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Keeping cool ...
Jarren Hall found a way to cool off in the early July heat.  He and his classmates at Step-
ping Stone Academy spent Friday afternoon, July 2 playing on a water slide. For more 
photos, see Page 18.

Students learn to 
recycle        ... Page 5

Abuse has long-term 
effects on children 
and their families
                    ... Page 3

Fireworks were not 
always part of July 4

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

When the Fourth of July is 
mentioned, many people think of 
fi reworks. However, swimming 
in Lake Okeechobee and eating 
watermelon seems to be more of 
a Fourth of July tradition than fi re-
works in Okeechobee.

Dozier Clements, 82, does not 
recall any fi reworks in his younger 
days. While he does not remem-
ber any tradition his family had for 
observing the Fourth, he said that 
some families may have had pic-
nics and swam in the lake at Taylor 
Creek. He said there was a sandbar 
at the mouth of the creek before 
the lock and dike were built where 
people used to swim. He said alli-
gators did not seem to be as much 
of a problem as they are now. He 
also said there was a rodeo in Ar-
cadia on the Fourth of July that 
some people attended.

Betty Chandler Williamson, 
president of the Okeechobee His-
torical Society remembers the 
Fourth of July because of a “wa-
termelon ceremony.” Her family 
of eight would gather around the 
kitchen table that was covered with 
newspapers. Her father would cut 
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Raye Deusinger

Kiwanis guest
Willie Johns, center, was guest speaker at the July 1, Kiwanis meeting. He 
recounted Seminole history and covered language, culture and traditions in 
a very interesting way. Welcoming him were Steve Porter, left, and Kiwanis 
President Jim Vensel, right.

American Drilling Services, Inc. will be accepting donations of new or gently used 
shoes for school aged children in the community. The shoes can be dropped off at Amer-
ican Drilling Services, Inc. located at 405 S.W. Second Street or call Sarah at 863-763-3221 
if you need someone to pick them up. All of the shoes will be given away on a fi rst come, 
fi rst served basis on August 21 at the Back to School Bash at the Okeechobee Agri-Civic 
Center.

Shoe drive asks for gently worn shoes



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

(Editor’s Note: The persons being in-
terviewed in this story are speaking in 
general terms and are not referring to, 
or speaking about, any specifi c person 
or case.)

When a child becomes a victim of sexual 
abuse, they may need years of counseling to 
cope with the embarrassment and humili-
ation but one thing is constant—that child 
needs the support of their family.

“It has to be real support—not just lip 
support,” said Gary Pettit, the vice president 
and chief operating offi cer for the Hibiscus 
Children’s Center. “The child’s already feeling 
guilt because they think they let it happen to 
themselves. They must get services early on. If 
they get treatment early on, they usually have 
a good prognosis. The real key is family sup-
port.”

According to Connie Delgiudice, the clini-
cal director of the family safety and awareness 
program with the Hibiscus Children’s Center, 
the effects of being sexually violated can be 
devastating for a youngster.

“They develop all kinds of emotional prob-
lems, including post traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD),” she said. “If left untreated, they can 
go into more severe problems.”

Those problems can range from having 
discipline problems in school to suicide.

What about when the perpetrator is also 
a juvenile?

Ms. Delgiudice said child-on-child sexual 
abuse has been going on for years and is 
something that has always been there. But, 
for whatever reason, this type of abuse has 
been kept in the dark until recent years.

“Child-on-child sexual abuse is something 
more people are taking very, very seriously 
because of the devastating effects on the 
victims,” she said. “There was a recent case 
where a boy hung himself after being sexually 
abused.”

She went on to explain that children and 
adults react differently to abuse. While adults 
will talk to a counselor or doctor about it, a 
child will re-enact to what happened and 
will show the professional what happened 
through their behavior.

“The younger they are, the more the re-
enactment,” she said.

While there are some victims who can 
deal with the abuse mentally, that percentage 
is small. However, said Ms. Delgiudice, there 
is one common denominator to coping with 
abuse—a family that’s very supportive.

The family, she continued, must rally be-
hind the child, believe the child and support 
the child in every way. Also, it’s important 
that the family not overshadow the child and 
make it their problem and not the child’s.

Ms. Delgiudice, a Florida clinical sexologist 
and licensed mental health counselor, said 
besides the obvious behavioral problems a 
young victim may suffer intrusive thoughts—
thinking about the abuse when they don’t 
want to—and avoidance.

“Sexual abuse to someone’s 
child is a lifelong event.”

Connie Delgiudine 
licensed mental health counselor

“Anytime a child displays avoidance be-
havior, that is a sign of a more serious disor-
der like PTSD,” she said. “They avoid anything 
that reminds them, or any type of trigger that 
reminds them of the abuse.”

But no matter, said Mr. Pettit, the abuse 
should not remain hidden.

“Some people grow up, have never been 
treated for it and have led perfectly normal 
lives. Some people can cope with it better than 
others. It varies from child to child,” he said. 
“But no matter what the abuse, it’s something 
that has to be addressed. The kids feel guilty 
in some ways ... You have to see what their 
baseline was before, and what it is now.”

Both Mr. Pettit and Ms. Delgiudice agreed 
that abuse causes different problems for boys 
than girls. For boys, the guilt often runs more 
deeply when they are abused by another boy.

“With boys, the anger is greater,” said Mr. 
Pettit. “With sex abuse, it’s about power and 
control. I would think the anger the boy might 
feel would cause him to look to power con-
trol issues with other children.”

Ms. Delgiudice said studies show that boys 
act out more than girls after being sexually 
abused.

“Boys feel more guilty and ask themselves 
if they are heterosexual. They take it more dif-
ferently,” she said.

And the effects of the abuse aren’t felt by 
the child alone.

“The parents go through a range of emo-
tion,” said Ms. Delgiudice. “Sexual abuse to 
someone’s child is a lifelong event. It’s very 
common for parents to go through all rang-
es of emotion. Some will display anger, and 
some will not want to say anything and let the 
abuser get away with it.”

Some common signs victims of abuse 
might show include: suddenly acting differ-
ently; suddenly they don’t want to sleep in 
their room; suddenly they don’t want you to 
give them a bath; nightmares; and, becoming 
more secretive.

The one thing parents must remember is 
to communicate with their child.

“Always keep an open line of communica-
tion with your child,” offered Ms. Delgiudice. 
“Find the time when your child is more prone 
to talk at a point in the day, then use that time 
to talk to the child. They will talk to you if they 
feel safe.”

And the fi nal advice for parents—get help.
Often times families won’t seek profes-

sional help because they don’t want the vic-
tim to be retraumatized by going to a therapist 
and bringing the experience up all over again. 
Seek out an experienced therapist because 
they can go through the therapy without 
bringing up the trauma, said Ms. Delgiudice.

“They (victims) really need to get assess-
ment and testing from an experienced coun-
selor. Otherwise, that counselor can do more 
harm than good,” she said. “At Hibiscus, that’s 
our mission. We have programs specifi cally 
for that.”
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Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50
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G
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OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.
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 Martha’s House provides assistance and 
shelter to survivors of domestic, sexual 
and dating violence and victims of other 
violent crimes in Okeechobee County. Ms. 
Sandoval, Legal Advocate, has worked in 
the outreach offi ce at Martha’s House for 
almost 4 years and is experienced and 
trained to help survivors who are in need 
of help with legal issues as of a result of 
violence. She works closely with con-
tracted attorney Elizabeth Maxwell who 
represents Martha’s House clients seek-
ing injunctions of protection. Her daily 
agenda includes safety planning with, and 
counseling survivors. She accompanies 
them to court and various other appoint-
ments. She also aids survivors in applying 
for fi nancial assistance and victim’s com-
pensation.  She provides immigration sup-
port, and makes referrals.  
 Ms. Sandoval facilitates a Spanish-speak-
ing, weekly support program developed 
specifi cally to meet the needs of women 
dealing with, or affected by domestic vio-
lence and abusive relationships. 
 When asked why she does it, Ms. San-
doval stated, “I enjoy helping people! I be-
lieve that domestic violence is a problem 
in our area.  Unfortunately it is under-re-
ported, as a result there are many families 
living in distress. I would like to reach out 
to survivors of domestic violence and let 
them know that Martha’s House is here to 
help. My goal is to help women feel sup-
ported and empowered. Many women 
choose to remain in their homes and 
work on their relationships; at Martha’s 

House we give them the tools to help 
them through it. The best part is that we 
provide services without cost to the fami-
lies who we are here to serve.” Ms. San-
doval added that Martha’s House serves 
male survivors of domestic violence on 
an outreach basis. Those fl eeing relation-
ships are checked into hotel rooms until 
suitable arrangements can be made. 
 A survivor had this to say about Ms. San-
doval: “My son and I spent 30 days in the 
shelter. Despite it being a scary situation in 
my life, I will always remember Legal Ad-
vocate Maggie Sandoval and Shelter Man-
ger Irene Luck.  Maggie’s patience, deter-
mination and emotional support made 
all the difference. Maggie has strength 
and shares it with people who are going 
through hard times in their lives.” 
 Victims of domestic, sexual or dating 
violence and human traffi cking fi nd sup-
port and assistance at Martha’s House. Ms. 
Sandoval, along with the other caring ad-
vocates, at Martha’s House is here to help 
through times of need. Anyone in need of 
assistance, seeking further information, or 
want to help in the fi ght against domestic 
violence, may contact Martha’s House’s 
outreach offi ce at 863-763-2893. Those in 
need of immediate assistance may call 
the 24 hour hotline at 863-763-0202. The 
vision of Martha’s House is to have homes 
without violence and Ms. Sandoval is 
working hard to achieve this goal.

Martha’s House and Maggie Sandoval: making 
a difference in the lives of victims of crime

Th is Space 
Sponsored 

By:

Family support key in coping with sexual abuse

Shattered childhood:Shattered childhood: 
SecondSecond in a series on in a series on
juvenile sex offendersjuvenile sex offenders



Flag ceremony
• Each and every American needs to 

support past, present and future members 
of the armed forces. The fl ag burning cer-
emony is our American Flag and represents, 
among other things, freedom. This freedom 
came at a cost. It is out of respect and pride 
for my nation and all that protect it that I at-
tended this amazing service. I was very sad-
dened that other Americans did not attend. 
This event was in the Okeechobee News 
and was held at 6:30 p.m. I thought that the 
attendance would have been overwhelm-
ing. What a disappointment! The Boy Scouts 
and the few members of the American Le-
gion were outstanding. The other few spec-
tators, I applaud you. When 9/11 occurred, 
Americans came together as a nation, where 
is the patriotism now?

Town Hall meeting
• Has the county ever tried using a con-

tractor to handle new grants? The contractor 
is paid a percentage of the grants he or she 
researches, fi nds, obtains and manages. If he 
or she does not successfully land any grants, 
he or she receives nothing. Grant writing is 
diffi cult and it is probably not very effi cient 
to have a salaried person doing that because 
you have to pay them even if they don’t land 
any grants.

Alligator attack
• This time of year they are on the move 

looking for a mate and will travel long dis-
tances. We do not live near any water that 
we know of and several years ago we had 
a 7 foot gator in our front yard. Had to call 
the sheriff ’s department as Fish and Game 
would not come out and do anything. Be-
cause Fish and Game would not come out a 
trapper was called and the gator was killed 
for it’s hide and meat.

