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Teen anglers host tournament
Luke Farmer took fi rst place in the 11-14 age group in a recent 
Big O Teen Anglers Tournament. Luke’s catch totaled 21.83 
lbs. For more on the story, see page 21.

Possession of 
synthetic marijuana 
products now a felony

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An “emergency rule” went 
into effect earlier this week that 
outlawed 22 new synthetic drugs 
commonly referred to as K-2 or 
Spice but, said a local detective, 

area stores are still selling the
once-legal synthetic cannabi-
noid.

Florida Attorney General Pam 
Bondi announced Dec. 11 that
the new drugs are schedule I
controlled substances. This, stat-
ed the local detective, means if
someone is caught with the syn-
thetic drugs—whether they are in
possession or are selling—it will
be a third-degree felony.

Retailers warned 
about selling Spice

See SPICE — Page 17

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A recent arrest has made 
members of local law enforce-
ment acutely aware that guns 
are lying around for residents in 
Douglas Park to use if they feel 
the need.

When Detective William 
Suggs, of the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), was 
asked just how many guns are 
available for those citizens to use 
he replied he had no idea.

“I couldn’t even begin to tell 
you,” he said, adding that he only 
knows of two. “One was under a 
box and one was hidden outside 
of a night club that folks knew 
was there if they needed it.”

The hidden guns became 
known following the arrest of 
Terrance Hill earlier this month 
by Detective Suggs.

According to the detective’s re-
port Hill, 24, was arrested after he 
traded gunshots with Javas Davon 

Jones, 21. Witnesses reportedly 
told the detective that Hill ap-
proached Mr. Jones with a gun in 
his hand and another in his pock-
et. Mr. Jones then ran around the 
side of a building and was hiding 
from Hill when someone shouted 
to Mr. Jones that there was a gun 
hidden under a box.

Mr. Jones retrieved the hand-
gun and fi red two rounds in Hill’s 
direction, indicated the detec-
tive’s report. One of those rounds 
apparently found its mark and 
struck Hill in the left buttock. That 
bullet then traveled to his leg and 
cracked the femur.

It was this case that made De-
tective Suggs aware of the hidden 
guns. Since then the OCSO road 
division has been warned to use 
caution because of the availability 
of the fi rearms.

The detective also said the 
OCSO “... criminal investigations 
division is also aware of it.”

Some residents have 
access to hidden guns

See GUNS — Page 17

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A local detective has been as-
signed the task of solving several 
car burglaries that were easily 
perpetrated because each vehicle 
was left unlocked.

Detective William Suggs, of the 

Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (OCSO), said there were as 
many as eight vehicles burglarized 
Sunday, Dec. 9, in the Big O RV 
Resort on S.R. 78 W. He went on 
to say a boat was also burglarized 
and a battery charger was taken.

8 vehicles burglarized; 
all were left unlocked

See CARS — Page 17
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STORE HOURS:
Monday-Saturday
8:30 AM - 9:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SERVICE PARTS HOURS:
Monday-Friday
7:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Se Habla Espanol

SATURDAY • DECEMBER 15th
SHOWROOM & GATES OPEN AT 8:30 AM

SALE STARTS AT 9AM!

SUNDAY • DECEMBER 16th
SHOWROOM & GATES OPEN AT 11:00 AM

SALE STARTS AT 11:30AM!

*

$0 DOWNUNCLAIMED VEHICLES
BANK REPOSSESSIONS
AUCTION VEHICLES
LEASING VEHICLES
CREDIT UNIONS

RENTAL VEHICLES

100% GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL

DELIVERS 
ANY VEHICLE!
WITH APPROVAL

If You Make $1,500/Month, Have A Valid Florida Driver’s License & Can Prove Income & Residence... You Are Approved!^

Get Pre-Approved Online @ GottaGoArrigo.com

CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $12,000 WILL SELL FOR $9,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $9,000 WILL SELL FOR $6,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $6,000 WILL SELL FOR $3,000

SOME CARS WILL SELL FOR $999!
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AND ALL OTHER MAKES & MODELS!
JEEPS • DODGES • FORDS • CADILLACS • NISSANS • HYUNDAIS • LEXUS • ACURAS • AUDIS • BMWS • MERCEDES • TOYOTAS • HONDAS • VOLVOS

Jim Arrigo
Owner & President

John Arrigo
Vice President &
General Manager

§

§

§

*

^Severity of credit rating may affect down payment and terms. Tax, Title Motor vehicle & fees are additional. See dealer for details. *Stk#126825B 2001 Pontiac Grand Prix GT 4 Dr. §512798A 2006 Chrysler Town & Country Touring was $12,000 now
$9,000, Stk#126700A 2005 GMC Envoy XL was $9,000 now $6,000, Stk#130400A 2001 Saturn LS L-200 was $6,000 now $3,000. Photos used for illustration purposes only. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All offers expire 10/16/12.

Ft. Pierce • West Palm • Sawgrass

PUSH,
PULL OR

TOW IT IN!
WE WANT 

YOUR TRADE IN



Youth programs
• I’m a soldier with the United States 

Army, and originally from Okeechobee. I en-
listed when I was 19, and have been in now 
for a little over 13 years. On my past visits, I’ve 
noticed how the town seemed to be growing, 
but I noticed the lack of family-oriented busi-
ness, youth programs, and also the high num-
bers of drop outs, and the number of bars and 
banks in town. In my travels since being in the 
military I’ve lived in small towns, and major 
cities and they seem to all have certain things 
in common. They all had wonderful sports 
programs, involved communities, YMCAs, and 
other youth centers where kids had a place to 
not just learn from each other, but from adults 
placed to mentor them. The wooden jungle 
is a great place for kids to stretch their legs, 
but it needs maintenance, the soccer fi elds 
need upkeep, and the area seems like it needs 
some investment of not just personal but fi -
nancial. I am aware of budget constraints that 
each town, of each county, of each state faces, 
but there has to be some types of grants that 
can be utilized to bring some sort of perspec-
tive to how the kids in Okeechobee are raised. 
The sports programs in schools are great, but 
what happens after school is out? As a young 
boy I found myself in trouble often, but look-
ing back maybe, if there were programs avail-
able to us like the YMCA, Boys and Girls Club, 
that was centrally located and easily acces-
sible maybe I wouldn’t have been in trouble 
as much. I believe that invests in our future 
isn’t limited to not just our fi nances and in-
vestments, but it starts and ends with our kids 
and their future.

Pet adoption
• I know the Humane Society does a great 

job with the dogs and all of the money goes 
to the care of the animals as everyone there 
is a volunteer, but the fees are a little high 
for older folks. How about a senior citizen 
discount for those who adopt senior dogs? 
Maybe they could check with the pet food 
companies and see if there are any programs 
to help pay for the adoption fees.

Graduation rates
• The low graduation rate is a critical is-

sue. In my opinion and experience it will be 
diffi cult to fi x. I feel that the family life and 
structure is the key element. Teachers are not 
to blame barring those rare and few excep-
tions. A child raised in a healthy family envi-
ronment has the best preparation and oppor-
tunity to succeed. The poor economy shares 
some of the cause, but not all.

• I think if they looked at all the data they 
would fi nd the teen pregnancy rate is part of 
the problem in regard to graduation rates. 
Girls who get pregnant are less likely to grad-
uate. And those girls are probably less likely 
to put the emphasis on education when it 
comes to raising their own children. These 
teens are not ready to be parents. They are 
still kids themselves. The babies born to teen 
moms are less likely to grow up in a home 
where the parents are married and working 
as a team, putting the needs and the welfare 
of the children fi rst. If we want to improve the 
graduation rate, we need to do something 
about the high rates of teen pregnancy.

No Lions Club tree sale
• It is so sad the Lions Club is no longer 

active and did not have their tree sale this 
year.

• That’s where I bought my Christmas 
tree every year because I knew it was for a 
good cause. I was very saddened when they 
weren’t there this year.

• So sad to see our traditions going away. 
I hope we can get it back. We are small town 
USA. Merry Christmas, Okeechobee.

By Mark Mayers, LMFT
CAP of Real Life Children’s Ranch

In life, as we interact with others, we will 

be offended. People will do things that hurt 

us. Certainly we will experience emotional 

pain when we are wronged. 

In extreme cases we can even experience 
physical pain. Although we often can’t control 
others doing something offensive to us, we do 
have the authority over our response and reac-
tions to the offense. Ultimately, our response 
to an offense comes to this—are we going to 
respond God’s way or react our way. 

As born again Christians we serve a God 
who has a forgiving heart. In Nehemiah 
9:16-18, God gives us insight into how he 
responds to wrongs when he refl ects on 
the actions of the Israelites, “They refused 
to obey and did not remember the miracles 
you had done for them. Instead, they be-
came stubborn and appointed a leader to 
take them back to their slavery in Egypt! But 
you are a God of forgiveness, gracious and 
merciful, slow to become angry, and rich in 
unfailing love. You did not abandon them.” 
God always points us to respond in a way 
that refl ects his character. 

In James 1:19 God tell us this, “Under-
stand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You 
must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
and slow to get angry.” Numerous times 
throughout His written word God com-
mands us to be slow to anger and rich in 
love. As Christians we can do this because 
Jesus lives inside of us and has transformed 
us into brand new creatures. We no longer 
have to look at others through our own judg-
ment because Christ has made us new from 

the inside out. In 2 Corinthians 5-16, 17 God
says, “So we have stopped evaluating oth-
ers from a human point of view. At one time
we thought of Christ merely from a human
point of view. How differently we know him
now! This means that anyone who belongs
to Christ has become a new person. The old
life is gone; a new life has begun!”

Forgiveness does not mean that we should
ignore injustices such as abuse, sexual aber-
ration, rebellion, gossip, etc. It does mean,
however, that we are to respond prayerfully
and humbly when others offend us. If we
let Jesus guide us through the times we are
offended we will experience freedom and
peace that can’t be explained in words.

If we react out of our emotion or hurt, we
will hinder the healing and restorative work
of the Holy Spirit. Vengeance is God’s re-
sponsibly, not ours. We don’t have to deliver
ourselves, God will do it for us. In fact God
longs to deliver us. Psalms 28:8 “The LORD
is their strength, And He is a saving defense
to His anointed.”
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Public Forum/Speak Out

Refl ections from the pulpit

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

Today:  Partly cloudy. High
of 79F. Winds from the ESE at 
5 to 10 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy. 
Low of 64F. Winds from the 
SSE at 5 to 10 mph.

Extended Forecast
Monday: Partly cloudy. High of 79F. 

Winds from the SSW at 5 to 10 mph. 
Monday Night: Partly cloudy. Low of 

63F. Winds from the WSW at 5 to 10 mph. 
Tuesday: Overcast with a chance of a

thunderstorm and rain, then a chance of
rain in the afternoon. High of 72F. Winds
from the SW at 5 to 15 mph shifting to the
NNW in the afternoon. Chance of rain 70%
with rainfall amounts near 0.4 in. possible. 

Tuesday Night: Clear. Low of 46F. Winds
from the NNW at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of
rain 20%. 

Wednesday: Clear. High of 73F. Winds
from the North at 5 to 10 mph. 

Okeechobee Forecast

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

The spirit of 
giving 
The Senior Principal Advisory 
Group decided to support Toys for 
Tots with a school-wide communi-
ty service effort. Pictured with the 
toys is Mr. and Miss OHS - Saman-
tha Rivero and BJ Jonassaint. The 
group wanted to give back to the 
community of Okeechobee because 
the community gives so much to 
the students at Okeechobee High 
School.
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Imagine everyday freedom.

Always need to go?

For more information, visit 
www.everyday-freedom.com or call 1-800-664-5111.

Important Safety Information About InterStim Therapy
InterStim Therapy for Urinary Control treats urinary retention (inability to completely empty the bladder) and 

the symptoms of overactive bladder, including urinary urge incontinence (leakage) and significant symptoms 

of urgency-frequency. It should be used after you have tried other treatments such as medications and 

behavioral therapy and they have not worked, or you could not tolerate them.

You should have a successful trial assessment before receiving InterStim Therapy. You cannot have diathermy 

(deep heat treatment from electromagnetic energy) if you have an InterStim device.

InterStim Therapy is not intended for patients with a urinary blockage. Safety and effectiveness have not 

been established for pregnancy and delivery; patients under the age of 16; or for patients with neurological 

diseases such as multiple sclerosis.

In addition to risks related to surgery, complications can include pain at the implant sites, new pain, infection, 

lead (thin wire) movement/migration, device problems, interactions with certain other devices or diagnostic 

equipment such as MRI, undesirable changes in urinary or bowel function, and uncomfortable stimulation 

(sometimes described as a jolting or shocking feeling).

This therapy is not for everyone. Please consult your physician to decide whether InterStim Therapy is right 

for you. A prescription is required. For further information, please call Medtronic at 1-800-328-0810 and/or 

consult Medtronic’s website at www.medtronic.com.  

USA Rx Only. Rev 0110

Co-sponsored by Medtronic

David A. Sigalow, M.D.
Lakeshore Urology
215 NE 19th Drive

Okeechobee, FL  34972

863-763-0217

If you’ve tried treatments that haven’t been successful, 
don’t lose hope. 

Finding relief from bladder control problems can be a long journey. 

