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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The recent case of a juvenile 
being charged with sexually mo-
lesting fi ve other young boys has 
brought the weak point of the ju-
venile justice system to the fore-
front, according to a high-ranking 
attorney with the District 19 State 

Attorney’s Offi ce.
Although Tom Bakkedahl, chief 

assistant to the state attorney, was 
not speaking about the Ryan Niel-
son case specifi cally he did says 
cases like that “expose the fl aws in 
the juvenile justice system.”

Nielson, now 13, was arrested 
in December of 2009 and charged 

with seven counts of sexual battery 
and six counts of lewd and lascivi-
ous molestation. The victims, all 
boys, were between the ages of 8 
and 11.

Nielson was placed in St. Lucie 
Regional Juvenile Detention Cen-
ter until April 8, 2010, when the 

Attorney: Juvenile justice flawed

No fi reworks allowed 
in city limits

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

People who want to celebrate 
the Fourth of July by setting off fi re-
works will have to do it outside the 
city limits. 

The City of Okeechobee Code 
specifi cally says it is unlawful “to 
shoot off, explode or use any fi re-
crackers, fi reworks, toy pistols or 
other explosives as defi ned in Flori-
da Statute 791.01.”

Provision is made in the city for 
community wide celebrations such 
as the Fourth of July provided per-
mission is obtained from the city 
council, and that traffi c control, in-
surance and the safety of the spec-
tators is ensured. 

Lt. Brian Hagan of the Okeecho-
bee Police Department said that po-
lice will enforcing those regulations 
this weekend.

However, it is a different story in 
the county. There are no county reg-
ulations governing setting off fi re-
works. Sheriff Paul May said people 

will be allowed to set off fi reworks 
as long as they are reasonable up 
until about 11 p.m. The county’s 
nuisance ordinance covers noises 
late at night.

He referred to founding father 
Thomas Jefferson’s suggestion that 
the day be celebrated with fi re-
works.

Capt. Bud Slay, head of road 
patrol, said there have been no 
troubles in the past with fi reworks. 
However, he observed that this is 
the fi rst year there will be no pub-
lic display of fi reworks, so more 
people might consider buying their 
own. He urged people to be safe 
when handling fi reworks. 

“I hope nobody gets hurt,” the 
captain said. He said adults should 
supervise the setting off of fi re-
works.

The city code also specifi cally 
prohibits the sale of fi reworks in the 
city. Fireworks vendors in the coun-
ty have to have a temporary use 
permit. All commercial tents are 
inspected by the building depart-
ment and by the fi re department. 
Fireworks tents are also inspected 

Celebrate with care 
this Fourth of July

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Rodrigo Torres displays some of the fi reworks he is selling 
under the tent behind him in the parking lot of Northlake 
Plaza. Proceeds from this particular fi reworks tent go to the 
Spanish Assembly of God Youth Camp. Such fi reworks tents 
are inspected by the building department and the fi re depart-
ment.See FOURTH— Page 2
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4th District Court of Appeals issued a man-
date that County Judge Jerald Bryant release 
him.

According to Mr. Bakkedahl, under Flor-
ida law a juvenile is supposed to go to trial 
in 90 days. For adults, that time limit is 175 
days. He said a juvenile case is to be dis-
posed of as expeditiously as possible.

“You don’t want to keep them locked up 
in a judicial system for any amount of time,” 
he said, in a phone interview from his Fort 
Pierce offi ce.

But, again speaking without specifi city to 
any particular case, Mr. Bakkedahl said this 
is where the fl aw in the juvenile system is 
exposed.

“You can only hold them for 21 days. If 
someone is charged with a violent offense, 
we can’t hold them. We let them out and 
they commit another violent crime so we 
bring them back, place them (in the deten-
tion facility) again for another 21 days,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, the court’s hands are 
tied because they aren’t allowed to hold 
them. The law is written such that they can’t 
detain them. That’s a real fl aw in the law 
that needs to be addressed.”

The Nielson case has been slowed to a 
crawl because three court-appointed psy-
chologists have issued reports that say the 
teenager is incompetent to stand trial.

Again, without talking about that specifi c 
case, Mr. Bakkedahl said when it comes to 
the level of competency the same factors are 
determined by experts for adults and juve-
niles. 

He explained that the experts must de-
termine if the defendant: has the capacity 
to understand the charges; the range in pos-
sible penalties; understand the adversary 
nature of the legal process; if the defendant 
is able to disclose pertinent facts about the 
proceedings; and, any other factors that may 
be deemed relevant.

“It’s purely a legal thing,” he said.
Regarding juvenile cases, Mr. Bakkedahl 

said the concept of competency is not re-
ally a psychological concept but a legal con-
cept.

“Incompetency can occur as a result of 
mental retardation or juvenile immaturity,” 
he said. “All they have to do is get the child 
to understand what’s going on, what the 
potential consequences are, does the child 
understand the job of the judge and the job 
of the prosecutor and defense attorney, and 
can he behave in court.

“They can educate him as to what the 
judge does, the prosecutor does and so on. 
Once the juvenile can answer these ques-
tions then competency has been restored 

and the juvenile can stand trial. This is not a 
defense to the charges, but simply a proce-
dural hurdle,” he added.

Mr. Bakkedahl said this process could 
take six months, a year or until the experts 
say the juvenile has matured and under-
stands what’s taking place. 

Basically, he added, the juvenile is sent to 
school to understand the judicial system.

And it’s this part of the juvenile system 
that the prosecutor fi nds most distasteful.

“The truth of the matter is, in order for 
the justice system to have any credibility the 
defendant must know what’s going on,” he 
said. 

“And what bothers me most about these 
situations is you have the victims and their 
families and they can’t put it behind them. 
That’s offensive to me.

“But, we want to this right. If we blow 
the case it will be reversed on appeal,” he 
continued. “You don’t cut any corners. Once 
the experts say the defendant is competent 
then we can move forward and punish the 
juvenile accordingly.”

Once a juvenile’s trial gets under way, 
the judicial process is the same as that for 
an adult except that there is no jury. The 
presiding judge is “the fi nder of fact” in a 
juvenile case and will determine the guilt or 
innocence of the defendant and the amount 
of punishment.

As for juvenile sex offenders, Mr. Bakke-
dahl said if the defendant is found guilty the 
judge cannot only sentence the juvenile to a 
facility but also rule that the child be classi-
fi ed as a sex offender.

“The defendant can be required to reg-
ister as a sexual offender and that registra-
tion has the potential to be with the juvenile 
throughout their life,” he explained.

He went on to explain that the charge is 
not a capital felony for someone under the 
age of 18, while it could be for an adult. Be-
cause of that, the state cannot direct fi le on 
the juvenile as an adult.

“If it is an adult, it would be a life felony. 
But you cannot sentence a juvenile to life in 
prison without parole except for homicide,” 
said Mr. Bakkedahl. 

“You’re in the belly of the beast—you’re 
dealing with the juvenile justice system.”

JUVENILE
Continued From Page 1

by the fi re department to make sure no il-
legal fi reworks are sold. 

Okeechobee County Fire/Rescue Dep-
uty Chief Dave McCain uses Florida Statute 
Chapter 791 in his inspections. This docu-
ment defi nes and governs the sale and use 

of fi reworks and also lists several items that 
either give off smoke or noise and have a 
very small amount of explosive that are not 
classifi ed as fi reworks or governed by this 
statute. 

The fi reworks tents are required to have 
fi re extinguishers and “no smoking” signs.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

FOURTH
Continued From Page 1

The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Diego I. Diaz, 22, N.W. 26th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested June 28 by Depu-
ty Donald Ellis on a charge of driving while li-
cense suspended with knowledge - habitual 
offender. His bond was set at $500.

• Wesley Joe Stone, Jr., 22, Pelican Lake 
Drive, Pahokee, was arrested June 29 by 
Deputy Patricia Massung on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with violation 
of probation - sexual battery by juvenile/vic-
tim under 12 years of age. His bond was set 
at $655.91.

• Chenise Victoria Bullard, 19, N. Old 
Dixie Highway, Fort Pierce, was arrested 
June 29 by Deputy Greg Popovich on an 
Okeechobee County warrant charging her 
with violation of probation - dealing in sto-
len property and violation of probation - giv-
ing false information to a pawnbroker. She 
is being held without bond.

• Charles Wayne Suarez, 22, of Brinker-
hoff Lane, was arrested June 30, on an 
Okeechobee County warrant and charged 
with FTA (failure to appear in court) on a 
charge of possession of a controlled sub-
stance. He was also charged with misde-
meanor FTA on charges of driving with a 
suspended license and giving a false name 
when arrested. No bond was set.

• James Edward Boree, 42, of South-

east 17th Street, was arrested June 30, and 
charged with failure to secure workers 
compensation coverage and escorted to the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce. Bond 
was set at $2,500. OCSO Detective W.H. Hill 
was the arresting offi cer.

• Michael Alton Murphy, 21, of Okeecho-
bee at large, was arrested June 30 by OCSO 
Deputy B. Potter. Murphy was charged with 
strong arm robbery and grand theft as well 
as a misdemeanor charge of battery. Bond 
was to be set. Murphy is accused of knock-
ing another man off a bicycle, hitting him 
and taking his wallet, Bond was to be set.

• Bobby Hugh Harrison Jr., 27, of U.S. 
Highway 441 S.E., was arrested June 30 and 
charged with burglary of a structure and fel-
ony theft. He was also charged with a mis-
demeanor count of contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor. OCSO Deputy J. Hall was 
the arresting offi cer. Bond was set at $5,500.

• Mark Wesley Garland Jr., of Reserva-
tion Road, was arrested June 30 by the 
OCSO Street Crimes Unit on Okeechobee 
County warrants charged with possession 
of a controlled substance and traffi cking 
in illegal drugs. He was also charged with 
misdemeanor counts of resisting arrest with 
out violence and driving with a license sus-
pended. No bond was set.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or 
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report
‘What bothers me most in 
these situations is that you have 
the victims and their families 
and they can’t put it behind 
them. That’s offensive to me.’

Tom Bakkedahl, 
Chief Assistant to the State  Attorney 

District 19 State Attorney’s Offi ce



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A recent report from the Department 
of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
(DHSMV) shows that Florida’s crash fatality 
rate dropped to its lowest rate on record.

According to the report, crash-related fa-
talities dropped 14 percent—from 2,983 to 
2,563 —between 2008 and 2009. This is the 
fourth consecutive year that traffi c fatalities 
have decreased.

However, that trend did not hold true for 
Okeechobee County.

Crash statistics show that the traffi c fatal-
ity rate in Okeechobee County went up from 
nine in 2008, to 14 in 2009.

The number of alcohol-related crashes 
also rose locally, from 55 in 2008 to 61 in 
2009. Statewide, though, there were a to-
tal of 22,259 alcohol-related crashes in the 
state. But for 2009, that number dropped 
to 20,085. In the City of Okeechobee, there 
were a total of 80 traffi c accidents in 2009 
and, according to the report, 10 of those 
were alcohol related.

The total number of traffi c crashes in 
Okeechobee County did, however, fol-
low the state trend. The report shows that 
there were a total of 398 traffi c accidents in 
2008, but in 2009 that number dropped to 
337. In the state, the overall traffi c-crash rate 
dropped from 243,342 in 2008 to 235,778 in 
2009.

In 2009, 260 people in Miami-Dade Coun-

ty lost their lives due to a traffi c crash. That 
was the highest total in the state. In contrast, 
only one person died in a traffi c crash in 
Lafayette County last year.

Other positive trends highlighted in the 
recent state report include:

• The number of deaths per 100 mil-
lion miles traveled dropped to 1.3 last year. 
That’s the lowest the state has ever reported. 
By comparison, that rate was 5.8 deaths per 
100 million miles 40 years ago.

• Alcohol-related traffi c fatalities fell by 
14 percent between 2008 and 2009—from 
1,169 to 1,004.

• Motorcycle fatalities (drivers and pas-
sengers) fell 24 percent between 2008 and 
2009—from 532 to 402.

• Bicyclist and passenger fatalities de-
creased 15 percent between 2008 and 
2009—from 118 to 100.

• Pedestrian fatalities decreased 4 per-
cent, from 502 to 482, between 2008 and 
2009.

