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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A convicted sex offender who billed 
himself as the ‘director’ of an aftercare 
facility for other sex offenders has been 
arrested for violating his probation by 
having contact with a child.

Offi cials with the Okeechobee 

County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) said late 
Thursday, Sept. 8, that Pat Powers, 64, 
was arrested after he was seen leaving 
a local restaurant with a 2-year-old boy 
in his arms.

Michele Bell, a member of the OCSO 
Sex Offender Unit, said according to his 
July 2011 sex offender registration, Pow-

ers listed himself as a director of Mat-
thew 25 Ministries. Matthew 25, which 
used to have three homes in Okeecho-
bee County for convicted sex offenders, 
is currently running the Pelican Lake Vil-
lage complex in Pahokee.

Sex offender caught with child
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Joe and Leah Suarez

Pie in the face fund raising
     The Okeechobee High School Blazing Brahman Marching 
Band members took numerous pies to their faces over the 
Labor Day weekend at their booth in Flagler Park as part of 
an effort to reach their fundraising goal of $60,000 to get to 
Washington, DC for the Memorial Day parade. Even Judge 
Jerry Bryant got in on the fun, by taking aim at Band Direc-
tor Clint LaFlam (photo above left). Judge Bryant was a good 
sport and did allow one lucky band member, Joey Bunker, to 
return the favor (photo at right).  Other band members who 
took a pie to the face included Savannah Simpson (above 
center) and Brittany Sain (above right).  For more photos from 
the park online, see the Okeechobee News Facebook page.
     The members of the band will be asking friends, family and 
community members to each donate $20 in an effort to reach 
their goal, in the coming days. For more information, contact 
Director Clint LaFlam at OHS 462-5025.

Pat PowersSee POWERS — Page 5City approves pay 
raise     ... Page 5
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

City of Okeecho-
bee Police Chief 
Denny Davis fol-
lowed his father’s 
advice when his 
father told him to 
fi nd something he 
liked and stick with 
it. The Okeechobee 
City Council recently 
honored Chief Davis 
for 25 years service 
to the city. 

“The city has 
been good to me,” 
Chief Davis said. “I 
have the privilege of 
leading one of the 
best departments 
around.”

The chief also 
paid tribute to Larry 
Mobley, the police chief who hired him. 
“You’re the reason I am standing here,” 
Chief Davis said of Chief Mobley. 

Chief Davis is a 1976 graduate of 
Okeechobee High School. In August of that 
year he became an equipment operator for 
the county, a job he held for 10 years while 
also serving as a volunteer fi reman for the 
city.

In 1981, Chief Mobley put together a 
police auxiliary and asked Denny Davis 
to join. “I don’t have any interest at all in 
becoming a cop,” he said at that time. 
However, it must have grown on him. He 
became sergeant and then a lieutenant in 
the auxiliary. On Aug. 24, 1986, he became 
a full-time police offi cer.

He said that one of the fi rst tickets he 
gave was to Colonel R.E. Hamrick. In the 
early 1900s the Okeechobee Company 
laid out the plat of the City of Okeecho-
bee. Some years later when the Okeecho-
bee Company went bankrupt, the colonel 
bought their assets.

The story goes that Col. Hamrick told 
the offi cer that he owned the street. It’s 
possible the colonel only owned the re-
versionary rights to the street. At any rate 
the chief said he probably replied by saying 
something like, “Yes, sir, but we still have 
to enforce the laws on the streets.” 

The ticket was written around 9 or 10 
a.m. At noon that day Offi cer Davis had 
lunch with his captain. The captain intro-
duced him to his best friend. The captain’s 
best friend was Col. Hamrick.  

Chief Davis said Chief Mobley taught 
him to treat everyone alike and to do his 
job in a professional manner. The chief 
said that one night he had to arrest a city 
councilman. He feared the repercussions 
as he called his chief. Chief Mobley asked 
him if he did the job correctly and profes-
sionally. He answered “Yes” and never 
had any problems from the arrest. “It was 

a good feeling that we had a chief who 
backed you up.”

In October of 1995 he made sergeant. 
In September of 1997 he made captain and 
in 2000 he became chief and he now su-
pervises 26 full-time and several part-time 
employees.  

When asked his biggest accomplish-
ment the chief replied that everything ac-
complished was the result of the efforts of 
the entire group. He did say that training 
has increased over the years. 

Chief Davis likes the idea of never know-
ing from one day to the next what is going 
to happen. He is not stuck in the same rou-
tine every day. 

“Sometimes good people make bad 
choices,” he said of the people he deals 
with. He said that sometimes what hap-
pens is the result of the positions they are 
in. He said that the majority of the people 
he has taken to jail shook his hand because 
he treated them with respect.

His current priority is trying to equip his 
subordinates to take over his job after his 
eventual retirement. “I think it is important 
to train subordinates to take your place.” 

Away from the police station the chief ’s 
biggest interest is probably Real Life Chil-
dren’ Ranch. He and his wife have been 
house parents there for about six years. 
However, his association with the ranch 
goes back a few years further than that. He 
fi rst became acquainted with the ranch be-
cause his wife worked for the Department 
of Children and Families. Also some people 
from Real Life Children’s Ranch attended 
the same church he did. As he went out 
to the ranch for different occasions he told 
his wife, “I’ve got to stay away from here. 
Those kids will steal my heart.”

He said his objective is that the children 
in his care fi nd “forever families.” 

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda 

can be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Police chief honored 
for 25 years service

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
At the Tuesday, Sept. 6, meeting of the Okeechobee 
City Council Mayor James Kirk, right, presented City of 
Okeechobee Police Department Chief Denny Davis, left, 
with a plaque honoring his 25 years of service to the city.



FELLSMERE — The National Elephant 
Center, a new model for excellence in el-
ephant care and conservation, will soon 
break ground in central Florida.

The National Elephant Center’s board 
of directors Thursday, fi led site develop-
ment permits with the City of Fellsmere to 
build the facility on a 225-acre site. The land 
currently supports a citrus grove and is sur-
rounded by farmland.

The Center will be a professional ele-
phant care facility focused on advancing the 
care of elephants in North America. A col-
laborative effort with support from 73 zoos 
accredited by the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (AZA), The Center will:

• Support population management 
for North American elephants cared for in 
AZA-accredited zoos across the country. For 
example, the Center will provide a fl exible 
habitat for bull elephants, herds and social 
groupings and help support the elephant 
programs in the 73 zoos with elephant pro-
grams;

• Serve as a centralized training facility 
for elephant keepers, veterinarians and oth-
ers;

• Conduct and contribute to husbandry 
research to determine the best methods of 
animal care, and;

• Participate in conservation projects 
in partnership with accredited zoos and el-
ephant conservationists worldwide.

“Fellsmere offers a welcoming commu-
nity with a strong conservation ethic and 
great wildlife habitat,” said Rick Barongi, 
chairman of The National Elephant Center 
and director of Houson Zoo. “We are very 
excited about the possibilities Fellsmere of-
fers for elephants and look forward to join-
ing this great community.”

Previously the Center sought permits to 
build near the Okeechobee County line in St. 
Lucie County, but those plans fell through. 
St. Lucie County Commissioners insisted 
on restrictions that the National Elephant 
Center board found problematic. One key 
requirement for approval by the St. Lucie 
County Commissioner was the ban of use of 
bull hooks to control the elephants. Animal 
rights activists call the bull hooks cruel. Rep-
resentatives of the National Elephant Center 
maintained that the use of bull hooks to con-
trol elephants is humane and can be neces-

sary in some situations.
Board offi cials noted the Fellsmere site 

offers excellent land conditions including 
good drainage and excellent habitat for ele-
phants; close proximity to some of the most 
experienced elephant veterinarians in the 
country; and easy access in a central loca-
tion. The Fellsmere area is home to fi shing, 
birding and outdoor recreation opportuni-
ties thanks to a joint agricultural and restora-
tion project.

“We’re thrilled to welcome The National 
Elephant Center to our community,” said 
Fellsmere Mayor Susan Adams. “Our resi-
dents have long admired the natural beauty 
here, and we know the elephants will too. 
The Center will be an excellent community 
partner for our city and our residents.”

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County Commissioners 
will soon be asked to approve three new 
specialty contractor licenses for the county 
and clarify wording on two existing license 
specifi cations.

At their meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 6, the 
Okeechobee County Construction Industry 
Licensing Board voted to recommend to 
the commissioners the establishment of a 

license for “Residential Window, Door and 
Siding Contractor.” This contractor would 
be qualifi ed to install, repair, replace or alter 
windows, doors and associated hardware 
and repair or replace all types of siding, sof-
fi t and fascia. This contractor would not be 
able to install impact glass unless state law is 
revised to allow for that. Currently a different 
type of license is required to install impact 
glass.

The board also recommended that the 

commissioners approve a license for “Pav-
ing Brick/Paver Brick System Contractor.” 
This contractor would be qualifi ed to pre-
pare the base, provide for proper drainage, 
to select, cut and lay paver brick /paver brick 
systems. This contractor would not be al-
lowed to place or fi nish concrete except that 
which is required for the placing of the paver 
brick/paver brick systems.

At their last meeting the board voted to 
recommend approval of licensing for “As-

phalt Sealing and Coating Contractor.” This 

contractor would be qualifi ed to coat an ex-

isting asphaltic paving material as a sealer, 

which may be applied by squeegee, broom 

or mechanical applicator. The board also 

recommended changing in wording for pav-

ing and painting contractor specifi cations.

These proposed changes could be on the 

agenda for the Sept. 27 commission meet-

ing.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.
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THEATRE III:“FINAL DESTINATION 5” 
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE I:“THE HELP”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. 2:00,

4:30 & 7:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE II: “RISE OF THE PLANET
OF THE APES”

Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

September 9September 9 THTH --
September 15September 15 THTH

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

PG-13

PG-13

Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
• Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • MMatinees - $4.50

R
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New specialty contractor licenses considered

National Elephant Center to open in Fellsmere

Upcoming local Blood Drives - Give blood - Save lives!
Okeechobee Blood Drives in September are planned for
• Saturday, Sept. 10 - TD Bank, 10 a.m.- 3 p.m.; 
• Sunday, Sept. 11 - Golden Corral, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Thursday, Sept. 15 - Okeechobee High School; 
• Friday, Sept. 16 - Health Dept., 11 a.m-5 p.m.; 
• Friday, Sept. 16 - Seacoast, South, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
• Saturday, Sept. 24 - Wal-Mart 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
• Thursday, Sept. 29 - Okeechobee Correctional Institute, 12-6 p.m. This drive serves 

all those in the north county.



Boat ramp
• I was at the Henry Creek boat ramp 

yesterday and they did fi x the boat ramp but 
now they have big rocks piled up on each 
side of the ramp and there’s no place to 
beach your boat. Someone was taking their 
bass boat out and he had to pull it into the 
cat tails then climb up the rocks to get to his 
truck. Someone is going to get hurt really 
bad doing that especially when the people 
from the north come down in a few months. 
The rocks are also a nice place for snakes 
to hide.

• I liked the new ramp! Plus it has more 
room for parking and less margin for error 
on getting stuck because you may not be 
in the right lane trying to get your boat out 
when it was wide open. I guess nothing’s 
perfect but in my opinion this is a real im-
provement to what it was. I had no problem 
getting my boat in and out and I think the 
rocks will really cut down on erosion when 
it rains again.

Labor Day
• I really enjoyed the parade and festival 

on Labor Day. And congratulations to the 
B.R.A.T. Club for organizing the parade so 
well and thank you for not putting horses in 
front of the band. What a disaster that was 
last year! I saw on television they covered 
our Labor Day activities and actually said 
nice things about Okeechobee. That has to 
be a fi rst. They said, “In Okeechobee, they 
know how to have fun.” Usually the TV peo-
ple don’t mention Okeechobee unless it is 
something negative.

• Great parade. Great coverage in the 
paper. And great photos on the web site. 
Thank you. Editor’s note: Labor Day parade 
photos and a video from the park are on the 
Okeechobee News Facebook page.

FCAT Tests
• Could it be that many liberals don’t 

want our children to know about what was 
sacrifi ced for their freedoms and liberties, 

and what those liberties are? Many patriots 
of the USA gave their all and many suffered 
the bitterness of criticism, poverty, loss of 
limbs and the pain of battle for us and our fu-
ture generations to enjoy the “Pursuit of Life, 
Liberty and Property” (someone changed 
Property to Happiness, to be politically cor-
rect, even though the ownership of property 
would make most citizens happy). Now all 
that our administrators demand of our well 
educated and caring teachers is that they 
teach the FCAT TEST. Our high school teach-
ers are required to show how their classes 
will relate to, or improve FCAT scores, for-
get spending the allocated time to teach the 
subject. Teachers who don’t comply, and 
actually teach, face the consequences of a 
poor evaluation or threat of dismissal. 

• Did you know that one of the biggest 
culprits in our students’ lack of social stud-
ies comprehension is standardized testing? 
Social studies in Florida and in many other 
states was not tested for many years be-
cause of the emphasis placed on math, read-
ing and science. Students have actually gone 
through 13 years of schooling with only 2-3 
years of social studies exposure. Many were 
placed in remedial reading or math classes 
instead and others went to schools that ac-
tually cut social studies out of their curricu-
lum.

• FCAT is in no way, shape, or form a 
minimum basic skills test! It in no way re-
sembles those minimum basic skills tests 
of the past. It asks a great deal of high-level 
questions and necessitates that students 
think critically in order to do well. Don’t 
get me wrong, I am not saying whether it 
is good or bad. That would be my opinion 
which I am not sharing in this post. That the 
FCAT requires higher level thinking and that 
it is diffi cult are facts.

• All we had was SATs when I went to 
school, and we left school with a real educa-
tion.

• Isn’t it strange how back in my day, 
you went to school and you learned what 
the teacher taught or you failed class. The 
teacher made up the tests and graded them. 
Students behaved themselves in class or 
were punished. Classes were sometimes 
as many as 30 kids and the teacher had full 
control. Kids were respectful of teachers and 
most time other students, hardly ever had a 
fi ght in high school. We need to get back to 
those days and things like FCATs would not 
be necessary to fi nd out what a kid knew be-
cause if he received a passing grade he had 
the basics to move on and when a senior he 
could pass any college entrance exam.

