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In 2009, 12 local residents 
died from drug overdoses; 
most were age 35-50

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

“We’re a pill society. If you don’t have 
anything wrong with you, we’ve got a pill for 
that.”

That statement came from an Okeecho-
bee Narcotics Task Force detective who 
works nothing but prescription pill cases 
when told about a recent interim report 
from the Florida Medical Examiners Com-
mission detailing drug-related deaths for the 
fi rst six months of 2009.

“Oxycodone deaths—that’s out of con-
trol. And, it’s gonna get worse,” warned the 
detective.

According to the statewide report, re-

leased through the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement (FDLE), there were 890 
deaths due to the pain killer oxycodone in 
the fi rst six months of 2009. That number 
was up 14.4 percent over the last six months 
of 2008.

A report from the District 19 Medical Ex-
aminer’s Offi ce in Fort Pierce shows that 12 
people in Okeechobee County died last year 
due to drug overdose. Two of those 12 were 
due to “oxycodone toxicity.” There were 

none in 2008.
With an estimated population of just over 

39,000, that means there are roughly three 
deaths for every 10,000 residents that are 
caused strictly by drug overdose, pointed 
out the detective.

Statewide, in the fi rst six months of 2009, 
the drugs that caused the most deaths were: 
oxycodone - 499, all benzodiazepines - 470 

Pill deaths on the rise, says report

See DRUGS — Page 9

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Alex Moskovic was 13 when he became a victim 
of the holocaust in Hungary. He narrowly avoided 
death in a near two year nightmare.

Mr. Moskovic didn’t let the experience ruin his life 
as he emigrated to the United States and worked in 
the television industry. He earned 20 Emmy nomina-
tions and 10 Emmy awards while he worked for the 
ABC network and ABC Wide World of Sports.

Osceola Middle School students got to hear Mr. 
Moskovic’s remarkable story during an assembly 
Wednesday at the School Gymnasium. He presented 
a slide show that included pictures that depicted his 
personal experiences and the death marches and 
concentration camps he was placed in.

Teacher Jorje Botello said it was the students’ 
chance to get a personal connection with history. 
He said they will likely remember it for a long time. 
“This was too horrible to comprehend. Mr. Mosk-
ovic is a gentle man who has coped with this hor-
ror. His goal is to prevent this from ever happening 
again,” he said.

Mr. Moskovic explained it is the responsibility of 
everyone to leave the world in better shape than 
how they found it. He goes around and speaks to 
school students around Florida and retraces the 
steps and the memories, however painful, many 
times per year. He has visited Okeechobee Schools 
many times over the years.

Mr. Moskovic said he has good memories of his 

Holocaust survivor speaks 
to middle school students

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Alex Moscovik speaks on his experience in WW2 concentration 
camps.See HOLOCAUST — Page 2



childhood. His family owned a country store 
in Sobrance, Hungary, where he was born in 
1931. When his family was taken by Hunga-
ry Police into German hands in the winter of 
1943-1944, the mood of the town was World 
War II would soon be over. Russian troops 
had made it within 20 miles of his town.

That all changed as Hungarian police 
took his family and many others to a nearby 
synagogue. From there they were loaded 
onto cattle cars and would never be together 
again.

“This was overwhelming for a youngster 
who until this point had no real concerns 
in his life,” he said. He showed slides of his 
neighbors who looted his family’s home 
days after they were taken into custody. He 
said that everyone seemed to have a smile 
on their face. “Everyone walked around 
with a smile like they were doing the right 
thing,” he added.

He showed slides of the conditions he 
was put in at infamous concentration camps 
like Auschwitz, Birkenau and Buchenwald. 
He said he was liberated in April 1945 by 
American servicemen.

Mr. Moskovic was the only survivor in 
his family. He reunited shortly with his older 
brother and father in one of the camps. He 
said he didn’t recognize his brother at fi rst. 
He considered the reunion a miracle. He 
said the reunion made them overjoyed and 
broken-hearted at the time. His father be-
came ill soon afterward and was taken away 
to the infi rmary and never seen again. Mr. 
Moskovic found his death certifi cate years 
later and learned he had died in Septem-
ber 1943. His brother was taken on a death 
march just days before the camp was liber-
ated.

Mr. Moskovic was also involved in death 

marches from camp to camp. He survived 
on a diet of bread and snow. “My only 
thought was to remain at the beginning of 
the column and survive,” he said. He lived 
on a diet of a slice of bread, potatoes and 
soup at these camps. He slept in a bunk with 
four others. He “lucked out” as he got a job 
in the kitchen of one of the camps and was 
able to scrape for extra morsels of food.

Mr. Moskovic said the concentration 
camps burned and gassed thousands of 
Jews and other minorities every day. He said 
the holocaust was not just a Jewish issue. 
There were French, Czechoslovakian and 
Italian political prisoners, gypsies, homo-
sexuals and Jehovah’s Witnesses in these 
camps. 

After the camp was liberated, Mr. Mosk-
ovic’s uncle sent him the money to come to 
the United States where he began a new life. 
He also showed a short fi lm documentary 
about a trip he took a few years ago, back to 
these concentration camps.

Mr. Moskovic told the kids that he holds 
no hatred for the German people.

“I hated the Nazi’s. I did not hate all Ger-
mans. There is no reason for me to hate 
someone who had nothing to do with the 
Germany of the 1930s and 1940s,” he told 
the group.
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The coolest
air conditioning dealer in town!

Up to an additional 

$1,500 in Federal  
 Tax Credits**
may be available with the  

purchase and installation of qualifying  
high-efficiency products.

Receive up to a 

$1,200 Rebate* 
with the purchase of a qualifying 
Lennox® Home Comfort System

EMORY WALKER CO., INC.
208 S.W. 5th Avenue • Okeechobee, FL 34974

(863) 763-6742

CAC014022 Offer expires 6/30/2010  *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more 
information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment. © 2010 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers 
include independently owned and operated businesses.

Okeechobee’s  

Longest-Established 

Lennox Dealer  

Since 1975

Lotteries
Florida Lottery —  Here are the num-

bers selected Wednesday in the Florida Lot-
tery: Cash 3: 5-1-3; Play 4: 8-6-9-1; Fantasy 
5: 2-4-18-19-20; Mega Money: 25-27-36-39 
MB 4; Florida Lotto: 5-15-29-37-39-52 X 3; 
Powerball: 12-22-25-28-44 PB24 x4. Num-
bers drawn Thursday, Cash 3: 0-3-5; Play 
4: 7-7-6-9.

Today: A 30 percent chance of showers, 
mainly after 2pm. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 85. Southeast wind between 5 and 10 
mph.

Tonight: A 30 percent chance of show-
ers, mainly before 8pm. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 68. Southeast wind between 5 
and 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 

91. Southeast wind between 5 and 15 mph. 
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with 

a low around 69. East southeast wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph becoming calm. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
92. Southeast wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low 
around 71. Southeast wind between 5 and 
10 mph. 

Okeechobee 
Forecast

HOLOCAUST
Continued From Page 1

Scout District to celebrate 
with family event

The Big Lake District Scouts will cele-
brate 100 years of scouting with a ‘Family 
Campout’ on Saturday, May 1 at the Lake-
port Community Center, 10245 Red Barn 
Road, Lakeport, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
event will include scout advancement, 
Pinewood Derby races, games, food and 
fun. There will also be a Parade of Flags 
display and Horsemanship events.

Come and join in the family fun. Ev-
eryone is invited to experience scouting 
in action. Directions to the event: S.R. 78 
to C.R. 79 to Red Barn Road, take a right, 
Community Center is on North side.

OCSO will honor fallen 
offi cers on May 14

The Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce will host a Law Enforcement Memo-
rial on Friday, May 14, beginning at 9 a.m. 
The service will be held on the front steps 
at the sheriff ’s offi ce, and will honor mem-
bers of law enforcement that were killed 
in the line of duty in 2009. There were 126 
offi cers killed last year, with eight of those 
being in the state of Florida.

“I hated the Nazis. I did not 
hate all Germans. There was no 
reason for me to hate someone 
who had nothing to do with 
the Germany of the 1930s and 
1940s.

Alex Moskovic



We are pleased to announce that Ms. Penny Revels and  Ms. Deanna
Hardin are the winners of the naming contest for Okeechobee’s own
assisted living community.  

The Heritage reflects our commitment to our community.  
We welcome everyone to
Chamber of Commerce
Koffee Klatch on 
April 22nd at 8 AM where
representatives will be 
available to answer ques-
tions.  We also invite you to the official grround breaking ceremony at the
site on 608 NE  Second Avenue, at 12 noon on April 30th 2010. For
further information, please contact Lou O’Bannon at (8633) 697-3813 cell
or 863-467-7865. Refreshments will be served at both occasions.

Living with knee pain?
Learn how you can beat it.
Free seminars provide information about new technology
that can help reduce pain and restore your lifestyle.

Available exclusively at Martin Memorial.

Listen to an orthopedic surgeon discuss MAKOplasty® partial knee
resurfacing. Powered by interactive robotic arm technology, this
innovative treatment option can benefit people with early to mid-stage
knee osteoarthritis.

Thursday, May 6th, 6-7 p.m., Indian River State College
2229 N.W. 9th Ave., Okeechobee
Presented by: Scott M. Desman, MD

To register call 1-866-361-HOPE (4673).
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A still-to-be-determined number of ve-
hicles were ‘keyed’ last weekend while 
parked inside a fenced area at Okeecho-
bee High School. According to a Sunday, 
April 25, report by Deputy John Hazy of 
the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO) the vehicles belonged to OHS 
students and employees who found the 
damage upon their return from a school-
sponsored outing.

The deputy’s report lists 24 vehicles 
as being damaged, but added that more 
were being reported throughout the day. 
The report does not give a total number of 

vehicles, but does estimate total damages 
at $15,000. Some of the vehicles sustained 
only minor damage, while others “... had 
words and pictures scratched in the paint,” 
said Deputy Hazy.

Although the report does not say how 
many vehicles were parked in the area, it 
does state that most were damaged.

Deputy Hazy went on to indicate that 
there were video surveillance cameras 
facing the area of the parked vehicles but, 
at the time of his report, he did not know 
what the cameras had captured.

Because the investigation is continu-
ing, anyone who has information on the 
vandalism should contact the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce at 863-763-3117.

Vehicles ‘keyed’ while parked at OHS

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man was arrested on fel-
ony marijuana possession charges after he 
was stopped for reportedly running a stop 
sign.

Dayne Matthew Bennett, 19, N.W. 84th 
Court, was arrested Tuesday, April 27, on 
felony charges of possession of marijuana 
with intent to sell and possession of mari-
juana over 20 grams. He was also arrested 
on a misdemeanor charge of possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

Bennett was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail under a bond of $11,000.

According to an arrest report by a detec-
tive with the Okeechobee Narcotics Task 
Force, Bennett was stopped in the 900 block 
of U.S. 98 N. after he ran a stop sign at the 
intersection of N.W. 18th Terrace and U.S. 

98 N. After Deputy Matthew Crawford of the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) 
had stopped Bennett he then asked for and 
received permission to search the vehicle, 
stated the detective.

During that search the deputy allegedly 
found three small plastic bags, with each 
bag containing a green leafy substance. The 
substance was fi eld tested and indicated a 
positive result for the presence of marijuana, 
stated the arrest report. The suspected mari-
juana weighed 22.3 grams.

The detective went on to state that a sec-
ond search was conducted on Bennett’s 
vehicle and an additional 73.4 grams of sus-
pected marijuana was found in nine individ-
ual bags that were hidden behind the radio.

Bennett was also issued traffi c citations 
for failing to stop at a stop sign and illegal 
window tint, continued the report.

Felony pot charges fi led 
against local motorist

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man is back in the coun-
ty jail following his April 27 arrest on a felony 
drug charge.

Daniel W. Sills, 41, N.W. 102nd St., was 
arrested Tuesday on a felony charge of pos-
session of methamphetamine. He was also 
arrested on misdemeanor charges of pos-
session of marijuana under 20 grams and 
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Sills was booked into the Okeechobee 
County Jail under a bond of $11,000.

