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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Junior Sarah Davis fi elds a grounder at third base during a re-
cent OHS softball practice. Davis will be counted on as one of 
the team’s main offensive threats this year.

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Most coaches would worry 
about a team that has lost at least 
eight to ten players from last year 
due to graduation and other fac-
tors but not Okeechobee High 
School Softball Coach Christina 
Bragman.

The program has been so 
strong for so long and depth so 
deep, that there is never a need 
to worry too much because OHS 
will again fi eld a strong, albeit in-
experienced team this year.

“I’m very excited. A lot of kids 
will get a chance and I anticipate 
at least 18 wins this year. We have 
a lot of young girls with a lot of 
potential who are out here work-
ing hard every day and having a 
good time,” she noted.

The team returns all state per-
former Samantha Harrell on the 
mound and infi elder Sarah Davis, 
a two-year starter. After those 

two, the lineup will be comprised 
of young girls with little to no var-
sity experience.

“It is a new beginning but 
I have the utmost confi dence 
in these girls because they will 
come out and still win games. 
They are very young but they 
are very coachable and ready to 
move forward,” she explained.

Players who were reserves last 
year like Ashley Watson, Stormy 
Stokes, Danielle Sheffi eld, and Ca-
rissa Licatta will play key roles in 
the lineup this year. Others in the 
mix are Kathy Simmons, Khrysta 
Herndon, Lauren Hazellief, Jenna 
Kissam and Lexi Ward.

Four of last year’s players will 
be playing college ball this year, 
Ashtyn Brown, Taylor Douglas, 
Courtney Wilson and Naomi Ste-
phens. Several other girls gradu-
ated, and two other starters didn’t 
return this year.

OHS softball team 
starts season strong

See SOFTBALL — Page 13

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County teachers have been 
working for more than half of the school year 
without a contract.

The union and the school district have been 
in negotiations since June. Meanwhile, em-
ployees have been paid at the 2010-2011 con-
tract rate. Representatives of the Okeechobee 
County Education Association (OCEA) and 
the Okeechobee County School Board met 
Wednesday and Thursday to continue con-
tract negotiations. They are scheduled to meet 
again on Tuesday.

OCEA President Candy Walker said con-
tract negotiations were complicated this year 
by the implications of Florida Senate Bill 736, 

which ties teacher retention and pay increases 
to student achievement.

This makes the teacher evaluation portion 
of the contract more critical, she explained. 
When a teacher is evaluated, there are four 
possible rankings: highly effective, effective, 
needs improvement or unsatisfactory. If a 
teacher is ranked “needs improvement” or 
“unsatisfactory” for two years, that teacher 
must be let go. 

Ms. Walker said there are the teacher evalu-
ations include four domains: classroom strate-
gies and behavior; planning and preparation; 
refl ecting on teaching; and, collegiality and 
professionalism. The teachers’ union and the 
school district agree that the teacher’s perfor-
mance in the classroom should be worth 60 
percent of the evaluation. In negotiations last 

week, the two sides were close on the “re-
fl ecting on teaching” portion, with the district 
proposing this count for 9 percent of the score 
and OCEA proposing 10 percent. The disputed 
area was “collegiality and professionalism.” 
Mrs. Walker said this portion of the evaluation 
rates how well the teacher gets along with oth-
er teachers and school personnel. The union 
proposed this count for 9 percent; the district 
proposed 18 percent. The union wanted more 
emphasis (21 percent) on “planning and prep-
aration,” while the district proposed it count 
for 13 percent. “Of the four factors, studies 
have shown that collegiality and professional-
ism have the least effect on student learning 
growth,” said Ms. Walker.

Teacher negotiations still under way

See SCHOOL — Page 15Task force arrests
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**Offers cannot be combined with new member offers. Must be 18 
years old to play Bingo. See Bingo Hall for complete details . Limited 
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and departure times are estimated and subject to change based 
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trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who 
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Okeechobee, FL 34974 BRIGHTON 
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NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED, FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE.
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FREE* SENIOR LUNCH 
TUESDAYS, 10:30AM – NOON 

 *55+ and must be a Player’s Club member. Items subject to change, 
available while supplies last. 
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Sunday: A 20 percent chance of show-
ers before 1 p.m. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 75. North northwest wind between 5 
and 10 mph. 

Sunday night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 
52. North northeast wind 
between 5 and 10 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Monday: Mostly sunny, 

with a high near 74. Northeast wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph, with gusts as high as 
20 mph. 

Monday night: Mostly clear, with a low 
around 53. Northeast wind between 5 and 
10 mph. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
78. East northeast wind between 5 and 10 
mph. 

Okeechobee Forecast

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

Twenty six year retirement
Lt. Robert Neal of Okeechobee County Fire/Rescue retired on Jan. 26 after 26 
and a half years of service to the county. On that day he was honored by the 
Okeechobee County Commission with a proclamation recognizing his service. 
Commission Chair Margaret Garrard Helton presented him with the resolution.

Chevy pro night at Gilbert Chevrolet
Meet the Chevy Pro Anglers at Gilbert’s 

Chevy Pro Night on Feb. 4. Come out and 
experience the Chevy Boat Simulator, FLW 
Casting Game, and FLW giveaways. Cow-
boys BBQ and Steak Co. will be catering this 
event. Event begins at 3 until 5 p.m. 

Int’l Club to host benefi t yard sale
The OHS International Club will be host-

ing a yard sale on Saturday, Feb. 4 from 
7-11:30 a.m., in the Mid Florida Hardware 
parking lot on 441 S. Please come out and 
help the students raise funds for their up-
coming trip to England.

K of C hold dinners in BHR
The Knights of Columbus of St. Theresa 

Catholic Church, at Hwy. 78 W. and Cho-
bee Loop in Buckhead Ridge, are holding a 
chicken dinner on Saturday, Feb. 4. All meals 
include a dessert and choice of beverage. Din-
ner served from 4:30–6:30 p.m. (takeout is 
available). Donation of $8, adults, and $3 chil-
dren. Proceeds will go to church projects.

Community Events



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

863-484-0994
OkeechobeeH

w
y
 7

0
 E

BEHIND W & W Lumber

3Okeechobee NewsJanuary 29, 2012



Football coach
• I don’t care what coach you have in 

place. If the kids aren’t coming out for the 
sport and the community is not supporting 
the sport, the sport will not be successful! I 
really think the issues which are plaguing the 
Brahman football team is the fact that the do 
not have a Middle School team (remember 
the Okeechobee Bull). A good friend of mine 
who coached for the JV team told me that 
the players were not motivated, coming to 
practice consistently, but when it was game 
time the parents were asking why their kids 
were not playing. Not only the community 
need to stand behind the coach and support 
him, but these parents who send their kids 
out there and make excuses for their kid’s 
lack of effort need to trust in the coach and 
support him 100 percent also.

• Give him a chance. Everyone has to 
support the program in order for it to be suc-
cessful. Backbiting, backstabbing and talk-
ing about it won’t help. Go out and extend 
your hand and ask the man what you can 
do to help the program, or any program at 
the high school. Time spent there helping, 
is less time you have to spend griping about 
the end result, and you will see it from the 
inside, where you will better be able to offer 
a constructive opinion.

Food stamps
• If you think that all those who are on 

food stamps are those who do not work nor 
pay taxes, you are sadly mistaken. There 
are many out there who do work but can’t 
support their families, pay their taxes and re-
ceive food stamps. Having said this I can as-
sure you that seeing what some people buy 
with their foods stamps does many times 
upset you. I remember helping my husband 
work his way through college. Between us 
we made 10 stinking dollars too much to re-
ceive food stamps, so while my family did 
without, those on food stamps were buying 
steak and fried shrimp, Their children were 
able to drink canned juices and have cook-
ies for snacks.

• Have you ever wondered just who qual-
ifi es? I found a food stamp calculator online. 
I bet a lot of working folks in Okeechobee 
qualify and either don’t know about it or else 
would be too proud to take food stamps.

Gangs
• As I was leaving my home this morning, 

I noticed some black spray paint on the road 
and also on the phone company box on the 
side of the road. OCSO was notifi ed and con-
fi rmed that it was, in fact, gang tagging. The 
suggestion was to, as always, remain alert 
and notify the SO of any suspicious activity. 
My fear is that my quiet little neighborhood 
will be taken over by hoodlums. 

• Back a couple months ago we were 
having trouble with graffi ti on the road and 
signs. The fi rst time we didn’t hear them, so 
my husband painted over it but they came 
back about a week later. I guess to check out 
their handiwork. Our dog started barking this 
time but because of the fence could not get 
to them. Husband looked out the back win-
dow and saw them painting the street. He 
got his 12 gauge and slipped out the door. 
He stepped behind a tree just in case they 
had guns and fi red the gun straight up in the 
air and told them to get out of there and not 
come back. We haven’t seen nor heard from 
them since. 

• It’s not going to get any better. The 
criminals have more rights than we do. The 
powers that be want to talk and bicker. We 
need to take our towns and country back. 

OHS athletics
• For too long at Okeechobee schools, 

too much has depended on who you know, 
who you are related to or how much money 
you can bring in for the fundraisers. And it is 
not just in the sports programs.

• The OHS Athletic Booster Club meets 
the fi rst Monday of each month (with some 
exceptions for school holidays). The purpose 
of the Booster Club is to raise funds to sup-
plement the needs of OHS athletic programs. 
We may help buy uniforms or equipment, 
pay travel expenses for athletes or teams that 
qualify for regional or state playoffs, etc. For 
instance, we recently donated funds for the 
new chairs in the gym to go with the new 
score table that will be used by the basket-
ball, volleyball, and wrestling teams. Any 
OHS coach can present their request for help 
with funding. Booster members then decide 
to act on the request or not. We have abso-
lute NO say in the hiring or fi ring of coaches 
or how they run their programs.

The Upward Look
By Calvin Fryar, pastor
Brighton Baptist Church

Luke 21:28—”And when these things be-
gin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up 
your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.”

Christ could return at any moment. Things 
are happening so fast today that the church, 
the body of Christ, could be taken from the 
earth before you fi nish reading this message. 
The advise Jesus gave us in our text is to look 
up to heaven because that is where our re-
demption comes from—not from this pres-
ent age but heaven itself.

The Greeks had a beautiful word for 
man—”anthropos,” meaning the being with 
the upturned face. Men are strange beings. 
Man is so made that he cannot be content 
with forever looking down. He may look 
down a long time. He may almost forget that 
there is anything beyond this age, or anything 
above; he may even forget that he was made 
for God—until something happens, some cri-
sis comes. And then he remembers and looks 
up. —Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations 

When God created man, He created him 
to look up toward heaven from whence his 
redemption comes. And the Greeks under-
stood this in part, but they only looked up 
as far as Mount Olympus. Like modern man 
they looked to the earthbound things to build 
their life and hopes upon, but Jesus said look 
up. 

The Lord suggests that we look up as op-
posed to looking down. Therefore, let us ex-
amine these two suggestions: the downward 
look and the upward look. First, men look to 
the world or age for their wants and needs–
this is THE DOWNWARD LOOK. 

In The Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan 
writes that “The Interpreter takes them apart 
again, and has them fi rst into a room where 
[there] was a man that could look no way but 
downwards, with a muck-rake in his hand. 
There stood also one over his head with a ce-
lestial crown in his hand, and [offered] him 
that crown for his muck-rake; but the man 
did neither look up nor regard, but raked to 
himself the straws, the small sticks, and dust 
of the fl oor. Then said Christiana, I persuade 
myself that I know somewhat the meaning of 
this; for this is a fi gure of a man of this world: 
is it not, good sir?

“Thou hast said right, said he; and his 
muck-rake doth show his carnal mind. And 

whereas thou seest him rather give heed to
rake up straws and sticks, and the dust of the
fl oor, than to do what He says that calls to
him from above with the celestial crown in
his hand; it is to show, that heaven is but as a
fable to some, and that things here are count-
ed the only things substantial. Now, whereas
it was also showed thee that the man could
look no way but downwards, it is to let thee
know that earthly things, when they are with
power upon men’s minds, quite carry their
hearts away from God. Then said Christiana,
O deliver me from this muck-rake.”

A good example of such a man is the Rich
Fool in Luke. 12:16-21. This man gathered all
of his treasures on earth into one place but
stored nothing in heaven. God said to him,
“Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be re-
quired of thee: then whose shall those things
be, which thou hast provided? (v.20). Accord-
ing to Thru the Bible by J. Vernon McGee,
this same idea is expressed in the following
epitaph:

“Here lies John Racket, In his wooden
Jacket. He kept neither horses nor mules. He
lived like a hog. He died like a dog. And left all
his money to fools.”

