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Freshman campus earns a B

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County Schools were only a 
D district for a week and that was by mistake, 
according to the Florida Department of Educa-
tion (FLDOE).

Forty School systems around the state were 
wrongly graded earlier this month, with 213 
schools receiving grades that were worse than 
they earned, the FLDOE confi rmed Friday.

As a result, Okeechobee’s grade will change 

from a D to a C and none of the individual 
schools here will be a failing school. The fi nal 
school grades will be released in September.

The Okeechobee improvement came as a 
result of work done at the Okeechobee Fresh-
man Campus. Apparently the state did not 
give the school enough points for the learning 
gains made in reading and writing for their low 
performing students.

School Superintendent Ken Kenworthy said 
he knew all along that the district wasn’t a D, 

“Our kids deserve better and our teachers 
work harder than that,” he said. “When all of 
your schools have a B or C grade, how does 

your district end up with a D?”
Mr. Kenworthy said administrators were

anxious to look at the actual data so they could
fi nd where the mistakes were made. He ap-
plauded the work done at the OFC.

“A few years ago they switched to end of
course exams and didn’t receive a grade. I
think the B grade (for the OFC) is quite an ac-
complishment,” he added.

Mr. Kenworthy said the district was pleased
that they were able to maintain the C grade de-
spite the increase in the rigor of the FCAT exam
and the higher cut scores.

School system grade changed to C

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

Strongman competition
Kyle Reno won the concrete carry, the fi rst event in the Okeechobee 
Strong Man Competition July 21 at the Fitness Factor. For more, see 
page 9.

Okeechobee News/File photo

Day of the Cowboy
The Okeechobee community will celebrate the Na-
tional Day of the American Cowboy this weekend. 
Events are planned at the Okeechobee Agri-Civic 
Center on Friday and Saturday, with a cattle drive 
from downtown Okeechobee to the Agri-Civic Cen-
ter on Saturday. For details, see page 2.

Local man 
faces ‘child porn’ 
charges 
           ... Page 18

See GRADE — Page 8



With great pride in our heritage, Okeecho-
bee Main Street announces the celebration 
of the National Day of the American Cowboy 
on Friday, July 27 and Saturday, July 28. The 
purpose of this celebration is to preserve 
our cowboy heritage, salute the contribu-
tions and share the lifestyle and labors of our 
cowboys and cowgirls, past and present. At 
the center of the activities will be the Cattle-
men’s Ranch Rodeo and the Cattle Drive 
through the streets of Okeechobee. Twenty 
teams will compete in this years’ event, 
with the top team securing a coveted seat 
at the State Finals in Kissimmee and gaining 
“bragging rights” among their peers for the 
remainder of the year. Events will include 
ranch bronc riding, trailer koading, team 
sorting and team branding. 

Only in Okeechobee will you see the time-
honored tradition of a cattle drive take place 
down Highway 70 from Eli’s Western Wear 
to the Agri-Civic Center. The Seminole Tribe 
will also participate with their wagons.

In addition to these events, a local bar-
becue competition will be hosted by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce, with 
a “People’s Choice” award on Saturday at 
4 p.m. Barbecue rib and pork sandwiches 
will be available for purchase with other fes-
tival goodies! Local talent will demonstrate 
various cowboy trades and western goods 
including hats, jewelry and clothing will be 
sold by the many vendors. Several children’s 
activities, including the “Barrel Racing” train 
and pony rides will round out the event. 

On Friday, July 27, this event will open 
at 5 p.m. and the ranch rdeo will begin at 
7 p.m. 

On Saturday, July 28, the gates will open 
to the public at 3 p.m., the cattle drive will 

leave Eli’s Western Wear at 4 p.m., and the 
ranch rodeo will take place at 6 p.m. The 
event will close following a performance by 
the local band, “Burnt Biscuit,” sponsored 
by the Syfrett Feed Company. “Burnt Bis-
cuit” is one of the most popular and versatile 
bands in South Florida performing modern 
country as well as old school rock and roll 
and jazz. 

Admission is $5 per person; children 
under 12 are free. The Okeechobee Agri-
Civic Center is located at 4601 Highway 710, 
Okeechobee. Okeechobee Main Street and 
the Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Association 
are co-sponsors of this unique event. Major 
event sponsors include MidFlorida Credit 
Union, Tobacco Free Florida, the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Treasure Coast Dermatol-
ogy- Dr. Tim Ioannides, Seacoast National 
Bank, Teez 2 Pleez, American Drilling Ser-
vices, Ameriprise Financials, CenterState 
Bank, Labor Finders, Waste Management 
and St. Lucie Battery and Tire-Okeechobee. 
If you have any questions, please contact the 

Okeechobee Main Street offi ce at 863-357-
6246 or visit the website at www.okeecho-
beemainstreet.net.
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Yes, this newspaper is part of
a “chain.” But this “chain” is
unlike any other.

We are owned by a journalis-
tic trust. All after-tax profits
are invested in our mission of
community service through
good local journalism.

Staffing is local, and we seek
out people who care about
the community and want to
stay here.
How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through JournalismWorking for You!

Paid by Sharon Wallace, Republican, for Property Appraiser

Elect Sharon Wallace 
       for Property Appraiser

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

 

4467-7100
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National Day of the American Cowboy 
celebration planned for this weekend

Today: Sunny and hot, with a high near 
97. Heat index values as high as 105. Light 
and variable wind becoming east 5 to 10 
mph in the afternoon. 

Friday night: Mostly clear, with a low 
around 73. Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph be-
coming light in the evening. 

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Sunny and hot, with a high 

near 95. Light and variable wind becoming 
southeast 5 to 10 mph in the afternoon. 

Saturday night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 74. South southeast wind around 
5 mph becoming calm in the evening. 

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms after 3pm. Sunny and 
hot, with a high near 96. Light and variable 
wind becoming east southeast 5 to 10 mph 
in the afternoon. 

Sunday night: A 10 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 72. South southeast wind 
around 5 mph becoming calm. 

Okeechobee Forecast

Okeechobee News/File photo
Okeechobee’s celebration of the National Day of the American Cowboy includes 
a cattle drive through downtown Okeechobee to the Okeechobee Agri-Civic 
Center. This photo was taken at the 2011 event.
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In Loving Memory of Mark Arnold
October 6, 1957 - July 28, 1998

And in time, we realize that our loved one 

Loved and Missed by
The Arnold Family

lives on — not only in 
heaven but within our 

hearts.

Need
EXTRA MONEY?

107 SW 17th St • Suite D

Inquire Within

NO PHONE CALLSMovie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Fri., July 27TH - 
Thurs., Aug. 2ND

For Info, Call 763-7202
I: “BATMAN”

Fri. 7:00 & 10:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 
2:00 & 7:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

II: “TED”
Fri. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

PG-13

III: “ICE AGE: CONTINENTAL DRIFT”
Fri. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

R

PG
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Mosquite-borne virus
reported for second
time this summer

GLADES COUNTY -- There has been a 
second Eastern Equine Encephalitis Virus 
(EEEV)-confi rmed positive horse (onset 
7/14/12) reported from the Florida Depart-
ment of Agriculture & Consumer Services 
(FDACS) for Glades County. This is the 13th 
horse reported in the state with EEEV infec-
tion with onset during 2012. 

The Glades County Health Department 
will continue with surveillance and encour-
ages everyone to take basic precautions to 
help limit exposure to mosquitoes. 

To protect your horses from mosquitoes, 
you should:

• Consult with your veterinarian on get-
ting your horses vaccinated for Eastern 
Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and West Nile 
Virus (WNV).

• Avoiding mosquito bites is the best way 

to prevent disease. You can protect yourself 
against mosquito-borne diseases by remem-
bering to “Drain and Cover”:

• Drain standing water to stop mosqui-
toes from living and multiplying around 
home or business.

• Drain water from garbage cans, house 
gutters, buckets, pool covers, coolers, toys, 
fl ower pots or any other containers where 
sprinkler or rain water has collected.

• Discard old tires, drums, bottles, cans, 
pots and pans, broken appliances and other 
items that aren’t being used.

• Empty and clean birdbaths and pet’s 
water bowls at least once or twice a week.

• Protect boats and vehicles from rain 
with tarps that don’t accumulate water. 

• Maintain swimming pools in good con-
dition and appropriately chlorinated. Empty 
plastic swimming pools when not in use.

• Cover the skin to protect from mosqui-
to bites and from the diseases mosquitoes 
carry.

• Wear shoes, socks, and long pants and 
long-sleeves. This type of protection may be 

necessary for people who must work in ar-
eas where mosquitoes are present.

• Apply mosquito repellent to bare skin 
and clothing.  Always use repellents accord-
ing to the label. Repellents with DEET, pica-
ridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus, and IR3535 
are effective. 

• Use mosquito netting to protect chil-
dren younger than 2 months old. 

• Cover doors and windows with screens 
to keep mosquitoes out of your house.

• Repair broken screening on windows, 
doors, porches, and patios. 

Tips on Repellent Use 
• Always read label directions carefully 

for the approved usage before you apply a 
repellent. Some repellents are not suitable 
for children.  

• Products with concentrations of up to 
30 percent DEET are generally recommend-
ed. Other EPA-approved repellents contain 
Picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus, or IR3535. 
These products are generally available at lo-

cal pharmacies. Look for active ingredients 
to be listed on the product label. 

• Apply insect repellent to exposed skin, 
or onto clothing, but not under clothing.  

• In protecting children, read label in-
structions to be sure the repellent is age-ap-
propriate. According to the CDC, mosquito 
repellents containing oil of lemon eucalyp-
tus should not be used on children under 
the age of three years. DEET is not recom-
mended on children younger than two 
months old.

• Avoid applying repellents to the hands 
of children. Adults should apply repellent 
fi rst to their own hands and then transfer it 
to the child’s skin and clothing. 

• If additional protection is necessary, 
apply a permethrin repellent directly to your 
clothing. Again, always follow the manufac-
turer’s directions.

The Department of Health conducts 
statewide surveillance for mosquito borne 
illnesses, including West Nile virus infec-
tions, Eastern equine encephalitis, St. Louis 
encephalitis, malaria and dengue. Deaths in 
some types of wild birds such as blue jays 
and crows may indicate mosquito disease 
activity. Residents of Florida are encouraged 
to report dead birds via the public website 
http://www.MyFWC.com/bird. For more 
information about mosquito-borne preven-
tion and illnesses, visit the Department of 
Health’s Environmental Health Web site 
at: http://www.doh.state.fl .us/Environment/
medicine/arboviral/index.html or call your 
local county health department. 

Glades County horses confi rmed with EEEV virus 

The March of Dimes Florida Chapter 

funds programs that help moms have full-

term pregnancies and healthy babies. This 

includes providing fi nancial support to re-

search and education that will help moms 

before and during their pregnancies. It also 

includes working with local medical groups 

and organizations to improve prenatal care 

and newborn screening. 

There are two applications processes for 

the 2013 program. For projects of $3,000 or 
less, applicants should use the Community 
Award Application. For projects on intercon-
ception and post-partum health, applicants 
should use the Florida Chapter Grant Ap-
plication. Both applications can be found 
on the March of Dimes website, at:  http://
www.marchofdimes.com/florida/grants.
html?src=edd_chapter_fl _120725

The March of Dimes Florida Chapter uses 
gifts wisely, awarding grants based on a 
number of criteria, including the group’s or 
organization’s ability to accomplish its goals, 
as well as the potential impact a project will 
have in helping the March of Dimes prevent 
premature births, birth defects, and infant 
mortality. 

For more information about the Chapter 
Grants, contact Donna Poynor at dpoynor@
marchofdimes.com and for information 
about the Community Awards, contact Niki-
ta Toppin at ntoppin@marchofdimes.com. 

Anyone interested in being a part of the 
March of Dimes’ major fundraiser, March for 
Babies, should call Laura McCall at 863-763-
3131 or Cindy at 772-562-0115.

March of Dimes seeks grant and award applications 

When you need blood you assume it 
will be there for you. But are you aware 
that only 4 percent of the U.S. population 
actually donates blood? There is no substi-
tute for blood so healthy community mem-
bers are asked to get on the Big Red Bus 
at one of these August drives and help en-
sure that blood will be on-hand when you 
or someone you know, needs it. All blood 
used at Raulerson is derived from Florida’s 
Blood Centers, The Big Red Bus will be in 
Okeechobee on the following dates:

• Friday, Aug. 3 – Sprint Store on Sec-
ond Street and U.S. 441 N, 2 to 6 p.m.

