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14.42 feet
Last Year: 13.12 feet

Lake Levels

Source: South Florida Water 
Management District. Depth given 
in feet above sea level

See page 4 for information about 
how to contact this newspaper.
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Special to the Okeechobee News

Teen anglers compete
Nathan Center took fi rst place in the 11-14 age group in the Big O 
Teen Anglers recent bass tournament on Lake Okeechobee. For 
more on the story, see page 8.

TALLAHASSEE--On Feb. 20, the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection took a 
major step forward in drawing up a detailed 
restoration plan for Lake Okeechobee and met 
with key area stakeholders. At the same time, 
the Department has committed $4 million to-
ward restoring the lake through an Istokpoga 
Marsh water quality improvement project.

This restoration plan, called a basin man-
agement action plan, or BMAP, will identify ad-

ditional water quality projects moving forward, 
funding sources and an implementation sched-
ule necessary to bring the Lake Okeechobee 
watershed back to health. 

Lake Okeechobee is a source of water for 
the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries as 
well as the Everglades. Completing the Depart-
ment’s restoration plan will be another step 
toward achieving the Northern Everglades and 
Estuaries Protection Program’s goals, set by the 

Florida Legislature in 2007.
“This restoration plan, along with the res-

toration plans for the Caloosahatchee and St.
Lucie estuaries, are important to the health of
these South Florida waterbodies,” said DEP
Secretary Herschel T. Vinyard Jr. “We are grate-
ful to the South Florida Water Management
District, not only for contributing $2 million

DEP kicks off lake restoration plan

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Three members of a Mexi-
can band who were arrested on 
felony charges in connection 
with a riot during a concert at 
the agri-civic center have been 
found guilty and sentenced to 
probation.

Assistant State Attorney Ash-
ley Albright, who prosecuted 
the case, said Marisol Terrazas, 
Virginia Terrazas and Antonio 
Medina will also have to do 
community service and pay all 
court costs and fees. They were 
also required to write a letter of 

Band members found 
guilty for part in riot

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Los Horoscopos de Durango singers Marisol (left) and 
Virgina (right) Terrazas left the Okeechobee County 
Courthouse Wednesday after pleading no contest to 
charges they faced regarding a riot at a November con-
cert at the Agri-Civic Center.

Annual walk to 
benefi t March of 
Dimes   ... Page 2

RV campground 
at Okee-Tantie?    
           ... Page 4

See BAND — Page 5

See LAKE — Page 10
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Did you submit a page of news,
but only one line got in the paper?

You can have it your way! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.

763-6905
�

YYour Largest Fence Post 
Supplier in South Florida 

763-6905
�

The Works! 

All Sizes Posts Staples

Gaucho Alligator Fence

Walpole 
Feed & Supply Co. 
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Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee
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Okeechobee Forecast

Today: Partly sunny with 
isolated showers. Highs
in the mid 80s. Southeast

winds 5 to 10 mph in-
creasing to 10 to 15 mph

in the afternoon. Chance of
rain 20 percent.

   Tonight: Partly cloudy. A slight 
chance of evening showers and thunder-
storms. Patchy fog after midnight. Lows in 
the mid 60s. Southeast winds around 10 
mph decreasing to around 5 mph after mid-
night. Chance of rain 20 percent.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Partly cloudy. Highs in the up-

per 80s. South winds 5 to 10 mph increasing 
to 10 to 15 mph in the afternoon.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy with a
slight chance of showers. Lows in the mid 
60s. Chance of rain 20 percent.

Sunday: Partly cloudy with a slight chance 
of showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the 
upper 80s. Chance of rain 20 percent.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy. A slight 
chance of evening showers. Lows in the 
lower 60s. Chance of rain 20 percent.

Monday: Partly sunny. A slight chance
of showers in the morning...then a chance 
of showers and a slight chance of afternoon 
thunderstorms. Highs in the upper 80s. 
Chance of rain 30 percent.

March for Babies is the number one fund 
raising event for the March of Dimes and is 
a great opportunity for you, your company, 
and your family to show how much you care 
about the babies in our community.

Sheriff Paul and Delores May both know 
how important the March of Dimes mission 
is. They have taken on the roles of March for 
Babies co-chairs to raise awareness and im-
portant funding for stronger, healthier babies.

“This campaign gives us a unique oppor-
tunity to help the community that we love. 
One in seven babies here in Florida is born 
premature, and that’s just not acceptable. 
It takes leaders in our community work-
ing together to ensure moms have healthy 
pregnancies,” said Sheriff May. The March of 
Dimes is celebrating its 75th anniversary this 
year. “More than 4 million babies are born 

in the United States each year and the March 
of Dimes has helped each and every one 
of them through research, education, vac-
cines and breakthroughs. Celebrate with us 
by surpassing your fund raising goal to help 
more babies start healthy lives.”

Although Delores May has participated in 
March for Babies for many years, the March 
of Dimes became a more special cause to 
her when the Mays’ grandson, Zachary, was 
born 5 weeks premature. His mother had an 
extremely diffi cult pregnancy from 20 weeks 
to 35 weeks, when Zachary was born. Zach-
ary’s mother was on bed-rest starting at 20 
weeks due to early contractions. From then 
on, she received medication administered 
through a needle in her leg that was attached 
to a pump for constant dosage to stop con-
tractions. After several hospital stays, she 

was given medication to strengthen Zach-
ary’s lungs in case of premature delivery. 
Research funded by the March of Dimes 
helped develop these medications. 

“There is no doubt that Zachary was born 
strong and healthy because of the research 
funded by the March of Dimes”, said Delores 
May. “Please help keep this research funded 
by supporting the March of Dimes. 

“When you sign up at marchforbabies.
org be sure to take the ‘Be Your Best’ chal-
lenge. We’ll be there with our team on Sat-
urday, March 9, 2013 along with more than 
400 participants for the 3.25 mile walk be-
ginning and ending at Flagler Park. Join us 
for a day fi lled with family, friends, fun and 
entertainment. Together, we’ll raise over 
$45,000 for stronger, healthier babies,” said 
Delores May.

Sheriff and wife co-chair March for Babies

The Children’s Services Council announc-
es they are seeking proposals from public 
agencies and legally incorporated not-for-
profi t and for profi t agencies.  The purpose 
of these proposals is to improve and expand 
services to the children of Okeechobee 
County by providing new, expanded or con-
tinued services for priority need areas. This 
year there will be approximately $350,000.00 
available to fund these proposals.

The proposals schedule is as follows:
• Feb. 28--4 p.m. Request for Proposal 

Meeting, Okeechobee County School Board, 
Room 303. Application forms are available 
to be picked up at this meeting. There may 
be more than two Children’s Services Coun-
cil members attending this meeting. The 
meeting is mandatory for those wishing to 
apply for the grants.

• April 17--3 p.m.  Submit proposals to 
Okeechobee County School Board, Room 304.

• May 3--Interview with RFP Selection 
Sub-Committee.

• June 13--Public Hearing regarding RFP’s.
• August 2013--Council fi nal decision on 

funded proposals.
Funding priorities include: Substance 

Abuse Prevention, delinquency prevention, 
abuse/neglect prevention, transportation, 
cultural diversity training and positive alter-
native activities.

During the 2012-2013 grant year, the Coun-
cil funded 24 different grants with funds that 
ranged from $1,500 to $37,000.  These grants 
addressed several of the priorities that had 
been identifi ed by the community including 
summer programs, after-school programs, 
respite care and truancy. All grants will be 

reviewed by a sub-committee of volunteers, 
graded and ranked. The sub-committee will 
then interview the grant writers of agencies 
that have been funded for fi ve years or less 
(the other agencies will be penalized for not 
interviewing) to form fi nal recommenda-
tions to the full Council.

Agencies are encouraged to collaborate 
with each other to make best use of the re-
sources available to our area.  Grant recipi-
ents that have received CSC funds for fi ve 
years or more must indicate that they receive 
at least 51% or greater from other sources.

Any questions should be directed to 
Cheryl Sutton, Secretary to the Executive Di-
rector of Children’s Services Council at 863-
462-5000, extension 255 or Cathleen Blair, 
Executive Director, at 863-610-0176.

Children’s Services Council has grants for summer programs

Writers and aspiring authors are invited to 
polish their craft at the Indian River State Col-
lege Writer’s Day event on Saturday, March 
16. Writer’s Day will be held at the Brown 
Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, 
Room Y-102, on the IRSC Main Campus, 
3209 Virginia Avenue, in Fort Pierce, from 
8:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. with lunch provided. 

The Brown Center is located on the 35th 
Street side of the campus. This program is 
designed to improve writing, thinking and 

communication skills. Participants may reg-
ister for $25 per person - payable to the IRSC 
Foundation. Space is limited to the fi rst 55 
registrants.

Writers’ Day will include multi-media pre-
sentations and discussions dealing with a va-
riety of topics such as research techniques, 
dialogue, style, poetic language, creative 
non-fi ction, characterization, passion, cre-
ativity, technology, listening, critical thinking 
and much more.

The event is sponsored by the IRSC 

Foundation, The Gladys Williams Wolf En-

dowed Teaching Chair in Communications, 

The Center for Media and Journalism Stud-

ies, and the English, Communications, and 

Modern Languages Department at IRSC.

For more information and to register, 

contact Dr. Matthew Brooks at 772-462-7842 

or mbrooks@irsc.edu.

IRSC hosts Writers’ Day Event at Main Campus
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SPRING LAKE GOLF RESORT
Winter Rates!

Cougar Trail Golf Course Specials

18 HOLES
Specials Include Tax & Cart!

$2800
Before 11:00am

$2400
After 11:00am

$9600
4somes anytime

PANTHER CREEK PLAYERS - ADD $2 PER PLAY

For Tee Times Call 863-655-0101
Highway 98 - 30 mi N of Okeechobee
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Three members of the band, Los Horosco-
pos de Durango, were in Okeechobee Coun-
ty Court on Wednesday, facing charges in re-
gard to their part in a riot at a concert at the 
Agri-Civic Center in November 2012. Each 
presented a written letter of apology to the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce and to 
the people of Okeechobee. These letters are 
below. For the story, see page one.

Please receive and hopefully accept this 
letter of apology for my conduct that led to 
this case. I am very sorry and I take full re-
sponsibility.

We were told that we would no longer 
be welcome in Okeechobee. I am sorry for 
acting in an improper manner which was 
not consistent with the respect that I have 
for the police department; its fi ne offi cers; 
and, the good people of Okeechobee.

I hope I can tell you this in person.

Sincerely,
Marisol Terrazas

It is my sincerest hope that you are well 
upon receipt of this letter.

Please receive and hopefully accept my 
apology for my conduct that led to this case. 
I am very sorry and there was no excuse for 
my behavior. Rather than rationalize and 
seek fault in others, I take full responsibility 
for my conduct and consequences.

We were told that we would no longer 
be welcome in Okeechobee. We again 
apologize for acting in an improper manner 
which was not consistent with the respect 
that we have for the police department; 
its fi ne offi cers; and, the good people of 
Okeechobee.

I hope that I can tell you this in person.
Sincerely,
Virginia ‘Vicky’ Terrazas

I want to take this opportunity to wish 
you a good day and express my remorse to 
you and the people of Okeechobee for my 
behavior.

I apologize for my conduct and take full 
responsibility for my conduct and conse-
quences.

We were told that we would no longer 
be welcome in Okeechobee. I apologize for 
acting in an improper manner which was 
not consistent with the respect that I have 
for the police department; its fi ne offi cers; 
and, the good people of Okeechobee.

