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Jury is spellbound by 
Medical Examiner’s 
testimony in murder trial
By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Dr. Linda Rush-O’Neil, from the District 19 
Medical Examiner’s Offi ce, said Roberta ‘Bob-
bie’ Christensen died as a result of a “gaping 
wound” to her throat that was so deep the ver-
tebrae in her spine were actually injured.

Dr. Rush-O’Neil, who performed the autop-
sy on Mrs. Christensen, told the jury during the 
third day of testimony that despite the many 
other wounds to the woman’s body it was 

the wound to her throat that 
caused her death.

Dale Glenn Middleton, 39, 
is accused of attacking Mrs. 
Christensen in the kitchen of 
her home then dragging her 
to her bedroom where he al-
legedly killed the 49-year-old 
server at the Golden Corral 
Restaurant. Middleton is also 
charged with stealing her 42-

inch LG fl at screen television then selling it for 
$200.

Although the courtroom was still and ev-
eryone was concentrating on Dr. Rush-O’Neil’s 
testimony, soft groans of disbelief could be 
heard when an autopsy photo taken from the  

right side of Mrs. Christensen’s body graphi-
cally depicted the depth of the wound to her
throat.

With Dr. Rush-O’Neil standing in the court-
room and describing the victim’s wounds to
the 12-member jury, Assistant State Attorney
Tom Bakkedahl asked her how many times the
woman was cut across the throat. The doctor
said she couldn’t tell.

Although, she added, she could say there
were at least three passes of a sharp instru-
ment across her throat.

When the prosecutor asked her about the
cutting motion, Dr. Rush-O’Neil testifi ed that
a “sawing-type motion would be consistent”

Woman’s throat cut to the spine
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Special to the Okeechobee News

High fl ying fun
The Okeechobee Model Airplane club hosted a morning of fun and fl ying for the 
employees, their families and children at Real Life Children’s Ranch on July 28. For 
more on the story, see page 14.

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Unlike some meetings of a few years ago, 
the Wednesday, Aug. 1, meeting of the Coun-
ty Coalition for Responsible Management of 
Lake Okeechobee, St. Lucie and Caloosa-
hatchee Estuaries and Lake Worth Lagoon 
at the Okeechobee County Courthouse was 
marked by cordiality and consensus.

The organization is made up of represen-
tatives from Okeechobee, St. Lucie, Martin, 
Lee, Palm Beach, Hendry, Glades, Highlands 
and Osceola counties.

Coalition 
looks at 
condition 
of the dike

See LAKE — Page 5

See TRIAL — Page 10

Roberta
Christensen
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Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line. Unlimited calling for directly dialed, live calls between individuals. Offers 
& coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE is available 
in more than 300 markets in the U.S. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related companies. Used under license. © 2012 Verizon Wireless. FJENF

All phones require a new 2-yr. activation.

Unlimited TALK  
Unlimited TEXT 

Shareable DATA on up to 10 devices

 
 

WITH A VERIZON SMARTPHONE.
Shareable Data means your whole  

family can share all the data they need.

Samsung Galaxy Tab™ 7.7

Buy one 4G LTE Samsung  
smartphone, get 

$50 OFF 
ANY new 4G LTE Samsung tablet

 
Galaxy Nexus by Samsung 

$9999
$149.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.
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Constitution
• Is the Constitution a living document? 

It depends on what you mean by “living.” 
Certainly it can be amended. And it was writ-
ten in broad terms that often allow interpre-
tation to allow for the circumstances of the 
times. But I think the problem people have 
with referring to it as “living” is that some 
who use that term have tried to say it can be 
changed from what the framers of the Con-
stitution originally intended.

• The concept of a “living Constitution” is 
one that is debated by scholars and lawyers 
and probably does not make much sense to 
the average person. Instead of a debate over 
concepts, I think most Americans would 
like to hear what the candidates plan to do 
to improve the economy, both local and na-
tional.

No help?
• In response to the comment in the Fri-

day newspaper from the parent whose 16-
year-old is addicted to pills, he or she said 
they could get no help from the sheriff ’s of-
fi ce except to say the kid could wind up in 
jail. First, it is your job as the parent to get 
your child help. It is not the government’s job 
to provide for your child. You are the parent. 
You should have been teaching the child and 
keeping him away from drugs. And when he 
got into trouble, it was your job to get him 
help. The post said the kid is in rehab and 
that is good, although unless the kid wants 
to change, rehab may not work. An addict 
has to want to change. No one can do that 
for him. I know it is hard when your kid is 
in trouble and you want someone to blame. 
But blaming law enforcement for your kid’s 
problems is not the answer.

Economy
• No one can blame President Obama 

for the way the economy is today in the U.S., 
not after Bush dug a hole for eight years. 

Day of the Cowboy
• I want to thank everyone who helped 

make the Day of the Cowboy a success. It 
was a lot of work I am sure. And those on 
the cattle drive really had a tough, hot day to 
make that ride. They did it to provide some-
thing for this community and they deserve 
our appreciation.

• I think at the Day of the Cowboy some 
of the riders had to go up on the sidewalk 
because the cows they used this year were 
a little more jumpy than in previous years. I 
saw one get away and run down a side street 
and the cowboys had to chase it. Maybe the 
cattle were just trying to get away from the 
heat too. You can’t blame an animal for try-
ing to get out of that hot sun! However, if 
they can keep the horses off the sidewalk in 
the future, that would probably be best be-
cause people walking on the sidewalk had 
to be a little more careful after the horses 
went by.

• The cattle drive down the main street is 
a wonderful sight to see. I am glad my kids 
got to see it. It is like seeing history right in 
front of you. I just wish they would do this 
during a cooler time of year!

“Believe My Words”
By Calvin H. Fryar, pastor
Brighton Baptist Church 

John 5:46—“For had ye believed Moses, 
ye would have believed me: for he wrote of 
me. 47 But if ye believe not his writings, how 
shall ye believe my words?”

Jesus said to the Jewish leaders that they 
must believe His words—but they didn’t. 
They claimed to believe Moses. Jesus ex-
plained that Moses wrote of Him. Therefore, 
how can you believe Moses and not believe 
me?

On an American troopship, the soldiers 
crowded around their chaplain asking, 
“Do you believe in hell?” “I do not,” he an-
swered. “Well, then, will you please resign, 
for if there is no hell, we do not need you, 
and if there is a hell, we do not wish to be 
led astray.” —Christian Beacon 

There are too many people who do not 
know what they believe.

A poor man was examined on the sub-
ject of his faith, as follows: “What do you be-
lieve?” “I believe what the Church believes,” 
he replied. “What then, does the Church be-
lieve?” they questioned. Again, he answered 
them, “The Church believes what I believe.” 
Desperate for a real answer, they continued, 
“Tell me, then, I pray you, what it is which 
you and the Church both believe?” Finally, 
he avoided their question with, “Why, truly, 
sir, the Church and I both believe the same 
thing.” —Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustra-
tions 

Jesus made several recommendations 
to the Jewish leaders who did not believe 
Him:

FIRST, THEY MUST SEARCH THE SCRIP-
TURE—“Search the scriptures; for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 
they which testify of me and ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have life.” (John 
5:39-40).

They were encouraged to study the Bible. 
But they thought they were very familiar 
with the Scripture. They had good reason to 
think this because the Jewish male studied 
the Scripture from his youth—then what 
was the problem? I believe that they, unlike 
old Simeon and Anna, were looking for a 
deliverer but not a Savior. If Jesus had taken 
a sword and said follow Me to establish the 
kingdom, they would have followed.

Dr. Walter L. Wilson tells the story of a 
woman who had attended one of his meet-
ings and waited after the service for spiri-

tual help. When he asked her if she could
quote any part of the Scripture, she said that
she had once learned John 3:16 in Sunday
school. He then asked her to quote it. She
recited: “For God so loved the world that he
gave his only forgotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”

Noticing that she had said “forgotten” for
“begotten,” he said, “Do you know why God
forgot his Son?” She said, “No, I don’t.” And
Dr. Wilson said: “It was because he wanted
to remember you.” Then Dr. Wilson led her
to knowledge of Christ as Savior. —Minis-
ter’s Research Service 

THEN, THEY MUST SEEK THE SAVIOR
who is to be found within the pages of the
scripture. Instead they missed the Savior and
found the King. They could not see their Sav-
ior dying on a cross. But they were to fi nd
the Savior in the writings of Moses and we
must fi nd Him in the Scripture as well—Je-
sus said so!—we must search for Him there.
The Psalmist wrote that we could fi nd Him
in “the volume of the Book: “Then said I, Lo,
I come: in the volume of the book it is writ-
ten of me…”     (Psalms 40:7).

Dr. Alexander Maclaren used to tell of a
man of great intellectual power whom he
longed to win. To do so the famous preacher
preached a whole series of sermons dealing
with intellectual diffi culties. To the doctor’s
delight, the man came shortly afterward and
said he had become a convinced Christian
and he wanted to join the church. Overjoyed,
the doctor said, “And which of my sermons
was it that removed your doubts?”

“Your sermons?” said the other. “It wasn’t
any of your sermons. The thing that set me
thinking was that a poor woman came out
of your church beside me and stumbled on
the steps. When I put out my hand to help
her, she smiled and said ‘thank you’ and then
added, ‘Do you love Jesus Christ my blessed
Savior? He means everything to me.’ I did not
then, but I thought about it. I found I was on
the wrong road. I still have many intellectual
diffi culties, but now He means everything to
me, too.” —Leslie D. Weatherhead

Every book in the Bible is about Jesus.
Even the book of Esther reveals His pres-
ence. The name of God is never mentioned
in Esther but God’s hand is seen protecting
His people there on every page. And when
Moses wrote of Jesus he described him in
the story of Joseph, the Passover Lamb,
tabernacle, the High Priest, the manna, the
water from the rock and the list could go on
and on!
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Public Forum/Speak Out Refl ections from the pulpit
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

Today: Showers and thunderstorms 
likely after noon. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 93. East wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.

Tonight: Scattered 
showers and thunderstorms 
before midnight. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 
73. East wind around 5 
mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 40%.

Extended Forecast
Monday: A 40 percent chance of show-

ers and thunderstorms after 11am. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 92. East wind around 
5 mph. 

Monday night: A 30 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 74. East southeast wind 
around 5 mph. 

Okeechobee Forecast



Okeechobee County Commissioner Frank 
Irby reported that his county was in the early 
stages of developing a public-private part-
nership for the revitalization of Okee-Tantie 
Campground and Marina.

“Martin County is in good shape,” re-
ported Martin County Commissioner Sarah 
Heard. “Our estuaries look good.”

Glades County Commissioner Russell 
Echols, who chairs the coalition, reported 
that work is fi nished on the Harney Pond 
Canal in his county. 

Ingrid Bond, project manager with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE), gave 
an update on the Herbert Hoover Dike. For 
background, she stated that the dike is 143 
miles long and contains fi ve spillway inlets, 
fi ve spillway outlets, nine navigation locks, 
nine pumping stations and 32 culverts.

She said the Herbert Hoover Dike is one of 
the few dams administered by the COE that is 
considered a level 1 risk. Of levels 1 through 
5, level 1 is considered the most likely to fail. 
In response to a question, she stated that the 
number of level 1 dams varies but currently 
there are 16. The Herbert Hoover Dike has to 
compete with all the other level 1 dams for 
funding. Ms. Bond said that in the current fi s-
cal year Congress appropriated $85 million 
for the Herbert Hoover Dike. They are still 
waiting on funding for fi scal year 2013. Typi-
cally, she said, the Herbert Hoover Dike gets 
20 to 25 percent of COE funds allocated for 
damn safety. She said there will be a new 
dam safety report by 2014. 

The COE has divided the dike into seg-
ments called reaches. They have completed 
20.7 miles of cutoff wall in the center of the 
dike in the reach between Port Mayaca and 
Belle Glade. “We have changed our ap-
proach,” Ms. Bond said. We used to have a 
reach-by-reach approach. We want to put 
taxpayers money on projects that are most 
at risk.” 