• Friday, Aug. 3 – OHS Football Support 
Drive at Okeechobee High School on U.S. 
441 N, noon to 4 p.m.

• Saturday, Aug. 4 – Advance America 
Fun Day (in Public Center) 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

• Tuesday, Aug 7 – Raulerson Hospital, 
noon to 5 p.m.

• Friday, Aug. 10 – Okee Health Depart-
ment, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, 1 to 5 p.m.

• Thursday, Aug. 16 – Okee Correctional 
Inst., public invited, noon to 5 p.m.

• Friday, Aug. 17 – Walgreen’s, 1 to 6 
p.m.

• Monday, Aug. 20 – Publix, 3 to 7 p.m.
• Saturday, Aug. 25 – Wal Mart, 11 a.m. 

to 4 p.m.
• Thursday, Aug. 30 – Okeechobee High 

School, 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Okeechobee August blood drives announced



Code enforcement
• Can someone please explain to me 

what the code enforcement folks do? They 
certainly aren’t enforcing codes. I live in Oak 
Lake Estates and there is a vacant lot that 
the grass is literally six feet tall. I called code 
enforcement almost two months ago. I gave 
them the benefi t of the doubt for the fi rst 
45 days because I know they have to send 
a letter. It had clearly been long enough to 
address this problem. I realize maybe they 
are busy and can’t just drive around looking 
for violations but at the very least they could 
deal with the ones that people are asking for 
help on.

• How do you deal with all these prob-
lems?

Robberies
• I own one of the 15 homes that was 

broken into last week by these guys to feed 
their coke habit and I probably will never 
get my stuff back because there is no way to 
prove it was mine. In other words, I have to 
donate money and keepsakes to some drug-
gie to help his habit and they will probably 
be back on the street in a few months rob-
bing more homes.

• Sorry to say but this new scrapping 
law that requires everyone to show proof 
of ownership of the items they are scrap-
ping and wait for a check to be mailed to 
their residence weeks later is going to make 
breaking and entering a way bigger prob-
lem. Instead of stealing items outside that 
they could scrap they will now be forced 
to venture inside for stuff they can sell on 
the street or at a pawn shop. Hopefully not 
too many people will be injured or killed by 
these lunatics trying to catch that next high. 
I’m sure the people that implemented this 
law did not think far enough into this before 
they put it into effect. Dope heads are going 
to do what they got to do to get their next 
fi x.

New dress code
• Okeechobee High School will try a 

change to the dress code when the 2012-13 
school year starts and is trying to get the in-
formation out before parents shop for back-
to-school clothes: Due to the warm climate 
that we live in, Okeechobee High School is 
going to experiment with a modifi cation to 
our dress code. Students will be allowed to 
wear shorts everyday of the week as long as 
they wear: a collared shirt, a college shirt, an 
OHS sports team shirt, or an OHS club shirt. 
Shorts must be no shorter than 3 inches 
above the knee and they must be worn at 
their waist. Holes in the shorts are not per-
mitted. For girls, the shirts must not reveal 
cleavage. The rest of the dress code remains 
the same.

• It’s about time! Wearing jeans in Florida 
in the hot months is just not smart.

• We had to deal with it and so should 
they!

• They should do this everywhere.
• The shorts is a nice thing but why does 

it matter what shirt you wear? They are so 
much worried about dress-code, public dis-
plays of affection, and drugs than they are 
actually teaching the students.

• It was warm ... sometimes hot as the 
African safari when we were in school and 
we still dealt with the warm climate. SO why 
is it such a big deal now? But I guess that’s a 
good thing for the students.

• If you have to wear a special shirt with 
shorts, you might as well have them all wear 
uniforms.

• Uniforms would be cheaper on the par-
ents.

• So, if you’re not in a club, interested in 
a college and happen to have one of their 
shirts, or on a sports team your only option 
if you want to wear shorts is to wear a col-
lared shirt? That’s just a little inconvenient 
considering there are plenty of style shirts 
out there that look perfectly fi ne and cover 
up even more than some collared shirts. I 
am so glad I don’t have to deal with those 
silly, silly dress code rules anymore.

• Was it not hot when we were in 
school?

• Some parents can only afford certain 
things for their kids. I know growing up as 
a kid my parents couldn’t fi nd clothes for 
me because I was fat. So fi nally they found 
things I was comfortable with and could sit 
in all day. 

Public Forum/Speak Out
Clarifying misconceptions about EOC building 

Hearing all that was said at the political forum last week made me realize that some clarifi ca-
tion is in order. When information’s presented and it isn’t accurate or is incomplete, it’s diffi cult 
to set the record straight when there’s no allowances made for rebuttal. Unfortunately, a few 
misrepresentations have occurred. 

First, the Okeechobee Emergency Operations Center (EOC) became an attainable reality in 
the aftermath of the 9/11 Trade Center crisis. With heightened awareness and the onset of Home-
land Security, the county began the long process of planning and design and the search for grant 
funding, the fi rst of which culminated in 2002. Soon thereafter, Florida faced an unimaginable 
death toll and devastation caused by the 2004-05 hurricane seasons, making it obvious that the 
back room of the old hospital was no longer an acceptable venue for weathering or responding 
to a catastrophic event. Our communications system was also antiquated, having been a hand-
me-down from St. Lucie County. In the aftermath of those storms, we realized how ill-prepared 
and equipped we were to face a real crisis. Once we were prepared to start construction, the bid 
process revealed that due to the onset of the economic downturn, we would be able to complete 
this project for approximately $2 million under the originally anticipated cost. Despite criticism 
regarding the budget constraints as construction began, grant restrictions required that we com-
plete this project within a prescribed time line or face forfeiting grant proceeds exceeding $1.5 
million. The net cost of the EOC to Okeechobee County was $2.4 million—not the $5.6 million 
that had originally been budgeted.  

Second, what many don’t realize is that one-third of the EOC building is used by our Sheriff ’s 
Department to house dispatch and 911 services, as well as the Statewide Law Enforcement Re-
sponse System (SLERS), which provides for direct communication with state authorities, and also 
provides a reliable communications system for our law enforcement, emergency services,  local 
government and utility authorities. The EOC building not only meets all mandates for weather-
ing a catastrophic event, it also enabled the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) to provide 
immediate expansion for our Sheriff ’s Department, accommodating their spatial needs well into 
the future. Also housed in the EOC are our Public Safety Director/Fire Chief, the Okeechobee 
County Fire Rescue (OCFR) Training Offi cer, and their staff, along with our EOC Director. This 
building is utilized on a daily basis and requires no debt service from the County budget.

Third, the concern regarding decimation of our Sheriff ’s Department and Fire Rescue is to-
tally unwarranted. Actual spending by the Sheriff ’s Department during budget year 2004/05 was 
$12,098,390, as compared to 2010/11 when their actual spending was $14,778,544  an increase of 
over $2.6 million (23 percent). The OCFR/EMS operations’ spending in 2004/05 was $3,876,376, 
as compared to $4,852,961 in 2010/11, an increase of nearly $1 million (26 percent). These 
increases have occurred despite the County’s budget constraints, worsened by the weakened 
economy and declining property values. Because the Board has placed such a high priority on 
public safety, both the Sheriff ’s Department and Fire Rescue/EMS have been afforded the oppor-
tunity to increase their operations, despite challenges to provide the needed fi nancial support to 
do so. Finally, despite the economic downturn that’s wreaked havoc with all of our lives, growth 
in our County has continued. Building permit activity between July 1, 2007, and June 30, 2011, 
is summarized as follows:

Type           Number  Valuation     Fees  Percent
Total Commercial 125 $52,816,415.07      $729,087.55      0.0138
Manuf Home Vacant Lo 54   $2,200,692.00      $214,595.70      0.0975
Manufctre Hm Vac Par 2        $82,800.00          $7,408.58      0.0895
Residential Bldg Vac 182 $48,000,650.71   $1,019,257.24      0.0212
TOTALS  363    $103,100,557.78 $1,970,349.07      0.0191
Please note that total permitting fees are less than 2 percent.
In closing, I’d like to assure each of you that the EOC is not an empty building waiting for a 

crisis to occur. It is a viable part of our day-to-day county operations and will serve us well in the 
event of unforeseen catastrophic events if and when they occur. You can rest assured that our 
Sheriff ’s Department and Fire Rescue/EMS is suffi ciently funded to continue to serve you and 
your families if and when you need them. Lastly, we can all take pride in the fact that our County 
has been the venue for over $103 million in permitting activity during the last fi ve years, despite 
the economic hardships that have plagued us all, and we stand ready to welcome much, much 
more whenever construction and new development comes our way.  Together we have contin-
ued to build a better place to grow our businesses, our families, our lives. 

If you have questions about County issues, please don’t hesitate to contact your Commis-
sioner or County administration.  

Sincerely, Ray R. Domer, Okeechobee County Commissioner-District 1 
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Letters to the editor

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
USPS 406-160
Published 3 times a week: Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday by Independent Newspapers, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D • Okeechobee, FL 34974
Periodicals Postage Paid at Okeechobee, FL 34974
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to

Okeechobee News
Circulation Administration
PO Box 7011 • Dover, DE 19903

Staff
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!
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Okeechobee High School Annual Scholarship Night

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Education Association Scholarship
Okeechobee County Education Association Scholarship was presented at the 
annual Scholarship Awards Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lec-
ture Hall. From left to right are: Candy Walker, Emily Raulerson, Savanna Whit-
lock, Ton Bonasera.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

State Farm Scholarship
State Farm Scholarship was presented at the annual Scholarship Awards Night 
May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. From left to right are: Au-
brey Robertson, Tyler Finney, Raychel Rabon, Maurisa Tremain.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

John E. Entry Jr. Memorial Scholarship
John E. Entry Jr. Memorial Scholarship was presented at the annual Scholar-
ship Awards Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall.- From 
left to right are: Brandon Elkins, Taylor Davis, Doris Entry, Joseph Stanley.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Bubba Helton Memorial Scholarship
Bubba Helton Memorial Scholarship was presented at the annual Scholarship 
Awards Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. In the front 
from left to the right are: Hector Torres, Araceli Sanchez, Lauren Fusco. In the 
back from left to right are: Lacy Altman, Margaret Gerrard Helton, Michelle Dor-
ta, Erica Frederick.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Glades Electric Scholarship
Glades Electric Scholarship was presented at the annual Scholarship Awards 
Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. From left to right are: 
Barney Goodman, Makenzie Tomlinson, Karli Holtkamp, Benjamin Kielbasa.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS

Golden Corral Scholarship
Golden Corral Scholarship was presented at the annual Scholarship Awards 
Night May 24, in the Okeechobee High School Lecture Hall. From left to right 
are: Lauren Halliday, Deborah Hall, Deion Hayes.
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

James ‘Jimmie’ R. 
Minehan, Jr., 94

OKEECHOBEE — James ‘Jimmie’ R. Minehan, 
died peacefully on Sunday, July 22, 2012, at the 
Hamrick Home. 

Born in Brunswick, 
Ga., he was a life-
time resident of 
Okeechobee. Jim-
mie was a member 
of the Okeechobee 
High School Class of 
1936.  During WWII, 
he proudly served 
his country in the 
U.S. Navy 15th C.B.  
Battalion. Returning 
to Okeecho-
bee after the war, he was the owner 
of Jimmie’s Standard Service Station and was 
also employed by South Florida Water Manage-
ment.  He was a past member of the Okeecho-
bee City Council and the Okeechobee Utility 
Authority.  In the spring during baseball season, 
he could always be found in the stands cheering 
the Okeechobee Brahman team on to victory.

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
James R. Minehan, Sr. and Ruth Angier Mine-
han; and sister, Sarah Hamrick.  

Survivors include his daughter, Martha Ben-
son; grandsons, W. Gregory (Shannon) Benson, 
Matthew (Lauren) Benson, Michael Benson; 
great-granddaughter, Abigail Benson, all of Aus-
tin, Texas; and niece, Regina Hamrick of Okee-
chobee.

Visitation will be held at the First United 
Methodist Church on Monday, July 30, 2012, 
from 9 a.m. until service time of 10 a.m. Burial 
will follow at Evergreen Cemetery.

In lieu, of fl owers, the family suggests dona-
tions be made in Jimmie’s memory to Hospice 
of Okeechobee, P.O. Box 1548, Okeechobee, FL 
34973. Friends may send online condolences to 
www.buxtonseawinds.com.

