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Okeechobee man, 67, held on 
$2.5 million bond; one victim 
reportedly under the age of 5

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man is being held on $2.5 
million bond following his arrest on charges 
that he allegedly sexually 
molested four children—one 
under the age of 5.

Lanford Ladon ‘Don’ 
Weathersby, 67, S.W. 23rd 
Terrace, was arrested May 31 
on charges of capital sexual 
battery on a child under 12 
years of age, lewd and lasciv-
ious molestation on a child 
under 12 years of age (two 
counts) and lewd and lascivi-
ous conduct on a child under 12 years of age.

Weathersby is being held in the Okeecho-
bee County Jail.

An arrest report by Detective Ted Van De-
man, of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (OCSO), referred to Weathersby as a “se-
rial pedophile” because he sexually molested 
“... four or more girls under the age of 12.”

In some cases, added the detective, the al-
leged acts were committed in front of other 
victims “... for the express purpose of his sex-
ual gratifi cation.”

According to the detective’s report, Weath-
ersby would buy the children things. Some-
times, continued the report, he would use 
emotional tactics to make them feel guilty if 
they didn’t do what he wanted.

In an interview, the mother of one of the 
victims said her child’s behavior had changed 
and that she was now getting poor grades in 
school and behaving badly in school. She had 
also told her counselors that “she is worthless” 
and her speech has regressed and become 

Man accused 
of molesting 
small children
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Broken water line means ‘boil water’ notice
A Sunday morning water line break on S.W. 16th Avenue was quickly repaired by 
the Okeechobee Utility Authority, but the potential danger of bacteria contamina-
tion left OUA customers on a “boil water” notice on Monday and Tuesday. The 
notice is expected to be lifted today. For more on the story, see page 9.
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Tomorrow’s meeting of the Okeechobee 
County Commission should be brief as the 
short agenda is comprised of mostly routine 
matters.

There is one item carried over from last 

County commission to meet

See CHILDREN — Page 5

Lanford ‘Don’
Weathersby

If you go ...
What: Meeting of the Okeechobee  
           County Commission
When: 9 a.m., Thursday, June 7
Where: Commission Chambers,  
            Okeechobee Courthouse, 
            304 N.W. Second St. See COUNTY — Page 5



Matt Buxton and Teresa Chandler, Co-
Chairs, along with committee members 
Kristy Crawford, Jenny Pung, Dowling 
Watford, Allison Chandler, Toni Wiersma, 
Gena Davis, Mike Costopoulus, Joe Arnold, 
Tabitha Trent and JD Mixon are spearhead-
ing efforts for the 24th Annual Grad Night 
party in Okeechobee on June 11, from 11 
p.m. to 6 a.m. The Grad Night party will be 
held at Lucky Lanes.

The Okeechobee Educational Founda-
tion, Rotary Club, Kiwanis, B.R.A.T. Club 
and Okeechobee High School volunteers 
are partnering to help make this year’s cel-
ebration a fun time for seniors. 

Every year, through the generosity of 
Okeechobee businesses and individuals, 
thousands of dollars has been raised to pro-
vide graduating seniors with a safe, fun-fi lled 
night that they can enjoy with friends. The 

graduation event will be an all-night party 
which will include games, bowling, pool 
tournament, money machine, black jack, 
jeopardy, music, lots of food and an auction. 
Students will have a chance to earn “Brah-
man bucks” throughout the night and spend 
their winnings at the auction which will take 
place at 5:30 a.m.

All Okeechobee graduating seniors and 
their pre-approved guests are invited. Se-
niors and guests will need to register with 
Okeechobee High School to participate. 

“In 23 years of hosting this event there 
have been no alcohol related deaths on 
graduation night in Okeechobee,” said Matt 
Buxton, Co-Chair. “The Grad Night party 

gives seniors a safe place to celebrate and 

we want to continue this safe record.”  

All participants will need to be checked 

in by 1 a.m.  No entries allowed after 1 a.m. 

Students that leave the party early will not be 

permitted to re-enter. 

All contributions are tax deductible. No 

amount is too small. Checks are made pay-

able to The Okeechobee Educational Foun-

dation.  Promotional items are also needed. 

For more information on how you can 

help with donations or volunteering, please 

call Kristy Crawford at 863.763.5573.
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Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists

• Metal & Shingle Roofs 

• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.
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2012 GRAD Night non-alcohol supervised party planned

Today: A 50 percent chance of showers 
and thunderstorms, mainly after 1pm. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 90. Southwest wind 
between 5 and 15 mph, with gusts as high 
as 20 mph. 

Tonight: A 30 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms, mainly before 
11pm. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 70. South southwest 
wind around 5 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Thursday: Showers and 

thunderstorms likely, mainly after noon. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 92. South 
southwest wind between 5 and 15 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Thursday Night: A chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms before 11pm, then 
a slight chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 70. South southwest 
wind around 5 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 40%.

Friday: A slight chance of showers, then 
a chance of showers and thunderstorms af-
ter 1pm. Partly sunny, with a high near 92. 
West wind around 5 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 50%.

Okeechobee Forecast

Special to the Okeechobee News/Peace Lutheran

Graduation Night Fundraiser
Peace Lutheran Church was able to raise $300 for  the Okeechobee High 
School Graduation Night Party by having an Easter Pancake Breakfast. 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans matched the funds and Debbie Ahrens, Fi-
nancial Director, was able to present a check to Matt Buxton for $600 to help 
with the Non-Alcohol Grad Night.

Healthy Start Coalition announces meeting
The Board of Directors of the Okeechobee Healthy Start Coalition will meet on 

Wednesday, June 13, at 11:30 a.m., in their offi ce, located at 575 S.W. 28th Street, 
within the New Endeavor High School Building. This meeting is open to the public. 
The Okeechobee Healthy Start Coalition is part of a statewide network of coalitions 
responsible for planning and implementing services for pregnant women and infants. 
The Okeechobee Healthy Start Coalition is made up of citizens interested in promoting 
healthy families and healthy outcomes for babies in Okeechobee. For more information 
about the Coalition please contact Executive Director, Kay Begin, at the Coalition offi ce, 
863-462-5877.
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Over 100 Trucks to Choose From!

$ave up to 

$10,000 off

List  Price

Heavy Duty Truck Capital of Florida NO PAYMENTS 

for 90 Days

2012 Dodge Ram 1500 ST, 4x2

2012 Dodge Ram 3500 Crew Cab, 
4x4, Diesel ST

2012 Dodge Ram 3500 Laramie Crew Cab, 
4x4, Diesel 

2012 Dodge Ram 2500 ST Crew Cab 
4x2 Hemi

Buy NOW
 for Only

$16,994*

Buy NOW 
for Only

$27,998*

Buy NOW 
for Only

$39,996*

Buy NOW 
for Only

$46,855*

D201294 D208213

D111784D111784

2008  Chrysler Town & Country

USED VEHICLES

4224 Highway 441 S. Okeechobee 
www.okeechobeedodgechryslerjeep.com ~ 863-357-0500

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 9am -7pm

Sat. 9am - 5pm Closed Sun

Jeep 
Grand 
Cherokee

2012
All prices include all rebates, including retired military, and military bonus cash.

2011 Jeep Grand Cherokee

ONLY $24,995

ONLY $23,995

Laredo
Nice!

2011 Chevy Aveo 

ONLY $12,995

Up to
40 MPG

2004 Mercury Grand Marquis LS

ONLY $9,995

 
Low Miles

 
Limited, 

Low Miles, 
Very Nice

2010  Chevy 1500 Crew Cab

ONLY $23,995

  4x4, 
Low Miles

2011 Ford Focus SES

ONLY $16,995

 
Loaded

2011 Dodge Ram 1500

ONLY $21,995

Regular cab,
 4x4

Only 9,000 
miles

2010 Dodge Ram 3500 Crew 
Cab 4x4, Diesel

2011 Dodge Ram 2500 Crew Cab 
Laramie 4x4 Diesel

2002 Saturn SL2

ONLY $5,995

 
Low Miles

2011 Ford E350 Van

ONLY $21,995

 
15 Passenger  

Very Nice

2011 Dodge 3500 Crew Cab 
Longhorn Laramie 4x4 Diesel

 
Only 3,300 

Miles. 
Was

$62,600

Only 12,000 Miles. 
Was

$56,600 NEW

Only 
25,000 Miles. 

Was 
$52,400 NEW

NOW ONLY $44,995ONLY $39,995 NOW ONLY $49,995
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Winter homes
• The story about the man who broke 
into the winter resident’s home and stole 
everything that could be pawned should 
be a warning for all who only live here 
part time. Get someone to check your 
home at least once a week. If you don’t 
have any friends who live here year round, 
hire someone to do it. Imagine how bad it 
would have been if no one had noticed the 
break in until fall.

New Testament
• The ever ongoing debate that there in 

nothing in the New Testament of the Bible 
about homosexuality. Well here are the 
scriptures: 1 Corinthians 6:9 “Or do you not 
know that the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor men who practice ho-
mosexuality,” 1 Timothy 1:10 “the sexually 
immoral, men who practice homosexuality, 
enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else 
is contrary to sound doctrine,”  This in re-
ply to those who said to me that it is only in 
the Old Testament it never says that in New 
Testament. Here is the other thing said to 
me, God hates gays ... that is NOT true. God 
loves everyone! Love the sinner hate the sin. 
Shame on anyone that calls themselves a 
Christian and speaks with hate to any per-
son. Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God 
in Christ forgave you.” God bless you all!

• Or you know, make your decision about 
someone based on their merit and what they 
have done to better the world around them, 
not their sexual preferences. Love is love no 
matter where someone fi nds it.

• “Corinthians” are letters written by Paul. 
These are not quotes from Jesus Christ. This 
is not a fi rst hand account of what Jesus 
taught. Jesus’ message was about love and 
forgiveness. 

Okee-Tantie
• If Okee-Tantie could be such a great 

development for an investor, why was there 
only one proposal? This whole plan sounds 
fi shy to me. Why would someone pay big 
bucks for an RV site they can only use half 
the year?

• I would like to ask how many local 
people would be employed by Talako con-
struction for work to be done on the Okee-
Tantie renewal project.

Abortions
• A bill to ban ‘sex selection’ abortions 

has failed in the U.S. Congress.
• They are already doing this in India be-

cause it is too expensive to have a girl only 
to later pay the endowment to the to-be 
husbands family. There are now villages and 
town were there are NO women and the 
ratio men/women is becoming overwhelm-
ing. This is wrong! No child deserves to be 
killed because of the gender. This needs to 
be stopped!

• Kill a life? A heartbeat? Are you the 
wrong gender? Are you too old? When are 
you next?

• Why should it take a bill which obvi-
ously talks out of both sides of its mouth be 
passed?  IE: (1) the parent can’t “state” the 
abortion is for gender selection, (2)  the doc-
tor can’t/is not required to ask is the abortion 
for gender selection, (3) the mother can-
not be held liable if she is “caught/proven” 
to have had a gender selection abortion.... 
Okay, so why even bother to pass the bill 
in the fi rst place? This will easily be gotten 
around by simply keeping ones mouth shut 
.. common sense, NO MORE intrusive laws!

Capital equals money
• Bain Capital: Money for people who 

have a great idea and need someone to help 
them. Think about it. Who helps you to get 
ahead?  Ahead. Get ahead. Help your family. 
Help others. You do it and others help you 
to do it. This is capitalism. There are good 
people in this world. Get the good out of the 
world.

Scholarships
• According to the story in the paper, 

the Masonic Lodge decided to rethink their 
scholarship program because they never got 
any feedback to show the program was do-
ing any good. They didn’t even get thank you 
notes from those who received the scholar-
ships. Something for this year’s graduates to 
remember. Write those thank you notes!
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To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
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To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
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To Start or Stop A Paper
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Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

Guest Commentary
By Kevin Concannon
USDA Undersecretary

Fresh fruits and vegetables? Key elements 
of a healthy diet, for sure. But many people 
of modest means, including those served by 
USDA’s nutrition assistance programs, won-
der if they can afford to buy healthy foods 
like the wonderful fresh produce that can be 
found in summer abundance at America’s 
farmers’ markets.

As USDA Undersecretary for Food, Nu-
trition and Consumer Services, I fi nd that 
perception a source of concern because 
we work hard to encourage all Americans 
to make healthy food choices – particularly 
those participating in USDA’s nutrition assis-
tance programs, from kids in school to the 
more than 46 million people participating in 
USDA’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program. 

Well, I’m pleased to say that a recent 
study by USDA’s Economic Research Ser-
vice, “Are Healthy Foods Really More Expen-
sive? It Depends on How You Measure the 
Price,” found that healthy food choices, like 
fresh fruits and vegetables, may be more af-
fordable than people think.

