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Students head back to school
Lori Howard explained what fi rst grade will be like to new student Aiden Scalf at 
Central Elementary Open House on Thursday. The new school year starts Monday, 
Aug. 20, for students in the Okeechobee County School System. For bus sched-
ules and other school information, see the School Information Guide online on the 
Okeechobee community page at fl orida.newszap.com. For more, see page 10.
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A man being held in the county jail 
on a domestic battery charge has been 
found to not only be a documented 
sexual predator, but in the U.S. ille-
gally.

Detective Mark Shireman, of the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), said after Juan Carlos Monter-

roso Gutierrez was booked Wednes-
day, Aug. 15, into the Okeechobee 
County Jail it was learned that he was 
a convicted sexual predator.

So on Friday, Aug. 17, the detective 
arrested Monterroso on a felony charge 
of failure to register as a sexual offend-
er. He is being held without bond.

Detective Shireman also learned 
that Monterroso had been deported 
from the U.S. but then returned here 

illegally at least three weeks ago.
Monterroso was arrested Aug. 15 by 

Offi cer Belen Reyna, of the Okeecho-
bee City Police Department (OCPD), 
after he allegedly grabbed a woman 
by the throat and threatened to kill her. 
He was booked into the county jail on 
one felony count of domestic battery 
by strangulation.

Report: Sexual predator in U.S. illegally

See ARREST — Page 10
Juan Carlos 
Monterroso

Special to the Okeechobee News

Season tickets are now available for 
all three shows to be presented by the 
Okeechobee Community Theatre in its 
34th year of producing Broadway-style 
musicals, comedies and dramas for local 
audiences. 

Patrons who purchase season subscrip-
tions have the chance to reserve the best 
seats before they go on sale to the general 
public, plus they save nearly 25 percent off 
the regular box offi ce price. 

The season begins in November, with 
“The Marvelous Wonderettes,” a nostalgic 
musical comedy which includes 30 memo-
rable hit songs from the fi fties and sixties. 
It will be followed on the fi rst weekend in 
December by “Friday Night at the Philco,” 
a program made up of three individual 
vignettes—a humorous police drama, a 
classic dark comedy from the 1930s, and 
a holiday-themed musical comedy-variety 
show. The season climax in March will 
be a production of Neil Simon’s wildly 
popular male comedy, “The Odd Couple.” 
Reserved seats for all three season shows 
may be purchased for $28, which repre-
sents an $8 savings off the $12 single seat 

Community 
Theatre season 
tickets on sale

See OCT — Page 10



News from the South Florida Water 
Management District

In the midst of the wet season, frequent 
rainfall has built up the water supply through-
out much of the 16-county region. However, 
rain does not fall evenly across South Florida, 
and some areas have not seen a signifi cant 
seasonal boost in water levels. While Miami-
Dade County has been saturated, the Upper 
Kissimmee basin remains impacted by its dri-
est November through April on record. 

Due to the winter’s rainfall defi cit and re-
sulting low water fl ow from the Kissimmee 
Basin, Lake Okeechobee remains below aver-
age for this time of year. The lake is 1.87 feet 
below average and has risen only half a foot 
since the wet season began in early May. On 

the west coast, recent rainfall has improved sa-
linity levels in the Caloosahatchee Estuary, but 
the area is experiencing below average rainfall 
for the wet season.

The District continues to monitor water lev-
els and operate the system to capture as much 
water as possible while maintaining fl ood con-
trol. 

On Friday, Lake Okeechobee was at 12.15 
feet. The historic average for this time of year 
is 14.02 feet. Last year the lake level was 10.34 
feet.

Water conservation 
South Florida is under the District’s Year-

Round Landscape Irrigation Rule that limits 
residential and business landscape irrigation to 

two or three days per week based on location. 
Permitted water users such as nurseries, agri-
culture, golf courses and utilities are required 
to continue following the water use conditions 
in their permits. For information about water 
conservation, visit www.savewaterfl .com.

Lake Okeechobee releases
Since May, there have been multiple ben-

efi cial releases of water from Lake Okeecho-
bee to the Caloosahatchee River, and estuary 
salinity levels have signifi cantly improved. Wet 
season rainfall and local basin runoff are pro-
viding suffi cient infl ow to the Caloosahatchee 
to maintain favorable salinity levels in the 
upper estuary. Based on current ecological 
conditions and established guidelines in Adap-
tive Protocols, District staff on Aug. 15 recom-

mended no releases at this time. The opera-
tional position statement is available here.

Navigation
The following locks on the north shore of 

Lake Okeechobee remain closed until lake lev-
els rise to allow for safe navigation:

• S-135 at J&S Fish Camp in Martin Coun-
ty;

• G-36 at Henry Creek in Okeechobee 
County;

• S-127 at Buckhead Ridge in Glades Coun-
ty; and,

• S-131 at Lakeport in Glades County.
The S-193 Lock, located on Taylor Creek on 

the north shore of Lake Okeechobee, is closed 
due to ongoing renovation work to refurbish 
the lock and ensure decades of reliable ser-
vice.

2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 20102 Okeechobee News August 19, 2012

Rainfall defi cit hurting Lake Okeechobee level

Pet of the Week
Blaze is a male neutered Catahoula mix. Blaze 
has had some house and obedience training, and 
is 4 months old. Pet/Rescue also has fi ve others 
from his litter. Donation adoption fee is $175. He 
available for adoption at Okeechobee Humane 
Society/Pet Rescue on Highway 98, next door to 
the Livestock Market. For more information, con-
tact Humane Society Pet Rescue Florida, at 863-
357-1104. To see more available animals go to 
petfi nder.com. Homes are also needed to “foster” 
animals who are waiting for a permanent adoptive 
home.

Today: Partly cloudy with 
thunderstorms and rain show-
ers in the afternoon. High of 91F. 
Winds from the SSW at 5 to 10 
mph. Chance of rain 40%. 

Tonight: Partly cloudy with thunder-
storms and rain showers. Fog overnight. 

Low of 75F. Winds less than 5 mph.
Monday: Partly cloudy with a chance of 

a thunderstorm and rain in the afternoon. 
Fog early. High of 90F with a heat index of 
97F. Winds less than 5 mph. Chance of rain 
30%. 

Monday Night: Partly cloudy with a 
chance of a thunderstorm and rain. Low of 
73F. Winds less than 5 mph. Chance of rain 
50%. 

Tuesday: Partly cloudy with a chance of 
a thunderstorm and rain. High of 90F with 
a heat index of 99F. Winds less than 5 mph. 
Chance of rain 50%. 

Okeechobee Forecast

Special to the Okeechobee News/Pet Rescue



Call 1-888-IveGot1
If you see a Burmese python of any size, 

an Argentine tegu lizard or a Nile monitor, 
The Nature Conservancy wants to hear from 
you.

A 17.7 foot Burmese python recently 
found in Everglades National Park is a re-
minder that these problem snakes are here 
to stay. The Nature Conservancy has been 
working to prevent their spread out of the Ev-
erglades by training responders to pick them 
up when sighted. If you see a sun-bathing 
python or any other invasive species, like 
Nile monitors, take a photo and please call 
I-888-IveGot1 and report your sighting to the 
Python Patrol.

“We have 24-hour response by law en-
forcement in 10 counties, although anyone 
in Florida can leave a message,” said Na-
ture Conservancy Biologist Cheryl Millett, 
who runs the Conservancy’s Python Patrol 
program. The counties where a responder 
trained by the Conservancy to capture in-
vasive snakes is dispatched are: Miami-
Dade, Monroe, Collier, Hendry, Broward, 
Palm Beach, Glades, Martin, St. Lucie and 
Okeechobee counties.

The Nature Conservancy began the 
Python Patrol in 2008 to help prevent the 
spread of snakes out of Everglades National 
Park and into the Florida Keys where one 
had been discovered after feeding on an en-
dangered Key Largo wood rat. People who 
work outside for a living were encouraged 
to call in sightings and trained responders 
up and down the Keys captured the intrud-
ers. Now the program is being implemented 

across the southern part of the state.
Pythons eat a wide range of wildlife spe-

cies, including birds, mammals and alliga-
tors up to 4 feet long. University of Florida 
scientists studying Florida’s largest snake 
found to date, said its size would allow it to 
eat most anything. 

“By capturing snakes in the counties on 
the edges of the major infestation in the park 
we may be able to stop the spread and pre-
vent new breeding. And by capturing them 
in the park we hope to suppress the popula-
tion,” Ms. Millett said.

Sightings can be fi led on-line at IveGot1.
org as well. There is also an iPhone App 
available through iTunes called IveGot1 that 
was developed by the University of Georgia. 
The phone number and web site are open 
for reports of all invaders, including fi sh. The 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission is partnering with the Conservancy 
to respond to reports. And wildlife offi cers 
continue to be trained to properly capture 
and bag snakes.

“We encourage everyone to become 
more familiar with distinguishing invasive 

from native reptiles by taking the free on-
line REDDy training offered by the University 
of Florida,” Ms. Millett said. Online REDDy 
training is at http://ufwildlife.ifas.ufl .edu/
reddy.shtml and offers a certifi cate at end of 
the 40-minute free training, plus ID and re-
porting handouts.
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Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING

Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Fri., Aug. 17TH - 
Thurs., Aug. 23RD

For Info, Call 763-7202
I: “THE BOURNE LEGACY”

Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:15, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

II: “TOTAL RECALL”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

PG-13

III: “PARANORMAN”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

PG-13

PG

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists

• Metal & Shingle Roofs 

• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.

Thank you for your vote of confidence 
and support on August 14. I understand that 
many members of our department, through 
their hard work, have earned many of these 

votes. I thank them every day 
for the job they do for me 
but especially for you. I would
appreciate your continued
support on November 6th.
  From all members of your 
sheriff’s office, thank you so 

much for your continued 
support of law 

enforcement.
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Because no one 
else qualifi ed to 
run for the offi ce, 
Okeechobee County 
Tax Collector Ce-
leste Watford will 
soon be serving her 
fourth term. In the 
previous three elec-
tions she was unop-
posed.

Mrs. Watford 
would like to thank 

the citizens of Okeechobee for the faith and 
trust they have put in her. She says it has 
been an honor to serve them. 

The biggest challenge she sees in the 
coming term is taking over the issuance 
of driver’s licenses from the state. That is 
scheduled to take place July 1, 2013. The tax 
collector’s budget is controlled by the Flori-
da Department of Revenue (DOR). Mrs. Wat-
ford is hoping the DOR will fund three new 
employees to help with the new task. She is 
planning on training her current employees 
to issue driver’s licences also. Then all her 
employees, regardless of their other duties 
will be able to issue driver’s licenses. 

Since the fees from issuing driver’s li-
censes will not pay the entire cost of per-
forming that additional duty, Mrs. Watford 
said she will have to tighten her belt in other 
operating areas in order to be able to fund 
that additional duty. She said that last year 
the Okeechobee driver’s license offi ce con-
ducted over 14,000 transactions. So that is 
the anticipated increase in the tax collector’s 
work load.

The contract has not been awarded for 
the construction of a new building for the 
tax collector. However, it is hoped that con-
struction will be completed in time for the 
tax collector to move in before taking on the 

additional responsibility of issuing driver’s 
licenses.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Celeste Watford, tax collector to serve fourth term

Celeste Watford

Nature Conservancy sets up python hotline

Burmese Python (Photo courtesy FWC)

Mortgage Assistance for 
unemployed or underemployed

The federal government has allocated 

funding to help qualifi ed Florida families 

to pay the fi rst mortgage on their homes 

through the Hardest Hit Help program. 

