
Sunday, February 12, 2012 75¢ Plus taxVol. 103 No. 19

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads

13.20 feet
Last Year:  12.47 feet

Lake Levels

Source: South Florida Water 
Management District. Depth given 
in feet above sea level

See page 4 for information about 
how to contact this newspaper.

New gate system 
would help save 
manatees...Page 19

Man convicted of 
manslaughter in 
Tony Gehle death 
to get new trial   
               ...Page 8

Okeechobee’s 
Most Wanted  
             ... Page 15

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

A board has been elected, donations are be-
ing accepted, and a league has been formed 
to create the new Okeechobee Youth Football 
League Brahman football team.

The board of directors and volunteers were 
busy collecting donations this week at a ce-
lebrity server event held at the Okeechobee 
Golden Corral Restaurant.

The league plans to fi eld fi ve teams that will 
compete against other Heartland area teams 

like Lake Placid, Sebring, Hardee County, 
Desoto County, Haines City, Avon Park and 
perhaps other communities. It will be an un-
limited weight league based on ages.

Okeechobee would have fi ve teams which 
include a young fl ag football team for six and 
seven year olds.

Eric Williams, Tarrance Pryor, Brad Gibson, 
James Shockley and Scott Boyer will serve as 
head coaches of the various teams this year.

New youth football league 
plan gains momentum

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County Commissioner Bry-
ant Culpepper has big ideas for Okee-Tantie 
Campground and Marina that he is excited 
about. “This will be the most unique park in 

the U.S. when it is done, he said. The commis-

sioner believes his ideas will rejuvenate the 

park and bring in extra income to the county. 

His proposal involves leasing the park to a 

developer for 99 years. The developer would 

install RV lots and sell them. The county would 

receive a percentage of the sale price on each 
lot and would also receive ad valorum taxes 
after the property is sold. At the end of the 99 
years the entire park, including the RV lots, 
would revert back to the county. 

Commissioner has big ideas for park

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Brad Gibson, Chaka Smith, Marvin Roberts, Marvin Plummer, Sheila Neal, Paige 
Cloud, Charlie Hukriede, and Eric Williams were celebrity servers at Golden Corral 
to raise funds for the Okeechobee Youth Football League.

See PARK — Page 5

See LEAGUE — Page 5

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Like a scene from the 
movie “Fatal Attraction,” a 
local woman has been ar-
rested for allegedly burying 
an ex-boyfriend’s cat alive.

Katherine Elaine Thom-
as, 53, N.E. Second St., was 
arrested Thursday, Feb. 9, 
on a felony charge of cru-
elty to animals and a misdemeanor charge 
of stalking. She is being held in the Okeecho-
bee County Jail on $15,000 bond.

A report by Deputy Joe Gracie, of the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), 
indicated that Thomas and her boyfriend 
were involved in an argument on Jan. 17 
and she was eventually trespassed from the 
man’s home.

During that argument she allegedly told 
the man she had gotten rid of his black and 
while male house cat. He told Deputy Gracie 
he didn’t think much about that statement 
until Thomas started leaving messages on 
his answering machine.

According to the report, those messages 
included:

Woman 
accused of 
burying 
cat alive

See CAT — Page 5

Katherine
Thomas
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OKEECHOBEE TAX ACCOUNTING INC
863-467-1605 office

JUST MENTION THIS AD WHEN YOU CALL TO 
SCHEDULE YOUR APPT. AT EITHER OF OUR LOCATIONS

LABELLE TAX ACCOUNTING INC
863-675-3848 office

Tax Preparation Individual, State and Corporate/Business Returns* Electronic filing*

Direct Deposit, (no additional charge)* Computerized Bookkeeping* Payroll*

Quarterly Filings* Florida Notary Public* 15 years experience

Colossians 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 
Thank You, Sonja Jameson and Staff
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“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists

• Metal & Shingle Roofs 

• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338

Better Hearing Starts Today!

Call
(863) 467-5333

Hearing Care Centers

3545 Hwy 441 S • Okeechobee

SAVE AN
Additional 

$500 OFF
Pair of Anthem XT    
Hearing Aids

Exp.

3/5/12

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING
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County Judge Jerry Bryant, along with 
Sgt. Robert Staton and Offi cer Donnie Trent 
of Court Security, recently hosted a local 
Scout group for a tour of the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center. The after-hours tour 
took the scouts to the court rooms and hear-
ing rooms, as well as through 
areas of the judicial center most 
citizens never get to see, such as 
the prisoner holding cells, secure 
hallways, and the security control 
room. 

The Scouts got to sit in the jury 
box while some of their group 
played the role of attorney. One 
scout got to call his mom to the 
witness stand and question her 
about the gift he will get for his 
birthday this year. The mom “took 
the Fifth” and remained silent. 

The group especially enjoyed 
the security control room, where 
Deputy John Koepke showed 
them the video display from the 
judicial center’s numerous secu-
rity cameras on the large bank of 
TV monitors. 

A favorite part of the tour for 
the Scouts was the roof of the 
three-story Judicial Center, where 

Judge Bryant let them point out landmarks 
around the town, seeing them for the fi rst 
time from that height. Judge Bryant showed 
them “Mount Trashmore,” the local landfi ll, 
which, though miles away, can be seen from 
the roof on a clear day.

Local scouts visit Judicial Center

Special to the Okeechobee News/Devin Maxwell
Scouts with Judge Bryant in Courtroom D: Back 
row l-r: Caleb Harvey, Jonathan Thomas, Cade 
Pierce, Jesse Tanguma, Alex Maxwell, Triston 
Gorney, Grady Pierce. In the front row: Judge 
Jerry Bryant, Lilly Maxwell, Sophia Tanguma and 
Marion Librando.

Judge Bryant points out landmarks to 
Lily Maxwell, while Scout Leader Devin 
Maxwell assists scouts (left to right) 
Jonathan Thomas, Cade Pierce and 
Jesse Tanguma.

 Book 
winner
Elaine Jacka-
more, lucky win-
ner of the book 
“Living a Healthy 
Life with Chron-
ic Conditions,” 
courtesy of Cath-
olic Charities. 
Catholic Chari-
ties was one 
of the 120 ven-
dors at the 2012 
O k e e c h o b e e 
Family Health 
and Safety Expo. 
Congratulations 
Mrs. Jackamore!

Special to the Okeechobee News/Sharon Vinson

Weather forecast for Okeechobee County 
from the National Weather Service

Local Forecast
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 

63. North northeast wind between 10 and 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Sunday night: Mostly clear, with a low 
around 36. North northeast wind around 5 
mph. 

Extended Forecast
Monday: Sunny, with a high near 71. 

North wind 5 to 10 mph becoming east. 
Monday night: Partly cloudy, with a low 

around 47. East wind around 5 mph. 
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 

79. South southeast wind around 5 mph. 

Okeechobee Forecast



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Available to customers with a mobile number and address in OK, AR, LA, MS, and select markets in TX, TN, and FL. 
* Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 17.9% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 16¢ Regulatory & 99¢ Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); 

gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 10% – 28% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35. 
  IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line & add’l charges for extra minutes, data sent/received & device capabilities. Rebate debit 
cards takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Add’l CA eWaste fee may apply. Max 5 lines. LTE is a trademark of 
ETSI. 4G LTE is available in 195 cities in the U.S. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. & its related companies. Used under license. ©2012 Verizon Wireless.  FRZBO

All phones require new 2 yr. activation & data pak. While supplies last. 

$104.98  for two lines plus two additional lines at $9.99 each. (Plus other charges.)* 

$30
monthly  
access 

SWITCH TO  
UNLIMITED TALK & TEXT  
TO ANY U.S. MOBILE. 

Pantech Breakout™

BUY ONE  
GET ONE  FREE 
$4999 
$99.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.  
Free phone: $50 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

NEW! DROID RAZR  
by MOTOROLA 

BUY ONE
GET ONEFREE 
$19999 
No rebate required.
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Bikes with no lights
• I would like to know who I can talk to 

about people riding bikes at night with no 
lights or refl ectors. I live in Buckhead Ridge, 
and I have to go to work at 6 a.m. and each 
morning I have narrowly missed someone 
on his bike with no lights and no refl ectors 
on Hwy. 78 near Okee-Tantie. I missed him 
by mere inches. Something needs to be 
done about this problem! And indeed it is a 
problem. At 6 or 7 there ought to be some-
one patrolling this area or someone will lose 
a life! And then who will be at fault?

Can a teacher videotape 
the class?

• There are “children” under the age of 
18 who come to class in the morning at the 
Okeechobee High School and sleep the en-
tire class. Can a teacher video the person 
sleeping for evidence as to why he or she 
received an F for the class? It seems to be so 
easy to do that now-a-days with cell phones 
or relatively cheap cameras. This would 
show parents why their sons or daughters 
are not making it. Of course the parents are 
probably not making it either.

• Since in a school almost all the outside 
areas are on camera why couldn’t the class-
rooms be, just like the buses?

• Why not an online video feed so par-
ents can watch what their little darlings do 
all day? Certainly could make for some in-
teresting conversations when the kids get 
home!

• Video surveillance brings to mind 
George Orwell’s prophetic novel 1984!

• If the student opts to sleep through the 
class...head down, snoring, etc...he doesn’t 
deserve our tax money. If a person is the par-
ent of said student, he should do something 
to wake that student up. We will not give 
money to people who do not care anymore. 
We do not have the money to give them for 
nothing to show for it.

SFWMD lease
• According to the story in another news-

paper, water managers let an Okeechobee 
offi cial graze cattle on SFWMD land without 
a lease and then gave a lease on the land 
to the offi cial’s daughter without going out 
for bid. Looks like they don’t give the other 
ranchers a chance, just give leases to their 
cronies, even though someone else is will-
ing to pay more money. Once again, the tax-
payers lose out.

• The issue I see is that a few ranchers get 
these sweetheart deals and others are not 
even allowed to bid. If the SFWMD is going 
to lease out PUBLIC land, it should go out 
for bids so that the taxpayers get the most 
money possible for the lease. Just because it 
was SFWMD “policy” does not make it right. 
We, the taxpayers, are the ones who lose out 
when things like this go on. Our taxes are 
higher because they don’t get the high bid.

• The SFWMD had no business wasting 
our tax money buying all that property for 
the river. It is not being taken care of prop-
erly -- it takes alot of money for upkeep for 
land -- and has fast become very large play-
grounds for a few people. Millions spent for 
a few. More questionable dealings.

Okee-Tantie
• The plans for Okee-Tantie might not 

take away public access at fi rst, but it would 
be real easy for them to do it in the future. 
Why is it that other counties are buying land 
for public access to the ocean or lakes and 
rivers and our county commission is trying 
to sell ours? Will we end up paying to use 
something that is ours to begin with? Next, 
they will restrict what happens at Lock 7. 
How easy would it be to put up a toll both 
at both locations? If you have an airboat and 
this goes through, the next place to launch 
is Lakeport.

• The sites are to be sold, and the own-
ers are only allowed to stay on their site a 
maximum of 30 days at a time. The other 
30 days, the park can rent the site to some-
one else, then the owners can come back 
for another 30 days. So, you buy a site, plant 
your pretty fl owers, put down your concrete 
pavers, and just kind of personalize your 
little retirement dream, then in 30 days, you 
are forced to leave so the Clampets can live 
there for 30 days and tear up all your stuff 
and the park gets the money? Let me know 
how that works out.
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Public Forum/Speak Out

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
USPS 406-160
Published 3 times a week: Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday by Independent Newspapers, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D • Okeechobee, FL 34974
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POSTMASTER: Send address changes to

Okeechobee News
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Staff
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

Okeechobee KOA says thanks
Okeechobee KOA would like to thank the 

following Okeechobee and other out of state 
businesses for donating door prizes to raise 
funds for KOA Care Camps. All proceeds 
from these popular events are donated to 
KOA care camps which are designed es-
pecially for children with cancer. All of the 
events were held November 2011 through 
March, 2012. 