Now Ms. Bond said the emphasis is on 
replacing culverts which she said COE iden-
tifi es as a higher priority. However, she said 
the reach 1 cutoff wall project will be com-
pleted to Bell Glade. Construction is cur-
rently under way to replace culverts 1 and 
1A near Moor Haven as well as culverts 11 
and 16 near Port Mayaca. The COE is in the 
process of abandoning culverts 7 and 9 and 
the Taylor Creek culvert, all in Okeechobee 
County. 

“We are working with a schedule for cul-
vert replacement,” she said. The progress of 
the work relies on many factors including 
funding from Congress. She said the order of 
culvert replacement has to do with access. 
“Everything has to be done on the federal 
right of way.”

Commissioner Echols expressed con-
cern about not being informed of the shift 
in emphasis from dike rehabilitation to cul-
vert replacement. “It seems the game plan 
changes and we aren’t kept up to date,” he 
said. 

Calvin J. Neidrauer, chief engineer of 
South Florida Water Management District’s 
(SFWMD) Water Control Operations Bu-
reau, gave an update on water conditions. 

He said that district-wide, among the 16 
South Florida Counties comprising SFWMD, 
rainfall for the current rainy season through 

July 30 is about 6 percent above average. He 
said Lake Tohopekaliga and Lake Istokpoga 
are at regulation schedule. Lake Kissimmee 
is below regulation schedule. However, that 
lake has been supplying water for the Kis-
simmee River restoration. 

The wet season began earlier this year 
on May 8. Therefore, water conservation ar-
eas south of the lake fi lled up quickly. Mr. 
Neidrauer said that water from those areas is 
being sent to tide to make more storage area 
for future rains this rainy season. 

Currently, at just over 12 feet, Lake 
Okeechobee is in the benefi cial use band of 
the Lake Okeechobee Regulations Schedule 
(LORS) used by the COE and no releases are 
called for. However, the Adaptive Protocol, 
a document used by SFWMD that interprets 
the LORS for environmental purposes, called 
for pulse releases to the Caloosahatchee Es-
tuary in May, June and July. Currently the 
Adoptive Protocol does not call for releases 
because basin runoff is suffi cient to main-
tain salinity. 

Mr. Neidrauer said Lake Okeechobee has 
99 active snail kite nesting areas in 2012—
the highest number since record keeping 
began in 1992.

While predictions about the current rainy 
season are uncertain, he said predictions for 
the coming dry season are for above-normal 
rainfall.

“It is a delicate balance and there is a lot 
of competition for water.” Mr. Neidrauer said 
of the process of regulating the lake level. 

Commissioner Echols called for goals 
for next year. He asked that staff work with 
the individual members and put that item 
on the agenda for the September meeting. 
He noted there are many differences among 
the counties represented and he suggested 
they concentrate on areas where they are in 
agreement in formulating goals.   

Martin County Commissioner Sarah 
Heard called for more substantive discus-
sion on the health of the lake.

Hendry County Commissioner Karson 
Turner suggested sending two representa-
tives of the coalition to Washington to lobby 
for their causes.

It was the consensus of the group to in-
vite all 16 counties served by SFWMD to the 
December meeting.

Commissioner Echols said his constitu-
ents were disgruntled about unfi nished 
projects. “Let’s get something completed 
instead of a lot of projects on the board,” 
he said, suggesting long-term leases for SF-
WMD property that will not be used in the 
near future. 

“We all get frustrated with projects not 
being completed,” added Commissioner 
Heard. 

The coalition then passed a resolution 
seeking continued funding for the C44 reser-
voir and stormwater treatment area project 
on the St. Lucie Canal to ensure its comple-

tion. 
Michelle McGovern of U.S. Senator Bill 

Nelson’s offi ce told the coalition that the 
senator is trying to fi nd funding for the state 
to help with their projects and also assisting 
with grants.

“We are all in this together,” asserted 
Paul Gray of the Audubon Society of Florida. 
“What happens in one part of the system af-
fects another.” He noted that two third of the 

marsh area of the lake is dry right now due, 
in part, to LORS. He said the lake level is kept 
down because of the condition of the dike. 
He said the Audubon Society was in favor of 
fi xing the dike as quickly as possible. Until 
then he said it would help if all parties con-
cerned would be as fl exible as possible. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

LAKE
Continued From Page 1
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Federal Lawsuit & Investigation 
Dawn Willis vs. Sheriff Paul May & T. J. Brock 

Fed. Dist. Ct. Case No. 11-23765

• We are investigating allegations of sexual misconduct against
 inmates and members of your community. 
• Anyone with information concerning this lawsuit or these allegations 
should contact us immediately. 

Call Investigator Gary at (888) 579-3639 or 
Call Attorney Matthew at (305) 379-0305 or 

Visit our website: www.Sarelson.com

Saturday, August 11, 2012 • 10am - 2pm

Lucy Look-Alike Contest at the 
band tent 12:30pm — 1ST, 2ND and 3RD prizes! 

Cost: $6 per person 
Children 6 and under FREE!

DaVi Nails
Full Service Nail Salon

2101 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
(863) 763-6488 • English and Español

Also located inside Wal-Mart

Under New Management

Back to School
Specials

Offer good 
through 

August 31

$20 
special

on French 
Tips

Reg. $30

$30 
special

on French 
Mani & Pedi

Reg. $40

Amy Barber is HAPPY to be BACK 
at 

A Barber’s Barber Shop & Salon
Shop Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 8 am to 4 pm  

863-801-4552
Ashley Furniture Plaza, Okeechobee(Next to Zippy’s Wings)
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Euchre Club of Okeechobee 
needs players

The Euchre Club of Okeechobee 
needs players! Even if you haven’t played 
euchre in a while, but want to brush up 
or learn, consider coming to the club ses-
sions. Call John for more information at 
863-357-0803. The club plays on Mondays 
and Thursday at 6 p.m. at the VFW on 
Hwy. 441 SE.
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

William ‘Bill’ Earl, 85
OKEECHOBEE — William ‘Bill’ Earl, passed 

away Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2012, in The Tidewell 
Hospice House, Ar-
cadia, Fla. 

He was born 
March 11, 1927 in 
Erie, Pa. He proudly 
served in the United 
States Navy during 
the WWII confl ict in 
the Pacifi c. He had 
been a resident of 
Okeechobee since 
1969 and was a 
maintenance fore-
man for 
South Florida Water Management for 
23 years. He was a member of the American Le-
gion and loved to fi sh.

He is preceded in death by his wife, Elizabeth 
Earl; and a brother, Robert Earl. 

He is survived by his son, Phillip Roman (Me-
lissa) of Jacksonville, Fla; daughter, Patricia Col-
lins (Bruce) of Arcadia, Fla; six grandchildren, 
Phillip Roman, Christi Roman-Puga, Byron 
Hurst, Lauren Conley, Jaclyn Hebel, Seth Col-
lins; four great-grandchildren; two brothers, Jim 
Earl (Cheri) of Citrus Springs, Fla., and Gene 
Earl (Cindy) of Sarasota; and one sister, Rita 
Burress (Durwood) Union City, Pa.

Graveside services will be held at 11 a.m. Mon-
day, Aug. 6, 2012 in Evergreen Cemetery with 
Pastor Don Leon offi ciating. In lieu of fl owers 
memorial contributions may be made to Tide-
well Hospice & Palliative Care, 919 North Arca-
dia, Florida 34266.

Friends may sign the guest book at www.Bas-
sOkeechobeeFH.com. All arrangements are en-
trusted to the loving care of Bass Okeechobee 
Funeral Home and Crematory, 205 N.E. Second 
Street, (863) 763-2111.

IMPORTANT ELECTION INFORMATION
Please take a few minutes to review this information
to make sure you are an informed voter.  If you have

questions, please call the Elections Office (763-4014) or
email us at elections@voteokeechobee.com.  

 
1. EARLY VOTE
    Early Vote Dates:  Sunday, August 5th – Saturday, August 11th
    Hours:  8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.   One Location: Elections Office

2. ADDRESS AND/OR NAME CHANGES
    You can make an address or name change up to and including Elec-  
    tion Day.  Contact us at –763-4014  or elections@voteokeechobee.com 
    Making changes before Election Day will save you time when you go     
    to vote.

3. NEW VOTER CARDS MAILED TO ALL VOTERS
 All voters were mailed new voter registration cards.  If you did not 
 receive one, contact the Elections Office immediately at – 763-4014   

    or elections@voteokeechobee.com

4. VOTE BY MAIL
 Vote at home by absentee ballot.  Contact us by phone or website     
 – 763-4014 or www.voteokeechobee.com 

5. UNIVERSAL PRIMARY RACES
    Three universal races will be on everyone’s ballot.  Voters may vote     
    any race that is on their ballot.   ALL VOTERS REGARDLESS OF PARTY 
    AFFILIATION CAN VOTE IN THESE RACES:
    District 3, County Commissioner, District 5, County Commissioner,
    and District 2, School Board.  The winner of each of these three races 
    will be elected on August 14th.          

Obituaries
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OCRA plan August meeting
OCRA will hold the August monthly 

meeting on Monday, Aug. 6 at 6 p.m. at the 
sports complex. This meeting will be about 
the upcoming football season Anyone in-
terest is invited to attend. For information, 
please call 863-634-0515. 

Teacher In-Service
Workshop planned

On Aug. 7, “Archaeology in the Class-
room” Teacher In-Service Workshop will 
be held from 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the 
Okeechobee Library. This class is free and 
qualifi es for CEUs and is sponsored by The 
Florida Public Archaeology Network.

Eagles to host Dinner Night
Cypress Hut Eagles will serve pot roast 

dinner on Tuesday, Aug. 7, at 5:30 p.m. All 
proceeds go to charities. For more informa-
tion please call 863-467-1154.

Early Learning Coalition 
meeting planned

Okeechobee Provider/Advisory meet-
ing is set for Wednesday, Aug. 8, at noon. 
Oakview Baptist Church, 677 SW 32nd 
Street, Building B (using West doors), 
Okeechobee. 

Benefi t fi shing tourney 
planned for Ramsey family

A benefi t saltwater fi shing tournament is 
being planned for Saturday, Aug. 11, start-
ing at 6 a.m. at Palm Beach Inlet. Proceeds 
to help and assist the Ramsey family. Ricky 
Ramsey was killed in July in an airboat ac-
cident. He leaves behind two young chil-
dren. Only $100 per boat entry fee, four an-
glers in each boat. A “Captain’s” meeting is 
planned for 6 p.m. on Aug. 10 at Renegades 
Nightclub. Vendor, volunteers and sponsor 
opportunities still available. Over $5,000 in 
cash and prizes. A barbecue and silent auc-
tion and awards ceremony are also planned 
for Aug. 11, at 5 p.m. at the Moose Lodge 
2010. Call for more information at 561-719-
9517 Holly. 

Freedom Outreach fi shing 
tournament

The fi nal Freedom Outreach fi shing tour-
nament will be held on Sunday, Aug. 12, 
and the championship is to be held on Sept. 
9 ($120). The $80 (cash only) entry fee in-
cludes the big fi sh pot and championship 
fund. You must have fi shed at least four tour-
naments to be in the championship event! 
All tournaments will be held at Okee-Tantie 
Marina Boat Ramp from safe light until 2 
p.m. Food and drinks free at weigh in. Pease 
call 561-719-5989 or 863-634-8127 to register 
or with questions.

American Legion Ladies
Auxiliary meeting change

The scheduled meeting for the American 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary Unit 64, has been 
changed from Tuesday, Aug. 14 to Wednes-
day, Aug. 15. at 6 p.m.

Pet Day event announced
Tractor Supply Okeechobee is hosting a 

pet day on Aug. 18. Our rescue will be there 
to show off some of our beautiful available 
pets for adoption, We will be there from 9 
a.m. until. Please drop by to support your lo-
cal Humane Society.

Eagles host corn
hole tournament

Come to Eagles North, 9985 Hwy. 441 
North,, on Aug. 25, for a corn hole tourna-
ment. Sign up early! There will be payout on 
fi rst and second place. For more information, 
call 863-763-2552. Cost is $10 per player, $20 
per Team. All proceeds go to the F.O.E. 4137 
community benefi t fund. The Aerie will also 
offer hamburgers, hotdogs and side dishes.