Arrangements are under the care of Matthew 
and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Seawinds Funeral 
Home, 3833 SE 18th Terrace, Okeechobee, Fla.

If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in
our EZPay

subscription plan, you’ll
not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 
s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you
can read YOUR

newspaper 
anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value
of $72 --
Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is
the most convenient way to pay for
your subscription.  Once it’s set up,
it’s automatic every month.  And with
no bills, no checks and no mail,
EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:
https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:
readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586
It’s all about you, your news, your 

neighbors, your life

Obituaries
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‘Backyarders only’
BBQ event is July 27-28

The National Day of the American Cowboy 
Cookoff for backyard grillers only has been 
slated for July 27 and 28 at the Okeecho-
bee County Agri-Civic Center, 4601 S.R. 710. 
‘Anything butt,’ sauces and beer can chicken 
turn-ins will start at 7 p.m. on Friday, July 27. 
The pork butt, ribs, brisket and chicken turn-
ins will start at 2 p.m. Saturday, July 28. For 
information and fees, contact: Keith Stripling 
at 863-634-9108; Bobby Schoonmaker at 
863-634-3910; Laurie Raulerson Stephen at 
863-634-3462; or, Noel Stephen at 863-634-
0650. Proceeds from the event will benefi t 
the O.L. Raulerson Jr. fund. Water and elec-
tricity will be provided.

OKMS taking vendor 
applications for Day 
of the Cowboy event

Okeechobee Main Street is currently tak-
ing applications for the National Day of the 
American Cowboy, to be held in the Agri-
Civic Center on July 27 and 28, and the 
annual All-American Labor Day Celebration 
which will be held in Flagler Park on Sept. 
1, 2, and 3. Applications for booth space are 
available at the Main Street offi ce, 111 N.E. 
2nd Streeet, directly behind C.V.S. and can 
also be found on the Main Street website at 
www.okeechobeemainstreet.net. For fur-
ther information, please contact Cindy Bir-
dashaw at 863-357-6246.

Buckhead Moose Lodge
to host Beach Party

Buckhead Ridge Moose Lodge #2417 
will host a Beach Party on Saturday, July 28, 
starting at 11 a.m., featuring a white sandy 
beach and a swimming pool, with food, mu-
sic, and games available all day long. Games 
include Duck Races and a Dunk Tank. For 
more information, call 863-763-2250. All 
proceeds to benefi t Moose Charities.

VFW Ladies Auxiliary
has ‘Christmas in July’

The Ladies Auxiliary VFW Post 10539, at 
3912 Hwy. 441 S.E., is having “Christmas in 
July” on Saturday, July 28, at 2 p.m. with a 
dinner of turkey and fi xings. They will also 
have a Chinese raffl e and a mystery gift auc-
tion. The public is invited. Music will be by 
Deb West.

Chobee Steelers 
Awards Night planned

All are invited to attend the Chobee Steel-
ers Awards program on July 28 at 7 p.m. 
at the Okeechobee Freshman Campus Au-
ditorium, 610 SW Second Ave, Okeechobee. 
Admission is free. There will be plenty of 
great music! Contact 863-763-3893 for more 
information.

ODEC plans JJ Picnic
The Okeechobee Democratic Executive 

Committee would like to invite any interest-
ed citizens in Okeechobee to their Jefferson 
Jackson picnic/fi esta on Saturday, July 28, 
at the Okeechobee Civic Center on Highway 
98 N from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Everyone is 
invited to come to this free event to meet the 
local and state Democratic candidates and 
the candidates for County Commissioner 
District 3 and 5 and School Board, District 
#2 as well as candidates running as no party 
affi liates.

Youth football game and 
dinner planned for July 28

The Okeechobee Youth Football Purple 
and White Game Chicken Dinner Fundraiser 
will be held July 28, at the Okeechobee 
County Sports Complex, 640 Northwest 27th 
Lane. Dinners are $10 per plate. The meal 
will include a chicken quarter, two side dish-
es, rolls and dessert. The cheerleaders will 
host The “Sweet Treat Tent.” Games start 
at 9 a.n. at the Okeechobee County Sports 
Complex.

Cypress Hut announces
upcoming events

Cypress Hut Eagles will host card bingo 
starting at 3 p.m. on July 28. All proceeds to 
benefi t FOE Charities. A bratwurst dinner by 
Harry is planned for at 5:30 p.m. on July 31, 
with music by Bobby & Carla. All proceeds 
to benefi t FOE Charities. The aerie will host 
a steak or fi sh dinner at 5:30 p.m. on Aug 3, 
with music by Lisa. All proceeds to benefi t 
FOE Charities. And on Aug 4, August there 
will be a Birthday Bash featuring Black and 
Bleu Burgers by Lorraine and Nadene at 4 
p.m. and music by Cowboy. All proceeds to 
benefi t Okeechobee High School girls track 
team. Contact 863-467-1154 or further infor-
mation.

FREE Children’s
carnival at BHR Moose

A free childrens carnival, for ages 6 to 
12, will be held at Buckhead Ridge Moose 
Lodge (1/4 mile past Okee-Tantie) on Sun-
day, July 29, from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m., spon-
sored by the Women of the Moose. Join 
them for games, crafts, demonstrations and 
horseback rides. There will also be chances 
to enter drawings for a boys/girls bicycle and 
E-reader. Hot dogs, drinks and more will be 
available for purchase.

Cypress Hut Eagles
host benefi t event

Cypress Hut Eagles will host benefi t for 
Billie Hesch on July 29, starting at 2 p.m. 
Cypress Hut Eagles will be having a Benefi t 
for Billie Hesch, Past Madam President. Mu-
sic by the Harpers will start at 3 p.m. A com-
plete turkey dinner with all the fi xin’s will be 
served at 5 p.m. There will be a cake walk, 
games and raffl es etc. Billie is fi ghting lung 
cancer. All proceeds go to helping pay Bil-
lie’s medical bills. The public is welcome. 

Community Events
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5435 U.S. 1 SOUTH, FORT PIERCE (1/2 MILE SOUTH OF MIDWAY ROAD ON U.S. 1)  YOUR INTERNET REPRESENTATIVE HANK BASILE 

772.461.6000 CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673) Mon.–Fri. 8am–8pm | Sat. 9am–5pm | Se Habla Español

APR AS LOW AS 1.9% ON SELECT PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. EASY AND CONVENIENT APPRAISALS! WE’LL BUY YOUR CAR, EVEN IF YOU DON’T BUY OURS! 

“203A” PACKAGE, FULLY EQUIPPED! LEATHER, SUNROOF, BLISS, REAR CAMERA! WELL EQUIPPED!

#12895 
6.7L V8 DIESEL, 3.31 ELEC LOCK AXLE, SHIFT ON THE FLY

SUPER CREW, V8, LOADED! CREW CAB #12253 
4X2, AUTO, LTD. SLIP, TRAILER TOW, 3.7L V6, A/C

$2,500 DUE
/mo.*189AT SIGNING 

STARTING AT

$

2012 FORD FUSION

$2,750 DUE
/mo.*189 AT SIGNING 

STARTING AT

$

2012 FORD FOCUS SE

$3,000 DUE
/mo.*216AT SIGNING 

STARTING AT

$

2012 FORD ESCAPE

BIG MPG’S!

2012 FORD FIESTA

SAVE $$$
10 IN STOCK!

$28,650
STARTING AT

$3,000 DUE
/mo.*285AT SIGNING 

STARTING AT

2012 FORD EDGE

$

$40,295
WAS $49,285 NOW JUST

$20,991
WAS $25,070 NOW JUST

2012 FORD F-250 4X42012 FORD F-150 XL2012 FORD F-150 XLT

SOME VEHICLE PHOTOS ARE APPROXIMATE LIKENESS TO THE IN STOCK INVENTORY. ALL VEHICLES ADVERTISED ARE SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. VEHICLES PRICED
AFTER ALL FACTORY REBATES PLUS TAX, TAG AND $289 DEALER FEE. SOME FACTORY REBATES MAY REQUIRE FORD MOTOR CREDIT FINANCING WAC. SOME PRICES
INCLUDE FMCC REBATE, RCL RENEWAL OR TRADE ASSIST REBATE. *10,500 MILES/YR. 24 MONTHS PAYMENT AND TAX.

2006 FORD EXPEDITION KR
64K MI., 1 OWNER, KR PKG #12993A

$17,488ONLY

2011 FORD MUSTANG V6
7K MI., INGOT SILV. MET., #12322A

$21,960ONLY

2009 FORD MUSTANG GT
21K MI., BLACK, #P4368A

$26,950ONLY

2010 FORD F-150 4X4
40K MI., SUNROOF, NAV #P4402

$38,488ONLY JUST ARRIVED!

2010 FORD EDGE SEL  
50K MI., GREY METALLIC, #12492C

$22,950
2012 FORD EDGE LIMITED
19K MI., SILVER METALLIC, #P4391

$28,950ONLY

2006 FORD FREESTYLE SEL
73K MI., SILVER BIRCH, #P4379A

$9,916ONLY

ONLY

2010 MAZDA 6
47K MI., AUTO, FULL PWR! #104370A

$16,988ONLY

2007 MERC. MOUNTAINEER
69K MI., PREM. PKG., LTHR #13071A

$15,488ONLY

2011 DODGE CALIBER HEAT
32K MI., BRIGHT WHITE, #P4375

$14,922ONLY

2007 LEXUS RX 350
69K MI., BEAUT. TRADE! #129950A

$22,788ONLY

2012 FORD FUSION SEL 
27K MI., BLUE METALLIC #P4360

$20,950ONLY

2011 FORD EXPLORER LTD
22K MI., GOLD METALLIC, #P4376

$33,488ONLY

2011 FORD MUSTANG V6
24K MI., RACE RED #P4359 

$22,950ONLY

2010 FORD EDGE LTD
23K MI., SYNC, 1 OWNER #121012A

$26,988ONLY

2012 HONDA ACCORD SE 
4K MI., LEATHER & MORE! #12965A

$22,988ONLY

2011 FORD EDGE SPORT
9K MI., 22” RIMS, NAV, SF #13129A

$35,488ONLY

2009 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5SL
33K MI., MR, LTHR, LOCAL #130258

$17,788ONLY

2008 CANYON  CREW CAB 
45K MI., SONOMA RED, #13-058B1

$17,488ONLY

2010 DODGE JOURNEY
46K MI., AUTO, FULL PWR #12809B

$17,988ONLY

CERTIFIED!

CERTIFIED!

CERTIFIED!

CERTIFIED!

CERTIFIED!

JUST ARRIVED!

CERTIFIED!

JUST ARRIVED! JUST ARRIVED!

JUST ARRIVED!

CERTIFIED!

CERTIFIED!
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Do you have
some news to share?

Publish it yourself! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.

florida.newszap.com

Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!

Walpole Feed & Supply Co.
863-763-6905

Hwy 98 N • Okeechobee

• Fly Control Mineral
• Fly Blocks
• Fly Spray

• Fly Bait
• Pour-ons
• Fly Bags

Your Fly Control Center

Available 24/7

Community Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=119590&pagenum=1
Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1
Meet Your Merchant: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1
School Information Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1
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“We know a D grade is not where we 
want to be. We know that we can do bet-

ter,” he noted.
Mr. Kenworthy said the mistake by the FL-

DOE was unfortunate. He said he hopes the 
FLDOE releases the new correct information 
with the same emphasis that they originally 
released the mistaken grades when the 
school grades are fi nalized in September.

GRADE
Continued From Page 1

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee County School Board 
approved a tentative $64.9 million budget 
Tuesday that cuts spending by over 4 percent, 
slightly lowers the tax rate, and includes a $1 
million increase in state education funding.

The proposed spending plan still is in the 
red as the district will spend about $4 mil-
lion more than they take in this year, dipping 
into reserves. The plan also does not include 
any salary adjustments for employees and 
refl ects a reduction of 27 positions that was 
approved last month.

Nearly every school in the county will 
receive fewer dollars this year. The capital 
project budget was also cut by just over $1 
million.

Local property tax payers will see a slight 
increase in the millage rate of .028 mills. That 
amounts to about $2.80 for a home assessed 
at $100,000. On mill equals $1 in taxes for 
every $1,000 of property value.  

