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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County has taken the fi rst step 
toward making Commissioner Bryant Culpep-
per’s vision of revitalizing Okee Tantie Camp-
ground and Marina under a public-private part-
nership a reality. The county is receiving Letters 
of Interest from developers with proposals for 
the revitalization of the park.

Commissioners Culpepper’s original idea 
was for the developer to lease the park for 99 
years and, in turn, sell individual RV lots. At the 
end of the 99-year period, the lots sold as well 

as the remainder of the park would revert back 
to the county.

However, while the Letter of Interest docu-
ments say the county would consider a long-
term lease, other alternatives would also be 
considered. The county is open to any sugges-
tions for the ultimate use of the property such 
as a destination resort, marina, or campground. 
The advertised documents say the county 
would also be open to allow the developer tax 
credits and other economic incentives. 

Some people have expressed fear that the 
general public would be precluded from using 
the park. However, one of the requirements 

of the Letter of Interest is that the developer 
explain how he plans to have some areas of 
the park, including portions of the waterfront, 
open to the general public.  

Letters of Interest will be accepted until 
May 30. Then the county has 45 days to take 
any further action deemed necessary to decide 
upon an ultimate course of action. They could 
schedule workshops or public hearings to con-
sider some of the ideas submitted. Some devel-
opers could be asked to make presentations to 
the county commission. 

County seeks plans for revitalizing Okee-Tantie

Burglars cut 
hole in roof
            ... Page 5

Property owners seek 
permission to hold 
Mudfests through 2015
By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County could be the site of 
six more mudfests. On Tuesday night the 
Okeechobee County Planning Board will hold 
a public hearing to consider a request from 

Fortunate Farm-
ing, LLC, property 
owner and Hales 
Amusements, Inc., 
applicant, to hold 
six, three-day Mud-
fests in August of 
this year, Febru-
ary and August of 
2013, February and 
August of 2014 and 
February of 2015.

Several previ-
ous mudfests have 

occurred on this property which is located on 
the north side of S.R. 70 E. about one half mile 
west of N.E. 128th Avenue. The February, 2008, 
event drew an estimated 12,000 people on Sat-

Planners to consider Mudfest permits

Special to the Okeechobee News/Bobby Blish
The Okeechobee Mudfest in February 2012 attracted thousands of participants who 
tried their luck navigating vehicles of all sizes through the mudholes on the State 
Road 70 property.See MUDFEST — Page 5

IF YOU GO ...
WHAT: Okeechobee 
County Planning 
Board
WHEN: 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 24
WHERE: County 
Health Department 
Auditorium, 1728 
N.W. Ninth Ave.

SFWMD offi ce 
moves... Page 15

See OKEE-TANTIE — Page 5



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Federally 
insured by 

NCUA.

Offers valid as of April 10, 2012. A minimum $5 account is required for membership with MIDFLORIDA and access to these offers. Offers are available for a limited time only and may be cancelled without notice. Existing MIDFLORIDA loans and credit cards do not qualify for the incentive or the special advertised Annual Percentage Rates (APR). 
Checking incentive is deposited to new checking account. Loan and credit card incentives will be applied to a MIDFLORIDA Visa Platinum credit card. Other rates and terms are available and are based on credit. Visit midflorida.com or see an associate for details.
 
1.Anyone who has held a checking account with MIDFLORIDA in the past will not qualify for the $77 incentive. In addition to opening a new checking account, you must accept and open online banking, online bill payment, eStatement, eNotice, direct deposit ($500 minimum which must post within 30 days of account opening) and a debit card. 
For RT4T checking accounts, you must make 5 debit card transactions in the first 30 days in lieu of the direct deposit requirement. Freedom accounts do not qualify for this incentive. Minimum to open is $50.  2. To qualify for the incentive, you must refinance a loan of $15,000 or more from another financial institution. Loans of $5,000 to $14,999 
will receive a $100 credit.  3. Incentive is offered on new credit card accounts only. The introductory Annual Percentage Rate available on balance transfers is valid for the first 12 months on new accounts only. A 1% balance transfer fee will apply. 

START TODAY!

CREDIT 
CARD

GET 
$50 

credit
with a new 

Visa Platinum Credit Card 3

0% Intro APR on balance transfers

No annual fee

FREE 
CHECKING

GET 
$77 

cash

with a new 

FREE checking 
account1

REFI
LOAN

GET 
$200 

credit
with your refinanced loan

Rates as low as 

2.99%2

APR

MORE POWER TO YOU.
Feeling powerless at your big bank? All banks and credit unions aren’t alike  –  so when it comes to deciding where to bank, take control. 

www.midflorida.com 
Toll Free (866) 913-3733

Habla Español  (877) 834-6376
OKEECHOBEE   3261 U.S. Hwy. 441 S.

Earn up to $327 with  

MIDFLORIDA is here to work with you 
and your schedule – with features like:

plus

2 Okeechobee News April 22, 2012

Today: Showers likely and possibly a 
thunderstorm before 2 p.m., then a chance

of showers and thunder-
storms after 2 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 83. 
Southwest wind between 10 
and 15 mph, with gusts as 
high as 25 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.

Tonight: A chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before 8 pm, then a slight chance
of showers between 8 and 11 p.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 54. West north-
west wind around 10 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 30%.

Extended Forecast
Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 

81. Northwest wind between 10 and 15
mph. 

Monday night: Partly cloudy, with a low
around 51. Northwest wind between 5 and
10 mph. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near
76. North northwest wind between 5 and 10
mph. 

Tuesday night: Mostly clear, with a low
around 48. North northwest wind around 5
mph. 

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 82. West northwest wind around 5 mph. 

Okeechobee Forecast

Okeechobee News

Newshound on the go
Newshound, the Okeechobee News mascot, visited 
the Okeechobee County Extension Offi ce on Tues-
day for the Okeechobee 4-H County Events com-
petition. 4-H Club members gave speeches from 
3 to 12 minutes. The winners of the county events 
will go on to the district competition in Arcadia on 
April 28. Newshound was particularly impressed by 
a speech on “how to take care of dogs.”

Okeechobee News

Useful tips
4-H can be about “anything,” as proven by the Okeechobee 
Picture Perfect 4-H video and photography club, who pre-
sented a humorous look at “How to Combat Zombies Using 
Common Household Objects” at the Okeechobee County 4-H 
County Events at the Extension Offi ce on April 17. The club’s 
presentation was fi lmed so that it can be used for a video proj-
ect. For more information on the Picture Perfect Club and other 
Okeechobee County 4-H Clubs, contact the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Extension Offi ce in the County Annex on U.S. Highway 98.
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

At their meeting on Thursday, April 19 the 
Kiwanis Club got to hear from the county’s 
new director of parks and recreation, Albee 
Scoggins.

“I’m the new Darrell,” Mr. Scoggins said, 
referring to retired parks and recreation di-
rector Darrell Enfi nger whom he replaced. 
He said he had known Mr. Enfi ner since 
1987 and called him and an “icon” in the 
recreation fi eld. 

Mr. Scoggins has been impressed with 
the hospitality and welcome he has received 
since coming here and he looks forward to 
being here for a while.

“I’m honored to be a part of Okeecho-
bee County,” he said. When he was in high 
school and came here to play baseball, he 
was always impressed with the barbecue 
and swamp cabbage. 

When Mr. Scoggins saw the county’s rec-
reational facilities he said, “I knew this was 
the right fi t.”

Mr. Scoggins, who grew up on the coast, 
played baseball for John Carroll High School, 
Indian River State College and for the Uni-
versity of Florida where he was on the 1982 
Southeastern Conference Championship 
team. He also played for the Baltimore Ori-
oles and St. Louis Cardinals. When injuries 
curtailed his baseball career, he became the 
next best thing, a recreation director. Mr. 
Scoggins has 25 years of experience in the 
fi eld. He has served as recreation director 
for the City of Stuart and with the St. Lucie 
County Department of Leisure Services as 
recreation manager, recreation supervisor, 
and manager of the Thomas J. White Sta-
dium, the spring training home of the New 
York Mets.

“I’ve inherited a tremendous staff.” Mr. 
Scoggins said. In addition to the recreation 
staff, Mr. Scoggins supervises the director of 
Okee Tantie Campground and Marina and 
the director of the agri-civic center. 

He said his staff was working hard to 
reevaluate the recreation programs offered 
by the county and to make county facilities 
more available to the public. He said his staff 

was open to new ideas and was wiling to 
listen to resident’s requests. 

Mr. Scoggins spoke of his background 
and said he had been blessed with a lot of 
different experiences which he can put to 
use on his new job. He sees one of his tasks 
as promoting and marketing the county rec-
reation facilities at a high standard.

“My job is to understand the county com-
mission’s desires and make them happen,” 
he said. “I welcome that challenge.”

When asked about his experience in 
bringing baseball tournaments to town, Mr. 
Scoggins replied that in Stuart he was in-
volved with tournaments that brought 20 to 
30 teams to town.

“One of the challenges we are going to 
have is upgrading our fi elds,” he said. He 
went on to say that upgrading means more 
than planting new grass and also involves ir-
rigation and drainage That is where he sees 
public private partnerships coming into play 
with civic clubs and other private organiza-
tions helping to fi nance upgrades.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

New county rec director 
speaks to Kiwanis Club

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Kiwanis Club member Clayton Wil-
liams, right, introduced Albee Scog-
gins, left, Okeechobee County Direc-
tor of Parks and Recreation, who was 
the guest speaker for the Thursday, 
April 19, Kiwanis Club meeting.



Earth Day happens just once a year. What 
will this global moment on April 22 look like? 
Share your best photo of the day.

How can you join in? Join the Flickr 
website on line and get ready to submit 
your best shot of our environment how you 
see it (good, bad, landscapes, city-scapes, 
humans, wildlife, wild-humans – it’s up to 
you!) on April 22, 2012. 

Take a photo any time during the twenty-

four hour period of April 22 where you are, 
then upload it to your Flickr account to share 
it with the State of the Environment group. 

You have a week to submit your single 
photo, but it must be taken on Earth Day, 
April 22. 

This is open for global participation, but 
EPA will be highlighting one photo from 
each U.S. state or territory and featuring the 
state with the most participation!

School dances
• I have a problem with the trend for us-

ing school dances and other school events 
as fundraisers for other things. Kids in 
Okeechobee are always saying there isn’t 
enough to do here. Then they hold some-
thing like a school dance, and a good per-
centage of the kids can’t 
go because the tickets are 
so expensive. Make these 
events affordable by getting 
as much donated as you can, 
and only charge enough to 
cover actual expenses. They 
should keep the price low so 
more kids can go. A kid who 
is not old enough to have a job cannot come 
up with $25 for a ticket, and many parents 
just don’t have the extra money for that. It’s 
hard enough paying the rent and buying 
food. School events should be priced so that 
all students can attend, not just the fortunate 
few wealthy ones.

Secret Service
• It is okay for a Congressman to chase 

16-year-old boys in Washington, DC. It is 
okay for our government to cheat us every-
day on taxes and laws, but let one Secret 
Service agent short change a Colombian 
prostitute and it is an international incident. 
This just proves the American dollar does 
not go as far as it once did.

• So much corruption in so many areas 
of the government. Party lines do not even 
matter--corruption is everywhere. Citizens 
need to keep demanding that these corrupt 
offi cials be fi red. Also, go after the money 
they stole from American taxpayers. That 
ought to keep a few lawyers and accoun-
tants busy.

• I heard most were married. They are in 
trouble all the way around. I wouldn’t want 
my spouse to go down there and get who 
knows what and come home to me. Can 
you say, “child support”?