InterStim Therapy may be an option for patients who have not had 

success with, or could not tolerate, more conservative treatments for 

overactive bladder or urinary retention.

Make an appointment today to find out if InterStim Therapy can 
eliminate or greatly reduce your bladder control problems by 
calling Lakeshore Urology at 863-763-0217.

5Okeechobee NewsDecember 16, 2012

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Two Okeechobee men 
were arrested on felony 
drug charges after detec-
tives from the Narcotics 
Task Force stopped their 
vehicle for illegal window 
tint.

Arrest affi davits indicate 
that Roosevelt Futch, 36, 
and Walter Stephen Hop-
kins, 58, were both arrested Monday, Dec. 
10, and booked into the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Jail.

Futch, N.E. 15th Ave., was charged with 
the sale/delivery of a controlled substance 
(alprazolam). His bond was set at $10,000, 
and he has been released on bond.

Hopkins, S.E. 26th St., was charged with 
the felonies of traffi cking in morphine and 
possession of a controlled substance (alpra-
zolam) without a prescription. He was also 
charged with the misdemeanors of posses-
sion of marijuana under 20 grams and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

He is being held on $31,000 bond.
The arrest reports by a task force detec-

tive stated that after stopping the blue 1996 
Ford automobile being driven by Futch that 
pills were found on the back fl oorboard of 
the vehicle. Futch reportedly told the detec-
tives he had just picked up the prescriptions 
for his father in law.

The pills were morphine and alprazolam, 
added the report.

When the detective 
counted the alprazolam 
pills there were seven miss-
ing from the 90-count pre-
scription. Futch, continued 
the detective, could not 
explain what happened to 
the missing pills.

As for Hopkins, when 
detectives asked him to get 
out of the vehicle he did so 
with two plastic bags in his 
hands. One bag contained 

morphine tablets, and the other contained 
alprazolam pills. Hopkins reportedly told the 
detective he had a script for the tablets but 
did not have it with him.

The detective went on to state that a 
smoking pipe was found in Hopkins’ pock-
et. A fi eld test was performed on a residue in 
the pipe and it apparently indicated a posi-
tive result for the presence of marijuana.

Also found on Hopkins was a piece of 
plastic straw that had a white residue on the 
inside. The straw is used to snort pills, stated 
the detective’s report.

According to the detective Hopkins later 
stated that he does not have a valid script for 
the pills, and that he had just purchased the 
30 morphine tablets for $5 each. Hopkins 
allegedly told the detective that he had pur-
chased the alprazolam pills a couple of days 
before being caught with them.

The morphine tablets weighed 14 grams, 
indicated the detective, which led to the traf-
fi cking charge.

Men reportedly caught 
with prescription pills

The Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
investigated reports of the following crimes 
last week.

ASSAULT
• 900 block of N.W. 23rd Lane
• 1500 block of S.E. 35th Circle
• 2700 block of S.E. 25th Drive

BURGLARY
• 13000 block of N.E. 26th Ave. (vehicle)
• 4200 block of S.E. 29th Court
• 7950 S.R. 78 W.
• 7950 S.R. 78 W.
• 7950 S.R. 78 W.
• 7950 S.R. 78 W.
• 7950 S.R. 78 W.
• 8900 block of S.R. 78 W.
• 8900 block of S.R. 78 W.
• 2800 block of N.W. Seventh St.
• 36000 block of N.E. 10th Drive
• 12000 block of N.E. 18th Ave.
• 7900 block of S.R. 78 W.
• 1700 block of N.W. 338th St.
• 3700 block of N.W. Eighth Ave.

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
• 3100 block of S.R. 78 W.
• 8600 block of S.R. 78 W.
• 500 block of S.E. 36th Terrace

FRAUD
• 6600 block of S.E. 52nd Court

• 1400 block of S.W. 19th Terrace
• 19000 block of N.W. 80th Drive

ROBBERY
• 4100 block of U.S. 441 S.

THEFT
• 31000 block of U.S. 441 N
• 900 block of N.W. 23rd Lane
• 7200 block of N.E. 11th Lane (vehicle)
• 900 block of N.E. 15th Ave.
• 9800 block of U.S. 441 S.E. (license tag 

& decal)
• 1500 block of S.R. 70 E. (vehicle)
• 2800 block of N.W. Seventh St. (mon-

ey)
• 1400 block of S.E. Seventh St.
• 900 block of S.E. 36th Terrace (water 

pump)
• 10700 block of N.E. 100th Ave. (license 

tag)
• 1000 block of N.E. 13th Ave. (identity)
• 3200 block of U.S. 441 S. (purse)
• 13000 block of N.W. 22nd Ave. (hors-

es)
• 800 block of U.S. 441 S.E. (license tag)
• 9200 block of S.E. 60th Drive (I-pod)
• 7200 block of N.W. 84th Court (electric-

ity)

VANDALISM
• 3600 block of N.W. First St.

Investigations

Walter Stephen
Hopkins

Roosevelt
Futch



Elks Lodge hosts dinner
On Sunday, Dec. 16, at 2 p.m. the Elks 

Lodge will host a pot luck dinner and will 
follow with the instillation of the newly-
formed Elks Lodge and the installation of of-
fi cers to follow. The meeting will take place 
at the VFW South 441. If you have any ques-
tions, please call 863-467-2658

American Legion Post 64 
opens Sunday night bingo

American Legion 64 will once again host 
Sunday night bingo beginning on Dec. 16 at 
6:30 p.m. Doors open at 5 p.m. in the non-
smoking bingo area. The kitchen will offer 
a limited menu. Payoffs will be determined 
by player attendance. All proceeds to benefi t 
the American Legion veterans’ programs. 
The event is open to the public.

YaYa Angels host bingo
The Buckhead Ridge YaYa Angels will 

be hosting a 5 card bingo luncheon Sun-
day, Dec. 16 at the Buckhead Ridge Moose 
Lodge 1016 Linda Road. There will be a spa-
ghetti with sweet Italian sausage and cheesy 
garlic bread for a $5 donation. All proceeds 
will benefi t Relay for Life.

VFW Auxiliary hosts breakfast
Buckhead Ridge VFW Ladies Auxiliary 

will host their monthly Sunday breakfast 
Dec. 16, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Buck-
head Ridge VFW Post on S.R. 78. They will 
be serving biscuits and gravy, sausage, home 
fries, eggs, toast, coffee and juice. This event 
is open to the public. For more information 
please call the  Post at 863-467-2882.

Clubs plan potluck dinner
Garden and Orchid Club potluck dinner 

will be Monday, Dec. 17 at 6 p.m. The Gar-
den and Orchid Clubs will hold a holiday 
potluck at the Extension Center, 451 U.S. 
98 N. Bring your favorite dish to share. For 
more information call 863-763-6469.

Retired teachers to meet
The Okeechobee Retired Educators As-

sociation wants to announce that they will 
meet on Monday, Dec. 17, beginning at 11 
a.m. At the home of Sharlene Avant. Mem-
bers are reminded to bring a covered dish 
as well as canned food items for the annual 
food bank drive. For more information call 
863-763-5755.

Ad Litem group will
distribute gifts to children

All persons donating to the children rep-
resented by the Okeechobee County Guard-
ian ad Litem (GAL) Program may leave your 
unwrapped gift(s) either at the UPS Store, S. 
Parrott Ave., or D4 Powersports, 1460 S.R. 
78 W. The deadline is Dec. 17. They will be 
picked up and distributed to the child’s GAL 
by Judi Tremain, RN, GAL and Jimmy Jack-
son, GAL, for delivery prior to Christmas. If 
you need items to be picked up, please call 
Judi at 863-697-1717.

Historical society to meet
The Okeechobee Historical Society is 

having its monthly meeting on Monday, 
Dec. 17 beginning at noon in the Histori-
cal Society Museum. Members are asked 
to bring a covered dish as well as school 
supplies for our Christmas project. Anyone 
interested in joining the Society is invited to 
attend. Dues are $10 per year. If interested 
in joining the Tantie Quilters, they meet on 
Thursdays in the museum on Highway 98.

Free Christmas concert set
There will be a special free Christmas 

Concert featuring “The Doorkeepers” Tues-
day, Dec. 18, at 6:30 p.m. at The Pentecos-
tals of Okeechobee 405 S.W. 10th Ave. Call 
863- 873-447-9140 for more information.

Shrine Club hosting dinner
The Okeechobee Shrine Club will hold a 

spaghetti dinner Tuesday evening Dec. 18 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Reservations are not 
required. The Shrine Club is please to offer 
smoke -free dinning. For your listening and 
dancing pleasure, music will be provided 5 
to 8 p.m. The complete dinner is available 
for a donation of only $6. For more infor-
mation on the activities of the Okeechobee 
Shrine Club please contact Kip Gardner at 
863-357-0427, Mac Simpson at 863-484-0427 
or the Shrine Club at 863-763-3378.

OHS softball meeting slated
If your daughter is planning to try out for 

the Okeechobee High School softball team, 
there is a mandatory parent meeting on 
Thursday, Dec. 20. at 6:30 p.m. In the OHS 
Media Center. If you are unable to attend, 
please send another adult to represent you. 
Important information regarding the season 
will be presented.

ODEC will meet Dec. 20
On Dec. 20 the ODEC will be holding 

their re-organizational meeting at which 
time offi cers will be elected. The meeting 
will begin at 6 p.m. in the meeting room of 
Beef O’Brady’s. The positions to be elected 
include: chairman, vice chair, secretary, trea-
surer, state committeeman and state com-
mitteewoman. Any interested Democrat is 
invited to attend.

Moose Lodge to hold dinner
Buckhead Ridge Moose Lodge 2417 will 

be hosting a stuffed pepper dinner Thurs-
day, Dec. 20 from 5-7:15 p.m.  There will be 
fi ve-card bingo starting at 6:30. All proceeds 
will benefi t Moose Charities.

School hosts Winter Carnival
South Elementary School will host their 

annual Winter Carnival on Dec. 20 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. There will be games, food, 
entertainment and a silent auction. The pub-
lic is welcome.

OKMC offering hams, turkeys
Okeechobee Main Street is again offering 

the service of ordering honey baked ham 
products for Christmas. Orders will be de-
livered directly to Okeechobee Main Street, 
giving you an opportunity to purchase 
these wonderful products without fi ghting 
the crowds on the coast. Products range 
from spiral cut hams, whole turkeys, turkey 
breasts, large vegetable sides and desserts. 
Call 863-357-6246 for more information.

Fountain of Life hosts musical
Pastor Dave and Linda Robertson and 

Fountain of Life Church present, “Perspec-
tives of Christmas,” and original musical, on 
Sunday, Dec. 16, at 11 a.m. In this original 
musical drama, the story of the nativity is 
told from various points of view. Hear from 
Mary and Joseph as they remember back 
to that special occasion. Listen as Dimeon 
and Anna sing of that day they had awaited 
for so long. See the wisemen and shepherds 
proclaim the birth of a king; The King! Lo-
cation: 1302 S.W. 32nd St. Nursery available 
for ages 3 and under. Call 863-763-8945 or 
863-801-1297 for more information.

Santa to visit Okeechobee
Santa will travel around inside the city 

limits on a City of Okeechobee fi re truck. On 
Dec. 19 he will drive through the Northwest 
and Northeast sections of the City. On Dec. 
20, he will travel through the Southeast sec-
tion. On Dec. 21, he will visit the southwest 
section of the city.
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Available 24/7

http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Tiles2.aspx?sortby=type&type=Florida

View all our online sections in the comfort of your own home or on the go!

Friday, October 26, 2012
  

Supplement to the:

CONSULT-A-NURSE ®  For Free Physician Referral & Health Care Questions call 763-9228

Providing our community quality 

healthcare services with a personal 

touch for more than 30 years

 Emergency Services - 24 hrs /7 days a week

Orthopedics - Introducing Dr. Benjamin Epstein

 Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy

Radiology Services -  Accredited by the 

American College of Radiology in:

CT Scan, Digital Mammography, MRI, Nuclear Medicine, & Ultrasound

Surgical Services - Minimally Invasive 

Procedures/ Inpatient and Outpatient Services

 Occupational Health / Workers’ Compensation

We Treat Kids Too!

Available year-round at florida.newszap.com
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School 

Information

Guide 
Featuring 

Superintendent Letter

School Calendar 

SCHOOL BUS SCHEDULE

School Listing 

Progress Report & 

Report Card Schedule

Call to Schedule your eye appontment today!

763-3937

606 North Parrott Avenue

www.biglakeeyecare.com 

Big Lake 

   Eye Care

Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists

• Metal & Shingle Roofs 

• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338
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The Okeechobee News Front Office 
will be closed Monday, Dec. 24 & Tuesday, Dec. 25 for 
Christmas
Wednesday, Dec. 26 
ROP DEADLINE 
Noon on Friday, Dec 21. 

Classified Deadline 
3pm on Friday, Dec. 21
Obituary Deadline 

10 am Mon. Dec. 24

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m. 
Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

Okeechobee 
Livestock Market 

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee 
(863) 763-3127

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING

SPRING LAKE GOLF RESORT

Bobcat Run Golf Club
863.655.0202

Panther Creek &
Cougar Trail
863.655.0101

18 Holes $1600
Tax & Cart Included

18 HOLES Same Day Specials

$2400 
Before 11:00am

$2000 
After 11:00am

$8800 
Tax & Cart Included

9 Holes $900
Tax & Cart Included

45 Holes of Great Golf!

Highway 98
30 miles N of Okeechobee

Rates Apply ONLY if Tee Time is 
Booked Within 24 Hours of Play!

Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Fri., Dec. 14TH - 
Thurs., Dec. 20TH

For Info, Call 763-7202

I: “THE HOBBIT: THE UNEXPECTED JOURNEY”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 only, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 2:00 

& 7:00 only, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

II: “PITCH PERFECT”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

III: “ARGO”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

PG-13

PG-13

R
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Special to the Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee County Health Depart-
ment is pleased to announce the release of 
the Okeechobee County Community Health 
Assessment (CHA) and Community Health 
Improvement Plan (CHIP). The CHA and 
the CHIP are a result of the effort, participa-
tion, and contribution of a wide spectrum 
of health and human service organizations 
and community leaders and stakeholders 
that came together around the commitment 
to improve and enhance services for the bet-
terment of the community. 

The assessment and planning processes 
aim to identify and prioritize unmet health 
care and human service needs of a popula-
tion and identify possible interventions to 
meet those needs. In 2011, the Okeechobee 
County Health Department engaged the 
Health Council of Southeast Florida to facili-
tate a comprehensive, county-wide health 
needs assessment and to help guide the 
development of the CHIP for Okeechobee 
County. The CHA report includes second-
ary data from national, state and local data-
bases. It also includes primary data that en-
compasses the community’s perspective. A 
group of stakeholders in the community, the 
Community Health Advisory Team (CHAT), 
played an integral role in reviewing the data, 
identifying priorities and planning for ac-
tion.

The top two priorities identifi ed and in-
cluded in Okeechobee’s CHIP are:

Obesity/Hypertension/Diabetes
Background:
• In Okeechobee County the rate of 

obese adults (BMI of 30 or higher) is ap-
proximated to be 38.1 percent; the eighth 
highest among Florida’s counties and higher 
than Florida as a whole (27.2 percent)

• The rate of hospitalizations in Okeecho-
bee from or with diabetes is 4973 per 
100,000, highest among Florida’s counties. 

• In Okeechobee 48.5 percent of males 
and 34.5 percent of females have been diag-
nosed with hypertension.

Teen High Risk Behavior
Background:
• The birth rate to mothers ages 14-18 in 

the county was 47.7 per 1,000 and the birth 
rate to mothers ages 15-19 was 75 per 1,000 
both more than double the rate in Florida as 
a whole.

• The rate of sexually transmitted dis-
eases (chlamydia, gonorrhea and bacte-

rial syphilis) was 525.7 per 100,000 in 2010, 
a rate that has increased from 270.6 per 
100,000 in 2001. 

Okeechobee County is faced with the 
challenge of balancing the desire to provide 
residents access to quality health and hu-
man services with decreasing resources and 
increasing demand. This community needs 
assessment enables all of us to better under-
stand the needs of the community and aid in 
planning for services in an effort to most effi -
ciently use resources and improve the health 
of the residents in our community.

Community health improvement is im-
provement of the community and it is done 
largely by the community. To that, all stake-
holders are invited to participate in improv-
ing Okeechobee County’s health. 

To get a copy of the CHIP (Community 
Health Improvement Plan) or for more in-
formation or to get involved in the County’s 
health improvement activities, please con-
tact: Brian Sell, Okeechobee Department of 
Health Preparedness & Planning Coordina-
tor, 863-462-5865, or via email brian_sell@
doh.state.fl .us.

Health department announces health improvement plan

Okeechobee Livestock Market Report

Prices slid off this week, es-
pecially slaughter cows. Cows 
were cheaper everywhere this 
week by $6-$8, in some cases 
$10. Bulls were fairly close to 
steady to $2 lower. Big supply of 
cows coming to town. Still think 
once we get past this bottleneck, 
it will turn around. Calves were 
also lower on most classes with 
heavier, better quality calves 
holding their value the best. 
We’re seeing a lot of “cleanup” 
cattle and quality has not been 
all that good. This price drop is 
typical for this time of year and 
I still believe we’re looking at 
higher prices later on.

Robbie’s Feed & Supply, Mi-
ami, topped the calf market with 
a high of $2.90 bought by Thom-
as Cattle. Bishop Bros Dairy, 
Lorida, topped the cow market 
with a high of 76.00 bought by 
Central Beef.

We have 87 head of Cross-
bred Cows, 5-10 years old, bred 
to Angus & Charolais Bulls to 
calve in the Spring. $1100. Call 
Jeff or Todd at the offi ce.

See ya next week! Todd
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Call a PRO fessional

An Affordable way to 
Advertise YOUR business! 

Call 863-763-3134

JONES EQUIPMENTEst. 
1989

4558 US Hwy 441 S.E.
Okeechobee, FL 

1-888-683-7853     863-763-5342
Cargo • Auto • Utility Trailers & Parts

Cho
ice Automotive& Custom Exhaust

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service  • Brakes 
Window Motors •  Tune-Ups • Welding • Engine Mechanics

863-467-6633
Located Behind Rita’s
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee, FL  

203 SE 2nd St.
Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License 
AL11944

Tree Locators, Inc. 
“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”
-Plants
-Trees
-Natural Stone
-Decorative Gravel

-Manufactured Stone 
-Design
-Installation
-Full Garden Center

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34974
863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730
treelocators@aol.com

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone

198 Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972
(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • FAX (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

Process 
Service 

PS-06-17
Bail

Bonds

Gregory Gernat 
588 NE 28th Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-357-2888 or toll Free 877-568-3864

UNIQUE SERVICES

ProMobile Bicycle 
Repair Service

BBI Graduate    
Lic# G12000032821

All Makes & Models 
I Come to You!

(561)309-9320 
NOW SERVING 
OKEECHOBEE, MARTIN & PALM BEACH COUNTY

10% Off 

Standard 

Tune Up 

with this

coupon!

Visit Us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/promobilebicyclerepair

The 
HERITAGE

608 NE 2nd Ave., Okeechobee

Assisted Living
 Facility

Respite Care 24/7 Available
863-763-1700 

License A111896

Aluminum Division of 
Seminole Construction Development Inc. 

Affordable Prices 
Screen Rooms - Patios - Carports - Glass or Acrylic rooms  

Hurricane Protection - Awnings Vinyl siding 
Raised wood decks - Concrete work - Repair Work

 Re-screens, And more
We are the aluminum specialist with 30 years experience

 quality built at affordable prices - free local estimates

(863) 697-1447
Michael D. 

(239) 289-6446
ZackLicense Number CGC 1515249

Annual Election Period 
for Medicare is here!

Visit: www.aleapinsurance.com 
Request to be contacted by a 

Licensed Agent 
or call (863) 763-7114

Jessie Vasquez Sr., General Agent

Interested in a 
Medicare Advantage Plan?

Grand Opening 
Celebration

Dec. 8th 2:00 - 5:30 p.m.
...........Refreshments and door prizes...........

(863) 634-0241
1136 S. Parrott Ave., Okeechobee FL 

http://fawnsstudio.weebly.com

Fawn’s Studio Dr. Jennifer Cook
Chiropractic care with a mother’s touch! 

Okeechobee Office 
916 W. North Park St.
cookchiroclinic@yahoo.com

Clewiston Office
309 Central Ave.

863-233-6084
Call today

Crossroads

Restaurant

5050 NE 128th Ave 
Okeechobee 

(corner of 70E & 128th Ave..)
Hours: Mon -Sat
5:30 am - 2:30pm
Sun 7am -230pm

(863)  763-8333

David & Carolyn Douglas, Owners

8 Okeechobee News December 16, 2012



InterStim® Therapy now 
available to treat Chronic 
Fecal Incontinence

Raulerson Hospital is now offering a new 
treatment option for patients with the debili-
tating and stigmatized condition of chronic 
fecal incontinence (an accident or leaking 
involving stool) who have not found relief 
from more conservative treatment options. 

According to a National Institutes of 
Health-funded study, more than 18 million 
Americans suffer from bowel incontinence 
problems, and as a result they often struggle 
with everyday activities, such as traveling or 
spending time with friends and family. Now, 
Raulerson Hospital is offering InterStim® 
Therapy for Bowel Control, a minimally in-
vasive option proven to improve or restore 
bowel control. This specifi c therapy was ap-
proved by the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration on March 14, 2011. 

“Bowel control problems can signifi cant-
ly impair a patient’s quality of life, and many 
patients are too embarrassed or uncomfort-
able to talk about the problem with their 
physician,” said Dr. David Sigalow, the phy-
sician who performs InterStim Therapy at 
Raulerson Hospital. “Until now, there have 
been limited treatment options for people 
with fecal incontinence. InterStim Therapy 
for Bowel Control gives these individuals 
hope for living a more normal life.”

The implantable InterStim system uses 
mild electrical stimulation of the sacral 
nerves to infl uence the behavior of the pel-
vic fl oor muscles and bowel. As a result, the 
therapy signifi cantly reduces fecal inconti-
nent episodes for most patients. One of the 
benefi ts of InterStim Therapy is the patients’ 
and physician’s ability to determine the pa-
tient’s probable success with the therapy 
through a trial assessment, prior to the ac-
tual implantation of the device.

Originally approved by the FDA in 1997 
for urinary urge incontinence, InterStim 
Therapy now can be used for both urinary 
control and bowel control in many geogra-
phies, including the United States, Europe, 
Canada and Australia. To date, more than 
100,000 people have received InterStim 
Therapy worldwide.

Throughout 2011 and 2012 Raulerson 
Hospital has been performing InterStim 

Therapy for patients seeking relief for uri-
nary incontinence, performing eleven of the 
minimally invasive procedures already this 
month. Now, in addition to the InterStim 
Therapy procedures performed at Raulerson 
Hospital for patients suffering with urinary 
incontinence, patients seeking treatment 
for bowel incontinence problems can also 
be treated with InterStim Therapy. “Rauler-
son Hospital is always striving to offer our 
community additional healthcare services,” 
explained Brian Melear, Chief Nursing Offi -
cer at Raulerson Hospital. “We are excited 
to provide a procedure that can mean so 
much to those suffering from either form of 
incontinence.”

In addition to risks related to a surgical 
procedure such as infection and swelling, 
neurostimulator or lead related problems 
may occur and require surgery or cause re-
turn of symptoms. 

Fecal incontinence is more common in 
adults, predominately women, and it is not 
a normal part of aging. Fecal incontinence 
can be caused by a variety of factors, includ-
ing damage to the nerves or muscles in the 
rectum from trauma such as childbirth, or 
other pelvic health disorders. 

Important Safety Information about 
InterStim Therapy for Bowel Control:

InterStim Therapy for Bowel Control 
treats fecal incontinence (an accident or 
leaking involving stool). It should be used 
after you have tried other treatments such as 

medications and dietary modifi cations and 

they have not worked, or if you are not a 

candidate for them.

You should have a successful trial assess-

ment before receiving InterStim Therapy. 

You cannot have diathermy (deep heat treat-

ment from electromagnetic energy) if you 

have an InterStim device. 

Safety and effectiveness have not been 

established for pregnancy and delivery; pa-

tients under the age of 18; or for patients 

with progressive, systemic neurological dis-

eases.

In addition to risks related to surgery, 

complications can include pain at the im-

plant sites, new pain, infection, lead (thin 

wire) movement/migration, device prob-

lems, interactions with certain other devices 

or diagnostic equipment such as MRI, unde-

sirable changes in urinary or bowel function, 

and uncomfortable stimulation (sometimes 

described as a jolting or shocking feeling).  

This therapy is not for everyone. Patients 

should consult their physician to decide 

whether InterStim Therapy is right for them. 

A prescription is required. If you would like 

a free physician referral regarding InterStim 

Therapy, call Consult-A-Nurse at 863-763-

9228.
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Take comfort in knowing that if a patient requires alternative, 
specialized treatment, we have an immediate and seamless transfer 

process with our sister HCA facilities on the Treasure Coast:

Lawnwood Regional Medical Center & Heart Institute
and St. Lucie Medical Center.

That is why we are here delivering 
quality care when you need us 
most. Our state-of-the-art facility 
provides shorter average wait time, 
consistently below the national 
average. You can even let us know 
you are coming by using the new 
iNotify feature from iTriage.

EMERGENCIES DON’T WAIT 
FOR APPOINTMENTS 

...OR HOLIDAYS.

We Treat Kids Too!

Discount Guns & Ammo
Has joined forces with 

America’s largest 
online fi rearms 

shopping mall to bring 
you exclusive  

low low prices
Glock 19 9MM Gen 3 
Compact (ID#80604)
INTERNET SALE ONLY 
$499

Ruger LCP .380 ACP 2.75” Blue 6rd 
(ID#80460)

INTERNET SALE ONLY 
$299

Remington Rifl e 6550 597 
Standard Semi Auto  .22LR (ID# 77812) 

INTERNET SALE ONLY 
$186

in store
 ONLY!!