Assistance may be given for 12 months, 

and/or to re-instate a delinquent fi rst 

mortgage. Loans will be “forgiven” in 5.5 

years after completing the program. You 

can register by calling Okeechobee Non-

Profi t Housing at 863-467-5525. You may 

also visit the HHF web site at www. FL-

HardestHitHelp.org and use the Refer-

ral code 85087 so you can be assisted 

by ONPH.



Presidential race
• You are being forewarned. Romney/

Ryan ticket wants overall Medicare for the 
worst. Be sure to read all the fi ne print in 
their speeches. I am a senior too and I am 
here to warn you to be aware of false talk. 
This voucher system they are proposing is 
only going to ruin and hurt us all.

Post Offi ce
• Saturday home mail delivery is “nice to 

have” but should be dropped in these tight 
times as are keeping offi ces open on Satur-
day. Instead, they should add an hour to the 
time during the week so those of us work-
ing 8 to 5 could swing by on the way home 
and still fi nd it open till 6 p.m. That would 
not make much or any difference to getting 
things out by truck to Palm Beach in time 
for that night’s trains, trucks, and planes. If 
this were a national improvement (one hour 
later lobby counter opening) then all other 
schedules could be adjusted. But other than 
this, I really appreciate the post offi ce and 
the people working there. Seems like no 
Saturday delivery or counter hours would 
help them have more stable schedules and 
off time. 

Elections
• It’s great to have the election results 

online, but I sort of miss having everyone 
gather on the courthouse lawn to hear the 
results. It was more exciting being there as 
the results came in. I think the community 
lost something when we stopped doing that. 
It used to be more fun to live in Okeechobee 
because we had so many local traditions.

Rick Scott
• I just heard this morning that a lot of 

Republicans are telling Rick Scott to keep 
his mouth shut about how well Florida is 
doing because it may help Obama get re-
elected. Imagine that. What do you think 
about that?

• Rick Scott: One and done.

Economy
• They say the unemployment rate is over 

8 percent. But that is just the percentage of 
people on unemployment. That doesn’t 
count people who have been unemployed 
so long they no longer qualify for benefi ts. 
It doesn’t count the number of people who 
are working part time because they can’t fi nd 
full time work. It doesn’t count the number 
of people who have just given up looking for 
work after so many months, even years, of 
being told “no.” The jobless rate is about 15 
percent. That is the real number they should 
be talking about.

Summer Games
• I would like to thank Parks and Recre-

ation for hosting the Summer Games. They 
did such a great job keeping the Olympic 
Spirit. It was well organized and the events 
were a lot of fun and challenging. We are 
looking forward to the games next year.

Why Not Go for It?
By Calvin Fryar, pastor
Brighton Baptist Church

Hebrews 4:1—“Let us therefore fear, lest, 
a promise being left us of entering into his 
rest, any of you should seem to come short 
of it. 2 For unto us was the gospel preached, 
as well as unto them: but the word preached 
did not profi t them, not being mixed with 
faith in them that heard it. 3 For we which 
have believed do enter into rest, as he said, 
As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall 
enter into my rest: although the works were 
fi nished from the foundation of the world.”

What should we be afraid of?—simply 
of limiting the Holy One of Israel due to un-
belief (Psalm 78:41). Israel wandered in the 
wilderness for forty years because they did 
not believe God would lead them into the 
Promised Land and give them victory over 
the giants that roamed therein. The author 
of Hebrews warns, “Be afraid of being one 
who doesn’t believe God is good and that 
He has provided rest for His people.”

In Hebrews 4:2, he equates the gospel 
with the promise of rest—we have rest 
through faith in Christ. Israel was promised 
rest in the Promised Land. All they needed 
was faith in God—to believe that He would 
do what He said He would do! The words 
the author used were “gospel preached.”

“For unto us was the gospel preached, as 
well as unto them: but the word preached 
did not profi t them, not being mixed with 
faith in them that heard it.”

The word “gospel” means “good news,” 
the good news for the children of Israel was 
that there was a land fl owing with milk and 
honey. Yes, there were obstacles. But God 
promised them victory if they simply be-
lieved. 

THEIR REJECTION was their unbelief: 
They came back after sending men to check 
out the land with this report: “Oh, but we’re 
only grasshoppers, in their sight. They are 
giants.” And this grasshopper mentality still 
paralyzes us today. The excuses take many 
forms—“I’m not able to do that,” “that is not 
my job”, “Let someone else who is quali-
fi ed take the job”, “I can’t speak”, “I’m too 
busy”, and the list continues.

Their failure had nothing to do with their 
shortcomings. Their failure was simply their 
lack of faith in the promises of God. You 
may ask, “What can keep us from fi nding 
rest as God promised?” The answer is a sim-
ple one—by not believing Him! When you 
know that God has said that He will provide 
for all of your needs how could you not trust 

Him? (See Phil. 4:19.) Remember, the prom-
ises of God will do you no good until you
stop saying, “What’s the catch?”

THE REWARD—the believer is rewarded
for simply trusting God to do what He said
He would do. That is called faith; however,
do we have faith? Jon Courson gives a good
biblical answer to this question; I like his
take on this. He makes good use of the story
of Peter’s deliverance from Herod: 

“When Herod put Peter in prison, Scrip-
ture records that the church got together and
prayed fervently. God sent an angel to Peter
as he slept between two guards. “Arise,”
said the angel. And the chains fell off Peter’s
wrists and legs. So Peter got up and followed
the angel into the city—even though Scrip-
ture tells us he thought it was nothing more
than a vision. Walking through the streets
of the city, however, he realized it was no
dream. (See Acts 12.)

Now, had Peter not stood up and stepped
out, had he not started moving, but instead
said, “This is a neat thought, an interesting
insight,” had he not mixed the angel’s com-
mand with faith—even though the chains
were off and the door was opened, he would
have remained in jail.—Jon Courson.

How does this apply to us you ask? We
fi nd the answer in Peter’s response. When
that angel told Peter to arise, he did and he
was able to walk out a free man. If you do
not arise and walk out into the work God
has for you, the cell door will slam shut and
the chains will refasten themselves.

When we pray for God’s hand to move
on some matter, we must believe He will.
And when He gives us what we ask, we
should not doubt it. Examine the rest of the
story—it is hilarious! Peter steps up to the
door where the church is praying for his re-
lease: “Knock.” “Knock.” “Knock.” A young
lady called Rhoda answers, “It’s Peter.”
Those who are praying replied, “No, it can’t
be Peter.” But when Rhoda continued to af-
fi rm that it was indeed Peter, they replied,
“Then it must be an angel.”

Peter continued to knock—“Knock.”
“Knock.” “Knock.” “It’s Peter,” Rhoda af-
fi rmed as she opened the door. When they
saw him, they slowly realized that it was
truly Peter. How much faith did they have?
About a mustard seed’s worth. But Jesus
said that’s all it takes to move a mountain.
I’m convinced that if you have only enough
faith to pray, that’s enough to start things
happening, to start doors opening. It doesn’t
take much. The promises, the blessings, the
good things of God happen when you take
the Word and mix it with faith.
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Public Forum/Speak Out Refl ections from the pulpit
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

Back to school - What?
The race to the Whitehouse - Obama/Biden, 

Romney/Ryan. It is on! America, the choice is 
yours. Please vote, locally, nationally. 

Now school begins? Labor Day means 
summer’s end. Well—not in Florida. 

The Olympics were fun to watch from the 
Queen Mum to Serena, Gabby, Michael Phelps, 
U.S.A. teams, Candace Parker, Kevin Durant, 
LeBron, the relays Usain Bolt ran unreal times. 
U.S.A. relays it was great. An athlete’s boxing 
delight; swimming and volleyball. I was a cheer-

leader for all the games. 
Now it is football season again. Hello! Col-

lege/NFL, High School - Okeechobee - your 
time to shine. Another session of school starts, 
so slow down to watch out for the children. See 
the big yellow bus, stop! Help out with those 
school supply drives at churches, banks, stores, 
community centers, etc.

Again, Obama/Biden vs. Romney/Ryan 
and the winner is... Pray, wait and see! Nov. 
6, 2012. Peace Out!
Brenda Scott,Poet/Playwright/Author

Letter to the editor



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 20105Okeechobee NewsAugust 19, 2012

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

W&W Lumber 
Scholarship
The W&W Lumber Scholarship was 
presented at the annual Scholarship 
Awards Night May 24, in the Okeecho-
bee High School Lecture Hall. Left to 
right are Makenzie Tomlinson, and 
Amanda Serrett.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Brent Teany Memorial
The Brent Teany Memorial Scholarship 
was presented at the annual Schol-
arship Awards Night May 24, in the 
Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall 
to Bradley Coleman.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Nova Scholarship
The Nova Scholarship was present-
ed at the annual Scholarship Awards 
Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High 
School Lecture Hall to Jennifer Cor-
win.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

USF Directors Award
The USF Directors Award and Honors 
College Scholarship was presented 
at the annual Scholarship Awards 
Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High 
School Lecture Hall. Left to right are 
Brittney Ball and Sharon Coker.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Mildred Jones Memorial Scholarship
The Mildred Jones Memorial Scholarship was presented at the annual Scholar-
ship Awards Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. Left 
to right are OHS principal Toni Wiermsa, Taylor Davis, Cody Cummings, Edna 
Howard and Donald Jones.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

U.S. Navy Scholarship
A U.S. Navy Scholarship was presented at the 
annual Scholarship Awards Night May 24, in the 
Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. From 
left to right are Zadoc Simmons, Petty Offi cer 
Brooks and Teresa King.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

U.S. Marines Scholarship
A U.S. Marines Scholarship was presented at the 
annual Scholarship Awards Night May 24, in the 
Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. Left to right 
are Justin Bishop, Sergeant Allen.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Bob Teany Memorial & AAHAM Scholarship
The Bob Teany Memorial & AAHAM Scholarship was presented at the annual 
Scholarship Awards Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. 
Left to right are Dale Barrett, Lauren Halliday, Jennifer Corwin, Heather Hotmire 
and Justin Morgan.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Nursing/Radiology Scholarship
Raulerson Hospital Nursing/Radiology Scholarships 
waere presented at the annual Scholarship Awards Night 
May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. Re-
cipients were: (front row, left to right) Wendoly Castaneda, 
Andrea Stark, Taylor Fulford and Jordan Maynard; (back 
row, left to right) Bradley Coleman, Amanda Goggans and 
Araceli Sanchez.
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Flora C. Hammond, 95
OKEECHOBEE — Flora C. Hammond passed 

away Aug. 14, 2012. 
She was born July 6, 1917, in Pitcher, N.Y. and 

came to Okeechobee from Truxton, N.Y. in 
1979.

Ms. Hammond is survived by her son, Lynn 
Eugene Hammond of Beach Haven, N.J. and 
daughter-in-law, Bonnie Hammond of East 
Homer, N.Y.

Services will be held at a later date in Greene, 
N.Y. Friends may sign the guest book at 

www.BassOkeechobeeFH.com
All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 

care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 N.E. Second Street, 
(863) 763-2111.

Mary Louise Day, 71
FORT PIERCE — Mary Louise Day died Aug. 

16, 2012. 
Mrs. Day was born in Kenvir, Ky. and moved 

to Ft. Pierce in 2001 
coming from Okee-
chobee, Fla.

She was a coal 
miners daughter.  
She loved designing 
and making jewelry 
and loved to hunt 
and fi sh.

Survivors include 
her brother, Robert 
G. Ridner of Joliet, 
Ill;  caregiver, Ear-
lene Hopkins of Ft. 
Pierce, Fla. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Orville Day;  and two sisters and fi ve brothers.