B.R.A.T. Club to present
Labor Day parade

The B.R.A.T Club Presents the 2012 Labor 
Day Parade. The parade will be held on Mon-
day, Sept. 3.You can get more information
by emailing Teresa Chandler at tchandler@
wm.com or by searching the events calen-
dar at: http://okeechobeebusiness.com

Call to artists for next 
city mural project

Okeechobee Main Street is seeking a 
qualifi ed mural artist to paint two large mu-
rals in downtown Okeechobee on the Car-
Quest building located on State Road 70. 
Please contact Bridgette Waldau for artist’s 
informational packet and application at 863-
467-7300 or e-mail at bridgette.art@gmail.
com. Deadline for submission of application 
with proposal is Aug. 15.

Church to host 
special service

Come hear a stirring and spiritual mes-

sage this Sunday, Aug. 5, by Pastor Jim Mc-

Cutchen on the subject, “How to handle 

tragedy,” a response the Colorado Massacre. 

This message will be helpful in dealing with 

the troubles of life when we ask the ques-

tion “Why.” The Okeechobee Christian 

Church services are at 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Morning located on 3055 SE Terrace.

Eagles to host Bingo 
Cypress Hut Eagles will hold fi ve card 

bingo on Sunday, Aug 5, at 3 p.m. All pro-

ceeds go to charity. For more information 

please call 863-467-1154.

Community Events
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301 N.E. 19th Drive (Across from the old hospital) 112 South W. C. Owens Ave.

Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer, but more than 98 percent 
of skin cancers can be cured with early detection. Schedule your skin check 
today if:

You’ve ever spent time in the sun for work or play
You have a spot on your skin that has changed 

  shape or color
You have a spot that bleeds and never seems to heal

Most insurance accepted, including Medicare and Medicaid

Need
EXTRA MONEY?

107 SW 17th St • Suite D

Inquire Within

NO PHONE CALLS

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m. 
Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

Okeechobee 
Livestock Market 

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee 
(863) 763-3127

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING

Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Fri., Aug. 3RD - 
Thurs., Aug. 9TH

For Info, Call 763-7202
I: “BATMAN”

Fri. 7:00 & 10:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. 
& Thurs. 2:00 & 7:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

II: “TOTAL RECALL”
Fri. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

PG-13

III: “DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: DOG DAYS”
Fri. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

PG-13

PG
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Livestock Market Report

Slaughter cows were dollars 

higher this week with a few cows in 

the 90s. Calf prices looked to be a 

little stronger on Tuesday especially 

on front-end heavier calves. Marsh 

Cattle, Okeechobee; Adams Ranch, 

Ft. Pierce; Commercial Ranch, Med-

ley; and, Brown Ranch, Miami, all 

topped the calf market with a high 

of $2.65, bought by Foy Reynolds 

& Terry Bomhak. Monroe Arnold, 

Okeechobee, topped the cow mar-

ket with a high of $95, bought by 

Central Beef.

Make plans for our heifer sale 

and bull sales in October.

Todd

Upcoming August blood drives
When you need blood you assume it will 

be there for you. But are you aware that only 
4 percent of the U.S. population actually do-
nates blood? All blood used at Raulerson is 
derived from Florida’s Blood Centers, The 
Big Red Bus will be in Okeechobee on the 
following dates:

• Tuesday, Aug 7 – Raulerson Hospital, 
noon to 5 p.m.

• Friday, Aug. 10 – Okee Health Depart-
ment, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, 1 to 5 p.m.

• Thursday, Aug. 16 – Okee Correctional 
Inst., public invited, noon to 5 p.m.

• Friday, Aug. 17 – Walgreen’s, 1 to 6 
p.m.

• Monday, Aug. 20 – Publix, 3 to 7 p.m.
• Saturday, Aug. 25 – Wal Mart, 11 a.m. 

Mortgage Assistance for 
unemployed or underemployed

The federal government has allocated 

funding to help qualifi ed Florida families 

to pay the fi rst mortgage on their homes 

through the Hardest Hit Help program. Assis-

tance may be given for 12 months, and/or to 

re-instate a delinquent fi rst mortgage. Loans 

will be “forgiven” in 5.5 years after complet-

ing the program. To fi nd out if you qualify, 

please come to a meeting at the Chamber 

of Commerce of Okeechobee County, 55 S. 

Parrott Ave. at 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. on Thurs-

day, Aug. 9.

You can register by calling Okeechobee 

Non-Profi t Housing at 863-467-5525. You 

may also visit the HHF web site at www. 

FLHardestHitHelp.org and use the Refer-

ral code 85087 so you can be assisted by 

ONPH.

News in Brief



The road to life long health begins with breastfeeding. In August of 1990 
the World Health Organization (WHO) declared Aug. 1-7, to be World Breast-
feeding Week.

 The WHO supports and promotes breastfeeding with research to prove 
that breastfeeding an infant for the fi rst six months of life has substantial 
health benefi ts. 

These benefi ts include the reduction of 
infantile ear infections, digestive disorders, 
SIDS, asthma and other respiratory condi-
tions. Also, mothers that breastfeed have 
substantial benefi ts that include the reduced 
chances of breast and ovarian cancer and 
the other chronic diseases.

Even with the many known benefi ts of 
breastfeeding mothers cannot be success-
ful without proper breastfeeding support. 
Support from their families, health care pro-
viders, government entities, employers and 
communities are essential to be successful 
with breastfeeding. An example of a com-
munity supporter of breastfeeding is the 
WIC program. 

The WIC program located at the 
Okeechobee County Health Department 
promotes and supports breastfeeding by 
providing prenatal breastfeeding classes and 
one-on-one support from trained peer coun-
selors available to breastfeeding moms and 
infants. The WIC program’s goal is to give 
every mom the chance to give their infant 
the Gold Standard of nutrition to begin the 
road to life long health.

As World Breastfeeding Week begins re-
member the many health benefi ts of breast-
feeding and encourage mothers to breast-
feed their infants. Also, use the community 
programs, like the WIC program, to increase 
your knowledge of breastfeeding and fi nd 
the one-on-one support through trained 
peer counselors. This fi rst week of August 
make a difference by supporting and pro-
moting breastfeeding in your community. 

For more information, please contact 
Shonda Flores at the WIC offi ce 863-462-
5814.
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EMERGENCIES DON’T WAIT FOR APPOINTMENTS.

Our Emergency Rooms wait times 
are consistently shorter than the 

national average.

We treat kids too.

The Right Care, Right Here, Right Now!

Take comfort in knowing that if a patient does require 
alternative, specialized treatment, we have an 
immediate and seamless transfer process with our 

sister HCA facilities in the Treasure Coast:

Lawnwood Regional Medical Center & Heart Institute
and St. Lucie Medical Center.
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When an adult child must step in to assist their 
mother or father with everyday activities like fi -
nancial matters, medical issues and taking care 
of the house, traditional parent/child roles are 
reversed—often causing anxiety for both parties 
involved.

People are living longer than ever before and 
Mental Health America reports that nearly half of 
all Americans between 45 and 55 years old have 
living parents and children under the age of 21. 
Dealing with your own busy schedule while help-
ing your aging parents can be stressful, even if 
they do not live with you.

Caring for your parents isn’t easy, but the fol-
lowing tips may help ease the burden:

1. Know your parents’ doctors, medications, 
and medical history. Keep a list of your parents’ 
doctors’ phone numbers handy and keep a chart 
that lists which medications and dosages should 
be taken throughout the day. Remind them to 
schedule and keep all necessary doctors’ appoint-
ments (or schedule them yourself) and help them 
fi nd a system that reminds them to take their 
medications. If you aren’t with your parents con-
tinuously, a divided pill tray with slots for times of 
day is a good way to ensure that medications are 
taken at the right time.

2. Help with chores and projects around the 
house. If your elderly parents still live alone, even 
light chores like vacuuming, dusting and taking 
out the trash can become tough. Help them clean 
each week or hire someone to take this on. Many 
cleaning services are reasonably priced.

3. Watch their fi nances. Paying bills and doing 
taxes isn’t easy for most people, particularly se-

nior citizens that may not understand or even use 
modern-day features like debit cards and online 
banking. Help take care of your parents’ fi nances 
to ensure they aren’t overspending and be sure to 
read the fi ne print when fi lling out forms and ap-
plications. Be aware that many people do not like 
to talk about their money with relatives, especially 
if they are having fi nancial problems.

4. Make sure they are eating healthy meals. 
Good nutrition is important at any age, but it’s not 
uncommon for seniors to skip meals to save mon-
ey, forget to eat, or eat snacks instead of proper 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. If possible, help 
your parents grocery shop and stock their pan-
try with healthy foods that are easy to prepare. A 
meal delivery program, such as Senior Services, 
may be able to bring food to your parents if you’re 
not able to do so.

5. Don’t be afraid to ask for help. Working 
and taking care of your children can make help-
ing your aging parents even harder. Your parents 
may not be ready to live in a nursing home, yet still 
need more help than you can provide. They may 
be resistant at fi rst, but the Family Caregiver Alli-
ance offers a wealth of information about hiring 
in-home help for seniors.

Raulerson Hospital understands that seniors 
have special needs. If you’re worried about a par-
ent’s health, our free Consult-A-Nurse® service is 
a great reference whenever you have questions. 
Our registered nurses can answer health-related 
questions and help you schedule an appointment 
with a physician for your loved one. Contact Con-
sult-A-Nurse for a healthcare question or physi-
cian referral at 863-763-9228.

5 tips for helping an aging parent

Special to the Okeechobee News/OSS

Seniors exercise class
Come join the fun every tuesday at noon at Okeechobee Se-
nior Services for free exercise classes for seniors 60 and over 
and walk away the pounds at the Okeechobee Senior Services 
building, 1019 W.S. Park Street. For more information call 863-
467-5180.

WHO promotes breastfeeding



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The yellow ribbons tied around the palm 
trees in front of the Okeechobee Church of 
the Nazarene tell the story. Their new pas-
tor, Rev. John Weller, recently returned from 
Kuwait where he served 188 days active duty 
as an Air Force Reservist. He was wing chap-
lain supervising a staff of seven. 

When Rev. Weller was called as pastor 
of the Okeechobee church, he already had 
orders for Kuwait. However, he said the 
church was very patient. It was seven weeks 
after he became pastor at Okeechobee that 
he had to leave for military duty. 

“I just love people and the opportunity 
to serve wherever I can,” he said. Being a 
reservist gives him the opportunity to serve 
beyond the local area of his pastorate. “I 
believe I have the best of two worlds,” he 
said. Rev. Weller enjoyed the opportunity 
to circulate around the base and meet and 
encourage military personnel. One of his ac-
complishments was to start a chaplains’ and 

chaplain’s assistant dinner every Friday night 
where they could meet together for encour-
agement. 

Rev. Weller has been favorably impressed 
with Okeechobee during his short time here. 
“I think there are great opportunities for 
ministry in Okeechobee,” he asserted. “My 
goal it to reach out to the people and accept 
them where they are.”  

Rev. Weller and his wife, who teaches at 
Peace Lutheran Pre-School, are the parents 
of three grown children. 

He has 30 years as a minister and 23 
years as a chaplain in the Air Force Reserves 
where he holds the rank of lieutenant colo-
nel. Rev. Weller grew up in Fort Lauderdale 
where he said his parents moved to escape 
the snow of the mid-Atlantic region. Ironi-
cally as a boy growing up in Fort Lauderdale 
he dreamed of working for the post offi ce 
and living in Okeechobee because he likes 
to fi sh. Rev. Weller said he had not fi shed in 
many years however, he added, “I will be 
picking it up again.” 

He attended Trevecca Nazarene College 

in Nashville and Nazarene Theological Semi-
nary in Kansas City, Mo. Before coming to 
Okeechobee Rev. Weller served churches in 
West Palm Beach, Dover, Del, Leesburg, and 
Sarasota.

Rev. Weller has also served as police and 
hospital chaplain. Previous military deploy-
ments have taken him to France, Germany, 
England and to Kuwait once before, He was 
also part of the military response team in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Andrew. 

Rev. Weller said his most recent deploy-
ment may be his last.