Pet Rescue says 
thanks

Thank you to the great volun-
teers who gave up their holiday 
weekend to help the animals at 
the event. We would also like 
to thank our community sup-
port including: Okeechobee 
MainStreet, Walgreens, Mom’s 
Kitchen, Walmart, Home Depot, 
Hungry Howies, Golden Corral, 
Mid-Florida Hardware, Lucky 
Lanes, Hair Cuttery, Publix, Su-
sie’s Hallmark, Pueblo Viejo, 
Beall’s Outlet, Wal-Mart/Park 
Street Subway, Domino’s, Cow-
boy’s, Beef O’Brady’s, Arby’s, 
Townstar, Subway, The Lodge 
Restaurant, Victory Lane Barber 
Shop, Wal-Mart/Park Street Subway, McDon-
alds, Hwy. 70 East – Gave Free Food for Vol-
unteers working the event each day.

Thanks again to our wonderful team 

of volunteers who made it happen includ-
ing: Norman, Marion, Norma/Janet, Shirley,
Jane, Jennifer, Janet, Scott, Diane, Dick,
Gale, Judy, Daniel, Mary, Elaine, Jess, Rudy
and Megan.

Okeechobee Humane Society 
Pet/Rescue
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• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
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Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

Today: Scattered showers and thun-
derstorms, mainly after noon. Partly sunny,
with a high near 90. Calm wind becoming
southeast between 5 and 10 mph. Chance
of precipitation is 50%.

Tonight: Scattered showers and thun-
derstorms before 11pm. Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 71. Southeast wind around 5
mph becoming calm. Chance of precipita-
tion is 30%.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Isolated showers and thun-

derstorms. Mostly sunny, with a high near 93.
Calm wind becoming east southeast around
5 mph. Chance of precipitation is 20%.

Saturday Night: Isolated showers and
thunderstorms before 11pm. Partly cloudy,
with a low around 73. East southeast wind
around 5 mph. Chance of precipitation is
20%.

Sunday: Scattered showers and thun-
derstorms, mainly after 11am. Mostly sunny,
with a high near 92. East southeast wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 40%.

Okeechobee 
Forecast

Special to Okeechobee News/Pet Rescue

Dog needs help
Shelly is in need of a home or 2 month 
foster. She is heartworm positive in 
need of treatment. She cannot go 
through her treatment while she’s at 
the shelter, because the treatment 
requires she be kept quiet and as 
calm as possible. The shelter has 
a sponsor to pay for the treatment. 
This dog will die if not treated. Her 
adoption fee is $135 which includes 
heartworm treatment, vaccinations, 
spay. Please contact the shelter at 
863-357-1104.



9/11 anniversary honored

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County citizens are being 
asked to observe a “moment of remem-

brance” for 1 minute at 1 p.m. on Sept. 11. 
That was the thrust of a resolution adopted 
by the Okeechobee County Commission 
during their Thursday, Sept. 8, meeting. 
Citizens are asked to mark the moment in 
an appropriate manner, “including ringing 
bells, blowing whistles, or sounding sirens.” 

The resolution recalls the events of Sept. 11, 
2001 including hijacked fl ights crashing into 
the North and South Towers of the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon and the 
thwarted highjacking that resulted in anoth-
er aircraft crashing near Shanksville, Pa. The 
resolution went on to say that nearly 3,000 
innocent civilians were killed that day along 
with 343 fi remen and 70 policemen. 

The commission, in this resolution, “of-
fers its deepest and most sincere condolenc-
es to the families, friends, and loved ones of 
the innocent victims of Sept. 11, 2001 and 
honors the heroic service, actions and sac-
rifi ces of fi rst responders, law enforcement 
personnel, state and local offi cials, volun-
teers, and countless others who aided the 
innocent victims of those attacks.”

Some Okeechobee law enforcement 
and fi refi ghters plan to gather at the fl ag in 
front of the old Okeechobee Courthouse for 
the moment of remembrance. Community 
members are welcome to join them there.

It’s that time of year again for the commis-
sion to present a wish list to the Okeecho-
bee County Legislative Delegation. At their 
meeting commissioners discussed several 
projects they would like to see funded. The 
idea of a multi-use building at the fairground 
that could be used as a hurricane shelter 

was brought up. Commissioners also talked 
about redevelopment of Okee Tantie Camp-
ground and Marina. As for highway projects, 
commissioners were in favor of the widen-
ing of S.R. 70 and the extension of S.R. 710 
from S.R. 70 to U.S. 441. Commissioners 
also favored several issues that affect rural 
counties. They were in favor of fair repre-
sentation, job creation, small business as-
sistance, relief from unfunded mandates, a 
higher portion of taxes and compensation 
for property taken off the tax rolls. At their 
next meeting the commissioners will prob-
ably adopt a resolution incorporating these 
ideas. 

In other items, commissioners granted a 
request from the South Florida Water Man-
agement District Board of Governors to hold 
a meeting in the commission chambers 
June 14, 2012. In order to grant this request, 
commissioners moved their regular meeting 
from June 14 to June 7.

In keeping with the county’s policy of 
reusing old ambulance bodies, the com-
mission approved the purchase of a 2012 
International 4300 LP cab and chassis and 
agreed to remount an old ambulance body 
onto this chassis. The total cost approved for 
the chassis and the remounting is $125,112. 
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Matthew 25, which is headed up by Rev-
erend R.D. Witherow, offers programs for 
convicted offenders such as anger manage-
ment, boundaries, life skills and how to han-
dle their personal fi nances. In some cases, 
the ministry helps them get their high school 
diplomas.

According to Mrs. Bell and OCSO Detec-
tive M.D. Faulkner, Powers routinely received 
permission from his probation offi cer in 
Palm Beach County to travel to Okeechobee 
to see his doctor.

PBSO detectives followed Powers from 
Pahokee to Okeechobee Thursday and saw 
him visit his doctor. After that visit, they fol-
lowed him to a local fast food restaurant 
where he was seen leaving some time later 
with the boy in his arms.

Powers, who was convicted of two 
counts of lewd and lascivious assault on 
a child under 16 and two counts of sexual 
performance by a child in Manatee County, 
was sent to prison Feb. 26, 1991. He was 
then released Sept. 15, 2002. Mrs. Bell said 
the former racquetball teacher in Bradenton 
was then placed on 55 years probation.

One of the conditions of his probation 
was that he could have no contact with chil-
dren.

“We did confi rm that he was meet-
ing children in Okeechobee County, and 
had been for several years,” said Detective 
Faulkner. “He would contact their mother or 
father and ask them if they wanted to meet 
him for lunch.”

After allegedly meeting with the child and 
his family Thursday, Powers was followed 
back to Pahokee where he was then placed 
under arrest. He was booked into the Palm 
Beach County Jail in Belle Glade later that 
same day.

Mrs. Bell explained that Powers will likely 
be sent back to Manatee County, where he 
was originally arrested and placed on pro-
bation. He could also be returned to prison 
to serve out whatever time remains on his 
original sentence.

Mrs. Bell said his victims were both male 
and female, and were between the ages of 
11 and 15.

Detective Faulkner said he interviewed 
the local child’s family, who told him that 
they had been meeting with Powers for at 
least two years. The detective said it’s un-
known at this time if the child, or any other 
Okeechobee child, had been sexually mo-
lested by Powers.

When Powers was in Okeechobee he 
lived at 2587 S.E. 63rd Court where Matthew 
25 Ministries owned a home and a mobile 
home. While there he counseled and minis-
tered other sex offenders who had just been 
released from prison.

Matthew 25 also had a rented home at 
7272 N.W. 81st Court in Dixie Ranch Acres.

But not long after Okeechobee County ad-
opted an ordinance prohibiting two or more 
sexual offenders from living together in one 
house—unless married with children—Rev. 
Witherow moved his Okeechobee opera-
tion to Pahokee.

According to Mrs. Bell, there are currently 
88 registered offenders living in Okeecho-
bee County. She said fi ve of those are in the 
Okeechobee County Jail, while two of the 88 
are juveniles and another seven are listed as 
sexual predators. 

If Powers has had contact with you or any 
of your family members, Detective Faulkner 
asks that you contact him at 863-763-3117.

If you have any questions about sex of-
fenders or predators, contact Mrs. Bell at 
863-763-3117.

Detective Faulkner said this case is still 
under investigation locally.

POWERS
Continued From Page 1

County makes ‘wish list’ for legislative delegation

City council votes against 
change in law restricting 
Sunday alcohol sales

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

There will be no Sunday sales of mixed 
drinks and hard liquor in city restaurants. 
After a lot of soul searching, the Okeecho-
bee City Council, at their Tuesday, Sept. 6, 
meeting defeated a proposed ordinance 
that would allow such sales. As part of the 
budget hearing held in conjunction with 
the regular meeting the council voted to 
give city employees a 3 percent longevity 
increase.

Rev. Randy Huckabee, Pastor of First 
Baptist Church, spoke against the proposed 
ordinance. He compared the proposed or-
dinance to “stepping up to a precipice.” He 
said the bulk of restaurant customers on 
Sunday were church goers. He added that 
after 35 years as a counselor, he saw no 
good from alcohol. While the minister pre-
ferred that the city be completely alcohol 
free, he felt the present ordinance banning 
Sunday sales was a good compromise. 

Last month, when the matter fi rst came 
up, Councilman Dowling Watford was 
leaning toward approval even though it 
went against his personal convictions. 
He has since changed his mind. “I’ve re-
ally struggled with this one,” Mr. Watford 
said. He said that often there is a struggle 
between what is legal and what is moral. 
He said he had been contacted by many 
people and none of them were in favor of 
the ordinance.

Councilman Clayton Williams read into 
the record a letter he had received from a 
lady whose husband was killed by a drunk 
driver. “I’m against it,” said Councilman 
Williams. “I see no good in it. I hope the 
council will vote the high road and not the 
ditch.” 

While he said he respected dissenting 
beliefs, Councilman Devin Maxwell said 
the decision should be based on the best 
interest of the community as a whole. He 
said it was diffi cult to know public opin-
ion. He favored being consistent with the 
county ordinance that does allow Sunday 
alcohol sales in restaurants.

Mayor James Kirk also said he received 
a lot of calls and none were in favor of the 
proposed ordinance. “I’ve wrestled with 
this more than any ordinance that has 
come up.” The mayor said he had spent 
much “thought, meditation and prayer” on 
the issue. 

The vote to approve the proposed ordi-
nance was defeated by 2-3 vote with coun-
cilmen Mike O’Connor and Devin Maxwell 
voting in favor.

In a related matter the council took no 
action on a proposal to allow the sale of 
beer and wine in Flagler Park on special 
occasions. The mayor read into the record 
a letter from the Hamrick Trust, the owner 
of the park, that urged disapproval. 

“I’m opposed to any kind of alcohol in 
the park,” Mayor Kirk said. 

Councilman Maxwell held an opposing 
view. “I believe having community events 
in our park is fundamental,” he said. “I 
support fl exibility in the use of our park.” 

Turning to the budget, the council held 
the fi rst public hearing on the proposed 
budget and millage rate. They gave tenta-
tive approval to a millage rate of 7.7432. 
This millage rate, which takes into effect 
decreasing property values and new con-
struction is calculated to bring 2.03 percent 
less money into the city than last year’s 
millage rate. Therefore some city taxpayers 
might see a reduction in their tax bill. One 
mil equals $1 in property taxes for every 
$1,000 of assesses value. 

There was some discussion about lon-
gevity pay for city employees. The pro-
posed budget already contained a 1.5 per-
cent longevity increase. By a 3-2 vote the 
city council approved a 3 percent increase 
in longevity pay. Councilmen Watford and 
Williams were against the additional 1.5 
percent.

“I think it’s the right thing to do,” Coun-
cilman O’Connor said. “They deserve it.” 

Councilman Watford noted that in pri-
vate business, employees would not get 
any kind of increase. “We’ve all got to be 
better stewards of our money,” said Coun-
cilman Williams. 

With the additional 1.5 percent increase 
the total proposed budget is roughly 
$5,280,000. The proposed millage rate 
will generate $1,747,752. The difference 
between that amount and the budget to-
tal will be made up from other revenue 
sources such as permit fees, fi nes and 
forfeitures, and the city’s share of various 
state taxes plus about $400,000 will be 
transferred from reserves.  

A second public hearing before adop-
tion of the budget will be held on Sept. 20, 
at 6 p.m. in the council chambers. 

In other business, Councilman Watford 
gave an update regarding the Treasure 
Coast Regional League of Cities. He said 
that this year the organization gave $1,000 
to each of the four counties in the league 
for civic education. They also gave $40,000 
to New Horizons, a drug rehabilitation pro-
gram and $6,000 for Google advertising for 
the Florida’s Research Coast to promote 
new business in the area. 

The mayor recognized Okeechobee Po-
lice Chief Denny Davis for 25 years service 
to the city. 

City employees to get 3% hike
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing 
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Eva Mae Williams, 102
OKEECHOBEE — On Saturday, Sept. 3, 2011, 

Eva Mae Williams went home to be with her 
Lord. Just weeks shy of her 103 birthday, Eva 
Mae was the patri-
arch of the Williams 
family.

She was born on 
her family’s farm in 
Spring Valley, High-
lands County Florida 
on Sept. 19, 1908. A 
fourth generation-
born Floridian, she 
was from a true pio-
neer family with her 
great-great-grandfa-
ther mov-
ing to the Crewsville area in the early 
1800’s. Born to Rev. Walter and Penelope Mor-
gan Whidden, she and her family moved to 
Okeechobee in 1939 as the family had expand-
ed their 101 Ranch into the area. Her father 
Walter was the pastor of Okeechobee Church 
of God in 1930-31. Mrs. Williams became part of 
another pioneer family when she and Zibe King 
Williams were married on May 7, 1927. She and 
her husband were ranchers throughout their 
working lives.

