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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The Thursday, Aug. 23, budget workshop 
held by Okeechobee County Commissioners 
resulted in good news for taxpayers and bad 
news for county employees. 

Commissioners agreed to leave the millage 
rate at the current year’s rate of 8.547. One mil 
equals one dollar for every $1,000 of assessed 
value. With declining property values that 
means many taxpayers will see a reduction in 
their tax bill. At the same time this millage rate 
will bring in less revenue for the county than it 

did last year.
Commissioners expressed fear of raising 

millage rates and getting closer to the manda-
tory 10 mil cap on ad valorum taxes. If the cur-
rent trend in falling property values continues, 
the millage rate would have to be raised just 
to bring in the same amount of revenue as the 
previous year.

At this point the total proposed budget is 
$81.8 million, a 7.4 percent decrease from the 
present budget.

Commissioner Frank Irby suggested that 
the reserves held by the sheriff be held by the 

county commission instead. 
“I don’t feel comfortable coming back if 

something happens,” Sheriff Paul May re-
sponded. “It would look bad for the sheriff to 
go back to the commissioners for more mon-
ey.” 

“We really don’t budget in excess,” asserted 
Juanita White, the sheriff ’s secretary. “It is not 
really an excess because we don’t know what 
our expenses will be.”

Undersheriff Noel Stephen noted that sev-
eral large line items in the sheriff ’s budget are 

County plans $81.8 million budget

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Offensive tackle Cade Stokes (left) works on his pass blocking during a drill at OHS 

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee Brahman football has high 
hopes for the 2012 season as they return a num-
ber of starters on both sides of the ball and ap-
pear to have a less grueling schedule.

Coach Chris Branham has praised the young 

men for their character, hard work, and enthusi-

asm for conditioning and practicing. He had re-

cord amounts of young men attend camps this 

summer. He also had over 1,000 days of weight 

lifting training put in by prospective Brahmans 

Brahmans ready for 2012 season

See FOOTBALL — Page 5

See BUDGET — Page 5

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County Sheriff Paul May, 
who won the Republican primary with 
82 percent of the votes cast, will face an 
unusual situation in the general election.

His name will be the only one on the 
ballot in the Okeechobee County Sher-
iff ’s Race.

Sheriff May’s only opposition is write-
in candidate Timothy Allen Higgins,

“A write-in does not get their name on 
the ballot,” explained Supervisor of Elec-
tions Gwen Chandler. She said the ballot 
will have Paul May’s name fi rst, with the 
indication that he is the Republican can-
didate. Under Paul May’s name will be a 

Sheriff’s 
race will 
only have 
one name 
on ballot

See SHERIFF — Page 5



Weather forecast for Okeechobee and 
surrounding area from the 
National Weather Service

Today: Showers likely and 
possibly a thunderstorm. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 87. 
Windy, with a northeast wind 15 
to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 
25 mph. Chance of precipitation 

is 60 percent.
Sunday night: Scattered showers and 

thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 77. Windy, with a east northeast wind
around 25 mph, with gusts as high as 35 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 50 percent.

Extended Forecast
Monday: Showers likely and possibly 

a thunderstorm. Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 88. Windy, with a east southeast wind
20 to 25 mph, with gusts as high as 35 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 60 percent.

Monday night: Scattered showers and 
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 79. Windy, with a east southeast
wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 30
mph. Chance of precipitation is 50 percent.

Tuesday: A 50 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with
a high near 93. Windy, with a south south-
east wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high
as 30 mph. 
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Call to Schedule your eye appontment today!

763-3937

606 North Parrott Avenue

www.biglakeeyecare.com 

Big Lake 

   Eye Care

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists

• Metal & Shingle Roofs 

• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338
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Okeechobee Forecast

Special to the Okeechobee News/SEM

Students of the Week
Seminole Elementary would like to congratulate their 
Students of the Week for the week of Aug. 24, Novelee 
Thomas, Cristian Diaz, Hannah Adams, Eutimio Bucio, 
Francisco Valdez, Maria Jaimes, Maylin Campos, Maxwell 
Downing, Fabian Tagle, Megan Burns, Karla Alderman, 
Alexis Llanas, Veronica Trejo, Jose Guzman and Kyle Bar-
rett.

With the potential for heavy rainfall from 
Tropical Storm Isaac, the South Florida Wa-
ter Management District (SFWMD) has be-
gun preparations to maximize storage for 
stormwater runoff to reduce fl ooding where 
possible.

With up to several inches of rain forecast, 
canals and water control structures in Miami 
Dade-County and the Big Cypress Basin in 
Collier County have been placed in the low 
range. The structures will open as needed to 
maintain canals at levels that will enhance 
the ability of local drainage facilities to route 
excess runoff into the District canal system. 

Depending on the storm’s path and rain-
fall received, water managers will make 
adjustments to structures in Broward, Palm 
Beach, Martin and St. Lucie counties and the 

Kissimmee region as necessary. Water levels 
and fl ows are monitored around the clock 
by fi eld staff and the District’s Operations 
Control Room in West Palm Beach.

As a reminder, complete fl ood-proofi ng 
is not possible in South Florida given the 
potential for excessive rainfall from storm 
events. 

Residents are urged to review their emer-
gency plans and supplies and stay clear of 
water control structures, where there may 
be a rapid water fl ow even before a storm. 

For updates in case of an emergency, 
residents and visitors can follow the Dis-
trict’s Twitter feed (@SFWMD) and its list 
of weather and emergency management 
tweeters related to South Florida (@SFW-
MD/emermanagement).

South Florida Water managers 
closely monitor weather forecasts



By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County offi cials are keeping 
a watchful eye on Tropical Storm Isaac.

On Friday, school offi cials were planning 
to keep the schools open on Monday. They 
will monitor the situation over the week-
end. 

If the winds are 40 mph or higher, school 
will have to be cancelled as the school bus-
es cannot operate in high winds, explained 
Assistant Superintendent of Schools Joanie 
Ard. She said local offi cials will meet this af-
ternoon (Sunday, Aug. 26) at the Emergency 

Operations Center to review the storm’s pro-
jected path and intensity.

If offi cials fi nd they do have to close 
schools, they will notify parents via the auto-
mated telephone message system. The infor-
mation will also be on local television and ra-
dio stations, on the Okeechobee News page 
on Facebook and the Okeechobee County 
School System web page. Parents who have 
an email address in the Skyward system will 
also receive an email if a decision is made to 
close the schools.

“If there is a tropical storm system out 
there, people need to stay prepared,” said 

Mitch Smeykal, Okeechobee Emergency 
Management director. “You should have 
your supplies on hand with enough non-
perishable food and water for three days, 
minimum.”

He said even though Okeechobee Coun-
ty is off the projected path of the storm, the 
county is likely to experience thunderstorms 
early in the week and there could be some 
localized fl ooding.

Mr. Smeykal added that residents should 
keep up with updates on any changes in the 
storm’s projected path. The situation can 
change pretty quickly, he said.

Emergency information will be broadcast 
on local radio and television stations. The ra-
dio stations are WOKC-FM 100.9, WOKC-AM 
1570, and WWFR-FM 91.7 in Okeechobee, 
WQCS-FM 88.9 in Fort Pierce, and WAFC-
FM 100.5 in Clewiston. The television sta-
tions are Channels 5 and 25 from West Palm 
Beach, and the local cable station. For storm 
updates online go to okeechobeeeoc.com, 
fl oridadisaster.com or the Okeechobee 
News page on Facebook. You can also fol-
low Okeechobee Emergency Management 
on twitter and see updates on their Face-
book page.
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(561) 747-1232

Improve your appearance, your 
confidence, and your self esteem.
Enhance your breast, flatten your

tummy or shed unwanted fat. Let us
help you look and feel your very best!

• Tummy Tuck
• Breast Augmentation 
• Breast Lift/Reduction
• Endoscopic Brow Lift
• Face Lift
• Nasal Surgery
• Eyelid Surgery
• Liposculpture
• Botox and Fillers

301 N.E. 19th Drive (Across from the old hospital) 112 South W. C. Owens Ave.

Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer, but more than 98 percent 
of skin cancers can be cured with early detection. Schedule your skin check 
today if:

You’ve ever spent time in the sun for work or play
You have a spot on your skin that has changed 

  shape or color
You have a spot that bleeds and never seems to heal

Most insurance accepted, including Medicare and Medicaid

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING
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Local offi cials monitoring storm progress

The Florida Department of Transporta-
tion, District One Offi ce in Bartow has issued 
the following road work plan for this week.

• US 441: From State Road 15/County 
Road 68 East to N.W. 344 Street: Mainte-
nance project—Crews will be making re-
pairs to the shoulders of the roadway and 
intermittent lane closures will be required. 
Motorists should use caution when traveling 
through work area.

• US 98/US 441: From NW 36th Street 
to NW 9th Street: Maintenance project—
Crews will be edging and sweeping along 
the sidewalks and curbs in the area. No lane 
closures are expected however motorists 
should drive with caution.

• US 98: South of CR 68: Maintenance 
project—Crews will be making repairs to 
the shoulders of the roadway. No lane clo-
sures are anticipated. 

• SR 710: From north side of SR 710 
between SR 70 & NE 34th Avenue: Mainte-
nance project—Crews will be making drain-
age structure repairs on the northside of SR 
710 between SR 70 & N.E. 34th. Ave., there 
are no lane closers expected. However trav-
eling motorists should be aware of crews in 
the area. 

• SR 70: Between S.W. 72nd Terrace and 
SW 8th Avenue: Maintenance project—
Crews will be repairing drainage structures 
on SR 70 between SW 72nd Terrace and SW 

8th Avenue. Work will be on the south side 

of the road with no lane closures expected. 

The traveling public should drive with cau-

tion while in work zone.

• SR 70: From SW 24th Street to US 98/

US 441: Maintenance project—Crews will 

be edging and sweeping along the sidewalks 

and curbs in the area. No lane closures are 

expected however motorists should drive 

with caution. 

Motorists are reminded to wear safety 

belts and drive with caution, courtesy, com-

mon sense, and patience as they travel 

through work zones. Remember, speeding 

fi nes are doubled in work zones.