• According to the FWC web site, FWC 
offi cers do not attempt to catch or move al-
ligators. They just call the trappers. The trap-
pers do not get any pay from the state. Their 
pay is the gator’s hide and meat. So taking 
care of the alligator problem is not funded 
by tax dollars. FWC says they can’t just re-
locate a gator because gators are very ter-
ritorial, and if you drop a new gator into a 
wildlife area, the resident gators will attack 
it and usually either the new gator is killed 
or it kills one of the resident gators. There 
are more than 1 million alligators in Florida 
and all of the wildlife areas are pretty much 
at capacity for the number of alligators they 
can support. Of course the same thing hap-
pens when alligators move around looking 
for mates. If they enter other alligators’ terri-
tory, there could be a fi ght.

• Look how dangerous these animals 
can be. Remember when that kid got his 
arm bit off by the gator in Nubbin Slough? 
We should be free to kill them whenever we 
want.

• In all fairness, the kid who had his al-
ligator bitten off at Nubbin Slough knew the 
alligators were in the water and jumped in 
anyway. That was asking for trouble. That is 
their territory and he was invading it, know-
ing there were big gators there. They are 
dangerous, but they are native to Florida so 
you learn how to live with them. One thing 
you need to know is do not walk a dog near 
water or let your dog swim in the water. The 
alligators are native and belong there. The 
dog does not.

Alligator out on a walk
• About a week ago I came across an 
alligator walking along the sidewalk across 
from the high school. It turned into the 
pond there. I reported this to an offi cer over 
at the school and he promised to relay the 
message to the proper authorities. This was 
no small gator. Today, I pulled my vehicle 
into the road area by the entrance of the 
parkway because I saw a man in his trunk 
with his dog wet with water and a ball in its 
mouth, so proud of it. I told him about the 
gator in the pond. No problem to him, his 
dog was able to take care of himself. Well, 
I am an animal person and love my dogs. I 
hope the gator is not there anymore. He was 
bigger than the culverts there. I worry that 
nothing was done about this. If not, I’m so 
very sorry. 

Budget defi cit
• All the departments need to be stream-

lined from the top, to the bottom. Here they 
go now with the MSTU, which they will im-
plement, bet your bottom tax dollar on that.

• Waste Management has a contract with 
the county from some years ago in which 
they agreed to give the county 100 acres. 
They are now offering to make good with 
100 acres which they will buy or the county 
can instead take $1.5 million, which is what 
they would have to spend on this particular 
100 acres. I can’t believe the county commis-
sion is even considering choosing the land. 
Not only does the county not need the 100 
acres for anything in particular, but it would 
take it off the tax rolls. We need to get a big 
group in the audience like at a game show 
and shout “TAKE THE MONEY!” Not all of 
the commissioners are in favor of taking 
the land. As far as I know Commissioners 
Domer and Hoover were not in favor of the 
land but wanted to take the money.

• In regard to the budget, fi rst they need 
to bite the bullet and approve the full fi re 
assessment. Last year, they put that off and 
took the money out of the reserves to cover 
the bills. They can’t dip into the shrinking re-
serves again this year. So just go ahead with 
the assessment and accept that some people 
will complain. Then, streamline the county 
government, get rid of any positions that 
are not essential and check into outsourc-
ing things like payroll processing and using 
contractors for items such as grant writing. 
At least check to see what the difference in 
price would be. Or perhaps technology can 
help. With the right computer program, one 
person can do the job that used to take two 
or three. If there is a more cost effi cient way 
to get things done, do it.

• I don’t want to race to my phone to 
call 911 when someone is breaking into my 
home or a family member needs rescue and 
be put on hold because they made cut backs 
in dispatch. I don’t want to be standing in 
front of my home to show the police where 
to go, and have to stand there for 30 minutes 
because some offi cers were laid off when 
other more obvious cuts could be made. I 
want to know if God forbid my child is in 
an accident, that every attempt was made 
to help her. I have and will always vote for 
higher taxes for police/fi re rescue as long as 
I know that it is needed. You can’t put a dol-
lar amount on this type of service, just ask 
the two widows of the Tampa police offi cers 
that were killed yesterday.

• Until we get the constitutional offi cers 
to realize they work for the taxpayers it is the
same old, same old. The sheriff scares ev-
eryone with his claims that he needs all the
money he asks for or crime will be rampant,
the EMS and fi re department say they won’t
be able to do their jobs. All the surrounding
counties have bit the bullet and let people
go. Okeechobee County seems to think we
cannot spend ourselves into bankruptcy,
Think again. 

MSTU
• I keep reading about the cuts at the 

Sheriff ’s Offi ce and some really good replies
in support of the 
Sheriff. I would 
just like to say 
that I don’t hear 
much about the 
Offi cer’s work-
ing in the Jail. If 
you would just 
take a moment 
and think about 
this, when 
those people 

report to work they spend 12 hours dealing
with more inmates charged or convicted of
felonies in one shift than the Road Patrol
Deputies see in a lifetime of doing their job.

• The corrections offi cers do deserve 
credit for their diffi cult jobs to be sure. But
the number of corrections offi cers is prob-
ably mandated by state law as to how many
offi cers you need per so many numbers of
inmates, so I don’t think the county can just
cut back on their numbers. And while their
job is by no means easy, at least in the jail
you already know what you are dealing with
and aside from what they can make out of
a toothbrush or something like that, they
aren’t armed. The deputies’ job is more dan-
gerous because they never know who will
be dangerous or what kind of weapon they
might have. The most dangerous cases that
deputies handle are often things like domes-
tic disputes and traffi c stops because you
never know when someone is going to just
pull out a gun and start shooting. A deputy
gets between a man and a wife who have
been fi ghting and before you know it, both
the man and the wife are attacking the dep-
uty. Or a deputy goes up to a driver at a traf-
fi c stop because the guy ran a red light, and
the driver thinks the deputy knows of other
crimes he committed and pulls a gun.
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Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!



Central Elementary 
goes Green

Mrs. Fulleda’s fourth grade students at 
Central Elementary School started a project 
at the beginning of the school year to bring 
awareness for the need to recycle in our 
school and community. The project started 
on Nov. 15, 2009 National Recycle Day, stu-
dents brought in a project made out of re-
cycled material and wrote an essay on why 
we should recycle to help our planet.

On Jan. 25, 2010 Mrs. Lopez’ third grade 
students and Mrs. Fulleda’s fourth grade 
students were awarded the Okeechobee 
Landfi ll Mini-Grant. The grant provided the 
students an opportunity to go on a fi eld trip 
to the Okeechobee Landfi ll. The purpose of 
the fi eld trip was to build learning through 
“real world experiences.” The students were 
allowed to see the actual process of trash 
collection, and see the large amount of recy-
clable waste that is fi lling our landfi ll.

Students created a school wide aware-
ness campaign. They created posters, fi lmed 
a video, and wrote articles in the classroom 
paper in English and Spanish. They also, 
made landfi ll models, and invited all of 
Central’s faculty, staff and students to sign a 
pledge to help “Central Go Green.”

With the grant, awarded students were 
also given a recycle bin to take home. The 
purpose is for them to recycle paper and 
bring it to the school recycle dumpster. This 
will not only help their school, but also teach 
the students that they can make a difference 
in their community.

I want to thank Okeechobee Waste Man-

agement for welcoming us to their facilities, 
and for an educational and fun fi eld trip.

I also want to thank Mrs. Lopez’ students 
for joining Mrs. Fulleda’s class on this jour-
ney.

A special thank you to all of my students 
for their hard work in making this project 
possible: Zayon Alderman, Sierra Brydebell, 
Daniel Fulleda, Victor Gaona, Megan Har-
graves, Shaun Hood, Abbey Jones, Taylor 
Jordan, Beatriz Perez, Jose Ramirez, Mckay-
la Skinner, Hailey Spearow, Danielle Speck, 

Hunter Strickland, Luis Terrazas, Sally Tijeri-
na, and Emma Van Camp.

The students learned that they can make 
a positive impact on their environment. We 
hope that you will join us not only to help 
“Central Go Green,” but also our city of 
“Okeechobee.”

“Yes We Can” – “Si Se Puede”
Mrs. Fulleda, 4th Grade Teacher
B.A.S.E. program (Bilingual Academy of 

Spanish and English)

To friends of the 
Okeechobee KOA

The generosity of businesses and our lo-
cal community of great people continue to 
amaze me. The 7th Annual “Good Habits—
Old Spirits” Putt-Putt Golf Tournament broke 
yet another record for KOA Care Camps. 
This year you raised $23,975.58 in a variety 
of ways, which included the annual min-
iature golf tournament held on Memorial 
Day at Okeechobee KOA. The committee’s 
goal was to top last year’s total; last year’s 
record was shattered by nearly $4,000! Your 
phenomenal donations, auction prizes, sup-
port and fund raising efforts are a testament 
to your dedication to this very special cause 
and very special children.

Children’s cancer camps are designed to 
meet the special needs of children enduring 
the physical and emotional challenges of 
this horrible disease. Your donation allows 
a memorable summer camp experience 
for these special children. Each year about 
5,000 children with cancer are helped by 
KOA Care Camps. Since it began in 1984, 

KOA Care Camps has grown from an initial 
distribution of $8,000 to six camps to the 
$242,000 that was distributed to 43 camps 
in 2009.

The great people of Okeechobee are con-
siderable contributors to this cause. Some 
of our children from Okeechobee have en-
joyed the camping experience at Florida’s 
R.O.C.K. camp. Our local American Cancer 
Society administers childhood cancer pro-
grams like R.O.C.K. camp which stands for 
Reaching Out to Cancer Kids.

Just think of the smiles you help put on 
children’s faces!

Thank you for your spirit of giving. Take 
pride in this amazing accomplishment and 
the signifi cant impact it has on young people 
fi ghting cancer. You are truly great people.

Wendy Woodman, General Manager
Okeechobee KOA
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Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

ACCIDENT LAW OFFICES OF

1120 S. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

467-7100
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Lotteries
Florida Lottery —  Here are the num-

bers selected Thursday  in the Florida Lottery: 
Cash 3: 5-1-4; Play 4: 4-9-2-4; Fantasy 5: 
7-11-24-25-33; Mega Money: 7-11-22-40 MB 
4; Florida Lotto: 5-9-12-17-31-46 X 4; Pow-
erball: 6-38-43-47-48 PB 27 x5. Numbers 
drawn PM, Cash 3: 2-9-4; Play 4: 2-8-6-0.

Independence Day: Showers and thun-
derstorms likely, mainly after noon. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 90. Calm wind be-
coming east southeast between 5 and 10 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Tonight: A 30 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms before midnight. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 73. East 
southeast wind around 5 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Monday: A 50 percent chance of show-

ers and thunderstorms after noon. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 91. South southeast 
wind around 5 mph. 

Monday Night: A 40 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 74. East southeast wind 
around 5 mph. 

Tuesday: A 40 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 89. Southeast wind around 5 mph. 

Tuesday Night: A 20 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 72. East southeast wind 
around 5 mph.

Okeechobee Forecast

By Robyn Spradlin
The Vineyard

Have you ever looked at photographs that 
were out of focus? Even being slightly out of 
focus can distort the entire image. Working in 
a photo lab, I see pictures with quite the focal 
range on a daily basis. Some have only minor 
focus issues, while others are skewed beyond 
recognition of the focal point. For photos to be 
quality prints and of lasting value, focus is a 
must. The focal point of a photograph equals 
a writer’s main character in a novel or play. It’s 
what you see or focus on at the center.

