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Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
The Okeechobee High School JROTC Color Guard consisting of Command Sgt. 
Maj. G. Martinez, 2nd Lt. B. Bush, Capt. J. Sylvia and Maj. A. Rowe retired the Colors 
at the end of the Veterans Day Program in Veterans Park. For more photos online, 
see the Okeechobee News page on Facebook.

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The patriotic and the veterans gathered in 
the Veterans’ Park portion of Flagler Park in 
downtown Okeechobee on the 90th anniver-
sary of the holiday that was fi rst known as Ar-
mistice Day and later Veterans’ Day. 

“We are here today to honor our veterans 
past and present,” said featured speaker W. 
Russ Papy, Commander of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 10539 and a member of the Ameri-
can Legion. “I believe they represent the very 
best of America. He went on to say that our 
liberties were earned by their sacrifi ces. 

Mr. Papy warned the audience that there 
are 10 veterans’ benefi ts that Congress is con-
sidering eliminating, including lower cost for 
health benefi ts, lowering the cost of living al-
lowance, ending government subsidy of com-
missaries, and ending the 20 year retirement 
program. “These programs are not gifts,” Mr. 
Papy said. “They were earned by veterans.“ He 
went on to say that Congress was not consid-

Traditional program honors veterans

See VETERANS — Page 12

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
At 93 George Siehl was probably the 
oldest person at the Veterans Day Pro-
gram at Veterans Park. Mr. Siehl is a 
decorated veteran of World War II and 
the Korean War.    

Veterans Day:Veterans Day:  A time to rememberA time to remember

SFWMD Board adopts 
water shortage warning 
as South Florida heads 
into dry season

In response to improved regional wa-
ter resource conditions, the South Florida 
Water Management District (SFWMD) 
Governing Board Thursday rescinded 
all emergency water shortage orders for 
South Florida, many of which had been in 
place since March this year.

The Governing Board also declared a 
water shortage warning today to encour-
age vigilance and voluntary cutbacks. 
Frequent swings in South Florida’s water 
conditions — and the drier-than-normal 
La Niña forecast — indicate a return to 
water shortage is possible.

“It’s a relief to see an improvement to 
water supplies throughout the region, es-
pecially considering the drier-than-normal 
forecast for the next few months,” said 
SFWMD Governing Board Chairman Joe 
Collins. “We continue to encourage peo-
ple to conserve water and be mindful that 
there is still a chance that dry conditions 
will return in the spring.”

The District’s 16-county region remains 
under permanent conservation measures 
with the Year-Round Irrigation Rule that 
limits landscaping to two or three days per 
week based on location. Permitted water 

Rainfall 
lessens
water 
shortage

See WATER — Page 12

Coquina and 
CenturyLink’s in 
dispute over cut 
cable  ... Page 10 



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

*$5 per month deposit offer applies only to checking accounts that have an active direct deposit, such as payroll or pension deposits. 
$5 per month deposit offer is valid for a 12-month period beginning the month account holder’s debit card is activated. Offer may be withdrawn at any time.

   NEW
CUSTOMER
     OFFER!

   NEW
CUSTOMER
     OFFER!

We Believe In You.

CenterStateBank.com

Equal Housing Lender

We believe in a debit card that 
pays you.Get a debit card—plus free checking

and $5 per month in your account 
for a year.* 

Tired of big bank fees? At CenterState Bank, we believe you 
deserve better. So visit your local CenterState Bank office today 
and pick up a CenterState Bank debit card. We’ll give you a free 
checking account too—and put $5 per month in your account for 
a whole year! That’s our way of saying welcome to CenterState 
Bank. And another way of saying We Believe In You. 

Savings 
Stacked 

High. 
REAL HIGH..

Emory Walker Company
(863) 763-6742 
208 S.W. 5th Avenue

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Okeechobee’s Longest-Established  

Lennox Dealer Since 1975 

Receive up to  
$1,650 in Rebates*

with the purchase of a qualifying  

Lennox® Home Comfort System

AND up to $500 in  
Federal Tax Credits**

Special Financing Available***

OR

CAC014022
Offer expires 12/2/2011. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of 
qualifying Lennox® products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.
gov for more information. ***See dealer for details or visit Lennox.com. © 2011 
Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox 
dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.
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Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
80. East wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 
63. East wind around 5 mph.

Extended Forecast
Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 

86. East southeast wind between 5 and 10 
mph. 

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 67. East southeast wind around 5 
mph. 

Tuesday: Mostly sun-
ny, with a high near 87. 
Southeast wind around 
5 mph. 

Tuesday Night: 
Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 67. Southeast 
wind around 5 mph. 

Wednesday: A 20 percent chance of 
showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 86. 
South wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Wednesday Night: A 20 percent chance 
of showers. Partly cloudy, with a low around 
65. South southeast wind around 5 mph. 

Thursday: A 20 percent chance of 
showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 83. 
East southeast wind around 5 mph. 

Okeechobee Forecast

Special to the Okeechobee News/SEM

Book Challenge
Seminole Elementary students were rewarded with a trip to the Wooden Jun-
gle for their reading achievements in the 100 Book Challenge. Siblings and 
exceptional readers Amelia, Johnathan and Megan Burns stopped frolicking 
long enough to pose for the camera on the giant pyramid.
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Introducing Droid Razr. The ultimate power of Droid. The legendary edge of Razr. 
Combined to form the thinnest 4G LTE smartphone. Reinforced with Corning® Gorilla® 
Glass. Encased in laser cut KEVLAR® fiber — the strongest material in smartphones. 
Power, strength, and 4G LTE speed. Compressed into a deceptively thin profile. 
Available exclusively from Verizon.

FREE ACTIVATION ON INTERNET DEVICES! 
A $35 value! Requires new 2-yr. activation and data pak. Valid 11/10-11/20. 

Save on Tablets, 4G Mobile Hotspots & USB Modems!

Exclusively at

Activation fee/line: $35. 
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line & add’l charges apply to device capabilities. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not 
available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply.  LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE is available in 160 cities & 105 airports in the U.S.; see verizonwireless.com/bestnetwork for details. DROID is a 
trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related companies. Used under license. KEVLAR® is a registered trademark of DuPont used under license by Motorola Mobility, Inc. © 2011 Verizon Wireless. KARZ
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New commissioner
• I am sure Frank Irby will do well and 

I am confi dent that he has the best interest 
for the community. However, I also feel he 
had an unfair advantage over the other can-
didates, since he worked for Governor Scott 
at 2 or 3 of his hospitals. Hopefully, he will 
do great, if not election time is right around 
the corner.

• I wish Mr. Irby well in his new position 
as county commissioner. I hope he will vote 
in the best interest of all the people and do 
what is right for the county.

• The voters didn’t vote him in before 
and I doubt they will vote him in next No-
vember. I hope all of those candidates that 
applied for the vacancy will get on the ballot 
next year.

• With my knowledge of the situation, 
Frank Irby was the only one with a resume 
even remotely good enough to be inter-
viewed. Before attacking a man’s charac-
ter about where/when/who he worked for 
maybe you should get to know the person, 
or do a little research to fi nd out about the 
man, fi rst as opposed to just speculating. If 
you don’t like, then do something about it in 
November. I doubt you’ll be successful be-
cause COMMISSIONER Irby will be a great 
fi t to our BOCC!

• Is it a person’s resume that should only 
be considered? You do not need a degree 
to be a county commissioner, common 
sense would suffi ce. Also, what happened 
to changes from the recently elected? What 
ever happened about consolidating the de-
partments?

• Some of the people who put their 
names in the running for the appointment 
cannot run for election to that commission 
seat because they don’t live in the district. 
The rule was you did not have to live in the 
district to be appointed, but you do have to 
live in the district to run for election or re-
election to that offi ce. I do hope those who 
are qualifi ed and who are interested in serv-
ing the county come out and run for elec-
tion. It is better for the county if the voters 
have more choices of candidates.

Sexual harassment
• It all boils down the liberals are scared 

of Cain and will do anything to keep that 
bum in offi ce.

• Only one woman said anything about 
the alleged sexual harassment at the time 
and that was 15 years ago. Now others are 
coming forward and saying they were ha-
rassed 15 years ago too. If whatever he said 
or did really offended them, I think they 
would have reported it a lot sooner. Seems 
like the Democrats are digging for any dirt 
they can fi nd. What is funny is that with Bill 
Clinton’s history you would think that the 
Democrats would leave that alone.

Bad behavior
• If you think Facebook is a problem, 

think what must be in the texts and mes-
sages sent by teens on their phones.

• Back in the day, when there were no 
phones and toys, everything was much sim-
pler.

• Before the internet, things were settled 
face to face and it was done with one way 
or another and not everyone knew about it. 
Now everyone thinks that if it is posted, it is 
true and everyone in Okeechobee believes 
it to be true, especially the teenagers and 
parents.

• These kids have no fi lters. They don’t 
think before they post things that are very 
cruel and hurtful. They think it’s funny and 
don’t care if they ruin someone else’s life. 
And it goes back to the parents who did not 
teach them empathy. Before you post some-
thing, think how you would feel if it was said 
about you or a member of your family. Be-
ing kind is always the best choice.

• Facebook and other internet postings 
are not as anonymous as some people 
think. Be careful what you post online. You 
may be held accountable for it. And it could 
cost you a potential job or entry into a col-
lege program. Don’t post anything that you 
would not sign your name to.

Going Out
• I enjoyed the ‘Going Out’ section in the 

paper on Friday. And it was quite interesting 
to see all the things there are to do either in 
Okeechobee 
or in neighbor-
ing commu-
nities. I don’t 
think I’m up to 
a hike around 
the dike, but I 
might take in 
a play.

Evangelize with your heart
1 Peter 2:9, 2 Peter 1:7, 
Proverbs 4:23

By Rev. Pauline G. Livatt
New St. Stephens A.M.E. Church

Did you know that when a person fi rst 
encounters you they are supposed to know 
who you are and whose you are?

People are generally drawn to you or 
driven away from you by your very presence, 
your person and what it is in your heart and 
spirit.

It’s the spirit of God that you carry around 
with you that attracts people of God. As a 
child of God, there should be something dif-
ferent about you, something special, some-
thing that stands out when you walk into a 
room, something that makes people want 
what you have. That something should be 
the heart of God.

Within your heart should fl ow the love of
God. Everything about you should refl ect the
heart of God; your speech, your presence,
your walk, the way you present yourself and
even your smile.

The way we should be drawing people to
Christ is by love and acts. Let us show kind-
ness to the saved and to the unsaved, be-
cause we are all children of God. (Bringing
people to Christ through the work of a Godly
heart.) Eventually, the unsaved will want
what you have, the peace that rests inside
you, the love of God that fi lls your life and
the beautiful smile that you carry around
with you regardless of bad times. Yes, even
something as little as a smile or a hug could
transform someone’s life. Remember, it’s
the little things that are done that can make
a world of difference in the lives of others.

Prayer: Lord, help us to have the heart of
God so that we may be a blessing unto your
kingdom by bringing people to you through
our heart.

Margaret Smith’s story
Margaret C. Smith is a member of the 

Okeechobee Quilters Club that meets weekly 
at the Okeechobee Historical Museum where 
the members donate their time making lap 
blankets and baby quilts for those in need 
of them. Margaret wants to share her story 
of two life-threatening medical emergencies 
and how donated blood saved her life each 
time.

Early one morning 40 years ago, when 
Margaret resided in Hollywood, Fla., she was 
awakened by terrible abdominal pains. At 
daylight, she called her doctor who met her at 
the hospital where Margaret was in so much 
agony that the doctor could not determine 
the cause so he had no choice but to operate 
on her. The surgery revealed that Margaret 
was bleeding internally from a ruptured ovar-
ian cyst and required a blood transfusion to 
replace the blood she had lost.

In 1988, Margaret suffered another medi-
cal emergency that resulted in her needing 
a blood transfusion to survive. Margaret had 
moved to Okeechobee by then and loved to 
go out fi shing on Lake Okeechobee. At the 
time she suffered from stomach ulcers and 
took antacids for the burning pain. One day 
while she was fi shing, the ever-present pain 
suddenly stopped. Margaret was alarmed and 
went to bed as soon as she got home. When 
she woke up, she realized she was bleeding 
internally. She drove herself to her doctor in 

Hollywood and 
he promptly 
admitted her 
into the hospi-
tal. As Margaret 
walked into the 
hospital, she 
fainted and fell 
as a result of 
her losing so 
much blood due to a perforated bleeding
ulcer. Once again, Margaret needed a blood
transfusion to replace lost blood.