Thanks go to Design By Jenna, Darice.
com, Walt Disney World, The Honda Clas-
sic, Daytona International Speedway, Todd 
Everett Flooring inc., Country Side Florist, 
Silpada, Shipwreck Beads, Cookie Lee Jew-
elry, Copper Creations, Lee & Ann Murrell, 
Jewels by Marie, Enchanted Designs, Mo-
nique’s Unique’s of Palm Beach, Jars of Love 
Karen Carrier, Noreen & Nancy Trading post 
#513&514, Marsh Beast Air boat Tours.com, 
Sculptor, Ace Pest Control, Darice Co., Bealls 
Outlet, Three Tiara’s, Shipwreck Beads, Wal-
greens Pharmacy, Lightsey’s Restaurant, Two 
Saucy Gals, Hawaiian Shoe Shack, Scrubs & 
More, Maggie Klement Coach Purse’s, Amy 
Zoet, ASW Collections, Hawk Nest Indian Art 
Jewelry, Midway Arcade, Big Lake Eye Care, 
Raulerson Hospital, Okeechobee Dodge 
Chrysler Jeep, Gisele J. Blossom, Moore’s 
Shirts, CVS Pharmacy, Lala’s Western Wear, 
Montoyas produce Trading Post Flea Market, 
Roger Park, 777 by Hammerheads, Ham-
merheads Restaurant, Brown’s Embroidery, 
Judy Russ, Tammy Pope, Margaret Nast, 
Patricia A Daniels, Harvest House Grocery, 
Norph Vintage Costume Jewelry, Avon 
Janet Morman, Sues Ceramics, Detti Origi-
nals, De De’s Design, Scentsy, The Material 
Girls, The Home Depot, Robin Tresch, C&D 
Jewelry, Dishey Garden Art, Earths Ribbons, 
Barbara Swift, Shirley E Cox , Georgia Ger-
ren Learning Toolbox, Paradise Glass Jew-
elry, Susan Karnes, Sara Flores, Kay Duke, 
Debbie Graves, Lorrie Meyer, Jersey Mike’s 
Subs, Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites, 
Flamingo 2 Arcade, Mom’s Kitchen, Hun-
gry Howie’s Pizza & Subs, Florida Airboat 

Charters Capt. Jason Williams, Publix, H&R 
Block (Lillian Barden), Okeechobee Store-
n-Lock, Bev & Tom Kaub, Wanda Kubitz, 
Magiclean, Rings & Things, Midfl orida Hard-
ware, Hampton Inn, Winn Dixie, Glades Gas, 
Gilberts Snapper & Golf Cars, Indianwood 
Adult Golf & Country Club, Dave’s Mattress 
Outlet. Okeechobee is a unique community 
that has treated us well. What a wonderful 
community we live in as you have touched 
the hearts of many children that have cancer 
that are now able to go to camp. We wish 
you well in your future business endeavors 
and thank you from our heart for your gen-
erosity.

Wendy Woodman
General Manager

Mistaken RV park
This is in regards to a news item on Feb. 

1, page 5, “Arrest of RV Owner.”It’s obvious 
by now, you got the wrong park! I have been 
a resident of Jim’s Place Park for 25 years, 
and the owner, not the arrested person, 
former owner of Dew Drop Inn, has been 
a law abiding, tax paying, business owner 
in Okeechobee for over 30 years. Where 
have you guys been? The present owner is a 
friend, neighbor, former employer, and loyal 
citizen. I demand a retraction.

John J. Murphy
Hwy. 78 West, Okeechobee
Editor’s note: We regret the mixup 

of the names of Jim’s RV Park and 
Jim’s Place Park. The OCSO detective 
made an error in regard to the park 
name, and the newspaper staff did not 
catch that error. When advised of the 
mistake, we apologized to the owner 
of Jim’s Place Park and ran a correc-
tion in the Friday, Feb. 3 edition of this 
newspaper. Since the original story 
had a photo of the man who was ar-
rested along with the correct last name, 
we hope that also helped reduce any 
confusion over which “Jim” the story 
referred to.

Letters to the Editor

ARC Thrift Store requests donations 
The ARC of Okeechobee Thrift Store is currently requesting donations of house-

hold items, dishes, kitchen appliances, furniture and clothing. Your tax deductible do-
nation will be used to help further the mission of the agency to provide social, edu-
cational and vocational opportunities to the developmentally disabled. The store is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. All items can be dropped off at the thrift store 
location, 403 N.W. 2nd Ave. in Okeechobee. For further information, call 863-763-2419.



“Have you seen your little cat? Have you? 
The same thing is going to happen to you.”

She then called back at least 20 more 
times, stated the report, and on one of those 
messages she told him she was sorry for 
what she did. But she went on to say “I’m 
coming to get you. Have you seen the little 
kitty? Meow, meow,” stated Deputy Gracie’s 
report.

The man started looking for his cat and, 
on Jan. 18, he reportedly found it partially 
buried in a hole in a wooded area behind 
his home. Deputy Gracie said it had been “... 
thrown in the hole with approximately a half 
inch of dirt on top of him.” After unearthing 
the feline, Deputy Gracie stated he could see 
no visible injuries to the cat.

The report went on to say that the man 
found a sweater belonging to Thomas hang-
ing on a chair behind his house -- some 50 
feet from where the cat was buried.

Deputy Gracie went on to state that on 

the morning of Jan. 17 Thomas was appar-
ently talking to her ex-boyfriend’s mother 
who said she wished someone would take 
the cat because it had fl eas.

“I’ll get rid of the cat,” Thomas reportedly 
replied.

Deputy Gracie then took the information 
to the state attorney’s offi ce, who issued an 
arrest warrant for Thomas. She was eventu-
ally arrested Feb. 9 by OCSO Deputy Robbie 
Lamb. The deputy’s report does not give the 
age of the cat.

CAT
Continued From Page 1
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Flower Petals
Florist & Gifts

202 NE  2nd Street 

863-763-5051 

Come see us before 
Sat. Feb. 11 & Save $5

On Your Order

ORDER 

EARLY

SAVE

$5 

We are pledged to operate
our newspaper as a public
trust. Fairness is extremely
important to us.

We admit our errors
promptly and we don’t
“bury” the corrections. (If
error appears on the front
page, that’s where we print
the correction.)

Sometimes people don’t like
what has been written about
them. In those cases, we offer
a “right to reply” and allow
them to tell their own side of
the story.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism
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port personnel, and volunteers are still being 
pursued by the league. 

President Marvin Roberts said the com-
munity support has been great so far. He 
said the games will be close to home with 
fi ve home games and fi ve other games with-
in one hour of Okeechobee.

“I think this will be real competitive foot-
ball. The goal is to help the high school pro-
gram and we have joined forces with the 
Pop Warner league to make this thing suc-
cessful,” he noted.

Roberts said kids should give the league 
a try because they will get excellent coach-
ing. They will use similar schemes to what 
the high school plans to do and be closely 
related to new high school coach Chris Bra-
nham and his staff.

Board member Chaka Smith called the 
league an awesome thing for the commu-
nity to band kids together, build relation-
ships, and be a united town for one football 
program.

“I see a lot of cooperation and corrobora-
tion between the leagues. People are putting 
aside personal differences to come together 
for one common purpose,” he explained.

Smith said Okeechobee has a rich history 
in football and they need to get back to their 
roots and rebuild the program with pride, ef-
fort, and cooperation.

“I feel other things haven’t worked as 
well as they should have been, some things 
have worked quite well. Why not put them 
all together because when you do, there is 
no way to go but up,” he added.

Smith said a positive football experience 
keeps kids out of school and away from 
crime and mischief. He said it also builds 
character because kids learn discipline and 
build friendships that last a lifetime.

Board Treasurer Charlie Hukriede said he 
was fl attered and honored to be a part of this 
program. He said the goal is to get the kids in 
competitive football because Okeechobee 
deserves a strong high school program. He 
predicted this is the group that will get the 
job done.

“I think it’ll be great for the kids to play 
fi ve home games at Brahman stadium. It 
will be a unique experience for them,” he 
added.

Golden Corral hosts a number of celeb-
rity servers through the year to raise funds 
for needy causes like this. Hukriede thanked 
Deborah Hall who works with the schools 
and community organization to host as 
many fund raisers as possible.

“We want this league to work and have a 
competitive high school football team. To do 
that you have to start young and once they 
get to high school they’ll be ready to com-
pete, win and have fun,” he concluded.

LEAGUE
Continued From Page 1

While the concept of selling leased land is 
new to Okeechobee, Commissioner Culpep-
per said it has been done in other places. He 
said that up north small counties with lim-
ited fi nances have leased land to developers 
to build skii resorts on the same principle. 
“It’s legitimate, it works.” he said. 

The question that immediately comes up 
is what part, if any, the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (COE) and the South Florida Wa-
ter Management District (SFWMD) would 
play in such a transaction. 

John Campbell, spokesperson for COE’s 
Jacksonville District, said his organization 
would have no interest in the sale of lots at 
Okee-Tantie. All they would be interested 
in is any action that would have an impact 
on the environment and might require per-
mitting. Gary Ritter, director of SFWMD’s 
Okeechobee Service Center, likewise said 
his organization would be concerned with 
any possible environmental impacts from 
development of the park. He was unfamiliar 
with the concept of selling leased land.

A good number of the camping spots at 
Okee-Tantie were damaged by hurricanes 
in 2004 and have remained unusable since 
then. There was some hope that FEMA 
funds could be used to repair that section of 
the park. However, Commissioner Culpep-
per said former county administrator Lyn-
don Bonner investigated that possibility to 
no avail. The commissioner said that FEMA 
was under the impression that the damage 
to the park was not storm related.

“We have all the ingredients to make this 
work effectively,’ Commissioner Culpepper 
said. He feels that the fact that the park is 
on the lake inside the dike is what makes it 
unique. Silver Palms RV Park in Okeechobee 
was developed using the concept of selling 
RV lots. But Commissioner Culpepper said 
that park failed because it was not water-
front property like Okee-Tantie. He called 
Okee Tantie a “destination RV resort.” In-
stead of stopping here en route to a vacation 
destination, he said RVers would spend their 
vacation at Okee Tantie. 

There would be no park models and no 
permanent structures allowed on the lots. 
In order to make the venture profi table for a 
developer there would have to be about 400 

lots available for sale. 
Funds from a renovated and leased Okee-

Tantie would give the county the ability to 
develop Jaycees Park, the commissioner 
believes. At one time there were plans to 
bring an Outdoor World to Okeechobee. 
However, those plans were put on hold. 
Commissioner Culpepper thinks a revital-
ized Okee-Tantie would provide the stimulus 
for Outdoor World to reconsider coming to 
Okeechobee. 

The commissioner said he already has 
one investor who is willing to put up the 
required money to develop the park. How-
ever he said he did not know if this person 
would be the best developer for the park. 
The county has hired a the consulting fi rm 
of Kimley Horne to screen potential devel-
opers. By law, the county must advertise for 
a developer and consider all business plans 
submitted to see which one would be best 
for the county. It is possible the county com-
missioners could decide on a developer that 
is interested in going a different route to de-
velop the park if they felt that particular de-
veloper had the best plan.

PARK
Continued From Page 1



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

William H. Clark, 80
OKEECHOBEE — William H. Clark, 80, of 

Okeechobee, died Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2012, in 
the Hospice of Okeechobee.

