
was very busy,” said OCF/R Chief David Mc-
Cain, adding that he had not heard a fi nal 
number of how many people actually at-
tended the event.

And even though OCF/R emergency per-
sonnel were kept extremely busy by the 
three-day event, Chief David McCain said 
no county resident who needed help had 
to wait—there were always units available 
when needed.

“I had several crews at Mudfest. We had a 
fi rst-aid trailer and two people who worked 
that. We had two people on an ambulance 

and a fi re crew,” he said, adding that over 50 
people visited that fi rst aid trailer with minor 
injuries.

The chief added that those who were ac-
tually at the event working were, like OCSO 
deputies, were off shift and were paid by 
Mudfest organizers.

“It doesn’t take away from any I have on 
shift,” the chief pointed out, even though 
there were times when on-duty personnel 
had to respond to the event to help out.

OCF/R records indicate that there were 
27 injury cases worked at Mudfest, with 15 
people being transported by ambulance to 
Raulerson Hospital. There were three injury 
cases that were so severe they were airlifted 
to Lawnwood Regional Medical Center in 
Fort Pierce.

“All three were in very serious condition 
when they were fl own out,” Chief McCain 
said. “All three had very life-threatening in-
juries.”

The chief went on to add that he has fi ve 
ambulances that can be put on the road at 
one time, and while last weekend’s event 
didn’t exhaust all of his resources, it did tax 
his department.

“But for a department our size, it doesn’t 
take much to utilize every resource we 
have,” he added.

Chief McCain also explained that those 
who are transported by ambulance are billed 
just like those who would be involved in an 
automobile accident. He said his personnel 
gets the injured party’s personal information 
and their insurance company is then billed 

for the service.
“We’ve never had an issue,” he added.
There were some drivers, however, who 

did have issues. Due to stepped up enforce-
ment, several arrests were made for drivers 
who were apparently under the infl uence.

“In trying to maintain the safety of our 
citizens, we did do a DUI enforcement en-
hancement,” said OCSO Major Noel Ste-
phen. “We periodically work with the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP) and the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD) on DUI en-
forcement, and last weekend we did a satu-
ration enforcement.”

OCSO records indicate there were eight 
DUI arrests made last weekend, with four of 
those being made during the early morning 
hours on Saturday, Feb. 9. Five of those ar-
rests were made by FHP troopers, and all of 
the traffi c stops were made on S.R. 70 ex-
cept for one that was made in the city by an 
OCPD offi cer.

Arrest records indicate that of those eight, 
only two had local addresses.
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SPRING LAKE GOLF RESORT
Winter Rates!

Cougar Trail Golf Course Specials

18 HOLES
Specials Include Tax & Cart!

$2800
Before 11:00am

$2400
After 11:00am

$9600
4somes anytime

PANTHER CREEK PLAYERS - ADD $2 PER PLAY

For Tee Times Call 863-655-0101
Highway 98 - 30 mi N of Okeechobee
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FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939
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Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)
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MASSIVE
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4135 Florida Highway 70 in Okeechobee
9 am to dusk daily • For Info: 800-269-4583 • www.rvshowusa.com

By La Mesa RV of West Palm Beach

Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center

Wed-Sat • Feb. 20-23 • 9a-dusk daily
in Okeechobee

Blow-Out

    PLUS. . . a huge selection of certi-
fi ed pre-owned RVs from Fleetwood, 
Monaco, Winnebago, Allegro & more!

✔ ✔ 

See What’s NEW In RVing From:See What’s NEW In RVing From:✔✔

• Diesel Pushers • Class A Gas • Class C • 5th Wheels 
• Travel Trailers • Luxury • Economical • They are all 

here in one place! • All at LOW Blow-Out Sale Pricing!

HUGE SAVINGS ON
NEW AND USED RVS!

RV Sale
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Drive, could face a fi ne of up to $250 a day 
for every day of noncompliance if they have 
not mowed and trimmed their properties of 
overgrown grass and weeds. 