Focus in our spiritual life is just as essential 
as it is for the writer or the photographer. Our 
lives refl ect our focus. If our focus point is the 
evening news, the Dow Jones, unemployment 
rates, the latest new hit movie or television pro-
gram, or even the supermarket tabloids, those 
things will be crisp, clear and concise, and just 
like it is with fi lm or paper processing, the im-
age will imprint on your spirit. However, if the 
Word of God is our focal point, then its image 
will be imprinted upon our spirits just as crisp, 
clear and concise as the other images.

We can see Jesus dealt with this same 
problem in His ministry, take a look at Philip 
and Andrew in John 6:1-14. They were focus-
ing on what they did not possess, concern 
about what wasn’t available. They forgot that 
Jesus was with them and He was asking for 
their cooperation. Jesus knew what He was 

going to do before He asked anyone anything, 
before the little boy’s lunch was presented 
(vs. 6). Before anyone’s involvement, His fo-
cus was on the supply and its’ manifestation. 
We can see Jesus ends up with too much, an 
over abundance of leftovers after 500 men had 
eaten, not counting women and children.

According to Genesis 1:28 mankind as a 
whole was created in God’s image. In Jesus’ 
life and ministry He said He did only what the 
Father said and what He had seen the Father 
do. His entire focal point was the Words of His 
Father and Jesus was also created in the im-
age of His Father. My question is this, if Jesus 
operated in this manner, focusing on the sup-
ply, abundance and manifestation in the face 
of abject lack, how should we respond in our 
daily lives? What should our focus be? Is He 
not our example?

I can hear some saying, “but that was Je-
sus...” True, it was Jesus, but does not this 
same Jesus dwell within us? If you cannot 
answer a hearty “Yes,” then you can change 
your status by asking Jesus into your heart to-
day, receiving Him as Savior and Lord. Now, 
we are all ready to focus on the words of our 
Heavenly Father and bringing them into crisp, 
clarity and we will watch our lives take on the 
image of the Father’s words, just like Jesus 
did! I’ll leave you with food for thought. Ask 
yourself, what am I focusing on? Is my life a 
crisp, clear photograph or skewed by being 
out of focus? 

Refl ections from the pulpit

Letters to the editor

Special to the Okeechobee News/CES
Students participating in the program 
were each given their own recycle bin 
reminding them to “Go Green” at home. 
In the back row are: Victor Gaona, Me-
gan Hargraves, Hailey Spearow, Dan-
ielle Speck, Mckayla Skinner, Hunter 
Stickland and Shaun Hood. In the 
middle row are: Zayon Alderman, Sally 
Tijerina, Taylor Jordan, Abbey Jones, 
Daniel Fulleda, and Jose Ramirez and 
in the front row are: Sierra Brydebell, 
Beatriz Perez, and Luis Terrazas.

Special to the Okeechobee News/KOA
Jay Johnson was the winner of the 
Seventh Annual Putt Putt fundraiser.



Redneck Yacht Club plans 
benefi t on Tuesday, July 6

The Redneck Yacht Club will hold their 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, July 6 at 6 
p.m., at Butch’s backyard bar. They will 
discuss a benefi t they plan to host in July 
to help Rick Krnotch, a local musician. Rick 
had heart surgery and needs our help to pay 
hospital expenses. Anyone who knows Rick 
and would like to help with this benefi t is 
encouraged to attend. Hope to see you all 
there. For questions, call Dot at 863-763-
8262.

Habitat for Humanity 
meeting changed for July 6

Location of Habitat for Humanity of 
Okeechobee’s Monthly Meeting has been 
changed to Hampton Inn meeting room. 
The next meeting will be held on July 6, at 
Hampton Inn 1200 S.R. 70 East at 6:00pm, 
refreshments will be served.

Red Cross plans July Health 
and Safety classes in July

The Okeechobee Service Center of the 
American Red Cross will hold the following 
Health & Safety classes in July:

• Wednesday, July 7 - First Aid Basics at 
6 p.m.

• Monday, July 12 - Adult CPR/AED at 6 
p.m.

• Thursday, July 22 - Infant/Child CPR/
AED at 6 p.m. 

All classes are held at their Service Cen-
ter, located at 323 N. Parrott Ave. To register, 
or for more information call 863-763-2488.

Summer ‘Teen Dance 
Party’ set for July 10

Another great night is planned for local 
teens at the next Teen Dance Party set for 
Saturday, July 10, from 7 until 10 p.m. at the 
Okeechobee Freshman Campus. Live music 
will be presented by DP Productions. The 
cost for the dance is just $7 per person and 
admission includes pizza, soda and chips! 
All proceeds will benefi t the Real Life Chil-
dren’s Ranch.

Nutritional class to be held
A CRA nutritional analysis class will be 

held Monday, July 12 at 5:30 p.m. at Doug-
las Chiropractic and Fitness Center. The class 
will be taught by Dr. Edward Douglas. This is 
free to the community. For more informa-
tion, call 863-763-4320.

Hospice to host Special Yard 
Sale  July 15 and 16

Hospice of Okeechobee (411 SE Fourth 
Street) will hold a Gigantic Yard Sale on 
Thursday, July 15 and Friday, July 16, 
from 8 a.m. until noon. Specialty Items This 
Sale: children’s play clothes. We have new 
items galore offered at extremely reasonable 
prices. Funds raised will benefi t patient care, 
including services at The Hamrick Home. If 
you wish to donate items to the Yard Sale, 
drop off times are weekdays between 8 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. For information call 863-467-
2321.

Benefi t for School Crossing 
Guard Alice Sippert

Join us on July 17 at 11 a.m. at the Amer-
ican Legion for a pork dinner, live music and 
auction to help Alice Sippert out. Alice has 
suffered an illness that left her unable to 
work. Hospital stays, doctors and no medi-
cal insurance fi nds her with bills that keep 
piling up. The pork dinner is $8. Auctioneer, 
Jeff Osborne at 1 p.m. Now accepting cash 
or donations for auction. Call Jeff at 863-634-
7389; Danny at 863-697-0127; or Bruce at 
863-634-4652.

Freedom Outreach Fishing 
Tournaments July 25

The Freedom Outreach Fishing Tourna-
ments will be held on July 25 and Aug. 29. 
The $80 cash entry fee for each tournament 
in the series includes the Big Fish Pot and 
the Classic Fund, with a 70 percent payback. 
The fi nal event, the Classic, will be held Sept. 
26. To qualify for the classic, you must have 
fi shed at least four events since spring. The 
classic will be a one-day event with a $120 
cash entry fee. All tournaments are held at 
Scott Driver park from safe light until 2 p.m. 
with Taylor Creek as the alternate in case of 
low water. Please register early. To get an 
entry application or for questions, call 863-
634-3790 or 863-634-9889.

Collaborative Council 
meeting set for July 27

The next meeting of the Community 

Collaborative Council, a part of the Shared 

Services Network of Okeechobee, will be 

Tuesday, July 27, at 10 a.m. in the board 

room of the School Board Offi ce. It is open 

to the public. The purpose of the meeting is 

to allow the community to identify issues re-

garding services for children and their fami-

lies. Guest speakers: Lynn Vidulich, Foster 

Grandparent Program and Candace Pope, 

Okeechobee County Health Dept. - S.W.A.T. 

Please remember to support our back-to-

school supply drive with your donations (fi -

nancial and/or supplies) through the month 

of July. Call Sharon Vinson at 863-462-5000, 

Ex. 257 with any questions.

Tantie Quilters to meet at 
Historical Museum

The “Tantie Quilters” will have the Histor-

ical Museum open on several dates during 

July and August. It will be open on Thursday, 

July 29. August meeting dates are Thursday, 

Aug. 5 and Aug. 26. The hours are 9 a.m. – 

1:30 p.m. Call Betty Williamson at 863-763-

6226 with questions.

Community Events
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Dawn Lynn Johnston
OKEECHOBEE — Dawn Lynn Johnston, age 

38, died June 30, 2010, in Okeechobee, Florida. 
Dawn was employed as a counselor with G4S 

Youth Development Facility in Okeechobee.
Her main interests in life included rearing her 

three children, dancing and swimming.
She is survived by her husband, Mark John-

ston; two sons, Mark Johnston, Jr. and Charles 
Johnston; and daughter Michaela Johnston, all 
of Port St. Lucie, Florida.

In addition, she is survived by her mother and 
step-father Colleen (Fred) Heitmann, of Okee-
chobee; father Melvin (Mary) Solarczyk of Nash-
ville, Tennessee; and one brother, Joseph John 
(Amy) Solarczyk of Bradford, Pennsylvania.

A celebration of life will be held, Monday, July 
5, 2010, at Abundant Blessings Church Sanctu-
ary, at 11:00 AM with Pastor John Hirst, of 
Peace Lutheran Church offi ciating. 

The family requests casual attire. A reception 
will take place following the ceremony in the 
Fellowship Hall.

All arrangements are under the care and direc-
tion of Matthew and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Sea-
winds Funeral Home & Crematory, 4550 
Highway 441 N., Okeechobee, Florida.

SAME FAMILY ~ NEW NAME ~ NEW LOCATION 
SERVING THE OKEECHOBEE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS 

24 Hour Service - 7 days - By Family

BURIAL ~ CREMATION 
SHIPPING ~ MONUMENTS

All Pre-arrangements Honored 
From Other Establishments

863-357 SAVE (7283)
Fax 863-357-3696

4550 Hwy 441 North, Okeechobee 
(Abundant Blessings Church) Paul M. Buxton L.F.D. ~Marilyn A. Buxton

~Matthew P. Buxton, L.F.D.

Obituaries
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Gordie Peer display at 
local library

Gordie Peer, former western fi lm stunt-

man, Wild West entertainer, and local 

rancher, will display his extensive collec-

tion of cowboy and western fi lm memo-

rabilia the month of July at the Okeecho-

bee County Library, 206 S.W. 16th Street. 

The display runs from now through July 

31. The Library will reopen after the long 

weekend on Tuesday, July 6 at 9:30 a.m. 

Call the library at 863-763-3536 for more 

information.



An Okeechobee woman was arrested 
June 1, on felony charges on child abuse/
neglect (failture to protect.) Ashley Nichole 
Lawson, 20, of Northwest Ninth, was ar-
rested by Detective Rosemary Farless.

According to the detective’s report, Law-
son is accused of neglecting her three year 
old daughter. She is accused of allowing 
marijuana to be smoked in the little girl’s 
presence. She is also accused of refusing to 
take the child to the doctor to check on al-
legations that the girl had been molested, 
and with continuing to leave the child alone 
with her alleged molester after the allega-
tions were reported to her.

According to the report, a woman who 
rented a room to Lawson told deputies that 
Lawson had smoked marijuana in the room 

with her daughter and 
that she left the girl with 
babysitters for days at a 
time. When her regular 
babysitter was not avail-
able, the little girl was re-
portedly left with anyone 
the mother could fi nd. 

The deputies inter-
viewed the regular babysitter who also 
made allegations that Lawson allowed the 
little girl to be around people smoking mari-
juana. She also stated the little girl told her 
she had been sexually abused, and that she 
had reported this to the mother and asked 
the mother to take the girl to the doctor. She 
stated the mother did not take the child to 
the doctor and continued to leave the girl 

alone with the man the girl named as her 
abuser.