They found that while it is easy to buy 
“cheap” calories by using less-healthy foods, 
there are many healthy food choices that 
cost no more per portion than less nutritious 
foods. Measured by the cost per portion, 
or per pound, grains, vegetables, fruit, and 
dairy foods are actually less expensive than 
most protein foods and foods high in satu-
rated fat, added sugars, and/or sodium. 

This is great news for all those trying 
to get by with a limited food budget – like 
people receiving SNAP benefi ts.  You don’t 

have to compromise on good nutrition just 

because money is tight. And just in time for 

summer.

If you haven’t been to one of the nearly 

7,200 farmers’ markets across the country, 

I encourage you to do so. Farmers’ markets 

offer shoppers a wonderful place to fi nd the 

fresh fruits and vegetables and other local 

produce so important to a healthy diet – 

particularly now when farmers’ markets are 

practically bursting with a bounty of sum-

mer produce. 

USDA strongly supports farmers’ markets. 

And the Food and Nutrition Service, which I 

oversee, has farmers’ market programs for 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) participants, for seniors, and for 

WIC mothers to help provide healthy food 

for them and their children.

We also encourage farmers markets 

to accept SNAP electronic benefi t transfer 

(EBT) cards, which makes it easier for SNAP 

participants to make purchases.

Farmers markets are the ultimate win-

win situation.  They’re a win for customers 

because they can easily buy the freshest pro-

duce available.  They’re a win for producers 

because they are a convenient local market 

for their products.  

They also provide a chance for customers 

and producers to meet face to face and build 

better understanding of community agricul-

ture and what customers want.

So visit a local farmers’ market today – 

you’re in for a treat. And remember, fresh 

fruits and vegetables are not only the healthy 

choice – they’re the affordable choice, too.

Healthy Foods: The
Affordable Choice

Free Diabetes Education Seminar offered
Living with Diabetes, an education seminar will be presented by Wanda Haas, RN 

CDE at Grand Oaks Assisted Living Community, 203 S.E. Second Street on Wednesday, 

June 13, at 10 a.m. in the Activities Room. The seminar is offered by the Visiting Nurses 

Association.
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more “baby like.”
“At the time, she (the mother) did not un-

derstand why this was happening. Now, it 
makes sense,” stated Detective Van Deman.

During an interview Weathersby report-
edly told the detective that one of the victims 
is “an evil girl” who would make up lies be-
cause she doesn’t like him.

Weathersby allegedly told the detective 
that some years ago two of the girls wanted 
to go swimming and he wouldn’t let them. 
He went on to say this made the girls mad 
and they told him if he didn’t let them go 

swimming “they would accuse him of doing 
things to them,” stated the report.

Weathersby reportedly would have one 
of the victims watch movies on his computer 
that showed naked boys and girls together.

“These movies were shown to her so 
that she would learn how, and what, Don 
wanted her to do to him,” Detective Van De-
man stated.

The arrest report indicates that two of the 
man’s computers were seized and the de-
tective stated he will get a search warrant so 
the computers can be inspected.

Although not related, one of the girls re-
ferred to Weathersby as ‘Pops.’

Weathersby’s next court date has been 
set for Wednesday, June 20, at 9 a.m.

The detective said his investigation is 
continuing.

CHILDREN
Continued From Page 1
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Fifth Street Barber Shop open
Mary Bullington has been cutting hair since 1989, working in other people’s 
shops. So it was a natural step for her for open up her own barber shop. Ms. 
Bullington, right, and Trish Smith, left, provide hair cuts for the entire family 
with old fashioned service at Fifth Street Barber Shop. The shop is located at 
101 N.W. Fifth St. The hours are Tuesday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and on Saturday from 8 a.m. until noon. The barber shop is closed on 
Sunday and Monday.

Dr. Charles Gauldin, 
Associate Professor of 
Religion at Southeast-
ern University in Lake-
land, will be the guest 
speaker at Fountain of 
Life Church, on Sun-
day, June 10, at the 11 
a.m. service. Dr. Gauldin 
is head of the Masters 
Degree Programs at 
Southeastern University. 
He is a renowned Bible 
scholar and evangelist. 
Fountain of Life Church 
is located at 1302 S.W. 
32nd St. in Okeechobee. 
Call for more informa-
tion at 863-763-8945 or 
863-801-1297. 

Sky Vacation Bible 
School is scheduled for 
June 18 through June 
22 at Peace Lutheran 
Church and School, 
750 N.W. 23rd Lane, Okeechobee. It will be 
from 6-8:30 p.m. Children three years of age 
through fi fth grade will have fun imagining 
what it would be like to bounce among the 
clouds, soar with eagles, and reach the stars! 
The Bible comes to life as children explore 
why nothing is impossible with God! Join 
the fun activities, crafts, music and more! 
Register by calling 863-763-5042 or register 
on-line at www.tinyurl.com/PeaceVBS2012.

Oakview Baptist Church will host Va-
cation Bible School – “Amazing Wonders 
Aviation” from June 18-22, at 6–9 p.m. for 
ages 3 years thru adult. Those interested may 
print a registration form from their website, 
oakviewbaptist.com, under “Forms” or you 
may register at the door. For more informa-
tion, please call 863-763-1699.

Church of God of Prophecy has an 
Open Arms Ministry, at 102 N.W. 10th Street. 
The Hurting Women’s Ministry meets on the 
second and fourth Friday of each month at 
7 p.m. This is a ministry for women of all 
ages who are going through or have been 
through crisis in their lives. For more infor-
mation, please call 863-254-8304.

There is a Community Gospel Sing at the 
Seventh Day Christian Church, at 912 
N.W. Park St. (S.R. 70) every Tuesday at 7 
p.m. Anyone can participate in singing or 
playing guitar, banjo, mandolin, fi ddle, do-
bro, and harmonica—come and enjoy!

A “Faith Community Nurse” basic prepa-
ration course and retreat will be offered by 
the Interfaith Health and Wellness As-
sociation this summer. Developed within 
an interfaith model, this educational course 

and personal growth re-
treat prepares Registered 
Nurses to deliver wholis-
tic care in faith com-
munities. The program 
provides 33.5 contact 
hours and includes ma-
terials, lodging, meals, 
snacks, International 
Parish Nurse Resource 
Center (IPNRC) pin and 
certifi cate of attendance. 
Participants develop the 
knowledge necessary 
for practice & have an 
experience of a life-time. 
For more information, 
call 561-379-1972 or go 
online to www.ihwas-
soc.org.

The Peace Lutheran 
School is now accept-
ing enrollment for 2012-
13 school year, ages 2 
through Kindergarten. 

There are limited scholarships for Preschool 
available, as well as Step Up for students and 
McKay Scholarships for Kindergarten. Call 
863-763-7566 for more information.

Peace Lutheran Summer Camp is now 
accepting summer campers ages 2 through 
5th grade. There are limited scholarships 
available and Summer VPK is offered.

The Peace Lutheran Church Quilters 
meet every Tuesday in the Fellowship Hall. 
Anyone who loves to quilt or wishes to learn 
is welcome to join the group at 11 a.m. Bring 
a snack for lunch break. Dessert and coffee 
is furnished. 

The Peace Lutheran Church Frontline 
Warriors, a group of men dedicated to lov-
ing Jesus and serving others, meet weekly 
on Tuesday morning at 6:30 a.m. For addi-
tional information, call 863-763-5042. Sea-
soned Seniors, anyone 50+, meet the fourth 
Thursday of each month at 4 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall for dinner and interesting 
programs. 

The Peace Lutheran Church has a 
wonderful ministry to youth called CRAVE 
Youth Ministry. Senior CRAVE is for high 
school students in 9-12th grades and meets 
on Mondays from 6-8 p.m. Junior CRAVE is 
for junior high students in 5-8th grades and 
meets on Tuesdays from 4-6 p.m. There are 
all kinds of great activities for CRAVE youth 
groups, including trips and family camp-
outs. All youth are welcome! If you would 
like to know more about Peace Lutheran 
Church, our faith and fellowship, you are 
invited to join the Discover Peace Class. For 
more information, call 863-763-5042.

Churches plan special 
programs and events

Share your news and photos 

for this column by email to 

okeenews@newszap.com

Places of
Worship

week that could generate some discussion. 
At their last meeting commissioners spent 
considerable time discussing but taking no 
action on awarding a contract for a drain-
age project in the S.W. 21st Street area. Com-
missioners will consider that contract again 
tomorrow.

Several items on the agenda are annual 
requests that the board deals with about this 
time every year. Once again the board will 
look at approving a one-time special use rate 
for Chaka’s Stars Foundation, Inc. to oper-
ate a summer camp program at the Douglas 

Brown Community Center. The board will 
also consider the 2012 Summer Food Ser-
vice Agreement between the county and the 
school board to furnish lunches and snacks 
for county’s summer play camp program. 
In addition the board will also appoint fi ve 
members to the value adjustment board to 
hear citizens who dispute this year’s prop-
erty tax bills. 

The sheriff has asked that funds be trans-
ferred from Law Enforcement Operation Ex-
penses to Law Enforcement Debt Services. 

Commissioners will also be asked to ap-
prove a joint participation agreement with 
Florida Department of Transportation for 
signage and marking improvements at the 
county airport.s

COUNTY
Continued From Page 1

OKMS announces upcoming mixer event
Aloha! The June Main Street Mixer will be sponsored by Quality Air Conditioning and Heat-

ing, 5351 S.W. 16th Avenue on Thursday, June 14, from 5-7 p.m. Wear your favorite Hawai-

ian shirt and lei as we celebrate in Hawaiian luau fashion. The public is welcome to all mixers, 

so please come and bring a friend for this great networking opportunity. For more information 

contact the Okeechobee Main Street Executive Director Cindy Birdashaw at 863-357-6246 or 

stop in the Main Street offi ce at 111 Northeast 2nd Street (directly north of CVS).
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Carolyn J. Morris, 63
OKEECHOBEE — Carolyn J. Morris, age 63, 

passed away peacefully at her home on Friday, 
June 1, 2012.

Carolyn was born November 19, 1948, in Bin-
ghamton, N.Y., to the late Edward and Agnes 
Lamberton. She was 
a resident of Okee-
chobee for 33 years. 
She was employed 
with the Florida Fish 
& Wildlife Commis-
sion in Okeechobee 
for 32 years. She 
was a member of 
the American Legion 
Auxiliary Post #1645 
in Binghamton, N.Y., 
the Okeechobee 
VFW Post #4423 and the Ladies of the Moose 
Okeechobee Lodge #1753.

Carolyn is survived by her loving husband of 
41 years, Charles R. Morris; son, Charles E. (Liz) 
Morris; daughter, Kimberly (Timothy) Carlson, 
all of Okeechobee; step-daughter, Sherri (Frank) 
Slater of Hallstead, Pa.; four grandchildren; one 
step-granddaughter; two step-great-grandchil-
dren; and many loving and caring friends.

Visitation will be 12 noon, Thursday, June 7, 
2012, at Buxton-Seawinds Funeral Home until 
service time of 1 p.m.

Friends may send online condolences to 
www.buxtonseawinds.com

Arrangements are under the care of Matthew 
and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Seawinds Funeral 
Home, 3833 SE 18th Terrace, Okeechobee, Fla.

Sylvia Vernon Pennington-King
OKEECHOBEE — Sylvia Vernon Pennington-

King (nee Arnold), age 86, passed away peace-
fully at home on May 2, 2012. Sylvia was born to 
the late Vernon Sylvester and Laura Belle Arnold 
at home on the banks of the Kissimmee River 
on July 14, 1925 and lived most of her life in 
Okeechobee. During 
her life she also lived 
and worked in Mia-
mi during WWII at 
the redistribution 
center for returning 
soldiers. She then re-
turned to Okeecho-
bee to help drive the 
school bus and de-
liver mail after her 
father became ill.  In 
1946, after WWII, 
she met and married in her late husband, James 
Edward King.

Sylvia was the third child of Laura and Sylvest-
er. She was a great story teller and inspired 
many with her early memories of Okeechobee, 
the great hurricanes, life on the river, and many 
old remedies passed down by her mother.

Sylvia loved working in her yard planting and 
caring for her plants and orchids. She had a 
green thumb and could literally grow anything.  
She worked constantly on hand crafts, crochet-
ing, and quilting until her eyesight deteriorated.  
She had an endless love of dolls which she 
made and also collected.

Sylvia was preceded in death by her husbands, 
James Edward King and Staley Jack Penning-
ton; her parents; sisters, Pricilla Nettles and Ka-
thyrn Snipes; and a brother, Perry Sylvester 
Arnold.