• Fatalities of teen drivers and passengers, 
ages 15-19, fell signifi cantly by more than 20 
percent between 2008 and 2009, from 193 
to 153. Teen drivers continue to over repre-
sent in terms of crash frequency, posting the 
highest rate of crash involvement of any age 
cohort at 381 per 10,000 licensed drivers.

Some other interesting state statistics 
show that:

• “Rush hour” is dangerous. Overall, the 
most traffi c accidents—17,402—occurred 
between 5 and 6 p.m.

• The most accidents occur on Fridays. 

Overall, most traffi c crashes—38,842—oc-

curred on Fridays.

• Saturday night is the deadliest night of 

the week. Overall, most traffi c fatalities—452

—occurred on Saturdays. The most danger-

ous hour on the road on Saturday night is 

right after midnight. The highest number of 

fatal crashes—33—occurred between mid-

night and 1 a.m. on Sundays.

The complete 2009 traffi c crash report 

can be found online at www.fl hsmv.gov/

html/safety.html.

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A 39-year-old Okeechobee man has 
been arrested on charges that he had con-
sensual sexual intercourse with a 15-year-
old girl.

Norman Ray Adams, U.S. 441 S.E., was 
arrested Tuesday, June 29, on three counts 
of lewd and lascivious battery. He is being 
held in the Okeechobee County Jail under 
a bond of $75,000.

According to an arrest report by Detec-
tive Rosemary Farless of the Okeechobee 

County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), Adams 
and the teen have been 
involved in a physical rela-
tionship since November 
of 2009. The report states 
they “... have had sex reg-
ularly since then.”

The detective went on 
to state in her report that 
he stated he had no re-
grets about the relation-
ship and that he loved the 
teenager.
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FEELS BETTER AROUND 
THE HOUSE SINCE I SET OUR 
THERMOSTAT TO CHEAP.

We’re gone most o f the day. D idn’ t make sense to keep an empty house 

comfor tab le . But now when we get home, i t ’s ready. I ’m sav ing $280 a 

year jus t by programming a thermosta t . Wha t can you do? Find out how 

the l i t t le changes add up a t TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

THEATRE I:“TWILIGHT SAGA” 
Fri. 7:00 & 9:15, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. &

Thurs. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15, Mon.
3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE III:  “GROWN-UPS” 
Fri. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. &

Thurs. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon.
3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE II:  “TOY STORY 3”
Fri. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. &

Thurs. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 &
7:00

July 2July 2 nd nd -- July 8July 8 thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

PG-13

PG-13

G

 

MARCUM AND ASSOCIATES 
INSURANCE FOR YOUR NEEDS 

Local Service. It’s Our Policy. 

CALL NOW... 

We’re in your neighborhood — there when you 
need us. We’re a single source for ALL your 

insurance needs: 
Auto  Home  Motorcycle/RV  Business 

Call me… Stop by… Log on — it’s your choice! 

       Okeechobee 863-467-0331 
909 S. Parrot Ave. Ste. L Okeechobee 
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee woman was killed 
Wednesday afternoon when her car was 
struck by pieces of a portable toilet.

Dawn Lynn Johnson, 38, died from inju-
ries sustained in the crash.

According to Trooper Lieutenant Tim 
Frith, of the Florida Highway Patrol, the June 
30 accident occurred shortly after 11 a.m. in 
the 4800 block of U.S. 441 N. A pickup truck 
pulling a trailer loaded with portable toi-
lets was northbound on U.S. Highway 441, 
the report states. Ms. Johnson was driving 

southbound in a Toyota sedan. Lt. Frith said 
as the sedan was passing the truck, the load 
apparently shifted.

Two of the portable toilets fell from the 
trailer into the roadway and in the direct 
path of Ms. Johnson’s vehicle, the FHP re-
port states. “As the toilets hit the roadway, 
they broke apart,” the report continues. 
Pieces of the toilets went through the Toy-
ota’s windshield and struck the driver. The 
car then veered out of the roadway onto the 
west shoulder of the roadway where the 
front of the Toyota collided with a tree be-
fore coming to rest.

Ms. Johnson was transported to Rauler-
son Hospital, where she expired, the report 
continues.

Stephanie Wilkes, 28, a passenger in Ms. 
Johnson’s car, was also injured in the acci-
dent. She was transported to Lawnwood Re-
gional Medical Center, where she was listed 
in serious condition on Thursday.

The driver of the truck, Dewey Lightsey, 
56, of Okeechobee was not injured. Also un-
injured was Erick Nieland, 25, of Lorida, a 
passenger in the truck. 

Damages to the Toyota were estimated at 
$5,000 according to the FHP report.

Woman killed in U.S. 441 accident

Norman Ray
Adams

Man accused of having sex with teen

Local traffi c fatality rate went up in ’09



Zombie Apocalypse
• It has been my experience that people 

who are afraid that others might be laughing 
at them usually have very little sense of hu-
mor. If I make people laugh, then I’ve had a 
good day, because I am laughing too.

Fireworks
• I don’t know if Okeechobee is hav-

ing anything for the 4th. There used to be a 
great Parade. Battle of the Local Bands. Lots 
of things going on. When we have gone 
to the intercoastal, they have always been 
great. I don’t know when they are though. 
The larger the city the more activities and the 
larger the display. Sooo...West Palm would 
have more going on than Ft. Pierce for ac-
tivities but years ago when we used to go to 
Ft. Pierce just for the fi reworks it was a great 
display.

• I think they only had parades in elec-
tion years! But I do recall the Battle of the 
Bands down at Okee Tantie. I think the Jay-
cees sponsored it. The local Jaycees have 
not been very active in many years. 

• Okeechobee can’t even put on a fi re-
works show for the kids? They really don’t 
care about family in the community. I re-
member when I was young going out in 
the boat and watching it over the water. The 
sound that came from the fi reworks was 
amazing. They could at least help us feel like 
Okeechobee is home and keep some of the 
traditions that used to be. A fi reworks show 
is a must!

• Fireworks are nice, but they are really a 
waste of money and I don’t have money to 
waste right now. What money I can spare af-
ter I pay the bills, I donate to the food pantry. 
I would rather buy some food for a hungry 
child than spend the money on something 
to blow up.

• I guess the only fi reworks this year will 
be at the county budget hearings.

• Seriously, we all complain about county 
budget cuts and that it is not right to cut em-
ployees pay and jobs all together ... this, that 
and the other. Yet we are complaining that 
they are not spending money on fi reworks 
now. Look at the economy. This is not a ne-
cessity. I love the 4th of July and absolutely 
LOVE watching the fi reworks but in all real-
ity I am sure it is not cheap to put on the fi re-
works show 
we all want 
to see. So 
why should 
the county 
go out and 
spend the 
money on 
putting on a 
show when 
they are 
struggling to 
pay their employees? Think about that and 
be reasonable. Don’t gripe about the county 
not doing this. It is for good reason I am 
sure.

• People want these things but they don’t 
want to pay for them. When the Jaycees 
tried taking up a collection to pay for the fi re-
works, people griped. If you want something, 
you have to pay for it. People in Okeechobee 
did not want to pay for fi reworks. They want 
them, but they want it for free. If the city and 
county government fi red employees or cut 
their pay but still spent money for fi reworks, 
how would that go over? Last year, a local 
business owner paid for the fi reworks and 
the county made them also pay $1,800 to 
have the fi reworks at the Agri-Civic Center 
on top of what they spent on the fi reworks 
and hiring the professional pyrotechnicians. 
Donations at the gate helped pay part of the 
$1,800 fee to the county, but not the whole 
thing. 

• I feel bad that someone being so gener-
ous had to pay to put on a great show.

• They never should have moved the 
fi reworks out of Okee-Tantie. When it was 
there, they could get donations and didn’t 
have to pay the fees to the county for the 
useless ag barn.

• Funny how people want the budget to 
be balanced and fi reworks.

• They obviously don’t currently have 
a local organization that wants to sponsor 
the fi reworks. So those of you who do want 
fi reworks, why don’t you get together and 
form a fi reworks committee and start raising 
money for next year? 

MSTU is just another tax 
on homeowners

• I am really disappointed to learn that 
the proposed MSTU is just another way to 
put more burden on the taxpayers who are 
already paying the ad valorem taxes. Those 
who do not pay any property taxes now, due 
to homestead exemption, will not pay any 
property taxes under the new MSTU. It’s just 
stacking more tax burden on those who are 
already paying, and get around the 10 mill 
cap. They can charge up to 10 mills in regu-
lar ad valorem taxes plus up to 10 mills for 
the new MSTU. Meanwhile, those who don’t 
pay taxes now still get all the services and 
continue to get a free ride. Until the actual 
meeting where they approved the MSTU, we 
were led to believe it would be like the fi re 
assessment, and everyone would pay. But 
that is not the case at all. 

• If they have to cut county services such 
as law enforcement in order to balance the 
budget, we need to be more organized with 
our neighborhood watch groups. Get to-
gether with those on your street and watch 
out for each other. 

• With the county talking about cutting 
back on law enforcement services, now is 
the time to invest in home security. Fence 
your yard with a good high fence and go 
down to the shelter and adopt a few of the 
bigger dogs. The bad guys see big dogs 
in the yard and they just go on to the next 
house. Chaining a dog up doesn’t work be-
cause the bad guys can fi gure out how to get 
past the dog. But if the whole yard is fenced 
and the dog is in the fence, he can patrol 
the whole yard. The bad guys aren’t going 
to take the chance of having to mess with 
the dogs unless they already know there is 
something very valuable in the home. Also, 
be very careful who you let into your home 
in case they are checking it out with plans to 
come back and rob you.

• So, I pay property taxes... now they 
want me to pay more taxes because I can.... 
and for those that do not pay property tax-
es... they will not pay new taxes for law en-
forcement.... wow...

• The only time I have ever had to call 
the cops was when I was in a car accident, 
and in that case the city cops came because 
it was in the city limits. While I have never 
used their services, I don’t want to see the 
county cut the number of deputies on the 
road. I feel their presence is a deterrent to 
crime. When I see a cop car, I feel safer just 
because they are there. We won’t know just 
how much we need the deputies until they 
aren’t there when we need them.

Declaration of Independence
• Have you ever wondered what hap-

pened to the 56 men who signed the Dec-
laration of Independence? Five signers were
captured by the British as traitors, and tor-
tured before they died. Twelve had their
homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their
sons serving in the Revolutionary Army; an-
other had two sons captured. Nine of the 56
fought and died from wounds or hardships
of the Revolutionary War. They signed and
they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honor. What kind of men were
they? Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists.
Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers
and large plantation owners; men of means,
well educated, but they signed the Declara-
tion of Independence knowing full well that
the penalty would be death if they were cap-
tured. Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy
planter and trader, saw his ships swept from
the seas by the British Navy. He sold his home
and properties to pay his debts, and died in
rags. Thomas McKeam was so hounded by
the British that he was forced to move his
family almost constantly. He served in the
Congress without pay, and his family was
kept in hiding. His possessions were taken
from him, and poverty was his reward.
Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of
Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Hey-
ward, Ruttledge, and Middleton. At the battle
of Yorktown , Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that
the British General Cornwallis had taken
over the Nelson home for his headquarters.
He quietly urged General George Washing-
ton to open fi re. The home was destroyed,
and Nelson died bankrupt. Francis Lewis
had his home and properties destroyed. The
enemy jailed his wife, and she died within
a few months. John Hart was driven from
his wife’s bedside as she was dying. Their 13
children fl ed for their lives. His fi elds and his
gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a
year he lived in forests and caves, returning
home to fi nd his wife dead and his children
vanished. So, take a few minutes while en-
joying your 4th of July holiday and silently
thank these patriots. It’s not much to ask for
the price they paid. Remember: freedom is
never free! It’s time we get the word out that
patriotism is NOT a sin, and the Fourth of
July has more to it than beer, picnics, and
baseball games. 

• Everyone, please stay safe this Fourth of 
July and especially watch out for the young-
sters.
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Public Forum/Speak Out

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
USPS 406-160
Published 3 times a week: Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday by Independent Newspapers, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D • Okeechobee, FL 34974
Periodicals Postage Paid at Okeechobee, FL 34974
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to

Okeechobee News
Circulation Administration
PO Box 7011 • Dover, DE 19903

Staff
Advertising Director: Judy Kasten
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!



