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Man convicted in 
stabbing won’t 
get new trial
            ... Page 17

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
The Florida Cracker Trail Association’s annual cross state ride came through Okeechobee last week. The trail ride is approxi-
mately 110 miles, from west coast to east coast. For more on the story, see page 11.

Florida Cracker Trail Association keeping history aliveFlorida Cracker Trail Association keeping history alive

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

For the second time an Okeechobee man 
convicted of molesting two young girls has 
won his argument with the 4th District Court 
of Appeals (DCA) and, because of his most re-
cent win, he will receive a new trial.

In their Feb. 15 ruling, the appeals court 
ruled that Timothy Lewis McLaughlin will get 
a new trial because of a screen that was put 
up by the state so the young victims would not 
have to see McLaughlin while they testifi ed.

McLaughlin, 44, was arrested in March of 
2008 on two counts of lewd and lascivious mo-
lestation victim under 12 years of age. He was 
convicted on both counts in April of 2010 then 
sentenced to life in prison on each count by 
Circuit Court Judge Robert Belanger.

However, those sen-
tences were later changed 
to 30 years on each charge 
after McLaughlin won his 
2011 appeal to the appellate 
court.

“The molestations took 
place from 2003 to 2008, so 
we had to go back to the ear-
liest date to sentence him,” 
explained Assistant State At-
torney Ashley Albright. “This 

put the incidents before the Jessica Lunsford 
Act, when the sentence was 30 years.”

Judge Belanger then resentenced McLaugh-
lin on Feb. 21, 2011.

The Jessica Lunsford Act, which was passed 
by the Florida Legislature in 2005, requires 

those convicted of certain sex crimes to be 
sentenced to a minimum of 25 years in prison. 
If released from prison, the Act also requires 
those people to be tracked by global position-
ing satellite (GPS) for the rest of their life.

Former Florida governor Jeb Bush signed 
the Act a little over a month after Jessica 
Lunsford’s body was found on March 19, 
2005.

McLaughlin’s latest appeal stated that plac-
ing the screen between him and the girls as 
they testifi ed, violated his Sixth Amendment 
right to confrontation. Defense attorney Stan-
ley Glenn, of the public defender’s offi ce, ob-
jected to the use of the screen at the time.

The victims’ mother and therapist both of-

Man convicted of molesting children gets new trial

Timothy 
McLaughlin

See McLAUGHLIN — Page 17

Teachers’ contract 
negotiations to resume

The Okeechobee County Edu-
cation Association (OCEA) and the 
Okeechobee County School Dis-
trict will go back to the negotiation 
table on Monday, Feb. 27, at 4 p.m. 
in the Okeechobee School Board 
meeting room of the School Board 
offi ce. 

The two sides stopped negotia-
tions on the 2011-2012 contract on 
Feb. 4 when the OCEA negotiator 
declared an impasse.

A spokesperson for OCEA said 
they received word Friday that ne-
gotiations will resume on Monday.



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 20102 Okeechobee News February 26, 2012



Weather forecast for Okeechobee 
County from the National Weather Service

Local Forecast
Sunday: A 20 per-

cent chance of rain. 
Mostly cloudy, with a 

high near 75. East northeast wind around 10 mph. 
Sunday night: A 40 percent chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with a 

low around 64. East wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Extended Forecest 
Monday: Scattered showers. Partly sunny, with a high near 83. East wind around 10 

mph. Chance of precipitation is 40 percent.
Monday night: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 65. 

East wind around 10 mph. 
Tuesday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Partly sunny, with a high near 81. East wind 

between 10 and 15 mph. 
Tuesday night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 65. East southeast wind between 5 

and 10 mph. 
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 85. Southeast wind between 5 and 10 mph. 
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Em
ory Walker Co., Inc.(863) 763-6742

Serving the Lake Area Since 1966 

A/C and Heating 
at it’s Best! 

License # 

CAC014022

CAC042747

CAC057219

208 SW 5th Ave

Okeechobee, FL

34974

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists
• Metal & Shingle Roofs 
• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338

Better Hearing Starts Today!

Call
(863) 467-5333

Hearing Care Centers

3545 Hwy 441 S • Okeechobee

SAVE AN
Additional 

$500 OFF
Pair of Anthem XT    
Hearing Aids

Exp.

3/5/12

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING

•Life Insurance
•Annuities
•Health Insurance
•IRA Rollover

Call or email for a
free quote!

Tom Walsh
250 S. Australian Ave
West Palm Beach, FL

twalsh2@metlife.com
561.207.2306
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Karyne Brass

Special deliveries
Okeechobee Senior Services would like to express thanks to the 4-H Club, 
County Counsel/Junior Leaguers, for providing their annual outreach pack-
ages for all current recipients of home-delivered meals. A glimpse into the 
goodie bags revealed a toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, 
mouthwash, lotion, soap, hand sanitizer, emery board, activity book, tissues, 
personal fan, granola bars and a few pieces of hard candy. All of our home-
delivered meal clients will surely be pleased with such thoughtful gifts. Coun-
ty Counsel/Junior Leaguers club members pictured are Emilie Lege and Ca-
rissa Tyson, who delivered the gift bags to Senior Services on Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, for distribution to our clients on the following day.

Okeechobee Forecast



Teachers’ contract
• Think about all sides of this. The school 

administration wants to weed out the lazy, 
the teachers that are not willing to keep up 
with technology, some have been teach-
ing so long they are just burned out. These 
teachers show up and go through the mo-
tions each day. We all can probably remem-
ber having a teacher like this. Tenure should 
be thrown out!

• There are schools in every county that 
are in the poorest part of their district. They 
have the most diffi cult kids to teach. These 
schools have it harder to get a good grade on 
fcat than the other schools in the same dis-
trict. If teachers evaluations are based upon 
fcat scores why would any teacher want to 
teach at these schools? Most jobs have some 
type of evaluations.  Would you want half of 
your evaluation depend on something that 
you had little control over. Way too much 
time is spent on getting the kids to pass the 
fcat test. Kids do not learn anything from 
FCAT, it should be thrown out!

• FCAT is the standard we should be 
teaching to, but not every subject is tested. 
I believe the only remaining FCAT exams 
at the high school level are the writing test 
and the English test which are on the way 
out the door for another assessment. Some 
of the maths and sciences have the end of 
course exams being phased in to place. At 
the moment, there is no standard assess-
ment for subjects in the social studies, arts, 
musics, computer/web design, auto me-
chanics, carpentry, heath sciences, physical 
education, foreign languages, drama, and all 
the myriad other classes and subject areas. 
This would mean that those teachers who 
aren’t teaching in FCAT/end of course test 
areas are being judged on the performance 
of other teachers. So that PE teacher has half 
of his evaluation based on material and test-
ing that he is not responsible for providing. 
It’s his job to teach his standards as set forth 
by the state and national standards.

Pay your own way
• There is a huge contingent of people 

who do not claim income when we all know 
you do have income coming in under the ra-
dar. Yet, you are the fi rst to say you are the 
99% and you want the 1% to “pay their fair 
share.” You really mean that THEY need to 
pay for YOU. Get real and get honest. If you 
don’t pay anything in then shut your mouth 
and your hand. There are programs for the 
TRULY NEEDY in this country but you have 
glommed on to the system and lied to get 
“free money” from those of us who do pay 
income taxes. Stop “poor-mouthing” and 
own up to it and pay your own way.

A great place for a picnic
Several weeks ago, someone had a fam-

ily park suggestion. We have driven through 
the area mentioned and agree it would 
make a fantastic place for picnics. The road 
is directly across from the high school just 
before the Ag building. It winds around the 
wooden jungle, pool and recreation fi elds. 
It would need cement slabs for tables and 
grills. The bathrooms are close as well as the 
activities - it just seems like the perfect spot. 
This would be much cheaper than starting 
from scratch at Taylor Creek.

Okee-Tantie
• If you’re running a campground and 

want to keep it self sustaining, the rates of 
campgrounds around you shouldn’t matter. 
Figure out how to bring in folks and have 
decent operators. I wouldn’t go down to the 
Keys and pay KOA’s rates. We stay at state 
parks at a lower rate. Go fi gure who’s com-
peting with whom? The county has paid 
thousands upon thousands and again thou-
sands of dollars for outside consultants to tell 
us what we need for recreation and now we 
are spending more for the same advice to be 
put on a shelf. When will the almighty and 
knowing staff fi gure out for themselves what 
needs to be done? This isn’t the bustling me-
tropolis of Palm Beach county it should be a 
simple fi x.

Father’s message on Facebook
• Regarding the father who shot his 

daughter’s laptop because she posted a 
rude message about her parents on Fa-
cebook, Personally, I could see me doing 
something like this ... however, I would have 
used a hammer—just as effective and a lot 
less noisy.

The blessings of 
Community Theatre
By Elder John T. Garner
More 2 Life Ministries

One of the many blessings that God has 
brought into my life since I moved to Okeecho-
bee is to be involved with the community the-
atre. I absolutely love working with the folks 
who are a part of this organization and espe-
cially Ron and Jackie Hayes. I appreciate the 
kind of dedication that has led Ron to oversee 
and direct the Okeechobee Community The-
atre for 33 years. He and Jackie work very hard 
to assure that the productions done here are 
of the highest quality and also family appropri-
ate. In a time when many of the community 
theatres in America are opting for tawdry and 
inappropriate it’s a blessing to know here in 
Okeechobee that will not be the case. 

The current production that is coming up 
in March (2-3, 9-10) is “The Diary of Anne 
Frank.” The play is taken directly from the diary 
that Anne Frank wrote while she was in hiding 
with her family during the German occupation 
of Holland in WWII. When I was asked to be in 
the play in January, I was honored because of 
what the play has to say about the strength of 
the human spirit overcoming oppression and 
injustice. To think that the Frank family, along 
with four other people, lived in a small annex 
at the top of Mr. Frank’s business for two years 
in an attempt to survive the ruthless, anti-Se-
mitic tyranny of the Nazis is hard to fathom. 
How could it have happened there in Germa-
ny? How could this civilized country in Europe 
have come to such a state that the wholesale 
killing of Jews, Slavs, and others was not only 
condoned but even encouraged? 

To better understand how it could hap-
pen, you have to know that in July of 1863 the 
Harper’s Ferry magazine, one the leading mag-
azines in the world at the time, declared Ger-
many to be the “most civilized country in the 
world.” This was based on many factors but 
primarily on the following three: education, af-
fl uence, and religion. In 1863, the schools of 
higher education in Germany were considered 
the greatest in the world. These schools, like so 
many here in America, were started with the 
idea of training men to be ministers for Christ. 
However, around 1840 the German universi-
ties had begun a controversial teaching of the 
Scriptures commonly referred to as “higher 
criticism.” This teaching, in effect, worked to 
tear down the infallibility of the Word of God; 
ascribing most of the miraculous as nothing 
more than myth and the very words of Christ 

as man-made propaganda to promote a fl edg-
ling church that was just coming into being. 

The writer of the Harper’s Ferry article
could not have known in 1863 the far reach-
ing effects of this teaching in Germany. By
the 1880s, this teaching had produced a na-
tion that had little or no regard for the Scrip-
tures. Men like Friedrich Nietzsche rose to
the forefront challenging the essential truth
of Christianity and the very existence of God
Himself. The Lutheran Church, that had been
the religious and moral mainstay of Germany,
was overwhelmed by this wave of Scriptural
distortion; causing the nation to drift morally
and spiritually. As the nation drifted, it moved
to economics and affl uence to mask the lack
of moral fi ber that had defi ned Germany
since the Reformation. The move to econom-
ics created an insatiable desire for more and
more luxury and self-indulgence; creating the
“bohemian movement” where there was no
right or wrong, only the pursuit of pleasure
mattered. The further the nation moved away
from God’s truth the more it opened itself up
to the lies of Satanic oppression and authori-
tarian dictatorship.

Is it any wonder then that by the fi rst half
of the 20th century, less than 90 years after it
was declared to be the most civilized country
in the world, Germany became responsible
for triggering two world wars and the mass
annihilation of so many human lives? What
happened in Germany demonstrates the sad
but very real truth of what can happen to good
people when God’s truth is suppressed and
exchanged for a lie as Paul talks about in the
fi rst chapter of Romans. I have heard it said
that what happened in Germany could never
happen here in America. Yes, it could. All it
would take is for this country to move away
from the teaching of God’s truth and accept
the lie that pleasure and things are all that’s
important. That kind of thinking will always be
ready to condone the removal of anything or
anyone that is perceived of getting in the way
of having it all. 

In 1889, Friedrich Nietzsche, the godless
philosopher of the “death of God,” went in-
sane and had to be institutionalized. Georges
Bataille, a personal friend of Nietzsche, made
the following statement, “Man incarnate must
also go mad.” His life and the history of Ger-
many from 1840 to 1945 is testimony to the
truth of Scripture that says we will always reap
what we sow. So, let us determine that we as
a nation and as individuals will sow righteous-
ness so that we may truly reap the blessings
of God.

Sunday, February 26, 20124 Okeechobee News OPINION

Public Forum/Speak Out Refl ections from the pulpit

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
USPS 406-160
Published 3 times a week: Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday by Independent Newspapers, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D • Okeechobee, FL 34974
Periodicals Postage Paid at Okeechobee, FL 34974
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to

Okeechobee News
Circulation Administration
PO Box 7011 • Dover, DE 19903

Staff
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
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• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 
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conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.
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• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!
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Megacon 2012: ‘Excelsior!’
As the 89-year-old writer entered the 

conference room, hundreds of waiting fans 
leaped to their feet for a loud and long stand-
ing ovation.

Stan Lee, who was born Stanley Lieber, 
told the fans that he never expected to be 
so famous as a comic book writer. When he 
fi rst started writing comics in 1941, he pub-
lished them under the “Stan Lee” moniker 
because he was saving his real name for the 
“Great American novel” he planned to write 
someday. Considering it the “bottom rung 
on the ladder of culture,” he never expected 
the characters he created such as Spider-
man, Ironman and the Fantastic Four to be 
so popular.

He is proud that so many young people 
who were drawn to the comic books devel-
oped a love of reading.

For more than an hour he answered 
questions ranging from the inspiration for 
his stories, to which movie cameo he liked 
the best and the origin of his trademark “Ex-
celsior!”

The informal question and answer ses-
sion with the witty and charming octogenar-
ian was just one of the highlights of the 2012 
Megacon at the Orange County Convention 
Center in Orlando Feb. 17-19. The annual 
convention draws about 40,000 attendees 
or more—roughly equivalent to the entire 
population of Okeechobee County (and 
including quite a few of folks actually from 
Okeechobee County.)

Megacon is one of the largest conventions 
in the United States for fans of comic books, 
science fi ction, fantasy, animae (a form of 
Japanese cartooning) and manga (a form of 
Japanese art). Guest speakers included writ-
ers, artists, fi lm makers, actors and costume 
makers. The convention draws all ages, from 
grandparents to toddlers. At the 2012 event, 
there were special activities for the youngest 
fans such as a Lego pit and a scavenger hunt 
accompanied by costumed superheroes.