The property tax roll was reduced by 
$21.2 million this year or 1.34 percent. The 
amount of property taxes collected was re-
duced by $202,897 or 1.69 percent. State 
education funding was increased by 3.19 
percent. In the past fi ve years the state in-
creased the required local effort by one-half 
a mill and the discretionary millage by one-
fourth a mill.

School Board Chairman Kelly Owens said 
spending has been reduced about $20 mil-
lion since she took offi ce eight years ago.  

“It is a pretty hard hit and we are still 
able to offer good education programs,” she 
said.

The district has also cut into their fund 
balance with a reduction of 4.23 percent this 
year.

Okeechobee Freshman Campus, 
Okeechobee High, South Elementary, the 
Okeechobee Achievement Academy, Year-
ling Middle, North Elementary, Everglades 
Elementary, Seminole Elementary and Os-
ceola Middle School will spend less this year. 
Only Central Elementary saw an overall in-
crease in the tentative spending plan.

The capital projects funded include 
$365,000 for a classroom remodel project 
at Yearling Middle School, $100,000 for an 
electrical upgrade at Central Elementary, 
$650,000 to purchase six new school buses, 
and $175,000 for computer hardware and 
software. A wireless connection at Okeecho-
bee High School will cost $38,000.

The schools will also have their food ser-
vice program certifi ed which will mean ad-
ditional federal funds of 6 cents per meal. 

Superintendent of Schools Ken Kenwor-
thy said while Governor Rick Scott held true 
to his promise of an additional $1 billion for 
schools, most of that came in school recog-
nition dollars and because of lower grades, 
Okeechobee County schools won’t benefi t 
fi nancially from that.

The base student allocation did increase 
$85 per student which will benefi t the 
schools.

“The budget is tight and we will burn re-
serves for the second year in a row. We need 
to get a handle on our appropriations and 
make cuts where we can while keeping stu-
dent achievement at the forefront of every 
decision we make,” he added.

Mr. Kenworthy said they tried to make 
the cuts equitable at each school and base 
it on the number of students who are served 
and the programs taught.  He said he felt the 
schools would still do a good job academi-
cally despite these staff cuts.

Mr. Kenworthy sounded pessimistic 
about any salary hikes this year. He said the 
district wants to keep fund balance over 5 
percent and currently it stands at 5.03 per-
cent. That leaves precious few dollars to give 
salary adjustments. Next month the school 
board could eliminate any wiggle room as 
they’ll be asked to approve a new policy that 
mandates at least a 5 percent fund balance 
each year.

“We know moving forward that salary 
enhancements will have to come out of the 
fund balance,” he concluded.

The next public hearing on the proposed 
spending plan is scheduled for Tuesday, July 
31, at 6 p.m. at the School Board offi ces.

School board cuts budget, 
sets tentative tax rate

Okeechobee Firefi ghters and Paramed-
ics Local 2918 are having their annual 
school supply drive, to benefi t My Aunt’s 
House, The Closet (501c3). All supplies 
will be given to local needy and foster chil-
dren. Union members will be at the front 

of Wal-Mart in Okeechobee on Friday, Aug. 
3, through Sunday, Aug. 5. Okeechobee 
Firefi ghters and Paramedics would appre-
ciate your support. If you have any ques-
tions please contact Matt Vinson, at 863-
697-1205.

Firefi ghters host annual school supplies drive
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If ANY 
of these 
qualitites are 
important to you 

Then VOTE
      for ME
 to represent 
     YOU!!

ELECT 
Billy 

MARCUM
FOR COUNTY 

COMMISSIONER
     District #1

Most Of All I Am ...
One Of You!

Honesty  Persistence 
 Passionate Hard Working 
 Commitment  Accessibility
Accountability  Focused 
Dedicated Hands On 
Fair   Direct 
No Nonsense   Innovative 
 Informative  Self Made   
 Solid Business Background 

I am extremely Pro Active  toward:
Agriculture     Yourth Programs 
Sheriff’s Dept.  Fire Dept. 
 County Employees 
 Small Business   Schools
 New Industry & Growth   Taxpayers  

Political Advertisement Paid for and Approved by Billy Marcum, Republican, for County Commissioners

OPEN 
INVITATION
“Town Hall”

Meeting 
Wed., Aug. 8th

7pm 
Join Us for An Open 

TOWN HALL MEETING 
 at the Civic Center 

Wednesday, August 8 at 7pm
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Osiris Mendez gave a strong showing in the concrete carry at the Fitness Factor 

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Cory Schoppmeyer (left) encourages his brother Nick during the Strong Man 
competition.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Paul Belangia gives his all in the tire lift competition at the Okeechobee Strong 
Man Competition on July 21.

Fitness Factor hosts Strong Man Competition



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Elvie Posey, 65, is trying 
to regain the Okeechobee 
County Commission Dis-
trict 5 seat he held four 
years ago. Mr. Posey, a Re-
publican, is married with 
two children, a boy and a 
girl. 

He has lived in 
Okeechobee County most 
of his adult life. He graduated from Seacrest 
High School in Delray Beach. 

Mr. Posey belongs to the Kiwanis Club, 
His interest in improving the economy is 
evidenced by the fact that he belongs to the 
business development board and he is the 

governor’s appointee to the Central Florida 
Regional Planning Council, an organization 
of six counties devoted to developing future 
plans for the region.

“I have been in agriculture all my life,” 
Mr. Posey said. He was involved with Posey 
Dairy from 1969 until 2007 when the busi-
ness was sold. He has also been involved in 
several other businesses. He has operated 
a convenience store, a restaurant and a tire 
repair business.

When asked why he was running for 
commission his reply was, “Because I think 
they need somebody with vision. I feel like I 
have the experience, I have the knowledge, I 
have a work ethic second to none. I want to 
come back and go back to work.”

Mr. Posey strongly favors economic de-

velopment. “We need to improve our tax 
base and get some jobs. We’ve got to create 
jobs. We’ve got to invite investors to come to 
Okeechobee to create jobs. I think we have 
to be a business-friendly county.”

Mr. Posey thinks most investors will sim-
ply go to another county if they do not re-
ceive a good reception here. “I want to be 
ready to welcome them to create jobs,” he 
asserted.

Mr. Posey would like to control spending, 
reduce the tax burden on citizens and pro-
vide a comfortable level of services. 

He is also concerned with improving the 
quality of life in Okeechobee. 

“We have hit a brick wall with our rev-
enue stream,” he asserted. Mr. Posey intends 
to do what is reasonable and necessary to 
improve the revenue stream.

When asked what he saw as the biggest 
challenge to commissioners in the next four 
years he replied “The biggest challenge is 
going to be the budget,” He believes com-
missioners will have to manage the budget 
in a way to provide the level of services nec-
essary.  
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Elvie Posey seeks to reclaim commission seat
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Emory Walker Co. Inc.
(863) 763-6742

208 SW 5th Avenue, Okeechobee

Okeechobee’s Longest-Established Lennox Dealer

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.
GENUINE COMFORT. 

CAC014022
Offers expire 8/24/2012. *See dealer for details. Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase 
of qualifying Lennox® products. © 2012 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox 
dealer for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. 

RECEIVE UP TO 

$3,300 between 
Lennox Rebates, F P & L 

Rebates and EWC Discount!*
on qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System

LENNOX KNOWS YOU DON’T COMPROMISE. AND NEITHER DO WE.

That’s why we dedicate ourselves to product innovation 
and customer service. So go ahead, get comfortable.

Homer N. Karnes and Martha “Marty” A. 
Karnes of Okeechobee, FL., celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary with 

family. They met at Cornell Aeronautical 
Research Lab Cheektowanda, N.Y., and were 
married on July 28, 1962, at St. Peter and Paul’s 
Roman Catholic Church in Williamsville, N.Y. 

The bride is the former, Martha Kost, of 
Buffalo. They moved to Ft. Lauderdale in 1970. 
Their children are, Neil Karnes and his wife Lori, and Todd Karnes. They have two grandchildren, 
Nick and Katie. They relocated to Okeechobee when Homer retired from The Art Institute of Ft. 
Lauderdale after 21 years of teaching. 

HOMER KARNES

ANNIVERSARY

MARTHA KARNES
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Elvie Posey

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Margaret Garrard Hel-
ton, 62, is a Republican 
and is seeking her second 
term as the Okeechobee 
County Commissioner 
representing District 5. 

Mrs. Helton was 
born in Dothan, Ala. She 
moved to Okeechobee in 
1960 and graduated from Okeechobee High 
School in 1968. She is the widow of the late 
Bubba Helton. Since 1980, Mrs. Helton has 
owned and operated Garrard’s Tackle Shop.

She served on the Okeechobee County 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
from 1994 to 1996. In 2011 she was named 
to the Florida Association Counties Board 
of Directors. She has earned Certifi ed Ad-
vanced County Commissioner credentials 
from the Florida Association of Counties. 
She is also on the Board of Directors of the 
Treasure Coast Council of Local Govern-
ments and a member of the Tourist Devel-
opment Council. She is actively involved in 
Bubba’s Redneck Yacht Club, a charitable 
nonprofi t organization. 

Mrs. Helton made history in 2008 when 
she became the fi rst Republican to be elect-
ed to the county commission. As commis-
sioner, she instituted the Coffee with Com-
missioner program.

When asked why she was running for re-
election, Mrs. Helton said that when she fi rst 
ran in 2008 she had never been involved in 
public offi ce. She said she fell in love with 
the political system and wishes to continue 
working to make Okeechobee County a bet-
ter place to live. 

If re-elected, she said she would try to ex-
pedite the process of obtaining commercial 
building permits. She would also strive to 
create a business friendly environment. She 
is concerned with creating jobs and lower-
ing taxes. The way to lower taxes, she feels, 
is to create more jobs so more people would 
be paying taxes. She said that in the last 4 
years she believed the decisions she made 
were for the good of the community and she 
vowed to continue that policy if re-elected. 

Economic growth and the budget are two 
challenges she sees facing the commission 
in the next four years. She said that in the last 
four years the budget has been reduced and 
she would continue to reduce the budget . 

Helton seeks to retain county 
commission seat in district 5

Margaret
Helton

Pet of the Week 
Sneakers is a male kitten, four months 
old waiting for a forever home. He is 
areal sweetheart, is up to date on all 
vaccinations, neutered, litter trained. 
Donation adoption fee is $125. He is 
micro chipped. All of the Pet/Rescue 
felines are inside house cats only.  
Sneakers available for adoption at 
Okeechobee Humane Society/Pet 
Rescue on Highway 98, next door to 
the Livestock Market. For more infor-
mation, contact Humane Society Pet 
Rescue Florida, at 863-357-1104. To 
see more available animals go to pet-
fi nder.com. Homes are also needed to 
“foster” animals who are waiting for a 
permanent adoptive home.

Special to the Okeechobee News/Humane 
Society Pet Rescue
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TAKE OFF POUNDS FOR SUMMER 
WEIGHT LOSS •
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LOSE up to 20 lbs
in 6 weeks↑ 

WE’LL HELP YOU GET STARTED 
6 weeks $169

CALL NOW!
863-357-9967

414 S. Parrott Ave., B 
Okeechobee, FL 

Locations 
Nationwide 

to Serve You

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

CANCER worrying you?
Do you need to talk about it?

Big Lake Cancer Center
Call: 863.467.9500

FREE ½ Hour Counseling Session

Raulerson
Primary Care

202 NE 2nd Ave
Okeechobee, FL 
863-467-2159

Jose Villarreal, 
D.O.

is a Family Medicine 
Doctor who is 

Board Certified by 
the American 

Osteopathic Board 
of Family Physicians.

Offi ce Hours:

Closed 
for Lunch 12-1

Accepting 
New 

Patients
of all ages

raulersonprimarycare.com

FAMILY MEDICINE

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

Cancer Scare? 
From Diagnosis to Treatment, We are Here for You

Okeechobee Cancer Center
301 NE 19th Avenue • Okeechobee 

863.357.1395 • 772.202.0151

Free Second Opinions • Courtesy Transportation • Free Consultation
The only ones on the Treasure Coast with a Pet/CT simulator

All insurance accepted including Medicaid

florida.newszap.com
NEW features:

• Daily LOCAL news updates from our 
 network of community newspapers.
• NEW Format - Interactive, plus easy 
 to use and navigate!
• Easy access to loads of special
 publications throughout the years.
• Newly designed, easy to use
 Community Calendar

Come see for yourself!