  She is survived by her daughters, Susie Burk, 
Boni Perl (Larry), and Jenny Vickers, Roseanne 
Locklear (John Paul) and Linda Lipscomb 
(James); sisters, Maybelline Creach (Franklin), 
Jane Hardin; a brother, Marvin Arnold (Rita); 
nine grandchildren; eight great grandchildren; 
and a host of nieces and nephews. She is also 
survived by her friend and helpmate, Stephanie 
Metcalf who has provided the loving hands that 
helped ease many diffi culties Sylvia faced during 
her last year. She is also survived by her loved 
and cherished canary, “Little Man.” 

A service will be 11 a.m., Tuesday, June 5, 
2012, at Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home with 
burial following at Basinger Cemetery.

Friends may sign the guest book at www.Bas-
sOkeechobeeFH.com 

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of the Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home, 
205 NE 2nd Street, Okeechobee, FL, 34972 
(863) 763-2111

Obituaries
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 Submit obituaries to the Okeecho-
bee News by emailing obits@newszap.
com. Customers may also request pho-
tos and links to online guestbooks.

American Legion 64 
announces events

It’s Taco Day from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 6, with music from 3-6 
p.m. Proceeds support Boys State Program. 
Thursday, June 7 is soup and sandwich day 
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. with music until 7 p.m. 
and on Friday, it’s Karaoke with Ed from 5 
p.m. to close. Proceeds from this event ben-
efi t veterans programs.

Chamber to host grand 
opening social event

The Board of Directors of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Okeechobee County will 
be hosting the Grand Opening Social for 
the Chamber of Commerce of Okeechobee 
County on June 7, located at 55 S. Parrott 
Ave. The Social will begin at 5 p.m. and con-
clude at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be served, 
so stop by and celebrate the grand open-
ing of the new Chamber of Commerce of 
Okeechobee County.

Cypress Hut Eagles to host 
steak night

On Friday, June 8, from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m., Cypress Hut Eagles will have Steak or 
Shrimp $12, and fi sh $8. Music by Wes & 
Deb. All proceeds go to Community Charity 
Fund. Public is welcome. 

Eagles North announce 
weekend events

Friday, June 8, at the North Eagles starts 
a Big Weekend with BBQ cookoff (anything 
butt) and Friday night steak dinners begin-
ning at 5:30, then Music by Lisa On Saturday, 
June 9, BBQ cookoff, ribs, chicken, and bris-
ket, 5 p.m. card Bingo. Winners announced 
for cookoff between 5 and 6 p.m. For info on 
cookoff, contact Danny Harden at 863-634-
3958. Proceeds from Dinners go to the F.O.E. 
4137 community benefi t fund 9985 Hwy. 441 
North, Okeechobee. The public is invited.

Annual golf scramble planned 
United Way of Okeechobee is hosting 

their Seventh Annual Golf Scramble on Sat-
urday, June 9, at the Country Club. $200 
for a 4-person team. $100 to sponsor a tee 
or green. Same day registration begins at 
7 a.m., with a shotgun start at 8 a.m. All 
money raised goes to support local agen-
cies providing health and human services in 
Okeechobee. To pre-register, or for sponsor-
ship information, call 863-824-7545. 

Wild orchid hunt planned
The Okeechobee Orchid Club plans a walk 

to look for wild orchids on Saturday, June 9, 
at 8 a.m. at the recreational area on Highway 
98 N, 1/2 mile south of the Kissimmee River. 
Note a big yellow and blue sign on left by the 
entrance. The group will meet in the parking 
lot. Everyone is invited to look for and pho-
tograph the Encylia Tampensis. Bring water, 
a camera, and manual binoculars. For more 
information, call Jan at 863-357-9980.

Bingo night at Eagles North
Eagles North will host BINGO on Wednes-

day, June 6, starting at 4:30 p.m. Proceeds 
to benefi t community benefi t fund. 9985 
Hwy. 441 N. Okeechobee.

OCA hosts fun shoot fundraiser
Okeechobee Christian Academy will host 

a Fun Shoot on June 9, with registration at 
8 a.m. at the OK Corral Gun Club, 6341 N.E. 
96th Avenue. The last shooter must take the 
course at 10 a.m. All proceeds will benefi t 
the Okeechobee Christian Academy Schol-
arship Fund to help make a quality Christian 
education available to more children. Give-
away drawings will include two, one-year 
sporting clay memberships provided by the 
OK Corral Gun Club. Team sponsorship is 
$350 for four shooters and includes lunch. 
Individual shooter registration is $85 and in-
cludes lunch. Lunch for non-shooters is $20. 
For more information, call 863-634-2276.

’12 Non-Alcohol 
Grad-Night Party planned

All 2012 graduates and their pre-approved 
guest are invited attend the Non-Alcohol 
Grad-Night Party held on Graduation Night, 
June 11, 11 p.m.—6 a.m., at Lucky Lanes 
Bowling Alley for a safe entertaining last 
night together. No students admittance after 
1 a.m. and no re-admittance. Parents, busi-
nesses and individuals are needed to vol-
unteer and/or donate. Please contact Kristy 
Crawford at 863-763-5573. Okeechobee has 
been fortunate enough to avoid a fatal ac-
cident on graduation night in the more than 
20 years since the Non-Alcohol Grad- Night 
party has been established.

Amateur Radio Club meets
The Okeechobee Amateur Radio Club 

will hold it’s June business meeting, on  
Monday, June 11, in a new venue. The club 
will meet at Beef O’Brady’s, 608 S. Parrott 
Ave. in Okeechobee with a meal beginning 
at 6 p.m. and the business meeting start-
ing promptly at 7 p.m. The meeting is open 
to all amateur radio license holders in the 
Okeechobee area and we invite anyone with 
an interest in amateur or short wave radio to 
attend, enjoy a meal and meet the current 
members. For more information about the 
club, or the meeting, contact Tom Timmons, 
at 863-467-5435 and leave a message.

Euchre Club needs players
The Euchre Club of Okeechobee needs 

players! Even if you haven’t played euchre 
in a while, but want to brush up or learn, 
consider coming to the club sessions. Call 
John for more information at 863-357-0803. 
The club plays on Mondays and Thursday at 
6 p.m. at the VFW on Hwy. 441 SE.

Stitchin’ group meets weekly
Okeechobee Stitchin’ meets every Thurs-

day at the Presbyterian Church, 312 N. Par-
rott Avenue, from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Bring a bag lunch and come join us for 
socialization and crafting fun. All crafts are 
welcom. For more information call Sandy 
Brown, 863-697-3099, or Correy Geissinger, 
863-467-2231.

Community Events
Coffee with the Commissioner

Coffee with the Commissioner will be 

hosted by Commissioner Joey Hoover on 

Tuesday, June 12, from 10 a.m.–noon, and 

will be held in Commissioner Hoover’s of-

fi ce located at the Okeechobee County 

Courthouse, 304 N.W. 2nd Street, Room 

244, Okeechobee. Citizens wishing to par-

ticipate are encouraged to call 863-763-6441 

to schedule an appointment.

Hospital to host prescription 
medication review event

Raulerson Hospital invites the public to 

a free prescription medications review with 

the pharmacist. Just bring a list of your med-

ications. The event will be held on Wednes-

day, June 13, at 5:30 p.m. in the Raulerson

Hospital Cafeteria. Please RSVP to: 863-763-

9228.



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A man suspected of allegedly cut-
ting another man with a razor blade 
led law enforcement on a chase 
through the City of Okeechobee at 
speeds near 100 mph before he was 
fi nally caught by a sheriff ’s offi ce 
K-9.

Dashawn McCombs, 27, was ar-
rested Saturday, June 2, on felony 
charges of aggravated battery with 
a deadly weapon and fl eeing and 
eluding a law enforcement offi cer. 
He was also charged with the misdemean-
ors of battery on a law enforcement K-9 and 
no valid driver’s license.

He is currently being held in the Okeecho-
bee County Jail on a total bond of $101,000.

McCombs was initially wanted for ques-
tioning for his involvement in an incident at 
a motel on U.S. 441 S.E. where witnesses 
identifi ed him as the man who struck the 
victim in the face, stated an arrest report by 
Deputy Heath Hughes of the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO).

McCombs, stated Deputy Hughes, had 
a razor blade between his fi ngers when he 

struck the victim. The victim suffered a lac-
eration to the right side of his face that was 

estimated to be 8-inches in length, 
added Deputy Hughes.

McCombs reportedly fl ed the 
scene in a white four-door Mer-
cedes.

As OCSO Deputy Sergeant Shan-
non Peterson was on his way to the 
motel he spotted the Mercedes at the 
intersection of Charles Harvey High-
way and S.E. 18th Terrace, stated his 
report.

Sgt. Peterson turned around and 
activated his red and blue lights to stop the 
Mercedes. However, continued Sgt. Peter-
son, the vehicle did not stop.

With his lights and siren sounding, the 
sergeant followed the Mercedes west to U.S. 
441 South where the vehicle turned right. As 
McCombs was driving northbound on U.S. 
441 S. he continued to speed up until he was 
“reaching speeds close to 100 mph,” stated 
Sgt. Peterson.

In the 100 block of the S. Parrott Ave. Of-
fi cer Chad Troutman and Sergeant Russell 
Cale, both of the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), took over and Sgt. Pe-

terson began to slow down.
As the Mercedes reached the railroad 

tracks in the 800 block of U.S. 441 N. the car 
began to fi sh tail and spin around in circles 
until it crossed the median.

According to Sgt. Peterson, McCombs 
then got out of the car and began running 
onto N.W. 13th St. with Offi cer Troutman in 
pursuit. McCombs ran into a wooded area 
and hid, added the sergeant.

OCSO Deputy Matt Crawford and his K-9 
Nero responded to the scene. The K-9 found 
McCombs in the woods and bit him. At that 
point, McCombs apparently grabbed the 
dog’s muzzle which caused Nero to whim-

per in pain.
But, Nero was able get free of the man’s 

grip and then grab onto McComb. Nero did 
not release the man until deputies hand-
cuffed the him.

Sgt. Peterson’s report stated that Mc-
Combs was taken to Raulerson Hospital 
where he was treated for puncture wounds 
to his buttocks and his left elbow. Following 
that treatment, McCombs was taken to the 
county jail.

The sergeant’s report does not indicate if 
Nero was injured while apprehending Mc-
Combs.
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Walpole Feed & Supply Co.
863-763-6905

Hwy 98 N • Okeechobee

• Fly Control Mineral
• Fly Blocks
• Fly Spray

• Fly Bait
• Pour-ons
• Fly Bags

Your Fly Control CenterGood news about your business?
Your civic group? Your community?

Tell your own story! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.

7Okeechobee NewsJune 6, 2012

The following individuals were ar-
rested on felony or driving under 
the infl uence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) or the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC).

• Brian Edward Martin, 22, N.W. 30th 
Terrace, Okeechobee, was arrested June 1 
by Deputy Rusty Hartsfi eld on a charge of 
driving while license suspended - habitual 
offender. His bond was set at $1,000.

• Jennifer Dean Murphy, 39, Linda Road, 
Buckhead Ridge, was arrested June 1 by Of-
fi cer Brian Enderle on a charge of driving 
while license suspended with knowledge. 
Her bond on that charge was set at $5,000. 
She was later arrested by Deputy Fred Brad-
ley on a charge of grand theft auto. Her bond 
on that charge was set at $20,000.

• Michael Joe Allen, 26, 19th St., Vero 
Beach, was arrested June 1 by Deputy 
Corporal Aric Majere on an amended DOC 
warrant charging him with violation of pro-
bation - possession of marijuana under 20 
grams and violation of probation - posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He is being held 
without bond.

• Pedro Garcia, 48, N.W. 34th St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested June 3 by Deputy 
Bart Potter on a felony charge of aggravated 
assault and a misdemeanor charge of do-
mestic battery. His bond was set at $3,000.

• Henry Chouinard, 37, N.W. 53rd Ter-
race, Okeechobee, was arrested June 3 by 
Deputy Arlen Durbin on charges of introduc-
tion of contraband into a county detention 
facility and possession of a controlled sub-
stance (two counts). His bond was set at 
$15,000.

• Lisa Center Gordineer, 45, N.E. 103rd 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested June 4 by 
the Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force on a 
charge of obtaining a prescription by fraud 
(three counts). Her bond was set at $4,500.

• Jose Guadlupe Palomar Jr., 31, N.W. 
98th St., Okeechobee, was arrested June 4 
by Deputy Matthew Grumbling on charges 
of possession of a controlled substance 
without a prescription (four counts). He was 
released on his own recognizance.

• Eden Nacole McGee, 26, N.W. 110th St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested June 4 by Deputy 
Joseph Hall on an Okeechobee County war-
rant charging her with violation of proba-
tion - dealing in stolen property and viola-
tion of probation - giving false information 
to a pawnbroker. She is being held without 
bond.

• Jesus Castellanos Vigil, 43, St. Lucie 
Lake, Lake Placid, was arrested June 4 by 
Detective William Hill from the state De-
partment of Financial Services - Fraud Divi-
sion on a charge of worker’s compensation 
fraud. His bond was set at $1,000.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or 
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confi rmed and printed.