I hope that I can tell you this in person.
Sincerely,
Antonio Medina
P.S. I asked the attorney to assist me in 

writing this letter.

Los Horoscopos de Durango band members apologize

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Plans for the county’s new offi ce build-
ing overcame another hurdle on Thursday, 
Feb. 21 at the meeting of the City Technical 
Review Committee.

According to recent state mandates, the 
county tax collector will soon be issuing driv-
ers’ licenses. The 12,000 square foot building 
will house the tax collector with suffi cient 

space to issue drivers’ licenses as well as the 
property appraiser’s offi ce. It is scheduled 
to be built on the southwest section of the 
block that contains the current tax collector 
and property appraiser’s offi ces.

After considerable discussion of the park-
ing situation for the new building the com-
mittee voted to recommend that the city 
council determine that there is suffi cient 
on street parking in the vicinity of the new 

building. They also recommended to the 
council that construction of a paved parking 
lot on the northwest portion of that block be 
delayed until the next fi scal year.

The county plans to modify the landscap-
ing and submit a plan for lighting the park-
ing lot. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Plans for new county building taking shape

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee City Council meeting 
held Tuesday, Feb. 19 was short and sweet, 
lasting only 13 minutes and consisting of 
routine, noncontroversial items. 

The council approved the temporary 
closing of specifi c sections of S.W. Fourth 
Street and S.W. Fifth and Sixth Avenues on 
specifi c dates to accommodate activities of 
First Baptist Church. 

Mayor James Kirk announced the annual 
evaluation scores of City Administrator Brian 
Whitehall and City Attorney John Cook as 
they were evaluated by the city council. On 
a scale of 1 to 5 Mr. Whitehall scored a 4.925 
and Mr. Cook scored a 4.025. “Both these 
evaluations are very good,” the mayor com-
mented. 

“Thanks for the opportunity to serve and 
the vote of confi dence,” was the response of 
Mr. Whitehall. 

The terms of regular member Noel Chan-

dler and alternate member Jeff Fadley on the 

Okeechobee Utility Authority Board of Direc-

tors expire March 1 of this year. 

The council reappointed them to their 

respective seats with terms ending March 1, 

2017. 

They also named Councilman Devin Max-

well as the city’s representative to the Cham-

ber of Commerce of Okeechobee County.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com

 

City council evaluates administrator and attorney

Eagles to serve catfi sh
Eagles North, 9985 U.S. 441 N., will 

serve catfi sh on Friday, Feb. 22 as well 
as steaks. Come have dinner with us and 
enjoy the music from 5:30 to 9 p.m. for 
dinners. Proceeds will go to the FOE 4137 
community benefi t fund.

KOA to host party
Okeechobee KOA will hold a party on 

Friday, March 1, with a night of dancing, 
music and libations. Howard Liningston 
and the Mile Marker 24 band will perform. 
Their original Trop-rock music is a sound-
track to a lifestyle of fl ip fl ops and tank 
tops! Bid on a margarita blended with a 
1952 Johnson outboard motor. This Keys 
favorite band has won music awards for 
song of the year, entertainer and band of 
the year. All proceeds from this KOA care 
camp event benefi t children’s cancer pro-
grams administered by American Cancer 
Society. Ticket on sale at the KOA offi ce or 
call 763-0231. $17 admission or $100 for 
a table for 6. 7: 00 to 10: pm. Doors and 
cash bar open at 6:15 pm.
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Mixed drink ban on Sundays
• Not sure what churches are supposed 

to do but Rev. Billy Graham has been con-
versing with and advising presidents for 
years. Preachers regularly advise their pa-
rishioners about worldly affairs, when Jesus 
said that his followers were no part of the 
world.

• No Bloody Marys on game day? Ridicu-
lous!

• I would like the ministers who oppose 
the sale of mixed drinks on Sunday to ex-
plain just why beer and wine are OK but 
mixed drinks are not. Back in 1957 when the 
law was fi rst passed and in 1977 when it was 
amended, I am guessing people thought 
beer and wine were not as addictive or in-
toxicating as the “hard” stuff. But since then 
it has been proven by scientists that the alco-
hol is the same. There was a big educational 
campaign by the Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving explaining that a “drink is a drink is 
a drink.” There is the same amount of alco-
hol in a glass of wine, a beer and a mixed 
drink. One is not “hard” and the other “soft.” 
People who drink beer or wine can become 
alcoholics just as easily as those who drink 
mixed whiskey or vodka. Chemically there is 
no difference between the alcohol in a beer 
and the alcohol in a mixed drink. The key is 
not to over indulge. So, why is one morally 
OK with the church folks and the other is of-
fensive?

• We are starting a petition at Applebee’s 
in Okeechobee and want your signature. 
Please come in an speak to any manager to 
sign it. This needs to change.

• The city as well as the citizens needs 
your signature. Make it down to Applebee’s 
to sign the petition. Then make plans to at-
tend the city counsel meeting. We can and 
will make a change. We the people are the 
ones that make the decisions and we the 
people need to take action.

• I will sign the petition and will make the 
meeting if it’s held when the poor blue collar 
folks can attend.

• I wonder when the city council mem-
bers talk about people calling them on this 
issue, do they ask if the callers live in the city 
limits? Or are people who don’t even live in 
the city limits dictating policy for the city tax-
payers?

• Some representatives purposely sched-
ule meetings so that they don’t have to hear 
from their constituents. Seems like I remem-
ber 6 p.m. mentioned. The committee/
councilmen often schedule these meetings 
so they can go directly from their day jobs 
to the meeting and then be done with their 
day. By the time a dirt worker gets done and 
drives an hour home, they don’t have time 
to shower, get on clean clothes and arrive 
on time. I’d go dirty if I had to, and if you 
see that many others have the same com-
plaint, demand they move the meeting time 
to 7 p.m.

Korean War
• Recently the newspaper ran an article 

on a veteran receiving a certifi cate from the 
Department of Defense for veterans who 
served in the Korean War or “the forgotten 
war.” All veterans appreciate being recog-
nized for their service to the country. You 
should know the Department of Defense 
sent the American Legion 93 such certifi -
cates to be delivered to Korean War veterans 
without addresses, envelopes or postage.  
Our adjutant researched each one to send to 
the veteran or surviving family. The Ameri-
can Legion paid for envelopes and postage 
to ensure proper delivery. The forgotten war 
veteran appreciates the certifi cates but won-
ders why it took from Jan. 31, 1955 to say 
“thanks.” 

Tax exemptions for churches
• On the subject of tax exemptions/eva-

sions by churches, possibly the public could 
bring about a change, especially if they real-
ize they are subsidizing them 

• Churches that compete with private 
businesses should not be tax exempt. Res-
taurants pay taxes so why should a church 
that is running a restaurant get away with 
not paying taxes? It is not fair that the private 
business has to compete with them but they 
play by a separate set of rules because they 
don’t have to pay taxes.

Speak Out
Okee-Tantie on agenda

After taking the oath of offi ce of County 
Commissioner I asked my fellow commis-
sioners if they would like me to attempt 
to fi nd a private developer to join with 
Okeechobee County to rebuild Okee-Tantie 
Campground into the asset that it had the 
potential to be. They enthusiastically agreed, 
with the exception of Commissioner Hoover 
as he was absent due to a family emergen-
cy.  

Staff prepared a Letter of Interest that 
went to every possible developer that had 
an interest in doing a Luxury R.V. Resort. Af-
ter months only one fi rm had shown an in-
terest.The letter of interest specifi cally talked 
of a long term lease which is what the devel-
oper presented in his proposal.  

There has been a deliberate attempt to 
confuse people on how this lease would 
work. In very simple terms the developer 
would sign a 50 year lease with a 49 year 
option that would have to be agreed upon 
by both the developer and the county. At 
the end of the lease, all assets would be re-
turned to the county and the county would 
continue to own everything in the park.  

All current facilities would remain open 
and free to the public with the exception of 
the campsites, as it was prior to its recent 
closing. 

The County would receive $1.6 million 
for the 440 sites, 50 percent of all rentals, 
3 percent bed tax and 7 percent sales tax. 
The County would also receive 100 percent 
of the Ad Valorem tax generated by the 440 
campsites.  

As the economy recovers and property 
values start to go up the ad valorem taxes 
would go up proportionally. This would 
mean that as the developers make more 
money the County would make more mon-
ey also, unlike when the Bridges leased the 
park in the past. 

The developer has addressed every con-
cern that was expressed including the reten-
tion of the current launch site for the air-
boaters. On June 28, 2012 the board voted 3 
to 1 to approve the proposal if all conditions 
were met and all permits approved, which 
was accomplished.  F

Fast forward to January 2013 and the vote 
was now 3 to 2 against. The only thing that 
changed was that the developer was offer-
ing almost 3 times as much money for the 
sites and the money for the sites would be 
paid up front at the beginning of each phase 

to eliminate any fear that the phases would 
not be completed. 

Why did this vote change? 
Okeechobee needs this economic boost 

and I believe this will be the fi rst project in 
Okeechobee’s history that is not costing 
Okeechobee’s residents and taxpayers a 
single dime. 

The LAST meeting about this project will 
be Thursday Feb. 28 and I ask all interested 
parties to be at the historic Courthouse at 9 
a.m. to voice your opinion pro or con. This 
opportunity will never happen again. 

Respectfully 
Bryant H. Culpepper

Homes damaged
I am writing to say that I can relate to the 

writer who wrote about being lied to from 
the Army Corps of Engineers concerning the 
time frame for the locks at Tayler Creek. I live 
at the end of the Kissimmee River restora-
tion project. It was supposed to be fi nished 
months ago and is now at a standstill. 

In the meantime, several homes were 
damaged by a vibratory roller. Walls, ceil-
ings, and concrete fl oors were cracked. The 
Army Corps of Engineers asked us to get es-
timates and fi ll out claim forms for the dam-
ages. They gave us a time frame to get this 
sent to them and told us they would make 
a decision by a certain date. They lied. They 
then sent an engineering company to inspect 
the damages. After putting a small book to-
gether telling me concrete shrinks and dries 
at various temperatures and humidities the 
cracks in our concrete appeared to be 3 to 
4 years old. Our fl oor was poured 20 some 
years ago and didn’t have any cracks until 
the construction started. After what I con-
sidered an admission of guilt, they said they 
weren’t at fault and told me to pursue the 
contractor. They are the ones who hired and 
eventually fi red the contractor because he 
apparently couldn’t complete the job. 

I learned later they spent over $50,000 to 
hire this engineering company, several times 
more money than what I claimed. They lied 
to me and to my neighbors throughout this 
whole phony process they put us through. 

Most of us are retired and cannot afford 
lawyers to sue the contractor who my be 
broke by now.

Thanks Army Corps Of Engineers for ly-
ing to us, and we pay your wages to treat 
us like this.

Cliff Coxbill

Letters to the Editor
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!
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PENTECOSTAL PENTECOSTAL

You are welcome to come visit and 
enjoy the traditional worship and music.

Come and share in the word of God

Trinity Free Will Baptist ChurchSunday School   10:00 am   
Sunday Worship  11:00 am

Sunday Bible Study  6:00 pm   
Wednesday Bible Study  6:00 pm

Pastor :  Thomas Dees

1840 N.E. 39th Blvd (Cemetery Rd)
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 
Telephone: 863-763-4962

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL

CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR
“Come worship with us”

Sunday  
8 am &  10:30 am  

Holy Eucharist Mass 
in English

12:30 pm Holy Eucharist Mass
 in Spanish 

Wednesday 6 pm 
Holy Eucharist Service 

Visit our website at www.okeecoos.com

200 NW 3rd Street 
863-763-4843

Wednesday Night Service 7 pm 
Tuesday Prayer Service............ 7 till 8pm 

Thurston Family Gospel Sing
PUBLIC IS INVITED 

301 NE 4th Ave. • (863) 763-4127
2 Blocks Behind the McDonalds on SE 70E

Children and Youth classes are Available Sunday Morning and Wednesdays

         Where the SON is    always shining!

