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Special to the Okeechobee News/Big O Teen Anglers

Fishing the ‘Big O’
Keith Chamberland took fi rst place with a catch of 25.27 
lbs. in the Big O Teen Anglers Tournament on Lake 
Okeechobee.  He also had the Big Fish at 7.64 lbs. For 
more on the event, see page 9.

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

In central Florida it is either feast 
or famine when it comes to water. 
What is the ideal lake level? What 
means should be taken to keep the 
lake at that level? Should lake levels 
be based on the best levels for ecol-
ogy, drinking water supply or irriga-
tion? These are all aspects of a com-
plicated situation for which there is 
no quick, easy answer.

Bryan Honnerlaw of Friends of 
Lake Okeechobee, claims the lake 
should be maintained at 12.5 to 
16 feet with the ideal being 12.5 to 
13.5 feet. He blames the current low 
lake level, in part, on the regulation 
schedules for Lake Okeechobee 
and the Kissimmee chain of lakes. 
He said water mangers are holding 
back water in the Kissimmee chain 
of lakes that could help raise the 
level of Lake Okeechobee. He also 
claims the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (COE) released too much wa-
ter before the rainy season began, 
contributing to the low lake level. 

The level of Lake Okeechobee 
is governed by a schedule that has 

been devised through consultation
with representatives of all parties
having an interest in the lake, in-
cluding those involved with fl ood
control, water supply and conser-
vation, according to Luis Alejandro,
water manger for COE. Under the
regulation schedule the lake can
vary in depth between 10.5 feet and
17.25 feet with the ideal range being
between 12.5 and 15.5. The sched-
ule uses many factors to determine
whether or not to release water from
the lake. “One factor out of many is
rainfall,” Mr. Alejandro said. 

If decisions on lake level regula-
tion are based, in part, on a predic-
tion of above normal rainfall and the
rainfall turns out to be considerably
less than predicted, that could have
a negative impact on the lake level.

Mr. Alejandro said that after the 
rehabilitation of the Herbert Hoover
Dike, water managers would once
again look at the lake regulation
schedule to see if the maximum
level could be raised. However, he
said that a sustained high lake level

Regulating lake level 
is a balancing act

Okeechobee News/Eric Kopp
This 2007 Dodge Charger is catching everyone’s eye. Left to right are Sheriff 
Paul May, Sgt. Mark Roberts and Deputy Dale Hardy.

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) 
patrol car is sporting a new look that is turning 
heads wherever it goes.

Thanks to local sponsorship and backing for the 
OCSO Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) 
Program, the OCSO 2007 Dodge Charger has been 

Patrol car is 
turning heads
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Toni Wiersma, principal of Okeechobee 
High School, has announced that Emily 
Raulerson has been named a Commended 
Student in the 2012 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program. A Letter of Commendation 
from the school and National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation (NMSC), which conducts 
the program, will be presented by the princi-
pal to this scholastically talented senior.

About 34,000 Commended Students 
throughout the nation are being recognized 
for their exceptional academic promise. Al-
though they will not continue in the 2012 
competition for National Merit Scholarships, 
Commended Students placed among the 
top 5 percent of more than 1.5 million stu-
dents who entered the 2012 competition by 

taking the 2010 preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship qualifying test.

“The young men and women being 
named Commended Students have demon-
strated outstanding potential for academic 
success,” commented a spokesperson for 
NMSC. “These students represent a valuable 
national resource; recognizing their accom-
plishments, as the key role their schools play 
in their academic development, is vital to 
the advancement of educational excellence 
in our nation. We hope that this recognition 
will help broaden their educational opportu-
nities and encourage them as they continue 
their pursuit of academic success.”

Okeechobee student commended by 
National Merit Scholarship Program
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fi tted with a custom-made wrap to give the 
program more visibility.

“It draws the kids’ attention to it. People 
comment on it and say how cool it is,” said 
OCSO Deputy Sergeant Mark Roberts, who 
heads up the local D.A.R.E. program.

The car is driven by OCSO Deputy Dale 
Hardy, who is the school resource offi cer at 
Okeechobee High School.

“It’s probably geared toward the younger 
age, but it ended up here because the car 
was already being used by Deputy Hardy 
and we decided it was the best car to be 
used,” explained Sgt. Roberts.

The OCSO sergeant went on to state 
that the wrap was paid for by local corpo-
rate sponsors—primarily, St. Lucie Battery 
& Tire and Custom Graphics & Signs, who 
designed and installed the wrap.

“It’s just, basically, a large decal,” said Me-
lissa McKay, owner of Custom Graphics & 
Signs and the designer of the D.A.R.E. wrap. 
“It’s a way to make something old look new 
and, if it’s new, it will preserve it.”

She went on to explain that the artwork 
and printing take the largest amount of time, 
and that it only takes about six hours, at 
most, to install the wrap. In all, she added, 
it’s about a two- to fi ve-day process.

Ms. McKay said the wrap was put on the 
car in February.

Sgt. Roberts said the six-cylinder patrol 
car is equipped with a law enforcement light 
kit and radio and can be used for patrol, al-
though it isn’t.

“We can use it to make traffi c stops, but 
we don’t,” he added.

Sgt. Roberts said the wrap was put on the 
car to show Sheriff Paul May’s support for 
the D.A.R.E. program, and for the kids.

The D.A.R.E. program was founded in 
1983 in Los Angeles and is now in place in 75 
percent of the school districts in the United 

States. The program is a law enforcement-
led series of classroom lessons that teach 
children from kindergarten through 12th 
grade how to resist peer pressure and live 
productive drug- and violence-free lives.

According to the D.A.R.E. web site, the 
program:

• allows young people to relate to law 
enforcement offi cers as people;

• permits students to see offi cers in a help 
role, and not just in an enforcement role;

• opens lines of communication between 
law enforcement and youth;

• helps offi cers serve as conduits to pro-
vide information beyond drug-related top-
ics; and,

• opens dialogue between the school, 
police and parents to deal with other issues.

If you or your organization would like to 
help the local D.A.R.E. program with a con-
tribution, contact Sgt. Roberts at 863-763-
3117. Sgt. Roberts said all money donated 
to the local program stays in Okeechobee 
County.

DARE
Continued From Page 1

is bad for water quality. He said regulating 
the lake level is a balancing act that takes 
into conservation all interests involved in the 
lake.  

While the COE manages higher lake lev-
els to prevent fl ooding, when the lake drops 
below a certain level any discharges for ir-
rigation are regulated by the SFWMD.

“Clearly more storage is necessary” stat-
ed Susan Sylvester, chief of the water control 
operations bureau for SFWMD. She said that 
with the construction of levees and canals 
fl exibility in water control was lost. Now 
the water level can only go up or down. At 
one time the lake would either increase or 
decrease in area depending on rainfall. She 
said that part of the problem with regulating 
the lake level is that water can come into the 
lake faster than it can be drained out. When 
releasing water to the estuaries to lower the 
level of the lake, local basin runoff has to 
be handled fi rst before lake water can be 
released. 

Paul Gray, of the Audubon Society of 
Florida agrees that the solution is comple-
tion of more water storage areas. Mr. Gray 
said we will have this problem until more 
storage areas are built. He was saddened to 

learn of the governor’s cut to SFWMD fund-
ing, saying this will slow down Everglades 
Restoration projects. 

Mr. Gray noted that the current water 
management system was designed in the 
1940s. The population has increased tre-
mendously since that time and the objec-
tives of the program have changed from the 
original objective of fl ood control.

Mr. Gray refuted Mr. Honnerlaw’s claim 
about the Kissimmee chain of lakes regula-
tion schedule contributing to lower lake lev-
els. He said that because the area of Lake 
Okeechobee is so much larger than the area 
of the Kissimmee chain of lakes, releasing 
the maximum amount of water from the 
Kissimmee Chain of Lakes would only raise 
Lake Okeechobee about 6 inches. 

Correy Lee, fi shery biologist with the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission, stated that at the present lake level 
the fi sh aren’t hurting, but the wading birds 
are a little harder hit. He said there should be 
some fl uctuation in lake levels.  

“The system is fl awed,” he said concern-
ing the lake regulation schedule. He said 
completion of Everglades Restoration proj-
ects would give more room for storage of 
excess water without affecting lake levels.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

LAKE
Continued From Page 1

Co-op Antiques has moved
Co-op Antiques has a new location. It 

has moved to 1214 S.W. 2nd Ave., with 
six big rooms of beautiful antiques. The 
store’s two-day grand re-opening will 
take place on Friday, Sept. 30, and Satur-
day, Oct. 1. 

For more information, call Beth at 863-

532-9138 or Judy at 863-634-1552.
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee County Health Depart-
ment now has a new director.

At their meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 27, 
Okeechobee County commissioners ap-
proved the appointment of Erin Hess to that 
position.  

Commission Chairperson Margaret Gar-
rard Helton said she was very impressed 
with Ms. Hess’ resume. “I think you can do a 
great job for us. It will be an honor to work 
with you,” she said.

Ms. Hess, whose fi rst day will be Friday, 

Sept. 30, has a Bachelors Degree from Indi-
ana University and a Masters from the Uni-
versity of Central Florid and six years experi-
ence in the public health fi eld.

Turning to other items, the Okeechobee 
Utility Authority (OUA) is proposing to build 
a forcemain from their wastewater treat-
ment plant on Cemetery Road to Treasure 
Island. This proposed system would elimi-
nate 1,600 septic tanks on Treasure Island 
canals. The utility needs a site for a master 
lift station and approached the county for 
donation of land at the Okeechobee County 
Agri-Civic Center.

John Hayford, OUA’s executive director 
said that with the acquisition of land for a lift 
station design plans could proceed and the 
utility could apply for a grant. Commission-
ers approved donation of the land.  

During the public comment time there 
were two speakers.

Steve Dobbs, an engineer representing 
Blue Cypress Golf and RV Resort, informed 
the commissioners of drinking water prob-
lems at Blue Cypress which caused the shut 
down of one of their wells. Mr. Dobbs and 
other engineers have been working on de-
signing an extension of the Okeechobee 
Utility Authority (OUA) water line from 
Kings Bay to Blue Cypress. Blue Cypress is 
trying to secure OUA as a sponsor to apply 
for a grant for the project. While Mr. Dobb’s 
purpose was to inform the commission of 
pending plans, he said that later he might 
come back to the commissioners to ask for 
their assistance. 

Alan Morris, a correctional offi cer at 
Okeechobee Correctional Institute (OCI), 
expressed concern about possible privati-
zation of the prison. Not only was he con-
cerned about loss of employment, he felt a 
private organization would cause a public 
safety risk. He said a private organization 
would not be as concerned about security 
since they would not be required to have 
state certifi ed correctional offi cers. He pre-
sented a nonbinding resolution opposing 
privatization to commissioners for their 
consideration. Staff will review the resolu-

tion and present it at the next commission 
meeting. 