Florida Department of Corrections re-
cords indicate that Sills was arrested in 2006 
for possession of methamphetamine. On 
Jan. 18, 2007, he was sentenced by then-
Circuit Court Judge Sherwood Bauer to a 
prison sentence of 18 months. Sills was re-
leased from prison Jan. 17, 2008.

According to an arrest report by Deputy 
Brian Cross of the Okeechobee County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) Sills was stopped in the 
1700 block of N.W. Ninth Ave. Tuesday after-

noon because he wasn’t wearing a seat belt. 
At that time, Deputy Cross placed Sills under 
arrest on a misdemeanor charge of driving 
while license suspended with knowledge.

The deputy went on to state in his report 
that he began to inventory the 1994 Chev-
rolet S-10 pickup that Sills was driving. Dur-
ing that inventory, Deputy Cross stated that 
he found a plastic container containing a 
suspicious substance stuffed between the 
driver’s and passenger seats. A fi eld test on 
the substance indicated a positive result for 
the presence of methamphetamine, added 
the deputy. The suspected meth weighed 4.3 
grams, said the OCSO report.

Deputy Cross went on to state that a 
wooden pipe containing a small amount of 
a green leafy substance was found on the 
fl oor of the truck. A fi eld test of the substance 
indicated a positive result for the presence 
of marijuana, he added. The deputy said the 
suspected pot weighed .01 gram. 

Sills was also issued a traffi c citation for 
not wearing a seat belt.

Local man again charged 
with meth possession



Pain Clinics
• It amazes me how someone who 

doesn’t need a pain clinic can be so critical 
of others. You’re right, it’s a racket but for 
those of us that need pain assistance, we 
have no choice. I, like many others, have 
no insurance. So I have to a pay a huge fee 
to get in and then they make you buy your 
medication there instead of at a pharmacy 
where it’s cheaper. They then make you go 
every month even though you can’t afford it. 
So many, not myself, but many who can’t af-
ford, sell their medications to get to the next 
visit. The local doctors don’t want to give 
you your very needed medications so they 
send you to the pain clinic. I think that if the 
doctors took the time to really see their pa-
tients, then they would know who the pho-
nies are and who are not. I pay full price out 
of pocket to see a doctor. It would be nice to 
really see them and not a nurse who is not 
qualifi ed to diagnose. They run in and out of 
the room trying to get the doctor to approve 
whatever decision they have made.

• The city’s planned moratorium on pain 
clinics will not affect those already in busi-
ness. I think this is smart to keep any from 
coming into Okeechobee until they can 
get a handle on the issues involved. Pain is 
not new. People got along for many, many 
years without these new drugs. Pain is the 
body’s way of letting you know something 
is wrong. I think these doctors are too quick 
to prescribe the stronger, more addictive 
painkillers instead of encouraging people to 
do physical therapy and use less addictive 
alternatives.

• It is obvious that Florida needs stron-
ger laws to prevent doctor shopping and pill 
mills. People are coming from all over the 
country to buy prescription drugs so they 
can take them out of state and sell them il-
legally. That should tell you something. The 
Florida Legislature needs to address this 
problem.

Free Fair 
• I know there is a lot of sympathy for 

the American Legion in this dispute over the 
fair dates, but why doesn’t the Legion just 
move their event back one week so it starts 
in January? The way it is now, many years 
the Free Fair starts in the last week of Janu-
ary anyway. But some years they want to 
start it later and that is what is causing the 
confl ict. For 2011, why don’t they just start it 
on Jan. 29 and run through the 10 or 11 days 
they wanted? It would still end before the 30 
day cutoff for the events before the county 
fair. It’s not like the Free Fair always starts in 
February because some years it does start in 
January.

• The Legion was here fi rst. Let the coun-
ty fair move their dates if they are worried 
about a confl ict in the dates.

• I understand that originally, like 50 years 
ago, the Free Fair was in February because it 
was held in conjunction with the livestock 
show, But that changed like 30 or 40 years 
ago. So now the main purpose of the Free 
Fair is to raise money for the Legion. If they 
really want to raise money, they should hold 
it in October or early November where there 
is not so much for people to do and when 
the weather is nicer. Most community festi-
vals are in January and February to bring in 
the winter people. But winter people are not 
the target audience for the Free Fair because 
it is just carnival rides. The winter people for 
the most part don’t ride the carnival rides. 
The families with kids who are the target au-
dience of the Free Fair are here in October. 
So why not cater to the audience?

• I like the Free Fair but I can never fi nd a 
place to park when it is going on. They only 
have a little parking lot and it is always full 
so people are parking on the streets. At least 
with the county fair, they have plenty of free 
parking, but I think they should not charge 
the entry fee for children under the age of 
12. 

• Why can’t they compromise -- start the 
Legion Fair a day earlier and the county fair 
a day later.

• They would have to compromise with 
the ride vendors and all that good stuff, and 
pushing back one date can screw up the rest 
of the touring year for that company.

• We stopped going to the Free Fair be-
cause we did not feel safe there at night, due 
to the gang activity. I think the county fair 
can control that better because you have to 
go through ticket gate to enter.

Mustangs
• I was so glad to read that the mustangs 

all got good homes and will be taken care 
of. But I also heard rumors that in addition 
to the four mustangs still running loose near 
the river, there may be other groups of hors-
es that were dumped somewhere on public 
land. In a way, I hope if they were dumped 
that they won’t be found and will just be al-
lowed to run free.

Sheets
• Why did all the stores stop making 

sheets separately? I have twin electric beds 
and we have them together so we need 2 
fi tted bottom sheets and king size sheet for 
the top but I have called everyone I know 
(stores) and just get a run around. I never 
had any problems until they came out in sets 
and there is no set with 2 fi tted XL bottom 
sheets and a king size top sheet. I know peo-
ple who can’t fi nd them, not just me. We use 
to be able to order them but not any more. 
I would send to the maker but can’t fi nd an 
address on any.

Proposed ban on texting
• I really can’t understand why anyone 

would think that a law banning texting while 
driving is not a good idea. Texting while driv-
ing is incredibly dangerous because the per-
son is not watching the road. 

• There was plenty of support for it but 
one powerful legislator stopped it from be-
ing voted on. Ellyn Bogdanoff, Republican-
Fort Lauderdale, refused to put it on the 
calendar for the committee she chairs, effec-
tively stopping the bill from going to a vote.

• Honk if you love Jesus. Text while driv-
ing if you want to meet him.

• Let me preface this with saying that tex-
ting while driving is an incredibly stupid and 
dangerous act. The Bill (SB 448) would ban 
the use of electronic wireless devices behind 
the wheel – reading or writing text message 
and e-mail or surfi ng the Internet.  BUT, it 
would make texting a secondary offense, 
meaning to get cited drivers must be pulled 
over for another offense, such as speeding. 
Therefore as written, the offender could text 
to his (or hers) heart content until caught for 
another offense.  This would be somewhat 
diffi cult to enforce. And in my mind, a “feel 
good” law has no substantial purpose.

• A REPUBLICAN opposed this? Now 
how do we blame this on Obama?

• Blame it on Bush. You know you want 
to.

• When enough people gripe or complain 
about something, The powers that be will 
someday pass a law against it. But as soon 
as they do they at-
tach some stupid 
other reason to 
it as to why they 
can’t enforce that 
law they passed. 
It will take some 
Senator’s kid 
to get killed by 
someone who 
was texting. Tex-
ting will then be-
come a felony not just some second hand 
law they passed to appease the masses.

• In the beginning, you couldn’t be 
stopped for not wearing a seat belt. Now 
you can be, so I blame the Republican for 
not taking that fi rst step which will eventu-
ally lead to more.

Softball team
• Friday Night OHS Softball beat Jensen 

Beach 1-0 for the title in 9 innings. At (21-6) 
this is our third title in four years. Good job.

Commercials
• Fox News and ABC news are refusing 

to air Lane Bryant underwear commercials 
for the large sized women. Do you see any 
difference between Lane Bryant commer-
cials and Victoria Secret?  What about com-
mercials that have women in bikinis?

• They don’t seem to have a problem 
running commercials for lingerie during the 
day on most channels. Why would the news 
programs think their viewers would be of-
fended? It can’t be any worse than the shoe 
commercial that focuses on women’s rears.

Off shore oil rig leaking
• And people think we need to drill for 

oil off Florida?
• My friend lives in the Tampa Area and 

they can now smell the fumes from the rig. It 
is so bad she has had headaches from it the 
past two nights.

• It is very rare when you hear of an oil 
rig leaking or spilling oil into the waters. In 
my opinion the oil rigs offshore are worth 
the risk which is very low.  We need them in 
order to help America’s dependence of oil 
from other countries.
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Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!



Wild fl owers, empty leaves 
and such spring things
By Dan Culbert, horticultural 
agent
UF/IFAS Extension Service

Your local Extension offi ce offers this col-
umn for local gardeners, and we depend on 
folks sending us questions. This week we 
received many questions – and here are the 
answers to a couple of the more interesting 
calls or visits that have come in to our offi ce. 
Please keep calling and stopping by; our 
newly graduated Master Gardeners are anx-
ious to put their new knowledge and skills 
to work for you!

PURPLE PASTURES
What’s with all the pretty fl ow-

ers now popping up in our pastures 
and roadsides? I see several small 
pretty pink to blue wildfl owers, and 
another that is shooting up from a 
big plant with lots of spikes?

Thanks for your question. One plant 
I’ve noticed in local pastures is toadfl ax (Li-
naria canadensis). About a foot tall when in 
bloom, a fl at clump of leaves would hardly 
ever be noticed, but in the cool times of late 
winter or early spring, it shoots up a foot tall 
spike that is topped by a dozen or so pink to 

lavender fl owers. A careful look at the indi-
vidual fl owers shows a shape that looks like 
a snapdragon. Look in roadside ditches or 
pastures that have not been mowed. Anoth-
er very similar wildfl ower is a Bay Lobelia 
(Lobelia feayana), which shoots to a three 
feet tall fl ower stalk. A close look at the Bay 
Lobelia shows that the lower fl ower petals 
are slightly pointed. Both can add a pink to 
purple haze to our spring pastures. 

Those tall spiny-leaved clumps are this-
tles (Cirsium spp.). Some have pink or pur-
ple fl owers, while others are yellow in color. 
They all rapidly turn into fl uffy seed heads 
These blow the seeds into what sometimes 
looks like a snowstorm. When they land, 
they will grow into persistent weeds that are 
not eaten by livestock, form prickly leaves 
that hurt bare feet or bare hands that try to 
pull them from lawns, and can be seen in sod 
that has been moved from pasture to lawn. 
(There also is a yellow-fl owered form called 
Sowthistle (Sonchus spp.) that is more com-
mon in landscapes and gardens.)

SLIMY MULCH
Our school recently added a nice 

mulched area around our play-
ground. It seems that the students 
are not the only critters that like 
it; every morning it looks like some 
kind of animal visited the place 

overnight and left some disgust-
ing piles of what looks like spit up 
food. Any idea of how to get these 
creatures out of here? ~ Bart

Thank for your for your question! Actu-
ally there are no critters that are leaving their 
calling card; it’s the result of a slime mold 
that causes the decay of dead woody organic 
material, like mulch.  While the spores may 
have come in with the mulch, it is equally 
possible that they blew in from another 
place nearby.  I had another local person ask 
me about this infamous “dog vomit” mold 
last December, but this one seems to be a 
much larger patch. 

While it looks terrible, the slime will 
quickly dry out into a caked splotch that is 
fi lled with millions of black spores, ready to 
blow somewhere else. It is not poisonous, 
not harmful, but there is no fungicide spray 
to prevent it from growing.  Since the “spit-
up pile” look is not what you want in your 

playground, just get a shovel and lift the clod 
out of the mulch, depositing it all in the near-
est trash bin. 

BUMPY LEAVES
Our Laurel oaks have recovered 

from winter, and are now full of 
beautiful bright green leaves.  But I 
looked a little closer and see some 
bumps and spots appearing all 
over the foliage.  What do I need to 
spray to get them through this in-
festation? –Walt

The leaves are spotted with a fungus 
called Taphrina caerulescens. It is very com-
mon to see new leaves from Laurel oak trees 
infected by this fungus, but it is not really a 
problem. It is especially noticeable in years 
with cool moist winters (sound familiar?) but 
rarely seems to cause signifi cant leaf drop or 
other problems with local oaks trees. 