Betsy’s rescue
On May 2, the Okeechobee Humane Soci-

ety/Pet Rescue submitted a notice along with 
a photo of a pet to the Okeechobee News 
requesting a foster home for a very special 
dog. Betsy, a recently surrendered dog was 
in need of a temporary foster home for at 
least 6 weeks while she was being treated for 
heartworm disease. The notice stated that 

the home 
must be 
quiet and 
that she 
w o u l d 
need to 
be leash 
w a l k e d 
d u r i n g 
treatment. 
After read-
ing the 
n o t i c e , 
Georgene 
and Jim, 
two resi-
dents of 
Okeecho-

bee read your paper then came to us asking 
if they could help by fostering Betsy. What a 
wonderful couple they are! They took Betsy 
to foster on May 6, so we could start the dan-
gerous treatment for heartworm disease to 
save her life.

On June 25, Betsy came back to us af-
ter completing the treatment. She’d been 
house-trained, leash trained, shakes paws/
hands, and learned many other commands 
while with her foster parents.

Georgene and Jim are two of our great-
est foster parents. They enjoy helping the 
dogs, loving them then bringing them back 
to us to fi nd a good forever home. We want 
to say, “Thank you” to them both for their 
heartwarming support of a pet in need and 
without you, Betsy might have died without 
a safe, quiet place to go during treatment.

This is why Betsy is back, to fi nd a for-
ever home of her own. She is here waiting to 
meet a new family to adopt her. She’s back 
on our adoptable dog list as healthy as ever. 

A healthy, happy Betsy just wouldn’t have 
happened without the help of our town’s lo-
cal newspaper doing a good deed for the 
less fortunate of our resident pets.

Thank you,
Belinda Forlifer, President/Director
Humane Society Pet Rescue FL, Inc.
863-763-1104

Lasting memories

Last week’s Firecracker pageant was just 
one more stepping stone in my life. Are you 
ready for this? 

The very fi rst pageant I ever had the privi-
lege of photographing, was let’s just say, “a 
while ago.”

I can distinctly remember the Little Mister 
Speckled Perch, because he had such a gor-
geous face, that no one could ever forget it.

His name is Chuckie Gagliardi. He was 
just 5 years old then. 

The Firecracker Pageant just held at the 
High School once again found Chuckie go-
ing across the same stage in the same build-
ing, this time holding his daughter entered 
in the pageant. Again his mother and father 
in the audience cheering on a member of 
the family. Some things never change. What 
a heartwarming experience it was for all of 
us to be part of the celebration when little 
Maci won her division. More crowns, more 
banners, lots of smiles for all of us to share. 
Would it be too much to ask for me to be 
present when Maci’s child  enters in a pag-
eant? God willing we will all be there for that 
occasion as well.

Blessings to all,
Bobbi Poole

Thanks for the support
We would like to say thank you to every-

one who participated at any level in making 
the Okeechobee Christian Academy Fun 
Shoot at Pine Creek a huge success! The staff 
at Pine Creek went beyond their duties to ac-
commodate all of our needs. We had over 
35 sponsors and 75 shooters who came out 
to participate in a fun and friendly compe-
tition. Every registered shooter received a t-
shirt and a goody bag full of items donated 
by local businesses. Gilbert Snapper and Golf 
Cars brought out additional golf carts that 
were needed and then they took the prize for 
high overall team! We had a delicious lunch 
catered by Golden Corral followed by a silent 

auction with many items that were donated 
by local businesses. 

Roy Reno won a cash prize of $225.00 and 
graciously donated the money back to our 
school. We want to say a special thank you 
to Teresa Chandler for all of her hard work 
and to Billy Dean at WOKC, the Okeechobee 
News, The Pennysaver and the Okeechobee 
Magazine for helping us to get the word out. 
We could not have done this without ev-
eryone’s help and support and we are truly 
grateful! Once again we were amazed to see 
God pour his blessing out on our school and 
we are so excited to see what He has in store 
for the coming school year! Sincerely,

Okeechobee Christian Academy
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Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

ACCIDENT LAW OFFICES OF

1120 S. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

467-7100
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“As I See It”

By Rodney Barreto
FWC Chairman

The Fourth of July weekend traditionally 
is one of the most popular boating holidays 
of the year. Florida boaters ramp up the fun 
factor afl oat with picnics, tubing, waterski-
ing, attending fi reworks displays and visiting 
waterside restaurants. 

These activities alone don’t constitute 
anything that might be dangerous—except 
when boaters abuse alcohol, don’t wear life 
jackets, don’t consider weather develop-
ments or don’t keep a sharp lookout ahead, 
to the sides and behind their vessels. 

One of the main duties of Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission offi cers 
is the enforcement of boating safety regula-
tions. Many sheriff ’s departments and local 
police departments also have law enforce-
ment offi cers afl oat to help out with marine 
safety issues. All these law enforcement 
agencies will be on the water, helping to en-
sure the safety of the boating public during 
the extended holiday weekend—and they 
are all involved in “Operation Dry Water,” a 
national effort to call attention to the danger-
ous practice of operating a vessel under the 
infl uence of alcohol or drugs. Boating safety 
details in high-use areas will be targeting 
inebriated boaters.

In spite of a strong presence of law en-
forcement offi cers on the water, Florida all 
too often leads the nation in fatal boating ac-
cidents. Copious amounts of both saltwater 
and freshwater recreational opportunities 
and a 12-month boating season are factors 
that combine to increase the odds that boat-
ing accidents will happen here. Yet, these 
factors cannot excuse the exercise of poor 
judgment by an irresponsible skipper.

There is an addition concern specifi c to 
the western reaches of the state’s boaters 
this holiday weekend. Oil from the Deep-
water Horizon event is toxic to people as 
well as wildlife. To avoid causing additional 
damage to ourselves and our environment, 

boaters should avoid areas where booms 
are deployed and oil is present. If near oil 
booms, keep speeds down to minimum 
wake or slower. Wakes from vessels can 
damage booms, and traveling through oil 
can contaminate a vessel, further spreading 
toxic chemicals in an already highly stressed 
environment. As for the direct effects of oil 
on your vessel, piloting through oil or tar will 
damage your vessel’s engine and your bank 
account. 

Boating is a fun recreational activity, but 
only as long as your habits on the water are 
punctuated with responsible behavior and 
good common sense.

Boaters need to be extra cautious on July 4th weekend

Lotteries
Florida Lottery —  Here are the num-

bers selected Wednesday in the Florida 
Lottery: Cash 3: 0-2-1; Play 4: 0-9-8-4; 
Fantasy 5: 21-24-27-33-34; Mega Money: 
7-11-22-40 MB 4; Florida Lotto: 5-9-12-17-
31-46 X 4; Powerball: 6-38-43-47-48 PB 
27 x5. Numbers drawn Thursday, Cash 3: 
2-9-4; Play 4: 2-8-6-0.

Today: Showers and thunderstorms 
likely, mainly after noon. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 89. Southeast wind between 5 
and 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 70 
percent.

Tonight: Scattered showers and thun-
derstorms, mainly before midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 73. East south-
east wind around 5 mph becoming calm. 
Chance of precipitation is 30 percent.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Scattered showers and thun-

derstorms, mainly after noon. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 89. East southeast wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 50 percent.

Saturday night: Scattered showers 
and thunderstorms before midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 73. East wind 
around 5 mph becoming calm. Chance of 
precipitation is 30 percent.

Independence Day: Scattered show-
ers and thunderstorms, mainly after noon. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 89. Calm 
wind. Chance of precipitation is 50 percent.

Okeechobee Forecast

Letters to the editor



Raulerson Hospital to host 
breakfast event

Raulerson Hospital invites the public to a 
free breakfast on Thursday, July 8, at 7:30 
a.m. in the Raulerson Hospital Cafeteria, 
1796 Hwy. 441 N., Okeechobee. The break-
fast event is to help to introduce the com-
munity to Emergency Room Physician, Dr. 
Michael Adelberg and the ER staff. Seating is 
limited and an RSVP is required. Please call 
Marnie Lauter, Public Relations/Marketing 
Coordinator at 863-824-2702 to reserve your 
seat. Don’t let an emergency be your fi rst in-
troduction to the Emergency Room.

Gordie Peer display at local 
library

Gordie Peer, former western fi lm stunt-
man, Wild West entertainer, and local ranch-
er, will display his extensive collection of 
cowboy and western fi lm memorabilia the 
month of July at the Okeechobee County Li-
brary, 206 S.W. 16th Street. The display runs 
from now through July 31. Call the library at 
863-763-3536 for more information.

July 4 Barbecue Contest set
The inaugural O.L. Raulerson, Jr. July 

4th BBQ Contest is set for July 2 and 3, at 
Okee-Tantie Marina, 10430 St. Rd. 78 West, 
Okeechobee. The contest will feature barbe-
cuing at its fi nest with backyard barbecuers 
putting out their best wood and charcoal 
only barbecue and will include “Anything 
Butt” and Sauces. Water and electricity will 
be provided. Judging for the contest will be 
Friday, July 2, at 7 p.m. for Pork Butt, Ribs 
and Chicken and Saturday, July 3 at noon 
with awards presented for Grand and Re-
serve Overall. The fee is $150 for entries in 
fi rst, second and third category. For more 
information, please contact Keith Stripling 
at 863-634-9108, Laurie Raulerson Stephen 
at 863-634-3462 or Bobby Schoonmaker at 
863-634-3910.

Steak Night set for tonight
The Fraternal Order of Eagles, #4137, 

9985 Hwy 441 North will host Steak Night 
Friday, July 2, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Din-
ner will include steak, salad, baked potato 
or sweet potato, garlic bread and desert for 
a donation of $12. Live entertainment will be 
provided by Michael’s Memories.

Children’s Ranch holds yard sale
Real Life Children’s Ranch Yard Sale will 

be open Saturday, July 3, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. All proceeds help our children.

Redneck Yacht Club plans 
benefi t

The Redneck Yacht Club will hold their 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, July 6 at 6 
p.m., at Butch’s backyard bar. They will 
discuss a benefi t they plan to host in July 
to help Rick Krnotch, a local musician. Rick 
had heart surgery and needs our help to pay 
hospital expenses. Anyone who knows Rick 
and would like to help with this benefi t is 
encouraged to attend. Hope to see you all 
there. For questions, call Dot at 863-763-
8262.

Habitat for Humanity 
meeting changed

Location of Habitat for Humanity of 
Okeechobee’s Monthly Meeting has been 
changed to Hampton Inn meeting room. 
The next meeting will be held on July 6, at 
Hampton Inn 1200 S.R. 70 East at 6:00pm, 
refreshments will be served. 

Red Cross plans July Health 
and Safety classes

The Okeechobee Service Center of the 
American Red Cross will hold the following 
Health & Safety classes in July:

• Wednesday, July 7 - First Aid Basics at 
6 p.m.

• Monday, July 12 - Adult CPR/AED at 6 
p.m.

• Thursday, July 22 - Infant/Child CPR/
AED at 6 p.m. 

All classes are held at their Service Cen-
ter, located at 323 N. Parrott Ave. To register, 
or for more information call 863-763-2488.

Summer ‘Teen Dance 
Party’ set
Another great night is planned for local 
teens at the next Teen Dance Party set for 
Saturday, July 10, from 7 until 10 p.m. at 
the Okeechobee Freshman Campus. Live 
music will be presented by DP Productions. 
The cost for the dance is just $7 per person 
and admission includes pizza, soda and 
chips! All proceeds will benefi t the Real Life 
Children’s Ranch. 

Benefi t for School Crossing 
Guard Alice Sippert

Join us on July 17 at 11 a.m. at the Amer-
ican Legion for a pork dinner, live music and 
auction to help Alice Sippert out. Alice has 
suffered an illness that left her unable to 
work. Hospital stays, doctors and no medi-
cal insurance fi nds her with bills that keep 
piling up. The pork dinner is $8. Auctioneer, 
Jeff Osborne at 1 p.m. Now accepting cash 
or donations for auction. Call Jeff at 863-634-
7389; Danny at 863-697-0127; or Bruce at 
863-634-4652.

Nutrition class to be held
A CRA nutritional analysis class will be 

held Monday, July 12 at 5:30 p.m. at Doug-
las Chiropractic and Fitness Center. The class 
will be taught by Dr. Edward Douglas. This is 
free to the community. For more informa-
tion, call 863-763-4320.