School Board hearing
• Will we ever get school board members 

that can think for themselves? They need to 
stop rubber-stamping everything the super-
intendent wants and listen to the public and 
the teachers that put them in offi ce. Their 
decisions are not in the best interest of our 
students. Our students are the ones going to 
suffer for the decisions they made at the im-
passe hearing! Ninety percent of the teachers 
are in the profession for the students. Don’t 
they realize it is the principal’s responsibility 
for weeding out the teachers that are not do-
ing their job? They have created an environ-
ment where teachers are not going to want 
to come to this county or stay in this county. 
Good Luck getting good teachers once you 
have gotten rid of the long-term teachers!

• A huge THANK YOU goes out to the 
school board members for making some 
sound decisions that will be in the best in-
terest of my children. You’ve all got my vote 
next time around.

• What will the percentage of annual 
teachers leaving be at the end of this year 
when we lose them to the other counties 
who appreciate them by having language 
that protects the ones who get the student 
learning gains from year to year. We all saw 
which counties those were. The intention of 
SB 736, even though it is fl awed, is to have 
teachers who produce student learning 
gains. Okeechobee has attracted potentially 
good teachers, but has a problem of keep-
ing them. Why should they stay? Last night’s 
decisions were another reason not to.

• Do you have any idea how many teach-
ers spoke directly to the school board in sup-
port of Mr. Kenworthy? Lots! Why do you 
think no teachers show up to negotiations? 
It’s because they don’t support the union.

• I’m a teacher and I’m sick of this us 
against them mentality. I’m a teacher and I 
support Mr. Kenworthy. You have to under-
stand that we are free thinking people with 
common sense.

• I think it is faulty logic to say that peo-
ple won’t stay if they don’t have a guarantee 
of continued employment. No one else in 
the community has that guarantee and yet 
people stay. The business I work for has cut 
about one-third of the staff due to the poor 
economy and those of us still employed are 
hanging on to the jobs we have. We are 
not looking to move somewhere else. The 
teachers on continuing contract get to keep 
their old system if they don’t want to go for 
the merit pay, if I understand this stuff right. 

Slow to become angry
By Mark Mayers, LMFT, 
CAP of Real Life Children’s Ranch

In life, as we interact with others, we will 
be offended. People will do things that hurt 
us. Certainly we will experience emotional 
pain when we are wronged. In extreme 
cases we can even experience physical pain. 
Although we often can’t control others doing 
something offensive to us, we do have the 
authority over our response and reactions to 
the offense. Ultimately, our response to an of-
fense comes to this - are we going to respond 
God’s way or react our way.

As born again Christians we serve a God 
who has a forgiving heart. In Nehemiah 9:16-
18, God gives us insight into how he responds 
to wrongs when he refl ects on the actions of 
the Israelites, “They refused to obey and did 
not remember the miracles you had done for 
them. Instead, they became stubborn and ap-
pointed a leader to take them back to their 
slavery in Egypt! But you are a God of forgive-
ness, gracious and merciful, slow to become 
angry, and rich in unfailing love. You did not 
abandon them.” God always points us to re-
spond in a way that refl ects his character. In 
James 1:19 God tell us this, “Understand this, 
my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be 
quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get 
angry.” 

Numerous times throughout His written
word God commands us to be slow to an-
ger and rich in love. As Christians we can do
this because Jesus lives inside of us and has
transformed us into brand new creatures.
We no longer have to look at others through
our own judgment because Christ has made
us new from the inside out. In 2 Corinthians
5-16, 17, God says, “So we have stopped eval-
uating others from a human point of view. At
one time we thought of Christ merely from
a human point of view. How differently we
know him now! This means that anyone who
belongs to Christ has become a new person.
The old life is gone; a new life has begun!”

Forgiveness does not mean that we should
ignore injustices such as abuse, sexual aberra-
tion, rebellion, gossip, etc. It does mean, how-
ever, that we are to respond prayerfully and
humbly when others offend us. If we let Jesus
guide us through the times we are offended
we will experience freedom and peace that
can’t be explained in words. If we react out of
our emotion or hurt we will hinder the heal-
ing and restorative work of the Holy Spirit.
Vengeance is God’s responsibly, not ours. We
don’t have to deliver ourselves, God will do it
for us. In fact God longs to deliver us. Psalms
28:8 “The LORD is their strength, And He is a
saving defense to His anointed.”
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Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

An error appeared in an article with the headline “Medicaid law could be costly to county” 
that was on the front page of the Wednesday, April 18, edition of the Okeechobee News. The 
article incorrectly stated that Okeechobee County Administrator Robbie Chartier received a 
letter from Hospital Corporation of America (HCA), the parent company of Raulerson Hos-
pital. The letter was actually from the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA), a state 
agency that administers Medicaid. We apologize for any inconvenience caused by this error.

Correction

Share an Earth Day photo
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urday. Later mudfests have drawn smaller 
crowds of a few thousand people.

The county planning department staff has 
researched the request and recommends ap-
proval. A site plan has been submitted which 
staff believes indicates adequate areas for 
day parking and camping. Staff also believes 
mudding actives are suffi ciently separated 
from nearby residential areas and that traffi c 
and safety issues have been addressed. The 
planning board will make a recommenda-
tion to county commissioners who will have 
fi nal approval on the permits.

Another item to be considered Tuesday 
night was tabled at the last meeting after 
creating considerable discussion. Amistad 
Holdings, LLC., property owner and appli-
cant, is requesting a reclassifi cation from 
rural estate future land use to rural activity 

center. The property in question is approxi-
mately 620 acres on the east side of S.E. 
128th Avenue, north of Quail Creek. The re-
quested change would increase the density 
for residential development from one unit 
per fi ve acres to one unit per acre and allow 
for up to 15 acres of commercial develop-
ment. A rural activity center provides for ag-
ricultural, recreational, residential, neighbor-
hood commercial and certain light industrial 
uses. Since this requested action involves a 
change to the county’s comprehensive plan, 
it will have to be approved by the county 
commission and state reviewing agencies.  

Also on the agenda is a request by US 
Land Acquisition, LLC, property owner and 
Stephen Myers, Jr. applicant, for preliminary 
plat approval for a proposed 20-unit condo-
minium development at Pine Creek Ranch, a 
private hunting lodge development of about 
2,392 acres on the west side of N.E. 48th Av-
enue, north of N.E. 224th Street. About two 
years ago a 23-unit condominium plat was 
approved for a 26-acre tract on the prop-
erty. The units being considered Tuesday 
night would be built on an adjoining 55 acre 
tract. 

MUDFEST
Continued From Page 1

One item needs to be clarifi ed. It was 
originally reported that the RV lot owners 
would have to vacate the lot after 30 days 
and return after a minimum amount of time. 

This would allow the developer to rent the 
lot while it was vacant. After consulting with 
developers, Commissioner Culpepper pro-
posed that the maximum time of owner oc-
cupation be fi ve months and 29 days before 
vacating for a specifi ed minimum amount of 
time. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

OKEE-TANTIE
Continued From Page 1

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Two Okeechobee residents were arrested 
April 17 in connection with the burglary of a 
local business.

Charles Allen Fox, 22, of S.E. 27th Street, 
and Christopher Kyle Baker, 28, of U.S. High-
way 98, were both charged with burglary of 
an occupied shelter, grand theft and criminal 
mischief over $1,000. Bond on these charges 
was set at $15,000 for each man.

According to the arrest report, the bur-
glars cut a hole in the roof of the U.S. 441 S. 
business and removed two large-screen tele-
visions: a 42” Samsung valued at $1,000 and 
a 42” Toshiba valued at $1,200. The damage 

to the roof was estimated 
to exceed $1,000. The tele-
visions were reportedly 
taken to a local residence 
where they were to be sold 
for $400 each.

Baker is also charged 
with burglary of an unoc-
cupied conveyance, deal-
ing in stolen property and 
giving false information to 

a secondary metal recycler in connection to 
theft of batteries from three pontoon boats 
which were docked behind the business 
that was burglarized. The batteries were re-
portedly worth a total of $790. Later in the 

day, the victim located four 
of the batteries at a local 
scrap yard. The manager 
of the scrap yard identifi ed 
Baker as the person who 
sold him the batteries. Bak-
er had provided a Florida 
Driver’s License as iden-
tifi cation for the transac-
tion, his right thumb print, 
and signed the transaction 

form.
Bond for Baker for these additional charg-

es was set at $20,000.
OCSO Detective Bryan Lowe was the ar-

resting offi cer.

Burglars cut hole in roof to steal TVs

Charles Allen
Fox

Christopher
Kyle Baker

The following individuals were ar-
rested on felony or driving under 
the infl uence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) or the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC).

• Kandice Rae Edwards, 66, of S.E. 21st 
Street, was arrested April 18 and charged 
with DUI with property damage. The arrest-
ing offi cer was OCPD Offi cer Ryan Holroyd. 
Bond was set at $500.

• Steven Allen Albritton, 21, was arrested 
April 17, on felony charges of grand theft 
and dealing in stolen property, and misde-
meanor charges of criminal mischief and 
trespass of an occupied structure. Bond was 
set at $1,750. OCSO Deputy Howard Picker-
ing was the arresting offi cer.

• Sheena Marie Egan, 26, was arrested 
April 17 on a warrant on charges of criminal 
use of personal ID information and a misde-
meanor charge of petit theft, and three felo-
ny counts of failure to appear in court after 
being let out on bail. No bond was set.

• Jessica Treece, 17, was arrested April 
17 on charges of grand theft, dealing in sto-

len property, criminal mischief, trespass, 
and defrauding a secondary metal recycler. 
OCSO Deputy Howard Pickering was the ar-
resting offi cer. She was released on her own 
recognizance.

• Xavier Fulks,  17, was arrested April 17, 
and charged with possession of controlled 
substance and possession of drug parapher-
nalia, as well as the midemeanor charge of 
resisting arrest without violence.  OCP Sgt. 
Russell Cale was the arresting offi cer.

• Robert Arnold Logan, 60, of U.S. High-

way 441 S.E., was arrested on April 18 and 
charged with possession of cocaine, and 
two counts of possession of a controlled 
substance without a prescription. Bond was 
set at $15,000. OCSO Deputy Matt Grum-
bling was the arresting offi cer.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or 
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report

The following persons are on Okeecho-
bee’s Most Wanted list. There are active war-
rants for these persons. The criteria for mak-
ing Okeechobee’s Most 
Wanted list is based on 
the severity of the crime in 
conjunction with the age 
of the warrant.

• Curtis Ardley, 
39, 5’9”, 165 lbs with a 
droopy left eye is wanted 
for failure to Register as 
Career Offender.

• Terry Woodrum, 
40, 5’11”, 180 lbs. with 
a tattoo of a skull with a 
cowboy hat on his left arm 
is wanted on a charge of 
Third Degree Grand Theft.

If you have any informa-
tion on the whereabouts 
of this man, you can call 
the Treasure Coast Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-273-TIPS 
(8477). If you call, you have 
the option of remaining anonymous. You 
can also receive a reward if the information 
results in an arrest.

Okeechobee’s Most Wanted

Curtis
Ardley

Terry
Woodrum



IRSC hosts seniors 
college night

IRSC Celebrating Seniors Event, 
April 23, 6 p.m., Williamson Conference 
Center, Dixon Hendry Campus, 2229 N.W. 
9th Ave. Okeechobee. Event for high school 
seniors. Get student ID, apply for fi nancial 
aid, start student orientation, door prizes – 
enter a drawing for a chance to receive a 
$500 scholarship. For more information, call 
1-866-792-4772.

CCC meeting 
planned for April 24

The Community Collaborative Council 
of the Okeechobee County Shared Services 
Network will conduct their monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday, April 24, at 10 a.m. at the 
Dr. Fred D. Brown Children’s Health Center 
(Florida Community Health Center), 2150 
Highway 441 North. Spotlight Speaker: 
Carol Shea and Georgette Brown with the 
Epilepsy Foundation. For more information, 
please call Sharon Vinson at 863-462-5000, 
Ext. 257. NOTE: special location just for the 
April meeting.