Once the blisters appear, the application 
of fungicide will be a wasted effort. Pesti-
cide applications used prevent this disease  
would have to be applied before the tree 
buds begin to grow.  If Oak Leaf Blister is 
serious enough to cause leaves to fall, rake 
them up and dispose in the regular trash. 
Otherwise, go fi shin’!

More information and photos are avail-
able on the Okeechobee web page, http://
okeechobee.ifas.ufl .edu If you need addi-
tional information, please email the Exten-
sion offi ce at okeechobee@ufl .edu or call us 
at 863-763-646. Local residents can stop by 
our offi ce at 458 U.S. 98 North in Okeecho-
bee, and visit our Okeechobee County Mas-
ter Gardeners from 1 to 3 p.m. on Tuesday 
afternoons. 

A C C I D E N T L A W O F F I C E S O F

114 N. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34972

467-7100

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com
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How Does Your Garden Grow?

UNIVERSITY OF

FLORIDA
IFAS EXTENSION

School board honors students and staff members

Chairperson Kelly Owens 
received an award on be-
half of the School Board 
for their assistance to the 
March of Dimes Walk Amer-
ica this year.

Norma Cason, custodian 
at Yearling Middle School, 
was honored for 12 years 
of service to the School 
system.

Mikeshia Tillman of Year-
ling Middle School earned 
a Point of Light Award from 
School Superintendent Dr. 
Patricia Cooper.

Dan Biebel, a Science 
teacher at OHS was hon-
ored for publishing a new 
book about teaching.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Shelly Sickels helped the Teens Alive 
program at Yearling Middle School win 
Point of Light awards from School Su-
perintendent Dr. Patricia Cooper.

First grade teacher at Everglades 
Jacinda Walsh was honored by 
Okeechobee School Superintendent 
Dr. Patricia Cooper as she earned Na-
tional Board certifi cation.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Matilda Juarez, Custodian at Semi-
nole Elementary School retired after 
24 years of service to the school sys-
tem.



Gospel Sing planned
The Seventh Day Christian Church, 912 

N.W. Park St., is having a Gospel Sing on Fri-
day night, April 30 at 7:30. For more infor-
mation call 763-5320.

Pray for our country
Come pray for our Country!! We are host-

ing our own prayer meeting at First Baptist 
Church, 401 SW 4th Street, on Saturday, 
May 1, from 6:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come 
and go whenever you can or stay for the 
entire day. We will be having live feed from 
the www.mayday2010.org event that will be 
in Washington, DC at the Lincoln Memorial. 
Call 863-634-3525 for more information.  All 
Christians invited to come and pray.

Boy Scouts begin new 
district event

The public is invited to enjoy an event 
hosted by the new Big Lake Boy Scout Dis-
trict on May 1, at the Lakeport Community 
Center. The new district is open to kids from 
all Lake Okeechobee communities. There 
will be a Pine Wood Derby Race, horseman-
ship, contests and games. Come see what 
scouting means to young people. There are 
many small things an adult can do to help 
the new district. The hours are 8 a.m.to 4 
p.m. More information about this event will 
be in the newspaper next week. Call Ray 
Worley, Big Lake Boy Scout District chair-
man, 863-447-1114.

Boating safety class Saturday
A Boating Safety Class will be held Sat-

urday, May 1, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Okee-Tantie Marina. Classes will be taught 
by U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Training Staff. 
If you are 21 years or younger this course 
meets the State of Florida’s requirements 
to operate a 10 HP or greater boat or PWC. 
Course fee is $30 per person or $100 per 
family. Seating is limited. To make a reserva-
tion or for more information, call Al Finster, 
772-519-2384 or 772-466-0722.

KOA Kid’s care camp 
fundraiser

Game day at Good Spirits lounge, May 1, 
at 2 p.m. Over 21 years old only. Cash and 
exciting prizes. 

Summer play camp 
registration starts May 3

Sign-ups for Okeechobee County Parks 
and Recreation Summer Play Camps will 
open on Monday, May 3, at 8 a.m. Pre-regis-
tration will be held Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Okeechobee County 
Sports Complex in the Parks and Recreation 
Offi ce, 640 NW 27th Lane fro May 3 to May 
28. Enrollment is limited and slots will be 
fi lled on a FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE basis.  
Campers must be from 6 to 12 years old. Play 
camps will operate Monday-Friday, from June 
21 to Aug. 6 (except Monday, July 5) from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Okeechobee 
Civic Center and at Osceoloa Middle School. 
Fees are $60/week per participant, plus fees 
for fi eld trips and special activities, with spe-
cial rates of $40/week for children on the re-
duced school lunch program and $20/week 
for children on the free lunch program within 
the Okeechobee County School System dur-
ing the 2009-10 school year. A letter of par-
ticipation from Okeechobee County School 
Food Service must be presented at the time of 
registration in order to qualify for the special 
rates. Extended camp hours of 7:30-8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30-5:30 p.m. will be available for an ad-
ditional $10 per week per participant.

Crochet, crochet, crochet 
group to meet

Buckhead Ridge Craft group May 5, at 
noon at the Buckhead Ridge Moose Lodge. 
Call Bonnie 863-357-1556.

Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Rose Mary Hittle, 91
OKEECHOBEE — Rose Mary Hittle, age 91, of 

Okeechobee, died Monday, April 26, 2010, in the 
Okeechobee Health Care Facility.

She was born May 7, 1918, in Viam, Okla., to 
the late Jesse and Sara Ellen Booze.     

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
John Perry Hittle; and son, Carl Thomas Harper.

She is survived by two daughters, Hannah 
“Ann” Bregler of Baltimore, Md., Linda Bast (Mi-
chael) of Okeechobee; four grandchildren,  and 
numerous great-grandchildren. In addition she is 
survived by brother, Raymond Booze of Califor-
nia; step-sister, Hope Watson of Oklahoma; and 
several nieces and nephews.

The family will receive friends Thursday, April 
29, from 2 to 4 p.m. and services on Friday at 10 
a.m. in the Buxton Funeral Home Chapel with 
Pastor Bruce Simpson offi ciating.  

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of the Buxton Funeral Home Funeral and 
Crematory, 110 E 5th Street, Okeechobee, Fl.

Yes, this newspaper is part of
a “chain.” But this “chain” is
unlike any other.

We are owned by a journalis-
tic trust. All after-tax profits
are invested in our mission of
community service through
good local journalism.

Staffing is local, and we seek
out people who care about
the community and want to
stay here.
How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism

Obituaries
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Search obituaries
nationally at

http://www.legacy.com

Community Events



2008

Monday–Friday
8am–8pm
Saturday
9am–5pm

Se Habla Español

SHELBY
& ROUSH

MUSTANGS
IN STOCK!

CALL NOW!
5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce • 1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1 • Ft. Pierce 461-6000
CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673)

“From Our Family To Yours For Over 75 Years.”

Your Internet Representative Hank Basile at Sunrise-Ford.com
0% APR for 60 months WAC on new 2010 Ford Edge, Escape, Ranger, Super Duty Diesel and Mustang. Focus and Fusion 0% APR for 36 months WAC plus $1,000 cash back.

0% APR for 72 months WAC on new 2010 Mustang GT. 0% APR for 36 months WAC on new 2010 Ford Explorer, Expedition and Sport Trac. *Based on 2009 Ford Motor Company
actual sales data for total new retail vehicle sales registrations for the 4-county area of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties.

#1 VOLUME FORD DEALER ON THE TREASURE COAST!*

18 TO CHOOSE 30 TO CHOOSE 55 TO CHOOSE 28 TO CHOOSE

NEW 2010 FORD NEW 2010 FORD NEW 2010 FORD NEW 2010 FORD

F-150 -F-350

4 DR., OXFORD
WHITE, V6, AUTO.,
#10522A

VALUE
PRICED CASH

$7,895

‘02 FORD RANGER
XLT SUPERCAB

PITCH BLACK,
LEATHER,
4 CYL., 5 SPD.,
MOONROOF,
SPORT PKG.,
#P3686A

‘06 FORD
FOCUS ZX4

V8, AUTO., RINO
LINER, BRIGHT
RED, #9501A

‘03 CHEVY
S-10 LS 4X4

SILVER METALLIC,
2-TONE INTERIOR,
V6, AUTO.,
LEATHER, 42,100
MILES, NICE!
#10542B

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$14,295

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$9,495
‘04 GMC

ENVOY SLT 4X2
TITANIUM
METALLIC,
LEATHER, V6,
FULL POWER,
SHARP!
#10427A

‘06 TOYOTA
AVALON XL

4 DR., 4 CYL.,
AUTO., CHARCOAL
BEIGE METALLIC,
19,900 MILES,
#10412A

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$14,595

‘06 FORD
FUSION SE

ALL PWR., AUTO.,
BLACK, BALANCE
OF WARRANTY,
ONLY 9K MI.,
SHARP!
#10129B

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$15,999

‘09 SCION
XD

DESERT TAN
METALLIC,
CHARCOAL
CLOTH, V6, AUTO.,
ALL WHEEL
DRIVE, #10585A

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$19,495

‘07 NISSAN
MURANO S

BLK. CLEARCOAT,
CLOTH, V6, AUTO.,
MOONROOF,
CERTIFIED
WARRANTY,
#P3583

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$19,625

‘07 FORD
ESCAPE XLT 4X4

RED METALLIC,
SHALE CLOTH,
12,500 MILES, V6,
AUTO., SPORT
ALLOYS & MORE!
#P3573

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$19,995

‘10 FORD
FUSION SE

OXFORD WHITE,
GRAY LEATHER,
HIGH MPG =
GREEN SUV,
SAVE $! #10223A

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$20,695

‘08 FORD
ESCAPE HYBRID

COPPER MET.,
CAMEL LEATHER,
FRESH TRADE-IN,
29,700 MILES,
WELL APPOINTED,
#10257B

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$21,395

‘07 FORD
EDGE SEL

VALUE
PRICED CASH

$10,495

HURRY!
OFFER ENDS MAY 1ST!

LOG ONTO SOUTHFLORIDAFORD.COM
FOR DETAILS

38 TO CHOOSE 23 TO CHOOSE

$25,995FROM
$18,995FROM SAVE $3,844

0%
APR

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$14,295
#10352 #10262

NEW 2010 FORD
MUSTANGS & GT’s

0%
APR

NEW 2010 FORD
F-150

OR UP TO
$7,500

IN TOTAL SAVINGS

0%
APR 0%

APR

SPORT TRAC
& EXPLORER

0%
APR

FUSION
& FOCUS

0%
APR

EDGE
& ESCAPE

+ $1,000

JUST
ARRIVED!
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MOTHER’S DAY

Mom, we love you

your special day!

MARIA EXAMPL

u very 

y! Love,

LE

MARIA EXAMPLE

Our mom is so very special. We 

think she is the greatest mom in 

the world.

We love it when she puts 

special treats in our lunch boxes.

She plays baseball with us 

and helps us make Halloween 

costumes.

She reads books to us. She has 

a pretty smile.

Thank you mom! You are the 

best! Love, your children.

MOTHER’S DAY

y 
e, 

Submit
your

good news
today at

www.newszap.com

Mother’s Day is May 9

Celebrations
Do something special for mom and let the world know 

how much you love her. Mark the day with a Special 
Occasion announcement in print and online!

•An announcement 
in the newspaper of 

your choice

• An online 
listing at 

newszap.com

•Online guestbook 
for friends and 

family

•Online photo 
gallery for up to 

10 photos

FOR A MODEST CHARGE, EACH PACKAGE INCLUDES:
 

MARCUM AND ASSOCIATES 
INSURANCE FOR YOUR NEEDS 

Local Service. It’s Our Policy. 

CALL NOW... 

We’re in your neighborhood — there when you 
need us. We’re a single source for ALL your 

insurance needs: 
Auto  Home  Motorcycle/RV  Business 

Call me… Stop by… Log on — it’s your choice! 

       Okeechobee 863-467-0331 
909 S. Parrot Ave. Ste. L Okeechobee 

Glades Electric Cooperative remains
committed to providing our 
members the highest quality 

service at the lowest possible rates.