While in Kuwait, he was able to commu-
nicate, via computer, once a month with the 
church leaders in Okeechobee.

His churches have always been support-
ive of his military duties. Rev. Weller has al-
ways had a friend or a supply preacher to fi ll 
in for him while he was on active duty.   

As a reservist Rev. Weller now holds the 
position of reserve wing chaplain at McDill 
Air Force Base where he drills one Friday 
and Saturday a month. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com
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Okeechobee 
Christian Academy

th Grade

th th

Now Offered

“Inspiring a generation to love Christ 
and impact the world”

BILL SHERMAN 
FOR

PROPERTY APPRAISER
OF OKEECHOBEE

PROVEN ABILITY THROUGH PAST PERFORMANCE
*Experience    
* 43 years in Appraisal Work  
* 38 years in Property Appraiser’s Office 
* 5 years as a Fee Appraiser   
* 5 years as a review appraiser  
* 21 years continuous as Property Appraiser
* 43 years Administration Experience   

*Education    
* Coursework by Society of Real Estate
   Appraisal    
* Coursework by International Association of 
   Assessing Officers   
* C.F.A. Designation: Certified Florida 
   Appraiser   
* Over 480 Hours of Continuing Education 
* University of Florida 1954-1955  

OKEECHOBEE NEWS HEADLINE, FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2007
“UTILITIES FORCED TO PAY UP”

“COUNTY WINS PROPERTY TAX SUITS OVER UTILITY GIANTS”
“OKEECHOBEE COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER BILL SHERMAN”

*Committed 

When I ran for election in 1992 I promised a fair impartial assessment for 
all taxpayers from larger corporations to vacant land owners.  As a result of 
that commitment I have been sued by some of the largest corporations in 
Okeechobee.  Our success in those litigations have resulted in additional 
tax revenue for the County and School Board.

I ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT ON AUGUST 14th TO CONTINUE 
THAT COMMITMENT.

RE-ELECT RE-ELECT

Paid by W.C. Sherman, Republican, For Property Appraiser
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Local pastor returns from overseas deployment

Road closure to delay motorists
Construction work will begin Monday, Aug. 6, on the southern end of S.W. 87th Ter-

race. Motorists can expect delays for a few days. Then the road will be closed to traffi c. 
Motorists will then have to take S.W. 67th Drive to reach S.W. Ninth Street. Motorists will 
still have access to S.W. Second Street and S.W. Fifth Lane from the northern end of S.W. 
87th Terrace. The entire project will take 90 days. However, the road is not expected to 
be closed for the entire 90 days.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Rev. John Weller, the new Pastor of the 
Okeechobee Church of the Nazarene, 
is also a lieutenant colonel in the Air 
Force Reserves. He recently returned 
from 188 days of active duty in Ku-
wait.



with the neck wound.
The assistant medical examiner went on 

to testify that because Mrs. Christensen’s 
blood loss was so major, she would have 
been rendered unconscious in 10 to 20 sec-
onds. Death, she continued, would have 
come in minutes.

Mr. Bakkedahl then asked her if, in her 
opinion, Mrs. Christensen was unconscious 
before her throat was cut.

“There is nothing to lead me to believe 
that she was rendered unconscious prior to 
the gaping wound to her throat,” replied Dr. 
Rush-O’Neil.

Among the other wounds suffered by 
Mrs. Christensen were stab wounds to both 
sides of her neck, her upper chest, behind 
her right ear and to her lower back. There 
were also several defensive wounds to her 
hands and arms.

She also had bruising to her forehead 
and to the right side of her face.

The bruising on her right cheek was ap-
parently caused by someone standing or 
“stomping” on her face.

Mr. Bakkedahl asked the doctor if the 
bruising on the woman’s forehead, just over 
her right eye, could have been caused by 
someone standing behind her and putting 
their arm around her head to hold her. The 

doctor replied that action 
would be consistent with 
the injury.

During the Aug. 3 morn-
ing session, the jury also 
heard from a DNA expert 
from the District 19 Crime 
Lab in Fort Pierce, as 
well as an expert on shoe 
prints.

Forensic biologist Leslie 
Perrone told the jury she was able to pin-
point the source of DNA taken from a blood 
drop on a Wolverine boot reportedly owned 
by Middleton. That DNA, she told Mr. Bakke-
dahl, was solely Mrs. Christensen’s—exclud-
ing an identical twin.

Ms. Perrone told the prosecutor there are 
approximately 7 billion people on earth, but 
Mrs. Christensen’s DNA is one out of 1 qua-
drillion and 875 trillion.

When cross examined by defense at-
torney Thomas Garland, Ms. Perrone said 
she could not tell how that blood got on 
the boot or who left it there. She also said 
she tested scrapings from underneath Mrs. 
Christensen’s fi ngernails but found nothing.

During his cross examination of Gar-
rett Wade Fowler on Thursday, Middleton’s 
roommate, Mr. Garland got Fowler to admit 
that he had worn Middleton’s boots to work. 
At times, Fowler admitted, he even wore 
Middleton’s clothes.

Another expert from the crime lab, Mark 
Chapman, told the jury Friday morning how 

he matched a bloody shoe print left on a 
paycheck stub in Mrs. Christensen’s bed-
room to one of Middleton’s boots.

With the sole of the left boot displayed 
on a large screen in the middle of the court-
room, Mr. Chapman pointed to two small 
areas near the outer edge of the sole where 
parts of the tread was missing. He then made 
an overlay of that sole and placed it over the 
shoeprint left on the check stub.

When Mr. Bakkedahl put that image up 
on the screen the jury could easily see the 
two “void areas” on the sole of the Wolver-
ine boot.

That same print, testifi ed Mr. Garland, 
was consistent with the shoeprint left on the 
right cheek of Mrs. Christensen.

Testimony will continue Monday, Aug. 6.

TRIAL
Continued From Page 1
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“The future of 
OUR COMMUNITY 

relies upon strong 
leadership. With your

 support, I will continue to 
work for YOU!”

Re-Elect
Margaret Garrard Helton

County Commissioner 
Democrats & Republicans will be able 

to vote for me in the Primary Election on 
Tuesday, August 14. 

Paid by Margaret Garrard Helton, Republican for County Commissioner
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Dale
Middleton

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A local woman avoided falling for a scam 
in which she supposedly won $2.8 million 
by remembering the numerous warnings is-
sued by an Okeechobee detective.

Detective Bill Saum, of the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), said the 
woman got a call Monday, July 30, inform-
ing her that she had won the money from 
Publisher’s Clearinghouse. She was told that 
she would be receiving a check for $5,000 
and that she should pay her $800 import tax 
out of that money.

The OCPD investigator asked that the 
woman’s identity be withheld.

The caller then gave her two “briefcase 
codes.” These codes, said the detective, 
were to be used to open the two briefcases 
containing her winnings.

“We all know Publisher’s Clearinghouse 
shows up with that big, fancy check,” said 
Detective Saum.

By now, he added, the woman knew this 
was a scam.

“She said she knew this was a fraud be-
cause she remembered reading about this 
in the newspaper,” explained the detective, 
who got a call from the woman. “She told 
me she would normally have hung up but, 

instead, she started taking down notes.”
The woman told the investigator the 

caller ID on her telephone indicated the call 
came from Jamaica. The number, he said, 
was 876-850-0518.

After listening to the man’s spiel for a 
few minutes, the woman told the caller she 
knew this was a scam and for him to take her 
name off his list. She then told the caller she 
was going to call local law enforcement.

“The man told her she won because she 
paid her bills on time this month—like he 
would know that,” the detective scoffed. 
“He’s scaring people by making them be-
lieve he knows everything.

“The whole thing is so ludicrous. Certain-
ly, Publisher’s Clearinghouse is not going to 
know if I paid my bills on time,” he added.

Several times Detective Saum has called 
this newspaper to warn residents about 
scams being perpetrated in Okeechobee. 
But, he said, this is the fi rst call he’s had re-
garding Publisher’s Clearinghouse and origi-
nating from Jamaica.

“Remember,” continued the detective, 
“you do not have to pay to win.”

Detective Saum went on to say the wom-
an told him she appreciated the fact “that 
she was warned about these scams in the 
newspaper.”

Woman heeds warnings; avoids scam

Foster parents needed - Free training program
Hibiscus Children’s Center Foster Care Program recruits, trains and licenses all the 

traditional Foster Parents in St. Lucie, Martin and Indian River and Okeechobee Counties. 

The required 30 hour (MAPP) classes are held one evening a week or on Saturdays and 

are free. For additional information about becoming a Foster Parent or to register for a 

class please call: 1-800-403-9311 ext. 415.
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Federally insured 
by NCUA.

Off ers valid as of April 10, 2012. A minimum $5 account is required for membership with MIDFLORIDA and access to these off ers. Off ers are available for a limited time only and may be cancelled without notice. Existing MIDFLORIDA loans and credit cards do not qualify for the incentive or the special advertised Annual 
Percentage Rates (APR). Checking incentive is deposited to new checking account. Loan and credit card incentives will be applied to a MIDFLORIDA Visa Platinum credit card. Other rates and terms are available and are based on credit. Visit midfl orida.com or see an associate for details.
 
1.Anyone who has held a checking account with MIDFLORIDA in the past will not qualify for the $77 incentive. In addition to opening a new checking account, you must accept and open online banking, online bill payment, eStatement, eNotice, direct deposit ($500 minimum which must post within 30 days of account 
opening) and a debit card. For RT4T checking accounts, you must make 5 debit card transactions in the fi rst 30 days in lieu of the direct deposit requirement. Freedom accounts do not qualify for this incentive. Minimum to open is $50.  2. To qualify for the incentive, you must refi nance a loan of $15,000 or more from 
another fi nancial institution. Loans of $5,000 to $14,999 will receive a $100 credit.  3. Incentive is off ered on new credit card accounts only. The introductory Annual Percentage Rate available on balance transfers is valid for the fi rst 12 months on new accounts only. A 1% balance transfer fee will apply. 

START TODAY!

CREDIT 
CARD

GET 
$50 

credit
with a new 

Visa Platinum Credit Card 3

0% Intro APR on balance transfers

No annual fee

FREE 
CHECKING

GET 
$77 

cash

with a new 

FREE checking 
account1

REFI
LOAN

GET 
$200 

credit
with your refi nanced loan

Rates as low as 

2.99%2

APR

MORE POWER TO YOU.
Feeling powerless at your big bank? All banks and credit unions aren’t alike  –  so when it comes to deciding where to bank, take control. 

(863) 467-0188   Toll Free (866) 913-3733
Habla Español  (877) 834-6376

www.midfl orida.com

Earn up to $327 with

                              7 am to 7 pm Drive-thru      
                              and Help Desk Hours 

  Saturday Hours   

 Free Debit Card with Rewards   

  Free Online Banking and Bill Payment ...  
 and More!

plus

Okeechobee Branch
3261 U.S. Highway 441 S 

     10 Year Anniversary   Celebrating our

as

SHERIFF
OF

OKEECHOBEE
COUNTY

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR AND APPROVED 
BY PAUL MAY, REPUBLICAN, FOR SHERIFF

PAUL
Re-El

ect Re-Elect

MAY

    RE-ELECT
      Kelly

   OWENS
            School Board, District 2

                Acknowledged leadership and 
             experience in education

                              Paid by Kelly Owens for School Board
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Grand Oaks

Enjoying lunch in town
Residents at Grand Oaks Assisted Living Facility enjoyed a delicious lunch 
at Beef O’Brady’s. The residents were very excited to choose from the large 
lunch menu and enjoyed dining in the banquet room.
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ly majoring in business at Indian River 
State College. She is also employed by St. 
Lucie Battery and Tire and Eli’s Western 
Wear. 

Her fiance graduated from Okeechobee 
High School. He is currently enrolled at 
Indian River State College studying to 
obtain his Bachelor’s degree in Biology. 
He is employed by Okeechobee Fishing 
Headquarters, Halo Fishing, and Bett 
Fishing. 

The wedding is set for October 13th, 
2013 at Westgate River Ranch Resort.