When deputies arrived at Lawson’s resi-
dence, she was not at home. A neighbor in 
the apartment next door came out and ex-
plained the little girl was with her. When the 
deputies asked the neighbor for a contact 
number she said she did not have a contact 
number for Lawson and had only known 
her two days. The neighbor agreed to bring 
the child to the sheriff ’s offi ce. Once at the 
offi ce, the neighbor said Lawson had called 
her and would meet them at the sheriff ’s 
offi ce. Detective Farless noted the little girl 
had dark circles under her eyes and smelled 
of being dirty.

The report states that when Lawson 
arrived at the sheriff ’s offi ce, she was in-

terviewed by the detective and deputies. 
Lawson told deputies she did not know 
the last name of the person she had left her 
daughter with, saying that the woman was 
her friend’s cousin, “and if the friend trusts 
her then so does she.”

According to the report, Lawson admit-
ted knowing about the sexual abuse allega-
tions for six weeks. “When I asked Lawson 
why she had not taken her daughter to the 
doctor to be checked or called law enforce-
ment, she said she did not know,” the re-
port continues. The child was released to 
her paternal grandmother and was to be 
taken for a medical exam.

Mother faces charges of failing to protect child
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Tree Locators, Inc.

- Plants 
-Trees
- Natural Stone
- Decorative Gravel

- Manufactured Stone
- Design 
- Installation
- Full Garden Center

“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”

863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730 
treelocators@aol.com

16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Flooring • Cabinets • Counter Tops • Blinds

513 SW Park Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 763-7131

Call a PRO

SStinnett,, Inc.
RReess iiddeenntt ii aa lll &&& CCoommmmeerrcc iiaa ll •• Painting

• Walll Coverings
• Pressuree Cleaning

•• SanddBlasting

Serving Okeechobee Since 1969

Lic. #1406-01

•• Painting
• Walll Coverings

• Pressuree Cleaning
•• SanddBlasting

Stinnett,, Inc.

(863)763-5251 (863)634-0614

Leonard Upthegrove ï 26 Years Experience

Quality Small Engine Repair at Reasonable PricesQuality Small Engine Repair at Reasonable Prices

863.357.3600863.357.3600
210 SW 7th Ave ï Okeechobee
(Behind Morganís Furniture) ï Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured

JJ&&LL
Lawn Equipment Repair, LLCLawn Equipment Repair, LLC

Shutters &
Gutters, Inc.

Professional
Installation of

Storm Shutters &
Seamless Rain

Gutters

863.763.5650
Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured Lic. #765

3565 Hwy 441 N., Okeechobee 

We Buy
Junk Cars

M&M Auto Brokers, Inc.
Buy Here! Pay Here! 

We’ll work with you!

Cars starting at 
$700 down

See Mitch (863) 763-0330

JUAN CORTEZ 
Manager 

3389 U.S. Hwy. 441 So.
Okeechobee, FL
manager033@buddyrents.com

Appliances • TV • Furniture

UP TO 
Office: (863) 357-3301 Fax: (863) 357-2804

American Drilling
Services, Inc. 

✯
✯

✯
✯

❑Pool Supplies &
Chemicals Available

✩

✩
✩

405 SW 2nd St. Okeechobee

(863) 763-3221

Hurricane Shutters 
Aluminum Seamless Guttering 

Licensed & Insured
Lic.#SCC-131150201

1677  S.W. 8th St. 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

~All Size Jobs ~

Since 1999

Office:  (863) 763-7704
Mobile: (863) 634-7125

fessional

This space can

be yours

Call 

863-763-3134

Okeechobee 
Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.
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Ashley 
Lawson

An Okeechobee man was arrested July 1 
on capital sexual battery on a four-year-old 
child.

Robert Powell, 27, was accused of sex-
ual battery on a four-year-old. According 
to the report, Powell, who is unemployed 
and homeless, was staying with the child’s 
parents at the time. The alleged incidents 
reportedly occurred at night while the little 
girl’s parents were asleep.

The alleged abuse was reported to law 
enforcement after the little girl spent the 

night at the home of a family friend. The 
friend noticed the girl touching herself in a 
sexual manner and questioned her about it. 
When the child told her how the man had  
reportedly touched her and what he had 
done to her, the friend reported it to the par-
ents. The parents and the friend brought the 
child to the sheriff ’s offi ce.

According to the report, the child told in-
vestigators that Powell had molested her, and 
described what happened with details that a 
young child would not normally know. 

The parents reported that they did not 
suspect anything until the 
friend told them what the 
girl told her. After learning 
of the alleged abuse, how-
ever, they recalled Powell 
had been voluntarily doing 
the laundry even before 
there was a full load, and 
that he had been launder-
ing the sheets from the 
child’s bed frequently.

Man faces charges of capital sexual battery

Robert
Powell



Special to the Okeechobee News/OKMS
“Seacoast National Rocks” was the word from the staff of Seacoast National 
Bank and Okeechobee Main Street during the June 17, mixer. 
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Okeechobee Cancer Center
Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Dr. Krimsley 
graduated from
Yale University

and trained at New
York University
Medical Center.

Alan S. Krimsley, M.D.
Dr. Woody graduated
from the University of
Florida and trained at
University Hospital in

Seattle and at the
Medical University of

South Carolina in
Charleston.

Ronald H. Woody, M.D.

CyberKnife™ Robotic Radiation Surgery
Now Available!

Lawnwood 

Cancer Center

1231 N. Lawnwood Circle

Ft. Pierce, FL

(772) 464-8121

Mid-Florida 

Cancer Center

604 W. Midway Road

White City, FL

(772) 468-3222

Okeechobee 

Cancer Center

301 NE 19th Drive

Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-0039

Pt. St. Lucie 

Cancer Center

1780 SE Hillmoor Dr.

Port St. Lucie, FL

(772) 335-2115

CARING PROFESSIONALS • STATE-OF-THE-ART TREATMENT • FIGHTING CANCER

We offer Courtesy Transportation, Mileage Reimbursement, 

FREE Second Opinions and FREE Prostate Cancer Screenings.

New Patients Welcome

Our State-of-the-Art Treatments Include:

• Ultrasound and CT Based Image Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT)
• Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)

• Mammosite Breast Cancer Therapy • High Dose Rate Brachytherapy (HDR)
• 3-D Image Guided Therapy • CT/MRI Fusion Technology

Serving Treasure Coast & Okeechobee 
 

MARCUM AND ASSOCIATES 
INSURANCE FOR YOUR NEEDS 

Local Service. It’s Our Policy. 

CALL NOW... 

We’re in your neighborhood — there when you 
need us. We’re a single source for ALL your 

insurance needs: 
Auto  Home  Motorcycle/RV  Business 

Call me… Stop by… Log on — it’s your choice! 

       Okeechobee 863-467-0331 
909 S. Parrot Ave. Ste. L Okeechobee 
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Seacoast National Bank celebrated the 
1980s while hosting the June Okeechobee 
Main Street Mixer. Melody Hodges and her 
staff decorated the lobby of the North Parrott 
Branch with vinyl albums, lava lamps, pho-
tos of celebrities, games and music of the 
80s. Over 60 people attended this fun event, 
enjoyed food catered by Dee-Stefano’s of 
Indiantown, door prizes and networking. 

Okeechobee Main Street’s July Mixer will 

be held at the Law Firm of Hoskins, Turco, 

Lloyd and Lloyd located at 212 South Parrott 

Avenue on Tuesday, July 20, from 5-7 p.m. 

As always everyone is invited to come and 

check out the most accomplished and vis-

ible organization in Okeechobee, Okeecho-

bee Main Street.

Main Street Mixer attendees
enjoy sounds of the ’80s

Special to the Okeechobee News/OKMS
The staff of Seacoast National Banks 
North Branch helped to celebrate the 
1980s in true clothing style!

The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• James Edward Long, 24, of Southwest 
20th Avenue, was arrested June 30, and 
charged with throwing a deadly missile into 
an occupied vehicle. He was also charged 
with a misdemeanor charge of battery. He 
is accused of throwing a half-full can of beer 
into a vehicle. OCSO Max Waldron was the 
arresting offi cer. Bond was set at $10,500.

• George William Reichart, 28, of South-
east 40th Drive, was arrested July 1 on an 
Okeechobee County warrant and charged 
with unemployment fraud. Bond was set at 
$2,500.

• Jeffrey Roy Bedwell, 49, of Northeast 
34th Lane, was arrested July 1 on a Hills-
borough County warrant and charged with 
violation of probation - possession of a con-
trolled substance. No bond was set.

• Charles Ive Garrett, 52, of Southwest 
Ruck Dairy Road, was arrested July 1 on a 
Highlands County warrant and charged with 
grand theft, two counts of dealing in stolen 
property. Bond was set at $11,000.

• Richard Leroy Boss, 64, of Cedartown, 
Ga., was arrested July 2 by the Okeechobee 
County Streetcrimes Unit on a Georgia war-
rant. He is charged with sexual battery. No 
bond was set.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or 
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confi rmed and printed.

Okeechobee Arrest Report

A story in the Friday, July 2, 2010 edi-
tion of this newspaper, with the headline, 
“Local traffi c fatality rate went up in 2009,” 
was in error.

The statistics given for traffi c accidents 
in Okeechobee County and the City of 
Okeechobee from the Florida Department 
of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles gave 
the total number of traffi c crashes in the 
City of Okeechobee in 2009 as 80 and the 
total number countywide for 2009 as 337. 

According to the Okeechobee City Po-
lice Department, OCP offi cers worked 448 
traffi c accidents in the city limits in 2009. 

Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce re-
cords indicate OCSO deputies worked 345 
traffi c accidents outside the city limits in 
2009. 

These fi gures do not include the acci-
dents worked by Florida Highway Patrol 
offi cers in Okeechobee County in 2009.

Correction



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

At 98 years of age Merle Hathaway is 
more active than many men much younger 
than him. He has lived a long, full life and 
is still involved in volunteer activities at the 
Okeechobee County Senior Services Center. 
Mr. Hathaway recently received the Man-
grove Grove Bay Service Award to Seniors 
given by the Area Agency on Aging, compet-
ing against nominees from senior service or-
ganizations in Indian River, Martin, St. Lucie 
and Palm Beach counties. 

Mr. Hathaway said he was surprised to 
get the award. He did not expect it. He helps 
out daily in the kitchen at the senior services 
center doing “anything there is to do.” 

“I just did it because nobody else will do 
it,” he said of his volunteer activities. 

In the winter about 90 people a day come 
to the senior services center. In the summer 
that number drops to 40 or 50.

Mr. Hathaway has been coming to the 
Okeechobee Senior Services Center for 
about four years. Before that he used to go 
the senior services center in Brighton.

He said the secret of his long life is “hug-
ging the women.” On a more serious note 
Mr. Hathaway offered the following advice: 
“Be happy and don’t worry about stuff, 
let the Lord take care of it.” He is a faithful 
member of Oakview Baptist Church. 

Mr. Hathaway has had a wide variety of 
jobs. He remembers working for a whole-
sale grocer for 28 cents an hour during the 
Great Depression. He said he was able to 
keep his job when many people lost theirs 
because people had to eat. In Ohio he was 
justice of the peace and county judge. In his 
offi cial capacity, he performed many mar-
riage ceremonies. 