He was born in Royalston, Mass., on June 14, 
1931, the son of the 
late Walter E. and 
the late Alice (Bow-
ers) Clark Sr.

William grew up in 
Royalston and was a 
life-long resident, 
moving to Florida at 
age sixty-fi ve.

He worked as a 
truck driver for sev-
eral years and for 
Richardson & Son 
Excavating for several years. He drove bus for 
the Athol-Royalston School District for many 
years and was manager of the school bus com-
pany for several years.  He also worked for the 
Athol Daily News, the L.S. Starrett Company and 
operated Bill’s Auto Body in Royalston for many 
years, the place where everyone went to get 
their inspection stickers. He and his wife Phyllis 
ran Clark’s Mowing Service in Florida for many 
years.

He was on Selectman in Royalston and served 
on the Board of Assessors for many years. He 
was on the Auxiliary Police Department in Roy-
alston for many years. He was Past President of 
the River Acres Homeowners Association in 
Okeechobee Florida.

He leaves his wife of 58 years, Phyllis A. (Buis) 
Clark; two daughters, Nancy D. Melbourne and 
her husband James of Royalston, Laurie M. De-
veneau and her husband Curtis of Royalston; 
three sisters, Marguerite Langlois of Royalston, 
Virginia Gingras of Royalston, Patricia Berry 
Lamb of Orange; fi ve grandchildren, William 
Deveneau of Bennington, Vt., Jameson Mel-
bourne of Japan, Nathan Melbourne of Brigh-
ton, Mass., Christopher Deveneau of Royalston, 
Mieka Melbourne of Royalston; three great 
grandchildren, Colden Deveneau, Benjamin De-
veneau and Nomidai Melbourne; and many 
nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by two sons, Eugene 
Emerson Clark who died in 1980, and by John 
W. Clark who died in 1957.

Funeral services will be 10 a.m., Tuesday, Feb. 
14, 2012, in the Fiske-Murphy & Mack Funeral 
Home, 110 New Athol Rd., Orange, Mass. Burial 
will be at a later date in Lawrence Brook Ceme-
tery. Calling hours will be held Monday, Feb. 13, 
2012, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the funeral home.

In lieu of fl owers, the family suggests that me-
morial donations be made in his memory to the 
Hospice of Okeechobee, PO Box 1548, Okee-
chobee, FL 34973.

For more information or to sign our online 
guest book please visit www.fi skemurphy-
mack.com.

Fiske-Murphy & Mack Funeral Home 110 New 
Athol Road, Orange is directing.

•Life Insurance
•Annuities
•Health Insurance
•IRA Rollover

Call or email for a
free quote!

Tom Walsh
250 S. Australian Ave
West Palm Beach, FL

twalsh2@metlife.com
561.207.2306

If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in

our EZPay
subscription plan, you’ll

not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 

s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you

can read YOUR

newspaper 

anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value

of $72 --

Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is

the most convenient way to pay for

your subscription.  Once it’s set up,

it’s automatic every month.  And with

no bills, no checks and no mail,

EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:

https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:

readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586

It’s all about you, your news, your 
neighbors, your life

Obituaries
6 Okeechobee News February 12, 2012

View obituaries from
the past month at 

http://www.legacy.com

Masonic Lodge to
host breakfast

The Okeechobee Masonic Lodge will host 
Sunday breakfast on Feb. 12, from 8 until 11 
a.m. at the Okeechobee Masonic Lodge, 107 
N.W. Fifth (across from Flagler Park). A full 
breakfast for just $6 for adults and kids 12 
and under $3. The public is welcome and 
carryouts are available. For more informa-
tion, please call Fred Alger at 813-468-5128. 
Breakfasts are held every second and fourth 
Sunday. Proceeds to benefi t Okeechobee 
youth programs.

Amateur Radio
Club to meet

The Okeechobee Amateur Radio Club 
will hold it’s next meeting on Monday, Feb. 
13, at the Red Cross Classroom 323 North 
Parrott Ave., beginning at 7 p.m. All mem-
bers are urged to attend and anyone in the 
Okeechobee area who has an interest in 
learning more about Amateur Radio is wel-
comed at all meetings. Remember, When all 
else fails, HAM RADIO WORKS.

Free Nutritional
Class offered

Douglas Chiropractic and Fitness Center 
is offering a free nutritional analysis class on 
Monday, Feb. 13, at 5:30 p.m., at the Doug-
las Chiropractic Center on S.R. 70 West. For 
more information, please call 863-763-4320.

Shrine Club to 
host Spaghetti dinner

The Okeechobee Shrine Club, S.R. 78 W., 
members will host their Tuesday evening 
Feb. 14, spaghetti dinner from 4 until 7 p.m. 
A no-smoking atmosphere with music start-
ing at 5 until 8 p.m. Donation is just $6 per 
person. For information call the club at 863-
763-3378 or Mac Simpson at 863-484-0427 
or Kip Gardner at 863-610-6659. 

Eagles North 
to host Bingo night

Tuesday, Feb. 14, Eagles North will have 
Bingo starting at 1 p.m., 9985 U.S,. 441 N., 
Okeechobee. Proceeds go to the F.O.E. 4137 
community benefi t fund.

Have coffee with 
the Commissioner

Coffee with the Commissioner will be 
hosted by Commissioner Frank Irby on 
Tuesday, Feb. 14, from 10 a.m.–noon, and 
will be held in Commissioner Irby’s offi ce 
located at the Okeechobee County Court-
house, 304 N.W. Secnd St., Room 241. Citi-
zens wishing to participate are encouraged 
to call 863-763-6441 to schedule an appoint-
ment.

Moose Lodge Plans
Valentines Dinner

The North Moose Lodge #1753, 159 
N.W. 36th St., is planning a special evening 
on Tuesday, Feb. 14. There will be a Rib 
Dinner 6-8pm with entertainment by Sax-
man & Posse 7-11 p.m. Tickets are available 
at the lodge for $10 each or $18 per couple. 
Proceeds benefi t Moose Charities.

Valentines Dance at the VFW
Grab your sweetheart and join the good 

people at the North VFW, 300 N.W. 34th 
St. for a special evening on Valentines Day. 
Tuesday, Feb. 14, there will be a Steak Din-
ner (steak, shrimp cocktail, salad, potato 
& roll) beginning at 5 p.m., for $12.50 per 
meal. Music will be provided by D & K Ka-
raoke (Danny & Kathy). Proceeds to benefi t 
veterans assistance programs.

Concealed Weapon Permit 
class registration open

The February Concealed Weapon Per-
mit class will be conducted at the Hampton 
Inn on Feb. 16. You may register on-line at: 
www.okeechobeebusiness.com, click on 
the calendar, then click on the date of the 
event (Feb. 16), then click online registra-
tion, once this window opens click on the 
non-member login,  fi ll out the application 
and click fi nish when you have completed 
the form. You must come by the Chamber 
offi ce and pay in advance.

You may also pickup a registration form 
at the Hampton Inn. You must register for 
this class and you must pay in advance. The 
class size is limited to 30 participants. 

Community Events
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Call a PRO ffessional
1500 St. Rd. 70 East 

Okeechobee, FL 
Phone: 863.357.1820 

Fax: 863.357.1824
www.LOInsurance.com

JESSICA COLON

AGENT

Auto • Homeowners • Life & Health • Annuities •
Motorcycles • General Liabilities • Commercial Auto

Vince & RaeAnn Stanavich 
Owner/Operator

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee

(863) 763-6696
(772) 335-3688

Licensed Dealer

AN AFFORDABLE WAY TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS!!!

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License
AL11944

203 SE 2nd St.
Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

SStinnett,, Inc.
RReess iiddeenntt ii aa lll &&& CCoommmmeerrcc iiaa ll •• Painting

• Walll Coverings
• Pressuree Cleaning

•• SanddBlasting

Serving Okeechobee Since 1969

Lic. #1406-01

•• Painting
• Walll Coverings

• Pressuree Cleaning
•• SanddBlasting

Stinnett,, Inc.

(863)763-5251 (863)634-0614

JONES EQUIPMENT Est.

1989

4558 US Hwy 441 SE 
Okeechobee, Fl 34974

Cargo • Auto • Utility Trailers & Parts
1-888-683-7853 863-763-5342

New Fashions, Accessories,

Unique Gifts and

Jewelry

OPEN 

Mon - Thurs
10am to 6pm 

Friday :10am - 7pm
Sat: 9am-3pm

863.532.1077

Lic #1862
Lic #10355

Free Estimates 

Licensed and Insured

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Choice Automotive
Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service 

• Brakes • Window Motors • Tune Ups • Welding 

• Engine Mechanics 

Located Behind Rita’s

Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave.

Okeechobee, FL

863-467-6633

& Custom Exhaust

Motorcycle & ATV 
Parts and Repairs

Derek Tremain
P: 863-357-0334
F: 863-357-0056

1460 Hwy 78W

Okeechobee, Fl 34974

Farm and Ranch
Insurance 

NO ACCOUNTS TOO SMALL

Rates from $600. Annually

863.357.1707

Tree Locators, Inc.

- Plants 
-Trees
- Natural Stone
- Decorative Gravel

- Manufactured Stone
- Design 
- Installation
- Full Garden Center

“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”

863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730 
treelocators@aol.com

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972 

24-Hour

Customer Service 

Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

Lori C. Berger 
Exclusive Agent 

Allstate Insurance
Company 
800 S. Parrott Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Phone 863-467-1265
Fax 863-467-1085
Cell 863-634-8437

100
% Grass Fed Beef

ORGANICALLY RAISED ~ LOCALLY RAISED BEEF

Whole, Sides & Quarters: Steaks and Ground Beef

Okeechobee, Florida 

All Natural 

863-634-3971

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone 

198 Hwy. 98 N. Okeechobee, Fl 34972

(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • Fax (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

$2495 PER CARTON!
Come in for a 

sample

We can match 

your smoke

863.288.8401
8840 Hwy 78 W. • Okeechobee

Runyon Taxi Service
You Call We Go

OPEN 24 HOURS

Cheaper Than a DUI
Veteran Owned & Operated

Owned by Billy Runyon
(863) 634-8720

909 So. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee

863
357-4INK

4465
• VIP Discounts

Tattoos & Piercings

Buy Here! Pay Here! 

Call Mitch  (863) 763-0330
cell 954-214-8877

mandmautobrokersinc.com

$500DownAs 
low as 

3565 Hwy 441 N., Okeechobee 

M&M Auto Brokers, Inc.

CASH FOR JUNK!!

We’ll work 
with you!

Easy Payment!

Privacy screens & bras

5th wheel skirts

Boat tops & covers

Repairs & modifications

The Canvas Shop, LLC
On-site service 

909 S. Parrott Ave. Ste B

Okeechobee, FL 34974

863.763.7500

Fax: 863-763-6754
Carl & Donna Gaiser

MAINTENANCE SPECIAL $75
HIGGINS GARAGE DOORS

(863) 634-2925
Tim Higgins Licensed & Ins.

• Garage Doors • Roll-Ups 
•Sales      • Installation     •Repairs 

• Lubricate
• Check Springs
• etc.

www.inkwell4ink.com

ADVERTISE
and Get Results

w
w

w
.n

ew
sza

p
.co

m
click

 o
n

cla
ssifie

d
s

This space could be YOURS Place your business card

here!

7Okeechobee NewsFebruary 12, 2012



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A former Okeechobee 
man currently in prison 
following his conviction 
for manslaughter and cul-
pable negligence will get a 
new trial.

In their Feb. 1 opinion, 
the 4th District Court of Ap-
peals (DCA) overturned the 
conviction of James P. Mullin and ordered 
that he receive a new trial. The new trial, 
to be held in Okeechobee, must take place 
within 90 days of the DCA ruling.