Hospice to host Special Yard Sale
Hospice of Okeechobee (411 SE Fourth 

Street) will hold a Gigantic Yard Sale on 
Thursday, July 15 and Friday, July 16, from 
8 a.m. until noon. Specialty Items This Sale: 
children’s play clothes. We have new items 
galore offered at extremely reasonable pric-
es. Funds raised will benefi t patient care, in-
cluding services at The Hamrick Home. If you 
wish to donate items to the Yard Sale, drop 
off times are weekdays between 8 a.m. and 1 
p.m. For information call 863-467-2321.

Collaborative Council 
meeting set

The next meeting of the Community Col-
laborative Council, a part of the Shared Ser-
vices Network of Okeechobee, will be Tues-
day, July 27, at 10 a.m. in the board room 
of the School Board Offi ce. It is open to the 
public. Guest speakers: Lynn Vidulich, Foster 
Grandparent Program and Candace Pope, 
Okeechobee County Health Dept. - S.W.A.T. 
Please remember to support our back-to-
school supply drive with your donations (fi -
nancial and/or supplies) through the month 
of July. Call Sharon Vinson at 863-462-5000.
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Ethel ‘Hutchie’ Altobello, 87
OKEECHOBEE — Ethel “Hutchie” Altobello, 

age 87, of Okeechobee, passed away June 28, 
2010, at her home.

She was born Aug. 2, 1922, in Raleigh, W.Va., 
to Lesley and Pearl Mankin. She was a home-
maker having come to Okeechobee from West 
Virginia in 1947. She 
was a member of 
the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church.

Mrs. Altobello is 
survived by her hus-
band of 62 years, 
Frank Altobello; and 
daughter, Francis Al-
tobello, both of 
Okeechobee.

Visitation was held 
at 10 a.m. until mass 
at 11 a.m. Wednesday, June 30, 2010, at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church with Father Hugh Duffy 
offi ciating. Interment followed at Evergreen Ce-
metery.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

SAME FAMILY ~ NEW NAME ~ NEW LOCATION 
SERVING THE OKEECHOBEE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS 

24 Hour Service - 7 days - By Family

BURIAL ~ CREMATION 
SHIPPING ~ MONUMENTS

All Pre-arrangements Honored 
From Other Establishments

863-357 SAVE (7283)
Fax 863-357-3696

4550 Hwy 441 North, Okeechobee 
(Abundant Blessings Church) Paul M. Buxton L.F.D. ~Marilyn A. Buxton

~Matthew P. Buxton, L.F.D.

Obituaries
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2009

Monday–Friday
8am–8pm
Saturday
9am–5pm

Se Habla Español

5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce • 1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1 • Ft. Pierce 461-6000 
CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673)

*Prices as shown after all rebates. Low interest rate financing in lieu of rebates. Interest rates as shown WAC through Ford Motor Credit. **Based on 2009 Ford Motor Company 
annual sales data for total new retail vehicle sales registrations for the 4-county area of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties. 

All prices plus tax, tag and $289 dealer fee. Offers valid through 7/6/10. Must take delivery by 7/6/10.

#1 VOLUME FORD DEALER ON THE TREASURE COAST!** Your Internet Representative Hank Basile at Sunrise-Ford.com

“From Our Family To Yours For Over 75 Years.”

NEW 2010 FORD

F-150

NEW 2010 FORD

EDGE
SE

$18,999
FINAL PRICE

Triton V8, Auto, A/C,
Tow PKG. & More!
#10351

NEW 2010 FORD

FUSION
SE

$19,999
FINAL PRICE

Auto, Reverse Sensing,
All Power, Rear Spoiler!
#10768

Alloys, Auto, 6 Disc CD,
Full Power, Synch & More!
#10802

PRE-OWNED
FINAL LIQUIDATION PRICES!

SAVE $4,006

SAVE $3,416

$24,295
FINAL PRICE

‘08 FORD 
FOCUS SE

AUTO., A/C, CD, ONLY 29K
MILES, BAL. OF WARR.,
HI MPG, #10573A

$11,950
‘04 FORD 

EXPEDITION XLT
3RD ROW SEAT, ALL
POWER, TOW READY,
TRITON, LTHR., #10670A

$13,833
‘08 MAZDA 3 

SPORT
PHANTOM METALLIC,
AUTO., FULL PWR., 38K
MILES, SAVE ! #BB3762

$13,979
‘06 FORD RANGER 

XLT SUPERCAB
4.0 V6, ALLOYS, LTHR.,
TOW PKG., BEDLINER,
LOW MI., #BB3647A

$14,448
‘08 CHEVY

MALIBU LS SEDAN
ONLY 26K MI., FULL WAR-
RANTY, AUTO., DON’T PAY
$26K FOR NEW! #10545A

$14,490
‘09 HONDA 

FIT
5 DR. HATCHBACK, BAL.
OF WARR., FULL PWR.,
GAS SIPPER! #10499A

$16,911
‘08 HONDA 

CIVIC SI
TOP OF LINE, LUXURY &
PERFORMANCE, CUSTOM
ALLOYS, MNRF., #P3664A

$16,969
‘03 FORD THUNDERBIRD

CONVERTIBLE
INSTANT CLASSIC, V8,
ALL PWR., HARDTOP, 
SELECT SHIFT, #P3761

$16,995

‘06 TOYOTA 
TACOMA SR5

V6 PRERUMMER, AUTO.,
ACCESS CAB 4 DR., 53K
MI., RARE FIND! #9389B

$17,965
‘08 FORD 

ESCAPE XLT
V6, AUTO., ALL PWR.,
GAS MIZER, BAL. OF
WARR., 29K MI., #10635A

$17,965
‘05 FORD MUSTANG

GT COUPE
5 SPD., PREMIUM, PWR.,
PKG., SHOWROOM NEW,
ONLY 40K MI., #11034A

$17,999
‘08 NISSAN 

ROGUE SL
GREAT SMALL SUV,
AUTO., MNRF., ALL PWR.,
ALLOYS, #10705A

$18,695
‘07 NISSAN 

MURANO S
AWD, DRIVE SAFE –
DRIVE LUXURY, ONLY 49K
MI., NICE! #10585A

$18,996
‘07 CADILLAC 

DTS
NEW CAR TRADE, PURE
LUXURY & COMFORT,
PWR., LTHR., #10591A

$19,590
‘04 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 

LIMITED
RARE 4X4, AUTO., LTHR.,
MNRF., TOW READY,
#10721A

$19,595
‘08 FORD ESCAPE 

HYBRID
OXFORD WHITE, GRAY
LTHR., HIGH MPG =
GREEN SUV! #10112A

$20,695

‘07 FORD F-150
NITEMARE

SUPER CHARGED. 
LIMITED PRODUCTION,
EXTRA CLEAN! #10715A

$22,685
‘07 FORD MUSTANG

GT CONVERTIBLE
PREMIUM PKG., ONLY
38K MI., ALL PWR., AL-
LOYS, LTHR., #10167A

$22,769
‘07 FORD F-150 

CREW XLT
TRITON V8, TOW PKG.,
SILVER W/ MATCHING
TOPPER, 23K MI., #P3712

$22,769
‘07 CHEVY SILVERADO 

Z-71 CREW 500 4X4
SUPER SHARP, MATCHING
CAMPER, LTHR., PWR,
NEW TRADE! #10384A

$24,770
‘07 GMC SIERRA

2500 4X4 EXT CAB
NONE NICER, ALL PWR.,
ALLOYS, TOW READY,
BEDLINER, #10677A

$25,479
‘08 FORD EXPLORER 

SPORT TRAC LTD.
OXFORD WHITE, LTHR.,
MNRF., 19,900 MILES,
#10562A

$26,500
‘08 FORD EXPEDITION 

LIMITED
MOONROOF, DVD, COOL’D
& HEATED SEATS, 35,900
MILES, WHITE, #10527A

$31,500
‘10 FORD MUSTANG 

SHELBY GT 500
1 OWNER, PWR. PKG.,
A/C, SIDE AIRBAGS,
1,825 MI., #11005A

$46,500

JUST
ARRIVED!

JUST
ARRIVED!

0%
APR*

0%
APR*

SAVE $4,000
0%

APR*
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RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

Visit 
us 

online at
newszap.com

http://specialsections.newszap.com

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

Optical Gallery
763-4334

763-3403357-4899
Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and
Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract

Microsurgery
Diabetic Eye Exams

Glaucoma Evaluation & Treatment
State of the Art Complete 

Optical Laboratory
Eyeglasses and Contact

Lenses

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye

Physician & Surgeon

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.
Specializing in:

Adult & Pediatric
Urology

Bladder & Kidney Infections
Impotence/Implants

No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.
Okeechobee 

(863) 763-0217

Board Certified In Urology

UROLOGY GYNECOLOGIST

ACUPUNCTURE
Insomnia
Anxiety/Stress
Low back pain
Sciatica
Headaches
Neck pain
Weight loss/
eating disorders
Stop smoking
Depression
Foot/ankle pain
Fibromyalgia
Fatigue

Assistant Dean of Western

Medicine at the Florida College

of Integrative Medicine

Okeechobee
Acupuncture Center
Okeechobee Medical Park
1713 US Hwy 441 N, Suite D
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-398-4182
Email for Info & Newsletter:
DrOAcupuncture@aol.com

Dr. Glenn H. Osterweil,
DPM, L.Ac.
Acupuncturist/Podiatrist

The 2009 – 2010 Medical Information Guide is available online at 

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

ACUPUNCTURIST

HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

Caring for Those You Care About

120 BEDS

James E.
Bradfield,
MD FACOG

Gynecology
Board Certified

Evening and Saturday
Appointments

• Loss of Libido
• Endometriosis
• Urine Control
• Infertility
• Menstrual 
Abnormalities

• Sterilization
•• Laser Surgery
• Minimally 
Invasive Surgery

All Major Insurances Accepted

Email:  drbradfield@earthlink.net

863-763-8000
1713 Hwy 441 N, Suite F, 

Okeechobee

Most cancer patients are wor-
ried about their cancer diagnosis,
the confusing array of treatment
options available, fearful about
side effects and are frustrated at
the lack of
u n b i a s e d
information. 

We are the
ONLY group of
physicians in

the area with the experience, expertise and cutting
edge equipment that cover the complete range of treat-
ment options comparable to a University level cancer center. This enables
us to customize an effective treatment program that maximizes cancer
control, minimize side effects resulting in less recovery time and time
away from loved ones. Our goal is to help patients get back on their feet
and back to their lives as quickly as possible. 

We offer courtesy transportation upon request.

Several thousand
patients would attest to
the unique one on one
counseling they receive
at the Big Lake Cancer
Center that gives them

the confidence and
courage to face their

challenges. 

Safe and Effective Ways of Treating Cancer in 5 Days
or Less with Precisely Targeted Radiation Therapy 

Ramesh Kumar, MD 
William Crook, MD 
Julie Santelli, MD

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Big Lake 
Cancer Center
1115 N. Parrott Ave 

Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 467-9500

Coastal Radiation
Oncology
931 37th Place 

Vero Beach, FL 32960

(772) 774-4182

Coastal Cyberknife &
Radiation Oncology

5550 S US Hwy 1 
Ft. Pierce, FL 34982

(772) 293-0377
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Reach More
Customers with
Just One Call!

Advertise in the
Okeechobee

News
Call 763-3134

today!

ENDOCRINOLOGY

HEALTH

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.www.tcdermatology.com

FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY THE 
AMERICAN BOARD OF DERMATOLOGY

Okeechobee
863-467-9555
Vero Beach

772-778-7782

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

DERMATOLOGY

MRI

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN MRI

115 NE
3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

We Love toWe Love to Care!Care!

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility
1646 U.S. Highway 441 North  

863-763-2226Five-Star Rated
�����

Family Owned & Operated, OHCF has been
Providing Care to Elderly Citizens of Okeechobee
and Surrounding Counties Since December 1984
• Long-Term Nursing Care Available

7 Days a Week/24 Hours a Day
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s  

Memory Care Wing
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Rehab, Physical, Occupational, 

Speech and Out-Patient Therapies
Stimulating & Fun Daily Activities

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME

Joint Commission Accredited

• Anesthesiology 
• Gastroenterology 
• General Surgery 
• Gynecology 
• Ophthalmology 
• Oral Surgery
• Orthopedics
• Otolaryngology (ENT)
• Pain Management
• Plastic Surgery 
• Podiatry
• Urology

1655 Hwy. 441 North,
Okeechobee, Fl 34972

Fax (863) 357-6230

(863) 357-6220

Estb. 1999

SURGERY CENTER

202 NE 2nd Ave., 
Ste. 3 & 4, Okeechobee

(863) 467-2159

Gabriel 
Guerrero, 
M.D., F.A.C.E.