Margaret has enjoyed good health ever
since; however, she knows she could have
died on two separate occasions had it not
been for the donated blood she received.

A medical emergency, such as Margaret
experienced, can happen to anybody at any
time. Our local hospital keeps an ample sup-
ply of blood on hand for these emergencies.
The one and only source of that blood supply
is people like you and me. 

Be a hero; be a blood donor by giving the
gift of life at the Sixth Annual Okeechobee
Blood Roundup to be held at the Freshman
Campus on Nov. 19 and 20, from 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. each day. Your unit of blood will help
meet the Roundup’s goal of 600 units of do-
nated blood in two days. One unit of your
blood can be broken down into separate
components and can save three lives.

Susan Williams
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To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
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The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
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Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
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Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.
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Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!
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Tree Locators, Inc.
- Plants 
-Trees
- Natural Stone
- Decorative Gravel

- Manufactured Stone
- Design 
- Installation
- Full Garden Center

“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”

863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730 
treelocators@aol.com

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972 

SStinnett,, Inc.
RReess iiddeenntt ii aa lll &&& CCoommmmeerrcc iiaa ll •• Painting

• Walll Coverings
• Pressuree Cleaning

•• SanddBlasting

Serving Okeechobee Since 1969

Lic. #1406-01

•• Painting
• Walll Coverings

• Pressuree Cleaning
•• SanddBlasting

Stinnett,, Inc.

(863)763-5251 (863)634-0614

Call a PRO

24-Hour

Customer Service 

Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License
AL11944

909 So. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee

863
357-4INK

4465
• VIP Discounts

wwww.inkwell4ink.com

AN AFFORDABLE WAY TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS!!!

203 SE 2nd St. Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Contact Adam Homer
863.467.4522 office • 863.801-0999 cell

30yr old male 250k $11.31 per month
40yr old male 250k $14.57 per month
50yr old male 250k $30.89 per montth

Rates shown as non tobacco preferred
Affordable Term Life Insurance

fessional

863.532.1077

Lic #1862
Lic #10355

Free Estimates 

Licensed and Insured

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Choice Automotive
Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service 

• Brakes • Window Motors • Tune Ups • Welding 

• Engine Mechanics 

Located Behind Rita’s
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave.
Okeechobee, FL

863-467-6633

& Custom Exhaust

Tattoos & Piercings
Lori C. Berger 
Exclusive Agent 

Allstate Insurance Company 
800 S. Parrott Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Phone 863-467-1265
Fax 863-467-1085
Cell 863-634-8437
AO58810@Allstate.com 

Place your 

business card

here

Select ConsignmentNew Fashions,
Accessories and

Unique Gifts

OPEN 
Mon - Thurs
10am to 6pm 

Friday :10am - 7pm
Sat: 9am-3pm

Privacy screens & bras

5th wheel skirts

Boat tops & covers

Repairs & modifications

The Canvas Shop, LLC
On-site service 

909 S. Parrott Ave. Ste B
Okeechobee, FL 34974

863.763.7500
Fax: 863-763-6754Carl & Donna Gaiser

Call for Lunch Delivery 
11am - 2pm

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone 

198 Hwy. 98 N. Okeechobee, Fl 34972
(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • Fax (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

Place your business

card here

email
adsales@newszap.com

5Okeechobee NewsNovember 13, 2011

By Mickie Anderson
University of Florida

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Food-safety experts 
have long believed that Salmonella bacteria 
could only enter tomatoes through wounds 
in the stem or fruit — but a new University 
of Florida laboratory study shows it can also 
happen another way.

Plant pathologist Ariena van Bruggen, a 
professor in UF’s Institute of Food and Agri-
cultural Sciences, published a paper today in 
the online journal PLoS One, with research 
fi ndings that show — for the fi rst time — that 
Salmonella can enter tomato plants through 
intact leaves, travel through the plant and 
end up in the fruit itself.

But she says she can’t stress enough that 

it isn’t at all easy for it to happen, even in 
the lab, and would be unlikely under fi eld 
conditions.

“The message is that yes, (Salmonella) 
can be internalized in tomato, but it’s rare 
— the chance is so low,” she said. “I would 
tell consumers not to worry too much.”

Although van Bruggen, a member of UF’s 
Emerging Pathogens Institute, described 
her experiment as a “worst-case scenario,” 
she said the fi ndings suggest tomato grow-
ers and packers should continue to review 
their already-stringent safety standards, tak-
ing a look at factors such as irrigation water 
sources, the possibility of wild animals get-
ting too close to plants and the use of sur-
factants.

Keith Schneider, a food safety expert and 

IFAS faculty member, called the study’s fi nd-
ings intriguing, but said hand-washing by 
consumers and food handlers is still likely to 
have the single biggest impact on whether 
people become ill from anything they eat.

“There is probably a far bigger risk of 
people becoming sick from not washing 
their hands, or their kids not washing their 
hands, than the possibility of this route of in-
fection occurring in nature,” he said.

Tomatoes are a $619 million annual in-
dustry in Florida and food-safety scares do 
tremendous damage to growers. In 2008, 
the industry lost an estimated $100 million 
when federal health offi cials erroneously 
blamed a Salmonella outbreak on domesti-
cally grown tomatoes, only to announce lat-
er that contaminated jalapeño and Serrano 

peppers from Mexico were responsible.
Salmonella is among the most common 

foodborne illnesses, often spread by raw 
or undercooked meat, poultry or eggs, but 
sometimes through contaminated produce. 
It can cause abdominal pain, fever, nausea 
and vomiting.

Results from the 2 ½ -year study were 
published Thursday  in the online, open-
access journal Public Library of Sciences 
(PLoS) One. 

Reggie Brown, manager of the Florida 
Tomato Committee, which has regulatory 
authority over most of the state’s tomato 
production, said the industry has some of 
the most stringent safety standards in agri-
culture, anywhere. In Florida, safe tomato 
production practices are required by law.

Study shows Salmonella can reach tomato through leaves
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Carol Ann Herald, 66
OKEECHOBEE — Carol Ann Herald, age 66, 

died at Raulerson Hospital on Sunday, Nov. 6, 
2011.

Carol was born Sept. 24, 1945, in Clinton, Ind., 
and resided there for 25 years. She then lived in 
Kentucky until 2006 when she relocated to 
Okeechobee. She was a member of the Catholic 
faith. Her fl owers and animals held a special 
place in her heart.

She is survived by one son, Troy Clemons of 
Okeechobee; daughters, Sheila Clemons of 
Okeechobee, Bobbie Jo (Leonard) Gilstrap of 
Hartford, Ky.; four grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; a brother, John Evol; and two 
sisters, Joyce (Ernie) Strange and Mary (Robert) 
Yowell, all of Clinton, Ind.

There are no services planned at this time.
Friends may send online condolences at 

www.buxtonseawinds.com.
All arrangements are under the care of Mat-

thew and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Seawinds Fu-
neral Home, 3833 SE 18th Terrace, 
Okeechobee, Florida.

Curtis Parks, 87
OKEECHOBEE — Curtis Parks, age 87, of 

Okeechobee, died Monday, Nov. 7, 2011, in 
Raulerson Hospital.

Born Dec. 7, 1923, in Blackville, Okla., he had 
lived in Dublin, Ga., 
before moving to 
Okeechobee in 
1946. He was a re-
tired truck driver 
from Hector Feed 
Mills.

He was preceded 
in death by his par-
ents, Sam Parks and 
Mattie McCloud; two 
sons, Curtis, Jr. and 
Valton Parks; and 
his loving wife, Rosie 
Parks of 54 years.

He is survived by fi ve children, Alma Grace, Al-
gia Cope (Willie) of Okeechobee, Alberta 
Thomas of Dublin, Ga., Corbin Bethel of Okee-
chobee, and Jim Parks of New York; brother, 
Izel McBride of Columbus, Ga.; three sisters, 
Janet Fountain, Lucy Mae Tolfer of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and Lena McCoy of Telfair, Ga.; fi ve God-
children, Pat Grant, Kim Palmer, Rose (Booker) 
Ferrell, Manford Cotton and Sharrod Worthen; 
and a host of nieces, nephews, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and friends. 

The family will receive friends on Saturday, 
Nov. 19, 2011, from noon until service time of 1 
p.m. in the First Missionary Baptist Church 
(Dean’s Court), Okeechobee. Interment will fol-
low in Evergreen Cemetery.  

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of the Buxton Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 110 NE 5th Street, Okeechobee, Fl. On-line 
condolences may be made at www.buxtonfu-
neralhome.com.

Gwendolyn ‘Gwen’ Palmer, 80
OKEECHOBEE — Gwendolyn “Gwen” Palmer, 

80, born May 13, 1931, in Vancouver, Canada, 
passed away on Saturday, Nov. 5, 2011, from 
lung cancer.

She moved to Ft. Lauderdale, in 1960 along 
with her husband, 
Gordon and her two 
children, William 
“Ken” Kerr and Su-
san Kerr (May). 
Gwen and Gordon 
retired to River Acres 
in Okeechobee in 
1989. They were 
happily married for 
47 years before he 
left her side in May, 
2007. Her fun-loving 
son, Ken, 
left this world in March, 2010. They 
are now catching “the big one” on some won-
derful lake together.

Gwen enjoyed spending time with family and 
friends, always with a joke to tell. Articulate in 
her beliefs she never let any obstacle slow her 
down. She may have been blind the last few 
years of her life, but she remained independent 
and strong-willed to the very end. Gwen was a 
wonderful wife, mom, grandma and friend, 
loved by all who crossed her path and will be 
missed by all. Including Sam her Basset, who 
was always right beside her.

Her surviving family members are: daughter, 
Susan (Jim) May of Coconut Creek, Fla.;  grand-
son,  Jeff (Krissy) May, their children Kylie and 
Jacob of Austin, Texas; granddaughter, Sandra 
May of Coconut Creek, Fla.; granddaughters, 
Jessica (Chris) Clemence; Julie (Dan) King, their 
children Kylie and William from Oregon; and 
grandson, David Kerr, of Oregon. Yes, she has 
two great-granddaughters named Kylie.

We all will miss her daily.

Wanda Philbrick (Speer), 76
OKEECHOBEE — Wanda Philbrick (Speer), 

age 76, of Okeechobee, died Wednesday, Nov. 
9, 2011, in the Hamrick Home Hospice.

She was born Dec. 7, 1934, to Willis and Mil-
dred Long in Merndon, Mo. She was founder of 
the original Big Lake Real Estate and was retired 
from Emory Walker.

Wanda enjoyed watching Dr. Charles Stanley 
on television, reading and quilting.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Donald Philbrick.

She is survived by fi ve children, Ricky Speer of 
Gadsden, Ala., Cheryl Bohannon of Okeecho-
bee, Ronald Speer of Okeechobee, Stephanie 
Boatwright and Leita Conner, both of Gadsden, 
Ala., Debbie Wiley of Ft. Lauderdale; ten grand-
children and eight great-grandchildren.

Services were held on Saturday, Nov. 12, 2011, 
at 3 p.m. in the Okeechobee Church of God 
with Pastor Mark Smith Offi ciating.  

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of the Buxton Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 110 NE 5th Street, Okeechobee, Fl. On-line 
condolences may be made at www.buxtonfu-
neralhome.com.

Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Obituaries
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Sign guestbooks at http://www.legacy.com

Eagles to host Sunday dinner
Sunday, Nov. 13, the Cypress Hut Ea-

gles will have a Fried Chicken Dinner from 
noon-4 p.m. $6  plate. Public is welcome.

Benefi t set to help 
Indiantown VFW

On Sunday, Nov. 13, at 2 p.m. Big Lake 
VFW Post 10539, 3912 Hwy. 441 South, will 
be having a benefi t for the Indiantown VFW 
that was totally destroyed by a tornado last 
month. All proceeds to be donated to their 
building fund. Come join us for food, music 
and raffl es. The public is welcome. Come 
out and meet your veterans.