Raymond Cletzer could also be fi ned if he 
has not removed trash, litter, debris and an 
accumulation of household goods from his 

2631 S.E. 25th Drive property.
Donald and Vivian Hadley, owners of 

property at 1433 N.E. 138th St., Thomas and 
Rachel Velie, owners of property at 30950 
U.S. 441 N. and Stacie and Janice Tyson, 
owner of property at 1494 N.W. 47th Ter-
race, were previously ordered to remove 
illegal structures from their properties with 
all applicable permits and inspections. If this 
has not been done, they could face a fi ne. 

Virginia Perez was ordered to either put 
a tag on her trailer and removed any items 

stored in it or remove the trailer or she could 

be fi ned. 

Joseph Gazza is scheduled to appear be-

fore the special magistrate to request a re-

duction on the code violation fi nes on prop-

erty at 869 N.E. 104th Court and property at 

3046 S.E. 36th Ave. that he purchased the tax 

deeds on. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.
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owners who sold alcoholic beverages, peti-
tioned the city council to be allowed to sell 
their goods on Sunday. Speaking against 
the request were four citizens, two of them 
were ministers. The mayor reported that in 
the previous two days he had spoken with 
fi ve people who were against Sunday sales 
of alcohol. The minutes record that after 
much discussion the matter was tabled 
pending a joint city council-county commis-
sion meeting on the issue. The city clerk was 
instructed to set up that meeting.

Apparently that meeting either never took 
place or it resulted in no change because the 
matter came up again on Jan. 25, 1977 when 
two bar owners appeared before the council 
to request they be allowed to open on Sun-
day. A local pastor spoke in opposition. 

The next month on Feb. 22, 1977 the city 
council passed an ordinance allowing for 
the sale of beer and wine on Sunday after-
noons. 

In the public discussion preceding the 
vote on the Sunday sale of beer and wine, 20 
people including fi ve ministers spoke against 
the proposed ordinance, while seven people 
spoke in favor of it. The ordinance passed by 
a 3-2 vote.

Apparently Audley Dunham, who was 
mayor at the time, had strong negative feel-
ings on the issue. On April 12, 1977 he sub-
mitted his veto of the ordinance in writing 
as required by the city charter. The mayor’s 
veto was overridden by a 3-1 vote of the 
council.

The policy remained that way for over 30 
years, until Oct. 17, 2008, when the owner 
of a retail store that sold alcoholic beverages 
requested to be able to sell “hard liquor” on 
Sundays. Following a brief discussion, the 
council decided to make no changes in the 
ordinance. The business owner was advised 
to notify his customers to stock up before 
Sundays. 

The matter came up again in 2011. At the 
fi rst public hearing on Aug. 16 on a prosed 
ordinance to allow the sale of alcoholic bev-
erages other than wine and beer in restau-

rants, a local business owner spoke in favor 
of the issue. At the second public hearing on 
Sept. 6, a local pastor spoke against the pro-
posed ordinance. Mayor James Kirk said he 
received a lot of calls and none were in favor 
of the proposed ordinance. The proposed 
ordinance was defeated by a 2-3 vote.

The county currently has no restrictions 
against the sale of alcoholic beverages on 
Sunday afternoon. County commissioners 
passed an ordinance on April 8, 1999 repeal-
ing any previous restrictions and allowing 
for the sale of all types of alcoholic bever-
ages on Sunday afternoon.

Most recently, at the Tuesday, Feb. 5 ses-
sion, a local restaurant owner asked the city 
council to change the policy in order to al-
low the sale of mixed drinks on Sundays. 
The council discussed it with three mem-
bers appearing to be against it and two in 
favor, but it was not put to a vote. 

By comparison the surrounding counties 
of Glades, St. Lucie and Highlands and the 
cities of Stuart and Moore Haven have no 
restrictions on the Sunday afternoon sale of 
alcoholic beverages.
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Continued From Page 1

MUDFEST
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Free tax prep help
Free tax preparation and e-fi ling by 

AARP Taxaide volunteers is available until 
April 15 at the American Legion located at 
501 S.E. 2nd Street Monday and Tuesday 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Participants must bring a 
picture ID, SS cards for dependents, last 
year’s tax return and all 2012 fi nancial 
papers. No appointment necessary, fi rst 
come fi rst serve and doors open at 8:45 
a.m. Do not call the American Legion—
for more information call 863-357-1694 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.