OPEN 6-4 M-F

Serving

Call your order in, free delivery or 
pickup at window. 763-4127 or Dine in with 
free Wi-Fi. Go to Okeechobeecog.com and 

click SonRise Cafe for menu

WOW! There is nothing like it in town!
at Okeechobee Church of God

301 NE 4th Ave., Okeechobee 
2 blocks behind the McDonalds on SE 70E

Sunday ~ Feb. 24 10:45a.m.

Okeechobee 
Church of God

Available 24/7

http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Tiles2.aspx?sortby=type&type=Florida

View all our online sections in the comfort of your own home or on the go!

Friday, October 26, 2012
  

Supplement to the:

CONSULT-A-NURSE ®  For Free Physician Referral & Health Care Questions call 763-9228

Providing our community quality 

healthcare services with a personal 

touch for more than 30 years

 Emergency Services - 24 hrs /7 days a week

Orthopedics - Introducing Dr. Benjamin Epstein

 Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy

Radiology Services -  Accredited by the 

American College of Radiology in:

CT Scan, Digital Mammography, MRI, Nuclear Medicine, & Ultrasound

Surgical Services - Minimally Invasive 

Procedures/ Inpatient and Outpatient Services

 Occupational Health / Workers’ Compensation

We Treat Kids Too!

Available year-round at florida.newszap.com
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Information
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Featuring 

Superintendent Letter

School Calendar 

SCHOOL BUS SCHEDULE

School Listing 

Progress Report & 

Report Card Schedule

Call to Schedule your eye appontment today!

763-3937

606 North Parrott Avenue

www.biglakeeyecare.com 

Big Lake 

   Eye Care
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apology to a local deputy who was kicked 
in the groin by Virginia Terrazas during the 
melee.

The three Chicago, Ill., natives were re-
quired to be in Okeechobee Circuit Court 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, to enter pleas of no 
contest to the charges to Judge Sherwood 
Bauer. All three were adjudicated guilty by 
the judge.

A fourth defendant -- Luis A. Maldonado 
-- has not gone before Judge Bauer yet. Mal-
donado is not a member of the band, but 
was in the crowd at the Nov. 11, 2012, con-
cert.

Although he called the sentencing “fair 
overall,” Mr. Albright indicated that due to 
the seriousness of the charges he spoke to 
the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO) deputy prior to Wednesday’s plea 
hearing about taking the three defendants 
to trial.

“I discussed it with the sheriff ’s offi ce 
about pushing for a trial, but the deputy said 
he was satisfi ed with the plea and letter,” 
added Mr. Albright. “They (the three defen-
dants) did ask if the deputy was going to be 
here (in court) so they could apologize to 
him.”

The deputy, who did not attend the hear-
ing, said he thought giving the three proba-
tion was normal for someone without an 
arrest record.

“They really didn’t have any history. The 
offer the state gave them was pretty much in 
line,” he added.

When asked what he thought about the 
letters of apology, the deputy said he’d rather 
not comment.

At the plea hearing Wednesday:
• Marisol Terrazas, 37, was found guilty 

of inciting a riot and resisting a law enforce-
ment offi cer with violence. Besides proba-
tion she will also have to perform 25 hours 
of community service.

• Virginia Terrazas, 32, was also found 
guilty of inciting a riot and resisting a law 
enforcement offi cer with violence. She was 
ordered to perform 50 hours of community 
service.

• Medina, 21, was found guilty of resist-
ing a law enforcement offi cer with violence. 
He was ordered by Judge Bauer to perform 
10 hours of community services.

Since the three live in the Chicago area, 
Mr. Albright said they will have a probation 
offi cer there who will provide proof to a lo-

cal probation offi cer that the sisters and Me-
dina are actually fulfi lling their community 
service obligations.

As for Maldonado, Mr. Albright indicated 
the court will not be so lenient on him.

“He’s looking at prison time,” said the 
prosecutor, who added that Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has already 
placed a hold on him. This means he will 
likely be deported once the U.S. legal system 
is through with him.

Maldonado, 25, Aviation Ave., Port St. 
Lucie, was arrested on one felony count of 
aggravated battery on a law enforcement of-
fi cer.

The Terrazas sisters and Medina are mem-
bers of the band known as Los Horoscopos 
de Durrango, which was playing on stage 
when the brawl broke out on the fl oor of the 
Okeechobee County Agri-Civic Center. The 
melee erupted when one of the 10 private 
security offi cers hired by the event’s pro-
moter -- Roman Cardenas of Port St. Lucie 
-- was punched in the mouth by a member 
of the crowd.

There were eight OCSO deputies also 
working the uniform detail.

When the deputies moved in to help that 
security offi cer one of the band’s female 
singers, Marisol, started to curse the depu-
ties over the loud speaker system, stated an 
OCSO arrest report. She reportedly contin-
ued to call the deputies profane names in 
both Spanish and English that only served to 
infl ame the crowd.

A deputy reportedly motioned for Marisol 
to step off the stage and come to him but 
instead of complying she replied : “No, you 
come and get me!”

When deputies stepped on stage to re-
move Marisol one of them was kicked in the 
groin by her sister Virginia, while another 
was hit in the side of the head with a full can 
of beer by Maldonado.

By this time the crowd, fueled by the 
women’s hostile defi ance, began throwing 
cans of beer at the deputies on the stage.

“At no time did either sister say or do any-
thing to help stop or resolve the violent situ-
ation,” stated the arrest report.

Because of this incident the sheriff ’s of-
fi ce and county offi cials have ordered that 
the sale of beer will be more stringently 
regulated and that beer can only be served 
in plastic cups.

According to a count at the gate, there 
were 1,200 people who attended the event.

The band members were represented by 
defense attorney Luis Fernandez of Miami.

For copies of the letters of apology, see 
page 3.

BAND
Continued From Page 1

DAR program planned at Okeechobee Public Library
Dr. Sue Commerford will bring an interesting program about “The Letters of Abigail 

Adams” written to her husband, John Adams, the second President of the United States, 
to the Okeechobee Library at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 2. Dr. Commerford is a Past Re-
gent of Seminole Chapter, a docent at the West Palm Beach History Museum, and helped 
on the DAR project to move the Battle of Okeechobee Monument to the State Park site.

Church to host benefi t to help family
A benefi t for Sophia (Sissy) Graves will be on Saturday, March 2 at Believer’s Fellow-

ship Church, 300 S.W. Sixth Ave. The meal will be served from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
barbecue chicken dinner includes ¼ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, rolls, dessert and 
tea. There will be a silent auction, prize giveaways and live music all day. Ticket donation 
is $10. If you are a business owner, or you know a business that would like to donate 
an item to the silent auction, or for more information, please call Cathy at 763-4843. For 
tickets, call Micki at 634-4327.
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Esteban Moreno, 56
OKEECHOBEE — Esteban Moreno died 

peacefully at the Hamrick Home on Tues., Feb. 
19, 2013.  

Esteban was born in Mexico, moved to Texas 
and relocated to 
Okeechobee in 
1989.  He was a 
member of Sacred 
Heart Catholic 
Church.  Spending 
time with his grand-
children was the 
highlight of his life 
and he enjoyed 
watching soccer.

Esteban is survived 
by his wife of 34 
years, Yolan-
da Moreno of 
Okeechobee; sons, 
Esteban (Raquel) Moreno, Jr., Augustine More-
no, Gumaro Moreno (Patricia Romero), all of 
Okeechobee; grandchildren, Sabrina, Julian, 
Yaretzi and Jayden; brothers, Martin Moreno of 
Okla., Eusebio Moreno of Austin, Texas, Heron, 
Hilario and Roberto Moreno, all of Kansas City, 
Mo., Antonio Moreno of Mexico; and sisters, Oli-
veria and Perpetua Moreno, both of Mexico, and 
Gudulia Moreno of Austin, Texas. 

A Mass of the Resurrection will be held at Sa-
cred Heart Church at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 
22, 2013.

Friends may send online condolences to 
www.buxtonseawinds.com

Arrangements are under the care of Matthew 
and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Seawinds Funeral 
Home, 3833 SE 18th Terrace, Okeechobee, Fla.

Beatrice L. Rowlett, 85
OKEECHOBEE —  Beatrice L. Rowlett passed 

away Feb. 20, 2013 in Okeechobee. 
She was born Oct. 

31, 1927 in Paints-
ville, Ky. She married 
Forrest Rowlett in 
1950 and was a clerk 
at the Pahokee Army 
Store for 30 years. 
She was a member 
of the North Okee-
chobee Church of 
God.

Mrs. Rowlett was 
preceded in death 
by her hus-
band, Forrest 
Rowlett; and her son, 
Kenneth Rowlett.

She is survived by her son, Danny Rowlett of 
Ocala; two daughters, Sharon Prevatt (Wayne) 
of Okeechobee and Shirley Newhart (Otto) of 
Dunnellon, Fla.; eight grandchildren; many lov-
ing great grandchildren; and three brothers, 
Walter Long, Donald Long and Ernest Long.

Visitation will be from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 23, 2013 at Bass Okeechobee Funeral 
Home. Graveside services will be 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 23, 2013 at Palm Beach Memorial 
Park, 3691 Seacrest Boulevard, Lantana, Florida 
33462 with Pastor Don Leon offi ciating.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
North Okeechobee Church of God, 15949 NW 
30th Terrace, Okeechobee, Florida 34972. 

Friends may sign the guest book and leave a 
message of condolence at www.BassOkeecho-
beeFH.com

All arrangements are entrusted to the care of 
Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 205 N.E. Second Street, (863) 763-2111.

Norman ‘Jay’ 
Trimnal (Duke Duke), 56  

OKEECHOBEE — Norman “Jay” Trimnal 
(Duke Duke) passed away Sunday, Feb. 17, 
2013 in Okeechobee 
as a result of a traffi c 
accident. 

He was born Jan. 
29, 1957 in Camden, 
S.C. to Thomas Guy 
and Bobby (Gandy) 
Trimnal. He was an 
avid dirt bike racer 
and a truck driver by 
trade. He was a sim-
ple man that en-
joyed Nascar racing, 
Monday  night raw, and 
being  with  his children 
and grandchildren, which brought much happi-
ness to his life and always put a smile on his 
face.   

He is preceded in death by his parents, Thom-
as Guy and Bobby Trimnal.

He is survived by his daughters, Jennifer Deck, 
Amanda Deck, Dawna Micco (Charlie); son, 
Donald Deck III; grandchildren, Damian Deck, 
Darian Deck, Jaidyn Deck, Zaidyn Micco, Arliaw-
na Micco all of Okeechobee; sister, Marilyn (To-
ny) Overbee of Ft. Myers; brothers, Tommy 
(Jane) Trimnal of Okeechobee, Marion (Sue) 
Trimnal of St. Mathews, S.C.; mother of his chil-
dren, Sandra Deck of Okeechobee. In addition 
he is survived by a host of family and friends.  
Jay is now “ heaven bound and down.” 