Mullin, 38, was found guilty of causing 
the death of Anthony ‘Tony’ Gehle when 
he jumped on the hood of Mr. Gehle’s car 
and tried to punch the man through an open 
window on the driver’s side of the car. Mr. 
Gehle’s vision was blocked by Mullin which 
caused him to run a stop sign at the intersec-
tion of S.W. 32nd Ave. and S.W. 21st St. Mr. 
Gehle’s vehicle was then almost immediate-
ly struck by an oncoming Ford F-350 pickup 
truck driven by Esdras Gomez. Mr. Gehle 
died shortly after impact.

As the jury was deliberating at Mullin’s 
2010 trial, they asked to hear the testimony 
of Angela Gehle, Mr. Gehle’s wife, about 
Mullin jumping on the hood of the car.

The DCA ruling states that the trial court 
replayed the relevant portions of Mrs. Ge-
hle’s testimony on direct examination by As-
sistant State Attorney Don Richardson. How-
ever, the cross examination on the same 
subject was not replayed.

“The defendant insists the failure to in-
clude the cross examination, as requested 
by the defense, was reversible error. We 
agree,” penned the appellate justices.

According to the ruling, the failure to in-
clude the cross examination was misleading 
in that testimony on cross examination by 
Stanley Glenn of the public defender’s offi ce 
was within the scope of the jury’s request 
and yet the jury was not told that the play-
back included only the testimony elicited on 
direct examination. “And, more importantly, 
the partial playback served to emphasize a 
version of events favorable to the State and 
diminish a version favorable to the defense,” 
the DCA’s fi ndings stated.

During her direct examination Mrs. Gehle 
told Mr. Richardson that it was obvious to 
her that Mullin intended to end up on the 
hood and that the car was already moving 
when he jumped on the hood. But, stated 
the DCA ruling, on cross examination she 
told Mr. Stanley that Mullin jumped on the 
hood and then the car took off.

And, continued the ruling, this point is 
signifi cant because Mr. Richardson success-
fully argued that Mullin’s action showed a 
reckless disregard for the safety of others.

“This reckless disregard was an essential 
component of the charged offenses,” stated 
the DCA opinion.

The opinion also pointed out that Mr. 
Gomez testifi ed that the man rolled off 
and jumped off the hood of the car before 
impact. When queried by Mr. Stanley, Mr. 

Gomez said Mullin rolled off the hood be-
fore the stop sign and that, at the time “... 
he was pretty close and probably one car 
length away.”

Because of that testimony, and the un-
refuted testimony from the accident recon-
struction expert that Mr. Gehle was still ac-
celerating when he went through the stop 
sign, there is some support to the defense’s 
theory “... that Mr. Gehle was the aggressor 
and not acting out of panic or fear due to the 
defendant’s jumping on the hood,” penned 
the justices.

According to testimony Mr. Gehle went 
to his wife’s home to pick up his daughter, 
Catelyn. The Gehles had been separated for 
two years and Mrs. Gehle was now living 
with Mullin. Testimony also indicated that 
Mullin and Mrs. Gehle were arguing that 
March 2009 afternoon because he was jeal-
ous of her estranged husband.

The Okeechobee jury heard how Mullin 
tried his best to goad Mr. Gehle into a fi ght 
but when the much larger man would not 
take the bait, Mullin hit him anyway.

Mr. Gehle then picked up his 5-year-old 
daughter and got into his 2004 red Toyota 
and tried to leave his wife’s Oak Park home. 
But, according to testimony, Mullin jumped 
onto the hood of the car and was trying to 
punch Mr. Gehle in the face through the 
open window. After the accident, Mullin 
fl ed the Okeechobee area and was fi nally ar-
rested on June 7, 2009, in Pinellas County as 
he was walking off the charter fi shing boat 
“Quality Time.”

Mullin’s arrest came about due to the 
hard work and persistence of Mr. Gehle’s 
family, who followed the man on the social 
networking site MySpace and tipped off law 
enforcement in Pinellas County of the man’s 
whereabouts.

Because Mr. Richardson successfully ar-
gued that Mullin -- with his 10 prior felony 
convictions -- should be classifi ed as a ha-
bitual felony offender Mullin was sentenced 
to 30 years in prison. Without that classifi ca-
tion, he would only have been given a maxi-
mum of 15 years.

He is currently being held in the Gulf Cor-
rectional Institution in Wewahitchka.

A date for the new trial has not been set.
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CENTERSTATE BANK LIFE’S A BREEZE® SWEEPSTAKES ABBREVIATED RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Void outside FL and 
where prohibited. Open to legal U.S. residents, 18 years of age and older, who hold a valid Florida driver’s license. Begins 12:00:00 AM 
ET on 1/2/12; ends 6:00:00 PM ET on 6/29/12. To enter, visit a CenterState Bank location and fill out an official entry form. Grand Prize: 
One (1) Grand Prize: a 2012 Ford® Mustang® Convertible, ARV: $36,900. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries 
received. Limit one (1) entry per person. For complete rules and eligibility requirements, visit www.centerstatebank.com. Sponsor/
Operator: CenterState Bank of Florida, N.A.

“THREE FREE” MAKE THE SWITCH INCENTIVE: Void outside FL and where prohibited. Open to legal U.S. residents, 18 years of age 
and older. Begins 12:00:00 AM ET on 1/2/12; ends 6:00:00 PM ET on 6/29/12. To receive “Make the Switch” incentives of free gift, free 
checking, and free debit card, visit a CenterState Bank or Valrico State Bank location and open a qualified account. Qualified account 
is a non-interest bearing account (annual percentage yield – 0%). $50 minimum balance required to obtain free gift, free checking, and 
free debit card. The “Three Free” incentive is not part of the “Life’s a Breeze Sweepstakes.”

Government-issued photo ID may be required and additional account approval requirements may be imposed; see full details at www.
centerstatebank.com Copyright © 2012 CenterState Bank. All rights reserved. Mustang® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor 
Corporation, which is not a sponsor of or affiliated with this sweepstakes. Photo courtesy of Ford Motor Corporation LLC. Used with 
permission, Ford Media Archives.

CenterStateBank.com

We Believe In You.

Breeze on over to WIN a Mustang!
Breeze on over for better banking.

Drop by your local CenterState Bank office
and enter our Life’s A Breeze Sweepstakes.

You could win a 2012 Mustang Convertible!

Enter our
Life’s A

Contest

Equal Housing Lender

THE

Get a free gift, free checking, free debit 
card and more. Call, click or visit and 

learn more about our “Three Free” Make The Switch offer!

Get Three FREE—

Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Fri., Feb. 10TH - 
Thurs., Feb. 16TH

For Info, Call 763-7202

III: “JOURNEY MYSTERIOUS ISLAND”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG

THEATRE II: “JOYFUL NOISE”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG-13

THEATRE I: “HUGO”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00, Sat., Sun., & 

Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00, Mon. 3:00
“MAN ON A LEDGE”

Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 9:00, Sat., Sun., & 
Wed. 9:00, Mon. 7:00

PG

PG-13
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4th DCA rules Mullin 
will get new trial

James P.
Mullin
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Open 
Evenings

Emergencies
Welcome 

All Insurance Welcome

FREE
Digital X-Ray &
Consultation or
Second Opinion

NEW

DENTURES

$
359

from

(D7140) (D5110) (D5120)
Exp.

2/29/12Exp. 2/29/12

(D6010)

FROM

ea.
(D9310) (D0330)

DENTAL IMPLANTS

$
499

IMPLANTOLOGY IS NOT A RECOGNIZED SPECIALTY BY THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION AND FLORIDA BOARD OF DENTISTRY. NEW TREATMENT PROGRAM ONLY. THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE OR PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT

OR BE REIMBURSED FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATEMENT WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED OR REDUCED FEE, SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. 

Simple Extractions 

Start at $25.00

Okeechobee 

Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.
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February 6 & 7, 2012

Cows                          Monday   Tuesday
Breaking             74.00        93.00
Cutter                                  66.00     76.00

Bulls
1000-1500                           92.00  96.00
1500-2000                          90.00  99.00

                                      Monday     Tuesday
Calves                                    501  815
Cows                                       92  373
Steers                                       12      3
Heifers                                       4    12
Bulls                                         17    36
Yearlings                                  54      28
Mix                                           14    46
Total                                       794       1313

Med #1     Steers        Heifers
200-250        225-260 200-230
250-300  215-240 185-215
300-350 205-235 160-195
350-400 200-232 150-175
400-450 170-202 145-167
450-500 162-192 140-162
550-600 152-170 140-151
600-650 150-163 139-150

Med #2  Steers       Heifers
200-250 185-215 155-185
250-300 180-210 150-180
300-350  170-200 135-155
350-400  150-190 127-147
400-450  140-162 125-143

Whenever there is a shortage of some-
thing that people want, generally, that some-
thing is going to cost considerably more! 
Such is the case with beef. Lowest cattle 
inventory since 1952. Actually, most cattle 
producing countries have lower invento-
ries. More worldwide demand for beef has 
caused prices to reach an entirely different 
level. Let’s hope this cycle is here to stay and 
all sectors are able to make a profi t to keep 
it going! Cows and bulls were $1-3 higher. 
Calves were higher—again by $2. Syble 
Laye, Avon Park, topped the calf market 
with a high of $2.75, bought by For Reyn-
olds. Carrier/Bandi, Okeechobee, topped 
the cow market with a high of $93, bought 
by Central Beef. Our new email address: 
Livestockmarket@centurylink.net. Tune in 
to our website: okeechobeelivestockmarket.
com. Facebook: Okeechobee lifestock mar-
ket. Call us at 863-763-3127.

See ya next week,
Todd

Okeechobee Livestock Market Report

Special to the Okeechobee News/Farm Bureau

YR&R Scholarship awards
The Okeechobee County Farm Bureau YF&R Scholarship Program Awarded 
eight $25 awards to the Okeechobee County Science Fair for the projects 
that showed outstanding interest in Animal and Plant Science. The winners 
(some not pictured) included: Jacqueline Pharres, Ryan Daniel, Peyton 
Furse, Kayla Orr, Rafe Fisher, David Blount, Bailey Kirton, Courtney Kessner. 
On the far right is Women’s Committee and Board member Audra Colgan.

Funds available for seniors 
to help with electric bills

Okeechobee Senior Services is currently 
taking applications for the EHEAP grant. You 
must be sixty or over or have someone in 
the household sixty and over. This grant will 
pay for electric bills and space heaters. You 
must have a Final Notice. Call Sheila at 863-
462-5180 to fi nd out the documentation you 
will have to apply.
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*All invoices must be paid in full to be eligible, promotion applies to residential customers only. Valid
December 1, 2011 ~ November 30, 2012

*Winners will be announced in the Okeechobee News. Call for additional details.

Bonnie Sweazey Kimsey and Lex Kimsey will 
celebrate 50 years of marriage this week.  
The Kimseys were married in Ft. Lauderdale, 

FL., on February 15, 1962. Their children are Lex 
and Melody Kimsey of Okeechobee, Brian and 
Lori Kimsey of Margate, FL, and Lisa and Anderson 
Passman of Rogers, AR; they have seven grandchil-
dren;  and six great-grandchildren. Lex is retired 
from Florida Power and Light. They are members 
of Oakview Baptist Church. They are enjoying 
their retirement by bowling, hunting, fishing, and 
traveling. They reside in the Buckhead Ridge area 
of Okeechobee. We love you Nanny and Pop!  