Mr. Hathaway came to West Palm Beach 
in 1956 where he worked for a bottled gas 
company. In 1970 he moved to Okeechobee 
which he describes as “an old cow town.” 
However he says, Okeechobee is not much 

of a cow town anymore. When he fi rst came 
here everything was closed on Wednesday 
afternoons and Sundays. He said there 
wasn’t even anyplace open to eat on Sun-
days and U. S. 441 carried much less traffi c. 

His wife passed away 13 years ago. If she 
had lived another two months, they would 
have been married 65 years. They had two 
children and adopted a third. Mr. Hathaway 
now lives with his daughter and son-in-law.

Local resident full of life at 98
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SAVE UP $4195

ON A NEW
 CARRIER SYSTEM*

TO

Carrier Rebates paid on qualifying products and range from
$0-$l,100. When an Infinity Air Purifier is added to a system
rebate, qualifying systems range from $100-$1,200. FPL
rebates and Federal tax credits are based on model and effi-
ciency. Carrier rebate expires 8/31/10.

Since your air conditioning and heating unit uses as much

as half of your energy costs, it only makes sense to see if it

needs replacing.  In most cases, the energy savings can

help make up for the cost of a new unit, especially if yours

is over ten years old.  Carrier’s Infinity System is the most

energy efficient heating and cooling system you can buy.

Take advantage of rebates up to $1,200 (until 6-30-10) from

Carrier, up to $1,495 from FPL and up to $1,500 from Uncle

Sam when you purchase an energy efficient Carrier system.

MARC SANDLIN
BIRTHDAY

Happy Birthday Marc and

Congrats on new Grandbaby, Blayke.

Love Your Family and Style Studio
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Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Merle Hathaway, 98, received the Man-
grove Bay Service to Seniors Award 
for his volunteer work at the Okeecho-
bee County Senior Citizens Center. 
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Bill Keene
The Tucker Group LLC

Remember & Pray for our
service men & women that are
protecting our freedom today

634 6797
tuckergroup1@earthlink.net

704 NE 2nd Ave • Okeechobee

Located Behind Rita’s
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

Choice Automotive
& Custom Exhaust

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

863-467-6633

Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service

• Brakes • Window Motors • Tune Ups 

• Welding • Engine Mechanics

Bag, Bulk & Liquid Tack, Fencing,

Pet Supplies & Hardware

OOkeechobeeOkeechobee
Feedd IncFeedd Inc

1579 Hwy 70 E.1579 Hwy 70 E.
763-2123763-2123

WWee havee livee cricketss 
andd meall worms

Davis
Communications
Selling & Servicing for over 10 years

YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED DEALER
1413 S. PARROTT AVENUE, OKEECHOBEE

(NEXT TO RIVERSIDE BANK)

863-763-6115
Se Habla Espanol

Gary and Nancy Davis

863-3577 SAVEE (7283)

4550 Hwy 441 North,Okeechobee 
(Abundant Blessings Church)

SAME FAMILY~NEW NAME~NEW LOCATION

1811 South Parrott Ave Okeechobee, FL 34974 
In the Pogey’s Plaza - 863-357-2199 

Jerri & Billy Hill 

Berger Real Estate

863-634-6796

Happy Birthday America!

Los Cocos
Mexican

Restaurant

Tacos • Burritos
Enchiladas • Fajitas

CLOSED 
July 3rd - Aug. 3rd

107 N.W. 6th Ave

467-0922

Parks Construction
Quality Craftsmanship

SteelSteel SheltersShelters
140 NW 30th Lane

North of the High School on Left
863-467-9438

License #SA-13 

SeneGence International
FOR KISSABLE LIPS THAT WON’T FADE

& WATERPROOF COSMETICS

Elizabeth D. Turk 
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR 162495

http://www.senegence.com/sensual
561-308-7298

sensual@SeneSite.com

*Member Okeechobee Business Women Networking Group

Elliott’s Pawn Shop
419 W S Park St • (863) 763-5553

Lamar’ss Autoo Techh 
A/C - Brakes  - Tune-ups 

3793 Hwy 441 SE 

Okeechobee 

862-697-2699           Free Estimates

We’re Moved!

CUSTOM MONOGRAMMING

Screen Printing • Sublimation • Trophies

Plaques • Laser Engraving 

309 S.W. Park St., Okeechobee

Now Offering Direct to Garment
Full color t-shirt printing! 

www.stitchinpost2.com
863-763-8707 - 863-763-1111

Sun Plaza • 909 S. Parrott Ave. Suite I
(863) 467-7333

Katie’s
Pet

ParlorWWeee  SSuu pp pp oo rr ttt  OO uu rr

CC oommmmuu nn ii tt yy !!

863-763-6742
7/24 SERVICE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS

208 SW 5th Ave. • Okeechobee
CAC042747
CAC014022
CAC057129

Serving the Lake
Area for 40

Years!

EMORY WALKER EMORY WALKER CO. INC.CO. INC.
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

1815 S. Parrott Ave.
Okeechobee
(Next to Walmart)

(863) 763-3308
Se Habla Español

OPEN DAILY 8AM - 5:30PM • Sat. 8AM - 2 PM

JUAN CORTEZ 
Manager 

3389 U.S. Hwy. 441 S., Okeechobee
manager033@buddyrents.com

Appliances • TV • Furniture

Office: (863) 357-3301 ~ Fax: (863) 357-2804

8022 NEE Parkk St.
Okeechobee

Tel:: (863)) 357-0074

RomanticVows.com
Custom Marriage

Ceremonies 

Written & performed 

at Location of Your Choice 
Non-Denominational Pastor 

(561) 308-7298
Elizabeth D. Turk, Officiant 

WeddingVows@comcast.net
* Member Okeechobee Business Women Networking Group

Residential Commercial

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

& REPAIRS

Roofing with the name you trust!

863-763 ROOF (7663)

CP Wilson
Company Inc.

467-0001

5350 S.W. 16th AveDoors • Trim • Windows

1988 Highwayy 988 N.. 
Okeechobee

863-357-2431

863-467-4733

Cooling Cooling 
RRefrigefrigereraation tion 
SerServicesvices,, IncInc ..

Havee aa Safee 
&& Happyy 44thh

from OURR Family
TTooo  

YYoouurrr        
FFaammiillyy

Sales • Service
Installation

467-1545
Lic. CACO29420

Serving the entire lake area for 25 years

“Our Focus Is To Make You Comfortable”

Ferrellgas is your one
stop for propane

863-763-7557
204 SW 7th Avenue

HAPPY

JULY
Pristine Properties Intl.
Cabela's Trophy Properties

www.PristineFlorida.com

Jeri Wilson
863.634.6056

Glades Health 
Care Center

561-924-5561

Skilled Long & 
Short Term Care Facility

Philip DeBerard
Injury Attorney

Let Over 36 Years 
Experience Work For You

Accident Law Offices 
1120 S. Parrott Ave.

467-7100

Jim Jones, Realtor®
Coldwell Banker
Berger Real Estate

634-9706

www.jjonesokeechobee.com
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12-Pack Selected 
Coca-Cola 
Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .MAm    
12-oz can 
SAVE UP TO 10.54 ON 4

Lay’s 
Potato Chips . . . . . . . . .M1m
Assorted Varieties, 10.5 to 13.25-oz bag 
(Excluding Baked!, Light, and Natural.) 
Quantity rights reserved. 
SAVE UP TO 3.99
(Assorted Lay’s Dip, 15-oz jar ... 2/6.00)

Decorated Cupcakes, 
6-Count   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 399
Your Favorite Cupcakes and Icings, Decorated
for the Holidays, From the Publix Bakery, 12-oz pkg. 
SAVE UP TO 1.00
(12-ct. 24-oz pkg. ... 6.99) 

18-Pack 
Assorted 
Budweiser Beer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1299
Or Coors or Miller, 12-oz can and/or bot. 
SAVE UP TO 1.50
(4-Pack Busch, Busch Light, 
Natural Light or Natural Ice Beer, 16-oz can ... 3/7.00) 

Edy’s 
Ice Cream . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .M1m
Or Frozen Yogurt or Sherbet, 
Assorted Varieties, 48-oz ctn. 
Quantity rights reserved. 
SAVE UP TO 5.45

Prices effective 
through Wednesday, 7/7/2010.  

Only in Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, 

Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River, Okeechobee 

and Monroe counties. Any item carried by 

Publix GreenWise Market will be at 

the Publix advertised sale price. 

Quantity rights reserved.

WE HAVE WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KICK OFF A

SPORTIN’
GOOD TIME.

M
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0
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

When it comes to the emergency medi-
cal services (EMS) assessment Okeechobee 
County residents pay, it could be a case of 
“pay me now or pay me later.” 

Last year the newly imposed EMS as-
sessment caused quite a lot of controversy 
among taxpayers. The way the assessment 
was calculated, the amount of money need-
ed to fund EMS was to be distributed among 
all users of the service. Each user of the ser-
vice would pay their proportional share of 
the cost. In a sense, it was to be a fee for 
EMS services. The way the county’s consul-
tant calculated it, each residential unit would 
pay $74. However, commissioners voted to 
cut that in half to $37. The other $37 for each 
residence had to come out of reserves.

This year county administrator Lyndon 
Bonner has said the county does not have 
the reserves to draw upon. Therefore, un-
less some other source of income is found 
or EMS expenses are reduced, the EMS as-
sessment will have to be raised. 

Commissioners will have to set the EMS 
assessment rate for the coming budget year. 
The maximum they can raise it is to $99. 
However, it is more likely that the rate would 
be increased to the originally recommended 
$74.

It has been suggested that a sales tax be 
put on the November ballot to help offset 
EMS expenses. However, no offi cial action 
has been taken to date to make that happen. 
The budget and EMS assessment rate will 
have to be approved by Sept. 30. The result 
of a referendum on a sales tax would not be 
known until November and the tax would 
not go into effect until January.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

EMS assessment 
likely to increase

Special to the Okeechobee News/First 
Baptist Church

Up in the air
These Impact Cheerleaders are 
showing off what they learned at 
the Impact Cheerleading Camp at 
First Baptist Church June 14 - 18. 
Impact Cheerleading is a competi-
tive program for girls kindergarten 
through twelfth grade.



By Dr. Jane Bicks, DVM
Pet Rescue Humane Society

If it’s hot for you then it’s hot for our dogs, 
cats and horses. Did you know that high heat 
and sun can kill an animal? 
Did you know that sunburn 
can be a concern on light 
animals? Light animals can 
be kept in shady areas. Sun 
blocks are available and 
work well on the noses of 
dogs and horses. Since sun 
burn can cause cancer, I 
like to see sun blocks used on light colored 
dogs and horses.

Heat stroke is more dangerous than sun-
burn. It frequently occurs during exercise. If 
it is hot for you then it is hot for your dog or 
horse. Riding and exercising should be done 
only in the morning or late afternoon or 
evening (unless they are conditioned to it). 
Older dogs should have a veterinarian check 
up to make sure that they don’t have any 
underlying problems. Heat stresses the en-
tire body. All outdoor dogs and horses must 
have shade. Equally important is fresh water 
that can’t be spilled. Animals will drink less 
than they need if the water is dirty. Hosing 
your pet and or giving it a kiddie pool to stay 
in is a real cool down treat. Fans work great 
outside next to your dog and in barns. There 
are different types of cooling products avail-
able for dogs which include beds and cool-
ing bandanas.