The family will receive friends on Friday, Feb. 
22, 2013 from 5 to 8 p.m. and services will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 23, 2013 at 2 p.m. all in 
the Buxton Funeral Home Chapel, 110 NE 5th 
Street, Okeechobee, FL.  Interment will follow 
in the Evergreen Cemetery.  

On-line condolences may be made at 
www.buxtonfuneralhome.com. All arrange-
ments are entrusted to the loving care of the 
Buxton Funeral Home and Crematory, 110 NE 
5th Street, Okeechobee, FL  34974. 

Robert G. Fortier, Sr., 63
OKEECHOBEE — Robert G. Fortier, Sr. died at 

the VA Medical Center in West Palm Beach on 
Monday, Feb. 18, 
2013.  

Robert was born in 
Pawtucket, R.I.  Dur-
ing the Viet Nam 
Confl ict, Robert 
proudly served his 
country as a mem-
ber of the US Marine 
Corps.  In 1986 he 
moved to Okeecho-
bee where he was a 
member of Corner-
stone Baptist 
Church and the 
VFW.  He enjoyed 
playing cards and in his earlier years hunting.

Robert was preceded in death by his parents, 
Norman Fortier, Sr. and Edna Butler Fortier; and 
by his wife, Michel “Shelly” in April, 2011.  

He is survived by his daughter, Nicole “Nikki” 
Fortier; and son, Robert G. Fortier, Jr., both of 
Okeechobee; granddaughter, Alana Powell of 
Miami; brothers, Norman (Pauline) Fortier, Jr. 
of Fort Pierce, Michael (Kim) Fortier of Texas; 
sisters, Elaine Murphy of Vero Beach, Susan 
(Pat) Kelly of Pawtucket, R.I.; and a host of niec-
es and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at Corner-
stone Baptist Church, 18387 US 441 North, 
Okeechobee, on Saturday, Feb. 23, 2013, at 1 
pm.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made in 
Robert’s memory to the VA Hospice, c/o VA 
Medical Center, 7305 N. Military Tr., West Palm 
Beach, FL 33410.

Friends may send online condolences to 
www.buxtonseawinds.com

Arrangements are under the care of Matthew 
and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Seawinds Funeral 
Home, 3833 SE 18th Terrace, Okeechobee, Fla.

Obituaries
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View obituaries from
the past month at 

http://www.legacy.com

Eatery hosting Blood Bus
Come join the party when the Blood Bus 

comes to McDonald’s on S.R. 70 E., Satur-

day, Feb. 23, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 

Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce will be 

there to offer child fi ngerprinting and Ronald 

McDonald will be the special guest. There 

will be a bounce house, and a free Big Mac 

to every donor. Come have fun and help 

save lives at the same time.

VFW Post 9528 to host dinner
The BHR VFW Post 9528 will host a din-

ner on Friday, Feb. 22. Dinner will be served 

from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Music will be by Phil Ed-

dings. The public is invited to enjoy either 

steak, pork chops or fi sh and shrimp din-

ners. All proceeds benefi t veterans and fam-

ily needs. For more information, please call 

Gordie at 863-467-2882.

OCI hosting chili cook-off
Okeechobee C.I.’s second annual Chili 

Cook-Off will be held Friday, Feb. 22, at the 
Okeechobee Correctional Institution, 3420 
N.E. 168th St., in the training building. All 
entries must be turned in between 7:45–10 
a.m. Judging will begin at 11 a.m. Eating will 
take place directly after judging. All proceeds 
go to Offi cer Mario Montero and his family—
the offi cer’s 2-year-old son shattered his fe-
mur and has been in a body cast since Dec. 
24, 2012. For more information, please call 
863-462-5432.

Tim the Dairyman to perform
The Lake Okeechobee Elks, at VFW 

south, will host Tim the Dairyman, doing 
a PG-rated, smoke-free, comedy show, on 
Saturday, Feb. 23. Tickets are $10 per per-
son and available at the Jones Supply. Call 
863-467-2658, for more information. All pro-
ceeds are used to benefi t Harry Anna camp 
for children.

Spay Day vouchers available
The Humane Society Pet Rescue of 

Okeechobee will participate in the World 
Spay Day event. Vouchers for affordable spay 
and neuter for pets will be offered at the Hu-
mane Society shelter, 1203 U.S. 98 (next to 
the Okeechobee Livestock Market) and also 
at Tractor Supply Store in the plaza with Pub-
lix Supermarket, Monday, Feb. 25 through 
Feb. 29, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. All voucher pur-
chases also include a free rabies vaccine. Mi-
cro chipping is also offered for an additional 
discounted price of $20. Donations are being 
collected to help those who can’t afford to 
spay or neuter their pet but would want to. 
Please put “HELP A FRIEND” on any checks 
for the gift of spay and neuter. For more in-
formation, call 863-357-1104. Between 6 and 
8 million cats and dogs enter our nation’s 
shelter system each year. Shelters can’t save 
and support this huge number of accidental 
litters, strays and offspring of family pets. As 
a result, nearly 4 million dogs and cats are 
euthanized annually. Spaying and neutering 
is the only 100 percent proven way to reduce 
these numbers and save animals’ lives.

Hospital hosts free lecture
On Tuesday, Feb. 26, Raulerson Hospi-

tal will host “Dine with the Doctor” in the 
hospital cafeteria. Dinner starts at 4:30 p.m. 
for $5 per person. The lecture, which is free, 
starts at 5 p.m. To RSVP, call 863-763-9228. 
Those who wish to attend are asked to RSVP 
even if they do not plan to eat dinner, so that 
organizers will know how many to plan for.

Eagles host benefi t event
Cypress Hut Eagles will host a benefi t for 

Linda Kennedy on Saturday, Feb. 23, start-
ing at 5 p.m. with a Chinese auction and 
cake sale. For more information, please call 
863-467-1154.

B.R.A.T. Club plans dance
B.R.A.T. Club, Inc. is hosting a Valentines 

dance on Saturday, Feb. 23, from 7 - 10
p.m. at South Elementary School cafeteria. 
‘Tweens and teens ages 12-16 are invited. 
For more information, please call 863-801-
4996.

Community Events
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5435 U.S. 1 SOUTH, FORT PIERCE (1/2 MILE SOUTH OF MIDWAY ROAD ON U.S. 1) 772.461.6000 877-251-FORD (3673)
SOME VEHICLE PHOTOS ARE APPROXIMATE LIKENESS TO THE IN STOCK INVENTORY. *1.9% APR FOR 36 MONTHS THROUGH FORD MOTOR CREDIT WAC PLUS TAX, TAG TITLE AND $289 DEALER FEE.
PRICES MAY REQUIRE TRADE ASSIST AND INCLUDE ALL REBATES PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE AND $289 DEALER FEE. NEW VEHICLES PRICED ACCURATELY AT THE TIME ADVERTISEMENT ON PRESS. 

2007 FORD RANGER SUPERCAB
59K MI., V6, AUTO, NICE TRADE! #13492A

JUST $12,999

2012 DODGE DURANGO RT
1500 MILES, RED BEAUTY! #13060A

JUST$33,999

2008 HONDA CRV EXL
22K MI., LEATHER, MOONROOF AND MORE!

JUST $19,799
2012 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW
18K MI., XLT, 4X4, LOADED #R4646

JUST$30,999
2010 DODGE RAM CARAVAN
55K MI., REAR A/C, STOW & GO SEATING #122526

JUST $14,499

JUST $12,999
2003 F-150 SUPER CAB
43K MI., LARIAT, 1 OWNER! #121129

2012 FORD SVT RAPTOR
4X4, CRW CAB, NAV, LOADED! #P4662

JUST$51,999

2010 FORD EDGE LIMITED
42K MI, LEATHER AND LOADED! #13609A

JUST$22,999

2012 FORD FOCUS SE
30K MI., 4DR, FULL PWR, AUTO #R4573

JUST $14,999

2012 FORD FUSION
30K MI., FULL POWER, 4 CYL #P4637

JUST $17,999

2012 FORD FLEX LTD
20K MI., 3 ROW, REAR A/C, LTHR #P4438

JUST$28,999

2012 FORD E250 CARGO VAN
13K MI., PWR EQUIP., WORK READY #P4635

JUST$20,999
2011 FORD FOCUS SEL
24K MI., AUTO, LOADED! #13585B

JUST$14,999

PRE-OWNED CLEARANCE! EVERYTHING MUST GO!
APR AS LOW AS 1.9*% ON SELECT PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. EASY AND CONVENIENT APPRAISALS! WE’LL BUY YOUR CAR, EVEN IF YOU DON’T BUY OURS! 

$14,999 NOW JUST
MSRP $15,585

SAVE
$586
2013 FORD FIESTA S#13303 2013 FORD FOCUS S#13250 2013 FORD FUSION S25 TO CHOOSE #13553

SAVE
$2,145

SAVE
$3,596
2013 FORD ESCAPE SE25 TO CHOOSE #13419

CERTIFIED!

$15,945NOW JUST
MSRP $18,090

SAVE
$2,496

$19,999NOW JUST
MSRP $22,495 $22,299NOW JUST

MSRP $25,895

$23,499NOW JUST
MSRP $28,965

SAVE
$5,466
2013 FORD F-150 4x2STX REGULAR CAB #13559 2013 FORD F-150 4X260 TO CHOOSE #13430 2013 FORD EXPLORER#13570

SAVE
$7,796

SAVE
$8,636
2013 F-150 XLTSUPER CREW! 35 TO CHOOSE! #13452

$27,899NOW JUST
MSRP $35,695

SAVE
$2,961

$26,999NOW JUST
MSRP $29,960 $33,499NOW JUST

MSRP $42,135

2008 MAZDA 6 SPORT
54K MI., AUTO, FULL PWR PKG. #13589B

JUST$11,499

2010 NISSAN VERSA
28K MI., AUTO FUEL SAVER!

JUST $12,999

2006 FORD EXPEDITION E.B.
113K MI., 7 PASS, REAR A/C, PRICED RIGHT! #131776A

JUST$11,999

2009 FORD-150 SUPERCREW 
89K MI., LARIAT, V8 #12936A

JUST $19,999

2011 HYUNDAI ACCENT
40K MI., AUTO, A/C! #P4592

JUST$10,999

JUST ARRIVED!

2012 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW
15K MI., XLT, 2WD, #R4645

JUST$27,499
JUST ARRIVED!

CERTIFIED!

2012 FORD EXPEDITION EL
27K MI., REAR A/C, TONS OF ROOM! #P4634

JUST$31,999

CERTIFIED!

JUST ARRIVED!

CERTIFIED!

JUST ARRIVED!

JUST ARRIVED!

JUST ARRIVED!

CANNED GOODS DROP-OFF LOCATION TO BENEFIT SARAS KITCHEN

4x4!
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The Big O Teen Anglers fi rst tournament 
of the year was held Jan. 26 out of Scott 
Driver Park. Eighteen teen anglers competed 
and brought 24 fi sh to the scales with a total 
weight of 33.77 lbs.

The winners in the 11 - 14 age group 
were:

• First place - Nathan Center 4.35 lbs and 
big fi sh 3.13 lb.s;

• Second place - Josh Hiler 3.83 lbs.;
• Third place - Luke Farmer 3.20 lbs.;
Winners in the 15 - 18 age group were:
• First place - Keith Chamberland 5.32 

lbs;

• Second place - Robert Hays 3.93 lbs 

and big fi sh 3.11 lbs.;

• Third place - Logan Bohannon 3.78 

lbs.;

The Big O Teen Anglers would like to 

thank boat captains Leroy Bauer, Kenny 

Farmer, Mike Ingram, Skip Jeslosky, Richard 

Stiglitz, Robert Haff, Matthew Teele, Roger 

Bohannon and Mike Zubricky. 