Okeechobee Arrest Report

Assault suspect leads cops on 100 mph chase

Dashawn
McCombs

Code Enforcement Week honored
At a special 
c e r e m o n y 
on Monday, 
June 4, May-
or James 
Kirk pro-
claimed the 
week of June 
4 through 8 
to be Code 
Enforcement 
O f f i c e r s ’ 
Week. The 
mayor, right, 
presented the 
proclamation 
to Fred Ster-
ling, left, the 
city’s code 
enforcement 
offi cer.

Special to the Okeechobee News/City of Okeechobee



HEALTH RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

CANCER worrying you?
Do you need to talk about it?

Big Lake Cancer Center
Call: 863.467.9500

FREE ½ Hour Counseling Session

Call 863-763-3134

Raulerson
Primary Care

202 NE 2nd Ave
Okeechobee, FL 
863-467-2159

Jose Villarreal, 
D.O.

is a Family Medicine 
Doctor who is 

Board Certified by 
the American 

Osteopathic Board 
of Family Physicians.

Offi ce Hours:

Closed 
for Lunch 12-1

Accepting 
New 

Patients
of all ages

raulersonprimarycare.com

FAMILY MEDICINE

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

Cancer Scare? 
From Diagnosis to Treatment, We are Here for You

Okeechobee Cancer Center
301 NE 19th Avenue • Okeechobee 

863.357.1395 • 772.202.0151

Free Second Opinions • Courtesy Transportation • Free Consultation
The only ones on the Treasure Coast with a Pet/CT simulator

All insurance accepted including Medicaid

The 2011 – 2012 
Medical Information Guide

is available online

Use this interactive site to
browse through articles and

advertisements on our 
updated Newszap website

New and Improved!
Come check it out for 

yourself!
fl orida.newszap.com

florida.newszap.com
Check out these new features:

• Daily Local News Updates
• New interactive and easy to navigate  
 format
• Plus much, much more!

Come see for yourself!

By Bill Casian
Testimonial

M
y experience with Physicians 

Weight Loss Centers was truly 

a pleasant and successful one! 

I wanted to lose some weight for my 

upcoming 50th high school reunion, 

and since some of my friends had 

lost a lot of weight there, I joined their 

program.

 
Within 30 days, 

I had dropped 

30 pounds! The 

program was 

clear and easy 

to follow and 

my wife and the 

PWLC staff kept 

me motivated 

and on track. 

Within a couple 

of weeks, my 

blood pressure 

returned to 

normal and my 

energy soared! I 

couldn’t believe 

how quickly I lost 

over 40 inches 

and had to buy smaller clothes. I 

have now lost 42 pounds and feel 

fantastic...better than I did 10 years 

ago! It has changed my lifestyle and 

the way I eat. You don’t have to “diet” 

forever, you just have to “cook and 

eat healthier!” So if you would like to 

lose a few pounds and get healthier, I 

highly recommand Physicians Weight 

Loss Centers.

Bill Casian Lost 33 
pounds in 30 Days!

Submitted Photo/Physicians Weight Loss Centers
Bill Casian, right, lost 33 pounds in 30 days! Also pictured is
Connie Lowe, owner of Physicians Weight Loss.

TOTAL SAVINGS ON YOUR LENNOX 
HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM.

$3,300

It all adds up.

CAC014022
Offers expire 6/15/2012. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying  
Lennox® products. **See dealer for details. © 2012 Lennox Industries Inc. See your 
participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers include independently  
owned and operated businesses.

IN FP&L 
REBATES**
I
R$1,175$UP 

TO+
EWC  
DISCOUNT**
E
D$750UP 

TO+

$1,375RECEIVE
UP TO 

N FFPP&&LI

REBATE*
on a qualifying 
Lennox® Home 
Comfort System

Emory Walker Co., Inc. 
(863) 763-6742

Okeechobee’s Longest-Established 
Lennox Dealer

Ask About Our $75 Spring 
Tune-Up Special

(Regularly  $95!)
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OKMS searches for vendors
Okeechobee Main Street is currently 

seeking sponsorships and vendors for the 
National Day of the American Cowboy. 
This home town festival will be held at the 
Agri-Civic Center on July 27 and 28, in con-
junction with the Cattlemen’s Association 
Ranch Rodeo. Sponsorships are available at 
various levels. Booth space is available for 
vendors of specialty items, food, and non-
profi ts. Please call 863-357-6246 for a spon-
sorship form and additional information.

Spec. to the Okeechobee News/Pet Rescue

Pet of the Week
This is Gracie, a hunting hound waiting 
for a forever home at our shelter. Gra-
cie needs surgery on two elbows but is 
a loving happy dog. The Humane Soci-
ety’s tight budget doesn’t allow for sur-
gery of this sort. If you can help with 
Gracie’s surgery, please contact the 
Humane Society Pet Rescue Fl offi ce 
at 863 357-1104. To see more adopt-
able pets, go to www.petfi nder.com.

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

OKEECHOBEE—Okeechobee Utility 

Authority customers were placed on a sys-

tem-wide boil water notice Sunday due to a 

break in a water transmission line.

According to OUA Executive Director 

John Hayford, a waterline on S.W. 16th Av-

enue near the entrance to Ousley Estates 

split sometime Sunday morning. Water was 

fl owing freely across S.W. 16th Avenue into 

the canal on the west side of the roadway.

“The water plant kept trying to pump 

water through a broken line,” he said. As 

a result, some customers experienced low 

water pressure and others had no water 

pressure.

The problem was reported to OUA at 

9:52 a.m. Within an hour, an OUA crew was 

on the scene digging up and replacing the 

section of broken 24-inch pipe.

“We don’t yet know the cause of the 

break,” he said. “It was a relatively new 

pipleline.” He said the pipeline was buried 

three to four feet deep.

Mr. Hayford said Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection regulations required 

a system wide boil water alert be issued 

due to the break in the line and the fact that 

some areas of the system suffered low water 

pressure, which may have allowed bacteria 

to enter the system.

According to DEP guidelines, under these 

conditions all water used for drinking, cook-

ing, making ice, brushing teeth or washing 

dishes should be boiled. A rolling boil of one 

minute is suffi cient. As an alternative, bottled 

water may be used.

The boil water notice will remain in ef-

fect until the system passes health and safety 

tests two consecutive days. The water was 

tested Monday and will be tested again on 

Tuesday. Mr. Hayford explained that it takes 

24 hours to get the test results. If the system 

passes both tests, the boil water notice could 

be lifted on Wednesday.

He said the entire OUA system is affected, 

but some customers have their own addi-

tional disinfection systems which will make 

it unnecessary for them to boil water. Those 

who do not have additional water disinfec-

tion systems are advised to boil water or 

use bottled water for drinking until the boil 

water notice is lifted. This could affect some 

businesses and present problems with ma-

chines such as ice makers that are directly 

connected to OUA water.

OUA used an automatic telephone sys-

tem and radio announcements to alert cus-

tomers to the problem.

OUA on system-
wide boil water 
notice
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REHAB THERAPY/
NURSING HOME

We Love toWe Love to Care!Care!

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility
1646 U.S. Highway 441 North  

863-763-2226Five-Star Rated
�����

Family-Owned & Operated, OHCF has been 
Providing Rehab & Residential Care to Okeechobee

& the Surrounding Communities Since 1984

• Rehab, Physical, Occupational, 
Speech and Out-Patient Therapy

• Long-Term Nursing Care Available
7 Days a Week/24 Hours a Day

• Secure Dementia and Alzheimer’s  
Memory-Care Wing

• Delicious Dietitian-Planned Meals
Stimulating & Fun Daily Activities

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
Website: www.opticalgalleryeyecare.com

Optical Gallery
763-4334

763-3403357-4899
Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and
Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract

Microsurgery
Diabetic Eye Exams

Glaucoma Evaluation & Treatment
State of the Art Complete 

Optical Laboratory
Eyeglasses & Contact Lenses

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye

Physician & Surgeon

HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

120 BEDS

Caring for Those You Care About

UROLOGY

DAVID A. SIGALOW, 
M.D.

Board Certifi ed In 
Urology

Specializing in:
• Adult & Pediatric Urology 
• Bladder & Kidney Infections 
• Impotence/Implants 
• No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.  • Okeechobee 

 863-763-0217

DERMATOLOGY

Protect the Health of Your Skin 
with Regular Exams by a

Dermatologist

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

772.778.7782

863.467.9555

www.TCDermatology.com

VARICOSE VEIN 
REMOVAL

S. Scott Tapper, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Board Certi  ed General Vascular Surgeon

Specializing in the Removal 
of Varicose Veins

 Minimally Invasive  
 In Of  ce 
 Procedure

 Performed more 
 than 1500 Endo 
 Venous Laser 
 Ablation procedures

 Insurance Accepted

before after

2169 S.E. 
Ocean Blvd.

Stuart
772-286-5501
symmetrylaservein.com

GYNECOLOGIST

James E.
Bradfield,
MD FACOG

Gynecology
Board 

Certified

•• Loss of Libido
• Endometriosis
• Urine Control
• Infertility
• Menstrual 
Abnormalities

• Sterilization
•• Laser Surgery
• Minimally 
Invasive Surgery

All Major Insurances Accepted

Email:  drbradfield@earthlink.net

863-763-8000
1713 Hwy 441 N, Suite F, 

Okeechobee

MRI

ADVERTISE HERE TODAY! CALL 863-763-3134

FAMILY MEDICINE

2202 NE 19TH Drive • Okeechobee • For appointments, call (863) 357-6030

Yasmin Akhtar, MD

• Comprehensive Medical & Preventive Care
• Routine Annual Physicals 
• Well Woman Exam
• Geriatric Care
• Management of:

- Hypertension
- Diabetes Mellitus
- Menopause
- Depression
- Arthritis

DDiplomate American Board of Family Medicine

Accepting New
Patients!

Most Insurance Accepted

Specialty Trained/Board Certi  ed RadiologistsSpecialty Trained/Board Certi  ed Radiologists

The Best is Right Here! Okeechobee’s The Best is Right Here! Okeechobee’s FINESTFINEST Open MRI Open MRI

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

115 NE 3rd 
St. Suite A
863-824-6736
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Mike Thomas won the most valuable 
player and Quandrell Ridley took home the 
Brahman Award at the Okeechobee High 
School boys track banquet held last Friday 
night.

Seven of the team members qualifi ed for 
the regional this year in what was a success-
ful year according to fi rst year coach Jose 
Nunez, ”I think the season went well as a 
few of the guys went to region and a lot had 
personal records. I saw a lot of improvement 
this year.”

Nunez said the main thing he enjoyed 
was watching the overall effort and commit-
ment of the team. He noted there are a lot 
of younger athletes which means the team 
should continue to improve and be stronger 
in the next few years.

“We have a young team with potential. 
It looks like things are going good for the fu-
ture,” he added.

A goal will be to fi nd a coach who is an 
expert in fi eld events like the shot put and 
discus.

Ridley, a senior this year, said he really ap-
preciated the award and he thanked God for 
allowing him to get as far as he did.

“I wouldn’t have made it here without 
God. I put Him before everything. I tried my 
hardest every day and showed them all that 
I had,” he explained.

Ridley was a key member of the 4x100 
relay team that reached the regional. The 
team was very prepared and did a great job 
passing and receiving the baton, which is a 
key in the relay races.

“Personally I tried to be a leader and keep 
everyone in line. The regional was a chal-
lenge but personally I like challenges,” he 
added.

Ridley intends to join the U.S. Navy after 
graduation and study information technol-
ogy.

Thomas was able to qualify for the re-
gional as an individual in the 100 meters and 
also with the 4x100 relay team. He said it felt 
great to win the MVP award.

“I tried to enjoy the moment and I can’t 
stop smiling,” he said.

Thomas said he had always been faster 
than other kids his age and he thought he 
might one day be able to build a career out 
of his speed. He also wrestles and will play 
football as a senior.

“I call it keeping my options open. You 
never know what sport will get you into col-
lege, so you can’t depend on just one,” he 
added.

Thomas said he plans to work hard in 
the off season and jokes he might travel to 
Clewiston and chase rabbits, a key workout 
done by athletes in the Glades to improve 
their speed and agility.

“The sprinters in Miami are known for 
their speed and they had a big impact on 
me. I tried my best and gave my all but I fell 
short. I want to become a state champion.”

Thomas, only 5’7 said he also uses his 
height as a motivator because he is often 
underestimated and overlooked by taller 
athletes.