MICHAEL CORNELL
CHEYENNE FALLMAN

Shannon Fallman and Robert Stossel 
of Okeechobee are pleased to an-
nounce the engagement of their 

daughter, Cheyenne Fallman, to Michael 
Cornell, son of Jess and Patti Cornell. 

Grandparents of the bride are Mr. and 
Mrs. Eddie Austin of Tell City Indiana, the 
late Norman Jenkins of Vero Beach, and 
Joyce Bond Okeechobee. 

 Grandparents of the groom are the 
late Mr. Henry Cornell and Mrs. Rose 
Cornell. 

The bride to be graduated from 
Okeechobee High School. She is current-

ENGAGEMENT

Elvie Posey
Elect

For
County Commissioner

I have a strong work ethic and a commitment to see Okeechobee County and its citizens prosper. I want 
to keep Okeechobee County an affordable place to live and also provide the level of services that our 
citizens deserve. To do this we must follow a plan to develop our economy and improve our revenue 
stream. If we control spending and expand our tax base we can lower our tax burden, improve our 
community and enjoy a better quality of life for ourselves, our children, and our future generations.

EXPERIENCE

I Need Your Early Vote OR 
Your Vote on August 14th

634-4399 • VoteElvie@aol.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Elvie Posey, Republican, 

for County Commissioner.

PAST SERVICE AS A COMMISSIONER

• Served as District 5 County Commissioner 2004-2008
• Graduate of Florida Association of Counties Advanced Commissioner 
 Certifi cation Program
• Member of Business Development Board of Okeechobee County
• Governor’s appointee to Central Florida Regional Planning Council
• Member of Kiwanis Club of Okeechobee

• Widening and resurfacing of Berman Rd.
• Worked with FDOT to make turn lanes on S.R 70 West at 67th Ave. 
 and 87th Ave.
• Repair of railroad crossing at 15A and 15B on Hwy 710
• Construction of the fi restation on 441 North
• The Southwest drainage project on Wolff Rd.
• The Treasure Island canal-cleaning project
• Restoration of the old courthouse
• Creation of the Okeechobee Battlefi eld State Park
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

If the proposed county budget is ap-
proved, there will be no raise for county 
employees. The current budget year is the 
third that most county employees have gone 
without a raise, it is the fi fth year for supervi-
sors.

The proposed $82.3 million county bud-

get is a 7.23 percent reduction over the cur-
rent budget. The largest single area of reduc-
tion on the county commission side of the 
budget is in the area of capital expenses. 
That area is down 25 percent from the cur-
rent budget, due it large part to the comple-
tion of the new radio system. Personnel 
services are down 3.3 percent due mainly to 
attrition. Overall the net operating budget for 

the county commission is down 9 percent. 
While the total proposed budget for con-

stitutional offi cers does not show a decrease, 
they have nevertheless held the line against 
rising costs. Their total proposed budgets 
have increased by only 0.06 percent. The 
sheriff ’s proposed budget has a pay increase. 
At this point the other constitutional offi cers 
are not offering their employees a pay raise. 

Sheriff Paul May is proposing what he calls a 
“pay adjustment” of 3 percent. He does not 
call it a raise since he said his employees lost 
money when a new law that went into effect 
last year required them to pay three percent 
of their salaries toward their retirement.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Proposed county budget include no raises for employees

Opening 60 acres to outdoor activities 
is the latest effort to provide access to 
public conservation lands

Outdoor enthusiasts have a newly expanded area for a 
variety of outdoor activities near the restored Kissimmee Riv-
er as part of the South Florida Water Management District’s 
(SFWMD) effort to expand public access for recreation on 
conservation lands.

Working with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC), the District is adding 60 acres to the 
expansive Kissimmee River Public Use Area. Hiking, hunt-
ing and wildlife viewing are among the activities allowed in 
the new section.

“One of the most inspiring locations to view successful 
restoration and a healthy ecosystem is along the Kissimmee 
River,” said SFWMD Governing Board Vice-Chairman Kevin 
Powers. “Opening more of these restored lands for compat-
ible recreation provides an opportunity for the public to re-

ally get out and enjoy the natural South Florida landscape.”
Comprised of more than 30,000 acres, the Kissimmee 

River Public Use Area stretches along the Kissimmee Riv-
er from State Road 60 south to Lake Okeechobee. Access 
is primarily by boat and is facilitated by a number of boat 
ramps within an area that spans portions of Glades, High-
lands, Okeechobee, Osceola and Polk counties. 

From camping and bike riding to hunting and horseback 
riding, the area offers a variety of outdoor experiences. A 
portion of the Florida Trail traverses the area, where hikers 
may see wildlife including white-tailed deer, alligators, wild 
turkeys, gopher tortoises and many species of wading birds. 
(Special-use licenses available from the District may be re-
quired for some activities, and FWC rules apply.)

This is the second time in recent years the District has 
worked with FWC to expand the Kissimmee River Public 
Use Area. In 2008, the SFWMD Governing Board passed a 
resolution requesting coordination with the FWC to add the 
3,722-acre Chandler Slough to the public use area.

Inclusion of conservation lands into the public use area 
was inspired by the effort to restore the Kissimmee River, 

which once meandered for 103 miles through central Flori-

da. The Kissimmee River Restoration Project will return fl ow 

to 40 miles of the river’s historic channel and restore about 

40 square miles of river/fl oodplain ecosystem. The restora-

tion project — a 50-50 partnership with the District and the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — is projected to be complete 

by 2015.

Throughout South Florida, the District provides recre-

ational access to its public lands while continuing to man-

age them to support environmental restoration, water sup-

ply, water quality and fl ood control missions. At present, the 

District owns 621,000 acres of land that are open to the pub-

lic. Many of these properties are in their natural state or have 

enhancements such as picnic tables, informational kiosks, 

primitive campsites and hiking trails.

For more information on recreational opportunities 

throughout the District’s 16-county region, visit www.sfw-

md.gov/recreation.

SFWMD, FWC expand Kissimmee River Recreation Area
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ELECT 
Billy 

MARCUM 
FOR COUNTY 

COMMISSIONER
District #1

Most Of All I Am ...
  One Of You!

I CAN RELATE TO THE DAILY STRUGGLES AND 
NEEDS OF THE EVERYDAY CITIZEN.

Being self-employed for over 30 years. I bring the expertise of my locally owned businesses 
along with a broad understanding of the values and integrity of our community on a 
personal and business level. I recognize the need for informed, positive growth, 
open doors, trust and honesty in our community.
If elected as YOUR County Commissioner, every citizen of Okeechobee  will know 
where I stand on the hard issues, common questions and the individual needs 
of our community. I will answer to NO special interest groups or individuals, but I am 
committed to everyone. 

I am extremely Pro Active toward:
• Agriculture     • Youth Programs 
• Sheriff’s Dept. • Fire Dept. 
• County Employees 
• Small Business  • Schools
• New Industry & Growth  • Taxpayers  

Political Advertisement Paid for and Approved by Billy Marcum, Republican, for County Commissioners

OPEN 
INVITATION
“Town Hall”

Meeting 
Wed., Aug. 8th 7pm Join Us for An Open 

TOWN HALL MEETING 
 at the Civic Center 

Wednesday, August 8 at 7pm

CIVIC CONTRIBUTIONS
Current Director of The Okeechobee County Cattlemen’s Association
OHS Booster • Presenting Sponsor of the Okeeechobee Cattlemen’s 

Labor Day & Spring Rodeos • Past Jaycee • Past Rotarian
BUSINESS HISTORY 

Marcum & Associates • Marcum Cattle • Florida Farm Equipment

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.
GENUINE COMFORT. 

CAC014022
Offers expire 8/24/2012. *See dealer for details. Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. © 2012 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox 
dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. 

LENNOX KNOWS YOU DON’T COMPROMISE. AND NEITHER DO WE.

That’s why we dedicate ourselves to product innovation 
and customer service. So go ahead, get comfortable.

Emory Walker Co. Inc.
(863) 763-6742

208 SW 5th Avenue, Okeechobee

Okeechobee’s Longest-Established Lennox Dealer

RECEIVE UP TO 

$3,300 between 
Lennox Rebates, F P & L 

Rebates and EWC Discount!*
on qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System

13Okeechobee NewsAugust 5, 2012

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County Fire/Rescue re-
sponded to several brush fi res in the last few 
days.

On Sunday, July 29, two brush trucks and 
four personnel responded to a brush fi re at 
19998 N.W. 94th Drive that was called in at 
4:28 p.m. The lighting-ignited fi re burned 
about one-half acre of trees and grass. Ac-
cess to the property was gained through a 
barbed wire fence. It took 500 gallons of 
water to extinguish the fi re. The fence was 
repaired and the scene was turned over to 
the forestry service.

On Tuesday, July 31, fi re/rescue received 
a call at 6:43 p.m. to respond to a brush 
fi re two miles west of U.S. 441 N. When 
the three apparatus and four personnel re-
sponding arrived on the scene they discov-
ered a large column of smoke. Access to the 

property was gained by cutting the chain 
securing the gate. The fi re was extinguished 
and the scene was turned over to the forest-
ry service. The extent of the fi re was about 
25 acres.

Another brush fi re call was received the 
next day, Wednesday, Aug. 1, at 4:10 p.m. 
There were three apparatus and four per-
sonnel sent to the fi re at 10765 N.E. 120th 
St. The fi re consisted of about one-half acre 
of pine trees and palmettos. The fi re was 
quickly contained and the scene was turned 
over to the forestry service. Lightning was 
determined to be the cause of the fi re.

On Thursday, Aug. 2, at 3:16 p.m. one 
apparatus and two personnel were called to 
the intersection of U.S. 441 N. and N.E. Ninth 
Avenue in Fort Drum to assist the forestry 
service. Upon arrival the call was canceled 
by the forestry service and they returned to 
the station.

Fire/rescue responds 
to county brush fi res

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

“Dennis Conner told me he was with-
drawing from the race,” Supervisor of 
Elections Gwen Chandler stated Friday 
afternoon, Aug. 3. She said he made that 
statement to her earlier that same after-
noon. Until Friday afternoon Mr. Conner 
had been a Republican candidate for the 
District 3 seat. Mrs. Chandler said that Mr. 
Conner said he was withdrawing because 
of health concerns.

Mr. Connor is the second person to 
withdraw from that race. Tara Boshell had 

withdrawn earlier. That leaves only incum-
bent Frank Irby and challenger Brad Good-
bread in the race which will be decided in 
the Aug. 14 Republican Primary since there 
are no Democratic challengers or challeng-
ers with no political affi liation. 

When he was running for offi ce Mr. 
Conner said he was concerned with pro-
viding more activities for our youth and 
stimulating economic development.

Efforts to reach Mr. Conner for com-
ment were unsuccessful.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda 

can be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Conner withdraws candidacy in 
upcoming county commission race
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Cho
ice Automotive& Custom Exhaust

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service  • Brakes 
Window Motors •  Tune-Ups • Welding • Engine Mechanics

863-467-6633
Located Behind Rita’s
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee, FL  

203 SE 2nd St.
Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License 
AL11944Home of honest and reliable service 

C J Boone
198 Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • FAX (863) 357-6723
www.slbatterytire.com

Tree Locators, Inc. 
“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”
-Plants
-Trees
-Natural Stone
-Decorative Gravel

-Manufactured Stone 
-Design
-Installation
-Full Garden Center

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34974
863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730
treelocators@aol.com

Call a PRO fessional

An Affordable way 
to Advertise YOUR 

business!
Call 863-763-3134

An Affordable way to Advertise YOUR business! 
Call 863-763-3134

Appliances • TV • Furniture

Of  ce: (863) 357-3301 • Fax: (863) 357-2804 UP TO

3389 US Hwy 441 S
Okeechobee, FL
manager033@buddyrents.com

JUAN CORTEZ
Manager

(561) 747-1232

Improve your appearance, your 
confidence, and your self esteem.
Enhance your breast, flatten your

tummy or shed unwanted fat. Let us
help you look and feel your very best!