But we must take THE UPWARD LOOK
because our hope and redemption comes
from heaven.

Leslie E. Dunkin wrote, “I once learned a
lesson from a dog we had. My father used to
put a bit of meat or biscuit on the fl oor near
the dog and say, ‘No!’ The dog knew he must
not touch it. But he never looked at the meat.
He seemed to feel that if he did so, the tempta-
tion to disobey would be too great. He would
looked steadily at my father’s face. There is a
lesson here for us all. We must always look
up to the Master’s face.” —Encyclopedia of
15,000 Illustrations. 

Our look must be the look of complete
trust and total surrender—where are you
looking? Too many, like the muckraker of The
Pilgrim’s Progress, are victims of the earth-
ward, or downward gaze. Many times God,
in His goodness, must send affl iction, and put
men upon their backs, that they might look
up to God.

Carl C. William tells us that in Brazil, South
America, there stands a famous statue of
Christ, the face of which is so turned that the
only way to look into His eyes is to get down
on your knees and look up. —Encyclopedia
of 15,000 Illustrations.
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Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!
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Okeechobee County held their Science 
and Engineering Fair on Jan. 19, at Osceola 
Middle School. There were over 400 students 
participating in the largest academic compe-
tition our County holds. All fi rst place win-
ners qualify to attend the Heartland Region 
Science and Engineering Fair this February 
in Clewiston.

First place winners included:
• Behavior And Social Sciences/Bio-

chemistry/Medicine And Health/Microbiol-
ogy/And Zoology: Tyler Winner, Jessie Ol-
ney, Isabelle Sheldon, Brittany Milrot, Selena 
Bowman, Bailey Kirton, Jorge Gallegos, Eric 
Emperio, Jacqueline Phares, Aubrie Reister, 
Jenna Thomas, Jacie Harvey, Osiel Brito and 
Johnathan Fox. 

• Botany: Leticia Soriano-Rios, Rachel 
Peterson and Ryan Daniel. 

• Chemistry: C.J. Sheffi eld, Lexie Strip-
ling, Chelsea Wharin, Kelsey Orr, Rachel 
Williams and Colton Revels.

• Computer/Earth and Space/Engineer-
ing/Environmental/And Mathematics: Bray-
don Kassella, Julie Sharpe, Shania Bays, Da-
vid Blount, Richard Laskey, Michael Muros, 
Charles Matthews, Martha Morse, and Baron 
Stuart.

• Physics: Caleb Crews, Sean Chauhan, 
Lucas Penido, Ryan Reister, Rusinko Col-
ton, Savannah Goggans, Zachary Kielbasa, 
Manuel Ramirez, Ariel Burgos, and Alexis 
Muller.

Best in Show awards were given to: Ju-
nior Division Biological Sciences, Johna-
than Fox; Junior Division Physical Sciences, 
Richard Laskey; Senior Division, Biological 
Sciences David Blount; and Senior Division 
Physical Sciences Caleb Crews. 

There were many Special Awards given 
out at the fair, donated by many people from 
the community. A $10 cash award, sponsored 
by Diane King from Okeechobee Freshman 
Campus, was awarded to Kayla Orr for dem-
onstrating outstanding use of mathematics 
on her data analysis. A $10 cash award, also 
sponsored by Diane King from Okeechobee 
Freshman Campus, was awarded to Jacob 
Mckee for a project that included an innova-
tive, engineering design. A $35 cash award, 
sponsored by Rodney Fields from Okeecho-
bee Achievement Academy, was awarded 
to Jenna Thomas for her outstanding junior 
division project in the category of Medicine 
and Health. A $25 cash award, sponsored by 
Jo Norris from Okeechobee County District 
Offi ce, was awarded to Jessie Olney for an 
outstanding senior division project in the 
category of Behavioral and Social Sciences. 
A $20 cash award, sponsored by Carol Linn 
From North Elementary, Was Awarded To 
Richard Spiess for an outstanding junior di-
vision project in the category of Consumer 
Science. A $25 cash award, sponsored by 
Barbara James from Okeechobee County 
District Offi ce, was awarded to Leticia Sor-
riano–Rios for her outstanding Botany proj-
ect. A $20 cash award, sponsored by Jim 
Leidy from Okeechobee High School, was 
awarded to Charles Matthews for his project 
and presentation which refl ected a high-

standard of 
visual and oral 
presentation 
quality. A $20 
cash award, 
sponsored by 
Shelly Sickels 
of Seminole 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School, was 
awarded to 
Shania Bays 
for her out-
standing se-
nior project in 
the category 
of Environ-
mental Sci-
ences. 

K r i s t a n , 
James, and Kara Black, former Osceola 
Middle School students, and graduates of 
Okeechobee High School and Florida State 
University, sponsored two $20 cash awards. 
The fi rst award was for an OMS student 
whose project included an innovative En-
gineering design, and this award went to 
Michael Muros. A second $20 cash award 
from Kristan, James and Kara Black was for 
an OMS student with an outstanding project 
in Medicine and Health. This award went to 
Mason Faulks. 

The Dolphin Teachers at Osceola Middle 
School sponsored a $20 cash award to a 
former Dolphin student whose project was 
in Earth Science. This award went to Lynn 
Romer. A $25 cash award, sponsored by 
an anonymous donor, was awarded to one 
junior and one senior division student who 
showed tremendous effort in “doing sci-
ence” while under less than ideal circum-
stances. The Senior Division award went to 
Karyna Villapando and the Junior Division 
award went to Lauren Bostick. A $25 Visa 
gift card, sponsored by an anonymous do-
nor, was awarded to one junior and one se-
nior division student for outstanding chemis-
try projects. The Senior Division award went 
to Crystal Castaneda and the Junior Division 
award went to Adriana Donis Florian. A $50 
cash award, sponsored by an anonymous 
donor, was awarded to one junior division 
and one senior division student whose proj-
ect demonstrated superior knowledge of 
computer skills. The Senior Division award 
went to Shannon Flood and the Junior 
Division award went to Baron Stuart. An 
Okeechobee High School graduate and for-
mer International Science Fair participant, 
Christopher Paulson, sponsored a $25 award 
for an outstanding Engineering project. This 
award went to Braydon Kasella. 

An Okeechobee High School Graduate 
and former International Science Fair Par-
ticipant Dr. Nichole Paulson Shields spon-
sored a $25 award for an outstanding Medi-
cine and Health Project. This award went 
to Selena Bowman. Two $50 awards were 
sponsored by Dale and Karen Barrett for 
outstanding Medicine and Health projects. 
The Senior Division award went to Brittany 

Milrot and the Junior Division award went to 
Jacie Harvey. 

The staff at North Elementary sponsored 
a $50 award for an outstanding junior divi-
sion project in Physics. This award went to 
Alexis Muller. 

The Okeechobee Farm Bureau Foun-
dation sponsored eight $25 awards to the 
projects that showed outstanding interest 
in Animal and Plant Science. In the Junior 
Division, the awards went to: Jacqueline 
Pharres, Ryan Daniel, and Peyton Furse. In 
the Senior Division, the awards went to: 
Kayla Orr, Rafe Fisher, David Blount, Bailey 
Kirton and Courtney Kessner. 

The Florida Water Pollution Control Op-
erations Association selected the following 
projects for Top Scientifi c Honors in the 
study of water as it affects Environmental Sci-
ence. In the Junior Division a merit award of 
$100 went to Caitlyn Albers. The Top Junior 
award of $200 went to Martha Morse. In the 
Senior Division a merit award of $100 went 
to Rafe Fisher and the Top Senior award of $ 
200 went to David Blount.

The Science teachers would like to thank 
Sean Downing, principal of Osceola Middle 
School, for allowing them to have the fair at 
their school. They would also like to thank 
the following dedicated people who judged 
the projects: Pat Hogue, John Hayford, Pat 
Miller, Randy Burnham, Joe Arnold, Paul 
Miller, Kathy Edgeman, Vanessa Bessey, 
Kay Duke, Debbie Clements, Sharon Suits, 
Drema Brewer, Brian King, Magi Cable, 
Karen Cotton, Bob Walsh, Dan Thomas, 
Richonda Manson, Wendy Reister, Teresa 
Chandler, Randy Reister, Susan Barton, Peg-
gy DuBose, Lonnie Kirsh, Jim Fowler, Anna 
Warren, Kelsi Brown, Brenon Brooks, Josh 
Englier, Marisa Angle, Amanda Baker, and 
Sherry Wise. In addition, we would like to 
thank Pizza Heaven, Dominos, and Golden 
Corral, as well as the teachers, who donated 
food to feed our judges. A special thank you 
goes out to all of the parents who have sup-
ported science fair, and to the community, 
who made many donations.

For a complete list of Science Fair par-
ticipants and winners, see the Okeechobee 
page on www.newszap.com.

More than 400 students compete 
in Okeechobee County Science Fair

Special to the Okeechobee News/Kathy Fox
The 2012 Okeechobee County Science Fair winners for the Best in 
Show Award Winners from left to right are: Johnathan Fox, Rich-
ard Laskey, David Blount and Caleb Crews.
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Adam Holt Homer, 30
OKEECHOBEE — Adam Holt Homer, 30, of 

Okeechobee went to be with his Lord, Jesus, 
Thursday, Jan. 26, 2012. He was born May 11, 
1981 in West Palm 
Beach to Bruce and 
Rebecca “Penny” 
Homer. He was an 
insurance salesman, 
graduate of Dunklin 
Memorial Camp, 
member of Kiwanis 
of Okeechobee and 
attended More 2 Life 
Ministries.

Adam was preced-
ed in death by his 
grandfather, Roy Hoover and his uncle, Robbie 
Hoover.

He was a loving father to his son, Brenden and 
stepdaughter, Eliza; and is survived by his fa-
ther, Bruce A. Homer; mother, Rebecca “Penny” 
Homer all of Okeechobee; sisters, Rachel 
Homer of Sebastian and Amy Davenport (Andy) 
and their children of Peachtree City, Georgia; 
grandmother, Mary Jo Hoover O’Dell of Okee-
chobee; nephews, Tanner Homer and Pierce 
Brown; fi ancé, Megan Gwaltney of Okeecho-
bee; and many family members and friends.

Visitation will be Monday, January 30, 2012 at 
First Baptist Church of Okeechobee from 1 p.m. 
until services at 2 p.m.

Memorial donations may be made to Dunklin 
Memorial Camp, 3342 SW Hosannah LN, Okee-
chobee FL 34974.

Friends may sign the guest book at www.Bas-
sOkeechobeeFH.com

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of the Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home, 
205 NE 2nd Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972

Linda Rand Spiess Daughtrey
MONTICELLO - Linda was the daughter of 

Burgess and Frances Rand.  She was born in 
Leesburg and grew up in Ft. Lauderdale.  She 
married Dick Spiess 
of St. Cloud and to-
gether they raised 
three children on Ti-
ger Cattle Company 
in Okeechobee.  
During the 1970’s 
and early 1980’s Lin-
da was an active 
member of the Cow-
bells and very in-
volved in her 
children’s schools 
and the local 4-H club.  She relocated to Monti-
cello, Florida in 1984. She married John Daugh-
trey (formerly of Okeechobee) in 1989.  
Together, Linda and John enjoyed traveling the 
United States on extended road trip adventures.  
Linda retired as the head of Emergency Dis-
patch for the Jefferson County Sherriff ’s Depart-
ment in 2006.  She was an active member of the 
Wacissa Methodist Church and initiated a 
prayer quilt ministry that brought great comfort 
to many and several to faith in Christ. 

 A breast cancer survivor for eight years, the 
cancer returned in October 2011 and Linda 
Daughtrey passed away on January 24th, 2012.  
She is survived by her adoring husband, John; 
her children, Christy (Alex) Garrard of Seattle, 
R.D. (Caren) Spiess of Okeechobee, Mandy 
(Rob) Ralph of Monticello, Jody (Reesa) Daugh-
trey of Andulusia, Alabama and Kim (Victor) 
Crews of Okeechobee; and her loving brother, 
Buck (Melanie) Rand of Tampa.  Linda and 
John enjoyed eight grandchildren and fi ve great 
grandchildren.