Road work planned in Okeechobee County



Colored crystal meth
• The drug dealers have come up with a new way to hide their 

crystal meth. It looks and smells like strawberry ‘pop rocks’ candy. 
It comes in different fl avors so it looks just like the candy. Parents 
watch your kids. This stuff kills. Tell them not to take candy from 
strangers. Editor’s note: According to Snopes.com, rumors about 
fl avored crystal meth began around 2007. According to the Federal 
Drug Enforcement Agency: “ While colored versions of metham-
phetamine that somewhat resemble candy may have been found, 
the notion that drug dealers are deliberately targeting children by 
producing fl avored versions of the drug intended to mimic the ap-
pearance and taste of candy appears to have been based on mis-
taken assumptions. When colored version of meth turn up, the 
coloring of the drug is likely to be incidental to the manufacturing 
process (rather than a quality deliberately introduced to increase 
the appeal of meth), and since police drug labs don’t generally test 
drugs for fl avoring ingredients, statements about seizures of fl a-
vored meth have probably been based on the drug’s brightly hued 
appearance and not on its actual taste.”

Questions in our schools
• I was shocked to fi nd out at Okeechobee High School there is 

a day care for all the kids that are going to school that have babies. 
There are people hired to watch these babies. If they do not have 
a car, they ride the school bus with their babies to go to school. Is 
there something that I don’t understand here or what? When I was 
in school if you became pregnant, you were GONE—they didn’t 
take care of your baby at school. What is this place coming to?

• It’s actually not something they get to choose. They are re-
quired by state mandate to provide care and such for children of 
students so that the parents remain in school and complete their 
education and prevent them from dropping out. I know that not ev-
ery high school has them, so I can only assume that there are some 
milestones that need to be reached or, maybe, some intervention/
action at a local level that results in the school having to dip into 
its operating budget to provide the service. These programs usu-
ally don’t get money from the state. So they are called “unfunded 
mandates,” which means the law says you need to do these things 
which are rather expensive but we’re not going to give you any 
help in implementing them.

• I understood they get federal money/grant for following “their” 
guidelines and that’s where a lot of the money comes from.

• I believe the mind set is that if these teenage mothers drop 
out of school, they have little chance of fi nding a job and will be 
a burden on society. If they stay in school, they are more likely to 
eventually work and support themselves and their children. The 
real problem is the high teenage pregnancy rate in Okeechobee 
County. The parents, schools, churches and community organiza-
tions need to do more to prevent teen pregnancy.

Help! I need plastic surgery!
Recently I returned from a trip to Colorado to welcome 

our fi rst great-grandchild. Those of you who have several 
know what a joy the fi rst one is. Anything his parents needed 
for him, I whipped out the old Mastercard and bought. 

After I came home we went on a short vacation to visit 
another grandchild in Tennessee, work on our old house, 
and buy what we needed for that trip. Once again, out came 
a credit card. After Tennessee we went to Mississippi to visit 
elderly, ailing relatives. Again, out with the credit cards, gas, 
food, motel, etc.

Not one time did I give any thought to what these would 
add up to as we were using them. On the way home from 
Mississippi, I pulled a wad of receipts from my purse. Wal-
Mart, Kroger, K-Mart, Publix, Winn-Dixie, Weigle’s, Kids-R-Us, 
Furniture Factory, Airline tickets, motel receipts, gas receipts, 
Lowe’s Lumber, Ace Hardware, Loaf’N’Jug, restaurants, etc. 
I could not believe the amount I had put on several different 
cards, three different gas cards, three different credit cards, 
and practically every store we went to we had to have a card 
to get the discounts. My wallet is full of plastic cards. I have 
no less than 30 of them!

Today, I have decided to do plastic surgery. I am keeping 
one grocery store card, one gas credit card and one major 
credit card. And I will keep the Lowe’s card. The rest are go-
ing to that great wastebasket in the far beyond. By shopping 
in the one grocery store I will get cents off the gallon on gas 
for the very gas card I keep, I may not get a lot of bargains, 
but I will get gas and not waste it going from store to store for 
the bargains. The major credit card I will save for emergen-
cies, if I don’t have cash for everything else, then I don’t need 
it. Ah, my purse is already lighter!

God is a great God, He supplies our every need, yet we 
always tend to overdo with wants, or must-haves-right now. I 
can only imagine the look on His face (His I-told-you-so look) 
when I fi nally realized how much I put out on credit. He 
doesn’t want us to do that and I know it, but I did it anyway. 
Now I will have to deal with consequences of my actions. 
Cut backs will be top priority for the next couple of months 
until they are paid off.

All I can do right now is ask God to forgive me for be-
ing foolish with what He provided and thank Him for His 
Grace and Mercy that surpasses all my stupidity.  Hopefully, 
someone else will look at what I did and remember not to 
do it themselves. Remember, God makes provisions for us 
all, every day in every way. I’m going back on His 10-20-70 
plan. The top 10% goes to Him in tithes, the next 20% goes 
in savings and we will live off the last 70% to pay bills, food, 
and help others. Thank You, LORD, for being so good! Jesus 
loves you ~ and so do I, 

Cheryl Gawda

Wildlife restoration program 
celebrates anniversary

The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program turns 
75 this September. It is likely you haven’t even heard of this 
program, but people everywhere who care about fi sh and 
wildlife conservation should be celebrating this anniversary. 
Without question, this is one of the most highly successful 
user-funded/public-benefi t conservation programs in our na-

tion’s history. 
It all began back in 1937 when hunters, joining with ven-

dors of hunting equipment, approached the U.S. Congress
to collect revenue from the sale of outdoor equipment and
products to be used solely for the enhancement of wildlife
conservation.

Wildlife Restoration funds have been critical to establish-
ing healthy populations and habitats for many wildlife spe-
cies, including the wild turkey, white-tailed deer and black
bear just to name a few. These funds are essential to provid-
ing broader access and opportunities for public hunting and
wildlife viewing, monitoring wildlife populations, conducting
practical wildlife research, providing hunter education, ac-
quiring key wildlife habitats and developing public shooting
ranges. 

Sport Fish Restoration funds are used to provide broader
access for public fi shing and boating by constructing boat
ramps, docks and fi shing piers, conducting key fi sheries
research, restoring critical fi sheries habitat, and delivering
educational programs targeting conservation of fi sheries and
their habitats.

Not only is September the 75th anniversary of the Restora-
tion Fund, but Sept. 1 is also one of our saltwater license-free
fi shing days. What a great opportunity to introduce a non-
angler to the sport of saltwater fi shing. Florida is the Fishing
Capital of the World, and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission is proud to be partners with all of the
sportsmen, businesses and government agencies that help
keep it that way. 

As we enjoy the benefi ts fl owing from hunters and anglers
and the outdoor industry to fi sh and wildlife conservation
and then back to everyone who enjoys our plentiful fi sh and
wildlife resources, let’s all remember that forward-thinking
pioneers established the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration
Program. It indeed forms a strong circle of stewardship and
support around fi sh and wildlife unrivaled by any other con-
servation program in the world. 

So, if you are out enjoying a day in the fi eld or on the wa-
ter, or just observing wildlife, and you come across a hunter
or angler … offer your thanks for their leading role in conser-
vation. They deserve major credit for the rich diversity of fi sh
and wildlife resources we enjoy today. 

Kenneth Wright, Chairman
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Whatever you do...watch the convention!
All right, can I say who is Mitt Romney/Paul Ryan? Will

these guys continue to pull a page from Pres. Obama’s 2008
Presidential bid or will Ryan tell Romney he is really the leader
if he looks that way. 

Please don’t slash my future Medicare/Social Security/im-
migration/women’s rights and personal funding. Life is more
than just about your private sector friends boardroom mental-
ity. Romney was a one-term governor, Harvard Law business
graduate, Bain Capital Private Equity fi rm, CEO. How can you
tell me he is for the everyday working American when he
does not release his own taxes. Ryan did! Also Pres. Obama
is still leading in every poll out there. Hello! Likability, smile
whatever you do for the master, let in be real. I’m just saying, I
too am America. Watch those conventions! Rock the vote.

Brenda Scott, Poet, Playwright
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Public Forum/Speak Out Letters to the editor
Speak Out has moved online, where it is quicker and 

easier to share your ideas and converse with others. Go 
to www.newszap.com, click on the community name and 
your local or state Public Forum. There, you can create new 
topics or comment on existing topics. What follows is a 
sam pling of some of the discussions currently taking place. 
Thanks for participating!



strictly invoice driven. 
Commissioner Bryant Culpepper said he 

would rather have the sheriff hold surplus 
funds. “How does it benefi t us if we hold it 
rather than the sheriff?” he asked.

Commissioner Irby replied that if the 
county has the money it can be used for 
emergencies. 

The sheriff noted that for the fi fth year 
his budget has decreased. He pledged to 
return almost $600,000 to the county in un-
used funds from the current year’s budget. 
Because county employees are not getting a 
raise, the sheriff agreed to remove the 3 per-
cent raise for his employees that had origi-
nally been in his proposed budget. However, 

he said that out of this year’s surplus funds 
he would give his employees a one-time 5 
percent bonus.  

“We’ve cut, cut, cut until it is no longer 
a cutting problem,” asserted Commissioner 
Culpepper. “It’s a revenue problem. How 
can you keep cutting without reducing the 
level of services? We have reached the point 
where we are in crisis management.” 

Commissioner Culpepper was in favor 
of using capital funds to give employees a 
raise, an idea not shared by his fellow em-
ployees. 

“I think you are walking on thin ice when 
you talk about using capital funds for operat-
ing expenses,” was the opinion of Commis-
sioner Irby. 

“The citizens of this county cannot afford 
for us to give our employees a raise,” Com-
missioner Margaret Garrard Helton said. She 

noted that if county employees got a raise, in 
all fairness the employees of constitutional 
offi cers would also deserve a raise.

This would necessitate an increase in 
their respective budgets which, in turn, 
would have to be funded by the county.  

Commissioners discussed the idea of 
closing Okee-Tantie Campground to save 
money. The area would still be available 
as a park but there would be no camping. 
The marina and the restaurant would still be 
open. 

Commissioner Joey Hoover suggested 
cutting library hours to save money.

Commissioner Irby noted that the com-
mission’s part of the budget is only 25 per-
cent of the total budget. The remaining 75 
percent belongs to the constitutional of-
fi cers. He asked that the constitutional of-
fi cers, some of whom were present in the 

audience, look again at their own budgets to 

see if they could make further reductions.