In other action, the board:
• passed a resolution approving issuance 

of Solid Waste Disposal Revenue Bonds for 
Waste Management facilities improvement 
by the Miami-Dade County Industrial Devel-
opment Authority with no risk and no liabil-
ity to the county;

• in connection with above action ap-
proved an interlocal agreement with the Mi-
ami-Dade County Industrial Development;   

• adopted an ordinance to change word-
ing in county ordinances to conform to state 
statutes;    

• appointed Elbert Batton to the afford-
able housing committee with an expiration 
date of Sept. 15, 2013;

• approved a Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) grant for airport se-
curity upgrade;

• adopted a policy dealing with group 
health care insurance with Commissioner 
Joey Hoover voting ‘no’;

• approved a one-year lease renewal for 
the Douglas Brown Community Center for 
Little Peoples Academy II;

• awarded contracts for janitorial servic-
es for county buildings; and,

• approved a proposal for professional 
engineering services for the Douglas Brown 
Community Center Wastewater Lift Station 
and Force Main in the amount of $19,425.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

County health department has new director

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News 

Will gas prices continue a downward 
trend or go up? It depends on your source. 

While the American Automobile As-
sociation (AAA) predicts falling gasoline 
prices, one local gasoline distributor is not 
so sure. 

“It’s all guessing,” said Buddy Lisle, of 
Gilbert Oil Company, a local company that 
deals in wholesale and retail gasoline sales, 
adding “It’s a tough market. It’s all luck.” 
He said the price of gasoline is not based 
on supply and demand but on investors. 
He said the price of gasoline can change 
rapidly either way and as of Monday morn-
ing, Sept. 26 it was going up.

Mr. Lisle said the constantly chang-
ing prices contribute to the differences in 
prices between various service stations. He 
said one dealer will buy gasoline and set 
his retail price based on what he paid for 
that tank of gas. Before that tank runs out 

a second dealer will refi ll his tank. The sec-
ond dealer will pay a different price, either 
higher or lower, and will base his whole-
sale price on what he paid for gasoline at 
the time he fi lled his tank. Different deal-
ers refi ll their tanks at different times and 
change their prices accordingly.  

A random check of 10 gasoline sta-
tions in Okeechobee on Monday, Sept. 26, 
showed gasoline ranging from $3.34 to 
$3.39 with an average of $3.36. 

According to the AAA the national av-
erage on Monday, Sept. 26, was $3.505 
per gallon nation wide while the Florida 
average was a little lower at $3.470. Both 
averages showed a drop from last week 
when the national average was $3.593 and 
the Florida average was $3.543. Both the 
national average and the Florida average, 
according to the AAA, are about $0.80 a 
gallon more than one year ago.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda 

can be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Gas prices fl uctuate

School district to negotiate ‘Race to the Top’ evaluations
The Okeechobee County Educators Association representatives and Okeechobee 

County School District representatives will participate in negotiations regarding the 
teachers’ evaluations to be used for the “Race to the Top” criteria, on Wednesday, 
Sept. 28, at 4 p.m. at the Okeechobee County School Board Offi ce. The negotiations will 
be open to the public.



Fire department
• I think the fi re department does a great 

job. Not too long ago my daughter had a dryer 
fi re and they were there within minutes after 
she called. They saved her home with very 
little damage. Also they did a terrifi c job on 
the feed mill fi re. They kept the silos from 
exploding which would/could have injured 
a lot of people including fi re fi ghters. No one 
was even injured. Great job. Out in the county 
where we do not have the luxury of being 
close, we know that it is going to take longer 
before they can get to a fi re out here. It is our 
choice to live out in the county and we have 
to take the good with the bad.

• I have with the fi re department is that I 
pay extra like everyone else does for Fire and 
EMS tax but because of the location of the fi re 
department, I receive nothing for my money. 
I do live in the county by choice but when the 
fi rst responder is over 30 minutes, what good 
is it? Why do I have to pay the same amount 
or more as someone who lives within minutes 
of the fi re station? The county can locate the 
fi reman around the county like other counties 
do so that the response would be better for 
all.

• You can have a hydrant in your front 
yard, but if it takes 30 minutes for someone 
to hook up to it, it’s useless. The Okeechobee 
Fire Department hasn’t lost a slab yet in the 
Prairie.

Fire in the lake
• Fires along the lake shore are part of 

nature and part of local history. Even before 
they built the dike, these fi res were common. 
The lake level fl uctuates with the seasons. 
When the water levels drop, the areas around 
the edge of the lake dry out. Lightning strikes 
are common in Florida and when lightning 
hits the dry brush, it starts a fi re. If there is 
muck under the brush, the fi re can burn for 
weeks or months. One legend I heard is that 
Buckhead Ridge was named for a muck fi re 
that burned for months. The story goes that 
the smoke from the fi re had two plumes and 

from a distance, it looked like a buck head. 
Once a muck fi re starts, it won’t go out until it 
either burns off all the muck or is drowned by 
the rising water level. These natural fi res clear 
out the brush and some of the muck and this 
is good for the lake.

OHS
• I think the principal is doing as good a 

job as she is able given the tough situation 
education is in right now. I like football, but 
that is certainly not my main concern with the 
high school. As far as I know, employers do 
not use FCAT scores to select employees. Most 
students fi nish the FCAT years before gradua-
tion. I would think employers would look at 
education level, grades in certain courses, at-
tendance, and activities.

• Athletic scholarships help put a lot of 
kids through college that might not get to go 
on an academic scholarship.

• The principal at OHS is not only an out-
standing one, she is also a person of the same. 
She cares about the kids probably more than 
most of their actual parents do. The education 
coming out of the high school has been good 
enough for 27 seniors last year to be accept-
ed at UF, many more at UCF, USF, and FSU. 
What’s the complaint? Overall scores? You 
can’t help those students who have no drive 
or ambition to succeed. Their overall desire is 
to fl oat thru, work for the city or county when 
a relative slips them in, get a 3 percent raise 
every year and fl oat thru life on the backs of 
taxpayers. Sounds familiar, doesn’t it? The 
school provides more than enough for a kid 
to succeed if they have the drive.

• Mrs. Wiersma has tried to “right” a ship 
that was like the Titanic ... all that was left was 
to pick up the china from the ocean fl oor and 
sell it at Sotheby’s! UCF has become one of 
the hardest schools to enter, and yet we seem 
to have kids graduating from Okeechobee 
High School who not only get in, but lo and 
behold, they are doing well there.

• Okeechobee is just like every other high 
school in the state. The problems at this school 
are the same problems at the other schools in 
the state so why does everyone always seem 
to make excuses as to why the students in this 
county don’t receive an equal education to the 
rest of the state. Simply put, kids are the same 
everywhere. FCAT is a test to compare them 
on equal terms, the problems are the same at 
all schools, teachers are both good and bad 
at all schools. With this being said then what 
is different between the schools; the amount 
of money spent per student for education, the 
staff in charge of the teachers.

Stimulus II is not the answer
By U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney (FL-16)

Listening to President Obama’s address to 
Congress, as he called for a new $447 billion 
stimulus package, I had a sense of déjà vu. 
Massive federal spending on construction proj-
ects and aid to states – haven’t we heard all 
this before?

The President’s new stimulus plan looks 
like a smaller version of his last stimulus plan, 
which cost $830 billion. He promised the fi rst 
stimulus would keep unemployment below 
eight percent. Instead, it has stayed above eight 
percent for 31 straight months and remains 
above 10 percent in Florida.

Rather than abandoning these failed poli-
cies, President Obama is asking Congress to 
pass a second stimulus, without explaining 
how this one will succeed where the fi rst failed 
so miserably. You’ve seen the results of Stimu-
lus I – do you think Stimulus II is the solution? I 
don’t. The American people need jobs. Squan-
dering this opportunity by repeating the mis-
takes of the past is unacceptable.

I disagree with President Obama that more 
federal spending is the best way to create jobs. 
However, he has made some concessions in 
other areas that I hope will open the door to 
potential areas of agreement. By focusing on 
common ground, we can get results.

For example, the President recently agreed 
to our request to withdraw proposed EPA 
ozone regulations, which would have cost 
the economy $90 billion. He indicated during 
his address that he would look at other man-
dates that are hurting small businesses and 
costing much-needed jobs.  I appreciate the 
President acknowledging the toll that regula-
tory over reach has on economic growth and 
job creation. Unfortunately, his Administration 
has also proposed 219 new regulations costing 
more than $100 million each—many of which 
will cost more than $1 billion apiece. 

To get serious about reducing the burden 
of Washington mandates, he should accept 
our proposal to subject all regulations cost-
ing more than $100 million to Congressional 
approval. He should urge the Senate to follow 
the House’s lead as we vote to repeal many of 
the costliest, most unnecessary federal regula-
tions this fall. The President now talks about 
the need to keep taxes low for small business-
es and working families. His recognition that 
taxes matter for job creators as they make deci-
sions about investments and hiring is a refresh-
ing change from his past rhetoric. 

Last year, I supported an extension of pay-
roll tax relief, which the President has advo-
cated. However, we need more than one-time, 
targeted deductions if we want to see long-term 
economic growth. What happens when these 
temporary programs expire?  Small business 

owners are already asking that question, and
the uncertainty is stopping them from investing
in their businesses or hiring new workers.

Instead of focusing on temporary, Band-Aid
solutions, I urge the President to work with us
on meaningful tax code reform, which would
eliminate certain loopholes and deductions
and replace them with permanent reductions
in tax rates for families and businesses. A fl at-
ter tax code would allow small businesses to
grow and compete on a level playing fi eld.
Permanent tax rate relief would increase de-
mand by putting more money in the pockets
of American families, while giving job creators
the certainty they need to invest and hire new
workers. 

Rather than throw billions of dollars at
“shovel ready” projects, we should look at
more cost-effective ways to improve our na-
tion’s infrastructure. For example, federal law
now requires states to set aside 10 percent of
their surface-transportation funds for projects
like transportation museums and educational
programs. Waiving this requirement would
give states the fl exibility to use these funds for
pressing infrastructure needs without adding
to the defi cit. Expanding markets for American
producers will help small businesses, manu-
facturers and farmers here in Florida create
jobs right away. I again urge the President to
send Congress pending trade agreements with
Colombia, Panama and South Korea, so we
can pass them quickly.

We can also work together on reforms to
the unemployment system to assist the long-
term unemployed. President Obama cited the
“Georgia Works” program, which connects
employers with job seekers to help individuals
receiving unemployment benefi ts fi nd perma-
nent jobs. Getting Americans back to work as
quickly as possible should be our goal.