A celebration of her life and ministry will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 4th, 2012 at 3 p.m. at 
Wacissa United Methodist Church located at 
14492 Waukeenah Highway, Monticello.  In lieu 
of fl owers the family requests donations be 
made to:  Wacissa United Methodist Church 
Building Fund (P.O. Box 411, Wacissa, FL 
32361) or Big Bend Hospice (1723 Mahan Cen-
ter Blvd Tallahassee, FL 32308, bigbendhos-
pice.org). 

The family wishes to thank everyone, near and 
far, for their generous care, prayers, and 
thoughts over the last several weeks.

Joseph Payne Milton
JACKSONVILLE — Joseph Payne Milton was 

born on Oct. 24, 1943, in Richmond, Va. He 
grew up in central Florida and attended Avon 
Park High School, where he was a three sport 
letterman.

Joe was an avid 
and loyal fan of the 
University of Florida 
where he played 
baseball for the Ga-
tors and exhibited 
his well- known 
leadership in law 
school.

After graduating 
from University of 
Florida’s School of 
Law in 1969, Joe moved to Jacksonville and be-
gan his distinguished legal career as a trial law-
yer.  In 1990, he founded his law fi rm, Joseph P. 
Milton, P.A. The fi rm continues to grow and 
serve the community. Joe’s hard work and dedi-
cation to his profession are highlighted by his 
many accomplishments and awards. In 2010 
Joe was awarded the Medal of Honor award; 
the highest honor that can be bestowed upon a 
lawyer by legal profession in Florida.

Joe was a loving father, grandfather, and hus-
band. He enjoyed family and friends at his 
home in the mountains of Cashiers, N.C. In 
spite of a congenital heart condition, Joe lived 
life to the fullest and on his terms. After a tre-
mendous battle and courageous fi ght, Joe’s war 
with his heart condition ended peacefully during 
his sleep at his home in Jacksonville, on Sun-
day, Dec. 4, 2011.

He is survived by his loving wife of 22 years, 
Cela Cabler Milton; his three adult children, Mi-
chael Payne Milton, Amy Milton Baker, David 
King Milton, their spouses and seven grandchil-
dren, all of Jacksonville; sisters, Susan Milton 
Moreland of Okeechobee and Anne Milton Les-
lie of Ft. Myers; nephew, Steve Moreland; great-
nephew, Zane Moreland, both of Okeechobee; 
and niece, Stephanie Moreland of Orlando.

Joe requested Memorial donations be made to 
the ABOTA Foundation or The University of 
Florida School of Law. ABOTA Foundation, 
2001 Bryan Street, Suite 3000, Dallas, TX 75201 
or UF College of Law, P.O. Box 14412, Gaines-
ville, FL 32604. 

The family held a visitation on Friday, Dec. 9, 
from 5 to 8 p.m. at Hardage-Giddens Funeral 
Home, 4115 Hendricks Ave., Jacksonville. Fu-
neral services were held at 11 a.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 10, at the First Baptist Church, Ruth Lind-
sey Auditorium, 130 West Ashley St., Jackson-
ville.

Arrangements are under the care and direc-
tion of Hardage-Giddens Funeral Home 4115 
Hendricks Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32207. 
(904) 346-3808. www.hardage-giddenshen-
dricksave.com

Mary Padget Collier, 96
EDGEWATER — Mary Padget Collier, age 96 

of Edgewater, Florida formerly of Okeechobee, 
Florida wife of deceased Sheriff John W. Collier 
passed away Monday, January 23, 2012.  Mary is 
survived by her two sons, Dr. Michael Echols 
and wife Jane of Fort Myers, Florida and David 
Echols and wife Peggy of Edgewater, Florida; 
grandchildren, Stacy and Justin Echols both of 
New Smyrna Beach, Florida. To honor the wish-
es of Mary, no services are planned. 

•Life Insurance
•Annuities
•Health Insurance
•IRA Rollover

Call or email for a
free quote!

Tom Walsh
250 S. Australian Ave
West Palm Beach, FL

twalsh2@metlife.com
561.207.2306
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View obituaries from
the past month at 

http://www.legacy.com Search obituaries nationally at
http://www.legacy.com

Cypress Eagles 
to host dinner night

Sunday, Jan. 29, from 1-6 p.m., the 
Cypress Hut Eagles will be having a Fried 
Chicken Dinner. $6 per dinner. All proceeds 
go to Community Charity Fund. Public is 
welcome.

Shrine Club to 
host Spaghetti dinner

The Okeechobee Shrine Club, S.R. 78 W., 
members will host their Tuesday evening 
Jan. 31, Spaghetti dinner from 4 until 7 p.m.
A no-smoking atmosphere with music start-
ing at 5 until 8 p.m. Donation is just $6 per 
person. For information call the club at 863-
763-3378 or Mac Simpson at 863-763-8650. 

Eagles North to host Bingo
Join friends at the Eagles North for Bingo 

at 1 p.m. until ? on Tuesday, Jan. 31. Pro-
ceeds will benefi t the FOES 4137 community 
benefi t fund, 9985 Hwy 441 North, Okeecho-
bee.

Library presents
Broadway programs

Ian R. B. Nairnsey is presenting a series 
of talks in February on “Broadway Musicals 
Decade by Decade.” The programs are held 
on Wednesdays at noon at the Okeechobee 
County Library, 206 S.W. 16th St. Admission 
is free. The Feb. 1 program covers the 1980s
and 1990s. Those attending are encouraged 
to bring a brown bag lunch. The programs 
last about 75 minutes and are illustrated 
with slides and musical selections.

Eagles North to 
host Friday Steak Night

Come hungry to the Friday Steak Night 
on Friday, Feb. 3, starting at 5:30 p.m., 9985 
Hwy 441 North. Bring your dancing shoes 
and enjoy music by the Awesome Al Jones. 
Proceeds go to the FOE 4137 community 
benefi t fund.

Church has movie night
Life Community Church, 701 S. Parrott 

Ave., will have their free family movie night, 
Friday, Feb. 3, at 7 p.m. The movie “Cou-
rageous” by the creators of “Fireproof” is a 
heartfelt, story of four men with the calling 
to serve and protect. As law enforcement 
offi cers they will face the challenges of fa-
therhood with hope and courage in a God-
honoring way. The public is invited.

Eagles North to 
host card BINGO

Join Eagles North and bring your friends 
for Card Bingo on Saturday, Feb. 4 beginning 
at 4 p.m., 9985 Hwy 441 North, Okeechobee. 
Proceeds to benefi t community benefi t fund 
for FOE 4137.

Community Events
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Tree Locators, Inc.
- Plants 
-Trees
- Natural Stone
- Decorative Gravel

- Manufactured Stone
- Design 
- Installation
- Full Garden Center

“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”

863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730 
treelocators@aol.com

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972 

SStinnett,, Inc.
RReess iiddeenntt ii aa lll &&& CCoommmmeerrcc iiaa ll •• Painting

• Walll Coverings
• Pressuree Cleaning

•• SanddBlasting

Serving Okeechobee Since 1969

Lic. #1406-01

•• Painting
• Walll Coverings

• Pressuree Cleaning
•• SanddBlasting

Stinnett,, Inc.

(863)763-5251 (863)634-0614

Call a PRO

24-Hour
Customer Service 

Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License
AL11944

909 So. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee

863
357-4INK

4465
• VIP Discounts

wwww.inkwell4ink.com

AN AFFORDABLE WAY TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS!!!

203 SE 2nd St. Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Contact Adam Homer
863.467.4522 office • 863.801-0999 cell

30yr old male 250k $11.31 per month
40yr old male 250k $14.57 per month
50yr old male 250k $30.89 per montth

Rates shown as non tobacco preferred
Affordable Term Life Insurance

863.532.1077

Lic #1862
Lic #10355

Free Estimates 

Licensed and Insured

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Choice Automotive
Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service 

• Brakes • Window Motors • Tune Ups • Welding 
• Engine Mechanics 

Located Behind Rita’s
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave.
Okeechobee, FL

863-467-6633

& Custom Exhaust

Tattoos & Piercings

Lori C. Berger 
Exclusive Agent 

Allstate Insurance Company 
800 S. Parrott Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Phone 863-467-1265
Fax 863-467-1085
Cell 863-634-8437
AO58810@Allstate.com 

Privacy screens & bras
5th wheel skirts

Boat tops & covers
Repairs & modifications

The Canvas Shop, LLC
On-site service 

909 S. Parrott Ave. Ste B
Okeechobee, FL 34974

863.763.7500
Fax: 863-763-6754Carl & Donna Gaiser

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone 

198 Hwy. 98 N. Okeechobee, Fl 34972
(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • Fax (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

New Fashions, Accessories,
Unique Gifts and
Jewelry

OPEN 
Mon - Thurs
10am to 6pm 

Friday :10am - 7pm
Sat: 9am-3pm

ffessional

ADVERTISE
and Get Results

w
w

w
.new

szap.com
click on

classifieds

JONES EQUIPMENT Est.
1989

4558 US Hwy 441 SE 
Okeechobee, Fl 34974

Cargo • Auto • Utility Trailers & Parts

1-888-683-7853 863-763-5342

Vince & RaeAnn Stanavich 
Owner/Operator

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee

(863) 763-6696
(772) 335-3688

State Lic #
MV-10426

Licensed Dealer

1500 St. Rd. 70 East 
Okeechobee, FL 

Phone: 863.357.1820 
Fax: 863.357.1824

www.LOInsurance.com

JESSICA COLON

AGENT
Auto • Homeowners • Life & Health • Annuities •

Motorcycles • General Liabilities • Commercial Auto

Motorcycle & ATV 
Parts and Repairs

Derek Tremain
P: 863-357-0334
F: 863-357-0056

1460 Hwy 78W

Okeechobee, Fl 34974

Farm and Ranch
Insurance 

NO ACCOUNTS TOO SMALL
Rates from $600. Annually

863.357.1707

MAINTENANCE SPECIAL $75
HIGGINS GARAGE DOORS

(863) 634-2925
Tim Higgins 
Licensed & Ins.

$125 
INSTALLED!

• Garage Doors • Roll-Ups 
•Sales      • Installation     •Repairs 

• Lubricate
• Check Springs
• etc.

$2495 PER CARTON!
Come in for a 

sample

We can match 

your smoke

863.288.8401
8840 Hwy 78 W. • Okeechobee
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863-467-5243
WE BWE BUY CARS!UY CARS!

SSee HHaabblala EEspañolspañol

2006 GMC 1500 
Auto, A/C, 6 cyl, work truck, 1 owner

ONLY
U1523

2002 Toyota Tundra
V8, Auto, A/C, Trailer Tow Pkg. Loaded 

ONLY
U2288

Auto, V8, Loaded 

$9995*ONLY
U1639

2005 Chrysler PT Cruiser
Auto, A/C, 4 cyl, loaded 

ONLY
U0232

ONLY
U2462

2003 Chrysler Sebring
Convertible
Auto, A/C, Loaded 

ONLY
U1622

2006 Hyundai Elantra 
AC, 5 speed, 77,169 miles, 

Gas Saver

$5695*U0715

2002 Chevy Tahoe2000 Toyota Sienna 

$5495*ONLY
U9426

7 passenger, Low miles, Auto, 
6 cyl. Loaded 

**Plus Tax, Tag & Dealer Fee 
147 Hwy 441 SE Okeechobee, FL 34974

$7995*$5695*

2004 Mercedes ML 500 4x4

Auto, V8, A/C, Leather.

$7495*

6 cyl, Auto, A/C, Loaded

ONLY
U0410

2003 Chevy S10 King Cab2001 Ford Expedition 
7 Pass, Auto, A/C, Leather, Loaded

ONLY
U6885

2002 Mitsubishi Spider
Convertible

Auto, A/C, CD, Loaded  

ONLY ONLY
U0007

$4495*

2002 Ford F150 Lariat 
4dr, V8, Auto, A/C, Trailer Tow Pkg.

$7695*

U5583

ONLY

2003 Ford Expedition XLT
7 pass,  Auto, A/C, Leather Interior, CD,     

74,005 miles 

ONLY
U6885

$4495*

$5695*

2005 Ford Taurus SE 

MMANAGER     MANAGER     
SPECIALSPECIAL

U8169

$5495*ONLY
Auto, A/C, PW, PL, 94,016 miles, 6 cyl. 