Mrs. Williams was very active in Okeechobee’s 
early days through her church, the Eastern Star, 
the American Cancer Society and the local 
school system. She loved art and traveled the 
United States and Europe extensively taking art 
classes after her children were grown. In addi-
tion to her art she loved to fi sh and hunt, espe-
cially turkey hunting in the cabbage woods. She 
was always dragging some grandchild along for 
the hunt.

Mrs. Williams was honored in 1992 being 
named Ms. Diamond Jubilee as part of the 75th 
Anniversary of Okeechobee County. She and 
her husband raised a large family with many still 
in the area. Three generations of her descen-
dants have graduated from Okeechobee High 
School, with a fourth generation currently en-
rolled. 

Preceded in death by her parents and hus-
band, she was also preceded by an infant son, 
Paul; her son, W. H. Bill Williams; son-in-law, 
Alec Fulford; and great-grandson, Carson Wil-
liams. She is survived by her son, Haynes (Su-
san) Williams; daughters, Grace (Joel) Taylor, 
Wanda Sue (Larry) Wolford, Mary Helen Ful-
ford, and Betty (David) Hazellief; and daughter-
in-law, Paula Williams. In addition to her chil-
dren, she is survived by 17 grandchildren, 36 
great-grandchildren and 16 great-great-grand-
children.

Services for Mrs. Williams will begin with the 
family receiving friends today, Sept. 9, from 5 to 
7 p.m. at Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home. Fu-
neral services will be held on Saturday, Sept. 10, 
at 10 a.m. at the Okeechobee Church of God.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home.

Maurine ‘Granny’ Gunn, 98
THOMPSONVILLE, Ill. — Maurine “Granny” 

Gunn, 98, of Thompsonville, passed away at 12 
a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2011, at her residence. 

She was born Jan. 17, 1913, in West Frankfort 
to Henry Speers and 
Dollie (Clark) 
Speers. She married 
Paul Gunn and he 
preceded her in 
death.

Survivors include 
two grandsons, 
James L. Gunn Jr. of 
Thompsonville and 
Scott Gunn of Pem-
broke Pines, Fla.; 
three granddaugh-
ters, Vicki Lynn Blades and husband, Curt of 
Thompsonville, Tammy Sue Gunn Escue and 
husband, Barry of Homestead, Fl. and Kim 
Gunn of Atlanta, Ga.; great-grandchildren, Chad 
Blades, Heather Rickmond, Trevor Bechtold, 
Derrick Bechtold, Thomas Gunn and Jared 
Gunn; two great-great-grandchildren, Allie 
Blades and Zoey Rickmond; a special niece, 
Joyce Meisman.

She was preceded in death by her parents; 
husband, Paul Gunn; son, James L. Gunn Sr. 
and a sister Lorene Baldwin.

She was a member of the Second Baptist 
Church in West Frankfort and a former member 
of the Eastern Star.

Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. Friday, Sept. 
9, 2011, at the Parker - Reedy Funeral Home in 
West Frankfort with Bill Perry offi ciating. Burial 
will be in the East Fork Cemetery East of West 
Frankfort. Visitation will be after 9 a.m. Friday at 
the funeral home.

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Shriners Hospital For Children Burn Center or 
Hospice of Southern Illinois and will be accept-
ed at the funeral home.

For more information or to sign the guest reg-
ister visit www.parkerreedyfuneralhome.com.

Michael Joseph Gelatka Sr., 74
OKEECHOBEE — Michael Joseph Gelatka Sr., 

of Okeechobee, 74, died Sept. 8, 2011.
Born in Montville, N.J., he retired after 28 years 

with the Ft. Lauderdale Police Dept., his last 
years spent in Crime 
Scene Investigation 
and Hit & Run.

He is survived by 
his wife of 49 years, 
Pat; daughter, Lor-
raine (Mark); son, 
Michael Jr. (Angela); 
grandson, Alexander 
Joseph; sister, Rose-
marie Dankowski; 
and brother, Joseph 
Gelatka.

He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Jo-
seph and Sophie Gelatka; and a brother, Robert.

He loved his family, gardening and orchids.
There will be no services. A gathering of 

friends will be held at a later date.
Friends may sign the guest book at www.Bas-

sOkeechobeeFH.com
All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 

care of the Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home, 
205 NE 2nd Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972.

William Wayne Burton, 78
OKEECHOBEE — William Wayne Burton, 78, 

of Okeechobee, passed away Sept. 4, 2011, at 
the Hamrick Home.

He was born in McClure, Ill., Aug. 15, 1933, to 
Amos Earl Burton 
and Nora Frances 
Gore and moved to 
South Florida in 
1956. Okeechobee 
was always his 
home, with his roots 
going back to 1897 
when his grandpar-
ents settled in Bas-
singer. He relocated 
from Pompano to 
Okeechobee perma-
nently in 
1975. He was a 32 degree Mason and 
Potentate of Amara Temple in 1985. He was 
also a Kentuck Colonel. He attended school in 
Okeechobee for a short time. He was a land de-
veloper and entrepreneur, owning many busi-
nesses during his lifetime (OKTire, Burton’s 
Electric Motors, J & D Construction Old River 
Run RV Park all in Okeechobee). He never 
sought notoriety for the many charitable en-
deavors he and his family engaged in. He loved 
to hunt, fi sh, and spend time with his family.

Mr. Burton was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Amos Earl and Nora Frances Burton; and 
his sister, Oma Earlene Burton.

He is survived by his wife, Patsy Burton; his 
sons, John and Dan Burton; granddaughters, 
Amanda Burton Williams (Matt) and Rebecca 
Lane Burton (Travis); step grandson, Zachary 
Williams; cousin, Mike Burton, Karen and Katie; 
and many extended relatives.

Visitation will be 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 10, 
2011, until services at 3 p.m. at Bass Okeecho-
bee Funeral Home with Rev. Raymond Oxford 
offi ciating. Interment will take place at a later 
date at Evergreen Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Hospice of Okee-
chobee, PO Box 1548, Okeechobee, FL 34973.

Friends may sign the guest book at www.Bas-
sOkeechobeeFH.com

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of the Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home, 
205 NE 2nd Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972

Obituaries
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View obituaries from
the past month at 

http://www.legacy.com

Shared Services to hold Exec. 
Roundtable meeting

The Executive Roundtable of the Shared 
Services Network of Okeechobee County 
will conduct its bi-monthly meeting at 1:30 
p.m. on Friday, Sept. 9, in the board room 
of the Okeechobee County School Board Of-
fi ce. This forum provides a mechanism for 
dialogue and problem solving in our com-
munity through the collaborative efforts of 
our local decision makers. The public is in-
vited to attend. For more information, please 
call Sharon Vinson 863-462-5000, Ext. 257.

Fundraiser planned to 
help local dying man 

Flower Petals is sponsoring a benefi t 
for a local man with stage 4 bone cancer. 
His name is Jim Dwyer, formerly of JD Dog 
Training. Jim has lived in Okeechobee for 
over 16 years and is an Air Force Veteran. 
He is unable to work as his cancer is very 
aggressive. Our fundraiser consists of the 
antique pictures of children. The photogra-
pher will bring clothing (up to a child’s size 
16) and all the props. The Hampton Inn has 
generously donated a meeting room for 
the location and it will be held Sept. 9-10. 
Coupons for sittings must be purchased in 
advance. The cost is $10 per family and in-
cludes a FREE 10X13 photo. Other photos 
will be available for purchase. Anyone wish-
ing to do so can earn free picture packages, 
helping themselves and a very good cause. 
For more information please contact Lisa or 
Pat at one of the following numbers: 863-
763-5051, 863-634-6985, or 863-634-7994.

Church hosting free movie
Grace Brethren Church, 701 S. Parrott 

Ave., will have a free family movie night 
Friday, Sept. 9, at 7 p.m. The movie “Soul 
Surfer” is the inspiring story of teen surfer 
Bethany Hamilton  who lost her arm in a 
shark attack and courageously overcame all 
odds to become a champion again, inspir-
ing millions worldwide through the love of 
her family, her sheer determination and un-
swerving faith. The fi lm features an all star 
cast, including Anna Sophia Cobb, Helen 
Hunt, Carrie Underwood in her fi lm debut 
and Dennis Quaid. 

Church to deliver lunches
Believers Fellowship Church Ladies Min-

istry Group will deliver sub sandwiches to 
local businesses on Friday, Sept. 9, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. If your business would like to 
have lunch delivered, please call 762-2938 or 
634-4327.

Shared Services Network to meet
The Executive Roundtable of the Shared 

Services Network of Okeechobee County 
will conduct its bi-monthly meeting at 1:30 
on Friday, Sept. 9, in the board room of the 
Okeechobee County School Board offi ce. 
This forum provides a mechanism for dia-
logue and problem solving in our commu-
nity through the collaborative efforts of our 
local decision makers. The public is invited 
to attend. For more information, please call 
Sharon Vinson (863) 462-5000, Ext. 257.

Community Events
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$3,500 DUE 
AT SIGNING 

LEASE FOR 

/mo.*

2011 EXPLORER XLT 

$379
6CYL.,
LEATHER
LOADED
#11756

**

2007 PONTIAC G6 GT
Convert., 8K Miles! #12069A

$16,950ONLY

$2,500 DUE 
AT SIGNING 

LEASE FOR 

/mo.*

2008 SCION XD
31K Miles! #12048A

$12,950

2011 FORD ESCAPE XLS

$209

ONLY

2007 HUMMER 4X4
61K Mi! #P4055A

$19,950ONLY

2010 TOYOTA MATRIX MT
38K Miles! #P4116

$16,950ONLY

2010 GRAND CHEROKEE
PWD, 32K Miles! #P4096

$19,950ONLY

2010 FORD FOCUS SES 
33K Miles! #P4163

$16,950ONLY

2006 CAMRY SOLARA SLE
Convert. 62K Miles! #P4119A

$17,950ONLY

2009 DODGE RAM 1500
RWD, 31K Miles! #11374B

$25,500ONLY

2007 FORD MUSTANG GT
Auto, 53K Miles! #P4145

$20,950ONLY

2010 FORD EDGE SEL
FWD, 32K Miles! #P4038

$22,950ONLY

2005 SILVERADO SS
AWD, 6K Miles! #P4132

$23,980ONLY

2010 TOYOTA TACOMA
2WD, 46K Miles! #11715A

$24,950ONLY

2009 CHEVY SILVERADO
4x4, 80K Miles! #11940A

$34,950ONLY

2010 EXPEDITION XLT
2WD, 23K Miles! #P3972

$27,950ONLY

2010 FORD F-150 4X4
11K Miles! #P4146

$29,750ONLY

2007 4RUNNER SRS
2wd, 54K Miles! #11731A1

$19,950ONLY

2011 FORD F-150

REG.CAB, AUTO, V/6, STX PKG, #11678

$19,935 $3,100 DUE 
AT SIGNING LEASE FOR 
/mo.*

FULL PWR, NICELY EQUIPPED. #11922

2011 FORD EDGE SE
$251

$2,500 DUE 
AT SIGNING 

LEASE FOR 

/mo.*
4 CYL.,
AUTO
#12167

2011 FOCUS SE SEDAN

$209 $2,500 DUE 
AT SIGNING 

LEASE FOR 

/mo.*

2012 FORD FUSION SE 

$195
4 CYL.,
AUTO
#12078

4 CYL., AUTO, 
NICELY
EQUIPPED! 
#11901

SOME VEHICLE PHOTOS ARE APPROXIMATE LIKENESS TO THE IN STOCK INVENTORY. ALL VEHICLES ADVERTISED ARE SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. VEHICLES PRICED AFTER ALL FACTORY REBATES PLUS TAX, TAG AND $289 DEALER FEE.  SOME FACTORY REBATES MAY REQUIRE FORD MOTOR
CREDIT FINANCING WAC. *10,500 MILES/YR. 24 MONTHS PAYMENT AND TAX. * FOR THE NEW FOCUS, FUSION, ESCAPE, EXPLORER AND EDGE, SOME LEASE PAYMENTS MAY INCLUDE RCL RENEWAL OR TRADE ASSIST. **F-150 PRICE INCLUDES FMCC REBATE AND TRADE ASSIST REBATE.

LOW PRICES ON QUALITY
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!

UNBELIEVABLE
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A man wanted on violent felony warrants 
out of Orange County has been captured 
without incident in the Four Seasons area of 
Okeechobee County.

Timothy James Henderson, 37, was 
taken into custody Tuesday, Sept. 6, around 
11:30 p.m.

After receiving information on Hender-
son’s whereabouts from a local citizen, 

members of the Okeechobee County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) Street Crimes Unit and 
detectives from the OCSO Criminal Inves-
tigations Division caught Henderson as he 
was leaving some woods in the 200 block of 
S.E. 66th Drive.

Henderson is wanted in Orange County 
on felony charges of aggravated battery with 
a deadly weapon, carjacking with a deadly 
weapon and false imprisonment. An arrest 
warrant charging him with violation of pro-

bation - aggravated battery 
has also been issued by au-
thorities in Orange County.

“We have been looking 
for this man, and hearing 
that he was in our county, 
for about two months. 
Once again, a citizen has 
gotten involved and given 
us information that led di-
rectly to his arrest,” said 
Sheriff Paul May. “My offi cers and I appreci-
ate the citizens of this county. My offi cers did 
a good job with this tip, and were able to 

apprehend a dangerous and wanted crimi-

nal.”

According to OCSO Public Information 

Offi cer Michele Bell, Henderson has been 

living in those woods and would come out 

at night to get food and water. She also said 

he was “eaten up” with mosquito bites at 

the time of his arrest.

Henderson is being held without bond in 

the Okeechobee County Jail. He will remain 

there until Orange County authorities come 

to pick him up.

Orange County fugitive arrested in Okeechobee
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The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee City 
Police Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission (FWC) or the 
Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Dustin Lorenz, 19, N.W. Center Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 2 by Deputy 
DeMarcus Dixon on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with violation of pro-
bation - driving under the infl uence. He was 
released on his own recognizance.

• Josephine Martinez, 43, N.W. Third St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 2 by Deputy 
Tammy Serafi ni on a charge of driving under 
the infl uence. Her bond was set at $250.