Commissioners also considered requests 

from private organizations. They agreed to 

give Main Street $2,773 for the Halloween 

event at the Okeechobee County Agri-Civic 

Center. That is up from the $2,043 Main 

Street got last year. County administrator 

Robbie Chartier stated that the increased 

funding was more in line with the actual ex-

penses based on the amount of time the ag 

center was in use for setting up and taking 

down the event. The Youth Livestock Show 

is trying to become more self suffi cient. Last 

year they got $9,400. This year they request-

ed $3,500. The Cattleman’s Association was 

given $4,068 for the Florida High School 

Rodeo Finals, the same amount as last year. 

They were also given $4,000 for a regular 

high school rodeo. That is up from last year’s 

$3,124. Relay for Life was given $1,000. The 

Chamber of Commerce of Okeechobee 

County got $40,000. The Health and Safety 

Expo was given the same amount as last 

year, $1,413. 

Since this was a workshop no offi cial 

action could be taken. Commissioners will 

hold another budget workshop on Monday, 

Aug. 27, at 9 a.m. in the commission cham-

bers. There will be two public hearings in 

September before adoption of the budget.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

BUDGET
Continued From Page 1
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this summer. The team also did well in sev-
eral 7 on 7 passing leagues.

Here is a closer look at the team.

Defensive outlook
Coordinator Tyrone Smith has imple-

mented a 4-3 defense again to the Brahman 
defense. The coaches are enthused by the 
group’s athleticism and speed and predict 
this could be a very strong defense. In the 
past few years the defense has struggled at 
times and has not been able to force many 
turnovers. They have also struggled getting a 
pass rush on opposition quarterbacks. That 
could change in 2012.

On the defensive line the team is thrilled 
with defensive tackles Cody Walker and 
team Captain Cory Vickers. They hope to 
limit the amount of time they have to play on 
both offense and defense this year to keep 
them fresh. Jose Garcia will also see a lot of 
time at defensive tackle. The defensive ends 
will be led by Eddie Neal and Cade Stokes. 
Devon Wigfall and Jefferson Davis are also 
in the mix for playing time.

Coach Branham is also excited about the 
potential of his linebacker corps. Elijowan 
Williams is a returner and will start at middle 

linebacker. Rico Garza and Adrian Minondo 
should also start. Dee Shockley provides sol-
id depth at the position and Joey Santibanez 
could also see time there.

The secondary has depth and talent. G.W 
Jarrell returns at cornerback. Al Morris has 
recovered from a devastating leg injury. La-
Vante Spivey is a quality option. Other op-
tions include DJ Washington, Zachary Wing-
fi eld, Santibanez, and Khalil Smith. Unlike 
other years, the defense has numbers and 
depth in case of injuries.

Offensive outlook
People don’t realize last year’s Brahman 

team rushed for over 1,700 yards as a team. 
They should be able to rush the football, 
and should have QB Jack Radebaugh ready 
for a full season. Coaches expect execution, 
intensity, and solid ball control this year. 
Coach Branham praised Radebaugh for his 
intelligence and football savvy and expects 
big things from his senior signal caller.

Radebaugh will see the bulk of time at 
QB. He’ll be counted on to be accurate with 
his throws. He also likes the pass protec-
tion in front of him and is excited about the 
opportunity to throw the ball more. Wash-
ington could see some time there in certain 
formations. Dee Shockley provides depth, 
intensity, and knowledge of the offensive 
play book.

Running back will feature Washington 
and Fabian Howard. Both can run the foot-

ball inside the tackles and occasionally break 
a long play on the outside. Khalil Smith 
played well at times last year and should 
also help in the backfi eld. 

The offensive line will feature Vickers, 
Walker, Cade Stokes and other linemen. Top 
linemen Bobby Jo Garza is out for a few 
weeks due to shoulder surgery. He will be 
counted on to lead the line once he returns.

Wide receiver is another position of 
depth as most of the defensive secondary 
starters are capable receivers. Eddie Neal 
had a strong second half of 2011 and can 
play inside and outside. LaVante Spivey can 
take advantage of slower defenders. Al Mor-
ris was the top receiver last year until he was 
injured against Centennial. Washington can 
also line up at receiver. Okeechobee will 
show different formations and are capable 
of running fi ve wide at times.

A key reason for optimism is the lack 
of dominating opponents on the Brahman 
schedule this year. Top district opponents 
should be Sebastian River, South Fork and 
Olympic Heights. Palm Beach Lakes has a 
new coach and is always capable of fi eld-
ing a strong team. Forest Hill has struggled in 
football for years. Others on the non-district 
schedule include a solid Clewiston team, 
Port St. Lucie, Desoto-Arcadia, Martin Coun-
ty, and Centennial.

FOOTBALL
Continued From Page 1

blank line with the words “write-in” in small 
type under the line.

Voters have the choice of voting for Sher-
iff May or writing in another name and vot-
ing for the write-in.

Voters can write anything they wish on 
that line. However, only votes for registered 
write-in candidates count in the election. 

Every election there are write-in votes for 
people—and cartoon characters—who are 
not registered as candidates, explained Mrs. 
Chandler. She has even heard that some 
people just write in their own names. Those 
votes do not count.

“They can write a name in but we can’t 

count it unless you are a registered candi-
date,” she said.

Write-in candidates have to register the 
same way other candidates do, she said. But 
a write-in does not pay a qualifying fee or 
get petitions signed, so the name does not 
appear on the ballot.

People who want to vote for a write-in 
must know the write-in name before they 
go to the polls. Under Florida law, there can 
be no signs showing the write-in candidates’ 
names inside the polling place. And the poll 
workers are not allowed to tell the voters 
who the write-in candidates are or how to 
spell their names. Poll workers are not al-
lowed to answer a question about a write-in 
candidate even if a voter asks.

“We can’t post it or have anything by the 
ballots,” said Mrs. Chandler. “You have to 
know the name.”

If you misspell a write-in candidate’s 
name, the vote can still count, she added.

“Spelling doesn’t count in write-ins as 
long as it can be ascertained by the can-
vassing board it was the voter’s intent,” she 
said.

Since there will be a “write-in” line, Mrs. 
Chandler expects to fi nd a variety of answers 
on the ballot.

“People sometimes entertain them-
selves,” she said.

“Mickey Mouse gets a lot of votes every 
year, but he is not a registered candidate.”

The world-famous rodent is apparently 
viewed by his fans as skilled to do just about 
anything, she continued. “Mickey gets votes 
in all kinds of local, state and national rac-
es. Apparently people think he can do just 
about anything.”

SHERIFF
Continued From Page 1
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.
Dennis J. Brunning,  58

OKEECHOBEE — Dennis J. Brunning, died 
peacefully on Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012, in the 
Jay Robert Lauer Unit of Hospice of Palm Beach 
County at JFK Medical Center in Atlantis, Fla.  
Born in Beech Grove, Ind., Dennis relocated to 
Okeechobee in 1985.  He was a member of the 
Moose Lodge.  He enjoyed bowling, fi shing, 
playing cards and cooking.  Along with his 
mother Sandy, he was co-owner of Bee’s Elite 
Catering and Restaurant.

Dennis was preceded in death by his parents, 
Gus and Sandy Brunning; brother, R. Michael 
Brunning; and a sister, Judith Brunning. 

He is survived by his son, Denny Brunning; sis-
ter, Beth Hughes; nephews, Shawn, Eric and 
Todd Bryant; and niece Tara Higgs, all of India-
napolis, Ind.

There will be no services held locally. 
Friends may send online condolences to 

www.buxtonseawinds.com
Arrangements are under the care of Matthew 

and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Seawinds Funeral 
Home, 3833 SE 18th Terrace, Okeechobee, Fla.

Do-it-yourself publishing at Newszap.com

Wedding, engagement, birth, 
graduation, birthday

and anniversary
announcements 

in print and online! 

Publish your community news 
item or press release.

Get 100 words and one photo 
for only $25

Visit www.newszap.com, click on 
your community, and then on the link

for Publish Your News

Obituaries
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Martha’s House
to host fundraiser

A pancake breakfast will be held to ben-
efi t Martha’s House on Sunday, Aug. 26, 
from 7-11 a.m. at the Frosty Mug, 6315 U.S. 
441 S.E., Okeechobee. The club will donate 
all food and supplies and 100 percent of the 
proceeds will benefi t Martha’s House. The 
breakfast is only $5 and includes pancakes, 
homemade biscuits and sausage gravy, cof-
fee and OJ. Donations will also be accepted. 
For more information, please call 863-467-
8232.

FFA Alumni to meet
The Okeechobee FFA Alumni will be hav-

ing their fi rst meeting of the new year on 
Aug. 27, at 7 p.m. at the Extension Offi ce. 
Anyone interested in joining is welcome to 
attend. For more information please call 
467-8696.

CCC meeting planned
The next meeting of the Community Col-

laborative Council, a part of the Shared Ser-
vices Network of Okeechobee, will be Tues-
day, Aug. 28, at 10 a.m. in the board room of 
the School Board Offi ce.

Eagles to host bingo
Eagles North, 9985 U.S. 441 N., will have 

bingo on Tuesday, Aug. 28, at 1 p.m.; and 
Wednesday, Aug 29, bingo at 4:30 p.m. Pro-
ceeds go to the F.O.E. 4137 community ben-
efi t fund.

Program explains
synthetic drug problem

“Knock Out SPICE” is an educational 
presentation for public servants, parents, 
students, community members, civic orga-
nizations, grandparents, business owners 
and community leaders. The presentation 
will be held in the Okeechobee High School 
lecture hall on Tuesday, Aug. 28, from 7 to 
8 p.m.

County Fair Board to meet
The Okeechobee Fair Board of Directors 

will meet Aug. 30, at 5:30 p.m. at the Cham-
ber of Commerce.

OCEA to hold general
membership meeting

The Okeechobee County Education 
Association (OCEA) will have its fi rst gen-
eral membership meeting of the 2012-2013 
school year on Thursday, Aug. 30, at 4:30 
p.m. in the cafeteria of Central Elementary 
School, 510 S.W. Fifth Ave.  Contact OCEA at 
863-467-1564 for more information.

Healthy Start 
annual meeting

The Okeechobee Healthy Start Coali-
tion will have their annual meeting on Fri-
day, Aug. 31, from 2-4 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church Fellowship Hall. This meeting is 
open to the public. The Okeechobee Healthy 
Start Coalition is part of a statewide network 
of coalitions responsible for planning and 
implementing services to pregnant women 
and children under 3 years of age. The Co-
alition is made up of citizens interested in 
promoting healthy families and babies in 
Okeechobee. For more information about 
the Coalition, please contact Kay Begin, Ex-
ecutive Director, at 863-462-5877.