Masons to host 
Sunday breakfast

The Okeechobee Masonic Lodge, 107 
N.W. 5th, will host Sunday Breakfast on Sun-
day, Nov. 13, from 8-11 a.m. Full breakfast 
includes eggs, pancakes and all the rest for 
$6. The public is welcome and carryouts are 
available. All proceeds will benefi t local Ma-
son giving programs.

OREA meeting scheduled
The Okeechobee Retired Educators will 

be meeting on Monday, Nov. 14, begin-
ning at 11 a.m., in the meeting room of Beef 
O’Brady’s to celebrate Florida’s Retired Edu-
cators Day. Any retired educator is encour-
aged to attend.

OHS Girls Soccer to hold 
5K Run/Walk

Come out and join OHS Girls Soccer in 
a 5K Run/Walk on Saturday, Nov. 19, at 8 
a.m. at the Taylor Creek Stormwater Treat-
ment Area on Hwy 441 N. Entry fees prior to 
Nov. 14 are $20; $25 day of race. Each regis-
terd runner or walker will receive commem-
morative t-shirt and goody bag. All proceeds 
from the event will benefi t the OHS Girls 
Soccer Team. For more information, please 
call Jeri Raulerson at 863-697-8982.

Okeechobee Amateur Radio 
Club meeting to be held

The next meeting of the Okeechobee 
Amateur Radio Club (OARC) will be at 7 
p.m., on Monday, Nov. 14, at the Red Cross 
offi ce on North Parrott Ave. All club mem-
bers and anyone interested in learning more 
about Amateur Radio is invited to attend. We 
will be meeting informally at 6 p.m., an hour 
before the meeting, at Five Guys Burgers and 
Fries for light meal and everyone is invited to 
meet with us there as well. For more infor-
mation contact Tom Timmons (N3RHV) at 
ttimmons@dtimmons.com.

Nutritional class to open
CRA Nutritional Class will be held on 

Monday, Nov. 14, at 5:30 p.m. at Douglas
Chiropractic and Fitness Center taught by 
Dr. Edward Douglas. For more informational 
call 863-763-4320. This is a free community 
service.

Community Events



Registration is now under way for the 
2012 Spring Semester at Indian River State 
College with a wide variety of educational 
opportunities to launch a career or re-train 
for a new direction in life. The College offers 
convenient one-stop student services centers 
to help students of all ages plan their educa-
tional and career path and obtain fi nancial 
aid information. Financial aid and scholar-
ships are available for full-time and part-time 
students. In fact, over $36 million in fi nancial 
aid was awarded to IRSC students last year 

to continue their education for a brighter fu-
ture. Students are encouraged to apply for 
fi nancial aid now for upcoming semesters. 

IRSC’s growing menu of Bachelor’s 
Degree programs includes Biology, Digital 
Media, Human Services, Organizational 
Management, Public Safety Administration, 
Health Care Management, Nursing, High 
School and Middle School Math and Sci-
ence and Exceptional Student Education 
(ESE). The Associate in Arts degree prepares 
students for university transfer. Associate 

in Science degree programs develop the 

knowledge needed for in-demand careers 

in technology, health care, business, pub-

lic safety and many other fi elds, enabling 

students to build marketable skills that are 

attractive to employers. Professional devel-

opment courses enhance specifi c skills and 

personal development classes encompass 

many areas of interest. Students can take 

advantage of Academic Support Centers for 

free tutoring to help them succeed in their 

classes. For more information, call the IRSC 

Information Call Center at 1-866-792-4772.

November 7 and 8, 2011
Cows 
Breaking 62.00 69.00
Cutter 53.00 63.00
Canner 

Bulls
1000-1500 76.00 82.00
1500-2000 70.00 74.00

 Monday Tuesday
Calves 873 1723
Cows 65 402
Str 9 118
Hfrs 8 68
Bulls 22 38
Yrlngs 10 9
Mix 6 0
Total 993 2358

Med #1 Steers Hfrs
200-250 180-200 130-140
250-300 170-185 125-142
300-350 155-180 117-135
350-400 135-155 112-124
400-450 126-140 110-122
450-500 123-134 105-115
550-600 119-130 100-111
600-650 117-129 98-104

Med #2  Steers Hfrs
200-250 155-170 120-137
250-300 145-165 112-127
300-350 120-132 107-123
350-400 112-125 105-115
400-450 110-122 100-111

Lots and lots of cattle this 
week and guess what? Calf 
prices were 

even higher this week! We 
had good 700# steers bring-
ing prices up to $1.20! Cows 
and bulls looked to be steady 
to a little cheaper, especially 
on medium cows. Good, big 
yielders were still holding 
their value. Robert R. Smith, 
Commercial Ranch and 
Pearce Cattle topped the calf 
market this week with a high 
of $2. Sacramento Farms 
topped the cow market this 
week with a high of $81.

No sales Thanksgiving 
Week! Back on Monday, Nov. 
28. Can’t believe this year is 
already winding down!

See ya next week, Todd
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“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists
• Metal & Shingle Roofs 
• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING

Tired of the 
Wild Ride?

3.65%
Guaranteed for 5 Years

CALL TODAY!

Single Premium deferred annuities are guaranteed for 5, 7, or 10 years.  
Should you choose to continue the annuity after the fifth, seventh, or 
tenth year guaranteed period, the minimum rate guarantee is 1.00% 
for contracts issued in 2011.  Interest rates effective 7/15/2011 and are 
subject to change without notice.  Quoted interest rates do not reflect 
optional liquidity riders.  If you choose to add any of the available 
liquidity riders the interest rate will be reduced accordingly.  Early 
withdrawals may be subject to Surrender Charges and Market Value 
Adjustments.  The IRS may impose penalties for early withdrawals from 
qualified plans.  Contracts issued by Sentinel Security Life Insurance 
Company.

AVB-003-FL

Lee Jay Hart
877-339-5015

(561) 747-1232

Improve your appearance, your 
confidence, and your self esteem.
Enhance your breast, flatten your

tummy or shed unwanted fat. Let us
help you look and feel your very best!

• Tummy Tuck
• Breast Augmentation 
• Breast Lift/Reduction
• Endoscopic Brow Lift
• Face Lift
• Nasal Surgery
• Eyelid Surgery
• Liposculpture
• Botox and Fillers

Okeechobee 
Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

THEATRE I:“CONTAGION”  
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

Nov. 11Nov. 11THTH -- Nov. 17Nov. 17THTH

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE III:“TOWER HEIST”  
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG-13

PG-13

NOV. 17, 10PM Early Release Show $8
“Twilight Saga, Breaking Dawn, Part I”

Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
• Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • MMatinees - $4.50

PG

THEATRE II:“PUSS ‘N’ BOOTS”  
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00
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Okeechobee Livestock Market Report

Register now for spring semester at IRSC

Okeechobee Cattlewomen 
to host special lunch

The Okeechobee Cattlewmen will 

host a special lunch with Carlton Ward, 

Jr., environmental photojournalist of 

“Florida Cowboys: Keepers of the Last 

Frontier” on Friday, Nov. 18. Doors open 

at 11:30 a.m. at IRSC Williamson Center - 

Raulerson Auditorium. Seating is limited. 

Pre-register by Nov. 15 with Amy Storey 

of Seacoast Nat’l Bank at 863-467-4663 or 

Amy.Storry@SeacoastNational.com.
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Richard “Caleb” Smith was born at 3:13 
p.m., October 25, 2011, at Martin Memorial 
Hospital in Stuart. He weighed 9 pounds, 6 

ounces, and was 21 inches long. 
He is the son of Richard Smith V and Rachel 

Dickhart of Okeechobee, and little brother of 
Callie Ann. 

His maternal grandparents are Scott and Anna 
Concannon of Okeechobee and Dave and Brenda 
Dickhart of Fort Pierce. 

His paternal grandparents are Richard Smith IV 
of Okeechobee and Anita Burt of Okeechobee. 

His great-grandparents are Elizabeth Smith of 
Okeechobee and Allen and Francis Hazellief of 
Okeechobee.

RICHARD ‘CALEB’ SMITH
BIRTHS

Danny and Melanie Stinnett of Okeechobee an-
nounce the engagement of their daughter Rachel 
to John F. Trent, son of Donnie and Pam Trent 

of Okeechobee. Grandparents of the bride are Emily 
Burdeshaw, Ben and Judy Burdeshaw, and Betty and the 
late Julian Stinnett all of Okeechobee. Grandparents of 
the groom are Luther and Gladys Trent of Okeechobee 
and Harry and Evelyn Risius of Bricelyn, Minnesota.The 
bride-to-be graduated from Okeechobee High School and 
the University of South Florida. She is currently a teacher at 
Everglades Elementary.  John  graduated from Okeechobee 
High School and is the manager of Quik-Change Oil 
& Lube. Their wedding day is November 26, 2011. 

JOHN TRENT

ENGAGEMENT

RACHEL STINNETT &

1796 Hwy 441 North Okeechobee, FL 34972 • (863) 763-2151 • RaulersonHospital.com
For a Free Physician Referral & Healthcare Questions, Call CONSULT-A-NURSE ®  at 1-800-449-8642

To schedule an appointment contact 877-331-7027.

Some Of Our Services Available Include:

Emergency Care Twenty-four hours, seven days a week, Emergency Room care

Radiology X-ray, Ultrasound, MRI, CAT Scan, and Nuclear Medicine

Rehabilitation Including Physical Therapy, Speech Therapy, & Occupational Therapy

Surgical Services Including Colon/Rectal Surgery, Ear Nose & Throat Surgery, Endoscopic Surgery, 
General Surgery, Gynecology, Orthopedic, Podiatry, Stereotactic Breast Surgery,  
TIF (for chronic heartburn), Vascular Surgery and Urology

Raulerson Hospital will become a smoke-free campus effective November 1, 2011. 

This September Raulerson 
Hospital was recognized as 
a top performing hospital 
in The Joint Commission’s 
Top Performers on Key 
Quality Measures Program.
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Historically in hospitals, 
key patient health informa-
tion, such as vital signs, 
are captured with various 
medical devices that do not 
communicate electronically 
to the patient’s medical re-
cord. Instead, it is usually 
documented on paper and 
re-entered manually in the 
medical record. 

By Dec. 1, Raulerson 
Hospital will be utilizing a 
new technology, Vitals Now, 
to automatically communicate data, such 
as patients’ vital signs, to their care team 
in real time. With the implementation of 
Vitals Now, doctors and nurses will be able 
to view patients’ key health information 
mere seconds after it was measured from 
the patients’ bedside, rather than minutes. 
With this new automation of vitals, manual 
entry of the data will no longer be neces-
sary, further improving the coordination of 

care and patient safety. 
Vitals Now is just one 

example of the latest tech-
nology being introduced 
to Raulerson’s medical 
staff to improve their 
monitoring and commu-
nication of patient health 
information. Earlier this 
summer Raulerson Hos-
pital invested in a point-
of-care tool, called the 
I-STAT device, which pro-
vides critical care nurses 

and physicians with an advanced internal 
evaluation of the patient’s severity of sepsis, 
in only two-minutes, all from the comfort 
of the patient’s bedside. Raulerson Hospital 
is committed to providing its patients the 
best care from its medical team and the lat-
est technology and devices impacting the 
medical fi eld. For more information about 
Raulerson Hospital visit RaulersonHospital.
com or call 863-763-2151.

Raulerson deploys new 
technology, enhancing safety

By Pat Dobbins
Special to the Okeechobee News

There are increasing concerns about 
the over-use or improper use of antibiotics. 
Typically, the best treatment for otherwise 
healthy adults with acute bronchitis, colds 
and most types of sore throats is to simply 
help alleviate symptoms, according to new 
principles. All too often antibiotics are pre-
scribed for adults with upper respiratory 
infections caused by viruses, which do not 
respond to antibiotics meant to treat bacte-
rial infections.