Thank you also to George and Madaly-

ne DuPont for the hotdogs and sodas after 

weigh in.

Big O Teen Anglers hold 
monthly tournament

Special to the Okeechobee News
Josh Hiler took second place in the 
11-14 age group with fi sh totalling 3.83 
lbs.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Keith Chamberland won fi rst place in 
the 15-18 age group with fi sh totalling 
5.32 lbs.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Robert Hays took second place in the 
15-18 age group with fi sh totalling 3.93 
lbs and big fi sh of 3.11 lbs.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Logan Bohannon took third place in 
the 15-18 age group with fi sh totalling 
3.78 lbs. 
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CANCER worrying you?
Do you need to talk about it?

Big Lake Cancer Center
Call: 863.467.9500

FREE ½ Hour Counseling Session

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

FAMILY MEDICINE

Raulerson
Primary Care

202 NE 2nd Ave
Okeechobee, FL 
863-467-2159

Jose Villarreal, 
D.O.

is a Family Medicine 
Doctor who is 

Board Certified by 
the American 

Osteopathic Board 
of Family Physicians.

Offi ce Hours:

Closed 
for Lunch 12-1

Accepting 
New 

Patients
of all ages

raulersonprimarycare.com

PODIATRIST

DID YOU KNOW...
HERE AT FLORIDA FOOT SPECIALIST

WE TREAT THE FOLLOWING?

We Also Offer Testing for PAD (Peripheral Arterial Disease)

235 NE 19th Dr  O ee ho ee   ori afootspe ialist o

Dr. Shariff & Dr. Roberts treat all forms 
of fractures & trauma of the foot & leg!

Ph:(863) 357-1166

ORTHOPAEDICS

Introducing Dr. Benjamin Epstein 

Dr. Epstein is an experienced 
orthopaedic surgeon, who has been  
in practice for 20 years. Dr. Epstein  
is Board Certified by the American 
Osteopathic Academy of Orthopedics.

For more 
information or 
to schedule an 

appointment, call
863-357-0540.

Orthopaedic Specialists 
at Raulerson offers a 
full range of orthopaedic 
services including:

 

Replacements 

 
& Sports Medicine

Great Orthopaedic Care-  
Right Here in Okeechobee

Most insurances and 
Medicare are accepted.Orthopaedic Specialists at Raulerson is located at 1924 Hwy 441N, Okeechobee  

(just north of the Hospital, in the blue-roof building) Call for an appointment 863-357-0540. 

We Treat Kids Too!

 The hip joint is one of the body’s 
largest weight-bearing joints. It’s 
a ball-and-socket joint. This helps 
the hip remain stable even during 
twisting and extreme ranges of 
motion. A healthy hip joint allows 
you to walk, squat, and turn without 
pain.
 The most common cause of 
chronic hip pain and disability is 
arthritis. Osteoarthritis, rheumatoid 

Hip Replacement Surgery Helps Thousands Annually
arthritis, and traumatic arthritis are 
the most common forms of this 
disease.
 Hip replacement surgery helps 
more than 200,000 Americans each 
year to relieve their hip pain, and get 
back to enjoying normal, everyday 
activities. Total hip replacement 
surgery almost always:

pain. Even the pain from surgery 
should go away within weeks.

hip pain, you’ll be able to use your 
legs more. This will build up your 
muscles.

allowing you to do daily tasks and 
low-impact activities in greater 
comfort.

movement. Most total hip 
replacements last for many years.
 Don’t let hip pain keep you from 

what you enjoy doing. You may live 
for scenic walks, playing doubles 
with friends or swimming laps in 
the pool. Don’t let hip pain stop you 
from moving! Get the treatment 
you need to comfortably move 
with ease. 
 Dr. Benjamin Epstein, Board 

Raulerson explains “My patients 
seeking relief from joint pain love 
having access to great orthopaedic 
care, right here in Okeechobee.”  
No more traveling great distances 
and inconveniencing yourself and 
others.  The orthopaedic procedures 
you require are available in your 
very own community.
 If hip pain is keeping you 
from everyday activities and the 
weekend recreation you cannot 
live without, trust an experienced, 

Board Certifi ed physician to help
you love your joints again – sooner.

Dr. Epstein will be the guest 
speaker at Raulerson

Hospital’s Dine with the
Doctor Event on Feb. 26th 

9Okeechobee NewsFebruary 22, 2013
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REHAB THERAPY/
NURSING HOME

We Love toWe Love to Care!Care!

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility
1646 U.S. Highway 441 North  

863-763-2226Five-Star Rated
�����

Family-Owned & Operated, OHCF has been 
Providing Rehab & Residential Care to Okeechobee

& the Surrounding Communities Since 1984

• Rehab, Physical, Occupational, 
Speech and Out-Patient Therapy

• Long-Term Nursing Care Available
7 Days a Week/24 Hours a Day

• Secure Dementia and Alzheimer’s  
Memory-Care Wing

• Delicious Dietitian-Planned Meals
Stimulating & Fun Daily Activities

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
Website: www.opticalgalleryeyecare.com

Optical Gallery
763-4334

763-3403357-4899
Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and
Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract

Microsurgery
Diabetic Eye Exams

Glaucoma Evaluation & Treatment
State of the Art Complete 

Optical Laboratory
Eyeglasses & Contact Lenses

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye

Physician & Surgeon

HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

120 BEDS

Caring for Those You Care About

UROLOGY

DENTAL SURGERY

DAVID A. SIGALOW, 
M.D.

Board Certifi ed In 
Urology

Specializing in:

215 N.E. 19th D .   O h  

 863-763-0217

Okeechobee
Dental

We Specialize In:

113 NW 19th

HOURS: 
Mon, Tues, 
Thurs., Fri. 

9-5

Bilin
gual

Healthy Kids863-261-8273

GYNECOLOGIST

James E.
Bradfield,
MD FACOG

Gynecology
Board 

Certified

• Loss of Libido
• Endometriosis
• Urine Control
• Infertility
• Menstrual 
Abnormalities

• Sterilization
• Laser Surgery
• Minimally 
Invasive Surgery

All Major Insurances Accepted

Email:  drbradfield@earthlink.net

863-763-8000
1713 Hwy 441 N, Suite F, 

Okeechobee

The 2012 – 2013 
Medical Information 

Guide is available 
online

Use this interactive site to 
browse through articles 

and advertisements on our 
updated Newszap website
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to the Istokpoga project, but for numerous 
nutrient-reduction projects already being 
implemented throughout the watershed.”

The Istokpoga Marsh water quality im-
provement project is located in the Istokpo-
ga Marsh Watershed Improvement District 
and covers 19,262 acres. Upon completion, 
the project is expected to reduce the an-
nual agricultural irrigation discharge from 
the watershed by 60 percent and cut phos-
phorus loading by 70 percent to the lake. 
Phase 1 involves construction of 308 acres 
of impoundments to collect runoff irrigation 
water and release it back into the Improve-
ment District’s system of canals. Reusing the 
water will satisfy irrigation demands while 
reducing the amount of phosphorus that 
ends up in Lake Okeechobee.

“The South Florida Water Management 
District shares the vision for improving and 
restoring Lake Okeechobee, often called the 
“liquid heart” of South Florida,” said South 

Florida Water Management District Execu-
tive Director Melissa L. Meeker. “The BMAP 
process is essential to identify the projects, 
partners and funding that will help us all 
achieve that vision.”

The fi rst meeting of Lake Okeechobee 
BMAP stakeholders was held Wednesday 
at the South Florida Water Management 
District’s Okeechobee Service Center to up-
date the status of current Lake Okeechobee 
restoration efforts and discuss new efforts to 
achieve the long term water quality targets. 
The meeting also included updates on on-
going efforts by local governments and ag-
riculture to tackle pollution problems now. 
It will be followed by a technical meeting in 
late March when the detailed work of devel-
oping new projects and management strate-
gies will occur.

“Lake Okeechobee is a state treasure. We 
will do everything we can, working with the 
many dedicated local stakeholders, to pro-
mote innovative thinking and creative solu-
tions that expedite restoration,” said Drew 
Bartlett, Director of the DEP’s division of 
Environmental Assessment and Restoration. 
“I am particularly pleased to continue our 

partnership with the Istokpoga Marsh Water 
Improvement District and Highlands County, 
which continue to invest time and money 
toward the success of the Istokpoga project 
and the rest of the hard work ahead.”

For more about Lake Okeechobee, visit 

www.dep.state.fl.us/water/watersheds/

bmap.htm and www.sfwmd.gov/okeecho-

bee.

LAKE
Continued From Page 1

Coffee with the Commissioner planned
Coffee with the Commissioner will be hosted by Commissioner Bryant Culpepper on 

Tuesday, March 5, 2013, from 10 a.m to noon and will be held in the meeting room at 
the Lodge at the Lake Restaurant, 1111 S. Parrott, Okeechobee.  No appointments are 
necessary. All citizens will be able to speak to the county commissioner.

Health Start Coalition to meet on March 6
Okeechobee Healthy Start Coalition board of directors will meet Wednesday, March 

6 at 11 a.m. at their offi ce, 1132 S. Parrott Avenue in the White House Plaza. This meet-
ing is open to the public. The Okeechobee Healthy Start Coalition is part of a statewide 
network of coalitions responsible for planning and implementing services for pregnant 
women and infants. For information please contact executive director Kay Begin at the 
coalition offi ce, 863-462-5877.

VFW to host steak dinner and dance
The Okeechobee VFW will host a steak dinner/dance on March 9, 2013. St. Paddy will 

be the theme, so wear your green. “Lady Greyson,” will perform. Tickets are on sale for 
a $20 donation. Call 863-467-2658 for additional information.
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Cowboys ’ BBQ 
& Steak Co             

202 NE 7th Ave (formerly Hammerheads)  Okeechobee

MONDAY
$999

ALL YOU 
CAN EAT 

BABY 
BACKS!

$1 Margaritas
All Day

TUESDAY

1LB RIB EYE 
$1399

Karaoke with 
Cowboy

WEDNESDAY
$999

ALL YOU CAN 
EAT CATFISH

25¢

Drafts

THURSDAY
½ rack Baby 

Back Ribs 
with 6 golden 

shrimp & 1 side 
$1299

Ladies Night 6-10pm
Karaoke with 

Cowboy

FRIDAY

ALL YOU CAN 
EAT BABY 

BACKS
with 2 sides 

$1399

SUNDAY
4 PIECE 
FRIED 

CHICKEN 
DINNER $899

$150 Drafts
15% CHURCH 

discount

SATURDAY

Slow roasted 
Prime Rib

with baked potato 
& salad

$1900
(Starting at 4pm)

$150 Drafts
NEW

It’s great for private luncheons, 
birthday parties, family

get-togethers or even a wedding. 
Come take a look and

let us cater your next event.

COME VISIT OUR PRIVATE ROOM 

Bull PenTHE
florida.newszap.com

Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A checkpoint aimed at getting impaired 
drivers off the road will be conducted by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) 
Friday, March 1, on S.E. 28th St.

OCSO deputies and other law enforce-
ment personnel will be stopping vehicles 
and looking for signs of possible impairment 
starting around 10 p.m.

Florida law considers as driver with a 
blood alcohol content (BAC) of .08 or higher 
to be impaired. Drivers under  the age of 21 
with a BAC of .02 or higher are also in viola-
tion of state law.