OKMS taking applications
for vendors and non-profi ts

Okeechobee Main Street is proud to an-
nounce the 2012 All-American Labor Day 
Celebration scheduled for Sept. 1, 2 and 3, 
in the Flagler Parks! While in town, visit our 
local shops and see what they now have to 
offer! OKMS is now taking applications for 
vendors and non-profi ts interested in set-
ting up a booth. If you are interested, please 
contact Cindy Birdashaw at 863-357-6246 or 
visit our website at: www.okeechobeemain-
street.com. 

First Baptist Church 
to host fl ag football

Boys and girls, k-12 come sign up for First 

and Goal Flag Football. Registration is just 

$35 with sign up deadline on Sept. 8. Games 

will be held from Sept. 22-Nov. 17. Games 

are sponsored by First Baptist Church, 401 

S.W. Fourth St., and the Recreation Outreach 

Center, 310 S.W. Fifth Ave. For more infor-

mation, please call 863-467-7625.

Tobacco Free Partnership
to hold September meeting

The Tobacco-Free Partnership of 

Okeechobee will meet Sept. 5, at noon. 

Lunch will be provided, please RSVP by 

calling 863-447-9140. The meeting will be 

held in the Thompson Hall, next to the Pen-

tecostals of Okeechobee Church, 405 SW 

10th Avenue. The mission of the Tobacco-

Free Partnership Okeechobee is to mobilize 

community partners to establish long-lasting 

system and policy changes that promote to-

bacco-free social norms in order to prevent 

usage of tobacco products by youth/young 

adults, encourage and support tobacco ces-

sation, eliminate health hazards of second-

hand smoke and decrease the number of 

deaths due to tobacco products. 

Freedom Outreach
fi shing tournament

The Freedom Outreach fi shing cham-
pionship will be held on Sunday, Sept. 9.
The entry fee is $120. You must fi sh at least 
four tournaments to be in the championship 
event! All tournaments will be held at Okee-
Tantie Marina Boat Ramp from safe light un-
til 2 p.m. Food and drinks free at weigh in. 
Pease call 561-719-5989 or 863-634-8127 to 
register or with questions.

Coffee with 
the Commissioner

Coffee with the Commissioner will be 
hosted by Commissioner Margaret Garrard 
Helton on Tuesday, Sept. 11, from 10 a.m. –
noon in room 261 at the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Courthouse, 304 N.W. Second St. Citizens 
wishing to participate are encouraged to call 
863-763-6441 to schedule an appointment. 

Children Services Council
to hold budget meeting

The Children’s Services Council of 
Okeechobee will have their First Public 
Budget Hearing for the year 2012-2013 on 
Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2012 at 5:01 p.m., in the 
Okeechobee County School Board offi ce, 
room 303 at 700 S.W. Second Ave.

Community Events



By Tom Nordlie
University of Florida

GAINESVILLE, Fla.—It might appear that 
the only people who profi t from Florida’s 
forests are landowners, but a University of 
Florida study says the trees provide valuable 
services to land users and people in sur-
rounding communities.

As forests grow, they fi lter water, store 
carbon and perform other helpful functions 
that are known collectively as ecosystem ser-
vices. These services are often overlooked 
by the public but UF researchers found a 
way to estimate their dollar value, which can 
exceed $5,000 per acre over 20 years.

Results from the two-year study, called 
the Stewardship Ecosystem Services Survey 
Project, were just published at http://www.
sfrc.ufl .edu/cfeor/SESS.html

Researchers hope the report increases 
awareness of the benefi ts of forestland and 
the opportunities that exist for Florida land-
owners, said Jack Payne, UF senior vice pres-
ident for agriculture and natural resources.

“This is a groundbreaking study for 
Florida, because it actually gets into the 
numbers,” Payne said. “It establishes dollar 
values for some—not all, but some—of the 
benefi ts that forests create for our residents 
and visitors.”

The study focused on four key ecosystem 
services—water quality, carbon storage, tim-
ber production and wildlife conservation. It 
also focused on forestland acreage enrolled 
in the Florida Forest Stewardship Program.

The voluntary state program helps land-
owners manage their forests for multiple 
uses, to increase its economic value and 
maintain its environmental quality. Those 
uses may include timber production, hunt-
ing, ecotourism or activity on the carbon 
credit market.

Currently, about 438,000 acres of forest-
land are included in the program, out of 
Florida’s total 34.7 million acres of land. The 
total value for the ecosystem services pro-
vided by those 438,000 acres is $2.07 billion, 
researchers found.

Forestlands enrolled in the program are 
likely to provide ecosystem services better 
than comparable unmanaged lands, said 
Tim White, director of UF’s School of Forest 
Resources and Conservation.

“The program is all about developing and 
implementing management plans based on 
the owners’ goals,” White said. “So it’s natu-
ral to expect that these forests would be do-
ing very well, in terms of their growth and 
health.”

Founded in 1990, the Florida Forest Stew-
ardship Program is a partnership among 
UF’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sci-
ences, the Florida Forest Service, the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative.

Forests benefi cial to surrounding communities
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Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News. Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Fri., Aug. 24TH - 
Thurs., Aug. 30TH

For Info, Call 763-7202
I: “THE CAMPAIGN”

Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

II: “HOPE SPRINGS”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

R

III: “PARANORMAN”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

PG-13

PG

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m. 
Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

Okeechobee 
Livestock Market 

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee 
(863) 763-3127

A legitimate role for the
press is that of “the public’s
watchdog.” Most citizens
can’t spend the time neces-
sary to personally observe
their public officials at
work, or to determine how
well public institutions are
carrying out their public
mission.

But too many newspapers
these days act more like
“mad dogs” than “watch-
dogs.”

We’re proud to be differ-
ent. We try to carry out our
“watchdog” role as humble
representatives of the pub-
lic, always maintaining a
courteous tone and our
reputation for purposeful
neutrality.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
calling your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism
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The Livestock Market will be 
closed for Labor Day, Monday, 
Sept. 3 for Rodeo.

Feeder calves took a little 
jump this week with most calves 
$2-3 higher. Slaughter cattle were 
about steady to a little weaker. 
Seems a little rain out west sure 
helped attitudes.

Watford Cattle, Okeechobee, 
topped the calf market with a 
high of $2.95 bought by Foy 
Reynolds. Seminole Tribe/Big 
Cypress, Okeechobee, topped 
the Cow Market with a high of 
89.00 bought by Central Beef.

Oct. 12: OLM Bred Heifer Sale 
& Little Springs Horned Hereford 
Bull Sale

Oct. 19: “44 Farms” Angus 
Bull Sale

Oct. 26: Little Creek Farms 
Brangus Bull Sale.

Todd 

Livestock Market Report
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EMERGENCIES DON’T WAIT FOR APPOINTMENTS.

Our Emergency Rooms wait times 
are consistently shorter than the 

national average.

We treat kids too.

The Right Care, Right Here, Right Now!

Take comfort in knowing that if a patient does require 
alternative, specialized treatment, we have an 
immediate and seamless transfer process with our 

sister HCA facilities in the Treasure Coast:

Lawnwood Regional Medical Center & Heart Institute
and St. Lucie Medical Center.

Buy a Home Delivery or Mail subscription for 
$6 a month

and receive an E-Subscription FREE*
Your local news

available right at your 

fingertips!
Call (863) 763-3134 today!

*When you enroll in our EZPAY subscription plan

Stay in the know with an

E-subscription
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Melanie Giles, director of Raulerson Hos-
pital’s Company Care Department recently 
answered some questions regarding local 
occupational health services and how em-
ployers may benefi t from utilizing these ser-
vices.

Question: What trend or benefi ts can 
be associated with companies who con-
duct pre-employment drug screenings?

Answer: Drug testing has become an 
important safety issue in the workplace. A 
large percentage of Fortune 500 compa-
nies perform drug testing. The purpose is 
to lessen the impact from drug abuse in 
the workplace, including tardiness, absen-
teeism, turnover, attitude problems, theft, 
decreased productivity, crime and violence. 
The U.S. Dept of Labor estimates that drug-
use in the workplace costs employers $75 to 
$100 billion dollars annually in lost time, ac-
cidents, health care and workers compensa-
tion costs. Sixty-fi ve percent of all accidents 
on the job are related to drug or alcohol, and 
substance abusers utilize 16 times as many 
health care benefi ts and are six times more 
likely to fi le workers’ compensation claims 
than non-abusers. By implementing a drug 
free workplace program a business can pos-
sibly receive a reduction in their workers’ 
compensation insurance by 5-15 percent.

Question: Why should employers in 
certain industries (which industries specifi -
cally?) require annual employee physicals?

Answer: Physicals are required or rec-
ommended annually or biannually for em-
ployees who work in positions affecting 
public safety. 

• The Department of Transportation re-
quires that truck drivers with a Class A or 
B driver’s licenses have a medical physical 
every 1-2 years. Drivers with certain medical 
conditions such as hypertension and diabe-
tes require the more rigorous requirement 
of annual physicals, while those without 
specifi c medical conditions may be certifi ed 
for two years at a time. The DOT also recom-
mends workers in the fi eld of public safety, 

such as fi re fi ghters and police offi cers re-
ceive a physical every 1-2 years.

Question: Does an employer have to 
employ a certain number of people to use 
an Occupational Health Services Company, 
like Company Care?

Answer: It doesn’t matter if you have 5 
or 50 employees. Keeping your employees 
healthy is good for your business. Company 
Care can provide physicals, vaccinations, fi t 
testing, spirometry (lung function) vision 
screening, audiograms (hearing tests), post-
exposure to blood and body fl uids and lab 
work along with many other services.

Question: What resources can an Oc-
cupational Health Service Provider, like 
Company Care, offer employers who need 
assistance with an injured employee’s 
medical care and or workers’ compensa-
tion protocol?

Answer: Company Care provides em-
ployers with a one-stop shop for quality 
care for injured workers. When an injured 
employee is sent to Company Care, they can 
receive a full range of occupational health 
services including treatment for their injury, 
a drug-screening (if requested/required), x-
rays, labs and more - all in one location.  

Company Care also provides compre-
hensive case management services to co-
ordinate, monitor, and evaluate the medical 
care of the injured employee. Company Care 
communicates to employers and/or work-
ers’ compensation insurers to confi rm the 
Medical Plan of Treatment is being adhered 
to for an aggressive light duty and return to 
work status.