Finally, I agree with the President when he
says that any new package must be paid for –
but I don’t think we should wait years to do it.
The American people are tired of Washington
spending money now and promising to save
later. 

The American people need jobs, but we
cannot tax, borrow and spend our way to job
creation. Government doesn’t create jobs –
small businesses do. The small business own-
ers that I talk to in Florida are looking for a new
approach that will get Washington out of the
way and let real, private sector job creators put
Americans back to work.

We’ve tried the stimulus approach, and
we’ve seen the results. We need a new, pro-
growth agenda that focuses on relief from
costly mandates, permanent reforms to the tax
code, and real cuts in spending. Short-term,
government-centered fi xes are not the solu-
tion.
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Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!
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“In a democracy, the highest
office is that of citizens.”
— US Supreme Court Justice
Felix Frankfurter.

We agree. Yet too many
citizens feel powerless to
influence the flow of
events.

We give people a voice. Our
Speak Out column is just one
example. We consider it an
extension of the secret ballot
and a return of the values of
the American Revolution.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
calling your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Approximately $35,000 in damage was 
reported to a residence at 11600 State Road 
70 East Friday in a blaze apparently sparked 
by a candle, Okeechobee County Fire Res-
cue reported.

Lt. Terry Parrish reported that fi ve units 
and nine fi remen responded to the home 
just before 8 a.m., and found smoke com-
ing from the eves and the front door of the 
home.

The fi re damage was confi ned to the 

bathroom area and the ceiling in the hall, 
Parrish added.

About 250 gallons of water was used to 
put out the fl ames. Two adults and one child 
inside the residence were unhurt. The State 
Fire Marshall was called to investigate but 
the original fi re report listed the cause as a 
candle and unintentional.

A fan was used to clear the home of 
smoke. Firemen were on the scene for about 
two hours at the James Harper residence.

The Okeechobee American Red Cross 
also responded to the scene to assist fi re-
men and the family with their needs. They 

provided food and clothing for the family.
The Red Cross volunteers were members 

of the Chapter’s Disaster Action Team which 
is a group of specially trained volunteers 
who respond to the scene of local disasters 
when called upon.

To make a fi nancial donation to your local 
Red Cross to help people affected by house 
fi res and other disasters here in Okeechobee 
people can click, call or text – visit www.
pbtcredcross.org, call 1-800-833-0599, or 
text the word Red Cross to 90999 to make a 
$10 donation.

Structure fi re damages home at Davie Dairy

The following individuals were ar-
rested on felony or driving under 
the infl uence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) or the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC).

• Tony Lee Frost, 26, N.E. 16th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 23 by Dep-
uty Fred Bradley on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with interference with 
child custody of parent/guardian. His bond 
was set at $20,000.

• Linden Benjamin Buccino, 16, N.E. 
22nd Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 
23 by Deputy Corporal Aric Majere on an 
Okeechobee County juvenile take and hold 
warrant charging him with lewd or lascivi-
ous molestation offender under 18 victim 
under 12. He was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail then released into the cus-
tody of his parents.

• Miranda Kashyra Steve, 27, S.W. Ninth 
Lane, Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 24 by 
Deputy Steven Pollock on a felony charge of 
possession of cocaine and a misdemeanor 
charge of possession of marijuana under 20 
grams. His bond was set at $3,000.

• Charles Smith III, 31, Mayfl ower Road, 

Fort Pierce, was arrested Sept. 24 by Deputy 
Steven McKinley on felony charges of pos-
session of a controlled substance and tam-
pering with evidence. He was also arrested 
on misdemeanor charges of possession of 
marijuana under 20 grams and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. His bond was set at 
$11,000.

• John David Thomas, 44, N.W. 141st 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 25 by 
Deputy Heath Hughes on a charge of driv-
ing under the infl uence. His bond was set 
at $250.

• Steven Cody Crose, 22, N.E. 128th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 25 by 
Deputy Bryan Holden on a felony charge of 
burglary of a structure, and a misdemeanor 
charge of petit theft. His bond was set at 
$12,500.

• Missy Chae Huff, 19, Linda Road, Buck-
head Ridge, was arrested Sept. 26 by Offi cer 
Ryan Holroyd on a charge of driving while 
license suspended - habitual offender. Her 
bond was set at $1,000.

• Alexander Gonzales, 37, S. Parrott Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 26 by Dep-
uty Cari Arnold on Okeechobee County war-
rants charging him with violation of proba-
tion - possession of cocaine and violation of 
probation - possession of marijuana over 20 
grams. He is being held without bond.

• Richard Chapman, 26, N.W. 262nd St., 

Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 26 by Dep-
uty Sarah Green on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with providing false 
information to a pawnbroker. His bond was 
set at $5,000.

• Miguel Benitez, 18, S.W. Second Way, 
Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 26 by Dep-
uty Cari Arnold on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with violation of pro-
bation - sale/delivery of a controlled sub-
stance, violation of probation - sale/delivery 
of oxycodone and violation of probation 
- possession of a legend drug without a pre-
scription. His bond was set at $100.

• Jennifer Lynn Shaw, 26, S.W. Fifth 
Drive, Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 27 by 
Deputy DeMarcus Dixon on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging her with violation 
of probation - burglary of a conveyance. She 
is being held without bond.

• Brandon Clinton Pitt, 19, N.W. 36th 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 27 by 
Deputy DeMarcus Dixon on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with violation 
of probation - grand theft fi rearm. He is be-
ing held without bond.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or 
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A Lake City teen was 
arrested locally after she 
reportedly stole a family 
member’s car and drove 
to Okeechobee to see a 
young man.

Kara Luann Lightsey, 16, 
was arrested Friday, Sept. 
23, on a felony charge of 
grand theft auto. She was 

booked into the Okeechobee County Jail 
then released into the custody of a family 
member.

An arrest report by deputies with the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce Street 
Crimes Unit said the boy apparently called 
the girl and asked her repeatedly to come to 
Okeechobee. She fi nally relented and stole a 
2011 Honda vehicle.

She then drove to Yee Haw Junction 
where the boy met up with her.

After spending a couple of nights togeth-
er, Lightsey decided she needed to return to 

Columbia County, so she dropped the boy 
off at his father’s home and started back to 
Lake City.

While on her way back to Lake City, she 
received a call from a friend in Okeechobee 
who was checking on her well being. The 
friend convinced Lightsey, who was now 
listed as a runaway, to return to Okeecho-
bee.

Upon her return to Okeechobee, she 
contacted the sheriff ’s offi ce and the street 
crimes unit responded and arrested her on a 
Columbia County warrant without incident.

Lake City teenager charged with car theft

Kara Luann
Lightsey

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The victim of a single-vehicle crash in 
July has succumbed to his injuries, stated a 
press release from the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO).

According to the release Pedro Juan Lo-
pez DeHaro, 51, died Sept. 14 due to “com-

plications from multiple blunt force trauma 
injuries sustained in the crash.”

Mr. DeHaro was southbound on S.E. 
128th Ave. around 5:59 a.m. on July 23 when 
his truck left the roadway. The vehicle then 
traveled on the shoulder for about 500 feet.

He reportedly over-corrected, which 
caused his vehicle to spin and slide across 
both lanes of the road. The vehicle then left 

the roadway around the 400 block, over-
turned and wound up in a drainage ditch on 
the east side of S.E. 128th Ave.

Mr. DeHaro was thrown from the vehi-
cle. He was treated at the scene by medical 
personnel from Okeechobee County Fire/
Rescue then airlifted to Lawnwood Medical 
Regional Medical Center in Fort Pierce by 
OMNIFlight.

Automobile accident victim dies from injuries
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Barbara Jane Nichols, 53
OKEECHOBEE — Barbara Nichols, 53, of 

Okeechobee, passed away Sept. 24, 2011, at her 
home.

She was born Jan. 5, 1958, in Columbus, Ind., 
to Betty and Billy 
Thompson. She was 
a homemaker and 
community volun-
teer having come to 
Okeechobee from 
West Palm Beach in 
1979. She was an ac-
tive member of the 
First Baptist Church 
and enjoyed cro-
cheting, sewing, 
crafts and cooking.

She is survived by her husband of 33 years, 
Kenneth Robert Nichols; son, Matthew Lowell 
Nichols; and daughters, Carina Kimberly Collins, 
and Deborah Patricia Nichols.

A gathering will be 2 p.m. until memorial ser-
vices at 3 p.m. Friday, Sept. 30, 2011, at First 
Baptist Church.

Memorials may be made to Bass Okeechobee 
Funeral Home to offset funeral expenses.

Friends may sign the guest book at www.Bas-
sOkeechobeeFH.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of the Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home, 
205 NE 2nd Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972.

Miguel A. Aguirre, 54
OKEECHOBEE — Miguel A. Aguirre, age 54, 

died at home on Monday, Sept. 26, 2011.
Born in Miami, he had been a resident of 

Okeechobee since 1979 and was a member of 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church.

His favorite hobby was fi shing but he also en-
joyed a wide range of sports, music, and work.

He is survived by former wife, Deborah 
Vandegrift; and mother of sons, Miguel (Sandra) 
Aguirre of Crestview, Fla., Jeremiah (Leigh 
Anne) Aguirre of Roanoke, Va., Nicholas 
Aguirre of Port St. Lucie; and grandchildren, Ma-
riah and Naomi Aguirre of Roanoke, Va. and 
Luke Aguirre of Gainesville, Fla.

Visitation will be held at Buxton-Seawinds Fu-
neral Home on Friday, Sept. 30, 2011, at noon 
with a service following at 2 p.m.

Friends may send online condolences at 
www.buxtonseawinds.com.

All arrangements are under the care and direc-
tion of Matthew and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Sea-
winds Funeral Home, 3833 SE 18th Terrace, 
Okeechobee, Florida.
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Search obituaries
nationally at

http://www.legacy.com

Editor’s note: The community events 
column runs news from local organi-
zations and clubs at no charge, on a 
space available basis. To qualify for 
this column, the event must be open to 
the public. If there is any charge or fee, 
the organizers must be raising money 
for a charitable cause or non-profi t or-
ganization. Starting next week, if there 
is a charge, the event notice must ex-
plain where the money is going. For 
example, proceeds might be for a local 
scholarship, to benefi t the Shrine Chil-
dren’s hospital, etc. E-mail items for 
this column to okeenews@newszap.
com. For advertisements for events that 
are “members only” or if proceeds are 
not going to a charitable cause, please 
contact the newspaper’s advertising 
department for the ad rates. 

Yard sale at Martha’s House
Martha’s House, at 4134 U.S. 441 N., is 

holding a yard sale on Friday, Sept. 30, and 
Saturday, Oct. 1, from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. For 
more information, call 863-763-2893.