Other members of the track team honored 
included Frank Adamo, Jacalob Akins, An-

gel Alvarez, Steven Alvarez, Mariano Alvarez, 
Hernan Baltazar, Daniel Beyel, Ryan Born, 
Pedro Cervantes, Alec Emmonds, Christian 
Garcia, Erick Garcia, Thor Harden, Seth He-
drick, Devin Jimenez, German Lopez, Victor 

Nunez, Jose Ponce Del Leon, Marco Raya, 
Kain and Kyle Sarros, Tyrell Taylor, Roschell 
Thomas, Chone Vegan, Erik Velez, Wesley 
White, Devion Wigfall, and Nick Flood.

Harden and Beyel also made the regional 

in the shot put and discus respectively.
Scholar athletes for the track team includ-

ed Pedro Cervantes, Marco Raya, Christen 
Sheffi eld, and Chone Vega.

2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

1120 S. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

467-7100
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OHS boys harriers honored at award banquet

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

Quandrell Ridley (left) gladly accepted the 2012 Brahman 
Award for Boy’s Track from OHS Track Coach Jose Nunez.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

Mike Thomas (left) receives the 2012 MVP Award for Boys 
Track from Coach Jose Nunez.
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Available 24/7

Community Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=119590&pagenum=1
Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1
Meet Your Merchant: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1
School Information Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1 (561) 747-1232

Improve your appearance, your 
confidence, and your self esteem.
Enhance your breast, flatten your

tummy or shed unwanted fat. Let us
help you look and feel your very best!

• Tummy Tuck
• Breast Augmentation 
• Breast Lift/Reduction
• Endoscopic Brow Lift
• Face Lift
• Nasal Surgery
• Eyelid Surgery
• Liposculpture
• Botox and Fillers
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Christina Bragman resigned as Okeecho-
bee High School softball coach after two 
seasons, a district title and 39 wins but will 
remain an ESE teacher at the school, school 
offi cials announced Tuesday night.

Bragman welcomed an addition to her 
family, a daughter, six weeks ago and decid-
ed she wanted to spend more time with her 
and her husband and step away from coach-
ing for awhile.

“It was a very tough decision. I’d like to 
thank Mrs. Wiersma for allowing me to be 
here and be a part of these kid’s lives. It was 
a tough decision but I have to do what is 
best for my family,” she explained.

She said she felt she made a difference 
and was able to build some close bonds 
with the players over the past two years. She 
took over a strong program and was able to 
develop a number of freshmen and sopho-
mores into a group of players this year that 
fi nished in the top eight in the state in Class 
7A losing only to the eventual state cham-
pion Tampa Chamberlain.

“Family is fi rst and I’ll never get this time 
back with my baby. It’s more important to 
be there with her, and then to come back 
when she says Mom, its okay to coach,” she 
added.

High School Principal Toni Wiersma said 
she is in no hurry to fi nd a replacement. She 
intends to advertise the position and take 
her time before she announces Bragman’s 
successor.

Bragman said she will still be available to 
help advise the players and the new coach 
but she won’t dedicate 40 hours to the posi-
tion as in the past.

“This decision was diffi cult and some-
thing I had to pray about many times,” she 
added.

The principal said she felt the softball 
program remained strong during Bragman’s 
tenure and that she was very proud of the 
girls and the coaching staff. This year the 
team had the Class 7A player of the year in 
this region, Samantha Harrell, the player of 
the year and academic player of the year Sar-
ah Davis, and the district title. They thrilled 
the community with a deep run in the play-
offs with two playoff victories before losing 
in the regional fi nal.

“We are really proud of her accomplish-
ments and we hate to see her go. She devel-
oped the program and the young players,” 
she added.

Wiersma said she applauded her deci-
sion to put her family fi rst and she advised 
Bragman Tuesday that you don’t ever get 
these years back with your children.  She 
called her a fantastic teacher and admitted 
the softball coach job is one of the tougher 
ones on campus.

“She followed a great coach and carried the 
program another step up. We’ll look for some-
one else who will do the same thing and con-
tinue the excellence,” she added.

Bragman said she felt the future of the soft-
ball program was very bright. She thanked all 

the players and the parents for their support. 
“This is not goodbye. I’ll still come out and 

support them and provide assistance. I’m not 

ready to call it quits to coaching.”

Brahman softball coach resigns after title/39 wins

Okeechobee Golf and Country Club Gold 
Tee Winners for the week of June 1 were: 
fi rst place Gary Lee. second place Harry 

White, and third Place tie between Norman 
Koff and Ray Warren.

O.G. & C.C. Golf Results

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
OHS principal Toni Wiersma, Annie Bragman and Christina Bragman at Tues-
day’s announcement that Bragman would resign as OHS softball coach.

Competitive cheer squad to host clinic
The Okeechobee “STORM” Competitive Cheer Squad will host their fi rst “SPIRIT” 

Cheer Clinic Monday, June 18, through Friday, June 22, from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. each day. 
The cost for this week-long cheer clinic is only $60 and for that your child will receive 
lunch each day along with drinks, snacks and a camp T-shirt. Ages for this camp are 
4-14 years. Sign your child up at the Sports Complex on Tuesday, June 12, and Thursday, 
June 14, from 5 to 7 p.m. the clinic will consist of cheer, dance and tumbling taught by 
experienced competitive cheerleaders. For more information you can call 863-634-0515. 
Space is limited, so don’t delay.



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Found

Small Dog - Found small 
black & white dog on 
State Rd 710 near Mar-
tin County Line.  
(863)447-1504

Lost

LOST DOGS
*female terrier mix 

black&white
*female shitzu terrier mix

black w/little brown
*male full blooded shitzu

brown/black
Close to Rt.98 

Family very worried 
863-634-8934

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Garage/
Yard Sales

Huge Moving Sale
Thur, Fri, Sat and Sun

9430 Hwy 78W
 8 to ?

Van, pontoon boat, 
1999 Ford, airboat 

and more

OKEECHOBEE 
2530 SE 18th Terrace 

Taylor Creek Isles. 
Thursday & Friday only 
6/7 & 6/8 - 9 a.m. to ? 

No Early Birds!

River Run Resort
104 NE 2nd St & 8th Ave

Thurs-Sat, 8-4
Baby items, furniture, 

16” tires, tools, golf cart,  
Elvis pictures,

 knic knacs, more

Services

We pay cash for cars 
in ANY condition. 
No title needed. 
863-268-JUNK. 
(863)268-5865

www.268junk.com

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Medical

Front Desk - Computer 
exp. needed.  Health-
care exp and bilingual 
pref’d.  Competitive 
salary & excl benefi ts.   
Fax resume to 
(863) 357-2991 or apply 
at Dr. Fred Brown Chil-
dren’s Health Center, 
2015 Highway 441 
North, Okeechobee, FL. 
e-mail hr@fchcinc.org  
EOE/DFWP.

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Employment
Part  Time

Brown Cow Sweetery
Interested in hiring 

responsible outgoing 
person to fi ll part 

time position.
Apply at:

103 SW Park St.
NO PHONE CALLS.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Your new car could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Bicycle Sales &
Repair

ProMobile Bicycle Re-
pair Service

We Repair All Makes & 
Models

We Come to You!
“Lets Roll!”
Now Serving Okee-

chobee County & 
Surrounding Area 
(561)309-9320

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Miscellaneous

GENERATOR - 5500 
WHEEL HORSE GEN-
ERATOR. LIKE NEW. 
USED ABOUT 3 TIMES. 
PD 700.00 NEW. ASK-
ING 300.00. FOR MORE 
INFO CALL DON . 
(863)763-4055

Items for sale in mint 
condition,must see to 
appreciate. China-12 
place settings, serving 
pieces; Baldwin Acro-
sonic Piano; Craftmatic 
electric adjustable king 
size bed. Call 
863-763-8084

Pets/Supplies

YORKIE PUPPIES - All 
shots. Cute! 12 weeks 
old. Ready to go. $500 
or best offer. 
(863)801-3071

Wanted To Buy

CASH FOR  CARS - No 
Title Needed, Any Con-
dition. FREE TOWING. 
(863)484-2012

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm Feed/
Products

Alfalfa Hay for sale 
70lb. bales 

$16.00 a piece.
Coastal and Oat Hay 

Mix $8.00 a bale.
Call 863-634-7051

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

 2br/1ba, garage, No 
pets $650/mo 1st, Last 
& Sec. Avail 6/20 
(863)467-2302 or 
(772)260-6969

APARTMENT
2/1 Duplex 

Center of Town
Painted, Tile, W/D, Very 

Clean, Corner lot. 
$700 monthly  

$350 Security Deposit. 
No Pets 

Call 24/7  Dave 
863-634-9899

Beautiful Samantha’s 
Garden Apartments 

2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  
Call (863)634-5780 or 

(863)467-9250

OAK LAKE VILLAS - 
2BR, 2BA, Laundry 
room with Washer/Dry-
er, large fenced patio. 
Very clean. $800 mo., 
1st, last, $600 sec. dep. 
(863)634-3312 or 
(863)634-3313

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

Furnished 
2bdrm/1bath

Townhome in Kings Bay,
Water, Sewer, W/D, 
Pool, much more.. 
Call 863-634-8331

TAYLOR CREEK - 1/1 
Condo on ground fl oor. 
Unfurnished. Pool ac-
cess. Washer, Dryer, 
Dishwasher. Includes 
electric & water. 
$750/mo. + security 
deposit! 863-634-0663.

Houses - Rent

AFFORDABLE - New 
Houses. 3/1/1 for $900,  
3/2 for $1000. Large 
yards. Bring pets. Call  
561-723-2226.

Dixie Ranch Acres Area,
3 BR, Clean, Quiet. 

$700/mo., water and 
lawn care included. 
$600 Security. Pets al-
lowed upon approval.

Call 863-610-0001

LOG CABIN 
Fully furnished, 2br, 1ba, 

Waterfront, $295/wk, 
(561)234-0277

OKEE 3/1 Small Updated 
Home, central a/c, 
wood fl ooring, Tiled 
Bathroom, w/d, Well 

Water. $700 mo. 
plus security 

Located by 15-B.   
Call 786-201-0306

OKEECHOBEE - 3BR, 
NW 5th St., $800 mo. 
$2100 moves you in. 
Call (863)634-9119

OKEECHOBEE- 3BR/ 
1BA Duplex, W/D hook-
up, central a/c & heat. 
$625 mo. + $500 sec. 
(863)763-4414.

OKEECHOBEE 4BR, 
2BA, tile throughout, 
$1100 month & up. 1st 
& sec. moves you in. 
Call (561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Office Space Rent

FOR RENT
OFFICE BUILDING

2,000 SQUARE FEET
CLOSE TO 

COURT HOUSE
TELEPHONE AND 

ALARM
SYSTEM INSTALLED
CALL 863-763-4831

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Lots - Sale

Great Building Lot
Located in Brentwood 

Estates.  0.65 acres, 
water deposit paid, 
house pad in place to 
accommodate up to 
3500 SQ. ft. home. 
REDUCED TO $39,500  

CARL @ 863-634-8617

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

2 bedroom mobile 
home nice, park mostly 
furnished $400 month, 
deposit neg. 
812-989-3022

2bd/1 and 1/2 bath, 
very clean, $550 mo 
$250 security. Off of 
NW 30th St. close to  
Elementary School. 

  No Pets.
Call 863-697-1168

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Mobile Home
Rent

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2BR, 2BA, 
C/Air. $500 mo. Large 
3BR, 2BA, C/Air. $550 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease, plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

Lovely Completely 
Remodeled 3bd/2ba

Mobile Home in Country 
Setting. Just 15 minutes 
from Okeechobee and 
1 1/2 mile from Kissim-
mee River boat ramp. 