Question: How can employers learn 
more about the services provided by Com-
pany Care?

Answer: Employers wishing to know 
more about Company Care’s Occupational 
Health Services may call 863-763-2670 and 
ask to speak with Melanie Giles, visit Rauler-
son Hospital.com or drop by the Company 
Care offi ce located at 1930 Hwy. 441 North, 
just north of Raulerson Hospital.

Raulerson Hospital’s 
Company Care answers 
questions about services

Hospital offers program on back pain
If you or a loved one suffer from back pain, you are invited to a program at Raulerson 

Hospital on Thursday, Aug. 30 for dinner and a physician lecture about spine surgery. 
Surgeon Dr. Don Moore will present an educational lecture about spine surgery. Dinner 
and dessert is available in the cafeteria at 5 p.m.  for $5 per person) The lecture is free 
and it will begin at 5:30 p.m. Please RSVP to: 763-9228.

August blood drives planned
The Big Red Bus bloodmobile will be in Okeechobee on  Thursday, Aug. 30 – Okeecho-

bee High School, 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Relay for Life kickoff celebration planned
Everyone is invited to join the Relay for Life group at Lunker’s Sports Grill on Thurs-

day, Oct. 11, 2012 to help kick off our 2013 Relay for Life year.  The theme for this year’s 
event is “All-Star Relay: Scoring Against Cancer” so wear your favorite sports memorabil-
ia.  For more information, please contact Missy Fipps 863-634-8674 or Lacey Summerall 
863-634-7765.
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½ PRICE APPETIZERS
(from 11am until 7pm at the bar!!)After 9pm

2 for 1 
Drinks All Day

Starting
at

$7.99

CHOOSE
TWO TO
CREATE

YOUR
OWN

FAVORITE
LUNCH
COMBO

valid through August 31, 2012

Coupon must 
be presented at 
time of service
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The search for a missing elderly Sarasota 
man continued in Okeechobee County on 
Friday. A local detective said he expected the 
search to be called off soon.

Newton H. Whidden, 85, has been miss-
ing since Monday, Aug. 20. He was last seen 
in the area of 4800 10th St. in Sarasota. 
However, his 2000 white Dodge Caravan 
was found in a small ditch Wednesday, Aug. 
23, around 3 p.m. on N.E. 128th Avenue in 
Okeechobee County.

Since then law enforce-
ment personnel from the 
Okeechobee County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the St. 
Lucie County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (SLCSO), the Sarasota 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(SCSO), the Florida Game 
and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission (FWC) and 
K-9s from the Okeecho-
bee Correctional Institute 
have been searching for Mr. Whidden.

“You’ve got to give it up some time,” said 

OCSO Detective Lieutenant Brad Stark of the 
search. “The sheriff ’s offi ce has done every-
thing it can to fi nd this person. We’ve gone 
to every house, every barn and every cow 
pen.” Personnel have searched a 5-square-
mile area on foot, horseback and all terrain 
vehicles. Lt. Stark said that search was aug-
mented by helicopters from the SLCSO and 
the SCSO.

He said the main focus of their search 
was a 3-square-mile area where Mr. Whid-
den’s vehicle was found. That hunt has since 
been expanded.

The detective went on to say that ponds 
and canals in the area were also dredged 
Friday.

On any given day, added Lt. Stark, there 
have been at least 20 people from the OCSO 
searching for Mr. Whidden.

A Silver Alert was issued earlier in the 
week by the Florida Department of Law En-
forcement (FDLE). That alert described Mr. 
Whidden as standing 5-feet-9-inches tall and 
weighing 175 pounds. He has gray hair, ha-
zel eyes and is thought to be wearing a plaid 
long-sleeved shirt and tan slacks.

A Sarasota Herald Tribune newspaper ar-

ticle stated that Mr. Whidden has dementia 
and was thought to be traveling to a cem-
etery near Horse Creek in DeSoto County. 
The article said his cell phone was found in 
the Siesta Key Pharmacy.

Lt. Stark said the man’s vehicle was not 
out of gas and the keys were not left in the 
vehicle.

“It looked like whoever was driving tried 
to turn around and got stuck,” he added. 
“There’s nothing suspicious with the vehi-
cle—no broken windows or signs of forced 
entry.”

The veteran detective said even though 
Mr. Whidden’s vehicle has been found, it’s 
still not known for certain that he’s even in 
Okeechobee County. It’s not known if his ve-
hicle was stolen; if he’s on foot and lost; or, if 
he possibly caught a ride with someone.

Lt. Stark added that Mr. Whidden’s family 
was in Okeechobee Friday.

If you gave Mr. Whidden a ride or have 
any information as to his whereabouts or 
about this case you are asked to contact the 
lead detective, OCSO Detective Mark Shire-
man, at 863-763-3117.

Search for elderly Sarasota man is unsuccessful

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Since Tropical Storm Isaac was expected 
to stay west of Florida, local law enforce-
ment have no plans of ramping up their ac-
tivities.

“If it doesn’t jog east any, it will be busi-
ness as usual on Monday. All staff is on stand-
by just in case it does wobble and we have 
to call them in,” said Major Noel Stephen, 
of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), on Friday afternoon. “We may get 
some wind and rain, but not enough to shut 
us down.”

According to a situational report from 
Mitch Smeykal, director of Okeechobee 
County Emergency Management, Okeecho-
bee was not in the cone of error for a three-
day forecast track as of Friday afternoon.

Detective Bill Saum, of the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), said that 
agency also has no plans to have more of-
fi cers on duty.

“As it stands right now, we’re not doing 
anything as far as extra personnel,” he said 
Friday. “We’re not activating anyone unless 
it changes drastically.”

Maj. Stephen said an 11 a.m. meeting 
was held Friday at the Emergency Opera-
tions Center (EOC) and it was decided that 
area public safety agencies should monitor 
the storm’s path. Another such meeting will 
be held Sunday, Aug. 26, at 11 a.m.

Even though Isaac is expected to remain 
well west of the Okeechobee area, Maj. Ste-
phen said the county could still get 6 to 12 
inches of rain and winds up to 35 mph.

Public safety agencies keep watch on Isaac

Newton H.
Whidden



The following individuals were ar-
rested on felony or driving under 
the infl uence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) or the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC).

• Patricia Ann Basile, 67, N.W. Third St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 22 by Depu-
ty Marcus Collier on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging her with the felony of ob-
taining or attempting to obtain a controlled 
substance by fraud (two counts). Her bond 
was set at $5,000.

• Nichole Johnson, 22, N.E. 13th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 22 by Depu-
ty Max Waldron on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging her with the felonies of 
burglary of a dwelling with an assault or bat-
tery while armed and robbery with a weap-
on while wearing a mask (three counts). 
Her bond was set at $1,000,000.

• Jaye Wade Gary Jr., 20, Seminole Ave., 
Fort Myers, was arrested Aug. 22 by Deputy 
Max Waldron on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with the felonies of 
burglary of a dwelling with an assault or bat-
tery while armed and robbery with a weap-
on while wearing a mask (three counts). His 
bond was set at $1,000,000.

• Shaqanda Johnetta Williams, 24, Sabal 
Palm Blvd., Fort Myers was arrested Aug. 22 

by Deputy Max Waldron on an Okeecho-
bee County warrant charging her with the 
felonies of burglary of a dwelling with an 
assault or battery while armed and robbery 
with a weapon while wearing a mask (three 
counts). Her bond was set at $1,000,000.

• Michael Prescott Brantley, 47, U.S. 441 
S.E., Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 22 
by Deputy Max Waldron on an amended 
Okeechobee County warrant charging him 
with violation of probation - possession of 
methamphetamine. He is being held with-
out bond.

• David L. Moore, 59, U.S. 441 N., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 22 by Depu-
ty Max Waldron on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with the felonies of 
attempted fi rst-degree murder of a law en-
forcement offi cer (two counts), attempted 
second-degree murder of a law enforce-
ment offi cer (two counts) and introduction 
or possession of contraband in a correc-
tional institution - alcohol or weapon (three 
counts). His bond was set at $200,000.

• Breanna Marie Hines, 11, S.E. 30th St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 22 by Dep-
uty Cari Arnold on felony charges of battery 
on a law enforcement offi cer and resisting a 
law enforcement offi cer with violence. She 
was booked into the Okeechobee County 
Jail then taken to the St. Lucie Regional De-
tention Center in Fort Pierce

• James Alvin Brady, 50, Freeman Road, 
Rebecca, Ga., was arrested Aug. 23 by Dep-
uty Bryan Holder on an Okeechobee County 

warrant charging him with the felony of fail-
ure to appear - violation of probation - lewd 
and lascivious assault or act. He is being 
held without bond.

• Shannon Underhill, 41, N.W. 33rd Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 23 by Depu-
ty Raul E. Marrero on an Okeechobee Coun-
ty warrant charging him with the felonies of 
grand theft and failure to appear on bail. He 
is being held without bond.

• Chad Frederick Edwards, 34, N.W. 
Third St., Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 23 
by Deputy Raul E. Marrero on an Okeecho-
bee County warrant charging him with the 
felony of possession of a fi rearm by a con-
victed felon. He was released on his own 

recognizance.

• Benjamin Robert Wilson, 16, of  S.W. 

22nd St., was arrested Wednesday, Aug. 22, 

on felony charges of burglary and grand 

theft. He was booked into the Okeechobee 

County Jail then released into the custody of 

a parent. OSCO Deputy Matt Crawford was 

the arresting offi cer.

This column lists arrests and not con-

victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 

listed here who is later found innocent or 

has had the charges against them dropped 

is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 

information will be confi rmed and printed.

2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

florida.newszap.com

Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!

Federally insured 
by NCUA.

Off ers valid as of April 10, 2012. A minimum $5 account is required for membership with MIDFLORIDA and access to these off ers. Off ers are available for a limited time only and may be cancelled without notice. Existing MIDFLORIDA loans and credit cards do not qualify for the incentive or the special advertised Annual 
Percentage Rates (APR). Checking incentive is deposited to new checking account. Loan and credit card incentives will be applied to a MIDFLORIDA Visa Platinum credit card. Other rates and terms are available and are based on credit. Visit midfl orida.com or see an associate for details.
 