• Robert Carson Parker Jr., 43, N.W. 27th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 2 by 
Deputy Matthew Hurst on a Palm Beach 
County warrant charging him with violation 
of probation - possession of methamphet-
amine. He is being held without bond.

• Cory Blake Pethybridge, 22, S.W. 10th 
Lane, Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 2 by 
Deputy Corporal Chris Hans on an Okeecho-
bee County warrant charging him with vio-
lation of probation - resisting a law enforce-
ment offi cer without violence. He is being 
held without bond on that charge. Pethy-
bridge was later arrested by Deputy DeMar-
cus Dixon on a Glades County warrant charg-
ing him with violation of probation - grand 
theft and violation of probation - criminal 
mischief. He is being held without bond on 
those charges.

• Joshua Paul Donaldson, 27, 43rd Ave., 
Vero Beach, was arrested Sept. 3 by Offi cer 
Ryan Holroyd on a charge of violation of 
probation - lewd and lascivious battery on 
a victim 12-15 years of age. He is being held 
without bond.

• Jeremy Wade Selvey, 30, N.W. 141st St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 3 by Deputy 
DeMarcus Dixon on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with violation of pro-
bation - possession of cocaine, violation of 
probation - possession of drug paraphernalia 
and violation of probation - driving while li-
cense suspended/revoked. He is being held 
without bond.

• Thomas Alan Pulliam, 63, S.E. 34th Lane, 
Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 4 by Offi cer 
Belen Reyna on a charge of driving under the 
infl uence. His bond was set at $500.

• Noreen Marie Carnley, 41, S.E. 34th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 4 by Offi cer 
Bryan Enderle on a charge of grand theft. Her 
bond was set at $5,000.

• Ranferi Hernandez-Calvillo, 26, N.E. 
32nd Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 
6 by Deputy Corporal Aric Majere on an 
Okeechobee County warrant charging him 
with driving under the infl uence. His bond 
was set at $500.

• Halston Dior Patterson, 30, N.E. Fourth 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 6 by the 
Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force on a charge 
of possession of a controlled substance (sub-
oxone). His bond was set at $5,000.

This column lists arrests and not convic-
tions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone listed 
here who is later found innocent or has had 
the charges against them dropped is wel-
come to inform this newspaper. The informa-
tion will be confi rmed and printed.

Editor’s Note: On July 20 Rodney Mc-
Clure, 25, was arrested on a felony charge of 
aggravated battery on a pregnant person. Ac-
cording to Assistant State Attorney Stephanie 
Tew she fi led paperwork on Aug. 11 stating 
that she would not fi le charges against Mr. 
McClure, and the case against him has been 
dropped.

Okeechobee Arrest Report

Timothy J.
Henderson



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

PENTECOSTAL

You are welcome to come visit and 
enjoy the traditional worship and music.

Come and share in the word of God

Trinity Free Will Baptist ChurchSunday School   10:00 am   
Sunday Worship  11:00 am

Sunday Bible Study  6:00 pm   
Wednesday Bible Study  6:00 pm

Pastor :  Thomas Dees

1840 N.E. 39th Blvd (Cemetery Rd)
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 
Telephone: 863-763-4962

1167 Linda Rd. BHR

863-357-6500 

www.bhrchristianchurch.org

Sunday Worship 

10:30am
~ ~ ~

Wednesday Bible Study 

6:30pm

~ ~ ~
Sunday Evening Service

6:00pm

Add your church

to our 

listings today! 

Contact us at 

863-763-3134 

or email: 

okeeadsales@newszap.com

GGrace Brethren Church
Free Family Movie Night 

Friday, Sept. 9
th

• 7 p.m.

at Grace Brethren Church 

An inspiring true story
of teen surfer Bethany
Hamilton, who lost her
arm in a shark attack
& courageously
overcame all odds to
become a champion
again...

701 S. Parrott Ave.
863-763-7800

GRACE BRETHREN

CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR
“Come worship with us.”

Sunday 
8 & 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

9:30 Christian Education
12:30 Holy Eucharist in Spanish 

Wednesday 
6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist Service 

200 NW 3rd Street
863-763-4843 

Visit our website at www.okeecoos.com

Traditional Worship 

at 8:30am 

Sunday School at 10am

Comtemporary Worship

at 10:45am

Evening Worship 6pm

Sunday

Mid Week Worship at 7pm

Wednesday

Children and Youth Classes are Available on
Sunday Morning and Wednesdays

301 NE 4th Ave. • (863) 763-4127
2 Blocks Behind the McDonalds on SR 70E
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A man was arrested on felony drug 
charges after he was stopped on S.R. 710 
because a passenger in the 
car he was driving was not 
wearing a seat belt.

Scott Michael Gabor, 
42, S.E. 59th Drive, was ar-
rested Wednesday, Sept. 7, 
on felony charges of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance (oxycodone) and 
introduction of contraband 
into a detention facility. He 
was also arrested on a mis-
demeanor charge of pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

Gabor is being held in the Okeechobee 
County Jail under a bond of $10,500.

An arrest report by Deputy Brian Cross, 
of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 

(OCSO), stated that he stopped the black 
1995 Jeep Cherokee driven by Gabor in the 
4000 block of S.R. 710.

Deputy Cross said he asked for, and re-
ceived, permission to search the sports util-
ity vehicle. During his search he allegedly 
found one, 30 mg oxycodone pill wrapped 
up in a $1 bill.

Gabor was then taken to the county jail 
and a glass pipe with wire mesh was found 
in his boot during a search of his person, 
added the deputy’s report.

According to Deputy Cross, wire mesh is 
commonly used when smoking crack co-
caine.

The deputy’s report went on to state that 
a residue inside the pipe was fi eld tested and 
that test indicated a positive result for the 
presence of cocaine.

Deputy Cross went on to state that he is-
sued the passenger with Gabor a warning 
citation for not wearing his seat belt.

No seat belt leads to felony drug arrest

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee 18 year old had gone to 
visit his girlfriend in Tampa and was driv-
ing back home when he stopped to fuel up 
and get a drink at a Bartow Circle K Sunday 
morning.

Polk County Sheriff Deputies said the 
young man became the victim of a crime.

Robbery detectives said the victim was 
followed into and out of the store by an 
unknown black male who asked him ques-
tions, claimed he had a gun, and demanded 
he be driven to an undisclosed location.

A press release from the Sheriffs Offi ce 
said the suspect put a gun covered with a 
white towel to the victim’s back and rode 
as the passenger in the victim’s vehicle to 
Avenue V in Winter Haven. The victim was 
robbed of his cash and cell phone and the 
suspect fl ed on foot.

The suspect was described as between 
5’9” and 5’11” tall, no facial hair, with 
crooked teeth and a medium to large build.

The Heartland Crime Stoppers offered a 
reward for the arrest and conviction of this 
suspect.

Okeechobee teen kidnapped & robbed

Scott Michael
Gabor

An unknown black male followed the 
teen out of the store and demanded to 
be taken to an unknown location

Pregnancy Center offers free services
Free Pregnancy tests are available at the Pregnancy Center of Okeechobee. Offi ce 

located at 500 NW 6th Street and you may call the offi ce at 863-467-8748. Free Parent-

ing Classes available for mothers (and fathers) to be or those already with babies on 

Tuesday nights at 6 p.m. Call the offi ce at 863-467-8748. Come fi nd out about the Baby 

Boutique!

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The State Fire Marshall worked over 
the Labor Day weekend to determine 
the cause of a fi re on Sept. 2, that ripped 
through a double-wide trailer at 3748 N.W. 
2nd Street, Okeechobee County Fire Res-
cue reported.

Lt. Ron Suit said $40,000 in property 
damage was done to the property and 
$15,000 to family belongings and valuables 
inside the home. The fi rst alarm came in 
at 1:40 a.m.

The fi re report said fi ve units and nine 

fi remen spent close to four hours at the 
scene of the blaze at the Linda Carnley 
residence. Okeechobee City Firemen pro-
vided mutual aid and approximately 2,000 
gallons of water was used.

Lt. Suit said the mobile home was en-
gulfed when fi remen arrived, “The double-
wide was about 50-percent involved when 
we arrived. The fi re crews attacked the fi re 
in the living room and adjoining rooms and 
nobody was home.”

The Okeechobee Offi ce of the American 
Red Cross assisted fi remen and the family 
at the scene, the report added.

Dewberry Gardens fi re guts trailer home



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee High School cross 
country team might be at a crossroads in the 
program’s history. While the Brahman boys 
team has had steady success over the past 
few years, the girls squad has lagged behind. 
This year it appears the girls have fi nally got-
ten to the boys’ level and the boys will try 
and keep their winning tradition going.

Coach Julie Bohannon said the boys team 
has a few questions about depth as they lost 
two great seniors in Mauro Dominguez and 
Shawn Horvath. She hopes runners like 
Phillip Suarez and Erick Garcia will help fi ll 
the void.

“I’m really excited to see what they can 
do. They are a young bunch and we have a 
lot of new runners,” she said.

The girls squad had three solid runners 
led by last years’ MVP Tabatha Henry. Coach 
Bohannon said the girls really train hard to-
gether and want to go on to region and state 
competition.

“This is probably the fi rst time we have 
an honest chance to go to region and states 
with these girls,” she added.

In the past the girls team has lagged be-
hind in numbers and interest but Bohannon 
said she has seen a change. Most of the run-
ners on the squad this year are freshmen 
and sophomores so the future appears to be 
bright.

The toughest 
opponent in dis-
tricts should be 
South Fork for the 
girl’s squad.

“The girls have 
potential now. I’m 
really excited to see 
what they can do 
in a year or two,” 
she said.

The boys will 
have to get by top 
teams like Martin 
County if they want 
to go on to regional 
and state competi-
tion. They have 
done it in the past 
and should once 
again be in the mix 
this year.

“Last year was 
hard as the team 
really wanted to go 
to state and didn’t 
make it. We have 
a strong tradition. 
We hope to pull through this year and get 
that done,” she said.

The cross country team opens their sea-
son with a meet on Friday night in Martin 
County.
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E
m

ory
Walker Co., Inc.(863) 763-6742

Serving the Lake Area Since 1966 

A/C and Heating 

at it’s Best! 

License # 

CAC014022

CAC042747

CAC057219

208 SW 5th Ave

Okeechobee, FL

34974
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OHS cross country season preview

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High 
School’s football team will 
face a tricky speed Wing-T 
offense presented courte-
sy of the Desoto Bulldogs 
from Arcadia tonight at 
Brahman stadium.

The Desoto offense is 
based on speed, traps, 
dive plays, reverses, and 
keeping a defense off bal-
ance and should provide 
a good test for the Brah-
mans young defense.

Justin Richardson 
will be the Bulldogs top 
ground threat. He rushed 
for 79 yards in a 9-7 loss to 
Sebring last Friday.

The Bulldogs also will use two signal 
callers in Kavarius Polk and Kari Williams.

Brahman Coach Myron Jackson said 
he was very impressed with the Bulldogs 
speed and has emphasized the need for his 
defense to contain the Bulldogs and pre-
vent big plays.

“We must be disciplined and not allow 
cut back lanes. I don’t think we can com-
pete with their speed and we won’t catch 
them from behind,” he noted.

Cedrick Jackson will provide a test for 
the Brahman offensive line. The senior de-
fensive end had 12 tackles, seven of them 
unassisted, and a QB sack against Sebring. 
The Bulldogs also feature solid and hard 
hitting linebackers.

Jackson said if his players continue to 
take care of their own assignments and 

play as fast as they can, the 
Brahmans should be okay 
in this game.

“We want to keep them 
in long yardage situations 
and stop both their short 
passing game and running 
game,” Jackson added.

The Brahmans will try 
to build on the 145 yards 
in rushing they had against 
Gulliver Prep. They also 
have done a good job 
holding onto the football 
with only one turnover this 
year.

On the injury front, Alex 
Guido will return from a 

broken hand to play on the offensive line 
tonight. Jose Santibanez remains on in-
jured reserve with a broken ankle. 

Coach Jackson also praised his young 
wide receiver Eddie Neal who caught 
two passes in the fourth quarter against 
Sebring. Zachary Wingfi eld was limited by 
a shoulder injury last week.

“E.J. is too good an athlete to leave 
on the sidelines. We need to fi nd a place 
where he can contribute for us,” Jackson 
said.

The kickoff is scheduled for 7 p.m. at 
Brahman stadium. The Brahman JV game 
scheduled for Tuesday night against St. Lu-
cie West Centennial was postponed.

Brahmans face Desoto Bulldogs

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
(top photo) The OHS girls cross country team has high hopes 
for the 2011 season. (bottom photo) Phillip Suarez far right, 
hopes to lead a young boys cross country team this year.

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

1120 S. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

467-7100
Gold Tee winners

Okeechobee Golf and Country Club 
Gold Tee Winners for last week were:

First place - J. Masters; second place 
tie - D. Burdashaw and V. Johnson; and, 
third place - H. Shelkie.



Kissimmee, Fla. — As part of President 
Obama’s America’s Great Outdoors Initia-
tive, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar, 
Sept. 7, formally proposed the establish-
ment of a new national wildlife refuge and 
conservation area in the Kissimmee River 
Valley, south of Orlando, Fla., to preserve 
one of the last remaining grassland and lon-
gleaf pine savanna landscapes in eastern 
North America.

Building on the conservation work of pri-
vate landowners, state and federal conserva-
tion agencies, conservation groups, and the 
public, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
proposal is a strong example of how con-
servation partners are working to preserve 
the area’s rich ranching heritage and way of 
life, while protecting the headwaters of the 
Everglades in the Kissimmee River Basin and 
connecting valuable habitats benefi ting the 
area’s rich fi sh and wildlife resources.

“We established the America’s Great 
Outdoors initiative to help support the ef-
forts of local communities, private landown-
ers and other key stakeholders to protect 
working lands and signature landscapes like 
the northern Everglades,” Secretary Salazar 
said. “This initiative honors the stewardship 

of generations of Florida cattle ranchers and 
other landowners who understood that we 
all have a stake in preserving the health of 
our land, water, and wildlife. This proposal, 
which will continue to be shaped by the lo-
cal communities and landowners, will help 
protect both the ranching traditions in the 
area and the wildlife that call this area home. 
The establishment of this refuge promotes 
one of our key Everglades restoration goals, 
which is to restore habitat and protect spe-
cies.”