$4995*

$5495*

2002 Ford Ranger King Cab 
5 spd, A/C, 6 cyl, CD

ONLY
U2913

$5495*
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Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

Students of the Week
Central Elementary School Students of the Week for the week of Jan. 16 
include: Adam Marsden, Jeshawn Swanson, Preston Guinn, Chase Rus-
sell, Harley Goulette Emmanuel Jarez, Andres Gomez, Ruby Garcia, Travis 
Fludd, Joseph Nieto, Carl White, Cameron Runyon, Mariah Simmons, Vanes-
sa Johnson, Blake Hollister, Kierstein Kennedy, Faith Castelton-Meyer, Kyli 
Terry, Elia Martinez, Shamira Hernandez-Garcia, Haleigh McCabe, Matthew 
Aguilar, Armando Cruz-Gancerez, Artemio Virto, Andrian Smith, Lisset Car-
rillo and Destiney Jones.

Special to the Okeechobee News/SES

Students of the Week
Congratulations to the Students of the Week at South Elementary School 
for the week of Jan. 23-27. They are: Estrella Robles, Ally Popovich, Damon 
Tyner, Alison Denton, Michael Rex, Brice Anuez, JD Oden, Marisol Denova, 
Richard Helfi nstine, Jacob Hernandez, Kyler Morgan, Ashley Phares, Faith 
Vest, Case Durrance, Jonathan Garcia, Lilly Henry, Victor Hernandez and 
Chancy Thomas.

Foster parents needed - Free training program available
Hibiscus Children’s Center Foster Care Program recruits, trains and licenses all the 

traditional Foster Parents in St. Lucie, Martin and Indian River and Okeechobee Counties. 

The required 30 hour (MAPP) classes are held one evening a week or on Saturdays and 

are free. There is a tremendous need for loving and nurturing Foster Parents in all four 

counties on the Treasure Coast. For additional information about becoming a Foster Par-

ent or to register for a class please call: 1-800-403-9311 ext. 415.



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee Narcotics Task 
Force executed a search warrant on 
an area home Thursday and subse-
quently arrested a man at the home 
on a felony drug charge.

Terry Marvin Ellerbee, 52, N.E. 
48th Ave., Okeechobee, was arrest-
ed Jan. 26 on a felony charge of pos-
session of methamphetamine and a 
misdemeanor charge of possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

Okeechobee County Jail records indicate 
that he is being held there on $5,500 bond.

An arrest report by a task force detec-
tive stated that during a search of Ellerbee’s 
home and property a small amount of meth 
was found, as well as a glass smoking pipe 
that contained a residue.

The report stated that less than 0.1 grams 
of meth was found in Ellerbee’s pickup 
truck. The pipe was reportedly found in a 
pocket of Ellerbee’s clothing.

Scales and plastic bags with residue inside 
them were also found, stated the report.

A fi eld test was conducted on the sus-
pected meth and on the residue in the pipe 
and bags and, according to the detective, all 
of those tests indicated a positive result for 
the presence of methamphetamine.

Another man in the home was arrested 
on a misdemeanor charge of possession 

of drug paraphernalia. His bond was set at 
$500. Jail records indicate that he 
has since been released on bond.

According to the detective’s re-
port, Ellerbee claimed he has been 
selling meth for about a year but 
only sells enough to support his 
habit. He also allegedly told the de-
tective that he doesn’t keep any of 
the drug at his house, but gets it 
from someone else when he gets a 
call from a buyer.

The task force was aided in the execution 
of the warrant by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce Special Response Team.
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$77
Limited Time Offer

with your new FREE Checking 
account or On-The-Go 

Mobile Banking account1 

Direct Deposit required.

www.midfl orida.com

Federally insured by NCUA.

It
pays

to
bank
with

OKEECHOBEE   3261 U.S. Hwy. 441 S.

(866) 913-3733
Habla Español  (877) 834-6376

No tricks, no angles, no hidden 

fees – just a checking account 

that offers you everything 

you need – FOR FREE!

•   No minimum balance requirement

•   Free Debit Card

•   Free Debit Card Rewards

•   Free eStatement and more!

Free 
Checking

Mobile Banking
On-The-Go

PLUS! Get a free 
photo debit card 
with your new 
checking account.3

A $5 minimum savings account is required for membership with 

 MIDFLORIDA. Credit approval required.  1. Off er valid as of December 1, 2011 and may 

be cancelled without notice. To qualify for the $77 cash incentive, you must open a checking account of any type 

except Freedom Banking. Opening deposit requirements vary by checking account type. Anyone who has held a checking account with 

MIDFLORIDA in the past will not qualify for the $77 incentive. To get $77 incentive you must sign up for direct deposit (minimum $500) which must post to account within 

30 days of account opening for all accounts except RT4T.  RT4T accounts will require fi ve transactions (deposits/withdrawals, etc.) within 30 days to qualify for incentive.  

$77 will be deposited to account once you have met the account requirement.  2. For the account to qualify as On-The-Go Mobile Banking, you must  accept and open 

 online banking, eStatement, eNotice and a debit card and requires mobile banking access using an iPhone or Android phone. To receive the $2 per month incentive, you 

must complete at least 10 debit card purchase transactions. ATM transactions will not apply.  3. Free photo debit card not available with new Freedom Banking accounts.

•  No minimum opening deposit

•  Free Photo Debit Card

•  Free Mobile Banking 

•  Free eStatement

•  Minimum 10 debit card 
transactions to earn $2

An account geared for those who 
live with nothing but a few cards in their 

pocket and a smartphone within reach at all times.  

         iPhone or Android 
smartphone required.

•   Free Online Banking 
with Online Bill Payment

$2We’ll 
pay YOU 

each 
month.2

Sour Orange Festival
February 11, 2012

8 AM � 4 PM
Red Barn Road � Lakeport, FL

Admission is Free

Music by Bill Durrance
50�s 60�s 70�s Rock �N Roll

Seating is limited please bring your lawn chairs!
Carnival Rides All Day!

For Vendor information please call (863)227-1074
All other information call (863)532-8314

Come and try
our Great Sour

Orange Pie

Browse the
Vendors � Lots

of Food

Parking
$1

Donation
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Okeechobee News/Louise Dowling

Truck fi re
Firefi ghters from the Okeechobee City Fire Department (OCFD) were sum-
moned to the 2100 block of S. Parrott Ave. Tuesday afternoon, Jan. 24, to 
battle this vehicle fi re. According to a report by OCFD Lieutenant Glenn 
Hodges the engine area and the entire cab of this four-door Dodge pickup 
truck was on fi re. Firefi ghters used 400 gallons of a water/foam mixture to 
extinguish the fi re in two to three minutes. The cause of the fi re is unknown 
and has been turned over to an investigator with the State Fire Marshal’s 
Offi ce. Lt. Hodges estimated damages to the truck at $12,000. He also esti-
mated damages to the truck’s contents at $1,000. No one was injured in the 
incident, stated the lieutenant’s report.

Task force arrests one on meth charge

Terry Marvin
Ellerbee



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The scrap metal yard in Douglas Park, 
which recently reopened under new owner-
ship, appears to be the issue that won’t go 
away. Once again Douglas Park residents 
petitioned Okeechobee County Commis-
sioners at their Thursday, Jan. 26, meeting to 
do something about it. 

Jessie Grace said he was disappointed 
with the response he received from com-
missioners at their last meeting. He said he 
came for help and felt that he was brushed 
off. He complained of the noise and in-

creased traffi c in the neighborhood and sug-
gested limiting the hours of operation. 

County administrator Robbie Chartier 
said that a business tax receipt, formerly 
called an occupational license, is all that is re-
quired from the county. That tax receipt was 
transferred from the former owner when the 
property changed hands last November. She 
said that the Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection did not require any type 
of license.

Commissioner Bryant Culpepper said 
spoke with one of the other scrap metal 
yard owners. He said the other scrap metal 

yard owners are against the new business 
because it is in competition with them. Mr. 
Culpepper said that if there were some way 
to stop the new business, the other scrap 
metal yard owners would do it. 

“It is zoned industrial and the board’s 
hands are tied,” stated Mr. Culpepper. He 
said all the commissioners could do was to 
make sure all regulations were followed and 
there was no threat to public safety.

Commissioner Ray Domer apologized if 
he was misunderstood at the last meeting. 
He said the only thing the board could do 
was add stricter regulations in the future.

Ossie Fleming, who identifi ed herself as 
an advocate for the community, also ex-
pressed her concerns, particularly about 
potential health hazards. “Whatever you 
can do, we are grateful,” she said, adding 
that the residents are frustrated and added 
that such a business would not be allowed 
in Oak Park.

Commissioner Frank Irby asked if the 
community were concerned about the type 
of business or the hours of operation. Ms. 
Fleming replied that both issues were a con-
cern.

Since the scrap metal yard is in Mr. Irby’s 
district he agreed to meet with Ms. Fleming 
and with the business owner to reach some 
type of voluntary agreement.

Commission chair Margaret Garrard Hel-
ton said she would contact the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce to enforce traffi c reg-
ulations in the area.
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Neighbors complain about scrap metal yard

The following individuals were ar-
rested on felony or driving under 
the infl uence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) or the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC).

• Billy Gonzales, 47, Avondale Drive, 
Pompano Beach, was arrested Jan. 26 by 
Deputy Sergeant Robert Coleman on an 
Okeechobee County warrant charging him 
with violation of probation - driving un-
der the infl uence. He is being held without 
bond.

• Miguel Rodrigues, 26, S.E. 36th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Jan. 26 by Depu-

ty Robbie Lamb on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with violation of pro-
bation - driving under the infl uence. He is 
being held without bond.

• Martin Martinez Jr., 20, N.W. Third Ave., 
South Bay, was arrested Jan. 26 by Deputy 
DeMarcus Dixon on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with violation of pro-
bation - possession of marijuana with intent 
to sell (two counts) and violation of proba-
tion - possession of drug paraphernalia. His 
bond was set at $5,000.This column lists 
arrests and not convictions, unless oth-
erwise stated. Anyone listed here who is 
later found innocent or has had the charges 
against them dropped is welcome to inform 
this newspaper. The information will be 
confi rmed and printed.

Okeechobee Arrest Report

CIS to hold benefi t yard 
sale on Saturday, Feb. 4

Communities in Schools will hold a 

benefi t yard sale on, Saturday, Feb. 4, 

from 8 a.m. until noon at the Brahman 

Theater Parking lot, 1610 South Parrot 

Avenue. Donation drop off locations at 

Okeechobee Achievement Academy, 

1000 N.W. 34th Street or call for pick 

up please contact Jill Rogers, Amanda 

Blewett or Cortney Crews at 863-462-

5125 or 863-634-0870.
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1796 Hwy 441 North Okeechobee, FL 34972 • (863) 763-2151 • RaulersonHospital.com
For a Free Physician Referral & Healthcare Questions, Call 1-800-449-8642

Surgical Services Available Include:

Everyday highly skilled surgeons and our professional 
surgical services nursing staff perform many elective, as well 
as, medically necessary procedures to treat the health needs 
of our patients, who are your friends and neighbors. These 
procedures provide a dramatically improved quality of life 
for our patients.

Many of these procedures 
are laparoscopic, resulting in less scarring and a quicker return to 
normalcy, like the laparoscopic hysterectomy performed by Board 
Certified Gynecologist Dr. James Bradfield, who has more than 
thirty years experience in his field.

Visit our website RaulersonHospital.com for more information about the surgical services offered at Raulerson Hospital.

• Colon/Rectal Surgery
• Ear Nose & Throat Surgery
• Endoscopic Surgery 
• General Surgery

• Gynecology
• Orthopedic
• Podiatry
• Stereotactic Breast Surgery 

• TIF (for chronic heartburn)
• Vascular Surgery
•  Urology  (including InterStim for 

bladder/bowel incontinence)

863-824-0655
fax: 863-824-0657 • e-Fax: 561-828-0717 • email: arubadoug2fl@aol.com

US Highway 441 South, Suite 3543 • Okeechobee

Douglas O. Scholten, CPA

Come Experience
AMERICA’S FASTEST REFUNDS
and Our 40+ Years Preparing 

Tax Returns

GRAND OPENING!

Send a 

frie
nd, 

get $50!

Do-it-yourself publishing at Newszap.com

Wedding, engagement, birth, 
graduation, birthday

and anniversary
announcements 

in print and online! 

Publish your community news 
item or press release.

Get 100 words and one photo 
for only $25

Visit www.newszap.com, click on 
your community, and then on the link

for Publish Your News
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If you are a woman whose ultrasound 
or mammogram detected suspicious tissue 
changes, you should note that a state-of-the-
art breast biopsy technology called Stereot-
actic Biopsy System is available right here in 
Okeechobee – at Raulerson Hospital. 