1.Anyone who has held a checking account with MIDFLORIDA in the past will not qualify for the $77 incentive. In addition to opening a new checking account, you must accept and open online banking, online bill payment, eStatement, eNotice, direct deposit ($500 minimum which must post within 30 days of account 
opening) and a debit card. For RT4T checking accounts, you must make 5 debit card transactions in the fi rst 30 days in lieu of the direct deposit requirement. Freedom accounts do not qualify for this incentive. Minimum to open is $50.  2. To qualify for the incentive, you must refi nance a loan of $15,000 or more from 
another fi nancial institution. Loans of $5,000 to $14,999 will receive a $100 credit.  3. Incentive is off ered on new credit card accounts only. The introductory Annual Percentage Rate available on balance transfers is valid for the fi rst 12 months on new accounts only. A 1% balance transfer fee will apply. 

START TODAY!

CREDIT 
CARD

GET 
$50 

credit
with a new 

Visa Platinum Credit Card 3

0% Intro APR on balance transfers

No annual fee

FREE 
CHECKING

GET 
$77 

cash

with a new 

FREE checking 
account1

REFI
LOAN

GET 
$200 

credit
with your refi nanced loan

Rates as low as 

2.99%2

APR

MORE POWER TO YOU.
Feeling powerless at your big bank? All banks and credit unions aren’t alike  –  so when it comes to deciding where to bank, take control. 

(863) 467-0188   Toll Free (866) 913-3733
Habla Español  (877) 834-6376

www.midfl orida.com

Earn up to $327 with

                              7 am to 7 pm Drive-thru      
                              and Help Desk Hours 

  Saturday Hours   

 Free Debit Card with Rewards   

  Free Online Banking and Bill Payment ...  
 and More!

plus

Okeechobee Branch
3261 U.S. Highway 441 S 

     10 Year Anniversary   Celebrating our

as

10 Okeechobee News August 26, 2012

Okeechobee Arrest Report



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Call a PRO fessional
An Affordable way to Advertise YOUR business! 

Call 863-763-3134
JONES EQUIPMENTEst. 

1989

4558 US Hwy 441 S.E.
Okeechobee, FL 

1-888-683-7853     863-763-5342
Cargo • Auto • Utility Trailers & Parts

Appliances • TV • Furniture

Of  ce: (863) 357-3301 • Fax: (863) 357-2804 UP TO

3389 US Hwy 441 S
Okeechobee, FL
manager033@buddyrents.com

JUAN CORTEZ
Manager

Cho
ice Automotive& Custom Exhaust

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service  • Brakes 
Window Motors •  Tune-Ups • Welding • Engine Mechanics

863-467-6633
Located Behind Rita’s
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee, FL  

www.inkwell4ink.com
909 So. Parrott Ave

     Okeechobee 
      

     863-357-4INK

      •VIP Discounts

  (4465)

Tattoos & Piercings

203 SE 2nd St.
Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License 
AL11944

Tree Locators, Inc. 
“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”
-Plants
-Trees
-Natural Stone
-Decorative Gravel

-Manufactured Stone 
-Design
-Installation
-Full Garden Center

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34974
863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730
treelocators@aol.com

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone

198 Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972
(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • FAX (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

Process 
Service 

PS-06-17
Bail

Bonds

Gregory Gernat 
588 NE 28th Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-357-2888 or toll Free 877-568-3864

UNIQUE SERVICES

24- Hour 
Customer Service 

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

Lori C. Berger
Exclusive Agent

   Allstate Insurance     
   Company 
    800 S. Parrott Ave.
     Okeechobee, FL 34974
      Phone 863-467-1265
      Fax 863-467-1085 
      Cell 863-634-8737

The Canvas Shop, LLC
On-site service

Privacy screens & bras
5th wheel skirts 

Boat tops  & covers 
Repairs & modi  cations

909 S. Parrott Ave., Ste B 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Carl and Donna Gaiser 863.763.7500
fax 863.763.6754

An Affordable way 
to Advertise YOUR 

business!
Call 863-763-3134

An Affordable way 
to Advertise YOUR 

business!
Call 863-763-3134

An Affordable way 
to Advertise YOUR 

business!
Call 863-763-3134
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104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee

863-763-4010
or 

888-874-2945

Lic. RE Broker
Auctioneer# AU2579.

2739 Acre Ranch

 in Eastern 

Okeechobee County

Offered Exclusively by:
The Tucker Group, LLC
Call Brandon Tucker (772) 201-8722

$7,250,000

century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave. • Century21okeechobee.com

• Foreclosure Viking 2.50 acres $4,500 • Dixie Ranch 4+/-acres $30,000 • Basswood Lot 124x125 $6,000 Make Offer! 
• 319+/-acres on HWY 441 North $4,000,000 • Viking 6.25+/-acres, pole barn, 2 ponds, electricity close to property 
$23,000 • SOLD Foreclosure 5+/-acres in Viking $11,900

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069

Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104 • Se Habla Español
5015-H: Beautiful Country 
home on 10+/-acres zoned 
Ag. Concrete & brick con-
struction. 2122 SF under 
air/3196 TSF. Island kitch-
en, lg 30x60 barn w/3 stalls 
and workshop, fenced, 
pond, in-wall pest control. 
Too many extras to list! 
$325,000 MLS #205942

1002-H: In town 
4BR/1BA CBS with 
tile/carpet flooring 
throughout. 1342 To-
tal Sq Ft. Nice starter 
house or rental. 
Needs some TLC. 
Make offer! $59,900 
MLS# 206025

1009-H: Oak Park 
2/2 plus small office. 
New carpet and tile in 
screen room, fenced 
back yard, carport and 
storage shed. 1064 un-
der air/1640 total sq ft. 
$68,500 MLS #206095

3007-M: Treasure Island 
Deep Canal Access, Lg 
family rm addition and Mas-
ter rm, deck, seawall, dock, 
boat shed, two sheds, 
CBS att. garage, Tile floors 
kitchen & living rm, new 
roof in 2001. A/C 2 yrs old. 
$69,000 MLS #205854

2001-M: Taylor Creek 
3 bed, 2 bath mobile 
home. Fireplace, car-
port, porch, large shed 
and long paved drive-
way. 1568 under air, 
2548 total sq ft. Make 
an offer! $54,900 MLS 
#206079

5001-H: Okeechobee 
Hammock 3 bedroom, 
2 bath CBS house on 
a large lot. 1,320 Living 
Sq Ft. Great location for 
east coast commuters. 
$115,000 MLS #205917

NEW LISTING

LAKE ACCESS

FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.

Located Behind The White House Plaza

1126 S. Parrott Ave • (863) 763-6000

Lori Mixon
863 634-1457( (

LMixon@MixonGroup.com

www.MixonGroup.com

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

BUYERS ONLY
REALTY CO.

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee, FL 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Lady Brahman volleyball team got off 
to a strong start this week when they swept 
Lake Placid and Avon Park at the Highlands 
County Pre-Season Tournament at Sebring 
High School.

Tuesday the Lady Brahmans defeated 
Lake Placid 25-17, 25-15 and 25-19.

Thursday Okeechobee swept the Red 
Devils 25-12, 25-22 and 25-22. Sarah Davis 
had 13 assists, 10 kills and 10 service points. 
Krista Ward had 10 service points. Lexi Ward 
had 10 assists and Darby Jones had 10 kills 
at the net.

Coach Todd Jones said he felt the girls ex-
ecuted the game plan and played with good 

intensity, “The plan for game one proved 
to be the best option for our team at this 
point in the season. We noticed some areas 
that are weak and we need to work on,” he 
added.

The pre-season tournament does not 
count in the standings but does give the 
team to get ready for the regular season and 
playing time for some of the younger play-
ers.

“I was quite proud of how well some of 
our new players fi lled their role on the court. 
It won’t take long for the team to be fi ring as 
a single unit,” he added.

Okeechobee opens up their home sched-
ule next Thursday when they host Lincoln 
Park.

OHS volleyball sweeps 
Highland preseason tourney

The Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC) has announced 
changes to the lionfi sh har-
vest. Harvesting invasive li-
onfi sh no longer will require 
a fi shing license when using 
certain gear, and there is no 
recreational or commercial 
bag limit. The FWC is taking these actions 
to encourage more Floridians and visitors to 
harvest lionfi sh. 

“The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission hopes that by increasing 
the opportunity for people to harvest inva-
sive lionfi sh, we can limit the impact this 
nonnative invasive species has on Florida’s 
marine fi sh and wildlife,” said Jessica McCa-
wley, director of the FWC’s Division of Ma-
rine Fisheries Management. “We also want 
to express our gratitude to everyone, espe-
cially divers, who already go out on a regular 
basis to harvest lionfi sh.”

The changes, enacted by an executive or-
der, apply only through August 2013. They 
are:

• A recreational fi shing license is not re-
quired to target lionfi sh while using a pole 
spear, a Hawaiian sling, a handheld net or 
any spearing device that is specifi cally de-

signed and marketed exclu-
sively for lionfi sh. 

• There is no recreational 
or commercial harvest bag 
limit for lionfi sh.

The changes do not al-
low spearing in areas where 
spearfi shing is prohibited 
and apply to state waters 

only, which is from shore to 9 miles in Gulf 
of Mexico waters and from shore to 3 miles 
in Atlantic waters. 

Lionfi sh are a nonnative invasive species 
that threatens Florida’s saltwater fi sh and 
wildlife. They prey on native fi sh and wildlife 
and can reduce native populations. Lionfi sh 
also compete for food with native preda-
tory fi sh such as grouper and snapper. The 
FWC encourages people to remove lionfi sh 
in Florida waters to limit negative impacts to 
native fi sh and wildlife. 

Lionfi sh have venomous spines, so the 
FWC urges careful handling. Unless a per-
son is allergic to the venom, lionfi sh stings 
are rarely fatal. Anyone getting stung should 
immerse the wound in hot (not scalding) 
water or apply heat to the affected area for 
30 to 90 minutes to help break down the 
toxin. Also, seek medical attention as soon 
as possible. 

Lionfi sh harvest opportunities increase



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Giveaway

10 month old Blue Nose 
Pit, Female, spayed, all 
shots. Must fi nd a good 
home. Call for more in-
formation 763-6778

Garage/
Yard Sales

OKEECHOBEE - 3411 SE 
25th Street, 8/24-8/26, 
8am to evening. Have 
55”LCD TV, Refrigera-
tor, Full-size Sleep 
number bed, gas-grill, 
bed room furniture, and 
much more. Please call 
863-763-5124 for more 
information if would like 
to purchase before yard 
sale.