LEX KIMSEY

ANNIVERSARY

BONNIE &

Do-it-yourself publishing at Newszap.com

Wedding, engagement, birth, 
graduation, birthday

and anniversary
announcements 

in print and online! 

Publish your community news 
item or press release.

Get 100 words and one photo 
for only $25

Visit www.newszap.com, click on 
your community, and then on the link

for Publish Your News
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Special to the Okeechobee News/EES

Everglades Students of the Week
Everglades Elementary students achieving excellence in the classroom for 
the week of Feb. 8-10 include: kindergarten, Zion Mitchell, Gillian Gerber, 
Yazmin Urvina, Iris Moncada, Anaya Gomez; fi rst graders, Shaun Martinez, 
Daniela Sontay-Perez, Kayden Carnley, Hannah Bernard, Ryan Sanchez, Se-
bastian Hodges; second graders, Brennen Sell, Maria Hernandez, Itzabelly 
Meza, Teresa Ramirez-Garcia, Westyn Boone; third graders, Tara Wilcox, 
Ashley Brown, Mario Castaneda, Jolene Sutton, Alehandro Aguilera, Jace 
Selph; fourth graders, Yuri Hernandez, Bianca Fulks, Jose Santibanez, Bran-
don Mowat, Diana Rivera; fi fth graders, Herberto Gutierrez, Brittany Black-
stone, Perla Contreras, Mariah Wooten, Patty Fussell. Congratulations to our 
many outstanding students.

Special to the Okeechobee News/SEM

Seminole Students of the Week
Seminole Elementary would like to congratulate their Students of the week 
for the week of Feb. 3: Jaden Arnold, Mekhia Ward, Kyle Barrett, Mariah 
Spells, Jorge Garcia, Salvador Ventura, Emily Granados, Leslie Gomez, 
Raquel Tijerina, Rafe Sexton, Diosili Martinez, Miganella Ernest, Dylan 
Boully, Foy Cunningham, Marc Rediker, Martin Mederos, Adryauna Baker, 
Daniel Duran, Erik Roman, Monroe Lucky, Patricia Leon, Jaysha Marshall, 
Alize Speed, Mikey Bobrowski, Ricky Tijerina, Iris Celestino, Bryan Pinon 
and Joel Treadway.
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1796 Hwy 441 North Okeechobee, FL 34972 • (863) 763-2151 • RaulersonHospital.com
For a Free Physician Referral & Healthcare Questions, Call 1-800-449-8642

Surgical Services Available Include:

Everyday highly skilled surgeons and our professional 
surgical services nursing staff perform many elective, as well 
as, medically necessary procedures to treat the health needs 
of our patients, who are your friends and neighbors. These 
procedures provide a dramatically improved quality of life 
for our patients.

Many of these procedures 
are laparoscopic, resulting in less scarring and a quicker return to 
normalcy, like the laparoscopic hysterectomy performed by Board 
Certified Gynecologist Dr. James Bradfield, who has more than 
thirty years experience in his field.

Visit our website RaulersonHospital.com for more information about the surgical services offered at Raulerson Hospital.

• Colon/Rectal Surgery
• Ear Nose & Throat Surgery
• Endoscopic Surgery 
• General Surgery

• Gynecology
• Orthopedic
• Podiatry
• Stereotactic Breast Surgery 

• TIF (for chronic heartburn)
• Vascular Surgery
•  Urology  (including InterStim for 

bladder/bowel incontinence)
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COPD is a common diagnosis 
in Okeechobee County

(COPD) is a common diagnosis in our 
area. COPD makes it diffi cult to push air out 
of the lungs. The oxygen-poor air will build 
up. If the lungs are fi lled with this air, there is 
no room for fresh, oxygen-rich air. 

COPD includes: 
• Emphysema —air sacs of lungs are 

damaged; and,
• Chronic bronchitis —disorder of the 

large airways of lungs.
The changes to lung tissue differ with the 

two diseases. 
COPD may develop due to: cigarette 

smoking, inhaling toxins or other irritants, or 
genetic predisposition. Factors that increase 
your chance of developing COPD include: 
smoking cigarettes, long-term exposure to 
second-hand or passive smoke, having fam-
ily members with COPD, exposure to pollut-
ants, having a history of frequent childhood 
lung infections, and being age 50 or older. 

Early symptoms of COPD include: cough-
ing in the morning, coughing up clear spu-
tum (mucus from deep in the lungs), wheez-
ing and shortness of breath with activity. 

As the disease progresses, symptoms 
may include: increased shortness of breath, 
a choking sensation when lying fl at, fatigue, 
trouble concentrating, heart problems, 
weight loss, breathing through pursed lips 
and more frequent fl are-ups (periods of 
more severe symptoms). 

Your physician will ask you questions 
about your symptoms and medical history. 
A physical exam will be done and tests may 
include: CT scan, chest x-ray, blood tests and 
lung-function tests; all of which are available 
at Raulerson Hospital. 

Since there is no treatment to cure 
COPD, the focus aims to ease symptoms 
and improve quality of life. Some of these 
treatments include: smoking cessation, en-
vironmental management of the toxins you 
are exposed to, medications to open, relax, 
decrease infl ammation, thin secretions and 
treat infections of the lungs. Taking the fl u 
and pneumonia vaccines may reduce fl are 
ups of COPD. Good nutrition, receiving oxy-
gen, exercising and practicing breathing and 
coughing techniques can also help treat 
COPD.

Raulerson Hospital’s Cardiopulmonary 
Department is staffed by respiratory care 
practitioners, who are state licensed and 
work to evaluate, treat and care for patients 
with cardiac and pulmonary disorders. They 
work with patients of all ages and are quali-
fi ed to perform intensive and critical care 
procedures. Respiratory care practitioners 
are part of the life-saving response team that 
act on patient emergencies.

These same professional Respiratory 
Therapists are hosting a free monthly Better 
Breathers support group for those suffer-
ing from COPD. Raulerson Hospital’s Bet-
ter Breathers Support Group offers the op-
portunity to learn ways to better cope with 
COPD while getting the support of others 

who share in the struggles. The meetings 
will feature educational presentations on a 
wide range of relevant topics and tools, in-
cluding:

• How COPD affects the lungs;
• Breathing techniques; 
• Exercise; 
• Talking with your physician; 
• Medications and other treatment op-

tions; 

• Medical tests; 
• Supplemental oxygen; and, 
• Home health care.
To register for the free Better Breathers 

Class held on the fi rst Wednesday of each 
month at 5 p.m. in Raulerson Hospital’s 
In-Service Classroom, please call 863-824-
2702. For a free physician referral call 863-
763-9228.
This article was provided by Raulerson Hospital.

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease makes it hard to breathe

Special to the Okeechobee News/Raulerson Hospital
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$77
Limited Time Offer

with your new FREE Checking 
account or On-The-Go 

Mobile Banking account1 

Direct Deposit required.

www.midfl orida.com

Federally insured by NCUA.

It
pays

to
bank
with

OKEECHOBEE   3261 U.S. Hwy. 441 S.

(866) 913-3733
Habla Español  (877) 834-6376

No tricks, no angles, no hidden 

fees – just a checking account 

that offers you everything 

you need – FOR FREE!

•   No minimum balance requirement

•   Free Debit Card

•   Free Debit Card Rewards

•   Free eStatement and more!

Free 
Checking

Mobile Banking
On-The-Go

PLUS! Get a free 
photo debit card 
with your new 
checking account.3

A $5 minimum savings account is required for membership with 

 MIDFLORIDA. Credit approval required.  1. Off er valid as of December 1, 2011 and may 

be cancelled without notice. To qualify for the $77 cash incentive, you must open a checking account of any type 

except Freedom Banking. Opening deposit requirements vary by checking account type. Anyone who has held a checking account with 

MIDFLORIDA in the past will not qualify for the $77 incentive. To get $77 incentive you must sign up for direct deposit (minimum $500) which must post to account within 

30 days of account opening for all accounts except RT4T.  RT4T accounts will require fi ve transactions (deposits/withdrawals, etc.) within 30 days to qualify for incentive.  

$77 will be deposited to account once you have met the account requirement.  2. For the account to qualify as On-The-Go Mobile Banking, you must  accept and open 

 online banking, eStatement, eNotice and a debit card and requires mobile banking access using an iPhone or Android phone. To receive the $2 per month incentive, you 

must complete at least 10 debit card purchase transactions. ATM transactions will not apply.  3. Free photo debit card not available with new Freedom Banking accounts.

•  No minimum opening deposit

•  Free Photo Debit Card

•  Free Mobile Banking 

•  Free eStatement

•  Minimum 10 debit card 
transactions to earn $2

An account geared for those who 
live with nothing but a few cards in their 

pocket and a smartphone within reach at all times.  

         iPhone or Android 
smartphone required.

•   Free Online Banking 
with Online Bill Payment

$2We’ll 
pay YOU 

each 
month.2
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Submitted Photo/OCSO

The Joy of Reading
Several members of the Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Offi ce (OCSO) recently 
participated in the Joy of Reading Celebration at Central Elementary School. 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, Central reading coach Sherion Jennings presented a 
certifi cate to Sheriff Paul May and those who took part in that reading pro-
gram: (left to right, front) Joan Johnson and Mrs. Jennings; (left to right, 
back) Major Noel Stephen, Ronda Butler, Mariah Anuez and Shirley Till.

Special to the Okeechobee News/SES

South Elementary School honors
Students of the Week
Congratulations to the Students of the Week for Feb. 6-10, at South Elemen-
tary School. They are: Arielle Trimnal, Emily Wilson, Ryan Arnold, Mason 
Boney, Kelly Galletto, Blanca Hernandez, Faith Colon, Latt Durrance, Madi-
son Jewell, Christian Vega, Nathan Wilson, Vanessa Gomez, Jasmine Vick-
ers, Omar Soto, Derek Rucks, Laura Sanchez, Jonathan Garcia, Joseph Ri-
vera, and Lucas Clay.

OCRA baseball/softball signups have one more Saturday
OCRA signups will be held the Saturday, Feb. 18, from 9 a.m.–3 p.m. at the score 

tower at the sports complex. Boys ages 4 thru 14 and girls ages 4 thru 15 are eligible to 
sign up. You will need to bring a COPY of the child’s birth certifi cate and a $60 registra-
tion fee. Please sign up early as OCRA is expecting a larger number of children than last 
year. The enrollment will be closed after the last sign up day. Any child signing up after 
that last Saturday, will be placed on a waiting list. For questions, call 863-634-0515.
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Education Foundation 
Mini-Grant Awards

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
The Okeechobee Education Foundation handed out 54 grants that total 
$23,500 to local teachers at a special ceremony on Jan. 29. The Kiwanis 
Club/Dick and Marge Blair Memorial Elementary Math Mini Grant was one 
of the grants awarded. Left to right are: (back row) Greg Thogersen Donor, 
Russ Brown of the Foundation Board, Jennifer Marquis, Stella Fulleda, Mar-
ge Merrill, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Blair, Kathy Jo Walpole, Emily Streel-
man, Rachel Jones and Ashley Davis, (front row) Kelly Owens-Foundation, 
Rickki Blair, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Blair, Shelly Sickels, Megan William-
son and Teresa Chandler-donor.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
The Rotary Club of Okeechobee Mini grant was awarded Jan. 29. Left to 
right are: (back row) Kristy Crawford, donor, Tabitha Trent, donor and Foun-
dation Board member, Judy Reed, Debbie Raulerson, Pat McCoy for Alicia 
Walker, Karen VanBeek, Rachel Jones and Jim Benton-donor.

Foster parents needed - Free training program available
Hibiscus Children’s Center Foster Care Program recruits, trains and licenses all the 

traditional Foster Parents in St. Lucie, Martin and Indian River and Okeechobee Counties. 