For more info
Call Stan 863-385-2613

Mobile Home Sale

3 bed, 2 bath 17420 Bri-
dlewood Dr, 12x24 stor-
age building, carport 
863-357-4175

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

STRIKER- 19’, center 
console, tandem axle 
alum trlr, ship to shore, 
depth fi nders, trolling 
motor, live wells, bimini 
top, 135 hp Yamaha. Per-
fect condtion, beautiful 
boat, ready to go! $6400 
or best offer 
(863)763-9998

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION:

CASE NO.: 472010CA000143CAXXXX

BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
     Plaintiff,
VS.
SHIRLEY E. BROOKS; UNKNOWN TENANT (S); UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
SHIRLEY E. BROOKS; IN POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated the 3rd  day of  April, 2012 and entered in Case No. 
472010CA000143CAXXXX, of the Circuit Court of the 19TH Judicial Circuit in 
and for Okeechobee County, Florida, wherein BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. is the 
Plaintiff and SHIRLEY E. BROOKS, UNKNOWN TENANT (S) and UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF SHIRLEY E. BROOKS IN POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT PROP-
ERTY are defendants. The Clerk of this Court shall sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash at the, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER, 312 
NW 3RD STREET, JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM, SECOND FLOOR, OKEECHOBEE, 
FLORIDA 34972, 11:00 AM on the 27th day of June, 2012, the following de-
scribed property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

  LOT 82, TAYLOR CREEK ISLES, UNIT IV, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 6, PAGE 10, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF 
ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS 
PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order 
to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact Corrie Johnson, ADA Coordina-
tor, 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, 
(772) 807-4370 at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or 
immediately upon receiving this notifi cation if the time before the scheduled 
appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
SPANISH: Si usted es unau persona discapacitada que necesita alguna adap-
tacien pars poder participar de este procedimiento o evento; usted tiene 
derecho, sin costo alguno a que se le provea cierta ayuda. Favor de comuni-
carse con Corrie Johnson, Coordinadora de AAA., 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 por lo menos 7 
dias antes de que tenga que compareceret inmediatamente despues de ha-
ber recibido esta notifi cacien si es que falta menos de 7 dias para su com-
parecencia. Si tienkalia.41#apacidad 
auditiva 6 de habla, Ilame al 711. 
ICREYOL: Si ou se yon moun ki kokobe ki bezwen asistans ou aparey pou ou 
ka patisipe nan prosedu sa-a, ou gen dwiOatui*pa bezwen OA_ anyen pou 
ou jwen on seri de ed. Tanpri kontakte Corrie Johnson, Co-ordinator ADA, 
250 NW Country Club Drive, auRe 217, Port atgLucie, 34986, 
(772) 807-4370 O’mwen 7 jou avian ke ou gen pou-ou paret nan tribunal, ou 
imediatman ke ou resevwa avis owfl ê ke ou pou-ou ale nan tribunal-la 
mwens ke 7 jou; Si ou pa ka tande ou pale byen, Me 711.
   Dated this 5th  day of April, 2012.

SHARON ROBERTSON
Clerk of the Circuit Court

BY: Sandra L. Creech
Deputy Clerk

Law Offi ces of Marshall C. Watson, P.A.
1800 NW 49th Street, Suite 120
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309
Telephone: (954) 453-0365
Facsimile: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free: 1-800-441-2438
414545 ON 5/30;6/6/2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2012-CA-53

VALERIE MCCHESNEY and
WILLIAM MCCHESNEY,
     Plaintiff(s),
vs.
LAWANA GREEN, et al.,
     Defendant(s).
 
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

  NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated April 24, 2012, en-
tered in Case No. 2012-CA-53 in the 
Circuit Court of the 19th Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for Okeechobee County, 
Florida wherein Valerie McChesney 
and William McChesney are Plain-
tiff(s) and Lawana Green, Wooley 
Sheds, Inc, Okeechobee County, 
Florida, and John Doe, unknown ten-
ant, the names being fi ctitious to ac-
count for parties in possession, are 
the Defendants, I will sell to the 
highest and best bidder for cash at 
the Jury Assembly Room, 2nd Floor 
Okeechobee County Judicial Center, 
312 NW 312 Street, Okeechobee, FL 
34972 at 11:00 am on the 11th day 
of July, 2012, the following described 
property in Okeechobee County, 
Florida:
  Tracts 1, 23 and 24, Block 7, 

DIXIE RANCH ACRES, accord-
ing to the plat thereof record-
ed in Plat Book 3, Page 35, of 
the Public Records of Okee-
chobee County, Florida.

Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, oth-
er than the property owner as of the 
date of the lis pendens must fi le a 
claim within 60 days after the sale.
 Dated this 25th day of April, 2012.

SHARON ROBERTSON 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

by: Sandra L. Creech
DEPUTY CLERK

416399 ON 6/6,13/2012

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Public Notice Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA CIVIL DIVISION:

CASE NO.: 472009CA000805CAXXXX

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE
HOLDERS OF THE HOME EQUITY ASSET TRUST 2005-5, HOME EQUITY
PASS THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-5,
     Plaintiff,
VS.
CYNTHIA V. HOLMES; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF CYNTHIA V. HOLMES;
UNKNOWN TENANT (S); IN POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated the 17th day of April, 2012, and entered in Case No. 
472009CA000805CAXXXX, of the Circuit Court of the 19TH Judicial Circuit in 
and for Okeechobee County, Florida, wherein U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, AS TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE HOLDERS OF THE HOME EQUI-
TY ASSET TRUST 2005-5, HOME EQUITY PASS THROUGH CERTIFICATES, 
SERIES 2005-5 is the Plaintiff and CYNTHIA V. HOLMES and UNKNOWN 
TENANT (S) IN POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY are defendants. 
The Clerk of this Court shall sell to the highest and best bidder for cash at 
the, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER, 312 NW 3RD STREET’, JURY 
ASSEMBLY ROOM, SECOND FLOOR, OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972, 11:00 
AM on the  11th day of July, 2012, the following described property as set 
forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:
THE SOUTH 1/2 OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED TRACT 94;
TRACT 94 DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS; COMMENCE AT THE NORTH-
EAST CORNER OF SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 34 
EAST, AND RUN SOUTH 00°08’ WEST ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY 
OF SAID SECTION 12, A DISTANCE OF 1386 FEET TO A POINT; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 89°40’ WEST PARALLEL TO THE NORTH 
BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID SECTION 12, A DISTANCE OF 726 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUE NORTH 89°40’ 
WEST, 330 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE RUN SOUTH 0°08’ WEST, A 
DISTANCE OF 1244.6 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE RUN SOUTH 
89°40’ EAST, A DISTANCE OF 330 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH 0°08’ 
WEST, A DISTANCE OF 1244.6 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
ALSO KNOWN AS TRACT 94, TROPICAL ACRES, AN UNRECORDED 
PLAT LYING IN AND COMPRISING A PART OF SECTION 12, TOWN-
SHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 34 EAST, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF 
ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS 
PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order 
to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact Corrie Johnson, ADA Coordina-
tor, 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, 
(772) 807-4370 at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or 
immediately upon receiving this notifi cation if the time before the scheduled 
appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
SPANISH: Si usted es una persona discapacitada que necesita alguna adap-
taciOn para poder participar de este procedimiento o evento; usted tiene 
derecho, sin costo alguno a que se le provea cierta ayuda. Favor de comuni-
carse con Corrie Johnson, Coordinadora de A.D.A., 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, Fl. 34986, (772) 807-4370 por lo menos 7 
dias antes de que tenga que comparecer en corte o inmediatamente despues 
de haber recibido esta notifi caciOn si es que falta menos de 7 dias para su 
comparecencia. Si tiene una discapacidad auditiva 6 de habla, fl ame at 711. 
KREYOL: Si ou se yon moun ki kokobe ki bezwen asistans ou aparey you ou 
ka patisipe nan prosedu sa-a, ou gen dwa san ou pa bezwen peye anyen you 
ou jwen on seri de ed. Tanpri kontakte Corrie Johnson, Co-ordinator ADA, 
250 NW Country Club Drive, suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, 
(772) 8074370 O’mwen 7 jou avan ke ou gen you-ou park nan tribunal, ou 
imediatman ke ou resevwa avis sa-a ou si le ke ou gen you-ou ale nan tribu-
nal-la mwens ke 7 jou; Si ou pa ka tande ou pale byen, Me 711.
   Dated this 18th day of April, 2012.

SHARON ROBERTSON
Clerk of The Circuit Court

BY: Sandra L. Creech
Deputy Clerk

Law Offi ces of Marshall C. Watson, P.A.
1800 NW 49th Street, Suite 120, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309
Telephone: (954) 453-0365   Facsimile: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free: 1-800-441-2438
415571 ON 6/6,13/2012

Public Notice Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
Case #: 2009 CA 000778

 
Federal National Mortgage Association (“FNMA”)
     Plaintiff,
-vs. 
William Jason Tomlinson; Unknown Parties in Possession #1 as to Unit #1 
a/k/a Main; Unknown Parties in Possession #2 as to Unit #1 a/k/a Main; Un-
known Parties in Possession #1 as to Unit #2; Unknown Parties in Posses-
sion #2 as to Unit #2; Unknown Parties in Possession #1 as to Unit #3; 
Unknown Parties in Possession #2 as to Unit #3; If living, and all Unknown 
Parties claiming by, through, under and against the above named Defen-
dant(s) who are not known to be dead or alive, whether said Unknown Par-
ties may claim an interest as Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, or Other 
Claimants
     Defendant(s).
 

NOTICE OF SALE
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Order of Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated April 24, 2012, entered in Civil Case No. 2009 CA 000778 
of the Circuit Court of the 19th Judicial Circuit in and for Okeechobee 
County, Florida, wherein Federal National Mortgage Association, Plaintiff and 
William Jason Tomlinson are defendant(s), I will sell to the highest and best 
bidder for cash in The Jury Assembly Room, Second Floor, of the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, 312 N.W. Third Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 
beginning at 11:00 A.M. on July 11, 2012, the following described property 
as set forth in said Final Judgment, to-wit:
  THE NORTH 330 FEET OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY: 

TRACT 84 - COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 12, 
TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 34 EAST, RUN THENCE SOUTH 0 DEGREES 
08 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY OF SAID SECTION 12, A 
DISTANCE OF 2008.3 FEET, FOR POINT OF BEGINNING; THEN RUN 
NORTH 89 DEGREES 40 MINUTES WEST PARALLEL TO THE NORTH 
BOUNDARY OF SECTION 12, A DISTANCE OF 660 FEET, THEN RUN 
SOUTH 0 DEGREES 08 MINUTES WEST, PARALLEL TO THE EAST BOUN-
DARY OF SECTION 12, A DISTANCE OF 622.3 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 
89 DEGREES 40 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF 660 FEET TO THE 1/4 
SECTION CORNER ON THE EAST BOUNDARY LINE OF SECTION 12, THEN 
RUN NORTH 0 DEGREES 08 MINUTES EAST, ALONG THE SECTION LINE A 
DISTANCE OF 622.3 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE 
SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE 
DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS 
AFTER THE SALE.
Florida Rules of Judicial Administration Rule 2.540 Notices to Per-
sons With Disabilities
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation 
in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no 
cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact 
Corrie Johnson, ADA Coordinator, 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 
217, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving 
this notifi cation if the time before the scheduled appearance is less 
than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
SPANISH: Si usted es una persona discapacitada que necesita algu-
na adaptaciOn para poder participar de este procedimiento o even-
to; usted tiene derecho, sin costo alguno a que se le provea cierta 
ayuda. Favor de comunicarse con Corrie Johnson, Coordinadora de 
A.D.A., 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, Fl. 
34986, (772) 807-4370 por lo menos 7 dias antes de que tenga que 
comparecer en corte o inmediatamente despues de haber recibido 
esta notifi caciOn si es que falta menos de 7 dias para su compare-
cencia. Si tiene una discapacidad auditiva o de habla, llame a1711.
KREYOL: Si ou se yon moun ki kokobe ki bezwen asistans 
ou_aparey pou ou ka patisipe nan prosedu sa-a, ou gen dwa san ou 
pa bezwen peye, anyen pou ou jwen on seri de ed. Tanpri kontakte 
Corrie Johnson, Co-ordinator ADA, 250 NW Country Club Drive, 
suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, (772) 8074370 O’mwen 7 jou 
avan ke ou gen pou-ou park nan tribunal, ou imediatman ke ou re-
sevwa avis sa-a ou si le ke ou gen pou-ou ale nan tribunal-la 
mwens ke 7 jou; Si ou pa ka tande ou pale byen, Me 711.
 

SHARON ROBERTSON CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida

BY: Sandra L. Creech
DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF: SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & GACHE, LLP
2424 North Federal Highway, Suite 360
Boca Raton, Florida 33431
(561) 998-6700
(561) 998-6707
416289 ON 6/6,13/2012

NOTICE

There will be a meeting of the 
Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
of Okeechobee County on Tuesday, 
June 12, 2012, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Tourist Development Council Offi ce 
located at 2800 N.W. 20th Trail 
(Airport Terminal Bldg.), Okeecho-
bee, Florida.

Any person deciding to appeal any 
decision made by the TDC with re-
spect to any matter considered at 
such meeting will need a record of 
the proceedings, and that, for such 
purpose, he or she may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is 
to be based.

Kathy Scott, Tourism Coordinator
Tourist Development Council
Okeechobee County
On 6-5-12
419283 ON 6/6/2012

Public Notice Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY FLORIDA.