Pets don’t do well in cars or trucks during 
the summer. If you are going to run chores 
your dog should stay home. Keeping a dog 
in a running air conditioned car sounds rea-
sonable but if the engine should stop your 
dog can die from heat stroke. A policeman 
accidently killed his dog that way. Leaving 
the windows open is not a good option 
since the car gets hot and there simply is not 
enough air fl ow. Leaving your dog in a cage 
in the back of the truck is also wrong. When 
the truck is parked chances are that the dog 
will be in the sun. If you must do this, water 
must be plentiful.

Pets don’t deal with the heat the way we 
do. Dogs really don’t sweat except for their 
feet. They cool down by panting, bringing 

in the cooler air and letting out the warmer. 
The skin also helps. The blood vessels en-
large so that as the blood fl ows through the 
body it gets cooled. Horses do sweat, unless 
they are non-sweaters. These horses can’t 
cool themselves down so they should be 
kept in shade or in the barn with fans. Elec-
trolytes are a must.

Just as we need to make changes in our 
lifestyles so we don’t over heat, we have to 
make changes for our pets as well.
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Brian King Youth Minister

Brian King has made Okeechobee his home 
for the last sixteen years. He attended Warner 
University, a Christian college in Lake Wales, 
Florida, and graduated with a degree in ele-
mentary education in 2000. For the past sev-
en years he has taught sixth grade science at 
Yearling Middle School. Coaching soccer has 
also been a big part of Brian’s involvement in 
the community. He has coached both boys’ 
and girls’ teams at the high school and is cur-
rently a coach and board member for Okee-
chobee Club Soccer. It was in college where 
he met his wife, Melissa. She has taught at 
South Elementary and is currently a stay-at-
home mom. They have three children, An-
drew, Caleb, and Jacey. 

Brian has just accepted a position as Youth 
Minister at Okeechobee Christian Church lo-
cated at the corner of Charles Harvey Hwy. 
and SE 18th Terr. (863) 467-7858.

6390 W. Indiantown Rd.

Jupiter, FL 33458

We are pledged to operate
our newspaper as a public
trust. Fairness is extremely
important to us.

We admit our errors
promptly and we don’t
“bury” the corrections. (If
error appears on the front
page, that’s where we print
the correction.)

Sometimes people don’t like
what has been written about
them. In those cases, we offer
a “right to reply” and allow
them to tell their own side of
the story.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism
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Summertime heat can be dangerous for pets

Special to the Okeechobee News
On May 20, 205 seniors received 
scholarships at the Okeechobee 
High School Lecture Hall. Lo-
cal scholarships received totalled 
$748,013. (above) Chet Pluskott 
presented Kaley Dees with the Ever-
glades Farm Equipment Scholarship 
on OHS Scholarship Night 2010.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Jeff Sumner presented Paige Arnold 
with the Farm City Scholarship on 
OHS Scholarship Night 2010 held 
May 20 at the OHS Lecture Hall.

Phoebe Raulerson presented Kaley Dees 
with the Jay Raulerson Memorial Schol-
arship on OHS Scholarship Night 2010 
held May 20 at the OHS Lecture Hall.
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Aldo Lombardo, M.D., FACS

www.allureplasticsurgery.com

b~xxv{Éuxx ctà|xÇàá jxÄvÉÅx4

Call us to schedule your consultation in Jupiter!

(561) 747-1232  

Specializing in 

Breast Augmentation  
& Tummy Tuck  

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.www.tcdermatology.com

FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY THE  
AMERICAN BOARD OF DERMATOLOGY

Okeechobee  
863-467-9555
Vero Beach

772-778-7782

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

Green Day
Medical
Oncology &

Hematology of Okeechobee

Se Habla Español
1231 N. Lawnwood Circle
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-5501

1006 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 357-4138

Ricardo J. Quintero-Herencia, MD

- Specializing in evidence based medicine for the 
treatment of cancer and blood disorders

- Combined Chemotherapy and Radiation 
Therapy treatment

- Medicare/Medicaid assignment accepted
- Consulting and Free Second Opinions 

Regarding Cancer
- All insurance plans accepted and filed
- Courtesy transportation provided

New Patients Welcome

Serving the Treasure Coast

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1
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In accordance with the 2008 Lake 
Okeechobee Regulation Schedule (2008 
LORS), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Jacksonville District adjusted water releases 
from Lake Okeechobee at 7 a.m. Thursday, 
July 1. The new target fl ow to the St. Lucie 
Estuary, measured at St. Lucie Lock and Dam 
(S-80), is 200 cubic feet per second (cfs). 
Target fl ow to the Caloosahatchee Estuary 
at the W. P. Franklin Lock and Dam (S-79) is 
450 cfs. Previous average daily target fl ows 
were 1,170 cfs and 3,000 cfs, respectively. 

Thursday’s lake level was at 14.03 feet 
NGVD, which is more than 1.75 feet above 
what is predicted by the 2008 LORS.

The Corps strives to maintain the lake be-
tween 12.5 and 15.5 feet NGVD. The Corp’s 
decision to reduce releases to 200 and 400 
cfs was based on a number of factors includ-
ing the current lake level, Thursday’s date 
relative to the days remaining in the wet sea-
son, and the weather forecast. Given these 
conditions, the 2008 LORS Part D (Allow-
able Lake Okeechobee Releases to Tide), re-
quires a reduction in releases to a maximum 
fl ow of 200 cfs to the St. Lucie and 400 cfs to 
the Caloosahatchee. 

The Corps has worked to achieve a down-
ward trend in the level of Lake Okeechobee 
since before the rainy season began. A wet-
ter than normal dry season caused unusu-
ally high lake levels at the end of the dry 
season. Beginning on March 2, the lake was 
at 13.55 feet and releases to the Caloosa-
hatchee River were initiated. After the lake 
continued to rise, and with the lake at 14.38 
feet on March 27, the Corps began higher 
volume releases. 

“Since last March, we’ve tried to mini-

mize the effects of fresh water releases from 
Lake Okeechobee on the St. Lucie and Ca-
loosahatchee estuaries,” said LTC Michael 
Kinard, Deputy District Commander for 
South Florida. 

“We’ve monitored conditions closely and 
worked with other agencies and an array of 
stakeholders to take into consideration the 
responses of the estuaries to our releases. 
We’re hopeful that we’ll continue to see 
benefi cial evaporation/transpiration over the 
next 30-45 days to maintain the downward 
trend in lake level.”

The purpose of releases from Lake 
Okeechobee is to create capacity for precipi-
tation and basin runoff expected during the 
wet season. The ability of Lake Okeechobee 
to hold water is limited by two key factors: 
the stability of the Herbert Hoover Dike 
and the viability of the lake’s sensitive litto-
ral and interior ecosystems. Protecting life 
and property is the Corps’ top priority. Lake 
Okeechobee’s water level can rise up to six 
times faster than water can be discharged. 
One foot of rainfall in the watershed north of 
the lake can produce a four-foot rise in the 
lake’s water level. 

Close monitoring of conditions through-
out the system will continue. Conditions re-
main wet throughout much of south Florida, 
and there is no signifi cant storage capacity 
available in other parts of the regional sys-
tem or more information on water level 
data and fl ows for Lake Okeechobee and 
the Central and Southern Florida Project, 
visit the Corps’ water management page at: 
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Divisions/
Engineering/Branches/WaterResources/Wa-
terMgt/index.htm.

Corps adjusts releases from lake

To donate blood is to help save lives. As we celebrate our country’s birth, we can re-
member those whose lives you’ve saved. Please keep up the good fi ght, in our country’s 
honor:

Thursday, July 8 - Okeechobee County Health Dept., 9-3
Sunday, July 11 - Golden Corral, 11-4.

July blood drives planned



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Personals

Like to cruise? I’m a gal 
who loves to cruise, but 
have a husband that 
hates them.  Looking for 
a lady to share a cabin 
with me on a cruise leav-
ing Buckhead on Jan. 
30th and returning Feb 
6th.  There are 40 plus 
people going from the 
area.  If interested give 
me a call.   
(765)732-3388 or 
(765)580-0333

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

CDL DRIVER or TEAM
Over the road, good

driving record, HAZMAT 
Required. (863)697-6468

Offi ce Help Wanted
with exp. in cash 
handling must have good
customer service skills
and bilingual, dependable
and honest must be able 

to handle a high volume
atmosphere please fax 
resume to 863-763-7002

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Shop here first!
The classified ads

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING 
& HAULING

Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Heavy Equipment

    On call 24/7               
         

We provide maintenance 
and repair services on 
heavy equipment, also an 
off road equipment
Imagine this to yourself,
No stress about down-
time, or having to worry 
about towing your equip-
ment to a repair shop.,  
G & M Heavy Duty Mobile 
Repair works to diagnose 
and solve your heavy 
equipment problems 
quickly and effi ciently,all 
diagnosing and repairing 
heavy equipment at your 
job site.
No job is too big or too 
small, and we come di-
rectly to you for all re-
pairs in order to minimize 
your downtime.
Fast quality work with 
low prices! So there is 
less down time for you 
and more money in your 
pocket!
 We offer repair services 
for off highway and sta-
tionary equipment.
Heavy Equipment Repair 
&  Farm Equipment Re-
pair
Off Road Vehicles
Heavy Equipment loaders   
Bulldozers
Excavators
Motor  graders
Forklifts
Mounted Equipment / En-
gines / Transmissions
Hydraulic Services       
 
All Types of Equipment           
24 Hour Emergency Re-
pairs
Any situation,or predica-
ment we will be glad to 
assist you with any re-
pairs or services that you 
may need!
Just give us a call and we 
will be there !
(863)261-6116 or 

Hunting & Fishing

Looking for land to 
lease for Archery 
Only wild hog hunt-
ing. Safe, ethical 
bow hunter (and 
conservative teach-
er), no dogs, bug-
gies, or ATV’s. 
(305)766-2926 or 
(786)360-2927

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Appliances

Gas range - Like new 
gas range, used less than 
1 year.  All digital, self 
cleaning. Estate brand 
made by whirlpool.  Paid 
$600.00 $300.00/neg. 
(620)332-9533 or 
(620)332-9667

Moving Sale - Frigidaire 
Stove 30”, refrigerator 
18 cu.,washer & dryer

with bases all in good 
cond. call 863-532-0304

Refrigerator - Black 
Side by Side, water and 
ice in door, works great 
including ice maker, 
great condition. Will 
trade for small welder 
or small cutting torch 
set. $300.00. 
(863)467-1456 or 
(772)409-3196

Children’s Items

BABY QUILTS - BEAU-
TIFUL BABY QUILTS, 
MANY TO CHOOSE FROM 
FOR THAT SPECIAL 
CHILD. $25.00. 
(863)484-0532

Crib and Changing Table 
- Jenny Lind 3-in-1 crib, 
with Sealy mattress and 
changing table.  All Hon-
ey Oak.  Separate pieces.  
Good condition.  Paid 
$225 for all.  Leave mes-
sage. $100.00/fi rm. 
(863)467-1727

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Computer/
Supplies

DELL OPTIPLEX P4-2.8, 
40GB, 512MB INCL. 17” 
FLATSCREEN - Win-
dows XP PROFESSION-
AL (Up-to-date & 
Genuine). McAffee Anti-
virus Enterprise Virus 
scan (Perceptual). 
Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Outlook (Offi ce 
2007). Optimized & 
tweaked for faster per-
formance $160.00. 
(954)540-1546