OKMS hosts April meeting
The next quarterly general membership 

meeting for Okeechobee Main Street will be 
held on April 25, at noon at the Golden Cor-
ral. At this very important meeting we will 
be electing offi cers for the 2012 Program 
Year. All members are encouraged to attend 
to be part of the election process and receive 
an update on recent events and activities. 
For further inforamtion on this meeting or 
membership, please call the Main Street Of-
fi ce at 863-357-6246.

Eagles North to host BINGO!
Eagles North, 9985 Hwy. 441 North, 

Okeechobee will host Bingo on Tuesday, 
April 26, at 1 p.m. Proceeds go to the F.O.E. 
community benefi t fund.

Cattlewomen plan BBQ
The Cattlewomen’s Scholarship Fund 

BBQ will be held Friday, April 27, 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Eli’s Western Wear. Dinners are 
$8. Stop by Eli’s Western Wear for tickets. 
Cattlewomen are asked to bring two dozen 
chocolate chip cookies or brownies individ-
ually wrapped.

Respect Outdoors 
Big Bass Bash

On Saturday, April 28, the fi rst Respect 
Outdoors Big Bass Bash will take place on 
Lake Okeechobee at Big Lake Lodge, 8680 
S.E. Hwy. 441. For more information, call 
Gabe 561-262-1400.

Farm Bureau to host annual 
speech contest

The Okeechobee Farm Bureau will host 
the annual Youth Speech contest on Thurs-
day, May 3, at 6 p.m. at the Okeechobee 
County Farm Bureau, 401 NW 4th Street, 
Okeechobee. A copy of the speech is due 
at the Farm Bureau Offi ce by April 27. 2012 
Topic: What role, if any should agriculture 
play in addressing health and obesity issues. 
Contact our offi ce at 863-763-3101 for more 
information and copy of the rules. 

OKMS hosts grand re-opening 
ribbon cutting ceremony

Okeechobee Main Street and the Cham-
ber of Commerce of Okeechobee County 
invite you to the grand re-opening and rib-
bon-cutting ceremony for Syble’s Flowers 
on Friday, April 27, at 10 a.m. Syble’s Flow-
ers is located at 119 South Parrott Avenue. 
Join Felicia Maxwell and her team as they 
celebrate and take a peek at what she has 
inside. Light snacks will be provided as you 
browse and wish Felicia the best!

Walk for Life planned
The Pregnancy Center of Okeechobee is 

having their WALK FOR LIFE on Saturday, 
May 5, Starts in Park #4 and the 3 mile walk 
will bring you back to the same park. For 
more information call 863-467-8748. Come 
out with your friends or group, have fun, ex-
ercise and support LIFE. 

Community News in Brief
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We are pledged to operate
our newspaper as a public
trust. Fairness is extremely
important to us.

We admit our errors
promptly and we don’t
“bury” the corrections. (If
error appears on the front
page, that’s where we print
the correction.)

Sometimes people don’t like
what has been written about
them. In those cases, we offer
a “right to reply” and allow
them to tell their own side of
the story.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee news

As the weather heats up so does local 
politics with more and more campaign signs 
and bumper stickers appearing. Some local 
races may be interesting with several candi-
dates vying for the offi ce.

However, one local election has already 
been decided. The deadline for qualifying 
for the offi ce of county judge was noon on 
Friday, April 20. Incumbent County Judge 
Jerald Bryant was the only one to qualify so 
he will automatically serve a second term.

As for the other local races, while several 
candidates have fi led paperwork to run for 
offi ce, none has actually qualifi ed yet. There 
are two ways to qualify to run for offi ce. The 
candidate can submit a petition with the 
names of 185 registered voters. The dead-
line for submitting petitions is noon, May 7. 
The other method is to submit a fee equal to 
6 percent of the annual salary of the offi ce 
for partisan candidates and 4 percent of the 
annual salary for nonpartisan candidates. 
The deadline for submitting the fee is noon, 
on June 8. However, supervisor of elec-
tions Gwen Chandler urges any prospective 
candidates to qualify well in advance of the 
deadlines because of all the steps involved. 

To date, long-time clerk of the court Sha-
ron Robertson is running unopposed. 

Property appraiser Bill Sherman, who has 
switched his party affi liation from Democrat 
to Republican, faces three challengers so far, 
Democrat Stan Curren, Republican Sharon 
K. Wallace and J. A. Tootle, who lists no po-
litical affi liation. 

To stay in offi ce, incumbent Republican 
Sheriff Paul May will have to defeat fellow 
Republican J. H. “Jon” Folbrecht plus any 
other candidate who may qualify. 

Supervisor of Elections Gwen Chandler 
has decided not to run for reelection. To date 
three people are vying for that offi ce: Repub-
lican Heather C. Hancock and Diane Hagan 
and Libby Maxwell, both of whom have no 
political affi liation. 

So far Tax Collector Celeste Watford is 
unopposed. 

Incumbent District 1 Commissioner, Ray 
Domer, a Republican, is facing four oppo-
nents: Democrat Phillip J. Baughman, Re-
publican Billy Marcum, and Carl E. Shumate 
and Keith L. White who both list no political 
party affi liation. 

District 3 Commissioner Frank Irby only 
has one challenger to date, fellow Republi-
can Dennis Ray Conner.

Elvie Posey, a Republican, will be seek-

ing his old District 5 seat from incumbent 

Republican Margaret Garrard Helton. So far, 

he is Mrs. Helton’s only opposition.

Kelly Owens of School Board District 2 

and India Riedle of School Board District 4 

are unopposed. 

If any incumbent is unchallenged for re-

election, their name will not be on the bal-

lot and they will automatically serve another 

term.

Citizens are reminded to register to vote. 

Voter registration for the Primary Election 

ends on July 16. Early voting for the primary 

election is Aug. 4 through 11 and Aug. 14 is 

Primary Elections Day. 

Registration closes for the General Elec-

tion on Oct. 9. Early voting for the General 

Election is Oct. 27 through Nov. 3 and Nov. 6 

is General Election Day.

Contact the Supervisor of Elections, 304 

N.W. Second St., 863-763-4014, for registra-

tion information.  
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Local public election races heat up
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“Take Time For Yourself”
Licensed References

Residential Commercial

Cleaning & Errand Services
By Katrina

Phone
863-824-0882

Cell
863-484-2551

Lic # 1812
Specializing in Convertible Tops, Seats, Head Liners, Tonneau Covers & More!Specializing in Convertible Tops, Seats, Head Liners, Tonneau Covers & More!

Unlimited Auto & 
Marine Upholstery

3197 NW 20th Trail, Bay 12 • Okeechobee, FL 34972

You Rip ‘Em, We Stitch ‘Em!
Over 30 Years ExperienceOver 30 Years Experience

Bruce

Cell: 863.634.4652 $2495 PER CARTON!
Come in for a 

sample
We can match 
your smoke

863.288.8401
8840 Hwy 78 W. • Okeechobee

24- Hour 
Customer Service 

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

Lori C. Berger
Exclusive Agent

   Allstate Insurance     
   Company 
    800 S. Parrott Ave.
     Okeechobee, FL 34974
      Phone 863-467-1265
      Fax 863-467-1085 
      Cell 863-634-8737

Cho
ice Automotive& Custom Exhaust

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service  • Brakes 
Window Motors •  Tune-Ups • Welding • Engine Mechanics

863-467-6633
Located Behind Rita’s
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee, FL  

203 SE 2nd St.
Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License 
AL11944

The Canvas Shop, LLC
On-site service

Privacy screens & bras
5th wheel skirts 

Boat tops  & covers 
Repairs & modi  cations

909 S. Parrott Ave., Ste B 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Carl and Donna Gaiser 863.763.7500
fax 863.763.6754

JONES EQUIPMENTEst. 
1989

4558 US Hwy 441 S.E.
Okeechobee, FL 

1-888-683-7853     863-763-5342
Cargo • Auto • Utility Trailers & Parts

763-3197
NEW LOCATION 

603 SW Park Street, Okeechobee
Call for directions 

www.inkwell4ink.com
909 So. Parrott Ave

     Okeechobee 
      

     863-357-4INK

      •VIP Discounts

  (4465)

Tattoos & Piercings

863.532.1077863.532.1077
Free Estimates

Lic# 1862Lic# 1862
Lic#10355Lic#10355

Licensed & Licensed & 
InsuredInsured

Payroll Service
       Taxes
             Consulting
                Bookkeeping/Accounting1040

Charles T. Thornton Accounting
8761 St. Rd. 78 W 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 

Tel: 863-455-2029
Fax: 800-240-9558

Chuck1040@aol.com
Business & Personal Accounting Solutions

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone

198 Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972
(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • FAX (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

   Vinny’s Tailor Shop 
Ladies and Men’s Alterations 

Home Decor • Bedding

Now accepting all makes 
SEWING MACHINE REPAIR 

Specializing in Home and Industrial Sewing Machines

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm or by appointment!

(863) 467-78002303 S. Parrott Ave, Suite H
Okeechobee, FL 34974 

Tree Locators, Inc. 
“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”
-Plants
-Trees
-Natural Stone
-Decorative Gravel

-Manufactured Stone 
-Design
-Installation
-Full Garden Center

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34974
863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730
treelocators@aol.com

New Fashions, Accessories, 
Unique Gifts, 
& Jewelry 

OPEN
Mon - Thurs
10am to 6pm 

Friday 10am - 7pm
Sat. 9am-3pm

tonischicboutique@centurylink.net

Process 
Service 

PS-06-17
Bail

Bonds

Gregory Gernat 
588 NE 28th Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972588 NE 28th Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-357-2888 or toll Free 877-568-3864863-357-2888 or toll Free 877-568-3864

UNIQUE SERVICES

863.763.1141

300 NW 
Park St

Okeechobee

Call a PRO fessional
AN AFFORDABLE WAY TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS!!!

Advertise Your Business Here!

email okeeadsales@newszap.com

7Okeechobee NewsApril 22, 2012



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY 
HOUSEHOLD

AMNESTY DAY!
HAZARDOUS 

HAZARDOUS 

WASTE
WASTE

SATURDAY, APRIL 28SATURDAY, APRIL 28thth

9:009:00AMAM - 2:00 - 2:00PMPM
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE FACILITY 

306 N.W. 9TH Ave., Okeechobee 

• FREE DROP OFF •
To Okeechobee County Residents

Paints, Pesticides, 
Chemicals, Solvents, 

Brake Fluid, Pool 
Chemicals, Batteries, 

Cleaning Supplies, Used 
Oil, Oil Filters, 
Mercury Bulbs, 

Mercury Containing 
Devises and unknown 

Chemicals; Ni-Cad and 
Lead Acid Batteries; Tires 
(4 tires ONLY)Per House-
hold). NO Propane Tanks. 

NO Electronics

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCo

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

For More Information, Contact 

Solid Waste Dept. at 763-1811
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Courtesy photo/EPA
Many things can be seen from space including the changes made to protect 
“Mother Earth” especially since the beginnings of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), the inception of the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act and also the 
introduction of Earth Day by Senator Gaylord Nelson in 1970. The EPA began 
its work as well the same year taking on issues having to do with protecting our 
environment. 

The fi rst Earth Day, observed across the 
country on April 22, 1970, crystallized a 
growing public concern about ecological 
crises. Earth Day was the product of local 
grassroots action to increase environmental 
awareness, but it also focused the nation’s 
political agenda on urgent environmental is-
sues.