Endocrinology
Internal Medicine

• Fellow of the American College of 
Endocrinology

• Residency and Fellowship at the 
University of Miami

• Board Certified in Endocrinology, 
Diabetes and Metabolism

• Board Certified in Internal Medicine
"Specialized in the care of

Diabetes, Thyroid, Cholesterol,
Osteosporosis and other

Endocrinologic conditions”

HEARING CARE CENTER

Better Hearing Starts Today!

Call
(863) 467-5333

Hearing Care Centers

3545 Hwy 441 S • Okeechobee

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE
40% off MSRP

on Anthem hearing 
instruments
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After launching with one team in 2000, 
the Chobee Firestix Girls Softball program 
has grown signifi cantly. It now consists of 
approximately 75 players from ages 8 to 18 
on fi ve traveling teams – 8 and under, 10U, 
12U, 14U and 16U squads.  

All fi ve teams competed during the spring 
and now three of them – 10U, 12U and 14U – 
will play in the Florida state tournament July 
3-4, at Sebastian and Vero Beach. In addition, 
the 14U team has qualifi ed for the USSSA 
World Series July 26-Aug. 1, in Orlando.

“Several of our teams have had quite a 
bit of success recently,” said President, co-
founder and 10U coach Kim Hargraves. 
“Last year our 18U ‘B’ team won the state 
tournament, while our 10U ‘B’ team placed 
third. We’re looking forward to a good state 
tournament and hopefully the 14U team will 
perform well in Orlando.” 

Current Chobee Firestix Softball rosters 
include:

•10U Team – Abigail Myers, Michaela My-
ers, Megan Hargraves, Bailie Shurley, Raylee 
Coleman, Alix Blakenship, Kassie Weldon, 
McKenna Cook, Aleina Micco, Savahha Mill-
er and Mallorie Thomas.

•12U Team – Mikaela Queen, Jacqueline 
Phares, Jordan Lawlis, Julia Weldon, Tamea 
Allen, Jessica Drawdy, Elisia Garcia, Kelli 
Chapman, Carrie Wharin, Brittani Mellette 
and Kristin Dryden.

•14U Team – Danyelle Sheffi eld, Carissa 
Licata, Lexi Ward, Bethany Stewart, Stormy 
Stokes, Tiffany Bowers, Lauren Hazellief, C.J. 
Eddings, Delaney Osceola, Jaide Micco, Lexi 
Manson, Kathy Simmons, Kailey Hoover and 
Sarah Davis.

Coaches are Kim Hargraves, Judd Shurley 
and Mike Cook for the 10U team, Darryl Al-
len and Mike Wharin for the 12U squad, and 
Mark Ward, Shawn Hayes and Dylan Ted-
ders for the 14U team. 
Other coaches during 
the spring season were 
Pam Matthews, Brett 
Matthews, Steve Har-
graves, Elia Suarez, Kel-
ley Smiley, Mary Huff, 
Lauren Throop and Ty-
rone Smith.

Kim Hargraves, who 
played softball and vol-
leyball on a scholarship 
at Indian River State Uni-
versity in Ft. Pierce and 
is the Okeechobee var-
sity girls softball coach, 
said that she helped es-
tablish Chobee Firestix 
Softball 10 years ago for 
two reasons.

“One was because 
we wanted girls to ar-
rive at the high school 
level with more expe-
rience and some ad-

vanced skills,” Hargraves said.  “It used to 
be that we had to teach them fundamentals 
as freshmen. But now, they’re learning that 
kind of thing from 6 and 7 years old, and are 
much better prepared for high school ball.

“The other reason is so that we can help 
the girls get college educations that they 
might not otherwise be able to obtain. We’ve 
probably had about 20 girls who have earned 
college scholarships as a result of playing 
with our organization and the high school 
team, including three who are currently play-
ing Division I ball.”

Hargraves said that the girls, 95 percent of 
whom live in Okeechobee, learn much more 
than how to hit, throw and catch a softball.

“I know what softball did for me in terms 
of character building and making me who I 
am, and I see it doing the same thing for the 
girls,” she said. “There’s nothing wrong with 
learning how to work hard, how to not make 
excuses for mistakes and how to grow from 
your mistakes.”

The Chobee Firestix play their games at 
a variety of fi elds in towns including Coral 
Springs, Palm Beach Gardens, Stuart, Palm 
City, Lake Worth, Jupiter, Jensen Beach, 
Sebastian, West Palm Beach, Port St. Lucie, 
Sebring, Wellington and others. In addition 
to games, the program provides conditioning 
and strength training instruction year ‘round. 
Aside from Hargraves, Chobee Firestix Soft-
ball Board of Directors include Heather Gil-
lis, Vice President; Pam Matthews, Secre-
tary; and Holly Sheffi eld, Treasurer. At-Large 
board members are Dawn Hoover, Herb 
Bringger, Wayne Harrell, Karen Drawdy and 
Judd Shurley. 

For more information about the Chobee 
Firestix Softball program, visit: http://cho-
beefi restix.com.
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St. Lic. CACO29420

467-1545*Based on capacity & efficiency ratings. 
**Tax Credit up to $1,500.

**Offer expires 6/30/2010 *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Mfg products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more
information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment.

“Our Focus Is To Make You Comfortable”

Federal 
Tax Rebate

UUP TO
$1,500

UUP TO
$1,200

MFG
Rebate

UUP TO
$1,000

FPL
Rebate

Serving the
entire lake area

for over
25 years
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Chobee Firestix Softball teams
head to state tournament

Specail to the Okeechobee News/Chobee Firestyx
The Chobee Firestix Girls Softball program has grown from one team to fi ve 
teams with players in age groups from 8 to 18.

Special to the Okeechobee news
Become an online fan of the Chobee Firestix. Go to www.
newszap.com, click on “Okeechobee” and then on the 
“sports” tab to fi nd Okeechobee Community Sports Net-
work.
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FREE Fun Tub w/any purchase

FREE Swivel bar stool w/purchase of

2 matching swivel bar stools purchase 

FREE HDMI cable or universal

remote control w/purchase of any

HDTV

FREE Mattress protector & pillow

protectors w/any mattress set purchase 

FREE lamp w/ any lamp purchase 

FREE rug ($199.95 or less value)

w/any 7-pc living room purchase of

$999.95 or more 

FREE silk floral ($50) or less value)

w/any 5-pc dinette or dining room 

FREE fun tub w/any purchase 

FREE nightstand w/purchase of select

queen or king beds 

FREE chair w/purchase of select 7-pc

living rooms 

44/46 Ser

71 Ser

JJune 29th

- July 4th 

June 29th thru July 26th

512 W. North Park St. 
Okeechobee, Florida 

763-3823

at Robins Air Force Base in Georgia 
as an Aerospace Maintenance 
Instructor. He is a veteran of 
Operation IRAQI freedom. The 
couple will return to Okeechobee 
to marry on September 4, 2010 and 
will reside in Warner Robins Ga.

TSGT. SCOTT MIXON
CARLEE MARIE EGGETT &

John and Diane Eggett 
are proud to an-
nounce the engage-

ment of their daughter, 
Carlee Marie Eggett, to 
Scott Mixon, son of Ron & 
Lori Mixon. The bride to 
be was born in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. 
She moved to Florida 
when she was 18 to attend 
Indian River State College 
on a softball scholarship.  
She then transferred to 
Thomas University in 
Georgia where she was 
assistant coach of the 
University’s softball team 
and earned her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Administration-
Marketing in 2010. Her fiance, 
Technical Sergeant Scott Mixon, 
graduated from Okeechobee High 
School in 1996. After graduation, 
he enlisted in the United States 
Air force and is currently stationed                                                                                                                                        

ENGAGEMENT
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Raye Duesinger

Women’s group luncheon
Members of the Okeechobee Businesswomen’s Referral Network donat-
ed and packed up more than 265 pounds of items to be sent to the troops 
overseas. Instead of exchanging business and promotion items during their 
monthly luncheon, they decided to encourage and support troops from the 
Okeechobee area. The group hopes to make it a continuing project. For infor-
mation, contact Raye at 863-610-2176 or Val at 863-357-6555.

American Drilling Services, Inc. will be 
accepting donations of new or gently used 
shoes for school aged children in the com-
munity. The shoes can be dropped off at 
American Drilling Services, Inc. located 
at 405 S.W. Second Street or call Sarah at 

863-763-3221 if you need someone to pick 
them up. All of the shoes will be given 
away on a fi rst come, fi rst serve basis on 
August 21 at the Back to School Bash at the 
Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center.

Shoe drive asks for gently worn shoes



TALLAHASSEE—Recognizing the ben-
efi ts of time spent outdoors in Florida’s en-
vironment, Governor Charlie Crist recently 
signed a proclamation highlighting July as 
Parks and Recreation Month. The Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection’s 
(DEP) Division of Recreation and Parks, 
along with Governor Crist, is encouraging 
families and friends to explore and enjoy na-
ture and celebrate the 75th Anniversary of 
Florida State Parks.

Continuing the theme of Family, Friends, 
Fun, Florida’s 160 state parks will host events 
throughout the state for individuals and fam-
ilies of all ages and interests. Day-use entry 
into all state parks (except Skyway Fishing 
Pier) will be free on Saturday, July 17 to pro-
vide an opportunity for residents and visitors 
to head outdoors and experience Florida’s 
environment. 

“Parks and Recreation Month increases 
awareness of the value and important ben-
efi ts of recreation and parks to individuals, 
families and communities,” said DEP’s Dep-
uty Secretary of Land and Recreation Bob 
Ballard. “Florida’s state parks provide an 
excellent avenue to escape from the rigors 
of every day life and enjoy all of the benefi ts 
and treasures of the great outdoors.” 

Florida’s state parks will also offer an 
Independence Day Photo Contest for Twit-
ter followers, allowing visitors to share their 
Parks and Recreation Month memories. Par-
ticipants can enter to win a free Family An-
nual Entrance Pass and other prizes simply 
by tweeting their favorite photo taken at a 
Florida state park from July 1 through July 
10. For contest information follow Florida 
State Parks on Twitter at www.twitter.com/
FLStateParks.

Select events throughout the state are 
listed below. To view a full list of park events 

visit, www.fl oridastateparks.org/thingstodo/
events.cfm.
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The Gathering
A Church of Restoration

Sunday 10:30am

Children’s Church & Nursery Provided

1735 SW 24th Ave • 357-4418
www.thegatheringchurch.us

“Care and Share” Groups
Throughout the week

Come As You Are

NON-DENOMINATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH

“Your Place of Destiny” - Jeremiah 29:11

3666 E. Hwy 70 • Okeechobee
(Old Elks Lodge)

(863) 357-2264
Bishop Robert J. Banks, Jr., Pastor

Sunday School - 9am
Sunday Worship - 10am
Tues. & Thurs. - 7:30pm

Prayer Service, Tues. & Thurs. 6:30pm - 7:30pm
Nursery Available at All Services

Office Hours:
Mon. 9am - 12 noon

Tues. - Fri. 9am - 5pm

PENTECOSTAL

Sunday Worship Service
11am

Sunday School 11am

Sunday Night Service 7pm

Wed. Night Bible Study 7pm

Living Word of Faith Church 

1902 S. Parrott Avenue 
Okeechobee 

Pastor Lee Minton • (863) 697-8517

WWORSHIPP LEADERR 

NEEDED
Thee Okeechobeee Chrisitiann Churchh iss seek-

ingg aa Worshipp Leaderr too assistt inn leading

ourr praisee andd woorshipp teamm duringg our

10:300 Sundayy morningg service.. 

Thee currentt worshipp stylee iss contemporary
blendded.. Iff youu lovee thee Lordd andd are

blessedd withh thee giftt off music,, contactt our
preacherr forr moree inforrmation.. 

Jimm McCutchenn 

(863)273-1804
orr email:: jimmacfl45@aol.com
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Get outdoors and celebrate 
Parks and Recreation month

Freedom Outreach hosts Big Fish tournament

Special to the Okeechobee News/Wendy Walker
Freedom Outreach Ministry was pleased with another great tournament held 
Sunday, June 27. We thank everyone again for their participation and support. 
Winning fi rst place was Team Mike Zubricky/Mike Cornell with 20.02 lbs. The 
team also won second Big Fish at 5.04 lbs. 

