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Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
Tim Bucio, from the Martial Arts Youth Program sponsored by the Children’s 
Services Council, was among those to perform demonstrations in Flagler 
Park on Saturday as part of the Labor Day festival. The Martial Arts program 
is open to all school age children and meets in the pavilion at Sacred Heart 
Church Wednesdays through Saturdays at 6 p.m.

The Okeechobee community started the Labor Day 
weekend celebration on Saturday with the opening of 
the festival in Flagler Park in downtown Okeechobee. 
The festival includes arts and crafts vendors, a wide vari-
ety of food booths and local entertainment. The festival 
continues today and Monday. The festival starts at 9 a.m. 
each day. Participants are encouraged to bring their own 
lawn chairs to enjoy the entertainment in the park.

The Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Association held 
Championship Bullriding at the Agri-Civic Center Satur-
day night. Today is the fi rst day of the Cattlemen’s Labor 
Day Rodeo. The rodeo starts at 2 p.m. at the Okeechobee 

Labor Day festivities continue

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee High School band has been in-
vited to march in the 2012 Memorial Day Parade in 
Washington, D.C.

The only question is will they have the $60,000 
that is needed to make the trip.

“The raising of the funds is the biggest problem 
right now. We need 60,000 for every kid to go. I’ve 
told everyone if we’re going, we are all going, I 
don’t want a kid not to go because they can’t afford 
it,” Band Director Clint LaFlam said. 

The band is holding a fund raiser in Flagler Park 
during the Labor Day festival and will accept dona-
tions and hold other fund raisers in the next few 

OHS band 
invited to 
march in 
D.C. parade

See LABOR DAY — Page 2

See BAND — Page 2

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
(Left to right) Austin Walker, and Zadoc Sim-
mons practice on their trombone and march-
ing skills at a recent OHS band practice.

Ron Dawsons balloons 
and magic were popu-
lar with children in the 
park.
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to try new IIntelliFlexTMTechnology 

in Hearing Aids. 
Are you, or someone you know, struggling with hearing loss? 
We need 42 people with difficulty hearing, especially in noisy 

situations, to evaluate the latest in digital technology from Audibel. 

Audibel Hearing Care Centers will perform Comprehensive

Hearing Consultations FREE of charge to all callers. Please call

immediately to schedule your evaluation to determine if you are a

candidate for the program. Candidates selected will be asked to

evaluate the latest nearly invisible hearing aid technology for 30

days. Imagine a hearing aid that automatically adapts to your 

surroundings and reflects your specific lifestyle. With this 

breakthrough technology from AUDIBEL, the world’s largest

hearing aid manufacturer, now comes the first hearing aid ever

developed to address your most important needs. If you hear, but

are having trouble understanding conversations, you owe it to

yourself to take advantage of the FREE demonstrations offered

this week. Call Audibel Hearing Care Centers today for a no 

obligation appointment. 

“Bring in the talk...
Screen down the noise!”

RewarD!
Candidates selected will receive tremendous savings, due to

their participation. If your evaluation shows hearing 

improvement with the new instruments, you may choose to

retain them and receive 40% OFF MSRP. 

Allan Kleinfeld, 

Master Hearing Specialist

3545 Highway 441 S, Okeechobee 

(Publix Shopping Plaza) 

467-5333

42

20 
Years 
Board

Certified

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.
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Agri-Civic Center. The rodeo is expected to 
draw top PRCA (Professional Rodeo Cow-
boys Association) contestants from all over 
the country, as they compete for cash priz-
es and points toward their national PRCA 
standings. There are two special events for 
the youngest cowboys and cowgirls at the 
rodeo. Mutton Bustin’ will be held at the 
start of the rodeo. Sign ups for the event will 

be at the arena one hour before the rodeo. 
The Calf Scramble will be open to all chil-
dren under the age of 12 at the rodeo.

On Monday, the Labor Day parade will be 
held at 10 a.m. in downtown Okeechobee. 
The theme of the parade is a salute to the 
American worker. Parade organizers report-
ed that as of Friday, they had received more 
than 70 parade participant applications and 
they anticipate there may also be some ad-
ditional last minute entries. 

For a detailed schedule of Labor Day 
weekend festivities, see page 3.

LABOR DAY
Continued From Page 1

months. They must raise $10,000 by Octo-
ber to secure their place in the parade next 
May.

“The band parents work extremely hard. 
We will look for whoever can help fi nancial-
ly. The economy is tight but we hope to have 
some people generate the money and help 
us get the kids there,” he added.

Congressman Tom Rooney watched the 
Brahman band perform in the inaugural 
parade for Governor Rick Scott last January 
in Tallahassee. He contacted High School 
Principal Toni Wiersma and Mr. Lafl am and 
urged them to apply for the parade.

When they got the word over the sum-
mer, many of the band members were as-
tonished.

“It was very stunning,” Drum Major An-
drea Stark said, “We didn’t expect it but it is 
going to be good for us.”

Miss Stark, who has played in band since 
the sixth grade at Osceola, said the parade 
would be an opportunity for the young peo-
ple of Okeechobee to show their abilities 
and express themselves.

“Everybody thinks Okeechobee is just 
some small cow town, but we are talented 
and this parade is a good opportunity for 
us,” she added. 

Miss Stark said she looks forward to 
marching around the monuments and in 
front of thousands of people. She said the 
opportunity has already motivated some 
band members to work harder.

Mr. LaFlam said he also has noticed a 
difference in some of the musicians in the 
band. He said last year’s experience in Tal-
lahassee was an eye opener for the kids 

because they got to play in a parade out of 
town with 25 other bands. 

“It’ll be a big motivator for the kids. It will 
be an eye opening experience for the kids. 
To be in the limelight and play in front of 
congress and maybe even the president will 
be huge,” he added.

The band will also do some site seeing in 
D.C. and also listen to a Marine Corps band 
performance on Capital Hill. Most of the trip 
will include some kind of musical theme.

“The opportunity to take a band of this 
caliber to a national parade is quite an hon-
or. We will be up there playing in support 
of our veterans and troops. That is a huge 
honor,” he said.

Band Captain Ryan Reister said it will be 
awe inspiring to march in a parade in the na-
tion’s capital in front of a national television 
audience. He described it as a great experi-
ence that can never be duplicated.

“I think the kids are starting to step it up. 
I think they realize how good we are getting 
and the potential is there to get to the top,” 
he added.

Mr. Reister called band one of his pas-
sions and noted he’d like to make it a life-
long career. He has played the alto sax and 
the trombone since the sixth grade at Year-
ling Middle School. He said the trip would 
mean a lot to these inspired musicians.

“Just please support us. We have come so 
far and we know we can go so much farther. 
We just need the faith of the community and 
everyone to chip in,” he added.

Anyone who wishes to donate to the 
OHS band trip can contact the High school 
at 863-462-5025 and ask for Mr. LaFlam or 
Mrs. Wiersma.

BAND
Continued From Page 1
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Supplement to the Okeechobee News • January 28, 2011 • Also Available Online at newszap.com

SCHOOL 
Superintendent letters • Calendar

INFORMATION
School Bus Schedule •OPEN HOUSE - August 20, 2010

Okeechobee County 2010- 2011 

Supplement to the Okeechobee News, August 18, 2010

GUIDE 

DDr.. Fredd Brownn Children’ss Healthh Center

20155 Hwyy 4411 No.,, Okeechobee,, FL

863-763-1951

Lakeshoree Medicall Centerr -- Adults

11000 N.. Parrottt Ave.. Okeechobee,, FL

863-763-7481

Floridaa Communityy Healthh Centers,, Inc.. 

Forr moree information,, pleasee visitt ourr websitee att www.fchcinc.org
Call to schedule your appointment today!

Report Card Schedule • School L
istings

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

Our focus is to make you comfortable! www.qualityacokee.com
467-1545

Repairs must be made by us to receive the free diagnostics. This offer valid Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 PM. Does not apply to
holidays, overtime or travel charges (if applicable). Offer Expires September 30, 2011. Call for details.

Savannah sez ...
“Having A/C

Problems?

Lic # CAC029420

Why not clip this ad  
and receive a 

FREE Diagnostic ?”
($75 value)

THEATRE III:“COWBOYS & ALIENS” 
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE I:“CRAZY STUPID LOVE” 
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE II: “SPY KIDS”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. &

Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

September 2September 2 NDND --
September 8September 8 THTH

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

PG

PG-13

PG-13

Movie Tickets:Adults - $6.50 • Children
12 & under - $5.00 • Senior Citizens -

$5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists

• Metal & Shingle Roofs 

• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338
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Sunday, Sept. 4
9 a.m. Labor Day Festival in Flagler Park opens.
9 a.m-noon Ron Dawson’s Balloon Animals and Magic throughout Flagler 

Park.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Gospel singing in Flagler Park, in Park 4.
10-2 p.m. Home Depot Children’s Workshop in Flagler Park in Park 2.
2 p.m. Okeechobee Cattlemen’s PRCA Labor Day Rodeo, at the Agri-Civic Cen-

ter, entrance off SR 710.

Monday, Sept. 5
9 a.m. Labor Day Festival in Flagler Park opens.
9 a.m. Parade participants line up near U-Save.
9 a.m-noon Ron Dawson’s Balloon Animals and Magic throughout Flagler 

Park.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Gospel singing in Flagler Park, in Park 4.
9:30 a.m. VFW will lead the Pledge of Allegiance and Lisa Riley will sing the 

National Anthem in Flagler Park on the stage between Parks 2 and 3.
10 a.m. Okeechobee Labor Day Parade, sponsored by the B.R.A.T. Club, will fol-

low the regular parade route, starting at U-Save on Parrott Avenue (U.S. 441), travel-
ing north to State Road 70, then west on S.R. 70 to the end of Flagler Park.

10-2 p.m. Home Depot Children’s Workshop in Flagler Park in Park 2.
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Scott Benge, acoustical guitarist and vocalist performs in Flagler 

Park in the pavillion in Park 3 behind the chickee huts.
11 a.m. Explosion Cheer and Dance Squad to perform in Flagler Park in front of 

the stage between Parks 2 and 3.
11:30 a.m. Fair and festival royalty on stage in Flagler Park on the stage between 

Parks 2 and 3.
Noon Okeechobee Steel-

ers steel drum band performs 
in Flagler Park on the stage 
between Parks 2 and 3.

Noon Corn Hole Compe-
tition fi nals in Flagler Park in 
Park 3.

Noon Hoop It Up hula 
hoop contest in Flagler Park 
at the Main Street booth in 
Park 3.

2 p.m. Soda Chug Contest 
in Flagler Park on the stage 
between Parks 2 and 3.

2 p.m. Okeechobee Cat-
tlemen’s PRCA Labor Day 
Rodeo, at the Agri-Civic Cen-
ter, entrance off SR 710.

For the purposes of this sched-
ule, the sections of Flagler Park 
have been numbered from east 
to west, starting with the War Me-
morial section at the intersection 
of Parrott Avenue and State Road 
70 as Park 1.

Labor Day weekend festivities

Special to the News/Sandra Pearce
The Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Labor Day Ro-
deo will be held Sunday and Monday at the 
Agri-Civic Center. Spectators should use the 
entrance off State Road 710.



FCAT
• If students don’t produce on the test 

teacher pay goes down. They should be re-
sponsible for what the kids learn and if not 
should be reduced in pay or fi red.

• You can’t make a silk purse out of a 
sow’s ear, or bricks without straw. That is, a 
teacher needs good material, (read students), 
to work with. They don’t always get that. I do 
agree to the sense that tenure may not be the 
best career path. There should be an accu-
rate assessment of a teacher’s qualifi cations  
throughout their career and even merit pay.  
Peer review to a standard may be one solu-
tion. But on the other hand, they are not paid 
nearly what they are worth, so you get what 
you pay for in a few cases.