It may be hard to imagine that before 
1970, a factory could spew black clouds of 
toxic into the air or dump tons of toxic waste 
into a nearby stream, and that was perfectly 
legal. They could not be taken to court to 
stop it.

How was that possible? Because there 
was no EPA, no Clean Air Act, no Clean Wa-
ter Act. There were no legal or regulatory 
mechanisms to protect our environment.

In Spring 1970, Senator Gaylord Nelson 
created Earth Day as a way to force this issue 
onto the national agenda. Twenty million 
Americans demonstrated in different U.S. 
cities, and it worked!

In December 1970, Congress authorized 
the creation of a new federal agency to tack-
le environmental issues, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

In 1970, President Richard Nixon and 
Congress established the U.S. EPA in re-
sponse to the growing public demand for 
cleaner water, air and land. EPA was tasked 
with the challenging goal of repairing the 
damage already done to the environment 
and to establish guidelines to help Ameri-
cans in making a cleaner and safer environ-
ment a reality.

The mission of the Environmental Protec-

tion Agency is to protect human health and 
the environment. Since 1970, EPA has been 
working for a cleaner, healthier environment 
for the American people.

Gaylord Nelson was a leading fi gure in 
the fi ght against environmental degradation 
and social injustice in the twentieth century. 

Growing up steeped in Wisconsin’s pro-
gressive heritage and New Deal liberalism, 
Mr. Nelson began his political career as one 
confi dent in both the political power of ordi-
nary citizens and the government’s ability to 
promote the public good. Though the 1950s 
brought prosperity to some Americans, Nel-
son’s attention was with those in the city 
and the countryside who were disadvan-
taged. He never overlooked the social and 
ecological costs of technological innovation 
and industrial expansion. 

As a senator, Mr. Nelson contributed to 
important liberal reforms but struggled for 
years to interest his colleagues in environ-
mental protections. So he turned instead 
to the people, proposing April 22, 1970 as 
a day for Americans to speak out about the 
environmental crises they faced. Earth Day’s 
massive public support forced politicians to 
see the severity of the problems and the ex-
tent of public concern. The fi rst Earth Day 
galvanized Congress into creating some of 
the most important U.S. environmental leg-
islation. 

This article is courtesy the EPA.

Celebrate Earth Day - April 22
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Pre-Owned Vehicles Under $10k

(877) Go-Gilbert or (863) 763-3154www.GilbertChevrolet.com

SALES:  
SERVICE & PARTS   

BODY SHOP  Closed Sundays

2004 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 2WD 
Regular Cab, Great Work Truck

$4,7502064A

2008 Chevrolet Cobalt LT Coupe 
CD/MP3 Player, 5-Speed Manual

$9,7502322A

2006 Dodge Dakota 2WD Club Cab 
6.5 Ft Box, Great Work Truck

$4,7501558A

30 Day Price Guarantee on Tires
Get the best price in town or we’ll refund the difference.

GM Certified Service

2000 BMW 323i Sport Wagon 
Keyless Entry, Power Windows, Manual

$7,7501275B

LOOKING FOR A SPRING FLING?
LOOK NO FURTHER.

FALL IN LOVE AT GILBERT CHEVROLET.

$179
PER MO. FOR 24 MO.

LEASE FOR 2012 CHEVY MALIBU

$299
PER MO. FOR 39 MO.

$149
PER MO. FOR 24 MO.

2012 CRUZE

$199
PER MO. FOR 39 MO.

REG. CAB

Cruze lease is for 24 months/12,000 miles with $1,995 due at signing. Malibu lease is for 24 mo/12,000 miles with $1,539 due at signing.  Silverado Reg Cab lease is for 39 mo/10,000 miles with $1,995 due at signing. Silverado Ext Cab is 39 mo/12,000 miles with $3,000 due at signing.  
All prices are plus taxes, tag, and fees. Offers assume qualified credit. All incentives and rebates to dealer. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Offers expire 4/30/12.

Looking for more discounts? We offer additional rebates for participating members of Farm Bureau, AARP, USAA & More.

2012 SILVERADO 1500

11111000000 MMMMMMMOOOOODDDDEEEEELLLLLSSSS
WWWWWWWIITTHH 333330000  MMMPPGG  OOORRRR MMMOOORRRREEE

11111111111188888888888888 
MPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPG

11111111111111111888888888888888888 
MPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPMPGMPGMPGMPG

33333333333333333338888888888888888888 
MPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPGMPMPGMPGMPG

333333333333333333333333333333 
MPMPMPMPMPMPMPMPMM GGGGGGGGG

EXT. CAB

LEASE FOR LEASE FOR LEASE FOR

1996 Ford F-150 
XLT, Automatic Transmission

$6,7505103B

2005 Chrysler 300-Series 
4dr Sedan, 300C, Ltd Availability

$9,7502179A

2004 Chevrolet Malibu 
4dr Sedan, Sport Red Metallic

$5,7502321A

2004 Lincoln Aviator 
4dr AWD Luxury, Power Locks/Windows

$8,7502117A
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Our Surgical Services Department performs a variety of 
inpatient and outpatient procedures for patients everyday.

Some of the Surgical Procedures available include:

Total Knee and Hip Replacements
Laparoscopic Hysterectomy
Laparoscopic Appendectomy
Single-Site Gall Bladder Removal
InterStim Therapy for bladder or bowel incontinence
Pacemaker and AICD implementation
And many more

Our highly trained Surgical Services Department utilizes 
the latest technology and state of the art devices. The 
patient care they provide is from the heart. Raulerson 
Hospital has been caring for the health needs of our 

community for more than 33 years. Trust our skilled medical staff to provide you and 
your family with the quality care you deserve and expect.

For more information about the surgical services available at Raulerson Hospital, visit 
our website at RaulersonHospital.com. Our website also includes a health and video 
library to help you understand and become educated about the conditions that are 
important to you.

it f th 33
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Businesses and organizations in and 
around Okeechobee have a unique option 
for their occupational health needs. They 
can rely on the convenience and expertise 
of Raulerson Company Care to maintain 
their strong and healthy workforce. Since 
2008 Raulerson Company Care has been 
the local solution for comprehensive pre-
employment and workers’ compensation 
services. Running a business can be a chal-
lenge. Lost time due to an injured employee 
is lost productivity for a business. Company 
Care uses effi cient, cost-effective methods to 
serve the occupational health needs of our 
community.

Whether you are hiring new employees 
who need health and/or drug screenings 
or looking for an expedited process for an 
employee injury/workers’ compensation, 
Company Care handles it all. Company Care 
utilizes Raulerson Hospital’s Emergency 
Department after hours for acute injuries/
illnesses and the free-standing clinic during 
normal community business hours to of-
fer employers 24-hour Emergency access 
to healthcare services. More than 50 com-
panies and municipalities trust Raulerson 

Company Care to handle their occupational 

health needs.

Case Management services are an impor-

tant component of the occupational health 

programs offered by Company Care. Coor-

dination, monitoring and evaluation of an 

injured employee’s medical care permits 

Company Care to provide communication 

to the employer and/or insurance carrier 

to ensure the Medical Plan of Treatment is 

being adhered to for an aggressive return to 

work status. 

Some of the features businesses utilizing 

Raulerson Company Care have quick access 

to, include:

FDOT Drug Testing and Physicals

Pre-Employment Screenings

Workers’ Compensation

24-hour Emergency Care

Company Care is located in the blue-roof 

building just north of Raulerson Hospital. To 

learn more about Company Care and how 

your business or organization can benefi t 

from these occupational health services, call 

Melanie Giles at 863-763-2670.

Raulerson announces 
Company Care options

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken

Orchid and Gardening Clubs meet
The Orchid Club, sponsored by the Okeechobee County Extension Offi ce, 
meets on the third Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Extension Offi ce in the County Annex on U.S. Highway 98. Participants are 
encouraged to bring a favorite orchid to show or a problem to discuss. The 
Okeechobee Garden Club meets on the third Monday of each month from 
6 to 7 p.m., also at the Extension Offi ce. For more information about either 
club, contact Dan Culbert at 863-763-6469.
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Do-it-yourself publishing at Newszap.com

Wedding, engagement, birth, 
graduation, birthday

and anniversary
announcements 

in print and online! 

Publish your community news 
item or press release.

Get 100 words and one photo 
for only $25

Visit www.newszap.com, click on 
your community, and then on the link

for Publish Your News

E
m

ory
Walker Co., Inc.(863) 763-6742

Serving the Lake Area Since 1966 

A/C and Heating 

at it’s Best! 

License # 

CAC014022

CAC042747

CAC057219

208 SW 5th Ave

Okeechobee, FL

34974
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Reduce waste, protect air quality, con-
serve water and protect water quality…
it sounds overwhelming. Think about this 
for some motivation…one drop per second 
from a leaky faucet wastes 2,700 gallons of 
water per year and an extra 100 pounds in 
your vehicle could reduce your car’s MPG by 
up to two percent. Repairing a leaky faucet 
or removing extra pounds from your car not 
only protect the environment, but also saves 
you money. Check out a few Easy Actions 
for your home that benefi t your budget, your 
health and your planet.

Reduce waste
 • Compost kitchen scraps. Almost 60 

percent of the municipal solid waste pro-
duced in the United States (including paper) 
is compostable.

 • Buy rechargeable batteries to reduce 
the amount of harmful materials thrown 
away. Be sure to properly dispose of old bat-
teries. Learn how.

 • Carry reusable bags when you go 
shopping and use reusable containers to 
pack a lunch - for your kids or yourself.

Protect air quality
 • Buy locally grown fruits and vegetables 

that are in season to reduce fuel waste and 
emissions from long-distance shipping.

 • Avoid keeping unnecessary items in 
your vehicle, especially heavy ones. An ex-

tra 100 pounds in your vehicle could reduce 
your miles per gallon by up to two percent.

 • Use green cleaners like vinegar and 
water instead of harsh chemicals. (See page 
13 for instructions.)

Conserve water
 • Harvest rain to water plants. Rain is 

free and good for your plants because it 
doesn’t contain hard minerals.

 • Choose native plants that are adapted 
to the area. Native plants need less water. 
Learn about Florida Friendly Landscaping 
from the South Florida Water Management 
District.

 • Repair dripping faucets. One drop per 
second wastes 2,700 gallons of water per 
year.

Protect water quality
 • Fertilize appropriately. Overuse of 

fertilizers contaminates surface water and 
groundwater.

 • Recycle motor oil. A single quart of 
motor oil can contaminate thousands of gal-
lons of fresh water.

 • Reduce pesticide use. Pesticides can 
leach into groundwater. Using too much 
pesticide kills bees, butterfl ies and other 
benefi cial pollinators.

Information courtesy Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection.

Earth Day promotes conservation 
in protecting our environment

VPK program to open registration
The Early Learning Coalition of Indian River, Martin and Okeechobee Counties will kickoff 

the 2012 VPK Registration on April 28 from 9 a.m. – noon, 308 NW 5th Street, Okeechobee. 
VPK is FREE for all children who are four years old on or before September 1 and who reside 
in Florida. Please bring proof of your child’s age and proof of residency. Proof of age: Child’s 
Birth certifi cate, physician signed shot record, passport or military ID. Proof of residency: 
Driver’s license, utility bill, property tax showing homestead exemption, or a rental agree-
ment. For more information about the Early Learning Coalition of Indian River, Martin and 
Okeechobee Counties, please call 772-220-1220, toll free 877-220-1223, visit our website at 
www.elcirmo.org or “Like us on Facebook” www.facebook.com/elcirmo.