• Tummy Tuck
• Breast Augmentation 
• Breast Lift/Reduction
• Endoscopic Brow Lift
• Face Lift
• Nasal Surgery
• Eyelid Surgery
• Liposculpture
• Botox and Fillers
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By Joe Papasso
Special to the Okeechobee News

On Saturday, July 28, the Okeechobee 

Model Airplane Club hosted a morning of 

fun and fl ying for the families and children 

of Real Life Children’s Ranch! The morning 

started with a quick introduction to Model 

Aviation followed by an extensive aerobatic 

show piloted by OMAC members Joe Allen 

followed by Richard Chivari. As soon as the 

smoke settled fellow OMAC member Pat 

Martin took to the air with a more traditional 

aerobatic show immediately followed by 

Frank Webster fl ying his magnifi cent DR-1 

“Red Barron” Tri-plane. Later in the morning 

in a second air show with the same pilots 

and planes, OMAC Vice President David Fox 

fl ew his iconic red and white Decathlon in a 

“follow my leader” fl ight with Frank Webster 

fl ying his highly recognizable Piper Cub. 

Between air shows and throughout the 

morning the members of OMAC had the 

privilege and pleasure to fl y each of the chil-

dren from the tiniest 6-year-old to the oldest 

teenager. Using a Buddy Box Training system 

and club instructors, everyone had a chance 

to experience the wonder of fl ight fi rst hand 

including a few house parents who dared to 

try! Everyone enjoyed the experience; the 

children even learned about the mystery of 

fl ight and had fun while doing it. As the fami-

lies of Real life Children’s Ranch drove away 

in their vans, all the club members com-

mented that all they saw in the van windows 

were waving hands and ear to ear smiles on 

their faces.

The members of the Okeechobee Model 

Airplane would like to thank Real Life Chil-

dren’s Ranch for the opportunity and also 

for putting smiles on our member’s faces, 

as well. OMAC would also like to recognize 

and thank Larson Dairies for their continued 

support through the use of their land as our 

fl ying fi eld which allows our club to provide 

such an important service and positive expe-

rience for the youth of Okeechobee. If you 

have any questions about this event, Model 

Aviation or the Okeechobee Model Airplane 

Club please contact Joe Papasso at 561-252-

0916 or Greg Gernat at 863-697-9915 or visit 

our website at http://omac.embarqspace.

com/#.

Real Life Ranch families 
enjoy fl ying model airplanes
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24- Hour 
Customer Service 

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

Lori C. Berger
Exclusive Agent

   Allstate Insurance     
   Company 
    800 S. Parrott Ave.
     Okeechobee, FL 34974
      Phone 863-467-1265
      Fax 863-467-1085 
      Cell 863-634-8737

The Canvas Shop, LLC
On-site service

Privacy screens & bras
5th wheel skirts 

Boat tops  & covers 
Repairs & modi  cations

909 S. Parrott Ave., Ste B 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Carl and Donna Gaiser 863.763.7500
fax 863.763.6754

JONES EQUIPMENTEst. 
1989

4558 US Hwy 441 S.E.
Okeechobee, FL 

1-888-683-7853     863-763-5342
Cargo • Auto • Utility Trailers & Parts

www.inkwell4ink.com
909 So. Parrott Ave

     Okeechobee 
      

     863-357-4INK

      •VIP Discounts

  (4465)

Tattoos & Piercings

863.532.1077
Free Estimates

Lic# 1862
Lic#10355

Licensed & 
Insured863.763.1141

300 NW 
Park St

Okeechobee

Call a PRO fessional
An Affordable way to Advertise YOUR business! 

Call 863-763-3134

Process 
Service 

PS-06-17
Bail

Bonds

Gregory Gernat 
588 NE 28th Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-357-2888 or toll Free 877-568-3864

UNIQUE SERVICESAn Affordable way 
to Advertise YOUR 

business!
Call 863-763-3134

florida.newszap.com

Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists

• Metal & Shingle Roofs 

• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.
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Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Kiwanis Scholarship
Kiwanis Scholarship was presented 
at the annual Scholarship Awards 
Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High 
School Lecture Hall. From left to right 
are: Jim Vensel, Erika Jones, Anna 
Warren, Frank Irby.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

LOAA Scholarship
Lake Okeechobee Airboat Association 
Scholarship was presented at the an-
nual Scholarship Awards Night May 
24, in the Okeechobee High School 
Lecture Hall. From left to right are: 
Jeff Brockaway, Lauren Fusco, Keller 
Orender, Brandon Baughman.

Keiser University 
Scholarship
Keiser University Scholarship was 
presented at the annual Scholar-
ship Awards Night May 24, in the 
Okeechobee High School Lecture 
Hall. In the front from left to right 
are: Casey Holmgren, Tyler Cren-
shaw. In the back from left to right 
are: Karlie Bowers, Andi Baker, 
Rahsieka Minondo.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Lost

Lost Treasured Gold 
Heart locket and chain 

on 7/31 in or near 
Goodwill or 

Bealls Outlet in 
Okeechobee.

Reward offered
863-763-7210

Garage/
Yard Sales

Large-Yard Sale
2530 SE 18th Terrace 

Taylor Creek Isles. 
Sat. 8/4 & Sun. 8/5 

 9 a.m. to ? 
No Early Birds!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

 F/T CDL Bus Driver/ 
Teachers Aid 

position. Working with 
adults with develop-
mentally disabilities.
Fax resumes to: 

863-467-9656
No phone calls please

Gulf Harvesting Inc
 a large Citrus Harvester 
located in Felda, Florida 

is looking for a 
 Harvesting  Manager  
A minimum of 5 years 
experience with refer-

ences is required. 
Bi-lingual a plus, 

  great benefi t package  
Please fax resume to:

239-369-2267

HVAC Technician
HVAC Technician Expe-
rienced with installation 
and repair work on resi-
dential and commercial 
HVAC systems including 
chilled water, refrigera-
tion, and maintenance. 
High school diploma or 
GED-Vocational school 
preferred.  Possession 
of a certifi ed HVAC li-
cense is desired but not 
a prerequisite. 

Salary $16.00 - 
$25.00 Hour

Send resume to: 
C.C.,LLC

P.O. Box 2558
Okeechobee, Fl 34972 
or FAX: 863-763-6337

Technical Consultant
Needed at 

Wireless Planet
(Sprint Preferred Retailer)

Full Time,$8.50hr.
 Must be Motivated and 

Energetic! 
Bring resume to: 

204 N. Parrott Ave. 
NO Phone calls please.

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Employment
Full Time

WANTED 
Lic. Beautician 
needed for new 

upscale salon and 
boutique. Best pay scale 

in Town. Great 
location - across street 

from theater. Call Jim
1-305-923-9270 

or 763-6140

Employment
Part  Time

We are looking for 
a part time 

Administrative 
Assistant for a busy 

offi ce. Apply in person 
at: 1500 State Road 

70 East, Okeechobee, 
Fl. 34972

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Business
Opportunities

Need
EXTRA MONEY?

107 SW 17th St • Suite D

Inquire Within

NO PHONE CALLS

Business
Opportunities

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Computer/
Supplies

Dell - Desktop Computer 
w/Flat screen, like new! 
Must sell $75 Also wire-
less dell laptop w/ new 
battery and charger 
$125 Call Tony 
863-517-2782.

Pools & Supplies

Pool Pump, Flow Tech
1hp, with sand fi lter in 

good condition.
$250 

Call 561-236-1656

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Wanted To Buy

CASH FOR  CARS  
No Title Needed, 
Any Condition. 

268junk.com  
Call (863)484-2012

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm Feed/
Products

Alfalfa Hay for sale 
70lb. bales 

$16.00 a piece.
Coastal and Oat Hay 

Mix $8.00 a bale.
Call 863-634-7051

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

IN TOWN- 1BR Unfur-
nished APT nice area. 
Utilities & lawn included. 
$700/mo 1st & $300 sec. 
Non smoking environ-
ment. No pets.  
863-610-0861

IN TOWN- Unfurnished 
Effi ciency Apt. Nice 
area. Utilities & lawn in-
cluded. $600/mo. 1st & 
$300 sec. Non smoking 
environment. No pets.  
863-610-0861.

VIKING/PRAIRIE - 1 
br. Apartment. Very 
clean! $650/mo. Incl. 
utils. No pets. Call Ron 
561-329-8205.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TAYLOR CREEK - 1/1 
Condo on ground fl oor. 
Unfurnished. Pool ac-
cess. Washer, Dryer, 
Dishwasher. Includes  
water. $700/mo. 1st 
month free. 
863-801-3713

TAYLORCREEK -  Con-
do, 2/2, ground fl oor, 
screened porch, tile. 
$800/mo. + sec., inclds 
water, & pool. 
863-801-3713

Houses - Rent

$599/ 3 br- BEST 
VALUE ON MARKET 
( O K E E C H O B E E 
COUNTY) - 3 bedroom, 
2 bath situated on beau-
tiful Ranch. Newer interi-
or upgrades, paint, 
carpet, fl ooring, etc. Wa-
ter, trash, pest control 
and lawn service includ-
ed. Call Monday - Friday: 
863-467-9800. NO PETS 
Approx 12 minutes 
Northeast of town center.

Contract Fell Through 
CBS - 3BR, Southwest 
section, great location, 
remodeled & upgraded, 
Corian, marble, Oak 
cabinets,tile fl oors, 
24/14 enclosed FL rm, 
huge fenced backyard, 
12/12 wood shed,land-
scaped, comes with 
w/d.$900/mo. 1st & 
sec. Credit & back-
ground check. 
863-697-2161.

FOR RENT - 2BR, 1BA 
duplex, great location in 
Okeechobee Estates, 
A/C, laundry room. 
$675/month. Call 
863-835-2391

SEASONAL RENTAL: 
2/1 1/2,furnished home 
w/garage in city limits. 
Minimum 6 months. No 
children,pets or smok-
ers. $1,000/mo. plus 

electric. $500 sec.dep. 
and 1st month.
(863)447-2715

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds
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Reading a newspaper provides
the opportunity to get involved

in your community.
No wonder newspaper 

readers are more popular!



ACROSS
1 World Wide __
4 Gunpowder

element
10 Turns seaward
14 Firefighter’s tool
15 Dream up
16 Losing strategy?
17 Lather-holding

cup
19 Homely fruit
20 Eye part

containing the
pupil

21 Timeline
divisions

23 Habit wearer
24 Kimono sashes
25 Sock mender’s

tool
28 Magi
30 Sweden neighbor
31 Utmost degree
32 Church

instrument
35 Flag maker Betsy
36 Violin knob for

pitch adjustments
38 “__ to that!”
40 Ecstatic way to

walk
41 Roman 700
44 1992 Olympic

skating champ
Yamaguchi

46 As an alternative
48 Retriever or

pointer
51 Heidi’s heights
52 2011 minus year

of birth, roughly
53 It replaced the

franc
54 Handling the job
55 Member of an

Iraqi minority
57 Joke that gets

funnier with
repetition

61 “Now ___ me
down ...”

62 Complete
63 Hurry, old-style
64 Clearance event
65 Smells to high

heaven
66 Blasting sply.

DOWN
1 Used to be

2 Lettered piece of
court evidence

3 Pessimistic about
Wall Street

4 Biol. and chem.
5 Coffeepot for a

crowd
6 Jeans part
7 Hall of __:

enshrined athlete
8 One-eighty
9 Win back

10 Campus e-mail
address letters

11 Special report
subject

12 Sturgeon yielding
expensive caviar

13 Tight-fisted
18 Workbench clamp
22 Noisy sleepers
24 Part of BYOB
25 Bruce of “Coming

Home”
26 Prefix with -plasty
27 Pirate’s quaff
29 Canadian

lawman on
horseback

33 Raggedy doll
34 Whodunit writer

Marsh
36 Try out

37 Unwelcome
engine sound

38 Peppery salad
green

39 Twenty
Questions choice

41 “Afternoon __”:
suggestive #1 hit
of 1976

42 Ship’s leader
43 Jewel box

contents, briefly

44 Military pants
45 Hardens
47 Zesty taste
49 McJob holder
50 “__ know you?”
54 Vending machine

bills
56 Hair coloring agent
58 Author Anaïs
59 Rub the wrong

way
60 Retrieve

By Billie Truitt
(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 03/14/11

03/14/11

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Houses - Rent

TREASURE ISLAND -  
2/2 , w/ Boat house, 

clean.  $600/mo. 
 3/2 CBS, boat house and 

shed. $950/mo. 
Call (561)262-1390

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Lots - Sale

1/2 Acre Lot, fenced, 
oak trees, house or 

mobile home ok, off of 
15A & 710 Hwy. 
$21,000 obo.