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Services

Golf Cart Batteries, 
Repairs,Parts,Service 
and charger repairs. 
Will buy unwanted 

carts & chargers pick 
up and delivery. 

 Call Dan’s Golf Cart 
Repairs  863-610-0479

or 863-763-8318

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

Washington County School Program
At Okeechobee Youth Development Center

ANNOUNCEMENT OF VACANCIES
PARAPROFESSIONAL

SCIENCE TEACHER (6-12) 
       ENGLISH TEACHER (6-12)

Position requirements are detailed at website.
Go to http://washingtoncountyfl schools.us/

Create an account with a username and password, unless 
you have already completed this process. Complete your 
application for a CERTIFIED POSITION and attach a re-
sume, etc. Then, you MUST APPLY for these positions.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: AUGUST 31, 2012 (midnight)

“Reasonable accommodations are made for applicants 
as well as employee”

“Pre-employment, reasonable suspicion, random (fi tness for duty) and 
follow-up drug testing will be implemented as per the School Board’s 

Drug Free workplace Policy.”

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT 

Full time for busy offi ce 
working with offender 
population. Great people, 
phone and computer 
skills required. Must be 
able to multi-task. Fax 
resume to 863-467-2477.

CDL O.T.R Driver want-
ed must have Hazmat 
Indor. 10 days out. 
Must live within 75 
miles of Okeecho-
bee,Fl., 36 cents a mile 
to start.

 (863)697-6468

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Employment
Part  Time

Dental Assistant 

Moore Haven
Must have 1 yr. 
exp. Bilingual 

(Spanish/English) 
preferred.  Competitive 

salary & excellent 
benefi ts. Fax resume to 
(863) 946-0145 or apply 

at Florida Community 
Health Center, 1021 

Health Park Dr. Moore 
Haven, FL e-mail 
hr@fchcinc.org 

EOE/DFWP.

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Part  Time

Light Labor 
Outdoors 2 days a week 

12-15 hours per week 
Good working 
environment 

Please call 467-9800

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Collectibles

WANTED - Highwaymen
Oil Paintings. H. Newton, 

A. Hair, R.A. McClen-
don, G. Buckner, 1715 
Fleet Treasure Coins. 

Big $$
Call 772-562-5567

Computer/
Supplies

Dell - Desktop Comput-
ers w/Flat scrn, keybd, 
mouse. 8 available $75 
& up. works great! Sat. 
Aug. 25th 1 - 3pm by 
the Goodwill. Call Tony 
to reserve one now 
863-517-2782. 

Pets/Supplies

mini Schnauzer pups - 
9 wks old, liver female 
and salt and pepper 
merle male, 1st shots, 
health cert. and regis-
tered $500.00/fi rm. 
(863)477-7416

Wanted To Buy

CASH FOR  CARS  
No Title Needed, 
Any Condition. 

268junk.com  
Call (863)484-2012

Cash for Cars 
& Trucks!

I will buy your car or 
truck, 2005 to 2010 
models. If it looks 

good, runs good, has 
good air-conditioning 
and a clean CARFAX, 

I will pay top dollar. Call 
Gary at (863)763-3154 

ext. 238 DEALER

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

2bdrm/1bath Duplex 
in town. Walking dis-
tance to stores, & 
2bdrm/1bath Duplex in 
Kings Bay, NO PETS, 
First, Last & Security 
$550.00 a month 
863-634-2820

Apartment for Rent
2BR 1 1/2 BA Large 
Town House In Town, 
Very clean, W/D $650 
mo, 1st, last & sec.  
Yearly Lease 
863-697-1129

Beautiful Samantha’s 
Garden Apartments 

2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  
Call (863)634-5780 or 

(863)467-9250

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Apartments

IN TOWN- 1BR Partially 
furnished APT., nice 
area. Utilities & lawn in-
cluded. $700/mo., 1st & 
$300 sec. Non smoking 
environment. No pets.  
863-610-0861.

VIKING/PRAIRIE - 1 
BR Apartment. Very 
clean! $650/mo. Incl. 
utils. No pets. Call Ron 
561-329-8205.

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

CLEWISTON
2BR/2BA, Bass &
 Sun Condo. Pool. 

Tennis Courts. Boat 
Ramp. On canal view 

lake view/access.
 Furnished. Tile fl oors. 

All appl’s including 
W&D. $950/month.  

305-360-2236.
cmbultra@terranova.net

FOR RENT: 
FURNISHED 1 & 2 
BEDROOM DUPLEX 

OR CONDO IN 
KINGS BAY OR 

TAYLOR CREEK CON-
DOS. STARTING AT 
$700.00 A MONTH - 

LONG OR SHORT 
TERM LEASE-1ST & 
SECURITY-MOST 
MAJOR CREDIT 

CARDS ACCEPTED. 
863-447-0742

TAYLOR CREEK - 1/1 
Condo on ground fl oor. 
Unfurnished. Pool ac-
cess. Washer, Dryer, 
Dishwasher. Includes  
water. $700/mo. 1st 
month free. 
(863) 634-0663.

Taylor Creek Condo- 
2BR/1BA, furnished, boat 
dockage, pool & water in-
cluded, totally new kitch-
en & bath, $850/month 
+ 1 month security. No 
pets. Call (863)658-4264

Houses - Rent

Nice 3bd/2ba in 
Basswood area. 

$800 per month, 1st 
and security deposit.
Call 772-260-5029
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Houses - Rent

2/1 1/2 Furnished 
Home w/garage 

near hospital and 
schools. $750/mo. & 
$500 sec.No children 
or smoking in home. 
Small pet negotiable. 

Lawn service included. 
Call (863)447-2715

2/1 HOUSE - w/central 
AC and appliances. 310 
NE 4th Ave. $700/mo. 
1st, last & $500 sec 
req. (863)467-5965

FOR RENT - 2BR, 1BA 
duplex, great location in 
Okeechobee Estates, 
A/C, laundry room. 
$550/month. Call 
863-835-2391

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale
Owner Financing- 3 

bdrm 2 bath house on 1 
acre $3,500.00 down 
$931.42 a month. Call 
Beverley 863-634-2820

Land - Sale

NW 72nd Ave. 
Okeechobee 40 Acres 
vacant land. $88,000 
Call Jenny Ashburn, 

Coldwell Banker 
772-528-8127

Lots - Sale

VACANT LOT, JUST 
UNDER 1/2 ACRE, SW 

5TH AVE/SW 7TH, 
NO CITY TAXES.

CALL 863-801-9163

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2BR, 2BA, 
C/Air. $500 mo. Large 
3BR, 2BA, C/Air. $550 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease, plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

OKEECHOBEE - 5 acres. 
fenced w/pond and 3/1 
Mobile Home. $300 per 
month. 15028 NW 63rd 
Ln. 863-634-0663.

TREASURE ISLAND - 
2/2, with detached 1/1 
suite, large yard. 
$725/mo. + sec. dep. 
No pets. 863-634-0663

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? 

New baby? Share your 
news in print and online.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.



Mobile Home Sale
Palm Harbor Homes

4/2 from $499mo Loaded
3/2 from $399mo Loaded

Homes on Your Lot
0 Down

800-622-2832 ext 210

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 941-347-7171

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINETEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

     IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

     Case No.: 2012-DR 01.65 
         Division: DOMESTIC

VICENTA VITE  
     Petitioner
and
ARNULPO MARTINEX
     Respondent.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR
PETITION TO DETERMINE

PATERNITY AND OTHER RELIEF
TO:  ARNULFO MARTINEZ 
       1653 SW 2nd WAY

PUBLIC NOTICE
Awesome Self Storage, 6489 US 441 
SE, Okeechobee, FL 34974 will dis-
pose of stored items on Aug. 29, 
2012.
     Owner                     Unit #
  Burns, Theresa             E614
  Gardner, Tami              D427
  Thomas, Denise            C254
  Harden, Christy             E617
424240 ON 8/19,26/2012

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Public Notice Public Notice

School Board Executive
Session and Negotiations

The Okeechobee County School 
Board will meet in closed Executive 
Session on Monday, August 27, 
2012, at 5:00 p.m. in the offi ce of 
the Superintendent, 700 SW 2nd 
Avenue, Okeechobee.  The meet-
ing is for the School Board mem-
bers, their attorney, and chief 
negotiator to prepare for negotia-
tions with Okeechobee County Edu-
cation Association #1604.

A bargaining session will be held 
on Wednesday, August 29, 2012, 
at 4:00 p.m. in Room 303 of the 
School District Administration Build-
ing, 700 SW 2nd Avenue, Okeecho-
bee.  Collective bargaining sessions 
are open to the public.

Ken Kenworthy
Superintendent of Schools
424850 ON 8/24,26/2012

School Board Meeting
September 6, 2012

The School Board of Okeechobee 
County will conduct its regular 
monthly meeting as well as a fi nal 
public hearing for adoption of the 
2012-13 millage rates and district 
budget on Thursday, September 6, 
2012.  The meeting will be at 6:00 
p.m., in Room 303, School Board 
Administrative Offi ce, 700 SW 2nd 
Avenue, Okeechobee, and is open 
to the public.  There will be no 
School Board meeting on Tuesday, 
September 11, 2012, as previously 
scheduled.