Northside Headstart accepting applications
The Economic Opportunities Council of Indian River County is accepting applica-

tions for Northside Head Start and VPK (Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten). Children must 
have been born before Sept. 2, 2009. Birth Certifi cate and Social Security number for the 
child applying and proof of family income is required. Please call the Northside Head 
Start offi ce at 863-357-8677 for an appointment and additional information. Offi ce hours 
are as follows, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
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PRICE OF VEHICLES EXCLUDES TAX, TAG, REGISTRATION AND TITLE. 0% FINANCING FROMTOYOTA FINANCIAL BASED ON APPROVED CREDIT. ALL CUSTOMER CASH OFFERS MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH QUALIFIED APR 
APPROVAL. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. *WITH APPROVED CREDIT. PLUS TAX, 12K MPY, AND $1,695 INCEPTIONS. INCLUDES ALL FACTORY REBATES AND INCENTIVES. OFFERS WITH APPROVED CREDIT. OFFER VALID THRU 
DAY OF PUBLICATION. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSE ONLY. ADVERTISER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

FREEFREE

$1,000$1,000
PRICEPRICE

GUARANTEE!GUARANTEE!

3 DAY 3 DAY 
EXCHANGEEXCHANGE

POLICY!POLICY!

LIFETIME LIFETIME 

POWERTRAINPOWERTRAIN
WARRANTY!WARRANTY!

0% for up tofor up to 60 
mosmos-OR--OR-

Lease for $1,999 Down*
$309/mo for 39 months

2012 TOYOTA TACOMA 
DOUBLE CAB SR5

0% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 48 
months • 2.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 2.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-

Lease for $1,999 Down*
$279/mo for 39 months

2012 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LE

0% for 36 mos • .9% for 48 
months • 1.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*
$319/mo for 39 months

2012 TOYOTA 2012 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER 4CYLHIGHLANDER 4CYL

0% for 36 mos • .9% for 48 
months • 1.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 1.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*
$269/mo for 39 months

2012 TOYOTA RAV42012 TOYOTA RAV4

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*
$239/$239/mo formo for 39  39 monthsmonths

2012 TOYOTA 
COROLLA LE

0% for 36 mos • .9% for 48 0% for 36 mos • .9% for 48 
months • 1.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 1.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*
$169/$169/mo formo for 39  39 monthsmonths

2012 TOYOTA 2012 TOYOTA 
PRIUS II

0% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 48 
months • 2.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*
$239/mo for 39 months

0% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 48 0% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 48 
months • 2.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 2.9% for 60 months

2012 TOYOTA 
CAMRY SE

0% for 36 and 48 months0% for 36 and 48 months
1.9% for 63 months1.9% for 63 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*
$199/$199/mo formo for 39  39 monthsmonths

5101 SE Federal Hwy Stuart, FL 34997
www.TreasureCoastToyotaofStuart.com

888-224-1144
SERVICE 888-224-0624

SALES:  Mon-Fri 8:30am - 8:00pm  • Sat 8:30 - 7:00pm • Sun 10:30am - 5:00pm
SERVICE: Mon-Fri 7:00am - 6:00pm • Sat 7:00am - 4:00pm  • Sun CLOSED

2012 TOYOTA TUN-2012 TOYOTA TUN-
DRA DOUBLE CAB

2002 T2002 TOYOTA COROLLAOYOTA COROLLA LE LE ....... .......$7,999$7,999
Auto, CD, PW, PL Low Miles , Exc. Condition Auto, CD, PW, PL Low Miles , Exc. Condition #120491A#120491A
2007 FORD FREESTAR2007 FORD FREESTAR ............. .............$8,990$8,990
Auto, C/D, Tilt, Cruise, Full Power! Auto, C/D, Tilt, Cruise, Full Power!   #P0226A#P0226A
2007 TOYOTA YARIS2007 TOYOTA YARIS ................. .................$9,990$9,990
Auto, P/W, A/C, P/L, Great on gas! Auto, P/W, A/C, P/L, Great on gas! #511060A#511060A
2010 KIA RIO2010 KIA RIO ........................... ...........................$9,999$9,999
Auto, C/D, A/C, Great on gas! Auto, C/D, A/C, Great on gas!   #120613A #120613A 
2010 TOYOTA YARIS2010 TOYOTA YARIS ............... ...............$12,990$12,990
Auto, A/C, CD, Loaded, Great on Gas! Auto, A/C, CD, Loaded, Great on Gas! #111269A  #111269A  

05-10 TOYOTA RAV-4 05-10 TOYOTA RAV-4  ....... .......Call For PriceCall For Price
Auto, AC, CD, Cruise, Loaded, 4 to chooseAuto, AC, CD, Cruise, Loaded, 4 to choose

2010 HYUNDAI ELANTRA2010 HYUNDAI ELANTRA ......... .........$13,999$13,999
Auto, Loaded, Leather, Low Miles, Sunroof, Full Pwr, Auto, Loaded, Leather, Low Miles, Sunroof, Full Pwr, 
#120340B#120340B
2011 TOYOTA PRIUS2011 TOYOTA PRIUS ........... ...........Please Call Please Call 
Auto, A/C, Loaded, 3 to choose, Great on Gas!, Very Auto, A/C, Loaded, 3 to choose, Great on Gas!, Very 
Clean Clean 
2007 TOYOTO SOLARA............$14,9902007 TOYOTO SOLARA............$14,990
Auto, CD, A/C, PW, PL #120686AAuto, CD, A/C, PW, PL #120686A .............. ..............
2010-11 TOYOTA COROLL2010-11 TOYOTA COROLLAA7 to choose from.  7 to choose from.  
Starting as low as Starting as low as  ................. .................$14,990$14,990

2007 BUICK LUCERNA CXL2007 BUICK LUCERNA CXL ..... .....$14,999$14,999
Auto, AC,  Loaded, Leather, Like New!#111146AAuto, AC,  Loaded, Leather, Like New!#111146A

2008 SCION XB2008 SCION XB.. ..................... .....................$14,999$14,999
Auto, AC,  Loaded, Low Miles #111294AAuto, AC,  Loaded, Low Miles #111294A

2007 FORD F 150 STX2007 FORD F 150 STX ........... ...........$14,999 $14,999 
Auto, CD,Great for Work, Exc. Condition #111244AAuto, CD,Great for Work, Exc. Condition #111244A

2005 TOYOTA PRIUS 2005 TOYOTA PRIUS  ............. .............$15,884$15,884
Auto, AC, CD, Loaded, Low Miles, 60mpg, #110979AAuto, AC, CD, Loaded, Low Miles, 60mpg, #110979A

2010 HONDA CIVIC LX2010 HONDA CIVIC LX ........... ...........$15,990$15,990
Auto, C/D, Very Clean, Full PwrAuto, C/D, Very Clean, Full Pwr  #120418A  #120418A  2010 2010 
2010 TOYOTA CAMRY LE........$17,9842010 TOYOTA CAMRY LE........$17,984
Auto, CD, Cruise, AC, Loaded, Great on Gas, Full Pwr, Auto, CD, Cruise, AC, Loaded, Great on Gas, Full Pwr, 
Like New, #120000aLike New, #120000a

2009 TOYOTA MATRIX 2009 TOYOTA MATRIX  ............ ............$17,990$17,990
Low Miles, Certifi ed Full Power, Sporty Low Miles, Certifi ed Full Power, Sporty   #120459A, #120459A, 
2007 CHRYSLER ASPEN LMTD 2007 CHRYSLER ASPEN LMTD   $18,990$18,990
  Auto, Loaded, Low Miles, Leather, Auto, Loaded, Low Miles, Leather,   #111337#111337
2007 TOYOTA AVALON2007 TOYOTA AVALON ............ ............$19,990$19,990
Auto, Loaded, Low Miles, Spotless!, 2 to choose Auto, Loaded, Low Miles, Spotless!, 2 to choose 
Starting @ $19,990Starting @ $19,990
2009 CADILLAC SRX 2009 CADILLAC SRX  ............... ...............$20,990$20,990
Auto, Loaded, Leather, Sunroof, #120600AAuto, Loaded, Leather, Sunroof, #120600A
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CENTERSTATE BANK LIFE’S A BREEZE® SWEEPSTAKES ABBREVIATED RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Void outside FL and 
where prohibited. Open to legal U.S. residents, 18 years of age and older, who hold a valid Florida driver’s license. Begins 12:00:00 AM 
ET on 1/2/12; ends 6:00:00 PM ET on 6/29/12. To enter, visit a CenterState Bank location and fill out an official entry form. Grand Prize: 
One (1) Grand Prize: a 2012 Ford® Mustang® Convertible, ARV: $36,900. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries 
received. Limit one (1) entry per person. For complete rules and eligibility requirements, visit www.centerstatebank.com. Sponsor/
Operator: CenterState Bank of Florida, N.A.

“THREE FREE” MAKE THE SWITCH INCENTIVE: Void outside FL and where prohibited. Open to legal U.S. residents, 18 years of age 
and older. Begins 12:00:00 AM ET on 1/2/12; ends 6:00:00 PM ET on 6/29/12. To receive “Make the Switch” incentives of free gift, free 
checking, and free debit card, visit a CenterState Bank or Valrico State Bank location and open a qualified account. Qualified account 
is a non-interest bearing account (annual percentage yield – 0%). $50 minimum balance required to obtain free gift, free checking, and 
free debit card. The “Three Free” incentive is not part of the “Life’s a Breeze Sweepstakes.”

Government-issued photo ID may be required and additional account approval requirements may be imposed; see full details at www.
centerstatebank.com Copyright © 2012 CenterState Bank. All rights reserved. Mustang® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor 
Corporation, which is not a sponsor of or affiliated with this sweepstakes. Photo courtesy of Ford Motor Corporation LLC. Used with 
permission, Ford Media Archives.

CenterStateBank.com

We Believe In You.

Breeze on over to WIN a Mustang!
Breeze on over for better banking.

Drop by your local CenterState Bank office
and enter our Life’s A Breeze Sweepstakes.

You could win a 2012 Mustang Convertible!

Enter our
Life’s A

Contest

Equal Housing Lender

THE

Get a free gift, free checking, free debit 
card and more. Call, click or visit and 

learn more about our “Three Free” Make The Switch offer!

Get Three FREE—
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OHS student 
scholar
OHS junior Sarah Helen Davis has 
been recognized as a 2012 Sunshine 
State Scholar. She represents the 
Okeechobee County School District 
as their top 11th grade student in the 
fi elds of Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math (STEM).
Sarah recently attended the Sunshine 
State Scholars program in Orlando. 
She was accompanied by OHS math-
ematics teacher Fran McKee.
Sarah’s favorite subjects in school are 
chemistry and math. She is consider-
ing a career in agricultural engineer-
ing.
Sarah is the daughter of Jim and Can-
dace Davis and the granddaughter of 
Ed and Diane Davis.Special to the Okeechobee News

All Purpose Cleaner
1/2 teaspoon sodium carbonate (soda 

ash)
Dab of liquid soap
2 cups hot water
Combine in a spray bottle; shake until 

all powder is dissolved.
Apply and wipe off residue with a rag 

or sponge.

Glass Cleaner
1 gallon water
1/2 cup white vinegar
1/2 teaspoon liquid dish detergent

Furniture Polish
1 cup vegetable or olive oil
1/2 cup lemon juice
Mix in spray bottle; shake well; apply 

small amount to a cloth.

Drain Cleaner
Pour 1/2 cup baking soda down the 

drain, followed by 1/2 cup

vinegar. Cover the drain and allow to sit 
for 15 minutes. Flush

with 2 quarts boiling water.

Mold Killer
2 teaspoons tea tree oil
2 cups water
Combine in spray bottle. Shake to blend. 

Spray on problem
areas. Do not rinse.