A Stereotactic Breast Biopsy is a surgical/
radiological technique to obtain a biopsy of 
a suspicious breast mass. The x-ray guided 
biopsy procedure requires only a tiny inci-
sion. A local anesthetic is applied to the inci-
sion and biopsy site. The patient should not 

feel any pain. The tissue is then processed 
by a pathologist. 

This simple outpatient procedure mini-
mizes discomfort and allows patients to im-
mediately resume most normal activities. 
Stereotactic Breast Biopsies have become 
popular because of their accuracy and mini-
mally invasive nature. Unlike open surgery, 
the breast structure and anatomy is pre-
served.

For a physician referral contact Consult-
A-Nurse at 1-800-449-8642.

Raulerson Hospital has
Stereotactic Biopsy System

Special to the Okeechobee News/CASTLE

Helping Okeechobee families
A Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting was held at the Freshman Cam-
pus Auditorium, Wednesday, Jan. 25. The meeting was for the parents of 
children in the Hispanic and migrant programs in the Okeechobee Schools. 
The purpose of the PAC meeting was to educate Families about the pro-
grams, resources, services and opportunities available to them in Okeecho-
bee. CASTLE was represented by Carmina Parisi who visited with over 50 
families explaining area services and parenting tips. For more information 
please call 863-467-7771 or visit us online at www.castletc.org.
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CENTERSTATE BANK LIFE’S A BREEZE® SWEEPSTAKES ABBREVIATED RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Void outside FL and 
where prohibited. Open to legal U.S. residents, 18 years of age and older, who hold a valid Florida driver’s license. Begins 12:00:00 AM 
ET on 1/2/12; ends 6:00:00 PM ET on 6/29/12. To enter, visit a CenterState Bank location and fill out an official entry form. Grand Prize: 
One (1) Grand Prize: a 2012 Ford® Mustang® Convertible, ARV: $36,900. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries 
received. Limit one (1) entry per person. For complete rules and eligibility requirements, visit www.centerstatebank.com. Sponsor/
Operator: CenterState Bank of Florida, N.A.

“THREE FREE” MAKE THE SWITCH INCENTIVE: Void outside FL and where prohibited. Open to legal U.S. residents, 18 years of age 
and older. Begins 12:00:00 AM ET on 1/2/12; ends 6:00:00 PM ET on 6/29/12. To receive “Make the Switch” incentives of free gift, free 
checking, and free debit card, visit a CenterState Bank or Valrico State Bank location and open a qualified account. Qualified account 
is a non-interest bearing account (annual percentage yield – 0%). $50 minimum balance required to obtain free gift, free checking, and 
free debit card. The “Three Free” incentive is not part of the “Life’s a Breeze Sweepstakes.”

Government-issued photo ID may be required and additional account approval requirements may be imposed; see full details at www.
centerstatebank.com Copyright © 2012 CenterState Bank. All rights reserved. Mustang® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor 
Corporation, which is not a sponsor of or affiliated with this sweepstakes. Photo courtesy of Ford Motor Corporation LLC. Used with 
permission, Ford Media Archives.

CenterStateBank.com

We Believe In You.

Breeze on over to WIN a Mustang!
Breeze on over for better banking.

Drop by your local CenterState Bank office
and enter our Life’s A Breeze Sweepstakes.

You could win a 2012 Mustang Convertible!

Enter our
Life’s A

Contest

Equal Housing Lender

THE

Get a free gift, free checking, free debit 
card and more. Call, click or visit and 

learn more about our “Three Free” Make The Switch offer!

Get Three FREE—
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Facilities maintenance department direc-

tor Donnie Oden is now the county’s “Bat-

man.” It seems there is a problem caused 

by bats that are entering cracks, sometimes 

as small and a half inch, between the met-

al columns and the concrete blocks at the 

Okeechobee County Agri-Civic Center, ac-

cording to information discussed at the 

Thursday, Jan. 26, meeting of the Okeecho-

bee County Board of Commissioners.

Commissioners were considering enter-

ing a contract with American Bat Removal 

for $9,900 to remove the bats. Mr. Oden said 

that the expert would determine which col-

umns did not contain bats. Those openings 

would be sealed fi rst. Then he would put 

netting over the other openings that would 

allow the bats to leave but not re-enter. Once 

he was sure the bats had left a particular 

column, he would seal up that opening. All 

the bats are not expected to come out each 

night so it was expected to take up to fi ve 

days for a column to be completely free of 

bats. With 24 columns that would come out 

to $390 for each column. The proposal also 

included the installation of bat houses in the 

wetlands on the ag center grounds with the 

hope the bats would relocate there. 

“I think it is a bat idea,” said Commis-

sioner Bryant Culpepper.

No action was taken on the proposal. At 

the suggestion of Commissioner Ray Domer 

Mr. Oden was asked to look into the cost of 

staff sealing the columns. Mr. Domer ques-

tioned the wisdom of putting up bat houses 

to encourage bats to live in the area since 

they have proved to be a nuisance.

Turning to other items, commissioners 

gave approval to a fi ve-year capital proj-

ects plan for all county departments. “It’s 

something I’ve wanted the board to have 

for many years,” stated County Administra-

tor Robbie Chartier. Projects on the plan will 

be evaluated and prioritized annually by staff 

and submitted to the commission for fi nal 

approval. The plan incorporated $866,563 

already approved for capital projects in the 

current year’s budget. It added an additional 

$1,787,800 in capital projects for the current 

year. The largest single item, $1,550,000 was 

for design and construction of a building for 

the property appraiser and tax collector due 

to the fact that the tax collector will soon be 

responsible to issue drivers’ licenses.

The topic of impact fees came up once 

again. The fees are imposed on builders to 

allow new construction to pay for its impact 

on the infrastructure. They are designed to 

pay for only a portion of specifi c projects 

necessitated by new construction and were 

fi rst imposed in much better economic 

times. Mrs. Chartier said some of the original 

projects to be funded by impact fees are too 

costly to be practical. The board voted to pay 

Duncan Associates $58,000 to re-evaluate 

the system and possibly come up with new 

rates and projects. 

Boaters using the Taylor Creek lock will 

be inconvenienced in the coming weeks. 

Gary Ritter, director of South Florida Water 

Management District’s Okeechobee Service 

Center said that for the fi rst time in about 40 

years the lock would be rehabilitated. The 

lock will stay open until April 1, however, Mr. 

Ritter said that from time to time before that 

date, in preparation for the rehabilitation, 

the lock will be partially blocked by a barge 

either on the lake side or the creek. Boaters 

will have to use caution and he said there 

would be someone available to help boaters 

get through the narrow opening.

In other action, the board:

• entered a contract with AVCON for 

professional engineering services for the de-

sign of the Taxiway A West extension at the 

Okeechobee County Airport in the amount 

of $94,000 with $75,200 of that amount 

coming from a Florida Department of Trans-

portation  (FDOt) grant;

• approved a second contract with AV-

CON for design, building and construction 

services for security upgrades at the airport 

including gate controllers and closed circuit 

television at a cost of $26,400 to come from 

a FDOT grant; 

• approved a host agreement with 

B.A.S.S. for the 2012 B.A.S.S. Elite Series 

Tournament March 21-25 at a total cost of 

$30,500;

• scheduled a workshop for economic 

development policy formulation for 6 p.m. 

on Feb. 21; and

• scheduled a workshop to plan and 

discuss the development of the fi scal year 

2012/13 budget for 9 a.m. on Wednesday, 

Feb. 15.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Commissioners deal 
with bats, budgets
and county impact fees
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Emory Walker Co., Inc.(863) 763-6742
Serving the Lake Area Since 1966 

A/C and Heating 
at it’s Best! 

License # 

CAC014022

CAC042747

CAC057219

208 SW 5th Ave

Okeechobee, FL

34974

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

1120 S. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

467-7100 Check our web site for information & directions

VERO BEACH

Over 80 Vendors!
Plants, Flowers, Trees, Pottery, Furniture, 

Fountains, Decorative Items, Youth Activities 

“Ask the Experts”
Starts on the even hour each day of the event

Saturday, Feb. 4,  9am-5pm
Sunday, Feb. 5,  9am-4pm

Free Admission! 

3250 Riverside Park Drive, 
Off  SR 60, Beachside in Riverside Park

& directions

day of the event

Rain
 or S

hine

Brin
g y

ou
r 

Wag
on
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Coach Bragman reached back into Brah-
man history to fi nd a new pitching coach, 
Kelci Breaux. Kelci pitched for the Brahmans 
in their state fi nal four run and was among 
the best to ever play at OHS. She played all 
four years of college at Brevard Community 
College and Florida Gulf Coast University.

On the mound, Harrell should have no 
problem duplicating her success over the 
past three years. The goal will be to build 
up some depth behind her. Danielle Shef-
fi eld and Kathy Simmons have the talent 
and potential to be very good pitchers in the 
future.

Lauren Hazellief and Ashley Watson are 
battling to start at catcher. Watson is also in 
the mix at fi rst base. Sheffi eld will handle 
second base, Stokes will start at short, and 
Davis at third base.

That leaves the outfi eld for Harrell when 
she isn’t pitching, Licatta, Lexi Ward, Jenna 
Kissam, and Khrysta Herndon, who is also 
listed as a utility player.

“It’s position by competition and the girls 
have to come out and perform. We have 
a lot of decisions to make on our lineup,” 
Bragman noted.

Opponents on the District schedule in-
clude Martin County, Sebastian River, and 
South Fork. Bragman said Okeechobee 
should be able to compete every night.

“They have the potential to be the district 
champion again. It will be up to them. The 
question for them is how bad do they want 

it,” she added.
Bragman said the Firestix program has 

done an outstanding job getting the girls 
ready for this level of softball. She said some 
of the players have varsity experience but a 
number of other girls have opened her eyes 
because they have developed their skills and 
worked hard.

“We should be good because the girls 
come out and work hard every day. We 
don’t have to instill work habits with them 
because they are already there,” she ex-
plained.

Okeechobee will play in a preseason 
tournament at Palm Beach Gardens next 
weekend. The fi rst home game for the Lady 
Brahmans is scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 18, 
at 10 a.m., against Eau Gallie High School 
at noon.

SOFTBALL
Continued From Page 1

Lady Brahman softball coach Chris-
tina Bragman (formerly Jaholkowski) 
begins her second season in charge 
with a talented but young squad.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Senior Ashley Watson will be counted on to provide leadership for the OHS 
softball squad this year.
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Okeechobee 
Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

Available 24/7

Community Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1
Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1
Meet Your Merchant: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1
School Information Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

EEARLY
VOTE

Continues Through Saturday, January 28th 
FOR THE JANUARY 31ST

REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY
ONE LOCATION:  HISTORIC COURTHOUSE  

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

304 NW 2nd Street 

Wednesday thru Saturday 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

QUESTIONS? Please contact the Elections Office 

at elections@voteokeechobee.com or call 763-4014. 

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.

Become a member • NO obligation

Aldo Lombardo, M.D.
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

Buddy up with a friend or we can
help you pair up with another 

member on the list!
You both receive a discount off our 
regular price by taking 50% off the 
lesser priced procedure. Divide that
savings equitably between the two
patients and YOU BOTH SAVE.

Good through 2/28/12 • No other discounts apply

Email us at 
allureinstitute@bellsouth.net or call us and

ask for Jane. Include your name, phone
number and the procedure you’re interested in.
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Okeechobee Livestock Market Report
January 23 & 24, 2012

Cows 
Breaking 68.00 85.00
Cutter 63.00 71.00

Bulls
1000-1500 84.00 88.00
1500-2000 82.00 94.00
 Monday Tuesday
Calves 698 633
Cows 103 650
Str 8 5
Hfrs 4 11
Bulls 26 31
Yrlngs 39 23
Mix 25 34
Total 903 1387

Med #1 Steers Hfrs
200-250 215-245 185-210
250-300 205-260 175-205
300-350 195-230 155-185
350-400 180-220 145-167
400-450 165-195 147-161
450-500 154-180 140-160
550-600 145-160 125-141
600-650 136-156 122-139

Med #2  Steers Hfrs
250-300 180-200 140-165
300-350  160-185 130-150
350-400  145-170 125-140
400-450  140-160 120-135

Big cow run this week! 
Over half of the Tuesday sale 

was cows. Guess what? Pric-
es never weakened, bump-
ing 90 cents on the high 
side! Calves were also high-
er, $2-4, if you can believe 
that! Runs are going to slow 
down now for a while and I 
expect prices will continue 
to be good right on through 
the rest of winter into spring. 
Nancy Phares, Okeecho-
bee, topped the calf market 
with a high of $2.85 bought 
by Thomas Cattle. Circle P, 
Palm Bay, topped the cow 
market with a high of $89, 
bought by Central Beef.