Antibiotics are appropriate to fi ght bacte-
rial infections, however, taking antibiotics 
for viral infections, such as a cold, most sore 
throats, acute bronchitis and many sinus or 
ear infections WILL NOT help many prob-
lems. In these cases, antibiotics:

•WILL NOT cure the infection;
•WILL NOT keep other people from get-

ting sick;
•WILL NOT help you or your child feel 

better.
The excessive use of antibiotics among 

outpatients has contributed to the emer-
gence and spread of antibiotic-resistant bac-
teria in many communities. Increasing anti-
biotic resistance among common pathogens 
is leaving fewer effective drugs available to 
treat infectious diseases. When resistance 
develops in fi rst-line drugs, the remaining 
alternative drugs may be less effective, more 
expensive and more diffi cult to administer. 

Colds and many other upper respiratory 
infections, as well as some ear infections, 
are caused by viruses, not bacteria. If antibi-
otics are used too often for things they can’t 
treat (like colds or other viral infections) 

they can stop working effectively against 
bacteria when you or your child really needs 
them. Antibiotic resistance is when antibiot-
ics can no longer cure bacterial infections. 
Widespread overuse and inappropriate use 
of antibiotics is fueling an increase in anti-
biotic-resistant bacteria. So there may come 
a time when you or your child really needs 
an antibiotic for a bacterial infection, and it 
may not work. 

Did you know? 
•Antibiotic resistance is one of the 

world’s most pressing public health threats. 
•Antibiotics are the most important tool 

we have to combat life-threatening bacterial 
diseases. 

•Increasing antibiotic resistance is com-
promising the effectiveness of antibiotics. 

•Patients, healthcare providers, health 
departments, hospital administrators and 
policy makers must work together to em-
ploy effective strategies for improving ap-
propriate antibiotic use which will ultimately 
saving lives. 

What can you do to help?
•Do not demand antibiotics when a doc-

tor says they are not needed. 
•Do not take an antibiotic for a viral in-

fection like a cold or most sore throats. 
•Do not take antibiotics prescribed for 

someone else. The antibiotic may not be ap-
propriate for your or your child’s illness. Tak-
ing the wrong medicine may delay correct 
treatment and allow bacteria to multiply. 

For more information about antimicro-
bial resistance, including the overuse or mis-
use of antibiotics, visit CDC websites: http://
www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/actionplan/
index.htm; http://www.cdc.gov/drugresis-
tance/index.htm.

Overuse of antibiotics
is a cause for concern
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                     TD Bank, N.A. | TD Convenience CheckingSM minimum daily checking balance required as of 03/09/11. © 2011 Visa U.S.A. Inc. MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license. From MONEY Magazine, September 2011 © 2011 Time Inc. MONEY and Time Inc. are not affi liated 
with, and do not endorse products or services of TD Bank, N.A. 

 FREE Debit Card On The Spot 

  NO Monthly Fees for 
Debit Card Purchases

 FREE Online Banking & Bill Pay

  Live Customer Service 24/7

THINKING OF A NEW BANK?
SWITCH TO TD BANK.

Checking with just a $100 minimum 
daily balance to avoid a monthly fee.

Trade-in your old bank today. 
We’re open early and open late.
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Open 
Evenings

Emergencies
Welcome 

All Insurance Welcome

FREE
Digital X-Ray &
Consultation or
Second Opinion

NEW
DENTURES

$359
starting at

$99 ea.

starting at

(D5110) (D5120) Exp.11/30/11 Exp. 11/30/11 Exp. 11/30/11(D2750) (D7140)

FROM

(D9310) (D0330)

CROWNS EXTRACTIONS

$499
LIMITED TIME ONLY

IMPLANTOLOGY IS NOT A RECOGNIZED SPECIALTY BY THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION AND FLORIDA BOARD OF DENTISTRY. NEW TREATMENT PROGRAM ONLY. THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE OR PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT

OR BE REIMBURSED FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATEMENT WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED OR REDUCED FEE, SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. 

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

1120 S. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

467-7100
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

It seems a telephone company and a lo-
cal government body are at odds.

CenturyLink currently has a claim against 
Coquina Water Control District for cutting 
their underground telephone cable. That 
claim was the basis for a good bit of discus-

sion at the Wednesday, Nov. 9, meeting of 
the Coquina Board of Supervisors meeting. 

It is Coquina’s position that the cable was 
not where the telephone company marked 
it. Board attorney Tony Young said the law 
requires an underground utility to put up a 
line of fl ags where an underground line is 
located. Then he said they are required to 
mark a line two feet on either side of that 
line. The underground cable is supposed to 
be within that four foot wide strip. The Cen-
turyLink cables in Coquina were not identi-
fi ed that way according to Superintendent 
Danny Faircloth. He stated that the cable that 
was cut was a little over three feet from the 
line marked by CenturyLink.

Supervisor Ken Childs noted that there 
are three entities involved in the dispute, Co-
quina, CenturyLink, and a contracted cable 
locator company. He suggested and the 
board concurred that a meeting be set up of 
the three parties to see if the problem could 
be resolved. The board voted not to pay the 
pending claim at this time.

Mr. Young suggested that Mr. Faircloth 
take pictures before and after digging around 
CenturyLink cables.

Turning to other matters, engineer Bryan 
Clemons reported that he was getting ready 
to apply for South Florida Water Manage-
ment District permits to dig for fi ll dirt on the 
entire 24 acres Coquina had recently pur-
chased. While all the property will eventu-
ally be used, present plans call for clearing 
and digging on two sites. Chairman Melvin 

Byars said he was looking at other lots that 
could be purchased for fi ll dirt. He also said 
he was looking at six places where ditch 
work needs to be done to improve drainage 
and prevent fl ooding. 

As to the guard rail project that had been 
discussed at a previous meeting, Mr. Byars 
said the canal levels need to be lower before 
that work is started. While vegetation does 
slow the fl ow if water in the canals, Mr. By-
ars sad the vegetation also cleans the water. 
At this time he said that all the canals are 
now draining satisfactorily. 

“We have to do something,” Mr. Byars 
said of he current mowing program. “We 
are getting nowhere.” The board discussed 
either expanding the scope of the present 
contract or advertising for a new contract 
with a larger scope of work. 

Mr. Young was instructed to put together 
a written protocol for the entire election 
procedure to avoid the kind of problems 
experienced in the recent election of board 
members. 

Mr. Childs brought up the question of 
fences across roadways in Coquina. Mr. By-
ars said that some of those fences are legal 
because the road they are blocking is not a 
legal easement. It was suggested that a list 
of such fences be made to determine which 
ones are legal. 

The board received some good fi nancial 
news. Mr. Byars noted that there was $40,000 
carried over from last year’s budget and that 
some back taxes are being paid.   

Before adjourning the board went out 
into the fi eld to inspect work being done to 
replace a culvert in a canal and to observe 
fl ags put up by CenturyLink to mark their 
underground cables as well as what they 
called an exposed telephone cable that was 
not buried properly. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Coquina disputes CenturyLink’s cable placement

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Tony Young, attorney for Coquina 
Water Control District, points to fl ags 
marking the position of CenturyLink’s 
underground telephone cable in Vi-
king.  A Coquina employee recently 
cut a telephone cable. It is Coquina’s 
position that the line was not where it 
was supposed to be.

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Bryan Clemons, engineer for Coquina 
Water Control District, inspects work 
being done to replace a culvert in a 
canal in Viking. The inspection was 
performed as part of the Wednesday, 
Nov. 9, meeting of the Coquina Board 
of Supervisors.
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• Family Owned & Operated Since 1978• Family Owned & Operated Since 1978
• We Service All Brands• We Service All Brands
• 1 Year Guarantee on Replacement Parts• 1 Year Guarantee on Replacement Parts
• 24/7 Emergency Service• 24/7 Emergency Service
• FREE Estimates & Second Opinions • FREE Estimates & Second Opinions 
 on Equipment Replacements on Equipment Replacements
• Visit okeeac.com to receive 10% off  repair• Visit okeeac.com to receive 10% off  repair

FPL
PARTICIPATING
INDEPENDENT
CONTRACTOR

- CWF-UV Clear Wood Finish Natural 5
gal. size $95.00

- Lanco Roof Coating 5 Gal. Size White
7 yr. $58.40 per 5 Gal.

- 40 yr Siliconized Caulking 99¢ per tube

- Paintbrush 2” Spec. P3972 95¢ each

-Benjamin Moore Ext. Transparent
Stain Natural 321-10 $19.95 per gal. 
- Promo Roller Covers  3/8 “ rc01795
99¢ each

- Super Hide Flat Int. Off White $9.95 per gal.
- Roller Set 9” $1.95

*Limited Number in Stock

863-763-3824 • Serving You Since 1945

Sale Expires
Nov. 19, 2011
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Special to the Okeechobee News/EES

Students of the Week
Everglades Elementary students achieving excellence in the classroom for 
the week of Nov. 7-11 include: kindergarten, Alicia Johnson, Sinthia Rive-
ra-Chavez, Zachary Slattery, Thomas Alvarez, Alicia Salazar-Rendon; fi rst 
grade, Cecilia Seca, Lillie Homan, Leon Longoria, Nova Nichols, Rosa Pala-
cio, Amanda Crapps, Joshua Courson; second graders, Christian Correa-
Mendoza, Faith Brazil, Jessica Cordell, Zacharius Anderson, Isaac Cardosa, 
Elizabeth Cox; third grade students, Ian Hernandez-Alfaro, Bryan Dersa, 
Liliana Rodriguez, Melanie Urvina-Rodriguez, Jace Selph; fourth grade stu-
dents, Trey St. Pierre, Eliel Esquivel, Jonathan Johnson, Kolby Yingling, Da-
zhia Washington; fi fth graders, Ciara Kackley, Shian Koebernik, Timmy Cox, 
Julie Hines and Allan Portocarrero. Congratulations to our many outstanding 
students.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OAA

Teacher of the Year and 
School-Related Employee of the Year
Congratulations to Okeechobee Achievement Academy’s Teacher of the Year: 
Manuel Sanchez and School Related Employee of the Year: Ethel Delagall.
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SALES:  
SERVICE & PARTS   

BODY SHOP  Closed Sundays

03 CHEVROLET CAVALIER 
Power Windows, Locks, Cruise, CD

$5,4952034A

01 PONTIAC MONTANA 
Power Windows, Locks, Cruise, CD

$4,9951382A

00 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
Power Windows, Locks, Cruise, CD

$3,9959044A

99 CHEVROLET TAHOE
Power Windows, Locks, Cruise, CD

$4,4951288A

03 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
Power Windows, Locks, Cruise, CD

$2,9953655A

Rotate All Four Tires
Inspect Tire Tread Depth 
Set Proper Tire Pressure

   Expires 11/30/11

TIRE ROTATION
$$$$ ..9955

IS CELEBRATING

CCCHHHHEEVVVVVYYYYY SSOOOOONNNNIC
AAALLLL NNNNEEWWWW 22220011122

PER MONTH

BUY FOR

FFOOORRR 7777777 MMMOOONNNNTTHHHS Stock # N2075

CCHHEEEVVVVYYY EEEEQQUUUUINNOOOOXX
AAALLLL NNNEEWWWW 2222000012

PER MONTH

LEASE FOR

FFOOORRR 333399 MMMOOONNNNTTHHHS Stock # N2023

Offers require qualified approved credit, dealer retains all rebates and incentives. 39 month lease with $2,995 down on Equinox, plus tax, tag & fees. 12,000 miles per year allowed. Buy 
for price on Sonic based on 77 month finance with $2,499 total out of pocket. Amount of Equinox in stock is at time of print. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Expires 11/30/11.

3550 Highway 441 South · Okeechobee (877) Go-Gilbert or (863) 763-3154 
www.GilbertChevrolet.com

12 Okeechobee News November 13, 2011

users such as nurseries, agriculture and utili-
ties are required to continue following the 
terms of their permits.

Improved Conditions
The dry season that stretched from Oc-

tober 2010 until June 2011 was one of the 
driest on record and required mandatory, 
emergency cutbacks to protect water re-
sources from serious harm and safeguard 
the water supply.

The District received 38.2 inches of rain 
during the June-to-November wet season, 
which is 4.52 inches above normal and 
compensated for the signifi cant rainfall defi -
cit during the preceding dry season.

The record-setting 9.8 inches of rain in 
October was two-and-a-half times the aver-
age for the month and resulted in localized 
fl ooding. Lake Okeechobee, the Kissimmee 
Chain of Lakes, the Water Conservation Ar-

eas and groundwater levels improved dra-
matically in recent weeks. 