Furniture

BUNK BED, with full size 
futon on bottom - Cher-
ry wood full size bunk 
bed with chrome sides 
and full size futon on 
bottom. Upgraded mat-
tress on top bunk. In 
excellent condition. Paid 
$700.00 new, asking  
$250.00/or best offer. 
(863)763-7075 or 
(863)634-3223

TWIN BED SET - TWIN 
BED MATTRESS @ 
SPRINGS,  NICE OAK 
HEADBOARD & FOOT-
BOARD. GOOD CONDI-
TION!! $75. 
(863)484-0532

Medical Items

Jazzy Select Power 
Chair - Like new only 
used for 6 months, have 
charger and owners 
manual.
Excellent condition. Blue 
with gray seat.  Call and 
ask for Sue Ann or 
Dwayne. $2,000.00/or 
best offer. 
(863)763-8547 or 
(863)261-1032

Miscellaneous

  40% OFF S.A.S
 Selected Styles

 Shoe Box
 1138 S Parrott Ave
 White House Plaza

 863-763-4401

CELLPHONE - AT&T 
SAMSUNG SLIDER CELL-
PHONE, RED, WITH 
CHARGER AND MANUAL  
$35.00. (863)484-0532

Miscellaneous

Guardian Generator -
Ultra source 15000 watt
22500 surge, elec. start
can be comm. or resid.
 used 15 min .$1,700 

OBO  863-763-0017 
or 561-723-4659

Pets/Supplies

Blue Heeler Puppies - 2 
Males 2 females. Shots 
/ Wormed Parents on 
premises.  $250.00. 
(863)763-3631 or 
(561)718-1212

Blue Heeler Puppies - 2 
Males 2 females. Shots 
/ Wormed Parents on 
premises.  $250.00. 
(863)763-3631 or 
(561)718-1212

CAT - FTGH Very Sweet, 
Playful Male 1yr old Neu-
tered Cat, All shots, Mi-
crochipped STRICTLY 
INDOOR CAT HE’S NEV-
ER BEEN OUTSIDE! Mov-
ing out of state due to 
military transfer. We can-
not take this precious 
family member with us 
and want him to go to a 
good home. Please save 
him from having to go to 
the pound! . 
(863)447-0302

TOY POODLE  PUP - 
APRI & PEDIGREE PAP-
PERS- FEMALE-SILVER, 
BORN MAY 14TH, 2010 
$ 7 0 0 . 0 0 / f i r m . 
(863)467-7677

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm
Miscellaneous

BABY GOATS  FOR 
SALE, VARIOUS 
BREEDS, BORN LATE 
APRIL. $37.00

CALL M-F 9 TO 4. 
(863)467-9800

Farm
Miscellaneous

BRIGGS & STRATTON 
GENERATOR NEVER 
USED $600.00! PLEASE 
CONTACT TOMMY JEN-
NINGS! (863)673-7890 or 
(863)673-4599

Horses

Riding, Ft Drum - Les-
sons, trails, fun. 
www.cpriding.com . 
(863)763-6282

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

Effi ciency apt, TCI on 
water. Completely fur-
nished, includes utilities 
and cable. $600 mo, 
$300 security. No pets.  
(863)697-3351

IN TOWN - 2/2 very 
clean, w/d, lawn maint 
included, $800 + $300 
sec.  (863) 634-3572

IN TOWN 1BR Apt., 
$700 mo. Util. included.   
No pets, smoke-free env. 
1st & sec. (863)610-0861

OAK LAKE 2BR, 1½BA, 
2 Story, Fenced patio. 
Washer & Dryer. Very 
clean. No pets. $700 
mo. 1st, last + $500 
sec. (863)634-3313

RENT-TO-OWN 3BR, 
Like new. 2005 Mobile 
Home. C/Air. Applianc-
es. Large kitchen. On 
private lake. Play-
ground. Trash & Lawn 
Service Included. 
$4,000 Down. $760 
month. 561-281-9502 
Habla Espanol

TAYLOR CREEK Condos  
1br/1ba, Furnished. 

$650 mo. + 1st & sec. 
dep. 561-352-4243
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NOTICE OF MEETING
Okeechobee County Construction Industry

Licensing Board

The Okeechobee County Construction Industry Licensing Board will hold a 
public meeting on Tuesday, July 6, 2010 at 3:30 P.M. The public meeting 
will be held at the Okeechobee County Health Department Auditorium, lo-
cated at 1728 N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida. For more informa-
tion, contact Faye Huffman at the Planning and Development Department, 
1700 N.W. 9th Ave., Suite A, Okeechobee, Florida 34972; (863) 824-3010.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public 
meeting. Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Licensing 
Board with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made and that the 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will be 
based. Planning and Development tapes are for the sole purpose of backup 
for offi cial record of the Department

Faye Huffman, Secretary to Board
Okeechobee County Construction
Industry Licensing Board
359117 ON 7/4/10

NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE
COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT 
WILL HOLD A MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2010 AT 9:00 A.M. AT 
17429 NW 242nd STREET, OKEECHOBEE, FL, 34972 (FIELD OFFICE). A 
COPY OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED UPON REQUEST 
FROM THE UNDERSIGNED. IF ANY PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DE-
CISION MADE BY THE BOARD WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSID-
ERED AT SUCH MEETING; THAT PERSON WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE 
PRECEEDINGS AND FOR SUCH PURPOSES THAT PERSON MAY NEED TO 
ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, WHICH IN-
CLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO 
BE BASED, IS MADE. ANY PERSON WISHING TO SPEAK AT THE MEETING 
MUST HAVE THEIR NAME AND TOPIC PLACED ON THE AGENDA ONE WEEK 
BEFORE THE DATE OF THE MEETING. ALL PROPERTY OWNERS WITHIN 
THE DISTRICT ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PER-
SONS NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION OR AN INTERPRETER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE PRECEEDINGS SHOULD CONTACT THE DISTRICT’S 
OFFICES BY CALLING (863)763-4601 AT LEAST TWO (2) DAYS PRIOR TO 
THE DATE OF THE MEETING.
NOTICE: COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT HAS AN ONGOING AQUAT-
IC SPRAYING PROGRAM, DISTRICT WIDE.

THE 2010-2011 BUDGET WILL BE ADDRESSED.

WILLARD M. BYARS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
17429 NW 242ND STREET
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
(863)763-4601 OR (863)634-3166
359095 ON 7/4/10

INDIAN RIVER STATE
COLLEGE - PUBLIC HEARING

PURPOSE:  The Indian River 
State College Facilities Planning 
Department is holding a public 
hearing to discuss their intent, 
proposed policy, procedures, and 
rules to prequalify contractors and 
construction managers for minor 
projects as defi ned by the IRSC 
District Board of Trustees.
DATE:  July 12, 2010; TIME:  8:00 
A.M.; PLACE:  Indian River State 
College, S-Building, Conference 
Room S-208, 3209 Virginia Ave-
nue, Fort Pierce, Florida -- For 
Questions, contact Karl Guettler, 
Dean of Facilities Planning, 
772-462-7360, kguettle@irsc.edu.
357497 ON 7/4/10

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF SEVIER COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE    
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES, 
     Petitioner,
vs.                   No. 10-000197
MARTIN BORNHEIMER, putative father 
     Respondent.

IN THE MATTER OF:
 DUSTIN “TREVOR” HICKMAN, d.o.b: 1-22-2001
A CHILD UNDER EIGHTEEN (18) YEARS OF AGE

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION

 It appearing to the Court from the allegations of the Petition for Termina-
tion of Parental Rights, the returned summons, showing no service, and the 
Affi davit of Diligent Search that the whereabouts of the Respondent MAR-
TIN BORNHEIMER are unknown and cannot be ascertained by diligent 
search, therefore, the ordinary process of law cannot be served upon MAR-
TIN BORNHEIMER It is therefore, ORDERED that said Respondent be 
served by publication of the following Notice for four (4) consecutive weeks 
in the OKEECHOBEE NEWS, a newspaper published in Okeechobee, Florida.
 It is further ORDERED that if the Respondent MARTIN BORNHEIMER 
does not enter an appearance or otherwise Answer the Petition, further per-
sonal service or service by further publication shall be dispensed with and 
service of any future notices, motions, orders or other legal documents in 
this matter may be made upon the Respondent MARTIN BORNHEIMER, 
by fi ling same with the Juvenile Court Clerk for Sevier County, Tennessee.

NOTICE
TO THE RESPONDENT:   MARTIN BORNHEIMER
 The state of Tennessee, Department of Children’s Services, has fi led a Pe-
tition against you seeking to terminate forever your parental rights to DUS-
TIN HICKMAN.  It appearing that ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon you because your whereabouts are unknown. You are hereby OR-
DERED to serve upon Daniel Smithwick, Attorney for the Tennessee De-
partment of Children’s Services, 115 Allensville Rd., Suite 105, Sevierville, 
TN 37876, Phone No: (865) 429-7012, an Answer to the Petition for Termi-
nation of Parental Rights fi led by the Tennessee Department of Children’s 
Service, within thirty (30) days of the last date of publication of this notice, 
which will be July 7, 2010, or appear personally in the Juvenile Court of Se-
vier County, Tennessee, at 125 Court Avenue, Sevierville, Tennessee, 
37862, on the 8th Day of September, 2010 at 9:00 a.m., to personally 
answer the Petition for Termination of Parental Rights.  Failing to appear for 
the hearing on this date and time, without good cause, pursuant to Rule 
39(c) of the Tenn. R. Juv. P., will result in the loss of your right to contest 
the petition to terminate your parental rights to the child listed above.  You 
may view and obtain a copy of the Petition and any other subsequently fi led 
legal documents at the Juvenile Court Clerk’s Offi ce, 125 Court Avenue, Se-
vierville, Tennessee 37862.  
 ENTERED this 11th day of June, 2010.

                       HON. DWIGHT STOKES
                                  SEVIER COUNTY JUVENILE JUDGE

PREPARED FOR ENTRY:
Daniel Smithwick, BPR #, 023900
Assistant General Counsel
Department of Children’s Services
115 Allensville Rd., Suite 105,
Sevierville, TN 37876
(865) 429-7012

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

   accordance with Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure, I have served a true 
copy of this Order by placing the same in the U.S. Mail, with suffi cient post-
age to reach its destination, this the 11th day of June, 2010, to the last 
known address of:

Jeff Stern, Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 5797
Sevierville, TN 37864
Guardian Ad Litem

Greg Bennett, Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 1516
Seymour, TN 37865
(865) 310-5655
Appointed Counsel for Martin Bornheimer

Martin Bornheimer
1010 S.W. 3d St.
Okeechobee, FL  34974

Martin Bornheimer
2266 N.W. 42nd  Ave.
Okeechobee, FL 34974
Last known address and alternate address

Daniel Smithwick, BPR #023900
Assistant General Counsel

Department of Children’s Services
357999 ON 6/20,27;7/4,11/10

Public NoticeCommercial
Property

FOR SALE OR LEASE
1574 Sq. Ft. offi ce bldg.