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Treasure Coast Hospice, 5000 Dunn Road, Fort 
Pierce, FL 34981. www.TCHospice.org 

A graveside service will be held at 11a.m. on 
Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2012, at Riverview Memorial 
Park.  Arrangements are under the direction of 
Haisley Funeral & Cremation Service.  An online 
guest book  may be signed at www.haisleyfune-
ralhome.com

Obituaries
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Buckhead Ridge Ladies 
Auxiliary announce events

Buckhead Ridge Ladies Auxiliary 9528 
will hold their monthly breakfast on Aug. 
19, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. We will have eggs, 
sausage, home fries, biscuits, gravy, juice 
and coffee for a donation of $5. Buckhead 
Ridge Ladies Auxiliary 9528  will have their 
Wednesday night dinner starting at Aug. 22, 
at 5:30 p.m. They will be serve Spaghetti by 
Rene. Thursday is bingo day. Burgers will be 
for sale. These events are open to the public, 
for additional info please call the Post at 863-
467-2882.

Orchid and Garden Club
Monday, Aug. 20, at 6 p.m. the Garden 

Club will meet at the extension center fol-
lowed by the Orchid Club at 7 p.m. For the 
Garden Club Extension Agent Dan Culbert 
will give a presentation on How to Get a Gar-
den Ready for Fall. For the Orchid Club grow-
er Victor Elliott will lead a discussion on How 
to Prepare Your Orchids for Possible Freezes. 
Bring any problem orchids for analyses or fa-
vorites in bloom. For more information call 
the extension center at 863-763-6469.

FFA Alumni to meet
The Okeechobee FFA Alumni will be 

having their fi rst meeting of the new year on 
Aug. 27 at 7 p.m. at the Extension Offi ce. 
Anyone interested in joining is welcome to 
attend. For more information please call 
863-467-8696.

Autism support group to meet
The Okeechobee Parents Group of 

Children with Autism will meet Tuesday,, 
Aug. 21, from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. at the 
Okeechobee Public Library, 206 S.W. 16th St. 
Parents of children with autism or Asperger’s 
are invited to attend this meeting. The group 
hopes to provide a source for networking of 
parents in the Okeechobee area as well as 
provide information, support, training, and 
resource information. Please call to register 
Linda Peirce at 763-873-3422.

Eagles host cornhole tournament
Come to Eagles North, 9985 U.S. 441 N.,, 

on Saturday, Aug. 25, for a cornhole tourna-
ment. Sign up early! There will be a payout 
on fi rst and second place. For more infor-
mation, call 863-763-2552. Cost is $10 per 
player, $20 per team. All proceeds go to the 
F.O.E. 4137 community benefi t fund. The 
Aerie will also offer hamburgers, hotdogs 
and side dishes.

Martha’s House to host fundraiser
A pancake breakfast will be held to ben-

efi t Martha’s House on Sunday, Aug. 26, 
from 7-11 a.m. at the Frosty Mug, 6315 U.S. 
441 S.E. The club will donate all food and 
supplies and 100 percent of the proceeds 
will benefi t Martha’s House. The breakfast is 
only $5 and includes pancakes, homemade 
biscuits and sausage gravy, coffee and OJ. 
Donations will also be accepted. For more 
information, please call 863-467-8232.

CCC meeting planned
The next meeting of the Community Col-

laborative Council, a part of the Shared Ser-
vices Network of Okeechobee, will be Tues-
day, Aug. 28, at 10 a.m. in the board room 
of the school board offi ce.

Healthy Start annual meeting
The Okeechobee Healthy Start Coali-

tion will have their annual meeting on Fri-
day, Aug. 31, from 2-4 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church Fellowship Hall. This meeting is 
open to the public. The Okeechobee Healthy 
Start Coalition is part of a statewide network 
of coalitions responsible for planning and 
implementing services to pregnant women 
and children under 3 years of age. The Co-
alition is made up of citizens interested in 
promoting healthy families and babies in 
Okeechobee. For more information about 
the Coalition, please contact Kay Begin, ex-
ecutive director, at 863-462-5877.

Coffee with the Commissioner
Coffee with the Commissioner will be 

hosted by Commissioner Margaret Garrard 
Helton on Tuesday, Sept. 11, from 10 a.m. 
– noon, and will be held in Commissioner 
Helton’s offi ce, room 261, in the Okeecho-
bee County Courthouse, 304 N.W. Second 
St. Citizens wishing to participate are en-
couraged to call 863-763-6441 to schedule 
an appointment.

Foster parents are needed
Hibiscus Children’s Center Foster Care 

Program recruits, trains and licenses all the 
traditional Foster Parents in St. Lucie, Martin 
and Indian River and Okeechobee Counties. 
The required 30 hour (MAPP) classes are 
held one evening a week or on Saturdays 
and are free. For additional information 
about becoming a Foster Parent or to reg-
ister for a class please call: 1-800-403-9311 
ext. 415.

Euchre Club changes 
its meeting nights

The Euchre Club meeting at the VFW on 
U.S. 441 S.E.  is now meeting on Monday 
and Wednesday evenings. They start play-
ing at 5:30 p.m. Any Euchre players are wel-
come.

Putt for a Cure 
tournament planned

The Relay for Life Honey Do’er’s Team 
and Dream Team will host a best ball golf 
tournament on Oct. 6 at the Okeechobee 
Golf and Country Club. All proceeds ben-
efi t the American Cancer Society. Fee for 4 
man team: $200, Hole Sponsorship: $100. 
The team will have 50/50 and raffl e tickets. If 
you have any questions about participants, 
sponsorship, or donation of a raffl e item 
please call Lawrence Fipps 863-801-0901 or 
Missy Fipps at 863-634-8674.

Community Events
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Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m. 
Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

Okeechobee 
Livestock Market 

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee 
(863) 763-3127

301 N.E. 19th Drive (Across from the old hospital) 112 South W. C. Owens Ave.

Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer, but more than 98 percent 
of skin cancers can be cured with early detection. Schedule your skin check 
today if:

You’ve ever spent time in the sun for work or play
You have a spot on your skin that has changed 

  shape or color
You have a spot that bleeds and never seems to heal

Most insurance accepted, including Medicare and Medicaid

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY
City Citizen Boards and Committees

 The City of Okeechobee recognizes the importance of volunteerism 
in efficient and progressive municipal government. The City Council 
appoints City residents to serve as volunteers on various boards, com-
mittees and councils. Now is your opportunity to be involved in your 
community and local government. 
 New applicants are welcome to apply. Current members can 
request reappointment.
Planning Board/Board of Adjustment/Design Review Board
 Vacancies are available. City and County residents may apply. The 
meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
Pension Fund Board of Trustees
 Vacancies are available for the board members terms that expire 
September 30, 2012. Positions must be filled only by City residents. 
The meetings are held the first Monday in the months of February, May, 
August and November at 5:30 p.m.
 Prospective Board members should have an interest or experience in 
the area of service desired and the necessary expertise to accomplish 
the goals and objectives of that Board. 
 Applications for appointment as well as Board and Commit-
tee descriptions, eligibility requirements and other information, 
may be obtained from and submitted to the Office of the City Clerk 
at 55 SE 3rd Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida, 863-763-3372 x 215 
or downloaded from the Clerks Office page of the City web site 
www.cityofokeechobee.com.

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk
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Everything is a little higher 
this week. Feeder calves were 
$1-2 higher. Some heifers 
$3 higher. Slaughter cows & 
bulls were $2 higher. A little 
more rain out West should 
help more.

Hugh Williams, Okeecho-
bee, topped the calf market 
with a high of $2.95 bought 
by Foy Reynolds. Dennis Dri-
ggers, Canal Point, topped 
thecow market with a high of 
92.00 bought by Dairymens 
Marketing.

Oct 12th: OLM Bred Heifer 
Sale & Little Springs Horned 
Hereford Bull Sale.

Oct 19th: “44 Farms” An-
gus Bull Sale.

Oct 26th: Little Creek 
Farms Brangus Bull Sale.

Todd

Relay for Life kickoff 
celebration planned

Please come and join the Relay for Life 
group at Lunker’s Sports Grill on Thurs-
day, Oct. 11, 2012 to help kick off our 
2013 Relay for Life year. 

The theme for this year’s event is “All-
Star Relay: Scoring Against Cancer” so 
wear your favorite sports memorabilia 
and join the fun. 

If you are interested in fi nding out 
more information related to joining this 
wonderful cause on any level please con-
tact Missy Fipps 863-634-8674 or Lacey 
Summerall 863-634-7765.

High school announces 
its Senior Photo Day

Senior pictures are scheduled for Aug. 22 
and Aug. 23, at Okeechobee High School. 
Make an appointment today by visiting pres-
tigeportraitsfl .com. For more information 
visit the high school website or contact Mr. 
Pung at 863.462.5025, ext. 7-007.

2012-13 OHS Yearbook 
is accepting senior ads

The 2012-2013 Okeechobee High School 
journalism staff is currently accepting ads. 
The deadline for senior ads for the yearbook 
is Sept. 28. Visit the high school website or 
contact Mr. Pung at 863-462-5025, ext. 7-007. 
These ads help keep the newspaper afford-
able for all.

OHS Yearbook staff 
now accepting orders

The 2012-2013 Okeechobee High School 
journalism staff is currently offering this 
year’s yearbook at a discounted price of 
$40. This price is good through Sept. 7. The 
price will increase throughout the year. Re-
serve your copy now by contacting Mr. Pung 
at 863.462.5025, ext. 7-007 or visiting year-
bookforever.com.

School News in Brief
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Call a PRO fessional
An Affordable way to Advertise YOUR business! 

Call 863-763-3134
JONES EQUIPMENTEst. 

1989

4558 US Hwy 441 S.E.
Okeechobee, FL 

1-888-683-7853     863-763-5342
Cargo • Auto • Utility Trailers & Parts

Appliances • TV • Furniture

Of  ce: (863) 357-3301 • Fax: (863) 357-2804 UP TO

3389 US Hwy 441 S
Okeechobee, FL
manager033@buddyrents.com

JUAN CORTEZ
Manager

863.763.1141

300 NW 
Park St

Okeechobee

Cho
ice Automotive& Custom Exhaust

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service  • Brakes 
Window Motors •  Tune-Ups • Welding • Engine Mechanics

863-467-6633
Located Behind Rita’s
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee, FL  

www.inkwell4ink.com
909 So. Parrott Ave

     Okeechobee 
      

     863-357-4INK

      •VIP Discounts

  (4465)

Tattoos & Piercings

203 SE 2nd St.
Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License 
AL11944

Tree Locators, Inc. 
“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”
-Plants
-Trees
-Natural Stone
-Decorative Gravel

-Manufactured Stone 
-Design
-Installation
-Full Garden Center

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34974
863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730
treelocators@aol.com

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone

198 Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972
(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • FAX (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

Process 
Service 

PS-06-17
Bail

Bonds

Gregory Gernat 
588 NE 28th Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-357-2888 or toll Free 877-568-3864

UNIQUE SERVICES

24- Hour 
Customer Service 

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

Lori C. Berger
Exclusive Agent

   Allstate Insurance     
   Company 
    800 S. Parrott Ave.
     Okeechobee, FL 34974
      Phone 863-467-1265
      Fax 863-467-1085 
      Cell 863-634-8737

The Canvas Shop, LLC
On-site service

Privacy screens & bras
5th wheel skirts 

Boat tops  & covers 
Repairs & modi  cations

909 S. Parrott Ave., Ste B 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Carl and Donna Gaiser 863.763.7500
fax 863.763.6754

An Affordable way 
to Advertise YOUR 

business!
Call 863-763-3134

An Affordable way 
to Advertise YOUR 

business!
Call 863-763-3134
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Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line. Unlimited calling for directly dialed, live calls between individuals. Offers  
& coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE is available 
in more than 300 markets in the U.S. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related companies. Used under license. © 2012 Verizon Wireless.  FJENF

All phones require a new 2-yr. activation.