1-800-226-4023  -  Okeechobee
1-800-226-4024  -  Moore Haven
1-800-226-4025  -  Lake Placid

Website:  www.gladesec.com
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Medical examiners collected data on 
the following drugs for their statewide 
report

BENZODIAZEPINE -- A family of sedative-
hypnotic drugs indicated for the treatment of 
stress, anxiety, seizures and alcohol withdraw-
al. Xanax (Alprazolam) and Valium (Diazepam) 
are the most commonly prescribed drugs in 
this drug class.

BUPRENORPHINE -- A semi-synthetic opi-
oid known as Buprenex, Suboxone and Subu-
tex indicated for the treatment of opioid addic-
tion and moderate to severe pain.

CANNABINOIDS -- A series of compounds 
found in the marijuana plant, the most psycho-
active of which is THC. Street names are often 
associated with a geographic area from which 
it came but also include generic names like: 
ganja; MJ; ragweed; weed; reefer; grass; Mary 
Jane; blunt; skunk; and, pot.

CARISOPRODOL -- Muscle relaxant indi-
cated for the treatment of pain, muscle spasms 
and limited mobility. It is often abused in con-
junction with analgesics for enhanced euphoric 
effect. It is marketed as Soma.

COCAINE -- An illicit stimulant. Powdered 
cocaine goes by many street names including: 
C; blow; snow; bump; Charlie; toot; and, nose 
candy. Freebase cocaine is known as crack or 
rock.

DIFLUOROETHANE -- Commonly found 
in electronic cleaning products and many con-
sumer aerosol products.

ETHYL ALCOHOL -- Alcohol or ethanol.
FENTANYL -- Synthetic narcotic analgesic 

(pain killer) used in the Durgesic transdermal 
patch. It’s also available in a solid “lollypop” 
sold under the brand name Actiq. Street names 
include: Apache; China girl; China town; China 
white; dance fever; drop dead; Fat Albert; good-
fellas; great bear; jackpot; and, murder 8.

GAMMA-HYDROXYBUTYRIC ACID 
(GHB) -- A depressant also known as a “date 
rape” drug. GHB often goes by the street name: 
easy lay; scoop; liquid X; Georgia home boy; 
and, grievous bodily harm.

HEROIN -- An illicit narcotic derivative that 
is a semi-synthetic product of opium. Heroin 
has numerous street names including: H; hom-
bre; brown sugar; horse; skag; white horse; 
and, smack.

HYDROCODONE -- A narcotic pain killer. 
Vicodin and Lortab are two common drugs 
containing hydrocodone.

HYDROMORPHONE -- A narcotic pain 
killer used to treat moderate to severe pain that 
is marketed under the trade name Dilaudid. It is 
2-to-8 times more potent than morphine and is 
commonly used by abusers as a substitute for 
heroin.

KETAMINE -- An animal tranquilizer and 

chemical relative of PCP. Street names include: 
special K; vitamin K; and, cat valium.

MEPERIDINE -- A synthetic pain killer sold 
under the trade name Demerol. It is used for 
pre-anesthesia and relief of moderate to severe 
pain.

METHADONE -- A synthetic narcotic pain 
killer commonly associated with heroin detoxi-
fi cation, but is also used to treat severe pain. 
It has been increasingly prescribed in place of 
oxycodone for pain management.

METHYLATED AMPHETAMINES -- In-
cludes such drugs as methamphetamine 
(stimulant) and MDMA (Ecstasy, which is a 
hallucinogen). Ecstasy has multiple street 
names including: E; XTC; love drug; and, clar-
ity. MDMA is often also known by a large variety 
of embossed logos on the pills such as Mitsub-
ishis and Killer Bees. Methamphetamine is also 
known as: meth; crank; crystal; fi re; glass; go 
fast; ice; speed; and, tina.

MORPHINE -- A narcotic pain killer used to 
treat moderate to severe pain. MS (Morphine 
Sulfate), Kadian and MS-Contin are the tablet 
forms. Roxanol is the liquid form. Street names 
include: monkey; dreamer; emsel; fi rst line; 
Miss Emma; Mister Blue; Unkie; and, God’s 
drug.

NITROUS OXIDE (N2O) -- Also known as 
“laughing gas,” this is an inhalant (gas) that pro-
duces light anesthesia and analgesia. “Whip-
pets” are a common form of Nitrous Oxide.

OXYCODONE -- A narcotic pain killer. Oxy-
Contin is one form of this drug and its street 
names include: OC; Hillbilly heroin; and, ox. 
Percocet, Percodan, Roxicet, Tylox and Roxi-
codone also contain Oxycodone.

OXYMORPHONE -- A narcotic pain killer 
prescribed as Opana, Numophan and Numor-
phone.

PHENCYCLIDINE (PCP) -- An illicit dis-
sociative anesthetic/hallucinogen. Common 
street names include: angel dust; ace; DOA; 
and, wack.

PROPOXYPHENE -- A synthetic narcotic 
pain killer for mild to moderate pain. It is a 
chemical cousin to methadone. It is marketed 
under the trade name Darvon and Darvocet 
when mixed with acetaminophen.

ROHYPNOL -- This is a sedative-hypnotic 
drug in the Benzodiazepine class that is com-
monly referred to as the “date rape” drug. It 
often goes by the street name “roofi es.”

TRAMADOL -- A synthetic narcotic analge-
sic sold under the trade name Ultram and Ul-
tracet for the treatment of moderate to severe 
pain. It is a chemical analogue to Codeine. Tra-
madol is not currently a scheduled drug.

ZOLPIDEM -- A prescription medication 
currently used for the short-term treatment of 
insomnia that is commonly known as Ambien.

DRUG GLOSSARY

• 4,199 of Florida deaths were drug re-
lated

• Drugs found most often in decedants: 
Ethyl Alcohol - 1,963; all Benzodiazepines - 
1,651 (including 942 Alprazolam occurrenc-
es); Oxycodone - 890; and, Cocaine - 724

• Drugs that caused the most deaths: 
Oxycodone - 499; all Benzodiazepines - 
470 (including 348 caused by Alprazolam); 
Methadone - 364; Ethyl Alcohol - 254; Co-
caine - 236; and, Morphine - 147

• 2,557 people died with one or more 
prescription drugs in their system

• 1,157 people died with at least one pre-
scription drug in their system that was, in the 
opinion of the medical examiner, the cause 
of death 

When compared to last six months 
of 2008: 

• Occurrences of Oxycodone (14.4 per-
cent), Hydromophone (14.9 percent) and 
Hydrocodone (5.3 percent) increased over 
last six months of 2008.

• Occurrences of Heroin increased 22 
percent and deaths caused by Heroin in-
creased by 20.5 percent.

• Occurrences of Methodone increased 
by 6.9 percent and deaths caused by Metha-
done increased by 8.3 percent.

• Occurrences of Cocaine declined by 
1.4 percent and deaths caused by Cocaine 
decreased by 3.3 percent.

• Occurrences of Alprazolam increased 
by 3.3 percent and Diazepam increased by 
1.1 percent.

• Occurrences of Carisoprodol/Mepro-
bamate increased by 33.2 percent

• Occurrences of Fentanyl increased by 
8.9 percent.

• Occurrences of Propoxyphene in-
creased by 8.8 percent.

NOTE: A drug occurrence means at least 
one drug was found in the decedent by the 
medical examiner.

FAST FACTS: Statewide trends 
from medical examiner’s reports 
for January through June 2009

• Lenny Bruce (40) - comedian, morphine 
overdose

• Dorothy Dandridge (42) - actress/singer, 
anti-depressant overdose

• Bobby Duncum Jr. (34) - pro wrestler, pre-
scription drug overdose

• Anthony Durante (36) - pro wrestler, fenta-
nyl overdose

• Judy Garland (47) - singer/actress, barbi-
turate overdose

• Corey Haim (38) - actor, overdose prescrip-
tion pills (valium, xanax, vicodin and soma)

• Margaux Hemingway (41) - actress, over-
dose of phenobarbital

• Michael Jackson (50) - lethal dose of 
propofol with two sedatives

• David Kennedy (28) - son of Robert F. Ken-
nedy, overdose (cocaine, demerol and mellaril)

• Heath Ledger (28) - actor, overdose (oxy-
codone, hydrocodone, temazepam and others)

• Mike Lockwood (32) - pro wrestler, over-

dose on various painkillers
• Aimee Semple McPherson (53) - Canadi-

an-born evangelist, overdose on prescription 
barbiturates

• Marilyn Monroe (36) - actress, overdose on 
sleeping pills

• Gram Parsons (26) - musician, morphine 
overdose

• Elvis Presley (42) - actor/musician, over-
dose on prescription drugs

• George Sanders (65) - actor, overdose on 
sleeping pills (nembutal)

• Anna Nicole Smith (39) - model/actress, 
overdose (chloral hydrate and various benzodi-
azepines)

• Inger Stevens (35) - actress, overdose on 
barbiturates

• Paige Summers (27) - model/actress, over-
dose (codeine and oxycodone)

Source: Wikipedia

PILLS KILL: Fame doesn’t protect 
against the dangers of prescription pills



(includes 348 deaths caused by alprazo-
lam); methadone - 364; ethyl alcohol - 254; 
cocaine - 236; and, morphine - 147.

Ethyl alcohol (1,963), benzodiazepines 
(1,651), oxycodone (890) and cocaine (724) 
were the four drugs found most frequently 
in decedents, stated the report.

With ethyl alcohol removed from the 
equation, prescription drugs accounted for 
79 percent of all drug occurrences in the 
2009 report. In 2008, prescription drugs 
accounted for 75 percent of all drug occur-
rences.

In 2008, there was a total of 171,800 
deaths in Florida. Of those, 8,556 were drug 
related.

According to the 2008 medical examin-
ers report, oxycodone was found in a total of 
1,574 decedents and was ruled as the cause 
of death in 941 cases.

That 2008 report goes on to show that 
there were: 929 deaths due to benzodi-
azepines: 693 caused by methadone; 648 
caused by cocaine; 489 due to ethyl alcohol; 
300 caused by morphine; and, 270 deaths 
caused by hydrocodone.

The ‘08 report also states that there were 
4,924 people who died with one or more pre-
scription drugs in their system. Also, 2,184 
died with at least one prescription drug in 
their system that was, in the opinion of the 
medical examiner, the cause of death.

In the ’09 interim report 2,557 people 
died in the fi rst six months with one or more 
prescription drugs in their system, and 1,157 
died with at least one prescribed drug in 
their system that was the cause of death in 
the medical examiner’s opinion.

For District 19—which is made up of Mar-
tin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee 
counties—the numbers bear out the local 
detective’s thoughts that deaths due to oxy-
codone abuse are on the rise.

In 2008, there were 71 area deaths where 
oxycodone was found in the decedent’s sys-
tem. In 41 of those, oxycodone was ruled as 
the cause of death. There were nine deaths 
in which oxycodone was the only drug found 
in the system, and in two of those deaths the 
drug caused the death.

In the fi rst six months of 2009, there were 
a total of 55 deaths where oxycodone was 
found in the system and in 25 of those it was 
determined to be the cause of death. There 
were also 12 District 19 deaths where oxy-
codone was the only drug found in the sys-
tem, and three of those deaths were caused 
by the pain killer, indicated the statewide 
report.

Locally, of the 12 overdose deaths last year 
two were caused by oxycodone. In contrast, 
there were 14 overdose deaths in Okeecho-
bee County in 2008 and none were ruled to 
be caused by oxycodone. While oxycodone 
was found in the system of three of the dece-
dents, it was not ruled as the cause of death 
since several other drugs were also present.

The local deaths also mirror District 19 
and statewide fi ndings in that the bulk of 
those who die due to drug overdose are be-
tween the ages of 35 and 50.

In Okeechobee County, two of the 12 
overdose deaths were due to oxycodone 
toxicity. In District 19, 25 of the 41 people 
who died due to lethal levels of oxycodone 

were in this age group. Across the state, 413 
of the 941 were between the ages of 35 and 
50.