Call 863-467-4678

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

3/2 Very Clean
Double Wide

$600.00 per month
$600 deposit, 1st and 

security to move in.
Call for more 
information

304-277-0427

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2BR, 2BA, 
C/Air. $500 mo. Large 
3BR, 2BA, C/Air. $550 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease, plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

Country Living
2/1 MH 

$400.00 monthly & 
$400.00 Security 

Call 863-697-2486

Lovely Completely 
Remodeled 3bd/2ba

Mobile Home in Country 
Setting. Just 15 minutes 
from Okeechobee and 
1 1/2 mile from Kissim-
mee River boat ramp. 

For more info
Call Stan 863-385-2613

Mobile Home Sale

Palm Harbor Village
New Homes Start at

$39,900. $5K for your
used mobile home...

Any condition!
800-622-2832 ext 210

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

FREE- 23’ Wellcraft
No Motor  

Bring your own trailer. 
863-467-9703 or
863-697-3853

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 941-347-7171

RV Space Rent

BIG O RESORT -
Two canal lots for rent.

Yearly lease only.
55+ park, boat dock.

$3,000 per lot per year 
plus elec. 

Call 239-218-1269

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice Public Notice
Notice of Meeting

Okeechobee County Construction Industry
Licensing Board

The Okeechobee County Construction Industry Licensing Board will hold a 
public meeting on Tuesday, August 7, 2012 at 3:30 P.M.  The public meeting 
will be held at the Okeechobee County Health Department Auditorium, locat-
ed at 1728 N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida.  For more information, 
contact the Planning and Development Department, 1700 N.W. 9th Ave., 
Suite A, Okeechobee, Florida 34972; (863) 763-5548.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public 
meeting.  Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Licensing Board 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made and that the record in-
cludes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will be based.  
Planning and Development tapes are for the sole purpose of backup for offi -
cial record of the Department.

Faye Huffman, Secretary to Board
Okeechobee County 
Construction Industry Licensing Board
423258 ON 8/5/2012

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Okeechobee County Board of County Commissioners will hold its Regular 
Session on Thursday, August 09, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. in the “Judge Wil-
liam L. Hendry Courtroom” at the Historic Courthouse, 304 N.W. 2nd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida. 

Any person deciding to appeal any decision made by the Board of County 
Commissioners with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will 
need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purposes, he or she will 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of such proceedings is made, which 
record shall include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with 
disabilities needing special accommodation to participate in this proceeding 
should contact the County Administrator’s Offi ce not later than four (4) work-
ing days prior to the proceeding at 304 N.W. 2nd Street, Room 123 Okee-
chobee, Florida 34972, or call 863.763.6441. If you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call TDD 1-800-222-3448 (voice) or 1-888-447-5620 (TTY).

Margaret Garrard Helton, Chair
Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County, Florida

Sharon Robertson, Clerk
Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Paula Poskon/ Deputy Clerk
423360 ON 8/5/2012

Public Notice

Okeechobee County
School Board

Meeting
Date Change

The regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Okee-
chobee County School 
Board on Tuesday, Au-
gust 14, 2012, has been 
rescheduled for Tues-
day, August 21, 2012, 
at 6:00 p.m., in the 
School Board Administra-
tion Building, Room 303, 
700 SW 2nd Avenue, 
Okeechobee.  There will 
be no School Board 
meeting on August 14.  
School Board meetings 
are open to the public.

Ken Kenworthy
Superintendent
421844 ON 8/5,12/2012
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READING A
NEWSPAPER
HELPS YOU
UNDERSTAND
THE WORLD
AROUND YOU.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Crossword Puzzle Pregnancy 
Center offers 
free services

Free Pregnancy 

tests are available 

at the Pregnancy 

Center of Okeecho-

bee. Offi ce located 

at 500 N.W. Sixth St. 

and you may call the 

offi ce at 863-467-

8748. Free Parenting 

Classes available for 

mothers (and fa-

thers) to be or those 

already with babies 

on Tuesday nights 

at 6 p.m. Call the of-

fi ce at 863-467-8748. 

Come fi nd out about 

the Baby Boutique!

Republican 
Party Offi ce 
announces 
hours

Need campaign 

signs? Need to reg-

ister to vote? Need 

to change your Party 

affi liation? Need in-

formation on your 

favorite Republican 

Candidates? The Re-

publican Party offi ce 

at 401 NW 4th Street 

is open on Fridays 

from 10 a,m, to 5 

p.m. and at most 

other times by ap-

pointment. Call 863-

532-9623 for any in-

formation. 

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Kay Mullins Memorial 
Scholarship
Kay Mullins Memorial Scholarship was pre-
sented at the annual Scholarship Awards Night 
May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture 
Hall. From left to right are: Amy McDavid, Jason 
Rucks, Carlos Contreras, Bubba Mullins. Not 
Pictured- Bryan Stokes.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

MidFlorida Credit Union 
Scholarship
MidFlorida Credit Union Scholarship was present-
ed at the annual Scholarship Awards Night May 
24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. 
From left to right are: Amy Danil, Jared Wilson, 
Juan Baza, Esther Banuelos.



The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Sadey Nicole Fite, 19, N.E. Second St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 1 by Deputy 
Sergeant Robert Coleman on felony charg-
es of possession of a controlled substance 
(morphine) and possession of a controlled 
substance (clanazepam). She was also ar-
rested on misdemeanor charges of posses-
sion of marijuana less than 20 grams and 
possession of drug paraphernalia. Her bond 
was set at $9,500.

• Kayla Harris, 19, S.E. 23rd St., Okeecho-
bee, was arrested Aug. 1 by the Deputy Ser-
geant Robert Coleman on felony charges of 
possession of a controlled substance (mor-
phine) and possession of a controlled sub-
stance (clanazepam). She was also arrested 
on misdemeanor charges of possession of 
marijuana less than 20 grams and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Her bond was 
set at $8,500.

• Ronald Lee Jackson, 45, N.E. 16th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 1 by 
the Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force on a 
felony charge of possession of cocaine with 
intent to sell, and misdemeanor charges of 
possession of marijuana under 20 grams 

and possession of drug paraphernalia. His 
bond was set at $35,000.

• Pardell Keyon Rembert, 20, N.E. 13th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 1 by 
the Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force on a 
felony charge of possession of cocaine with 
intent to sell, and misdemeanor charges of 
possession of marijuana under 20 grams 
and possession of drug paraphernalia. His 
bond was set at $6,000.

• Kennan Karl King, 21, N.E. 13th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 1 by the 
Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force on a fel-
ony charge of possession of cocaine with 
intent to sell, and misdemeanor charges of 
possession of marijuana under 20 grams 
and possession of drug paraphernalia. His 
bond was set at $6,000.

• Osman Geovanny Orozco, 26, N.W. 
24th Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 
1 by Offi cer Jack Boon on a felony charge of 
grand theft. His bond was set at $1,500.

• Vasillios Rallis, 33, N.W. 35th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 2 by Deputy 
Steven Pollock on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with the felony of 
grand theft. His bond was set at $5,000.

• Joe Henry Hardy, 42, Hallmark Ave., 
Lake Placid, was arrested Aug. 2 by Depu-
ty Yamil Astacio on a Polk County warrant 
charging him with the felonies of violation 
of probation - burglary of a dwelling (two 
counts), violation of probation - grand theft, 
violation of probation - possession of a 

forged license and violation of probation - 
uttering a forgery. He is being held without 
bond.

• Thomas Abram Hughes, 53, S.E. 19th 
Court, Okeechobee, was arrested Aug. 2 
by Deputy Raul Marrero on an Okeecho-
bee County warrant charging him with the 
felony of driving while license suspended/
revoked with knowledge. His bond was set 
at $2,500

This column lists arrests and not 
convictions, unless otherwise stated. 
Anyone listed here who is later found 
innocent or has had the charges 
against them dropped is welcome to 
inform this newspaper. The informa-
tion will be confi rmed and printed.
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century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave. • Century21okeechobee.com

• Foreclosure Viking 2.50 acres $4,500 • Dixie Ranch 4+/-acres $30,000 • Basswood Lot 124x125 $6,000 Make Offer! 
• 319+/-acres on HWY 441 North $4,000,000 • Viking 6.25+/-acres, pole barn, 2 ponds, electricity close to property 
$23,000 • SOLD Foreclosure 5+/-acres in Viking $11,900

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069

Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104 • Se Habla Español
5015-H: Beautiful Country 
home on 10+/-acres zoned 
Ag. Concrete & brick con-
struction. 2122 SF under 
air/3196 TSF. Island kitch-
en, lg 30x60 barn w/3 stalls 
and workshop, fenced, 
pond, in-wall pest control. 
Too many extras to list! 
$325,000 MLS #205942

1005-M: Seminole Cove 
55+ comm. Waterfront 
DW. 2BR/2BA, 2241 Total 
Sq Ft/1557 Under air. Lg 
Island kitchen and bkft 
area, living rm, dining rm, 
sitting area, lg enclosed 
addition with storage room, 
carport, awnings and more. 
$110,000 MLS #206049                     

1003-M: Seminole Cove 
55+ community with Club 
House amenities. Great 
view of the lake, 2/2 DW 
MH w/addition, 2 Car car-
port, large driveway, Sin-
gle/Metal roof,  1957 Total 
Sq Ft./ 1023 under air. 
$69,900 MLS #206023

3003-H: King’s Bay- 
2 Bedroom 2 bath, 
screened porch, concrete 
driveway. Easy to show. 
HOA amenities in-ground 
pool, clubhouse, tennis 
court, and lawn. $54,000 
NOW $47,900. Make of-
fer! MLS #205169

1007-H: SW Section 
home with street on two 
sides. Living Sq ft 2343, 
large island kitchen, din-
ing room with large Florida 
room with fireplace,  appli-
ances, lrg Oak trees and 
fruit trees. $170,000 NOW 
$149,000 MLS #205526

5004-M: Larkee Lakes 
(SE 58th DR) MH with ad-
ditions. Screened porch, 
open porch in back, 
power generator, large 
carport and shed. 1380 
Total Sq Ft. Nice location 
for east coast commuters. 
$29,000 MLS #20600 

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

REDUCED

NEW LISTING104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee

863-763-4010
or 

888-874-2945

Lic. RE Broker
Auctioneer# AU2579.

2739 Acre Ranch

 in Eastern 

Okeechobee County

Offered Exclusively by:
The Tucker Group, LLC
Call Brandon Tucker (772) 201-8722

$7,250,000

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

BUYERS ONLY
REALTY CO.

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee, FL 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!

Over 100 Listings

QUAIL WOODS~2005 CBS home on 5 ACRES. 1720 SF under air-
2946 TLA. Brazilian cherry floors, great room, custom kitchen, gas fire-
place. 2 Bd/2Ba/2Garage. Gunite pool, Dome screen enclosure, Ion-
izer.  Metal roof, Generator, Water System. 1152 SF - 3 stall barn, tack 
room. Fenced, X-fenced. Circle drive, pond, dock. PARADISE FOUND!  
$269,000 Call Lori (863) 634-1457

5 ACRES
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The Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce investigated 
reports of the following crimes 
last week.
ASSAULT

• 3700 block of U.S. 441 N.
• 3200 block of S.E. 33rd Terrace
• 200 block of U.S. 441 S.E.

BURGLARY
• 7200 block of N.E. Fourth St.
• 10600 block of U.S. 441 S.E.
• 2200 block of S.W. 28th St.
• 11600 block of S.E. 55th St.

COUNTERFEIT MONEY
• 4100 block of U.S. 441 S.
• 1700 block of U.S. 441 S.

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
• 800 block of N.E. 30th Ave.
• 800 block of N.E. 31st Terrace
• 4000 block of S.E. 24th St.
• 6500 block of S.E. 55th St.