• Most teachers by and large, teach be-
cause they want to. Consider too, the mix of 
propaganda and Pablum that they are man-
dated to teach in spite of their own training 
and education.

• The teachers cannot do their job with-
out the parents’ support. The teachers send 
homework home with the kid but they can’t 
make sure the child does the work. That is up 
to the parent. The child should be reading and 
studying at home as well as in school. But the 
teacher can only control what happens in the 
classroom. It is sad but some parents simply 
do not care if their children fail. That makes 
the teacher’s job almost impossible.

OHS traffi c
• Something needs to be done at the high 

school in the afternoons about how they let 
you pick up the students. You have to wait 
along side of the road until the traffi c cop lets 
you in. The school buses are at the other side 
of the school and do not affect where you 
pick up the students. Let’s come up with a 
better solution to the problem.

• Here’s a few solutions to the long pick-
up lines at the high school. Have your student 
ride the bus. Have your student walk out the 
gate and you pick up the student a ways out. 
Have your student do an after school activity 
and pick up after traffi c is all gone. Have your 
student get a ride from another student. Ho-
meschool your student.

• Don’t show up until they open the gate 
and you won’t have to park and wait.

• Has anyone else noticed an issue with 
the junction at 441 and NW 36th Street, next 
to the Circle K? I can imagine with school in 
session that junction has added traffi c. The 
cars parked on the highway line obstruct 
the view of traffi c traveling southbound and 
now there is a big sign obstructing the view. 
I know I have a hard time at that intersection 
and there is no way to enter into traffi c safely 
from the designated white line. You have to 
pull up very far past the white line in order to 
have a clear view, which still isn’t very clear. 
A lot of school buses travel that intersection 
as well so I am wondering if anyone else has 
experienced these issues. Who should we 
contact about correcting the problem?

• The county spends thousands of dollars 
to provide transportation for our students. 
Free and safe every day. Yet I see hundreds of 
parents waiting in line, some up to an hour 
before the bell rings to be the fi rst one to get 
their child out of school and on their way 
home. What gives? I’ve waited 10 minutes af-
ter the bell and drove right in, picked up and 
went out hardly even stopping. If you’re not 
part of the solution, you’re part of the prob-
lem.

• It is like that at all the schools. The rea-
son there is a long line is that so many par-
ents are getting there so early. If you wait un-
til 10 minutes after school lets out, the line 
is down and you can drive right through. At 
the elementary and middle schools, the kids 
are supervised while waiting for their rides, 
so it is safe to let them wait a few minutes. 
And I should hope that high school students 
are old enough to wait ten minutes on school 
grounds.

Politics
• It does not seem to be a need for any-

one who runs for local offi ce to claim to be 
a member of either party. What for? It must 
probably be because of some type of voting 
regulation, not because of a party’s platform. 
I guess the political party beliefs are only for 
Presidential elections.

• The candidates for president may call 
themselves Democrats or Republicans based 
on which nomination they think they can get, 
but as far as I have seen none of them stick by 
any particular code or platform. They all say 
whatever they think they need to in order to 
get elected. And then they do whatever they 
think they need to in order to please those 
who contributed to their campaign. Morals 
or values? I have not seen any candidate who 
appears to actually follow a political platform 
or moral code.

By Rev. Melissa M. 
Mitchell-Murphy
Associate Minister, New 
St. Stephens A.M.E. Church

Temptation is an inescapable reality that 
has haunted every generation since Adam. 
However, we need not yield to temptation 
or be captured by sin. We can have victory. 
But how? What methods should one use? 
As we look at I Corinthians 10, we fi nd some 
meaningful answers: (1) We can learn from 
other’s mistakes; (2) God’s power is always 
available to us; and (3) we must abstain 
from evil. Certainly these are three great les-
sons that enable us to be victorious.

We learn from the mistakes made by oth-
ers. Like warning signs, they show us the 
danger in going the wrong way. Here Paul 
illustrates how the Hebrews were tempted, 
how they yielded, and how they were pun-
ished for doing so. We have victory by learn-
ing not to repeat their mistakes.

Because of God’s divine power, we are 
able to win over evil. But to fully benefi t 
from this great power and holy presence, 
we must be loyal to Him. The Hebrews pro-
voked God during their desert experience by 
doubting His power to provide adequately 

for them. They yielded to the temptation of
suspicion, discontent, and grumbling. Paul
warned the Corinthians not to succumb to
similar temptations. 

Like Corinth, our society is infested with
immorality. The human suffering seem-
ingly is out of control due to the evils that
are practiced. Through abstinence, we can
avoid much of the suffering that has plagued
this generation. Just say no and refrain
from those things that cause destruction to
good health, family ties, community peace
and spiritual empowerment. Just say no
and resist when surrounded by grumbling,
despair and decadence. 

Trust God! and victory will come! The
Christian’s life must continuously be a bea-
con light in a dark world of sin. Let us be
challenged to brighten the corner where we
live.
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Public Forum/Speak Out

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.
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USPS 406-160
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Staff
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

Refl ections from the pulpit

Today: A 40 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms, mainly after noon. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 91. Southeast 
wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Tonight: A 30 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms before midnight. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 73. South 
southeast wind around 5 mph.

Extended Forecast
Labor Day: A 50 percent chance of 

showers and thunderstorms, mainly after 
noon. Partly sunny, with a high near 94. 
South wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Monday Night: A 30 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 75. South wind around 
5 mph. 

Tuesday: Scattered showers and thun-
derstorms. Partly sunny, with a high near 94. 
South wind between 5 and 10 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 50%.

Tuesday Night: Scattered showers and 
thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 74. South southeast wind around 5 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Wednesday: Scattered showers and 
thunderstorms. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 94. South wind around 5 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 40%.

Okeechobee 
Forecast

Pet Rescue hosts 
auction fundraiser

Okeechobee Humane Society Pet Res-

cue will have a table in Park #3 - Space 

305 (Look for our pawprint canopy) for 

all three days of the festival. Come and 

bid on your favorite item in the Chinese 

auction: items are placed on our table, 

purchase a ticket or more and place in 

the container in front of the item or items 

you want. Drawings from each container 

will be at 3:30 p.m. each day. All pro-

ceeds from the auction will support the 

homeless pets in the shelter. There will 

be adoptable pets including those that 

have graduated from the SPIN obedience 

training program. Come out and support 

homeless pets.
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If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in

our EZPay
subscription plan, you’ll

not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 

s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you

can read YOUR

newspaper 

anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value

of $72 --

Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is

the most convenient way to pay for

your subscription.  Once it’s set up,

it’s automatic every month.  And with

no bills, no checks and no mail,

EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:

https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:

readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586

It’s all about you, your news, your 
neighbors, your life
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Just two days after being acquitted at trial 
of robbery and kidnapping charges, Jimmy 
Paul Wellman was found guilty of violating 
his probation and sentenced to prison.

“I don’t take any pleasure in sentencing 
young people to prison,” said Circuit Court 
Judge Robert Belanger Friday morning, Sept. 
2. “But this is not his fi rst rodeo. There is a 
history of violence.”

And with that, Judge Belanger found 
Wellman, 19, guilty of violating both counts 
of his probation and sentenced him to fi ve 
years in prison on each count with the sen-
tences to run consecutively—or, one after 
the other.

Defense attorney John Cook asked the 
judge if he would reconsider his consecu-
tive ruling but, without hesitation, Judge Be-
langer shook his head and replied, “No sir.”

The probation violations stem from an 
April 2010 case in which Wellman, then 17, 
was arrested on two counts of grand theft 
- motor vehicle and charged as an adult. 
On April 19, 2010, Judge Belanger withheld 
adjudication and placed Wellman on proba-
tion for two years.

But on May 6, Wellman was accused of 
bursting into the home of Chevonne Aun-
spaugh and J.B. Haulcomb and robbing 
them at gunpoint. While in their small travel 
trailer, Wellman allegedly pistol whipped 
Ms. Aunspaugh and bound both adults with 
duct tape.

He was charged with home invasion rob-

bery with a fi rearm, two 
counts of robbery with a 
weapon and two counts 
of kidnapping while armed 
and masked.

Then, on Wednesday, 
Aug. 31, an Okeechobee 
jury acquitted Wellman of 
those charges.

But on Friday, Judge Be-
langer said he felt the state 
had proved its case at trial 

and therefore ruled that Wellman had vio-
lated his probation.

“I do fi nd the state met its burden of 
proof,” the judge said.

And while he agreed that Ms. Aun-
spaugh’s story—in regard to the color and 
type of gloves worn by her attacker—had 
changed, he did not hold that against her.

“Do I think she’s lying? Not at all,” he 
said, adding that her continuing battle with 
cancer and the medications she’s taking may 
have played a role in her confusion.

He then pointed out that Mr. Haulcomb, 
who is a relative of Wellman’s, did not waiv-
er in his testimony that he recognized his at-
tacker’s eyes and voice.

“Mr. Haulcomb was absolutely cer-
tain this was the man who came into their 
home,” the judge added.

Mr. Cook argued that Judge Belanger 
“would be second-guessing the jury” if he 
found his client guilty of violating his proba-
tion.

“If we truly have an innocent man here 

and that’s what you believe, then he should 
walk out of here a free man,” Assistant State 
Attorney Don Richardson told the judge. 
“If not, then he should go to prison for 10 
years.”

Mr. Richardson prosecuted both cases.
With that, it was the judge’s turn to 

speak.
“I took an oath to follow the law and that’s 

what I’m doing,” he said, adding that Well-
man’s criminal history was showing that he 
was becoming more and more violent.

He then turned to Mr. Cook and ad-
dressed his alibi witnesses, specifi cally Dixie 
Raymond—Wellman’s grandmother and 
Mr. Haulcomb’s sister.

She testifi ed Wednesday that Wellman 
could not have committed the burglary be-
cause he was asleep in her trailer when the 
alleged crime occurred.

“I choose not to believe your alibi wit-
ness,” the judge told Mr. Cook. “Like Mr. 
Richardson said in closing—it was like pull-
ing teeth.”

Judge Belanger was making reference to 
the prosecutor’s statement to the jury that 
Ms. Raymond was evasive on cross exami-
nation and it was like “pulling teeth” to ex-
tract answers from her.

Wellman will receive credit for the 114 
days he has already served. However, ex-
plained the judge, since the sentences are to 
run consecutively that credit can only apply 
to count one.

Judge Belanger also terminated Well-
man’s probation.

Wellman sentenced to prison for VOP

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A former volunteer with the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) and former 
youth minister will now 
have the title of sex of-
fender.

David Luke Reed, 24, 
entered into a plea deal 
with the state at a change 
of plea hearing Friday, 
Sept. 2, and entered a plea 
of guilty to two counts of 
lewd and lascivious moles-
tation on a victim 12 to 16 
years of age.

In exchange for the plea, Assistant State 
Attorney Ashley Albright agreed to drop two 
charges of sexual battery on a child in famil-
ial/custodial authority.

The plea agreement calls for Reed to 
serve nine years in prison, to be followed by 
two years on sex offender probation. Upon 
his release from prison, he will have to regis-
ter as a convicted sex offender.

Reed will be sentenced Friday, Sept. 16, 
at 1:30 p.m. by Circuit Court Judge Robert 
Belanger.

By entering the plea, Reed avoids going 
to trial and possibly receiving a maximum 
sentence of up to 90 years in prison. His trial 
was scheduled to start next week.

“I think this is a very good resolve for ev-
eryone involved,” said Mr. Albright, adding 
that Reed was looking at a lengthy sentence, 
the victims didn’t have to testify and the vic-
tims are all in agreement with the outcome.

Reed was arrested Jan. 15, 2010, accused 
of engaging in sex acts with a 12-year-old 
and a 15-year-old boy while acting as an 
adult volunteer for the local Sea Cadet pro-
gram that was sponsored, in part, by the 
sheriff ’s offi ce. Both boys were members of 
the Sea Cadet program.