All NEW Kimber pistols 
$100 off 

already low 
discounted prices

Hurry While Supplies Last!!
Log onto 

 
24/7 and receive your order at 
the store in as little as 72 hours 

with no shipping and 
no FFL transfer fees on fi rearms

Stop by the store to preview 
each item. We can take care of 

your order at the store 

We have the lowest prices, 
best service & now the largest 

inventory of any gun store 
in Okeechobee! 

AMMO 
5.56MM x 45

Brass 55 gr FMJ-BT
$7.99 box of 20

122 SE Park St, Okeechobee
863-623-4471

www.ShootersChoiceGuns.net
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Hospital offers therapy for bowel control

Martha’s House plans 
fundraiser auction; seeks 
donations of items

Martha’s House is seeking items for si-
lent and live auction to be held at the Ca-
ribbean Night Dinner and Comedy Show, 
featuring music by The Chobee Steelers 
on Feb. 9 at the KOA. They would greatly 
appreciate any and all donations. This 
event will benefi t victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault. For more infor-
mation, please contact Martha’s House at 
863-763-2893.
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AND ALSO RECEIVE OFFERS**
CATCH A FREE RIDE!

THE BUS PICKS UP AT:

Highway 721 west of Lake Okeechobee on the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation

**Offers cannot be combined with new member offers. Must be 18 
years old to play Bingo. See Bingo Hall for complete details . Limited 
Space Available. We reserve the right to cancel at any time. See 
Player’s Club for complete details. Must be at least 21 years old 
and a Seminole Player’s Club member to participate. Management 
reserves all rights. Person who have been trespassed or banned by 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into the self-
exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you know has 
a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

17735 Reservation Road
Okeechobee, FL 34974

1.800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.com

NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED, FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE.
ADDITIONAL STOPS AVAILABLE IN OTHER AREAS, CALL 1.800.360.9875 EXT 5655 FOR MORE INFO. 
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TIMES ARE ESTIMATED AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE BASED ON TRAVEL CONDITIONS.

TUESDAYS

HAMPTON INN
1200 STATE RD. 70

Casino Departure 5:30pm

WEDNESDAYS/THURSDAYS

SUNDAYS

HAMPTON INN
1200 STATE RD. 70

Casino Departure 7:30pm

HAMPTON INN
1200 STATE RD. 70

Casino Departure 6pm

NEW NON-SMOKING SLOT AREA!

EEEEEERRRRRRRRRRFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRFFFFFFFFFFFFF EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE**************************** SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE OOONNNNNNNNNN OOOOOOOOOOOOOOIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN ONNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNIIIIIIIIIIIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOORRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCNNNUUUUUU UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUNNNNNNNNNNLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
*Must be 55+ and a Player’s Club member. Items subject to change, available while supplies last.

Like us 
on Facebook

NEW

valid through December 31, 2012

Coupon must 
be presented at 
time of service
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Indian River State College 
will hold its second Fall Com-
mencement on Tuesday, Dec. 
18. The college instituted the 
Fall Commencement cer-
emony last year in response 
to the dramatically increasing 
number of IRSC graduates 
and the growth trend has 
continued throughout this 
year. IRSC has announced 
that 1,996 students earned 
their Bachelor’s Degree or Associate Degree so 
far during the 2012/2013 academic year, includ-
ing the 2012 Summer I, Summer II and Fall se-
mesters. This represents an 18 percent increase 
over the 1,696 graduating in December of 2011. 

The Fall Ceremony will be held at 3 p.m. in 
the Havert L. Fenn Center at 2000 Virginia Ave-
nue in Fort Pierce. IRSC will continue to hold the 
traditional Spring Commencement Ceremony in 
May. 

Bachelor’s Degree graduates are the most 
rapidly growing group with 242 students to be 
awarded a Baccalaureate degree from IRSC. 
Twenty-two Bachelor’s Degree students who 
have been inducted into honors societies will be 
recognized at the Commencement ceremony. 
Since the college began offering Bachelor’s De-
gree programs in 2008, over 800 students have 
earned a four-year degree from IRSC.

“Treasure Coast residents increasingly rec-
ognize the importance of obtaining a degree to 
increase their skills and earning potential,” said 
Dr. Edwin R. Massey, IRSC President. “They are 
attracted to IRSC by the combination of quality 
education, affordable tuition and strong commit-
ment to student success. “

The Fall Commencement speaker will be 
Senator Joe Negron who represents District 32 in 
the Florida Senate, where he serves as Chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee. Sen. Negron 
is a native Floridian, born in West Palm Beach. 
He holds an undergraduate degree from Stetson 
University, a law degree from Emory University 
and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration 
from Harvard University. He practices law with 
the statewide law fi rm of Gunster. A resident of 
Stuart, Sen. Negron has focused his legislative 
efforts on the budget, insurance issues and the 
protection of individual liberties.

Following an era of signifi cant growth the 
May 2012 IRSC Commencement Ceremony 
marked the 10th consecutive year of record class 
sizes with 2,950 graduates. The college’s fi rst 
Commencement Ceremony was held on June 
11, 1962 with 28 Associate Degree graduates.

IRSC has been recognized recently at the na-
tional level, with ranking as the 10th top public 
regional college in the South by U.S. News & 
World Report 2013 rankings of Best Colleges. 
IRSC is also designated as the fi fth Most Afford-
able College in the nation by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education
Established in 1960 in Fort Pierce, Florida, 

IRSC is accredited by the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools. The comprehensive 
state college offers over 150 programs, including 
Bachelor’s Degrees, Associate in Arts Degrees for 
college and university transfer, Associate in Sci-
ence Degrees for career training and Quick Job 
Training. Campuses are located in Fort Pierce, 
Stuart, Port St. Lucie, Vero Beach and Okeecho-
bee. For more information, visit www.irsc.edu or 
call 1-866-792-4772.

IRSC holds second fall commencement, Dec. 18

IRSC Okeechobee County students who 
applied for graduation by Nov. 27, 2012 in-
clude the following.

Associate in Arts Degree IRSC Fall 
2012: Yesenia Natalie Aguirre, Yesica Albar-
ran, Lucina Anselmo, Paige Rene Arnold, 
Jaquan Tyrell Bentley, Rebekah Jane Bish-
op, Eva Louise Blackwood, Dianna Suzanne 
Bradley, William Alan Cantrell, Aveola Her-
nandez Carrillo, Maribel Castaneda, Marilyn 
Cordero, Michael Erwin Cornell, Jennifer 
Christa Cory, Nancy Cruz, Lori Purdy Dick-
son, Christiana Elizabeth Duffi eld, Jami 
Samantha Fadley, Jessica Marie Francis, 
Brianna Fryar, Tyna Wilkins Futch, Jose 
Garcia, Elzie Grant, Brittany Nicole Hag-
gard, Shemaiah Clarissa Henderson, Hector 
Emilio Hernandez, Jomar Jess Hernandez, 
Fernando Herrera, Caitlan Paige Higgins, 
Tamara S. Higgins, Dillon Michael Hob-

son, Chelsie Faith Houston, Kristin Nicole 
Johnson, Thomas Lee Landgren, Thomas 
Andrew Machado, Sarah Louise Maixner, 
Valerie Lynn Mckee, Wendi Elaine Miller, 
Adriana Olenka Mitchell, Raquel Moreno, 
Diana Ondina Moros, Andrea Nicole Mur-
phy, Kenneth Boyd Murphy, Lisa Newman, 
Brittany Gale Nichols, Ricardo Nieto Jr., 
Maria DeJesus Olivares, Priscilla E. Orozco, 
Emily Ann Peppers, Jennifer Pinon, Erick 
Drew Raulerson, Kayla Lynn Raulerson, Ju-
lia Ann Reynolds, Erica Victoria Rodriguez, 
Karli Irene Rowell, Gary Lane Russell Jr., Sa-
che’ Kiera Sapp, Linda J. Seder, Melissa Ser-
rano, Cynthia Ann Seville, Adrianna Abner 
Smith, Courtney Soto, Amanda Dawn Spri-
gle, Justina Rae Stokes, Luis Antonio Torres, 
Sandra Torres, Wayne Brothers Watson III, 
Brian James Wendt, Tiffany Ann Williams, 
Kimberly Dawn Wojcieszak.

Associate in Applied Science De-
gree: Jacob Kenneth Bryan, Jennifer 
Sauceda and Jacob B. Smith.

Associate in Science Degree: Stephen T. 
Briney, Allan A. Garza, Maria S. Hernandez, 
Abbey Jo Hoover, Rosa N. Martinez, Alma 
Ruth Medrano, Wendy Lou Morgan, Chris-
tina Rae Morse, Linda Faye Nieto, Juan Elias 
Tagle, Kimberley G. Thomas, Robert Wes-
ley Walters.

Bachelor of Applied Science De-
gree: Alfonso Arana Jr., Shaunaye Lacole 
Brown, Carlton Hubert Elliott, Shanna Ma-
rie Furphy, Charlene White Haynes, Kristina 
Marie Mellette, Raquel Moreno, Shaun M. 
Morgan, Lisa Newman, Mary Jo Robards, 
Ashley Marie Rowell, Peritz Samuels.

Bachelor of Science Degree: Hannah 
Kay Bishop, Jessica Lauren Bradley and 
Heather Lynn Granger.

Okeechobee County residents to graduate IRSC

Senator Joe
Negron
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PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED. ALL OFFERS WITH APPROVED CREDIT PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE & DEALER FEE. ^O% APR IN LIEU OF REBATES. †INTEREST ACCRUES FROM DATE OF PURCHASE. *LEASE PAYMENTS: 39 MOS., $0 DOWN, 12K MILES/YEAR. SUBSIDIZED FOR FIRST 
6 MOS. AFTER 6 MOS: FRONTIER: N29917 33 MOS. AT $329. VERSA: N33148 33 MONTHS @ $249. SENTRA: N32237 33 MONTHS @ $259. ROGUE: N26845 33 MONTHS $339. ALTIMA: N31002 33 MONTHS @$299. ALL PRICES & PMTS. INCLUDE ALL REBATES AND 
DISCOUNTS AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS AND APPLY TO $0 DOWN. MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER DESIGNATED LENDER. DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. OFFER ENDS 12/31/2012

F O R T P I E R C E N I S S A N . C O M
“I’m Mike Grieco.  

I’ll Save You Thousands! 
I Guarantee It.”

Michael Grieco, Jr.
CEO/COO

FT. PIERCE
NISSAN

OPE
N 

SU
NDAY

S

11
AM

-6P
M!

SALES HOURS:
MON-FRI: 8:30AM – 8:00PM

SAT: 8:30AM – 7:00PM  SUN: 11AM-6PM

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
4815 SOUTH US HWY 1, FORT PIERCE
JUST NORTH OF MIDWAY ON US-1

CALL: 1-888-728-4235
 SHOP 24/7 FOR THE BEST DEALS 

FortPierceNissan.com
VISIT:
CLICK:

FT. PIERCE NISSAN IS TAKING ON THE FAMILY NAME! 
       FT. PIERCE NISSAN IS BECOMING GRIECO NISSAN 

FT. PIERCE
NISSAN

$11,999
PURCHASE FOR ONLY

DOWN

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

BRAND NEW 2013 NISSAN

VERSA SEDAN  

ONE OR MORE AT THIS PRICE

$14,999
PURCHASE FOR ONLY

$49/MO*

LEASE 
FOR 

ONLY

LEASE 
FOR 

ONLY

LEASE 
FOR 

ONLY

LEASE 
FOR 

ONLY
DOWN

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

BRAND NEW 2013 NISSAN

SENTRA  

ONE OR MORE AT THIS PRICE

EASAS

$17,999
PURCHASE FOR ONLY

RRRRRRRRRRRR
LYLYYYYYY

SSEEEEEEE E ESSEEEEEEEE $69/MO*
DOWN

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

BRAND NEW 2012 NISSAN

ROGUE  

ONE OR MORE AT THIS PRICE

LEASEAS

$18,999
PURCHASE FOR ONLY

OORRRRRRRRRR RRRR
LYLYYYYYYYY

SSEEEEEEEEE E E ESSEEEEEEEEEEEE $69/MO*
DOWN

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

BRAND NEW 2013 NISSAN

ALTIMA 2.5 S  

ONE OR MORE AT THIS PRICE

BRAND NEW 2012 NISSAN FRONTIER   
$59/MO*

LEASE FOR ONLY

******************
$14,977

PURCHASE FOR ONLY

FOR ON

ONE OR MORE AT THIS PRICE
DOWN

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

$0DOWN 
PAYMENT*

0%
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE^

0PAYMENTS FOR 
7 MONTHS!+Get The Best Deals 

Of The Year!

FOR THE 1st 6 MOS.

SSEEEEE EE E EEEEEEEEE
RRRRRRRRRRR

LYLYYYYY
$29/MO*

FOR THE 1st 6 MOS. FOR THE 1st 6 MOS. FOR THE 1st 6 MOS. FOR THE 1st 6 MOS.
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Purchase or Refinance

Plus! Get a Free Appraisal (up to $400)

Own your home sooner.