By Jessica
Testimonial

Summer was fast approaching and 
so was a size 15. I live in sunny 
South Florida where shorts and 

tank tops are most women’s daily 
attire. I couldn’t bear the thought of 
another summer in jeans. I walked into 
Physicians Weight Loss Centers and 
headed to the exam and consultation 
room with the diet counselor. In less 
than fi ve minutes, I was convinced that 
this was the lifestyle change I needed. 
I didn’t need another diet, I needed to 

Jessica lost 53 pounds 
with PWLC!

Submitted Photo/Physicians Weight Loss 
Centers

Jessica, before and after

change the way I ate forever. I have been 
on other diets, but this was different.
The program was straightforward and 
easy to stick to. Seventeen weeks after 
my initial visit to PWLC, I walked out 53
pounds lighter and 57 inches smaller.
 I went from a size 12/14 to a 2/4, from 
165 pounds to 112 pounds. Through 
PWLC I learned to eat to live, not live
to eat. I wake up every morning think-
ing of my next adventure, not my next
meal.
 It’s now summer and my daily attire
consists of shorts and a tank top just
what I always wanted! When people 
ask me about my weight loss, I tell
them I went to Physicians Weight Loss
Centers and it changed my life.
 They didn’t provide me with a 16 
week diet. They gave me the tools to
change the way I eat forever.
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REHAB THERAPY/
NURSING HOME

Family-Owned & Operated, OHCF has been 
Providing Rehab & Residential Care to Okeechobee

& the Surrounding Communities Since 1984

Stimulating & Fun Daily Activities

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

HEALTHCARE

Caring for Those You Care About

UROLOGY

DAVID A. SIGALOW, 
M.D.

Board Certifi ed In 
Urology

Specializing in:

215 N.E. 19th Dr.  • Okeechobee 

 863-763-0217

GYNECOLOGIST

All Major Insurances Accepted

Email:  drbradfield@earthlink.net

MRI

FAMILY MEDICINE

(863) 357-6030

Yasmin Akhtar, MD

Accepting New
Patients!

Most Insurance Accepted

Specialty Trained/Board Certi  ed Radiologists

The Best is Right Here! Okeechobee’s FINEST Open MRI

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

115 NE 3rd 
St. Suite A
863-824-6736

The 2011 – 2012 
Medical Information Guide

is available online

Use this interactive site to browse 
through articles and

advertisements on our updated 
Newszap website
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Do-it-yourself publishing at Newszap.com

Wedding, engagement, birth, 
graduation, birthday

and anniversary
announcements 

in print and online! 

Publish your community news 
item or press release.

Get 100 words and one photo 
for only $25

Visit www.newszap.com, click on 
your community, and then on the link

for Publish Your News

14 Okeechobee News July 27, 2012

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News  

Some taxpayers could see a slight reduc-
tion in their overall tax bill if preliminary 
tax rates approved by Okeechobee County 
Commissioners at their Thursday, July 26, 
meeting receive fi nal approval. 

Once again the commissioners also dis-
cussed Okee-Tantie Campground and Ma-
rina.   

Commissioners approved a proposed 
rate for the solid waste collection assess-
ment of $217.52 per dwelling unit for the 
coming budget year. This is an increase of 
$24.50 and amounts to a weekly pickup rate 
of $4.19. 

The good news is that the proposed 
EMS rates decreased by 10 percent. County 
Administrator Robbie Charter said there 
were several reasons for this decrease. For 
one thing, reserve funds in this area have 
increased. Also the county is now able to 
collect a higher percentage of the charges 
for ambulance service. Operation expenses 
have been reduced because of the retire-
ment of higher paid employees and their 
replacement with employees at a lower pay 
level. The preliminary rate per dwelling unit 
is $66.60. Hotels, motels and RV parks are 
assessed $1.80 per room/space. Commer-
cial property is assessed at $0.05 per square 
foot and the assessment for industrial/ware-
house property is $0.009 per square foot. 

The proposed fi re assessment rates are 
the same as the current year. This assess-

ment has not increased in 5 years. The pro-
posed fi re assessment for residential prop-
erty remains at $100 per dwelling unit while 
hotels, motels and RV parks would pay $8 
per room/space. Agricultural/vacant land is 
assessed at $56 for parcels up to fi ve acres 
with $0.64 per acre added each for addition-
al acre. Commercial and industrial proper-
ties are assessed according to the number 
of square feet. 

These assessment rates will be fi nalized 
after a public hearing at the commission 
meeting on Aug. 23. 

The board then set a preliminary mill-
age rate. The current year’s millage rate is 
8.5470. The board set a preliminary millage 
rate of 9.2457. Taking into consideration the 
decrease in property values, this millage rate 
would bring in the same amount of revenue  
to the county as the current year’s millage 
rate. However, because of the unique cir-
cumstances involved in the assessment 
of individual properties, some individual 
taxpayers could see an increase while oth-
ers could see a decrease in their taxes. The 
board also set a proposed debt service mill-
age rate of O.3450. 

One mil equals one dollar in taxes for ev-
ery $1,000 of assessed value.

The fi nal millage rates will be established 
after a public hearing on Sept. 27.

County Administrator Robbie Chartier 
reminded the commissioners that the fi nal 
millage rate could be lowered but it could 
not be raised higher than the preliminary 
millage rate they established that day. 

“Overall the county continues to be in 
good shape,” Mrs. Chartier said as she gave 
the monthly fi nancial update. Revenues 
continue to outweigh expenses. She said 
that typically the county receives 95 per cent 
of ad valorum taxes. To date this year, the 
county has received 96.4 per cent of ad valo-
rum taxes.

Commissioners took a step toward re-
moving restrictions to a proposal to develop 
Okee-Tantie Campground and Marina by 
developer Randall Henderson. Mr. Hender-
son has proposed to lease the park for 99 
years and develop a fi rst rate RV park. When 
the property was deeded to the county by 
the state the county was restricted from sell-
ing or leasing the property. Commissioners 
unanimously approved a resolution request-
ing that the state release the county from 
these restrictions. 

“If nothing is done, it will impact the 
project on the table,” stated county attorney 
John Cassels. He said that even if the proj-
ect under consideration does not come to 
pass this is a good time to ask for a release 
of restrictions. He said that in the future the 
relaxing of restrictions allow the county to 
be more fl exible in developing the park.

Commissioner Ray Domer noted that the 
park has not been a top priority in the past. 
However, he did say that that there were 
some things the county could do to improve 
the property. 

“This the just the fi rst step,” Commis-
sioner Frank Irby said. He agreed that Okee-
Tantie has not been a top priority in the past. 

“If we don’t get the restrictions removed, we 
know our options are limited,” he stated.

Turning to other matters, the board vot-
ed to purchase a 2013 International truck 
chassis to be used for an ambulance and 
authorized Maudlin International Trucks to 
refurbish and remount an ambulance body 
on the chassis for a total cost of $133,892 in-
cluding $300 trade in. 

They also appointed Commissioner Joey 
Hoover as substitute board member on the 
canvassing board.

The board heard comments from Sid Es-
trada  and Dr. Pat Cooper, board members 
of Okeechobee Rehabilitation Center, for-
merly known as the ARC. They appealed to 
the commissioners for funding. Mr. Estrada 
stated that the center is the only nonprofi t 
organization in Okeechobee that serves 
adults with disabilities. He said that the fa-
cility has a capacity for 50 clients but they 
only serve 27 due to available funds. Of that 
total, he said seven clients cannot afford to 
pay anything.

Dr. Cooper said the goal of the facility is 
to help their clients become self suffi cient 
and productive citizens. She stated that since 
2008 the facility had lost about 25 percent 
of its revenue sources while the cost of ser-
vices had not been reduced. However, the 
number of staff members and the number of 
activities for clients has declined. Dr. Cooper 
noted that 2004/2005 was the last year the 
board provided any funding for the facility. 
She said a request for funding for 2005/2006 
was not granted. 

Commissioners set preliminary assessment rates



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The legal woes for the 
owner of a local conve-
nience store continue with 
his arrest for reportedly not 
carrying state-required in-
surance on his employees.

Mohammad Bazlur Sat-
tar, 41, S. Lake Ave., West 
Palm Beach, was arrested 
Monday, July 23, on a felony charge of fail-
ure to secure workers compensation cover-
age. He was booked into the Okeechobee 
County Jail on a bond of $5,000, and has 
since been released on bond.

Sattar owns the Okeechobee City Mara-
thon store at 120 S. Parrott Ave., which is the 
same business where an employee was re-
cently arrested for allegedly selling synthetic 

marijuana (spice).
According to an arrest affi davit by Detec-

tive William Hill, of the Florida Department 
of Financial Services - Division of Insurance 
Fraud, Sattar employs a total of fi ve people, 
including himself, at the Marathon store.

“He (Sattar) added that he has operated 
businesses since 1995 and has never had 
workers compensation coverage,” stated 
the detective in his affi davit.

One of Sattar’s employees, Mohammed 
Mamus Salam, was arrested last month by 
detectives from the Okeechobee Narcot-
ics Task Force for allegedly selling synthetic 
marijuana out of the store.

Task force arrest reports stated that con-
fi dential sources twice bought spice from 
Salam, who was operating the store.

The evidence was turned over to the Indi-
an River Crime Lab in Fort Pierce for analysis 

to determine if there were any illegal sub-
stances present in the spice.

Salam was then arrested on May 14 on 
felony charges of sale of a controlled sub-
stance (synthetic cannabinoid) and posses-
sion of a controlled substance (synthetic 
cannabinoid) with intent to sell.

He was arrested again on June 27 when 
detectives received the second analysis from 
the crime lab showing that an illegal sub-
stance was reportedly found in the second 
bag of spice purchased from Salam, stated 
the arrest report. Salam was charged with 
the same two felonies.

Following Salam’s fi rst arrest, task force 
detectives executed a search warrant on the 

store during which they reportedly found 

548 bags of suspected spice that had an esti-

mated value of $6,000.

A task force detective said Salam, along 

with every other business in the county 

where spice was sold, had been told to stop 

selling the synthetic cannabinoid on April 5. 

This warning came about a month after a 

new law went into effect that banned the 

sale and possession of fake marijuana.

Spice, also known as K-2 and numerous 

other names, had been legal to sell and pos-

sess prior to the state legislature passing the 

new law.

Detective: Store owner didn’t have workers comp
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You are welcome to come visit and 
enjoy the traditional worship and music.

Come and share in the word of God

Trinity Free Will Baptist ChurchSunday School   10:00 am   
Sunday Worship  11:00 am

Sunday Bible Study  6:00 pm   
Wednesday Bible Study  6:00 pm

Pastor :  Thomas Dees

1840 N.E. 39th Blvd (Cemetery Rd)
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 
Telephone: 863-763-4962

CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR
“Come worship with us”

Summer  Sunday  Schedule 
9 am Holy Eucharist Mass

in English
12:30 pm Holy Eucharist Mass

 in Spanish 

Wednesday 6 pm 
Holy Eucharist Service 

Visit our website at www.okeecoos.com

200 NW 3rd Street 
863-763-4843

PENTECOSTAL

EPISCOPAL BAPTIST

PENTECOSTAL

Wednesday Night Service 7 pm 

Tuesday: 7 till 8pm - (You are invited)
Prayer Service 

Special prayers for special needs drop off to us or email them 
to pastor@okeechobeecog.com

301 NE 4th Ave. • (863) 763-4127
2 Blocks Behind the McDonalds on SE 70E

Children and Youth classes are Available Sunday Morning and Wednesdays

         Where the SON is    always shining!

OPEN 6-4 M-F

Serving

Call your order in, free delivery or 
pickup at window. 763-4127 or Dine in with 
free Wi-Fi. Go to Okeechobeecog.com and 

click SonRise Cafe for menu

WOW! There is nothing like it in town!
at Okeechobee Church of God

301 NE 4th Ave., Okeechobee 
2 blocks behind the McDonalds on SE 70E

Sunday Services
8:30 & 10:45
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Mohammad
Bazlur Sattar

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee teenager has been ar-
rested after he allegedly threatened two peo-
ple with a handgun while riding his bicycle.

Dwan Marshall Jr., 15, N.E. Sixth St., was 
arrested Monday, July 23, on a felony charge 
of aggravated assault with a fi rearm.

Marshall was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail then taken to the St. Lucie 
Regional Detention Center in Fort Pierce.