Reed was also a member of the OCSO 
Search and Rescue Unit, and had been a 
youth minister with the Dunn’s Creek Bap-
tist Church in Palatka.

According to Sheriff Paul May, the acts oc-
curred during the week of the annual OCSO 
Water Safety Camp. Reed and the two boys 
would reportedly meet in the OCSO Marine 
Unit building at Okee-Tantie after everyone 
else had left for the day and would then en-
gage in various sex acts.

Neither of the boys were forced or co-
erced into performing the acts. However, 
the acts are illegal due to the boys’ ages.

A statement released by the sheriff ’s of-
fi ce after Reed’s arrest stated that Reed had 
unfettered access to the facility at Okee-
Tantie because he was a volunteer in the 
two programs. As a volunteer with the Sea 
Cadets he transported cadets and took part 
in their training and supervision. Sheriff May 

said before Reed was given those responsi-
bilities a thorough background check was 
done and nothing was found that indicated 
there would be any problem between Reed 
and the youngsters. In fact, added the sheriff, 
the check indicated that Reed was an exem-
plary individual.

“Not even a traffi c ticket,” said the sheriff 
in an earlier interview.

OCSO arrest reports indicate that Reed 
went into hiding when he learned he was 
being sought. During their search, OCSO de-
tectives found some of Reed’s clothing and 
two guns in the woods along the Kissimmee 
River, just north of the bridge at Okee-Tan-
tie.

OCSO Detective Rosemary Farless then 
traced Reed to Putnam County, and as she 
was talking to him on the telephone, depu-
ties from the Putnam County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
entered the home where he was staying and 
placed him under arrest without incident.

Both Sheriff May and the detectives in-
volved in this case said that according to 
their investigations, these two boys were the 
only victims.

By entering into the plea deal, Reed for-
feits his right to a jury trial and he cannot fi le 
an appeal in relation to the judgement.

Reed will get credit for the 595 days he 
has already served in the county jail.

Former volunteer is going to prison

Jimmy Paul
Wellman

David Luke
Reed
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“In a democracy, the highest
office is that of citizens.”
— US Supreme Court Justice
Felix Frankfurter.

We agree. Yet too many
citizens feel powerless to
influence the flow of
events.

We give people a voice. Our
Speak Out column is just one
example. We consider it an
extension of the secret ballot
and a return of the values of
the American Revolution.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
calling your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism

Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

John Huff, 70
OKEECHOBEE — John Huff, 70, of Okeecho-

bee, passed away Aug. 26, 2011, at the Hamrick 
Home.

He was born May 16, 1941, in Hammonton, 
N.J., to the late 
Warren C. and An-
nie Huff. He was a 
volunteer fi refi ghter 
in Hammonton. He 
came to Okeecho-
bee from Broward 
County in 2007. He 
owned a shoe re-
pair shop and J.B. 
Freight Line. He at-
tended Calvary 
Chapel.

Mr. Huff is survived by his wife, Arlene Huff; 
fi ve children, John Huff, Paul Wilson, Stephanie 
Huff, Kelly Mowery and Kenny Huff; 12 grand-
children; eight great-grandchildren; and four 
siblings, Peggy Jones, Buddy Huff, Nelle Woulfe 
and Howard Huff.

Funeral services will be 7 p.m., Wednesday, 
Sept. 7, 2011, at Calvary Chapel with Pastor Fred 
Klesper offi ciating.

Memorial may be made to Hospice of Okee-
chobee, PO Box 1548, Okeechobee, FL 34973.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All local arrangements are entrusted to the lov-
ing care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

Obituaries
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Sign guestbooks at
http://www.legacy.com

VFW Post to host 
Labor Day barbecue

Big Lake VFW Post, 10539, 3912 S.E. Hwy. 
441 will host a Labor Day BBQ, with ribs and 
chicken for a donation of $7 cooked by Don 
Orf and crew on Sunday, Sept. 4, at 2 p.m.

Eagles to host 
Sunday breakfast

Fraternal Order of Eagles, #4137, 9985 
Hwy. 441 North, Okeechobee will be serving 
Sunday breakfast again beginning Sept. 4. 
Donation for breakfast is $5. Come join us! 
The breakfast will be held again Sept. 18.

Labor Day party at VFW
VFW, #9528, at 29012 E. S.R. 78, will 

hold an “all you can eat,” all-day party for 
$8. The Labor Day party will start at noon 
and last until 5 p.m. There will be pork butts 
and polish sausage, a 50/50 drawing, ladies 
cake walk, and men’s auxiliary and Amvets 
jail and bail. Music by Buck Wallace and 
True Country Band. Call 863-467-2882 for 
information.

ConKerr Cancer
September is National Childhood Cancer 

Awareness Month. To honor this event the 
local chapter of ConKerr Cancer will join 
together with chapters nationwide to pro-
duce more pillowcases than ever before. 
During the entire month of September, we 
will participate in the Second Annual Miles 
of Pillowcase Smiles or “MOPS” for short. 
Did you know that it takes 2,112 pillowcases 
laid end-to-end to make one mile of pillow-
case (smiles)? Okeechobee ConKerr Cancer 
will meet at the Okeechobee Presbyterian 
Church, 312 N. Parrott Ave, on Tuesday, 
Sept. 6, from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. There 
will be sewing pillowcases for children with 
cancer or other life-changing illnesses. There 
will be door prizes and refreshments will be 
served. Donations of time, cash and fabric 
(suitable for infants through 18 years) are 
always welcome. If you can’t sew, we also 
need volunteers to wash, iron and package 
pillowcases. Please contact Joan at 863-467-
0290 for more information.

Prayer Walk
The annual September, Tuesday, 

Sept. 6, evening prayer walks sponsored by 
the Okeechobee Ministerial Association, be-
gin at 6 p.m. The walk will include Osceola 
Middle School, South Elementary School, 
the sheriff ’s offi ce, the courthouse, the po-
lice station and city hall.

Children’s Services Council 
budget hearing set

The Children’s Services Council of 
Okeechobee will have their fi rst Public 
Budget Hearing for the year 2011-2012 
on Wednesday, Sept. 7, at 5:01 p.m., in 
the Okeechobee County School Board of-
fi ce, Room 303 at 700 S.W. 2nd Avenue, 
Okeechobee.

Healthy Start Coalition 
to meet

The Board of Directors of the Okeechobee 
Healthy Start Coalition will meet on Wednes-
day, Sept. 7, at 11:30 a.m., in their offi ce, lo-
cated at 575 S.W. 28th Street within the New 
Endeavor High School Building. This meet-
ing is open to the public. The Okeechobee 
Healthy Start Coalition is part of a statewide 
network of coalitions responsible for plan-
ning and implementing services for preg-
nant women and infants. The Okeechobee 
Healthy Start Coalition is made up of citizens 
interested in promoting healthy families and 
healthy outcomes for babies in Okeecho-
bee. For more information about the Coali-
tion, please contact Executive Director, Kay 
Begin, at the Coalition offi ce, 863-462-5877.  

Diabetes seminar offered
Grand Oaks Assisted Living Facility, 203 

SE 2nd Street will host Living With Diabetes 
presented by Wanda Haas, RN CDE on Sept. 
7. The informative session will be located in 
the Dinning Room at 1:30 p.m. The seminar 
is offered by the Visiting Nurses Association.

Hospice to host yard sales
Hospice of Okeechobee’s Yard Sales will 

be on Wednesday, Sept. 7, Thursday, Sept. 
8, Wednesday, Sept. 21 and Thursday, Sept. 
22, from 8 a.m. until noon. The yard sale is 
located at the corner of SE 4th Street and SE 
3rd Ave. For information call 863-467-2321 or 
see our web page www.hospiceofokeecho-
bee.org and click on Events tab.

Class of ‘72 plans 
reunion meeting

Attention, members of the OHS Class of 
1972! There will be a planning meeting for 
the upcoming 40th Reunion on Thursday, 
Sept. 8, beginning at 6 p.m. at Lunker’s 
Sports Grill, 4825 Hwy. 441 S. Anyone who 
can attend is encouraged to come For more 
information contact Magi Janiewski Cable at 
863-763-8667.

OKMS September Mixer
Okeechobee Main Street’s September 

Mixer will be held on Thursday, Sept. 8, 
from 5–7 p.m. This month’s mixer will be 
hosted by the Hampton Inn located at 1200 
N.E. Park Street and will have a Western 
theme, featuring the tastes of Okeechobee! 
Our mixers are a great networking opportu-
nity for the businesses and residents of our 
area and the public is always invited. Wheth-
er you have a new or old business, new to 
Okeechobee or would like to know more 
about Okeechobee Main Street please join 
us for networking, refreshments, door prizes 
and a chance at the Mega 50-50. Current 
members are encouraged to bring a friend 
this month! For more information call Cindy 
Birdashaw at 863-357-MAIN (6246).

4-H Club meeting
Raisin’ ‘Em Right 4-H Club will hold their 

fi rst meeting of the year on Sept. 8, at 7 p.m. 
at the extension offi ce. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. For more information please con-
tact club leaders Angela, 863-634-0154 or 
Keith at 863 634 9108.

Community Events
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Tree Locators, Inc.
- Plants 
-Trees
- Natural Stone
- Decorative Gravel

- Manufactured Stone
- Design 
- Installation
- Full Garden Center

“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”

863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730 
treelocators@aol.com

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972 

SStinnett,, Inc.
RReess iiddeenntt ii aa lll &&& CCoommmmeerrcc iiaa ll •• Painting

• Walll Coverings
• Pressuree Cleaning

•• SanddBlasting

Serving Okeechobee Since 1969

Lic. #1406-01

•• Painting
• Walll Coverings

• Pressuree Cleaning
•• SanddBlasting

Stinnett,, Inc.

(863)763-5251 (863)634-0614

Call a PRO

24-Hour

Customer Service 

Lori C. Berger 

Exclusive Agent 

Allstate Insurance Company 
800 S. Parrott Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

DDiane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License
AL11944

909 So. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee

863
357-4INK

4465
• VIP Discounts

wwww.inkwell4ink.com

AN AFFORDABLE WAY TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS!!!

Tattoos & Piercings

Privacy screens & bras

5th wheel skirts

Boat tops & covers

Repairs & modifications

TThee Canvass Shop,, LLC
On-site service 

909 S. Parrott Ave. Ste B

Okeechobee, FL 34974

863.763.7500

Fax: 863-763-6754Carl & Donna Gaiser

2203 SE 2nd St. Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

JUAN CORTEZ 
Manager 

3389 U.S. Hwy. 441 So.
Okeechobee, FL
manager033@buddyrents.com

Appliances • TV • Furniture

UP TO 
Office: (863) 357-3301 Fax: (863) 357-2804

Contact Adam Homer
863.467.4522 office • 863.801-0999 cell

30yr old male 250k $11.31 per month
40yr old male 250k $14.57 per month
50yr old male 250k $30.89 per montth

Rates shown as non tobacco preferred
Affordable Term Life Insurance

We Deliver 12 to 24 tons 

Custom Feeds For
Beef Operations 

3079 8th Street
Okeechobee, FL 34972

863.763.5586
800.430.0117

M&M Auto Brokers, Inc.Buy Here! Pay Here! 

We’ll work with you!
ASK ALL AROUND

Easy 
Payment!

Call Mitch or Ronnie
(863) 763-0330

$500DownAs 
low as 

3565 Hwy 441 N., Okeechobee 

Place your business

card here

email

adsales@newszap.com

Accepting Select   
Consignment
By Appt. Only 

New Fashions 
& Accessories
Ladies Collegiate    

Wear

ffessional

The Alarm Company
of Okeechobee, Inc.

Providing Expert Security Solutions 

EF20000613-
OCSL3100-01

Surveillance Cameras

Fire Alarm Systems

Surround Sound Systems 

Medical Alert Systems 

919 NW Park St. Okeechobee 

Security Systems - 24 Hr. Monitoring 

(863)
357-2004

www.thealarmco.org

863.532.1077

Lic #1862
Lic #10355

Free Estimates 

Licensed and Insured

NEW - USED - RENTALS 

Committed to providing our members the highest
quality service at the lowest possible rates.