Two-thirds of the proposed Everglades 
Headwaters National Wildlife Refuge and 
Conservation Area, or up to 100,000 acres, 
would be protected through conservation 
easements purchased from willing sellers. 
Private landowners would retain ownership 
of their land, as well as the right to work the 
land to raise cattle or crops. The easements 
would ensure the land could not be devel-
oped.

The Service would also purchase up to 
50,000 acres outright from willing sellers to 
create the proposed national wildlife refuge 
where visitors could hunt, fi sh and view 
wildlife. The Service has identifi ed six areas 
where these refuge lands could potentially 

be purchased. In some cases, the refuge ac-
quisitions would augment existing conser-
vation lands, such as state parks and wildlife 
management areas.

Today’s announcement builds on sev-
eral other key conservation priorities cham-
pioned by Secretary Salazar as part of the 
America’s Great Outdoor initiative, and de-
veloped with the input of private landown-
ers, conservation stakeholders, and state, 
local and tribal elected offi cials, including:

• The proposed Dakota Grassland Con-
servation Area, which will conserve prairie 
landscapes, wildlife resources and working 
lands in the Prairie Pothole Region, an area 
that supports more than half of the nation’s 
migratory waterfowl;

• The successful community-based 
conservation initiatives taking place in the 
Crown of the Continent, a vast and intact 
landscape that includes portions of north-
western Montana as well as British Colum-
bia and Alberta; and

• The 1-million-acre Flint Hills Legacy 
Conservation Area in Kansas – the fi rst new 
unit of the National Wildlife Refuge System 
established under the Obama administra-
tion.

A preliminary proposal for the project 
fi rst announced in January 2011. By the end 
of March, the Service had held four public 
meetings and received more than 38,000 
comments. The public input was used to 
refi ne the proposal.

Details of the proposal, including maps, 
are in a Draft Land Protection Plan and En-
vironmental Assessment that can be viewed 
at: http://www.fws.gov/southeast/ever-
gladesheadwaters.

During the six-week public review and 
comment period that ends Oct. 24, 2011, the 
Service will host two additional public meet-
ings to answer questions and gather com-
ments. The fi rst hour of each meeting will be 
in an informal open-house format, during 
which the Service and its partners will pres-
ent information and answer questions. Fol-
lowing that, the session will be in a formal 
public hearing format. Speakers will sign up 
to speak and will be given a specifi ed time 
limit in which to offer comments.

The public meetings are scheduled for:
• 1 – 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24, in the 

South Florida Community College Theatre 
for the Performing Arts, 600 W. College 
Drive, Avon Park.

• 1 – 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 1, Osceola 
Heritage Park, The Exhibition Building – Hall 
A, 1901 Chief Osceola Trail, Kissimmee.

Comments may also be submitted in 
writing to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Proposed Everglades Headwaters NWR and 
Conservation Area:

• By email to EvergladesHeadwatersPro-
posal@fws.gov;

• By mail to P.O. Box 2683, Titusville, FL 
32781-2683;

• By fax to 321-861-1276.
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Wildlife refuge and conservation area proposed

Okeechobee News/Diane Timmons

Tour of Sebring
Phyllis Shumate and Tom Timmons 
from Okeechobee, participated in 
the 29th Annual Tour of Sebring cy-
cling event held at the Kenilworth 
Lodge over the Labor Day weekend. 
Over 350 cyclists from around the 
state and several nearby states par-
ticipated in organized rides rang-
ing from 10 to 100 miles in length 
each of the three days. The event is 
sponsored by the Highlands Pedal-
ers Bicycle Club each year.
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FAMILY MEDICINE

Advertise in the 
Medical Directory
Call 763-3134 today!

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
Website: www.opticalgalleryeyecare.com

Optical Gallery
763-4334

763-3403357-4899
Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and
Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract

Microsurgery
Diabetic Eye Exams

Glaucoma Evaluation & Treatment
State of the Art Complete 

Optical Laboratory
Eyeglasses & Contact Lenses

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye

Physician & Surgeon

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

The 2010 – 2011 Medical Information Guide is available
online at http://specialsections.newszap.com

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on
our updated Newszap website

UROLOGY

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.
Specializing in:

Adult & Pediatric
Urology

Bladder & Kidney Infections
Impotence/Implants

No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.
Okeechobee 

(863) 763-0217

Board Certified In Urology

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

Visit 
us 

online 
at

www.newszap.com

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME

VARICOSE VEIN REMOVAL

S. Scott Tapper, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Board Certified General Vascular Surgeon

2169 S.E.
Ocean Blvd.

Stuart

Specializing in the Removal of
Varicose Veins

� Minimally Invasive In 

Office Procedure

� Performed more than 
1500 Endo Venous Laser 
Ablation procedures

� Insurance Accepted

Before After

symmetrylaservein.com

772-286-5501

Advertising in

the

Okeechobee
News

is a bright

idea!

Call 
763-3134

today!

RAULERSON
PRIMARY CARE
Jose Villarreal, D.O. 

Dr. Villarreal is

a Family

Medicine

Doctor who is

Board Certified

by the

American

Osteopathic

Board of

Family

Physicians.

New Primary Care
Physician

Accepting New Patients
& Walk-ins

Evening Hours Available 
Per Request 

202 NE 2nd Ave
Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-467-2159
www.raulersonprimarycare.com

Big Lake Cancer 
Center

1115 N Parrott Ave
O k e e c h o b e e

DO YOU NEED TO TALK? CALL

863.467.9500

Can Your Skin
Cancer be Cured

with 5 days of
Radiation? 

COME IN FOR

FREE INFORMATION

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK.COM/
RADIATIONDOCTOR

Ramesh Kumar MD, William Crook MD 
and Julie Santelli MD

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

We Love toWe Love to Care!Care!

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility
1646 U.S. Highway 441 North  

863-763-2226Five-Star Rated
�����

Family-Owned & Operated, OHCF has been 
Providing Rehab & Residential Care to Okeechobee

& the Surrounding Communities Since 1984
• Rehab, Physical, Occupational, 

Speech and Out-Patient Therapy
• Long-Term Nursing Care Available

7 Days a Week/24 Hours a Day
• Secure Dementia and Alzheimer’s  

Memory-Care Wing
• Delicious Dietitian-Planned Meals

Stimulating & Fun Daily Activities
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FAMILY MEDICINE

2202 NE 19TH Drive • Okeechobee • For appointments, call (863) 357-6030

Yasmin Akhtar, MD

• Comprehensive Medical & Preventive Care
• Routine Annual Physicals 
• Well Woman Exam
• Geriatric Care
• Management of:

- Hypertension
- Diabetes Mellitus
- Menopause
- Depression
- Arthritis

DDiplomate American Board of Family Medicine

Accepting New
Patients!

Most Insurance Accepted

GYNECOLOGIST

DERMATOLOGY

HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

Caring for Those You Care About

120 BEDS

MRI

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN MRI

115 NE
3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

HEALTH

Advertise in the 
Medical Directory
Call 763-3134 today!

The 2010 – 2011 Medical Information Guide is available
online at http://specialsections.newszap.com

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on
our updated Newszap website

www.newszap.com

James E.
Bradfield,
MD FACOG

Gynecology
Board 

Certified

•• Loss of Libido
• Endometriosis
• Urine Control
• Infertility
• Menstrual 
Abnormalities

• Sterilization
•• Laser Surgery
• Minimally 
Invasive Surgery

All Major Insurances Accepted

Email:  drbradfield@earthlink.net

863-763-8000
1713 Hwy 441 N, Suite F, 

Okeechobee
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee Walmart donated 10 
gift certifi cates of $100 a piece so Osceola 
Middle School teachers can purchase school 
supplies for their classrooms.

Store Co-Manager Erin O’Neal said as-
sociates at the store voted to assist Osceola 
this year with the national Teacher Rewards 
Program.

Walmart and Sam’s Club invested $4.5 
million in America’s Teachers as they pro-
vided 45,000 gift cards to help teachers with 
classroom expenses nation wide.

Mr. O’Neal said the average teacher 
spends $500 out of their own pockets for 
school supplies annually and another $300 
for food for their students.

“Our teachers care for their students. 
These teachers make sacrifi ces from school 

supplies to feeding a hungry student so they 
can concentrate,” he added, “The Teacher 
Rewards program is our way of saying 
thank you. I see many of these teachers on 
a regular basis in our store and we want to 
pay back what we can. We believe this will 
make an impact.”

Teachers can use the funds to purchase 
paper, folders, binders, clipboards, pens, 
pencils, crayons, markers and other sup-
plies.

Mr. O’Neal said he wished he had gift 
cards for every teacher because he appreci-
ates the work they do for the future leaders 
of Okeechobee.

Osceola Principal Sean Downing said he 
knows that teachers go above and beyond 
to help their kids and that their hard work is 
making a difference. He said he appreciated 
Walmart and all the local businesses that 
help his school.

“It is very nice to be recognized by our 
local organizations and companies. It mo-
tivates our teachers in so many ways,” he 
added.

Mr. Downing said School Administrators 
realize these tough economic times some-
times lead to kids without the proper sup-
plies. He said the schools realize the extent 
of the program.

“When kids are hungry they are not 
able to pay attention to what is going on in 
their class. Teachers do reach into their own 
pockets quite a bit,” he added.

Sixth grade math teacher Kimberly Col-

lins was one of the lucky teachers to receive 

a gift card. She said teachers spend at least 

$500 if not more on school supplies each 

year, “I’m very excited. I’m glad to know that 

Walmart recognizes what we do. So many 

of our kids are missing things and they do 

have needs so this will defi nitely help out.”

Each Walmart store can select one el-

ementary or middle school in their area to 

assist each year. In 2010, Walmart and its 

Foundation gave more than $89 million to 

fund educational, health and children’s pro-

grams to help students.

Walmart helps Osceola Middle School teachers
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Okeechobee County School Board
Annual Report 2011 School Year

Students Scoring at Level 1 and Level 2 on the Reading Portion of the 
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT)

Grade Total Number   Percent Number  Percent Number Percent
Number Scoring Scoring Scoring Scoring Scoring Scoring
Tested At Level at Level at Level At Level at at

1 1 2 2 Levels 1 Levels 1
and 2 and 2

3 529 106 20 85 16 191 36
4 513 108 21 92 18 200 39
5 491 113 23 98 20 211 43
6 499 100 20 115 23 215 43
7 497 89 18 99 20 188 38
8 526 121 23 158 30 279 53
9 481 139 29 159 33 298 62
10 413 173 42 112 27 285 69

Students Retained (not promoted) in Grades 3 through 10

Grade Number Retained End-of-Year Membership Percent Retained
3 38 533 7
4 4 522 0.7
5 4 499 0.8
6 4 503 0.7
7 7 507                        0.13
8 5 547 0.9
9 46 505 9
10 47 474 9.9

Number of Students Promoted for Good Cause

ELL 
Students 
with less 
than 2 

years in 
ESOL 

Students 
with 

Disabilities 
(SWD) not 
tested on 
FCAT per 

IEP 

Students 
passing on 
alternative 
assessment  

Students 
demonstrating 

proficiency 
through 
portfolio 

SWD 
retained 

once with 2+ 
years of 

remediation  

Students 
retained 

twice with 2 
+ years of 

remediation  

7 8 19 0 40 4 78

Total 
Promoted 
with cause

14 Okeechobee News September 9, 2011

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Teacher Delores Torres was one of 10 teachers who received Walmart gift cards 
for school supplies.  Also pictured are Wal-Mart Okeechobee Supercenter 
Co-Manager Erin O’Neal and Osceola Middle School Principal Sean Downing 
(left).

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Osceola Middle School offi cials are pleased with the support from Walmart. 
Front row are (left to right): Sean Downing, Amanda Baker, Sherry Wise, Kim-
berly Collins, Angie Achong, Delores Torres, Sony Smith and Erin O’Neal. Back 
row: Richard Boggs, Jane Stough, Linda McGlamory and Amorita Leonard.
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(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave.

5013-H: Okee Golf
Estates 3/2 con-
crete home on a
large lot. Paved
drive, double
garage, split bed-
room plan, and
large utility room.
MLS #204742

• COMMERCIAL LOT (.45) with road access on two 
sides HWY 98. MLS #204065

• FORECLOSURE Buildable Lots in Oaks at 
Okeechobee total of 5 sites. MAKE OFFER!

• VIKING 6 acres $20,000 (Owner Finance a possibility)
• FORECLOSURE Viking 1.25 acre $3,400 or better 

offer.  MLS #205025
• 2 BD/2BA Mobile Home $10,500 MLS #205236

5011-H:Four seasons,
on 1+ acres. 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, lots of
trees, garage, carport,
sheds, 2 utility rooms,
fenced. Kitchen has
been redone. MLS
#204677

4001-M: 3 Bedroom
2 Bath year 2000
DWMH in Buckhead
Ridge. Easy to
show. Call today to
see! $37,500 MLS
#205206

5015-H: Dixie Ranch
Est 3/2 concrete block
home at the end of the
cul-de-sac on 2 lots,
one fenced yard, con-
crete drive, back screen
porch. $84,000 NOW
$75,000 MLS #204757

5023-M: Lake Okee
access 2Bdr/2ba RV
in Ancient Oaks.
Gated RV Resort
Park, 55+ community.
Lots of activities and
amenities. $49,900
MLS #204975

3000-M: Treasure
Island 3 bedroom 2
bath DW MH. All dou-
ble pane windows
and sliding glass
door. Two carport, 2
sheds, screened rm,
back porch. $58,900
MLS #205163

FORECLOSURE

REDUCED

GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Full Service Coin Laundromat.
Established business for 13 years in
same location. Huebsch Machines in
excellent condition. Everything goes
including cash registers, folding tables,
scales, top loaders, dryers, 25-50lbs
machines. 1300 SF of space that is
leased for $1500 per month on a new
5 year lease. Located in the Treasure

Island section of Okeechobee close to Lake Okeechobee and surrounding
RV Parks and Mobile Home Parks. Approx. 5 Miles east of US 441 and SR
78 on 441 SE/Hwy. 98 S. 18% Rate of Return on Investment. 