(863) 937-9900
(863) 688-8443

(863) 382-3390
(813) 386-4201

Apply online www.midflorida.com or call

Offer valid as of October 1, 2012. A $5 minimum savings account is required for  membership with MIDFLORIDA and to apply for a MIDFLORIDA mortgage. The 2.49% rate is available on a 10-Year Fixed-Rate  Mortgage for loan amounts less than or equal to $417,000 and valid only in  conjunction with receiving a 
MIDFLORIDA Visa Platinum credit card. Payment Example: A 10-year fixed-rate mortgage for $127,500 with 15% down at 2.49% and an Annual Percentage Rate (APR) of 2.882% has a monthly payment of $1,201.36. Loan cannot exceed 85% loan-to-value. Offer available for primary and second homes only. Other 
low rates and  convenient terms available. Limited time offer. Rates are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions  apply. Credit approval required. Rate may vary based on credit. MIDFLORIDA is an equal housing lender.

Federally insured  by NCUA.

FIXED MORTGAGE
FREE    CLEAR & 

10-year 

2.49%/2.882%
APR

Depending on your circumstances, 30 years can be a long time to finance a 
home. At MIDFLORIDA, you can take a  shortcut to financial freedom with our 
10-year Free & Clear fixed-rate mortgage.
 
 Offers a straightforward  
monthly payment.

 Available for purchase or refinance. 

 Your interest rate – and your total monthly 
payment of  principal and interest – will stay 
the same for the entire term of the loan.
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Special to Okeechobee News/OMS

Students of the Week
Osceola Middle School Students of the Week for Nov. 29, have taken over 
the Media Center! Mrs. Tomlinson, our teacher of the week and media spe-
cialist, is wondering what is happening in her library. Congratulations to: 
Monica Ordonez, Erick Vallejo, Abi Morales-Medrano, Alexis Figueroa, Rosa 
Rivera-Chavez, Kaitlyn Land, Karyme Villegas-Lombera, Taylor Hammack, 
Maria Garcia and Jillian Crosby.

Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

Students of the Week
Central Elementary is proud to present the students of the week for Dec. 
3. These bright students are: Eduardo Cruz-Diaz, Kayla Freeman, Katelynn 
Bonea, Johana Hernandez, Luis Carrillo, Alanah Tinajero, Santiago Urvina, 
Savannah Lee, Aiden Scalf, Rosa Salas, Milagros Santibanez, Deni Yanez, 
Richard Miller, Dosselena Flores, Olivia Campbell, Devin Whiteside, Fabian 
Tinajero, Laisha Castaneda, Leslie Cruz, Heaven Bast, Angie Henderson, 
Cindy Lopez, Anthony Boswell, Isabela Calvillo, Samia Yamin, Luke Moreno, 
Yasmin Medina, Angelo Hannon, Tyrone Thomas, Lilly Smith, Audrey Jen-
kins and Cristina Morales.
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee High School Lady Brah-
man golf team celebrated another strong 
campaign (6-4) in 2012 as they said good-
bye to two solid seniors Kailey Hoover and 
Katlyn Haymond, and saw the emergence 
of two golfers, Cameron White and Hannah 
Raulerson, who have bright futures.

The program held their annual Awards 
banquet last Friday at Okeechobee High 
School. Golf Coach Brent Stuart thanked the 
KOA and the Okeechobee Golf and Country 
Club for allowing the team to use their fa-
cilities free of charge. He also thanked the 

parents and businesses and school admin-
istrators who have helped the program this 
year.

Stuart said the season was disrupted 
a lot this year by bad weather. He said the 
team missed a lot of practice time and even 
matches due to thunderstorms, a tropical 
storm and other weather factors.

The highlight of the year might have been 
a third-place fi nish at the Hawkins Crutch-
fi eld Tournament held annually in Highlands 
County.

White also did the program proud as she 
qualifi ed for her fi rst regional as a sopho-
more.

“I felt the season went pretty well. I be-

lieve I could have done better but overall I’m 
proud of what I did, I worked really hard and 
I hope to get better,” she added.

White said she learned something about 
the regional; she wants to go back next 
year. She played a lot of golf in the summer 
and will play summer leagues in Highlands 
County to sharpen her skills.

Stuart said eight of the girls improved 
their average this year and fi ve players im-
proved their average scores by more than 
four strokes. The team fi nished fourth in the 
district this year.

“I feel the girls did something right with 
hard work this year. We 
will have a big corps of 
seniors next year and 
we’ll rely on that group to 
take us as far as we can.”

Letters were handed 
out to Meredith Hilliard, 
Kristin Higgins, Jes-
sica Wisener and Kirsten 
Doney. Scholar ath-
letes this year included 
Danyelle Sheffi eld, Han-
nah Raulerson, Bethany 
Stuart, Haymond, Hoover 
and White.

Raulerson was named 
the Brahman Award win-
ner and White won the 
MVP Award.

Hannah, who also 
plays soccer, said she 
felt she played very well 
at the beginning of the 
year but kind of lost her 
game at the end. She also 
plays in the Sertoma tour 
in Highlands County in 
the summer and said that 
should continue to im-

prove her game.
“Last year it really helped me. I feel like 

we’re going to improve and we’ll have a 
strong team for the next two years,” she 
said.

Stuart said there is a lot of talent on the 
team and a lot of promise for the future. He 
said the dads push their girls to play a lot in 
the summer and with the leadership of his 
two sophomores, Morris and Raulerson, 
they could go a long way. He also thanked 
his wife, his assistant coach Hank Rauler-
son, and several others who volunteered to 
assist the program this year.
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has blessed you with a beautiful baby boy 
for Christmas.

We all love you, Gramie, Papa, Chelsey,  
Brandon, Ashley, Marc, Rebecca, Jacob and 
Aunt Jill. 

Noah Kingsley Shatzer born on 
December 7, 2012. 7 lb 7 oz - 18 1/2 
in long.

Congratulations! Christy & Dustin. God 

BIRTHS

God With Us
and other seasonal favorites

The beautiful blend of 54 voices comprising this season’s choir 
represents singers from 18 local churches.

Frank Carter, a very talented concert pianist, arranger, composer 
& Director of Arts & Music at Good Shepherd United Methodist 
of West Palm Beach has once again composed the Christmas 
cantata as he did for Easter. In addition to accompanying, Frank 
will play some of his Christmas Carol arrangements. 
Nicolle Wood will again share her unique talents as our 
inspiring narrator. Singers from the audience will be 
invited to join the choir in singing the final selection, 
Handel’s Hallelujah! Chorus.    
       Admission is Free, but a love offering will be taken to defer
 advertising costs. For more information, call Sandy at 634-7714
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OHS lady linksters are honored at banquet

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Hannah Raulerson won the Brahman Award for Lady 
Brahman golf. Also in photo is golf coach Hank Raul-
erson.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Cameron White received Most Valuable Player Award for Lady Brahman golf. 
She is fl anked by OHS golf coach Brent Stuart and coach Hank Raulerson.
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GET MORE 4G LTE COVERAGE THAN ALL OTHER NETWORKS COMBINED.

A B

Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line. Unlimited calling for directly dialed, live calls between individuals. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; 
see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE is available in more than 400 markets in the U.S. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related companies. Used 
under license. © 2012 Verizon Wireless.  FMCHH

Unlimited TALK

Unlimited TEXT

Shareable DATA on up to 10 devices

TIME’S RUNNING OUT TO 
 

WITH A VERIZON SMARTPHONE. 
Get more face-to-face time with shareable data on  
America’s Largest 4G LTE Network, so your family can  
share the joy of the season with video chat.

All phones require a new 2-yr. activation. While supplies last.

A. BUY 1  
DROID RAZR M 
BY MOTOROLA 

$4999
$99.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in  
rebate debit card.

FREE
$50 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in  
rebate debit card.

& GET 1  
DROID RAZR  
BY MOTOROLA in Cranberry

$5$5$
rerree

&
D
B

B. DROID INCREDIBLE 4G LTE by HTC 
Exclusively at Verizon
Android™ 4.0 with instant-on camera

OUR LOWEST PRICE EVER! 

$4999
$99.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.
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Just like at Publix, you can depend on our helpful, 

knowledgeable Publix Pharmacy associates. 

To truly care about you and your health. Give you 

answers on prescription and over-the-counter 

medications. And work hard to help you feel better. 

Trust us to have your best interests at heart—including 

ways to save money, with these FREE medications: 

antibiotics,* lisinopril,** and metformin.***

Publix at Northlake Village  

3551 US Highway 441 S. Okeechobee

Pharmacy Hours: 

Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.–8 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.

Sun. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. 

Pharmacy Phone number: 863.763.0428

Everything you 
love about Publix. 

And more.

Publix Pharmacy 
now open at 

Northlake Village.

publix.com/pharmacy

*Up to a 14-day supply of select antibiotics.

**All strengths included. Maximum 30-day supply (60 tablets). 
    Lisinopril-HCTZ combination products excluded.

*** All strengths of generic immediate-release metformin included. 
       Maximum 30-day supply (90 tablets).
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Special to the Okeechobee News

Affordable Art & Framing opened its 
doors Dec. 10 to their newly remodeled gal-
lery by welcoming the Butler Family back to 
Okeechobee with a successful “Butler Family 
Gala and Art Exhibit.”

Robert Butler, an internationally renowned 
artist and a well-known member of the “High-
waymen” along with his wife Dorothy were 
present both days. Also present both days 
were his daughter Doreen and son Daniel 
who are both well-respected painters in their 
own right. The weekend exhibit was as much 
of a reunion for the Butlers and Okeechobee 
as it was a fi rst class gallery exhibit.

Robert lived in Okeechobee and at one 
time even had a Gallery on Parrott Avenue 
for a number of years. He returned to a very 
warm reception by Okeechobee residents 
and friends. Many of the reunions were heart-
warming and very interesting; especially 
some of the earlier recollections of paintings 
Robert had done for a parent or friend that are 
still cherished and displayed with the same 
family of the original client. The highlight of 
the weekend was when long-time friend and 
wildlife photographer Cal Singletary stopped 
by to see Robert. 

Cal, an internationally acclaimed wildlife 
photographer known for his work with the 

Audubon Society and National Geographic 
has been a gallery exhibitor at Affordable 
Art and Framing for the past several months. 
Both being wildlife artists from Florida, Cal 
and Robert’s paths crossed many years ago 
and while they didn’t collaborate on any one 
specifi c project, they developed a profession-
al working relationship over the years and be-
came good friends. When Cal who now lives 
in Homestead, heard Robert was going to be 
at Affordable Art & Framing he re-arranged 
his personal schedule to stop in and spend 
some time with his old friend Robert Butler.

Affordable Art & Framing was recently 
purchased by local artist Kathie Papasso. Her 
vision for the business was to expand the 
gallery to create a fi rst class full service art 
gallery spotlighting Florida artists while pro-
viding quality framing services. As part of this 
expansion she has been joined by her son Joe 
Papasso IV, a photographer and graphic artist 
which now makes Affordable Art & Framing 
a full-service “one stop” Art and Framing Stu-
dio. 

Affordable Art & framing is located at 
110 S.W. 14th Street, next to Cowboys. Gal-
lery hours are Monday through Saturday 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., other hours are available by 
appointment. For more information, call 863-
357-3200.

Artist Robert Butler 
visits Okeechobee

Special to the Okeechobee News
Left to right Dorothy (wife), Robert (sitting), Doreen (daughter), Daniel (son) and 
Kathie Papasso inside at the exhibit.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Robert Butler (sitting) and Cal Singletary (standing) at the gala.
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Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

Each Celebrations 
package includes:

 

 

and family 

& JANE A. ILLUSTRATION

WEDDING

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

She is the daughter of Joseph and Jane 

SUSAN A. EXAMPLE

BIRTH

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ANNIVERSARY

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at 

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ENGAGEMENTJOSEPH W. EXAMPLE
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The Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force 
detective said after the rule went into effect 
Tuesday, task force detectives then went to 
retailers in the county and warned them.

“We advised them of the law and told 
them if they’re caught it would be a felony,” 
said the detective.

With the addition of the new 22 synthet-
ic drugs, that brings the total of outlawed 
chemical compositions to 169.

Governor Rick Scott signed a bill on July 
1 that made it illegal to sell, manufacture, 
distribute or possess synthetic marijuana—
or Spice.

Spice is referred to as a synthetic marijua-
na because it contains chemicals that mimic 
THC—the active ingredient in marijuana—
and produces a marijuana-like high.

According to the detective even though 
the sale of Spice, which is also referred to as 
bath salts, is a felony, retailers are still mak-
ing it available to their customers.

“They’re not selling it like they were, but 
it’s still being sold out of convenience stores 
and we’re still making undercover buys,” 
the detective said.

Normally, a 3-gram bag of Spice will sell 
for $10 to $14, added the investigator.

The task force is still conducting an inves-
tigation into the raid last month of a building 
at 1107 U.S. 441 S.E. where they found a sus-
pected Spice lab. Inside the rented concrete 
block building the detectives found over 50 
boxes of empty packages that were already 

printed with such names as Scooby Snax, 
Toxic Classic, Cloud Nine and Zero Gravity.

Detectives also found a large amount of 
a plant material lying on a piece of plastic, 
along with a small cement mixer and bottles 
of acetone. The investigators explained that 
to make Spice all one needs is a plant ma-
terial, acetone and a powder that contains 
the illegal substance and will dissolve in the 
acetone.

These products are then put into the ce-
ment mixer where they are mixed until they 
bind together. Once it’s bound together the 
mixture is spread out on a piece of plastic 
and allowed to dry. When it’s dry, the mate-
rial is scooped into a machine that shoots it 
into a pre-printed package.