(800) 226-4023 Okeechobee • (800) 226-4024
Moore Haven • (800) 226-4025 Lake Placid

Crossroads
Restaurant 

5050 NE 128th Ave

Okeechobee 
(Corner of 70E & 128th Ave.)

Hours: Mon - Sat.
5:30am - 2:30pm 
Sun 7am - 2:30pm

(863) 763-8333

David & Carolyn Douglas, Ownerss

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Choice Automotive
Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service 

• Brakes • Window Motors • Tune Ups • Welding 

• Engine Mechanics 

Located Behind Rita’s

Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave.

Okeechobee, FL

863-467-6633

3077 Hwy 70 East • Okeechobee
863-801-6702

American Owned & Operated

Wooden
items

made on
store

premises
by artist
L. Wilson

& Custom Exhaust
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LIMITED TIME ONLY!

ALL 
INSURANCE 
WELCOME

FROM 

(D6010) 

$499

(D5110, D5120)

$359
NEW DENTURES

WITH DENTURE PURCHASE

NEW PATIENTS ONLY • EXP. 9/30/2011 

(D3310)

$299
ROOT CANAL

THERAPY
NEW PATIENTS ONLY • EXP.9/30/2011

SIMPLE EXTRACTIONS

Start at $25 ea.

(D7140)

IMPLANT

NEW PATIENTS ONLY • EXP. 9/30/2011

FROM 

FROM 

DDENTAL IMPLANTS FREEFREE
DIGITAL X-RAY &
CONSULTATION

(D9310, D0330) 
EXP. 9/30/2011

Open Evenings

Emergencies

Welcome

“After my dentist of 20 years quoted me a price on an implant, I looked for a second opinion.
I had seen ads for Appearance Implants and sought out Dr. Harrouff. When I walked into the
lobby of the office the first thing I saw was a photo of the late Republican strategist Lee
Atwater, who I later learned was a childhood friend of Dr. Harrouff. As a South Carolina
Democrat I didn’t have a lot of love for Lee, he had gotten the best of me in my first campaign,
I sure as hell wasn’t too keen on letting any buddy of Lee work on me. After that first encounter,
I felt very confortable with Dr. Harrouff. The entire experience was purely first rate. From the

people who greeted me in the lobby and to the dental staff, the Appearance Implant & Laser Dentistry team
makes you feel right at home. When Dr. Harrouff got down to performing the procedure it was fast, relatively
painless and the result was just perfect. The finished implant works better than I’d expected. He provided me
with the most affordable treatment and I have been more than impressed and satisfied by the results. I have rec-
ommended Dr. Harrouff and his professional and friendly staff to many of my friends. 

Call our office to schedule your complimentary 

consultation and let our team create a beautiful smile for you!

561-741-7142 • 1888-FL-IMPLANTS

6390 W. Indiantown Road, Chasewood Plaza • Jupiter

Quality Dentistry at Affordable Prices 
All Phases of Dentistry - Implants - Full Mouth Reconstruction

Veneers/Lumineers, - Dentures - Porceelain Crowns and Bridges,
Root Canal Therapy and Sedation Dentistry 

IMPLANTOLOGY IS NOT A RECOGNIZED SPECIALTY BY THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION AND FLORIDA BOARD OF DENTISTRY. NEW TREATMENT PROGRAM ONLY. THE PATIENT

AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE OR PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR

TREATEMENT WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED OR REDUCED FEE, SERV-

ICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. 

E
m

ory
Walker Co., Inc.(863) 763-6742

Serving the Lake Area Since 1966 

A/C and Heating 

at it’s Best! 

License # 

CAC014022

CAC042747

CAC057219

208 SW 5th Ave

Okeechobee, FL

34974
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Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

Students of the Week
Central Elementary is pleased to announce the names of their very fi rst Stu-
dents of the Week for the beginning of the new school year! Congratulations 
are in order for: kindergartern students, Michalyn Salas, Makai Comfort, Pe-
nelope Van Deman, Kiersten Sales, Emma Harper, Selina Denova de Dios; 
fi rst graders, Chloe McCullers, Desel Arnolt, Autumn Melear, Casey Bon-
neau, Jolina Moreno, Maria Sotelo, Giovanni Garcia; second grade students, 
Mariah Simmons, Emily Martinez, Virginia Younger, Isabela Calvillo, Kiersten 
Kennedy, Rylann Maxwell, Maddie Williams; third grade students, Cristian 
Trejo, Julissa Sanchez, Leon Edouard, Chloe Soriano; fourth graders, Julian 
Arellano, Cole Younter, Austin Allen, Katlyn Garcia, Justin Comfort.
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www.GilbertGolfCars.com
GilbertGolfCars@Hotmail.com

315 S. Parrot Ave. Okeechobee FL 34974

(863) 763.6434

Snapper & Dolmar 
products come with a 

2 year warranty!

Scan this QR code 
with your smart 

phone to save our 
contact info directly 

to your phone!

Dolmar Handheld Equipment Snapper Mowers

SNAPPER & GOLF CARS
.

%% AAPPPRR FFINNAANNCCIINNGG FFOORR UUPP TTOO 366 MMOONNNTTHHHSS

$549

MH2556 Hedgetrimmer

PE251 Edger

PS45-14 Chainsaw

MS22 Weedeater

PB7601 Backpack Blower PB251 Handheld Blower

$339

$199

$199

$399
PS6400 Chainsaw

$449

P5105 Chainsaw

$399

$189

MS245.4 Weedeater

$249 $2,699

21hp 42in 150Z
Residential 

$6,999

26hp 52in S150x 
Commercial

$4,499

26hp 48in S50x
Commercial 

$3,199

26hp 52in 285z 
Residential 

$7,499

28hp 61in S200x 
Commercial

1500 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
863-763-7202

Monday Nights
(August 29th - October 31st)

7:00pm

Please, No
Large

Purses or
Bags

Allowed

$1.50 

admission

for everyone
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Okeechobee News/Diana Whitehall

Kiwanis meeting
The Thursday, Sept. 1, Kiwanis meeting was held at The Lodge at the Lake 
Family Restaurant. In the photo left to right are Linda Woloski, Kiwanis mem-
ber, Greg Thogersen, president and Vicki Anderson, President of the Board 
of Realtors who was the speaker. Ms. Woloski introduced Ms. Anderson as 
her speaker who talked to the Kiwanis members about the advantages of 
being a member of the Board of Realtors which was started in 1977. They 
currently have 80 members. The members receive annual education through 
webinars. There is insurance coverage available, and a disaster fund. They 
have Silent Angels who provide funds. The members are part of MLS and 
they provide a scholarship fund as well.

On Sept. 24, Americans across the coun-
try will participate in National Public Lands 
Day, the nation’s largest, single-day volun-
teer event for public lands. The event calls 
people of all ages to connect to America’s 
great outdoors and care for the country’s 
public lands. 

This year’s National Public Lands Day 
supports the efforts of Let’s Move Outside, 
a program of First Lady Michelle Obama’s 
Let’s Move! campaign. By linking parents 
to nearby parks, refuges, trails and waters, 
Let’s Move Outside promotes a healthier and 
more active lifestyle for all family members. 
The volunteer experience allows children to 
explore and enjoy the outdoors while ben-
efi tting the community. After volunteering, 
families can take advantage of the many rec-
reational opportunities on public lands. 

In 2010, 170,000 volunteers worked at 
more than 2,080 public land sites in every 
state, the District of Columbia and in many 
U.S. territories to remove trash and invasive 
plants, build trails, and plant trees and other 
native plants.

Many national wildlife refuges will invite 
volunteers to commemorate this national 
day of service by helping to clean and en-
hance refuge property. See what’s planned 
at a refuge near you by going to the website: 
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/SpecialEvents/
FWS_SpecialEvents_DisplayCategory.cfm.

National Public Lands 
Day events planned



“Your Comfort is Our Business”“Your Comfort is Our Business”“Your Comfort is Our Business”“Your Comfort is Our Business”
• Gifts• Gifts
• Accessories• Accessories
• & Much More• & Much More

863-467-2072863-467-2072
707 SW Park St. 707 SW Park St. 

OkeechobeeOkeechobee
morgansfurn.comorgansfurn.comm

lazzzboy@gmail.comlazzzboy@gmail.com

Family Owned Family Owned 
& Operated& Operated

Family Owned Family Owned 
& Operated& Operated

In HomeIn Home
Delivery AvailableDelivery Available

Auto Supply 
of Okeechobee
409 N Parrott Ave

(863) 763-3121

Fax (863) 763-6272

We have 
furniture
you want
and credit

you can
actually 

get!

512 W. North Park St.
Okeechobee

(863) 763-3823

Mon. - Fri. 9am to 6pm

Sat. 9am to 5pm

3300 NW Park St.
Okeechobee

863.763.1141

KitchenAid   Westinghouse      Whirlpool     Frigidaire

Sales • Service • Parts

Don’s
Appliance, Inc.

“Showroom Full of Major Brands”
We repair ALL Brands

Don & Linda Weir 317 WS Park St.

863-763-2220 Okeechobee

(863) 763-2666

Steve Detweiler
3585 Hwy. 441 N. • Okeechobee, FL

Offering a Variety of Haircare Products, 
Designer Jewelry &Handbags at Affordable Prices

306 SW 3rd Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Diane Prescott
Salon 863-763-2519

Cell 863-634-1257

151 NW 36th St • Okeechobee
863-467-6655

Now Open!
Daily

Specials

Krissi O’Cain
Agent/Owner

607 SW Park Street
Okeechobee, FL 34972

www.SafeguardFL.com

Phone: (863) 763-0040
Fax: (863) 763-0064

Email: krissi@safeguardfl.com

863-824-DIRT (3478)
Fax: 863-824-0273

1450 SW 86th Ave.
Okeechobee, FL 34974

darrell@compassconstructionllc.com

Darrell Hampton 
President 
License # CGC1511081

Site Development
Underground Utilities

Heavy Hauling

Tree Locators, Inc.

treelocators@aol.com

Visit our
Gift Shop!

M-F 8-5 Sat. 8-4
Appt. Available 

• Natural Stone
• Rock 
• Gravel 
• Pottery

Installations • 
Delivery • 

Plants •
Trees •

863-763-7736
16162 Hwy 441 No., Okeechobee

Supporter

“Second to None”

Commercial & Agriculture Specialist

Brandon D. Tucker
Lic. Real Estate Broker

104 NW 7th Ave., 
Okeechobee 863-763-4010

Doug Ray Sharon Ray

“All” UPHOLSTERY
Auto - Boat - Airplanes

3169 Hwy 441 South East
Right Over The Taylor Creek Bridge
Okeechobee, FL 34974 

(863) 763-4211
Mon- Thurs. 7 am - 2 pm

Elliott’s Pawn Shop
419 W S Park St • (863) 763-5553

Bookkeeping • Payroll • Notary 

2971 SW 3rdTerrace 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Dina Hampton 
Se Habla Espanol 
dina@eliteofficeservicesllc.com

Phone: 863-467-5900
Fax: 863-467-5903

Shirley’s Personal Care
Your Home Town - Home Care Agency  

Companionship, Homemaking,
Doctor Appt’s.; Medication

Management, Personal
Care/Baths, Transportation,
Assistance w/Bookkeeping 

and much more. 

COMPCOMPASASSIONASIONATE CAREGIVERSTE CAREGIVERS
(863) 467-6399License# NR30211249

PPhilip DeBerard
Injury Attorney

Let 37 Years Experience 
Work For You

www.PhilwillHelp.com
1120 S. Parrott Ave.

467-7100 888-763-4878

• Rustic & Custom Furniture
• Log Home Packages

See Our List of Unclaimed Packages!