Microfi ber cloths
Cloths made of microfi ber completely 

remove dust, and when used alone or 
with a little water do not leave a chemical 
fi lm or streaks behind. You can clean and 
polish surfaces in one action, picking up 
more than 97 percent of the dust and other 
materials containing microbes, pollen and 
mold. Prolong the life of your microfi ber by 
rinsing in water or washing in regular soap. 
Do not use fabric softeners or powdered 
detergents, which reduce the effectiveness 
of the cloth.

Information courtesy www.dep.state.
fl .us/green.

Make your own green cleaners

Homecoming 
queen in 
competition

Taylor Renee’ Fulford, daughter of Randy and Chris-
tina Fulford of Okeechobee, has been selected as a fi -
nalist for Florida’s 32nd Annual Homecoming Queen 
selection to be held April 22, at the Sheraton Lake 
Buena Vista Resort in Orlando. She is the Okeechobee 
High School Homecoming Queen. The winner will re-
ceive a cash scholarship plus an all-expense paid trip 
to the National Finals. America’s Homecoming Queen, 
Inc., is a non-profi t organization promoting education, 
educational travel, and community service in all fi fty 
states. Taylor will also compete for Florida’s favorite 

homecoming queen. You can vote for her for Florida’s 
favorite homecoming queen at www.americashomecomingqueen.com.

Special to the Okeechobee News



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

In about six weeks, the chamber of com-
merce building, which has been a fi xture in 
the center of town for many years, should be 
open for business under new management.

The recently formed Chamber of Com-
merce of Okeechobee County leased the 
vacant building from the city effective April 
1. Terry Burroughs, an offi cial of the cham-
ber, said the goal for reopening the building 
is June 1. There is a dumpster outside the 
building and Mr. Burroughs said his organi-
zation is in the process of cleaning out the 
building in order to renovate it. The building, 

which has been vacant for many months 
since the Okeechobee County of Chamber 
of Commerce ceased to use it was left in a 
state of disarray. Mr. Burroughs said there 
were even dirty dishes left in the sink. Many 
of the records of the old chamber were still 
in the building and Mr. Burroughs’ organiza-
tion has been going through them. 

Mr. Burroughs’ chamber has been with-
out an executive director since the resigna-
tion of Brian Cartland last September. Origi-
nally the chamber had planned to hire a 
new executive director the fi rst of this year. 
Mr. Burroughs said his organization received 
over 90 applications, However, he said most 
of them were extremely overqualifi ed and 

many had no experience with a chamber of 
commerce or with economic development, 
which is the main emphasis of this chamber. 
Mr. Burroughs said his chamber will delay 
seeking a new executive director until after 
they get settled into the new building. Then 

they will start all over again in the selection 

process and tighten the requirements as far 

as education and experience.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

If one Okeechobee County Commission-
er has his way, there will soon be a traffi c 
light at a busy intersection.

At the last county commission meeting 
Commissioner Bryant Culpepper proposed 
that the Florida Department of Transporta-
tion (DOPT) put in a traffi c light at the inter-
section of S.R. 70 and N.E./S.E. 16th Avenue. 
He said that in a recent two hour period he 
saw three near misses there and he called 
the intersection one of Okeechobee’s most 
dangerous. He said that so far this year there 
were 30 accidents at that intersection.

The commissioner said that people com-
ing out of the service station on that block 
going east have a diffi cult time making a left 
turn. He also said that trucks going in and 

out of the metal recycling plant in Douglas 
Park cause more traffi c concern at the inter-
section. The situation is also complicated by 
traffi c coming over the nearby railroad over-
pass and by the recently opened restaurant 
a few blocks away.

Deputy county administrator Jim Three-
witts said the last DOT traffi c survey at that 
intersection was about two years ago. He 
remarked that DOT is not a big fan of traf-
fi c signals, preferring instead U turns. Mr. 
Threewitts said statistics show a U turn is 
safer than a traffi c signal.

However, Commissioner Culpepper 
wanted the county to request another traffi c 
survey next fall. 

Post your opinions in the Public Issues 
Forum at www.newszap.com. Reporter 
Pete Gawda can be reached at pgawda@
newszap.com.
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Protect the Health of Your Skin 
with Regular Exams by a

Dermatologist

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

772.778.7782

863.467.9555

www.TCDermatology.com

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m. 
Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

Okeechobee 
Livestock Market 

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee 
(863) 763-3127Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00

Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Fri., April 20TH - 
Thurs., April 26TH

For Info, Call 763-7202

III: “21 JUMP STREET”III: “21 JUMP STREET”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

II: “ACT OF VALOR”II: “ACT OF VALOR”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 R

R

I: “THREE STOOGES”“THREE STOOGES”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG-13
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Okeechobee Livestock Market Report
April 16 and 17
Monday sale at noon, 

Tuesday sale at 11 a.m.
No market reporter this 

week
Monday Tuesday

Calfs 470  845
Cows 117  397
Strs 3  1 4
Hfrs 0  1 5
Bulls 20  5 1

Yrlngs 21  5 9
MIX 0  0
Total 631  1381

Prices looked to be a little 
stronger this week. Cows 
& Bulls $1-$2 Higher. Light-
weight Calves $2-$3 Higher. 
Heavier Calves steady to $2 
Higher.

Fra-Mar Enterprises, 
Okeechobee, topped the calf 

market with a high of $3.05, 
bought by Foy Reynolds. Old 
River Cattle, Okeechobee, 
topped the cow market with 
a high of 93.00, bought by 
Central Beef & Dairymens 
Marketing.

We have some really 
good Angus Bulls on hand...
Call Us!

Todd

Chamber of Commerce building to reopen in June

Commissioner wants traffi c signal



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

11.5 +/- ACRES OF LIGHT

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY

With frontage on 
Hwy 441 North.

$249,000. 
Call Bryan Holden

(863) 634-5792

104 NW 7
th

Ave. 

Okeechobee

863-763-4010

or 

888-874-2945

ffxvÉÇw àÉ aÉÇx
Service
Integrity 

Experience

Lic. RE Broker

Auctioneer # AU2579.

century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave. • century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave. • Century21okeechobee.coCentury21okeechobee.comm

• 20+/-ACRES• 20+/-ACRES NW 72nd Ave. **Not buildable** Seller is open to offers. $40,000$40,000  MLS #205495 • • PENDING PENDING FORECLOSUREFORECLOSURE 
20+/-acres located in a rural area of NW Okeechobee County. Pasture land suitable for cattle/agriculture. **Not Buildable** $38,000$38,000 
MLS #205578 • 50.4+/-acres• 50.4+/-acres SR 710 MLS #204068 • Blue Heron • Blue Heron Lot S.E. 14t CT. $20,900$20,900 MLS #205527 • Basswood• Basswood Lot NW 33rd Ave 
$6,000$6,000 or better offer. MLS #205239

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553 • Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144 David Hazellief, 863-610-1553 • Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144 
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069 • Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069 • Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla Español

1001-H: Oak Tree Place1001-H: Oak Tree Place 
In town condominium 
conveniently close to 
everything. Porch just off 
the kitchen area. Seller 
very motivated to sell. 
Unit #10-G Make offer! 
$52,000$52,000 NOW $39,000  NOW $39,000 
MLS #203425

3006-H: Treasure Island3006-H: Treasure Island 
lake access home with 
front & back screen porch. 
Whether you’re looking 
for a weekend retreat or 
a place to call home, this 
one is it! $53,900$53,900 NOW  NOW 
$41,900$41,900 MLS #205626

5011-M: Four Seasons5011-M: Four Seasons 
2006, 2br/2ba MH on ½ 
acre. Great location for 
east coast commuters! 
Fenced yard with 4 sheds, 
wooden front porch. 
Motivated seller, make 
an offer! $78,000$78,000 NOW  NOW 
$65,000$65,000 MLS #204129

3003-H: King’s Bay3003-H: King’s Bay - 2 Bd 
2 bath, screened porch, 
concrete driveway. Easy 
to show. HOA includes 
pool, clubhouse, tennis 
court, and lawn. $54,000$54,000 
NOW $47,900NOW $47,900 MLS 
#205169

3004-H: King’s Bay3004-H: King’s Bay - 2 
Bedroom 2 bath, en-
closed back porch and 
screened front porch, 
garage, appliance stay. 
HOA. Easy to show. 
$54,000$54,000 NOW $47,900 NOW $47,900 
MLS #205168

4002-H: Buckhead Ridge4002-H: Buckhead Ridge 
Lake Access two story 3 
bd/2 ba. Upstairs & down-
stairs kitchen, lg storage 
bldg, hurricane shutters, 
seawall, RV Prkg. 2,560 
sq. ft. of living. Way too 
much to list! $399,000$399,000 
NOW $349,000NOW $349,000 MLS 
#204356

FORECLOSURE

REDUCED

REDUCED REDUCED

REDUCED

 

Over 100 Listings

    
QUAIL ACRES~2006 CBS Custom home, 4bd/2ba/2gar, 2243 
SF under air-3377 TLA.  10’ ceilings, arched doorways, great 
room, crown molding, split  oor plan.  Designer island kitchen, 
spacious master suite, custom walk in closet.  Privacy fence, 
water system, security cameras, alarm.  Half acre.  EXQUISITE 
in every detail!   $199,000

ALeap Insurance & Financial 
Service, Inc.

“Providing Solutions 
That Work”

• Index Universal Life
• Annuities
• Whole Life
• Term

Agent/Advisor: Jessie Vasquez, Sr.

Individuals and Business Owners

863-763-7114 • www.aleapinsurance.com
Ask how an IUL policy bene  ts retirement

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

BUYERS ONLY
REALTY CO.

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee, FL 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com
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April 21-28 is recognized as National 
Infant Immunization Week. It is an annual 
observance to highlight the importance of 
protecting infants from vaccine-preventable 
diseases and celebrate the achievements 
of immunization programs in promoting 
healthy communities. Since 1994, National 
Immunization Week has served as a call to 
action for parents, health departments, and 
healthcare providers to ensure that infants 
are fully immunized against 14 vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases.

National Infant Immunization Week pro-
vides a valuable opportunity for our commu-
nity to tell people the importance of vacci-
nating all children. Vaccination is one of the 
most important ways a parent can protect a 
child’s health.

Today, children can be protected from 
more vaccine-preventable diseases than 
ever before. Infant immunization is a safe, 
simple and inexpensive way to protect chil-
dren from potentially deadly infectious dis-
eases. Babies need many immunizations 
before two years of age to protect against 

serious childhood diseases like polio, mea-
sles, whooping cough and diphtheria. The 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) offers the 
following tips for parents and caregivers:

• Take babies to the health department, 
a family doctor or a clinic for their recom-
mended shots. Immunizations start at birth 
and continue throughout the fi rst two years 
of a child’s life.

• At each visit, discuss immunizations 
with a health care provider. Ask if the baby is 
up-to-date on shots.

• Keep the immunization record in a safe 
place and bring it to every doctor’s visit.

• Ask the doctor when to return for the 
baby’s next shots. Make an appointment, 
and write it down.

For more information about the impor-
tance of infant immunization, visit http://
www.cdc.gov/vaccines.

You may also visit the Department of 
Health website at www.immunizefl orida.
org.

April 21-28 is National 
Infant Immunization Week

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Taxpayers will soon realize a savings 
with the relocation of the local offi ce 
of a government agency. South Florida 
Water Management District’s (SFWMD) 
Okeechobee Service Center is moving 
from its downtown location on the second 
fl oor of the Bank of America building to a 
site across U.S. 98 from the county’s indus-
trial park.

Gary Ritter, director of the Okeechobee 
Service Center, confi rmed that the center 
would be moving into an offi ce building 
that was built and used by the bankrupt 
Royal Concrete Concepts. Mr. Ritter said 
the new lease arrangement would result 
in substantial savings to the taxpayers. 
He said SFWMD had been looking for a 

cheaper location and the Royal Concrete 
site met all the qualifi cations.