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO. 2009 CA 750

TD BANK, N.A.,
     Plaintiff,
v.
WILLIAM T. ROSE, JR.; STATE OF 
FLORIDA; BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.; 
AND UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF WIL-
LIAM T. ROSE, JR.,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
PURSUANT TO F.S. CHAPTER 45

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure entered on the 24th 
day of April, 2012, in that certain 
case pending in the Circuit Court in 
and for Okeechobee County, Florida, 
Civil Action No. 47-2009-
CA-000750CAXXXX, in which TD 
BANK, N.A. is the Plaintiff and WIL-
LIAM T. ROSE, JR.; STATE OF 
FLORIDA; BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.; 
AND DARLA ROSE, spouse of William 

Notice of Public Sale
The personal property, 
household goods and con-
tents of Apt 90F, Oak Tree 
Place,  are being stored and 
will be sold for cash or other-
wise disposed of on May 26, 
2012 to satisfy unpaid rent 
owed Blair Investments, Inc.
419282 ON 6/6,8,10/2012

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 

AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 472012CA000066

BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., SUCCES-
SOR BY MERGER TO BAC HOME 
LOANS SERVICING, LP FKA COUN-
TRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, 
LP
     Plaintiff,
VS.
DANIEL JASON HARRELL; KELLY M. 
HARRELL; UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA BY AND THROUGH THE 
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND UR-
BAN DEVELOPMENT; RHS INDUS-
TRIES, INC. AJK/A RHS INDUSTRIES, 
INC. RETIREMENT; UNKNOWN PER-
SON(S) IN POSSESSION OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY;
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T. Rose, are Defendants, I will sell to 
the highest and best bidder for cash 
in The Jury Assembly Room, 2nd 
Floor, Okeechobee County Judicial 
Center, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida 34972, on the 11th day 
of July, 2012, at 11:00 a.m., the 
same being a legal sale day and the 
hour a legal hour of sale, the follow-
ing described property and the con-
tents thereof in Okeechobee County, 
Florida:
  Lots 11, 12 and 13, Block 199, 

LESS the North 100 feet thereof, 
of OKEECHOBEE, according to the 
Plat thereof, recorded in Plat Book 
5, Page(s) 5, of the Public Records 
of Okeechobee County, Florida

   The said property offered together 
with all the tenements, heredita-
ments and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging or in any way appertain-
ing, being sold to satisfy said Final 
Judgment of Foreclosure.
   ANY PARTY OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER CLAIMING 
AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS 
FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, MUST 
FILE A CLAIM WITH THE CLERK 
OF COURT NO LATER THAN SIX-
TY (60) DAYS AFTER THE SALE. 
IF YOU FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, 
YOU WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO 
ANY REMAINING FUNDS.
   Dated this 25th day of April, 2012.

SHARON ROBERTSON
As Clerk of the Court
BY: Sandra L. Creech

Deputy Clerk
416182 ON 6/6,13/2012

     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

To the following Defendant(s):
   DANIEL JASON HARRELL
   4557 NORTHEAST 9TH LAN
   OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972
   (LAST KNOWN ADDRESS)
   
   KELLY M. HARRELL
   4557 NORTHEAST 9TH LANE
   OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972
   (LAST KNOWN ADDRESS)

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the 
following described property:
  LOTS 20 AND 21, BLOCK 55, 

OKEECHOBEE GARDENS, A 
SUBDIVISION IN THE EAST 
ONE-HALF OF SECTION 13, 
TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 
35 EAST, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 30, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEE-
CHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

  a/k/a
  4557 NORTHEAST 9TH LANE,
  OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972-
has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it, on Ka-
hane & Associates, P.A., Attorney for 
Plaintiff, whose address is 8201 Pe-
ters Road, Ste. 3000, Plantation, 
FLORIDA 33324 within thirty (30) 
days after the fi rst publication of this 
Notice in the THE OKEECHOBEE 
NEWS and fi le the original with the 
Clerk of this Court either before ser-
vice on Plaintiff’s attorney or immedi-
ately thereafter; otherwise a default 
will be entered, against you for the 
relief demanded in the complaint.
Florida Rules of Judicial Admin-
istration Rule 2.540 Notices to 
Persons With Disabilities
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision of certain assis-
tance. Please contact Corrie Johnson, 
ADA Coordinator, 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, 
FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 at least 7 
days before your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately upon re-
ceiving this notifi cation if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is 
less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.

SPANISH: Si usted es una persona 
discapacitada que necesita alguna 
adaptaciOn para poder participar de 
este procedimiento o evento; usted 
tiene derecho, sin costo alguno a que 
se le provea cierta ayuda. Favor de 
comunicarse con Corrie Johnson, Co-
ordinadora de A.D.A., 250 NW Coun-
try Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. 
Lucie, Fl. 34986, (772) 807-4370 por 
lo menos 7 dias antes de que tenga 
que comparecer en corte o inmedi-
atamente despues de haber recibido 
esta notifi caciOn si es que falta me-
nos de 7 dias para su comparecen-
cia. Si tiene una discapacidad 
auditiva 6 de habla, llame al 711.
KREYOL: Si ou se yon moun ki ko-
kobe ki bezwen asistans ou aparey 
pou ou ka patisipe nan prosedu sa-a, 
ou gen dwa san ou pa bezwen peye 
anyen pou ou jwen on seri de ed. 
Tanpri kontakté Corrie Johnson, Co-
ordinator ADA, 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 
34986, (772) 807-4370 O’mwen 7 
jou avan ke ou gen pou-ou par& nan 
tribunal, ou imediatman ke ou resev-
wa avis sa-a ou si le ke ou gen pou-
ou ale nan tribunal-la mwens ke 7 
jou; Si ou pa ka tande ou pale byen, 
rele 711.
   WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court this 25 day of May, 2012.

SHARON ROBERTSON
As Clerk of the Court

BY: Linda F. Young
As Deputy Clerk

Kahane & Associates, P.A.
8201 Peters Road, Ste. 3000
Plantation, FL 33324
Telephone: (954) 382-3486
Telefacsimile: (954) 382-5380
418634 ON 5/30;6/6/2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
Case #: 2011-CA-000247

CitiMortgage, Inc.
     Plaintiff,
-VS.-
Donald E. Coleman a/k/a
Donald Coleman; et al.

     Defendant(s). 

NOTICE OF SALE 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursu-
ant to an Order of Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated April 24, 2012, en-
tered in Civil Case No. 2011-
CA-000247 of the Circuit Court of the 
19th Judicial Circuit in and for Okee-
chobee County, Florida, wherein Citi-
Mortgage, Inc., Plaintiff and Donald 
E. Coleman a/k/a Donald Coleman 
are defendant(s), I will sell to the 
highest and best bidder for cash in 
The Jury Assembly Room, Second 
Floor, of the Okeechobee County Ju-
dicial Center, 312 N.W. Third Street, 
Okeechobee, FL 34972 beginning at 
11:00 A.M. in July 11, 2012, the fol-
lowing described property as set 
forth in said Final Judgment, to-wit:
 LOTS 15 AND 16, BLOCK 14, 

SOUTHWEST ADDITION TO OKEE-
CHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 7, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN IN-
TEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN 
THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF 
THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60 
DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
Florida Rules of Judicial Admin-
istration Rule 2.540 Notices to 
Persons With Disabilities
If you are a person with a 
disability who needs any accom-
modation in order to participate 
in this proceeding, you are enti-
tled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact Corrie Johnson, 
ADA Coordinator, 250 NW Coun-
try Club Drive, Suite 217, Port 
St. Lucie, FL 34986, 
(772) 807-4370 at least 7 days 
before your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately upon 
receiving this notifi cation if the 
time before the scheduled ap-
pearance is less than 7 days; if 
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.

SPANISH: Si usted es una perso-
na discapacitada que necesita 
alguna adaptaciOn para poder 
participar de este procedimiento 
o evento; usted tiene derecho, 
sin costo alguno a que se le pro-
vea cierta ayuda. Favor de co-
municarse con Corrie Johnson, 
Coordinadora de A.D.A., 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Suite 217, 
Port St. Lucie, Fl. 34986, 
(772) 807-4370 por lo menos 7 
dias antes de que tenga que 
comparecer en corte o inmedi-
atamente despues de haber reci-
bido esta notifi caciOn si es que 
falta menos de 7 dias para su 
comparecencia. Si tiene una dis-
capacidad auditiva 6 de habla, 
‘lame al 711.
KREYOL: Si ou se yon moun ki 
kokobe ki bezwen asistans ou 
aparey pou ou ka patisipe nan 
prosedu sa-a, ou gen dwa san ou 
pa bezwen peye anyen pou ou 
jwen on seri de ed. Tanpri kon-
takte Corrie Johnson, Co-ordina-
tor ADA, 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, suite 217, Port St. Lucie, 
FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 
O’mwen 7 jou avan ke ou gen 
pou-ou park nan tribunal, ou 
imediatman ke ou resevwa avis 
sa-a ou si le ke ou gen pou-ou 
ale nan tribunal-la mwens ke 7 
jou; Si ou pa ka tande ou pale 
byen, rele 711.

 SHARON ROBERTSON
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Okeechobee County, Florida
BY: Sandra L. Creech

DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & GACHE, LLP
2424 North Federal Highway
Suite 360
Boca Raton, Florida 33431
(561) 998-6700 (561) 998-6707

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, IN 

AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 2008-CA-688

CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
     Plaintiff,
VS.
BILLY J. ELLERBEE; THE UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF BILLY J. ELLERBEE; STA-
CEY ELLERBEE; THE UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF STACEY ELLERBEE; IF 
LIVING, INCLUDING ANY UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF SAID DEFENDANT(S), IF 
REMARRIED, AND IF DECEASED, 
THE RESPECTIVE UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 
CREDITORS, LIENORS, AND TRUS-
TEES, AND ALL OTHER PERSONS 
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER 
OR AGAINST THE NAMED DEFEN-
DANT(S); ADVANTAGE ONE MORT-
GAGE CORPORATION; WHETHER 
DISSOLVED OR PRESENTLY EXIST-
ING, TOGETHER WITH ANY GRANT-
EES, ASSIGNEES, CREDITORS, 
LIENORS, OR TRUSTEES OF SAID 
DEFENDANT(S) AND ALL OTHER 
PERSONS CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER, OR AGAINST DEFEN-
DANT(S); UNKNOWN TENANT #1; 
UNKNOWN TENANT #2;
     Defendant(s)
 

NOTICE OF SALE
 
Notice is hereby given that, pursuant 
to a Final Summary Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated November 16, 
2009, entered in the above-styled 
cause, in the Circuit Court of Okee-
chobee County, Florida, I will sell the 
property situate in Okeechobee 
County, Florida, described as:
  LOT 4 AND THE EAST 1/2 OF 

LOT 5, BLOCK 88, OKEECHO-
BEE, AS PER PLAT THEREOF, 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, 
PAGE 5, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

at public sale, to the highest and best 
bidder, for cash, in the Jury Assembly 
Room of the Okeechobee County Judi-
cial Center, 312 NW 3rd Street, 2nd 
Floor,  Okeechobee, FL 34972 at 11:00 
o’clock A.M., on July 11, 2012.
   Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, oth-
er than the property owner as of the 
date of the lis pendens, must fi le a 
claim within 60 days after the sale.
   Witness, my hand and seal of this 
court on the 24th day of April, 2012.
 

SHARON ROBERTSON
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

BY: Sandra L. Creech
Deputy Clerk

Law Offi ces of Daniel C. Consuegra
9204 King Palm Drive
Tampa, FL 33619-1328
Phone: 813-915-8660
Attorneys for Plaintiff

NOTICE
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision of certain assis-
tance. Please contact Corrie Johnson, 
ADA Coordinator, 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, 
FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 at least 7 
days before your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately upon re-
ceiving this notifi cation if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is 
less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.
SPANISH: Si usted es una persona 

discapacitada que necesita alguna 
adaptaciiin para poder participar de 
este procedimiento o evento; usted 
tiene derecho, sin costo alguno a que 
se le provea cierta ayuda. Favor de 
comunicarse con Corrie Johnson, Co-
ordinadora de A.D.A., 250 NW Coun-
try Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. 
Lucie, Fl. 34986, (772) 807-4370 por 
lo menos 7 (gas antes de que tenga 
que comparecer en corte o inmedi-
atamente despues de haber recibido 
esta notifi caciOn si es que falta me-
nos de 7 dias para su comparecen-
cia. Si tiene una discapacidad 
auditiva o de habla, llame al 711.
KREYOL: Si ou se you moun ki ko-
kobe ki bezwen asistans ou aparey 
you ou ka patisipe nan prosedu sa-a, 
ou gen dwa san ou pa bezwen peye 
anyen you ou jwen on seri de ed. 
Tanpri kontakte Corrie Johnson, Coor-
dinator ADA, 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 
34986, (772) 807-4370 O’mwen 7 jou 
avan ke ou gen you-ou parêt nan tri-
bunal, ou imediatman ke ou resevwa 
avis sa-a ou si le ke ou gen you-ou 
ale nan tribunal-la mwens ke 7 jou; Si 
ou pa ka tande ou pale byen, Me 711.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2009CA000480

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE, LLC,
     Plaintiff(s),
v. 
ELLIOT THOMAS WEST AKA ELLIOT 
WEST; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF ELLI-
OT THOMAS WEST AKA ELLIOT 
WEST; CHOLE RADD; OAK LAKE VIL-
LAS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, 
INC.; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF CHOLE 
RADD; UNKNOWN TENANT #1;
UNKNOWN TENANT #2,
     Defendant(s). 
  