Many couples showed up in matching 
costumes, such as the Orlando couple who 
came as characters from the movie “Alien.” 

Groups of friends wore matching costumes, 
each dressing as a different character from a 
favorite movie, comic book or video game. 
Parents who were fans of the “Harry Potter” 
books, brought their infant with a tiny light-
ning bolt drawn on his forehead.

For singles, there was a chance to fi nd 
romance with a speed dating session. The 
weekend also features premiers of indepen-
dent movies, previews of new video games, 
concerts, dance parties and costume con-
tests.

Then there’s vendor room—booths sell-
ing all kinds of comic books, other books, 
DVDs, art, jewelry, souvenirs, gaming items 
and costumes of all kinds. While about a 
third of the attendees come to the conven-
tion in their own handmade costumes, many 
are inspired to join in the fun and purchase 
costumes there.

Just seeing the costumes other fans wear 
has become a big draw at Megacon. It takes 
“people watching” to a new level. Those in 
costume are always happy to stop and pose 
for a photo—it’s part of the Megacon experi-
ence.

For those curious about Stan Lee’s an-
swers—he said he doesn’t know what his 
infl uences were. “I was just thinking I’ve got 
to get a great villain and I’ve got to give him 
something terrible to do,” he said. Then, just 
when it seemed impossible that the hero 
could possibly survive, he continued, he had 
to come up with a way for the hero to win. 
He said his villains were not based on real 
people. “I never knew anyone as evil as our 
villains.”

His favorite movie cameo? “You haven’t 
seen it yet,” he teased the crowed, promis-
ing for his best cameo ever in the “Avengers” 
movie, which will be in theaters in May.

And his trademark tagline “Excelsior”?
“I used to write columns,” he explained. 

In the days long before blogs were invented, 
the author wrote columns that would be 
published in magazines. He said he tried dif-
ferent tag lines to end his columns, but he 
saw them copied by other writers. He de-
cided to come up with a tag line that no one 
would copy. He chose Excelsior—which 
is on the offi cial seal for the State of New 
York.

He said he didn’t think anyone would 

copy it because they wouldn’t know what it 
means, plus it is diffi cult to spell.

Excelsior is an old English word, which 
means “onward and upward to greater 
glory,” he continued. “What could be better 
than that?”

Next year’s Megacon will be in March,

2013. Fans can keep up with the plans online

at www.megaconvention.com. For photos

from Megacon (including photos of some

Okeechobee residents) see the Okeechobee

News page on Facebook.

Black history/legacy/
treasures/tradition

First, I am a colored, Negro, African-
American, black woman!

A solute to BHM (Black History Month). 
So, I live this, every day. So, from the out-
house to the White House. What month is 
it? Black History Month! Lord have mercy! 
So, from slavery times to showtime, it is 
black month. Well, just recognize we are 
doctors, lawyers, nurses, educators, produc-
ers, sports heroes, authors, poets and play-
wrights.

In 1926, Carter G. Woodson founded Ne-
gro History Week which was later renamed 
Black History Month.

Also, just a short thank you to Okeecho-
bee Director/Staff. Student Volunteer Mariah, 
Sponsors/Guests who celebrated Black His-
tory Month with me.

At the Okeechobee Public Library last 

Saturday—Wow! Thanks for the celebrated, 

spirited support. What about the Newark, 

N.J. allowing the world to view and say 

goodbye to one of their favorite daughters, 

Mrs. Whitney Elizabeth Houston, the Home-

going, at New Hope Baptist Church, Piers 

Morgan of CNN stated, music icon!

Extraordinary, unbelievable, God, faith, 

church Tyler Perry, Oprah, Kevin Costner, Ali-

cia Keys, Stevie Wonder. They had Church! 

Ya’ll don’t hear me. So, Black History/My his-

tory, from Africa to America. What month is 

it? Black History Month!

Just look at us now. Legacy/treasures/tra-

dition keeping the vision/living the dream...

What about you?

Brenda Scott, 2012

Poet/playwright/author

Letter to the Editor

Special to the Okeechobee News
These zombies were promoting two books, “The Zombie Cause” and 
“The Immune” both by Doc Lucky Meisenheimer of Orlando. They were 
also fascinated by Okeechobee County’s unoffi cial designation as 
“the safest place in the United States in case of zombie apocalypse.

From the Editor ...

An error appeared in an article with the 
headline “County hires new parks & rec di-
rector” that was on page 1 of the Friday, Feb. 
24, issue of the Okeechobee News. The ar-
ticle stated that the motion to authorize staff 
to negotiate with attorneys to try to settle 

the litigation with American Well Drilling 
passed with a four to one vote. The motion 
did pass, however the vote was three to two 
with commissioners Ray Domer and Joey 
Hoover voting no. We apologize for any in-
convenience caused by this error.

Correction

Speckled Perch vendor applications available
Okeechobee Main Street is currently taking applications for the Annual Speckled 

Perch Festival, to be held in Flagler Park on March 10 and 11, and the Speckled Perch 

Parade on March 10 at 11 a.m. Applications for booth space or parade participants are 

available at the Main Street offi ce, 111 N.E. Second St., directly behind C.V.S., and can 

also be found on the Main Street website at www.mainstreetokeechobee.com. Main 

Street is gearing up for this very exciting event, to be held in conjunction with the Spring 

Rodeo. For further information, please contact Cindy Birdashaw at 863-357-6246.

Free tax preparation and e-fi ling help offered
AARP Taxaide volunteers will be available to provide free income tax preparation 

and e-fi ling through April 17, at the American Legion, 501 SE 2nd Street, on Mondays 

and Tuesdays from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. Those who need help with their tax forms must 

bring photo ID, Social Security cards for dependents, last year’s tax return and all 2011 

fi nancial statements. No appointment is necessary. First come, fi rst served. Doors open 

at 8:45 a.m. Please DO NOT call the American Legion. For more information, please call 

863-357-1694 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Ann L. Myles, age 74
OKEECHOBEE — Ann L. Myles, age 74, died 

Friday, Feb. 24, 2012 at the Hamrick Home fol-
lowing a courageous battle with cancer. Born in 
Miami on Dec. 27, 1937, to James A. and Erma 
L. Kinney, Ann and her husband Joe moved to 
Okeechobee in 1981. She was a member of 
Okeechobee Christian Church.

A licensed practical nurse, Ann worked inter-
mittently for Hospice of Okeechobee from 1983 
to 2005. She enjoyed shopping, working, and 
taking care of others.

Ann was preceded in death by her husband, 
Joseph P. Myles; and sons, Joseph W. Myles 
and Robert P. Myles. Survivors include daugh-
ters, Helen (Eugene) Myles Henning of Hialeah, 
Joann L Hawthorne of Okeechobee; grandsons, 
Brandon Henning of Savannah, Ga., David Haw-
thorne of Okeechobee; granddaughters, Monica 
Henning of Miami, and Vicki Hawthorne of 
Okeechobee.

Visitation will be held tomorrow, Monday, 
Feb. 27, 2012, from 10 a.m. until service time of 
12 p.m. at Buxton-Seawind Funeral Home.

In lieu of fl owers, the family requests dona-
tions in Ann’s memory be made to Hospice of 
Okeechobee, P.O. Box 1548, Okeechobee, Flori-
da 34973.

Friends may send online condolences to 
www.buxtonseawinds.com

Arrangements are under the care of Matthew 
and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Seawinds Funeral 
Home, 3833 SE 18th Terrace, Okeechobee, Fla.

Frances Andrews, 83
CLEWISTON — Frances Andrews, Juanita to 

her family and friends, went on to Glory on 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012 at the age of 83.

Juanita was born Frances Juanita Barton to 
William “Aussie” and 
Frances “Estelle” 
Barton on August 
13, 1928 in Pitts, Ga.  
She moved to Cle-
wiston, in the 1940’s, 
where she married 
her husband, Leslie 
“L.P.” Andrews.

Juanita was pre-
ceded in death by 
her mother and fa-
ther; her husband; 
and four children. She is survived by four chil-
dren, Andrew (Evelyn) Andrews of North Caroli-
na, Russell (Gloria) Andrews of Louisiana, 
Wanda Gail (David) Alderman of Okeechobee, 
and Sharon (Bill) Huggins of Lake City. She is 
also survived by 17 grandchildren, 19 great-
grandchildren, and one great-great-grandchild.

Visitation will be at 12 noon on Monday, Feb. 
27, 2012 in the Buxton Funeral Home Chapel, 
110 NE 5th Street, Okeechobee, Fla. Her home-
going celebration will follow at 1 p.m.; Pastors 
Eric Phillips and Doug Nickalson will be offi ciat-
ing. Interment will immediately follow at the 
Ridgelawn Cemetery in Clewiston, Fla. In lieu of 
fl owers memorial contributions may be made 
to the Everglades Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1953, 
Okeechobee, Florida 34973

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of the Buxton Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 110 NE 5th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972.  
On-line condolences may be made at 
www.buxtonfuneralhome.com.

Obituaries

6 Okeechobee News February 26, 2012

Search obituaries nationally at
http://www.legacy.com

Lodge holds 
Sunday breakfast

The Masonic Lodge at 107 N.W. Fifth St., 
will hold a breakfast on Sunday, Feb. 26, 
from 8 a.m.–11 a.m. Adults $6 and kids 12 
and under $3. Eggs, bacon, grits, pancakes, 
biscuits & gravy, etc. Carry outs are avail-
able. Public is welcome. The Lodge holds 
this breakfast on the 2nd and 4th Sunday 
of the month. Proceeds go to Okeechobee 
Youth Programs.

Cypress Eagles to 
host Fried Chicken Night

Cypress Hut Eagles will host Fried Chick-
en Night on Sunday, Feb. 26, from 1-5 p.m. 
Just $6 per plate with all proceeds to benefi t 
Community Charity Fund. The public is wel-
come.

Cypress Eagles to
host spaghetti dinner

The Cypress Hut Eagles, 4701 U.S. 441 
S.E., Okeechobee, will host “Spaghetti by 
Lorraine” on Tuesday, Feb. 28, from 5-7 
p.m. The public is welcome to join us for 
dinner. All proceeds will benefi t the Com-
munity Charity Fund.

Eagles North to 
host Bingo Night

Tuesday, Feb. 28, the North Eagles is 
holding Bingo from 1 p.m. until? Lots of Fun. 
9985 U.S. 441 North, Okeechobee.

Proceeds go to the F.O.E. 4137 commu-
nity benefi t fund.

Community Events
Red Cross offers 
disaster training

Community residents who want to learn 
more about how to help their neighbors in 
times of crisis are welcome to join the Amer-
ican Red Cross for an introductory class to 
explore how they can help fulfi ll the organi-
zation’s vital humanitarian mission in their 
community. The Okeechobee Red Cross of-
fi ce will host a Disaster Services Overview 
(DSO) on Monday, Feb. 27, from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. in the facility’s training room located 
at 323 N. Parrott Avenue. This training ori-
entation is open to all residents who wish 
to support Red Cross Disaster Relief efforts. 
There is no charge for Red Cross disaster 
training. For more information, please call 
the Okeechobee offi ce of the American Red 
Cross at 863-763-2488. For information on 
how to become a Red Cross Volunteer, go to 
www.redcross-pbc.org.

Shrine Club to
host spaghetti dinner

The Okeechobee Shrine Club, S.R. 78 W., 
members will host their Tuesday evening 
Feb. 28, spaghetti dinner from 4 until 7 p.m. 
A no-smoking atmosphere with music start-
ing at 5 until 8 p.m. Donation is just $6 per 
person. For information call the club at 863-
763-3378 or Mac Simpson at 863-484-0427 
or Kip Gardner at 863-610-6659. 

CCC meeting date set
The next meeting of the Community Col-

laborative Council, a part of the Shared Ser-
vices Network of Okeechobee, will be Tues-
day, Feb. 28, at 10 a.m., in the board room 
of the School Board Offi ce.

Dine with the Doctor
Raulerson Hospital’s February Dine with 

the Doctor event is planned for Tuesday, 
Feb. 28, in the cafeteria. Dinner will be 
served at 4:30 p.m., for $5 per person. The 
physician lecture is free and begins at 5 p.m. 
RSVP: 863-763-9228.

Guest speaker to 
talk on anti-tobacco 

The Tobacco Free Partnership of 
Okeechobee presents national speaker, Rick 
Bender, on Tuesday, Feb. 28, at noon in the 
The Pentecostals of Okeechobee Activity 
Center, 405 SW 10th Avenue, Okeechobee. 
“Man without a face” warns of cancer risk. 
Former professional baseball player Rick 
Bender speaks all across the United States 
about surviving oral cancer caused by chew-
ing tobacco. Join the partnership for this 
powerful presentation. Call Rosalind Brown 
at 863-462-5777 or 863-462-5724 for more 
information.

Eagles North to
host Bingo Night

Wednesday, Feb. 29, Yep it’s Leap Year 
Again, Eagles North will have Bingo start-
ing at 4:30 p.m. until?, 9985 U.S. 441 N., 
Okeechobee. Proceeds go to the F.O.E. com-
munity benefi t fund.

VFW Auxiliary 
hosts breakfast

The Buckhead Ridge VFW Ladies Auxil-
iary 9528 will have their monthly Wednes-
day night dinner on Feb. 29, starting at 5:30
p.m. For more information, please call Buck-
head Ridge VFW at 863-467-2882.

Worried about your memory?
Many people are worried about their 

memory as they grow older and wiser in 
years, but do not know what to do about 
their worries. The Alzheimer’s Association 
- Florida Gulf Coast Chapter will be at the 
Buckhead Ridge Community Center, 300282 
Hwy. 78 East, Buckhead Ridge, with their 
“Memory Mobile” from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Feb. 29. Learn about the
signs, symptoms and causes for memory 
loss. For more information, please call 863-
385-3444 or 863-763-2404.

Seacoast to host
benefi t bake sale

March 1 and 2, Seacoast National Bank 
will be hosting a bake sale to raise money 
for the March of Dimes. All proceeds will go 
to benefi t the March of Dimes.

SRT raising money
for Special Olympics

Area residents are being asked to Tip a 
Cop as members of the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Offi ce Special Response Team 
(SRT) will volunteer as celebrity waiters 
Thursday, March 1, to raise money for Spe-
cial Olympics. The deputies will be waiting 
on customers at the Golden Corral Restau-
rant, 700 S. Parrott Ave., from 5 until 8 p.m. 
Advanced tickets are available. For informa-
tion, call 863-763-3117.

OCA hosts BBQ 
and rummage sale

You do not want to miss this! Okeechobee 
Christian Academy will be hosting a rum-
mage sale from 8 a.m. to noon on March 
3, and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., smoked pork 
dinners can be purchased for $8 per plate. . 
All proceeds will benefi t Okeechobee Chris-
tian Academy. This event will take place on 
the school campus located at 701 South Par-
rott Ave. Advanced tickets can be purchased 
at the school offi ce or by calling 863-763-
3072. 