An Emporium of Unique Home Decor
and Speciality Gifts

Holiday Inn Express Okeechobee

Reservations: 863-357-3529

Featuring:
Comfortable, Spacious Rooms • Ideal Central

Locations • Complimentary Beverage at Check-In

Come check out our transformation
to the new

We’re Still in Business

200 SW 9th St. • Okeechobee

Glenn J.Glenn J.
Sneider, LCSneider, LC

Attorney At Law

(863) 467-6570

113A South Parrott Ave, Okeechobee, FL

704 NE 2
nd

Ave • Okeechobee

Located Behind Rita’s

Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

Choice Automotive& Custom Exhaust

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

863-467-6633

Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service

• Brakes • Window Motors • Tune Ups 

• Welding • Engine Mechanics

Thank You 
Okeechobee!

Okeechobee City Marathon, Inc.
118 South Parrott Ave.

(863) 467-7989

Professional Respiratory
24 Hr. Emergency Home Oxygen
• Wheelchairs • Hospital Beds

• CPAPS • Lift Chairs
• Shower Chairs, etc. 
1020 North Parrott Ave.

(863) 763-2688

* Mobile Home Specialist

* Saturday Service at no extra charge

* Call us today for a free estimate 

Sales• Service •Installation

100% Financing Available

467-1545
www.qualityacokee.com

Lic# CAC029420

LANCE’S 
TREEHOUSE

Consignment Boutique

Mary Ann Schneider
Owner

116 East South Park Street 

Okeechobee, Florida 34974

863.467.1705 Tel/Fax

Ferrellgas is your one
stop for propane

863-763-7557
204 SW 7th Avenue

from\
OURR Family

too Yours

863-467-4733

CCoooolliinnggg  
RReeffrriiggeerraattiioonnn  
SSeerrvviicceess,,,  IInncc...  

From
the
staff
of

the
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www.midflorida.com

Federally insured by NCUA.

No tricks, no angles, no hidden fees – just a  

checking account that offers you  

everything you need –  

FOR FREE!

•   No minimum balance  
requirement

•   Free Debit Card

•   Free Debit Card Rewards

•   Free Online Banking with  
Online Bill Payment

•   Free eStatement and more!

Free Checking
$2We’ll 

pay YOU 
each 
month.2

Mobile Banking
On-The-Go

$77
Limited Time Offer

with your new 

FREE checking  

account1 

It
pays

to
bank
with

PLUS! Get a free photo debit card 
with your new checking account.

OKEECHOBEE   3261 U.S. Hwy. 441 S.

(866) 913-3733
Habla Español  (877) 834-6376

re!

dden fees – just a 

rs you

nce 

ards

with

mo

s

h 

ore!

A $5 minimum savings account is required for membership with MIDFLORIDA. Credit 
approval required.  1. Offer valid as of August 15, 2011 and may be cancelled without 
notice. To qualify for the $77 cash incentive, you must open a checking account of any 
type except Basic, RT4T or On-The-Go. $50 minimum deposit required. Anyone who 
has held a checking account with MIDFLORIDA in the past will not qualify for the $77 
incentive. To get $77 incentive you must sign up for direct deposit  (minimum $500) 
within 30 days of account opening. $77 will be  deposited to account following 
first direct deposit transaction.  2. For the account to qualify as On-The-Go Mobile 
Banking, you must  accept and open  online banking, eStatement, eNotice and 
a debit card and requires mobile banking access using an iPhone or Android 
phone. To receive the $2 per month incentive, you must complete at least 10 
debit card purchase transactions. ATM transactions will not apply. 

•  No minimum opening deposit

•  Free Photo Debit Card

•  Free Mobile Banking 

•  Free eStatement

•  Minimum 10 debit card  
transactions to earn $2

An account geared for those who live with nothing but 
a few cards in their pocket and a smartphone within 
reach at all times.  

iPhone or Android  
smartphone  

required.

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

1120 S. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

467-7100
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Awards banquet is Sept. 10

The Okeechobee County Extension Of-
fi ce is accepting enrollment applications 
for Okeechobee County 4-H Club member-
ships. Members must sign up each year in 
order to participate in the program.

This year, the county has two new 4-H 
Clubs that are not agriculture-related—a 
digital photography and video club and 
a Science club. Other 4-H clubs focus on 
projects with rabbits, small animals, swine, 
steers, dairy cattle, beef breeding cattle, 
horses and sheep. There is also marksman-
ship club and a leadership club.

Okeechobee Christian Academy will 
have a school-based 4-H club this year. It 

will be a general purpose club.
Those who wish to show a steer in the 

Okeechobee Youth Livestock Show must 
turn in their 4-H enrollment forms to the 
Okeechobee County Extension Offi ce 
by Sept. 9. The steer weigh-in is Sept. 10. 
Those who have not enrolled in 4-H before 
the steer weigh-in will not be allowed to 
participate. No late enrollments will be ac-
cepted by the Livestock Committee.

The deadline for all other 4-H Club en-
rollments is Oct. 31. However, any 4-H who 
wishes to show an animal in the Okeecho-
bee County Livestock Show in March, must 
be a member in good standing. Part of 
the criteria for that “good standing” is par-
ticipation in 4-H Club meetings. Members 
should attend the September and October 

club meetings even if they have not yet 
turned in their enrollment forms.

For more information on club meeting 
dates and times, contact the Okeechobee 
County Extension Offi ce, 863-763-6469 or 
see the web site at http://okeechobee.ifas.
ufl .edu/Okeechobee.4-H.htm. Enrollment 
forms are available on the web site.

The annual Okeechobee 4-H Founda-
tion Awards Banquet will be Saturday, 
Sept. 10 in the Okeechobee High School 
Cafeteria. The Chinese Auction will start 
at 4 p.m. Awards will start at 5 p.m. Din-
ner will be served at 6 p.m. RSVP with the 
Okeechobee County Extension Offi ce at 
863-763-3134 or go by the offi ce to pur-
chase advance tickets. Tickets are $2 per 
person in advance or $5 at the door.

4-H clubs ready for 2011-2012 year

The Okeechobee Rotary Club and 
Okeechobee Kiwanis Club are teaming up 
for a fundraiser at Stardust Lanes on Satur-
day, Oct. 1. The fi rst “shift” for the tourna-
ment will start at 10 a.m. (check in at 9 a.m.) 
The second shift of the tournament will start 
at 1 p.m. (check in at noon).

Wacky Bowl contestants will be in fi ve-
person teams. Entry is $150 per team. In ad-
dition to the money raised through team en-
try fees, the sponsors are asking all bowlers 
to collect pledges from donors. Each bowler 

who collects $50 or more in pledges (in ad-
dition to the team entry fee) will be eligible 
for the grand prize drawings.

In addition to the overall tournament, 
teams are encouraged to participate in chal-
lenge matches against other teams. For 
example, a Rotary team might challenge a 
Kiwanis team. 

Darlyn Fried, one of the tournament orga-
nizers, explained that Wacky Bowl is regular 
bowling but with some wacky entertain-
ment and silly door prizes. For example, one 

year a door prize was a case of Twinkies.
The entry fee includes a barbecued chick-

en lunch with all the trimmings.
“It’s just a fun day,” Mrs. Fried said.
The event will raise money for the Rotary 

and Kiwanis charitable projects. The Rotary 
Club plans to use the funds for local scholar-
ships and to help build a school in Haiti, Mrs. 
Fried explained.

Entry forms can be obtained from Kiwan-
is Club and Rotary Club members. Deadline 
to enter is Sept. 28.

Rotary and Kiwanis host ‘Wacky Bowl’ tournament
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For more than 30 years Raulerson Hospital has been your community 
hospital, providing quality patient care 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Many impactful changes have occurred in healthcare over that time, 
including: technological advancements in equipment and procedures, 
introduction of the HIPPA Privacy Rule and even the very pharmaceuticals 
used to treat patients’ needs, have evolved from tedious research studies 
and trials. One thing that will never change is our commitment and 
responsibility to provide you and your family with safe, quality health care 
services in a professional manner.

If you have not been to Raulerson Hospital recently for your 
medical needs, come and experience the quality patient care 

we provide everyday; because We are Raulerson!

1796 Hwy 441 North Okeechobee, FL 34972 • (863) 763-2151 • RaulersonHospital.com
For a Free Physician Referral & Healthcare Questions, Call CONSULT-A-NURSE ®  at 1-800-449-8642

To schedule an appointment contact 877-331-7027.

If h t b t R l H it l tltl f

Emergency Care Twenty-four hours, seven days a week, Emergency Room care

Some Of Our Services Available Include:

Radiology X-ray, Ultrasound, MRI, CAT Scan, and Nuclear Medicine

Rehabilitation Including Physical Therapy, Speech Therapy, & Occupational Therapy

Surgical Services Including Colon/Rectal Surgery, Ear Nose & Throat Surgery, Endoscopic Surgery, 
General Surgery, Gynecology, Orthopedic, Podiatry, Stereotactic Breast Surgery, 
TIF (for chronic heartburn), Vascular Surgery and Urology

1796 H6 Hwy 441 North OkOkeechobbeee FL 34972 • (863) 763-21-2151 • RaulersonHospitaal cl com

Raulerson Hospital will become a tobacco-free campus effective November 1, 2011. 
To sign up for a free, 8-week smoking cessation class, contact Shawn Poland at 824-2757.
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Throughout the month of September, Raul-
erson Hospital, and other HCA facilities, will 
commemorate the fi fth annual Patient-Cen-
tered Care Month. Although patients and the 
patient experience are always the priority of 
the staff at Raulerson Hospital, each Septem-
ber we promote the aspects and benefi ts of 
patient-centered care. 

Raulerson Hospital strives to educate pa-
tients and their loved ones about what to an-
ticipate from a patient-centered hospital. One 
component of the patient-centered care model 
includes empowering patients. Patients should 
be partners in their own care; they are the ex-
perts about themselves. Patients should expect 
to receive not only the highest quality of care, 
but also ample information about their treat-
ment in a language they can understand.

During Patient-Centered Care Awareness 
Month, Raulerson Hospital will be conducting 
various activities to build awareness about pa-
tient–centered care among patients and staff. 
In honor of Patient-Centered Care Awareness 
Month, Raulerson Hospital will display an of-
fi cial declaration of its commitment to the val-
ues of patient-centered care, including:

• A patient is an individual to be cared for, 
not a medical condition to be treated.

• Each patient is a unique person, with di-
verse needs.

• Each staff member is a caregiver, whose 
role is to meet the needs of each patient.

Staff will receive weekly newsletters solely 
focused on patient-centered care topics, and 

they will participate in other educational and 
awareness activities throughout the month. 
Patients will receive special patient-education 
information throughout the month. In hon-
or of Patient-Centered Care Day on Friday, 
Sept. 15, patients at Raulerson Hospital will 
receive a carnation with their lunch trays, com-
pliments of Syble’s Flowers and Gifts.

Raulerson Hospital is structured to opti-
mize patient-centered care. For example, white 
boards in each patient’s room help capture pa-
tient preferences to facilitate communication 
among day and night-shift caregivers, as well 
as the patient’s loved ones. Using the email 
patient function on Raulerson Hospital’s web-
site, loved ones can actually send encouraging 
emails to their loved one who is hospitalized. 
Emails to patients are printed and delivered 
to the patient the same day they are received. 
These are just some of the tools Raulerson 
Hospital utilizes to ensure the patient-centered 
care model is followed for all of the facility’s 
patients.

Patient-Centered Care Awareness Month is 
an international awareness-building campaign 
that occurs every October to commemorate 
the progress that has been made toward mak-
ing patient-centered care a reality and to build 
momentum for further progress through edu-
cation and collaboration. Raulerson Hospital is 
celebrating it in September, since we will be 
celebrating Breast Cancer Awareness Month in 
October. 

This column was provided by Raulerson 
Hospital.