“The District is storing as much water 
as possible given the forecast for below-
average rainfall in the months ahead, while 
also balancing fl ood control responsibili-
ties. Given Florida’s long history of weather 
extremes and recent and dramatic swings 
from dry to wet conditions, we remain on 
alert for a drier-than-normal dry season,” 
said Tommy Strowd, SFWMD Director of 
Operations, Maintenance and Construction. 
“Conserving water and following the Year-
Round Landscape Irrigation Rule remain 
key to stretching supplies.”

October’s storms did signifi cantly benefi t 
Lake Okeechobee, a key backup water sup-
ply for millions of South Floridians. The lake 
stood at 13.79 feet NGVD today, and contin-
ues to rise above last year’s level. The cur-
rent level is more than 2.5 feet higher than 
on Sept. 30.

Links to information about irrigation lim-
its by area, current conditions and water-
savings tips are available at www.sfwmd.
gov/waterwatch.

WATER
Continued From Page 1

Special to the Okeechobee News/SFWMD
The red line depicts the recent spike in Lake Okeechobee’s water level, causing 
it to cross above last year’s level, noted with the purple line.

ering cutting Congressional benefi ts which 
include medical care. 

Mr. Papy urged the crowd to be cautious 
about donations and give only to established 
veterans’ programs. He went on to say that 
the military today makes up one percent of 
the population. He said the goal of the mili-
tary today is not to win wars to be politically 
correct. “The last war America won outright 
was World War II,” he said. 

Mr. Papy said that today’s returning vet-
erans have trouble keeping their homes and 
providing for their families. 

“We honor today all who have served,” 
Mr. Papy said in conclusion. “Many will be 

forgotten until next year. One day is not 
enough.”

The Okeechobee High School JROTC Col-
or Guard consisting of Command Sgt. Maj. 
G. Martinez, 2nd Lt. B. Bush, Capt. J. Sylvia 
and Maj. A. Rowe presented and retired the 
Colors, The JROTC Honor Guard, made up 
of Cadet Capt. Sylvia, Staff Sgt. K. Sarros, Pfc. 
J. Liptert, Pvt. S. Russell, Pfc. M. Russell, Pfc. 
Bartoe, Pvt. Evans and Sgt. Shumway fi red 
a rifl e salute for veterans. Sgt. 1st Class Gib-
son, JROTC instructor, played taps in honor 
of fallen veterans. New Ground Quartet 
sang “The National Anthem.” Chaplain Carl 
Diesslin of American Legion Post 64 gave 
the Invocation and Benediction and read the 
names of local people killed in our nation’s 
wars. Clay Gundersen, Vice Commander of 
American Legion Post 64, led the crowd in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

VETERANS
Continued From Page 1
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TO A MORE HUMAN WAY TO BANK

TO THE POWER  
OF PRE-APPROVAL
What’s your lucky number? Before you start house hunting, 
it’s important to know your price range. This will save you time, 
frustration and disappointment. The home loan specialists at 
Seacoast National Bank will help you determine what you can 
comfortably afford, while getting you familiar with the process of 
pre-approval and pre-qualification. A pre-approved buyer typically 
has greater bargaining power. At Seacoast, our knowledgeable 
and experienced loan specialists are here to personally guide you 
through the process and help you make informed decisions. Stop 
by your local branch and get started today.  

500 N. Parrott Ave.  
863.467.5330       

1409 S. Parrott Ave.   
863.467.4663

S e a c o a s t N a t i o n a l . c o m
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Special to the Okeechobee News

Call of Duty MW3 Launch Party
Ulitmate Gamer in Okeechobee sponsored a launch party for the new Call 
of Duty, Modern Warfare 3 game, on Monday night. The game offi cially went 
on sale at 12:01 a.m. on Tuesday and fans of the game wanted to be the 
fi rst to play the latest version. The launch party included a live DJ, drawings 
for door prizes and the chance to demo the game before the release (with 
special permission from Activision.) There were more than 50 entrants in 
the tournament which started at 5 p.m. and lasted until around 9:30 p.m. The 
tournament was for Call of Duty Black Ops. The winner won a copy of the 
new Call of Duty Modern Warfare 3 game that was released at midnight. Play-
ers chose whether to play on Xbox 360 or Playstation 3. The two top winners 
from each console then went head to head against each other for two rounds 
on each console. The winner was the person who had the total points from 
all four games. Left to right are: Kristian Vergara (4th place), Damon Prescott 
(2nd place), Rachel Muros (Ultimate Gamer staffer handing the tournament 
winner a copy of the game), Danni Bonilla (1st place winner who received 
a free copy of the game, poster and shirt), J.J. Smith (3rd place), Michael 
Coker (Ulimate Gamer staff member.) Those who pre-ordered the game from 
Ultimate Gamer could play in the tournament with no additional entry fee and 
also received a free Call of Duty Modern Warfare 3 T-Shirt. 

Special to the Okeechobee News/Debi Large

Coffee talk
The Serenity Coffee Shop is a great place to meet for a great cup of coffee 
and fellowship. Even business can be fun at the Coffee Shop. Enjoying cof-
fee and conversation today were L to R: Debi Large, Republican Party of 
Okeechobee Chairman; Mike Horner, Florida State Representative; Jennie 
& Curtis Tyson, Owners of Serenity Coffee Shop; Linda Estes, Republican 
Party of Okeechobee Vice Chairman; Dowling Watford, City Council; Joey 
Hoover, County Commissioner for District 4.



After dwindling to as few as 300 bears in 
the 1970s, the Florida black bear population 
has rebounded to an estimated 3,000 bears 
today. Bears and their cubs roam forests and 
swamps from Eglin Air Force Base in the 
Panhandle to Ocala National Forest in the 
state’s midsection and Big Cypress National 
Preserve in Southwest Florida.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC), which worked 
with its partners to increase the state’s black 
bear population, Thursday, released a new 
draft management plan for the bear and is 
asking for public input. Both a summary of 
public feedback and the draft plan will go 
before the Commission at its February, 2012 
meeting.

“The Florida black bear is truly a conser-
vation success story. Bear populations have 
clearly benefi ted from broad public support 
and diligent conservation efforts across Flor-
ida, particularly in those communities where 
black bears have become more common,” 
said FWC Executive Director Nick Wiley. 
“We welcome the public’s thoughts on how 
to best continue our bear conservation ef-
forts in the future, as both our human and 
bear populations expand.”

The goal of the draft management plan is 
to “maintain sustainable black bear popula-
tions in suitable habitats throughout Florida 
for the benefi t of the species and people.” 
It includes measurable objectives regarding 
bear populations, habitat, citizen education 
and outreach, and human-bear confl icts.

The Florida black bear currently does 
not meet the criteria of being at high risk of 
extinction, based on the FWC’s Biological 
Status Review on the species completed in 
early 2011. When a bear management plan 
is approved, the bear will no longer be on 
the state’s list of threatened species. A simi-
lar process was followed for the bald eagle, 
which is no longer listed as a state threatened 
species but is carefully managed through 
specifi c conservation measures established 
under an FWC management plan.

The FWC is seeking public input on the 
draft bear management plan. The open 
process will include four public workshops: 
Bristol (Nov. 22), Naples (Nov. 29), Deland 
(Dec. 6), and Gainesville (Dec. 13). Go to 
MyFWC.com/Bear to access workshop de-
tails, read the plan and comment online.

The draft bear management plan in-
cludes:

• Establishment of seven bear manage-
ment units (BMUs) to provide localized 
bear management and public involvement 
appropriate to the area, from about 1,000 
bears in the Central BMU, which includes 
Ocala National Forest, to about 20 bears in 
the Big Bend BMU, which includes Chassa-
howitzka National Wildlife Refuge.

• A section on the history of bear hunt-
ing in Florida. A bear hunt is not proposed in 
the plan. Currently, Florida black bears may 
not be hunted, harmed or killed, and similar 
prohibitions would continue under a rule 
proposed in the plan.

• Creation of “Bear Smart Communities” 
in areas of high bear activity. Human-bear 
confl icts are on the rise in Florida. In 2010, 
the FWC received more than 4,000 calls 
from citizens about bears. In the past 10 
years, more than half of those calls were re-
lated to bears rummaging through garbage. 
A “Bear Smart Community” would involve 
residents, local governments, businesses 
and schools in changing people’s behaviors 
to reduce human-bear confl icts.

“People’s involvement in conserving 
bears is critical,” Wiley said.

Black bears are generally shy and non-
aggressive toward humans. But bears can 
smell food from more than a mile away and 
so are tempted to leave forests and swamps 
to dine on garbage and pet food that is left 
outdoors and unsecured.

The diet of Florida black bears is mostly 
vegetarian, with 15 percent insects, and 5 
percent animal matter. The bear’s menu 
includes saw palmetto, acorns, ferns, black-
berries, bees, alligator eggs, armadillo and 
opossum. Male bears typically weigh be-
tween 250 and 400 pounds; females are 
smaller, weighing 125 to 250 pounds. At 
birth, a bear cub is about the size of a can of 
soda and weighs less than a pound.

Conservation of Florida wildlife habitats 
on both public and privately owned lands 
helped ensure the rebounding bear popula-
tion had room to grow. However, expected 
future loss of large forests is the major long-
term challenge to maintaining black bears in 
a growing state of nearly 19 million people. 
The adult male black bear rambles over a 
60,000-acre range; the female’s range is 
15,000 acres. The more immediate danger 
to a black bear is crossing the road. Being 
hit by a car or truck is the major cause of 
known bear deaths in the state, with 158 

bears killed or euthanized after being injured 
on highways in 2010.

The Florida black bear is among the 62 
wildlife species that soon will join the list of 
Florida species, like the bald eagle, already 
under an FWC management plan. Florida’s 
new threatened species conservation model 
requires that management plans be created 
for all species that have been state-listed and 
then updated at specifi ed intervals. Those 
management plans give citizens an active 
role in Florida’s efforts to conserve its di-
verse wildlife for future generations.

Suggestions on revising the bear plan will 
be accepted online through Jan. 10, 2012, at 
MyFWC.com/Bear, where more information 
also is available on the Florida black bear.

Public input sought on bear management plan
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Supplement to the

2011-2012 MEDICAL

Supplement to the Okeechobee News, August 17, 2011DDrr.. FFrreedd BBrroowwnn CChhiillddrreenn’’ss HHeeaalltthh CCeenntteerr
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FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, pplleeaassee vviissiitt oouurr wweebbssiittee aatt wwwwww..ffcchhcciinncc..oorrggCall to schedule your appointment today!

See
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Featuring:

� Superintendent Letter

� Calendar

� School Bus Schedule

� Report Card Schedule 

� School Listings

OOppenn Houssee:: AAuuggustt 18

Advertising Sponsor

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Community Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Merchant: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.
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The Staff Of The Okeechobee News 
Wishes Everyone Happy Holidays!

Display Advertising
D E A D L I N E S
Tuesday, Nov. 22 @ Noon For Friday, November 25th

Wednesday, Nov. 23 @ 3 p.m. For Sunday, November 27th

The Okeechobee News Front Office will be closed Friday,

November 25th

Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

A very popular police vehicle is no longer 
available since the last Ford Crown Victoria 
recently rolled off the assembly line.  

Local Ford dealer Dowling Watford said 
that most Ford dealers were very disap-
pointed to hear of the discontinuance of the 
Crown Victoria. He said that car had 70 per-
cent of the police and taxi business. 

Captain Bud Slay of the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce called the Crown Vic-
toria “an excellent car.” He went on to say 
“We haven’t had any diffi culties.”

In the past year he said the Sheriff ’s offi ce 
has bought seven new Chevrolet Impalas to 
replace Crown Victorias. They are also test-
ing Dodge Chargers. 

Captain Mark Brown of the Florida High-

way Patrol said that from the late 1990s 
through the early 2000s his agency relied 
heavily on the Crown Victoria since it was 
the only rear wheel drive vehicle suitable 
for police use. He said that rear wheel drive 
is better for interstate highway use. In 2006 
and 2007 the captain said the highway patrol 
began moving toward the Dodge Charger 
which also has rear wheel drive. 