Style Studio presents 
LP Foundation Fundraiser

March 3, Good Spirits Banquet Room 
245 U.S. 441 S.E., LP Foundation is a non-
profi t organization Helping Extreme Youth 
Athletes and Families in need across the US. 
Pool Tournament- Food-50/50-Door Prizes-
Auction-Music Donations of clothing, non-
perishable food, toys and any type of athletic 
equipment is very much appreciated. Ven-
dors wanted, join us and have a great time! 
If you have any questions, call Sheryl Tanner 
863-634-9514.
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Protect the Health of Your Skin 
with Regular Exams by a

Dermatologist

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

772.778.7782

863.467.9555

www.TCDermatology.com

863-824-0655
fax: 863-824-0657 • e-Fax: 561-828-0717 • email: arubadoug2fl@aol.com

US Highway 441 South, Suite 3543 • Okeechobee

Douglas O. Scholten, CPA

Come Experience
AMERICA’S FASTEST REFUNDS
and Our 40+ Years Preparing 

Tax Returns

GRAND OPENING!

Send a 

frie
nd, 

get $50!
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Okeechobee’s Most Wanted Pregnancy Center offers free services

Free Pregnancy tests are available at the Pregnancy Center of Okeechobee. Offi ce 

located at 500 N.W. Sixth St. and you may call the offi ce at 863-467-8748. Free Parent-

ing Classes available for mothers (and fathers) to be or those already with babies on 

Tuesday nights at 6 p.m. Call the offi ce at 863-467-8748. Come fi nd out about the Baby 

Boutique!

The Okeechobee County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce investigated the following 
incidents last week:

ASSAULTS
• 11000 block of S.R. 70 E.
• 3600 block of S.R. 70 E.
• 3400 block of N.E. 168th St.
• 1700 block of U.S. 441 N.

BURGLARIES
• 4200 block of S.E. 25th Drive

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
• 2400 block of U.S. 441 S.E.
• 3000 block of S.E. 33rd Terrace

THEFTS
• 10000 block of N.W. Third Terrace 

(identity)
• 700 block of N.W. 36th St. (air condi-

tioner)
• 3500 block of S.E. 27th St. (purse, 

phone, cash)
• 1900 block of S.E. 40th Drive (checks)
• 5200 block of N.W. 30th St. (tent)
• 3100 block of U.S. 441 S. (golf club)
• 12000 block of S.R. 70 E.
• N.E. 128th Ave./Center St. (trailer)
• 9200 block of N.W. 240th St. (identity)

VANDALISM
• 100 block of U.S. 98 N.

Investigations

The following persons are on Okeecho-
bee’s Most Wanted list. There are active 
warrants for these per-
sons. The criteria for mak-
ing Okeechobee’s Most 
Wanted list is based on the 
severity of the crime in con-
junction with the age of the 
warrant.

• Johnny Lynn Bras-
well, 30, is a white male 
with brown hair and blue 
eyes. He is 5 feet, 10 inch-
es and weighs 175 lbs. He 
is wanted for violation of 
probation – Possession 
controlled substance with 
intent to distribute.

• Michael Allen, 27 is 
a white male with brown 
hair and brown eyes. He 
is 5 feet 7 inches tall and 
weighs 150 lbs. He is want-
ed for violation of probation 
on charges of possession 
of marijuana - less than 20 
grams, possession of drug paraphernalia. 
(He was previously listed on the Okeecho-
bee Most Wanted as “Michael Allen White.” 
This was an error.)

• Jennifer Lynn Herbst, age 35, is a 
white female with brown hair and hazel 

eyes. She is 5 feet 7 inches 
tall and weighs 135 lbs. She 
is wanted for violation of 
probation – Possession of 
controlled substance with 
intent to distribute.

• Frank David Berry 
III, 29, is a black male. He 
is 5’6”, and weighs 150 lbs. 
He has a tattoo of two palm 
trees on his left forearm 
and the word “FRANK” on 
his right arm. He is charged 
with possession of Canna-
bis W/Intent to Sell; pos-
session of cannabis over 20 
grams; cultivation of can-
nabis; possession of drug 
paraphernalia. His bond 
was set at $18,000. 

If you have any informa-
tion on the whereabouts of 
this man, you can call the 
Treasure Coast Crime Stop-

pers at 1-800-273-TIPS (8477). If you call, 
you have the option of remaining anony-
mous. You can also receive a reward if the 
information results in an arrest.

Johnny Lynn
Braswell

Michael
Allen

Jennifer Lynn
Herbst

Frank David
Berry III

Help available for seniors to help with electric bills
Okeechobee Senior Services is currently taking applications for the EHEAP grant. You 

must be sixty or over or have someone in the household sixty and over. This grant will 
pay for electric bills and space heaters. You must have a Final Notice. Call Sheila at 863-
462-5180 to fi nd out the documentation you will have to apply.
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Call a PRO ffessional
“Take Time For Yourself”

Licensed References

Residential Commercial

Cleaning & Errand Services
By Katrina

Phone
863-824-0882

Cell
863-484-2551

Lic # 1812

Lic # 1817

Vince & RaeAnn Stanavich 
Owner/Operator

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee

(863) 763-6696
(772) 335-3688

Licensed Dealer

AN AFFORDABLE WAY TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS!!!

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License
AL11944

203 SE 2nd St.
Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Stinnett,, Inc.
RReess iiddeenntt ii aa lll &&& CCoommmmeerrcc iiaa ll • Painting

• Walll Coverings
• Pressuree Cleaning

•• SanddBlasting

Serving Okeechobee Since 1969

Lic. #1406-01

• Painting
• Walll Coverings

• Pressuree Cleaning
•• SanddBlasting

Stinnett,, Inc.

(863)763-5251 (863)634-0614

JONES EQUIPMENT Est.
1989

4558 US Hwy 441 SE 
Okeechobee, Fl 34974

Cargo • Auto • Utility Trailers & Parts
1-888-683-7853 863-763-5342

New Fashions, Accessories,

Unique Gifts and

Jewelry

OPEN 
Mon - Thurs
10am to 6pm 

Friday :10am - 7pm
Sat: 9am-3pm

863.532.1077

Lic #1862
Lic #10355

Free Estimates 

Licensed and Insured

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Choice Automotive
Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service 

• Brakes • Window Motors • Tune Ups • Welding 

• Engine Mechanics 

Located Behind Rita’s
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave.
Okeechobee, FL

863-467-6633

& Custom Exhaust

Farm and Ranch
Insurance 

NO ACCOUNTS TOO SMALL

Rates from $600. Annually

863.357.1707

Tree Locators, Inc.

- Plants 
-Trees
- Natural Stone
- Decorative Gravel

- Manufactured Stone
- Design 
- Installation
- Full Garden Center

“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”

863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730 
treelocators@aol.com

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972 

24-Hour

Customer Service 

Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

Lori C. Berger 
Exclusive Agent 

Allstate Insurance
Company 
800 S. Parrott Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Phone 863-467-1265
Fax 863-467-1085
Cell 863-634-8437

100
% Grass Fed Beef

ORGANICALLY RAISED ~ LOCALLY RAISED BEEF

Whole, Sides & Quarters: Steaks and Ground Beef

Okeechobee, Florida 

All Natural 

863-634-3971

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone 

198 Hwy. 98 N. Okeechobee, Fl 34972

(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • Fax (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

$2495 PER CARTON!
Come in for a 

sample

We can match 

your smoke

863.288.8401
8840 Hwy 78 W. • Okeechobee

Runyon Taxi Service
You Call We Go

OPEN 24 HOURS

Cheaper Than a DUI
Veteran Owned & Operated

Owned by Billy Runyon
(863) 634-8720

909 So. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee

863
357-4INK

4465
• VIP Discounts

Tattoos & Piercings

Buy Here! Pay Here! 

Call Mitch  (863) 763-0330
cell 954-214-8877

mandmautobrokersinc.com

$500DownAs 
low as 

3565 Hwy 441 N., Okeechobee 

M&M Auto Brokers, Inc.

CASH FOR JUNK!!

We’ll work 
with you!

Easy Payment!

Privacy screens & bras

5th wheel skirts

Boat tops & covers

Repairs & modifications

The Canvas Shop, LLC
On-site service 

909 S. Parrott Ave. Ste B
Okeechobee, FL 34974

863.763.7500
Fax: 863-763-6754

Carl & Donna Gaiser

MAINTENANCE SPECIAL $75
HIGGINS GARAGE DOORS

(863) 634-2925
Tim Higgins Licensed & Ins.

• Garage Doors • Roll-Ups 
•Sales      • Installation     •Repairs 

• Lubricate
• Check Springs
• etc.

www.inkwell4ink.com

Place your 

business card

here!

Mechanic on Duty 
24 Hour 
Roadside 
Service 

10173 Hwy 441 North, Okeechobee 
PH: 863-824-0831 • Fax: 863-824-0833

Mon- Fri: 
8am to 5pm 
Sat: 8am to Noon
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By Clifford Starling
Soil Conservationist- USDA

Whether or not you operate a 10,000-acre 
farm or maintain a tenth of an acre lawn this 
topic is important to everyone.  Nutrient 

Management directly impacts the environ-
ment and the applicator’s wallet. Applying 
nutrients is essential for good plant growth, 
but over-applying nutrients can harm both 
plants and the environment. Rainfall or over-

irrigation can push excess nutrients through 
the soil profi le, which can ultimately pollute 
drinking water and/or lakes and streams.

The fi rst step in responsibly applying nu-
trients to soil is to determine the amount of 
nutrients needed by the plant or plants in 
question. The best and most effective way to 
determine this is to have a soil sample ana-
lyzed for its nutrient contents.  The basic re-
port will provide pH and lime recommenda-
tions along with Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and 
Potassium recommendations.  This report is 
suffi cient for typical Nutrient Management 
unless you are intensively using an area, in 
which case, you may need a micro-nutrient 
level report as well. Most reports provide a 
recommendation on nutrient application 
in either pounds per 1000 square feet or 
pounds per acre for each nutrient needed. 
The next step is to determine the fertilizer 
that best fi ts your needs, unless the quantity 
of the application would allow for you to 
have the material custom blended. 

In order to get a sample that represents 
the area in question, obtaining sub-samples 
from several areas in your fi eld or lawn may 
be necessary.  The more sub-samples you 
pull the more accurate the sample will rep-
resent the area.  Always avoid sub-sampling 
areas that do not represent the whole area, 
such as lower areas that may be dark, heavy, 
and rich in nutrients.  First obtain sub-sam-
ples; collect them in a clean plastic bucket, 
and then vigorously shake the bucket to 
mix its contents.  Use the mixture as your 
sample and then just send it to your soil lab 
of choice.

The three primary nutrients that are of 
concern are Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and 
Potassium.  Generally, Nitrogen promotes 

growth of foliage -the top portions of plants. 
Phosphorus helps develop stronger roots, as 
well as fl ower and fruit production, while 
Potassium builds durability and disease re-
sistance.  These nutrients are indicated on 
the fertilizer bag by numbers that represent 
the percentage of the nutrient in each pound 
of material, such as a 5-10-15. For example, 
5-10-15 indicates 5lbs of Nitrogen per 100 lbs 
of material.  The next two numbers refer to 
P2O5, which is the oxidized form of elemen-
tal Phosphorus and also the percentage per 
pound of material. Therefore, in the 5-10-15 
fertilizer there is 10 lbs of Phosphorus.  The 
same formula applies to Potassium (K), in 
that the fertilizer percentage refers to the 
oxidized form of K, which is K2O.  There is 
15 lbs of Potassium (K) per 100 lbs of ma-
terial in the 5-10-15 fertilizer material.  Just 
remember that the numbers on the fertilizer 
bag refer to the percentage of N-P-K in the 
fertilizer. 

Some key points to remember when fer-
tilizing lawns and gardens are: (1) use a slow 
release fertilizer if feasible and available; (2) 
mow often and leave clippings on the lawn 
as fertilizer; (3) be careful not to spread fer-
tilizer on sidewalks and/or driveways; (4) 
be sure to calibrate your spreader correctly; 
(5) use compost or manures/organic fertil-
izers at a conservative rate. Organic fertil-
izers, such as manures or compost, break 
down slowly and make nutrients available 
for longer periods.  Also, in fl ower beds and 
gardens, it’s been proven that plants do bet-
ter if fertilizer is applied next to the plants 
verses broadcasting the fertilizer over the 
entire area. This practice uses less fertilizer 
also, saving the savvy farmer or homeowner 
dollars in tough economic times.
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LIVE BLUEGRASS MUSIC
Keith Bass & the Florida Bluegrass Express 

will be performing live Saturday, March 3, 
2012 @ 5:30 pm at the Okeechobee KOA.  
This will be their last performance at the KOA 
for this season. Cost is $10 per person at the 
door 12 years old 
and younger free 
with a paid ticket. 
Concessions will be 
available and there 
is plenty of seating. 
For additional infor-
mation contact Dar-
lene Bass at 
863-634-5815 or 
Keith Bass at 
863-781-2376

Okeechobee 
Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.
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Maintaining healthy plants and bank accounts

Okeechobee County Cattlemen’s Association is offering ticket sales fundraising op-
portunity for local clubs. For more information please contact Heather Hancock @ 
CenterState Bank 863-763-5573. Okeechobee County Cattlemen’s Annual Spring Rodeo, 
March 10 and 11 at 2 p.m., Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center.

Fundraising opportunity offered by Cattlemen’s Assoc.

Livestock Market Report
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John Arrigo
Vice President &
General Manager

ARRIGO PALM BEACH
6500 Okeechobee Blvd.,

West Palm Beach
Corner of Okeechobee Blvd. & Turnpike

1-888-701-2266
www.ArrigoPalmBeach.com

ARRIGO FT. PIERCE
5851 S US #1,

Ft. Pierce
Just South of Midway Road

1-855-374-5019
www.ArrigoFtPierce.com

ARRIGO SAWGRASS
5901 Madison Ave.