Special to the Okeechobee News/Wendy 
Walker

Second place was team Darrell Brack-
in/Vicky Brackin with 19.12 lbs. The 
team also won fi rst Big Fish at 7.14 
lbs. 

Special to the Okeechobee News/Wendy 
Walker

Third place was team Robert Stafford/
James Stafford with 16.02 lbs.



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Have A Safe Holiday!

The Okeechobee News 
will be closed Monday, July 5th

for Independence Day
WEDNESDAY, JULY 7TH DEADLINE

Display Advertising. . . . . . . .  . 3 p.m., Friday, July 2nd

6390 W. Indiantown Rd.

Jupiter, FL 33458

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

Walpole  Feed 
& Supply Co.

DEWORM YOUR CATTLE THE EASY WAY
WITH OUR NEW SAFE-GUARD®

CCattle Cubes
Safe-guard® Molasses Blocks  
Safe-guard® Molasses 

Stop In For Details 

Hwy. 98 N. Okeechobee

763-6905
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This Independence Day, many Americans 
will celebrate by gathering over traditional fi re-
works at outdoor festivities. Although crowds 
of people marvel each year over the beauty and 
noise of these time-honored explosives, they 
can quickly turn dangerous. There were 8,800 
fi rework-related injuries treated in U.S. hospital 
emergency departments in 2009, according to 
the U.S. Consumer Product and Safety Com-
mission. If your plans for the Fourth of July 
include fi reworks, barbecues, or relaxing days 
at the pool or beach, the American Red Cross 
can help you prevent emergencies and enjoy a 
safer holiday with the following tips.
Firework safety:

• Never give fi reworks to small children, 
and always follow the instructions on the pack-
aging. 

• Keep a supply of water close-by as a pre-
caution. 

• Make sure the person lighting fi reworks 
always wears eye protection. 

• Light only one fi rework at a time and 
never attempt to relight “a dud.” 

• Store fi reworks in a cool, dry place away 
from children and pets. 

• Never throw or point a fi rework toward 
people, animals, vehicles, structures or fl am-
mable materials. 

• Stay at least 500 feet away from profes-
sional fi reworks displays. 

• Leave any area immediately where un-
trained amateurs are using fi reworks. 

Safe Grilling:
• Use gas and charcoal barbecue grills out-

side only.
• Position grills far from siding, deck rail-

ings, overhanging branches and house eaves. 
• Keep children and pets at least three feet 

away from the grill area. 
• Never add charcoal starter fl uid when 

coals have already been ignited. 
• Always follow the manufacturer’s instruc-

tions when using grills. 
• Always supervise a barbecue grill when 

in use. 
Water safety at the pool and beach:

• Swim in a supervised, marked area with a 
lifeguard present, and swim with others. Never 
swim alone. 

• Enter the water feet fi rst. Enter the water 
headfi rst only when the area is clearly marked 
for diving and has no obstructions. 

• Adults should never leave a child unob-
served around water. Practice “reach super-
vision” by staying within an arm’s length of 
young children and weak swimmers while 
they are in and around the water. 

• Take frequent breaks (about once an 
hour) where everyone gets out of the water, 
drinks water, reapplies sunscreen (SPF 15 or 
higher) and rests.

• If a child is missing, check the pool fi rst. 
Go to the edge of the pool and scan the entire 
pool, bottom, and surface, as well as the sur-
rounding pool area.

Red Cross offers holiday safety tips

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Maria’s Cuban Cafe is the place to go for 
an authentic Cuban Sandwich made with 
ham, pork, cheese and Cuban bread.

Owner Maria Rivero, who has been in 
the restaurant business all her life, recently 
moved from another location. She hopes 
all her old customers will come to her new 
Treasure Island location 3235 U.S. 441 S.E. 

Another specialty of Maria’s is the Mid-
night Sandwich with pork, ham and cheese 
served on sweetbread. All sandwiches are 
served with French fries. All entrees are 
served with rice, black beans and plantains. 
The cafe also serves soups and salads and 
has a kid’s menu. 

The hours are 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday. In September the cafe will 

start opening on Mondays.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 

at www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Cuban cafe changes location

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Maria Rivero of Maria’s Cuban Cafe 
announces her new Treasure Island lo-
cation at 3235 U.S. 441 S.E.



BASSWOOD - 2874 NW 
33 Ave, Saturday July 3 
2010, 9:00 am - ?. Din-
ning Table, Child’s Bed, 
Baby Clothes & Toys, 
Sofa Bed, Misc.

Yard Sale
7-03-10, 8am-1pm

Furniture and lots of 
household goods
505 NE 9th Ave

CollegeofGolf.KeiserUniversity.edu

See Where Your
Drive Will 
Take You
With a degree in

GOLF MANAGEMENT

1.888.595.7704

Call toll free to speak with 
an Admissions Counselor

Admissions Hours: Mon - Thurs 7:30am - 8pm, 
Fri 7:30am - 5pm, Sat 9am - 1pm

CO
LLEGE OF GOLF

College of Golf Keiser University
Short Game Skills Improvement

July 9th 10:00am- 4:00pm
Call for details

CDL DRIVER or TEAM
Over the road, good

driving record, HAZMAT 
Required. (863)697-6468

Offi ce Help Wanted
with exp. in cash 
handling must have good
customer service skills
and bilingual, dependable
and honest must be able 

to handle a high volume
atmosphere please fax 
resume to 863-763-7002

Prenatal/Infant 
Health Coalition seeks 

Contract Manager 
with experience in 

contracts, QA/OI, fi scal 
mgmt, program 

planning, maternal & 
child health issues. 
Bachelor’s degree in 

related fi eld and three 
years management 

experience preferred. 
OR Bachelor’s with fi ve 

years professional 
experience. Fax 

Resume to 
863-462-5878, or mail 

to: Healthy Start 
Coalition, Po Box 2560, 
Okeechobee, FL 34973. 

Closing date July 
5,2010.

COOK & SERVER Need 
full time for busy res-
taurant. Must have ex-
perience. 863-261-2041

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

CLEARING 
& HAULING

Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

Looking for land to 
lease for Archery 
Only wild hog hunt-
ing. Safe, ethical 
bow hunter (and 
conservative teach-
er), no dogs, bug-
gies, or ATV’s. 
(305)766-2926 or 
(786)360-2927

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

Moving Sale - Frigidaire 
Stove 30”, refrigerator 
18 cu.,washer & dryer

with bases all in good 
cond. call 863-532-0304

Refrigerator - Black 
Side by Side, water and 
ice in door, works great 
including ice maker, 
great condition. Will 
trade for small welder 
or small cutting torch 
set. $300.00. 
(863)467-1456 or 
(772)409-3196

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Garage/
Yard Sales

School/
Instruction

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

School/
Instruction

Employment
Full Time

School/
Instruction

School/
Instruction

Employment
Medical

Employment
Part Time

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

Hunting & Fishing

Top Soil

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Appliances

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds
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Reading a newspaper helps
you plan your time wisely.

No wonder 
newspaper readers

enjoy life more!



DELL OPTIPLEX P4-2.8, 
40GB, 512MB INCL. 17” 
FLATSCREEN - Win-
dows XP PROFESSION-
AL (Up-to-date & 
Genuine). McAffee Anti-
virus Enterprise Virus 
scan (Perceptual). 
Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Outlook (Offi ce 
2007). Optimized & 
tweaked for faster per-
formance $160.00. 
(954)540-1546

BUNK BED, with full size 
futon on bottom - Cher-
ry wood full size bunk 
bed with chrome sides 
and full size futon on 
bottom. Upgraded mat-
tress on top bunk. In 
excellent condition. Paid 
$700.00 new, asking  
$250.00/or best offer. 
(863)763-7075 or 
(863)634-3223

Guardian Generator -
Ultra source 15000 watt
22500 surge, elec. start
can be comm. or resid.
 used 15 min .$1,700 

OBO  863-763-0017 
or 561-723-4659

TOY POODLE  PUP - 
APRI & PEDIGREE PAP-
PERS- FEMALE-SILVER, 
BORN MAY 14TH, 2010 
$ 7 0 0 . 0 0 / f i r m . 
(863)467-7677

BABY GOATS  FOR 
SALE, VARIOUS 
BREEDS, BORN LATE 
APRIL. $37.00

CALL M-F 9 TO 4. 
(863)467-9800

Riding, Ft Drum - Les-
sons, trails, fun. 
www.cpriding.com . 
(863)763-6282

Effi ciency apt, TCI on 
water. Completely fur-
nished, includes utilities 
and cable. $600 mo, 
$300 security. No pets.  
(863)697-3351

IN TOWN 1BR Apt., 
$700 mo. Util. included.   
No pets, smoke-free env. 
1st & sec. (863)610-0861

OAK LAKE 2BR, 1½BA, 
2 Story, Fenced patio. 
Washer & Dryer. Very 
clean. No pets. $700 
mo. 1st, last + $500 
sec. (863)634-3313

TAYLOR CREEK Condos  
1br/1ba, Furnished. 

$650 mo. + 1st & sec. 
dep. 561-352-4243

     Summer Special
1/2 mo. rent free 

2bd/1ba 
     call 863-634-8331

AFFORDABLE NEW 
HOUSES - 3/2/2 and 
3/1/1, tile fl oors, jacuzzi 
tub, Bring Pets,  Large 
Yards (561)723-2226

DIXIE RANCH ACRES 
AREA - 3BR, $750 mo. 
+ $600 sec. dep. In-
cludes water, garbage 
& lawn maintenance. 
NO PETS. Call 
(863)610-0001

For Rent - 3bd/1ba
central air/heat, carport
$850 mo + $300 security
deposit to move in. Call
863-447-9114

FOR RENT: 3/2/2 Split 
plan, new tile fl oors & 
new carpet. Kids and 
pets welcome. Call  
863-634-9330 or 
863-467-2541

NEW BEAUTIFUL single 
3 bdrm, 2 ba home for 
Rent $1300. Utilities, 
cable, air conditioning, 
laundry, & dishwasher.

jamesmaltt44@
yahoo.com

  Okeechobee 
 Hammock

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths New
Construction/ CBS Home
Custom Kitchen,Granite
Countertops, Vaulted 
Ceilings $1,000 mo.

Pritchards GMAC Real
Estate 863-610-1980

REMODLED HOME 3BR, 
1BA, Laminait wood 
fl ooring, new kitchen, 
c/air, W&D, semi-fur-
nished. By Rim Canal. 
Off 441 SE. $800 mo. + 
sec. 786-201-0306

Acres - 4.4, w/nice 3/2, 
w/d, barn, fenced, pri-
vate, jacuzzi, front & 
back porches, $800 mo. 
FLS (863)467-6472

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

OKEE, Furn. Rm. priv. 
entrance, w/d. $125/wk 
& dep., utils incl. 
(863) 763-7331 msg

OKEECHOBEE - Looking 
for roommate to share 
4 br house. All applianc-
es including Washer & 
Dryer. Located at Four 
Seasons. $300/mo Call 
(863)634-4771

      For Sale - 3/2 
handyman special on
large lot, shed, great
location reduced 
price to 37,500 
call for more details 

561-932-3285

DBL WIDE 3BR/2BA - 
sits on 1.25 acres, locat-
ed in Prairie/Viking.  
(561)718-1212 or 
(863)763-3631

FOR RENT: 3/2 and 2/1 
Cottages. Newly remod-
eled. 12 min. from town 
center  on beautiful 
ranch. NO PETS!   Mon-
Fri.  (863) 467-2982

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Big O Bass Boat; 20’ 1” 
175Johnson HP, 101 lb

thurst Minn Kota TM;36V 
system w/3 batteries; 
on board charger; jack 
plate trim, tabs, 2 LCR’s 
aluminum dual axle 
trailer w/fi berglass fen-
ders, mag wheels

superior cond. garage 
kept,1 owner all service 
records purch.new from 
Big O Boats 12-03 call 
863-946-1625 (Lake-
port)$14,900.00

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD070

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  843    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT P OF TRACT 17 E1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 
OF S1/2 OF TRACT 17 24 34S 33E 
 1-24-34-33-0A00-00017-P000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
JHANETT MARTINEZ

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355140 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD091

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  621    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT B OF TRACT 2 W1/2 OF E1/2 OF N1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 02   21 34S 33E 
 1-21-34-33-0A00-00002-B000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
EASTON MURPHY

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355129 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD087

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  552    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  E1/2 OF E1/2 OF N1/2 OF S1/2 OF TRACT 2    
20 34S 33E 
 1-20-34-33-0A00-00002-I000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
ROBERT M LEMMO

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355123 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD096

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  673    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT H OF TRACT 23 E1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 23   21 34S 33E 
 1-21-34-33-0A00-00023-H000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
MARANTHA MONVAL

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355135 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

Computer/
Supplies

Furniture

Miscellaneous

Pets/Supplies

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm
Miscellaneous

Horses

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

Houses - Rent

Land - Rent

Office Space Rent

Rooms To Rent

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

Mobile Home Sale

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice

Shop from a gift catalog
that’s updated regulaly:
the classifieds.