In a report by Deputy Mark Margerum, 
of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), two people talked to him on July 
14 about a young man who had pointed a 
handgun at them while he was riding a bi-
cycle. Neither the man nor the woman knew 

the young man’s identity, added the report.
The female victim said she was in the 600 

block of N.E. 14th Ave. when an unknown 
male riding a bicycle pulled a handgun and 
began yelling at her. The woman said she 
began running and the male, later identi-
fi ed to be Marshall, followed her on his bike, 
stated the report.

On July 18, OCSO Detective M.D. Faulkner 
showed the female victim photos of six males 
in a lineup. The detective stated in his report 
that she immediately identifi ed Marshall as 
the male who pointed the gun at her.

Neither of the victims was injured.
The reports do not indicate if the hand-

gun allegedly used by Marshall has been 
found.

Teenager pointed gun 
at woman, says report

The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Luis Delangel Perez, 33, 51st St., Vero 
Beach, was arrested July 25 by Deputy Paul 
Jackson on an Okeechobee County warrant 
charging him with the felony of possession 
of cocaine with intent to sell. His bond was 
set at $10,000.

• Thomas Abram Hughes, 53, S.E. 19th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested July 25 
by Deputy Paul Jackson on an Okeecho-
bee County warrant charging him with the 
felony of driving while license permanently 
revoked. He is being held without bond.

• Randy Ted Thornton, 29, S.E. 23rd 
Court, Okeechobee, was arrested July 25 
by Deputy Paul Jackson on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with the felo-

nies of burglary of a structure, grand theft 
and dealing in stolen property. His bond was 
set at $35,000.

• Richard Alton Peacock, 30, 37th Drive, 
Vero Beach, was arrested July 25 by Deputy 
Paul Jackson on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with felony petit theft. 
His bond was set at $5,000.

• Jamie Douglas, 39, S.E. 27th St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested July 25 by Depu-
ty Marcus Collier on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with the felonies of 
violation of probation - burglary of a struc-
ture, violation of probation - dealing in sto-
len property and violation of probation - giv-
ing false information to a secondary metal 
recycler. He is being held without bond.

This column lists arrests and not 
convictions, unless otherwise stated. 
Anyone listed here who is later found 
innocent or has had the charges 
against them dropped is welcome to 
inform this newspaper. The informa-
tion will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest report



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Auctions

Saturday 
July 28, 2012 

9:00 a.m.

1885 Hwy 441 N 
Okeechobee, FL.

 
Okeechobee County 

Cattleman’s 
Association Arena

Sale Site Phone 800-985-5699 
www.demottauction.com

E-MAIL: 
sales@demottauction.com

Auctioneer: Terry DeMott, Sr. FL 
#AU1833 – AB1285

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

A/C Mechanic
Requires a minimum of  

5 yrs exp DFWP

Apply in person:
312 SW 2nd St

Okeechobee, FL 34974

Sales Assistant and 
Coordinator needed.
Immediate opening 

working in a busy 
offi ce with account 

managers to help 
maintain high levels 

of customer 
service. Duties to 

include processing sales 
and purchase order 

entry, answer phones, 
manage inventory, 
maintain fi les and a 

wide range of 
customer service and 

other tasks. Prior 
experience in sales 

environment preferred. 
Profi ciency in Excel, 
Word, Power Point 
and other common 
computer programs 

required. 
Fax resumes to: 

863-692-0100 or email 
to: positions@mack-

farms.com

WANTED 
Lic. Beautician 
needed for new 

upscale salon and 
boutique. Best pay scale 

in Town. Great 
location - across street 

from theater. Call Jim
1-305-923-9270 

or 763-6140

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Employment
Part  Time

Grand Oaks
Assisted Living 

Community
Exp. Cook needed 

Part-time.
Apply in person 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm
203 SE 2nd Street

Level 2 Background 
check required.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Business
Opportunities

Need
EXTRA MONEY?

107 SW 17th St • Suite D

Inquire Within

NO PHONE CALLS

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING 
& HAULING

Top soil, Fill dirt, 
Rock, Shell, & Sand. 

(863) 634-7771.

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Guns/Supplies

Ruger Blackhawk 
.357/9mm old model

exc. condition $550.00
o.b.o.Call 863-447-9982

Pets/Supplies

11 WEEK OLD 
BLUE TICK HOUND 

PUPPIES, 
M/F, $250 TO $300

863-634-1131

For Sale CKC Reg. 
8 mo. Female Yorkie, 

spade, microchip. 
Selling due to health of 

owner. $500.00 cash 
863-467-8272 or 
863-610-0433

Yorkipoo Pups - 2 toy 
males 9 wks.shots 
health cert.adorable 
$350 ea.cash only 
863-610-2725. 

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm Feed/
Products

Alfalfa Hay for sale 
70lb. bales 

$16.00 a piece.
Coastal and Oat Hay 

Mix $8.00 a bale.
Call 863-634-7051

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

For Rent 2bd/2ba 
Newly Renovated!

Oak Lake Villa, Unit 21.
$850.00 asking 

1st, last & security. 
Call (863)610-0618

OKEE - Huge, Clean, 
2BR, 2BA, Inside laun-
dry.  $650. month. First 
& Sec. or 2BR, 1BA, 
$600/mo  Call 
772-215-0098

Business Places

Doctor/ Dentist Offi ce 
for rent. Available 

2nd week of August. 
Call for more 
information 

(863)610-0618

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

Furnished 
2bdrm/1bath

Townhome in Kings Bay,
Water, Sewer, W/D, 
Pool, much more.. 
Call 863-634-8331

Houses - Rent

1004 SE 8th Drive
Newly Remodeled

 2 bed, 1 bath $650.00 
All appliances, tile 
fl oors, hurricane win-
dows. July occupancy 

Last, security, referenc-
es. Chris 863-447-3282 

anytime

2/1 HOUSE - w/central 
AC and appliances. 310 
NE 4th Ave. $700/mo. 
1st, last & $500 sec 
req. (863)467-5965

FT. Drum Area. 4 acre 
pasture, 1bdrm CBS 
home, old barn, Pet 
Fee. $500 deposit $500 
monthly Call 
912-224-4658 or 
734-637-2697

NW area of Okee. 1BR,  
2 people only. No pets. 
Non-smoker. Very quiet 
& clean. $550/mo. $250 

dep. 863-697-1168

OKEE 3/1 Small Updated 
Home, central a/c, 
wood fl ooring, Tiled 
Bathroom, w/d, Well 

Water. $700 mo. 
plus security 

Located by 15-B.   
Call 786-201-0306

SEASONAL RENTAL: 
2/1 1/2,furnished home 
w/garage in city limits. 
Minimum 6 months. No 
children,pets or smok-
ers. $1,000/mo. plus 

electric. $500 sec.dep. 
and 1st month.
(863)447-2715

Roommate

WANT SOMEONE TO 
SHARE - 3/2 mobile 
home. $90/wk Call 
(772)332-6180

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Land - Sale

10 Acres - Owner Fi-
nancing - $3,000 down 
- Park your trailer or 
build your house - 7 
mins to town - 

(863) 763-6358

Lots - Sale

Great Building Lot
Located in Brentwood 

Estates.  0.65 acres, 
water deposit paid, 
house pad in place to 
accommodate up to 
3500 SQ. ft. home. 
REDUCED TO $39,500  

CARL @ 863-634-8617

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Lots

Mobile Home 
Lot for Rent

Off North West 30th 
Street, close to 

Elementary School 
and Hwy 98.

Call for more info.
863-697-1168

Mobile Home
Rent

2BD/1BA Nice Park, 
nice unit, central air, 
$400 monthly, part of 

utilities paid
Call 812-989-3022
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Mobile Home
Rent
BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 

Dbl. Wide 2BR, 2BA, 
C/Air. $500 mo. Large 
3BR, 2BA, C/Air. $550 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease, plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

KISSIMMEE RIVER  
Estates, 2 Bedroom,  
17216 Brynwood Lane, 
$350 mo. + $300 de-
posit. Lawn & Water 
maintenance included. 
317-402-5441 or  
863-261-4138

Lovely Completely 
Remodeled 3bd/2ba

Mobile Home in Country 
Setting. Just 15 minutes 
from Okeechobee and 
1 1/2 mile from Kissim-
mee River boat ramp. 

For more info
Call Stan 863-385-2613

Mobile Home Sale

Palm Harbor Homes
4/2 from $499mo Loaded
3/2 from $399mo Loaded

Homes on Your Lot
0 Down

800-622-2832 ext 210

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 941-347-7171

RV Space Rent

BIG O RESORT -
Two canal lots for rent.

Yearly lease only.
55+ park, boat dock.

$3,000 per lot per year 
plus elec. 

Call 239-218-1269

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Sport Utility

1995 Chevy Tahoe
78,000 miles, new tires, 

new brakes, no a/c, 
runs good $2,500.00
Call 863-467-4734

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
AND PUBLIC TEST OF VOTE TABULATING EQUIPMENT

FOR THE AUGUST 14, 2012 PRIMARY ELECTION

The Okeechobee County Canvassing Board will convene in the historic court-
house at the offi ce of the Supervisor of Elections, 304 NW 2nd Street, Okee-
chobee, Florida, at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 31, 2012. The Board is 
convening for the testing of the ballot tabulating equipment to be used for 
the August 14, 2012 Primary Election. The Board may also discuss other 
matters pertaining to the November 6, 2012, General Election.

In accordance with the Sunshine Law of Florida, this meeting is open to the 
public.

/s/Gwen Chandler
Supervisor of Elections
Okeechobee County
422877 ON 7/27/2012

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2012TD151

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that TC 09 LLC the holder of the following 
certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be issued thereon.  The 
certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and 
the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No: 2970   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  TALL PINES ESTATES LOT 4 

1-18-37-36-0010-00000-0040
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
CATHOLIC APOSTOLIC CHURCH
JAY P HUGHES

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 6th day of September, 2012.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
422319 ON 7/27;8/3,10,17/2012

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2012TD152

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that TC 09 LLC the holder of the following 
certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be issued thereon.  The 
certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and 
the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No: 3385   Year of Issuance: June-01-2009

Description of Property:  SOUTH OKEECHOBEE LOTS 1 & 2 BLK X 

3-21-37-35-0040-0004A-0010
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
SUSAN J SULLIVAN ESTATE
SUSAN SEVIER SULLIVAN ESTATE

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 6th day of September, 2012.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
422322 ON 7/27;8/3,10,17/2012

Public Notice Public Notice

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2012TD150

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that TC 09 LLC the holder of the following 
certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be issued thereon.  The 
certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and 
the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2703   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  TAYLOR CREEK ISLES SEC 3 LOT 371 

1-35-37-35-0040-00000-3710
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
CHARLES R HAWES
MITCHELL WAYNE HAWES

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 6th day of September, 2012.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770.
422318 ON 7/27;8/3,10,17/2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2010 CA 506
Judge Elizabeth Metzger

CATHERINE P. CHESTER,
     Plaintiff,
v.   
SHERRON L. MILLER,
     Defendant.

           NOTICE OF ACTION 

TO SHERRON L. MILLER:
   
   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
to foreclose a mortgage on the fol-
lowing property in Okeechobee 
County, Florida:
  The West 1/2 of the East 1/2 

of the South 1/2 of the South 
1/2 of Tract 01, Section 27, 
Township 34 South, Range 33 
East, according to the plat 
thereof recorded in Plat Book 
4, pages 3A through D, inclu-
sive, Public Records of Okee-
chobee County, Florida (1.25 
acres) (aka Lot 0)

has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any to it on Ryon 
McCabe, the plaintiff’s attorney, 
whose address is 1601 Forum Place, 
Suite 505, West Palm Beach, Florida 
33445 on or before 8/20/2012, and 
fi le the original with the clerk of this 
court either before service on the 
plaintiff’s attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a default will be 
entered against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint or petition.
   DATED this 16th day of July, 2012.

Sharon Robertson
As Clerk of the Court

By: Linda F. Young
As Deputy Clerk

422273 ON 7/20,27/2012

NOTICE OF OUA MEETING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
the Okeechobee Utility Authority will 
meet in regular session on Monday, 
August 6, 2012 at 8:30 A.M., at the 
Okeechobee Utility Authority Offi ces, 
100 SW 5th Avenue, Okeechobee, 
Florida.

   The needs of hearing or visually 
impaired persons shall be met by 
contacting the Executive Director’s 
Offi ce at 863-763-9460 at least 48 
hours prior to the Public Hearing by 
any person wishing assistance.