The required 30 hour (MAPP) classes are held one evening a week or on Saturdays and 

are free. There is a tremendous need for loving and nurturing Foster Parents in all four 

counties on the Treasure Coast. For additional information about becoming a Foster Par-

ent or to register for a class please call: 1-800-403-9311 ext. 415.
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Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave.

• 20+/-ACRES NW 72nd Ave. **Not buildable** Seller is open to offers. $40,000  MLS #205495 • FORECLOSURE 20+/-acres located 
in a rural area of NW Okeechobee County. Pasture land suitable for cattle/agriculture. **Not Buildable** $38,000 MLS #205578 • 
50.4+/-acres SR 710 MLS #204068 • Blue Heron Lot S.E. 14t CT. $20,900 MLS #205527 • Basswood Lot NW 33rd Ave $6,000 or 
better offer. MLS #205239

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553 • Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144 
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069 • Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla Español

1001-H: Oak Tree Place 
In town condominium 
conveniently close to 
everything. Porch just 
off the kitchen area. 
Seller very motivated to 
sell. Unit #10-G Make 
offer! $52,000 NOW 
$39,000 MLS #203425

REDUCED 5000-H: Foreclosure 
Indian Hammock freshly 
painted Two story 2 Bed-
room 2 Bath on 3.74+/-
acres. Home has been 
remodeled.. stairs,  oors, 
and new appliances. large 
 replace. $144,900 NOW 
$131,900 MLS # 205524

3005-M: Treasure Island 
2BR/2BA MH completely 
furnished. Roof is approx 
5 yrs old, new front porch 
with decorative stone, 
Living sq ft. 1,248, car-
port with shed. Well taken 
care of over the yrs. 
$63,900 MLS #205608. 

4004-M: Buckhead 
Ridge waterfront 2BR/
2.5BA with additions. 
Lg FL rm, screened rm, 
workshop, boat lift, dou-
ble carport on a large 
corner lot with water on 
two sides. $85,000 MLS 
#205528

5002-H: Larodo Shores 
Lg 3BR/3BA plus extra 
room for of  ce on the 
Rim Canal with Lake ac-
cess (3,088 Living sq ft.). 
Too much to list call for 
further info. Short Sale. 
$175,000 MLS # 205575

7003-C: Opportunity 
to be your own boss! 
Lucky Gator Arcade 
(Business Only). Lucky 
Gator Arcade $200,000 
with 59 games OR 
$75,000 with just the 
business and machine 
lease. MLS # 205522 

REDUCED

NEW LISTING LAKE ACCESS

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

863-824-0655
fax: 863-824-0657 • e-Fax: 561-828-0717 • email: arubadoug2fl@aol.com

US Highway 441 South, Suite 3543 • Okeechobee

Douglas O. Scholten, CPA

Come Experience
AMERICA’S FASTEST REFUNDS
and Our 40+ Years Preparing 

Tax Returns

GRAND OPENING!

Send a 

frie
nd, 

get $50!

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com

Owned & Operated by 
John Ed Burdeshaw 

LAKE OKEECHOBEE
TITLE

863-763-3749
608 N W PARK STREET

For All Your Real

Estate Closing Needs

Supplement to the Okeechobee News • January 27, 2012 • Also Available Online at newszap.com
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Friday, October 28, 2011

Supplement to the

2011-2012 MEDICAL

Supplement to the Okeechobee News, August 17, 2011DDrr.. FFrreedd Brroowwnn CChhiillddreenn’’ss Healltthh CCeentteerr

2001155 HHwyy 44411 Noorrth,, OOkeeeecchoobeee,, FFLL •• 886633--776633--1995511

FFlloorriiddaa CCoommmmuunniittyy HHeeaalltthh CCeenntteerrss,, IInncc.. 

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, pplleeaassee vviissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..ffcchhcciinncc..oorrggCall to schedule your appointment today!

See
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for an

eye
exam

Featuring:

� Superintendent Letter

� Calendar

� School Bus Schedule

� Report Card Schedule 

� School Listings
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Advertising Sponsor

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Community Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Merchant: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1
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The following incidents were re-
ported last week.

Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce:

ASSAULTS
• 900 block of N.W. 23rd Lane
• 200 block of U.S. 441 S.E.
• 3000 block of N.W. Eighth Terrace
• 6000 block of N.E. Fifth St.
• 2700 block of U.S. 441 S.

BURGLARIES
• 7900 block of S.R. 78 W.
• 500 block of N.W. Fourth St.
• 2000 block of Center St.
• 200 block of S.E. 37th Court
• 4000 block of S.E. 21st Court
• 4100 block of U.S. 441 S.E.
• 2300 block of S.W. 28th St.
• 1600 block of N.W. Fourth St.
• 3600 block of N.W. Fourth St.

THEFTS
• 9000 block of S.E. 63rd Drive (identity)

• 1900 block of S.W. 53rd St. (culvert)
• 4000 block of S.E. 29th Court (money)
• 1800 block of S.W. Third Lane (iden-

tity)
• 29000 block of N.W. 72nd Ave. (live-

stock)
• 9000 block of S.E. 66th Drive (utility 

trailer)
• 330 block of S.E. 33rd Terrace (fi re-

arm)
• 6500 block of Center St. (electronic 

game system)
• 2300 block of S.R. 70 W. (money)

VANDALISM
• 2200 block of S.E. 40th Ave.
• 3000 block of N.W. 18th Ave.

Okeechobee City Police Depart-
ment:

SEXUAL BATTERY
• S.W. Ninth St.

Investigations

The following individuals were ar-
rested on felony or driving under 
the infl uence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) or the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC).

• William M. Clark, 81, S.E. 33rd Terrace, 
Okeechobee, was arrested Feb. 6 by Deputy 
Mark Margerum on a Brevard County war-
rant charging him with lewd or lascivious 
molestation victim under 12 years of age. He 
is being held without bond.

• Jason Anthony Dysinger, 30, U.S. 441 
S.E., Okeechobee, was arrested Feb. 9 by 
Deputy Max Waldron on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with the 
felony of possession of a controlled sub-

stance (oxycodone), and the misdemeanors 
of driving under the infl uence and driving 
while license suspended. His bond was set 
at $7,250.

• Paul Warren Cox, 31, N.W. Seventh St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Feb. 9 by Deputy 
DeMarcus Dixon on Okeechobee County 
warrants charging him with the felony of 
burglary of a conveyance, and the misde-
meanors of petit theft and failure to appear 
- loitering and prowling. His total bond was 
set at $5,500. 

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or 
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report

Okeechobee Amateur Radio Club to meet on Monday
The Okeechobee Amateur Radio Club will hold it’s next meeting on Monday, Feb. 

13, at the Red Cross Classroom 323 North Parrott Ave., beginning at 7 p.m. All members 
are urged to attend and anyone in the Okeechobee area who has an interest in learning 
more about Amateur Radio is welcomed at all meetings. Remember, When all else fails, 
HAM RADIO WORKS.
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Located Behind The White House Plaza

1126 S. Parrott Ave • (863) 763-6000

Lori Mixon
863 634-1457( (

LMixon@MixonGroup.com

www.MixonGroup.com

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

BUYERS ONLY
REALTY CO.

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee, FL 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!

11.5 +/- ACRES OF LIGHT

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY

With frontage on 
Hwy 441 North.

$249,000. 
Call Bryan Holden

(863) 634-5792

104 NW 7th Ave. 

Okeechobee

863-763-4010

or 

888-874-2945

ffxvÉÇw àÉ aÉÇx
Service
Integrity 

Experience

Lic. RE Broker

Auctioneer # AU2579.

Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.
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The following persons 
are on Okeechobee’s Most 
Wanted list. There are an 
active warrants for these 
persons. The criteria for 
making Okeechobee’s 
Most Wanted list is based 
on the severity of the crime 
in conjunction with the age 
of the warrant.

• Johnny Lynn Bras-
well, 30, is a white male with brown hair 
and blue eyes. He is 5 feet, 10 inches and 
weighs 175 lbs. He is wanted for violation of 
probation – Possession controlled substance 
with intent to distribute.

• Michael Allen, 27 is a white male with 
brown hair and brown eyes. He is 5 feet 7 
inches tall and weighs 150 lbs. He is wanted 
for violation of probation on charges of pos-
session of marijuana - less than 20 grams, 
possession of drug paraphernalia. (He was 
previously listed on the Okeechobee Most 

Wanted as “Michael Allen 
White.” This was an error.)

• Jennifer Lynn Herb-
st, age 35, is a white female 
with brown hair and hazel 
eyes. She is 5 feet 7 inches 
tall and weighs 135 lbs. She 
is wanted for violation of 
probation – Possession of 
controlled substance with 
intent to distribute.

If you have any infor-
mation on the where-
abouts of this man, you 
can call the Treasure 
Coast Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-273-TIPS (8477). 
If you call, you have 
the option of remaining 
anonymous. You can 
also receive a reward if 
the information results 
in an arrest.

Okeechobee’s Most Wanted

Johnny
Braswell

Michael
Allen

Jenniver
Herbst

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Two local deputies, responding to home 
where a man was unconscious and had no 
pulse, together performed CPR and had the 
man breathing again by the time paramed-
ics arrived.

A report by Detective Mark Shireman, 
of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (OCSO), indicated that when Deputy 
Sergeant Shannon Peterson and Deputy 
Matthew Hurst arrived at the Okeechobee 
home the man was on an air mattress in a 
bedroom.

A woman in the home was administering 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation but the man 
was not responding.

Deputy Hurst stated in his report that the 

31-year-old man was not breathing, and that 
he and Sgt. Peterson could not fi nd a pulse. 
Deputy Hurst began chest compressions 
while Sgt. Peterson gave rescue breaths.

Emergency medical personnel from the 
Okeechobee County Fire/Rescue arrived a 
few minutes later. By the time the man was 
placed in the ambulance he had a pulse and 
was breathing on his own.

Detective Shireman’s report said the man 
was taken to Raulerson Hospital and later 
transferred to Lawnwood Regional Medi-
cal Center in Fort Pierce. The detective’s re-
port goes on to state that the man has been 
placed on life support and, according to doc-
tors, apparently suffered a heart attack.

The report stated that the man is not from 
Okeechobee, and was here visiting friends.

Deputies team up to 
revive unconscious man

American Red Cross offers health and safety classes
The Okeechobee County Branch offi ce of the American Red Cross, 323 N. Parrott 

Avenue, will offer the following fi rst aid and CPR courses in February. To register for a 

class or fi nd a class in your area, call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit redcross.org/takeaclass. 

Advance Registration Required. Courses, times and locations subject to change.
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Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Garage/
Yard Sales

3116 SE 34th Court
Friday 17 and 
Saturday 18

8:00 am till 4:00 pm
Lot’s of Household 

Items and miscellaneous

Fishing Tackle 
50 Year Collection of 

Fresh Water and 
Salt Water Lures, 

Reels & Rods. 
Antique Reels, Lures 

and etc. Reels and 
Rods for Shiner Fish-
ing. Crappie Rods, 

Reels and Jigs. Bass 
Casting and Spinning 

Rods and Reels. 
Don’t Miss this Huge 

Fishing Tackle Yard Sale 
Friday Feb. 17 and 
Saturday Feb. 18.

8:00 AM Till 2:00 PM
Buckhead Ridge 

Marina
2199 Hunter Road

Garage/
Yard Sales

KISSIMMEE RIVER 
SHORE - 24 Country 
Road, Lorida, 
Feb.11&12, 9am-6pm, 
community sale, HH, 
knickknacks, tools, fi sh-
ing, toys, etc. Take 98 
to 721, follow  the 
signs. 763-3551.