Unlimited TALK  
Unlimited TEXT 

Shareable DATA on up to 10 devices

 
 

WITH A VERIZON SMARTPHONE.
Shareable Data means your whole  

family can share all the data they need.

Samsung Galaxy Tab™ 7.7

Buy one 4G LTE Samsung  
smartphone, get 

$50 OFF 
ANY new 4G LTE Samsung tablet

 
Galaxy Nexus by Samsung 

$9999
$149.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.
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“AC Change 
Out Specialists”

Call to hear about our rebates 
and specials to fit your 

family’s needs..
 We service all makes and models. 

Newman Air Conditioning 
207 NE Park Street

Okeechobee  
863-763-7073

State Lic. # CACO13262

Serving Okeechobee Since 1972

valid through August 31, 2012

Coupon must 
be presented at 
time of service

Happy 90th Birthday 
“Margaret Rucks 
Hamric”

A Birthday Brunch was 
held at the Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall on August 11 
from 9:30-11:30. Many friends 
and relatives from all over 
attended to wish Margaret 
a very happy day. Margaret 
wanted to thank everyone for 
the beautiful day. 

MARGARET HAMRIC 
BIRTHDAY
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ticket price. Season subscriptions are avail-
able only through Oct. 4. Single show tickets 
will not go on sale until Oct. 8. 

All shows are presented in the theatre on 
S.W. Second Avenue at Seventh Street, one 
block west of Golden Corral restaurant.

Tickets may be charged to VISA, Master-
Card or Discover, by calling 863-763-1307.

Information on how to purchase tickets 

by check can be obtained on the theatre 
website, http://okeecommunitytheatre.com. 

The Okeechobee Community Theatre is 
a non-profi t organization of local adults and 
young people who enjoy producing Broad-
way-style musicals, comedies and dramas 
for local audiences. It is a member of the 
Florida Theatre Conference, and the Ameri-
can Association of Community Theatre. For 
further information on the theatre and its 
activities, call Ron or Jacque Hayes at 863-
763-1307.

OCT
Continued From Page 1

According to Detective Shireman’s arrest 
report, shortly after that arrest OCSO Public 
Information Offi cer Michele Bell told the 
detective that Monterroso was a convicted 
sexual predator. Mrs. Bell is also a member 
of the OCSO Sex Offender Unit.

Mrs. Bell said Friday that Monterroso was 
arrested in Martin County in 2006 on a felony 
charge of lewd and lascivious exhibition. He 
was then convicted of that crime and sen-
tenced to two years in prison.

Monterroso, a citizen of Guatemala, was 
released from prison March 12, 2008, and 

was taken into custody by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and then 
deported. It’s not clear exactly when he re-
turned to the U.S.

Mrs. Bell went on to explain that Monter-
roso, as a convicted sexual predator, had 48 
hours to report to the sheriff ’s offi ce—either 
upon his release from prison or his return 
to the U.S.

Detective Shireman’s report stated that 
shortly after Monterroso’s return to Okeecho-
bee he moved in, and was living with, a lo-
cal woman. Apparently, added the detective, 
there were no children living in that home.

ICE currently has a hold on Monterroso 
meaning that when he is released from jail 
that federal agency will take him into cus-
tody, indicated Detective Shireman’s report.

ARREST
Continued From Page 1

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

Open House
Okeechobee Schools welcomed students and parents 
to Open House on Thursday. (At left) Tammy Delahanty 
greeted kindergarten student Sorrel Faircloth and middle 
school student Gavin Beal to South Elementary Open 
House. (Above) Principal Randy Paulson greets his stu-
dents at Central Elementary Open House. 

Martha’s House hosts 
weekly garage sales 

Martha’s House Garage Sales are now 
being held every Thursday and Friday, 
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m., of every week. Come 
and fi nd a bargain and help a local orga-
nization. 4134 U.S. 441 N., in Okeecho-
bee. Always accepting donations in very 
good condition. For information, please 
call 863-763-2893.
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EMERGENCIES DON’T WAIT FOR APPOINTMENTS.

Our Emergency Rooms wait times 
are consistently shorter than the 

national average.

We treat kids too.

The Right Care, Right Here, Right Now!

Take comfort in knowing that if a patient does require 
alternative, specialized treatment, we have an 
immediate and seamless transfer process with our 

sister HCA facilities in the Treasure Coast:

Lawnwood Regional Medical Center & Heart Institute
and St. Lucie Medical Center.
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Raulerson Primary Care’s Physician, Dr. 
Jose Villarreal recently provided some help-
ful tips for parents of children headed back 
to school this fall. For healthcare questions 
or a free physician referral, contact Consult-
a-Nurse at: 863-763-9228.

1. What are your top 3 tips for 
back-to-school health?

• Parents should ensure that their child, 
the school and the teacher are all aware of 
any known allergies the student may suffer 
from. Similarly follow the school’s proce-
dures for having any of the student’s per-
sonal medication registered with the school 
clinic.

• Obtain recommended immunizations 
your child is scheduled for according to his/
her age/grade. These little skin pricks work 
to protect you against several potentially life-
threatening diseases. 

• Get a good night’s sleep. Children are 
still growing and require more sleep than 
adults. Begin to plan afternoon and evening 

routines now that accommodate school-age 
children time to wind down and have a bed 
time that allows for a full night’s sleep.

2. What is the best way to 
keep my child from spreading 
germs and/or picking up
illnesses at school?

• Students should wash their hands with 
warm water before eating lunch and after 
using the restroom. Portable bottles of hand 
sanitizer are also helpful in preventing the 
spread of germs. Consider donating a bottle 
to your child’s classroom. Keeping your dis-
tance from those who are sick is an impor-
tant aspect in preventing illness.

• If your child has a cough and cold or 
fever, consider taking them to the doctor 
and keeping them home from school. For 
coughs and sneezes at school, teach chil-
dren to practice: covering their coughs by 
coughing into their elbow; and, sneezing 
away from others, when possible.

3. How can I ease my child’s 
back-to-school jitters?

Even students who are not new to the 
process of starting school each fall can 
sometimes have feelings of nervousness 
and anxiety about the new year, particularly 
if they are attending a school that is new to 
them. It is helpful to remain positive about 
school and portray to children that school is 
a good place and offers them exciting op-
portunities to learn.

4. Should I worry about my 
child’s backpack weight?

Encourage students to utilize their lock-
ers, if available. Talk to your child about 
planning ahead regarding their locker trips 
and book storage. When students consider 
which books he/she will need and at what 
point in their day and/or evening (home-
work), it can often help eliminate carrying 
several text books for extended periods.

5. How can I ensure my child 
gets a healthy school lunch?

I believe it is important that parents know 
what’s being offered on the schools’ menus. 
Your pediatrician or primary care physician 
can always be consulted regarding questions 
and concerns about calories and nutrition.

6. Should my child have
a back-to-school
physical and/or exam?

Annual exams to ensure that the children 
are in good health and developing appropri-
ately are important. Annual exams can also 
serve as a time to make sure students are 
physically prepared for any sporting teams 
they may seek to join.

Doctor offers back-to-school health tips

Special to the Okeechobee News
Dr. Jose Villarreal, Raulerson Hospital 
Primary Care’s Physician

Blood drives planned in Okeechobee this month
Florida hospitals depend on blood donors to maintain a safe blood supply for pa-

tients.  If you are at least 17 years old and in good health, you can help save lives by 

donating blood. The Big Red Bus bloodmobile will be in Okeechobee on Monday, Aug. 

20 at Publix, from 3 to 7 p.m.; Saturday, Aug. 25, at Walmart, from11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and, 

Thursday, Aug. 30 at Okeechobee High School from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
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½ PRICE APPETIZERS
(from 11am until 7pm at the bar!!)After 9pm

2 for 1 
Drinks All Day

Starting
at

$7.99

CHOOSE
TWO TO
CREATE

YOUR
OWN

FAVORITE
LUNCH
COMBO

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.
GENUINE COMFORT. 

CAC014022
Offers expire 8/24/2012. *See dealer for details. Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. © 2012 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox 
dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. 

LENNOX KNOWS YOU DON’T COMPROMISE. AND NEITHER DO WE.

That’s why we dedicate ourselves to product innovation 
and customer service. So go ahead, get comfortable.

Emory Walker Co. Inc.
(863) 763-6742

208 SW 5th Avenue, Okeechobee

Okeechobee’s Longest-Established Lennox Dealer

RECEIVE UP TO 

$3,300 between 
Lennox Rebates, F P & L 

Rebates and EWC Discount!*
on qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System
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Special to the Okeechobee News/OSS

Line dance classes
Come join the fun of line dancing at Okeechobee Senior Center. Free line 
dance classes are held on Mondays at noon until 1 p.m. at 1019 WS Park 
Street for those 60 years and older.

Special to the Okeechobee News/Peace Lutheran Church

Teachers enjoy luncheon at 
Peace Lutheran Church
Peace Lutheran Church hosted the new teachers of Okeechobee at a lun-
cheon on Aug. 13. Some of the church members who prepared and served 
the food are from left to right, Donna Webster, Fran Baumgart, Lois Whitehall, 
Jack Kidwell, Wanda Kubitz, Joy Kidwell, Janet Brunet and Sandy Seebach.

VFW Post announces education competitions
Ladies Auxiliary to VFW Post 4423 announces the kick-off of Voice of Democracy 

Scholarship Competition. Local High School students have the opportunity to compete 
for thousands of dollars in scholarships and a trip to Washington, D.C. Nov. 1, is the 
deadline at the post level. Students must write and record a 3-5 minute essay on a giv-
en theme. Please contact Dannye Strickland at 863-763-0589 for information and entry 
form.

Ladies Auxiliary to VFW Post 4423 announces the kick-off of “Patriot’s Pen Essay 
Competition.”  Middle school student in grades 6-8 have the opportunity to compete for 
thousands of dollars. November 1, is the deadline at the post level. Students are invited 
to write a 300-400 word essay on a patriotic theme. Please contact Dannye Strickland, at 
863-763-0589, for information and entry form.
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Need
EXTRA MONEY?

107 SW 17th St • Suite D

Inquire Within

NO PHONE CALLS

Yes, this newspaper is part of
a “chain.” But this “chain” is
unlike any other.

We are owned by a journalis-
tic trust. All after-tax profits
are invested in our mission of
community service through
good local journalism.

Staffing is local, and we seek
out people who care about
the community and want to
stay here.
How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism

Do-it-yourself publishing at Newszap.com

Wedding, engagement, birth, 
graduation, birthday

and anniversary
announcements 

in print and online! 

Publish your community news 
item or press release.

Get 100 words and one photo 
for only $25

Visit www.newszap.com, click on 
your community, and then on the link

for Publish Your News
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Mike Huckabee, former Governor of Ar-

kansas, author, radio and television host, 

will be the keynote speaker on Tuesday, 

Sept. 18, for the annual Gala, a fundraiser for 

the Pregnancy Center of Okeechobee.

Tables and tickets are now on sale. For 

$2,500 you will receive eight dinner tickets 

for great food, great speaker, great fellow-
ship and a great evening. You will also re-
ceive four private meet and greet tickets with 
Governor Huckabee before dinner as well as 
name recognition for your business, family, 
organization or campaign.  

For $1,000 you will receive eight dinner 
tickets as well as two meet and greet private 

tickets and name recognition for your busi-

ness, family, organization or campaign. 

You may also purchase individual tickets 

for $75 which will get you a great dinner, 

great speaker, great fellowship and a GREAT 

night! Tables and tickets are limited so please 

call 863-467-8748 today.

Huckabee to speak at fundraiser

Special to the Okeechobee News

Nick Reynolds, the assistant director of 

Dunklin Memorial Church was the guest 

speaker at the Aug. 16 meeting for the Ki-

wanis Club of Okeechobee.