Sheriff Paul May said such checkpoints 
are a proven tool that are effective in reduc-
ing the number of people killed or injured in 
alcohol-involved crashes. Research shows 
that such crashes are reduced by an average 
of 20 percent when well-publicized check-

points are conducted.
Besides watching for signs of impairment, 

members of law enforcement working the 
checkpoint will also be checking drivers to 
make sure they have the proper licensing.

Taking part in the special enforcement 
action will be offi cers from the Okeechobee 
City Police Department and troopers from 
the Florida Highway Patrol.

Sheriff May pointed out that impaired 
drivers can expect to be arrested and jailed. 

Besides fi nes and other fees, impaired driv-

ers can also expect to have their driver’s li-

cense suspended and the cost of their insur-

ance increased.

DUI classes and other expenses can ex-

ceed $10,000, the sheriff added.

Motorists are reminded if they are going 

to drink they should: designate a driver; call 

a cab or family member; or, stay home.

Sheriff’s offi ce plans special DUI action March 1

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An inmate who was found dead in his bunk in the 
Okeechobee County Jail apparently died of natural 
causes, stated a District 19 medical examiner report.

Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce Public Infor-
mation Offi cer Michele Bell said Wednesday, Feb. 20, 
the death of Derrick Lamont Rose was not due to 

foul play or drugs.
“The cause of death was natural causes with un-

derlying previous medical conditions,” she said.
Rose, 29, was found in his A-pod cell around 10:32 

p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 12.
He had been in the county jail since July 14, 2012, 

on charges of carrying a concealed weapon, posses-
sion of a fi rearm with an altered serial number, pos-
session of marijuana under 20 grams and possession 

of a fi rearm by a convicted felon.
On Dec. 5, 2012, Rose was sentenced to serve 

one year in the county jail with a credit of 144 days 
for time already served. He was slated to be released 
April 4, 2013.

Detective Bill Suggs, of the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce, was the investigator assigned to this 
case.

M.E.: County jail inmate died of natural causes

Derrick
Lamont Rose

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

National Engineer’s Week
At the Tuesday, Feb. 19, meeting of the Okeechobee City Council Mayor 
James Kirk (right) proclaimed the week of Feb. 17-23 to be National Engi-
neers’ Week in the city. The mayor presented the proclamation to engineer 
Marcos Montes de Oca (left).
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FREE Parking &FREE Parking &
Admission!Admission!

MASSIVE
Discounts!

4135 Florida Highway 70 in Okeechobee
9 am to dusk daily • For Info: 800-269-4583 • www.rvshowusa.com

By La Mesa RV of West Palm Beach

Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center

Wed-Sat • Feb. 20-23 • 9a-dusk daily
in Okeechobee

Blow-Out

    PLUS. . . a huge selection of certi-
fi ed pre-owned RVs from Fleetwood, 
Monaco, Winnebago, Allegro & more!

✔ ✔ 

See What’s NEW In RVing From:See What’s NEW In RVing From:✔✔

• Diesel Pushers • Class A Gas • Class C • 5th Wheels 
• Travel Trailers • Luxury • Economical • They are all 

here in one place! • All at LOW Blow-Out Sale Pricing!

HUGE SAVINGS ON
NEW AND USED RVS!

RV Sale
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jack-
sonville District, will host two public meet-
ings to discuss the initial phases of a Dam 
Safety Modifi cation Study (DSMS) that is un-
der way on Herbert Hoover Dike.

The Corps is conducting the DSMS to 
determine the fi nal phase of rehabilitation 
projects for the dike, a 143-mile earthen 
structure that encircles Lake Okeechobee in 
south Florida. The Corps has been engaged 
in projects since 2007 to address concerns 
with the dike’s integrity.

“The results of the Dam Safety Modifi ca-
tion Study will be used to defi ne the fi nish line 
for this major project,” said Tim Willadsen, 
Herbert Hoover Dike Rehabilitation Project 

Manager. “We will continue to reduce risk 
by replacing water control structures around 
the lake through 2018; this study will be the 
guiding document for projects we execute 
in the future.”

The meetings will be held in two loca-
tions in south Florida:

• Feb. 26—John Boy Auditorium, 1200 
South W.C. Owen Ave., Clewiston.

• Feb. 28—Okeechobee County Health 
Dept 1728 NW 9th Ave., Okeechobee.

Both meetings will begin with an open 
house at 6:30 p.m. followed by a presenta-
tion at 7 p.m. After the presentation, all in-
terested stakeholders will have an opportu-
nity to comment. These meetings will also 

serve as scoping meetings as required by 

the National Environmental Protection Act 

(NEPA).

Prior projects at the dike include instal-

lation of a partially penetrating cutoff wall 

between Port Mayaca and Belle Glade, fi lling 

in a quarry near Belle Glade, and replacing 

water control structures near Port Mayaca 

and Moore Haven.

For more information on the Herbert 

Hoover Dike project, visit the Jacksonville 

District website at http://www.saj.usace.

army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/LakeO-

keechobee/HerbertHooverDike.aspx.

Corps to host public meetings on dike study

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

• Ryan Hagan won one match at the 
State Wrestling Finals this weekend in 
Lakeland as he completed his high school 
wrestling career. Hagan lost to T.J. Alexan-
der of Leon-Tallahassee High School who 
was ranked fi fth in the state, 11-2.  He defeat-
ed Jesus Nieves of Citrus High School 12-7.  
Nieves was ranked 15th in the state.  Alex 
Duran of Miami Springs High pinned Hagan 
in 4:27 and ended up fourth in the state.

Allen Leitner lost to the number four 
ranked wrestler in his weight class, David 
Martinez of St. Augustine and to Luis Al-
dana, who was ranked fi fth in the state. 

Coach Robert Olive praised both seniors for 
exceptional high school careers and for the 
example they set for the younger Brahmans, 
“Both guys wrestled hard and are great ex-
amples of what Chobee wrestling looks to 
become.” Olive expressed great optimism 
about the future as off season workout train-
ing begins.

• Steve Woolsey of Spanish Fork, Utah, 
won the Extreme Bulls Competition at 
the Brighton Seminole Rodeo last week-
end.  He won the fi rst round aboard the bull 
I’m Back from Robinson Pro Rodeo and 
claimed $4,272 and 88.5 points. In the fi nals 
he scored 90 points on board Little Syster 
from Wild Card Rodeo and claimed $3,133 

in prize money.  Corey Navarre of Weather-

ford, Oklahoma was second overall as he 

claimed $5,459 in prize money. Cody Teel 

of Kountze, Texas fi nished in third place and 

claimed a little over $4,000 in prize money. 

The total payout for the rodeo was $47,470.  

Bullfi ghters included Jon Copsy, Ross Hill 

and Darrell Diefenbach. Pickup men in-

cluded Clint Boney, Reed Durrance and 

Greg Whidden while Timothy Burruss, Clint 

Haas, Paul Bowers Jr., Charlie Lowry, Aaron 

Hudson and Shawn Graham served as fl ank-

men.  Brian Potter was the clown and barrel 

man for the rodeo.

Okeechobee Sports News in Brief
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Vero Beach scored fi ve runs in both the 
fourth and the seventh innings as they pounded 
the Okeechobee Brahmans 14-2 in high school 
boy’s baseball action on Tuesday night at OHS.

Ethan Revels, Jarrod Morgan and Alex Es-
tremera all had trouble on the mound as they 
tried to contain a strong Vero Beach offense 
in the game. Vero Beach out hit Okeechobee, 
13-3, in the game. Okeechobee also made four 
fi elding errors.

Christian Williams put the cherry on top of 
the sundae for Vero Beach with a long homer-
un in the fi fth inning. John Corse had three runs 
scored and two runs batted in, Vinny Patrick 
added a two run double in the seventh, and 
Austin Green added two runs and two RBIs.

Brahman coach Jeff Blackstone praised 
Vero Beach for their ability and experience this 
year but pointed out he feels the Brahmans can 
and will play better.

“They have a good team but we have to 
keep fi ghting. We have a lot of work to do,” he 
suggested.

Blackstone said his team issued way to many 
walks and hit batters and allowed too many un-
earned runs due to their fi elding miscues.

“We have to pitch the ball over the plate. We 
gave up a lot of walks. At the end of the day we 

must coach them better, get the guys prepared 
and get them to be competitive,” he added.

It was a close game in the early innings as 
Okeechobee took a 1-0 lead in the fi rst and 
made it 2-1 in the second when Kutter Craw-
ford scored on a throwing error after reaching 
base via the base on balls.

Scotty Wright’s double tied the score in the 
third for Vero Beach. The Indians sent 10 men to 
the plate in the fourth to break the game open. 
A couple of errors and a pop fl y single were key 
moments in the rally for the Indians, (2-1). 

Blackstone said his team can’t afford to give 
up big innings to their opponents, “We must 
fi nd a way to limit those big innings. We have to 
work on keeping zeros on the board for them 

and score some runs ourselves. We have a lot 
of work to do on offense, pitching, defense, all 
the way around.”

Blackstone said if there was a positive aspect 
of this game, it was the fact he has been able 
to use some younger kids to see what they can 
do. He said every job on the team is still up for 
grabs.

“We don’t have all the answers right now. 
We will look to see what different guys can do. I 
want guys that will lay it on the line and give us 
all they have. That is all you can ask of them,” 
he added.

Okeechobee was held to three hits in the 
game. Christian Crews and Estremera had solid 
shots to right fi eld in the game. 

Brahman hurlers give up 13 hits in 14-2 loss 

104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee

863-763-4010
or 

888-874-2945

Lic. RE Broker
Auctioneer# AU2579.

1,430 Acre Ranch

 in Eastern 

Okeechobee County

Offered Exclusively by:
The Tucker Group, LLC
Call Brandon Tucker (772) 201-8722

$3,750
per acre

Northern 1300 Acres SOLD 
8/24/2012

 in Viking MLS #206600  of vacant/pasture land in Fort 
Drum. Paved street in front of the property.  MLS #206360  on Hwy 441 
N  on SR 710 . Make Offer! (½ acre). Moti-
vated Seller each building site at 

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069

Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104  Se Habla Español
 3 bed, 2 

bath CBS with vinyl 
siding on a corner 
lot,  concrete drive-
way, 1774 Total Sq 
Ft/1204 under air. 
Tile oor throughout 
home.  MLS 
#206555

IN TOWN

REDUCED

FORECLOSURE

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

2004, 3 bed, 
2 bath on over 
half an acre. 2170 
TSF/1984 under air. 
In move in condition. 
Easy to see! 

MLS 
#206303

3BR/2BA 
on ½ an acre with ce-
ramic tile oors.  Pond, 
Shed, Large open 
porch. Offered as a 
short sale.

MLS 
#206457

55+ community 
w/clubhouse ameni-
ties. Great lake view, 
2/2 DWMH w/addition, 
2 car carport, large 
driveway, 1023 Sq Ft 
under air/1957Total 
Sq ft

MLS #206023

 spacious 
MH on 2 lots, 2364 
TSF/1680 under air, 
Master Bathroom has 
hers & his sink, A/C 
only 3 yrs old and ceil-
ing fans throughout 
the home.  
MLS #206558

 
3/2 DWMH on 1+/- 
acre. 1712 TSF/1512 
sq ft under air, 
screen back porch. 
Offered as a short 
sale. MLS 
#206579

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Tyler Barber covers fi rst base as Austin Green #4 attempts to steal second base 
during Tuesday’s game at OHS.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Ethan Revels and OHS hurlers had a 
rough time handling the talented Vero 
Beach lineup on Tuesday.