$250,000. 
Call Brandon for more information. (772) 201-8722.

104 NW 7
th

Ave. 

Okeechobee

863-763-4010

or 

888-874-2945

ffxvÉÇw àÉ aÉÇx
Service
Integrity 

Experience

Lic. RE Broker

Auctioneer # AU2579.

BUYER BROKERAGE
CO. OF OKEECHOBEE

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com
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Kicking off the new Indian River State 
College Hallstrom Planetarium season is a 
free Star Party and Open House at the plan-
etarium on Saturday, Sept. 10, from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the IRSC Main Campus, 3209 Virginia 
Avenue, Fort Pierce. The event will feature 
a preview of the new season’s program, as 
well as guided tours of the night sky through 
telescopes (weather permitting), courtesy of 

the Treasure Coast Astronomical Society.
The planetarium’s Starlight Series 2011-

2012 begins in October with the galactic 
show, Autumn Skies: Pegasus and the Celes-
tial Sea. Audiences will enjoy a fascinating 
introduction to the constellations, stars and 
planets of the Fall nighttime sky, featuring 
the Great Square of Pegasus in the part of 
the sky known as the Celestial Sea. 

Autumn Skies: Pegasus and the Celes-
tial Sea will be presented on Oct. 14 & 15, 
Oct. 28 & 29, and Nov. 18 & 19. Planetarium 
show times are Friday evenings at 7 and 8 
p.m., and Saturday afternoons at 1 and 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $3 each and may be purchased 
at the IRSC Box Offi ce at the McAlpin Fine 
Arts Center or by calling 1-800-220-9915 with 
VISA, Discover, American Express, or Mas-
terCard or visit www.irsc.edu. Planetarium 
shows are recommended for adults and for 
children over the age of four. The Hallstrom 
planetarium’s temperature is maintained at 
72 degrees and visitors may want to bring a 
light jacket or sweater.

Hallstrom Planetarium plans open house

All emergency assistance 
personnel get in free

Its hard to believe that it has been 10 
years since our way of life as Americans was 
turned upside down in one of the darkest 
days in our history, Sept. 11, 2001. It was a 
day like any other day. Normal folks just like 
you and your neighbors going to work, tak-
ing the kids to school, fi remen, police, EMS, 
just normal everyday folks. In one split sec-
ond every person in our nation became one. 
As we stopped and watched or listened to 
the events of that September morning un-
fold, we saw these everyday people, the fi re-
men, police, and EMS personal go into the 
buildings and never come out. Why? They 
knew the danger. Why did they go in? Be-
cause that’s what they do, and they do it self-
lessly. They never thought twice. They knew 
that their friends, neighbors, and complete 

strangers needed them and they were there 
for them. As the days have now turned into 
years we will never forget. 

On Saturday night Sept. 10, the Hendry 
County Motorsports park will pay tribute to 
those who gave their lives selfl essly on Sept. 
11, 2001. All, fi re dept,, sheriff, police, mili-
tary, state troopers, FWC, any emergency 
services personnel will get in absolutely fee. 
There will be a special performance from 
American Rescue Party 343 Inc., and a spe-
cial 30 lap Street Stock 9/11 Tribute Race. 
Also racing will be Open Wheel Modifi eds, 
Mod Minis, Pure Stocks, Sportsman, Limited 
Lates, Mini Stocks, V-8 Bombers, Kids bike 
races, and The Ladies Powder Puffs. Front 
gate admission is only $5, kids 12 and under 
are also admitted free. Gates open at 4 p.m. 
Racing starts at 7 p.m. For more information 
go to our web site www.hendryracing.com.

Hendry Motorsports Park 
to host 9-11 tribute night

High School students are invited to ex-
plore the changes in how Christopher Co-
lumbus is perceived throughout history. The 
topic for the 2011 essay contest sponsored 
by the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR) is: “Christopher Columbus: In 
his own time, in history, and today.” He has 
gone from having a National Holiday to hav-
ing cities turn down the honor of receiving 
a large statue of him. Open to Grades 9-12. 
Length of essay, between 800 and 1200 
words.

Grades 5 – 8 are invited to pretend that 
they were alive during the War of 1812 and 

had a friend who has become famous in his-
tory because of standing up for America dur-
ing that exciting and dangerous time. The 
Title of the Essay: “Young America Takes A 
Stand: The War of 1812.” Length of essay, 
Grade 5 - 300-600 words; Grades 6-8 - 600-
1000 words.

Contest rules have been provided to 
Okeechobee schools. Private, parochial, 
and home schooled students are invited to 
participate. For copies of rules and further 
information contact, Susan H. George at 
863-763-0266. Deadline for submission Fri-
day, Dec. 15, 2011.

History essay contests announced



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Lost

Lost Boston Terrier
To the gentleman who 
called the Vets. offi ce 
on Friday Sept. 2nd 

Our phone# is 
863-610-4422 

Reward 
Please, Please Call

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Estate Sale

*AUCTION*
Saturday - September 10th 9:00 am
5855 SE 80th Trail(Pioneer Estates)

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Follow the Signs

Estate Sale - Lillian Billings
Antiques, Many Collectibles such as Dolls, Music 
Boxes, Bells, Stemware, Dishes, Baseball Caps, 

Pocket Knives, Holiday Christmas Villages, 
Holiday Decorations, 5 Ft. Talking Santa, 

Furniture, Appliances, Sewing Machine, Tools, 
30’ Aluminum Handicap Ramp, Scooter and Lift for 

Vehicle (used only once), and Much More!!
Auction Supporter - Abundant Blessings Assembly 

of God Men’s Group.
For Information-call Dawn Billings at 863-634-3200  

                             

Services

I am looking for Part-
time work caring for an 
elderly woman in her 
home. Please call and 
ask for Sandi Aberman, 
Phone - 863-610-3446

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

MANAGER Wanted for
pecan orchard in
Albany, Georgia.  

Farming experience
required preferably

orange grove.
SEND RESUME TO:
The Graham Farms,

P. O. Box 1108,
Moore Haven, FL  33471

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Estate Sale

Employment
Part Time

BECOME AN EGG 
DONOR

A loving couple seeks a 
caring woman to give 

the gift of life by 
becoming an egg donor.

Qualifactions: 
* Must be between the 

age of 20 to 
30 years old.

* Alcohol/Drug Free
* Non-Smoker

* Healthy weight
 You will receive up to 
$6000.00 compensa-
tion for travel  and 

time away from work.
Please call Sharon at 

(561)368-5220 for 
more information.

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING 
& HAULING

Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Guns/Supplies

Guns - Savage bolt ac-
tion 300 Rem Ultra 
Mag., 3 X 9 scope $400 

Savage deer Slayer 12 
Ga. bolt action, 1.5 X 
4.5 scope. $500  Both 
new condition and have 
soft cases.  Pictures on 
web ad.Winchester 120 
pump shotgun 12 ga. 
$ 2 0 0 / n e g . 
(863)824-0835 or 
(863)634-5023

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

2 BD/1BA Duplex in 
town & 2 BD/1BA in 
Kings Bay. No Pets! 

First, Last and Security. 
$550.00/mo. 

Call 863-634-2820

AFFORDABLE APART.
IN TOWN

2BR/1.5 Bath
1 Block north of Walmart

 Carpet/Tile All 
Appliances,W/D on 

each fl oor, 
Clean/Newly Painted 
Call 863-763-8878

    $600 mo.,$300 Sec.

Beautiful Samantha’s 
Garden Apartments 

2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  
Call (863)634-5780 or 

(863)467-9250

LG. CLEAN APT in town 
- 2/2, w/d, lawn maint 
included, $750 + $300 
sec.  (863) 634-3572

NEW DUPLEX - 3/2, in 
the city limits, Avail 
Immed.  $900/mo + 1st, 
& deposit. (863)465-0053

Apartments

Oak Lake Apartments, 
2BR, 1.5BA, 2 story, 
fenced patio, washer, 
dryer, very clean. $650 
fi rst, last, and $500 sec. 
(863)634-3312 or 
634-3313.

OKEE - Huge, Clean, 
2BR, 2BA inside laundry,  
$675/month. First & Sec. 
September’s rent free!   
Call 772-215-0098

OKEECHOBEE- ON RIM 
CANAL - 1 BR Cottage 
w/screen porch. Over-
looking rim canal. $150 
week. (772)359-1640

Commercial
Property

FOR SALE OR LEASE
1574 Sq. Ft. offi ce bldg.

@ 210 NE 3rd Ave.
Call 863-763-0295

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

CONDOS 2/1 & 2/2 fully 
furnished downstairs, 
w/ utilities $875. mo., 
seasonal rates 
available. Pool & dock.  
863-634-0663

KINGS BAY - 2br, 1ba, 
W/D, very clean, tile 
fl oors $575 + sec. 
(863)763-2414

Houses - Rent

2 Bed/1Bath Between 
Okeechobee and 

Indiantown on Tommy 
Clements Street. 5 
Acres w/pond and 

fenced $790 a month.
Call 772-260-3068

FT.DRUM RANCH, 1BR, 
on 4 acre lot, $600 mo. 
+ $600 dep. Call  
734-637-2697

Furnished 1/1 or 2/1 in 
Kings Bay with  garage, 
washer and dryer start-
ing at $650 per month, 
plus utilities call 
863-467-4371

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Houses - Rent

Large 2BR 
Home on water in 
Treasure Island.

$650/mo. + deposit 
(863)467-1308.

OKEE  2bd/1ba CBS 
House, large lot, 

freshly painted, new 
carpet, w/d, well water, 

Located by 15-B 
$675 mo. plus security.   

Call 786-201-0306

OKEE - 3/2, $598 mo. 
or 2/1, $459 mo. 
Beautiful ranch setting 
located 12 miles N.E. of  
town. Water, Lawn, 
pest,  and trash incl. 
Pasture avail. Recently 
remodeled. Move in 
special. Mon-Fri.  
863-467-9800. No Pets.

OKEE- 646 NE 28th 
Ave. 2br/2ba, 1 car gar-
age, lrg. scrd. patio, 
fam. room, & nice yard. 
$800 mo., plus 1 mo. 
sec. Call 954-868-8806.

OKEECHOBEE - Large 
4/2 home, $1000/mo  
small deposit required. 
(863)447-0566

Roommate

FEMALE BOARDER
Brand New Apts. 

Your own furnished 
Studio apt. Private 

entrance with Cable, 
A/C, HS Internet 

provided. $100/wk 
$200 to move in.

Call (863)801-8278

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

Owner Financing- 3 
bdrm 2 bath house on 1 
acre $3,500.00 down 
$931.42 a month. 
2bdrm/1bath house 
$2,500.00 down 
$731.83 a month. Call 
Beverley 863-634-2820

TREASURE ISLAND
LARGE 4BR, 2BA, CBS 
house on the water.   
$159,000 
TREASURE ISLAND
LARGE 3BR, 2BA Dblwide 
w/screened pool, many 
upgrades, on the water. 
$149,000 or will lease for 
$1200 mo. 
NW 5th STREET
LARGE 3BR, 1BA, CBS 
house, new ceramic tile 
through out. $99,000 or 
will lease for $800 mo. 
Call 863-634-9119

Real Estate Wanted

Wanted Land
Looking for 10 to 20 

acres in the 
Ft. Drum Area.

Please Call 
863-467-6377

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

2 Bed/1 Bath Mobile 
Home in Pine Ridge 
Park. $650.00 mo. 1st 
month and $500.00 Se-
curity to move in. No 
pets Call 863-634-9139

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD088

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2534   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  TREASURE ISLAND UNIT 1 LOT 19 

1-25-37-35-0020-00010-0190
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
CONSTANCE SHIRLEY AMIDON
LISA H SARCINELLO

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396878 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD076

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that GAIL SMITH the holder of the following 
certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be issued thereon.  The 
certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and 
the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  1257   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2007

Description of Property:  NEW OKEECHOBEE HEIGHTS SECTION A LOT 
26 BLOCK 17 

1-06-36-34-0010-00170-0260
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
FRANK T PILOTTE ESQ.
JERRY D PERRY

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 29th day of September, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Sandra L. Creech
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
395055 ON 8/19,26;9/2,9/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD075

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that PLYMOUTH PARK TAX SERVICES 
LLC the holder of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax 
deed to be issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as 
follows:

Certifi cate No:  3191   Year of Issuance: May-30-2008

Description of Property:  NORTHWEST ADDITION LOTS 4 5 16 17 & AL-
LEY LYING BETWEEN SAID LOTS BLOCK 9 

3-16-37-35-0160-00090-0040
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
LYONS AIR CONDITIONING INC
WINSTON LYONS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 29th day of September, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Sandra L. Creech
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
395057 ON 8/19,26;9/2,9/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
 

2011TD083

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No: 2500   Year of Issuance: June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONNERS GABLES REVISED LOT 5 LESS THE 
NORTH 60.00 FEET THEREOF & THE NORTH 63.00 FEET OF LOT 6 
BLOCK 6 

1-24-37-35-0010-00060-0060
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
D & B MANAGEMENT INC
DANIELLE BRADSHAW
GARFIELD BRADSHAW
PHYLLIS BRADSHAW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396873 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD085

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2503   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONNERS GABLES REVISED LOT 11 LESS THE 
NORTH 63.00 FEET THEREOF & THE NORTH 66.00 FEET OF LOT 10 
BLOCK 6 

1-24-37-35-0010-00060-0100
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
D & B MANAGEMENT INC
DANIELLE BRADSHAW
GARFIELD BRADSHAW
PHYLLIS BRADSHAW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396875 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2010 CA 236

SEACOAST NATIONAL BANK, SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO BIG LAKE
NATIONAL BANK, 
     Plaintiff,
vs.
AMY STEPHAN, et. al.,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated September 2, 2011, entered in Case No. 2010-CA-236 in the Circuit 
Court of the 19th Judicial Circuit in and for Okeechobee County, Florida 
wherein Seacoast National Bank is Plaintiff and Amy Stephan, Rick Stephan, 
Roxanne McElroy, The Unknown Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, Assignees, Lien-
ors, Creditors, Trustees, or any Unknown Claimant by, through, under, or 
against Georgene M. Potter a/k/a Georgene Marie Potter, deceased, are the 
Defendants, I will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash at the Jury As-
sembly Room, 2nd Floor, Okeechobee County Judicial Center, 312 NW 3rd 
Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 at 11:00 am on the  28th  day of  Sept., 
2011, the following described property in Okeechobee County, Florida:

   Lot 13, Seminole Cove Condominium, according to declaration of 
Condominium of Seminole Cove Condominium as recorded in O.R. 
Book 289, Page 1590, Public Records of Okeechobee County, 
Florida.