All of these items were found in the build-
ing. However, simply having the chemicals 
was not illegal.

When asked, the task force detective said 
no arrest has been made as of yet but their 
investigation is ongoing.

Before anyone can be arrested for pos-
sessing or selling Spice, the product has to 
be sent to a crime lab where it’s analyzed 
to see if it contains any of the illegal chemi-
cals.

The detective said it’s too early to tell if 
the addition of these new chemicals will put 
a stop to the sale of Spice. Most likely, added 
the detective, the manufacturers will simply 
reinvent their formulas.

While Spice produces a high that’s simi-
lar to that produced by pot it can also cause 
psychotic episodes, hallucinations, seizures, 
tremors, vomiting and, in some cases, 
death.

SPICE
Continued From Page 1

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Aimed at helping employers curb lost 
productivity due to alcohol and drug abuse 
in the workplace, a new drug-testing com-
pany has opened locally.

USA Mobile Drug Testing (USAMDT) of 
the Treasure Coast, operated locally by Da-
vid Cook, provides onsite drug testing for 
employers.

“We have collectors who come on site 
to do collections, then submit those collec-
tions to laboratories,” said Mr. Cook.

Employers will then have the results of 
those tests in 24 to 48 hours, he added.

Besides alcohol and narcotics the com-
pany can also do testing for school board 
employees, such as teacher and bus driv-
ers, as well as high school athletes. In a 
phone interview, Mr. Cook said his com-
pany can test for steroids, human growth 
hormone (HGH) and other drugs.

The company is also available to do 
testing for the court system, as well as DNA 
testing in child custody cases.

Mr. Cook said he is not only available 
to perform this service in Okeechobee 
County but all along the Treasure Coast, 
all around Lake Okeechobee and in High-
lands County.

A press release announcing Mr. Cook’s 
business states that employers lose $81 
billion annually in lost productivity due to 
alcohol and drug abuse.

“Nearly 75 percent of illegal drug users 
are employed, as are most heavy alcohol 
users,” said Mr. Cook in the release. “Our 
message to employers is that there are 
ways to avoid hiring these people, as well 
as ways to manage and assist them once 
hired. We want to save local business 
owners from being part of the $81 billion 
lost annually in lost productivity caused by 
drug and alcohol abuse.”

Mr. Cook, a U.S. Navy veteran with 15 
years experience as a nuclear fi eld engi-
neer and planner, not only spent six years 
in the Nuclear Submarine Service but was 
president of Cook Nuclear Services. And 
because of those positions, he said he has 
“... been drug tested for like 30 years now 
as a condition of my employment.”

So he knows the importance of these 
tests for employers.

The company collects a variety of speci-
mens including hair, saliva and urine. It 
does not, however, collect blood samples 
at this time but may start to do so in the 
near future. The USAMDT can also perform 
breathalyzer tests.

Mr. Cook said he’s looking to hire sales 
people and collectors, and is interested in 
hiring people from the medical fi eld—es-
pecially, experienced phlebotomists.

For more, visit the company’s web site 
at www.usamdt.com.

Mr. Cook is married to Karen William-
son Cook, who is a lifetime resident of 
Okeechobee County.

Company helps employers 
identify drug abusers

Detective Suggs explained that these guns 
were likely dropped or hidden by street level 
drug dealers.

“Usually, if a car pulls up and they don’t 
want to get caught they set it down and walk 
away from it,” he explained.

The investigator went on to point out that 

from time to time deputies and detectives 

from the sheriff ’s offi ce will do an article 

search in the Douglas Park subdivision and 

they’ll “... pick up one from time to time.”

Hill is being held in the Okeechobee 

County Jail without bond on felony charg-

es of attempted fi rst degree murder with a 

weapon and possession of a fi rearm by a 

convicted felon.

GUNS
Continued From Page 1

As he spoke, his frustration about the un-
locked vehicles was palpable.

“Every vehicle was left unlocked,” he 
said, with his voice trailing off. “We never 
have a break-in anymore—they (the thieves) 
just open the door.”

An Okeechobee man was arrested at the 
resort early Sunday morning as he was re-
portedly going through an open vehicle.

Bryan Lee Gene Walburn, 19, S.W. Third 
St., was charged with two counts of bur-
glary, possession of burglary tools, providing 
a false name and possession of alcohol by 
a person under 21. He is being held in the 
Okeechobee County Jail on $16,000 bond.

Detective Suggs said Walburn is also a 

person of interest in the remaining six bur-

glaries.

Of the two cases in which Walburn is 

charged, the detective said money appeared 

to be the man’s motive.

“He was grabbing change and dollar 

bills. He was using the money to buy Spice,” 

the investigator offered.

Walburn was arrested around 4:40 a.m. 

by OCSO Deputy Marcus Collier as he was 

rifl ing through an unlocked vehicle owned 

by a resident at the resort.

When asked if he had any advice for 

area residents, Detective Suggs had a quick 

answer: “Lock your doors—it’s just that 

simple.”

CARS
Continued From Page 1



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Giveaway

For Christmas give the 
gift of unconditional 
Love, Friendship and 
Devotion that will last a 
lifetime. Free to very 
good homes only. 9 of 
the prettiest healthy 
puppies you have ever 
seen. Mother German 
Shepard, Father dog. 
Please call 
863-623-4303 anytime.

Garage/
Yard Sales

We Buy Estates
Antiques, Collectibles, 

Household, Tools, 
Jewelry and etc.

Call 863-697-8906

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

FOR SALE
13x37 Chariot Model Home, built March of 2010, 
1 or 2 bedrooms, splattered walls and ceilings, 
addition added, covered carport, sunroom or 

bedroom. Located at Ancient Oaks gated community. 
Block 20, Lot 8, Lake Frieda behind house, 2 way 

street. Like New lived in just 5 months, 
Club house across St. 

$99,900.00 Call 423-552-5055

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 941-347-7171

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

American Drilling 
Services is in need of 

an experienced 
service technician with 

knowledge in water 
treatment and pump 
repair. MUST have 
prior experience. 
Apply in person 

@ 405 SW 2nd Street

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Miscellaneous

*1994 Harley Classic 
Heritage Softail 
$6,200.00 o.b.o.

*1984 Wellcraft inboard-
outboard 18’ boat, 
140hp new interior,new 
fl oor $4,500.00 o.b.o.

*30lb. propane w/tank 
$60.00 

  Call 502-338-2435

Pets/Supplies

RAZOR EDGE
BLUE PIT PUPPIES
SHOTS, WORMED,
16 WEEKS OLD.

$300.00 CALL RHONDA 
863-634-4407

Toy Yorkipoo Pups - 
(yorkie/poodle)  males, 
9 wks. shots, health 
cert. adorable, playful, 
must see! Parents on 
prem. $450. cash. 
863-610-2725. 

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm Feed/
Products

Alfalfa Hay for sale 
70lb. bales 

$12.00 a piece.
Coastal $8.00 a bale.
Call 863-634-7051

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Rent

1002 SE 8th Drive
Newly Remodeled

 2 bed, 1 bath $650.00 
All appliances, tile fl oors, 
hurricane windows. Im-
mediate occupancy Last, 
security, references. Chris 
863-447-3282 anytime

OKEE- 2/1 - 3/2 
Large First class 

property. 12 miles N.E. 
of town center. Lawn, 
pest, trash, back-up 
generator & utilities 
included - $545. mo. 

and $495. mo. 
For alternate unit - 3/2 

$595. mo. 
call for details. 

Mon-Fri. No Pets.
863-467-9800

OKEECHOBEE - 3BR/ 
1BA Duplex, W/D hook-
up, central a/c & heat. 
$625 mo. + $500 sec. 
(863)763-4414.

Office Space Rent

OKEECHOBEE - Execu-
tive offi ce spaces avail. 
$350 month. Includes 
Alarm, electric, water, 
and WiFi. Call 
863-697-9663.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

OKEECHOBEE - 2br./2 
ba. Palm Creek water-
front Gated Community. 
Owner fi nancing. Op-
tion to rent. 
863-532-0273.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

2BD/1BA Nice Park, 
nice unit, central air, 
$350 monthly, part of 

utilities paid
Call 812-989-3022

2BD/1BA Nice Park, 
nice unit, central air, 
$450 monthly, part of 

utilities paid
Call 812-989-3022

 For Rent 
1 Bedroom Trailer 

$100 A Week
Call 863-610-4625

TREASURE ISLAND - 
3BR, 2BA Large yard. 
Lawn service included. 
$725 mo. 2 weeks  FREE 
w/security deposit. No 
pets. Call (863)634-0663

Mobile Home Sale

30’ PARK MODEL 
W/TWO SLIDE OUTS, 
LARGE FLORIDA ROOM, 
10X10 METAL SHED, 
MOSTLY FURNISHED. 
$3,000 OBO 
863-484-0254

Mobile Home Sale

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

United for Families, Inc., the Community-Based Care Lead Agency for Child 
Welfare services in Circuit 19 of Florida, is accepting proposals for an experi-
enced Dependency Case Management Organization to provide related servic-
es and activities in St. Lucie County Florida. This Invitation to Negotiate [ITN 
#1213-001-13 14-SLDCMO] contains important information related to ac-
tivities and services and procurement deadline dates related to this solicita-
tion. This ITN may be accessed at http://www.uff.us/publications.php, or a 
copy may be picked up at United for Families, Inc.’s administrative location, 
10570 S Federal Highway, Suite 300, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952, between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. All Bidder Notice of Intent to 
Submit a Proposal are due by 4:00 p.m., Friday, December 28, 2012.
431423 ON 11/30-12/21/2012

Public Notice

Public Notice

Mobile Home Sale

HERTIGAGE VILLAGE - 
2BR, 2BA, spacious DW, 
metal roof, carport, 
screen porch, laminated 
fl rs, newer appliances & 
AC. Call 863-357-1254

OKEECHOBEE - 28x48, 
3 br., 2 ba. in Kissim-
mee River Estates. 
$42,500.  Call 
502-845-4251.

Palm Harbor Homes- 
Stilt Homes 

34 Years Experience 
Go directly to the factory 

& Save
800-622-2832

Mobile Home Sale

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

Public Notice

Notice of Hearing 
Okeechobee County Code Enforcement 

Special Magistrate
  
The Okeechobee County Special Magistrate will hold a public meeting on 
Tuesday, December 18, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. The public meeting will be held 
at the Okeechobee County Health Department Auditorium, located at 1728 
N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida. For more information, contact Faye 
Huffman at the Planning and Development Department, 1700 NW 9th Ave., 
Suite A, Okeechobee, Florida, 34972, (863) 824-3001.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public 
meeting.  Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Code Enforce-
ment Special Magistrate with respect to any matter considered at this meet-
ing will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made 
and that the record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal will be based.  Code Enforcement tapes are for the sole purpose of 
backup for offi cial records of the Department.

Faye Huffman, Secretary to the 
Code Enforcement Special Magistrate
432749 ON 12/16/2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 

FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2012 CA 408

VELOCITY COMMUNITY FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION f/k/a FLORIDA
AIRCRAFT FEDERAL CREDIT UNION,
     Plaintiff,
v.
RICHARD G. KLINGLER, JR. and 
TAMMY JEAN KLINGLER, his wife, 
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES 
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, 
AND AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED 
INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT(S) WHO 
ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR 
ALIVE, WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN 
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST 
AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, TRUSTEES OR OTHER 
CLAIMANTS, TENANT #1 and TEN-
ANT #2, the names being fi ctitious 
to account to parties in possession,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: TAMMY JEAN KLINGLER
     Whose last known address is:
       9250 NE 101st Street,
       Okeechobee, Florida 34972
and all parties claiming interest by, 
through, under or against TAMMY 
JEAN KLINGLER and all parties hav-
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ing or claiming to have any right, ti-
tle or interest in the property 
described herein.
   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
to or foreclose a mortgage on the 
following property in Okeechobee 
County, Florida:
  LOT 12, PINE ISLAND, PHASE 

I, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 6, PAGE 52, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

with an address of 9250 NE 101st 
Street, Okeechobee, Florida 34972, 
has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on 
Brett A. Duker, Esq., the plaintiff’s 
attorney, whose address is Arnstein 
& Lehr LLP, 200 E. Las Olas Blvd., 
Suite 1700, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33301, within 30 days of 1st publica-
tion,  and fi le the original with the 
clerk of this court either before ser-
vice on the plaintiff’s attorney or im-
mediately thereafter; otherwise a 
default will be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the com-
plaint.
   DATED on 12/5/2012.

SHARON ROBERTSON
As Clerk of the Court

By: Arlene Nealis
As Deputy Clerk

432284 ON 12/9,16/2012



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Yearling Middle School continued a recent 
trend of strong volleyball and soccer teams 
as both squads only lost once this year. The 
two teams were honored Dec. 9 with an 
awards banquet at the school cafeteria.

Athletic Director Brent Stuart told the 
group that he was very proud of their ac-
complishments and said the two teams 
were great and had a great bunch of kids 
this year.

The soccer team has gone (38-1-1) over 
the past four years. The volleyball team has 
gone (50-2) over the last three years.