Ken Kenworthy
Superintendent of Schools
424303 ON 8/26,31/2012
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       OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for PETITION TO DETERMINE FA-
TERNM AND FOR OTHER RELIEE has 
been fi led against you and that you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on  VI-
CENTA VITE Whose address is 3681 
NW 8TH AVENUE #8 OKEECHOBEE 
FL 34974 on or before 30 days of 1st 
publication, and fi le the original with 
the clerk of this Court at Clerk’s ad-
dress)  312 NW 3RD STREET, OKEE-
CHOBEE FL 34972  before service on 
Petitioner or immediately thereafter, 
If you fall to do so, a default may 
be entered against you for the 
relief demanded In the petition.
   Copies of all court documents In 
this case, including orders, are 
available at the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court’s offi ce. You may review these 
documents upon request.
   You must keep the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court’s offi ce notifi ed of your 
current address. (You may fi le Notice 
of Current Address. Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.915.) Future papers In this law-
suit will be mailed to the address on 
record at the clerk’s offi ce.
   WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida 
Family Law Rules of Procedure, re-
quires certain automatic disclosure of 
documents and Information. Failure to 
comply can result in sanctions, Includ-
ing dismissal or striking of pleadings.
    SHARON ROBERTSON
       CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
       BY: /S/ BEATRICE RODRIGUEZ
       Deputy Clerk
424323 ON 8/19,26;9/2,9/2012

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1 Soaking spots
6 Mideast ruling

family name
11 Field call
14 Language that

gives us “kayak”
15 Abu __
16 She played

Beatrix  in “Kill Bill”
17 Romantic evening

components,
perhaps

19 Strain
20 Reason-based

faith
21 Film in Cannes
22 California Gold

Rush staple
27 Watering hole
28 23-Down was

one: Abbr.
29 “Able was __ ...”:

palindrome start
30 Try in court
32 Came around

regarding
36 Alien statutes
40 It can make a

star shine
41 4-Down titles
42 Stadium take
43 Like sashimi
46 Cause of star

wars?
47 Wurlitzer whirlers
52 27-Across

offerings
53 Plant moisture

buildup
54 Quaint stopover
55 Decide once and

for all, and what
one can do to the
ends of 17-, 22-,
36- and 47-
Across

61 Hens do it
62 Novelist Jong
63 Blue Cross

competitor
64 Yellow __
65 He passed Lou in

2009 to become
the Yankees’ all-
time hit leader

66 Pulitzer writer
Kidder

DOWN
1 Certain eBay

click
2 Darth, at one

time

3 Large cask
4 Gandhi, for one
5 Directs
6 Attaches to the

house
7 SeaWorld

performer
8 Did nothing
9 Symbol of

honesty
10 Bad-mouth
11 Sweetie pie
12 Whirlpool brand
13 Like some

slippery floors
18 Sally in space
21 Anglers’ 

baskets
22 “So I was wrong”
23 2009 Peace

Nobelist
24 Leslie Caron title

role
25 Sub
26 British weapon

designed in
Czechoslovakia

27 Three-time
Masters champ
Mickelson

31 Ruffles features
32 Had
33 Challenged
34 Campfire base
35 __ buco

37 Snatch
38 __-Rooter
39 “A Clockwork

Orange” narrator
43 New Jersey’s

state tree
44 Top server
45 Burrowing

marsupial
47 Puts in the can?
48 Radii neighbors
49 Homeland of 23-

Down’s father

50 Volleyball great
Gabrielle

51 More elusive
55 Dr.’s study
56 Were now?
57 Cassis apéritif
58 Seventh Greek

letter
59 Mandela’s org.
60 Mary __ Ash,

cosmetics
company 
founder

By Don Gagliardo and C.C. Burnikel
(c)2011 Tribune Media Services Inc 03/24/11

03/24/11

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

2012-2013 Medical Information Guide
The area’s premiere medical and health information resource

(863) 763-3134 • okeeadsales@newszap.com

To feature your business in this informative section, contact 
your sales representative today



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee bowling team has used 
a new strategy this year to become a stron-
ger program, use the talents of parents to 
help coach the team.

George Marshall and Carole Olney have 
become assistant coaches to new bowling 
coach Martha Bloom.

Marshall’s son George is one of the boy’s 
teams top bowlers. Other players include 
Austin Walker, Jarion Williams, Allen Perry, 
Brian Chapman, and Samuel Rogers.

Marshall said he has high expectations 
for the team despite the loss of a couple of 
experienced senior bowlers. “We have good 
players this year and we should show some 
good scores and do very well.”

He said Chapman has really done well de-
spite the fact he only started bowling a year 
ago. He has high hopes that he can be one 
of the better bowlers around. His message 
to the kids is have fun and do their best.

“We hope to continue building the team 
and do well this year and even better in the 
coming years,” he added.

Coach Olney has enjoyed great success 
as a bowler and will be named to the Na-
tional Bowling Hall of Fame in October. He 
daughter Jessica was MVP last year. The 
bowling team last year went undefeated in 
the regular season.

“I think were going to be okay. We’ll be 
fi ne as long as the girls listen and keep their 
heads together,” she noted.

Other bowlers on the team include Ash-
ley Byrd, Brittany Baker, Tiffany Marshall, 
Kirsten Doney and Meghen Davis.

Olney has emphasized the girls should 
represent Okeechobee well and be respect-
ful of each other.

Bloom was a bowler in high school and 

in college at Appalachian State University 
in Boone, North Carolina. She moved to 
Okeechobee in 1996. She has taught off and 
on over the years and is a teacher at OHS 
this year.

She said she was very excited to become 
involved in the young people and is very im-
pressed with the knowledge and the coach-
ing skills of her volunteer parents.

“They are really good and very knowl-
edgeable about this sport. They are very en-
gaged and are very clear about their expec-
tations and the rules of the team. I’m very 
excited,” she added.

Home matches for Okeechobee this year 
include an Aug. 30 date with Jensen Beach, a 

match with Fort 
Pierce West-
wood on Sept. 
17, Fort Pierce 
Central on 
Oct. 4, Sebring 
on Oct. 9, and 
Lake Placid on 
October 12.

B l o o m 
thanked Lucky 
Lanes for all of 
their help and 
support for the 
O k e e c h o b e e 
bowling team.

2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

To all my Republican friends that supported me, 
and all my Democrat friends, that changed to the 
Republican party so they could vote for me in the 
recent primary election, I just wanted to say from 
my heart thank you so very much.
                                                         Bill Sherman  
       

  Thank You

  Paid by W.C. Sherman, Republican, For Property Appraiser
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OHS bowling looks forward to new season with new coach

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
OHS bowling coaches Carole Olney, 
George Marshall and Martha Bloom.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Brittany Baker will be counted on to 
contribute to the Lady Brahman bowl-
ing team this year.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Jessica Olney was MVP for the Lady 
Brahman bowling squad last fall and 
hopes to continue her improvement 
this year.

George Marshall will be 
depended upon as one 
of the boys team’s best 
bowlers.
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IT'S

WHY BUY FROM

AND OPERATED!

FAMILY 
OWNED

NO GIMMICKS, NO HIDDEN
COSTS OR FEES.

     UPFRONT
PRICING!

    VALUE &
SELECTION

& INTEGRITY
THAT’S ARRIGO!

HONEST AND KNOWLEDGEABLE

FRIENDLY
STAFF!

WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!
WE WILL BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE 

BY $500 OR WE’LL PAY YOU $1000*+

WE’LL BEAT
ANY PRICE!

5851 SOUTH US HIGHWAY 1., FT. PIERCE  
Just South of Midway Road

1-855-374-5019
www.ArrigoFtPierce.com

TOLL
FREE

Ft. Pierce

ALL VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED OFFERS. OFFERS EXPIRE DATE OF PUBLICATION. DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS OR OMISSIONS. VEHICLE ART FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY, OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT OR VARYING MODEL MAY BE SHOWN. OFFERS NOT IN CONJUNCTION, 
RESTRICTIONS APPLY, SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. PREVIOUS SALES EXCLUDED. ++NO MONTHLY PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS WITH APPROVED CREDIT, NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER OFFERS SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS . ^ PRICES PLUS TAX TAG TITLE DEALER INSTALLED OPTIONS & $599.95 DEALER FEE. ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES TO DEALER. ALL 

MANUFACTURER, ALLY BANK & ARRIGO DISCOUNTS, REBATES & INCENTIVES APPLIED INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO MANUFACTURER REBATES, OWNER LOYALTY, CONQUEST/ LEASE LOYALTY, MILITARY REBATES, COLLEGE GRAD REBATES, V-8 ENGINE REBATES, TRADE IN CONQUEST REBATE, NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL QUALIFY. SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE LISTING 
AND DETAILS. + TERMS VARY ON SELECT VEHICLES IN LIEU OF REBATES AND INCENTIVES, WITH APPROVED CREDIT. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER OFFERS. *+WE WILL BEAT ANY LOCAL, VALID, PRINTED ADVERTISEMENT FROM ANOTHER AUTHORIZED DODGE CHRYSLER OR JEEP DEALER WITHIN THE SE BUSINESS CENTER ZONE ON ANY NEW, IDENTICALLY 

EQUIPPED IN STK VEHICLE BY $500. CUSTOMER MUST PRESENT COMPETITORS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE & SUPPLY ACCURATE VIN NUMBER. COMPETITORS AD MUST BE DATED SAME DAY AS THE CUSTOMERS PURCHASE. EXCLUDES TAX, TAG, TITLE, DEALER INSTALLED OPTIONS & $599.95 DEALER FEE. IF WE BEAT THE COMPETITORS PRICE, YOU MUST BUY THE 
VEHICLE FROM ARRIGO. IF WE FAIL TO BEAT THE COMPETITORS PRICE, WE WILL PAY YOU $1000. DEALER RESERVES THE RIGHTTO PURCHASE THE VEHICLE FROM OTHER DEALER. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY, SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS

NOW THRU
LABOR DAY!

Jim Arrigo
Owner & President

GET

72 MONTHSFOR
UP TO

+

FLORIDA'S
BIGGEST
SELECTION!

FLORIDA'S
BIGGEST
DISCOUNTS!

NO PAYMENTS
FOR 90 DAYS!

++

Ft. Pierce

BRAND NEW

2012 DODGE  AVENGER SXT
STK512806

AS
LOW

AS

$14,999^

91 TO CHOOSE

BRAND NEW

2012 CHRYSLER  200 TOURING
STK122094

AS
LOW

AS

$15,999 ^

132 TO CHOOSE

BRAND NEW

2012 JEEP  PATRIOT SPORT
STK120343

AS
LOW

AS

$13,999 ^

139 TO CHOOSE

BRAND NEW

2012 RAM  1500 REG CAB
STK121176

AS
LOW

AS

$13,999 ^

274 LIGHT DUTY RAMS TO CHOOSE

BRAND NEW

2012 RAM  2500 REG CAB
STK5121067

AS
LOW

AS

$23,999 ^

129 HEAVY DUTY RAMS TO CHOOSE

BRAND NEW

2012 JEEP  WRANGLER SPORT 4X4
STK121434

AS
LOW

AS

$19,999 ^

97 TO CHOOSE

BRAND NEW

2012 CHRYSLER  TOWN & COUNTRY 
TOURING
STK512302

AS
LOW

AS

$23,999^

156 TO CHOOSE
BRAND NEW

2012 DODGE  DURANGO SXT
STK122057 

AS
LOW

AS

$23,999^

127 TO CHOOSE

V6 LEATHER

LEATHER AUTO
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