Fall softball sign ups start
Registration for the Fall Adult Softball 

League is being conducted by the Okeecho-
bee County Parks & Recreation Dept. at 640 
NW 27th Lane (Sports Complex). Team fees 
are due by 5 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 30. Fees 
are as follows: men--$375 (plus $30 ISA fee 
if not registered in 2011 season); women--
$325; co-ed-$325. For more information, call 
the offi ce at 863-763-6950.

DAR meetings scheduled
Okeechobee Chapter of the American 

Revolution will begin our 2011-12 meet-
ings on Saturday, Oct. 1, at 10 a.m., at the 
Okeechobee County Library. All members 
and potential members are invited to at-
tend.

One of the highlights of this season is the 
dedication of the Seminole War Memorial 
upon it’s being moved from the present lo-
cation to the re-enactment site in February 
2012. This is being achieved through the 
hard and continuous work of Su George and 
other and with the cooperation of the Cora 
Stickney Harper and Seminole Chapters as 
well. For more information contact Kenna 
Noonan, secretary, at 863-634-5669.

Book singing to include 
B.R.A.T. Club fundraiser

Local author, Jerry Ferrara invites you to 
a book signing of “The Rock-O File.” This 
is a story about a sweet, lovable Miniature 
Schnauzer and how one sunny afternoon 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., an event happened that 
changed his life. Rock-O ends up in the 
wonderful community of Okeechobee. This 
book is fi lled with excited that will keep 
you on the edge of your seat! Find out how 
Rock-O’s life brought him to Okeechobee, 
and why The Doggie Bureau of Investigation 
places Rock-O in The Puppy Protection Pro-
gram. Wildly imaginative, and full of tension, 
this K9 crime story will keep you panting for 
more! The Rock-O File is fun for adults and 
children alike. Join author Jerry Ferrara and 
the main character, “Rock-O” on Saturday, 
Oct. 1. The book signing event will be held 
at the Hampton Inn from 1-5 p.m. Come out 
and enjoy lunch at noon with the B.R.A.T. 
Club. The B.R.A.T.’s will be serving hot 
dogs, sodas, chips, popcorn and smoothies 
for a small donation. There will also be face 
painting, hula hoop and other fun activities. 
For more information call Teresa Chandler 
at: 863-801-4996.

Locks of Love event slated
Colour Me Crazy Salon (next to Domi-

nos Pizza and the Okeechobee News) is the 
location of the next hair donation event for 
“Locks of Love,” a public, non-profi t organi-
zation that provides vacuum fi tted hairpieces 
to fi nancially disadvantaged children suffer-
ing from long-term, illness-caused hair loss. 
Hair cuts will be done on Saturday, Oct. 1, 
from 12–3 p.m. Local resident, Lonnie Yates, 
lost his daughter to cancer a year ago this 
October. In honor of her life, we ask you to 
donate your cut hair to benefi t children. =

Free lunch for those that donate hair.
This haircut is tax deductible—women 

$14, men $10. Call 863-467-3031 for infor-
mation.

Eagles to host bingo
Eagles North is hosting card bingo Satur-

day, Oct. 1, from 4 p.m. until? Proceeds go 
to community benefi t fund. 9985 Hwy. 441 
North, Okeechobee You can call us at 863-
763-2552.

Eagles to host Sunday Breakfast
The Fraternal Order of Eagles, 4137, 9985 

U.S. 441 North, Okeechobee will host Sun-

day breakfast on Oct. 2, from 9-11 a.m. Do-

nation for the breakfast is $5 with proceeds 

to benefi t ? To contact us call 863-763-2552.

Kiwanis to host Adam Bryant 
Minimal Regatta on Oct. 8

The Inaugural Adam Bryant Minimal Re-

gatta will be held Saturday, Oct. 8, at 701

SE 6th Ave, Okeechobee. Boat check-in will 

be from 8 to 9 a.m. Races are expected to 

start around 9:30 a.m. This is a homemade 

boat race for which boats are constructed 

of a 4’x8’ sheet of ¼” luan plywood, 24’ of 

2”x4”s, one roll of duct tape, one pound of 

screws, and all the paint you want! No caulk-

ing or adhesive of any kind may be used. Feel 

free to get there early to look at all the boats! 

Parking will be at Grace Brethren Church. 

Bring the kids, as there will be bounce hous-

es, face painting, and more! We still have 

room for more boats, so call J.D. Mixon at 

863-634-1778 or visit www.MinimalRegatta.

com for more information.

Legislative delegation to meet
The Okeechobee County Legislative 

Delegation will host a public hearing on 

Wednesday, Oct. 12, from 1:30 to 4 p.m. in 

the commission chambers of the Okeecho-

bee County Courthouse, 304 N.W. Second 

Street, second fl oor. For more informa-

tion, please call State Representative Mike 

Horner’s offi ce at 407-943-3077.

Coffee with the Commissioner
Coffee with the Commissioner will be 

hosted by Commissioner Ray Domer on 

Tuesday, Oct. 11, from 10 a.m.–noon and 

will be held in Commissioner Domer’s of-

fi ce located at the Okeechobee County 

Courthouse, 304 N.W. Second St., Room 

245, Okeechobee. Citizens wishing to par-

ticipate are encouraged to call 863-763-6441 

to schedule an appointment. 

Community Events



Find out how the Culinary Institute at In-
dian River State College prepares students 
for success with culinary careers at an up-
coming Information Session for prospective 
students Wednesday, Oct. 12, at 6 p.m. in 
the Richardson Center on the Mueller Cam-
pus at 6155 College Lane in Vero Beach. 
Program information on the Associate in 
Applied Science Degree in Restaurant Man-
agement with a Culinary Arts specialization 
will be provided along with a presentation 
on applying for fi nancial aid. 

This two-year, full-time, selective admis-
sions program leads to an A.A.S. Degree 
in Restaurant Management with a Culinary 
Arts specialization. Paid internships allow 
students the opportunity to gain hands-on 
job skills while working side-by-side with 
top industry professionals in the fi eld. This 
practical experience, combined with the 
rigorous educational training, enables stu-
dents the opportunity to build strong career 

portfolios, solid contacts and references to 
prepare for rewarding employment. 

Applications for the two-year program 
will be available and must be completed 
before Dec. 2. For more information, call 
the Culinary Institute at 772-226-2511 or the 
IRSC Information Call Center at 1-866-792-
4772. Information is also available at www.
irscculinaryinstitute.com or by emailing cu-
linary@irsc.edu.
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If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in

our EZPay
subscription plan, you’ll

not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 

s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you

can read YOUR

newspaper 

anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value

of $72 --

Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is

the most convenient way to pay for

your subscription.  Once it’s set up,

it’s automatic every month.  And with

no bills, no checks and no mail,

EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:

https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:

readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586

It’s all about you, your news, your 
neighbors, your life
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News 

The Seventh Day Christian Church, 

912 N.W. Park St., will host a Gospel Sing 

with the Okeechobee Gospel Singers on Fri-

day, Sept. 30, at 7:30 p.m.

The Youth Ministry of Peace Lutheran 

Church, 750 N.W. Third Lane, will sponsor 

a family fl ea market at the church fellowship 

hall on Saturday, Oct. 1, from 8 a.m. to 2 

p.m. Each family will sponsor a table where 

they will have a variety of items for sale. A 

portion of the proceeds from the fl ea market 

will go to the youth ministry.

Operation Christmas Child spokesperson 

Livia Satterfi eld will speak at Oakview Bap-

tist Church, 677 S.W. 32nd st., at 10 a.m. on 

Saturday, Oct. 8. She will be speaking abut 
her experience receiving a shoebox as a 
child living in an orphanage in Galati, Roma-

nia. Operation Christmas Child is a project of 

the international relief organization, Samari-

tan’s Purse and will hand deliver more than 

8.5 million shoe box gifts to hurting children 

in some 100 countries this year. This event 

will inform the community about Operation 

Christmas Child and how to participate in 

the program.

Okeechobee Church of God, 301 N.E. 

Fourth Ave, will host a concert by American 

Idol Season Six Top 10 Finalist Chris Sligh on 

Saturday, Oct. 29, at 7 p.m. For more infor-

mation call 863-763-4127. 

The Okeechobee News welcomes news from 

area churches for this column. E-mail okeenews@

newszap.com@ or call Pete Gawda at 863-763-

3134, extension 4225.

Churches host gospel sing & special guests

IRSC Culinary Institute offers two-year program

Places of
Worship

Today:  Isolated showers and thunder-
storms after noon. Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 91. Heat index values as high as 100. 
Calm wind. Chance of precipitation is 20 
percent.

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 73. East wind around 5 mph becom-
ing calm.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: Isolated showers and thun-

derstorms after noon. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 92. North northeast wind around 5 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 20 percent.

Thursday night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 72. East wind around 5 mph be-
coming calm. 

Friday: Isolated showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly sunny, with a high near 
90. Calm wind becoming north northeast 
around 6 mph. Chance of precipitation is 20 
percent.

Friday night: Isolated showers and 
thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 72. East northeast wind around 5 
mph becoming calm. Chance of precipita-
tion is 20 percent.

Okeechobee 
Forecast
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Special to the Okeechobee News/SEM

Students of the Week
Seminole Elementary School would like to congratulate their Students of the 
Week for the week of Sept. 23: Marselino Olvera, Hannah Moore, Francisco 
Montoya, George Sullivan, Trevor Farris, Guadalupe Guerrero-Jimenez, Na-
talia Contreras, Xiomarys Quiroz, Jo’Navia Sewell, Maggie Glassburn, Victor 
Salazar-Prado, Michael Danielson, Miriam Hernandez, Talasia Rowe, Haley 
Wester, Joseph Papasso, Adryauna Baker, Estephanie Valdez, Kayla Hodge, 
Christian Diaz, Luiz Reynoso, Kevin Crosby, Victoria Cardoso, Daniel Duran, 
Fallon McLean, Jahlyl Rowe, Jonathan Martinez, Angelea McCullers, Alex 
Cook, Mariah Spelts and Uriel Juarez.

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Jacie Harvey had seven assists, four aces 

and two kills as the Yearling Middle School 

Lady Bulls blasted the Sebastian Lady Cow-

boys 25-4 and 25-5 on Monday at the Year-

ling gym.

Cheyenne Nunez added four kills and 

Baylee Farless added seven assists for Year-

ling.

It was a dominating performance for the 

Bulls who remained unbeaten at home this 

year. Katie Bryan had fi ve points and two 

aces in the fi rst moments of the match to set 

the tone for the Lady Bulls.

Okeechobee built leads of 11-2 and 22-2 

in the fi rst game and 6-1 and 14-4 in the sec-

ond game of the lopsided match.