This trend holds true for nearly all of 
the drugs tested for by medical examiners 
across the state and in District 19, except for 
three classifi cations. In 2008 and the fi rst six 
months of 2009, more people over the age 
of 50 died due to morphine overdoses than 
any other age groups in District 19. Also, in 
2008, more people over the age of 50 died 
due to an overdose of propoxyphene in Dis-
trict 19. In the ‘09 report, there was only one 
death due to a propoxyphene overdose and 
that was in the 35-50 age group.

“That’s about what I’m seeing,” said the 
local detective. “It’s mostly white males and 
white females, 25 and up. The kids are dab-
bling in it.

“Blacks are selling them (pills), but aren’t 
as predominant as far as using. I’m also 

starting to see some Hispanics, as far as sell-
ing it,” the detective added.

According to the report for Okeechobee 
County: eight of the 12 who died fell in the 
35-50 group; six were male and six were fe-
male; and 10 were white, one was Hispanic 
and one was an American Indian.

As for other drugs, the ‘09 report shows 
that nearly all prescription drugs are on the 
rise. The report indicates that when com-
pared to the last six months of ’08: metha-
done deaths are up 8.3 percent; occurrences 
of alprazolam (xanax) are up 3.3 percent; 
occurrences of diazepam (valium) are up 
1.1 percent; occurrences of carisoprodol 
(soma)/meprobamate (milltown) are up 
33.2 percent; occurrences of fentanyl are up 
8.9 percent; and, occurrences of propoxy-
phene are up 8.8 percent.

Heroin, however, is still the most lethal 
drug named in the report. The ’09 report 

indicates that occurrences of heroin have 

increased by 22 percent and heroin deaths 

have gone up 20.5 percent, when compared 

to the last six months of ’08.

On the fl ip side, the statewide report 

shows that cocaine occurrences for the 

same time period have decreased by 1.4 

percent and deaths caused by cocaine have 

dropped by 3.3 percent.

“In my 40 years in law enforcement this 

surpasses anything I’ve ever seen, as far as 

the enormity of it,” said Okeechobee County 

Sheriff Paul May on the upswing in prescrip-

tion pill use. “This is the number one prob-

lem in Okeechobee County.”

And while he has no numbers to back up 

this claim, the sheriff has little doubt that the 

increase in prescription drug abuse has led 

to the increase in burglaries, robberies and 

many other crimes in the county.

“It’s fueling other crimes in the county,” 

he said. “You know, if we had 12 murders or 

12 bank robberies in a year it would be the 

talk of the town. This problem has got to be 

addressed.”

DRUGS
Continued From Page 1

Okeechobee News

Meet Y our
Local Merch

ants

A S a l u t e  t o  t h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  L o c a l  B u s i n e s s

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

THEATRE I:“NIGHTMARE ON ELM ST”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. &
Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 &

7:00

THEATRE II:  “BACK-UP PLAN”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE III:  “FURRY VENGEANCE”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun.
& Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon.

3:00 & 7:00

April 30April 30th th -- May 6May 6thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

PG-13

R

PG
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Date of death Age Race Sex Offi cial cause of death
Jan. 4, 2009 44 White Female Combined drug toxicity including 

    methadone, benzodiazepine and trazodone 

March 7, 2009 22 Hispanic Male Acute ethanolism (alcohol poisoning) 

April 4, 2009 36 White Female  Combined drug toxicity including  
    methadone

April 28, 2009 49 White Female Acute methadone toxicity with polydrug  
    synergism 

May 3, 2009 62 White Male Acute Oxycodone toxicity 

May 3, 2009 35 American Indian  Male Complications of Oxycodone toxicity

June 21, 2009 43 White Male Acute bronchopneumonia 

Aug. 2, 2009 40 White Female Combined drug toxicity 

Sept. 6, 2009 45 White Female Complications of Methyl Bromide toxicity

Nov. 27, 2009 25 White Male Combined drug toxicity 

Nov. 28, 2009 44 White Male Combined drug toxicity 

Dec. 10, 2009 64 White Female Combined drug toxicity

Okeechobee County deaths related to drug overdoses in 2009

‘You know, if we had 12 murders or 12 bank robberies in a year 
it would be the talk of the town. The problem has got to be 
addressed.’

Okeechobee County Sheriff Paul May



10% off
Total Dinner

of $25 or More

Dine in only

50% off
LUNCH

buy 1 entree and 2 bever-

ages receive the second

entree of equal or lesser

value at 50% off. With this

coupon Not valid with any

other offer. 

ONLY valid Pueblo Viejo VI

Come Enjoy the Big
Celebration of 

Open Lunch & Dinner 
7 Day a Week!
11 am to 10 pm 

Brief History of Cinco De Mayo
The Battle of Puebla took place 
on May 5, 1862 near the city of 
Puebla during the French intervention 
in Mexico. The battle ended in a victory 
for the Mexican Army against the occupying 
French forces. The victory is celebrated today 
during the festivities of Cinco de Mayo (5th of May).

3415 Hwy441 S.
Okeechobee

(in the Publix 
Shopping Center)

WWednesday
May 5

Pueblo Viejo VI

Full Liquor Bar
www.puebloviejorestaurants.com

Corona $2.00 
` Margaritas

18oz. 
$4.50

863-357-9641

4 pm to 11 pm

Live DJ
Omar 
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Yearling Middle School eighth grader Irfan 
Chaudhary is this year’s Okeechobee Schools 
spelling champion.

Chaudhary won the annual spelling bee 
over 25 other spellers at Osceola Middle 
School on Friday. 

“I’m really glad and happy,” Chaud-
hary said, “I pretty much knew most of the 
words.”

Chaudhary also won the contest in fi fth 
grade. Two older sisters were also champion 
spellers for Okeechobee. One of them almost 
made it to the national spelling bee one year.

Kirby Dobbs of Osceola Middle School fi n-
ished second in the competition which lasted 
over an hour and went 10 rounds.

Assistant Superintendent of Schools Mary 
Hurley said there were 10 more words used 
this year and that all of the spellers really stud-
ied hard and put a lot of hard work into the 
event.

“We had 26 really bright spellers. Their job 
was to determine who the best speller was 
today. All of them are winners,” she added.

Riverside National Bank, a division of 
TD Bank, and the Okeechobee Educational 
Foundation served as sponsors of this year’s 
event. The three fi nalists all received a $50 
savings bond from the bank.

Branch manager Tabitha Trent said 
she was very impressed with the spellers. 
“You have a lot to be proud of. We are very 
proud.”

Proud was the feeling of Lubna Chaud-

hary, Irfan’s mom. She said he put a lot of 
time in studying his words for the competi-
tion, “I’m so happy and proud of him. He 
worked so hard for it. He deserved to be 
number one.”

Irfan also thanked his father Muham-
mad, a local physician, and his tutor Dorothy 
Blom. 

Blom said she has worked with Irfan since 
the fi rst grade. She explained his mother had 
some trouble pronouncing the words so she 
as a retired school teacher was glad to help. 
She said Irfan deserves all the credit because 
many times he would spell 400 words in an 
hour to prepare for the competition.

“He has been a pleasure to work with. The 
funny thing is one of his words, lieutenant, 
was on his list of study words, he deserves all 
of the credit not me,” she added.

There were seven spellers eliminated in 
the fi rst round and nine more in the second 
round. Chadhaury won in the 10th round 
when he successfully spelled the word coun-
terfeiter. Words the spellers successfully 
spelled include lieutenant, silhouette, illumi-
nate, chandelier, traversed, vivacious, pum-
pernickel, paralysis, javelin, vendetta, and 
unceremonious.

Osceola Middle School served as the host 
of the event this year. The judges were Linda 
Syfrett, President of the Okeechobee Educa-
tion Foundation, Okeechobee Schools Coor-
dinator of Staff Barbara James, and ESE em-
ployee Debbie Johnson. Russ Brown served 
as the pronouncer.

Okeechobee schools hold spelling bee

Irfan Chaudhary and his mom Lubna 
Chaudhary enjoy his victory in Fri-
day’s spelling bee.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Tabitha Trent issues $50 savings 
bonds to the three fi nalists in Friday’s 
spelling bee.



On March 25, Heritage Day at the Freshman 
Campus, members of the Okeechobee Histori-
cal Society were set up in front of the mural, 
painted on the north side of the gymnasium 
building, depicting the fi rst settlers, Peter and his 
wife, Louisiana Chandler Raulerson, with their 
children in 1896 coming from Basinger to make 
their home in what is now Okeechobee. Zelda 
Mixon, their great-granddaughter, told what 
it was like for them living in a territory where 
the Seminole Indians were their only, “neigh-
bors” and how wild bears, panthers, and hogs 
roamed the area. Betty Williamson explained 
how the artist, John Gutcher of Tampa has in-
cluded the symbols representing the clans of 
the Seminoles. She had the students fi nd a frog, 
otter, alligator, panther, snake, raccoon, bear 
and the wind as depicted in the mural.
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Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

Each Celebrations 
package includes:

 

 

and family 

& JANE A. ILLUSTRATION

WEDDING

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

She is the daughter of Joseph and Jane 

SUSAN A. EXAMPLE

BIRTH

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ANNIVERSARY

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at 

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ENGAGEMENTJOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Heritage Day includes history of wall mural

Special to the Okeechobee News/Zelda Mixon, director
Kay McCool, Lois Davino, Zelda Mixon, Pearl Godwin, and Betty Williamson, 
president of the Okeechobee Historical Society visited OFC.

Special to the Okeechobee News/Seacoast Bank

Seacoast Supports Real Life
Seacoast National Bank sponsors a team for the Real Life Children’s Ranch 
golf tournament on April 17. Pictured: Keith Stripling, Kalani Karratti, Teresa 
Chandler and Jerry O’Bannon. For more information on Real Life Children’s 
Ranch, please call 863-763-4242.

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

Five Year Service Award
At the Tuesday, April 20 meeting of the 
Okeechobee City Council Mayor James 
Kirk presented a Five Year Service 
Award to Russell Cale for fi ve years 
service with the police department.



OOKEECHOBEE COUNTY 
HOUSEHOLD

HHAAZZAARRDDOOUUSS

WWAASSTTEE

SATURDAY, May 1ST

9AM-3PM
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE FACILITY

306 N.W. 9 TH Ave. Okeechobee

• FREE DROP OFF •
To Okeechobee County Residents

Paints, Pesticides,
Chemicals, Solvents,
Brake Fluid, Pool
Chemicals, Batteries,
Cleaning Supplies,
Used Oil, Oil Filters,
Mercury Bulbs,
Mercury Containing
Devices and unknown
Chemicals; Ni-Cad and
Lead Acid Batteries;
Tires (4 Tires ONLY
Per Household). NO
PROPANE TANKS.

For More Information, Contact

Solid Waste Dept. at: 763-1811

AAMNESTY
DAY!
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Tournament winners
Freedom Outreach was pleased with 
the turn out of the third tournament in 
the series that took place on Sunday, 
April 25. “We appreciate everyone’s 
support.” The wind made fi shing 
more challenging, but didn’t hinder 
the peaceful atmosphere among the 
people. Participants and spectators 
enjoyed the smoked sausages, hot-
dogs, drinks and additional snacks 
provided while waiting for the results. 
The teams placed are as follows:

Special to the Okeechobee News/Freedom Outreach

First place - Bob Owens - 18.14 lbs.
Second place - Mike Cornell/Mike Zubricky - 12.12 lbs.
Third place - Bobby Obannon/Richard Stiglitz - 12.06 lbs.
Big Fish - Bob Owens - 5 lbs.



WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., 
Mark Leach, R-PA , Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, 
and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge 
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will 
provide you with high quality medical and cosmetic skin 
care services in a personal and caring environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology 

• Acne  • Psoriasis  • Eczema

• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders    

• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery

• Skin Allergies and Rashes  

• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments 

• Evolence®    • Botox®   

• Juvéderm TM
   • Radiesse®  

• Restylane®   • Perlane®  

• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:

• Hair  • Moles 

• Brown Spots  • Warts 

• Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

Ted Shiff, M.D.   Dwayne Montie, D.O.  Mark Leach, R-PA  Sharon Barrineau, ARNP  John Minni, D.O.   
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The Gathering
A Church of Restoration

Sunday 10:30am

Children’s Church & Nursery Provided

1735 SW 24th Ave • 357-4418
www.thegatheringchurch.us

“Care and Share” Groups
Throughout the week

Come As You Are

To add your church to our listings, contact us at 

863-763-3134 or email: okeeadsales@newszap.com

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Okeechobee Church of Christ
1401 South Parrott Ave. 
Okeechobee, Fl 34974

Sunday Morning Bible Study: 9:30 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 A.M.
Sunday Evening Worship:  6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday Nights:   7:00 P.M. 