Tamarac
Corner of Commercial Blvd & Sawgrass Exwy

1-855-374-5020
www.ArrigoSawgrass.com

3 GIGANTIC
LOCATIONS! 
ALL VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED OFFERS. OFFERS EXPIRE DATE OF PUBLICATION. DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS OR OMISSIONS. VEHICLE ART FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY, OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT OR VARYING MODEL MAY BE SHOWN.
OFFERS NOT IN CONJUNCTION, RESTRICTIONS APPLY, SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. PREVIOUS SALES EXCLUDED. CUSTOMER MUST HAVE 750 OR BETTER BEACON SCORE. CUSTOMER MUST QUALIFY FOR ALL REBATES & INCENTIVES. DEALER RETAINS ALL REBATES & INCENTIVES. ^PRICES PLUS TAX TAG TITLE DEALER 
INSTALLED OPTIONS & $599.95 DEALER FEE. ALL FACTORY, ALLY BANK & ARRIGO DISCOUNTS, REBATES & INCENTIVES APPLIED INCLUDING OWNER LOYALTY, CONQUEST/ LEASE LOYALTY, & MILITARY REBATES, EXCLUSIVE ONLINE CHRYSLER REBATES AND OFFERS, NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL QUALIFY. ^^ ON SELECT MODELS, OFF DEALER 
LIST PRICE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER, SEE DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS. *+WE WILL BEAT ANY LOCAL, VALID, PRINTED ADVERTISEMENT FROM ANOTHER AUTHORIZED DODGE CHRYSLER OR JEEP DEALER WITHIN THE SE BUSINESS CENTER ZONE ON ANY NEW, IDENTICALLY EQUIPPED IN STK VEHICLE BY $500. CUSTOMER 

MUST PRESENT COMPETITORS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE & SUPPLY ACCURATE VIN NUMBER. COMPETITORS AD MUST BE DATED SAME DAY AS THE CUSTOMERS PURCHASE. EXCLUDES TAX, TAG, TITLE, DEALER INSTALLED OPTIONS & $599.95 DEALER FEE. IF WE BEAT THE COMPETITORS PRICE, YOU MUST BUY THE VEHICLE FROM 
ARRIGO. IF WE FAIL TO BEAT THE COMPETITORS PRICE, WE WILL PAY YOU $1000. DEALER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO PURCHASE THE VEHICLE FROM OTHER DEALER. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY, SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. 

Fort PierceFort Pierce

BIGGEST

IT’S
GIGANTIC!

John Arrigo
Vice President &
General Manager

Jim Arrigo
Owner & President

UP TO

^^

OVER 600 TRUCKS IN STOCK!

AS LOW AS AS LOW AS AS LOW AS AS LOW AS

AS LOW AS AS LOW AS AS LOW AS AS LOW AS

$13,999^

BRAND NEW 2012 DODGE

CALIBER

$19,999^

BRAND NEW 2012 CHRYSLER

300 SEDAN

$15,999^

BRAND NEW 2012 JEEP

LIBERTY

$14,999^

BRAND NEW 2012 RAM

1500 REG CAB 4X250
TO CHOOSE

$21,999^

BRAND NEW 2012 DODGE

DURANGO
200

TO CHOOSE

$21,999^

BRAND NEW 2012 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
150

TO CHOOSE

$19,999^

BRAND NEW 2012 JEEP

WRANGLER
200

TO CHOOSE

50
TO CHOOSE

200
TO CHOOSE

$19,999^

BRAND NEW 2012 RAM

2500 REG CAB 4X2

EXTENDED THRU FEBRUARY 29
TH!

Toll 
Free

Toll 
Free

Toll 
Free
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By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

The 179 riders on this year’s Florida 
Cracker Trail Association (FCTA) ride ranged 
in age from six to 82. Some came from out-
of-state. Others were riding familiar territory. 
They all share a love of horses, fellowship 
and history.

The FCTA 25th annual ride across the 
state travelled through Okeechobee County 
Thursday and Friday. 

About a dozen children were among the 
riders. Six-year-old Jared Harrison earned 
a reputation for wanting to race his pony 
against all takers. At age 11, Isabella Parker 
from Englewood, Fla., was an old hand on 
the trail ride. The 2012 ride was her fourth 
journey on horseback across the state.

The oldest rider, C.B. Knight, 82, of Madi-
son, Fla. had made the ride twice before. 
This year his two grandsons, Jeremy and Ja-
son, accompanied him. “He’s been after us 
for years to go, so we fi gured we’d better,” 
said Jeremy.

Some of the participants chose to ride in 
wagons instead of astride their mounts. John 
Sandora and Alan Schukman from Crystal 
River, Fla. drove a rescued draft horse named 
Maddie. Maddie was slated for shipment to 
a slaughterhouse before she was saved by 
Florida Draft Horse Rescue.

Jane Vandeneynde came from Ohio with 
her mule for the ride. Her love of mules 
started with a surprise. “I bought a mare 
who wasn’t supposed to be bred,” she ex-
plained. “Four months later, I had a mule on 

the ground. I was hooked.”
Beth Scrimger and her brother Mark 

Schrader came from Maine to ride. They 
rented Florida horses for the event.

Trail Boss Jennifer Osterline from Mana-
tee County has been with FCTA for 18 years. 
She said about a month after the annual 
event, the club will host an “after ride” to get 
together and talk about plans for next year. 
She said they will also have another ride 
three or four months later, just to get togeth-
er and camp out and go horseback riding.

The FCTA is a non-profi t organization 
of volunteers dedicated to the mission 
of “Keeping History Alive” by education 
through demonstration of the old Florida 
Cracker pioneer ways of agriculture, ani-
mal husbandry, respect for the land as well 
as the hardships and joys of the life on the 
Florida frontier. The annual ride emphasizes 
the introduction of horses and cattle by the 
Spanish explorers and the birth and continu-
ance of the cattle and horse industries.

The annual cross-state ride is held the last 
full week of February. Membership in the 
FCTA is mandatory. The ride begins at a site 
just east of Bradenton, Fla. and ends in Fort 
Pierce, Fla. It follows the path many Cracker 
Cow Hunters would take on their journey 
home after driving cattle to a shipping port.

The week-long ride is approximately 110 
miles long, riding an average of 15 miles 
each day, sometimes more, sometimes less. 
Riders may ride as many days as they wish, 
or may elect to ride in the mornings only. It 
is quite the challenge to ride each day with 

the culmination of a parade through the his-
toric section of the town of Fort Pierce on 
Saturday.

For more photos of the Florida Cracker 
Trail Ride online, see the Okeechobee News 
page on Facebook.
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$77
Limited Time Offer

with your new FREE Checking 
account or On-The-Go 

Mobile Banking account1 

Direct Deposit required.

www.midfl orida.com

Federally insured by NCUA.

It
pays

to
bank
with

OKEECHOBEE   3261 U.S. Hwy. 441 S.

(866) 913-3733
Habla Español  (877) 834-6376

No tricks, no angles, no hidden 

fees – just a checking account 

that offers you everything 

you need – FOR FREE!

•   No minimum balance requirement

•   Free Debit Card

•   Free Debit Card Rewards

•   Free eStatement and more!

Free 
Checking

Mobile Banking
On-The-Go

PLUS! Get a free 
photo debit card 
with your new 
checking account.3

A $5 minimum savings account is required for membership with 

 MIDFLORIDA. Credit approval required.  1. Off er valid as of December 1, 2011 and may 

be cancelled without notice. To qualify for the $77 cash incentive, you must open a checking account of any type 

except Freedom Banking. Opening deposit requirements vary by checking account type. Anyone who has held a checking account with 

MIDFLORIDA in the past will not qualify for the $77 incentive. To get $77 incentive you must sign up for direct deposit (minimum $500) which must post to account within 

30 days of account opening for all accounts except RT4T.  RT4T accounts will require fi ve transactions (deposits/withdrawals, etc.) within 30 days to qualify for incentive.  

$77 will be deposited to account once you have met the account requirement.  2. For the account to qualify as On-The-Go Mobile Banking, you must  accept and open 

 online banking, eStatement, eNotice and a debit card and requires mobile banking access using an iPhone or Android phone. To receive the $2 per month incentive, you 

must complete at least 10 debit card purchase transactions. ATM transactions will not apply.  3. Free photo debit card not available with new Freedom Banking accounts.

•  No minimum opening deposit

•  Free Photo Debit Card

•  Free Mobile Banking 

•  Free eStatement

•  Minimum 10 debit card 
transactions to earn $2

An account geared for those who 
live with nothing but a few cards in their 

pocket and a smartphone within reach at all times.  

         iPhone or Android 
smartphone required.

•   Free Online Banking 
with Online Bill Payment

$2We’ll 
pay YOU 

each 
month.2
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‘Keeping History Alive’: Riders hit the Florida Cracker Trail

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
C.B. Knight, 82, (center) rode on the Florida Cracker Trail Association’s annual 
cross state ride with his grandsons, Jeremy and Jason.
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PRICE OF VEHICLES EXCLUDES TAX,TAG, REGISTRATION ANDTITLE. DEALER DOES NOT CHARGE DEALER FEES! 0% FINANCING FROMTOYOTA FINANCIAL BASED ON APPROVED CREDIT. ALL CUSTOMER CASH OFFERS MAY BE COMBINED WITH QUALIFIED APR APPROVAL. SEE DEALER 
FOR DETAILS. *WITH APPROVED CREDIT. PLUS TAX, 12K MPY, AND $1,695 INCEPTIONS. INCLUDES ALL FACTORY REBATES AND INCENTIVES. OFFERS WITH APPROVED CREDIT. OFFER VALID THRU DAY OF PUBLICATION. PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSE ONLY. ADVERTISER NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

2007 KIA SPECTRA EX ..... $8,990
Auto, P/W, Cruise, A/C, P/L, Low miles 
#111321A
2007 TOYOTA YARIS .......... $9,990
Auto, P/W, A/C, P/L, Great on gas! 
#511060A
2005 TOYOTA PRIUS ....... $10,990
Loaded, Great on gas! Awesome value 
#111234A
2006 TOYOTA CAMRY ..... $11,990
Auto, A/C, Loaded, Low miles, Very clean 

#120317A
2008 SCION TC ............... $11,990
Auto, C/D, Loaded, Leather, Sunroof 
#111202A
2010 TOYOTA YARIS ........ $12,990
Auto, A/C, C/D, Loaded, Great on gas! 
#111269A
05-10 TOYOTA RAV-4 ..CALL FOR PRICE
Auto, A/C, C/D, Cruise, Loaded, 4 to choose
2011 TOYOTA PRIUS....CALL FOR PRICE
Auto, A/C, Loaded, 3 to choose, Great on 

gas! Very clean
2005 NISSAN TITAN SE .. $14,990
Auto, Loaded, Low miles, Crew cab, V8, 
Super clean #120323A
2010-11 TOYOTA COROLLA .........  
..........Starting as low as $14,990
7 to choose from. 
2008 MAZDA TRIBUTE .... $14,990
Auto, C/D, A/C, Loaded, Low miles, Extra 
clean #120128B 
2005 TOYOTA PRIUS ....... $15,884
Auto, A/C, C/D, Loaded, Low miles, 60mpg 

#110979A
2007 TOYOTA CAMRY HYB. .........$15,990
Auto, C/D, Cruise, A/C, Full power, Great on 
gas! #111197A
2011 SCION XB .............. $17,490
Auto, C/D, A/C, Full power, Like new 
#120361A
2010 TOYOTA CAMRY LE $17,984
Auto, C/D, Cruise, A/C, Loaded, Great on 
gas, Full power, Like new #120000A
2008 HONDA ACCORD EXL ....$18,499
Auto, Loaded, Low miles, Sunroof #111282A

2007 TOYOTA RAV 4 Limited ...$18,978
Auto, A/C, Loaded, Low miles, AWD
2010 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 S ....$18,990
Auto, Loaded, Leather, Sunroof, Sporty! Must 
see! #P0085B
2008 JEEP WRANGLER X $21,953
Auto, Loaded, Low miles, Only 22k miles, 
Fun fun fun!!! #120301A
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER ..$22,990
Auto, A/C, C/D, Loaded, Very clean, Like 
new #512045A

NONO
DEALER FEE!DEALER FEE!

$1,000$1,000
PRICEPRICE

GUARANTEE!GUARANTEE!

3 DAY3 DAY 
EXCHANGEEXCHANGE

POLICY!POLICY!

LIFETIMELIFETIME 

POWERTRAINPOWERTRAIN
WARRANTY!WARRANTY!

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 
DOUBLE CAB SR5 5.7LDOUBLE CAB SR5 5.7L

0% for up tofor up to 60 60 mosmos
-OR--OR-

Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*
$309/mo formo for 39 39 monthsmonths

2012 TOYOTA TACOMA2012 TOYOTA TACOMA 
DOUBLE CAB SR5DOUBLE CAB SR5

0% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 480% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 48 
months • 2.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 2.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*

$279/mo formo for 39 39 monthsmonths

2012 TOYOTA2012 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LESIENNA LE

0% for 36 mos • .9% for 480% for 36 mos • .9% for 48 
months • 1.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 1.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*

$319/mo formo for 39 months months

2012 TOYOTA2012 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER 4CYLHIGHLANDER 4CYL

0% for 36 mos • .9% for 480% for 36 mos • .9% for 48 
months • 1.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 1.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*

$269/mo formo for 39 months months

2012TOYOTA RAV4 4CYL2012 TOYOTA RAV4 4CYL

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*

$239/mo formo for 39 39 monthsmonths

2012 TOYOTA2012 TOYOTA 
COROLLA LECOROLLA LE

0% for 36 mos • .9% for 480% for 36 mos • .9% for 48 
months • 1.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 1.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*

$169/mo formo for 39 39 monthsmonths

2012 TOYOTA CAMRY2012 TOYOTA CAMRY 
SE

0% for 36 and 48 months0% for 36 and 48 months
1.9% for 63 months1.9% for 63 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*

$199/mo formo for 39 39 monthsmonths

2012 TOYOTA PRIUS II2012 TOYOTA PRIUS II

0% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 480% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 48 
months • 2.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 2.9% for 60 months

-OR--OR-
Lease for $1,999 Down*Lease for $1,999 Down*

$239/mo formo for 39 39 monthsmonths

0% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 480% for 36 mos • 1.9% for 48 
months • 2.9% for 60 monthsmonths • 2.9% for 60 months
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Congressman Tom Rooney congratulated 
members of the Okeechobee High School 
Marching Band Thursday.

He nominated them to perform in the 
National Memorial Day Parade in Washing-
ton, DC this year and the nomination was 
approved.

Fund raisers, hard work and determina-
tion from band members, their parents and 
the community have allowed the band the 
fi nances needed to make the trip a reality.

Rooney said he was proud to nominate 
the band and noted Okeechobee will be 
right in the middle of his new congressional 
district 17 next year.

“Every year we can nominate one band 
from the district. They must have a big 
enough size band, and Okeechobee quali-
fi ed. We contacted the high school and they 
seemed very interested and so we were able 
to nominate them,” he said.

Rooney said he expects the band mem-
bers will really enjoy their trip to DC, “May is 
a beautiful time up in Washington because 
it’s not too hot. We get to see all the sites and 
I’ll hopefully get to show them around when 
they get there.”

He explained to the kids about his history 
as a legislator and his time spent as an active 
duty member of the United State Army. He 
was also an instructor at West Point.

OHS Band Director Clint LaFlam said it 
was an honor and a thrill to host the Con-

gressman at the high school Thursday. He 
said a lot of the kids were excited to see 
him.

“It was nice of the Congressman to come 
and speak to the kids to let them know they 
are representing his district, the state and 

Okeechobee,” he added.
LaFlam said the band will start parade 

practices soon and will play an arrangement 
called “Patriotic Spectacular” that was ar-
ranged by Steve Barrett, Band Director for 
the University of Mississippi.