Coach Bruce Conrad emptied the bench 

as he played some of his younger players 

when the match got out of hand. Trista Os-

ceola and Jenna Thomas also played strong 

matches for Yearling.

The Lady Bulls travel to Gifford on 

Wednesday.

YMS girls volleyball 
team beats Sebastian

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Cheyenne Nunez had four kills in the 
net in Yearling’s easy win over Sebas-
tian on Monday.

Okeechobee Main Street is in the process of gathering candy for the 2011 Halloween 
Celebration! Anyone who would be willing to put a Candy Collection Box at your busi-
ness, please contact Cindy at the Main Street Offi ce, (863) 357-6246 and she will drop 
one off; anyone interested in putting up a booth with a childrens’ game or volunteering, 
also please contact Cindy. The 2011 Halloween Celebration is scheduled for Monday, 
Oct. 31 at the Agri-Civic Center.

Okeechobee Main Street plans Halloween celebration



Special to the Okeechobee News/Big O Teens
Dakota Dietrich was second place 
in the 15-18 age group with a catch 
weighing 5.77 lbs.
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Savings 
Stacked 

High. 
REAL HIGH..

Emory Walker Company
(863) 763-6742 
208 S.W. 5th Avenue

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Okeechobee’s Longest-Established  

Lennox Dealer Since 1975 

Receive up to  
$1,650 in Rebates*

with the purchase of a qualifying  

Lennox® Home Comfort System

AND up to $500 in  
Federal Tax Credits**

Special Financing Available***

OR

CAC014022
Offer expires 12/2/2011. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of 
qualifying Lennox® products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.
gov for more information. ***See dealer for details or visit Lennox.com. © 2011 
Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox 
dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

E
m

ory
Walker Co., Inc.(863) 763-6742

Serving the Lake Area Since 1966 

A/C and Heating 

at it’s Best! 

License # 

CAC014022

CAC042747

CAC057219

208 SW 5th Ave

Okeechobee, FL

34974
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On July 30, a Big O Teen Angler tourna-
ment was held out of the Scott Driver Boat 
Ramp. Fifteen anglers competed and 37 
fi sh were brought to the scales with a total 
weight of 78.6 lbs.

Winners in the 11 - 14 age group were:
1st - Keith Chamberland - 25.27 lbs, Big 

Fish 7.64 lbs;
2nd - Jose Hernandez - 4.79 lbs;
3rd - Luke Farmer - 4.77 lbs.
Winners in the 15 - 18 age group were:
1st - Matthew Robbins - 25.17 lbs, Big 

Fish 8.45 lbs;

2nd - Dakota Dietrich - 5.77 lbs;

3rd  - Ethan Larson - 4.79 lbs.

Big Lake Teen Anglers would like to thank 

the boat captains for their continued sup-

port: Skip Jeslosky, Carl Lewis, Leroy Bauer, 

Bob Haarer, Ernie Johnson, David Straight, 

Kenny Farmer, Mike Jones & Mike Zubricky. 

Thank you George and Madalyne DuPont for 

the donated hotdogs and drinks after weigh 

in and to Thomas and Elaine Jackamore.

Big O Teens close out summer season

Ethan Larson won third place in the 
15-18 age group with a catch weighing 
4.79 lbs.

Special to the Okeechobee News/Big O Teens
Matthew Robbins won fi rst place in the 
15-18 age group with 25.17 lbs. He also 
took the prize for big fi sh-8.45 lbs.

Special to the Okeechobee News/Big O Teens
Luke Farmer won third place in the 11-
14 age group with 4.77 lbs.

Special to the Okeechobee News/Big O Teens
Jose Hernandez won second place in 
the 11-14 age group with 4.79 lbs.

Okeechobee Golf and Country Club Gold 

Tee winners for the week of Sept. 23 were:

First place - B. Meyers; Second place - J. 

Masters; Third place tie with H. White, C. 

Hendren and R. Cardia.

O.G. & C.C. Golf Results
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FAMILY MEDICINE

Advertise in the 
Medical Directory
Call 763-3134 today!

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
Website: www.opticalgalleryeyecare.com

Optical Gallery
763-4334

763-3403357-4899
Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and
Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract

Microsurgery
Diabetic Eye Exams

Glaucoma Evaluation & Treatment
State of the Art Complete 

Optical Laboratory
Eyeglasses & Contact Lenses

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye

Physician & Surgeon

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

The 2010 – 2011 Medical Information Guide is available
online at http://specialsections.newszap.com

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on
our updated Newszap website

UROLOGY

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.
Specializing in:

Adult & Pediatric
Urology

Bladder & Kidney Infections
Impotence/Implants

No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.
Okeechobee 

(863) 763-0217

Board Certified In Urology

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

Visit 
us 

online 
at

www.newszap.com

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME

VARICOSE VEIN REMOVAL

S. Scott Tapper, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Board Certified General Vascular Surgeon

2169 S.E.
Ocean Blvd.

Stuart

Specializing in the Removal of
Varicose Veins

� Minimally Invasive In 
Office Procedure

� Performed more than 
1500 Endo Venous Laser 
Ablation procedures

� Insurance Accepted

Before After

symmetrylaservein.com

772-286-5501

Advertising in

the

Okeechobee
News

is a bright

idea!

Call 
763-3134

today!

RAULERSON
PRIMARY CARE
Jose Villarreal, D.O. 

Dr. Villarreal is

a Family

Medicine

Doctor who is

Board Certified

by the

American

Osteopathic

Board of

Family

Physicians.

New Primary Care
Physician

Accepting New Patients
& Walk-ins

Evening Hours Available 
Per Request 

202 NE 2nd Ave
Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-467-2159
www.raulersonprimarycare.com

Big Lake Cancer 
Center

1115 N Parrott Ave
O k e e c h o b e e

DO YOU NEED TO TALK? CALL

863.467.9500

Can Your Skin
Cancer be Cured

with 5 days of
Radiation? 

COME IN FOR

FREE INFORMATION

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK.COM/
RADIATIONDOCTOR

Ramesh Kumar MD, William Crook MD 
and Julie Santelli MD

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

We Love toWe Love to Care!Care!

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility
1646 U.S. Highway 441 North  

863-763-2226Five-Star Rated
�����

Family-Owned & Operated, OHCF has been 
Providing Rehab & Residential Care to Okeechobee

& the Surrounding Communities Since 1984
• Rehab, Physical, Occupational, 

Speech and Out-Patient Therapy
• Long-Term Nursing Care Available

7 Days a Week/24 Hours a Day
• Secure Dementia and Alzheimer’s  

Memory-Care Wing
• Delicious Dietitian-Planned Meals

Stimulating & Fun Daily Activities
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FAMILY MEDICINE

2202 NE 19TH Drive • Okeechobee • For appointments, call (863) 357-6030

Yasmin Akhtar, MD

• Comprehensive Medical & Preventive Care
• Routine Annual Physicals 
• Well Woman Exam
• Geriatric Care
• Management of:

- Hypertension
- Diabetes Mellitus
- Menopause
- Depression
- Arthritis

DDiplomate American Board of Family Medicine

Accepting New
Patients!

Most Insurance Accepted

GYNECOLOGIST

DERMATOLOGY

HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

Caring for Those You Care About

120 BEDS

MRI

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN MRI

115 NE
3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

HEALTH

Advertise in the 
Medical Directory
Call 763-3134 today!

The 2010 – 2011 Medical Information Guide is available
online at http://specialsections.newszap.com

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on
our updated Newszap website

www.newszap.com

James E.
Bradfield,
MD FACOG

Gynecology
Board 

Certified

•• Loss of Libido
• Endometriosis
• Urine Control
• Infertility
• Menstrual 
Abnormalities

• Sterilization
•• Laser Surgery
• Minimally 
Invasive Surgery

All Major Insurances Accepted

Email:  drbradfield@earthlink.net

863-763-8000
1713 Hwy 441 N, Suite F, 

Okeechobee
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3pc. Bed $299.95 

Dresser, Mirror, Headboard, Footboard & Rails $599.95 

E-Z In-Store Financing Available 

Start a New In-Store Financing Account and Receive an Additional Discount  

Chest $199.95 
Night Stand $99.95 
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Donna Huth

Rotary guest
Colin Cameron gave a big Rotarian welcome to Sheila Savage, program 
manager of Okeechobee Senior Services. Sheila spoke about the programs 
they offer and services they provide; including Community Care for the El-
derly, Meals on Wheels, med-waiver assistance and energy bill assistance. 
She also spoke about the funding sources they receive and the challenges 
they face related to cut-backs and the lack of resources for a small rural 
community.

Okeechobee High School’s Phillip Su-
arez led the Brahman boys to a 22nd place 
fi nish at the Fleet Feet Invitational Cross 
Country Race held Saturday, Sept. 24 at 
South Fork High School in Tropical Farms.

Suarez time of 19:09 was good for 55th 
place in a fi eld of 239 runners at the 5 K 
race. Frank Adamo fi nished with a time 
of 20:47 to fi nish in 117th place. German 
Lopez fi nished third for the Brahmans and 
125 overall with a time of 20:52, and Chris-
tian Garcia fi nished in 171st place with a 
time of 22:18. Hector Torres rounded out 

the Brahman score with a time of 22:39, 

good for 179th place.

The Lady Brahmans fi nished in 20th 

place overall as Tabatha Henry fi nished 

19th overall with a time of 21:24. Ana 

Huerta fi nished 139th with a time of 26:24. 

Carissa Licata fi nished 144th with a time 

of 26:35. Ivette Vega fi nished 146th with 

a time of 26:39. Charleigh Heater fi nished 

162nd with a time of 27:36. Sandra Luviano 

had a time of 29:39 in 180th place.

Cross country teams in invitational

Rainfall totals over the last few months 
are near normal levels, but Lake Okeecho-
bee and ground water levels in many areas 
remain very low due to a below-average dry 
period that lasted from October 2010 until 
June 2011. Unless there is signifi cant tropi-
cal rainfall in the coming weeks, the region 
is expected to remain in a water shortage 
through the spring.

The district is storing as much water as 
possible during this wet season. South Flor-
ida’s transition into the dry season begins in 
the next few weeks.

On Monday, Lake Okeechobee was at 
11.05 feet, more than 3 feet below the his-
torical average for this time of year.

Due to the low lake level, the district is 
still under mandatory water conservation 
rules. Lawn watering is restricted to no more 
than twice a week. In general, any week that 

the area receives at least half an inch of rain, 
there is no need to water the lawn.

Restrictions in Okeechobee County in-
clude:

• Watering is not allowed between 10 
a.m. and 4 p.m.

• Residents and businesses with odd-
numbered street addresses may water 
lawns and landscapes on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays from midnight to 10 a.m. or from 
4 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.