Soccer Coach Erick Rios named Jesus 
Garcia as his best defensive player, Brandon 
Leal and Alfredo Reeria as most improved, 
and honored Ricky Perez with the Yearling 
Award. Giovanni Garcia Aguirre and Gabriel 
Hernandez won the offensive player of the 
year award and Alberto Diaz won the most 
valuable player award.

Volleyball Coach Bruce Conrad handed 
out awards for best server to Rachel Bryan 

who had 58 aces this year, Taylor Amadon 
for most improved, Bryan for the conference 
and tournament most valuable player, Josie 
Griffi n for most blocks, and Raylee Coleman 
received the Yearling Award. Megan Har-
graves was named defensive player of the 
year. She had 13 saves and 37 digs this year. 
Carrie Wharin and Raylee Coleman shared 
the team MVP award.

Diaz said it felt really good to win the MVP 
award. He lost just one match in his three-
year career. He said he will try and improve 
and try out for the high school team.

“This award isn’t about one player. Soc-
cer is a team sport. You must have good de-
fense, mid fi elders and a good goal keeper 
to win games. We have a lot of good players 
in the school,” he added.

Bryan said she was very, very happy to 
win some awards this year. She said the 
older girls are very encouraging and willing 
to help the younger players improve and do 
their best.

“I’m glad we’ve been able to keep up the 
winning. I get a lot of support from my team, 
my friends, my sisters, and my entire family,” 
she added.

Griffi n said she was excited to win the 
award and is more excited about playing for 
Okeechobee High School next year. She said 
height, timing, and good form is the key to 
playing good defense at the net.

“I want to play for the high school so 
bad because they have great coaches and a 
great reputation. The coaches here were al-
ways there to help and we worked on many 
things to get better,” she added.

Coleman said she felt very special to win 
two awards this year. She said she is proud 
of the team’s record in the past three years. 
She noted many girls play Big Lake Juniors 
and have a lot of talent.

“We just are confi dent in ourselves. We 
know we are capable of winning. Both of 
these awards are very special to me and 
to know the coaches think you are a good 
player means a lot to me,” she added.

Wharin said she was glad to share the 
MVP award with her best friend. She said the 
key to a good setter is patience, fast refl exes 
and a willingness to help out teammates. 
She said the team never got overconfi dent 
despite their success.

“A bunch of girls play Big Lake Juniors 
and it helps to know you have the talent. We 
gave it all we had at all times,” she said.

YMS volleyball, soccer athletes honored for efforts
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ACROSS
1 Colorless
5 Dairy Queen treat
9 1972 Olympics

star Mark
14 Get a better int.

rate, perhaps
15 Genesis victim
16 Hidden repository
17 Qualify for
18 “Jeopardy!”

creator Griffin
19 Clay who was the

“Idol” runner-up to
Ruben Studdard

20 Good place for a
run

23 “Doesn’t bother
me”

24 Logo on many a
Richard Petty
race car

25 Inventor Whitney
28 Bug-loving org.
29 Lethargic
32 Schindler portrayer
34 Bad place for a run
36 Raced
39 Reuben bread
40 Hairpieces,

slangily
41 Good place for a

run
46 “Portnoy’s

Complaint” writer
Roth

47 Sweet companion
48 Aptly named

Quaker cereal
51 Gloomy guy
52 Eastern

philosophy
54 Danshui River

capital
56 Bad place for a

run
59 It might end in a

sack
62 Molecule part
63 Singer with

Crosby and Stills
64 Lofty abode
65 Discipline with

poses
66 Oklahoma tribe
67 Long (for)
68 Hostage-rescue

acronym
69 Travel

DOWN
1 Attracted
2 Provides with

more heat?

3 #1 Toto song that
mentions
Kilimanjaro

4 Game played in a
hall

5 Arthur’s castle
6 Passé wedding

vow word
7 Soft ball
8 Lisa Marie’s dad
9 “Going under the

knife” knife
10 What dues need

to be
11 “Gross!”
12 Pop __ question
13 Meditative sect
21 Love interest in

the song
“Copacabana”

22 Sicilian volcano
25 Biblical twin
26 __ Island
27 Signs, as a deal
30 “The __ With the

Dragon Tattoo”
31 Chuckleheads
33 River through

Aragon
34 1994 role for

Jodie
35 Fiddling emperor
36 Common sitcom

rating
37 Honolulu’s island

38 Reformer Jacob
42 Inhabitant
43 Autumn

birthstone
44 Horn & Hardart

eatery
45 Neck-biting

nickname
48 Morphine or

codeine, e.g.
49 Muppet man
50 Sounded relieved
53 Signs off on

55 “You don’t have
to remind me”

56 Cooking
instruction

57 Pack away
58 Forum attire
59 Chestnut’s

stablemate,
perhaps

60 Wrangler
competitor

61 401(k) alternative,
for short

By Doug Peterson and Angela Olson Halsted
(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 05/10/11

05/10/11

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle Want daily 
updates on 
local news? 
Find us 
on Facebook!

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
YMS soccer coach Erick Rios (cen-
ter) honors Brandon Leal and Alfredo 
Renteria (right) as most improved 
players.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Rachel Bryan took home several 
awards which included MVP for the 
conference matches, MVP for the post-
season tournament and the award for 
most service aces. Coach Bruce Con-
rad presented her with the awards.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Yearling soccer coach Erick Rios and 
Most Valuable Player for 2012 Alberto 
Diaz.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Raylee Coleman (left) and Carrie 
Wharin won the Most Valuable Player 
Awards for YMS volleyball in 2012. 
Coach Bruce Conrad gave them their 
awards.
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104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee

863-763-4010
or 

888-874-2945

Lic. RE Broker
Auctioneer# AU2579.

1,430 Acre Ranch

 in Eastern 

Okeechobee County

Offered Exclusively by:
The Tucker Group, LLC
Call Brandon Tucker (772) 201-8722

$3,750
per acre

Northern 1300 Acres SOLD 
8/24/2012

century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave. • Century21okeechobee.com

• 8002-A: FORECLOSURE 40+/- Acres of vacant/pasture land in Fort Drum. Paved street frontage. $125,000 
MLS #206360 • Treasure Island Lake access 75x110 buildable lot. Two sheds. $19,900 NOW $14,900 • ½ acre 
in Edgewater (624 SW 86th Ave) $14,000 Make offer! MLS #206356 • 55+/-acres in SR 70 $330,000 Make Offer! 

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069

Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104 • Se Habla Español
2002-M: Taylor Creek 
Waterfront home, Man-
made lake. Large ga-
rage, enclosed porch, 
ample concrete drive-
way.  1450 TSF/1164 
Under air. Needs 
some TLC. $39,900 
NOW $34,900 MLS 
#206313

FORECLOSURE

NEW LISTING

FORECLOSURE

LAKE ACCESS5009-H: Foreclosure 
Basswood Lg 4 bdrm, 
2 bath Concrete 
block, built 2006, 
1536 sq ft under 
air/1772 TSF. Home 
needs some repairs. 
Make offer! $51,900 
MLS #206433 

5040-H: Foreclosure 
J&S Park 3BR/2BA 
house on 2 lots. 
Large eat-in-kitch-
en, has front, side 
and back porches. 
1438 SF under air. 
Make offer! $46,500 
NOW $39,900 MLS 
#206168

5012-H: Basswood 
Freshly painted large 
two story 4BR/2.5BA, 
recently updated  with 
new  a/c units, water 
pump/water system 
and much more. Easy 
to show. $95,000 
MLS #206432

5003-H:  Lazy 7 
Estates 3/2/2 on ½ 
an acre. 2022 total 
sq ft/1290 under air. 
Many upgraded fea-
tures. Two wells, irrig 
system and much 
more. $159,900 
NOW $155,900 MLS 
#206138

4000-H: Buckhead 
Ridge Wow!! Wa-
ter w/lake access. 
Boat slip, concrete 
seawall. Ready to 
move into condi-
tion. $115,000 NOW 
$100,000 MAKE OF-
FER MLS #205694 

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com
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The following individuals were ar-
rested on felony or driving under the in-
fl uence (DUI) charges by the Okeecho-
bee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), 
the Okeechobee City Police Department 
(OCPD), the Florida Highway Patrol 
(FHP), the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) or the 
Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Jorge Murguia Rodriguez, 39, S.W. Ar-
kansas, Port St. Lucie, was arrested Dec. 11 
by the Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force on 
a felony charge of possession of a controlled 
substance (cocaine). His bond was set at 
$10,000.

• Penny Lyn Bickel, 35, Summit Place Cir-
cle, West Palm Beach, was arrested Dec. 11 
by Deputy Patricia Massung on an Okeecho-
bee County warrant charging her with the 
felony of violation of probation - failure to 
return leased property. She is being held with-
out bond.

• Ronald Joe Pena, 50, N.W. 24th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Dec. 11 by Dep-
uty Corporal Aric Majere on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with felony bat-
tery. His bond was set at $50,000.

• Nicholas Thomas Pereira, 19, N. 62nd 
Lane, Loxahatchee, was arrested Dec. 11 by 
Deputy Patricia Massung on a Palm Beach 
County warrant charging him with the felo-
nies of violation of probation - robbery and 
violation of probation - carrying an electric 
weapon or device. He is being held without 
bond.

• Andrew J. Kennedy, 36, Cocoa Palm 
Drive, Sebring, was arrested. Dec. 11 by Depu-
ty Patricia Massung on an Okeechobee Coun-
ty warrant charging him with the felonies of 
failure to appear - grand theft (two counts). 
He is being held without bond.

• Duane Dewight McDeavitt, 43, S.E. 25th 
Drive, was arrested Dec. 12 by Deputy Jo-
seph Hall on an Okeechobee County warrant 
charging him with the felonies of grand theft 
and giving false information to a secondhand 
metal recycler. His bond was set at $5,000.

• Andrew Logan Wheeler, 17, N.W. 11th 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested Dec. 12 by 
Deputy Ronald A. Brown on a juvenile take 
and hold warrant charging him with the fel-
ony of grand theft - motor vehicle. He was 
booked into the Okeechobee County Jail then 
taken to the St. Lucie Regional Detention Cen-
ter in Fort Pierce.

• William Thomas, 47, N.W. 42nd Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Dec. 12 by Dep-
uty Cari Arnold on Okeechobee County war-
rants charging him with felony battery (two 
counts). His bond was set at $20,000.

• Tanya Evon Abel, 36, S.E. 21st Court, 
Okeechobee, was arrested Dec. 13 by Deputy 
Bryan Holden on a St. Lucie County warrant 
charging her with the felony of violation of 
community control - attempt to obtain a con-
trolled substance. She is being held without 
bond.

• Joewe Maurreace Mays, 30, N.E. 11th 
St., was arrested Dec. 13 by Deputy Matthew 
Hurst on a felony Mississippi fugitive warrant 
charging him with violation of probation - 
burglary of a dwelling. He is being held with-
out bond.

• Gregory Anthony Moreno, 35, S.E. 66th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Dec. 13 by 
Deputy Ronald A. Brown on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with the felo-
nies of violation of probation - robbery and 
violation of probation - burglary (two counts). 
He is being held without bond.

• Christopher Jenkins, 36, N.E. Seventh 
Lane, Okeechobee, was arrested Dec. 13 by 
Deputy Matthew Hurst on a Polk County war-
rant charging him with the felony of grand 
theft and the misdemeanor of no valid driver’s 
license. His bond was set at $1,000.

• Gregory Alan Vickers Jr., 22, N.W. 10th 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested Dec. 13 by 
Deputy Matthew Hurst on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with the felo-
nies of grand theft (four counts). His bond 
was set at $40,000.

• Casey Tyler Lumpkin, 24, N.E. 26th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Dec. 13 by Deputy 
Matthew Hurst on a felony charge of dealing 
in stolen property and a misdemeanor charge 
of petit theft. His bond was set at $1,000.

• Audie M. Grogg, 56, Okeechobee, was ar-
rested Dec. 14 by Deputy Matthew Grumbling 
on a fugitive warrant out of Sullivan County, 
Tenn., charging him with the felony of false 
report and the misdemeanors of driving un-
der the infl uence, failure to provide evidence 
of fi nancial responsibility and violation of reg-
istration. He is being held without bond.

This column lists arrests and not convic-
tions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone listed 
here who is later found innocent or has had 
the charges against them dropped is wel-
come to inform this newspaper. The infor-
mation will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report

Special to the Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee County Fair Associa-
tion is seeking adult and youth contest par-
ticipants for the upcoming fair March 12-
17, 2013. The contests consist of quilting, 
sewing, leather work, painting, drawing, 
photography, horticulture, scrap booking, 
jewelry making, cake decorating and wood-
working. 

There will also be food competitions such 
as home baking and canned goods, as well 
as a vegetable competition featuring garden 
vegetable, fruit and vegetable and largest 
vegetable categories. 

This year the Lego Building contest will 
be open to both youth and adult exhibitors. 
This year the fair will again have the educa-
tional posters and educational displays com-
petitions. 

Individual youths may enter the Educa-
tional Poster contest and 4-H Clubs or FFA 
Chapters may enter the Educational Display 
contest. The top three club/chapter displays 
will win awards of $250, $150 and $100 for 
their programs. 