OKEECHOBEE - 13801 
Hwy 441 SE, Sunday 
Feb 12, 9-3. Multi-fami-
ly Rummage Sale in the 
Clubhouse at Blue Cy-
press. Something for 
eyeryone. Breakfast 
available.

RIVER ACRES
LARGE ANNUAL 

COMMUNITY YARD AND 
GARAGE SALE. 

THUR. 16TH AND 
FRI. 17TH,8-4

HOUSEHOLD,FISHING, 
TOOLS,ANTIQUES,AND 

MUCH MORE.
98 N. TO 144TH TRAIL 

SIGNS POSTED

Services

Ann’s Affordable
Cleaing Service

Give yourself more 
“me” Time,and let me 

take care of your 
housekeeping for you. 
 Great References. 

15 yrs. exp. 
Call@863-801-3296

License#10812

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

New Horizons 
of the TC 

is hiring for a Licensed 
Mental Health Practition-
er for our Okeechobee 
Offi ce. For more infor-
mation and to apply on-
line: www.nhtcinc.org

EOE/DFWP

Employment
Full Time

DIESEL TECHNICIAN

269 NW 9th St. • Okeechobee

Walpole, Inc. is currently 
seeking an experienced 

Diesal Technician for our 
Okeechobee terminal.

APPLY IN PERSON

(863) 763-5593

EOE/DFWP

Now Hiring!
 Applebee’s is now 

hiring for our 
new location in 
Okeechobee, FL

New Location -New 
Opportunity

Hiring all positions!
Please stop by 

Mon. - Saturday 
From 9am to 5pm at 
the store located at: 
1210 Hwy 70 East,

Okeechobee,Fl
In front of the 
Hampton Inn

R&D Maintenance is 
accepting applications 
for a Heavy Equipment 
Operator. Work includes 
running loaders, exca-
vators, skidsters. Must 
be at least 18 years old, 
have a valid driver’s li-
cense, CDL preferred 
and pass pre-employ-
ment drug screen.  Also 
must have certifi cations 
in training for heavy 
equipment. Competitive 
salary and benefi t pack-
age. Apply in person 
475 Ridgelawn Road. 
Clewiston, FL 33440  
EEO Employer

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

The South Florida Water Management District is a 
regional governmental agency that oversees the water 
resources in the southern half of the state, covering 16 
counties from Orlando to the Florida Keys and serving a 
population of 7.5 million residents. We currently have an 

opening at our Clewiston Field Station location:

OMC PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISOR
This position will assist with managing the physical, fi s-
cal, and human resources of the Trades Support Me-
chanical/Hydraulic unit of the Clewiston Field Station. 
Supervise water resource operations and maintenance 
program efforts including coordination, implementation, 
tracking and communication of comprehensive program 
and project objectives, milestones and schedules. Su-
pervises Diesel Engine Specialist, Millwright, Electronics 
I/C and Industrial Electrician personnel. Incumbent 
works with both the superintendent and assistant super-
intendent to ensure staff’s readiness to respond and 
support the fi eld station’s emergency management op-
erations. This includes addressing all regional issues/ 
concerns specifi c to a fi eld station location. Provides di-
rect input to the emergency management operations 
procedures used by all fi eld stations. Conduct inter-
views, train, motivate, assign and evaluate work. Pro-
vide technical and programmatic coordination and 
interaction with other District units, government agen-
cies, and the public. Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering or 
related fi eld is preferred and six (6) plus years experi-
ence in the operation and maintenance of water man-
agement works or related fi eld including at least two (2) 
years supervisory experience. Certifi cations in Mechani-
cal and/or Hydraulic fi eld(s) preferred. Valid State of 
Florida Driver’s License is required. Due to the District’s 
response role and in the total scope of emergency man-
agement, this position may at times, be required to pro-
vide support before, during and after major storm 
events and emergency situations, such as hurricanes or 
other declared emergencies, depending on assigned 
emergency response role.

To Apply/Learn More About
The South Florida Water Management District

Please visit our website at www.sfwmd.gov. 

Click on careers. Scroll to Find Search and
Apply and click on Search Openings. In the

 keyword search window insert job # 753BR.  

The South Florida Water Management District
is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Medical

Immediate openings:

To complete an online 

application, please visit

www.raulersonhospital.com

or you may come to 

Human Resources, 

Raulerson Hospital,

96 Hwy. 441 N, Okeechobee, FL

• Housekeeper: PRN

• Security Guard: F/T

• RNs: F/T, P/T, PRN

• Pharmacist: PRN

• Ultrasound Tech: F/T, PRN

• Occupational Therapist: PRN

• Occupational Therapy 

Assistant: PRN

We offer competitive wages 
& excellent benefits

Employment
Medical
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Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boating

NEED PONTOON BOAT 
MOVED? We will move 
boats from ground or 
water for a small 
charge. (561) 262-1390

Insurance

Life, Health, Accident, 
Disability, Critical Ill-
ness Insurance cov-
erage: Request a 
Quote, Contact: Jes-
sie Vasquez, Sr. In-
dependent Agent,

Visit website and re-
quest quote: 
w w w . a l e a p i n s u -
r a n c e . c o m , 
Group/Ind iv idua l 
coverage 

Save money! Intro-
duce a Section 125 
Cafeteria plan and 
add Voluntary bene-
fi ts for your employ-
ees, call for a 15min 
get together. 
(863)763-7114 or 
(863)801-9204

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Plumbing

Plumbing and proper-
ty maintenance ser-
vices, gas line 
installation and gas 
leak repairs our spe-
cialty. Gas and elec-
tric water heater and 
appliance replace-
ment.  Forty years 
experience, licensed 
and insured.  
(561)202-7213

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Appliances

Kenmore range stove 
white $249 OBO and 
a over the range mi-
crowave oven white 
$90 OBO in excellent 
conditions. -. 
(305)323-3682 or 
(772)285-7557

Wanted To Buy

380 AMT Stainless 
Steel automatic,Will buy 

$800-$1,000 dollar in 
value. I. Johnson short 

barrel, break back, 
nickel plated 32 Caliber.  

863-697-9616

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm
Miscellaneous

COW HAY
   ROUND BALES 

FOR SALE
$40 Each. 863-634-9111

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

OKEE - Huge, Clean, 
2BR, 2BA, Nice area. 
Inside laundry.  $650. 
month. First & Sec. End 
Unit. Call 772-215-0098

RIVER ACRES, 1/1 Cot-
tage, fully furnished. Incl. 
Priv. Dock, utilities & Dish 
TV. WI FI & local phone 
service. $650 mo. + sec. 
(863) 467-1950

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$550/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

Newly Furnished 2 
bdrm/1bath Townhome 
w/all amenities located 
in Kings Bay. Short or 
Long term rental, also 2 
bdrm/1ba Duplex locat-
ed to Courthouse, Lawn 
and Garbage included 
$450.00 moves you in. 
1st mo. w/1 yr. Lease

Call 863-634-8331

TAYLOR CREEK - 1/1 
Condo unfurnished on 
ground fl oor. Includes 
electric & water. $725 
mo. 2 weeks FREE 
w/security deposit! Call 
863-634-0663.

Houses - Rent

3/1 Very Nice CBS 
House for rent. Good 
Location,$800/mo. 
Call 561-662-4563

Hwy 70 4 miles 
east of town.

BASSWOOD - 4br/2ba, 
1 car garage, all tile, 
split plan, dishwasher, 
W&D Hookup. $1200 
mo.  (561) 307-2502

OKEE 3/1  Updated 
Home, central a/c, 
wood fl ooring, Tiled 
Bathroom, w/d, Well 

Water. $725 mo. 
plus security 

Located by 15-B.   
Call 786-201-0306

On Rim Canal- DBWD 
Mobile Home. 3 
BR/2BA. Lrg. Lot. $800 
plus Elec. $500 sec.   
Lawn care, Water & 
garbage included. Call 
863-697-0214.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

Owner Financing- 3 
bdrm 2 bath house on 1 
acre $3,500.00 down 
$931.42 a month. Call 
Beverley 863-634-2820

Two Story CBS house 
on Canal,3 bedrooms, 2 
full baths, living room 
w/fi re place. 2 frigs, 

washer/dryer, 40 ft Car 
port,Very  Clean. 

$125,000
Call 863-610-0329

Hunting Property

Retired professional 
and Ft. Myers resident 
interested in securing a 
few acres to hunt wild 
turkey in March, 2012. 
Willing to rent/lease 
land by day, week, sea-
son, or year. Also would 
be interested in hunting 
boar and deer. Call 
(239) 849-3369; or 
b l l c u m -
ming@yahoo.com

Lots - Sale

Big “O” RV Park 55+
37’ Travel Supreme 
5th Wheel,2 large 

slides,W/D, many cus-
tom features, Beautiful 
lake lot,cement pavers 
own both for $55,000
Call 716-665-8979

FOR SALE - RESIDEN-
TIAL BUILDING LOT 
CLOSE TO BLUE HER-
RON IN BRENT WOOD 
ESTATES. LOT SIZE IS 
0.65 ACRES HAS 
HOUSE PAD IN PLACE 
TO ACCOMADATE A 
3500 SQ. FT. HOME 
WATER DEPOSIT PAID 
READY TO BUILD ON. 
$45,000 OR O.B.O. 
CALL CARL @ 
863-634-8617

NICE 1/2 ACRE LOTS
FOR SALE 

IN NEW AREA
GREAT FOR 

INVESTMENT
WILL CONSIDER 

OFFERS.
CALL 863-634-7781

RV Lot in Sportsman 
Village, Moore Haven.
55+, Clubhouse, Pool, 

Lots of Activities. 
Beautiful Large Lot. 

$29,995
Call 239-218-6079

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

BHR Waterfront 2bd/ 
1 1/2 bath, accommo-
dates a small family. 
$450 monthly plus 

$300 security 
Call 863-447-1758

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2 BR, 2 BA, 
C/Air. $495 mo. Large 3 
BR, 2 BA, C/Air. $600 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

Lovely Completely 
Remodeled 3bd/2ba

Mobile Home in Country 
Setting. For more info

Call Stan 863-385-2613

Mobile Home Sale

1568 SQ. FT. Dble/wide 
on 4 lots. Kissimmee 

River Estates, 2BR/2BA, 
Fully Furnished. 

$69,500 
Call 765-978-0220

2005 44’x12’ Park 
Model 55+ park, all 

residential appliances 
with W/D., new skirting, 
non-smoker, water fi lter 
system. $6,750 obo Call 

Steve @(863)-634-6705

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Mobile Home Sale

2006 2bd/2ba 
Dble Wide. Fully fur-
nished, sits in 6 corner 

lots, paved circular 
drive, 2 garages. 
Kissimmee River 
Estates. $98,900

Call 863-763-4081

CASABLANCA PARK - 
3BR, 1.5BA, Fully fur-
nished, W/D, screen 
room, Florida room, 
newly remodeled and 
painted. $18,000 OBO 
(219)384-3407

Kissimmee River 
Estates

MH 14x60, w/3 Lots, 
Fully Furnished, Kitchen 

Remodeled w/new 
Appliances, Enclosed Fl. 

Room, 2br/1 1/2 ba.
Asking $44,900

Call 317-491-7821

Mobile Home Single 
Wide with Fl room in 

Pine Ridge Park, beauti-
fully decorated and 

clean, completely fur-
nished.