Congressman Rooney visits with OHS marching band
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Matinee Bingo
$ $

Free Bingo Fridays

Sit & Go Slot Tournaments
FRIDAYS 

AND ALSO RECEIVE OFFERS**
CATCH A FREE RIDE!

THE BUS PICKS UP AT:

**Offers cannot be combined with new member offers. Must be 18 
years old to play Bingo. See Bingo Hall for complete details . Limited 
Space Available. We reserve the right to cancel at any time. Arrival 
and departure times are estimated and subject to change based 
on travel conditions. See Player’s Club for complete details. Must 
be at least 21 years old and a Seminole Player’s Club member to 
participate. Management reserves all rights. Person who have been 
trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who 
have opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you 
or someone you know has a 
gambling problem, please call 
1.888.ADMIT.IT.

17735 Reservation Road
Okeechobee, FL 34974

BRIGHTON 
SEMINOLE 

CASINO

NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED, FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE.
ADDITIONAL STOPS AVAILABLE IN OTHER AREAS, CALL 1.800.360.9875 EXT 5655 FOR MORE INFO.

TUESDAYS/FRIDAYS

HAMPTON INN
1200 STATE RD. 70

Casino Departure 5:30pm

WEDNESDAYS/THURSDAYS

HAMPTON INN
1200 STATE RD. 70

Casino Departure 7:30pm

FREE* SENIOR LUNCH 
TUESDAYS, 10:30AM – NOON 

 *55+ and must be a Player’s Club member. Items subject to change, 
available while supplies last. 

Like us 
on Facebook

NEW NON-SMOKING SLOT AREA!

*All invoices must be paid in full to be eligible, promotion applies to residential customers only. Valid
December 1, 2011 ~ November 30, 2012

*Winners will be announced in the Okeechobee News. Call for additional details.

LOS COCOS
HAPPY 25TH ANNIVERSARY

Los Cocos is #1! Congratulations on 25 
years of success! We are very proud of 

you. Okeechobee & your family love you! 
Love, Jaren, Dionne & Merrick
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Courtney LaFlam, Congressman Tom Rooney, Clint LaFlam, and OHS Principal 
Toni Wiersma sit in front of the OHS Marching band during the Congressman’s 
visit to OHS Thursday.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Wider angle view of the OHS Marching 
band with Congressman Tom Rooney.
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Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.

Our Surgical Services Department performs a variety of 
inpatient and outpatient procedures for patients everyday.

Some of the Surgical Procedures available include:

Total Knee and Hip Replacements
Laparoscopic Hysterectomy
Laparoscopic Appendectomy
Single-Site Gall Bladder Removal
InterStim Therapy for bladder or bowel incontinence
Pacemaker and AICD implementation
And many more

Our highly trained Surgical Services Department utilizes 
the latest technology and state of the art devices. The 
patient care they provide is from the heart. Raulerson 
Hospital has been caring for the health needs of our 

community for more than 33 years. Trust our skilled medical staff to provide you and 
your family with the quality care you deserve and expect.

For more information about the surgical services available at Raulerson Hospital, visit 
our website at RaulersonHospital.com. Our website also includes a health and video 
library to help you understand and become educated about the conditions that are 
important to you.

it f th 33
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February is American Heart Month. Be-

low are some facts on heart health:

• One in three U.S. adults is currently 

living with a type of heart disease

• Heart disease is the leading cause 

of death in the United States and a major 

cause of disability

• One in every three deaths in the U.S. 

is from heart disease and stroke, equal to 

2,200 deaths per day.

• Taking care of your teeth can impact 

heart health. If you develop gum disease, 

your chances of having a heart attack or a 

stroke increase by 50 percent.

• In 2010, heart disease cost the United 

States $444 billion. This total includes the 

cost of health care services, medications 

and lost productivity.

• Statistically, most heart attacks occur 

on Mondays.

Raulerson Hospital offers a wide range 

of cardiac and respiratory testing for in-

patients and outpatients. Services include 

therapeutic treatments, EKGs, EEGs, tran-

sthoracic and transesophageal echocar-

diograms, carotid ultrasounds, and cardiac 

stress testing. Raulerson Hospital also of-

fers cardiac services including the implan-

tation of pacemakers and Implantable 

Cardioverter Defi brillators (ICD) devices. 

These are minor surgical procedures that 

are safe and can be life-saving.

For more information about these ser-

vices, contact Raulerson Hospital at 863-

763-2151 or visit our website at Raulerson-

Hospital.com. 

For a free physician referral and health 

care questions call Consult-A-Nurse at 863-

763-9228. Consult-A-Nurse is staffed by a 

Registered Nurse.

*Raulerson Hospital’s feature speaker 

for February’s Dine with the Doctor -Tues-

day, Feb. 28 - is Dr. Arain. Join us at 4:30 

p.m. in the cafeteria for dinner and stay for 

Dr. Arain’s lecture on heart health, begin-

ning at 5 p.m. The cost of dinner is $5 per 

person, the lecture is free. Call 863-763-

9228 to RSVP.

Raulerson recognizes 
American Heart Month

Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

Central Students of the Week
Central Elementary Students of the Week for the week of Feb. 20 are: Juan Aguirre, 
Jacob Moats, Omar Gonzalez, Julia Angelos, George Seca, Juan Virto, Estela Ro-
driguez, Claudia Alvarado, Kylee Dennis, Oscar Landaverde, Logan Newman, Ryan 
Thomas, Jacari Mathis, Cuyler Maxwell, Henry Denova De Dios, Marrion Librando, 
Carlos Gamez, Sofi a Zapata, Luis Noel Espinoza, Adolh Torres, Austin Suarez, Cyn-
thya Sandoval, Giselle Betancourt, Victoria Simmons, Katelyn Shaw, Harli Slone, Itzel 
Guereca, Jennifer Salas-Garcia, Amber Hull, Jerry Stalans and Agustin Antunez.

Special to the Okeechobee News/SEM

Seminole Students of the Week
Seminole Elementary would like to congratulate their Students of the Week 
for the week of Feb. 24, including Michelle Jaimes Saucedo, Christian Her-
nandez, Hector Tagle, Leonardo Ibarro-Medrano, Juan Tijerina, Jessika Ol-
ivera, Apolinar Torres, Karla Lima, Noelani Lopez-Deharo, Araceli Garcia, 
Irvin Luviano, Brandon Ray, Aurelio Sanchez, Ashley Sparkman, Darrell 
Harden, Kavion Thomas, Christian Martinez, Luis Bucio, Julitza Urbina, Jas-
mine Snell, Bryan Rosas, Chadrick Williams, Kylee Smith, Lia Nieto, David 
Montoya, Karina Prado-Salazar and Isabel Avila.
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Pre-Owned Vehicles Under $10k

(877) Go-Gilbert or (863) 763-3154www.GilbertChevrolet.com

SALES:
SERVICE & PARTS

BODY SHOP Closed Sundays

APPROVAL
Guaranteed Credit

BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT?
NO PROBLEM!

SAVE BIGIN2012To kick off the new year we’ve made saving as easy as 1, 2, 3!

NO
MONEY DOWN
PAYMENTS AVAILABLE

1 NO
PAYMENTS

UNTIL EASTER

30%
APR FINANCING

2

FOR 72 MONTHS

(Cruze, Malibu, Traverse) Leases are for 24 months/12,000 miles per year with $1,995 due for Cruze, $1,539 due for Malibu, and $1,749 due for Traverse at signing; plus taxes, tag, and fees. Equinox lease is for 39 months/10,000 miles per year with 1,989 due at signing; plus taxes, tag, and fees. Silverado lease is for 39 
months/10,000 miles per year with $1,995 due at signing; plus taxes, tag, and fees. Offers assume qualified credit. Guaranteed credit approval may require additional down payments. All incentives and rebates to dealer.  All offers are unique and can’t be used in conjunction with each other. Offers expire 2/29/12.

2012 Chevy Cruze

$149 8  9

2012 Chevy Equinox

$229 9 11

2012 Chevy Malibu

$179 14

2012 Chevy Traverse

$299 5  9

2012 Chevy Silverado 1500

$199 39

2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse GT
Auto, Power Windows/Locks, Cruise

$4,4951338C

2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser
Auto, Sunroof, Leather

$4,9954956A

2008 Chrysler PT Cruiser
Auto, Power Windows/Locks, CD

$9,495U5418

2006 Jeep Liberty Sport 2WD
Auto, V6, Power Windows/Locks, CD

$9,995U8682

2002 Ford Ranger Reg. Cab
2 Wheel Drive, Auto

$2,4951015C

2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer
6 Cyl, Auto, Rear Air, Power Seats, Alloys

$8,7502151A

97 Toyota Paseo Convertible
Manual, 2-Door, AM/FM Radio

$4,7501169B

2003 MITSUBISHI LANCER ES
Power Windows/Locks, CD Player

$6,7502209B
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(561) 747-1232

Improve your appearance, your 
confidence, and your self esteem.
Enhance your breast, flatten your

tummy or shed unwanted fat. Let us
help you look and feel your very best!

• Tummy Tuck
• Breast Augmentation 
• Breast Lift/Reduction
• Endoscopic Brow Lift
• Face Lift
• Nasal Surgery
• Eyelid Surgery
• Liposculpture
• Botox and Fillers

Supplement to the Okeechobee News • January 27, 2012 • Also Available Online at newszap.com
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Friday, October 28, 2011

Supplement to the

2011-2012 MEDICAL

Supplement to the Okeechobee News, August 17, 2011DDrr.. FFrredd Brroowwnn CChhiillddrreenn’’ss HHeealltthh CCeentteerr

201155 HHwwyy 44411 NNoorrth,, OOkkeeeecchhobbeee,, FFLL •• 88633-776633--11995511

FFlloorriiddaa CCoommmmuunniittyy HHeeaalltthh CCeenntteerrss,, IInncc.. 

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, pplleeaassee vviissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..ffcchhcciinncc..oorrggCall to schedule your appointment today!

See

Back Cover 

for Gift

Certificate
for an

eye
exam

Featuring:

� Superintendent Letter

� Calendar

� School Bus Schedule

� Report Card Schedule 

� School Listings

OOppeenn HHoouussee:: AAuugguusstt 1188

Advertising Sponsor

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Community Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Merchant: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1
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Entegra Roof Tile celebrates two distinc-
tive titles they proudly received during 2011: 
South Florida Manufacturers Association’s 
(SFMA) “Manufacturer of the Year” and 
Manufacturers Association of Florida fi nal-
ist.

SFMA judged Entegra Roof Tile 2010’s 
“Manufacturer of the Year” in the division 
of 51 to 125 employees. The annual award 
recognizes organizations and individuals 
for outstanding success and achievement 
throughout the previous year.

Entegra Roof Tile earned a “Finalist” title 
in the Manufacturers Association of Florida’s 
annual award ceremony. To receive this rec-
ognition, a panel of judges studied Entegra’s 
leadership, customer/market focus, process 
management as well as its employees.

Entegra is a family-owned business 
that has manufactured and delivered con-
crete roof tiles in Florida for more than 25 
years. Entegra’s state of the art plant, built 
in Okeechobee in 2006 to help replace tile 
damaged by the hurricanes, is one of the 
most modern tile plants in the world. The 
plant is capable of producing millions of 
high-quality tiles per month. Entegra also 
delivers and loads their tile to the rooftop, 
allowing them to better meet the needs of 
customers.

“It is an honor to be recognized by our 
peers,” said Mike Johnson, Entegra’s presi-
dent. “I am extremely proud of each em-
ployee for contributing to our success. We 
have great people and that has made us a 
great company.”

Local roofer celebrates 
award winning year

Okeechobee News/Diana Whitehall

Guest speaker
The Thursday, Feb. 23, Kiwanis meeting held at The Lodge at the Lake Family 
Restaurant hosted Melissa MontesDeOca, the speaker and Greg Thogersen, 
president of the Kiwanis Club. Melissa is one of the Board of Directors for 
the Okeechobee County Ag-Venture, which is a new, exciting way to educate 
area children about the importance of agriculture. Ag-Venture will be held 
Wednesday and Thursday, May 2 and 3, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Trading 
Post Flea Market in Okeechobee. Ag-Venture is a free two-day, hands-on pro-
gram for fourth graders (public, private and home schooled) who will learn 
about alligators, beef, citrus, natural resources, dairy, vegetables and more. 
They are in need of many volunteers as well as donations.

GLADES COUNTY-The Florida For-
est Service, Okeechobee District; Glades 
County Emergency Management, and 
Glades County Sheriff have teamed up to 
create awareness about the dangers of 
wildfi res. 

As conditions get drier, it is essential that 
the residents help reduce the wildfi re risk. 
“It’s important for everyone to remember 
that almost 80 percent of all wildfi res in 
Florida are caused by humans,” said Se-
nior Ranger Danny Callahan, Florida Forest 
Service. 

On Feb. 29, emergency responders 
from the Florida Forest Service, Glades 
County Emergency Management, and 
Glades County Sheriff conducted a door-
to-door campaign for the residents of 
Crescent Acres and Country Meadows in 
West Glades County. This door-to-door 
campaign involved passing out bags of 
fi re prevention literature to nearly 150 resi-
dents. “As we pass out brochures, we talk-
ed to residents and informed them of the 
dry conditions,” explained Senior Ranger 
Danny Callahan, Florida Forest Service. “A 
good percentage of residents had piles of 
debris ready to be burned. Hopefully, we 

educated the residents of Crescent Acres 
and Country Meadows and they will think 
twice about burning.” 

The next phase in the educational cam-
paign is to conduct fi re prevention and 
Ready, Set, GO presentations to homeown-
er groups throughout Glades County. If 
your community would like to learn more, 
please contact Florida Forest Service, Se-
nior Ranger Danny Callahan 863-674-4000 
or Glades County Emergency Manage-
ment, Angie Snow at 863-946-6020. The 
educational campaign will continue until 
normal rainfall patterns occur. 

Remember that Glades County has a 
burn ban in place.

For questions on the burn ban, please 
contact Glades County Emergency Man-
agement.

For more fi re prevention tips and burn-
ing rules and regulations information, go 
to www.Firewise.org. or contact your local 
Florida Forest Service offi ce (Vero Beach 
772-778-5085; Port St. Lucie 772-468-3915; 
Stuart 772-221-4045; Okeechobee 863-462-
5160; Sebring 863-655-6407; Palmdale 863-
674-4000). Or visit the website at www.
fl oridaforestservice.com.

Wildfi re awareness campaign under way
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Do-it-yourself publishing at Newszap.com
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fered testimony describing the mental state 
of the two girls, as well as the harm that see-
ing McLaughlin would do to them. Judge 
Belanger granted Mr. Albright’s request to 
use the screen.

With the jury out of the courtroom the 
screen was put up and a television was 
placed in front of the defense table so that 
McLaughlin could hear and see the two girls 
as they testifi ed. When that was done, the 
jury was brought back to the courtroom.