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com



Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the INI
USA. All advertising is sub-
ject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
INI USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Auctions

VERO BEACH
HIGHWAYMEN

PAINTINGS
AUCTION!
SUN Mar 17@2PM

To be included bring 
your paintings to 

Auctioneer’s offi ce at: 
15 Royal Palm Pointe 

Vero Beach
(772) 562-5015

Lost

LOST-MALE  MASTIFF 
IN THE VICINITY OF 
FT. DRUM PLEASE CALL  
863-623-6879 OR 
863-763-2326

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Garage/
Yard Sales

MOVING SALE 
FEB. 22 & FEB. 23
8:00 AM TILL ??

3594 SW 19th STREET
YARD EQUIPMENT, AND 

LOTS OF THINGS.

RIVER ACRES
LARGE ANNUAL 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE. 
THUR. 21  AND 

FRI. 22,8-4
98 N. TO 144TH TRAIL 
LARGE SIGN POSTED.

LOTS OF STUFF,PRICED 
TO SELL!

We Buy Estates
Antiques, Collectibles, 

Household, Tools, 
Jewelry and etc.

Call 863-697-8906

Employment
Full Time

SHIPPING -
TRANSPORTATION 

CLERK NEEDED
VARIABLE DAY AND 

EVENING HOURS 
WITH SOME 

WEEKENDS. ASSIST IN 
INVENTORY, 

SHIPPING AND 
RECEIVING. PERFORM 

BASIC ACCOUNTING 
SKILLS.

COMPUTER AND 
TELEPHONE SKILLS 

A MUST. 
FAX QUALIFICATIONS 

AND RESUME TO 
863-692-0502.

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Employment
Full Time

JOB OPENINGS
NOW ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS 
FOR THESE AND 

OTHER POSITIONS:

 RESTAURANT SERVERS
 BUSSERS 
 COOKS

 Competitive Pay, 401K 
& Insurance Benefits

To Apply Visit: gotoworkhappy.com 
Or Apply in Person

17735 Reservation Road Okeechobee, Fl 34974 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation

www.seminolebrightoncasino.com

Drug Free Workplace 
Background Check Required

Like us 
on Facebook

Employment
Part  Time

Grand Oaks Assisted 
Living Community
PT Cook needed.
Exp. only apply

 (Level 2 Background 
check required). 
Apply in Person 

M-F 203 SE 2nd Street

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Employment
Full Time

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Toys & Games

Pinball Machine - Road 
Kings (Made By Wil-
liams); Very Good Con-
dition; Great for Game 
Room. $775.00/fi rm. 
(772)538-6432

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Farm Equipment

Ford New Holland 
TZ25DA Tractor, 350 
hrs. 4 wheel dr., power 
steering, like new. 
$6,900. 863-467-2824.

Lawn & Garden

COMPOST for Organic 
Gardening and Farming - 
Okeechobee Recycling 
Facility, enter at Waste 
Management, 10800 NE. 
128th Avenue. Pickup or 
Delivered *Public Wel-
comed* Please call. 
(216)956-0949

Apartments

Large Tiled APT in 
town. 2/2, w/d hook 
up, lawn maint includ-
ed, $750 + $300 sec.  
(863) 634-3572.

Houses - Rent

Everybody loves this 
charming 2bd/1ba house 
in Lake Port, cracker 
style, very private and 
quiet. $600/mo. Room  
for 2 people and refer-
ences required 

Call: (863)946-0456

For rent: 2bd/2ba 1 car 
garage, split plan

Oak trees on lot, great 
area for children.

Call: 863-634-9330  
863-467-2541

Rooms To Rent

Male/ Female roommate 
for 3bd/2ba on Rim Canal 
in BHR, pontoon boat, 
handicap equip. $500/ 
mo. Call: (863)261-1594 
or (863)623-4507

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Houses - Sale

CBS - 3BR, 2BA, C/A & 
heat, single car gar., W/D 
& refrigerator, fenced 
backyard. $61,000. 
863-634-7517.

OKEECHOBEE - 2br./2 
ba. Palm Creek water-
front home, Lake ac-
cess. Gated Comm. 
Owner fi nancing. Pos-
sible option to rent. 
863-532-0273.

OKEECHOBEE 
HOME FOR SALE 

$69,900, Well Maintained 
2 bd/ 2 ba home, eat in 
kitchen, formal dining, 
living room, Florida 
Room, new A/C, addition-
al storage building and 4 
car detached garage 
wired for 220 and 110 
Volt Electric, and 3 car 
carport. Public access 
dock about 1/2 mile from 
Community.

  For more info Call 
Optima One Realty @  

(239)848-2071 or 
(352)243-6784

Land - Sale

VIKING PROPERTY 
(PRAIRIE) 1.250 ACRE 
$2,500 OR BEST OFFER 

CALL 865-235-5099

Lots - Sale

BHR - Waterfront double 
lot for sale on Trout St. 
100’x135’ w/135’ of sol-
id seawall. Ready for 
your mobile home 
w/utilities. $48,000. Call 
561-908-1959.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Lots - Sale

Use Your Tax Money 
for a Down Payment
Recently Foreclosed, 

Special Financing 
Available, Any 

Credit, Any Income 
Vacant Land ,  

6+Acres, located at, 
20 NE 363rd Ct., 

Okeechobee, 
$28,900.  

Visit www.roseland-
co.com\82H,    

Drive by then call 
(866) 523-5742.

Mobile Home
Lots

2RV Sites for sale in 
Quiet Okeechobee 5 
Star RV Park. One 
priced at $76,000 the 
other $91,000 buy di-
rectly from owner and 
avoid Real Estate fees 
for more info call 
701-260-1364

Mobile Home
Rent

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2BR, 2BA, 
C/Air. $500 mo. Large 
3BR, 2BA, C/Air. $550 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease, plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

Treasure Island 
For Rent  Waterfront 
1/1 furnished trailer, 
Direct Tv and electric 

included $125.00 
weekly plus security 
Call 863-517-5111

Mobile Home Sale

Palm Harbor Homes 
Demo your mobile home/ 
free tear down at Palm 
Harbor, New mobiles 

$39K off list, John Lyons 
800-622-2832 ext 210

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.
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READING A
NEWSPAPER...

makes you a more
informed and

interesting person. 
No wonder readers 

are more successful!



Mobile Home Sale
PARK MODEL TRAILER 

WITH SCREEN ROOM. 
ADULT R.V. PARK, LOT 
RENT $220. AVAILABLE 
MARCH 5TH $2,000.00 
O.B.O. 863-467-8432

*PRICE REDUCED*
Mobile Home for Sale
2bd,1 updated bath, 

12’ by 24’ Florida 
room w/tile fl oor, 

windows. Metal roof 
over, very safe, Lots 
of light. Brand new 

A/C w/heat strip, new 
thermostat. Fully 

furnished, new washing 
machine, new refrig-
erator, new micro-
wave, dishwasher, 
etc. Lots of extras. 
Brand new kitchen 

cabinets. Wall hugger 
recliner/massage 

couch,loveseat rock-
er/recliner. Queen 

size bedroom set in 
master. 2 yard sheds, 
1 w/electric, window 
and workbench. Long 
carport, quiet street, 

nice neighbors. 
Asking $22,000.00 

negotiable.  
Owner fi nancing for half. 

Call 863-467-7996

2011 Lowe St. 
195,90hp, trolling mo-
tor 8ft Minn Kota Tal-
on,(2)23 gallon live 
wells,fi sh fi nder,4 tanks 
of fuel since new. War-
ranty good thru Aug. 
15th. Located in Buck-
head Ridge. 
$16,500 724-388-4075

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 941-347-7171

Autos Wanted

CASH FOR  CARS  
No Title Needed, 
Any Condition. 

268junk.com
Located in Okeechobee

Call (863)484-2012

Pickup Trucks

1970 FORD PICKUP 
$2,000 

CALL 904-502-4171

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Public Notice Public Notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEE OF THE 
DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE WILL 
MEET TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 26, 2013 IN ROOM 107, IN THE WILLIAM 
AND HELEN THOMAS STEM CENTER AT THE INDIAN RIVER STATE COL-
LEGE ST. LUCIE WEST CAMPUS AT 500 N.W. CALIFORNIA BLVD., PORT ST. 
LUCIE, FLORIDA  34986.   

BOARD POLICY REVIEW COMMITTEE - 3:00 P.M.

ANY PERSONS SEEKING TO APPEAL THE DECISIONS OF THE BOARD WITH 
RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING WILL NEED A 
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE MAY NEED TO 
ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING IS MADE.
437253 ON 2/22/2013

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Okeechobee County Board of County Commissioners will hold its 
Regular Session on Thursday, February 28, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
“Judge William L. Hendry Courtroom” at the Historic Courthouse, 304 N.W. 
2nd Street, Okeechobee, Florida. 

Any person deciding to appeal any decision made by the Board of County 
Commissioners with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will 
need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purposes, he or she 
will need to ensure that a verbatim record of such proceedings is made, 
which record shall include the testimony and evidence upon which the ap-
peal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with 
disabilities needing special accommodation to participate in this proceeding 
should contact the County Administrator’s Offi ce not later than four (4) 
working days prior to the proceeding at 304 N.W. 2nd Street, Room 123 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972, or call 863.763.6441. If you are hearing or 
voice impaired, call TDD 1-800-222-3448 (voice) or 1-888-447-5620 (TTY).

Margaret Garrard Helton, Chair
Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County, Florida

Sharon Robertson, Clerk
Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Paula Poskon/ Deputy Clerk
435620 ON 2/22/2013

STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS - PRE-QUALIFIED EMERGENCY 
VENDOR LIST FOR DEBRIS CLEARANCE 

The Procurement Bureau of the South Florida Water Management District, 
B-1 Building, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406, will re-
ceive submittals in response to the above Statement of Qualifi cations (SOQ) 
up to the 2:30 p.m. opening time on March 29, 2013 in order to estab-
lish a pre-qualifi ed list of vendors for emergency debris clearance services.  

An OPTIONAL PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE will be held March 15, 
2013, at 9:00 a.m., in the Storch Conference Room of the B-1 building, at 
3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach Florida for all interested respon-
dents.  

All submittals must conform to the instructions in the SOQ.  Interested re-
spondents may obtain a copy of the complete SOQ (1) at the above ad-
dress; (2) by downloading the solicitation from our website at 
www.sfwmd.gov/procurement; (3) by calling (561) 682-2715, or (4) by call-
ing the 24-hour BID HOTLINE (800) 472-5290.  The public is invited to 
attend the proposal opening.  Further information on the status of this 
solicitation can be obtained on our web site - www.sfwmd.gov.

Any meetings with District staff regarding this solicitation are subject to the 
provisions of Section 286.0113, Florida Statutes, which provides, in part, 
that any portion of a meeting at which a negotiation with a vendor is con-
ducted pursuant to a competitive solicitation, at which a vendor makes an 
oral presentation as part of a competitive solicitation, or at which a vendor 
answers questions as part of a competitive solicitation is exempt from s. 
286.011 and s. 24(b), Art. I of the State Constitution.
437196 ON 2/22/2013

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2013TD011

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that SOUTHERN HOMESITES INC A 
FLORIDA CORPORATION the holder of the following certifi cate has fi led 
said certifi cates for a tax deed to be issued thereon.  The certifi cate number 
and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the names in 
which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  902   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  LOT E OF TRACT 30 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 30 25 34S 33E 

1-25-34-33-0A00-00030-E000
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
KENNETH GHANY

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okee-
chobee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 28th day of March, 2013.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; 
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 
NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 with-
in two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING 
IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770. 
436426 ON 2/15,22;3/1,8/2013

Public Notice Public Notice

LEGAL NOTICE
A public auction will be held at

BMJ Towing, Inc. 
Lot at 414 South Parrott Avenue, 

Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
on Friday the

8th day of MARCH, 2013
  from 10:00-11:00 A.M.