All of the SFWMD services now per-
formed by the Okeechobee Service Center 
will be moved to the new location. While 
no moving date has been established, Mr. 
Ritter said the current lease calls for SFW-
MD to vacate the Bank of America building 
by the end of this month. He said that once 
the move is completed and they are settled 
into their new quarters there would prob-
ably be an open house. 

Mr. Ritter said the new location would 
be more accessible with plenty of parking 
and all offi ce spaces would be on one lev-
el. Also, the building was built to withstand 
150 MPH winds. 

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda 

can be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Local water management 
offi ce to move to new location



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Services

Golf Cart Repairs, 
parts, carries Power-
tron and US batteries. 
Will buy unwanted and 
not working golf carts. 

Locally owned & 
Operated Call Dan at 

863-610-0479

Tiger Lawn 
Service

10 dollars and up, with 
free estimates.

Licensed and Insured.
Glades and Okeechobee

Counties
863-207-9037

“Let the Tiger do 
your Mowing”

Trustworthy Woman 
will clean your home, 
Babysit or take care of 

your loved one. 
Reasonable rates 

Call Barb 763-8188 or 
447-7466

Services

We pay cash for cars 
in ANY condition. 
No title needed. 
863-268-JUNK. 
(863)268-5865

www.268junk.com

Special Notice

RV Show at the Okee-
chobee KOA Resort. 
4276 HWY 441 S., 
OKEECHOBEE FLORIDA 
34974-6255 THE RE-
SORT IS LOCATED 2.5 
MILES SOUTH OF 
STATE ROUTE 70 ON 
HWY 441

Show is from April 25th 
Through April 28th 8am 
to 7pm Wednesday 
through Saturday. New 
and Used Motorhomes 
and Fifth Wheels

For more information call 
1-800-RV-Sales or visit 
on the web at 
w w w. a m e r i c a c h o i -
cerv.com

 (800)787-2537

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

Immediate Opening
Paralegal/ Legal 

Assistant
Must have: Experience 
in law offi ce, Excellent 

computer skills, 
Knowledge of legal 

procedure and 
People skills.

Salary Negotiable
Call 763-5733

Sunshine PayDay 
Loans

Full Time Offi ce Position 
Cash handling 

experience A plus
Fax Resumes to:
863-467-0927

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Employment
Full Time

LOCAL DRIVERS

(863) 763-5593
or apply online www.walpoleinc.com

Walpole, Inc. is looking for

EOE/DFWP

• Class A-CDL drivers
• 2 years T/T experience
• Clean MVR & PSP
• Paid weekly
• Excellent bene  ts package

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Join Fresenius Medical Care, the global leader
in dialysis, in our commitment to excellence
through UltraCare®. We currently have the
following opportunities available at our 
Port St. Lucie, FL facility. 

Biomedical Technician 
Qualifications include:

• High school/Vocational diploma or G.E.D.

• Technical training or AA degree in
Electronics or Biomedical

• Demonstrated leadership and training
abilities and ability to work a flexible
schedule

Initial and ongoing training available. We offer
a generous compensation and benefits
package that includes medical and dental,
401K match, profit sharing, short and long
term disability, tuition reimbursement, and 
a generous Paid Time Off program! 

To discover the difference between a job
and real job satisfaction, go to
http://fmsjobs.fmcna.com/port-saint-lucie.
EOE

a careerLIKE NO OTHER

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Your new car could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Your new car could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Employment
Full Time

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Employment
Medical

Immediate Openings:

• Pharmacy Tech: PRN
• Respiratory Therapist 
 (RRT): FT, PRN
• PCA: PRN
• Dietary Supervisor: FT
• Dietary Tech: PRN
• RNs: F/T, P/T, PRN
• Ultrasound Tech: F/T, PRN

We offer competitive wages We offer competitive wages 
& excellent bene  ts& excellent bene  ts

To complete an online 
application, please visit

www.raulersonhospital.com
or you may come to 
Human Resources, 
Raulerson Hospital, 

96 Hwy. 441 N, Okeechobee, FL

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Employment
Medical

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.
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Place Your Ad Online,
From the Comfort 

of Your Home

WHEN YOU WANT TO!
www.newszap.com
& click on classifieds

@ Your Convenience

@ Your Computer

@ Your Will

@ newszap.com
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� Superintendent Letter

� Calendar

� School Bus Schedule
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� School Listings
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Advertising Sponsor

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Community Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Merchant: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1
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Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Collectibles
WANTED - Highwaymen
Oil Paintings. H. Newton, 

A. Hair, R.A. McClen-
don, G. Buckner, 1715 
Fleet Treasure Coins. 

Big $$
Call 772-562-5567

Miscellaneous

Pool Table 
For Sale

With Ping Pong Top 
and all Accessories. 

$750.00
Call 863-801-3320

Pets/Supplies

puppies - terrier mix, 2 
males, 1 female. 6 wks 
$ 4 5 . 0 0 / f i r m . 
(863)801-9380

Yorkie Pup(Toy) - male 
8wks. shots, health 
cert. and Reg. papers. 
Must see! $500. cash 
863-610-2725. 

Wanted To Buy
CASH FOR  CARS - No 

Title Needed, Any Con-
dition. FREE TOWING. 
(863)484-2012

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm Equipment
Diesel injector pumps- 

John Deere, Komatsu, 
Case, Kubota, and oth-
ers, $300. Turbos: 
Cummins, John Deere, 
and more, $300. Call 
(863)381-0538.

Farm Feed/
Products

Alfalfa Hay for sale 
70lb. bales 

$16.00 a piece.
Coastal and Oat Hay 

Mix $8.00 a bale.
Call 863-634-7051

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com
BEAUTIFUL 2 Bedroom 

CBS, Large kitchen, 
new carpet, screen 
room, utility room. $700 
mo. includes water, 
lawn and garbage. 
Available May 1st.  
(863)467-2784

Condos/Townhouses
Rent
Taylor Creek Condo - 

2/1, On water, Pool, 
Dock. $750/mo + 1st & 
sec. Short term rates 
also available Call 
(863)634-8757

Houses - Rent
3br/1ba House, Clean, 

large fenced yard. 
$800/mo plus $600 sec.  
7482 NW 96th Court.
Dixie Ranch Acres
 Call 863-610-0001

OKEE 3/1  Updated 
Home, central a/c, 
wood fl ooring, Tiled 
Bathroom, w/d, Well 

Water. $725 mo. 
plus security 

Located by 15-B.   
Call 786-201-0306

OKEECHOBEE 4br, 2ba, 
tile throughout, $800 
mo. & up. 1st & sec. 
moves you in. 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

OKEECHOBEE -
3 BR, 2 BA, $850 mo.

1st & security to move in.
304-277-0427

FOR RENT: ONE & 
TWO BEDROOM 

FULLY FURNISHED 
DUPLEX OR MOBILE 

HOMES. EITHER 
IN KINGS BAY 
WITH HEATED 

SWIMMING POOL - 
TENNIS COURT - 

GARAGE AND 
WASHER AND DRY-

ER OR WATER 
FRONT ON RIM 

CANAL OR 
KISSIMMEE RIVER, 
AVAILABLE BY THE 
DAY-WEEK-MONTH 
OR YEARLY LEASE. 

RATES VARY BY 
LENGTH OF STAY. 

MOST MAJOR 
CREDIT CARDS 

EXCEPTED. 
CALL TODAY 

(863)467-4371

Rental Needed
Looking for a place to 
rent 2 bedroom, fenced 
yard, 5 to 15 minutes 

out of town 441 North, 
have 2 dogs. 

Call Cathy 863-610-2218

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

House For Sale
1br/1ba on Taylor 
Creek, with covered 

dock includes pontoon 
boat. $19,500.

Call 863-697-6022

Land - Sale
OKEECHOBEE 5 Acres  

Park your own trailer 
or build your home, 

$2,000 down, 
owner   fi nancing.
Priced $49,000.   

Call 863-763-6358

Lots - Sale

FOR SALE - RESIDEN-
TIAL BUILDING LOT 
CLOSE TO BLUE HER-
RON IN BRENT WOOD 
ESTATES. LOT SIZE IS 
0.65 ACRES HAS 
HOUSE PAD IN PLACE 
TO ACCOMADATE A 
3500 SQ. FT. HOME 
WATER DEPOSIT PAID 
READY TO BUILD ON. 
$45,000 OR O.B.O. 
CALL CARL @ 
863-634-8617

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Lots

Mobile Home 
Lot for Rent

Off North West 30th 
Street, close to 

Elementary School 
and Hwy 98.

Call for more info.
863-697-1168

Mobile Home
Rent

Mobile Home
Rent
KISSIMMEE RIVER  

Estates, 2 Bedroom,  
17503 Broadland Ln. 
Nice, clean home w/car 
port and 3 large sheds. 
$500 mo. + $400 sec. 
Lawn & Water mainte-
nance included. 
317-402-5441 or 
863-261-4138.

Lovely Completely 
Remodeled 3bd/2ba

Mobile Home in Country 
Setting. For more info

Call Stan 863-385-2613

SMALL TRAVEL trailer, 
all utilities included. 
$450/month. + $300 
security. On Rim Canal.  
Call 863-697-0214.

Mobile Home Sale

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

For Sale: Mobile Home 
in  a Adult Park (Pine 

Ride Park), 14x48, 2bd 
and 1 1/2 bath,includes 
stove,refrigerator and 
washer/dryer. $10,700
Call 239-246-5793 or 

863-357-2888

PALM HARBOR
2,500 Sq Ft Ranch House

4/2 Loaded, Porches, 
Decks, Financing 

available. Ask for John 
800-622-2832 ext 210

WAS $145K NOW 
$99,900

PALM HARBOR HOMES 
4/2 from $499 mo loaded 
3/2 from $399 mo loaded

Homes on Your Lot...
$0 Down

800-622-2832  ext 210

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 941-347-7171

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

NOTICE OF DRAFT PERMIT

   The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) gives notice of 
its preparation Larson Dairy Barn #5, to be issued to Larson Dairy, Inc. The 
proposed permit authorizes the operation management system n accordance 
with the approved Nutrient Management Plan, which also limits management 
practices. The permit will also provide coverage under the National Pollutant 
Discharge (NPDES), as delegated to the State by the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. The dairy is located Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34972. 
The Department has assigned permit application fi le number 
FLA139203-003-IW4A to the project.
   Any interested person may submit written comments on the draft permit of 
the Department or may submit a written request for a public meeting to 
Bradley Akers, FDEP Southeast District, 400 North Congress Avenue, Suite 
200, West Palm Beach, FL 33401, in accordance with rule 62-620.555 of the 
Florida Administrative Code. The comments or request for a public meeting 
must contain the information set forth below and must be received in the Of-
fi ce within 30 days of publication of this notice. Failure to submit comments 
or request a public meeting within this time period shall constitute a waiver 
of any right such person may have to submit comments or request a public 
meeting under Rule 62-620.555, Florida Administrative Code.

   The comments or request for a public meeting must contain the following 
information:
   (a) The commenter’s name, address, and telephone number, the appli-

cant’s name and address, the Department Permit File Number and the 
county in which the project is proposed;

   (b) A statement of how and when notice of the Department action or pro-
posed action was received;

   (c) A statement of the facts the Department should consider in making the 
fi nal decision;

   (d) A statement of which rules or statutes require reversal or modifi cation 
of the Department action or proposed action; and

   (e) If desired, a request that a public meeting be scheduled including a 
statement of the nature of the issues proposed to be raised at the meet-
ing. However, the Department may not always grant a request for a public 
meeting. Therefore, written comments should be submitted within 30 days 
of publication of this notice, even if a public meeting is requested.