New for this year’s fair, there will be four 
new categories: duct tape creations, tabl-
escaping, trash to treasure creations and 
digitally enhanced photography. You may 
download the entry forms and rules at the 
Okeechobee County Fair Web site, www.
okeechobeecountyfair.com. or pick up 
copies of the 2013 Premium Book at the 
Okeechobee County Extension Offi ce, 458 
U.S. 98 N. 

The deadline for entries is March 2. If 
you have questions, please contact Dianne 
Spann at 863-634-3327.

County fair seeks participants



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

florida.newszap.com

Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!

Buy a Home Delivery or Mail subscription for 
$6 a month

and receive an E-Subscription FREE*
Your local news

available right at your 

fingertips!
Call (863) 763-3134 today!

*When you enroll in our EZPAY subscription plan

Stay in the know with an

E-subscription

21Okeechobee NewsDecember 16, 2012

Special to the Okeechobee News

The Big ‘O’ Teen Anglers, Inc. held its end 
of the year classic, Oct. 20 and 21, out of Scott 
Driver Boat Ramp. Nineteen anglers took to 
the water with a total of 146 fi sh caught with 
a total weight of 228.30 lbs.

The winners in the 11 - 14 age group are:
• 1st place - Luke Farmer, 21.83 lbs.
• 2nd place - Nathan Center, 13.80 lbs.
• 3rd place - Robert Bigford, 12.22 lbs.
• Big Fish - Danny Hays, 3.88 lbs.
 The winners in the age 15 - 18 age group are:

• 1st place - Drew Wanczak, 17.88 lbs.
• 2nd place -  Keith Chamberland, 17.46 

lbs. and Big Fish, 3.56 lbs.
• 3rd place - Ty Riva, 17.09 lbs.
Big O Teen Anglers would like to thank 

boat captains: Robert Haff, Kenny Farmer, 
Mike Ingram, Ernie Johnson, Richard Stiglitz, 
Blake Marsocci, Roger Bohannon, Nathan 
Pippin, Leroy Bauer, Mike Jones and Mike 
Zubricky.

Teen anglers fi sh tourney

Special to the Okeechobee News
First place in the 15- 18 age group, 
went to Drew Wanczak with  fi sh total-
ling 17.88 lbs.

Special to the Okeechbee News
Second Place in the 15-18 age group, 
was Keith Chamberland with fi sh total-
ling 17.46 lbs and Big Fish of 3.56 lbs.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Big Fish winner in the 11-14 age group 
was Danny Hays with a fi sh weighing 
3.88 lbs.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Second Place in the 11-14 age group,  
was Nathan Center with  fi sh totalling 
13.80 lbs.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Third place in the 11-14 age group, 
was Robert Bigford with fi sh totalling 
12.22 lbs.
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee High School wrestling 
team came out slow and sluggish but picked 
it up at the end to rally and defeat Vero 
Beach 44-36 in a dual meet at Okeechobee 
High School Wednesday night.

It was the heavier Brahmans that made 
the difference in this match as Okeechobee 
earned a forfeit at 195, and got quick pins by 
Cory Vickers at 220 and Greg Hernandez at 
285 to get the win.

Wrestling Coach Robert Olive said the 
team had defeated Vero Beach soundly a 
few weeks ago so there is some work for his 
team to do in future practices.

“It was good overall. Some guys did well 
and some guys made mistakes. We must go 
over these things in practice again,” he ex-
plained.

He did praise Vickers and Hernandez for 
their efforts. Vickers only took up the sport 
this year and is still learning the moves. Her-
nandez is only a sophomore and is ranked 
in the state. He has defeated two ranked op-
ponents already this year.

“I’m happy where we are, but I’d like us 
to be a lot further. We’ll try to ratchet up the 
intensity in practice and get off our bad hab-
its. We need to be a little more aggressive,” 
he added.

Vickers said he felt pretty good about the 
win and liked the fact that the pressure was 
on him to perform. He said he wanted to 
wrestle smart and do what he does best.

“I’d never seen my opponent before so I 

felt pretty good that I won. We needed the 

win,” he explained.

Vickers went straight from football to 

wrestling after being encouraged by other 

wrestlers in the school. He said he really 

likes the sport and while still learning, feels 

he improves each day.

Team Captain Ryan Hagan said he 

worked out all summer to get stronger and 

that the hard work has paid off in his (15-2) 

start this year. He led Jeremy LaBaff 17-2 in 

the second round before he got the pin fall. 

“I’m stronger than every guy I’ve wrestled 

this year. I have more room to improve and I 

practice hard every day.”

Hagan wrestles former state qualifi er and 

Assistant Coach Donny Bush and wasn’t 

happy he only fi nished third as his home 

tournament last weekend. He said he feels 

that should motivate him for the rest of the 

season.

Other wins for the Brahmans came from 

Delfi no Garcia who pinned Halen Penny in 

2:40 in the 106 pound division, Cody Grif-

fi th who pinned Max Ainbinder in 52 sec-

onds at 132 pounds, Jake Menendez, at 182 

pounds, who defeated Jimmy Morris by pin 

fall at 2:51, and from Co-Captain Allen Leit-

ner who defeated Brian Topp 9-8 in the 170 

pound weight class.

OHS wrestlers beat Vero 

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Larry Tabor (right) battled Roberto 
Palido in the 138-pound weight class 
as OHS prevailed over Vero Beach 
Wednesday.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Jake Menendez had a victory and a 
bloody cheek to show for his effort 
against Jimmy Morris in the 182-pound 
weight class Wednesday night.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Allen Leitner had the most competitive 
match of the night as he edged Brian 
Topp by one point in the 170-pound 
weight class.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Ryan Hagan appears to be enjoying 
himself as he dominated Jeremy La-
Baff in the 145-pound weight division.
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Experience the ultimate at publix.com/tailgate

Prices effective Thursday, December 13 through Wednesday, December 19, 2012. 
Only in Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River, Okeechobee and Monroe Counties. 
Any item carried by Publix GreenWise Market will be at the Publix advertised sale price. Quantity limits per customer apply.

Mt. Olive 
Sweet Relish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .M1m
Or Pickles, Selected Varieties, 16-oz jar 
SAVE UP TO 2.39

Original Recipe 
Hamburger Buns, 
8-Count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229
Rich With Eggs, Sugar, and Milk,
From the Publix Bakery, 12-oz pkg. 
SAVE UP TO .30

20-Pack Assorted 
Coca-Cola Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .549
12-oz can 
SAVE UP TO 1.10

Publix Deli 
Baked Potato Salad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .M2500
This Tasty Salad Features Red Potatoes and Hearty Pieces 
of Bacon, Located in the Publix Deli Pre-Packaged Section, 
16-oz pkg. 
SAVE UP TO 1.38 ON 2

Lloyd’s Meats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1m
Pork, Chicken, or Beef in Original BBQ Sauce; 
or Shredded Pork in Honey Hickory Barbecue Sauce, 
Fully Cooked, 15 or 16-oz tub 
SAVE UP TO 5.99

O F F I C I A L  S U P E R M A R K E T  O F  T H E  M I A M I  D O L P H I N S

E X P E R I E N C E
 THE ULT IMATE TA ILGATE PART Y AT

E X P E R I E N C E  M I A M I  D O L P H I N S  F O O T B A L L

E X P E R I E N C E
T H E  U LT I M AT E  TA I L G AT E  PA RT Y.

O F F I C I A L  S U P E R M A R K E T  O F  T H E  M I A M I  D O L P H I N S

Sunday, December 16, 1 p.m.  Jacksonville Jaguars vs. Miami Dolphins

23Okeechobee NewsDecember 16, 2012
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UP
TO

UP
TO

5851 SOUTH US HIGHWAY 1., FT. PIERCE
JUST SOUTH OF MIDWAY ROAD

1-855-374-5019
ALL OFFERS FOR WELL QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS, NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL QUALIFY. CUSTOMER MUST QUALIFY FOR ALL REBATES & INCENTIVES. DEALER RETAINS ALL REBATES & INCENTIVES. ALL VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED OFFERS. OFFERS EXPIRE DATE OF PUBLICATION. DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS OR OMISSIONS. VEHICLE ART FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY, OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT OR VARYING MODEL MAY BE SHOWN.
OFFERS NOT IN CONJUNCTION, OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY, SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. PREVIOUS SALES EXCLUDED. VEHICLE STOCK QUANTITIES VARY DAILY, RANKINGS BASED ON REGISTERED SALES FOR CHRYSTLER CORP *PRICES PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE. ALL FACTORY, ALLY BANK AND ARRIGO DISCOUNTS REBATES AND INCENTIVES APPLIED INCLUDING OWNER/LEASE LOYALTY REBATES IF QUALIFIED **WE WILL BEAT ANY LOCAL, VALID, PRINTED ADVERTISEMENT FROM ANOTHER AUTHORIZED DODGE CHRYSLER
OR JEEP DEALER WITHIN THE SE BUSINESS CENTER ZONE ON ANY NEW IDENTICALLY EQUIPPED IN STOCK VEHICLE. CUSTOMER MUST PRESENT COMPETITORS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE AND SUPPLY ACCURATE VIN NUMBER. COMPETITORS AD MUST BE DATED SAME DAY AS THE CUSTOMERS PURCHASE. IF WE BEAT THE COMPETITORS PRICE , YOU MUST BUY THE VEHICLE FROM ARRIGO. DEALER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO PURCHASE THE VEHICLE FROM THE OTHER DEALER. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY, SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE
DETAILS. †36 MONTH LEASE, 10K MILES PER YEAR. $3000 CASH OR TRADE EQUITY DUE AT SIGNING PLUS, TAX, TAG, TITLE, SECURITY DEPOSIT. ALL FACTORY, ALLY BANK AND ARRIGO DISCOUNTS REBATES AND INCENTIVES APPLIED INCLUDING OWNER/LEASE LOYALTY REBATES. PAYMENT PLUS TAX EACH MONTH. OFFER VALID ON SELECT MODELS TO QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS WITH MINIMUM 750 CREDIT SCORE, AND APPROVED TRU ALLY. *RESTRICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS APPLY TO MAINTENANCE PLAN AND ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE.

STORE HOURS: Mon-Sat 8:30 AM - 9:00 PM • Sun: 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM
SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sat: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM • Sun: Closed

ArrigoFtPierce.com

John Arrigo
Vice President &
General Manager

Jim Arrigo
Owner & President

Offers available on select models with approved credit. Excludes ad specials.

1

Ulrich Rd

Saeger Ave
Easy St

Sunshine Blvd

O
le

an
de

r A
ve

Ft. Pierce • West Palm • Sawgrass

ArrigoFtPierce.com

• Family owned/operated for 22 years!
• The Largest Volume Dealer in the World!
• Free 2-Year Maintenance Plan! 
• Free Roadside Assistance Plan!
• Saturday Service Hours!  • Free WiFi!
• No Service Appointment Necessary!
• 90 Service Bays! • Child Playroom Area!

AND SO MUCH MORE!

ARRIGO

GET PRE-APPROVED CREDIT
ArrigoFtPierce.COM

Bankruptcies… Divorce… Slow Pay…
Repossessions… Foreclosures…1st Time Buyer… 
IF YOU WORK...YOU DRIVE!

#

200
Touring

6TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......22,695
YOUR DOWN .....-5,000
WE MATCH .......-5,000

$12,695 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

300
Ltd.

20
12

6TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......33,395
YOUR DOWN .....-5,500
WE MATCH .......-5,500

$22,395 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

Town & Country

4 TO CHOOSE FROM AT THIS PRICE

Ram
1500

6TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......24,320
YOUR DOWN .....-4,500
WE MATCH .......-4,500

$15,320 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

Ram 1500
Quad Cab

20
12

8TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......31,175
YOUR DOWN .....-7,000
WE MATCH .......-7,000

$17,175 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

Ram Cargo C/V20
12

SALE PRICE .........23,355
YOUR DOWN ........-5,000
WE MATCH...........-5,000

$13,355 *
YOU PAY AS LOW AS

4 TO CHOOSE FROM AT THIS PRICE

Liberty
Sport

20
12

10TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......24,155
YOUR DOWN .....-4,500
WE MATCH .......-4,500

$15,155 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

4TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......21,420
YOUR DOWN .....-3,500
WE MATCH .......-3,500

$14,420 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

Journey
SXT

4TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......24,385
YOUR DOWN .....-5,000
WE MATCH .......-5,000

$14,385 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

LEATHER

REAR DVD 2013 

SALE PRICE........30,990
YOUR DOWN.......-4,000
WE MATCH .........-4,000

$22,990 *
YOU PAY AS LOW AS

$279LEASE FOR
AS LOW AS

Per
Mo.

†OR

2013

2013

Avenger
SALE PRICE .......19,990
YOUR DOWN ......-4,000
WE MATCH ........-4,000

$11,990 *
YOU PAY AS LOW AS

2013

6 TO CHOOSE FROM AT THIS PRICE

2013

Dart
SXT Turbo

12TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......21,105
YOUR DOWN .....-3,000
WE MATCH .......-3,000

$15,105 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

2013

Compass
Sport

2013 

Patriot Sport
SALE PRICE .......17,815
YOUR DOWN ......-2,500
WE MATCH ........-2,500

$12,815 *
YOU PAY AS LOW AS

2013

2 TO CHOOSE FROM AT THIS PRICE
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