• Residents and businesses with even-
numbered street addresses, no street ad-
dress or irrigate both even and odd address 
within the same zones, including multi-fam-
ily units and homeowners associations, may 
water lawns and landscapes on Thursdays 
and Sundays from midnight to 10 a.m. or 
from 4 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.

Rain helping; lake level still low



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Garage/
Yard Sales

Yard Sale
Saturday & Sunday 

1st and 2nd 8am till ?
5855 SE 80th Trail Okee.

YOUTH MINISTRY’S
Will be hosting a 

Family Flea Market at 
Peace Lutheran Church. 

Saturday October 1st 
8:00am-2:00pm 

In the Fellowship Hall
750 NW 23rd Lane.

Special Notice

Tutor Needed
For Middle School Child

From 4:00 to 5:00 
Afternoons, 

2 to 4 Days a Week. 
School Teacher Only 
Call 863-467-0636 
Leave Message.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

CLASS A- IMMEDIATE
CDL DRIVER needed 
w/tanker experience a 

must. Call 863-467-9800.

Hunt Preserve 
Specialist

Must have experience 
in managing quail 

properties and general 
farming. Excellent 
Benefi t package. 

Central Florida Location. 
Fax resume to: 
772-770-9650 

or email:
travis-rryp@hughes.net

Employment
Medical
M.A/R.N/P.A SKILLED 

IN IV LINE ACCESS, IN-
FUSAPORTS, OR WILL-
ING TO LEARN. PART 
TIME/FULL TIME. FAX 
RESUME 772-337-0320

Employment
Part Time

Part Time 
Maintenance/Janitorial 

Position Available.
Must be able to work 

weekends. Apply in 
person, M-F 8-5, 

at 269 NW 9th Street. 
EEOC/DFWP

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Shop here first!
The classified ads

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

Busy Concession 
Stand/Restaurant for 

LEASE at a local 
business. MUST have 
restaurant experience. 

Contact Heather 
for more info 

(863)763-4114.

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING 
& HAULING

Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

Miscellaneous

Custom Meat Process-
ing

Whitetail, Wild Hogs and 
Exotics

Call Bill (863)801-1273

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Appliances

Washer/Dryer - 
Stacked, Like New. BHR 
$ 4 5 0 . 0 0 . 
(727)479-3026

Guns/Supplies

Savage Bolt Action 
Shotgun - 12 Gauge 
deer Slayer (new) with 
1.5 to 4.5 scope and 
soft case.  $450.00

Winchester model 120 12 
gauge pump shotgun  
$ 1 5 0 . 0 0 / n e g . 
(863)824-0835 or 
(863)634-5023

Medical Items

Scooter lift for Van 
used only once.

 $500 obo 
Call 863-634-3200

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Pets/Supplies

YORKIE PUPS  - Toys, 
Shots/vet. health cert. 
CkC Papers. 9 wks. 
males- $350/$400.cash 
only. Happy healthy 
pups, must see to ap-
preciate.  . 
(863)610-2725

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

2 BD/1BA Duplex in 
town. No Pets! First, 
Last and Security. 

$550.00/mo. 
Call 863-634-2820

2bd/2ba Very clean, 
quiet neighborhood 
located in the city.

$700 monthly plus se-
curity. Non Smoking, 

No pets Call 
863-634-4751

AFFORDABLE APART.
IN TOWN

2BR/1.5 Bath
1 Block north of Walmart

 Carpet/Tile All 
Appliances,W/D on 

each fl oor, 
Clean/Newly Painted 
Call 863-763-8878

    $600 mo.,$300 Sec.

BEAUTIFUL 2 Bedroom 
CBS, Large kitchen, 
new carpet, screen 
room, utility room. $700 
mo. includes water, 
lawn and garbage. 
(863)467-2784

Beautiful Samantha’s 
Garden Apartments 

2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  
Call (863)634-5780 or 

(863)467-9250

FEMALE BOARDER
Brand New Apts. 

Your own furnished 
Studio apt. Private 

entrance with Cable, 
A/C, HS Internet 

provided. $100/wk 
$200 to move in.

Call (863)801-8278

Apartments

Oak Lake Apts,  2BR, 
1.5BA, 2 story & 2BR, 
1BA, 1 story apt., 
$650/mo + $650 sec.  
Very Clean, 
(863)634-3312 or 
(863)634-3313.

OKEECHOBEE - 2 Bd. 
rm./1 Ba. Condo. Tile, 
water & power includ-
ed. Furnished. Pool & 
Tennis Ct. $600 Moves 
You In! (863)634-0663.

OKEECHOBEE- Large 1 
Br/ 1 Ba. 1st and last.  
$600 per mo. Deposit 
$400. In town. Call 
863-467-8705

Commercial
Property

FOR SALE OR LEASE
1574 Sq. Ft. offi ce bldg.

@ 210 NE 3rd Ave.
Call 863-763-0295

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TAYLOR CREEK Con-
dos: Avail. Immed. Fully 
furnished, Pool, Tennis 
& Boat Dock 1br/1ba + 
Utilities. $625.  Annual 
Lease.  215-359-7779

Houses -Rent

2 Bed/1Bath Between 
Okeechobee and 

Indiantown on Tommy 
Clements Street. 5 
Acres w/pond and 

fenced $790 a month.
Call 772-260-3068

2 br-2 ba w/den & 
Florida room. Between 
Okeechobee & Indian-
town. 5 acres w/pond. 

$990 mo. 772-260-3068.

3 BD/1BA House on 
1 acre in Dixie Ranch 

Acres. No Pets! 
First, Last & 

Security $800.00/mo. 
Call 863-634-2820

Furnished 1/1 or 2/1 in 
Kings Bay with  garage, 
washer and dryer start-
ing at $650 per month, 
plus utilities call 
863-467-4371

Houses -Rent

OKEECHOBEE 4br, 2ba, 
tile throughout, $800 
mo. & up. 1st & sec. 
moves you in. 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

TREASURE ISLAND - 
2BR, 2BA. On Water. 
Storage shed. Car port. 
All appliances including 
washer & dryer. $700 
mo. 1st, last & sec. Call 
(863)763-0859

UPDATED 3/1 - Central 
AC,  W/D, Avail Nov. 
1st. $700 + Sec. 

2/1 CBS, new carpet & 
paint, lg yard, W/D, 
Avail Now. $650 + Sec.

By 15B (786)201-0306

Office Space Rent

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

Vacation Rentals

Buckhead Ridge 
Water Front 1 BR, Fully 

Furnished, Q Sleeper 
Sofa, Private Patio. 

Avail. October to March
Call 765-748-1452

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

Owner Financing- 3 
bdrm 2 bath house on 1 
acre $3,500.00 down 
$931.42 a month. 
2bdrm/1bath house 
$2,500.00 down 
$731.83 a month. Call 
Beverley 863-634-2820

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Lots

NEED A MORTGAGE?
5 ACRE TRACTS ONLY
MUST BE ZONED FOR 

MOBILE HOME
CALL 863-763-6358

Mobile Home
Rent

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 
Mobile Home, Fenced 
Yard, Security Required, 

No Pets 
Call 863-634-7231

2 Bedroom/1 Bath, 
Gated Community, 55 & 
Above, Pool, Club 
House, etc. Furnished 
$500 a mo. First and 
Last. Call 863-610-1602

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2 BR, 2 BA, 
C/Air. $495 mo. Large 3 
BR, 2 BA, C/Air. $600 
mo. No pets. Yearly 
lease plus sec. 
(863)763-4031

KISSIMMEE RIVER 
Estates, 2 Bedroom,  
17503 Broadland Ln. 
Nice, clean home w/car 
port and 3 large sheds. 
$500 mo. + $550 sec. 
Lawn & Water mainte-
nance included. 
317-402-5441 or 
863-261-4138.

LAKEPORT: 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Bonus Room, Washer & 
Dryer. Screen Porch. 
$600 mo. + Security 
deposit. (573)686-6145 
or (573)718-8074

Mobile Home For Rent
Mature Couple or Single
Call for more information

863-610-7723

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.
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Mobile Home
Rent

Very Nice 2bd/1.5bath 
MH in TI,C/A/H,W/D 
hook up, large front 
screened porch, large 
attached shed on nice 
large lot. $600 monthly 
plus $600 security. 
863-357-7409 or 
863-447-0616

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

OKEECHOBEE- Lg.  3br/ 
2ba DW, w/14x40 addi-
tion, metal roof, FP, 
11x20 shop, on Canal. 
Covered dock & slip. 
Sprinklers, $75K O.B.O. 
772-321-1835 or 
772-664-6799.

Palm Harbor Homes
Factory Direct Sale

$15K - $25K Off Models
 800-622-2832 ext 210

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

For Sale 2 Boats, new 
tires 21’Chaparell Cuddy 
Cabin,bimini top, 175 
Mercury,other has good 
trailer, Cobra Outdrive, 
boat needs work $3,000 
o.b.o will separate 
863-484-3061

RV Space Rent

* Limited Time Only
* Water Front RV 

Lots $400.00/mo. 
Incl. Utilities

* Covered Dockage 
Incl. W/Lot Rent

* Cabin $500.00/mo.
     Incl. Utilities
* Call863-763-4417

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Auction will be held at Johns 
Towing Service storage lot located at 
704 Northeast 2nd Avenue, Okee-
chobee, Florida 34972 on October 
14, 2011 at 9:00 A.M. Pursuant to 
Florida Statute 713.78 for unpaid 
towing and storage charges. Year, 
make, model and VIN are as follows.

1997 SATURN S-SERIES
VIN # 1G8ZK5276VZ360511

2003 GMC ENVOY
VIN # 1GKDS13SX32315660

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. Seller re-
serves the right of fi nal bid. ALL 
SALES ARE FINAL! NO REFUNDS 
WILL BE, MADE! Said automobiles 
will be sold in “As Is” condition with 
no guarantee’s.
399311 ON 9/28/2011

Public Notice
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No.: 201 1-CP-93

IN RE: ESTATE OF
 LORRAINE M. MANNING
     Deceased.
 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

   The administration of the estate of 
LORRAINE M. MANNING, deceased, 
whose date of death was October 
20, 2010; File Number 2011-CP-93 , 
is pending in the Circuit Court for 
Okeechobee County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 312 
N. W. Third Street, Okeechobee, FL 
34972. The names and addresses of 
the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney 
are set forth below.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate, on 
whom a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must fi le their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
   All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must fi le their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA 
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
   NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
   The date of fi rst publication of this 
notice is: September 29, 2011.