But, ruled the appellate court, the use of 
the television did not satisfy McLaughlin’s 
Sixth Amendment right.

Citing a 2008 Nebraska case, the Florida 
DCA agreed that: “The screen unduly com-
promised the presumption of innocence 
fundamental to the right to a fair trial. The 
presence of the screen in the courtroom, 
in an obvious and peculiar departure from 
common practice, could have suggested to 
the jury that the court believed (the victim) 
and endorsed her credibility, in violation of 
(the defendant’s) right to a fair trial.

Instead of using the screen, the DCA stat-
ed that the testimony of the victims could 
have been videotaped prior to trial, or the 
girls could have been in another room and 
had their testimony presented via closed-
circuit video.

“The inherently prejudicial practice in this 
case cannot pass close scrutiny, because the 
court had available another equally effective 
method of protecting (the victim),” penned 

the justices.
McLaughlin also appealed statements 

made by Mr. Albright during his closing 
argument, but the DCA found no error by 
the prosecutor and offered no further com-
ment.

According to an arrest report by Detective 
Ted Van Deman, of the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the two girls were 
ages 8 and 11 when the charges were fi led 
in 2008.

The grandmother of the two girls ad-
dressed the court prior to McLaughlin being 
sentenced and told the court how the young-
est child was afraid to go to sleep because he 
(McLaughlin) had threatened to kill them.

“They’ll never be the carefree little girls 
they once were,” she said. “I’ll never forget 
the fear on their faces. You have caused so 
much pain. You’ve taken their innocence 
from them.”

The detective’s report stated that to keep 
the girls from telling anyone about what had 
happened, McLaughlin threatened to kill 
their mother by shooting her to death.

No date has been set for McLaughlin’s 
new trial.

McLAUGHLIN
Continued From Page 1

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The 4th District Court 
of Appeals (DCA) has 
denied the appeal of an 
Okeechobee man who 
was seeking to overturn 
his attempted fi rst-degree 
murder conviction.

Appeal attorneys for 
Leonte Ruiz, 24, stated 
that his conviction should be overturned 
due to ineffective counsel and statements 
made by Assistant State Attorney Don Rich-
ardson to the jury that appealed to their “... 
passion and prejudice, and generated ha-
tred and ill will towards Ruiz.”

Ruiz also claimed that it was improper 
for Mr. Richardson to thank the jury on be-
half of the victim and the State of Florida 
for serving.

On Feb. 4, 2010, Ruiz was convicted 
of attempted fi rst-degree murder with a 
weapon and burglary of a conveyance 
with an assault or battery while armed. 
Circuit Court Judge Robert Belanger then 
sentenced him to life on the attempted 
murder conviction and 30 years on the 
burglary charge.

Ruiz was arrested in December of 2007 
for stabbing his former girlfriend 21 times 
about her torso when she refused to renew 
their relationship. In her testimony, Mar-
lena Mansingh told the jury that when the 
knife was plunged into her body four of her 
internal organs were punctured.

“I’m fi ne physically,” she testifi ed. “But 
emotionally and mentally, I’m not. One 
minute I’m fi ne and the next minute I fl ip 
out.”

The attack took place on Dec. 7, 2007, 
after Ruiz called her and invited her to his 
mother’s house for breakfast. While there, 
Ruiz began to pressure her to start dating 

him again but she refused.
Shortly before 7 a.m. she started to 

leave the Ruiz home to go to work. As she 
sat down behind the steering wheel of her 
Dodge Stratus sedan, Ruiz again asked her 
to come back to him. And, again, she re-
fused.

He then walked to another nearby car 
and when he returned he began stabbing 
her with a 5-inch steak knife. Ruiz was 
pulled away from the now bleeding girl by 
his mother.

At this point, Ruiz fl ed the scene.
Defense attorney Mark Orr said Ruiz 

“snapped” because of his prior steroid 
use.

“He had been using a bunch of steroids 
and was coming off them when this hap-
pened,” said Mr. Orr. “He was not there—
as a sane person—when he did this. Yeah, 
he did it—beyond a reasonable doubt. But, 
he was insane.”

When Mr. Richardson addressed Judge 
Belanger at sentencing he said Ruiz had 
planned on killing his former girlfriend and 
infl icting as much pain on her as possible.

“He didn’t just want to kill her—he 
wanted her to suffer,” he said “The state 
asks that you show the defendant the same 
amount of compassion he showed Marle-
na—none! Absolutely, none!”

In his appeal, Ruiz also claimed Mr. Orr 
was ineffective due to his statement that 
“he was senile, had not done a jury trial in 
two-and-one-half years, and may be rusty 
on new law.” The statement was not made 
in the presence of the jury.

“Our reading of the record refl ects that 
the comment was made in jest,” stated the 
DCA’s Feb. 15, 2012, opinion.

The justices went on to rule that state-
ments made by Mr. Richardson were prop-
er and did not warrant a new trial.

DCA denies appeal by Ruiz

Leonte
Ruiz

Program helps Hardest Hit homeowners
Are you unemployed or underemployed and having trouble making your mortgage 

payments? There’s good news for homeowners. If you’ve experienced a fi nancial hard-
ship due to job loss or reduced hurs, resulting ina reduc-
tion in your income, the federal government has allocated 
funding to the State of Florida to help people in your situa-
tion. It’s free to apply and those who qualify may be eligible 
for up to six months of mortgage payments. You can get 
the help you need when you need it and it’s absolutely free 
to apply. To fi nd out if you are eligible or for more informa-
tion, visit www.FLHardestHitHelp.org or call 877-863-5244 
or contact Okeechobee Non Profi t Housing Inc,, 115 S.W. 5th Avenue, 863-467-5525.

Weatherization helps cut electric bills
Okeechobee Non Profi t Housing Inc., is collaborating with Indiantown Non Profi t 

Housing Inc., to implement a weatherization program provided by the State of Florida 
Department of Community Affairs. Low income families in Okeechobee County can ob-
tain funds through the program to add insulation and make other improvements to their 
homes that will held cut electric cuts. The program is open to both homeowners and 
renters. In the case of a renter, the owner of the rental property must agree to pay 10 
percent of the cost of the improvements. The program mission is to reduce heating and 
cooling costs by improving the energy effi ciency of the home.

Strategies include sealing windows and doors to prevent waste of heating and cooling, 
attic insulation, installation of smart thermostats for central health and cooling, replacing 
ineffi cient refrigerators, and many other improvements at no cost to the applicant. For 
more information, contact Okeechobee Non Profi t Housing Inc. by calling 863-467-5525, 
or stop by the offi ce at 115 S.W. Fifth Avenue, Okeechobee.

Red Cross seeks volunteers
The American Red Cross is looking 

for Disaster Services Volunteers for Hur-
ricane Season. All necessary training is 
free of charge. If you would like to give 
of your time and talents to help your local 
community residents in times of disaster, 
please call your Okeechobee Branch of-
fi ce at 863-763-2488.



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The long running standoff between the 
City of Okeechobee and the Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) concerning the chamber 
of commerce building at the intersection of 
S.R. 70 and U.S. 441 was fi nally resolved due 
to the intervention of Congressman Tom 
Rooney’s offi ce.

In 1986 the Okeechobee County Chamber 
of Commerce began leasing the city-owned 
building. However, that organization has 
been inactive for some time and the build-
ing has been vacant and locked up with the 
utilities shut off.

In July of last year the IRS seized the 
building as the result of a $105,467.50 lien 
for unpaid taxes and penalties from 2001 
through 2009. Even though the Okeechobee 
County Chamber of Commerce is a non-
profi t organization, it still had employees for 
which payroll taxes were required. The IRS 
changed the locks and was apparently the 
only entity that had keys to the new locks.

The city went to court to regain posses-
sion of the building. On Nov. 21, 2011, Cir-

cuit Judge Robert Bellanger issued an order 

that the Okeechobee County Chamber of 

Commerce vacate the building and return it 

to the city since that chamber had failed to 

respond to charges of abandonment. 

On Nov. 30, 2011, the IRS held an auction 

of the contents of the building to help satisfy 

the tax lien. The recently formed Chamber 

of Commerce of Okeechobee County, acting 

through its president, J.D. Mixon, bought the 

entire contents of the building for $2,000.

After the contents of the building were 

removed, the IRS locked up the building. 

While the city had a court order giving it pos-

session of the building the IRS actually had 

possession of the building. 

Apparently the IRS thought the lease 

value of the building was something that 

could be negotiated with interested parties. 

However, there are deed restrictions on the 

property that state the property can only be 

used for a chamber of commerce. 

Michael Mahaffey, of Congressman 

Rooney’s offi ce, said the congressman in-

tervened on behalf of the city to prevent the 

IRS from collecting rent money that should 

have gone to the city. “We served as a go 

between,” Mr. Mahaffey said. “I think it has 

been resolved to Okeechobee’s benefi t.

City administrator Brian Whitehall said 

that on Feb. 7 he received the keys to the 

building and a release of lien in express mail 

from the IRS. He said he had no dealings 

with the IRS since the auction. However, the 

package came as no surprise to him since 

he had received word on Jan. 30 from Con-

gressman Rooney’s offi ce that the congress-

man was working with the IRS.  

At the Feb. 21 city council meeting ne-

gotiations began between the city and the 

Chamber of Commerce of Okeechobee 

County for lease of the building. However, 

since the building has been vacant for so 

long and no one knows if it has structural 

problems, both sides wanted an inspection 

made before negotiations proceeded.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues 

Forum at www.newszap.com. Reporter 

Pete Gawda can be reached at pgawda@

newszap.com.
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11.5 +/- ACRES OF LIGHT

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY

With frontage on 
Hwy 441 North.

$249,000. 
Call Bryan Holden

(863) 634-5792

104 NW 7th Ave. 

Okeechobee

863-763-4010

or 

888-874-2945

ffxvÉÇw àÉ aÉÇx
Service
Integrity 

Experience

Lic. RE Broker

Auctioneer # AU2579.

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.

Owned & Operated by 
John Ed Burdeshaw 

LAKE OKEECHOBEE
TITLE

863-763-3749
608 N W PARK STREET

For All Your Real

Estate Closing Needs

Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Fri., Feb. 24TH - 
Thurs., Mar. 1ST

For Info, Call 763-7202

III: “JOURNEY MYSTERIOUS ISLAND”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG

II: “TYLER PERRY’S GOOD DEEDS”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG-13

THEATRE I: “BIG MIRACLE”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG
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Rooney helps city regain chamber building

The following individuals were ar-

rested on felony or driving under 

the infl uence (DUI) charges by the 

Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 

(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 

Department (OCPD), the Florida High-

way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission 

(FWC) or the Department of Correc-

tions (DOC).

• Christopher English, 21, N.E. 111 Lane, 

Okeechobee, was arrested Feb. 23 by Deputy 

Greg Popovich on an amended Okeechobee 

County warrant charging him with violation 

of probation - possession of oxycodone. He 

is being held without bond.

• Jennifer Hogg, 17, S.W. 67th Drive, 

Okeechobee, was arrested Feb. 23 by Dep-

uty Brian Cross on a felony charge of aggra-

vated assault and a misdemeanor charge of 

domestic battery. She was booked into the 

Okeechobee County Jail then taken to the 

St. Lucie Regional Detention Center in Fort 

Pierce.

• Henry Homer DeBerry, 69, U.S. 441 

S.E., Okeechobee, was arrested Feb. 24 by 

the Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force on a 

charge of possession of a controlled sub-

stance - oxycodone. His bond was set at 

$5,000.

This column lists arrests and not con-

victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 

listed here who is later found innocent or 

has had the charges against them dropped 

is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 

information will be confi rmed and printed.

Okeechobee Arrest ReportType O blood donors needed
Due to extremely high usage by area 

hospitals the supply of O Negative blood 
has reached extremely low levels. An ap-
peal is being issued for all O Negative do-
nors to donate at Florida’s Blood Centers 
as soon as possible.

O Negative blood is the universal 
blood type - meaning any patient can re-
ceive O Negative blood regardless of the 
recipient’s blood type.  O Negative is criti-
cal for trauma patients, premature babies 
and emergency surgeries. 

While the need for Type O is critical, 
blood donors of all types are needed. 
The “Big Red Bus” bloodmobile will be 
in the Okeechobee area on the following 
dates:

• Sunday, Feb. 26 – Market Place Flea 
Mkt, by Publix, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

• Wednesday, Feb. 29 – Publix, 12:30 
– 2:30 p.m.

• Wednesday, Feb. 29 – Beef O’Brady’s, 
4 - 7 p.m.
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Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave.

• 20+/-ACRES NW 72nd Ave. **Not buildable** Seller is open to offers. $40,000  MLS #205495 • FORECLOSURE 20+/-acres located 
in a rural area of NW Okeechobee County. Pasture land suitable for cattle/agriculture. **Not Buildable** $38,000 MLS #205578 • 
50.4+/-acres SR 710 MLS #204068 • Blue Heron Lot S.E. 14t CT. $20,900 MLS #205527 • Basswood Lot NW 33rd Ave $6,000 or 
better offer. MLS #205239

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553 • Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144 
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069 • Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla Español

5008-H: Conners Ga-
bles. Cute frame home, 
would make a great 
starters home or week-
end retreat. 1380 total 
sq ft, carport. Close to 
Everglades Elementary 
School. $48,000 MLS 
#205611

NEW LISTING 5000-H: Foreclosure 
Indian Hammock freshly 
painted Two story 2 Bed-
room 2 Bath on 3.74+/-
acres. Home has been 
remodeled.. stairs,  oors, 
and new appliances. large 
 replace. $144,900 NOW 
$131,900 MLS # 205524

3005-M: Treasure Island 
2BR/2BA MH completely 
furnished. Roof is approx 
5 yrs old, new front porch 
with decorative stone, 
Living sq ft. 1,248, car-
port with shed. Well taken 
care of over the yrs. 
$63,900 MLS #205608. 

4004-M: Buckhead 
Ridge waterfront 2BR/
2.5BA with additions. 
Lg FL rm, screened rm, 
workshop, boat lift, dou-
ble carport on a large 
corner lot with water on 
two sides. $85,000 MLS 
#205528

5002-H: Larodo Shores 
Lg 3BR/3BA plus extra 
room for of  ce on the 
Rim Canal with Lake ac-
cess (3,088 Living sq ft.). 
Too much to list call for 
further info. Short Sale. 
$175,000 MLS # 205575

7003-C: Opportunity 
to be your own boss! 
Lucky Gator Arcade 
(Business Only). Lucky 
Gator Arcade $200,000 
with 59 games OR 
$75,000 with just the 
business and machine 
lease. MLS # 205522 

REDUCED

LAKE ACCESS

NEW LISTING

Many newspaper aggre-
ssively push the opinions
of their publishers or cor-
porate owners.