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

Shop here first!
The classified ads
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School Board Workshop

The Okeechobee County School 
Board will meet in workshop ses-
sion at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, July 
13, 2010, prior to the regular 
School Board meeting at 6:00 
p.m., in the School Board Meeting 
Room, 700 S.W. 2nd Avenue, 
Okeechobee. The subject of the 
workshop is budgetary issues. 
This workshop is open to the pub-
lic.

Patricia G. Cooper, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
357178 ON 7/2/10

ACROSS
1 With 71-Across,

extracurricular
group concerned
with the starts of
the answers to
starred clues

5 Lodges
9 Split up
4 “Voilà!” relative
5 What, in Tours
6 Split (up)
7 “Terrible” tsar
8 *Dangerous snake

of the Southwest
0 Surreal
2 Home run pace
3 Bud
4 *Fortification

about four feet
high

7 Swear
8 Silver salmon
9 Altair’s

classification
1 CD players
4 Field bundle
6 Arm bones
9 *Chaos theory

principle
3 With 10-Down,

“Collages” author
4 Shore pounder
5 Stutz

contemporary
6 Rub it in
9 For men and

women, in a way
1 Split
3 *Road less

traveled
8 Awed response
9 __-McGee,

energy company
that employed
Karen Silkwood

0 Tennis opening
1 *Area where

electricians can’t
stand to work?

5 Have __: know
someone

6 Warbucks’s
favorite

7 Reptilian logo
brand, once

8 Copier company
9 Projecting shelf
0 Scriptural passage
1 See 1-Across

DOWN
1 ’80s-’90s Toronto

pitcher Dave

2 Vacillate
3 Start of a

challenge
4 Stark raving type
5 Mensa concerns
6 Rapa __: Easter

Island
7 Bob one’s head

at
8 Mountain chain
9 Rewrite, maybe

10 See 43-Across
11 CPU drive
12 “Riverdance”

fiddler Eileen
13 Novices
19 Chinese

cookware
21 Paul Anka love

song with a
Spanish title

25 “__ she blows!”
26 Fairy tale meany
27 Pasture arrival
30 Low stools
31 Corp. alias 

letters
32 Flag Day mo.
33 Theater worker
35 See 55-Down
37 Snoopy, in his

WWI fantasies
38 Arena for DDE
40 Mah-jongg piece
41 “Disgusting!”

42 Fertility god
47 Actor Vigoda et

al.
48 La Brea

attraction
50 Imagined
51 The “f” in f-stop
52 “SNL” producer

Michaels
54 Fad
55 With 35-Down,

two-time U.S.
Open winner

56 “Don’t Cry for
Me, Argentina”
singer

57 Common break
hr.

59 Kandinsky 
friend

62 Costume party
item

63 “Friends” costar
Courteney

64 S.C. summer
hours

By John Lampkin
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 06/25/09

06/25/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle



NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD069

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  834    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT O OF TRACT 14 W1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 
OF S1/2 OF TRACT 14 24 34S 33E 
 1-24-34-33-0A00-00014-O000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
MARIE G THEUS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355139 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD098

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  762    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT J OF TRACT 2 W1/2 OF E1/2 OF N1/2 
OF S1/2 OF TRACT 2  23 34S 33E 
 1-23-34-33-0A00-00002-J000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
MARK ANTHONY KERR

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355138 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD074

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  864    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT E OF TRACT 27 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 27  24 34S 33E 
 1-24-34-33-0A00-00027-E000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
HERNE DORZILME

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355144 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD080

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  518    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT O OF TRACT 32 W1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 
OF S1/2 OF TRACT 32  16 34S 33E 
 1-16-34-33-0A00-00032-O000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
HORACE R BROWN

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770
355100 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD081

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  519    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT P OF TRACT 32 E1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 
OF S1/2 OF TRACT 32  16 34S 33E 
 1-16-34-33-0A00-00032-P000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
HORACE R BROWN

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355101 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD077

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  939    Year of Issuance: May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT B OF TRACT 28 W1/2 OF E1/2 OF N1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 28   25 34S 33E 
 1-25-34-33-0A00-00028-B000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
MARIE G THEUS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355153 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD079

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  502    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT D OF TRACT 23 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF N1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 23   16 34S 33E 
 1-16-34-33-0A00-00023-D000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
ELYSEE AUGUSTIN

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355098 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD097

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  685    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT E OF TRACT 30 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 30   21 34S 33E 
 1-21-34-33-0A00-00030-E000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
HARRY S RING SR
MILDRED RING

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355136 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD073

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  858    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT H OF TRACT 23 E1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 23  24 34S 33E 
 1-24-34-33-0A00-00023-H000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
CFS PROPERTIES INC A FLORIDA CORPORATION
ELYSEE AUGUSTIN

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355143 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD072

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  857    Year of Issuance: May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT G OF TRACT 23 W1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 23   24 34S 33E 
 1-24-34-33-0A00-00023-G000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
CARLOS RIVERA
CFS PROPERTIES INC A FLORIDA CORPORATION

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355142 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD071

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  856    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT F OF TRACT 23 E1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 23  24 34S 33E 
 1-24-34-33-0A00-00023-F000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
CARLOS RIVERA
CFS PROPERTIES INC A FLORIDA CORPORATION

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355141 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD076

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  879    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT E OF TRACT 3 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 03  25 34S 33E 
 1-25-34-33-0A00-00003-E000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
SHAWN RUSH
TAMMY LYNN

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355152 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD075

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  867    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT H OF TRACT 28 E1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 28    24 34S 33E 
 1-24-34-33-0A00-00028-H000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
MARIE G THEUS
WISLER THEUS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355151 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD085

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  532    Year of Issuance: May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOTS O & P OF TRACT 10 W1/2 OF E1/2 OF 
S1/2 OF S1/2 OF TRACT 10 & E1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 OF S1/2 OF 
TRACT 10   17 34S 33E
 1-17-34-33-0A00-00010-O000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
RIPROCK HOMES INC

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355106 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD088

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  565    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT H OF TRACT 9 E1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 OF 
N1/2 OF TRACT 09   20 34S 33E 
 1-20-34-33-0A00-00009-H000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
DIEULA ALEXIS
REGNIER ALEXIS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355125 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD078

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  445    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT M OF TRACT 17 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 
OF S1/2 OF TRACT 17 15 34S 33E 
 1-15-34-33-0A00-00017-M000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
EDWIN TURNER A/K/A LEON TURNER
KEVIN L ODUM

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355097 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD084

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  526    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOTS I & J OF TRACT 7 E1/2 OF E1/2 OF 
N1/2 OF S1/2 OF TRACT 07 & W1/2 OF E1/2 OF N1/2 OF S1/2 OF 
TRACT 07   17 34S 33E
 1-17-34-33-0A00-00007-I000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
ELSYEE AUGUSTIN

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355105 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD093

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  633    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT L OF TRACT 6 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF N1/2 
OF S1/2 OF TRACT 06   21 34S 33E 
 1-21-34-33-0A00-00006-L000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
JEANNE STRICK HUTCHINSON
WARNER C HUTCHINSON JR ESTATE

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355131 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD094

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  636    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT O OF TRACT 7 W1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 
OF S1/2 OF TRACT 07   21 34S 33E 
 1-21-34-33-0A00-00007-O000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
AUDLEY WORKS
ELAINE WORKS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355132 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD092

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  630    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT E OF TRACT 6  W1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 
OFN1/2 OF TRACT 06   21 34S 33E 
 1-21-34-33-0A00-00006-E000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
JEANNE STRICK HUTCHINSON
WARNER C HUTCHINSON JR ESTATE

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355130 ON 6/6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD090

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  620    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT H OF TRACT 1 E1/2 OF E1/2 OF S1/2 OF 
N1/2 OF TRACT 01   21 34S 33E 
 1-21-34-33-0A00-00001-H000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
CYNTHIA A VOGT
OLGA ELEANOR TURNEY
ROBERTA K WALLRICH

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355127 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD086

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  541    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOTS M & N OF TRACT 15 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF 
S1/2 OF S1/2 OF TRACT 15 & E1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 OF S1/2 OF 
TRACT 15  17 34S 33E
 1-17-34-33-0A00-00015-M000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
LESLY JOLEEN FLEMING
R H BARBER ESTATE

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355122 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD082

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  520    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOTS A & B OF TRACT 2 E1/2 OF E1/2 OF 
N1/2 OF N1/2 OF TRACT 02 & W1/2 OF E1/2 OF N1/2 OF N1/2 OF 
TRACT 02  17 34S 33E
 1-17-34-33-0A00-00002-A000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
ANOUSSE LEWIS
GLADYS SAINTILUS
JEAN EDVA LOUIS
JEAN S MERTIL
MARIE S MONDESIR
PAUL MATHIAS ETAL

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355102 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD083

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  522    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOTS M & N OF TRACT 2 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF 
S1/2 OF S1/2 OF TRACT 02 & E1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 OF S1/2 OF 
TRACT 02  17 34S 33E
 1-17-34-33-0A00-00002-M000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
ANOUSSE LEWIS
GLADYS SAINTILUS
JEAN EDVA LOUIS
JEAN S MERTIL
MARIE S MONDESIR
PAUL MATHIAS ETAL

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770
355104 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice
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Notice of CDBG Public Hearing 
 
The Okeechobee County Board of County Commissioners is applying to the 
Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA) for a Small Cities Commu-
nity Development Block Grant (CDBG) of up to $750,000. To obtain or re-
view a draft of the CDBG application, contact Deborah Belcher, phone 
850-893-0694 (TDY 1-800-955-8771).  The fi nal application will be on fi le at 
the County Administrator’s offi ce, 304 NW 2nd Street, Okeechobee, and 
may be reviewed or obtained there or by calling 863-763-6441.  The appli-
cation will be submitted on July 22, 2010 for the FFY2009 application cycle.  
The County may also submit an application for the same project for 
FFY2010.

The grant application contains the following components.
$612,000 Stormwater drainage  
$  78,000 Engineering
$  60,000 Administration          
Proposed improvements include culverts in the drainage ditch that runs 
west of US 98 North, from NW 18th Street south to the railroad.  Any re-
maining funds will be applied to stormwater improvements in the Oak Park 
Subdivision area, such as culverts, swales, retention, inlets.  Approximately 
70% of the residents who will benefi t from the improvements are in the 
low/moderate income range.

A public hearing to receive citizen views concerning the grant application 
will be held during the County Commission meeting that begins at 9:00 a.m. 
on July 15, 2010.  The meeting will be in the old courthouse, 304 NW 2nd 
Street, Okeechobee, which is a handicapped accessible location.  Any 
disabled or non-English speaking person wishing to attend the public hear-
ing and requiring an interpreter or special accommodations should contact 
the County Clerk’s Offi ce, telephone 863-763-2131 (or TDY 
1-800-955-8771) at least two business days prior to the meeting.

There will be no displacement of households or businesses as a result of 
this project, therefore, no relocation assistance will be required or provided.