See ya next week, Jeff

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jack-
sonville District has announced it will extend 
water releases from Lake Okeechobee, in an 
effort to offset rising levels of salt-water in 
the Caloosahatchee River. 

The new release began Jan. 27. The 
Corps is making the releases in a pulse-like 
manner to mimic a rainfall event, similar to 
releases that began on Dec. 16. The target 
fl ow to the Caloosahatchee Estuary for this 
release is an average of 450 cubic feet per 
second (cfs) over a 10-day period, as mea-
sured at W.P. Franklin Lock and Dam (S-79) 
east of Fort Myers. 

Water managers expect the water releas-
es to help to push back saltwater intrusion, 
which has been on the rise in recent weeks 
in the Caloosahatchee. These low volume 
releases are expected to prolong the ben-
efi ts of lowered salinities, reducing impacts 
and degradation of the freshwater tapegrass 
and other submerged aquatic vegetation.

“The Corps, in consultation with our 
stakeholders, is changing the delivery pat-
tern of the pulse release, “said John Kilpat-

rick, Chief of the Jacksonville District’s Multi-
Project Branch, which has oversight of water 
management at the lake, “we hope that this 
new pulse release will lower the average 
current salinity levels in the Caloosahatchee 
Estuary.”

Friday, the lake stage was 13.34 feet. The 
lake is currently within the Operational Band 
of the 2008 Lake Okeechobee Regulation 
Schedule (2008 LORS). At current levels, the 
Corps may make releases up to 450 cfs to 
the Caloosahatchee Estuary and 200 cfs to 
the St. Lucie. 

The Corps and partner agencies will con-
tinue to closely monitor and assess system 
conditions, and may decrease releases if 
local basin runoff contributes to fl ows. For 
more information on water level and fl ows 
data for Lake Okeechobee, visit the Corps’ 
water management page at the following 
website:

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Divisions/
Operations/Branches/MultiProject/Water-
Mgt/index.htm.

Corps extends water releases from Lake O
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Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

BUYERS ONLY
REALTY CO.

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee, FL 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!

Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave.

1007-H: SW Section.
Street on two sides,
Living Sq Ft 2343, Lg
Island Kitchen, dining
rm, large FL room with
fireplace, appliances,
large oak and fruit trees.
$209,000 MLS #205526

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla Español 

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553 • Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069 • Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

Acreage/Lots: • Foreclosure Cabbage Woods (Rucks Dairy RD on HWY 70 West) 20.83+/- $39,900 PENDING • Foreclosure
Cabbage Woods (Rucks Dairy RD on HWY 70 West) 20.50+/- $41,000 • 50.4+/-acres SR 710 MLS #204068 • Viking 6 acres $20,000
(Owner Finance a possibility) • Foreclosure Viking 1.25 acre $3,400 or better offer.  MLS #205025 • Basswood Lot NW 33rd Ave
$6,000 MLS #205239 • Foreclosure Indian Hammock 2.67 +/- acres MLS #205358

NEW LISTING

1000-H: SW Section Close
to town! 2,749 sq. ft of living
2 story 3BR/2.5BA on a
large yard w/balcony. Open
area, appliances, fireplace,
shed, back screen porch,
metal roof, and wood/car-
pet floor throughout.
$265,000 MLS #204835

1008-M: River Run
Resort 2 Bedroom 2
Bath Mobile Home.
Seller is ready to sell.
Make an offer! $39,999
NOW $25,000 MLS
#204194

4004-M: Buckhead
Ridge waterfront
2BR/2.5BA with addi-
tions. Large FL room,
screened rm, workshop,
boat lift, double carport
on a large corner lot with
water on two sides.
$85,000 MLS #205528

5000-H: Foreclosure
Indian Hammock freshly
painted Two story 2
Bedroom 2 Bath on
3.74+/-acres. Home has
been remodeled.. stairs,
floors, and new appli-
ances. large fireplace.
$144,900 MLS # 205524

5006-H: Yeehaw. 3 Bd 2
Bath on 3.53+/- acres.
Close to Turnpike and
SR 60. Appliances,
fenced yard, animals
welcome. Short Sale.
1,444 sq. ft. of living.
$150,000 NOW $79,000
MLS #205327

REDUCED

REDUCED

LAKE ACCESS

11.5 +/- ACRES OF LIGHT

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY

With frontage on 
Hwy 441 North.

$249,000. 
Call Bryan Holden

(863) 634-5792

104 NW 7th Ave. 

Okeechobee

863-763-4010

or 

888-874-2945

ffxvÉÇw àÉ aÉÇx
Service
Integrity 

Experience

Lic. RE Broker

Auctioneer # AU2579.

Located Behind The White House Plaza
1126 S. Parrott Ave • (863) 763-6000

Lori Mixon
863 634-1457( (

LMixon@MixonGroup.com
www.MixonGroup.com

Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Fri., Jan. 27th - 
Thurs., Feb. 2nd

For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE III: “ONE FOR THE MONEY”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG-13

THEATRE II: “THE MUPPETS”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG

THEATRE I: “MAN ON A LEDGE”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., & Wed. 
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG-13
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Superintendent of Schools Ken Kenworthy 
said collegiality and professionalism includes 
factors such: as the employee paying atten-
tion to punctuality and regular attendance; 
professional judgement; prepares all required 
reports accurately and in a timely manner; 
and, abides by code of ethic. “These are re-
sponsibilities we value and any employer 
would value,” Mr. Kenworthy said.

“They are saying an increased emphasis 
should be put on planning. I agree planning 
is important,” he continued. “When you look 
at evaluating employees, that (collegiality and 
professionalism) seems to be an area that gets 
employees in trouble,” he said. “That’s why 
we feel it is important. We feel it is important 
to have a high standard of ethics for our teach-
ers.” Mr. Kenworthy added that collaboration 
with other teachers is part of that domain. 
“We believe you need to work together,” he 
said. “We are all a team.”

Two other items of contention in the 
contract are the pay rates and timing. OCEA 
wants the pay retroactive to the beginning of 
the school year. The district does not want to 
backdate any pay increases.

“We used to have the contract negotiated 
during the summer and have pay raises put 
in place by the fi rst of September,” Mr. Ken-
worthy said. “If you have that retroactivity in 
there, there is no hurry for anybody to settle 
because the union knows they will get that 
back pay.

“I prefer to settle it during the summer so 
all of our time and energy is not focused on 
negotiations,” he said.

“We believe if retroactivity comes out of 
there, we are apt to settle much earlier and 
move on with the business of the district,” 
he said, adding that the retroactivity issue is 
something that can be negotiated every year.

He said as the contract negotiations over 
the evaluations drag out, it is unfair to the 
teachers who are not getting the feedback 
they may need to improve.

The two sides also disagree on salaries. In-
stead of a percentage increase or a “step” on 
the pay schedule, Ms. Walker said the district 
has proposed one-time bonuses of $250 to 
$400 for instructional personnel and $200 to 
$300 for noninstructional personnel. Mr. Ken-
worthy said OCEA’s initial proposal was for a 
step increase and an increase for each step by 
$1,000. “We came back with a counter pro-
posal of a bonus. They have responded back 
with step increase plus $500. In these eco-
nomic times, I know we cannot afford that,” 
he said. “We will go back and take an addi-

tional salary proposal to them on Tuesday.”
“Our salary proposal would be less in total 

than last year’s salary total,” said Ms. Walker. 
She said this is because some of the higher 
paid more experienced teachers retired or left 
the system and because some positions were 
cut.

Mrs. Walker said the presidents of school 
employees unions in other counties have 
told her it is in their contracts that if a teach-
er is rated “highly effective” or “effective” 
on their evaluations, they will not be let go. 
She explained that she tried to get this for 
the Okeechobee’s teachers contract but the 
school district offi cials will not budge on this 
issue.  Having such an assurance would help 
the district  attract and retain good teachers, 
Mrs. Walker said.

Mr. Kenworthy said any assurance of au-
tomatic contract renewal refl ects the old 
“teacher tenure” mentality. The mission of the 
new state law is to give the district a way to 
remove teachers who are not getting student 
performance, he said. “It may not necessar-
ily be the quality of work that means they are 
not retained as an employee,” Mr. Kenworthy 
said. “It may be how do you deal with parents 
or how do you deal with students.”

He said the trends show the student pop-
ulation is decreasing which may mean they 
need fewer teachers. “It’s unfortunate when 
you have to get rid of somebody even if they 
are rated as effective or highly effective,” he 
added. Mr. Kenworthy said under the old sys-
tem, any reduction in personnel was based 
on seniority. That is one of the items still un-
der negotiation in the new contract.

Contract negotiations will resume on Tues-
day, Jan. 31, at 4 p.m. at the school board of-
fi ce. Ms. Walker said she is optimistic that they 
will reach an agreement soon. “In any well 
run negotiation, no one gets everything they 
want,” she said. Both sides have to decide 
which issues are most important, she said, 
and be willing to compromise in the other 
areas.

To qualify for the Race to the Top fund-
ing, the district must have their new evalua-
tion plan approved and implemented before 
June 1.  The funding will pay for professional 
development such as additional training for 
teachers.

Okeechobee County Education Associa-
tion (OCEA) negotiates the contracts for all 
instructional and classifi ed employees. All 
instructional and classifi ed employees (even 
those who are not OCEA members) vote on 
the contract. However, if there is a contract 
dispute after it is signed, OCEA only represents 
OCEA members. If an employee who is not a 
member of the union has a contract dispute 
with the school district, he or she must retain 
his or her own representation.

SCHOOL
Continued From Page 1



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Lost

LOST MALE FOXHOUND  
68 W Area/Tri-Col-
ored/Long Tail/Missing 
3 bottom teeth. RE-
WARD!!! Lover not 
Hunter! (863) 697-2153 
or (772) 446-2247.

Garage/
Yard Sales

COMMUNITY SALE
PALM VILLAGE RANCH

SW 16TH ST.
SAT., FEB. 4, 2012

7:00AM TO 2:00 PM
PUBLIC WELCOME

TOOLS,GLASSWARE,
KNICK-KNACKS

CLOTHING,FURNITURE.
TOO MUCH TO LIST

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

 Youth Services LLC
Payroll Tech

 Okeechobee Youth Development 
Center has an opening for a full-time payroll tech. 

Quick with numbers, excellent Excel and Word 
skills, ability to multi-task and handle staff inquir-
ies. Familiarity with automated payroll and time 

clock systems. Develop good working relationship 
with Corporate Payroll staff as well as on-site man-
agers. Must be a team player with positive attitude. 

Competitive pay and benefi ts. Send resumes to: 
martha.childs@us.g4s.com 

or fax to 863-763-7363
EOE/Drug Free Workplace

Sales Clerk

*Stock Shelves, 
counters and tables 

with merchandise *Set 
up displays *Obtains 

Merchandise requested 
by customer *Clean 

shelves, counters and 
tables *Accepts 

payment and makes 
changes *Enforces 

age requirements for 
customers 

*Please Apply at: 
www.abcfws.com

or at 601 E.N. Park ST.
Okeechobee, FL 34972

The Glades County 
School District is cur-
rently seeking a full-
time Payroll Clerk.  For 
additional information. 
Call 863-946-0055

Barber/Hair Cutters 
Needed Immediately
Apply in Person at

A Barber’s Barbershop

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Employment
Full Time

COOK SUPERVISOR
Immediate opening at 
the Okeechobee Juve-
nile Facility. Institutional 
management, cooking 
and hands on experi-
ence preferred. Com-
petitive Hourly Wage 
and benefi ts. Must pass 
background check and 
pre-employment drug 
screen. 