But we don’t think it’s
our place to tell people
what to think, or to try to
control public opinion.
Our editors insist on pur-
poseful neutrality. We try
to report the news fairly
and facilitate a fair but
vigorous discussion of
public issues.

We are proud to be jour-
nalists, not power bro-
kers. And we’re proud to
understand the differ-
ence.

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com
or calling your editor.

Community 
Service Through

Journalism

WWe report, We report, 
but YOUbut YOU
decidedecide

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

BUYERS ONLY
REALTY CO.

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee, FL 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

• The Okeechobee High School track 
team debuted at a freshman and sophomore 
meet at Martin County Tuesday and the boys 
team fi nished in sixth place and the girls 
team in sixth place. Top performers for the 
track team included Michael Thomas in the 
100 yard dash, and Hernan Baltazar in the 
1600 and 3200 meter races. Tabatha Henry 
won the 1600 meter race and the 3200 meter 
race to pace the girls squad.

• The Lady Brahman softball team wal-
loped Port St. Lucie 12-0 in a district 12-7A 
game on Wednesday afternoon in Port St. 
Lucie.

Samantha Harrell returned to the mound 
and was dominant in a fi ve-inning stint. She 

allowed just one hit and struck out 14 bat-
ters. She also had a nice day at the plate with 
four hits. Okeechobee pounded out 13 hits 
in the contest. Sarah Davis had three hits 
and Carissa LiCata had two hits including a 
homerun.

• The OHS tennis teams lost their fi rst 
match of the year Wednesday at Martin 
County 6-1. The boys’ victory came from 
Cody Walker in #2 singles as he outslugged 
Albert Morar 7-6 and 7-5. Otto Ramirez and 
Brendon Jonassaint both had competitive 
matches for the Brahmans. On the girls’ side, 
Samantha Rivero defeated Stephanie Pompa 
6-2 and 7-5 in #1 singles. The doubles team 
of Rivero and Vanessa Watt played well in a 
9-7 defeat to Pompa and Julia Cusamano.

Okeechobee Sports News in Brief

Okeechobee Club Soccer offers spring training
Okeechobee Club Soccer will have an informational meeting Saturday, March 3, at 

3 p.m. at the Sports Complex Pavilion. All interested parents and players are encouraged 
to attend. Spring training will be open to youth ages 7-16. Boys-only and girls-only teams 
will be offered as long as a minimum of 12 players register for that division. Try-outs will 
be held at the soccer fi elds across North Elementary from 5-6:30 p.m. as follows: ages 
7/8, 9/10, 11/12 – Monday and Wednesday, March 12 and 14; 13/14, 15/16, – Tuesday and 
Thursday, March 13 and 15. If you have questions, call Lupe Serrano at 561-719-5585. Se 
habla espanol.

Looking ahead – Alumni Soccer Games Saturday, March 24, at OHS Stadium open 
to ages 16 & up. Games start at 4:30 p.m. OHS alumni interested in playing should call 
(women) Dawn Fox at 863-697-1641 or (men) Manuel Sanchez at 863-532-1145.

Wrestling club begins 
registration

Okeechobee Wrestling Club is begin-
ning its youth season for ages 5-18. Reg-
istration is Feb. 28, 29, March 1, 6 and 8, 
at O.H.S. gym. Practice is Tuesday and 
Thursday Elementary 6–7 p.m., Middle 
and High School 7–8 p.m. If you have any 
questions, please contact Coach Jahner 
at 863-634-9411.

Foster parents needed - 
Free training program 
available

Hibiscus Children’s Center Foster Care 
Program recruits, trains and licenses all 
the traditional Foster Parents in St. Lucie, 
Martin and Indian River and Okeechobee 
Counties. The required 30 hour (MAPP) 
classes are held one evening a week or 
on Saturdays and are free. There is a tre-
mendous need for loving and nurturing 
Foster Parents in all four counties on the 
Treasure Coast. For additional informa-
tion about becoming a Foster Parent or 
to register for a class please call: 1-800-
403-9311 ext. 415.

ARC Thrift Store 
requests donations 

The ARC of Okeechobee Thrift Store is 
currently requesting donations of house-
hold items, dishes, kitchen appliances, 
furniture and clothing. Your tax deduct-
ible donation will be used to help further 
the mission of the agency to provide so-
cial, educational and vocational oppor-
tunities to the developmentally disabled. 
The store is open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. All items can be dropped off 
at the thrift store location, 403 N.W. 2nd 
Ave. in Okeechobee. For further informa-
tion, call 863-763-2419.

Yard sale for Real Life 
Children’s Ranch

Real Life Children’s Ranch Yard sale is 
open on Tuesday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Come on out and get great bargains. 
The ranch welcomes all donations that 
are in good condition and can be sold. 
They are in need of clothing items.



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Services

Golf Cart Repairs and
Authorized dealer for 
Trojan Batteries. Will 

buy unwanted and not 
working golf carts. 
Locally owned & 

Operated Call Dan at 
863-610-0479

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

DRIVER
Need CDL Class A Driver

Clean record, 
Forklift Experience

Please call 863.467.6565

Employment
Full Time

American Drilling 
Services is looking for a 
person in knowledge of 
water treatment,pump 
repair or well drilling.  
Experienced people 

only apply.
405 SW 2nd Street

Heavy Equipment 
Operators

Needed for Short-term 
landfi ll construction 

project in Holopaw, Fl.
2 year minimum 
experience with 
references. Send 
resumes by fax to 

863-582-9292 
or by email to: 

amanda@rcsexcava-
tion.com. Contact our 

offi ce for more 
information at 
863-441-1286

Sunshine PayDay 
Loans

Full time Clerk needed 
to travel among 

locations in Okeecho-
bee, Clewiston, Labelle 

and Arcadia.
Cash handling 

experience
A plus

Fax Resumes to:
863-678-2170

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Employment
Medical

Immediate Openings:

• PCA: PRN/FT
• Housekeeper: PRN
• RNs: F/T, P/T, PRN
• Pharmacist: PRN
• Ultrasound Tech: F/T, PRN
• Occupational Therapist: PRN
• Occupational Therapy 
 Assistant: PRN

We offer competitive wages 
& excellent bene  ts

To complete an online 
application, please visit

www.raulersonhospital.com
or you may come to 
Human Resources, 
Raulerson Hospital, 

96 Hwy. 441 N, Okeechobee, FL

Employment
Medical

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Health Care

EGG DONOR: LOVING 
COUPLE SEEKS A CAR-
ING FEMALE TO GIVE 
THE GIFT OF LIFE BY 
BECOMING AN EGG 
DONOR. EXCELLENT 
COMPENSATION OF UP 
TO $6,000- MUST BE 
BETWEEN THE AGES 
OF 19-29 IN GOOD 
HEALTH AND DRUG 
FREE. PLEASE CON-
TACT AMY  
(561)361-8980.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Miscellaneous

Crystal Center Piece, 
5 Handpainted night 
stands “old”, North-

wood depression glass, 
Leather sofa opens to a 

bed,nice recliner, lg 
book shelf, lg wall 

painting. 863-763-8522

Wanted To Buy

 - CASH FOR CARS
We buy cars in ANY con-

dition, no title needed.
Free pick up 7 days. 

Highest prices and cash 
on the spot.

863-484-2012. 

Need Cash???
We Buy Cars

We Pay Top Dollar $$
Okeechobee Dodge

4224 Highway 441 S.
Contact: Rick Proverb

863-357-0500

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm
Miscellaneous

COW HAY
   ROUND BALES 

FOR SALE
$40 Each. 863-634-9111

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

In Okeechobee City 
limits. Large 2B/1B apt, 
quiet neighborhood, 
W/D Hookups, Central 
A/H, well maintained.  
$600 per month, 1st 
and security, applica-
tion required.  No Pets.  
Call 772-219-8583 
Leave message. 

IN TOWN Effi ciency Apt. 
Nice area. Utilities in-
cluded. $650/mo. 1st & 
$300 sec. Non smoking 
environment. No pets.  
863-610-0861.

OKEECHOBEE - Cottage 
on Rim Canal. Lrg. Stu-
dio/kitchen/new bath, 
beautiful modern furni-
ture. Includes utilities. 
$125 wk. 
(772)359-1640.

Very Lrge Apart. non 
smoker and quite. 1 cat 
only,furnished dishes, 

  linens and etc. washer 
& dryer, electric and 
cable. $525 mo. plus 
$300 security SE Hwy 
441 Call 863-467-4449

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$550/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Houses - Rent

3 Bedroom/1 1/2 Bath 
in SW section Okeecho-
bee across from public 
library 1600 SW 3rd. 
$875.00 a month 
$2,000 to move in 
(863)634-0512

Home Realty 
Services,LLC

Diane Dangremond,
Licensed Real 
Estate Broker

(863)801-4498
Ancient Oaks-1br/1ba 

park model, fully fur-
nished, addition and 
screened room, wash-
er & dryer. Short term 
rental available. 
$625.00 mo. includes; 
pool, lawn, cable, 

  water & sewer.
River Run -2br/2ba, 

large kitchen, shed, 
laundry. $750.00 mo. 
1st & security.

King’s Bay -3br/2ba, 1 
car garage, screened 
room, tile fl oors. Lawn 
included $775.00 mo. 
1st & security

OKEE - On Water, fully 
furnished, laundry, 
screened room, Incl. 
Priv. Dock, utilities & 
Dish TV. WI FI & local 
phone service. $550 
mo. + sec. 
(863) 467-1950.

Roommate

Looking for a roommate 
to share a 4 bedroom 
house, all appliances 

including washer and 
dryer. $400 per month. 

Call for 
more information 

863-634-9560

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.
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Reading a newspaper leads
you to the best products

and services.
No wonder newspaper

readers earn more money!



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Lots - Sale

FOR SALE - RESIDEN-
TIAL BUILDING LOT 
CLOSE TO BLUE HER-
RON IN BRENT WOOD 
ESTATES. LOT SIZE IS 
0.65 ACRES HAS 
HOUSE PAD IN PLACE 
TO ACCOMADATE A 
3500 SQ. FT. HOME 
WATER DEPOSIT PAID 
READY TO BUILD ON. 
$45,000 OR O.B.O. 
CALL CARL @ 
863-634-8617

Recently Foreclosed, 
Special Financing 

Available, Any Credit, 
Any Income, Vacant 
Land,  located at 20 
NE 363rd Ct., Okee-

chobee, $49,900.  
Visit www.

roselandco.com/82H 
Drive by then call 

866-700-3622.

RV Lot in Sportsman 
Village, Moore Haven.
55+, Clubhouse, Pool, 

Lots of Activities. 
Beautiful Large Lot. 

$29,995
Call 239-218-6079

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

2/1 Furnished, 
Turn key, boat house 
and lift, dock on the 
water. $600 a month 
or $800 a month with 

utilities included.
Call 561-262-1390

2BR, 1.5BA, BHR, Quiet 
on lake access canal. 
Fenced yard. W/D. 
Large screen porch. 
10x10 shed. $650 mo. 
(863)357-3830

$600 monthly 3/2 Dou-
ble wide, built in 05, 

  excellent condition. 
2/2 Double wide, remod-

eled excellent condition, 
city water $525 monthly

Call 863-801-1739

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2 BR, 2 BA, 
C/Air. $495 mo. Large 3 
BR, 2 BA, C/Air. $600 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Mobile Home Sale

Kissimmee River 
Estates

MH 14x60, w/3 Lots, 
Fully Furnished, Kitchen 

Remodeled w/new 
Appliances, Enclosed Fl. 

Room, 2br/1 1/2 ba.
Asking $44,900

Call 317-491-7821

Older Single Wide in 
55+ Park, w/screened 
room, porch and dock 

on Taylor Creek. 
1/2 mile from Walmart 

$7,500.
Call 828-208-0980

Palm Harbor Homes
New Home Stimulus

5K For Your Used Mobile 
Home - Any Condition
 800-622-2832 ext 210

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

2000 Ranger Bass Boat 
R83VS,Ranger Boat 

Cover/Spare Tire w/cov-
er,Mercruiser 150 EFI 
Engine,Ranger Trail-
er,Garmin Fish Finder 

100. $14,000 or 
Interesting Trade. 
Call 863-675-4163 
or 304-667-7855

RV Space Rent

RV Lot in Sportsman 
Village, Moore Haven. 
55+, Clubhouse, Pool, 

Lots of Activities. 
Beautiful Large Lot 
$450 Plus Electricity
Call 239-218-6079

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Commercial
Trucks

FORD F700 1996 Dump 
Truck with 1998/763 
Bobcat & Trailer. Gar-
age kept. Total price 
$16,500.  Call 
(561)833-9346.

Four Wheel Drive

1997 Ford F-250
Four Wheel Drive
Call 863-467-4419

Your new car could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 19th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2011-CA-00408

PNC BANK, AS SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO NATIONAL CITY BANK,
 SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO HARBOR FEDERAL,
     Plaintiff,
vs.
JURLINE RHOOMS, et al.,
     Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF ACTION-FORECLOSURE PROCEEDINGS

TO: JURLINE RHOOMS AND ALTON RHOOMS

including any unknown spouse of the Defendant, if remarried and if said De-
fendant is dead, his/her respective unknown spouse, heirs, devisees, grant-
ees, assignees, creditors, lien holders, and trustees, and all other persons 
claiming by, through, under or against the named Defendant; and the afore-
mentioned named Defendant and such of the aforementioned unknown De-
fendant and such of the unknown named Defendant as may be infants, 
incompetents, or otherwise not sui juris.
   YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on the 
following described property, to-wit:
  LOT 28, Eagle Point, Unit 1, according to the Plat thereof recorded in Plat 

Book 6, Pages 97 and 98, Public Records of Okeechobee County, Florida.
   More commonly known as 2456 South West 33rd Circle, Okeechobee, FL 

34974
   This action has been fi led against you, and you are required to serve a 
copy of your written defense, if any, to it on Plaintiffs attorney, Weltman, 
Weinberg & Reis, Co., L.P.A., whose address is 550 West Cypress Creek 
Road, Suite 550, Fort Lauderdale, Fl 33309, on or before 30 days after date 
of fi rst publication, and fi le the original with the Clerk of the Circuit Court ei-
ther before service on Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter; other-
wise a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the 
Complaint.
   Witness my hand and seal of this Court on the 14th day of Feb., 2012.   

Sharon Robertson, Clerk
Okeechobee County, Florida

By:  Linda F. Young
Deputy Clerk

Weltman, Weinberg & Reis, Co., L.P.A.
Attorney for Plaintiff
550 West Cypress Creek Road, Suite 550
Fort Lauderdale, Fl 33309
Telephone No.: 954-740-5200
Facsimile: 954-740-5290
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to 
participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance. Please contact Corrie Johnson, ADA Coordinator, 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, 
(772) 807-4370 at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or 
immediately upon receiving this notifi cation if the time before the scheduled 
appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
WWR File #10079622
410455 ON 2/19,26/2012

Amendment to Bid Date
Subcontractors Notice of Bid Request

Notice of Intent to Accept Proposals/Bids 
For Construction of

Veteran’s Park Phase IV

Lodge Construction, Inc. the Construction Manager for the named project,  
will be accepting bids for the work related to bid packages and scope as de-
fi ned by the Bid Documents for the project known as Veterans Park Phase 
IV. 