City of Okeechobee Police Chief Denny 
Davis said the Crown Victoria was a good 
car. At a recent city council meeting, since 
the Crown Victoria is no longer available, 
the council fi lled the gap by voting to pur-
chase 16, 2012 Dodge Chargers. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Police agencies fi nd substitute 
for popular police car model

Shrine Club plans dinner
The Okeechobee Shrine Club will offer a 

delicious spaghetti dinner Tuesday, Nov. 15. 
The Shrine now offers SMOKE FREE dining. 
Dinner begins at 4 p.m. Music is provided 
from 5 to 8 p.m. for your listening and danc-
ing pleasure. Proceeds go to Shrine benefi ts. 
For more information, contact the Shrine 
Club at 863-763-3378.

IRSC offers Business degree
Earn An IRSC Degree, “Your Platform to 

Business Success.” Tuesday, Nov. 15, 6 p.m. 
in B-120, IRSC Main Campus, 3209 Virginia 
Ave., Fort Pierce. Learn about entrepreneur-
ship, business management, accounting, fi -
nance, career development, and agriculture/
golf. One-stop for career planning, fi nancial 
aid, scholarships, program options and reg-
istration. Call 1-866-866-4722 or visit www.
irsc.edu.

VFW dinner benefi ts vets
BHR VFW Post #9528 Ladies Auxiliary 

will host a beef stew dinner on Wednesday, 
Nov. 16, for a $6 donation. Dinner will be 
served 5 p.m. ‘till they run out. Music to fol-
low. For info, call 863-467-2882.

Hospice to host yard sales
Hospice of Okeechobee’s next sale will 

be Wednesday Nov. 16 and Thursday Nov. 
17, from 8 a.m. until noon, at the corner of 
SE 4th Street and SE 3rd Ave. Donations are 
accepted Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 
noon. For information call 863-467-2321 or 
see our web page www.hospiceofokeecho-
bee.org.

Ducks Unlimited event set
A Ducks Unlimited event will be held at 

the Okeechobee Shrine Club on Hwy. 78 
West, on Wednesday, Nov. 16, at 6 p.m. 
This is an event to judge interest in starting a 
local Ducks Unlimited chapter here! Evening 
features steak dinner, raffl e and auctions. For 
tickets: contact Bill at 863-357-1554 or David 
at 863-227-0659.

Book sale at the library
Friends of the Okeechobee Library invite 

you to their fall book sale from 10 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m. on Wed. Nov. 16; 10 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 17; 10 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 18; and 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 19. 

Community Events



IMMEDIATE  OPENINGS
The OKEECHOBEE UTILITY AUTHORITY (OUA) has 
immediate openings for a Water Treatment Plant 
Operator and a Sludge Press Operator. A mini-
mum Class “C” certifi cation from FDEP is required 
for the operator position. A Class B CDL is required 
for the Sludge Press Operator. Shift work, week-
ends, and holidays may be required. As an employ-
ee of the Okeechobee Utility Authority you will be 
provided with uniforms, health benefi ts, paid vaca-
tion/sick leave and a pension program. The OUA is 
a drug-free work place and a clean driving record of 
at least three years is a requirement upon employ-
ment within our company. If you feel that this type 
of position and professional career is your goal, 
please visit our offi ces at 100 SW 5th Avenue, 
Okeechobee, Florida  34974 to complete an applica-
tion.  Applications may also be acquired by visiting 
the OUA website at www.ouafl .com. Applications 
will be accepted until the position is fi lled. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER (M/F/V/D) 
DRUG-FREE WORK PLACE.

MAINTENANCE OPERATOR

The City of Okeechobee is now accepting 
applications for a Maintenance Operator. 

A complete job description and application 
packet is available on the City’s web site 
www.cityofokeechobee.com or pick 
up at City Hall, Offi ce of the City Clerk, 55 
SE 3rd Avenue, Okeechobee, FL 34974, 
863-763-3372 ext. 215. Applications will 
be accepted until Monday, November 21, 
2011, 4:30 p.m. Successful candidates are 
required to pass a pre-employment sub-
stance screening/physical. 

Drug Free Workplace. EEO/AAP. Lane 
Gamiotea, City Clerk/Personnel Adminis-
trator.

G4S Youth Services LLC 
JOB FAIR

WHEN:  Thursday, November 17, 2011  
TIME:  9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & 1:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
WHERE:  Okeechobee Youth Develop-
ment Center, 7200 Highway 441 North. 
Variety of positions including Clinical Coor-
dinator, Clinical Therapists (Master’s Lev-
el), Case Managers (Bachelor Level), 
Youth Care Workers (24-hour, residential 
facility), and Nurses (LPN, RN).  Must be a 
minimum of 21 years old (working with 
juveniles) and be able to pass a drug test 
and DJJ Background Screen. 
           EOE/Drug Free Workplace
          

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Auctions

*AUCTION*
Tues. Nov. 15, 2011 6pm 
 General Merchandise, 

Tools, Furniture and 
Lots of Household.

American Legion Post 64
Holt Auction Company

863-261-0995
Charles Holt 

#AU4165AB3011

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Auctions

VERO BEACH
HIGHWAYMEN

PAINTINGS
AUCTION!
SUN NOV 20 @ 2PM
To be included, bring 

your paintings to 
Auctioneer’s offi ce at: 
15 Royal Palm Pointe 

Vero Beach
(772) 562-5015
RennickAuction.com

Garage/
Yard Sales

Huge Community Sale
River Oak Acres

Saturday Nov 19th 8-3
70W - 7 minutes 

From Town. 
Shop for Christmas 

High End Items.

MOVING SALE
Nov. 12th & 13th 

7am - ?
1006 NE 28th Ave

Behind Bills Mini Mart
Everything Must Go!!

Garage/
Yard Sales

OKEECHOBEE - 436 
S.E. 16th Avenue, Nov 
12th & 13th, 8:00 am 
to 2:00 pm. (6th house 
on left). Clothes, house-
hold items and much 
more.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMER

P/T or F/T. Fax resume 
to: 863-357-8302

OUTPATIENT 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

COUNSELOR
~ Full Time ~

Minimum bachelors
degree and previous 
outpatient substance 

abuse experience 
required. Please fax 

resume to: 863-467-2477 
or e-mail to: 

maddy5255@yahoo.com

Job Fair

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Job Fair

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

We have immediate openings
for the following positions:

To complete an online 
application, please visit

www.raulersonhospital.com
or you may come to 
Human Resources, 
Raulerson Hospital,

96 Hwy. 441 N, Okeechobee, FL

• Case Manager, F/T
• Engineering Manager, F/T
• RN’s: F/T, P/T, PRN
• Pharmacist: F/T, PRN
• Ultrasound Tech: F/T, PRN
• Occupational Therapist: PRN
• Occupational Therapy 

Assistant: PRN
• Physical Therapist: PRN

We offer competitive wages 
& excellent benefits

Employment
Full Time

COOK SUPERVISOR

Immediate opening at 
the Okeechobee Juve-
nile Facility. Institutional 
management, cooking 
and hands on experi-
ence preferred. Com-
petitive Hourly Wage 
and benefi ts. Must pass 
background check and 
pre-employment drug 
screen. 

Contact Dawn
(ask for kitchen)
863-357-9922

Email resumes to:
dept1@ablmanage-
ment.com-attn647

EOE

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING 
& HAULING

Dump Trucks, Loader  
Back Hoe, & Bobcat 

Services
by Jason Summerford

(863)634-7771

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Pets/Supplies

Yorkie For Sale
 Beautiful, Full Blooded 

Only One Year Old. 
$350.00

Call 863-273-1804

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Wanted To Buy

Depth/Fish Finder 
Self mounted, 
preferable with 
a GPS system. 
Leave Message 
863-763-1782

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Farm Equipment

10,000 lb. 2 axle equip-
ment trailer with ramps. 
18 ft. long can be used 
for heavy equipment, 
cars, or buggie. Excel-
lent condition, new 
paint, good tires.  
$1800.00 Can be seen 
at Eli’s or call Tony  
(561)202-7213

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.
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Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

2 BD/1BA Duplex in 
town. No Pets! First, 
Last and Security. 

$550.00/mo. 
Call 863-634-2820

2/1 duplex, w/d, NW 
5th St. $700 + $500 
Security & 2/1 2 story 
apt. Oak Lake $650 + 
$500 security & 2/2 Vil-
la $800 + $600 security 
863-634-3312.

Beane Point 
Apartments 

Apts. are furnished and 
all utilities paid. Adult 
complex, no pets or 

children. Required sec. 
dep. + one week rent. A 
background check will 
be done, also verify 

employment. 
(863)357-2044 Leave 

name and number if no 
answer.

DON’T MISS OUT 
AFFORDABLE APART.

IN TOWN
2BR/1.5 Bath

1 Block north of Walmart
 Carpet/Tile All 

Appliances,W/D on 
each fl oor, 

Clean/Newly Painted 
Call 863-763-8878

FEMALE BOARDER
Studio Apts. in quiet 

country setting, 5 min-
utes from town, fur-
nished, hi-speed 
internet, 200 channel 
cable, a/c, electric, all 
included with private 
entrance. $125 per 
week or $450 a month. 
Reference required 
863-763-0675

FURN EFFICENCY - 
TCI,  On Lake with dock, 
util/cable included. No 
pets, $600/mo. 1st & last 
month. (863)697-3351

LG. CLEAN APT in town. 
2/2, w/d, lawn maint in-
cluded, $750 + $300 
sec.  (863) 634-3572.

NW OKEE: 2 Bedroom 
Apartments available on 
quiet street. Pets wel-
come. Ranging from 
$650mo.,  $700mo. and 
$750mo. 1st, last & $500 
sec. 561-346-1642

Commercial
Property

FOR SALE OR LEASE
1574 Sq. Ft. offi ce bldg.

@ 210 NE 3rd Ave.
Call 863-763-0295

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

FOR RENT 
WATERFRONT CONDO. 

FULLY FURNISHED, 
ONE BEDROOM/ONE 

BATH. LONG OR SHORT 
TERM, NO PETS 

(863)610-0512 OR 
(863)357-7520

Houses - Rent

2/2 Very Clean and 
Beautiful Home in 

Kings Bay.
1st and Security 

$750 mo.
Ask for Vicki 
561-255-4377

3/2 Located in 
Kings Bays

$850.00 per month 
includes Lawn mainte-

nance and access to 
Pool and Tennis Courts. 

Call for Info 
863-697-9680

3Bd/1Ba CBS House 
In SW Section 

2200 SW 3rd Ave. Okee. 
Close to Wal-Mart, Tile 
Floors. $850 Monthly.
$2,000 to move in

(863)634-0512

Dixie Ranch - 3 Bdrm/1 
bath $700.00 a month.
Also 2 Bdrm/1 bath 

$675.00 a month - FLS.
No Pets 863-634-2820

For Rent 
2br/1ba $700.00 mo.
3br/1ba $750.00 mo.

1st months and security
Single Family
Non Smoker

Call 863-801-3700

FT. Drum 33692 NE 9th 
Ave. 4 acre pasture, 
1bdrm CBS home, old 
barn, Pet Fee. $500 de-
posit $500 monthly Call 
912-224-4658

IN CITY: 2 BR, 1 BA @ 
920 NW 4th St. Big 
yard. Mature oak trees. 
$675/mo. Call 
(561)261-0077

OKEE - 2/1, $459 mo. 
Beautiful ranch setting 
located 12 miles N.E. of  
town. Water, Lawn, 
pest,  and trash incl. 
Pasture avail. Recently 
remodeled. Mon-Fri.  
863-467-9800. No Pets.

OKEECHOBEE- 2br, 
2ba, one car garage, 
Den, screen room, FP, 
fenced yard, close to 
town. $825/mo, 1st, last 
and sec. 

HOME REALTY 
SERVICES, LLC  

Diane Dangremond, 
Lic  Real Estate Broker

863-801-4498

OKEECHOBEE 4br, 2ba, 
tile throughout, $1000 
mo. & up. 1st & sec. 
moves you in. 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Houses - Rent
OKEECHOBEE HAM-

MOCK- 2br, 2ba, 
$800/mo, furnished or 
unfurn., 1st, last and 
Sec.  Utils not included 
(561)735-6050 or 
(561)254-0478.