The following disclosures will be submitted to DCA with the CDBG applica-
tion and will be available by the local government and DCA for public in-
spection for a minimum period of fi ve years.  1. Other government (federal, 
state and local) assistance to the project in the form of a gift, grant, loan, 
guarantee, insurance payment, rebate, subsidy, credit, tax benefi t, or any 
other form of direct or indirect benefi t by source and amount;  2. The iden-
tities and pecuniary interests of all developers, contractors, or consultants 
involved in the application for assistance or in the planning or development 
of the project or activity; 3. The identities and pecuniary interests of any 
other persons with a pecuniary interest in the project that can reasonably 
be expected to exceed $50,000 or 10% of the grant request (whichever is 
lower); 4. For those developers, contractors, consultants, property owners, 
or others listed in two (2) or three (3) above which are corporations, or oth-
er entities, the identifi cation and pecuniary interests by corporation or entity 
of each offi cer, director, principal stockholder, or other offi cial of the entity; 
5.The expected sources of all funds to be provided to the project by each of 
the providers of those funds and the amount provided; and 6. The expected 
uses of all funds by activity and amount.
358978 ON 7/2/10
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD089

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  570    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT M OF TRACT 13 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 
OF S1/2 OF TRACT 13 20 34S 33E 
 1-20-34-33-0A00-00013-M000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
DOUGLAS HOWELL

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355126 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD095

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOSEPH FREDERICK GAZZA the hold-
er of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description 
of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  672    Year of Issuance:  May-30-2008

Description of Property:  LOT E OF TRACT 23 W1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 
OF N1/2 OF TRACT 23   21 34S 33E 
 1-21-34-33-0A00-00023-E000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
MARANTHA MONVAL

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of July, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
355133 ON 6/18,25;7/2,9/10

Public Notice

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC) recently unveiled 
a new state-of-the-art aluminum haul box 
that will deliver largemouth bass and other 
freshwater fi shes from the Florida Bass Con-
servation Center to public waters around 
the state. BASS/ESPN Outdoors funded the 
new tank and its beautiful Glen Lau-inspired 
wrap. 

The Florida Bass Conservation Center, 
which reopened its doors in Sumter County 
in 2007, has the capacity to produce up to a 
million advanced fi ngerling bass. Advanced 
fi ngerlings, also known as Phase II bass, are 
reared to a larger size (3 to 4 inches) with 
innovative technology developed by FWC 
biologists. Part of the new science applied 
at the center incorporates a special bass diet 
developed in conjunction with the Univer-
sity of Florida. The bass center’s innovations 
led to its receiving the 2009 Wallop-Breaux 
Outstanding Project of the Year award from 
the American Fisheries Society in the Sport 
Fishery Development and Management Fa-
cilities category. 

The new haul box has two 400-gallon 
compartments and is set up to use both an 
oxygen-injection system and aerators to help 
keep the fi sh healthy. Hatchery manager 
Rick Stout said they can now safely transport 
up to 20,000 advanced fi ngerlings at a time, 
or more than 200,000 traditional fi ngerling 
bass (1 to 1.5 inches). 

“The key, however, is that we should 
be able to stock advanced fi ngerlings into 
healthy habitats when they are big enough to 
grow and survive much better than smaller 
fi ngerlings would - not to mention avoiding 
getting eaten by some of the predators that 

enjoy the smaller, 1-inch bass,” Stout said. 
Ann Marie Tavares, a graphic artist with 

the FWC, designed the wrapping on the 
haul boxes, using award-winning images 
by master cinematographer and bass ex-
pert Glen Lau. Lau has also allowed his im-
ages to adorn the Florida Bass Conservation 
Center facility and the interpretive area that 
is open to the public during normal work 
hours. In fact, Lau allows art-quality prints 
of his photographs and DVDs of his world-
renowned videos, including “Bigmouth” 
and “Bigmouth Forever,” to be sold at http://
shop.wildlifefl orida.org, with the profi ts go-
ing to support the Florida Bass Conservation 

Center.  “We can all be proud of the state-of-
the-art research and tremendous coopera-
tion between all the partners that made this 
happen,” said Tom Champeau, director of 
the FWC’s Division of Freshwater Fisheries 
Management. 

As the FWC’s new haul box travels the 
roads of Florida, bringing fi ngerling bass and 
other sport fi shes to state waters, it will help 
confi rm Florida’s role as the Fishing Capital 
of the World. 

For more information about the Florida 
Bass Conservation Center and the long-term 
Black Bass Management Plan, go to MyFWC.
com/Fishing.

FWC unveils haul box for stocking bass

FWC/Joy Hill
FWC commissioners pose with the new haul box, funded by BASS/ESPN. Left 
to right are Chairman Rodney Barreto, Dwight Stephenson, Kenneth Wright, 
Brian Yablonski and Kathy Barco.

By Tony Young
FWC

To me, the best part about hunting is not 
harvesting game but spending quality time 
in the outdoors with friends and family.  

 One of the best ways to do just that is 
through dove hunting.  However, great dove 
hunts are in such high demand they’re of-
ten diffi cult to fi nd.

 That’s why the FWC created its Special-
Opportunity Dove Club Program – to offer 
hunters the chance of experiencing excep-
tional dove hunting on the state’s best pub-
lic dove fi elds.

 Dove Club permits enable one adult 
and one youth (under age 16) to hunt all 
scheduled dates for the dove fi eld of their 
choice.  Permits cost only $150 and enable 
both hunters to each take a daily bag limit 
of birds.  There are a total of eight hunts on 
all but one of the selected dove fi elds (Cara-
velle Ranch has six), and all hunts are from 
noon until sunset and take place on Satur-
days, starting Oct. 2 and ending Jan. 8.

Last year, 1,436 birds were harvested 
from fi ve fi elds.  And this coming season, 
there will be six special-opportunity dove 
fi elds scattered throughout the state from 
which to choose.

One of the fi elds is on the Allapattah 
Flats Public Small-Game Hunting Area in 
Martin County, east of Lake Okeechobee.  
There are 25 Dove Club permits available 

for the 100-acre fi eld, and participants last 
year experienced an average take of nearly 
two birds per hunter per day, harvesting 
363 birds.  

The North Newberry Public Small-Game 
Hunting Area in Alachua County has 13 
Dove Club permits on its 40 acres.  That 
fi eld really produced last season, with 410 
doves taken by only 107 hunters!  

Another fi eld is on the Combs Farm 
Public Small-Game Hunting Area in Baker 
County, where there are 10 Dove Club per-
mits for the 35 acres.  Caravelle Ranch in 
Putnam County has a 200-acre dove fi eld 
with 30 Dove Club permits available, and 
the fi eld on Hilochee Wildlife Management 
Area in Lake County has 15 Dove Club per-
mits available to hunt its 58 acres. 

The remaining special-opportunity dove 
fi eld, the Frog Pond Public Small-Game 
Hunting Area in Miami-Dade County, was 
the top producer in past years but was un-
available last season.  It will be open this 
year and is going to have about 30 Dove 
Club permits available to hunt its 50 acres. 

There’s been a change this year: Dove 
Club permits will not be sold fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served during Phase I as they have 
been in the past but will instead be issued 
by random drawing.  And the Phase I appli-
cation period for applying runs July 1-19.  

After obtaining the correct application 
worksheet by going to MyFWC.com/Hunt-
ing and clicking on “Limited Entry Hunts,” 

you can apply for these season passes by 
fi lling out a single worksheet (with up 
to fi ve dove fi eld choices) and turning it 
in at any county tax collector’s offi ce, li-
cense agent or by going online at www.
fl .wildlifelicense.com. During Phase I, hunt-
ers may be awarded a permit for only one 
dove fi eld. 

If you’re successful in getting drawn, 
you must pick up and pay for your Dove 
Club permit at any of the same places men-
tioned above by Aug. 9.  You can check 
drawing results in late July at MyFWC.com/
Hunting, again by clicking “Limited Entry 
Hunts.”  And any applicants who provide 
their e-mail address will be notifi ed by the 
FWC via e-mail if they are drawn.  

Brochures on each of these areas are 
available online at MyFWC.com/Dove.  
Also at that Web address, beginning in late 
September, hunters will be able to fi nd the 
most up-to-date information on these six 
special-opportunity dove fi elds, as well as 
Florida’s other public dove fi elds.  The web-
site is updated every Thursday throughout 
the dove season, and information includes 
dove densities, previous weeks’ harvests 
and fi eld conditions. 

So if you’d like to join the FWC’s Dove 
Club, you need to try to do so in July.  Re-
member to introduce someone new to 
hunting when you can.  As always, have 
fun, hunt safely and ethically, and we’ll see 
you in the woods!

Outta the Woods: Join the Dove Club



Following above-average rainfall during 
the dry season, South Florida Water Man-
agement District (SFWMD) meteorologists 
Thursday reported a dry start to the 2010 
wet season. 

“This atypical rainfall presented some 
water management challenges and benefi ts 
for the natural system in South Florida,” said 
SFWMD Deputy Executive Director of Op-
erations and Maintenance Tommy Strowd. 
“Below normal rainfall in June helped some 
areas recharge and recover from a wet win-
ter. It also may improve storage capacity in 

the regional system as South Florida heads 
into the most active part of the hurricane 
season later this summer.”

Late June typically produces the wettest 
weeks of the year. Yet only 68 percent of the 
average rain for the month (5.24 inches) fell 
throughout the 16-county District by June 
30. This represents a defi cit of 2.52 inches so 
far for the 2010 rainy season. 

Once again showcasing Florida’s weather 
extremes, the latest rainfall defi cit follows a 
2009-2010 dry season that recorded 131 per-
cent of the average rainfall. This represents 

5.88 inches above normal with an average 
of 24.67 inches of rain falling throughout the 
District from November to June. The higher 
than average rainfall total presented chal-
lenges for wildlife, particularly wading birds 
that nest in the Everglades.

Even with above average rainfall, the Dis-
trict was able to perform vital maintenance 
work to the regional fl ood control system 
that normally occurs during the dry season. 
By the start of the 2010 rainy season, $240 
million had been invested in essential main-
tenance and upgrade work during the past 
fi ve years to ensure the system of 2,600 miles 
of canals and levees operates at optimal ca-
pacity and provides effective fl ood control 
for South Florida’s 7.5 million residents.

The rainy season lasts from June through 
October, when South Florida receives about 
70 percent of its annual average of 52 inches 
of rainfall. Flooding may happen when large 
amounts of rain occur during a short period 
of time or from a single, heavy storm, tropi-
cal system or hurricane. Forecasters are call-
ing for above normal tropical activity during 
the current storm season.

This year, the District also enhanced its 
annual rainy season preparations by launch-
ing a webpage with information on the 
shared responsibilities of fl ood control in 
South Florida and what residents, business-
es and local governments can do to prepare 
for a storm. 

Complementing the online effort, SF-
WMD staff hosted a series of rainy season 
readiness presentations across the region 
— at county commission meetings, schools 
and civic association gatherings — in an ef-
fort to continually inform the public about 
current conditions and citizens’ role in local 
fl ood control.

Tips on how residents can prepare for the 
rainy season are available on the District’s 
Rainy Season Readiness website at www.
sfwmd.gov. For updates from the District in 
case of an emergency, follow the District’s 
Twitter feed: @SFWMD.
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BUYER BROKERAGE
CO. OF OKEECHOBEE

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
1039 S.E. Everglades Blvd • Okeechobee

(863) 763-2334 • (863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS 
SAVING

PROPERTY  
BUYERS MONEY!

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
CRS, GRI, APPRAISERCRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

1012-H: 4/2 CBS
home in town conve-
niently close to
everything on a large
Lot. Chain linked
fenced. Call today for
further info. $100,000
MLS# 203380

5014-M 3/2 DW
Mobile Home on 1+/-
acre in Edwards
Subdivision. Short
Sale. $55,000 MLS
#203812

2000-M: Taylor Creek
3/2 home split bed-
room plan, Island
Kitchen, extra shed,
detached carport
w/workshop, fenced
back yard, appliances,
etc. MLS #203096

5027-M: Spot in the Sun
3/2 MH, front & back
porch, fenced large Lot.
Located at end of street.
$54,000 or better offer.
MLS #92463

8007-A: 55+/-  improved
fenced pasture acres.
Fronts SR 70 and 64th
Street. MLS #204068

3006-M: Waterfront
fenced Doublewide
Mobile Home with
porch and addition
located in Treasure
Island. $27,999 MLS
#203898

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

NN EE WW   LL II SS TT II NN GG

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

MMOOTTIIIVVAATTEEDD  SSEELLLLEERR

RREEDDUUCCEEDD  --  MMOOTTIIVVAATTEEDD  SSEELLLLEERR

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

Acreage/Lots: • 13+/- acres on 70 east $74,415 MLS #203971 • 2 Waterfront Lots in Lakeport for $30,000 MLS
#204008 • Treasure Island Lot on the water, oversized septic tank, city water, elect, concrete pads for MH or shed.
MLS #203548 • Dixie Ranch Lots side by side
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Florida rainy season is off to a slow start
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