General Scope:
This project consists of the construction of a 6 acre park situated within the 
boundaries of Veterans Park,  Homestead Blvd., Lehigh acres. The park is 
being constructed to include amenities such as a, Cricket Field, Dog park, 
Rest Room Facility, Picnic Shelters, Boundary Fencing, New Parking and 
Roadway Construction, Sidewalks, a Pervious Concrete Maintenance Road-
way, Handball Court and Supporting infrastructure. There will be new boun-
dary Landscape and Irrigation as well as the development of a new 6” well. 
Site lighting will be extended into the new roadway and parking along with 
service to several shelters. New park directories and signage will be included 
within the scope of the project. The playfi eld shall be sprigged and main-
tained throughout the grow-in period.

Time Frame for Starting:
Work is scheduled to commence in April 2012. 

Owner: 
Lee County Board of County Commissioners

Design Representative:
David M. Jones Jr. & Associates
Greg Diserio, RLA
Fort Myers, Fl.

Sealed Bids will be received at the offi ce of 
Lodge Construction, Inc. on the following date and time:

Friday,  March 9th,  2012 @ 3:00 P.M in
accordance with Addendum No.1,.  

Bid Documents:
In order to insure proper communications during bid period, please register 
your contact and company information with Lodge Construction offi ce at 
mike@lodgeconstruction.com and information on plans and specifi cations.  
Bid Documents will be available on Friday, January 27th, 2012. These docu-
ments will be available through Lodge Construction’s FTP Bid site as well as 
Blue Book. Instructions for Downloading Documents from the FTP site can 
be obtained by Contacting:  Mike@Lodgeconstruction.com 

Local Business and Economic Support:
Lodge Construction is actively seeking Local Businesses to participate in the 
bid process. It is the intent of Lodge Construction, Inc. to monitor the 2nd 
round of capital spending. In addition to identifying the bidder as local or 
non-local, the bidder will also be required to identify their participation in 
their 3rd round of capital expenditure and portion thereof, going to local 
businesses. For more information on this subject visit,
www.neweconomics.org. (LM3) Local Multiplier 3 rounds

Disadvantaged Business and WBE minority Business Development:
It is the intent of Lodge Construction, Inc. to track the expressed goals of 
Lee County Board of County Commissioners in the expenditure of capital 
funds as it relates to the businesses who are developing and are part of a 
minority group. The stated goal of this project is to provide a minimum of 
10% revenue based contracts to this section of our economic community 
here in Lee County. Each bidder shall make it their policy to work in good 
faith to seek out and give deference to proposals from these classifi ed Mi-
nority Businesses including DBE and WBE groups. 
409972 ON 2/12,17,19,24,26;3/2/2012

Public Notice

Public Notice
UNSPECIFIED SITE STRATEGY

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

February 26, 2012
Responsible Entity: Okeechobee County Board of County Commissioners
304 NW 2nd Street, Room 103
Okeechobee, FL 34972
Telephone 863-763-6441

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or about March 7, 2012, the Okeechobee County Board of County Com-
missioners (the County) will submit a request to the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity (DEO) for the release of Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program 3 (NSP3) funds under Title I of the Housing and Community Devel-
opment (HCD) Act of 1974, as amended.  The project will include purchasing 
foreclosed single family residential property in targeted areas of the City and 
surrounding vicinity, rehabilitating the houses, disposition of the properties 
for affordable rental and owner-occupied use, administration, and possibly 
housing counseling and downpayment and/or purchase assistance, with 
NSP3 grant funds of $1,029,844. The project will occur over a 2-3 year peri-
od, including additional activity with program income from property sales.

The County has determined that the activities proposed in the Unspecifi ed 
Site Strategy are exempt and/or categorically excluded under HUD regula-
tions at 24 CFR Part 58 from the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA) requirements.  As eligible sites are located, site specifi c checklists will 
be completed prior to the commitment of funds for each unit.  Additional 
project information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR) 
on fi le at the above address.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the Envi-
ronmental Review Record (ERR) to Deborah Belcher at the above address.  
Additional project information is contained in the ERR on fi le at this address, 
and may be examined or copied weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. All com-
ments must be received within 7 days following the publication date of this 
notice.  Comments will be considered prior to the County requesting a re-
lease of funds.  

RELEASE OF FUNDS
The County certifi es to the DEO and the U. S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development that Margaret Garrard Helton in his/her capacity as 
Chair of the Board of County Commissioners consents to accept the jurisdic-
tion of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in 
relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfi ed. The State’s approval of the certifi cation satisfi es its re-
sponsibilities under NEPA and related laws, and authorities and allows the 
County to use the NSP3 funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
DEO will accept objections to its release of funds and the County’s certifi ca-
tion for a period of fi fteen days following the anticipated submission date or 
its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of 
the following bases: (a) the certifi cation was not executed by the Certifying 
Offi cer of the County; (b) the County has omitted a step or failed to make a 
decision or fi nding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the 
grant recipient has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by the State; or (d) an-
other Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a 
written fi nding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of envi-
ronmental quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance 
with the required procedures at 24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76 and shall be ad-
dressed to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, 107 East Madi-
son Street, MSC-400, Tallahassee, FL 32399-6508.  Potential objectors 
should contact the County to verify the actual last day of the objection peri-
od.

Margaret Garrard Helton, Chair, Board of Okeechobee County Commission-
ers, Certifying Offi cer
410972  ON  2/26/2012
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School Flag Football 
has very reachable goals of a winning sea-
son and a district championship in the near 
future.

The team won some games last year 
and intends to continue their improvement 
thanks to athletes from other sports becom-
ing more and more comfortable with the 
game.

Leaders this year should include four-year 
starter Morgan Crawford, Aubrey Robertson, 
Maci Thomas, Paige McCrary, Maranda Ser-
rano, Kyla Hargraves, DJ Nunez, and Darby 
Jones, just to name a few.

All of them excel in other sports and have 
brought their athleticism, positive attitudes, 
and work ethic to the fl ag football program.

Head Coach Bruce Jahner said the 
winning last year has spread enthusiasm 
throughout the school with 52 girls at prac-
tice this week. He said that gives the coaches 
a lot to choose from.

“These are active girls, most of them 
play volleyball or basketball or cross coun-
try. They aren’t just involved in sports one 
or two months per year they are involved all 
year which is a good thing,” he explained.

Jahner said a big reason the team will 
be better is experience. In the previous two 
years the girls were underclassmen who 
were learning the game. Now they have 

been aged to perfection, have gotten the 
taste of winning, and want to see even more 
success.

“The biggest thing is we’re not young 
anymore, we have some experience at QB 
and the skill positions,” he added.

Jahner will be assisted by Coaches Todd 
Jones, and fl ag football veterans Robert 
Coleman and Jimmy Mills, who really added 
a lot to the program last year.

The team will remain in the same Palm 
Beach County District with impressive teams 
like Seminole Ridge, Palm Beach Central, 
and Royal Palm Beach. Jahner predicted 
the Lady Brahmans will be able to stay with 
these other schools this year.

“There won’t be any big blowouts and 
we should give them a run for their money,” 
he added.

The team begins their schedule with a 
preseason tournament at Martin County on 
March 7. They will also have several home 
games on the schedule. Coach Jahner said 
any football fan or sports fan should come 
out and enjoy this sport.

“It is very entertaining. Some of these 
girls are tough out there. They collide, fall 
down, but keep dusting themselves off and 
get back in the huddle. If you come out you 
will be entertained. These girls give it all they 
have,” he added.

OHS fl ag football team ready to play

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Kyla Hargraves has two years of ex-
perience at QB, and is ready to break 
school records in yards passing and 
touchdowns during her junior year.
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CENTERSTATE BANK LIFE’S A BREEZE® SWEEPSTAKES ABBREVIATED RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Void outside FL and 
where prohibited. Open to legal U.S. residents, 18 years of age and older, who hold a valid Florida driver’s license. Begins 12:00:00 AM 
ET on 1/2/12; ends 6:00:00 PM ET on 6/29/12. To enter, visit a CenterState Bank location and fill out an official entry form. Grand Prize: 
One (1) Grand Prize: a 2012 Ford® Mustang® Convertible, ARV: $36,900. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries 
received. Limit one (1) entry per person. For complete rules and eligibility requirements, visit www.centerstatebank.com. Sponsor/
Operator: CenterState Bank of Florida, N.A.

“THREE FREE” MAKE THE SWITCH INCENTIVE: Void outside FL and where prohibited. Open to legal U.S. residents, 18 years of age 
and older. Begins 12:00:00 AM ET on 1/2/12; ends 6:00:00 PM ET on 6/29/12. To receive “Make the Switch” incentives of free gift, free 
checking, and free debit card, visit a CenterState Bank or Valrico State Bank location and open a qualified account. Qualified account 
is a non-interest bearing account (annual percentage yield – 0%). $50 minimum balance required to obtain free gift, free checking, and 
free debit card. The “Three Free” incentive is not part of the “Life’s a Breeze Sweepstakes.”

Government-issued photo ID may be required and additional account approval requirements may be imposed; see full details at www.
centerstatebank.com Copyright © 2012 CenterState Bank. All rights reserved. Mustang® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor 
Corporation, which is not a sponsor of or affiliated with this sweepstakes. Photo courtesy of Ford Motor Corporation LLC. Used with 
permission, Ford Media Archives.

CenterStateBank.com

We Believe In You.

Breeze on over to WIN a Mustang!
Breeze on over for better banking.

Drop by your local CenterState Bank office
and enter our Life’s A Breeze Sweepstakes.

You could win a 2012 Mustang Convertible!

Enter our
Life’s A

Contest

Equal Housing Lender

THE

Get a free gift, free checking, free debit 
card and more. Call, click or visit and 

learn more about our “Three Free” Make The Switch offer!

Get Three FREE—
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By Charles M. 
Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee High 
School track program has 
two new coaches this year 
and a lot of new athletes 
ready to try their hands and 
feet with track and fi eld 
events.

Jose Nunez, a product of 
Okeechobee High School, is 
the boys’ track coach, and 
A.J. Mayernik, is the girls’ 
track coach.

Nunez graduated from 
OHS in 2005 and played soc-
cer, track and cross country. 
He went on to receive bach-
elors in education from In-
dian River State College and 
is now a teacher at Osceola Middle School 
where he teaches math and reading.

Nunez said his career in education has 
been interesting so far and he really enjoys 
it. He also knows how the boys soccer pro-
gram developed as he was part of the build-
ing process.

“They have had a strong program for the 
past several years and that is what I’d like to 
do with track. I hope that it builds, and gets 
better,” he explained.

Nunez will start with getting more ath-
letes on the fi eld. He’s also committed to 
getting more equipment and volunteers to 
the program.

“We want to show the kids that we are 
coaches that care and want to help them 
out. I think we’ll get more serious runners 
and athletes,” he said.

Top boys athletes this year will include 
Tyrell Taylor, Hernan Baltazar, Erick Garcia, 
Phillip Suarez and Thor Harden, among oth-
ers.

Coach Mayernik came to Okeechobee six 
years ago from Pennsylvania where he was 
a state champion in running. He attended 
Clarion University on a sports scholarship. 
He competed in cross country in the fall, in-
door track in the winter, and track and fi eld 
in the spring. He is 
now a sixth grade sci-
ence teacher at Year-
ling Middle School.

Mayernik’s goal is 
to get more kids so 
the team has more 
athletes to choose 
from and more to 
compete in every 
event.

“I think it will be 
awesome. I like to see 
these dedicated kids, 
and we hope to keep 
the program grow-
ing,” he explained.

Inspiring kids, 
teaching them new 
things and new abili-
ties, and challenging 

kids to compete, are some of his goals this 
year.

Mayernik also wants the kids to have a 
good time and enjoy the sport.

“We are all here to help the kids to do 
the best they can do. I’m excited about them 
and we hope to get a competitive team go-
ing,” he added.

Key athletes on the girls team this year in-
clude Tabatha Henry who has two MVP tro-
phies plus a District Championship in Cross 
Country already under her belt.

“She is an exception runner and has 
some very good natural abilities in distance 
running. We hope to get more people to 
help her and we have a couple of sprinters 
that I’m excited about,” he added.

Mayernik said it is never too late to join 
the track squad. He grew up in Pittsburgh, 
Pa. and was among the best runners in the 
state during his career. He intends to con-
tinue being the track coach so the kids can 
have some continuity.

“I hope to stick around because that is 
what the team needs. There are coaches out 
here now that care about what the kids are 
doing and have knowledge in the sport. I tell 
kids to give it a try because we will welcome 
them,” he concluded.

OHS Track team has 
new coaches and athletes

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
OHS girls track coach A.J. Mayernik addresses his team 
during a recent practice at OHS.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
New OHS girls and boys track coaches (L-R) A.J May-
ernik and Jose Nunez.
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Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm • Sat. 9am - 5pm • Sun. CLOSED

4224 HIGHWAY 441 S. • OKEECHOBEE
www.okeechobeedodgechryslerjeep.com

Jeep

Grand 

Cherokee

863-357-0500

NNOW  $5,995 NOW $7,995 NOW $13,995

2003 Chevy 
Cavalier

1999 Lincoln 
Towncar

2007 Pontiac 
G5

2007 Chevy
Uplander LT

NNOW $16,995NOW $15,995

NOW $5,995

Your Hometown Dealer with Big Town Savings

NNOW $31,995

2009 Dodge Ram 1500 Laramie
Crew Cab
4x4, Nav, Leather,
All the Toys, 
Like New

2009 Chevy Crew Cab 4x4 3500
Duramax, Diesel, Allison Transmission, 
Xtra Nice, Low Miles

2009 Dodge Crew Cab Laramie
4x4, 3500 
Dually, Diesel
Leather, Loaded
Very Low Miles 

2010 Dodge Crew Cab Laramie
4x4, 3500
6 spd Manual, 
Diesel, Leather,
Loaded, 
Only 23K miles,
Xtra Sharp

NNOW $38,995 NOW $41,995 NOW $43,995

2010 Ford 
Fusion SE

2007 Mercury
Marquis LS

2010 Dodge
Charger SXT

NNOW $17,995

2007 Chrysler 
300 Limited

NNOW $24,995

2012 Dodge 
Journey

NNOW $25,995

2012 Buick 
Lacrosse

Collins 
Duke

Penny
Farmer
Bauer

DDavid
Farewell

DDavid 
James

SSteve
Molnar

NOW  $15,995

2008 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab  
4x4, 771 Pkg, Loaded 

2007 Dodge Crew Cab 1500
4x4, Fully Loaded, Low Miles,

Xtra Nice

NNOW $20,995 NOW $21,995
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