Raulerson Hospital recognizes 
Patient-Centered Care Month



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Alcohol and money will take center stage 
at Tuesday night’s city council meeting. 

Councilmen are scheduled to vote on 
whether or not to allow restaurants in the 
city to serve mixed drinks and hard liquor 
on Sunday afternoons. The issue of beer 
and wine in Flagler Park for special occa-
sions is probably a dead issue since attorney 
Michael Hamrick, co-trustee of the Hamrick 
Trust that owns the park, expressed disap-
proval of the idea. 

Both issues brought out citizens and busi-
ness owners to the last city council meeting 
to express their views. Most of the views ex-
pressed were against expanding the sale of 
alcoholic beverages on Sunday or allowing 
beer and wine in the park. 

The council will also hold the fi rst public 
hearing on the proposed budget and millage 
rate. The council will consider a millage rate 
of 7.7432, which might cause some city prop-

erty owners to see a lower tax bill than last 
year. That millage rate, taking into consider-
ation decreasing property values and new 
construction, is designed to bring in to the 
city 2.03 percent less than last years millage 
rate. One mil equals $1 in property taxes for 
every $1,000 of assesses value. The city has a 
much smaller budget than the county and in 
recent years there has been less controversy 
over the city budget than the county. 

Under the proposed budget city em-
ployees would see a 1.5 percent increase in 
their paychecks. The total proposed budget 
is $5,238,924, a 0.7 percent decrease from 
the present budget. The proposed millage 

rate will generate $1,747,752. The differ-
ence between that amount and the budget 
total will be made up from other revenue 
sources such as permit fees, fi nes and for-
feitures, and the city’s share of various state 
taxes plus $363,585 to be transferred from 
reserves.

A second public hearing before adoption 
of the budget will probably be held on Sept. 
20. 

Turning to other business, the mayor is 
scheduled to recognize police chief Denny 
Davis for 25 years’ service to the city and 
Councilman Dowling Watford will be giving 
an update regarding the Treasure Cost Re-
gional League of Cities. 
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Do-it-yourself publishing at Newszap.com

Wedding, engagement, birth, 
graduation, birthday

and anniversary
announcements 

in print and online! 

Publish your community news 
item or press release.

Get 100 words and one photo 
for only $25

Visit www.newszap.com, click on 
your community, and then on the link

for Publish Your News

GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Full Service Coin Laundromat.
Established business for 13 years in
same location. Huebsch Machines in
excellent condition. Everything goes
including cash registers, folding tables,
scales, top loaders, dryers, 25-50lbs
machines. 1300 SF of space that is
leased for $1500 per month on a new
5 year lease. Located in the Treasure

Island section of Okeechobee close to Lake Okeechobee and surrounding
RV Parks and Mobile Home Parks. Approx. 5 Miles east of US 441 and SR
78 on 441 SE/Hwy. 98 S. 18% Rate of Return on Investment. 

$250,000. 
Call Brandon for more information. (772) 201-8722.

104 NW 7
th

Ave. 

Okeechobee

863-763-4010

or 

888-874-2945

fxvÉÇw àÉ aÉÇx
Service
Integrity 

Experience

Lic. RE Broker

Auctioneer # AU2579.

BUYER BROKERAGE
CO. OF OKEECHOBEE

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

(863) 801-9497 CELL

ALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY  

BUYERS 
$ MONEY!

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISERREALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997
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City council to hold budget hearing

In today’s job tough job market, com-
puter skills are needed for every career. 
The Offi ce Skills Administration program 
at Indian River State College enables stu-
dents to proceed at their own pace, with a 
fl exible schedule, at seven Treasure Coast 
locations.

Scholarships are available and students 
can attend at times most convenient for 
them. 

Students can specialize in general, 
medical or legal administration. The Ad-
ministrative Assistant program develops a 
broad foundation of knowledge and skills 
in offi ce procedures, production of qual-
ity work and advanced business software 
applications. Students in the Medical Ad-
ministrative program gain skills specifi c to 
the medical environment, including tran-

scription of medical documents and the 
use of computerized patient billing. The 
Legal Administrative program focuses on 
decision-making skills, legal terminology, 
and performance of duties required in a 
law offi ce.

The programs are offered in day and 
evening hours at locations in St. Lucie, Indi-
an River, Martin and Okeechobee counties. 
Locations include the IRSC Main Campus 
in Fort Pierce, Chastain Campus in Stuart, 
Mueller Campus in Vero Beach, St. Lucie 
West Campus in Port St. Lucie, Dixon Hen-
dry Campus in Okeechobee, Blackburn 
Educational Building in Fort Pierce and 
Whispering Pines Community Center in 
Fellsmere.

For more information, call IRSC toll-free 
at 1-866-792-IRSC.

IRSC has offi ce administration program

If you go ...
What: Okeechobee City Council
When: 6 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 6
Where: City Council Chambers, 
Okeechobee City Hall, 55 S.E. Third 
Ave.
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Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave.
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NN EE WW   LL II SS TT II NN GG 5015-H: Dixie Ranch
Est 3 bdrm 2 bath
concrete blk home at
the of the cul-de-sac
on 2 lots..one lot has
fence yard, concrete
drive, back screen
porch. $84,000 MLS
#204757

• FORECLOSURE Buildable Lots in Oaks at
Okeechobee total of 5 sites each $8,900 Make Offer
• 50.4+/-ACRES SR 710 MLS #204068
• Viking 6 acres $20,000 (Owner Finance a possibility)

• FORECLOSURE Viking 1.25 acre $3,400 or better
offer.  MLS #205025
• LOT (50X142.5) S.W. addition $7,000 MLS #205081

3004-H: King’s Bay
home, enclosed
back porch and
screened front
porch, garage,
appliance stay.
Easy to show.
$54,000 
MLS #205168

3003-H: King’s Bay
home wood floors,
screened porch,
concrete driveway.
Easy to show.
$54,000 
MLS #205169

5018-M: Pine Ridge
Park 3/2   det 2 car
garage with loft for
storage, 2 drive-
ways. Very well
maintained. Close
to the convenience
store. 
MLS #204938

5024-M: Fixer
u p p e r - M o b i l e
home on 4.93+/-
acres. Needs work.
Bassinger just off
700 A. $62,000
MLS #205138

3000-M: Treasure
Island 3 bedroom 2
bath DW MH. All dou-
ble pane windows
and sliding glass
door. Two carport, 2
sheds, screened rm,
back porch. $58,900
MLS #205163

NN EE WW   LL II SS TT II NN GG

Okeechobee 

Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com
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Okeechobee Livestock Market Report
August 29-30, 2011

Cows 
Breaking 62.00 66.00
Cutter 55.00 62.00

Bulls
1000-1500 79.00 83.00
1500-2000 79.00 84.00

 Monday Tuesday
Calves 652 1222
Cows 265 223
Str 20 5
Hfrs 5 16
Bulls 36 12
Yrlngs 84 8
Mix 21 8
Total 1083 1494

Med #1 Steers Hfrs
200-250 180-195 140-155
250-300 170-190 130-140
300-350 155-175 125-135
350-400 135-145 166-123
400-450 121-130 109-116
450-500 115-124 108-115
550-600 113-121 -

Med #2  Steers Hfrs
200-250 150-175 125-137
250-300 140-160 115-128
300-350  130-150 108-123
350-400  115-131 108-118
400-450  110-120 105-115

I guess we may be hitting 
the “summer slump.” Cows 
and bulls were off $2-4. Light-
er weight calves were fairly 
steady but heavier calves 
were off $3-5! Still dry in Tex-
as. Economy’s wishy washy. 
Lots of uncertainties so con-
sidering all that—prices ain’t 
too bad!! W5 Ranch topped 
the calf market with a high 
of $2, bought by Bomhak, 
McDaniel Ranch topped the 
cow market with a high of 
$70, bought by Central.

See ya next week,
Todd

Florida Agriculture Commissioner Adam 
Putnam has announced plans for the 2011 
Florida Energy Summit, which will be held 
Oct. 26-28, in Orlando. Commissioner Put-
nam made the announcement during a visit 
to the Florida Solar Energy Center in Cocoa, 
where he explored the research and devel-
opment of energy technologies to advance 
the production of biomass, hydrogen, fuel 
cell and solar energy. 

“The Florida Energy Summit will advance 
the expansion of the production of renew-
able energy in Florida by bringing together 
leaders in energy development, agricul-
ture production, government, academic 
research, technology and fi nance,” said 
Commissioner Putnam. “By taking a more 
comprehensive look at prospective energy 
resources, we will gain a better understand-
ing of Florida’s energy potential to not only 
capture, but also capitalize on the rich re-
sources available.”

The Florida Energy Summit, a three-day 
conference hosted by the Florida Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(DACS) at Rosen Shingle Creek in Orlando, 
will bring bright minds from across the state 
and around the nation to discuss the latest 
advancements in energy conservation and 

the future of renewable energy in Florida. 
Visit www.fl oridaenergysummit.com to 
learn more information about registration, 
sponsorship opportunities and hotel reser-
vations.

The summit replaces the Farm to Fuel 
Summit, an annual event hosted by DACS 
since 2006 for the exchange of ideas among 
agriculture and biofuel industries. During 
the 2011 Legislative Session, the Florida Leg-
islature transferred the responsibilities of the 
Florida Energy and Climate Commission to 
DACS, creating the Department’s Offi ce of 
Energy. With this addition, DACS is expand-
ing its role in the energy sector to encom-
pass not only agricultural based fuels, but 
also all renewable energy and conservation 
activities.

The primary duties of the Offi ce of En-
ergy are to administer any state and federal 
energy incentive programs, to promote the 
development and use of renewable energy 
resources, to promote energy conservation 
in all energy sectors and to provide assis-
tance to other state agencies, counties, mu-
nicipalities and regional planning agencies 
to further and promote their energy plan-
ning activities.

Putnam announces 
Florida Energy Summit



Absolute Auction
Okeechobee real estate at . . .

Saturday, September 10th
10 a.m.:  Commerical Site on Hwy. 98

Auction held on 38th Avenue:
3010 SE 38th Ave.

16803 NW 256th St.

2266 Hwy. 98

All sold to the highest bidder, 
regardless of  price!

(772) 219-8448
www.elliotpaul.com

H
ighw

ay 98 Airport

11 a.m.: Two residential 
parcels in Okeechobee

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad careful-
ly the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect inser-
tion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes respon-
sibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsi-
bility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classi-
fied categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Auctions Auctions

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Estate Sale

*AUCTION*
Saturday - September 10th 9:00 am
5855 SE 80th Trail(Pioneer Estates)

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Follow the Signs

Estate Sale - Lillian Billings
Antiques, Many Collectibles such as Dolls, Music 
Boxes, Bells, Stemware, Dishes, Baseball Caps, 

Pocket Knives, Holiday Christmas Villages, 
Holiday Decorations, 5 Ft. Talking Santa, 

Furniture, Appliances, Sewing Machine, Tools, 
30’ Aluminum Handicap Ramp, Scooter and Lift for 

Vehicle (used only once), and Much More!!
Auction Supporter - Abundant Blessings Assembly 

of God Men’s Group.
For Information-call Dawn Billings at 863-634-3200  

                             

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

Front Desk - Computer 
exp. needed.  Health-
care exp and bilingual 
pref’d.  Competitive 

salary & excl benefi ts.   
Fax resume to 

(863) 357-2991 or apply 
at Dr. Fred Brown Chil-
dren’s Health Center, 
2015 Highway 441 

North, Okeechobee, FL. 
e-mail hr@fchcinc.org  

EOE/DFWP.

Maintenance/
Housekeeping - 

needed full time. Experi-
ence required with mi-
nor electrical repairs, 
plumbing and house-

keeping as well as lead-
ership skills.  Bilingual 
Spanish/English pre-
ferred. Competitive 

salary & excel. Benefi ts.  
Fax resume to 

(863) 763-5920 or apply 
at Florida Community 

Health Centers, 1100 N. 
Parrott Ave., Okeecho-
bee, FL hr@fchcinc.org  

EOE/DFWP.