Derek B. Alvarez, Esquire -
FBN: 114278
dba@gendersalvarez.com 
Anthony F. Diecidue, Esquire -
FBN: 146528
afd@gendersalvarez.com 
GENDERS ALVAREZ DIECIDUE, P.A.
2307 West Cleveland Street
Tampa, Florida 33609
Phone: (813) 254-4744
Fax: (813) 254-5222

BETH ANNE RICHARDSON
Personal Representative

3004 Pin Oak Drive
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410

398508 ON 9/28;10/5/2011

LEGAL NOTICE

A public auction will be held at BMJ 
Towing, Inc. Lot at 414 South Parrott 
Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
on Friday the 14th day of Oct. 2011 
from 10:00-11:00 A.M. Pursuant to 
Florida statute 713.78 for unpaid 
towing and storage. Year, Make, 
Model & Vin’s as follows:

2003 Silver Hyundai Elantra
KMHDN45D73U624179

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. The seller 
reserves the right of fi nal bid. All 
sales are fi nal. No refunds will be 
made. Said automobiles will be sold 
in “AS IS” with no guarantees.
398826 ON 9/28/2011

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
19th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
Case No.: 47-2010-CA-000404

CONSUMER SOLUTIONS 3, LLC,
     Plaintiff
VS.
ROBERTO SORHEGUI, ET AL
     Defendants

TO: Roberto Sorhegui
      1101 NE 361th St. Ct.
      Okeechobee, FL 34972
 
      Unknown Spouse of
      Roberto Sorhegui
      1101 NE 361th St., Ct.
      Okeechobee, FL 34972

      Unknown Tenant #1
      1101 NE 361th St. Ct.
      Okeechobee, FL 34972

      Unknown Tenant #2
      1101 NE 361th St. Ct.
    Okeechobee, FL 34972

   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for foreclosure has been fi led against 
you regarding the subject property 
with a legal description, to-wit:

   LOT 15, Block 7, Lake Monta-
za Estates, Section Six, Ac-
cording to the Plat thereof 
recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 
61, Public records of Okeecho-
bee County, Florida

   Together with that certain mo-
bile home designated as fol-
lows: Make : Spec

   Year 1990
   Title Numbers: 49483877 &
   9483900
   ID Number: FH3611096A &
   FH3611096B

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION
DIVISION

Case No. 2009-CA-000481

Central Mortgage Company
     Plaintiff,
vs.
F. Earl Griffi n, Jr.
     Defendant.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursu-
ant to a Summary Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure Including Award of Attor-
neys’ Fees and Costs dated Septem-
ber 16, 2011, entered in Case No. 
2009-CA-000481 of the Circuit Court 
of the NINETEENTH Judicial Circuit  
in and for Okeechobee County, Flori-
da, wherein Central Mortgage Com-
pany is the Plaintiff and F. Earl 
Griffi n, Jr. are the Defendants. that I 
will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assem-
bly Room, 2nd Floor, 312 NW 3rd 
Street, Okeechobee, Florida 34972 at 
11:00 am on October 19, 2011, the 
following described property, as set 
forth in said Summary Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure including Award 
of Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, to-wit:

 LOTS 21 AND 22, BLOCK 100, 
OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEE-
CHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

 
Dated this 19th day of September, 
2011.

    SHARON ROBERTSON,
    Okeechobee County Clerk of Court
    By: Sandra L. Creech
    Deputy Clerk
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision of certain assis-
tance. Please contact Conic Johnson, 
ADA Coordinator, 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, 
FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 at least 7 
days before your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately upon re-
ceiving this notifi cation if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is 
less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.
SPANISH: Si usted es una persona 
discapacitada que necesita alguna 
adaptaciOn para poder participar de 
este procedimiento o evento; usted 
tiene derecho, sin costo alguno a que 
se le provea cierta ayuda. Favor de 
comunicarse con Corrie Johnson, Co-
ordinadora de A.D.A., 250 NW Coun-
try Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. 
Lucie, Fl. 34986, (772) 807-4370 por 
lo menos 7 dias antes de que tenga 
que comparecer en code o inmedi-
atamente despues de haber recibido 
esta notifi caciOn si es que falta me-
nos de 7 dias para su comparecen-
cia. Si tiene una discapacidad 
auditiva ó de habla, llame al 711.
KREYOL: Si ou se yon moun ki ko-
kobe ki bezwen asistans ou aparey 
pou ou ka patisipe nan prosedu sa-a, 
ou gen dwa san ou pa bezwen peye 
anyen pou ou jwen on seri de ed. 
Tanpri kontakte Corrie Johnson, Co-
ordinator ADA, 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 
34986, (772) 807-4370 O’mwen 7 
jou avan ke ou gen pou-ou par& nan 
tribunal, ou imediatman ke ou resev-
wa avis sa-a ou si le ke ou gen pou-
ou ale nan tribunal-la mwens ke 7 
jou; Si ou pa ka tan& ou pale byen, 
reld 711.
398312 ON 9/28;10/5/2011

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2011-CA-161

RUDOLFO J. UNCEIN,
     Plaintiff,
VS.
YESSINA MIRABAL; ARNALDO MIRA-
BAL; THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
ARNALDO MIRABAL n/k/a OLGA 
MIRABAL,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

   Notice is hereby given that, pursu-
ant to a Final Judgment of Foreclo-
sure dated September 15, 2011, and 
entered in Case No. 2011-CA-161, of 
the Circuit Court of the 19th Judicial 
Circuit in and for Okeechobee 
County, Florida, wherein RUDOLFO J. 
UNCEIN, is the Plaintiff and YESSINA 
MIRABAL; ARNALDO MIRABAL; THE 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF ARNALDO 
MIRABAL n/k/a OLGA MIRABAL, and 
any unknown tenants in possession, 
are Defendants, I will sell to the 
highest and best bidder for cash at 
the OKEECHOBEE COUNTY JUDICIAL 
CENTER, 312 NW 3rd Street, JURY 
ASSEMBLY ROOM, SECOND FLOOR, 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972, at 
11:00 a.m. on the 19th day of Octo-
ber, 2011, the following described 
property as set forth in said Final 
Judgment, to wit:

   A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN 
SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 35, 
RANGE 35 EAST, RANGE 35 
EAST, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA. BEING MORE PAR-
TICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

  COMMENCE AT THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF SAID SEC-
TION 33, THENCE S 01°27’24” 
W ALONG THE WEST LINE OF 
SECTION 33, A DISTANCE OF 
50.00 FEET TO THE INTERSEC-
TION WITH THE SOUTH/ R/W 
LINE OF N.W. 160TH STREET 
(100 R/W); THENCE N 
89°34’54” E ALONG SAID 
SOUTH R/W LINE, A DIS-
TANCE OF 1166.86 FEET TO 
THE INTERSECTION WITH THE 
EAST R/W LINE OF N.W. 12TH 
TERRACE (50’ R/W); THENCE 
S 01°36’26” W ALONG SAID 
EAST R/W LINE, A DISTANCE 
OF 1409.27 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE CONTINUE S 
01°36’26” W ALONG SAID 
R/W LINE, A DISTANCE OF 
260.00 FEET; THENCE N 
77°33’16” E, A DISTANCE OF 
465.63 FEET; THENCE N 
01°43’23” E, A DISTANCE OF 
533.49 FEET; THENCE S 
88°49’03” E, A DISTANCE OF 
660.06; THENCE N 01°45’43” 
E, A DISTANCE OF 947.46 FEET 
TO THE INTERSECTION WITH 
THE CENTERLINE OF THE OT-
TER CREEK EASEMENT (180 
FEET WIDE); THENCE S 
40°57’38” W ALONG SAID 
EASEMENT CENTERLINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 1465.18 FEET 
TO THE BEGINNING OF A 
CURVE IN SAID CENTERLINE, 
SAID CURVE BEING CONCAVE 
TO THE NORTHWEST, HAVING 
A RADIUS OF 2864.91 FEET 
AND A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 
05°33’22”; THENCE SOUTH-
WESTERLY ALONG THE ARC 
OF SAID CURVE, A DISTANCE 
OF 277.82 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.

 
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTER-
EST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE 
SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAT THE 
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE 
OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A 
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE 
SALE.
   Dated the 16th day of September, 
2011.

SHARON ROBERTSON
Clerk of Circuit Court
BY: Sandra L. Creech

Deputy Clerk
NOTICE TO PERSON WITH 
DISABILITIES 
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision of certain assis-
tance. Please contact Collie Johnson, 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 
217, Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986 
(772) 807-7370 within 2 working 
days of your receipt of this Order; if 
you are hearing or voice impaired, 
call 711.
398088 ON 9/28;10/5/2011
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  Which Mobile Home is perma-
nently affi xed to said land.

and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it 
on Gary I. Gassel, Esquire, Plaintiffs 
attorney, whose address is 2191 
Ringling Boulevard, Sarasota, Florida 
34237 within thirty [30] days from 
the fi rst date of publication.
and fi le the original with the clerk of 
this court either before service on 
Plaintiffs attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a default will 
be entered against you for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.
   Dated this 15 day of September, 
2011.

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK
CLERK OF THE COURT

BY: Linda F. Young
Deputy Clerk

398001 ON 9/21,28/2011

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1 Gillette’s __ II

razor
5 Young reporters
9 Half-and-half half

14 __ sapiens
15 European capital
16 Speed
17 Doe
20 Get loose for the

game
21 French monarch
22 Long, long time
23 Matured
25 Maker of

ergonomic
kitchenware

27 Do
35 Suffix with ranch
36 Coastal bird
37 Curb, as

spending
38 Dentist’s directive
41 Puppy’s bite
43 Nearly boil
44 Relating to the

body’s main
blood line

46 Laddie’s negative
48 Indians, on

scoreboards
49 Dough
53 Sushi fish
54 Final Four initials
55 __ acetate:

banana oil
59 Hitter’s stat
61 Duke Ellington’s

“Take the __”
65 D’oh
68 Big name in

kitchen foil
69 Sculptor’s subject
70 Altar exchanges
71 Animal
72 She-bears, in

Seville
73 Promgoer’s

concern, maybe

DOWN
1 Melting period
2 Gossipy Barrett
3 Passionate deity
4 Hustler
5 Vie
6 Military morale-

boosting gp.
7 Indistinct image
8 “Already?”
9 “Evita” narrator

10 Steakhouse
request

11 Canadian gas
sign

12 Oodles
13 Clothing store

section
18 Bygone Serbian

auto
19 “Finding Nemo”

studio
24 Laura of

“Jurassic Park”
26 Plural ending for

neur-
27 Meal on a skewer
28 1 + 1 = 3, for

example
29 “__ a Good Man,

Charlie Brown”
30 How contracts

are usually
signed

31 Pres., vis-à-vis
the armed forces

32 Has __ up one’s
sleeve

33 City in which de
Gaulle was born

34 Rear-__: hit from
behind

39 Grand Central,
e.g.: Abbr.

40 Sweep under the
rug

42 Tylenol target
45 “Good buddies”
47 Sheathes
50 White 66-Down,

e.g.
51 Cat, in Cancún
52 Land chronicled

by C.S. Lewis
55 One giving

Starbuck
orders?