Waterfront Bargain in 
Buckhead, 3bd/1ba 
CBS, all Tile, Carport, 
Utility Room and Large 
Florida Room $725.00 
mo. plus Security,Locat-
ed at 1137 4th Street. 
Call 561-968-4018

Office Space Rent

Professional offi ce 
space for rent.

Park Street Offi ce Suites
Down Town Okeechobee

Starting@ $250.00 
per month

863-634-7622

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

Owner Financing- 3 
bdrm 2 bath house on 1 
acre $3,500.00 down 
$931.42 a month. 
2bdrm/1bath house 
$2,500.00 down 
$731.83 a month. Call 
Beverley 863-634-2820

Land - Sale

OKEECHOBEE 5 Acres 
$2,000 down. Park your 
own trailer or house, 
owner fi nancing 
$49,000. 863-763-6358

Lots - Sale

Recently Foreclosed, 
Special Financing 

Available, Any Credit, 
Any Income , Vacant 

Land, located at, 20 NE 
363rd Ct., Okeechobee, 

$59,900.  Visit 
www.roselandco.com/82H

Drive by then call 
(866) 249-0680.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

2/2 Furnished M/H 
Includes Water, Garbage, 

Lawn care. No Pets 
Requires References on 

Rim Canal $595 mo. 
Plus $300 Security.
Call 863-697-6412

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Mobile Home
Rent

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2 BR, 2 BA, 
C/Air. $495 mo. Large 3 
BR, 2 BA, C/Air. $600 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

LAKEPORT: 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Bonus Room, Washer & 
Dryer. Screen Porch. 
$600 mo. + Security 
deposit. (573)686-6145 
or (573)718-8074

M/H Rentals
2/1 & 3/1 

Country Living 
$450.00 monthly & 

$450.00 Security 
Call 863-697-2486

OKEECHOBEE - 2/1 sin-
gle wide Treasure Is-
land, quiet street, dead 
end, sea wall, boat slip, 
lake access, $495/mo 
(423)237-8948

TREASURE ISLAND
 2/2 w/ detached suite, 

storage shed.  
$750/month, move in 

now $800. Call 
863-634-0663.

TREASURE ISLAND - 4 
/2, tile, fenced yard, 
lrg. Shed. Move in 
$850. 1/1, unfurnished 
Condo with utilities. 
Move in $750. Call: 
863-634-0663.

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

OKEECHOBEE - 2br & 
2ba, 1400 sq. ft. Fur-
nished, ceramic tile 
throughout, new coun-
ter tops, new fl at top 
stove, large shed and 
parking for 3 vehicles.  
Park Rent $305.  
$14,900.00.  Call - 
(772) 597-1130.

OKEECHOBEE- Lg.  3br/ 
2ba DW, w/14x40 addi-
tion, metal roof, FP, 
11x20 shop, on Canal. 
Covered dock & slip. 
Sprinklers, $75K O.B.O. 
772-321-1835 or 
772-664-6799.

Palm Harbor Homes
Red Tag Sale

Over 10 Stock Units
Must Go! Save Up To 35K

800-622-2832

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

RV Space Rent

* Limited Time Only
* Water Front RV 

Lots $400.00/mo. 
Incl. Utilities

* Covered Dockage 
Incl. W/Lot Rent

* Cabin $500.00/mo.
     Incl. Utilities
* Call863-763-4417

Fifth Wheels

2001 33 Foot Sandpiper
1 push out, Queen Size 

Bed, excellent condi-
tion, Never had pets or 

smoked in. Call for 
more information 

863-357-2311

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

2005 FORD TARURS 
SE - Air bags, air 
conditioning, alarm 
system, anti-lock 
brakes, automatic 
transmission, CD, 
cruise control, power 
locks, power wheels, 
rear defrost, tinted 
windows, V-6 $3,500 
/or best offer 
(863)634-3500 or 
(863)634-3138

Pickup Trucks

2002 Franklin 36 Ft. 
Camping Trailer Good 
Shape.

1997 GMC Box Truck 24 
Ft.,New Clutch, Good 
Shape,Cat Motor Runs 
Good.

Call 772-215-2089

For Sale - 2000 Ford 
150 XLT Mark III, 110K 
miles, Loaded w/Fiber 
Glass Lid 863-610-1362

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

Notice of Hearing 
Okeechobee County Code Enforcement 

Special Magistrate

The Okeechobee County Special Magistrate will hold a public meeting on 
Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.  The public meeting will be held 
at the Okeechobee County Health Department Auditorium, located at 1728 
N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida. For more information, contact Jenni-
fer Busbin at the Planning and Development Department, 499 N.W. 5th Ave-
nue, Okeechobee, Florida, 34972, (863) 824-3074.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public 
meeting.  Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Code Enforce-
ment Special Magistrate with respect to any matter considered at this meet-
ing will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made 
and that the record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the ap-
peal will be based.  Code Enforcement tapes are for the sole purpose of 
backup for offi cial records of the Department.

Jennifer Busbin
Secretary to the
Code Enforcement Special Magistrate
402645 ON 11/13/2011

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2010 CA 80

RIVERSIDE NATIONAL BANK OF FLORIDA,
   Plaintiff,
v.
JOSEPH L. STRONG A/K/A JOSEPH LESTER STRONG;
DAVE VAN HORN; AND DELTA PETROLEUM & INDUSTRIAL, INC.,
     Defendants.  
  

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: DAVE VAN HORN
      956 MILL CREEK DRIVE
      PALM BEACH GARDENS, FLORIDA 33410

   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on the follow-
ing described real property in Okeechobee County, Florida:
   A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 38 SOUTH, RANGE 
35 EAST, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
   COMMENCE AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 3;
   THENCE N 89°48’48” E, ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID SECTION 3, A 
DISTANCE OF 651.20 FEET;
   THENCE S 00°07’12” W, A DISTANCE OF 239.03 FEET TO THE INTERSEC-
TION WITH THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD NO. 15 
(CONNERS HIGHWAY);
   THENCE CONTINUE S 00°07’12” W, A DISTANCE OF 112.31 FEET TO THE 
INTERSECTION WITH THE LEVEE LD-4 RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE;
   THENCE S 62°56’48” W, ALONG SAID LEVEE LD-4 RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 136.21 FEET;
   THENCE S 25°19’14” E, ALONG SAID LEVEE LD-4 RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 56.75 FEET;
   THENCE S 64°39’40” W, ALONG SAID LEVEE LD-4 RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 146.73 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING;
   THENCE CONTINUE S 64°39’40” W, ALONG SAID LEVEE LD-4 RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE, A DISTANCE OF 240.14 FEET;
   THENCE N 26°25’11” W, A DISTANCE OF 154.87 FEET TO THE INTERSEC-
TION WITH SAID SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD NO. 15 
(CONNERS HIGHWAY);
   THENCE N 63°55’28” E, ALONG SAID SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 240.00 FEET;
   THENCE S 26°27’24” E A DISTANCE OF 157.95 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING.
has been fi led against you and Joseph L. Strong a/k/a Joseph Lester Strong 
and Delta Petroleum & Industrial, Inc., and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on Patrick F. Healy, Esq., GrayRobin-
son, P.A., the Plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is 1795 NASA Boulevard, 
Melbourne, Florida 32901, on or before thirty (30) days from the date of the 
fi rst publication of this Notice and fi le the original with the Clerk of this 
Court, either before service on the Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereaf-
ter; otherwise a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded 
in the Complaint.
   Dated on November 2, 2011

SHARON ROBERTSON
As Clerk of the Court

BY: Arlene Nealis
As Deputy Clerk

402202 ON 11/6,13/2011

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

Reading a newspaper makes
you a more informed and

interesting person.

No wonder newspaper
readers are more successful!

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!
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BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

BUYERS ONLY
REALTY CO.

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee, FL 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!

Located Behind The White House Plaza
1126 S. Parrott Ave • (863) 763-6000

Lori Mixon
863 634-1457( (

LMixon@MixonGroup.com
www.MixonGroup.com

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave.

2002-H: Taylor
Creek Lake access
CBS home with large
addition, large open
back porch, dock,
boat lift, seawall,
garage, concrete
drive. $120,000 MLS
#204703

REDUCED

NEW LISTING 5005-H: Lakeport
Waterfront on a
large corner lot.
Concrete Seawall,
workshop, porch,
ceramic tile floors.
Needs some TLC.
$132,000 

5006-H: Sunshine
Ave. 3 Bdrm 2 Ba on
3.53+/- acres. Close
to the Turnpike and
SR 60. Appliances,
fenced yard, animals
are welcome. Short
Sale. $150,000 MLS
#205327

5020-M: Larkee
Lakes Metal roof,
remodeled with dry-
wall in the kitchen &
living rm, new
floors, countertops,
Too much to list!
$80,000 MLS #
205384

REDUCED 4002-H: Buckhead
Ridge Lake Access
two story 3 bd/2 ba.
Upstairs & downstairs
kitchen, hurricane
shutters. Way too
much to list! $399,000
NOW $349,000 MLS
#204356

5003-H: Viking
Home on 1.25+ Acre,
fenced, large shed
for carport, utility
shed with electric,
screen porch, dining
area could be anoth-
er bdrm. $59,000
MLS #204228

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla Español 

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553 • Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069 • Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

• FORECLOSED Indian Hammock 2.65+- acres. $34,900 • FORECLOSED 20.82+/- acres in Cabbage Wood Ranch. $43,700 •
COMMERCIAL LOT (.45) with road access on two sides HWY 98. MLS #204065 • 50.4+/-ACRES SR 710 MLS #204068 • VIKING 6
acres $20,000 (OWNER FINANCE A POSSIBILITY) • BASSWOOD LOT NW 33rd Ave $6,000 MLS #205239

NEW LISTING

11.5 +/- ACRES OF LIGHT

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY

With frontage on 
Hwy 441 North.

$249,000. 
Call Bryan Holden

(863) 634-5792

104 NW 7th Ave. 

Okeechobee

863-763-4010

or 

888-874-2945

ffxvÉÇw àÉ aÉÇx
Service
Integrity 

Experience

Lic. RE Broker

Auctioneer # AU2579.
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Mattson 
completes 
basic training

Pvt. Evan Wilson Matt-
son graduated from basic 
training with the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps on Nov. 4 at Par-
ris Island, S.C. He will go 
to Marine Combat Training 
at Camp Geiger in North 
Carolina.

Pvt. Mattson is a 2011 graduate of 
Okeechobee High School. He is the son of 
Kim Thomas and Mark Mattson.

Tinajero
completes 
basic training

Pvt. Alfonso Tinajero 
graduated from basic train-
ing with the U.S. Marine 
Corps on Nov. 4 at Parris 
Island, S.C. He will go to 
Marine Combat Training 
at Camp Geiger in North 
Carolina.

Pvt. Tinajero is a 2011 graduate of 
Okeechobee High School. He is the son of 
Benjamin and Maria Tinajero.

In the military...

Pvt. Evan
Mattson

Pvt. Alfonso
Tinajero

Special to the Okeechobee News/Susan Williams

Supporting the Roundup
Cheri Stevens and Susan Williams are supporting the Sixth Annual Okeecho-
bee Blood Roundup. Cheri decorated a station in her barber shop, City Cuts, 
located at 105 S.W. 3rd Avenue, and she donated gift certifi cates for free 
haircuts to be used as door prizes at the Roundup that will be held at the 
Freshman Campus on Nov. 19 and 20, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day. Susan 
is on the Blood Roundup committee and write stories about recipients of do-
nated blood. Susan’s mother and father received donated blood that saved 
their lives and she and Cheri donate blood so others may live.

Hospice plans 2012
‘Festival of Trees’

Hospice of Okeechobee’s annual Festival 
of Trees will be held Nov. 28 through Dec. 4. 
Delivery/set up of trees will be from Nov. 14 
to Nov. 22. Hospice of Okeechobee is cur-
rently seeking donations of fully-decorated 
Christmas trees and other Christmas items 
to display and sell through a silent auction 
process. This special event is to raise money 
for the benefi t of patient care in the Ham-
rick Home—a residence and in-patient facil-
ity providing 24 hour care. If you would like 
to donate a tree or would like more infor-
mation, please contact Frank Irby 863-467-
2321.
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November Special

with your new FREE Checking account*

Direct Deposit required.

www.midfl orida.com

Federally insured by NCUA.