@ 210 NE 3rd Ave.
Call 863-763-0295

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

OKEE - 1 br, furnished,  
lease available for 12 
mos. 1st, last & sec. 
(407)448-2495

     Summer Special
1/2 mo. rent free 

2bd/1ba 
     call 863-634-8331

Houses - Rent

AFFORDABLE NEW 
HOUSES - 3/2/2 and 
3/1/1, tile fl oors, jacuzzi 
tub, Bring Pets,  Large 
Yards (561)723-2226

DIXIE RANCH ACRES 
AREA - 3BR, $750 mo. 
+ $600 sec. dep. In-
cludes water, garbage 
& lawn maintenance. 
NO PETS. Call 
(863)610-0001

For Rent - 3bd/1ba
central air/heat, carport
$850 mo + $300 security
deposit to move in. Call
863-447-9114

FOR RENT: 3/2/2 Split 
plan, new tile fl oors & 
new carpet. Kids and 
pets welcome. Call  
863-634-9330 or 
863-467-2541

NEW BEAUTIFUL single 
3 bdrm, 2 ba home for 
Rent $1300. Utilities, 
cable, air conditioning, 
laundry, & dishwasher.

jamesmaltt44@
yahoo.com

  Okeechobee 
 Hammock

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths New
Construction/ CBS Home
Custom Kitchen,Granite
Countertops, Vaulted 
Ceilings $1,000 mo.

Pritchards GMAC Real
Estate 863-610-1980

REMODLED HOME 3BR, 
1BA, Laminait wood 
fl ooring, new kitchen, 
c/air, W&D, semi-fur-
nished. By Rim Canal. 
Off 441 SE. $800 mo. + 
sec. 786-201-0306

Land - Rent

Acres - 4.4, w/nice 3/2, 
w/d, barn, fenced, pri-
vate, jacuzzi, front & 
back porches, $800 mo. 
FLS (863)467-6472

R.V. LOTS FOR RENT
Free Wifi !  Weekly $150 

or mo. $375 incl. elec.
Call 863-763-0295

Office Space Rent

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

Rooms To Rent

OKEECHOBEE - Looking 
for roommate to share 
4 br house. All applianc-
es including Washer & 
Dryer. Located at Four 
Seasons. $300/mo Call 
(863)634-4771

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

      For Sale - 3/2 
handyman special on
large lot, shed, great
location reduced 
price to 37,500 
call for more details 

561-932-3285

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

DBL WIDE 3BR/2BA - 
sits on 1.25 acres, locat-
ed in Prairie/Viking.  
(561)718-1212 or 
(863)763-3631

FOR RENT: 3/2 and 2/1 
Cottages. Newly remod-
eled. 12 min. from town 
center  on beautiful 
ranch. NO PETS!   Mon-
Fri.  (863) 467-2982

MODERN 3/2, beautiful 
ranch setting, off Lofton 
Rd. $750/mo, 1st, last & 
$500 sec (863)467-5965

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

Big O Bass Boat; 20’ 1” 
175Johnson HP, 101 lb

thurst Minn Kota TM;36V 
system w/3 batteries; 
on board charger; jack 
plate trim, tabs, 2 LCR’s 
aluminum dual axle 
trailer w/fi berglass fen-
ders, mag wheels

superior cond. garage 
kept,1 owner all service 
records purch.new from 
Big O Boats 12-03 call 
863-946-1625 (Lake-
port)$14,900.00

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com
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Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Public Notice Public Notice

ACROSS
1 Fast
6 Uses a Singer

10 GE and GM
14 One who never

gets out
15 “__ Rappaport”:

1986 Tony
winner for Best
Play

16 Neighborhood
17 Old-time actress

Massey
18 Rhinovirus kept

under wraps?
20 Pink lady liquor
21 Historic Italian

city near Naples
23 Quaking?
24 Saved up for the

slots?
27 Bond rating
28 Auditions
29 __ Hashanah
30 “My Boys” airer
31 Contest
32 Bungler
33 Security 

concern
34 One great

baseball play
after another?

39 Kitchen 
supplies

40 Blowup source,
briefly

41 Affirmative vote
42 Reading and

others: Abbr.
43 A, in

communications
45 Buttercup family

member
49 D-H filler
50 Flared pants for

steelworkers?
52 Public face
54 “Naked Maja”

painter
55 Passbook abbr.
56 Dessert that’s

been out for too
long?

58 Island where Bill
and Melinda
Gates were wed

60 Type type: Abbr.
61 Black tea
62 Car dealer’s

offering

63 Where el sol
rises

64 Imperial Oil
brand

65 Certain NCOs

DOWN
1 Affront
2 More cunning
3 “I wish!”
4 Boggy locale
5 Serene
6 Not spread

carefully
7 SASE, e.g.
8 In direr straits
9 Keeps the car on

the road
10 Apple products
11 Completely
12 In a way you can

count on
13 Tsk evoker
15 __ Canarias
19 Mrs. Addams, to

Gomez
22 Exposed publicly
25 Peace advocates
26 “Perry Mason”

lieutenant
32 Early first century

date
33 Muse of memory

34 Gives up
35 Words before “to

be alive” or “to be
back”

36 Kindles, as
passions

37 Slender and
long-limbed

38 Looks over
closely

39 Private school
teen

43 MP’s quarry
44 Delaware tribe
45 Battery terminal
46 Racing has-been
47 Place for Marlins,

briefly
48 Glimpses
51 Block house
53 Rep’s success
57 Gives the nod
59 JFK’s UN

ambassador

By Dan Naddor
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 06/26/09

06/26/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

Reading a newspaper leads
you to the best products

and services.
No wonder newspaper

readers earn more money!
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(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

1012-H: 4/2 CBS
home in town conve-
niently close to
everything on a large
Lot. Chain linked
fenced. Call today for
further info. $100,000
MLS# 203380

5014-M 3/2 DW
Mobile Home on 1+/-
acre in Edwards
Subdivision. Short
Sale. $55,000 MLS
#203812

2000-M: Taylor Creek
3/2 home split bed-
room plan, Island
Kitchen, extra shed,
detached carport
w/workshop, fenced
back yard, appliances,
etc. MLS #203096

5027-M: Spot in the Sun
3/2 MH, front & back
porch, fenced large Lot.
Located at end of street.
$54,000 or better offer.
MLS #92463

8007-A: 55+/-  improved
fenced pasture acres.
Fronts SR 70 and 64th
Street. MLS #204068

3006-M: Waterfront
fenced Doublewide
Mobile Home with
porch and addition
located in Treasure
Island. $27,999 MLS
#203898

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

NN EE WW   LL II SS TT II NN GG

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

MMOOTTIIIVVAATTEEDD  SSEELLLLEERR

RREEDDUUCCEEDD  --  MMOOTTIIVVAATTEEDD  SSEELLLLEERR

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

Acreage/Lots: • 13+/- acres on 70 east $74,415 MLS #203971 • 2 Waterfront Lots in Lakeport for $30,000 MLS
#204008 • Treasure Island Lot on the water, oversized septic tank, city water, elect, concrete pads for MH or shed.
MLS #203548 • Dixie Ranch Lots side by side

Owned & Operated by 
John Ed Burdeshaw 

LAKE OKEECHOBEE
TITLE

863-763-3749
1126 S. PARROTT AVE.

For All Your Real

Estate Closing Needs

BUYER BROKERAGE
CO. OF OKEECHOBEE

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
1039 S.E. Everglades Blvd • Okeechobee

(863) 763-2334 • (863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS 
SAVING

PROPERTY  
BUYERS MONEY!

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
CRS, GRI, APPRAISERCRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997
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the melon from end to end with a butcher 
knife. Then he would pull it apart with his 
hands. She still remembers the cracking 
sound that was made. Her father would 
then take a thin slice from the heart of the 
melon saying he wanted to make sure it was 
good enough for his family. Then each of the 
family members would get a slice to go out-
side and eat. 

“With juice from this exotic fruit running 

down our arms, we managed to have a wa-
termelon spitting contest,” Mrs. Williamson 
said. “I was 10 years old before I realized 
watermelon was served inside restaurants 
with a fork and knife.”

Jimmy Minnehan, 92, doesn’t recall any 
special celebration of the Fourth during the 
Great Depression, “Nobody had any money 
for fi recrackers,” he said. However, he does 
remember swimming in the lake as does 
long time resident Mary McGill.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

FOURTH
Continued From Page 1

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

Summer fun
Bryanna Cutler found a way to beat the heat. She and her classmates at 
Stepping Stone Academy spent Friday afternoon, July 2 playing on a water 
slide. 

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

Fun in the summer time
Students at Stepping Stone Academy enjoyed an afternoon playing on a wa-
ter slide Friday afternoon, July 2. 
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Weekday Breakfast Specials

Served 6 -11 a.m.

Weekday Lunch Specials

Served 11a.m. -3 p.m.

$3.49

$9.99

$5.99Starting At

Shrimp Fest 
Starting At

Only

Add A Soda, Tea Or Coffee Only $.99

Served Friday and Saturday 
from 4 to 11 pm 

All youcan eat fish and shrimp

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Seniors 
7 Days A Week

2 for $11.59 
From Senior Dinner Menu.

Includes: soup or salad, ice cream or pudding

$7.99

2 Dinners -Your Choice
For One Price....

1. N.Y. Strip Steak
2. Shrimp Scampi 3.Country
Fried Steak
4. Grilled Pork Chops 
5. Chicken Tenders
6. Grilled Mahi Mahi  
7. Roast Turkey Breast...

All Specials Served With 2 Sides,
Soup Or Salad, And Complimentary

Pudding Or Ice Cream....

(863)
467-2224

7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

St. Lic. CACO29420

467-1545*Based on capacity & efficiency ratings. 
**Tax Credit up to $1,500.

**Offer expires 6/30/2010 *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Mfg products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more
information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment.

“Our Focus Is To Make You Comfortable”

Federal 
Tax Rebate

UUP TO
$1,500

UUP TO
$1,200

MFG
Rebate

UUP TO
$1,000

FPL
Rebate

Serving the
entire lake area

for over
25 years

Mr. & Mrs. Howard 
Courson are pleased 
to announce the 

engagement of their daugh-
ter Sonja Rose Courson to 
Randy Lee Grien the grand-
son of Mr. & Mrs. Johnny 
Erickson. An early December 
wedding is being planned.

RANDY LEE GRIEN

ENGAGEMENT

SONJA ROSE COURSON &
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Special to the Okeechobee News/First Baptist Church

Impact Cheerleading Camp
The Impact Cheerleading program sponsored by First Baptist Church is a 
competitive program for girls kindergarten through twelfth grade. At the 2010 
National Championship held in Orlando the First Baptist Impact Cheerlead-
ers took two awards, Second Place in the Novice Division, Fourth Grade and 
Under and Fourth Place, High School and Under. The church recently held an 
Impact Cheerleading Camp June 14 - 18. Taking park in the camp were, front 
row, left to right, Deborah Nichols, Megan Underwood, Cera Elliott, Riley 
Owens, Katie Forrester, Natalie Mitchell, Gracie Gamiotea, Janelle Markham, 
Alexandria Boon, middle row, Daylin Walker, Makayla Underwood, Ashlyn 
Lafferty, Taylor Jordan, Alexi Morgan, Hannah Hedrick, Bianca Fulk, Lauren 
Raulerson, back row, Maliah Wright, Kristn Shorter, Jennie Busbin, Kallie 
Yates, Chayse Harrel, Jessica Bylsma, Tegan Mullins. Not picured: Karlyn 
and Kylie Daniel.
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