    Pursuant to Section 286.0105, 
Florida Statutes, if a person decides 
to appeal any decision made by the 
Authority with respect to such meet-
ings, he or she will need a record of 
proceedings and for such purpose 
may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceedings is made; 
which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal 
is based.  Such person may provide a 
court reporter, stenographer, or tape 
recorder for such verbatim record.

BY ORDER OF THE OKEECHOBEE
UTILITY AUTHORITY
      
John F. Hayford
Executive Director
422392 ON 7/27/2012

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION
DIVISION

CASE NO: 2012CA000127

THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON 
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR THE CERTIFICATE-
HOLDERS OF THE CWALT, INC., AL-
TERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2007-21CB 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 2007-21CB
     Plaintiff,
VS.
ETHEL M. BACHER; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF ETHEL M. BACHER; MA-
RIE E. HUFFMAN; ANN G. KINGSLEY; 
CHRISTY R. MOODY A/K/A CHRISTY 
MOODY AND THE UKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF CHRISTY R. MOODY A/K/A 
CHRISTY MOODY; REGINALD F. 
KINGSLEY; ANN G. KINGSLEY; VERN 
R. HUFFMAN; MARIE E. HUFFMAN; 
UNKNOWN TENANT #1; UNKNOWN 
TENANT #2, ET AL
     Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF ACTION - 
CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE 

TO: UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF ETH-
EL M. BACHER; MARIE E. 
HUFFMAN; ANN G. KINGSLEY; 
CHRISTY R. MOODY A/K/A 
CHRISTY MOODY AND THE 
UKNOWN SPOUSE OF CHRIS-
TY R. MOODY A/K/A CHRISTY 
MOODY

whose residence is unknown if 
he/she/they be living; and if 
he/she/they be dead, the unknown 
defendants who may be spouses, 
heirs, devisees, grantees, assignees, 
lienors, creditors, trustees, and all 
parties claiming an interest by, 
through, under or against the Defen-
dants, who are not known to be dead 
or alive, and all parties having or 
claiming to have any right, title or in-
terest in the property described in the 
mortgage being foreclosed herein.
   YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
an action to foreclose a mortgage on 
the following property:
 The West 190 feet of Tract 107, 

QUAIL ACRES, AN UNRECORD-
ED SUBDIVISION, as per plat 
thereof in Plat Book 515, Page 
1900, of the Public Records of 
Okeechobee County, Florida, 
more fully described as the 
West 190 feet of the following 
described land:

 Commence at the Southwest 
corner of the Southeast 1/4 of 
Section 9, Township 36 South, 
Range 35 East, and run North 
89°40’13” East along the Sec-
tion line a distance of 586.58 
feet to the Point of Beginning. 
Thence continue North 
89°40’13” East a distance of 
382.04 feet; thence run North 
0°19’54” West a distance of 
544.55 feet to a road, thence 
run North 83°53’44” West 
along the Southerly boundary 
of said road a distance of 
384.46 feet to a point, thence 
run South 0°19’54” East a dis-
tance of 587.63 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.

has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on 
counsel for Plaintiff, whose address 
is 3010 North Military Trail, Suite 
300, Boca Raton, Florida 33431 with-
in 30 days from Date of First Publica-
tion of this Notice and fi le the 
original with the clerk of this court ei-
ther before service on Plaintiffs attor-
ney or immediately thereafter; 
otherwise a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint or petition fi led 
herein.
 WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court at County, Florida this 
17th day of July, 2012.

SHARON ROBERTSON
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

BY: Arlene Nealis
Deputy Clerk

ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ,
AND SCHNEID, PL
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
3010 NORTH MILITARY TRAIL,
SUITE 300 BOCA RATON, FL 33431
422309 ON 7/20,27/2012

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.
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ACROSS
1 Calrissian of “Star

Wars” films
6 Playground

rejoinder
11 Down
14 Center of Florida?
15 Pageant prop
16 __ mater
17 Negotiation

obstacle
19 Gallery opening?
20 PDQ relative
21 Palindromic

fashion model
22 Surgeon’s patient,

perhaps
23 Recovery sites
27 Chip away at
30 Paint choices
31 A and B, at times
32 Holdup note?
36 ’70s-’80s

televangelist
show “The __
Club”

37 Vinegary prefix
39 Be in the running
40 State capital

component, often
43 Old fallout source
45 Apollo 11

destination
46 Trading places
48 Most agree it

should be
reduced

52 Skunk’s weapon
53 “Children of the

Poor” author
54 Reason for the

downfall of many
kings?

58 __-secret
59 Street weapon,

and a hint to the
circled letters in
17-, 23- and 48-
Across

62 Rollover subj.
63 Turn away
64 Kitchen tubes
65 Turk’s topper
66 Fills (up)
67 Germs may lead

to them

DOWN
1 Yeats’s “__ and

the Swan”
2 Copies
3 Sweet Sixteen

initials
4 7-Down athlete

5 Place to play
favorites, briefly

6 Score direction
after accelerando,
perhaps

7 Home of a 
4-Down

8 Words of
defiance

9 Rush find
10 Galley tool
11 Fifth wheel
12 Broadcast
13 Some are blind
18 Doctor’s

suggestion
22 Kitchen meas.
24 Come-__: lures
25 Bronco or

Charger
26 “Taking

Woodstock”
director

27 “House” actor
Omar

28 Wasatch
Mountains resort

29 One way to stand
32 First name in

comics villains
33 Say and mean
34 Speedy Gonzales

assent
35 __ precedent
37 Loads

38 Cops’ favorite
birds?

41 Dubai big shot
42 Jack of “Barney

Miller”
43 NYPD broadcast
44 Beyond repair
46 Orders from

above
47 Screen door

material
48 “__ you paid me!”
49 Hold precious

50 Birthstone after
opal

51 Petrol unit
55 Mr. Peanut prop
56 Tracy Turnblad’s

mom in
“Hairspray”

57 Gets it
59 Show age, in a

way
60 Sen. Byrd’s state
61 Electronic storage

density meas.

By Pamela Amick Klawitter
(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 03/10/11

03/10/11

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

Reading a newspaper provides
the opportunity to get involved

in your community.
No wonder newspaper 

readers are more popular!



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A route salesman for 
a bakery franchise has 
been arrested on child 
pornography charges 
and for allegedly sexually 
molesting a teenage girl.

Craig A. Barnes, 51, 
N.W. 284th St., Okeecho-
bee, was arrested 
Wednesday, July 25, on felony charges of 
sexual battery, computer child pornography 
and possession or promotion of child por-
nography.

Barnes is being held in the Okeechobee 
County Jail. His bond had not been set as 
of newspaper deadline Thursday because 
he wasn’t scheduled to go before a fi rst-ap-
pearance judge until Friday.

Detective M.D. Faulkner, of the Okeecho-
bee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), arrested 
Barnes at his home Wednesday afternoon. 
The detective said a search warrant was 
executed at that time. An outbuilding and 
Barnes’ red Ford Ranger pickup were also 
searched but nothing was found.

During a search of the man’s doublewide 
mobile home the detective said multiple 
compact discs (CDs), digital video discs 
(DVDs) and videos were seized. Also con-
fi scated were guns, fl ash drives, computers, 
external hard drives, a Nikon camera with 
zoom lens, sex toys and lotions.

A desk top computer and a lap top com-
puter were also taken.

According to the detective the comput-
ers, fl ash drives and other items will be fo-
rensically examined for their content at a 
later date.

As of Thursday afternoon, Detective 
Faulkner said he had only looked at one CD 
so far and the 30-some images he saw were 
disturbing. Some of those images, he said, 

were of adults in various sexual positions 
with children.

“I’m guessing the ages of the children are 
7 to 15,” he said.

While most of the images were male on 
female, some were male on male.

He went on to say that he expects to fi nd 
“thousands” of child pornographic images.

“He’s a sick individual,” the detective said 
of Barnes. “He’s been doing this (download-
ing child pornography off the internet) at 
least 20 years, based on my investigation.”

The detective added that he has not had 
a chance to check the serial numbers on the 
guns found in the two bedroom, two bath 
home. He and other deputies seized an AK-
47, a shotgun, two .22 caliber rifl es and a 
.357 magnum revolver.

Despite all these weapons, Detective 
Faulkner said Barnes was taken into custody 
without incident.

“He was confronted at his residence by 
me and was cooperative,” said the veteran 
investigator, adding that they went to the 
man’s home on Wednesday because it was 
his day off.

OCSO Public Information Offi cer Michele 
Bell, who accompanied the detective and 
deputies, said Barnes lived in his mobile 
home on the Prairie “like a hermit.”

“The inside of his home looked like a 
hoarder,” she said.

Also involved were OCSO deputies How-
ard Pickering, Anthony Kibler and Matthew 
Grumbling.

Barnes, a route salesman for Enten-
mann’s in Fort Pierce, has lived by himself 
on the Prairie for six years.

Mrs. Bell said when they entered Barnes’ 
home they found the lap top computer on 
a couch.

“Apparently, when we went there he was 
on the lap top,” she added.

Barnes has no prior arrest history, said 

Mrs. Bell.
Of the teenage girl, Detective Faulkner 

said she was not physically injured. He went 
on to add that there is currently no indica-
tion that any of the children on the CDs or 
DVDs are local, or that there are any local 
battery victims.

He said the victim came to the sheriff ’s of-
fi ce where she reported the crime to Deputy 
Pickering. The investigation was then turned 
over to the detective.

Detective Faulkner said as far as he knows 
that girl is the only victim.

Mrs. Bell said Barnes is currently on sui-
cide watch in the county jail.

‘Hermit’ facing sexual battery, child porn charges
2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee

863-763-4010
or 

888-874-2945

Lic. RE Broker
Auctioneer# AU2579.

2739 Acre Ranch

 in Eastern 

Okeechobee County

Offered Exclusively by:
The Tucker Group, LLC
Call Brandon Tucker (772) 201-8722

$7,250,000

century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave. • Century21okeechobee.com

• Foreclosure Viking 2.50 acres $4,500 • Dixie Ranch 4+/-acres $30,000 • Basswood Lot 124x125 $6,000 Make Offer! 
• 319+/-acres on HWY 441 North $4,000,000 • Viking 6.25+/-acres, pole barn, 2 ponds, electricity close to property 
$23,000 • SOLD Foreclosure 5+/-acres in Viking $11,900

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069

Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104 • Se Habla Español
5015-H: Beautiful Country 
home on 10+/-acres zoned 
Ag. Concrete & brick con-
struction. 2122 SF under 
air/3196 TSF. Island kitch-
en, lg 30x60 barn w/3 stalls 
and workshop, fenced, 
pond, in-wall pest control. 
Too many extras to list! 
$325,000 MLS #205942

1005-M: Seminole Cove 
55+ comm. Waterfront 
DW. 2BR/2BA, 2241 Total 
Sq Ft/1557 Under air. Lg 
Island kitchen and bkft 
area, living rm, dining rm, 
sitting area, lg enclosed 
addition with storage room, 
carport, awnings and more. 
$110,000 MLS #206049                     

1003-M: Seminole Cove 
55+ community with Club 
House amenities. Great 
view of the lake, 2/2 DW 
MH w/addition, 2 Car car-
port, large driveway, Sin-
gle/Metal roof,  1957 Total 
Sq Ft./ 1023 under air. 
$69,900 MLS #206023

3003-H: King’s Bay- 
2 Bedroom 2 bath, 
screened porch, concrete 
driveway. Easy to show. 
HOA amenities in-ground 
pool, clubhouse, tennis 
court, and lawn. $54,000 
NOW $47,900. Make of-
fer! MLS #205169

1007-H: SW Section 
home with street on two 
sides. Living Sq ft 2343, 
large island kitchen, din-
ing room with large Florida 
room with fireplace,  appli-
ances, lrg Oak trees and 
fruit trees. $170,000 NOW 
$149,000 MLS #205526

5004-M: Larkee Lakes 
(SE 58th DR) MH with ad-
ditions. Screened porch, 
open porch in back, 
power generator, large 
carport and shed. 1380 
Total Sq Ft. Nice location 
for east coast commuters. 
$29,000 MLS #20600 

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

REDUCED

NEW LISTING

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

BUYERS ONLY
REALTY CO.

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee, FL 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!