    Together with a portion of Lot 12, of said Seminole Cove Condo-
minium, being more particularly described as follows:

   Beginning at the Northwest corner of said Lot 13, thence South 
00 degrees 30’11” East along the West line of said Lot 13, a dis-
tance of 90.00 feet to the Southwest corner of said Lot 13, thence 
South 89 degrees 29’49” West along the South line of said Lot 12, 
a distance of 0.92 feet; thence North 00 degrees 04’50” East, a 
distance of 90.01 feet to the point of beginning.

    Also including (1) 1987 Homes of Merit Mobile Home
    ID #CF24023540A & CF24023540B
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other 
than the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must fi le a claim 
within 60 days after the sale.
   Dated this 6th day of September, 2011.
                                                        SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK
                                                        CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                                                        By: Linda F. Young
                                                        DEPUTY CLERK
397174 ON 9/9,16/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD089

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2915   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  COM AT THE 1/4 SEC COR OF THE W BDRY 
LINE OF SEC 17 THENCE S 89 DEG 24 MIN 08 SEC E, A DIST OF 180 
FT; THENCE N 00 DEG 04 MIN 22 SEC E, A DIST OF 662 FT; THENCE 
S 89 DEG 24 MIN 08 SEC E, A DIST OF 600 FT; THENCE N 00 DEG 04 
MIN 22 SEC E, A DIST OF 100 FT TO THE POB THENCE S 89 DEG 24 
MIN 08 SEC E, A DIST OF 200 FT; THENCE S 00 DEG 24 MIN 08 SEC 
W, A DIST OF 100 FT; THENCE N 89 DEG 24 MIN 08 SEC W, A DIST 
OF 200 FT TO THE POB.

1-17-37-36-0A00-00003-102D
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
CATHY PEERY
JAMES PEERY

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396880 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Okeechobee County Board of 
County Commissioners will host an 
Affordable Housing Advisory Com-
mittee Meeting on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13th, at 9:00 a.m. in the 
“Judge William L. Hendry 
Courtroom” at the Historic 
Courthouse, 304 N.W. 2nd 
Street, Okeechobee, Florida.

Any person deciding to appeal any 
decision made by the Board of 
County Commissioners with respect 
to any matter considered at this 
meeting will need a record of the 
proceedings, and that, for such 
purposes, he or she will need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of 
such proceedings is made, which 
record shall include the testimony 
and evidence upon which the ap-
peal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, persons with 
disabilities needing special accom-
modation to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact the County 
Administrator’s Offi ce not later than 
four (4) working days prior to the 
proceeding at 304 N.W. 2nd Street, 
Room 123 Okeechobee, Florida 
34972, or call 863.763.6441. If you 
are hearing or voice impaired, call 
TDD 1-800-222-3448 (voice) or 
1-888-447-5620 (TTY).

Margaret Garrard-Helton, Chair
Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County, Florida

Sharon Robertson, Clerk
Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County, Florida
397175 ON 9/9/2011

Public Notice Public Notice

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,

FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2011 CP 134
Division: PROBATE

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
 HUGH H. BRANCH, JR.,
     Deceased
 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

   The administration of the estate of 
HUGH H. BRANCH, JR., deceased, 
whose date of death was August 6, 
2011, is pending in the Circuit Court 
for Okeechobee County, Florida, Pro-
bate Division, the address of which is 
312 NW 3’ Street, Okeechobee, Flori-
da 34972. The names and addresses 
of the personal representative and 
the personal representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice is served 
must fi le their claims with this Court 
WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
   All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate, 
must fi le their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITH-
IN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORI-
DA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREV-
ER BARRED. NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 
ABOVE ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECE-
DENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
   The date of fi rst publication of this 
Notice is September 2, 2011.
 
Attorney for Personal Representative
ALBERT J. GAMOT, P.A.
2701 PGA Blvd., Suite C
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
Telephone: 561-832-5500
By: Albert J. Gamot Jr.
Florida Bar No. 123165

Personal Representative:
Hugh H. Branch Sr.

2801 Bacom Point Road
Pahokee, FL 33476

                    By: 
Hugh H. Branch Sr. 
396574 ON 9/2,9/2011

Mobile Home
Rent
BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 

Dbl. Wide 2 BR, 2 BA, 
C/Air. $500 mo. No 
pets. Yearly lease plus 
sec. (863)763-4031

Ft Drum - 1.5BR 1BA  
trailer for rent on 4 acres. 
$450/mo. + $450 dep. 
Call (734)637-2697.

Move in now for $700 
T.I 3/2, new carpet.  
No pets. Or BHR 4/2 
w/fenced yard & both 
w/ lawn service, $675 
mo. 863-634-0663

NEWLY REMODELED -  
Available Immediately 
2BR/2BA Double Wide 
Stove Frig. $650 mo. 
(863)634-8885

RIVER ACRES 
2BR/1.5BA, Single, on 

Kissimmee River, 
$600/mo. + sec. &

electric. Yearly lease. 
(863)634-8885

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

OKEECHOBEE- Lg.  3br/ 
2ba DW, w/14x40 addi-
tion, metal roof, FP, 
11x20 shop, on Canal. 
Covered dock & slip. 
Sprinklers, $75K O.B.O. 
772-321-1835 or 
772-664-6799.

Palm Harbor Homes
Cash for Clunkers

$5K for Your Used Mobile 
Home - Any Condition

 800-622-2832  ext. 210

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

2004 Sweetwater 
PONTOON - 20’ God-
f r e y - S w e e t w a t e r 
Pontoon with porta-
potty stall. Includes 
60HP Yahamaha mo-
tor and trailer. Excel-
lent Condition 
$ 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
(772)287-1540 or 
(772)475-4842

Motorcycles

2003 Harley-Davidson 
FAT BOY - 2003 Har-
ley-Davidson Fat Boy 
100th Anniversary 
FLSTFI black 12,800 
miles $5300 No time 
wasters! WAR-
DEN334@GMAIL.CO-
M $5,300.00 

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Public Notice

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

1999 LEXUS RX 300 - 
143,400 miles Mil-
lennium Silver Me-
tallic, SUV. Good 
Condition, Single 
owner, RX 300  
Leather Seats, Alu-
minum Wheels. 
V6/Automatic.  Exte-
rior Paint Looks 
Good,  No accidents. 
Radio/CD with disc 
changer Power front 
Seats. Sun-roof, 
Cruise, security, re-
mote entry (loaded)  
Air Conditioning| 
Anti-Lock Brakes. 
$8,400 /or best offer 
(863)824-2973 or 
(863)357-2156

Four Wheel Drive

1985 Suzuki Samurai
Needs motor rebuilt, has 

lift kit, mud tires, new 
clutch asking $1,000. 

Call 863-801-5359 if no 
answer leave message.

Parts/Repairs

Brand New still in box
Hitch Receiver and Ball 

Mount for a Dodge 
Caliber asking $150 
Call 863-634-5140

Public Notice

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Shop here first!
The classified ads
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Public Notice

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.



PUBLIC NOTICE
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTING

A CITY ORDINANCE

   PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 
Florida will on Tuesday, September 20, 2011 at 6:00 p.m., at City Hall, 55 SE 
3rd Ave., Okeechobee, FL conduct a FINAL PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING  to 
consider fi nal reading of the following Ordinance into law: Ord No. 1073: AN 
ORDINANCE LEVYING A MILLAGE RATE WHICH RATE IS SET ON 
ALL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY; PROVIDING THAT 7.7432 
PER THOUSAND DOLLAR VALUATION SHALL NOT BE LEVIED ON 
HOMESTEAD PROPERTY; THAT 7.7432 PER THOUSAND DOLLAR 
VALUATION SHALL BE USED FOR GENERAL CITY PURPOSES; THAT 
SAID MILLAGE RATE IS 2.03 PERCENT (2.03%) LESS THAN THE 
ROLL-BACK RATE COMPUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH F.S. 200.065 
(1); PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
   TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that no stenographic record by a certifi ed 
court reporter will be made of the foregoing meeting. Accordingly, any per-
son who may seek to appeal any decision involving the matters noticed here-
in will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and 
evidence at said meeting upon which any appeal is to be based. Please con-
tact City Administration at 863-763-3372, or website
www.cityofokeechobee.com, to obtain a copy of the agenda. 
   In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per-
sons needing special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should 
contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 863-763-3372 for assistance. 
by: James E. Kirk, Mayor
   Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk
397310 ON 9/9/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD078

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2007   Year of Issuance: June-01-2009

Description of Property:  BASSWOOD UNIT 3 LOT 20 BLOCK 42 

1-05-37-35-0030-00420-0200
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
DOMINICK A BELLINO

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396866 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD087

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2505   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONNERS GABLES REVISED LOT 13 LESS THE 
NORTH 57.00 FEET THEREOF & THE NORTH 60.00 FEET OF LOT 12 
BLOCK 6 

1-24-37-35-0010-00060-0120
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
D & B MANAGEMENT INC
DANIELLE BRADSHAW
GARFIELD BRADSHAW
PHYLLIS BRADSHAW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396877 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

Public Notice

CITY CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD MEETING

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Okeechobee Code Enforce-
ment Board will be meeting on Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at 6:30 
p.m. or as soon thereafter, City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave, Rm 200, Okeechobee, 
Florida. The public is invited and encouraged to attend. 
   PLEASE TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that no stenographic record by a 
certifi ed court reporter will be made of the foregoing meeting. Accordingly, 
any person who may seek to appeal any decision involving the matters no-
ticed herein will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimo-
ny and evidence at said meeting upon which any appeal is to be based. 
Please contact Sue Christopher, 863-763-4423, or website
www.cityofokeechobee.com, to obtain a copy of the agenda. 
   In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per-
sons needing special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should 
contact the Fire Department at 863-763-4423 for assistance. 
by:  Jamie Gamiotea, Code Board Chairperson
397320 ON 9/9/2011

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE WILL HOLD A REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2011 AT 3:30 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM OF 
THE BEN L. BRYAN ADMINISTRATION BUILDING ON THE MAIN CAMPUS OF 
INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE AT 3209 VIRGINIA AVENUE, FORT PIERCE, 
FLORIDA 34981-5596.  NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN THAT AT 9:00 A.M., TUES-
DAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2011, AN AGENDA MEETING WILL BE HELD IN THE 
BOARD ROOM OF THE BEN L. BRYAN ADMINISTRATION BUILDING ON THE 
MAIN CAMPUS, 3209 VIRGINIA AVENUE, FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 
34981-5596.  ANY PERSONS WISHING TO PLACE BEFORE THAT BOARD FOR 
CONSIDERATION ARGUMENTS CONCERNING ISSUES OF LAW OR POLICY 
OR PRESENT EVIDENCE OF ANY PERTINENT FACT THAT MAY BE IN DIS-
PUTE MUST NOTIFY THE PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE AT LEAST SEVEN 
DAYS BEFORE THE SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.  
ANY PERSONS WISHING TO APPEAL THE DECISIONS OF THIS BOARD WITH 
RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING WILL NEED A 
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE MAY NEED TO 
ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE.
396986 ON 9/9/2011

Public Notice Public Notice

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD077

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  1946   Year of Issuance: June-01-2009

Description of Property:  BASSWOOD UNIT 1 LOT 10 BLOCK 11 

1-05-37-35-0010-00110-0100
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
JANICE CHAPMAN

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396861 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

PUBLIC NOTICE
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTING

A CITY ORDINANCE

   PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 
Florida will on Tuesday, September 20, 2011 at 6:00 p.m., at City Hall, 55 SE 
3rd Ave., Okeechobee, FL conduct a FINAL PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING  to 
consider fi nal reading of the following Ordinance into law: Ord No. 1074: AN 
ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTO-
BER 1, 2011 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2012; WHICH BUDGET 
SETS FORTH GENERAL FUND REVENUES OF $7,594,037.00, TRANS-
FER-IN OF $715,248.00 AND EXPENDITURES OF $5,278,838.00, 
LEAVING A FUND BALANCE OF $3,030,447.00; PUBLIC FACILITIES 
IMPROVEMENT FUND REVENUES OF $1,207,365.00, EXPENDI-
TURES OF $706,823.00 AND TRANSFER-OUT OF $317,700.00, 
LEAVING A FUND BALANCE OF $182,842.00; COMMUNITY DEVEL-
OPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUND REVENUES OF $700,032.00 AND EX-
PENDITURES OF $700,032.00 LEAVING A FUND BALANCE OF $0.00; 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND REVENUES OF 
$7,267,568.00 AND EXPENDITURES OF $840,287.00 AND TRANS-
FER-OUT OF $397,498.00, LEAVING A FUND BALANCE OF 
$6,029,781.00; CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND-IMPACT 
FEE REVENUES OF $76,800.00, EXPENDITURES OF $66,703.00 AND 
TRANSFER-OUT OF $50.00, LEAVING A FUND BALANCE OF 
$10,047.00; LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND REVENUES OF 
$4,609.00 AND EXPENDITURES OF $3,608.00, LEAVING A FUND 
BALANCE OF $1,001.00; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
   TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that no stenographic record by a certifi ed 
court reporter will be made of the foregoing meeting. Accordingly, any per-
son who may seek to appeal any decision involving the matters noticed here-
in will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and 
evidence at said meeting upon which any appeal is to be based. Please con-
tact City Administration at 863-763-3372, or website
www.cityofokeechobee.com, to obtain a copy of the agenda. 
   In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per-
sons needing special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should 
contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 863-763-3372 for assistance. 
by: James E. Kirk, Mayor
   Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk
397311 ON 9/9/2011

Public Notice Public Notice

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD091

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No: 3078   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  LAR-KEE LAKES 2ND ADDITION FOR MOBILE 
HOMES LOTS 18, 19 & 20, BLOCK 5, LAR-KEE LAKES 2ND ADDITION 
FOR MOBILE HOMES, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 6 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEE-
CHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.  