56 Double agent
57 Pantomimed

disco song title
58 Many August

babies
60 Don of talk radio
62 Outlet letters
63 Golfer’s choice
64 AMEX rival
66 Pied Piper

follower
67 BlackBerry or

Sidekick, briefly

By Jonathan Seff
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 10/01/09

10/01/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

For a modest charge,
each package includes:

Celebrating a birthday? 
Share your news in print and online

SALLY EXAMPLE
BIRTHDAYSALLY EXAMPLE

BIRTHDAY

Happy birthday grandma! Love, Billy, 
Tony, Rachel and Marcy.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Rain and lightning did not stop the Year-
ling Bulls from extending their winning 
streak last Wednesday as they defeated Oslo 
Middle School, 6-2.

The match was delayed by more than an 
hour due to the rain and lightning in the area 
that afternoon.

Coach Erick Rios said the Bulls had con-
trol of the action for most of the game but 
continued to make a few errors that allowed 
their opponents to remain competitive.

“Two defensive errors on the back line al-
lowed Oslo to score twice,” he noted.

Wilson Barahona continued to score at 
a torrid pace as he put four balls into the 
Wildcats net. Logan Laskey and Alberto 
Diaz each scored one goal.

The Bulls faced their toughest task of the 
season Monday when they hosted the Se-
bastian Sharks. Coach Rios said this will be 
the most decisive trial for his team so far this 
year.

“Sebastian has always been the most dif-
fi cult and talented opponent we have faced 
in our conference,” he noted.

Yearling was also scheduled to travel 
to Gifford Middle School in Vero Beach on 
Wednesday.

Osceola volleyball lost a competitive 

match last Thursday to the Pemayetv Ema-

hakv Seminoles 21-25 and 14-25.

Makayla Root had four kills while Riylie 

Nortan and Hannah Collier had two kills 

each. Brittani Mellette had one kill, four aces, 

and seven service points. Judy Soriano and 

Andee Garcia had two assists.

Coach Kati Lawson said both teams 

played a strong match last Thursday, “It was 

an intense game with several long volleys. I 

felt both teams played well.”

Yearling Middle School Bulls extend winning streak

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
AAIR CONDITIONING

HEALTHCARE

INSURANCE

REAL ESTATE

WANTED TO BUY

HEALTH & 
READING MATERIAL

FFURNITURE

CONTRACTOR

ATTORNEYS

ATTORNEYS

HAIR CUTS

Elliott’s Pawn Shop
419 W.S. Park St. •  863.763-5553

Wee Buyy Scrapp Gold,
Silverr andd Coins

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O.
230 South Barfield Hwy. • Pahokee

Other facilities in
Gainesville 

& Bradenton 
PHONE: 561-924-5561

www.floridacare.net

863-763-6742

7/24 SERVICE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS
208 SW 5th Ave. • Okeechobee

EMORY WALKER EMORY WALKER CO. INC.CO. INC.
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

CAC042747
CAC014022
CAC057129

Serving the
Lake Area for

40 Years!

St. Lic. CACO29420

Serving the entire lake area for 25 years

“Our Focus Is To Make You Comfortable”

FREE Estimates
Sales • Service • Installation

467-1545

763-8391

CACO 23499

• 24/7 Emergency Service • Senior Citizen Discount
• FREE Estimates on System Replacements.

“We Sell The Best And Service The Rest!”

HOSKINS, TURCO, LLOYD & LLOYD
• Social Security Disability
• Veterans’ Disability

www.HoskinsTurco.com
212 S. Parrott Ave.

Okeechobee, FL 34974

• Auto Accidents 
• Bankruptcy

(863) 357-5800

Advertise here!

Great place to get noticed! MARINA  

NNow accepting donations  
of household goods. 

Local donations helping Local people

Okeechobee Campus
7595 NE 128th Ave. Okeechobee, FL
(863) 763-4224
www.faithfarm.org

LOCAL DONATIONS 

FREE PICKUP

PICK A HEADING 

Advertise your businesss 

Cheri Stevens 105 SW 3rd Ave. 
863-467-0418

Tues. -Fri 9-5:30 •Sat. 9-3 • Closed Sun & Mon
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee ‘Lil Brahmans Junior 
Pee Wee team improved to (5-0) with two 
recent blow out wins over Port Salerno and 
Jupiter Maroon.

The Jr. Pee Wee defeated Port Salerno, 
26-6, on Saturday, Sept. 17, and Jupiter, 39-6 
on Saturday, Sept. 24.

Jermaine Moore had two touchdowns 
which included a 60-yard kick return on 
Saturday against Jupiter. Devante Luellman 
added two touchdowns for the ‘Lil Brah-
mans.

Okeechobee coach Tarrance Pryor said 
he felt the team has earned their victories 
through hard work, good coaching, and 
teamwork.

“They have worked real hard. We appre-
ciate the crowds coming out to see us and 
support us,” he added.

Jafabian Smith and Mark Youmans 
earned praise from the coaches for their 
work on defense.

Luellman was among the Brahmans who 
scored touchdowns in their win over Port 
Salerno on Sept. 17.

The “Lil Brahmans Mighty Mites team lost 
36-6 to Port Salerno on Sept. 17 and their 
game against Jupiter was cancelled due to 
weather last Saturday.

Coach Chris Scruggs said the team played 
hard but came up against a tougher oppo-
nent that had some older players and more 
weight and size.

“We were no match for their bigger 
team,” he added.

The ‘Lil Brahmans Midget Division team 
has run into a slump as they dropped road 
games at Martin County South 31-0 on Sept. 
17 and to Jupiter Maroon 29-0 on Sept. 24.

Coach Eric Williams said his team must 
work on their tackling skills because they 
have missed a lot of tackles and aren’t ag-
gressive enough on defense.

“I do feel Pop Warner has helped these 
kids as they are playing tough out of town 
teams and not their friends. Pop Warner re-
ally shows the kids how aggressive they have 
to be to achieve in high school football,” he 
noted.

The Midget Division features teams with 
kids who are 15 years old and advanced in 
terms of skill and size. 

Simeon Washington had double digit 
tackles for the Midget squad against Jupi-
ter. Antawyn Fludd provided excellent work 
in the defensive secondary. The team also 
started Brendan Barcia at quarterback and 
returned Fludd to wide receiver. The team 
will also receive a boost when rising football 
star Lamar Williams returns to the lineup to 
play running back and linebacker in Octo-
ber. Williams has been sidelined with a back 
injury since August.

Coach Williams said he wants his offen-
sive linemen to be more aggressive in the 
trenches when they host Jensen Beach on 
Saturday.

Pop Warner games are scheduled for 11 
a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturday 
at the soccer fi elds across from North Ele-
mentary School.

Pop Warner grid team tops 
Port Salerno and Jupiter

The Brahman boys bowling team re-
cently lost a pair of competitive matches to 
the South Fork Bulldogs.

George Marshall bowled a 156 and Dil-
lon Resendiz bowled a 152 in a match with 
the Bulldogs on Sept. 13. Resendiz bowled 
a high game of 185 and Marshall added a 
171 in a loss to the Bulldogs on Sept. 22.

Team members this year include Team 
Captain and Senior Angel Garcia, Marco 
Raya, Adam Davis, Samuel Rogers, and 

Austin Walker.
The team is coached by Josh Stoddard. 

He said he felt good about the improve-
ment the team has shown after a month 
of practice. “The team is beginning to be-
come more consistent and have improved 
scores on a weekly basis,” he added.

The next scheduled meet for the Brah-
mans is Wednesday, Oct. 5, at Lucky Lanes 
in Okeechobee. The meet starts at 3:30 
p.m.

Brahman keglers fall to the Bulldogs



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Savings Stacked High. 
REAL HIGH.

 
H.

467-1545
Our focus is to make you comfortable! 

Serving the entire lake area for more than 25 years.

 CAC029420
Offer expires 12/2/2011. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more 
information. ***See dealer for details. © 2011 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and 
operated businesses.

Receive up to $1,650 in Rebates*
with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System

AND up to $500 in Federal Tax Credits**

12-Month, No Payments,  
Deferred Interest Financing***

OR

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

1120 S. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

467-7100
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Every year, thousands of students look-
ing for fi nancial assistance to help them bet-
ter afford a college education benefi t from 
scholarships provided through the Indian 
River State College Foundation. Last year, 
nearly 1,800 students were awarded $1.8 
million in scholarships to help them further 
their educational goals.

The scholarship application period for 
new and returning students for the 2012-13 
school year begins Oct. 1. With hundreds 
of unique scholarships to apply for, every 
IRSC student should take the time to see 
what scholarships may be available to them 
through the IRSC Foundation. There are 
many opportunities to qualify for a schol-
arship. Scholarships are awarded based on 
career interests, academic achievement, or-
ganizational affi liation, county of residence 
and other criteria. The deadline to apply is 
Jan. 31. Information and scholarship ap-
plications are available online at www.irsc-
foundation.org. 

In addition, IRSC students who plan to 
graduate December 2011, or May, June or 
August 2012, and transfer to a university may 
be eligible for transfer scholarships. Applica-
tions for the transfer scholarships also are 

available beginning Oct. 1, and the deadline 

for transfer scholarships is Jan. 31. For more 

information on available scholarships, con-

tact the IRSC Foundation offi ce at 772-462-

4786 or visit www.irscfoundation.org.

Scholarships available to help IRSC students

Special to the Okeechobee News/SES

Students of the Week
Congratulations to the Students of the Week for Sept. 19-23, at South El-
ementary School. They are: Katia Ruiz, Isabelle Wildey, Hunter Daniels, 
Isabella Puga, Jayden Patterson, Brylee Lightsey, Anna Robinson, Payton 
Collins, Dakota Arnold, Lourdes Hernandez, Ashley Phares, Kyler Morgan, 
Latt Durance, Britney Whipple, Courtney Braddock, Brianne Yates, Chase 
Beal, Ethan VanderMolen, Kaitlyn Williams, Bryce Johnson, Karina Romero 
Ortega, Kasandra Romero Ortega and Raul Castellanos.

Croppin’ Crew to meet
The Croppin’ Crew now meets on 

the second Saturday of each month at 

the Okeechobee County Library, from 10 

a.m. until 4 p.m. All levels of scrapbook-

ers are welcome. Check out what other 

local scrapbookers and cardmakers are 

doing and share your ideas too. Bring 

your pictures, scrapbook pages and/or 

projects that you are working on.
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