Dunklin is a faith-based camp program 

that rehabilitates people suffering with drug 

and alcohol addiction. They offer a unique 

program based on three ministries meant 

to result in total rehabilitation once the pro-

gram is completed. Dunklin has a long his-

tory of success due to the reputation it has 

earned with fi fty years of service. Dunklin 

Memorial Church is located at 3342 S.W. 

Hosanah Lane.

Kiwanian Frank Decarlo introduced Reyn-

olds at the meeting.

Kiwanis Club of Okeechobee meets every 

Thursday at noon at the Lodge Restaurant.

Kiwanis Club learns about Dunklin program

Special to the Okeechobee News
From left to right are: Lance Squires, Dunklin counselor and alumni; Frank De-
Carlo, Kiwanian; Nick Reynolds, Assistant Executive Director at Dunklin Memo-
rial Church; and, J.D. Mixon, President Elect Kiwanis Club of Okeechobee.
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Presents 
3rd Annual Fundraising Gala

The Greatest of these is Love                              Tuesday, September 18, 2012 at the ROC 
Keynoter Speaker: Governor Mike Huckabee   

Private Meet and Greet with Governor Mike Huckabee
$2500 will get you 8 dinner tickets, 4 meet and greet tickets;  
$1000 will get you 8 dinner tickets, 2 meet and greet tickets 
with Governor Mike Huckabee and lots of recognition for your

 business, organization, church or group. 
Individual tickets now on sale for $75 which includes GREAT food, GREAT speaker, 
GREAT fellowship and a GREAT evening!! Doors open 5:30 p.m., Dinner 6:00 p.m.

LIMITED TICKET SALES  
For more information or to become a Banquet Underwriter, 

please call the Pregnancy Center of Okeechobee at 863-467-8748

florida.newszap.com

Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!

Available 24/7

Community Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=119590&pagenum=1
Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1
Meet Your Merchant: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1
School Information Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1
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School 

Information

Guide 
Featuring 

Superintendent Letter

School Calendar 

SCHOOL BUS SCHEDULE

School Listing 

Progress Report & 

Report Card Schedule

Call to Schedule your eye appontment today!

763-3937

606 North Parrott Avenue

www.biglakeeyecare.com 

Big Lake 

   Eye Care

Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.
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The following individuals were ar-
rested on felony or driving under 
the infl uence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) or the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC).

• Sarah Regina Lindley, 25, N.E. 308th 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 15 by 
the Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force on a 
felony charge of possession of a controlled 
substance and a misdemeanor charge of 
possession of drug paraphernalia. Her bond 
was set at $5,500.

• Dixie Marie Tommie, 23, Knots Land-
ing, Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 16 by 
Deputy DeMarcus Dixon on a Highlands 
County warrant charging her with the fel-
ony of failure to appear - battery on a law 
enforcement offi cer. Her bond was set at 
$3,000.

• Francisco Rivero, 49, U.S. 441 S.E., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 16 by Dep-
uty Raul Marrero on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with the felony of 
aggravated assault. His bond was set at 
$5,000.

• Katie Marie Kimbrough, 31, S.E. Eighth 
Drive, Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 16 by 
Offi cer Larry Parzygnat on a felony charge of 
grand theft auto. Her bond was set at $2,500. 
She was also arrested by Deputy Adrian Rog-
ers on misdemeanor charges of leaving the 
scene of an accident with property damage 
and driving while license suspended with 
knowledge. Her bond on those charges was 
set at $1,000.

• Judy Faye Louise Anderson, 29, S.E. 
Second St., Okeechobee, was arrested 
Aug. 16 by Deputy DeMarcus Dixon on an 
Okeechobee County warrant charging her 
with the felony of grand theft. Her bond was 
set at $2,500.

• Amanda Danielle Chouinard, 35, N.W. 
Second St., Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 
16 by the Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force 
on a felony charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance (oxycodone) and a mis-
demeanor charge of driving while license 
suspended with knowledge. Her bond was 
set at $5,500.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or 
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confi rmed and printed.

Okeechobee Arrest Report

The Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce investigated reports of the follow-
ing crimes last week.

ASSAULT
• S.R. 70 E.

BURGLARY
• 3500 block of U.S. 441 S.
• 700 block of N.E. 29th Ave.
• 100 block of N.E. 64th Ave.
• 2400 block of S.E. 27th St.
• 2200 block of U.S. 441 S.E.
• 12000 block of S.R. 70 E.
• 2000 block of N.W. Third St.
• 500 block of N.W. 27th Lane
• 8800 block of S.E. 57th Drive
• 11000 block of N.E. 120th St/
• 2400 block of N.E. Sixth St.

COUNTERFEIT MONEY
• 12000 block of S.R. 70 E.
• 4100 block of U.S. 441 S.
• 2300 block of S.R. 70 W.

• 4900 block of U.S. 441 S.

• 100 block of N.W. 23rd Lane

THEFT

• 500 block of N.W. 27th Lane (wallet)

• 2700 block of U.S. 441 S. (tools)

• S.R. 70 E. (license tag)

• 20000 block of N.W. 290th St.

• 3700 block of N.E. Fourth Trail (cam-

era)

• 1900 block of N.W. 36th Terrace

• 1900 block of N.W. 36th Terrace (cash)

• 30000 block of N.E. 23rd Way (license 

tag)

• 4400 block of S.E. 28th St. (license tag)

• 1800 block of N.W. Third Lane (debit 

card)

• 3000 block of N.W. 10th Terrace (com-

puter)

• S.W. 67th Drive (license tag)

• 2400 block of S.E. 30th  (animals)

OCSO Investigations

B.R.A.T. Club to coordinate Labor Day Parade
B.R.A.T. Club, Inc. a local non-profi t in Okeechobee, will once again sponsor the 

Labor Day Parade. The 2012 Labor Day Parade will be held on Sept. 3, beginning at 10 
a.m. The parade will travel the regular parade route starting at Second street on Parrott 
Avenue (U.S. 441) and traveling through downtown. Last year the club picked up the 
parade and organized over 75 entries. The Labor Day Parade is one of Okeechobee’s 
largest annual events bringing people young and old to enjoy the show. Businesses, 
clubs and teams. For more information about the parade or to obtain an application, 
please call Teresa Chandler at 863-801-4996 or e-mail at tchandler@wm.com.

OKMS needs Labor Day Festival vendors
Okeechobee Main Street is proud to announce the 2012 All-American Labor Day Cel-

ebration scheduled for Sept. 1, 2 and 3, in the Flagler Parks! Come spend some time 
with friends, enjoy the “tastes” of the festival and various specialty items for sale. While 
in town, visit our local shops and see what they now have to offer! OKMS is now tak-
ing applications for vendors and non-profi ts interested in setting up a booth. If you are 
interested, please contact Cindy Birdashaw at 863-357-6246 or visit our website at: www.
okeechobeemainstreet.com.
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In Loving Memory
of Gene O’Neill
August 20, 1943 to

August 21, 2008

You Are Greatly Missed!

Love,
Your Family & Friends (561) 747-1232

Improve your appearance, your 
confidence, and your self esteem.
Enhance your breast, flatten your

tummy or shed unwanted fat. Let us
help you look and feel your very best!

• Tummy Tuck
• Breast Augmentation 
• Breast Lift/Reduction
• Endoscopic Brow Lift
• Face Lift
• Nasal Surgery
• Eyelid Surgery
• Liposculpture
• Botox and Fillers
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A man being held in the Okeecho-
bee County Jail on two child pornog-
raphy charges was again arrested and 
now faces an additional 10 charges.

Craig A. Barnes, 51, N.W. 284th 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested early 
Friday, Aug. 17, on local warrants 
charging him with 10 more counts of 
possession of child pornography. His 
total bond on the new charges is $100,000.

Barnes was initially arrested on July 25 by 
Detective Marty D. Faulkner, of the Okeecho-
bee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) after it 
was learned he had reportedly sexually mo-
lested a teenage girl. He was then charged 

with one count of sexual battery, one 
count of computer child pornogra-
phy and one count of possession 
or promotion of child pornography. 
His bond on those charges was set 
at $120,000.

It was unclear as of newspaper 
deadline where the additional im-
ages were found.

Detective Faulkner arrested Barnes 
at his home on the Prairie then exe-

cuted a search warrant on the home, an out-
building and the man’s Ford Ranger pickup. 
The detective said nothing was found in the 
outbuilding or truck.

However, during a search of the man’s 
doublewide mobile home Detective Faulkner 
said multiple compact discs (CDs), digital 

video discs (DVDs) and videos were seized. 
He also confi scated guns, fl ash drives, com-
puters, external hard drives, a Nikon camera 
with zoom lens, sex toys and lotions.

A desk top and laptop computer were also 
taken.

Immediately after arresting Barnes, the 
detective said he looked at one CD and found 
approximately 30 images of child porn. Some 
of the images, he said, were of adults in vari-
ous sexual positions with children.

“I’m guessing the ages of the children 
were 7 to 15,” he said.

Although most of those images were male 
on female, some were male on male.

“He’s a sick individual,” said the OCSO 
investigator of Barnes. “He’s been doing this 
(downloading child pornography off the in-
ternet) at least 20 years, based on my inves-
tigation.”

During that search of the man’s home an 
AK-47 assault rifl e, two .22 caliber rifl es, a 
shotgun and a .357 magnum handgun were 

confi scated.
Barnes, a route salesman for Entenmann’s 

in Fort Pierce, has lived by himself on the 
Prairie for six years. Detective Faulkner said 
he arrested Barnes on that Wednesday in July 
because he knew it was Barnes’ day off from 
work.

OCSO Public Information Offi cer Michele 
Bell, who was with the detective when the 
search warrant was served, said when they 
entered the home they found the laptop com-
puter on the couch.

“Apparently, when we went there he was 
on the laptop,” she said.

Mrs. Bell went on to say that Barnes has 
no prior arrest history.

Detective Faulkner said the girl was not 
physically injured. He explained that she 
came to the sheriff ’s offi ce where she report-
ed the crime to OCSO Deputy Howard Picker-
ing. The investigation was then turned over to 
the detective.

Detective Faulkner said as far as he knows 
that girl is the only victim.

Inmate arrested on more child porn charges

Craig A.
Barnes

College-bound students and their par-
ents sometimes face last minute requests 
to complete or provide additional informa-
tion for fi nancial aid applications. 

The Internal Revenue Service wants to 
help by minimizing time spent on the com-
pletion of the Department of Education’s 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). By using the IRS Data Retrieval 
Tool, applicants can automatically transfer 
required tax data from their federal tax re-
turns directly to their FAFSA form. 

This IRS tool is a free, easy and secure 
way to access and transfer tax return in-
formation onto the FAFSA form. Using the 
tool saves time, improves accuracy and 
may reduce the likelihood of the school’s 
fi nancial aid offi ce requesting that you ver-
ify the information. 

Here are some tips on using the IRS 
DRT:

• Eligibility Criteria - To use the IRS DRT  
to complete their  2012 -2013 FAFSA form, 
taxpayers must: 

-have fi led a federal 2011 tax return, 
-possess a valid Social Security Num-

ber, 
-have a Federal Student Aid PIN (individ-

uals who don’t have a PIN will be given the 

option to apply for one through the FAFSA 
application process), and, 

-have not changed marital status since 
Dec. 31, 2011. 

• Exceptions - If any of the following 
conditions apply to the student or parents, 
the IRS Data Retrieval Tool cannot be used 
for the 2012 FAFSA application: 

-an amended tax return was fi led for 
2011, 

-no federal tax return was fi led for 
2011,  

-the federal tax fi ling status on the 2011 
return is married fi ling separately, or, 

-a Puerto Rican or other foreign tax re-
turn has been fi led.