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pur-
suant to a Final Summary Judgment 
dated 4/02/2012 entered in Civil 
Case No.: 2009CA000480 DIVISION: 
CIVIL, of the Circuit Court of the 
Nineteenth Judicial Circuit in and for 
OKEECHOBEE County, Florida, 
wherein NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE, 
LLC, is Plaintiff, and ELLIOT THOMAS 
WEST AKA ELLIOT WEST; UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF ELLIOT THOM-
AS WEST AKA ELLIOT WEST; CHOLE 
RADD; OAK LAKE VILLAS HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.; UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF CHOLE RADD; 
UNKNOWN TENANT #1; UNKNOWN 
TENANT #2 are Defendants.
   I will sell to the highest bidder for 
cash at 11:00 a.m., in the Jury As-
sembly Room, 2nd Floor, Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, 312 
North West 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida, 34972 on the 11th day of Ju-
ly, 2012 the following described real 
property as set forth in said Final 
Summary Judgment, to wit:
  UNIT D, PARCEL 8, OAK LAKE 

VILLAS, BEING AN UNDIVID-
ED ONE-FOURTH INTEREST IN 
AND TO THAT PARCEL OF 
LAND AS SHOWN IN THE DEC-
LARATION OF PARTY FA-
CILITIES AND PROTECTIVE 
COVENANTS OF OAK LAKE 
VILLAS, RECORDED IN OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 189, 
PAGE 247 AND AS AMENDED, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEE-
CHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

   Property address: 2201 SW
   28th STREET, UNIT 25,
   OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974
If you are a person claiming a right 
to funds remaining after the sale, 
you must fi le a claim with the clerk 
no later than 60 days after the sale. 
If you fail to fi le a claim you will not 
be entitled to any remaining funds. 
After 60 days, only the owner of 
record as of the date of the lis pen-
dens may claim the surplus.
   WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
the court on April 3, 2012.
 

SHARON ROBERTSON
CLERK OF THE COURT

BY: Sandra L. Creech
Deputy Clerk

 
Attorney for Plaintiff:
Elizabeth R. Wellborn, Esquire
Elizabeth R. Wellborn, P.A.
350 Jim Moran Blvd., Suite 100
Deerfi eld Beach, FL 33442
Telephone: (954) 354-3544
Facsimile: (954) 354-3545
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
AMERICAN’S WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT: If you are a person with a 
disability who needs any accommo-
dation in order to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at no 
cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please contact Corrie 
Johnson, ADA Coordinator,250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Suite 217, Port 
St. Lucie, FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 
at least 7 days before your scheduled 
court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notifi cation if the 
time before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if you are 
hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
414548 ON 6/6,13/2012

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”



Waste Management offers tips 
to help residents be prepared

It’s the service you rarely think about 
until it’s truly needed. Much like electricity 
for your home or fuel in your vehicle, most 
South Florida residents may take their gar-
bage and recycling collection or debris re-
moval for granted. But after a severe storm 
or hurricane, these services are vital to be-
ginning local recovery and revitalization.

To prepare prior to advancing storms, all 
residents and businesses in South Florida 
should take immediate actions to secure 
their garbage cans and other recycling and 
trash containers in a safe location. Remem-
ber to tie down or secure all loose items on 
your property that can become unsafe in 
high winds. 

If a hurricane does directly impact your 
area, there’s one way you can help. Simply 
remember to put household garbage such 
as food refuse and diapers – everything you 
ordinarily throw away – into containers or 
bags. Then place them at the curb separate 
from large storm debris like large household 
debris, trees and limbs. By separating your 
household garbage, you help your street get 
picked up more quickly and safely.

“Following a powerful hurricane strike, 

one of the most essential needs for a com-
munity to begin recovery is the reliable re-
turn of its most vital services,” said Teresa 
Chandler, Community Relations Representa-
tive for Waste Management. 

“That’s why we spend a lot of time in the 
weeks prior to the start of hurricane season 
focusing within our company on annual hur-
ricane preparation and recovery planning.”

This year is no different. Local Waste 
Management staffs review their local plans, 
re-establish contact with local emergency 
authorities, and inspect and re-stock their 
hurricane preparedness equipment and 
supplies. All this and more is to ensure that 
employees are able to return to perform-
ing their very essential collection jobs in the 
community as soon as practical following a 
storm.

New for 2012 from Waste Management 
is the use of various social media tools to as-
sure that local residents can fi nd up-to-date 
information in the event of service disrup-
tions resulting from challenging post-storm 
conditions. Once a storm strikes and is 
severe enough to warrant community up-
dates, turn to www.wm.com for timely in-
formation about service. Your can also fi nd 
community information from Waste Man-
agement at www.facebook.com/wasteman-
agement or follow the company on Twitter 

at: twitter.com/wastemanagement.
As part of its hurricane planning and pre-

storm preparation, Waste Management puts 
its hurricane response plan into action as 
soon as a storm becomes a verifi ed threat 
to the area.

Waste Management’s investment in 
emergency and storm recovery prepared-
ness includes stockpiling of supplies and 
needed rapid-response equipment, includ-
ing communications technologies and re-
sponse vehicles. The effort includes mobile 
“command centers” that include overnight 
functionality plus satellite voice and data-
enabled systems. These are stationed in 
Georgia and Texas but can be mobilized to 
be accessible anywhere in the southeast fol-
lowing a storm’s impact.

After a storm, Waste Management works 

to restart waste and recycling collection and 

operations as soon as possible on streets 

that are passable. Reminders to separate 

household garbage from storm debris are is-

sued. The company expands its routes to ad-

ditional areas as more streets become clear 

of debris and other impediments.

“Our value to a community is not always 

apparent unless collection stops,” said Chan-

dler. “Doing everything we can to prepare 

before and return to service and help local 

residents recover after a crisis is what being 

a good community partner is all about.”

More tips for hurricane preparedness are 

available on www.ready.gov.

Start of hurricane season puts readiness plans in motion

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
AIR CONDITIONING

ATTORNEYS WANTED TO BUY

FURNITURE TYPE OF BUSINESS

HEALTHCARE

LOCAL DONATIONS

HEALTH FOODS

EMORY WALKER EMORY WALKER CO. INC.CO. INC.
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O.

Other facilities in
Gainesville 

& Bradenton www.floridacare.net

Vitamins, Minerals
Herbal Detox 
Nature’s Pantry 

417 WS Park St. • (863) 467-1243

Now accepting donations  
of household goods. 

Okeechobee Campus
7595 NE 128th Ave. Okeechobee, FL
(863) 763-4224
www.faithfarm.org

Place in 
business card here!!  
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Maintaining the level of Lake Okeecho-
bee is a juggling act that takes into consider-
ation the concerns of diverse groups such as 
sportsmen and agricultural water consum-
ers and relies on input from several govern-
ment agencies. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) 
is charged with maintaining the lake level by 
balancing public safety, navigation, water 
supply and ecological needs. While a higher 
lake level might be good for large areas of 
South Florida that depend on the lake as a 
backup water supply for drinking water and 
agricultural purposes, public safety might be 
endangered. Lower lake levels might reduce 
the risk of fl ooding, but water supply might 
be restricted and harm might be done to 
downstream estuaries.

The level of Lake Okeechobee is regu-
lated by two documents, the Lake Okeecho-
bee Regulation Schedule of 2008 (LORS 
2008) which was adopted by the COE on 
April 28, 2008, after a two-year study and 
public input, and the Adaptive Protocols for 
Lake Okeechobee Operations completed in 
September, 2010. The primary goal of these 
documents is to keep the lake between 12.5 
and 15.5 feet. According to Zafar Hyder, hy-
drological engineer for COE, this range of 
depths is to keep the lake healthy. This is 
called the operations band and it has fi ve 
sub-bands to help water mangers make the 
right decisions to maintain the optimum wa-
ter level. Then there is the high lake manage-
ment band which includes lake levels above 
16 feet in advance of the wet season and 

above 17.25 during the dry season. Opera-
tions in this band are focused on reducing 
the lake level and often include maximum 
water releases. Mr. Hyder said that above 
17.25 feet, water managers began to be 
concerned about the safety of the dike. The 
regulation schedule also has a water short-
age management band which includes lake 
levels below 10.5 feet in advance of the wet 
season or levels below 13 feet at the start of 
the dry season. 

The Adaptive Protocols is a more detailed 
document than LORS 2008 and is used as a 
tool to make implementation of LORS 2008 
more fl exible and responsive to real time 
conditions. This document results in im-
proved salinity of the estuaries and reduces 
the chances of the lake level falling low 
enough for ecological damage. 

Mr. Hyder said that each Tuesday, the 
COE, using these two documents as guide-
lines, seeks the recommendation of SFWMD 
and the input from other local and state 
agencies to make decisions about releasing 
water from the lake.

As the water level drops into the water 
management shortage band, COE defers 
more to SFWMD as this agency tries to con-
serve water to meet the needs of agricultural 
and residential consumers.  

Lake level is controlled, in part, by making 
low level pulse releases designed to mimic 
rainfall to the Caloosahatchee River and St. 
Lucie Canal. Pulse releases are also used to 
regulate the salinity in these waterways to 
provide for their healthy ecology. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Lake Okeechobee regulation
juggles needs of different users
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee High School girls track 
team 2012 season was highlighted by Ta-
batha Henry, who won her second district 
title in running this year as she captured the 
3200 meters last month.

Henry was awarded with the Most Valu-
able Player Award for the track team, the 
fourth MVP she has won in cross country 
and track during her freshmen and sopho-
more years.

“It has been unbelievable. The district 
titles feel the same and both feel amazing,” 
she said.

Henry was praised for the work she puts 
into the sport and her dedication. Her goal is 
to become a state champion by the time she 
completes high school in the next two years. 
She admits she likes to win and doesn’t set-
tle for anything less.

“I like the feeling of getting fi rst. My goal 
was to be district champion this year and I 
made my goal,” she said.

The sports are similar as far as training 
but the actual races are much different. 

Henry won the 3200 meter race in a tight 
battle. She fi nished eighth at the regional 
and missed out on a trip to the state fi nals. 
She wants to change that next year.

“I had an off day at regional and I was 
sick that week. I have two more years and 
next year I will defi nitely make it to states in 
both sports,” she added.

Henry thanked her parents and her 
friends for  their support as she trains to 
reach her goal.

Track Coach A.J. Mayernik said he felt his 
fi rst year in command went well. He said 
the athletes put forth a great effort and really 

bonded as a team. 
Many of the kids 
really didn’t know 
what to expect as 
they didn’t know 
him or his methods 
and probably won-
dered if he really 
knew what he was 
doing.

“I’m thrilled to 
see how well the 
team did and the 
improvement we 
had. My main goal 
was for the team 
to have fun and 
they had a lot of fun 
competing and fur-
thering their abili-
ties,” he said.

While only one girl made the regional, a 
number of girls were very close to qualify-
ing. Mayernik said that makes him excited 
about the future.

“I think we have a lot of outstanding tal-
ent on this team and most of the girls have 
gotten the jitters out and next year will be 
cool, calm and relaxed,” he added.

Brianna Nunez was named the Brahman 
Award winner for girl’s track. She said she 
was shocked when they called her name at 
the awards banquet.

“I’m not the fastest girl but I gave my 
heart out and I tried and practice every day, 
“she said.

Nunez was part of the 4x100 meter relay 
team. They had some fi ne performances this 
year but fell short of the regional. They were 
forced to substitute a few girls due to injuries 
and absences and that hurt with the passing 
and receiving of the baton at times.

“I think track is amazing and I recom-
mend it for everybody. I was able to stay in 
shape, make new friends and got comfort-
able with each other. It was a really good 
experience.”

Other athletes honored at the banquet 
included Rosa Borja, Hunter Boshell, Baylee 
Evans, Ana Huerta, Jenna Kissam, Sandra 
Luviano, Hannah Raulerson, Selena San-
chez, Emilse Serrano, Cameron White, and 
Shania Bayes.

Scholar athletes included Hunter Boswell, 
Tabatha Henry, Ana Huerta, Sandra Luviano, 
Hannah Raulerson, Emilse Serrano, Camer-
on White and Shania Bayes.

OHS girls track team honored at award banquet

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

Brianna Nunez was the 2012 Brahman 
Award winner for OHS Girls Track. She 
received the award from Track Coach 
Jose Nunez.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

Tabatha Henry (middle) received the 2012 MVP Award for 
OHS Girls Track. She is fl anked by Track Coaches A.J. May-
ernik (left) and Jose Nunez (right).
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