$14,900 or reasonable 
offer Call 863-467-9433

OKEECHOBEE - 2003 
24’ x 48’ Modular 
Home. 3 BR/2 BA. 
Heat/AC. 8’ x 16’ 
glassed in FL. rm. Like-
new condition. $24,000. 
Ready to move to your 
l o c a t i o n . 
(863) 763-6069.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

Boats For Sale
2 Pontoon Boats w/motor 

and trailer $2,000 each.
6 Fishing Boats w/motor 

and trailers $1,500 to 
$2,500.More Available

Tropical Breeze Marina
863-467-8875

RV Space Rent

RV Lot in Sportsman 
Village, Moore Haven. 
55+, Clubhouse, Pool, 

Lots of Activities. 
Beautiful Large Lot 
$450 Plus Electricity
Call 239-218-6079

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Pickup Trucks

1988 S-10 Pick-up
Runs Good, 5 speed, 

4 cylinder $1,100.
Call 812-989-3022

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

Amendment to Bid Date
Subcontractors Notice of Bid Request

Notice of Intent to Accept Proposals/Bids 
For Construction of

Veteran’s Park Phase IV

Lodge Construction, Inc. the Construction Manager for the named project,  
will be accepting bids for the work related to bid packages and scope as de-
fi ned by the Bid Documents for the project known as Veterans Park Phase 
IV. 

General Scope:
This project consists of the construction of a 6 acre park situated within the 
boundaries of Veterans Park,  Homestead Blvd., Lehigh acres. The park is 
being constructed to include amenities such as a, Cricket Field, Dog park, 
Rest Room Facility, Picnic Shelters, Boundary Fencing, New Parking and 
Roadway Construction, Sidewalks, a Pervious Concrete Maintenance Road-
way, Handball Court and Supporting infrastructure. There will be new boun-
dary Landscape and Irrigation as well as the development of a new 6” well. 
Site lighting will be extended into the new roadway and parking along with 
service to several shelters. New park directories and signage will be included 
within the scope of the project. The playfi eld shall be sprigged and main-
tained throughout the grow-in period.

Time Frame for Starting:
Work is scheduled to commence in April 2012. 

Owner: 
Lee County Board of County Commissioners

Design Representative:
David M. Jones Jr. & Associates
Greg Diserio, RLA
Fort Myers, Fl.

Sealed Bids will be received at the offi ce of 
Lodge Construction, Inc. on the following date and time:

Friday,  March 9th,  2012 @ 3:00 P.M in
accordance with Addendum No.1,.  

Bid Documents:
In order to insure proper communications during bid period, please register 
your contact and company information with Lodge Construction offi ce at 
mike@lodgeconstruction.com and information on plans and specifi cations.  
Bid Documents will be available on Friday, January 27th, 2012. These docu-
ments will be available through Lodge Construction’s FTP Bid site as well as 
Blue Book. Instructions for Downloading Documents from the FTP site can 
be obtained by Contacting:  Mike@Lodgeconstruction.com 

Local Business and Economic Support:
Lodge Construction is actively seeking Local Businesses to participate in the 
bid process. It is the intent of Lodge Construction, Inc. to monitor the 2nd 
round of capital spending. In addition to identifying the bidder as local or 
non-local, the bidder will also be required to identify their participation in 
their 3rd round of capital expenditure and portion thereof, going to local 
businesses. For more information on this subject visit,
www.neweconomics.org. (LM3) Local Multiplier 3 rounds

Disadvantaged Business and WBE minority Business Development:
It is the intent of Lodge Construction, Inc. to track the expressed goals of 
Lee County Board of County Commissioners in the expenditure of capital 
funds as it relates to the businesses who are developing and are part of a 
minority group. The stated goal of this project is to provide a minimum of 
10% revenue based contracts to this section of our economic community 
here in Lee County. Each bidder shall make it their policy to work in good 
faith to seek out and give deference to proposals from these classifi ed Mi-
nority Businesses including DBE and WBE groups. 
409972 ON 2/12,17,19,24,26;3/2/2012

NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN:

Walter Jackson, Jr
Last known address:
1124 NE 16th Ave
Okeechobee, FL

Victor U Ayala
Last known address:
5180 SE 42nd Trce
Okeechobee, FL

Leroy E Felt
Last known address:
16880 NW 38th Ave

Okeechobee, FL

Jennifer L Shaw
Last known address:
2201 SW 28th St #75

Okeechobee, FL

You are hereby notifi ed that your 
eligibility to vote is in question. You 
are required to contact the Super-
visor of Elections, in Okeechobee, 
Florida, no later than thirty (30) 
days after the date of this pub-
lished notice to receive the infor-
mation regarding the basis for your 
potential ineligibility and the proce-
dure to resolve this matter. Failure 
to respond may result in a determi-
nation of ineligibility by the Super-
visor of Elections, and your name 
will be removed from the statewide 
voter registration system. If further 
assistance is needed, please con-
tact the Okeechobee County Super-
visor of Elections.  

Gwen Chandler
Okeechobee County
Supervisor of Elections
304 NW 2nd Street, Room 144
Okeechobee, Florida, 34972
(863) 763-4014
409992 ON 2/12/2012
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Public Notice Public Notice

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds
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863
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BEHIND W & W Lumber

Protect the Health of Your Skin 
with Regular Exams by a

Dermatologist

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

772.778.7782

863.467.9555

www.TCDermatology.com
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Heather Hancock

Cheer!
Representing Edge Cheer Center in the Feb. 5 championship competition 
were Morgan Hancock (fi rst place mini level 2), Ashton Coffey (second place 
junior level 2), Emma Baird (2nd place youth level 1) and Madison Hancock 
(fi rst place junior level 3). Congratulations to all the teams!



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

(561) 747-1232

Improve your appearance, your 
confidence, and your self esteem.
Enhance your breast, flatten your

tummy or shed unwanted fat. Let us
help you look and feel your very best!

• Tummy Tuck
• Breast Augmentation 
• Breast Lift/Reduction
• Endoscopic Brow Lift
• Face Lift
• Nasal Surgery
• Eyelid Surgery
• Liposculpture
• Botox and Fillers

E
m

ory Walker Co., Inc.(863) 763-6742

Serving the Lake Area Since 1966 

A/C and Heating 

at it’s Best! 

License # 

CAC014022

CAC042747

CAC057219

208 SW 5th Ave

Okeechobee, FL

34974
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CLEWISTON—The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) Jacksonville District will 
host a public meeting Thursday, Feb. 16, to 
discuss the scheduled temporary closure of 
the Moore Haven Lock on the Okeechobee 
Waterway from April 2-May 25 during in-
stallation of the Manatee Protection System 
(MPS).

The meeting will be held in the South 
Florida Operations Offi ce conference room, 
525 Ridgelawn Rd., Clewiston, Fla. An open 
house will be held at 6 p.m., followed by a 
formal presentation at 6:30 p.m. Technical 
experts will be available before and after the 
formal presentation to provide information 
and answer questions about the project.

“Work is tentatively scheduled to begin 
April 2 when water levels are lower and will 

take approximately two months to com-
plete, prior to the start of hurricane season,” 
said Al Bruns, USACE project manager. “The 
purpose of this meeting is to provide infor-
mation on the installation process and an-
swer any questions or concerns.” 

No boating traffi c will be allowed to use 
the Moore Haven Lock during the installa-
tion process which consists of dewater-
ing the lock, mounting the MPS to the lock 
gates, testing of the system and re-watering 
the lock. The Manatee Protection System 
has been manufactured and above-ground 
fi xtures have been installed. Work is ex-
pected to take no more than two months to 
complete. 

Installation of the MPS is part of the Man-
atee Pass Gates project, with the primary 
goal of safeguarding Florida’s endangered 
manatees from serious injury or death at 
water control structures and navigation 
locks by modifying these structures with the 
MPS. Using a set of acoustic transmitters and 
receivers, the MPS detects the West Indian 
Manatee and prevents the gates from closing 
and harming the protected animal.

The Manatee Pass Gates project received 
authorization in the Energy and Water De-
velopment Appropriation Act of 1994.The 
project is located in southeast Florida at se-
lected Okeechobee Waterway and Central 
and Southern Florida (C&SF) project navi-
gation locks and water control structures 
located in areas within West Indian mana-
tee habitat. The federal government listed 

the West Indian manatee as an endangered 
species in 1967, and actively began protect-
ing the manatee under the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972 and the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973. To this day, the manatee 
remains on the endangered species list.

The primary goal of the Manatee Pass 
Gates project is to safeguard Florida’s en-
dangered manatees from serious injury or 
death at water control structures and navi-
gation locks by modifying these structures 
with a manatee protection system (MPS). 
This system is designed to detect the West 
Indian manatee and prevent the gates from 
closing and harming the protected animal. 
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, south Florida’s water control structures 

and navigation locks were once the second 
highest cause of human-related manatee 
deaths in the state. The fl ood gates and ca-
nal locks potentially kill manatees by crush-
ing or drowning them.

The MPS consists of a set of acoustic trans-
mitters and receivers that run from the bot-
tom of the gates to the water line. The MPS 
turns on when the gates are approximately 
15 percent from the fully-closed position. If 
the signal between the sensors is interrupted 
by a manatee, the lock gates automatically 
stop. After a programmed delay to allow the 
obstruction to clear, the gates will attempt 
to close again. If the obstruction is clear, 
the gates will close. If the obstruction is still 
present, the gates will stop again.

New gate system on lock would protect manatees

Special to the Okeechobee News/U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
A new gate system would help reduce manatee deaths in the Moore Haven 
locks. Manatees are sometimes crushed or caught underwater and drowned 
when the gates close.

Special to the Okeechobee News/COE 
The West Indian Manatee has been a 
protected species since 1967.
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Pre-Owned Vehicles Under $10k

(877) Go-Gilbert or (863) 763-3154www.GilbertChevrolet.com

SALES:
SERVICE & PARTS

BODY SHOP Closed Sundays

SAVE BIGIN2012To kick off the new year we’ve made saving as easy as 1, 2, 3!

NO
MONEY DOWN
PAYMENTS AVAILABLE

1 NO
PAYMENTS

UNTIL EASTER

30%
APR FINANCING

2

FOR 72 MONTHS

2012 Chevy Cruze

$149 9

2012 Chevy Equinox

$259 11

2012 Chevy Malibu

$179 10

2012 Chevy Traverse

$299 9

2012 Chevy Silverado 1500

$199 39

2002 Ford Econo Cargo Van E-250
Work Van

$3,4959281A

2001 Pontiac Montana Extended
Power Windows/Locks, Power Seats, V6

$4,9951382A

2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse GT
Auto, Power Windows/Locks, Cruise

$4,4951338C

2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser
Auto, Sunroof, Leather

$4,9954956A

2000 Honda Accord EX Sedan
Auto, Leather, V6, Sunroof

$6,4952030A

2008 Chrysler PT Cruiser
Auto, Power Windows/Locks, CD

$9,495U5418

2007 Kia Rio LX 4-door
Auto, 4-Cylinder, Power Windows, Cruise

$8,495U2181

2006 Jeep Liberty Sport 2WD
Auto, V6, Power Windows/Locks, CD

$9,995U8682

(Cruze, Malibu, Traverse) Leases are for 24 months/12,000 miles per year with $1,995 due for Cruze, $1,539 due for Malibu, and $1,749 due for Traverse at signing; plus taxes, tag, and fees. (Equinox and Silverado) 
Leases are for 39 months/10,000 miles per year with $1,995 due at signing; plus taxes, tag, and fees. Offers assume qualified credit. Guaranteed credit approval may require additional down payments.
All incentives and rebates to dealer.  All offers are unique and can’t be used in conjunction with each other. Offers expire 2/29/12. 

Stop by Gilbert Chevrolet to test drive a 
vehicle between Feb. 1st - Feb. 21th and 

receive tickets to the Daytona 500!  Quantity 
is limited, so hurry in today!

Win Tickets to the
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