Contact Bonnie
863-357-9922

(ask for kitchen)
Email resumes to:

dept1@ablmanage-
ment.com-attn647

EOE

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Employment
Full Time

Immediate openings:

To complete an online 

application, please visit

www.raulersonhospital.com

or you may come to 

Human Resources, 

Raulerson Hospital,

96 Hwy. 441 N, Okeechobee, FL

• Housekeeper: PRN
• Security Guard: F/T
• RNs: F/T, P/T, PRN
• Pharmacist: PRN
• Ultrasound Tech: F/T, PRN
• Occupational Therapist: PRN
• Occupational Therapy 

Assistant: PRN

We offer competitive wages 
& excellent benefits

Employment
Full Time

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Money Lenders

GET CASH TODAY FOR 
ANY CAR, running or 
not, no title needed.  
(863)268-5865

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automotive

We pay cash for cars 
in ANY condition. No 

title needed. 
863-268-JUNK. 
(863)268-5865

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Antiques

CO-OP ANTIQUES
Antiques make great 

Valentines gifts, one of 
a kind, that last a life 
time. Many Primitives 

Just Arrived!
 1214 SW 2nd AVE 

(BEHIND DAIRY QUEEN)
Tue-Sat 10am-4pm

Pets/Supplies

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES  
- CKC 10wks F blue tan 
tri $400. 863-801-6144

Wanted To Buy

380 AMT Stainless 
Steel automatic,6 to 8 

hundred dollar in value.
32 Smith&Wesson short
I. Johnson short barrel, 

break back, nickel 
plated 32 Caliber.  

863-697-9616

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Your new car could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm Feed/
Products

Horse Hay  
3 to Choose From
 Alfalfa, Timothy 
and Florakirk.
561-308-5338

Farm
Miscellaneous

COW HAY
   ROUND BALES 

FOR SALE
$40 Each. 863-634-9111

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

FEMALE STUDIO APT
Furnished, Heat, & AC, 
cable and HS Internet 
incld. Private entrance. 
Wild country setting. 
$395/mo or $100/wk
 863-763-0675

IN TOWN STUDIO APT 
nice area. Utilities includ-
ed. $625/mo 1st & sec. 
Non smoking environ-
ment. No pets.  
863-610-0861

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

OKEE - 1 br, furnished,  
Lease available. 1st, 
last & sec. 
(407)448-2495.

OKEECHOBEE- 2br, 
2ba, Townhse, Newly 
renovated, W/D, near 
shopping, $725/mo. 
Yearly lease. Avail 2/1. 
(772)579-7562
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married?
Golden anniversary?

New baby? Share your 
news in print and online.



Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TAYLOR CREEK - 1/1 
Condo unfurnished on 
ground fl oor. Includes 
electric & water. $725 
mo. 2 weeks FREE 
w/security deposit! Call 
863-634-0663.

Houses - Rent

AFFORDABLE - New 
Houses. 3/1/1 for $900,  
3/2 for $1000. Large 
yards. Bring pets. Call  
561-723-2226.

BASSWOOD - 3br/2ba, 
1 car garage, tile & car-
pet, split plan, dish-
washer, W/D. $1000/ 
mo.  (561) 307-2502

House for Rent
2874 NW 33rd Ave

Basswood 
3/2, Garage,big porch, 

fenced in,brand new 
house,good condition.

$1,100 monthly, 
$800 security,renters 
application required 

561-683-9754

OKEE - 2/1, $459 mo. 
Beautiful ranch setting 
located 12 miles N.E. of  
town. Water, Lawn, 
pest,  and trash incl. 
Pasture avail. Recently 
remodeled. Mon-Fri.  
863-467-9800. No Pets.

OKEE 3/1  Updated 
Home, central a/c, 
wood fl ooring, Tiled 
Bathroom, w/d, Well 

Water. $725 mo. 
plus security 

Located by 15-B.   
Call 786-201-0306

OKEECHOBEE - 3 BR, 1 
BA Duplex, DW, W/D 
connector, C/A & heat, 
$625 mo. + $500 sec. 
(863) 763-4414

On Rim Canal- DBWD 
Mobile Home. 3 
br./2ba. Lrg. Lot. $800 
plus Elec. $500 sec. 1 
small pet allowed.  
Lawn care, Water, & 
garbage 863-697-0214.

Waterfront Homes
3/1 w/carport, Fl. room, 

tile $600 mo. 
1137 4th St. BHR
3/2 w/1 car garage,tile, 

$800 mo. 
1147 4th St. BHR

Call 561-968-4018

Rooms To Rent

OKEECHOBEE - Looking 
for 2 roommates to 
share 4 br house. All 
appliances including 
Washer & Dryer. Locat-
ed at Four Seasons. 
$300/mo Call 
(863)634-4771

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

Owner Financing- 3 
bdrm 2 bath house on 1 
acre $3,500.00 down 
$931.42 a month. Call 
Beverley 863-634-2820

OWNING FINANCING: 
2 BR, 2 BA on 5 Fenced 
Acres. 5 miles from 
Okeechobee. $900/MO 
Call (863) 467-1950.

Land - Sale

OKEECHOBEE 5 Acres 
$1,000 down. Park your 
own trailer or house, 
owner fi nancing 
$49,000. 863-763-6358

Lots - Sale

FOR SALE - RESIDEN-
TIAL BUILDING LOT 
CLOSE TO BLUE HER-
RON IN BRENT WOOD 
ESTATES. LOT SIZE IS 
0.65 ACRES HAS 
HOUSE PAD IN PLACE 
TO ACCOMADATE A 
3500 SQ. FT. HOME 
WATER DEPOSIT PAID 
READY TO BUILD ON. 
$45,000 OR O.B.O. 
CALL CARL @ 
863-634-8617

NICE 1/2 ACRE LOTS
FOR SALE 

IN NEW AREA
GREAT FOR 

INVESTMENT
WILL CONSIDER 

OFFERS.
CALL 863-634-7781

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

3/2 Furnished, 
 Mint, Built in 05, Great 

Neighborhood, City 
Water. $695 a month. 

1st and Last 
No Dogs 

Call 863-801-1739

BHR Waterfront 2bd/ 
1 1/2 bath, accommo-
dates a small family. 
$450 monthly plus 

$300 security 
Call 863-447-1758 

For Rent 3/2 New Dble 
Wide, small pets ok, 
close to town located 
near the Ag Center. 

$700 monthly 
1st and Security.

Call 863-801-5449

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Mobile Home Sale

2005 44’x12’ Park 
Model 55+ park, all 

residential appliances 
with W/D., new skirting, 
non-smoker, water fi lter 
system. $6,750 obo Call 

Steve @(863)-634-6705

24x38 DWMH on Rim 
Canal. 1BR, large 

living room w/sleeper 
sofa,large kitchen, 2bath, 

attached storage build-
ing, carport, boat dock. 
On double lot,furnished. 
$16,000.00 negotiable

727-422-1893

Back on the Market
$25,000 

2/2 Remodeled 
Double wide,City 
Water, Sewer and  

Great Neighborhood 
Call 863-801-1739

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

DOUBLE WIDE 
MOBILE HOME WITH 

VAULTED CEILING 
FLORIDA ROOM.

 2 BEDROOMS-2 FULL 
BATHS. SLEEPS 

EIGHT, TOO MANY 
UPGRADES TO LIST 
WATERFRONT WITH 
DOCK, MINUTES TO 

LOCKS AND 
ACCESS TO LAKE. 
A FISHERMAN’S 

PARADISE. 
MOMMA WILL BE 
HAPPY IN THIS 

LUXURIOUS HOME 
CALL 863-467-5310

OKEECHOBEE- Lg.  3br/ 
2ba DW, w/14x40 addi-
tion, metal roof, FP, 
11x20 shop, on Canal. 
Covered dock & slip. 
Sprinklers, $70K O.B.O. 
772-321-1835 or 
772-664-6799.

Palm Harbor Homes
4/2 From 499 mo Loaded
3/2 From 399 mo Loaded

Homes on Your Lot
0 Down

  800-622-2832 ext 210

SEMINOLE COVE - 
2BR, 2BA, 2 Car Carport 
& Florida Room. 
(863)467-0284

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

36.6’ Coachmen 
Santara, 49K miles, 
1 slide, Dual Air, Tag

 Axle. Will Consider Trade 
for Buildable Lot. 

$18,500 
Call 863-467-2550

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Fifth Wheels
2001 33 ft Sandpiper
1 slide out, queen size 
bed, laydown dinette, 2 
chairs, laydown couch, 
plenty of closets, excel-
lent condition like new. 

Can be seen at 
BHR Marina $9,000 
Call 863-623-4171

Travel Trailers

For Sale By Owner 
2005 32FT. WildWood 
Travel Trailer. Fully Self 
Contained,Super Slide 
Out,Bunk Beds,Sleeps

 8 People. Will Deliver 
New Condition,Fully 

Loaded.$10,500 OBO
Call 302-218-1818

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

School District Advisory
Council Meeting

The Okeechobee County School 
District Advisory Council will meet 
on Monday, February 6, 2012, at 
6:00 p.m., in the School Board 
Meeting Room, 700 S.W. 2nd Ave-
nue, Okeechobee. This meeting is 
open to the public.

Ken Kenworthy
Superintendent
405837 ON 1/29/2012

Public Notice
NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE

COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT 
WILL HOLD A MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2012 AT 9:00 A.M. 
AT 17429 NW 242 ND STREET, OKEECHOBEE, FL, 34972 (FIELD OFFICE). A 
COPY OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED UPON REQUEST 
FROM THE UNDERSIGNED. IF ANY PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DECI-
SION MADE BY THE BOARD WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED 
AT SUCH MEETING; THAT PERSON WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PRE-
CEEDINGS AND FOR SUCH PURPOSES THAT PERSON MAY NEED TO EN-
SURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, WHICH 
INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS 
TO BE BASED, IS MADE. ANY PERSON WISHING TO SPEAK AT THE MEET-
ING MUST HAVE THEIR NAME AND TOPIC PLACED ON THE AGENDA ONE 
WEEK BEFORE THE DATE OF THE MEETING. ALL PROPERTY OWNERS 
WITHIN THE DISTRICT ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PER-
SONS NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION OR AN INTERPRETER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE PRECEEDINGS SHOULD CONTACT THE DISTRICT’S 
OFFICE BY CALLING (863)- 763-460 1 AT LEAST TWO (2) DAYS PRIOR TO 
THE DATE OF THE MEETING.

NOTICE: COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT HAS AN ONGOING AQUAT-
IC SPRAYING PROGRAM, DISTRICT WIDE.

WILLARD M. BYARS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
17429 NW 242ND STREET
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
(863)763-4601 OR (863)634-3166
408440 ON 1/29/2012

Public Notice Public Notice

PUBLIC MEETING OF THE OKEECHOBEE COUNTY CANVASSING
BOARD TO BEGIN CANVASS OF THE ABSENTEE BALLOTS

FOR THE JANUARY 31, 2012
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY ELECTION

The Okeechobee County Canvassing Board will meet at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, 
January 31, 2012 to canvass, open, and process absentee ballots received 
for the Presidential Preference Primary Election. This meeting will be held at 
the Okeechobee County Supervisor of Elections offi ce, 304 NW 2nd Street, 
Okeechobee, FL and is open to the public.

Sealed absentee ballots received prior to 5:00 p.m. Monday, January 30, 
2012, for the Presidential Preference Primary Election will be available for 
public inspection from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. January 30, 2012 at the offi ce 
of the Supervisor of Elections.

Pursuant to Section 101.68(2) 2, Florida Statutes, if any elector or candidate 
present believes an absentee ballot is illegal due to a defect apparent on the 
voter’s certifi cate, he or she may, at any time before the ballot is removed 
from the envelope, fi le with the canvassing board a protest against the can-
vass of the ballot, specifying the precinct, the ballot, and the reason he or 
she believes the ballot to be illegal. A challenge based upon a defect in the 
voter’s certifi cate may not be accepted after the ballot has been removed 
from the mailing envelope. Any absentee ballots received between 7:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. Election Day, Tuesday, January 31, 2012, will be available for 
public inspection until opened.

The Okeechobee County Canvassing Board will reconvene at 6:00 p.m. on 
Election Day, January 31, 2012 to continue canvassing, opening, processing, 
and tabulating absentee ballots and will remain in session until the results of 
the election are obtained.

The Okeechobee County Canvassing Board will reconvene at 5:00 p.m., 
Thursday, February 2, 2012, at the offi ce of the Supervisor of Elections to 
canvass precinct returns and provisional ballots. The Board will reconvene at 
12:00 noon on Friday, February 10, 2012 to complete the canvass of the of-
fi cial results. At the conclusion of the February 10th meeting, the race for the 
postelection audit will be randomly selected by the canvassing board.

In accordance with the Sunshine Law of Florida, all Canvassing Board meet-
ings are open to the public.