We have no head but Jesus. 
We have no creed but the New Testament. 
We speak where the Bible  speaks 
and silent where the Bible is silent 

EVERYONE WELCOME!

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

METHODIST

“Your Place of Destiny” - Jeremiah 29:11

3666 E. Hwy 70 • Okeechobee
(Old Elks Lodge)

(863) 357-2264
Bishop Robert J. Banks, Jr., Pastor

Sunday School - 9am
Sunday Worship - 10am
Tues. & Thurs. - 7:30pm

Prayer Service, Tues. & Thurs. 6:30pm - 7:30pm
Nursery Available at All Services

Office Hours:
Mon. 9am - 12 noon

Tues. - Fri. 9am - 5pm

PENECOSTAL

Okeechobee Christian
Church

Non-Denominational

3055 SE 18th Terrace 
(Corner of Charles Harvey Highway and SE 18th Terr.) 

Sunday School: Adult & Children 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship Service 10:30am

Wednesday - Carry-In Dinner 6pm;
Bible Study 7pm 

Youth Class Available during Worship
• Nursery Available at all services  

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 1:30 -4:30pm 

(863) 467-7858
Minister Jim McCutchen

4550 Hwy 441 N. - 763-3736

Sunday School     - 9:30 am 
Sunday Worship  - 10:30 am
Sunday Evening   - 6:00 pm 
Wed. Bible Study - 7:00 pm
Thursday Youth   - 7:00 pm

“Families Loving God”

Children’s Church & Nursery Provided 

Mark & Kathy Witt, Pastor
www.abundantblessingschurch. com

Live Webcast Sunday 10:30 am

Abundant Blessings

200 N.W. 2nd St.
(863) 763-4021

(Next to Bank of America)

First UnitedFirst United
Methodist ChurchMethodist Church

COME  AS  YOU  ARE!

Sunday School:
9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship:
10:00 a.m.

www.fumcokee.com

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Samantha Harrell tossed another shutout 
and Courtney Wilson knocked in two runs as 
Okeechobee High School defeated Titusville 
3-0 in the regional quarterfi nal 
game played Tuesday night at 
Okeechobee High School.

Okeechobee advanced to 
meet Jensen Beach again in 
the regional semifi nal Friday 
night. Okeechobee has defeat-
ed the Lady Falcons twice this 
year, most recently last Friday 
in the District 14-4A Champi-
onship game. Jensen Beach 
defeated Space Coast 4-3 in 
their regional quarterfi nal game Tuesday.

Tuesday Okeechobee got an early run in the 
bottom of the fi rst and then held off the Lady 
Terriers.

Coach Kim Hargraves said her team is used 
to playing low scoring and close games. “We 
didn’t get our bats going early tonight. This 
team has a way of getting comfortable with a 
one run lead. They know we’ve had a lot of 
shutouts this year and have allowed very few 
runs this year. The late runs tonight were just 
nails in the coffi n.”

Naomi Stevens, who scored two runs, was 
able to get on base in the fi rst and score on a 
double by Wilson. In the sixth she dropped a 
fl y ball into short right fi eld and hustled to get 
a double.  Ashtyn Brown followed with a bunt 
single to put runners on fi rst and third. From 
there Okeechobee scored two quick runs on 
plays where Brahman speed played a huge role. 
Wilson hit a squeeze bunt in front of the plate. 
The catcher fi elded it cleanly and checked the 

runner and threw to fi rst. Stevens took off im-
mediately after the throw and slid home safely 
ahead of the tag. Megan Clements followed 
with a ground out to short. Again the fi elder 
Taylor Mosley tried to hold Brown at third as 
she threw to fi rst. Brown took off immediately 
and in almost a carbon copy, was able to beat 
the throw home.

Wilson said the team works hard on run-
ning the bases and learning how to slide. “It 
is an awesome feeling to win. I’m so excited 
about Friday’s game. Coach told us to get on 
them early tonight. I had Naomi on base and I 
just did my job. I tried to hit the ball hard some-
where.” Titusville had a couple of threats late 
in the game. They had a runner in scoring po-
sition in the fi fth, and two runners on base in 
the sixth. Each time Harrell was able to bear 
down and get big outs. Coach Hargraves said 
Harrell has confi dence she can work herself out 
of jams.

“We’ve gotten into situations with runners 
in scoring position that puts pressure on us this 
year. The girls look at it as no big deal. The girls 
basically just blow it off and don’t act like its 
anything big,” she added.

Wilson said it all comes down to having 
confi dence in your defense and also in their 
pitcher.  “I’m very confi dent in our pitcher. We 
can have the bases loaded and I know Sam can 
go out there and get three outs. I’m very confi -
dent in our defense and Sam,” she added.

Wilson said she expects another great game 
when Okeechobee squares off with Jensen 
Beach on Friday night. Two years ago Okeecho-
bee won the district title game and then lost 
a week later to Jensen Beach in the regional 
semifi nal. Wilson said all of the girls know it’ll 
be a tough game. “Both teams are going to be 
hungry. It’ll be a great game,” Wilson said.

Softball team advances to regional semifi nal

Courtney
Wilson



HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

Caring for Those You Care About

120 BEDS

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

http://specialsections.newszap.com

Jay S. Berger, M.D., MPH

Okeechobee Medical Park
1713 Hwy 441 North, Suite D

(863) 467-1117
(on the south side of the OLD rodeo grounds

across the street from the hospital)

Specializing in
Complete Adult

Healthcare

INTERNAL MEDICINE

The Key to a Successful
Business is

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

Optical Gallery
763-4334

763-3403357-4899
Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and
Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract

Microsurgery
Diabetic Eye Exams

Glaucoma Evaluation & Treatment
State of the Art Complete 

Optical Laboratory
Eyeglasses and Contact

Lenses

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye

Physician & Surgeon

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

Call 763-3134 today!
AAddvveerr tt iissiinngg!!

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.
Specializing in:

Adult & Pediatric
Urology

Bladder & Kidney Infections
Impotence/Implants

No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.
Okeechobee 

(863) 763-0217

Board Certified In Urology

UROLOGY

Big Lake Cancer Center
Ramesh Kumar, MD William Crook, MD Julie Santelli, MD

Hands-on Stress Reduction Seminar 
Every Wednesday at 4:00 PM

Refreshments provided. 
Limited seating. Reservations call 863-467-9500

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Call for Dates and Times
The Difference...We Care to Give You The Best

1115 N. Parrott Ave, Okeechobee

FREE Patient Education Seminar:
Learn about the latest techniques available

to reduce Radiation related side effects
Followed by a Q&A session on ANY issues related to

Radiation Therapy & Cancer

Arthur Haspel, DPM
Board Certified Podiatrist

Announces the relocation of his practice

916 WN Park St.

863.467.0959

Most Insurance Accepted • “Opted Out of Medicare”

At the Douglas Chiropractic Center

Hours by appointment

PODIATRIST

ACUPUNCTURE
Insomnia
Anxiety/Stress
Low back pain
Sciatica
Headaches
Neck pain
Weight loss/
eating disorders
Stop smoking
Depression
Foot/ankle pain
Fibromyalgia
Fatigue

Assistant Dean of Western

Medicine at the Florida College

of Integrative Medicine

Okeechobee
Acupuncture Center
Okeechobee Medical Park
1713 US Hwy 441 N, Suite D
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-398-4182
Email for Info & Newsletter:
DrOAcupuncture@aol.com

Dr. Glenn H. Osterweil,
DPM, L.Ac.
Acupuncturist/Podiatrist

The 2009 – 2010 Medical Information Guide is available online at 

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

ACUPUNCTURIST
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Reach More
Customers with
Just One Call!

Advertise in the
Okeechobee

News
Call 763-3134

today!

ENDOCRINOLOGY

202 NE 2nd Ave., 
Ste. 3 & 4, Okeechobee

(863) 467-2159

Gabriel 
Guerrero, M.D.

Endocrinology
Internal Medicine

• Residency in Internal Medicine at the 
University of Miami

• Fellowship in Endocrinology, Diabetes and 
Metabolism at the University of Miami

• Board Certified in Endocrinology, 
Diabetes and Metabolism

• Board Certified in Internal Medicine
"Specialized in the care of

Diabetes, Thyroid, Cholesterol,
Osteosporosis and other

Endocrinologic conditions”

JANICE LOST
60 LBS & 50 INCHES

AL LOST 58 LBS 
& 66 INCHES 

HEALTH

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.www.tcdermatology.com

FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY THE 
AMERICAN BOARD OF DERMATOLOGY

Okeechobee
863-467-9555
Vero Beach

772-778-7782

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

DERMATOLOGY

MRI

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN MRI

115 NE
3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

We Love toWe Love to Care!Care!

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility
1646 U.S. Highway 441 North  

863-763-2226Five-Star Rated
�����

Family Owned & Operated, OHFC has been
Providing Care to Elderly Citizens of Okeechobee
and Surrounding Counties Since December 1984
• Long-Term Nursing Care Available

7 Days a Week/24 Hours a Day
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s  

Memory Care Wing
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Rehab, Physical, Occupational, 

Speech and Out-Patient Therapies
Stimulating & Fun Daily Activities

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME

Better Hearing Starts Today!

Call
(863) 467-5333

Hearing Care Centers

3545 Hwy 441 S • Okeechobee

BATTERIES
Buy 1, Get 1 Free

Expires 4/30/2010

HEARING CARE CENTER

Joint Commission Accredited

• Anesthesiology 
• Gastroenterology 
• General Surgery 
• Gynecology 
• Ophthalmology 
• Oral Surgery
• Orthopedics
• Otolaryngology (ENT)
• Pain Management
• Plastic Surgery 
• Podiatry
• Urology

1655 Hwy. 441 North,
Okeechobee, Fl 34972

Fax (863) 357-6230

(863) 357-6220

Estb. 1999

SURGERY CENTER
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Walpole Feed
& Supply Co.

7763-6905
Hwy 98 North

Stop In For All Your Show Feed &
Sullivan Show Supplies!!

Give Us 
A Try!
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Austin Hamilton struck out 15 and retired 
all 21 batters he faced as the Okeechobee 
High School Brahmans shutout Fort Pierce 
Westwood 8-0 in the opening game of the 
District 14-4A Tournament on Tuesday 
night.

The game was delayed one day due to 
heavy rains on the Treasure Coast Monday. 
The delay didn’t seem to hurt the Brah-
mans (16-10) as they hit two homeruns and 
scored three runs before Westwood could 
catch their breath.

Aaron Suarez had an RBI triple in the fi rst 
inning and two more runs scored on West-
wood errors in the fi rst inning. Mark Weir hit 

a two run homerun in the second. Jonathan 
Crawford hit a solo homerun in the third.

Brahman Coach Dylan Tedders said 
he loves Hamilton’s makeup and how he 
doesn’t get rattled on the mound no matter 
what goes on in a game, “He doesn’t lose his 
composure. He comes out here and throws 
a no hitter in his fi rst district tournament. All 
I can say is, I love that kid.”

Tedders also had a smile because of his 
team’s offensive output. The team was able 
to hit the ball to the opposite fi eld against 
the soft tossing Westwood starter Kardell 
Hamilton.

“We had an awesome night at the plate. 
We went the other way and we got the ball 
rolling,” Tedders added.

Okeechobee played solid defense but the 
Brahman fi elders didn’t really have much 
work. Hamilton kept the Westwood hitters 
off balance and very few of his pitches were 
hit with any kind of authority.

Hamilton said he was actually surprised 
at how successful he was in the game, “It’s 
just shocking. I’ve never thrown a no-hitter 
in my life and I come out here and throw 
a perfect game. It’s shocking. I just tried to 
throw strikes and get my team back into the 
dugout so we could score some runs.”