Over 100 Listings

LODGE STYLE - VACATION RETREAT HOME BHR. 6 MASTER 
BD/6BA, 4890 SF Under Air. Possible Corporate Bed/Breakfast-Rent-
als. Massive Great/Recreation Room w/ Center Fireplace, Wood Beam 
Ceiling, Ceramic Tile, 7 Seat Brkfst Bar area, Open Concept, Outside is 
Lighted w/ Large Brick Style Grill Area & Seawall.  $229,000 
Call Lori (863) 634-1457

PRICE REDUCED! WATERFRONT

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com
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Craig Barnes

FFA plans car wash to benefi t teen bitten by alligator
Kaleb “Fred” Langdale, a member of the Moore Haven FFA Chapter was attacked by 

a alligator in Moore Haven on July 9. The Okeechobee Brahman Senior FFA and District 

11 FFA Chapters will host a car wash on Saturday, Aug. 4, at the Okeechobee Tractor 

Supply. They are asking for a $10 donation per vehicle. All proceeds will go the Langdale 

family. For more information, contact Curtis Evans at 863-801-4468 or 863-763-4475. You 

may donate to the family at www.gofundme.com/ulvr0.



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County school children will 
be eating meals at a certifi ed lunchroom this 
fall.

The Okeechobee School System will 
change around their menus a little bit and as 
a result bring in more federal aid.

Superintendent Ken Kenworthy said the 
menus will become healthier and will of-
fer larger servings of fruits and vegetables. 
The federal government transferred the food 
service program from the Department of 
Education to the Department of Agriculture 
which should benefi t students and also the 
economy.

Mr. Kenworthy said the new program of-
fers incentives to schools if they purchase lo-
cal agriculture products. With such a large 
agri-business industry locally, that should 
put more money into the community.

“We fully intend to purchase products 
locally. As a certifi ed lunch program will re-
ceive an additional 6 cents for every meal we 
serve,” he added.

Students should expect more whole 
wheat products and larger portions of fruits 
and vegetables when they return to school 

in August. The menus will feature items 

that are high in protein and low in carbohy-

drates.

“We will serve good nutritious meals that 

some students might not get somewhere 

else,” he added.

Okeechobee district schools
to change food service menus

2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 201019Okeechobee NewsJuly 27, 2012

Special to the Okeechobee News/CCC

School supplies
The Community Collaborative Council, a part of the Shared Services Network of Okeechobee, is collecting school 
supplies for needy and foster children. All supplies will be given to My Aunt’s House (501c3) for distribution. If you 
would like to donate school supplies, please call 863-462-5000 ext. 257.

Okeechobee High School dress code 
to permit students to wear shorts

When students return to school in the fall, Okeechobee High School is going to ex-
periment with a modifi cation to the dress code. Students will be allowed to wear shorts 
every day of the week as long as they wear a collared shirt, a college shirt, an OHS sports 
team shirt, or an OHS club shirt. Shorts must be no shorter than 3 inches above the knee. 
Shorts must be worn at their waist. Holes in the shorts are not permitted. For girls, the 
shirts must not reveal cleavage. The rest of the dress code remains the same.
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

• The Dixie Youth Angels All-stars from 
Okeechobee leave this week to compete in 
the Dixie Youth World Series in Troy, Ala. 
Okeechobee opens play on Saturday at noon 
against the Louisiana State Champions from 
Natchitoches, Louisiana. Ten teams com-
pete in the double elimination tournament 
that runs through Aug. 1. Other teams in the 
mix include Sumter, South Carolina, Geneva, 
Alabama, Bonham, Texas, Summerton, Ten-
nessee, Perry, Georgia, Montgomery County, 
Virginia, Montgomery County, North Caroli-
na and East Central Mississippi.

Members of the State Champion Okeecho-
bee squad include Kirstie Crosby, Alani Gar-
cia, Carolina Sweat, Haley Underhill, Lillian 
Henry, Morgan Roberts, Amber Bass, Megan 
Boswell, Julia Smith, Janessa Nunez, Janel 
Aponte, and Justice Rodriguez. Coaches of 
the Angels are Dallas Nunez, HeathUnderhill 

and Brett Boswell.
• Brahman golfer Richard Donegan is 

getting ready for college golf with a busy 
summer of Florida Amateur golf tourna-
ments. Donegan fi nished tied for 13th at 
the Florida Juniors Championships at the 
Sawgrass Country Club in Ponte Vedra as he 
shot 75-76 and 71 for a three day total of 222. 
Donegan fi nished in 34th place at the Florida 
Open this past weekend as he shot 2-over 
par, 218. Donegan will attend FloridaAtlanti-
cUniversity on a golf scholarship this fall.

• Brahman baseball players Dalton Mur-
ray and Timothy Farrell will compete with 
Fort Pierce American Legion Post 358 in 
the American Legion Baseball Florida State 
Tournament Thursday. They open play 
against Vero Beach at 1 p.m. at Indian River 
State College. The other teams in the tourna-
ment include Sanford, Palm Beach Post 12, 
Tallahassee Post 13 and Boynton Beach Post 
164.

Sports News in Brief

Special to the Okeechobee News

Out for a stroll
This family of sandhill cranes seems to be enjoying wet areas left fl ooded by 
recent rains. Sandhill cranes are a protected species and seem to thrive in 
the cow pastures in South Florida.

The federal government has allocated 
funding to help qualifi ed Florida families 
to pay the fi rst mortgage on their homes 
through the Hardest Hit Help program. As-
sistance may be given for 12 months, and/
or to re-instate a delinquent fi rst mortgage. 
Loans will be “forgiven” in 5.5 years after 
completing the program. To fi nd out if you 
qualify, please come to a meeting at the 
Chamber of Commerce of Okeechobee 
County, 55 S. Parrott Ave. at 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 9.

You can register by calling Okeechobee 
Non-Profi  Housing at 863-467-5525. You 
may also visit the HHF web site at www. 

FLHardestHitHelp.org and use the Refer-
ral code 85087 so you can be assisted by 
ONPH.

Mortgage Assistance for unemployed or underemployed

BUICK
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

All New Buicks and GMCs

ALL SALE 
PRICES CLEARLY 

MARKED
ON TAGS!

All New Buicks anddNew BuicksAlAllll NeNewew BuBuiuicickcksks and GGand GMCGd GMMMMCGMGMan MCMCMManandnd GMGMCMCsCCsCCsCsMCsCs

$5000 BELOW DEALER INVOICE!
AALLEE

NO HASSLES, NO HAGGLING!

ALL OFFERS WITH APPROVED CREDIT PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE AND DEALER FEE. BUYER’S CREDIT WORTHINESS WILL AFFECT THE AMOUNT OF DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED AND FINANCING RATE. FREE MINI 
COOLER BAG WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. PRE-OWNED VEHICLE FROM $99 A MONTH AVAILABLE ON 2006 CHRYSLER SEBRING TOURING, STK#5112A FOR 60 MONTHS @ 5.9%APR WITH $3,000 CASH OR TRADE 
DUE AT SIGNING. VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. NOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY. DEALER RETAINS ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES OFFERS EXPIRE CLOSE OF BUSINESS JULY 31, 2012. DEALER NOT 

RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. COPYRIGHT © 2012. SEE DEALER FOR ALL EVENT DETAILS OR CALL 888-745-6709.

U
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U
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BUICKBUICK
WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

Se Habla Español
Ask for Luis or Carlos

OPEN SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

PICK YOUR VEHICLE, MATCH THE INVOICE! 

RF RFor RFor RFor RFor RFor R ievieweviewv ewevieviewwevieeviewewww

ALL CREDIT
APPLICATIONS
 ACCEPTED!

2003 Ford Windstar SE STK#98856PA ........................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2004 Ford Mustang STK#7359A  ..................................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2005 Cadillac STS STK#24265A  ...................................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2005 Mercedes-Benz CLK-Class CLK500 STK#4122A  ......... TENT SALE PRICED
2005 Chevrolet TrailBlazer LS STK#26366A ............................... TENT SALE PRICED
2005 Ford F-150 XL STK#98865A  .................................................. TENT SALE PRICED
2006 Lexus IS 250 STK#24249B ...................................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2006 Chevrolet Tahoe LT STK#4273A ............................................ TENT SALE PRICED
2006 Chrysler Sebring Touring STK#5112A................................ TENT SALE PRICED
2007 Buick Lucerne CXS STK#5113A  .......................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2007 Mercedes-Benz E-Class E320 BlueTEC STK#22208A  TENT SALE PRICED
2007 Honda Pilot EX-L STK#7353A ................................................ TENT SALE PRICED
2007 Ford Expedition EL Limited STK#22225A ......................... TENT SALE PRICED
2008 BMW 328i STK#24214A ........................................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2008 Buick Lucerne CXL STK#7343A ............................................ TENT SALE PRICED
2008 Pontiac G6 GT STK#98855Z .................................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2008 GMC Envoy SLT STK#24227A  ................................................ TENT SALE PRICED

2008 Chevrolet HHR SS STK#6141B .............................................. TENT SALE PRICED
2008 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT STK#24243A .......................... TENT SALE PRICED
2009 Nissan Sentra 2.0 FE+ STK#98866Z .................................. TENT SALE PRICED
2009 Chevrolet HHR LT STK#7349B ............................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2009 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT STK#24265A1 ..................... TENT SALE PRICED
2009 Volkswagen Jetta SE STK#98867Z...................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2009 Volkswagen Jetta SE STK#98869Z...................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2009 GMC Sierra 1500 SLE STK#98845Z..................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2010 Buick Enclave CXL STK#98870Z........................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2010 Dodge Nitro Heat STK#98863Z ............................................. TENT SALE PRICED
2010 Mazda MAZDA6i Sport STK#98860Z .................................. TENT SALE PRICED
2010 Mercury Grand Marquis LS STK#98859Z ......................... TENT SALE PRICED
2010 GMC Terrain SLT-1 STK#98864Z ........................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2010 Chevrolet Camaro SS STK#2512B....................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2010 Dodge Charger SXT STK#98848Z ........................................ TENT SALE PRICED
2011 Honda CR-Z STK#98872 .......................................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2011 Ford E-Series Cargo E-250 STK#98846Z .......................... TENT SALE PRICED

2011 Chevrolet Traverse LT STK#9886Z ....................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2011 GMC Acadia SLT-1 STK#26362A ........................................... TENT SALE PRICED
2012 Hyundai Sonata STK#7358A .................................................. TENT SALE PRICED
2012 Nissan Sentra 2.0 STK#24253A ............................................ TENT SALE PRICED
2012 Chevrolet Impala LT STK#98871A ........................................ TENT SALE PRICED
2012 GMC Terrain SLE-2 STK#98857P .................................TENT SALE PRICED
2012 GMC Acadia SLT-1STK#98852P ............................................ TENT SALE PRICED

TODAY THRU  TUESDAY, JULY31ST

FIRST 100 PEOPLE
WILL RECEIVE A 

SSSSSSAAAAAALLLLLLEEEEEE HHHHHHEEEEEELLLLLLDDDDDD RRRRRRAAAAAAIIIIIINNNNNN OOOOOORRRRRR SSSSSSHHHHHHIIIIIINNNNNNEEEEEE!!!!!!

FRESH VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY!
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FREE
MINI GOLF

COOLER G!

HERE’S JUST A
SMALL SAMPLE OF 
OUR INVENTORY:

PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES

AS LOW AS

SS/MO.
TENT SALE PRICED

D
S

S //////////////M$99

E
AA FOOD, REFRESHMENTS 

    & PRIZES ON   

      SATURDAY
FROM 1PM-3PM!

pp
On select models

With approved credit. 

0%APRPRAAPPR
FINANCING

as low as

AAAA

as las low aow aaass

SLT STK#24227A ................................................ TENT SALE PRICED 2011 Ford E-Series Cargo E-250 STK#98846Z.......................... TENT SALE PRICED 2012 GMC Acadia SLT-1STK#98852P ........

TENT SALE EVENT LOCATED AT:

888-745-6709
5255 South U.S.1 / Ft. Pierce, FL
rogerdeanbuickgmc.com 

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

BUICK

SHOWROOM OPEN:  MON 10AM-5PM TUES-THUR  8:30AM-8PM, FRI  8:30AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-6PM, SUN 11AM-5PM
SERVICE, PARTS & BODY SHOP OPEN: MON-FRI  7:30AM-5:30PM, SAT 8:30AM-2PM BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT! NO PROBLEM! CALL RON K.

OOOOOOOOOOLEROOOOOOOOOOOOLLLEEEERR GG
No Purchase Necessary.
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