1-04-38-36-0040-00050-0180
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
CHRISTA REAGAN
DOUGLAS WHITTEN

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396883 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD086

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2504   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONNERS GABLES REVISED LOT 12 LESS THE 
NORTH 60.00 FEET THEREOF & THE NORTH 63.00 FEET OF LOT 11 
BLOCK 6 

1-24-37-35-0010-00060-0110
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
D & B MANAGEMENT INC
DANIELLE BRADSHAW
GARFIELD BRADSHAW
PHYLLIS BRADSHAW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396876 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD080

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No: 2497   Year of Issuance: June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONNERS GABLES REVISED LOT 12 LESS THE 
NORTH 60.00 FEET THEREOF & THE NORTH 63.00 FEET OF LOT 11 
BLOCK 3 

1-24-37-35-0010-00030-0110
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
D & B MANAGEMENT INC
DANIELLE BRADSHAW
GARFIELD BRADSHAW
PHYLLIS BRADSHAW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396870 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

Public Notice Public Notice

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD082

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2499   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONNERS GABLES REVISED LOT 4 LESS THE 
NORTH 57.00 FEET THEREOF & THE NORTH 60.00 FEET OF LOT 5 
BLOCK 6 

1-24-37-35-0010-00060-0050
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
D & B MANAGEMENT INC
DANIELLE BRADSHAW
GARFIELD BRADSHAW
PHYLLIS BRADSHAW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396872 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD081

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No: 2498   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONNERS GABLES REVISED LOT 13 LESS THE 
NORTH 57.00 FEET THEREOF & THE NORTH 60.00 FEET OF LOT 12 
BLOCK 3 

1-24-37-35-0010-00030-0120
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
D & B MANAGEMENT INC
DANIELLE BRADSHAW
GARFIELD BRADSHAW
PHYLLIS BRADSHAW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770.
396871 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD084

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2501   Year of Issuance: June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONNERS GABLES REVISED LOT 6 LESS THE 
NORTH 63.00 FEET THEREOF & THE NORTH 66.00 FEET OF LOT 7 
BLOCK 6 

1-24-37-35-0010-00060-0070
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
D & B MANAGEMENT INC
DANIELLE BRADSHAW
GARFIELD BRADSHAW
PHYLLIS BRADSHAW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396874 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

Public Notice
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Reading a newspaper provides
the opportunity to get involved

in your community.
No wonder newspaper 

readers are more popular! Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Your new car could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.



Public Notice

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

TEFRA/PUBLIC HEARING

   Please take note that the Board of County Commissioners of Okeechobee 
County, Florida (the “County”) will hold a public hearing on the following 
Project, its nature and location and associated issues regarding the Bonds 
described herein, at the Okeechobee County Historic Courthouse in the 
“Judge William L. Hendry Courtroom” located at 304 NW 2nd Street, Okee-
chobee, Florida on September 27, 2011, commencing at 9:00 a.m. or shortly 
thereafter, at which time any person may be heard regarding the proposed 
issuance of said Bonds and the Project.

   The Miami-Dade County Industrial Development Authority (the “Authority”) 
has been requested to issue its tax-exempt Solid Waste Disposal Revenue 
Bonds (Waste Management, Inc. Project), in one or more series, from time 
to time, in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $75,000,000 (the 
“Bonds”), the proceeds of the various series of which will provide fi nancing 
and refi nancing for solid waste disposal capital expenditures in Miami-Dade 
County, Florida and up to 6 other jurisdictions listed below located through-
out the State of Florida (collectively, the “Project”).  The Project will be fi -
nanced as part of an ongoing plan of fi nancing for the Project and will be 
initially owned or operated by Waste Management Inc. of Florida, a Florida 
corporation, and an indirect, wholly owned subsidiary of Waste Management, 
Inc. and/or affi liates and subsidiaries thereof (collectively, the “Company”).  
The Project consists of fi nancing and refi nancing (a) improvements to per-
mitted landfi ll facilities, including but not limited to (i) construction of new 
disposal cells and liners within currently permitted acreage, (ii) additions and 
improvements to the leachate collection and treatment system, including lea-
chate trenching, (iii) additions and improvements to the methane gas sys-
tem, (iv) installation of new liners for intermittent and fi nal closure of 
completed sections of the landfi ll facilities, (v) site improvements, (vi) build-
ing construction; and (vii) acquisition of equipment to be used at the landfi ll 
facilities, (b) improvements to existing collection (hauling) and transfer sta-
tion facilities, including (i) acquisition of solid waste disposal trucks and sup-
port vehicles, (ii) acquisition of solid waste disposal containers and related 
equipment, (iii) acquisition of solid waste sorting and processing equipment, 
(iv) site improvements and (v) building construction, and (c) acquisition of 
other equipment and assets necessary to support the foregoing improve-
ments and to place them in to service.  The Project locations are as follows:  

     1.   9350 NW 89th Avenue, Medley, Florida  33178
     2.  10800 NE 128th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida  34972
     3.   2700 Wiles Road, Pompano Beach, Florida  33073
     4.   4945 Highway 273, Campbellton, Florida  32426
     5.   242 West Keene Road, Apopka, Florida  32703
     6.   3750 White Lake Boulevard, Naples, Florida  34117
     7.  14415 County Road 39, Duette, Florida  34219

   The Bonds shall not be a debt, liability or obligation of the Authority or of 
the County or of the State of Florida, or of any political subdivision thereof, 
but shall be payable solely from payments derived from, or on behalf of, the 
Company and its operation of the facilities or the security instruments for the 
Bonds.

   ALL PERSONS FOR OR AGAINST SAID APPROVAL CAN BE HEARD AT SAID 
TIME AND PLACE.  IF A PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE 
BY THE COUNTY WITH RESPECT TO SUCH HEARING OR MEETING, (S)HE 
WILL NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF SUCH HEARING OR 
MEETING IS MADE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVI-
DENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS BASED.

   In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this hearing should contact Okee-
chobee County, Florida no later than forty-eight (48) hours prior to the hear-
ing at 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee Florida  34972.  Telephone: 
(863) 763-6441.
397291 ON 9/9/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD092

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No: 3081   Year of Issuance: June-01-2009

Description of Property:  LAR-KEE LAKES 2ND ADDITION FOR MOBILE 
HOMES LOT 9, BLOCK 6, LAR-KEE LAKES 2ND ADDITION FOR MO-
BILE HOMES, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 6 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

1-04-38-36-0040-00060-0090
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
CAROL BENEDICT
GREGORY A THOMPSON
NORMAN ALLAN THOMPSON
ROSELLA LOUISE THOMPSON

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396891 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

Public Notice
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD079

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2496   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONNERS GABLES REVISED LOT 11 LESS THE 
NORTH 63.00 FEET THEREOF & THE NORTH 66.00 FEET OF LOT 10 
BLOCK 3 

1-24-37-35-0010-00030-0100
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
D & B MANAGEMENT INC
DANIELLE BRADSHAW
GARFIELD BRADSHAW
PHYLLIS BRADSHAW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396869 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD093

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No: 3129   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONSOLIDATED LAND COMPANY THAT PART 
OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION LYING & BEING IN SECTION 9, 
TOWNSHIP 38 SOUTH, RANGE 36 EAST: THE NORTH 1050 FEET OF 
THE SOUTH 1457 FEET OF LOT 15 AND 16, BLOCK 5, CONSOLIDAT-
ED LAND COMPANY, LYING WEST OF STATE ROAD 15-A ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 5, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 4.28 ACRES

1-09-38-36-0A00-00018-0000
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
JAMES J ROLOW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396894 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2011TD090

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No: 3058   Year of Issuance: June-01-2009

Description of Property:  CONSOLIDATED LAND COMPANY THAT PART 
OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION LYING & BEING IN SECTION 4, 
TOWNSHIP 38 SOUTH, RANGE 36 EAST: THE NORTH 1050 FEET OF 
THE SOUTH 1457 FEET OF LOT 15 AND 16, BLOCK 5, CONSOLIDAT-
ED LAND COMPANY, LYING WEST OF STATE ROAD 15-A ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 5, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 1.34 ACRES

1-04-38-36-0A00-00022-0000
Said property being in the County of  Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
JAMES J ROLOW

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeecho-
bee County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 20th day of October, 2011.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two 
working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED 
CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
396881 ON 9/9,16,23,30/2011
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Public Notice Public Notice

Reading a newspaper helps
you get more out of life.

No wonder newspaper
readers have more fun!

Awards dinner planned
for Saturday at OHS

Okeechobee County 4-H begins a new 
year as local clubs begin meeting in Septem-
ber.

The program will continue with exist-
ing clubs (Absolutely Splitting Hares, Bacon 
Bunch, Barnyard Buddies, Bits & Spurs, 
Chobee Cattle Kids, Chobee Crackers, Cho-
bee Minis, Chobee Roundup, County Coun-
cil/Junior Leaders, Little Club on the Prai-
rie, On The Hoof, Places To Go, Raisin’ Em 
Right, Rough Riders, Sharp Shooters, Steaks 
& Chops, Swine Time, and Udder Bunch) 
and add some new clubs (His Handiwork, a 
Lamb and Goat Club, a Digital Photography 
and Video Club, Feathers & Furs, Cooking 
Club, Introductory Photography Club and 
an Okeechobee Christian Academy After 
School Club).

Now is the time to sign up for 4-H again. 
Even those who were members last year 
must fi ll out a new enrollment form. 

Those who plan to participate in the 
Okeechobee Youth Livestock Show must be 
enrolled before Oct. 31, 2011. Those who 

plan to show a steer must complete sign up 
forms by Sept. 9, since the steer weigh-in is 
Sept. 10. 

All dues and insurance fees are due at the 
time you turn in your forms. For most 4-H 
members, insurance fees are only $1 a year. 
Those participating in horse clubs pay $2 a 
year for insurance. 

4-H Clubs can be “about anything” said 
Extension Agent Debbie Clements. She said 
she hopes the new clubs will attract some 
new participants this year. Most clubs are 
open to those ages 8 to 18. A few clubs are 
open to younger children. The Digital Pho-
tography and Video Club is open to those 
ages 12 to 18.

For information about any of the 4-H 
Clubs, stop by the Extension Offi ce in the 
Okeechobee County Annex on U.S. High-
way 98 or call 863-763-6469.

The annual 4-H banquet will be Saturday, 
Sept. 10, in the Okeechobee High School 
Cafeteria. A Chinese auction will start at 4 
p.m. Awards will start at 5 p.m. Dinner will 
be served at 6 p.m. For those who did not 
R.S.V.P., tickets will be available at the door 
for $5 per person.

4-H Clubs start new year

As the peak of hurricane season ap-
proaches, AAA Auto Club South offers tips 
to be prepared before a storm arrives. Hurri-
cane preparation involves more than stock-
ing up on items for your emergency supply 
kit, but involves advance planning to keep 
yourself, your family and your property safe.

“Essential to staying safe through the 
season is reviewing preparedness informa-
tion. One of the most important decisions 
you will have to make is whether or not to 
evacuate,” said Angie LaPlant, director, AAA 
Public Relations. “If you are asked to evacu-
ate, you should do so without delay.”

Hurricane preparation includes securing 
your home, developing a family emergency 
plan, updating your home inventory, and 
being familiar with your insurance protec-
tion. It also includes having the necessary 
supplies on hand to weather the storm.
Hurricane preparation tips

• Secure Your Home – Inspect your home 
for minor repairs needed to roof, windows, 
down spouts, etc. Trim trees or bushes that 
could cause damage to your home in case 
of high winds.

• Make a Plan – Develop a Family Emer-

gency Plan to include ways to contact each 
other, alternative meeting locations, and an 
out-of-town contact person. Identify a safe 
room or safest areas in your home. Research 
your evacuation route. Be sure and include 
plans for your pets.

• Take Inventory – Update your Home 
Inventory quickly by walking through your 
home with a video camera or smart phone. 
Keep a record of large purchases including 
the cost of the item, when purchased and 
model and serial numbers as available.

• Stock Emergency Supplies – Plan for 
a weeks worth of non-perishable food and 
water. Be sure and have fl ashlights, extra bat-
teries, battery-powered radio, medications, 
fi rst aid kit, blankets, toiletries, diapers, etc. 
You may also want to prepare a portable kit 
and keep in your car should you evacuate.

• Protect Your Property – Review your 
homeowners insurance with your insurance 
agent to determine if you have adequate pro-
tection. Discuss your deductible. Be aware 
that fl ood insurance in not typically covered 
under your homeowners policy. Flooding to 
your automobile is available under the Phys-
ical Damage coverage.

‘Be prepared’ as peak 
hurricane season arrives

ARC Thrift Store requests donations 
The ARC of Okeechobee Thrift Store is currently requesting donations of household 

items, dishes, kitchen appliances, furniture and clothing. Your tax deductible donation 
will be used to help further the mission of the agency to provide social, educational and 
vocational opportunities to the developmentally disabled. The store is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. All items can be dropped off at the thrift store location, 403 N.W. 
2nd Ave. in Okeechobee. For further information, call 863-763-2419.



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Hours: 

Mon- Fri 7:30 am - 7:00 pm

Sat 8 am to 5 pm

4224 Hwy 441 S. Okeechobee, FL
863-357-0500

www.okeechobeedodgechryslerjeep.com

Terry Miller  
Asst. Service Manager

Transmissions - Diesel Engines

WE HAVE 4
TRANSMISSION

TECHS!

John Deel
Service Manager

“We Service,
Repair,

Rebuild or

Replace all
Makes and
Models”

$9.95
Oil Change 

Every Day!
Some models may be more due 

to engine size. 

Diesel Engines 
Start At $39.95

YOUR COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIR SHOP
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