Tedders said the team was in pretty 
good shape for the remainder of the district 
tournament. University of Florida signee 
Jonathan Crawford was scheduled to pitch 
Wednesday against Lincoln Park in the Dis-
trict semifi nal. The District fi nal was sched-

uled for Friday at 4 p.m. at Fort Pierce Cen-
tral High School.

“We decided to use Austin tonight be-
cause we don’t just want to win one game, 
we want to win the entire thing,” Tedders 
said.

Perfect game thrown by Brahman pitcher

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Austin Hamilton tossed a perfect game 
Tuesday.

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

A valiant effort which included two come-
backs wasn’t enough as the Okeechobee 
High School Brahman baseball team fell 6-5 
to Lincoln Park Academy in the District 14-4A 
semifi nal on Wednesday.

Okeechobee trailed 3-1 and 5-4 in the 
game but didn’t give up in what turned out to 
be their last game of the year.

“We gave them a couple of runs but they 
gave us a few runs,” Coach Dylan Tedders 
said, “I felt like we out hit them and who 
knows what could of happened if we both 
played our best game.”

Okeechobee led 1-0 in the fi rst when Drew 
Selvey was hit by a pitch and later scored on a 
double by Mark Weir. 

Lincoln Park scored three times in the sec-
ond against Brahman starter Jonathan Craw-
ford. They put together two hits, a hit batter, 
and an error to score three runs.

Okeechobee came back with three runs 
in the top of the fi fth. Selvey walked, and Weir 
and Cameron Tewksbury added bunt singles. 
Selvey scored on a wild pitch, Weir scored on 
a throwing error and Tewksbury scored on 
an RBI single by Richard Donegan.

LPA responded with two runs in the fi fth 
against Brahman pitcher Cameron Tewks-
bury. Nick McWilliams drove home a run 
with a double. A fl y ball hit by Jordan Modine 
fell between two outfi elders in right center to 
bring home the second run.

Okeechobee again responded with a 
run to tie the score in the top of the sixth. 
Pinch hitter Darius Bauer ripped a single 
that bounced off the shortstop. The ball was 
thrown away to allow Bauer to reach second 
base. He moved to third on a single by Selvey 
and scored on a suicide squeeze bunt by 
Aaron Suarez.

LPA won the game in the bottom of the 
sixth as Brad Shea singled, moved up on a 
sacrifi ce bunt and a wild pitch and scored on 
a sacrifi ce fl y by Gio Alfonso.

Tedders said he was disappointed the 
team didn’t play their best in the biggest 
game of the year. “They just put our pitchers 
in play and our pitchers weren’t at their best. 
They scored four earned runs against us,” he 
said.

Okeechobee fi nished the season at (16-
11). Lincoln Park moved on to play Fort 
Pierce Central in the District Final on Friday 
afternoon.

OHS baseball team defeated by Lincoln Park

FOOTBALL FUNDRAISERS PLANNED
The Okeechobee High School football team will host a fund raiser walk-a-thon on Satur-

day, May 15. Football players will walk from Okeechobee High School to Lock 7 and back 
starting at 8 a.m. Any person or business who would like to sponsor a player can contact 
Coach Myron Jackson at 863-462-5050. The team hopes to raise funds to purchase more 
equipment for their fall season.

SCRIMMAGE GAME FUNDRAISER SET
The annual purple and white Brahman football scrimmage will be held on Friday night, 

May 21, at the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation. Games are scheduled to begin at 
6:30 p.m. An eighth grade scrimmage and a varsity and junior varsity scrimmage are being 
planned. Barbecue dinners will also be sold to raise funds for the football team. Dinners are 
$7. For more information please call Coach Myron Jackson at 863-462-5050.

Brahman football fundraisers



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Brahman football player Tony Kibler 
chose the University of South Florida and the 
Big East conference to continue his playing 
career. Kibler has had a whirl wind trip over 
the past year. He transferred to Glades Day in 
Belle Glade in the fall and helped the Gators 
win a State High School Championship.

He is back in Okeechobee to fi nish his se-
nior year. Kibler was all state in football for 
Okeechobee as a junior.

He was highly recruited and gave consid-
eration to several Florida schools including 
Florida State and the University of Florida 
before he chose the Bulls.

“The USF coaches just made me feel 
comfortable. It had a feeling like home. The 
school is really nice,” Kibler said.

Kibler was actually recruited by the for-
mer USF coach Jim Leavitt, who was fi red 
after 13 years as the head man for the Bulls. 
In fact he is the only football coach in the 
programs history. He was fi red after last sea-
son and replaced by Skip Holtz, the son of 
legendary coach Lou Holtz.

Kibler speaks highly of both coaches and 
said he never wavered in his commitment 
when the coaching change was made, “I 
have all the respect in the world for coach 
Leavitt but I feel coach Holtz can take the 
program to the next level.”

Holtz had been the coach of East Caro-
lina before taking the job in Tampa .

Kibler noted he wants to be part of the 
fi rst USF team to win a college football Big 
East title and a National Championship.

“It’s defi nitely something you can’t de-
scribe in words. I will always give my best, 
and give everything I have,” he added.

Kibler, who stands a good 6’5” and 
weighs nearly 330 pounds, said he expects 
to be in the mix for playing time this year. He 
said he would be willing to be redshirted if it 
helped the team and helped him improve his 
game. “I know that if I want to I can play. I’m 
willing to do what it takes to win games,” he 
added. USF is a program on the rise. They 
upset Florida State last year in Tallahassee. 
They are scheduled to play the University of 
Florida this year in Gainesville.

“I can’t wait for it. I get to go against peo-
ple that are my size. They will probably kick 
my butt but I can’t give up,” Kibler said.

Kibler said winning a high school cham-

pionship was really a dream come true. He 
said it took awhile for it to set in. He doesn’t 
even remember picking up the Glades Day 
coach on the fi eld and carrying him on one 
shoulder.

“A championship was what I was looking 
for my entire high school career,” he said. “I 
was sitting there on the fi eld just taking in 
what just happened. It is an incredible feel-
ing; it’s like being in awe.” Kibler said the ex-
perience at Glades Day has made him a bet-
ter player. He said there was a lot of pressure 
in Belle Glade to perform as he compared it 
to Friday Night Lights, a successful television 
show about high school football.

Kibler said he could major in communi-
cations or criminology at USF.

BUYER BROKERAGE
CO. OF OKEECHOBEE

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
1039 S.E. Everglades Blvd • Okeechobee

(863) 763-2334 • (863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS 
SAVING 
BUYERS
MONEY!

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
CRS, GRI, APPRAISERCRS, GRI, APPRAISER

BK129997BK129997

Patricia Louise Goolsby,
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

3/2 CBS home with open concept
and very spacious. Ceramic tile
throughout. Garage has workbench-
es built which are very nice. Large
Master Bedroom with a large walk-in
closet. MLS #203806, $119,000.

2/2 CBS HOME with large open area.
Kitchen has large pantry. Lot of stor-
age area. Bathroom area has a vanity.
Fenced in yard. PRICED TO SELL!!
GREAT HOUSE FOR A GREAT
PRICE!! MLS #203864, $89,900.

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

FOR THESE LISTINGS, CALL VICKI ANDERSON 863-634-4106.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

CBS DUPLEX each side 1/1, water-
front, dock, electric boat lift, fish
cleaning station, deck, shed w/elec,
sprinkler sys, security lights, sea-
wall, gutters. Lg rms and walk in
closets. MLS #203644, $84,000.

3/2 DWMH on a captive lake with
plenty of fish. Turn key. Furnishings
are of exceptional quality. A dock with
double sink for fish cleaning, water,
and electric. Automatic sprinkler sys-
tem. MLS #203863, $110,000.

2/1 SWMH W/HUGE FL RM.
Remodeled interior. Efficiency in the
back of mobile. Huge workshop. 2 car
carport attached. Boat house, CBS
shed. Huge lot with water on two sides.
Fenced. MLS #203784, $94,900.

OLDER MH W/MANY POSSIBIL-
ITIES. Needs some TLC. Addl 1/1
efficiency in backyard. Fish clean-
ing station on water. Nice work-
shop with plenty of space. MLS
#203642, $59,900.

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

1012-H: 4/2 CBS
home in town conve-
niently close to every-
thing on a large Lot.
Chain linked fenced.
Call today for further
info. $100,000 MLS#
203380

5005-H: King’s Bay 3
Bedroom, 2 Bath
home with rear screen
in porch, attached
garage, Breakfast Bar,
and more. $135,000
MLS #203579

3005-M: Waterfront
Mobile home in
Treasure Island with
concrete seawall, some
appliances, walk in
closets, shed, screen
room, only five years
old. Call for further info.
MLS #203728

3006-M: Waterfront
fenced Double Wide
Mobile home with
porch and addition
located in Treasure
Island. $44,900 MLS
#203898

5011-M: 3 Bedroom 2
bath Mobile Home
with carport, screened
in porch. Needs some
TLC. Located in Pine
Oaks Village (SE 96th
Cir). $44,900 MLS
#203831

RR EE DD UU CC EE DD NN EE WW   LL II SS TT II NN GG

5010-H: 3 bedroom
home in Orange
Blossom nice location (
NE 2nd Terr). Home will
need some work.
$45,000 MLS #203753

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

FF OO RR EE CC LLOO SS UU RR EE

If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in
our EZPay

subscription plan, you’ll
not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 
s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you
can read YOUR

newspaper 
anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value
of $72 --
Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is
the most convenient way to pay for
your subscription.  Once it’s set up,
it’s automatic every month.  And with
no bills, no checks and no mail,
EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:
https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:
readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586
It’s all about you, your news, your 

neighbors, your life
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Kibler excited about being a South Florida Bull

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
(l-r) Former OHS football coach Chris Bra-
nham congratulates Tony Kibler, who recent-
ly signed to play college football at USF



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Lost

LOST DOG - ****RE-
WARD****Female 
Red Heeler puppy 
approx 3 months 
old.  Last seen April 
27 2010 around 
6pm on Park Street, 
behind Village 
Square Restaurant / 
Custom Graphics & 
Signs.  Very friendly. 
(863) 634 -1962  
or(863) 824-0101

Garage/
Yard Sales

Moving Sale - Multi 
Family Friday 30th & 
Saturday 1st 8am-???

2033 Hunter Road BHR

Garage/
Yard Sales

2150 SE 24th Blvd DIS-
NEY COLLECTABLES, 
XMAS ITEMS, FURNI-
TURE, HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS TOYS CLOHES 
APPLIANCES

SAT 5/1 8-3 2081 SE 
25TH DR-GUNS, FURN, 
TOYS, ADULT & KIDS 
CLOTHING, ELECTRON-
ICS, BOOKS, ETC 
PRICED TO SELL

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Okeechobee County

ELECTRICIANS
WANTED

Experienced Electrical 
Lead Men for local pro-
ject. Please forward re-
sumes to Beaumont 
Electric, 4584 Mercan-
tile Ave., Suite E, Na-
ples, FL 34104 or Fax 
to (239) 643-1262 or 
email to: debbie@
beaumontelectric.net.

SUNSHINE
PAYDAY LOANS
CLERK NEEDED - F/T

For a 1 Person Offi ce in 
Okeechobee. Fax resume 

to 863-452-5072

QUALITY CONTROL
Earn up to $100 per day. 
Evaluate retail stores, 
training provided, No ex-
perience required. Call 
888-615-5249

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Employment
Full Time

ADT Security Services, Inc.,

Now hiring Sales 
Representatives

We seek motivated, entrepreneurial 
individuals to join our fast-paced 

team of sales professionals.  Entry 
level positions also available.