Estate Sale

Employment
Full Time

MANAGER Wanted for
pecan orchard in
Albany, Georgia.  

Farming experience
required preferably

orange grove.
SEND RESUME TO:
The Graham Farms,

P. O. Box 1108,
Moore Haven, FL  33471

Employment
Medical

LPN - Must have cur-
rent FL LPN License. 
Looking for strong cus-
tomer relations skills 
and cultural sensitivity.  
Bilingual Spanish/Eng-
lish preferred.  Excellent 
benefi ts.  Fax resume to 
(863) 357-2991 or apply 
at Dr. Fred Brown Chil-
dren’s Health Center, 
2015 US Highway 441 
North., Okeechobee, FL. 
EOE/DFWP. e-mail 
hr@fchcinc.org

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Employment
Medical

We have immediate openings
for the following positions:

To complete an online 

application, please visit

www.raulersonhospital.com

or you may come to 

Human Resources, Raulerson Hospital,

96 Hwy. 441 N, Okeechobee, FL

We offer competitive wages 

& excellent benefits

• RN’s: F/T, P/T, PRN

• Pharmacist: F/T

• Pharmacy Tech: F/T, P/T

• Ultrasound Tech: F/T, PRN

• Case Manager: PRN

• Occupational Therapist: PRN

• Occupational Therapy 

Assistant: PRN

• Physical Therapist: PRN

• Radiology Tech: PRN

• HIM-FT, ED Coder/EM: 

Assignment

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Employment
Medical

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Employment
Part Time

BECOME AN EGG 
DONOR

A loving couple seeks a 
caring woman to give 

the gift of life by 
becoming an egg donor.

Qualifactions: 
* Must be between the 

age of 20 to 
30 years old.

* Alcohol/Drug Free
* Non-Smoker

* Healthy weight
 You will receive up to 
$6000.00 compensa-
tion for travel  and 

time away from work.
Please call Sharon at 

(561)368-5220 for 
more information.

Part-time position 
available working with 
Medicaid eligible preg-
nant women. Respon-
sibilities: explain 
benefi ts, accessing care 
and community servic-
es. Qualifi cations: 
strong communication 
skills, ability to work in-
dependently,computer 
skills,reliable transporta-
tion, some weekend 
and/or evening hours, 
bi-lingual preferred. AA 
degree or HS diploma 
required. Please send 
your resume to Healthy 
Start Coalition, Inc., 
P.O. Box 2560, Okee-
chobee, FL 34973 or 
Fax to 863-462-5878.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

16 Okeechobee News September 4, 2011

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Your new car could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Reading a newspaper provides
the opportunity to get involved

in your community.
No wonder newspaper 

readers are more popular!

READING A
NEWSPAPER
HELPS YOU
UNDERSTAND
THE WORLD
AROUND YOU.



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING 
& HAULING

Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Golf Clubs/
Equipment

EZ - GO Golf Cart 
New Batteries, 

Runs Good 
Call 863-634-7454 

for more information

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

2 BD/1BA Duplex in 
town & 2 BD/1BA in 
Kings Bay. No Pets! 

First, Last and Security. 
$550.00/mo. 

Call 863-634-2820

AFFORDABLE APART.
IN TOWN

2BR/1.5 Bath
1 Block north of Walmart

 Carpet/Tile All 
Appliances,W/D on 

each fl oor, 
Clean/Newly Painted 
Call 863-763-8878

    $600 mo.,$300 Sec.

BEAUTIFUL 2 Bedroom 
CBS, Large kitchen, 
new carpet, screen 
room, utility room. $700 
mo. includes water, 
lawn and garbage. 
(863)467-2784

Beautiful Samantha’s 
Garden Apartments 

2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  
Call (863)634-5780 or 

(863)467-9250

LG. CLEAN APT in town 
- 2/2, w/d, lawn maint 
included, $750 + $300 
sec.  (863) 634-3572

Oak Lake Apartments, 
2BR, 1.5BA, 2 story, 
fenced patio, washer, 
dryer, very clean. $650 
fi rst, last, and $500 sec. 
(863)634-3312 or 
634-3313.

Commercial
Property

FOR SALE OR LEASE
1574 Sq. Ft. offi ce bldg.

@ 210 NE 3rd Ave.
Call 863-763-0295

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

CONDOS 2/1 fully fur-
nished downstairs, w/ 
utilities $875. mo., sea-
sonal rates available.  
Washer, Dryer, pool & 
dock.  863-634-0663

KINGS BAY - 2br, 1ba, 
W/D, very clean, tile 
fl oors $575 + sec. 
(863)763-2414

OKEECHOBEE - 2 Bdrm 
Duplex Unfurnished in 
the City w/New Carpet 
$575 mo plus sec. 
863-634-8331

Houses - Rent

2 Bed/1Bath Between 
Okeechobee and 

Indiantown on Tommy 
Clements Street. 5 
Acres w/pond and 

fenced $790 a month.
Call 772-260-3068

Houses - Rent

3/2 CBS in town with 
fenced in yard. $950 
p/mo. First, last & se-
curity. 863-634-7725.

3/2/1 Kings Bay, CBS, 
pool, pet ok $850 mo.

1/2 Cottage at the Lake 
dock, pet ok $900 mo.

2/1.5/1 TCI, CBS, 
fenced, dock, boat-
house, screen patio, 
pet ok $700 mo.

2/1 remodeled, Gator 
Park $550 mo.

3/2/1 Newer home, 
quiet area off 15A, pet 
ok $900 mo.

3/2 in town, fenced, 
screen patio, shed, pet 
ok $800 mo.

Big Lake Real Estate
Sena Treadway
863-697-3207

Adorable Cottage 
Large 2BR/1BA.

 Tiled shower/ fl oors. 
Ceiling fans & Crown 
molding. City water, 
laundry fac. & play 
ground. $650 mo. 
plus sec. Utilities 

NOT included. Non 
smoking & No Pets. 
Call 561-797-0246.

AFFORDABLE - New 
Houses, 3/1/1 = $900,  
3/2/2 = $1200, Large 
yards. Bring pets. Ja-
cuzzi tub included. Call  
561-723-2226

FT.DRUM RANCH, 1BR, 
on 4 acre lot, $600 mo. 
+ $600 dep. Call  
734-637-2697

INDIAN HAMMOCK 
House on 2.5 acres 3/2 
equine friendly. Horse 
Barn. $1400/mo 
(863)467-0831.

Large 2BR 
Home on water in 
Treasure Island.

$650/mo. + deposit 
(863)467-1308.

OKEE - 3/2, $598 mo. 
or 2/1, $459 mo. 
Beautiful ranch setting 
located 12 miles N.E. of  
town. Water, Lawn, 
pest,  and trash incl. 
Pasture avail. Recently 
remodeled. Move in 
special. Mon-Fri.  
863-467-9800. No Pets.

OKEECHOBEE - Large 
4/2 home, $1000/mo  
small deposit required. 
(863)447-0566

OKEECHOBEE 4br, 2ba, 
tile throughout, $800 
mo. & up. 1st & sec. 
moves you in. 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Roommate

FEMALE ROOMMATE
Brand New Apts. 

Your own furnished 
Studio apt. Private 

entrance with Cable, 
A/C, HS Internet 

provided. $100/wk 
$200 to move in.

Call (863)801-8278

Vacation Rentals

Choose from 2/2 or 1/1 
Beautifully furnished 
rentals located at River 
Bluff Fishing Resort on 
the Kissimmee River.  
With or without utilities. 
Call today, You’ll think 
your on vaca-
tion!(863)467-4317

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

Owner Financing- 3 
bdrm 2 bath house on 1 
acre $3,500.00 down 
$931.42 a month. 
2bdrm/1bath house 
$2,500.00 down 
$731.83 a month. Call 
Beverley 863-634-2820

TREASURE ISLAND
LARGE 4BR, 2BA, CBS 
house on the water.   
$159,000 
TREASURE ISLAND
LARGE 3BR, 2BA Dblwide 
w/screened pool, many 
upgrades, on the water. 
$149,000 or will lease for 
$1200 mo. 
NW 5th STREET
LARGE 3BR, 1BA, CBS 
house, new ceramic tile 
through out. $99,000 or 
will lease for $800 mo. 
Call 863-634-9119

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

1 Bedroom Trailer 
 $350 monthly or 
$100 per week. 
$550 to move in 

Call 863-634-8954. 

2Bed/1Ba 
Mobile Home located in

a nice park $400 monthly
Call 812-989-3022

3/2 Large Double 
Wide, Metal Roof, Free 
Well Water, Safe 
Neighborhood. $525 
mo., 1st and Last Call 
863-801-1739

Ft Drum - 1.5BR 1BA  
trailer for rent on 4 acres. 
$450/mo. + $450 dep. 
Call (734)637-2697.

Mobile Home
Rent

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2 BR, 2 BA, 
C/Air. $500 mo. No 
pets. Yearly lease plus 
sec. (863)763-4031

MINT CONDITION
3-2 Double Wide 

built in 05
$625.00 a month

1st and last.  
Four Seasons

Call Steve 
863-801-1739

NEWLY REMODELED -  
Available Immediately 
2BR/2BA Double Wide 
Stove Frig. $675 mo. 
(863)634-8885

RIVER ACRES 
2BR/1.5BA, Single, on 

Kissimmee River, 
$600/mo. + sec. &

electric. Yearly lease. 
(863)634-8885

TREASURE ISLAND 3/2 
large yard, new carpet. 
Lawn service $675. mo. 
No pets. BHR 4/2 
w/fenced yard & lawn 
service, $675 mo.  Sec. 
dep.req. 863-634-0663

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

Mobile Home Sale

Palm Harbor Homes
Cash for Clunkers

$5K for Your Used Mobile 
Home - Any Condition

 800-622-2832  ext. 210

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

Notice of Meeting
Okeechobee County Construction Industry

Licensing Board

The Okeechobee County Construction Industry Licensing Board will hold a 
public meeting on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 at 3:30 P.M.  The public 
meeting will be held at the Okeechobee County Health Department Auditori-
um, located at the 1728 N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida.  For more 
information, contact Faye Huffman at the Planning and Development Depart-
ment, 1700 N.W. 9th Ave., Suite A, Okeechobee, Florida 34972; 
(863) 824-3001.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public 
meeting.  Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Licensing Board 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made and that the record in-
cludes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will be based.  
Planning and Development tapes are for the sole purpose of backup for offi -
cial record of the Department.

Faye Huffman, Secretary to Board
Okeechobee County 
Construction Industry Licensing Board
396681 ON 9/4/2011

Public Notice Public Notice

NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE
COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT 
WILL HOLD A MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2011 AT 9:00 
A.M. AT 17429 NW 242ND STREET, OKEECHOBEE, FL. 34972 (FIELD OF-
FICE). A COPY OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED UPON RE-
QUEST FROM THE UNDERSIGNED. IF ANY PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL 
ANY DECISION MADE BY THE BOARD WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER 
CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING; THAT PERSON WILL NEED A RECORD OF 
THE PRECEEDINGS AND FOR SUCH PURPOSES THAT PERSON MAY NEED 
TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, WHICH IN-
CLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO 
BE BASED, IS MADE. ANY PERSON WISHING TO SPEAK AT THE MEETING 
MUST HAVE THEIR NAME AND TOPIC PLACED ON THE AGENDA ONE WEEK 
BEFORE THE DATE OF THE MEETING. ALL PROPERTY OWNERS WITHIN 
THE DISTRICT ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PER-
SONS NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION OR AN INTERPRETER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE PRECEEDINGS SHOULD CONTACT THE DISTRICT’S 
OFFICE BY CALLING (863)763-4601 AT LEAST TWO (2) DAYS PRIOR TO 
THE DATE OF THE MEETING.
NOTICE: COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT HAS AN ONGOING AQUAT-
IC SPRAYING PROGRAM, DISTRICT WIDE.