Take
a break 

from your 
bank.
Move to

OKEECHOBEE   3261 U.S. Hwy. 441 S.

(866) 913-3733
Habla Español  (877) 834-6376

*A $5 minimum savings account is required for  membership. Credit approval required. Off er valid as of November 1, 2011. Off er may be cancelled without 
notice. To qualify for the $127 cash incentive (original $77 cash incentive plus $50  bonus during November),  you must open a checking account of any type 
except Freedom Banking between  November 1 – November 30, 2011. Deposit  requirements vary by checking account type. Anyone who has held a checking 
account with MIDFLORIDA in the past will not  qualify for the incentives. To get the cash incentives ($77, plus $50 bonus) you must sign up for direct deposit 
(minimum $500) which must post to account within 30 days of account  opening for all accounts except RT4T. RT4T accounts will require fi ve transactions 
 (deposits/withdrawals, etc.) within 30 days to qualify for incentives. $127 will be deposited to your account once you have met the account requirement.

No tricks, no angles, no hidden fees – just a 

checking account that off ers you everything 

you need – FOR FREE!

Free Checking

Plus!
   Saturday Hours

  7 am to 7 pm Extended 

Drive-Thru Hours

  7 am to 7 pm eBranch Call Center Hours

INSTANTCompletely free debit card 
– no monthly or per-use fee

   No minimum balance requirement

   Free personalized photo on your debit card

   Free debit card rewards – earn up to 10 cents with each qualifying transaction

   Free Online Banking and Online Bill Payment

   Free eStatement                Free Mobile Banking (iPhone and Android phones)
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

It was a tale of two halves as Okeechobee 
dominated the fi rst half but Clewiston rebound-
ed to dominate the second half and win their 
annual rivalry game, 34-21, Friday night at Brah-
man Stadium.

Clewiston (7-3) got three touchdown runs 
from tailback DeMarcus Terry but it was a de-
fensive player who changed the outcome of the 
game.

Brahman Quarterback Jack Radebaugh, red 
hot to start the game, made one costly mistake 
midway through the fourth quarter with the 
Brahmans clinging to a 21-20 lead. He was in-
tercepted near midfi eld by Ty’Kwan Fryson and 
the Clewiston senior ran untouched into the end 
zone to give the Tigers a 27-21 lead. “I sat back 
and read and knew it was coming. I stepped up 
to make a big play when my team needed it,” 
he said.

Okeechobee dominated play in the fi rst half 
and held a 21-10 halftime lead. Radebaugh hit 
his fi rst fi ve passes and D.J. Washington rushed 
38 yards for a touchdown. An eight play, 63-yard 
drive ended with a four-yard Radebaugh touch-

down run to give Okeechobee a 14-3 lead in the 
second quarter.

Clewiston responded with a big night from 
tailback DeMarcus Terry who rushed for 114 
yards and two touchdowns. Quarterback Tyler 
Clemmons went (8-16) for 158 yards. Fullback 
Derry West had 62 yards rushing and tight end 
Chauncey Thicklin had 44 yards in receptions.

Clewiston Coach Joe Roth said in a rivalry 
game like this he expected Okeechobee to play 
hard. “Okeechobee had our number in the fi rst 
half and we couldn’t do anything. In the second 
half our defense created turnovers and opportu-
nities for our offense.”

Brahman senior Will Jackson caught a 
touchdown pass with under a minute left in the 
fi rst half to give Okeechobee an 11-point advan-
tage at the break. He said the catch gave him 
the best feeling he ever experienced. “I felt like 
I was given a million bucks. It felt like the world 
to go into the half time with that great feeling,” 
he added. 

Okeechobee couldn’t keep up the momen-
tum in the second half as the Tigers outscored 
the Brahmans 24-0. They prevented the Brah-
man offense from a fi rst down in the third quar-
ter.

Two Brahman fumbles also gave the Tigers 
scoring opportunities one on a questionable 
call on a pass reception to Ty’Ronte Files. It ap-
peared Files hadn’t held the ball long enough to 
make a catch. Clewiston, who missed two fi eld 
goals, also got two fi eld goals from senior Grant 
Polhill.

West capped an eight-play 58-yard drive to 
start the third quarter with a short touchdown 
run to pull Clewiston two within four. Files’ 
fumble at the Brahman 21 led to a Polhill fi eld 

goal to make it 
21-20. 

B r a h m a n 
Coach Myron 
Jackson said 
turnovers were 
the team’s 
Achilles heel 
in this game. 
He felt the 
team played 
very well in 
the fi rst half 
but couldn’t 
sustain the 
momentum, 
“We executed 
and did what 
we wanted to 
do in the fi rst 
half. Maybe if 
we score one 
more touch-
down we push 
them over the 
edge and keep 
that fi rst half 
momentum.”

Jackson was one of six Brahman seniors 
who were honored at the senior night game. 
Others this year were John Kemp, Thor Harden, 
Seth Hedrick, Dan Beyel, Ty’Keshe Files, Raul 
Piedra and Will Jackson. “We gave it everything 
we had. We didn’t have the greatest season by 
far, but we were family out there and put it all on 
the gridiron,” Will said, “I love to play football 
and to hear that last buzzer really set me off.”

Game notes
TeAngelo Ulett had a tackle for loss for Clewiston.

Washington had a tackle for loss for the Brahmans.
GW Jarrell had a passed defended for Okeechobee
and CoBryant had a tackle for loss and pass de-
fended for Clewiston. Elijawon Williams had three
tackles for loss for Okeechobee, (2-8). 
Okeechobee versus Clewiston game stats
Clewiston    3   7   10   14--- 34
Okeechobee  7  14   0    0--- 21
How they scored:
First Quarter
Okeechobee   Washington 38-yard run. (El Hendi PAT) 7-0. 3:45.
Clewiston     Polhill 31-yard field goal. 7-3. 1:01.
Second Quarter
Okeechobee   Radebaugh four-yard run. (El Hendi PAT)
14-3. 9:28.
Clewiston    Terry 57-yard run. (Polhill PAT) 14-10. 8:40.
Okeechobee   Jackson 20-yard pass from Radebaugh
(El Hendi PAT) 21-10. );18.
Third Quarter
Clewiston     West one-yard run. (Polhill PAT) 21-17. 7:46.
Clewiston     Polhill 21-yard fi eld goal. 21-20. 0:01.
Fourth Quarter
Clewiston     Fryson 53-yard interception return. (Polhill
PAT) 27-21. 6:38.
Clewiston     Terry one-yard run. (Polhill PAT) 34-21. 0:43.
Team Statistics       Clewiston     Okeechobee
First Downs       12             16
Third Downs      4-11            5-10
Penalties          8-40            1-5
Rushing Yards     187            174
Passing Yards      158            134
Punts             2-51            3-69
Punt returns        0- 0            1-1
Kick returns       3-42            4-47
Fumbles/lost        0-0            4-2
Interceptions       1-53            0-0
Individual Statistics: Okeechobee
Passing         Att   Comp   Yds   TD   INT
Jack Radebaugh   15     9     134    1    1
Rushing         No.  Yds  Avg   LG  TD
Jack Radebaugh    4    12   3.0    4    1
D.J. Washington   14    97   6.9   38    1
Ty’Ronte Files    10   33    3.3   10    0
Elijawon Williams  6    43   7.2   20    0
Eddie Neal        1   -11  -11.0  -11   0
Totals           31   174   5.6   38   2
Receiving        No.  Yds  Avg  Lg   TD
D.J. Washington   3    19    6.3  15    0
Ty’Ronte Files     2    29   14.5  23    0
Will Jackson      2    39   19.5  20    1
Eddie Neal        2    48   24.0  23    0
Totals            9    134   14.9  23    1

OHS Brahmans lose to Clewiston Tigers in second half

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
OHS honored veterans during the Vet-
erans Day season fi nale with a beauti-
ful painted fl ag at midfi eld.

Jack Radebaugh played 
his best game of the 
year Friday as he got 
Okeechobee off to a 
great start against arch 
rival Clewiston.
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Emory Walker Co., Inc.(863) 763-6742
Serving the Lake Area Since 1966 

A/C and Heating 
at it’s Best! 

License # 

CAC014022

CAC042747

CAC057219

208 SW 5th Ave

Okeechobee, FL

34974

The hiring of a Lawyer is an important decision that should not be
based soley upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send
you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

Appointments in Clewiston, Lake Placid, Sebring and Okeechobee

W. Roy Wilkes, C.P.A.
Attorney and Counselor at Law

(888)645-1319

TThhiinnkk
OOUUTTSSIIDDEE

TThhee  BBaannkk
Annuities can offer great benefits such as tax deferral,minimum 

guarantees, possible avoidance of probate,liquidity,
and guaranteed lifetime income.

Let me show you how an annuity can help 
secure your retirement income!
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

While Okeechobee moves up in class 
this year to play boys basketball, there is 
still reason for optimism because there are 
some very young and talented players ready 
to show what they can do.

Normally a new coach, and one return-
ing starter on your bench, might add up to 
a bleak outlook for the season, but not in 
Okeechobee.

The new coach really isn’t new. Shawn 
Hayes has been 
an assistant bas-
ketball coach 
for the past few 
years and knows 
the kids well. He 
also knows there 
are a number of 
kids with great 
talent.

His assistant 
Jason Egli admit-
ted there are a 
lot of new faces, 
but that doesn’t 
change their 
thoughts and 
dreams about 
the program.

“We still have 
the same expec-
tations and we 
expect more out 
of our kids,” Egli 
stated.

Job one will be improvement in academ-
ics. Job two will be to get in better shape. 
The kids run all the time in practice and the 
goal is to make them the fastest and best 
conditioned team on the fl oor.

“Our practices show the kids about pro-
fessionalism and accountability and stresses 
the importance of being on time. We are not 
just building a team we are building men,” 
Egli added.

The team has a surplus of guards but a 
shortage of power forwards and centers. 
That means things will change in the half-
court offense. The Brahmans could end up 
with four perimeter players and just one per-
son inside. “Some things will change like the 
offensive plays but it is still Brahman basket-
ball. We hold ourselves to higher expecta-
tions as coaches and we have passed that on 
to the kids,” he added.

Top players on the team include shooting 
guard Eddie Neal, point guard Phillip Jones, 
a dynamic player who sat out last year, se-
nior Tim Hirst, and Sylvester Butler.

Added to the mix is freshman Trewiston 
Pearce, who was a standout at Yearling Mid-
dle School last year.

The coaches might be forced to use 
Pearce and Neal some inside due to a lack 
of depth up front. Daniel Eng, the starter at 
center on the junior varsity last year, should 
also see signifi cant minutes.

Also on the roster is holdover Felton 
Johnson, and JV starters Dustin Houston 
and Brendan Jonassaint. Also on varsity are 
Matt Robbins and Quandrel Ridley.

Coach Egli 
said he doesn’t 
expect the team 
to lose anything 
on defense. They 
also appointed 
Deforest Shanks 
to help with the 
freshman squad 
partly because 
of the respect 
his former team-
mates have for 
his defense and 
work ethic.

“We have 
talent in this 
program maybe 
more so than 
other years. 
The talent will 
be fi ne. We just 
have to work on our discipline and do what 
we need to do,” Egli added.

Egli said if some of the younger players 
continue to improve the team should be 
very competitive when all is said and done 
this year.

“Guard wise we are good. Our biggest 
concern is our big players. We may have to 
establish an offense that is more guard ori-
ented,” he suggested.

The Brahman season opens with a pre-
season tournament on Nov. 17-18, at Lin-
coln Park Academy in Fort Pierce. The home 
opener is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 22, 
against Berean Christian.

OHS boys basketball team ready for season

Trewiston Pearce hopes 
to follow up an awe-
some middle school 
career as he begins his 
high school basketball 
career this month.

Okeechobee News/Charles 
Murphy

Guard Phillip Jones will 
provide a steady infl u-
ence on the Brahman 
backcourt this year.
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