Gwen Chandler
Supervisor of Elections
Okeechobee County, Florida
408757 ON 1/29/2012
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Public Notice

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

ACROSS
1 Illustrative words
7 Burst

15 Casual top
16 Intimate meeting
17 Baroque

composer
Cavalieri

18 Apple delivery
vehicle?

19 Lobbying gp.
bigwig?

21 Great Seal
symbol

22 Lab complaints
23 CD-__
25 Hardy’s “Pure

Woman”
26 “S” on an

invitation
27 Label for many

Elton John hits
29 Ready-to-mail

item: Abbr.
31 Ristorante suffix
32 Pittypat, in “Gone

With the Wind”
34 Aiming aid in

some gun sights
38 Fourth-qtr. month
39 Trap for large

reptiles?
41 Reveal, poetically
42 Glacial ridges
44 It parallels the

radius
45 Radar’s rank:

Abbr.
46 Fish-eating bird
48 Pollster’s query
49 Heartache
50 Homer

Simpson’s mom
53 Chestnut horse
55 Cartoonist

Walker
56 Nailing, as a test
58 Coalition

celebration?
61 Court dispute

over footwear?
63 Prepare for a

break
64 Texas city on 

I-40
65 Colorless gas

66 With composure
67 “__ Waldo?”

DOWN
1 Make way
2 Dept. of the Navy

component
3 Movie with style?
4 Black __
5 Luyendyk of auto

racing
6 Greek colonnade
7 Rival of Paris
8 Takes pieces

from?
9 Workout target

10 Carry
11 Like some films
12 Compact item
13 Things with ltrs.
14 Hockey ploys
20 Pipe cleaner
24 Wrapped garment
27 Prefix with

economics
28 Insertion point

indicator
30 Biological bristles
33 Mountain West

Conf. team

35 Employee using
a word
processor?

36 Auspicious
37 Sends,

obsolescently
40 Dallas suburb
43 Hyundai model
47 Cricket violation
50 Family

nicknames
51 Carol opening

52 Battery 
acronym

54 Magnalium, 
e.g.

55 Papier-__
57 Pluck
59 Captain’s

underlings
60 Step on it
62 __ du Diable:

former French
penal colony

By Dan Naddor 01/14/11

01/14/11

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

*All invoices must be paid in full to be eligible, promotion applies to residential customers only. Valid
December 1, 2011 ~ November 30, 2012

*Winners will be announced in the Okeechobee News. Call for additional details.

POLLS ARE 
OPEN ON 

ELECTION DAY 
FROM 7AM - 7PM

SAMPLE BALLOT
REPUBLICAN PARTY PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FL • JANUARY 31, 2012

PRESIDENT
(Vote for One)

Michele Bachmann
Herman Cain
Newt Gingrich
Jon Huntsman
Gary Johnson
Ron Paul
Rick Perry
Mitt Romney
Rick Santorum

EARLY VOTING 
SCHEDULE FOR THE 

2012 REPUBLICAN PARTY 
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY

January 21 - 28, 2012
10am - 4pm

ONE LOCATION FOR 
EARLY VOTING:

Okeechobee County 
Supervisor of Elections 

Of  ce
304 NW 2nd St, Room 144

PRECINCT
NUMBER

PRECINCT 
LOCATION

01
Moose Lodge

159 NW 36th Street

02
Basinger Comm. Center

20350 Hwy 98 N

03
NEW LOCATION

Oakview Baptist Church
677 SW 32nd Street

04
Oakview Baptist Church

677 SW 32nd Street

06
NEW LOCATION

First Methodist Church
200 NW 2nd Street

07
First Methodist Church

200 NW 2nd Street

05
VFW #10539

3912 Hwy 441 SE

08
Okee. Christian Church

3055 SE 18  Terrace

09
New Testament Baptist Church

535 NE 28th Avenue

10
Cornerstone Baptist
18387 Hwy 441 N

11
Palm Village Ranch Clubhse

1200 SW 44th Blvd

12
Civic Center

1750 Hwy 98 N

13
Catholic Church Pavilion

901 SW 6th Street

14
NEW LOCATION

Catholic Church Pavilion
901 SW 6th Street

18
NEW LOCATION

New Testament Baptist Church
535 NE 28th Avenue

15
VFW #10539

3912 Hwy 441 SE

16
Civic Center

1750 Hwy 98 N

17
NEW LOCATION

First Methodist Church
200 NW 2nd Street

Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.
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Special to the Okeechobee News

NASCAR Fan
This driveway can be seen at 1107 N.W. 7th Ct. The home of Billy and Judy 
Lockhart. The driveway was painted by Wade and Donna Hunt of Big Lake 
painting and pressure cleaning all stencils were provided by the Sign Guy of 
Okeechobee. All paint products were purchased at the Home Depot.



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Kelci Breaux returned to Okeechobee High 
School Lady Brahman softball this month as 
the new pitching coach for Head Coach Chris-
tina Bragman.

Breaux starred for the OHS program under 
Kim Hargraves and earned athletic scholar-
ships to play at Brevard Community College for 
two years and later Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity. She helped lead the OHS program to new 
heights and the Final Four in the state.

Breaux said she is excited to be back at 
OHS to work for a good coach and with some 
girls who have a lot of potential.

“It’s nice to be back and I feel it’s a nice situ-
ation to be in,” she noted.

Breaux said her 
experience in college 
was wonderful and she 
pushed herself to be 
one of the best pitch-
ers in her conference in 
Florida. She said it was 
tough to balance a full 
course load and athlet-
ics, but it was all worth 
it. She has applied to at-
tend law school and is 
also considering gradu-
ate school. She already 
has earned a degree in 
psychology.

In the interim she hopes to use some of her 

skills and experiences to help the Lady Brah-
man pitching staff which remains anchored by 
two time all state performer Sam Harrell and 
two young girls with loads of talent in Danielle 
Sheffi eld and Kathy Simmons.

“I’m still learning about the girls and their 
pitching styles. It’s my job to bring the best out 
in them and teach them what I can,” she ex-
plained.

Breaux admitted her job is made easier by 
the veteran Harrell who has pitched for four 
years for the Brahmans. She said her younger 
girls also have a lot of potential to be top per-
formers.

“I think they’ll be very good and they have 
a lot potential. They are young and growing, 
and they’ll be very good once they mature and 

develop,” she added.
Breaux has emphasized running and con-

ditioning and has talked to the girls about 
different situations they will be in.  She noted 
sometimes the mental aspect of the sport is 
just as important as physical talent, “I’ve tried 
to simulate situations and game experiences 
where they will have to overcome adversity.  
I’ve emphasized that they must continue to 
work hard even when they are annoyed at the 
situations in the game and exhausted.

“They don’t like some of the conditioning 
I make them do but I know you have to be in 
really great condition in this sport to excel,” she 
explained.

Breaux said the Lady Brahmans have the 
ability to be a top team again this year.
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Protect the Health of Your Skin 
with Regular Exams by a

Dermatologist

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

772.778.7782

863.467.9555

www.TCDermatology.com

EXPO ACTIVITIES

presented by

Meet Pro Anglers

Samples & Giveaways

Free Admission

Walmart Kid’s Zone

Interactive Games

www.facebook.com/flwfishing www.twitter.com/flwfishingwww.flwoutdoors.com

On Lake Okeechobeennnnnn LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLaaaaaaaaaakkkkkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeee  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOkkkkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeeeeeeccccccchhhhhhhhhhhooooooobbbbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOnnnnnOn Lake OkeechobeeOn Lake Okeechobee

WALMART SUPERCENTER

FLW EXPO
Open at Noon | Weigh-in at 4 PM daily | 1005 W Sugarland Hwy. Clewiston, FL

FEB. 11 - 12 | SAT. & SUN.

PRO DAY

s

ways

nennnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

s

ss

Walmart Supercenter
Sat. Feb 4 | 1-3 PM

1005 Sugarland Hwy.

Clewiston, FL

Meet the Pros

Get Autographs & Photos

Learn the Best Fishing

Tips  & Techniques
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New softball pitching coach has Okeechobee roots

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

• The Okeechobee High School Brahman 
boys soccer team dominated the District 15-3A 
Semifi nal match against Suncoast with airtight 
defense and opportunistic offense as they shut 
out the Chargers 4-0, to secure a place in the 
district title match Friday for the fourth consec-
utive year. Okeechobee wants to defend their 
district title won last year in exciting fashion at 
Brahman Stadium, 2-1 over Fort Pierce, when 
they battle Boynton Beach tonight at 7:30 p.m. 
at Jensen Beach High School. Erick Garcia had 
a pair of goals, and Brian Guerrero and Jacalob 
Akins added goals for the Brahmans (16-1-1) 
this year. Serafi n Espinoza pitched a shutout in 
the Brahman net.

• Lady Brahman basketball fell on the road 
Tuesday night in Lake Placid 54-40. The boys 
junior varsity basketball team lost a tight con-
test 44-42 to South Fork at home on Tuesday.

• The OHS wrestling team improved to 
(14-5) in duals this year with a 63-16 victory at 
Westwood on Wednesday night. Justin Morgan 
earned a pin in 51 seconds, while both Larry 
Tabor and Ben Levins earned pins in the fi rst 
round. Ryan Hagan and Johnathon Kemp won 
close decisions to continue their strong run of 

success this year. Okeechobee also earned sev-
eral forfeits. 

This year Allen Leitner and Hagan lead 
the squad with 18 victories. Greg Hernandez, 
Kemp, Tabor and Delfi no Garcia have 16 victo-
ries. Michael Thomas has a strong (9-2) record 
in the 132 pound weight division. The OHS 
grapplers wrapped up their regular season 
with a tough 38-37 loss at Sebastian River on 
Thursday night in Indian River County. Delfi no 
Garcia pinned Tyler Welsh in the fi rst round at 
106 pounds for Okeechobee. Ryan Hagan (145 
pounds), Johnathon Kemp, (182 pounds), and 
Allen Leitner, (170 pounds), all won in impres-
sive fashion for the Brahmans. Justin Morgan 
earned a pin over Nick Cooper at 4:30 in the 
160 pound weight class. Okeechobee will host 
the Class 2A-14 District Tournament on Satur-
day, Feb. 4, starting at 9 a.m.

• Eddie Neal had 16 points and Phil Jones 
added 14 points but it wasn’t enough as OHS 
fell at Port St. Lucie 81-69 in boys varsity bas-
ketball action on Thursday night in St. Lucie 
County. It was the fi nal District 12-7A regular 
season game of the year for the Brahmans. 
Okeechobee will be the low seed for the Dis-
trict Tournament in two weeks.

Sports News in Brief

Okeechobee News/C. 
Murphy

Kelci Breaux was 
hired to be the new 
pitching coach.
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Pre-Owned Vehicles Under $10k

(877) Go-Gilbert or (863) 763-3154www.GilbertChevrolet.com

SALES:
SERVICE & PARTS

BODY SHOP Closed Sundays

APPROVAL
Guaranteed Credit

BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT?
NO PROBLEM!

SAVE BIGIN2012To kick off the new year we’ve made saving as easy as 1, 2, 3!

NO
MONEY DOWN
PAYMENTS AVAILABLE

1 NO
PAYMENTS

UNTIL EASTER

30%
APR FINANCING

2

FOR 72 MONTHS

2012 Chevy Cruze

2012 Chevy Equinox

2012 Chevy Malibu

2012 Chevy Traverse

2012 Chevy Silverado 1500

$189

$259

$199

$299

$1999

11

10 39

9

2002 Ford Econo Cargo Van E-250
Work Van

$3,4959281A

2001 Pontiac Montana Extended
Power Windows/Locks, Power Seats, V6

$4,9951382A

2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse GT
Auto, Power Windows/Locks, Cruise

$4,4951338C

2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser
Auto, Sunroof, Leather

$4,9954956A

2000 Honda Accord EX Sedan
Auto, Leather, V6, Sunroof

$6,4952030A

2008 Chrysler PT Cruiser
Auto, Power Windows/Locks, CD

$9,495U5418

2007 Kia Rio LX 4-door
Auto, 4-Cylinder, Power Windows, Cruise

$8,495U2181

2006 Jeep Liberty Sport 2WD
Auto, V6, Power Windows/Locks, CD

$9,995U8682

Leases are for 39 months/10,000 miles per year with $1,995 due at signing; plus taxes, tag, and fees. Offers assume qualified credit. Guaranteed credit approval may require additional down payments. All incentives and rebates to dealer.  All offers are unique and can’t be used in conjunction with each other. Offers expire 1/31/12. 
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