   If a public meeting is scheduled the public comment period is extended 
until the close of the public meeting. If a public meeting is held any person 
may submit oral or written statements and data at the meeting on the De-
partment proposed action. As a result of signifi cant public comment the De-
partment fi nal action may be different from the position taken by it in this 
draft permit.
   The permit application fi le and supporting data are available for public in-
spection during normal business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except legal holidays, at the DEP Southeast District offi ce, 
400 North Congress Avenue, Suite 200, West Palm Beach, FL 33401, Tel. 
(561) 681.6600.
415346 ON 4/22/2012

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
PROJECT NO. 2012-18

Judicial Center IT Room 
HVAC Improvements

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed BIDS will be received by Okeechobee County Board of County Com-
missioners at the Okeechobee County Historic Courthouse, 304 NW 
2nd Street, Room 222, Okeechobee, FL   34972 until 2:00 p.m. on 
May 7, 2012.  Bids will be received at the second fl oor BOCC clerk’s offi ce, 
Room 222, and will be publicly opened in room 201 and read aloud.  Any 
BIDS received after the time specifi ed will not be accepted.

The BIDS shall be based on installation of new HVAC as per plans 
and specifi cations for the Okeechobee County Judicial Center IT 
Room HVAC Improvements Project. The project is funded by a fed-
eral grant, and federal and state requirements, such as Davis-Bacon 
Act and Buy American, will apply to the contract.

All materials furnished and all work performed shall be in accordance with 
the Drawings, Specifi cations and Contract Documents pertaining thereto, 
which may be examined at or obtained from

Okeechobee County Capital Improvement Offi ce
1700 NW 9th Avenue, Ste C

Okeechobee, FL  34972
863-763-0805

sselvey@co.okeechobee.fl .us

Any questions pertaining to the project specifi cations or scope of work will 
be addressed to the Okeechobee County Capital Improvements, 
863-763-5529 (fax) in writing no later than May 2, 2012, 5:00 pm. 

Each Contractor will be furnished with one (1) set of Plans and Specifi cations 
for a non-refundable deposit of Twenty Dollars ($20.00).  The Bidders de-
posit shall be a check made payable to GLE Associates, Inc.  No partial sets 
of Drawings and Specifi cations will be issued.  Bidders may pick up Plans and 
Specifi cations from the Okeechobee Capital Improvements offi ce or Docu-
ments can be obtained by express mail upon receipt of vendor’s check and 
express mail account number.

A pre-bid conference will be held at the Okeechobee County Historic 
Courthouse, Room 201 located at 304 NW 2nd Street, Okeechobee, 
FL  34972 on April 30, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.  Bidder’s attendance is 
mandatory.  BIDS RECEIVED FROM CONTRACTORS WHO DO NOT PAR-
TICIPATE IN THE PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE RETURNED UNOPENED.  

BID DOCUMENTS MUST BE OBTAINED DIRECTLY FROM GLE ASSOCIATES, 
INC. OR OKEECHBEE COUNTY TO BE ELIGIBLE TO BID.  

THERE WILL BE A ONE-TIME ONLY WALK-THRU OF THE SITE IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING THE PRE-BID CONFERENCE.

Each bid must be accompanied by an acceptable Bid Security in the form of 
a Bid Bond, or Certifi ed Check, made payable to “Okeechobee County Board 
of County Commissioners”, in the amount of not less than fi ve percent (5%) 
of the total Bid Amount.  The Bidder, if awarded the Contract and the bid 
amount is $100,000 or more, will execute and fi le acceptable performance 
and payment bonds equal to 100% of the contract price within ten (10) days 
after written notice of the award of contract. No bidder may withdraw their 
bid for a period of ninety (90) days after the date set for opening of bids.

Okeechobee County accepts no responsibility for any expense related to 
preparation or delivery of proposals.  The Owner reserves the right to reject 
any or all Bids accept Bids in any order or combination, accept or reject por-
tions of Bids, make modifi cations to the work after bidding, and waive any 
formality in the Bids if they deem it in their best interest to do so.  The Gen-
eral Contractor will provide additional information including, but not limited 
to, a list of similar projects constructed within the past fi ve (5) years, client 
references, or other fi nancial references deemed appropriate to Contract 
Award.

Bidders will confi ne their bids to the project in its entirety.  Partial bids will 
not be accepted. 

Each bidder will submit with this bid evidence that the bidder is licensed to 
perform the work and services or qualifi ed by examination to be so licensed.

If in the opinion of the bidder, inconsistencies appear to exist in the specifi -
cations, it is the bidder’s responsibility to seek clarifi cation from Okeechobee 
County Capital Improvements.  Additionally, it is incumbent upon all bidders 
to conduct a personal investigation as to requirements of the County.

The Board of County Commissioners has the right to accept or reject any or 
all bids.  Bids must be sealed and the outside of the envelope MUST be 
marked:  “BID - Judicial Center IT Room HVAC Improvements, 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY PROJECT NO. 2012-18”.  BIDDER MUST 
SUBMIT (1) ORIGINAL AND (2) COPIES OF THE BID.

Margaret G. Helton, Chair
Board of County Commissioners

Okeechobee County, FL

Sharon Robertson, Clerk of Court
Okeechobee County, FL

415450 ON 4/22/2012
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Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

READING A
NEWSPAPER...

leads you to the 
best products
and services.

Reading a newspaper
provides the opportunity

to get involved in
your community.

No wonder newspaper 
readers are more popular!

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.
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Freedom Outreach Ministry hosted the third tournament of their 
season on Sunday, April 15. It was our highest number of participants 
so far and four places were paid out along with big fi sh. Anglers and 
spectators were greeted with free drinks and hotdogs while waiting 
for the winners to be announced. Soaring out on top with 18.02 lbs. 
was Bob Owens and Fred George. Rafe Durrance and Wade Lightsey 
fi nished in second place with 16.06 lbs. Mike Jones and Justin Jones 
came in third with a bag weighing 15.06 lbs. Fourth place was tied 
at 13 lbs. with Steve Poland/Mark Hoover and Danny Marsocci/Blake 
Marsocci. Team Marsocci also took the honors for big fi sh at 5.12 
lbs.

Freedom Outreach hosts April tournament

Special to the Okeechobee News/Freedom Outreach Ministry)
Bob Owens and Fred George took fi rst place in the tourna-
ment with fi sh weighing 18.02 lbs. 

Rafe Durrance and Wade Lightsey took second place 
in the tournament with fi sh weighing 16.06 lbs.

Danny Marsocci and Blake Marsocci tied for 
fourth place with fi sh that weighed 13 lbs. plus 
the big fi sh at 5.12 lbs.

Mike Jones and Justin Jones took third place in 
the tournament with fi sh weighing 15.06 lbs.

Team Steve Poland-Mark Hoover had a fourth 
place tie in the tourney with fi sh weighing 13 lbs.

Offi cials needed for softball league
Okeechobee Parks & Recreation is seeking softball offi cials for the adult slowpitch 

softball league. Games are Monday-Friday between 7-10 p.m. and have started. Pay is set 

at $15 per game. Those with a current ISA, ASA, NSA (or equivalent) certifi cation shall 

receive an additional $5 per game. An ISA umpire certifi cation clinic will be offered prior 

to season. Please call 863-763-6950 for more information.
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(561) 747-1232

Improve your appearance, your 
confidence, and your self esteem.
Enhance your breast, flatten your

tummy or shed unwanted fat. Let us
help you look and feel your very best!

• Tummy Tuck
• Breast Augmentation 
• Breast Lift/Reduction
• Endoscopic Brow Lift
• Face Lift
• Nasal Surgery
• Eyelid Surgery
• Liposculpture
• Botox and Fillers
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Good things come to those who wait. It 
looks like we will have to wait a little longer 
for unveiling of the murals on the old bank 
building at the corner of Park Street and 
N.W. Fifth Avenue. That event, which was 
once advertised to take place during the Top 
of the Lake Art and Music Festival April 14 
and 15 in Flagler Park has been delayed.

However, from what Marie Culbreth says, 
the unveiling will be worth waiting for. Mrs. 
Culbreth and her husband, Gil, own the old 
building and are sponsors of the project. 

Artist Joseph Steiert of West Palm Beach 
is painting murals for the windows and 
doors of the building depicting scenes from 
when the building was in use. Mr. Steiert, 

who grew up in Okeechobee, is a graduate 
of Ringling College of Art and specializes in 
murals.

The artist had two of the murals on dis-
play in the park at the Top of the Lake Fes-
tival. Some of the murals are competed and 
have already been installed and are covered 
awaiting completion of the project. Mrs. Cul-
breth said that many of the uninstalled mu-
rals were for the upper windows. She said it 
would take a scaffolding and possibly block-
ing one lane of traffi c to install them. Murals 
will depict scenes in the bank and also in the 
adjoining stores as if one were looking into 
the windows and doors of the building in by-
gone days. Mrs. Culbreth said that all of the 
stores depicted were located in the building, 
however they were not all open at the same 
time. Murals will depict a pharmacy belong-
ing to life-long Okeechobee resident Jimmy 
Minehan’s father and a dress shop owned 
by Judge Bill Hendry’s grandmother as well 
as the D and D grocery store owned by the 
Davis family.

Mrs. Culbreth said that in a few weeks, 
when the murals are completed, she would 
like to have a dedication ceremony that 
included descendents of the people who 
owned the businesses depicted in the mu-
rals.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Old bank building mural project almost complete

Republican Party Offi ce 

announces hours
Need campaign signs? Need to register 

to vote? Need to change your Party affi li-

ation? Need information on your favorite 

Republican Candidates? The Republican 

Party offi ce at 401 NW 4th Street is open 

on Fridays from 10 a,m, to 5 p.m. and at 

most other times by appointment. Call 

863-532-9623 for any information. 

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
Two panels of the bank murals were on display during the Top of the Lake Art & 
Music Fest, held April 14 and 15 in Flagler Park.
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$13,000 OFF
3000 VEHICLES! ̂^

$5000 MORE
THAN YOUR
TRADE IS
WORTH! *

Jim Arrigo 
Owner & President

John Arrigo 
Vice President & 
General Manager

SPRING
OUR
S
!*!! $

3

R

$
UP
TO

TOLL
FREE:

STORE HOURS: 
5851 S US HIGHWAY 1, Ft. Pierce

JUST SOUTH OF MIDWAY ROAD

   1-855-374-5021
ARRIGOFTPIERCE.COM

OPEN ON 
SUNDAYS!

11AM - 6PM

NOW  OPEN!
Ft. Pierce

OVER 3000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

Ft. Pierce

FREE
MAINTENANCE
2YEARS

50 LENDERS & 
CREDIT SPECIALISTS 

READY TO MAKE YOUR
DEAL HAPPEN TODAY.

++

**

OUR GOAL IS

100%
CREDIT APPROVAL

+

WE’RE OUT TO BREAK ALL SALES RECORDS!
WE WILL BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE

BY $500 OR PAY YOU $1000*+

BRAND  NEW DODGE
CALIBER

$13,999
^

AS LOW AS

BRAND  NEW JEEP
PATRIOT

$13,999
^

AS LOW AS

BRAND  NEW RAM
1500
REG
CAB.

$14,999
^

AS LOW AS

BRAND  NEW RAM
2500
REG
CAB.

$21,999
^

AS LOW AS

BRAND  NEW JEEP
WRANGLER
SPORT

$19,999
^

AS LOW AS

BRAND  NEW CHRYSLER
200 TOURING

$14,999
^

AS LOW AS

BRAND  NEW CHRYSLERTOWN &
COUNTRY
TOURING

$22,999
^

AS LOW AS

BRAND  NEW DODGE
DURANGO

$23,999
^

AS LOW AS

ARRIGOFTPIERCE.COM
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