THE 2011-2012 BUDGET WILL BE ADDRESSED AND VOTED ON.

WILLARD M. BYARS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
17429 NW 242ND STREET
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
(863)763-4601 OR (863)634-3166
396417 ON 9/4/2011
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READING A
NEWSPAPER
HELPS YOU GET
INVOLVED IN THE
COMMUNITY.

No wonder newspaper 
readers have more fun!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

• Family Owned & Operated Since 1978• Family Owned & Operated Since 1978
• We Service All Brands• We Service All Brands
• 1 Year Guarantee on Replacement Parts• 1 Year Guarantee on Replacement Parts
• 24/7 Emergency Service• 24/7 Emergency Service
• FREE Estimates & Second Opinions • FREE Estimates & Second Opinions 
 on Equipment Replacements on Equipment Replacements
• Senior Citizen Discounts• Senior Citizen Discounts

FPL
PARTICIPATING
INDEPENDENT
CONTRACTOR
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Adrian Minondo and Al Morris scored 
touchdowns but it wasn’t enough as a stub-
born Okeechobee football team lost their 
regular season opener 23-12 to Gulliver-
PrepHigh School on Friday night at Brahman 
stadium.

After a rough fi rst quarter, Okeechobee  
High School’s football team got itself back 
on the right foot and played toe to toe to the 
tough private school from Miami. Okeecho-
bee had 16 fi rst downs on offense, failed to 
turn the ball over, and rushed for 145 yards 
as a team.

Gulliver Prep scored 13 points in the fi rst 
nine minutes of the game and appeared to 
be headed toward an easy win.  After an ill 
fated fourth down attempt by Okeechobee 
at the Brahman 28 yard line, Gulliver Prep 
scored quickly on a 22 yard touchdown run 
by Bo Ellis, who ran for 110 yards in the 
game.  

Max Grigio, who grabbed seven passes 
for 105 yards, caught a 17 yard touchdown 
pass to cap a short 39 yard drive, six minutes 
later to apparently put Gulliver in control.

Grigio, who also played quarterback and 
place kicker in the game, said his true love is 
to play receiver.

“I love to play receiver because it’s fun.  I 
have played quarterback my whole life and 
my sophomore year played receiver and fell 
in love with it,” he said.

Grigio said the team was intense and 

played hard and came up against a qual-
ity opponent in Okeechobee. “There are a 
few plays we want back but we’ll correct 
that next week.  Overall I think we did pretty 
well.”

Okeechobee responded with an aggres-
sive defense that got them back into the 
game.  Okeechobee had one chance to 
score in the fi rst half as they drove 64 yards 
in nine plays to reach the Raiders three yard 
line.  From there the Raider defense held, 
stuffi ng three Brahman run plays.  A fi eld 
goal attempt went awry due to a bad snap 
and Okeechobee trailed 13-0 at halftime.

Okeechobee drove 57 yards in 10 plays 
in the third quarter to get into the game.  
Inspired runs by Elijawon Williams, and 
Ty’Ronte Files led to a short touchdown run 
by Minondo to make it 13-6.

Gulliver responded with an 87 yard drive 
to score a touchdown thanks to a 38 yard 
pass from QB Dalton Easton, (15-21, 211 
yards) to Eddie Toledo.  Gulliver added a 36 
yard fi eld goal by Grigio in the fourth quarter 
to make it 23-6.

Okeechobee wouldn’t quit as they moved 
the ball 76 yards in nine plays to score with 
two minutes left on a pass from Washing-
ton to Al Morris.  Gulliver Prep inexplica-
bly didn’t run the clock out and fumbled 
at midfi eld with 1:30 left in the game and 
Okeechobee moved the ball to the Gulliver 
10 yard line with: 50 seconds left thanks to a 
penalty and a 23 yard pass from Washington 
to Eddie Neal.

Okeechobee’s last chance ended on an 
interception by T.J. Reeves.

Gulliver Prep Head Coach Earl Sims said 
his team is always happy with a win but was 
affected by a couple of injuries and a lack 
of practice time due to inclement weather 
in Miami.

“It was kind of sloppy on both sides of 
the ball but I feel we executed our plays ear-
ly on.  We have a lot of work to do but the 
fi rst game ended in a win,” he added.

Both teams had some big plays called 
back by penalty.  A 56 yard pass from 
Washington to Morris was called back by a 
holding call in the fi rst quarter.   Cornelius 
Floyd had a passed defense for Gulliver and 
Jackson Huggett had a QB sack.  Defensive 
End Stacy Thomas constantly pressured the 
Brahman QB.  

Jose Garcia had a tackle behind the line 
of scrimmage for Okeechobee. Washington 
knocked away a pass in the third quarter 
for Okeechobee with a lunging effort.  Seth 
Hedrick and Will Jackson combined to stop 
Easton for a four yard sack in the fourth 
quarter.  Thor Harden added a QB sack for 
Okeechobee.

The Brahman Junior Varsity squad lost to 
Clewiston 30-6 on Thursday night.  They will 
host St. Lucie West Centennial this Tuesday 
night at 6 pm at Brahman stadium.  The var-
sity will host Arcadia Desoto on Friday night 
at 7 pm.

Gulliver Prep               13          0      7           3-----23
Okeechobee  0          0           6        6-----12

How they scored;
First Quarter
Gulliver Prep: Ellis 22 yard run.  (Grigio kick)  7-0.   
9:31.
Grigio 17 yard pass from Easton (kick failed)  13-0.  
3:08.
Second Quarter -- No scoring
Third Quarter
Okeechobee: Minondo two yard run.  (Run failed)  13-6.  
4:03.
Gulliver Prep: Toledo 38 yard pass from Easton (Kurzner 
kick)  20-6. 0:20.
Fourth Quarter
Gulliver Prep: Grigio 36 yard fi eld goal.  23-6.   6:25.
Okeechobee: Morris nine yard pass from Washington.  
(Pass failed)  23-12.  1:35.
Team Statistics                Okeechobee         Gulliver 
Prep
First Downs                                16                          11
Third Downs                            3-13                         2-8
Penalties                                  6-60                     14-95
Rushing yards                          145                        117
Passing yards                           137                        211
Punts                                     3-103                       3-73
Punt returns                              0-0                       1-16
Kick returns                             3-85                       2-11
Interceptions                             0-0                        1-0
Fumbles/lost                              0-0                        4-1
Individual Statistics
Okeechobee         Att       Comp      YDS     TD        INT
D.J Washington     26            7          137         1          1
Passing
Rushing               No.      Yds        Avg        Lg        TDS
D.J. Washington   15        42          2.5         17            0
Ty’Ronte Files       10        48          4.8         14            0
Elijawon Williams   6         48          8.0         20            0
Adrian Minondo     7         23          3.3          13           1
Cade Stokes          1          -6         -6.0          -6           0
Raul Piedra            1        -10         -10.0      -10           0
Totals                    40       145          3.6         20           1 
Receiving            No.        Yds        Avg        Lg          TD
Ty’Ronte Files       2           45         22.5        30            0
Will Jackson         1            18        18.0         18           0
Al Morris               2            35         17.5        26           1
Eddie Neal           2            39         19.5        23           0

OHS Brahmans fall to Gulliver Prep, 23-12



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

More Okeechobee High School students 
took the ACT test in 2011 and the district’s 
composite score improved, according to re-
cently released data by the Florida Depart-
ment of Education.

While scores improved across the state 
on the ACT college entrance exam, nearly 3 
in 10 recent graduates failed to meet a single 
benchmark that predicts they are ready for 
college courses.

The state report said 44 percent of OHS 
students who took the ACT were ready for 
college English, 31 percent college algebra, 
34 percent social science, 17 percent biol-
ogy and 15 percent were ready for all four 
subjects.

Okeechobee scores remained the same 
in English, 17.3, improved to 19.1 in math, 
dropped to 18.7 in reading, and rose to 18.4 
in science.

Okeechobee’s composite score of 18.5 
was well below the state average of 19.6. In 
2008 the OHS scores were slightly above the 
state average of 19.9.

Superintendent Ken Kenworthy said he 
felt the scores were headed in the right di-
rection because the district improved in sev-
eral areas and the composite scores. “Unfor-
tunately we are not at the state average this 
year. We have a lot more students taking the 
ACT than ever before because they can use 
that as a waiver to get out from having to 
pass the FCAT to graduate.”

Two hundred and eleven OHS students 
took ACT in 2011, which is almost double 
the number of students who took the test in 
2007.

Mr. Kenworthy said some lower perform-
ing students who would have never taken 
the ACT in the past have begun to take the 
test to graduate. He said it does expose the 
students to a greater challenge and some-
thing new and that is good for their educa-
tion.

“We have seen a positive growth but we 
have a little ways to go to meet the state av-
erage,” he added.

Mr. Kenworthy said the district has done 
a good job getting students into college and 
that the higher level students have continued 

to do well on the ACT in the past few years.
The ACT consists of curriculum based 

tests of educational development in Eng-
lish, mathematics, reading and science and 
is designed to measure the skills needed for 
success in fi rst year college coursework. A 
benchmark score is the minimum score 
needed on an ACT subject area test to indi-
cate a 50 percent chance of obtaining a B or 
higher or a 75 percent chance of obtaining a 
C or higher in the corresponding credit bear-
ing college course.

The state report said 28 percent of Florida 
students didn’t score high enough to meet 
any of the ACT standards for college success 
and would need remedial college work to 
catch up.
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Mr. Loris Asmussen of Okeechobee 
is proud to announce the engage-
ment of his daughter Savannah Kylie 

Asmussen to Tyler Wade Rhodes the son of 
Wade Rhodes of Branford, Florida & Pam 
Rhodes of Okeechobee. The bride to be is also 
the daughter of the (late) Angela Asmussen. 
Savannah is a graduate of Okeechobee High 
School. She is a full time student at IRSC. Her 
fiance Tyler also graduated from Okeechobee 
High School. He is enlisted in the U.S.Army. The 
ceremony will take place in October of this year.

TYLER RHODES

ENGAGEMENT

SAVANNAH ASMUSSEN &

Rhonda and 
Jason Gillis 
married on 

June 4, 2011 in 
Okeechobee, FL, 
among their closet 
friends and family

JASON GILLIS

WEDDING

RHONDA &
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Congratulations and Many More,
 

HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY  TO

HENRY AND SONDRA SILLS

THEY WERE WED SEPTEMBER 2, 1961
AT SONDRA’S HOME IN 

PHILADELPHIA, MS.

WE LOVE YOU,
GLEN, TRACY, HUNTER AND LAUREN

SHARON AND ALEX

HENRY SILLS

ANNIVERSARY

SONDRA SILLS

More Okeechobee students take the ACT test

Special to the Okeechobee News/Danielle Hultberg

Backpacks donated
On Tuesday, Aug. 16, students from the IRSC Dixon-Hendry campus Practi-
cal Nurse program donated 21 backpacks fi lled with school supplies as well 
as four bags of children’s clothing to My Aunt’s House, a local organization 
that provides assistance to families in need. In photo left to right: Danielle 
Hultberg, Tory Bauman, Ashley Baron-Mullin and Mary Otumfuo.
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Hours: 

Mon- Fri 7:30 am - 7:00 pm

Sat 8 am to 5 pm4224 Hwy 441 S. Okeechobee, FL
863-357-0500

www.okeechobeedodgechryslerjeep.com

Terry
Miller  

Asst.

Service

Manager

WE HAVE 4
TRANSMISSION

TECHS!

John 
Deel
Service 

Manager

YOUR
COMPLETE

AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIR

SHOP

“We Service, Repair, Rebuild or Replace all Makes and Models”
Transmissions - Diesel Engines
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