Applicants who cannot use the IRS DRT 
to meet college requests for verifi cation, 
may need to obtain an offi cial transcript 
from the IRS. Transcripts are not available 
until the IRS has processed the related tax 
return. To order tax return or tax account 
transcripts, visit IRS.gov and select “Order 
a Transcript” or call the toll-free Transcript 
line at 1-800-908-9946.

In addition, the IRS offers money-saving 
information for college students and their 
parents about tax credits and deductions 
for qualifying tuition, materials and fees.

Automated IRS system helps college 
students with fi nancial aid process

Putt for a Cure tournament planned
The Relay for Life Honey Do’er’s Team and Dream Team will host a best ball golf 

tournament on Oct. 6 at the Okeechobee Golf and Country Club. All proceeds benefi t 
the American Cancer Society. Fee for four-man team: $200; Hole Sponsorship: $100. 
The team will have 50/50 and raffl e tickets. If you have any questions about participants, 
sponsorship, or donation of a raffl e item, please call Lawrence Fipps 863-801-0901 or 
Missy Fipps at 863-634-8674.



Need
EXTRA MONEY?

107 SW 17th St • Suite D

Inquire Within

NO PHONE CALLS

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Services

Golf Cart Batteries, 
Repairs,Parts,Service 
and charger repairs. 
Will buy unwanted 

carts & chargers pick 
up and delivery. 

 Call Dan’s Golf Cart 
Repairs  863-610-0479

or 863-763-8318

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Shop here first!
The classified ads

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

A/C Mechanic
Requires a minimum of  

5 yrs exp DFWP

Apply in person:
312 SW 2nd St

Okeechobee, FL 34974

Employment
Full Time

CDL O.T.R Driver want-
ed must have Hazmat 
Indor. 10 days out. 
Must live within 75 
miles of Okeecho-
bee,Fl., 36 cents a mile 
to start.

 (863)697-6468

Business
Opportunities

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Bicycle Sales &
Repair

ProMobile Bicycle Re-
pair, We Come to you! 
All Makes & Models 
Serving Palm Beach, 
Okeechobee, and sur-
rounding area. M-F

 9am -5pm 
 (561)309-9320

Excavation

LESLIE SUMMERFORD 
EXCAVATING LLC. Call 
us for your excavation 
needs; ponds, hauling 
of fi ll dirt, shell, millings 
(when available)   
transportation of heavy 
equipment. Call Leslie  
for excavation needs.   
(863)763-9330 or 
(863)634-7659.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Collectibles

WANTED - Highwaymen
Oil Paintings. H. Newton, 

A. Hair, R.A. McClen-
don, G. Buckner, 1715 
Fleet Treasure Coins. 

Big $$
Call 772-562-5567

Furniture

FOR SALE
BAMBOO LOOK GLASS 

TOP TABLE & 
SIX CHAIRS.

DRAWING TABLE/ 
WORK TABLE.

CALL 863-623-6446

Wanted To Buy

CASH FOR  CARS  
No Title Needed, 
Any Condition. 

268junk.com  
Call (863)484-2012

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

Beautiful Samantha’s 
Garden Apartments 

2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  
Call (863)634-5780 or 

(863)467-9250

IN TOWN- 1BR Partially 
furnished APT., nice 
area. Utilities & lawn in-
cluded. $700/mo., 1st & 
$300 sec. Non smoking 
environment. No pets.  
863-610-0861.

VIKING/PRAIRIE - 1 
BR Apartment. Very 
clean! $650/mo. Incl. 
utils. No pets. Call Ron 
561-329-8205.

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

2bdrm/ 1bath
Unfurnished,

Water, Sewer, W/D, in 
Kings Bay, small pet ok 
Pool etc. $690/mo. 
Call 863-634-8331

CLEWISTON
2BR/2BA, Bass &
 Sun Condo. Pool. 

Tennis Courts. Boat 
Ramp. On canal view 

lake view/access.
 Furnished. Tile fl oors. 

All appl’s including 
W&D. $950/month.  

305-360-2236.
cmbultra@terranova.net

Taylor Creek Condo- 
2BR/1BA, furnished, boat 
dockage, pool & water in-
cluded, totally new kitch-
en & bath, $850/month 
+ 1 month security. No 
pets. Call (863)658-4264

Houses - Rent

Nice 3bd/2ba in 
Basswood area. 

$800 per month, 1st 
and security deposit.
Call 772-260-5029

Houses - Rent

OKEE 3/1 Small Updated 
Home, central a/c, 
wood fl ooring, Tiled 
Bathroom, w/d, Well 

Water. $700 mo. 
plus security 

Located by 15-B.   
Call 786-201-0306

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

$49,900 STEAL
3br./2 ba. Built in 2004, 
needs nothing. Fenced 

yard, City water. 
Call 863-801-1739.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2BR, 2BA, 
C/Air. $500 mo. Large 
3BR, 2BA, C/Air. $550 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease, plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

TREASURE ISLAND - 
2/2, with detached 1/1 
suite, large yard. 
$725/mo. + sec. dep. 
No pets. 863-634-0663

Mobile Home Sale

Palm Harbor Village
New 2012 

30x76 4bd/3ba
$15K Off All Homes

800-622-2832  ext 210

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 941-347-7171

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Okeechobee County Board of 
County Commissioners will hold a 
Budget Workshop on Monday, 
August 27, 2012 at 9:00 am in 
the “Judge William L. Hendry 
Courtroom” at the Historic Court-
house, 304 N.W. 2nd Street, Okee-
chobee, Florida. 

Any person deciding to appeal any 
decision made by the Board of 
County Commissioners with respect 
to any matter considered at this 
meeting will need a record of the 
proceedings, and that, for such 
purposes, he or she will need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of 
such proceedings is made, which 
record shall include the testimony 
and evidence upon which the ap-
peal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, persons with 
disabilities needing special accom-
modation to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact the County 
Administrator’s Offi ce not later than 
four (4) working days prior to the 
proceeding at 304 N.W. 2nd Street, 
Room 123 Okeechobee, Florida 
34972, or call 863.763.6441. If you 
are hearing or voice impaired, call 
TDD 1-800-222-3448 (voice) or 
1-888-447-5620 (TTY).

Margaret Garrard Helton, Chair
Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County, Florida

Sharon Robertson, Clerk
Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Paula Poskon/ Deputy Clerk
424140 ON 8/19/2012
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Notice of Hearing 
Okeechobee County Code Enforcement 

Special Magistrate

The Okeechobee County Special Magistrate will hold a public meeting on 
Tuesday, August 21, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.  The public meeting will be held at 
the Okeechobee County Health Department Auditorium, located at 1728 
N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida. For more information, contact Faye 
Huffman at the Planning and Development Department, 1700 NW 9th Ave., 
Suite A, Okeechobee, Florida, 34972, (863) 824-3001.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public 
meeting.  Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Code Enforce-
ment Special Magistrate with respect to any matter considered at this meet-
ing will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made 
and that the record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the ap-
peal will be based.  Code Enforcement tapes are for the sole purpose of 
backup for offi cial records of the Department.

Faye Huffman, Secretary to the 
Code Enforcement Special Magistrate
424304 ON 7/19/2012

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

NOTICE OF DRAFT PERMIT

The Department of Environmental Protection gives notice that a Draft Permit 
(Permit No. 200917-004-UC) has been prepared for Mr. Eric Summa, United 
States Corps of Engineers (USCOE), Chief of Planning Division, Environmen-
tal Branch, 701 San Marco Boulevard, Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida 
32207.  The draft permit is to continue operational testing of the aquifer 
storage and recovery (ASR) well system.  The ASR System is located on the 
bank of the Kissimmee River near the confl uence of the river with Lake 
Okeechobee just north of the Highway 78 bridge over the Kissimmee, ap-
proximately 10 miles south of the S-65E structure, and approximately fi fteen 
miles west of Highway 441 in Okeechobee County, Florida.   Presently, the 
USCOE has no plans to resume operational injection at the referenced site.  
To date, the USCOE fi nished four injection cycles and collected the data. 
During this interim period, the USCOE will be reevaluating plans regarding 
the use of the ASR well system. The attached permit allows scheduled pre-
ventative maintenance of the ASR well system. The preventative mainte-
nance allowed under the permit includes maintaining the integrity of the 
system by performing monthly maintenance measures including operating 
valves and injecting limited quantities of potable water into Well KR-ASR-1, 
suffi cient to preserve well integrity (prevent internal corrosion of KR-ASR-1’s 
fi nal casing).

Though this permit does not authorize injection, the ASR facility includes a 
water treatment plant (WTP) involving primary processes of pressure media 
fi ltration and ultraviolet (UV) disinfection. Additionally, the following ancillary 
processes include a raw water pump station, fi lter backwash equalization, 
solids, well waste ponds, ASR recovery pump, and (discharge at) cascade 
aeration.  For source water, the ASR well system was designed & construct-
ed to use surface water from the Kissimmee River, treat it via a pressure fi l-
ter and UV light disinfection, and inject it into the receiving zone of the 
upper Floridan aquifer system (FAS), for storage.  Well KR-ASR-1 is con-
structed with a 24-inch outside diameter (O.D.), steel casing with an open 
borehole from 562 to 880 feet (ft.) below land surface (bls). The ASR system 
includes the following fi ve monitoring wells: SWM-1 (also known as (aka) 
MW-17); FWM-1 (aka MW-10); FWM-2 Upper (aka OKF-100U); FWM-2 Low-
er (aka OKF-100L); FWM-3 (aka MW-18); and FWM-4 (MW-19).  SWM-1 is a 
surfi cial monitoring well and is designed to monitor surfi cial aquifer water 
quality and detect surface water quality changes.  FWM-1 is located approxi-
mately 350 ft. to the southeast of KR-ASR-1; FWM-2 U & L are located 1,300 
ft. southeast of KR-ASR-1; FWM-3 is located 2,350 ft. south of KR-ASR-1; 
and FWM-4 is located 4,200 ft. north of KR-ASR-1.
The Department has permitting jurisdiction under Chapter 403 of the Florida 
Statutes and Chapters 62-4, 62-520, 62-528 and 62-550 of the Florida Ad-
ministrative Code. The project is not exempt from permitting procedures. 
The Department has determined that a construction and testing permit reis-
suance is required for the proposed work.   All persons interested in the fore-
going permitting decision are invited to attend a public meeting to be held 
on September 26, 2012 at 1:00 P.M., at the SFWMD Okeechobee Field Sta-
tion, 1000 NE 40th Avenue, Okeechobee, FL 34972, phone (863) 462-5280.
 