Pursuant to Florida statue 713.78
for unpaid towing and storage. 

Year, Make, Model & Vin’s as follows
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JSAAK47A872110937
2007 SUZI

 QUADROSPORT Z400 ATV

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. The seller 
reserves the right of fi nal bid. All 
sales are fi nal. No refunds will be 
made. Said automobiles will be sold 
in “AS IS” with no guarantees.
437343 ON 2/22/2013

ACROSS
1 Chia Pet,

perhaps
8 “That’s too

close!”
15 Stop flowing, in a

way
16 Daughter of

Polonius
17 Drawing room?
18 Foil
19 Security item
20 Fancy wraps
21 Handles abroad
24 Key
26 Non-coml.

interruption
29 Body image,

briefly
30 __ lamp
31 American leader?
34 Copyright, e.g.
38 “Right on!”
39 It can help you

carry a tune
40 Anthem elision
41 “__ Calling”:

2003-’05
supernatural
drama

42 Will’s “Glee”
adversary

43 Bill holder: Abbr.
44 Word in some

school names
45 Quaint

interjection
47 “Romeo Must

Die” star
50 Power systems
54 Shake up
57 Curse
59 Deceiving
60 Conservative

commentator
who wrote “Let
Freedom Ring”

61 Jerks, as a bell
rope

62 Wind in a combo

DOWN
1 1958 film with the

song “The
Parisians”

2 Sch.
3 Yiddish dough
4 __ Heights:

disputed Mideast
territory

5 Song sung by
Pinocchio

6 Tableau
Périodique #26

7 Effort
8 Dizzy music?
9 Loan letters

10 Lab synthesis
substance

11 Bacon from
Philadelphia

12 Author Robert __
Butler

13 Rat
14 Nuts are rich in

them
22 1996 Cruise title

role
23 Provokes
24 Brewery 

sugar
25 Decorator’s

suggestion
26 Mottled horse
27 “Boring”
28 Not just

squabbling
31 Out of the way
32 Red head
33 Statehouse

official: Abbr.
35 First name in

objectivism

36 It’s made by one
who doesn’t go out

37 Jamaican genre
44 Xylophone sound
46 Liquid lye brand
47 Pioneer Day

month, in Utah
48 “Watermark”

musician
49 Watery
51 Romance novelist

Johansen

52 Excel fodder
53 Netherworld

flower
55 Song from the

same era as
“Little Deuce
Coupe”

56 Quite a 
stretch

57 Oldie syllable
58 Retail store

opening?

By Doug Peterson & Barry C. Silk
(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 06/11/11

06/11/11

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

Special to the Okeechobee News

A performance by internationally-known electronic 
composer and performer, Jonn Serrie, will combine 
with the special visual effects wizardry of the Indian Riv-
er State College Hallstrom Planetarium for a one-night, 
live concert, “Journey to the Stars,” on Friday, March 1, 
at 7 p.m. at the IRSC Main Campus, 3209 Virginia Ave., 
N Building, in Fort Pierce. 

“Journey to the Stars” will feature music evocative of 
travel through outer space – past the moon, the planets, 
outward past the stars of the Milky Way and beyond to 
the Andromeda Galaxy. As Serrie performs live on key-
board, Planetarium Director Jon Bell will accompany 
with electrifying visual effects that will be choreographed 
to the special music.

Serrie has written and arranged music for motion 
pictures, radio and many planetarium shows, including 
the IRSC planetarium show “The Planets.” His visionary 
compositional skills have revolutionized the fi eld. “My 
music exists to help us explore a sense of ourselves and 
our place in the universe,” commented Jonn Serrie .

Seating is limited. Call the Box Offi ce now at 1-800-
220-9915 to reserve your seats for this special event.

‘Journey to the Stars’ at IRSC

The annual Florida Cracker Trail Ride 
passes through Okeechobee County 
this week.  The riders left Bradenton on 
Feb. 15 and travelled across the state. On 
Thursday, they stopped at the Bass Ranch 
in Okeechobee County. Their Friday 
camp will be at Adams Ranch. On Satur-
day, they will fi nish the ride in Fort Pierce. 
The Annual Cross- State Ride serves to 
highlight the importance of Florida’s role 
in the introduction of hors- es and cattle, 
by the Spanish Explorers in the 1500’s, 
into the New World as well as the birth 
andcontinuance of the cattle and horse 
industries by Florida’s future settlers and 
their present day descendants.

Cracker Trail 
Ride under way

Special to the Okeechobee News
John Serrie will present “Journey to the Stars” at 
the IRSC Hallstrom Planetarium on March. 1



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN FT. PIERCE

STK#5255A - ONLY 49K MILES,  MUST SEE 

$6,995

2001 BUICK
PARK AVENUE

STK#7404B - LEATHER, SUPER CLEAN, TRADE

$3,995

1999 BUICK
LESABRE 

STK#98897 - LOW MILES, HEAT EDITION

$19,991

2011 DODGE
NITRO

STK#98877 - CHROME WHEELS WITH ALL THE TOYS

$14,900

2011 CHEVROLET 
HHR LT 

STK#98891P - LIKE NEW, MUST SEE

$30,991

2012 GMC 
ACADIA

STK#INC - ONLY 11K MILES, CERTIFIED

$26,991

2011 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO CREW CAB LT

STK#INC- LOW MILES, ONLY 10K MILES, FULL POWER,  CERTIFED, BACK UP CAMERA

$24,991

2012 GMC 
TERRAIN SLT

STK#INC - SUNROOF, DVD, NAVIGATION, CASHMERE LEATHER, CERTIFIED

$35,991

2012 CHEVROLET 
SUBURBAN ½ TON LT

BUICK
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

$149MO. $22,795LEASE 
FOR

OR 
BUY 

FROM

VERANONEW 2013 
BUICK

$259MO. $32,795LEASE 
FOR

OR 
BUY 

FROM

ACADIANEW 2013 
GMC

$199MO. $30,799LEASE 
FOR

OR 
BUY 

FROM

LACROSSENEW 2013 
BUICK

$299MO. $9,000LEASE 
FOR

OR 
SAVE 
UP 
TO

SIERRANEW 2013 
GMC

$177MO. $24,400LEASE 
FOR

OR 
BUY 

FROM

ENCOREALL NEW 
2013 BUICK

$169MO. $25,400LEASE 
FOR

OR 
BUY 

FROM

TERRAINNEW 2013 
GMC

BUICKBUICK
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

5255 South U.S.1
Ft. Pierce, FL 888-745-6709

rogerdeanbuickgmc.com BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT!
NO PROBLEM!

CALL RON K.
Se Habla Español 

U
.S

. 1
U
.S

. 1

SHOWROOM OPEN:  MON-THUR  8:30AM-8PM, FRI  8:30AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-6PM
SERVICE, PARTS & BODY SHOP OPEN: MON-FRI  7:30AM-5:30PM, SAT 8:30AM-2PM

WITH EVERY SIERRA 
PURCHASE OR 

LEASE GET 2 YEARS 
COMPLIMENTARY 

SCHEDULED 
MAINTENANCE!

33
MPG 
HWY

32
MPG 
HWY

38
MPG 
HWY

23
MPG 
HWY

43
MPG 
HWY

21
MPG 
HWY

ALL OFFERS WITH APPROVED CREDIT PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE AND DEALER FEE. OFFERS INCLUDE CONQUEST CASH, TRADE ASSISTANCE, OWNER LOYALTY AND BONUS CASH. VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. NOT ALL BUYERS WILL  QUALIFY. 39 
MONTH LEASES- 10K MILES PER YEAR, AND INCLUDE LEASE CONQUEST CASH WITH $2800 DOWN ($3550 DOWN ON ENCORE). DEALER RETAINS ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. OFFERS CAN NOT BE COMBINED AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. SEE 
DEALER  FOR ALL DETAILS. OFFERS GOOD THRU DATE OF PUBLICATION ONLY. DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. ENDS 2/25/13. COPYRIGHT © 2013
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Jensen Beach overwhelmed Okeecho-
bee (6-1) in boys and girls tennis action 
Wednesday at the Okeechobee Sports Com-
plex.

Brendon Jonassaint and Cody Walker 
won the boy’s match in doubles with an 8-6 
win over Jensen.

Otto Ramirez played a tough fi rst set 
against Joey Wigley before losing the #1 
match 6-4 and 6-1. Walker was able to win 
fi ve games against Gaston Alvarez. Jensen 
Beach improved to 3-0 on the season.

Coach Ungerott said the match showed 
the team that they have to be ready to play if 
they intend to move up in the district stand-
ings this year. She said Jensen Beach is one 
of the few teams that consistently hit the 
ball deep with a good amount of pace.

“Many of our guys had to shorten up their 
swing to keep the ball out in front of them 
which is something we haven’t worked on 
this season,” she explained.

Ungerott said the boys did fi ght until the 
end and keep trying new tactics to get back 
into their matches.

“It was encouraging to hear the guys 
come off the court knowing exactly what 
they want and what they need to work on 
in practice. I hope that competitiveness and 
hard work will continue to grow so we can 
reach our goals.”

The doubles team of Dayla Ferneau and 
Kearstin Dorrance won a doubles match to 
account for Okeechobee’s victory. Allie Lo-
pez won an exhibition match for the Lady 
Brahmans.

Tuesday the Brahman boys defeated 
Sebring 5-2 while the Lady Brahmans fell 
6-1 to the Blue Streak.

In the boys match, Brendon Jonassaint 
defeated Joe DeGenaro 6-1 and 6-2. Cody 
Walker defeated Millian Kharama 6-4 and 
6-3. Colt Root defeated Clark Farmer 6-1 
and 6-3. Dylan Ferneau defeated Andrew 
Goodrider 2-6, 6-1, and 10-6 in a third set 
tiebreaker.

The doubles team of Jonassaint and 
Walker defeated DeGenaro and Farmer 8-2. 
OHS is now (3-1) on the season.

Samantha Rivero won the only girl’s 
match over Nisha Patel 6-0 and 6-3. Kearstin 
Dorrance won three games and Ally Lopez 
won four games in her loss to Ashley Cas-
telli. The Lady Brahmans are (2-2) on the 
season.

Coach Ungerott said she moved all her 
players up one spot in the lineup as Otto 
Ramirez did not play. She said the singles 
play continues to show a lot of improve-
ment.

“The guys are getting used to playing in 
windy conditions and learning that moving 
their feet and keeping the ball deep (at the 
baseline) is essential to winning tougher 
matches,” she added.

Ungerott said they have some tough 
matches coming up and this victory helped 
prepare the boys for those battles.

“I’m excited for the boys to get a glimpse 
at what better competition looks like. That 
should help us get ready for the district tour-

Jensen Beach overwhelms 
Brahmans tennis teams

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Dayla Ferneau traded ground strokes 
with Chloe Hardin in her singles match.  
Ferneau teamed up with Kearstin Dor-
rance for a victory in doubles play.

Okeechobee News/Chrles Murphy
Brendon Jonassaint had a tough match 
with Brandon Armstrong of Jensen 
Beach. He did rebound to win a dou-
bles match with his long time partner 
Cody Walker.
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