THEFT
• 3400 block of S.E. 34th Ave. (identity)
• 7000 block of S.W. Ninth St. (grill)
• U.S. 441 S.E. (AC parts)
• 2200 block of U.S. 98 N.
• 3400 block of U.S. 441 S.E. (money)
• 4100 block of U.S. 441 S. (cell phone)
• 1100 block of S.W. Third St.
• S.R. 70 E. and Berman Road (boat)
• 1100 block of N.E. 12th St.

Investigations

Arrest Report
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½ PRICE APPETIZERS
(from 11am until 7pm at the bar!!)After 9pm

2 for 1 
Drinks All Day

Starting
at

$7.99

CHOOSE
TWO TO
CREATE

YOUR
OWN

FAVORITE
LUNCH
COMBO

THREE CHOICES FOR VOTING
MAIL EARLY ELECTION DAY

Absentee Voting

Any registered voter 
may vote by mail. 

WOULD YOU LIKE AN 
ABSENTEE BALLOT?

A request for an absentee 
ballot can be made in
 person, by mail, by 

telephone, or through 
our website at 

www.voteokeechobee.com

Absentee ballots must be 
returned by  mail or hand 
delivered to the Elections 
Office by 7:00 p.m. on the 

day of the election.

Early Voting Dates:

Sunday, August 5 
thru

Saturday, August 11

8:30 am to 4:30 p.m

At Only One Location

Elections Office 
304 NW 2nd Street
Historic Courthouse

Tuesday, August 14
POLLS OPEN 

7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

To verify your polling place, you may 
call the Elections Office at 763-4014, 
email the office at 
elections@voteokeechobee.com
or use the office’s website at
www.voteokeechobee.com

? Did you know 
voting in a 
precinct in which 
you do not live 
is illegal?

Yes, it is illegal 
to vote in a 
precinct where           

           you do not live. 
    Section 101.045(1)F.S.

VERY IMPORTANT!
If you have moved or had a name change since you last voted, or if you are unsure if you changed your 
address or name, contact the Elections Office (763-4014)to avoid delays on Elections Day.
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

• The Okeechobee High School swim 
team has already begun conditioning and 
practice for the new season. All high school 
students interested in being on the 2012-
2013 team can attend tryouts this Monday, 
Aug. 6, from 8-11 a.m. at the Okeechobee 
Sports Complex pool. All that is required is 
a swim suit and goggles. A team meeting 
has been scheduled for Aug. 6 at 6:15 p.m. 
at the OHS science room #4-212. Parents 
are encouraged to attend the meeting. Call 
Coach Brian Turner for further details at 317-
372-5639.

• The Okeechobee Firestix program will 
hold fall tryouts on Aug. 30-31 from 6-8 p.m. 
at the Okeechobee High School softball fi eld. 
Fall season will run from September through 
December. There are four teams this fall, an 
8 and under, 10 and under, 12 and under and 
14 and under squad. High school age girls 
will have a tryout in September. For more in-
formation call Coach Kim Hargraves at 863-
634-6322 or 863-467-4900. You can also visit 
the Firestix Face book page Chobee Firestix.

• Justin Mills fi nished in 24th place in the 
bareback riding competition at the National 

High School Rodeo Finals in Rock Springs, 
Wyoming in July. He earned 105 points. Nat 
Stratton fi nished 18th overall in the saddle 
bronc competition as he earned 57 points. 
The Florida boy’s team fi nished 21st out of 
44 teams at the fi nals this year.

• Try outs for the Okeechobee High 
School Bowling Team will be held on Mon-
day, Aug. 13, at 5 p.m. at Lucky Lanes family 
entertainment center on U.S. 441 S.E. Please 
contact George Marshall Jr. 863-801-2498 or 
Carol Olney 863-261-1081 for any questions 
for more information.

• On Saturday, Aug. 11, local competi-
tors will participate in events for a chance 
to win bronze, silver and gold medals in the 
“Okeechobee Games.” Opening ceremo-
nies will begin at 9 a.m. at the Sports Com-
plex. The Okeechobee County Parks and 
Recreation Department is now accepting 
individual and team entries. For information, 
call 863-763-6950.

• Lucky Lanes is setting up bowling 
leagues for the fall. Mondays and Tuesdays 
are Mix Nights with a meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug. 21, at 7 p.m. Wednesday is Men’s Night, 
Thursday mornings and evening belongs to 
the ladies. For more information, please call 
Lucky Lanes at 863-763-1800.

Sports News in Brief

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee rodeo legend D.R. Daniel 
reached the national fi nals twice and a world 
championship fi nals once but he might be 
more proud of the gold medal he won at the 
1988 Olympics held in Calgary.

Daniel said the 2012 Olympic Games do 
cause him to remember a bit about the trip 
he took to a beautiful part of Canada and sat 
on the world stage.

Daniel won the gold medal along with 
the American team in the sport of calf rop-
ing. The rodeo was a sport hosted by Cana-
da that year. Each host country is allowed to 
add in an Olympic sport at each Olympics 
and they chose rodeo.

Daniel said the sport of rodeo received a 
boost because of the Olympic coverage but 
he said he would have liked more coverage 
on television. Rodeo, especially bull riding, 
has seen a large increase in interest and 
popularity from around the world, perhaps 
in part due to the Olympic coverage.

Daniel said he was used to the large stage 
having performed at the Dodge National Fi-
nals in Pocatello, Idaho in 1987 and 1988, 
and at the National Finals in 1986 in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada. He said he was not intimidated 
by the media coverage or the large crowds 
in Calgary.

Today the sport of calf roping has been 
changed to tie down roping.

Daniel has retired from the rodeo circuit. 

He was 24 years old when he competed in 
the Olympic Games. Only Canada and the 
United States fi elded teams in rodeo that 
year and the U.S. prevailed. 

Daniel said it was a wonderful experi-
ence to stand on the medal stand with his 
gold medal as the Star Spangled Banner was 
played. He also got to meet other Olympic 
athletes at those summer games. The rodeo 
team competed in bull riding, saddle bronc 
riding, steer wrestling, barrel racing and calf 
roping.

“It was a great honor to compete in the 
Olympics for my country. It was a good 
thing for rodeo to go into the Olympics for 
the fi rst time because it really promoted the 
sport,” he said.

Daniel is a 1982 graduate of Okeechobee 
High School. He still works on his ranch 
west of Okeechobee and enjoys working 
with cattle and horses. He is also active in 
his church and charitable causes.

“Representing America stands out in my 
career. It was a great honor to compete and 
go to Canada and out of the country. I think 
Canada is our best neighbor,” he added.

D.R. Daniel holds Olympic gold
“Representing America stands 
out in my career.”

— D.R. Daniel



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Jonathan Crawford is 
quite a busy man these 
days with trips to Omaha, 
Nebraska, Havana, Cuba, 
and back to Okeechobee 
in the past two months.

The Florida Gator pitch-
er took some time to speak 
to the Okeechobee news 
this week as he returned 
home to visit with family 
and friends.

Jonathan said it felt great to be able to 
come home and relax and to get away from 
baseball for awhile and give his body some 
rest.

He had an awesome sophomore year 
for the University of Florida as he helped 
pitch the Gators to the College World Series. 
Crawford said he got his chance when a few 
Gator pitchers went down with injuries and 
ran with it.

“The one thing that stands out for me 
is the no-hitter. It felt great and it was a re-
ally exciting night for me and the team,” he 
said.

Crawford pitched the no-hitter against 
Bethune-Cookman in an NCAA Regional 
game in Gainesville. It was covered by ESPN 
and other major sports networks.

“My stuff was as good as it ever had been. 
I had everything going that night,” he add-
ed.

Crawford made a few adjustments this 
year on the mound. His pitching coach 
dropped his arm slot. He threw more strikes 
and was better able to hit his spots consis-
tently. He also has gained 15 pounds of mus-
cle since his high school days at OHS.

Jonathan is also used to playing in front 
of large crowds. Gainesville was full for all of 
his starts, and the college World Series drew 
crowds of 20,000 to 25,000 fans each night. 

Crawford said his appearance in the col-
lege World Series was also awesome, “It was 
fun but unfortunately we lost and I didn’t do 
too well. It was still a great experience and I 
learned from it. Next year I can build off that 
experience and do better.”

Crawford also has gotten used to the me-
dia attention. He watches all of his games on 
television to see how he pitched and takes 
notes on how he can improve for his next 
outing.

He also appreciates the support of his 
family and friends back in Okeechobee.

“I get a lot of well wishes and I want to 
thank all of my fans here in Okeechobee. 
I didn’t really expect this success and it is 
defi nitely a dream come true. I just want to 
thank everyone for all of their support and 
it’s defi nitely appreciated” he added.

Crawford returns to Gainesville this year 
for another year with the Gators. When 
the Major League Draft comes around next 
June, Crawford could potentially be a high 
round draft pick. He watched the 2012 draft 
on the MLB network but tries not to think 

about the future.
“I just let things play out the way they do. 

If I think about that it might affect my play. I 
have put it in the back of my mind and not 
think about it,” he explained.

Crawford can reach speeds of 97-98 
miles per hour and has been told his stuff is 
comparable to major league ball players. He 
will defi nitely be scouted by a lot of teams 
this year. Crawford was drafted by the Miami 
Marlins after his senior year with Okeecho-
bee High.

He said he will keep his professional op-
tions open after his junior year, “If I get an 
offer I can’t really refuse I’ll sign and play 
professional. If not I’ll go back my senior 

year. I can always get my degree in the off 
season.”

Crawford’s course of study is Family, 
Youth and Community Sciences. He said a 
career as a counselor has interest for him. 
He also made the South Eastern Conference 
honor roll for athletes this past year.

Another highlight for Crawford was a 
near two-week tournament in Cuba against 
professional players on the Cuban National 
Team. He said it was an honor to play for 
Team USA.

“The Cuban team was made of profes-
sional players from 20 to 40 years old who 
knew what they were doing. It was a lot of 
fun to play there,” he added.

Jonathan Crawford discusses a busy, great year
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BRIGHTON 
SEMINOLE 

CASINO

AND ALSO RECEIVE OFFERS**
CATCH A FREE RIDE!

THE BUS PICKS UP AT:

Highway 721 west of Lake Okeechobee on the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation

**Offers cannot be combined with new member offers. Must be 18 
years old to play Bingo. See Bingo Hall for complete details . Limited 
Space Available. We reserve the right to cancel at any time. See 
Player’s Club for complete details. Must be at least 21 years old 
and a Seminole Player’s Club member to participate. Management 
reserves all rights. Person who have been trespassed or banned by 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into the self-
exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you know has 
a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

17735 Reservation Road
Okeechobee, FL 34974

1.800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.com

NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED, FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE.
ADDITIONAL STOPS AVAILABLE IN OTHER AREAS, CALL 1.800.360.9875 EXT 5655 FOR MORE INFO. 
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TIMES ARE ESTIMATED AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE BASED ON TRAVEL CONDITIONS.

TUESDAYS

HAMPTON INN
1200 STATE RD. 70

Casino Departure 5:30pm

WEDNESDAYS/THURSDAYS

HAMPTON INN
1200 STATE RD. 70

Casino Departure 7:30pm

NEW NON-SMOKING SLOT AREA!
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*Must be 55+ and a Player’s Club member. Items subject to change, available while supplies last.

Like us 
on Facebook

valid through August 31, 2012

Coupon must 
be presented at 
time of service

Paid by Sharon Wallace, Republican, for Property Appraiser

Elect Sharon Wallace
for Property Appraiser

Elect Sharon Wallace
for Property Appraiser

Strengths and Experience
 Certified professional in 

 Geographic Information
 Systems (GIS)

 Has over 1,200 hours of
 continuing education

 Will hold community outreach  
 workshops educating you on  
 how the Florida Department  
 of Revenue’s mass appraisal  
 system works - find out where  
 your tax dollars go

 FL property appraisers must  
 obtain certified FL appraiser’s  
 (CFA) accreditation their 1st  
 term. Sharon is doing this on  
 her time and dollar - not  
 yours, the taxpayersFAIR AND EQUITABLE APPRAISALS FOR ALL
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Jonathan 
Crawford
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