Written comments may be sent to the Department of Environmental Protec-
tion, 400 North Congress Avenue, Suite 200, West Palm Beach, FL 33401, up 
until the close of the public meeting. All comments received within the thirty 
day period will be considered in formulation of the Department’s fi nal deci-
sion regarding permit issuance.  The application, draft permit, and fact sheet 
are available for public inspection during normal business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except legal holidays, at the Department 
of Environmental Protection, Southeast District Offi ce, 400 North Congress 
Avenue, West Palm Beach, Florida.  Additional information concerning this 
project may be obtained by contacting Len Fishkin, P.G., or Joseph R. May, 
P.G., of this offi ce at (561) 681-6711 or (561) 681-6691, respectively.
424276 ON 8/19/2012

PUBLIC NOTICE
Awesome Self Storage, 6489 US 441 
SE, Okeechobee, FL 34974 will dis-
pose of stored items on Aug. 29, 
2012.
     Owner                     Unit #
  Burns, Theresa             E614
  Gardner, Tami              D427
  Thomas, Denise            C254
  Harden, Christy             E617
424240 ON 8/19,26/2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2012-CP-102

 
IN RE: ESTATE OF
   DON LAWTON MORGAN, III,
     Deceased.
 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   
   The administration of the estate of 
DON LAWTON MORGAN, III, de-
ceased, whose date of death was 
April 21, 2012; File Number 2012-
CP-102, is pending in the Circuit 
Court for Okeechobee County, Flori-
da, Probate Division, the address of 
which is 312 Northwest 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, FL 34972. The names 
and addresses of the personal repre-
sentative and the personal represen-
tative’s attorney are set forth below.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate, on 
whom a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served, must fi le their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
   All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must fi le their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA 
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
   NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
   The date of fi rst publication of this 
notice is: August 12, 2012.  
Signed on 7-17-2012
 

CASAUNDRA DEE MORGAN
Personal Representative

5750 Hwy 70 East
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Robert D. Hines
Attorney for Personal Representative
Email: rhines@hnh-law.com
Florida Bar No. 0413550
Hines Norman Hines, P.L.
1312 W. Fletcher Avenue Suite B
Tampa, FL 33612
Telephone: 813-265-0100
423883 ON 8/12,19/2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINETEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

     IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

     Case No.: 2012-DR 01.65 
         Division: DOMESTIC

VICENTA VITE  
     Petitioner
and
ARNULPO MARTINEX
     Respondent.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR
PETITION TO DETERMINE

PATERNITY AND OTHER RELIEF
TO:  ARNULFO MARTINEZ 
       1653 SW 2nd WAY
       OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for PETITION TO DETERMINE FA-
TERNM AND FOR OTHER RELIEE has 
been fi led against you and that you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on  VI-
CENTA VITE Whose address is 3681 
NW 8TH AVENUE #8 OKEECHOBEE 
FL 34974 on or before 30 days of 1st 
publication, and fi le the original with 
the clerk of this Court at Clerk’s ad-
dress)  312 NW 3RD STREET, OKEE-
CHOBEE FL 34972  before service on 
Petitioner or immediately thereafter, 
If you fall to do so, a default may 
be entered against you for the 
relief demanded In the petition.
   Copies of all court documents In 
this case, including orders, are 
available at the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court’s offi ce. You may review these 
documents upon request.
   You must keep the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court’s offi ce notifi ed of your 
current address. (You may fi le Notice 
of Current Address. Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.915.) Future papers In this law-
suit will be mailed to the address on 
record at the clerk’s offi ce.
   WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida 
Family Law Rules of Procedure, re-
quires certain automatic disclosure of 
documents and Information. Failure to 
comply can result in sanctions, Includ-
ing dismissal or striking of pleadings.
    SHARON ROBERTSON
       CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
       BY: /S/ BEATRICE RODRIGUEZ
       Deputy Clerk
424323 ON 8/19,26;9/2,9/2012
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Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice

ACROSS
1 King, queen or

jack
5 URL starter
9 Van Gogh setting

14 Alan of
“M*A*S*H”

15 Davenport’s state
16 Dracula’s title
17 *“Barry Lyndon”

star
19 Singer Lauper
20 Against
21 Used to reach a

high shelf
23 Sodom escapee
26 Armored vehicle
28 Being off target
29 Genesis

mountain
31 Brandy’s music

genre, briefly
33 Under-the-chin

helmet securer
34 Saintly circle
35 Types
39 Suffix with tele-
40 Caesar, e.g. (or

each of the
answers to the
starred clues?)

41 It may be
reserved

42 Heavy drinkers
43 Functions
44 Second longest

African river
45 Deed holder
47 Sea between

Greece and Italy
48 Start of Juliet’s

balcony plea
51 Male heirs
53 Opposite of 

SSW
54 Virgin Mary
56 Poet Silverstein
58 Like the Leaning

Tower
59 *Lead singer of

The Cars
64 Mazda rival
65 Apple computer

since 1998
66 Fairy tale

beginning
67 Dread
68 Turkey meat

choice
69 Fake coin

DOWN
1 Elevator

compartment
2 One of the Khans
3 Nutritional no.
4 “The X-Files”

agent Scully
5 Suggest
6 Wheel alignment

service
7 First coml. airline

to show in-flight
movies

8 Friends
9 Harmony

10 *“Oh, Pretty
Woman” singer

11 Day before mardi
12 __ a happy note
13 Attack, bee-style
18 Ready to serve,

as beer
22 Mortise insert
23 Doesn’t fade
24 Big name in

garden care
25 Medium’s card
27 Adversaries in a

Hoffman/Streep
film

30 *Henry Ford
contemporary

32 “Woe is me!”
34 Siphoning aid

36 Russian
Revolution leader

37 Elena of the
Supreme Court

38 Weapon for
David

40 Sentence that
should be two
sentences

44 Trig function
46 Charged angrily
47 Like pawned

items

48 Nebraska city
49 Boca __
50 Taking too much
52 Sesame Street

grouch
55 Parched
57 Thailand neighbor
60 Britney Spears’s

“__ Slave 4 U”
61 NBC weekend

revue
62 Old French coin
63 Oktoberfest need

By David Levinson Wilk
(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 03/21/11

03/21/11

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword PuzzleREADING A
NEWSPAPER
HELPS YOU
UNDERSTAND
THE WORLD
AROUND YOU.

florida.newszap.com

Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Former Okeechobee High School baseball 
pitching coach and current pitching coach 
for Indian River State College Mark Ward has 
spearheaded an effort to establish a non profi t 
group that will benefi t travel ball for all youth 
sports in Okeechobee County.

He explains that the trend in local sports is 
for kids to specialize in one sport and play all 
year round in an effort to better their chances 
to earn college sports scholarships and im-
prove their skills. The Chobee Athletic Acad-
emy will involve all OHS coaches in teams 
sports like baseball coach Jeff Blackstone, 
softball coach Heather Gillis, football Coach 
Chris Branham, soccer Coach Lonnie Sears, 
basketball coaches Shawn Hays and Erin 
Morrow and volleyball coach Todd Jones.

Ward said the new program will allow 
these high school coaches to assist students 
throughout the year, keep the kids together 
and give them additional choices for recre-
ation.

“I feel this will broaden their scope of op-
portunity and give them a chance to better 
their skills. I think it benefi ts the entire com-
munity,” he added.

Ward invites anyone interested in serving 
on the group’s board of directors to send 
him a resume with letters of reference to 
chobeeathleticacademy@gmail.com.  

He wants to attract athletic-minded citi-
zens and business owners to serve on the 
board. The group would hold one golf tour-
nament and one barbecue dinner per year as 
fundraisers. It would involve all age groups 
from 8 and under up to 18 years old.

He has also hired the legal fi rm Spiegel and 
Utrera P.A. of Miami to develop the non-profi t 
status. He said that would encourage busi-
nesses to donate to the group in part because 
the donations are tax deductible. Scholarships 
will be offered to children in tight fi nancial sit-
uations so they would still be able to play the 
sport they choose. 

Softball will be the fi rst sport and will begin 
play this fall. Anyone interested can contact 
Mr. Ward at 863-634-1722. Coaches involved 
in this endeavor are Russ Brown, Duke Cle-
ments, Lauren Throop, Pam and Brett Mat-
thews, and David Wilson.

The group also would like to hold tourna-
ments in Okeechobee that would help the lo-
cal economy.
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Over 100 Listings

BUCKHEAD BEAUTY REMODEL!  Beautiful 2 Bd/2 Ba CBS, homes only 
area. 1376 SF under air-2172 TLA. Metal roof, tile and hardwood floors, up-
dated bathrooms and kitchen.  Formal dining and living rooms, family room.  
Breezy screen porch overlooks wide canal. Tiki hut right on the water - made 
for entertaining!    Seawall, 2 boat covered boat slip, dock, fish cleaning sta-
tion, and storage shed.  Lovely all the way around!  $150,000 
          Call Holly (863) 532-1778

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

BUYERS ONLY
REALTY CO.

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee, FL 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com

century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave. • Century21okeechobee.com

• Foreclosure Viking 2.50 acres $4,500 • Dixie Ranch 4+/-acres $30,000 • Basswood Lot 124x125 $6,000 Make Offer! 
• 319+/-acres on HWY 441 North $4,000,000 • Viking 6.25+/-acres, pole barn, 2 ponds, electricity close to property 
$23,000 • SOLD Foreclosure 5+/-acres in Viking $11,900

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069

Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104 • Se Habla Español
5015-H: Beautiful Country 
home on 10+/-acres zoned 
Ag. Concrete & brick con-
struction. 2122 SF under 
air/3196 TSF. Island kitch-
en, lg 30x60 barn w/3 stalls 
and workshop, fenced, 
pond, in-wall pest control. 
Too many extras to list! 
$325,000 MLS #205942

1002-H: In town 
4BR/1BA CBS with 
tile/carpet flooring 
throughout. 1342 To-
tal Sq Ft. Nice starter 
house or rental. 
Needs some TLC. 
Make offer! $59,900 
MLS# 206025

1009-H: Oak Park 
2/2 plus small office. 
New carpet and tile in 
screen room, fenced 
back yard, carport and 
storage shed. 1064 un-
der air/1640 total sq ft. 
$68,500 MLS #206095

3007-M: Treasure Island 
Deep Canal Access, Lg 
family rm addition and Mas-
ter rm, deck, seawall, dock, 
boat shed, two sheds, 
CBS att. garage, Tile floors 
kitchen & living rm, new 
roof in 2001. A/C 2 yrs old. 
$69,000 MLS #205854

2001-M: Taylor Creek 
3 bed, 2 bath mobile 
home. Fireplace, car-
port, porch, large shed 
and long paved drive-
way. 1568 under air, 
2548 total sq ft. Make 
an offer! $54,900 MLS 
#206079

5001-H: Okeechobee 
Hammock 3 bedroom, 
2 bath CBS house on 
a large lot. 1,320 Living 
Sq Ft. Great location for 
east coast commuters. 
$115,000 MLS #205917

NEW LISTING

LAKE ACCESS

FORECLOSURE

FORECLOSURE

104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee

863-763-4010
or 

888-874-2945

Lic. RE Broker
Auctioneer# AU2579.

2739 Acre Ranch

 in Eastern 

Okeechobee County

Offered Exclusively by:
The Tucker Group, LLC
Call Brandon Tucker (772) 201-8722

$7,250,000
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OCRA signups to end!
Saturday, Aug. 25, will be the last day to 

sign your child up for football, cheerleading 
and our newly-formed Girls Flag Football, 
ages 7-15. Signups will be held at the score 
tower at the Sports Complex from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. For more information, call 863-634-
0515 or check our website at www.ocras-
ports.com or you can like us on Facebook 
at OCRA Sports.

Bowlers needed for fall leagues
Do you want to bowl on a league this fall? 

Come and join a team at Lucky Lanes Bowl-
ing. Mondays and Tuesdays are Mix Nights 
with a meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 21, at 7 
p.m. Wednesday is Men’s Night, Thursday 
mornings and evening belongs to the ladies. 
For more information, please call Lucky 
Lanes at 863-763-1800.

Youth soccer signups to open
Sign-ups for the Youth Soccer League will 

be through Aug. 31, for youth ages 5-14. 
Registration is $35 per child and is conducted 
at the Parks & Recreation Department, in the 
Sports Complex, Monday-Friday between 
8:30-5 p.m. A birth certifi cate is required at 
registration. The age determination date is 
Dec. 31, 2012. League play will begin Satur-
day, Sept. 29, and end before Christmas. For 
more information, call 863-763-6950.

Coaches, sponsors 
and offi cials needed

The Okeechobee Parks & Recreation De-
partment is seeking coaches, sponsors and 
offi cials for the Youth Soccer League begin-
ning in September. Sign-ups for youth ages 
5-14 are underway. Anyone interested in 
getting involved with the program is asked 
to call the offi ce at 863-763-6950. The offi ce 
is also accepting extra cleats or shin guards 
that are in good condition to give to those 
without equipment. 

Please recycle any unused items by tak-
ing it to the Recreation Department in the 
Sports Complex, Monday-Friday between 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sports news in brief

Non-profi t organization to assist travel sports teams

Gold Tee Winners
Okeechobee Golf and Country Club Gold 

Tee golf scores for Aug. 10 are: in fi rst place 
Dan Birdashaw; in second place, Wally Hall; 
third place, Ray Warren; in fourth place, Har-
ry White; in fi fth place - a tie - Rocky Carbia 
and Howard Shelkie.

O.G. & C.C. Golf Results
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Federally insured 
by NCUA.

Off ers valid as of April 10, 2012. A minimum $5 account is required for membership with MIDFLORIDA and access to these off ers. Off ers are available for a limited time only and may be cancelled without notice. Existing MIDFLORIDA loans and credit cards do not qualify for the incentive or the special advertised Annual 
Percentage Rates (APR). Checking incentive is deposited to new checking account. Loan and credit card incentives will be applied to a MIDFLORIDA Visa Platinum credit card. Other rates and terms are available and are based on credit. Visit midfl orida.com or see an associate for details.
 
1.Anyone who has held a checking account with MIDFLORIDA in the past will not qualify for the $77 incentive. In addition to opening a new checking account, you must accept and open online banking, online bill payment, eStatement, eNotice, direct deposit ($500 minimum which must post within 30 days of account 
opening) and a debit card. For RT4T checking accounts, you must make 5 debit card transactions in the fi rst 30 days in lieu of the direct deposit requirement. Freedom accounts do not qualify for this incentive. Minimum to open is $50.  2. To qualify for the incentive, you must refi nance a loan of $15,000 or more from 
another fi nancial institution. Loans of $5,000 to $14,999 will receive a $100 credit.  3. Incentive is off ered on new credit card accounts only. The introductory Annual Percentage Rate available on balance transfers is valid for the fi rst 12 months on new accounts only. A 1% balance transfer fee will apply. 

START TODAY!

CREDIT 
CARD

GET 
$50 

credit
with a new 

Visa Platinum Credit Card 3

0% Intro APR on balance transfers

No annual fee

FREE 
CHECKING

GET 
$77 

cash

with a new 

FREE checking 
account1

REFI
LOAN

GET 
$200 

credit
with your refi nanced loan

Rates as low as 

2.99%2

APR

MORE POWER TO YOU.
Feeling powerless at your big bank? All banks and credit unions aren’t alike  –  so when it comes to deciding where to bank, take control. 

(863) 467-0188   Toll Free (866) 913-3733
Habla Español  (877) 834-6376

www.midfl orida.com

Earn up to $327 with

                              7 am to 7 pm Drive-thru      
                              and Help Desk Hours 

  Saturday Hours   

 Free Debit Card with Rewards   

  Free Online Banking and Bill Payment ...  
 and More!

plus

Okeechobee Branch
3261 U.S. Highway 441 S 

     10 Year Anniversary   Celebrating our

as
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

With fi ve returning seniors on the squad 
the Okeechobee High School girls volleyball 
program is poised to have another strong 
season and perhaps advance even further 
into post season play.

Coach Todd Jones has nurtured the se-
nior group for many years with Big Lake Ju-
niors volleyball and the high school program 
and knows how talented this group is.

For the past two years the squad has ad-
vanced to post season play and hosted fi rst 
round matches in Okeechobee. They fell last 
year to Venice, and the year before that lost 
to Titusville in a marathon fi ve-game match.

The seniors involved in those matches 
know that they have unfi nished business 
and want to advance to the next level this 
year.

Darby Jones is a four-year player on the 
varsity and she expects the team to progress 
this year due to their experience.

“We’ve played together for many years 
and ever since I was little this was our little 
dream team with all us together. I look for-
ward to the season and I think we have it in 
us to progress further into the post season,” 
she explained.

Kyla Hargraves said the girls are talented 
and experienced and play well together. She 
said the girls know what to expect in every 
match and nothing really catches them by 
surprise.

“We don’t want to settle for second 

place. We want this to be our year and to 
win a district championship. For the seniors 
this is our last chance,” she added.

Krista Ward is another four-year varsity 
player. She is a defensive specialist. She said 
the practices are very intense because all of 
the girls have talent and want to play. She 
also is impressed with some of the younger 
girls like Baylee Farless and Cheyenne Nunez 
who earned spots on the varsity squad.

“The young girls have really proved 
themselves in tryouts and practice. They re-
ally surprised me. I heard some really good 
things about them. I see us having a really 
good season,” she added.

Ward said the thing that separates this 
team from others is the team unity and 
friendships. She also thinks the senior girls 
are very good leaders who set a good ex-
ample.

Her younger sister Lexi will also serve as 
the backup setter on the varsity squad this 
year.

Maci Thomas is another strong veteran. 
She plays volleyball for most of the year with 
the high school team and Big Lake Juniors. 
She keeps motivated to play by her passion 
and her love of the game.

“I’m really proud about being a part of 
the success of our program. Volleyball has 
become really popular and a lot of girls en-
joy the sport in Okeechobee,” she added.

Close to 40 girls tried out for the varsity 
and junior varsity teams this year. Twelve 
girls were selected for varsity and 16 for the 
junior varsity. There was a lot of talent on 

display at tryouts and the decisions about 
who to cut were very diffi cult.

Thomas said her goal is to not lose in the 
fi rst round of the regional. She said the team 
lost a little height at the net but still has an 
opportunity to win districts this year.

Sarah Davis said she is sentimental about 
her senior year. She has played for seven 
years with most of her senior teammates. 
Her plans are to attend Texas A&M and seek 
a career in Agriculture and Animal Science 
and perhaps become a veterinarian.

She has been the team leader in assists 
and the starter at setter. This year she hopes 
to groom Lexi Ward so she can play other 
positions on the court and use her height, 
jumping ability and athleticism.

“I think we’ll be able to overcome our 
loss of height with our defense and passing 
skills. Okeechobee is always the underdog 
no matter what so we just have to stick to-
gether, not have any drama and play like we 
know how to play,” she added.

OHS volleyball team looks forward to strong season

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Sarah Davis plans to lead Okeechobee 
to another great year in volleyball.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Darby Jones watches a teammate dur-
ing a drill at OHS volleyball practice 
this week.
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STK#22225A, 3RD ROW SEATING, 
EXTENDED CAB, IMMACULATE

 $I6,995

2007 FORD EXPEDITION EL LIMITED

STK#24265A
CARRAIGE ROOF, IMMACULATE

 $I4,995

2005 CADILLAC STS

STK#INC
AQUA BLUE, FULL POWER GROUP, ONLY 20K MILES

 $II,995

2006 CHEVROLET IMPALA LTZ

STK#98860Z
POWER GROUP, EXTRA CLEAN

 $I6,995

2010 MAZDA 6i

STK#24214A
CONVERTIBLE, LOADED, SHARP

 $27,995

2008 BMW 328i

STK#98871A
SAVE THOUSANDS, POWER PACKAGE

 $I7,995

2012 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT

STK#98867Z
LEATHER, SUNROOF, IMMACULATE

 $I6,995

2009 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

STK#7311A
FIRST TRADE, LOW MILES, WELL EQUIPPED, LEATHER

 $7,995

2002 BUICK LESABRE CUSTOM

STK#7349C
POWER GROUP, MUST SEE

 $12,995

04 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 2500 LS

STK#98865A
GREAT WORK TRUCK

 $7,995

2005 FORD F-150 XL

STK#6327A
LEATHER, EXCELLENT CONDITION, LOADED

 $7,995

2003 GMC ENVOY SLT

STK#5112
WP CHRYSLER EDITION, TOURING

 $8,995

2006 CHRYLSER SEBRING TOURING

STK#24253A,
AUTO, POWER GROUP, LOW MILES

 $I4,995

 2012 NISSAN SENTRA 2.0

STK#7358A
ONLY 900 MILES, HYBRID

 $24,995

2012 HYUNDAI SONATA HYBRID

STK#24261B, NAVIGATION, LEATHER, 
SUNROOF, LUXURY GROUP

 $33,995

2011 LEXUS ES350

STK#98869Z
LEATHER, LOADED, SUNROOF

 $I6,495

2009 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA SE

STK#5113B
LEATHER, AUTO, CX-L, POWER GROUP

 $9,995

2006 BUICK LUCERNE

STK#98873, 1SG PACKAGE, ONLY 1000 MILES, SAVE THOUSANDS, 
LEATHER, ONSTAR, CAN’T BE TOLD FROM NEW!

 $22,495

2012 BUICK VERANO

STK#98857P, CHROME WHEELS, P/W, P/L, 
TILT, POWER PACKAGE

 $24,995

2012 GMC TERRAIN SLE-2

STK#26322A
POWER GROUP, LT

 $I4,995

2010 CHEVROLET HHR PANEL

SLE-2

ONLY
1,000
MILES

HYBRID

STK#6141B, ALLOYS, PERFORMANCE 
GROUP, POWER PACKAGE

 $I3,495

2008 CHEVROLET HHR SS

SS
PERFORMANCE

ONLY
20K MILES!

ALL OFFER WITH APPROVED CREDIT PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE & FEES. DEALER NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR ALL DETAILS.

888-745-6709
5255 South U.S.1 / Ft. Pierce, FL
rogerdeanbuickgmc.com 

BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT!
NO PROBLEM!

CALL RON K.
Se Habla Español -Ask for Luis or Carlos

U
.S

. 1
U
.S

. 1

BUICKBUICK
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

SHOWROOM OPEN:  MON-THUR  8:30AM-8PM, FRI  8:30AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-6PM
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The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC) has launched a new 
website that makes it easy for citizens who 
spot Florida panthers to share the informa-
tion online.

The site – https://Public.MyFWC.com/
hsc/PantherSightings/ – enables the public 
to report when and where they have seen a 
panther or its tracks and upload photos of the 
sighting.

As recently as the 1970s, the Florida pan-
ther was close to disappearing, with as few 
as 20 animals in the wild. Now there are an 
estimated 100 to 160 adults and sub-adults. 
Sub-adults are panthers that have left their 
mother but are not yet breeding age.

The growing population of this endan-
gered species and its need to roam over large 
areas mean panthers are spreading beyond 
their well-documented south Florida range. 
The FWC has evidence of panther sightings 
throughout Florida and is getting increased 
reports from people lucky enough to have 
photographed a panther or its tracks.

“While it’s encouraging to hear from a 
person who is excited about seeing a Florida 
panther, the FWC has to have specifi c docu-
mentation of the panther sighting to provide 
sound science-based panther management,” 
said Darrell Land, FWC panther team leader. 
“We’ve been receiving a lot of panther pic-
tures from people who use trail cameras, and 
this website makes it easy for them to share 
that information with the FWC.”

FWC researchers will use the reported 
sightings to gain knowledge on the range of 
Florida panthers.

“The comeback of the Florida panther is 
a great example of what coordinated con-
servation efforts can accomplish,” Land 
said. “The FWC is asking people to help 
document how panthers are responding to 
these conservation efforts and where they 
are coexisting with Florida’s 19 million hu-
man residents.”

Learn more about the Florida panther 
at FloridaPantherNet.org/. The site includes 
information about panthers for people of 
different interest levels, including a coloring 
book and activity pages for kids.

FWC asks public to share Florida 
panther sightings, photos on website

Special to the Okeechobee News/FWC
This 3-week-old panther kitten is among 
the rare panthers monitored by FWC.
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