Hiring in Okeechobee, Indiantown, 
Pahokee, Canal Point, Belle Glade, 

and South Bay

•Uncapped commissions
•Guaranteed training wage
•401(k) with company match
•Medical, dental, & vision insurance
•Tuition reimbursement
•Car allowance

The #1 Security Company in
America

Sara Barreiro
sbarreiro@acatalent.com
888-750-JOBS  X 341

EOE

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Medical

HEALTHCARE
SPECIALIST

Lincare, leading nation-
al respiratory company 
seeks Healthcare Spe-
cialist. Responsibilities: 
Disease Management 
Program, clinical 
evaluations, equipment 
setup & education. Be 
the doctor’s eyes in the 
home setting. RN, RRT, 
CRT licensed as appli-
cable. Great personality 
with strong work ethic 
needed. Competitive 
salary, benefi ts & ca-
reer paths. Drug Free 
Workplace, EOE. Please 
fax resume to Angel, 
863-763-5191 or call 
863-763-7337

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

fl orida land value a 
$1/2 million now $be-
low$100 BID ON LINE 
LOG ON EBAY  AUC-
TION ID 
#110519586814   6.36 
AC Zoning:  Residential 

Property Address:  12150 
ne 91 st ave Type:  
ranch SUNDANCE 
TRAIL RANCH, LOT 43 
FOR INFO CALL 859 
9071777

City:  okeechobee 
Zip/Postal Code:  34972 

State/Province:  Florida 
 (859)907-1777 or 

(859)907-1777

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING 
& HAULING

Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

Shop from a gift catalog
that’s updated regulaly:
the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Furniture

FOR SALE Blue and 
white loveseat $350.00 
Call 863-763-1071

Household
Items

ANTIQUE HUTCH - 
cherry maple 2 pc 
hutch.beautiful wood-
work. looks like 
new.dining table includ-
e d . $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 . 
(863)946-2327 or 
(863)233-3560

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Seeds/Plants/
Flowers

Fruit Plant Sale - Blue-
berries=$6ea, Loquat, 
Fig, Plum, Southern 
Crabapple=$12ea, Mus-
cadine & Scuppanong 
Grapes =$7ea-Apples, 
Sapotes, Strawberry 
Guavas, Barbados Cher-
ries, Blackberries, 
Pomegranate, Papaya, 
Avocado, Mango-Lic# 
4 8 0 0 6 6 7 4 . 
(863)673-7280

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

Apartment for Rent
2Bd 1 1/2 Ba In Town, 

Very clean W/D $650 mo, 
1st, last & sec.  
863-697-1129

GREAT APARTMENTS 
2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  

Call (863) 634-5780

NW OKEE: 2br, quiet St. 
Pets ok, $650/$700, 1st, 
last & $500 sec. 
561-346-1642

RIVER ACRES, 1/1 Effi -
ciency, fully furnished, 
very clean. Includes Pri-
vate Dock, utilities & 
Dish TV. $600 mo. 
(863)467-1950

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$500/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Commercial
Property

OFFICE/WORKSHOP - 
1000 sf, on busy inter-
section. With approx .6 
acre vacant lot. Formerly 
Trailer sales, possibility 
for boat, RV, Auto, etc. 
sales/service. Asking 
$2000 per month plus 
deposit. Yearly lease. 
(863)467-6300

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

Taylor Creek Condo
 1/1 Furn. $975 move

 in, 1ST mo FREE, 
W&D, water & elec. 

(863)763-6540

Houses - Rent

3/2/2 in town. Ceramic 
tile fl oors throughout. 
Kids & pets welcome. 
863-634-9330 or 
863-467-2541

Reading a newspaper helps
you plan your time wisely.

No wonder 
newspaper readers

enjoy life more!
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Houses - Rent

BASSWOOD - 1300 sq 
ft CBS, 3br, 2ba, tile 
throughout, fenced 
yard, 10x10 shed, 
$1000/mo, 1st, last & 
Sec. Avail immediately. 
Call Tony 
(561)662-9644

Basswood - 3BR/2BA, 1 
car garage, tile & car-
pet, split plan, dish-
washer, $1100 mo. 
561-307-2502

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Waterfront, 2BR house, 
furnished. $875 mo.  
561-352-5977 or 
561-746-0448

BUCKHEAD RIDGE- 1 
BDRM FURNISHED 
HOUSE, $450.00/mo 
(863) 261-6381

CBS - 3BR, Southwest 
section, great location, 
remodeled & upgraded, 
Corian, marble, Oak 
cabinets, tile fl oors, 
24/14 enclosed FL rm, 
huge fenced backyard, 
12/12 wood shed, land-
scaped. Move in June 
25th. $900/mo. neg. 
1st, last & sec. Credit & 
background check. 
863-357-0391. HURRY!

OKEECHOBEE - 3br, 
2ba, $875/mo + sec. 
Call (772)528-7004 or 
(863)697-6817

OKEECHOBEE - 3BR, 
3BA, ON 1.5 acres, NW 
144th Dr., $1000/mo, 
1st , last & sec. 
(863)634-3650

OKEECHOBEE 4br, 2ba, 
tile throughout, $975 
mo, 1st & sec. moves 
you in. (561)248-3888 
or (863)599-0156

Rental Available -
3bd/3ba CBS home built
in 2009. Vaulted ceilings,
tile fl oor on corner lot.
Located in Okeechobee
Hammock Pritchards Real
Estate 863-610-1980

S.E. OKEE: 3 BR, 1 BA., CBS 
Home. Annual lease. W&D, 
$850 mo. 1st. & last sec. 
dep. (863)697-1129

Office Space Rent

Great
 Location!
 OFFICE    
SPACE

Upstairs & 
Downstairs Avail.

863-763-4740

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

StorageSpace Rent

COMMERCIAL SPACE 
LARGE GARAGE W/LIV-
ING MECHANIC BUSI-
NESS POSSIBLE $1,498 
MONTHLY CALL 
8636348373

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

CBS - 4/2 + mother-in-
law, like new cond., in 
ground pool, 20x30 

steel shed, fenced, .48 
acres, city water & 
sewer $138,500 
(561)801-3002

For Sale- Kings Bay
New CBS 3/2/1 $112,000 

Call for info 
631-875-4701

Oak Lake Villa - one sto-
ry, 2/2, tile fl oors, w/d, 
all appl’s incl., exc. 
cond., $85,000. 
863-634-7139

Land - Sale

RECENTLY 
FORECLOSED

Special Financing 
Available, Any Credit, 
Any Income. Vacant 
Land, located at 20 NE 
363rd Ct., Okeechobee, 
$109,900.  Visit 
www.roselandco.com/82H, 
Drive by then call 
(866)249-0680

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

BHR, 2br/2ba,
 Furn. W&D.  $975 
move in, $725 mo. 
1ST MONTH FREE. 

Small pets ok  
863-763-6540

FOR RENT: 3/2 (avail. 
July) and 2/1 Cottages. 
Newly remodeled. 12 
miles north of Okeecho-
bee on beautiful ranch.  
Water, trash & lawn 
maintenance included. 
NO PETS!   M-F.  
(863) 467-2982

For Rent: Well main-
tained Treasure Island 
2bd/2ba w/lake access, 
furn. or unfurn., lg Fl. 
rm., screened in porch, 
dock must see to ap-
preciate $800 mo. 
1st,last & sec. call 
561-202-7213

LOVELY 2BR, 2BA Taylor 
Creek Isles, lake access, 
Fl. room, dock, carport, 2 
storage sheds. $850 mo. 
Call 863-484-0411

ON WATER 2/1, Large 
yard. Quiet street. No 
mowing. $550 mo. 
(863)226-3436

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

OKEECHOBEE- 1981 
dbl wide on water, porch, 
lg edition, boathouse, 
$100,000 (863)763-0474

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

14ft Alumacraft John-
son 25HP w/elec start-
Trolling motor (2) Bat-
tery’s Exc Cond 
$2,800 863-357-2944

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

TOYOTA COROLLA, ‘94 
- green, 4 dr., auto, 
$900. (812)989-3022

Utility Trailers

UTILITY TRAILER - 
heavy duty, single axle, 
farm hitch, no lights,  
(bed 8’x 5.5’) Good con-
dition, $123, Mon.-Fri. 
8:30-3:30. 863-467-9800

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice
CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Okee-
chobee will meet in Regular Session on Tuesday, May 4, 2010, 6:00 
p.m., at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave, Rm 200, Okeechobee, Florida.  The public 
is invited and encouraged to attend.  
   PLEASE TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that no stenographic record by a 
certifi ed court reporter will be made of the foregoing meeting. Accordingly, 
any person who may seek to appeal any decision involving the matters no-
ticed herein will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimo-
ny and evidence at said meeting upon which any appeal is to be based. 
Please contact City Administration at 863-763-3372, or website
www.cityofokeechobee.com, to obtain a copy of the agenda. 
   In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per-
sons needing special accommodation to participate in this proceeding 
should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 863-763-3372 for assistance. 
by: James E. Kirk, Mayor
   Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk
352901 ON 4/30/10

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Auction will be held at Johns 
Towing Service storage lot located at 
704 Northeast 2nd Avenue, Okee-
chobee, Florida 34972 on MAY 17, 
2010, at 9:00 A.M. Pursuant to Flori-
da Statute 713.78 for unpaid towing 
and storage charges. Year, make, 
model and VIN are as follows.

2000 Ford Focus
VIN#1FAFP343XYW352271

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. Seller re-
serves the right of fi nal bid. ALL 
SALES ARE FINAL! NO REFUNDS 
WILL BE, MADE! Said automobiles 
will be sold in “As Is” condition with 
no guarantee’s.
352716 ON 04/30/10

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL

 CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,

 FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.: 47-2010-CA-000121

WACHOVIA MORTGAGE CORPO-
RATION
     Plaintiff,
vs.
WILLIAM J.LAKEMAN, et al,
     Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO:  WILLIAM J. LAKEMAN
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: 1777 SE 
24th Boulevard, Okeechobee, FL 
34974      
CURRENT ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
TO:    JENNIFER LAKEMAN
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: 1777 SE 
24th Boulevard, Okeechobee, FL 
34974
CURRENT ADDRESS: UNKNOWN

ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER, AND AGAINST THE 
HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL 
DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT 
KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, 
WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN 
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTER-
EST, AS SPOUSE, HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER 
CLAIMANTS

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
CURRENT ADDRESS:       UNKNOWN

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to 
foreclose a mortgage on the follow-
ing property in OKEECHOBEE 
County, Florida:

LOTS 157 AND 158, TAYLOR 
CREEKISLES, UNIT II, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, 
PAGES 84 AND 85, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses within 30 days after 
the fi rst publication, if any, on Florida 
Default Law Group, P.L., Plaintiff’s 
attorney, whose address is 9119 Cor-
porate Lake Drive, Suite 300, Tampa, 
Florida 33634, and fi le the original 
with this Court either before service 
on Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a default will 
be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint or peti-
tion.

This notice shall be published once 
each week for two consecutive 
weeks in the Okeechobee News (In-
dependent Newspapers).

WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court on this 15th day of April, 
2010.

Sharon Robertson
Clerk of the Court
By: Kathy Arnold
As Deputy Clerk

Florida Default Law Group, P.L.
P.O. Box 25018
Tampa, Florida 33622-5018
F09117770
351801 ON 04/23,30/10

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Awesome Self Storage, 6489 US 441 
SE, Okeechobee, FL 34974 will dis-
pose of stored items on May 8, 
2010.
     Owner                     Unit #
  Cherri Burgin         307
352351 ON 4/23,30/10

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.:

47-2010-CA-000079

BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
     Plaintiff,
VS. 
J. LEONARD LEN HARTMAN
A/K/A LEN HARTMAN, et al,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO:
J. LEONARD LEN HARTMAN
A/K/A LEN HARTMAN
Current Residence:
2264 Richmond Road,
Charlottesville, VA 22911

UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
J. LEONARD LEN HARTMAN
A/K/A LEN HARTMAN
Current Residence:
2264 Richmond Road,
Charlottesville, VA 22911

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on 
the following described property:
LOT 73, RIVER OAK ACRES, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 5 PAGES 48 AND 49, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEE-
CHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2010 CA-157

MIDFLORIDA CREDIT UNION,
     Plaintiff,
V.
STEPHEN GEARY; JACKIE GEARY; 
COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.; 
TENANT #1; TENANT #2; and ANY 
AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES 
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, AND UN-
DER, AND AGAINST THE HEREIN-
NAMED DEFENDANTS WHO ARE 
NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR 
ALIVE, WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN 
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST 
AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS,  
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, 
AND UNDER, AND AGAINST THE 
HEREIN-NAMED DEFENDANTS 
WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE 
DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID 
UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM 
AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES, 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR 
OTHER CLAIMANTS

   YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
an action to foreclose on the follow-
ing real property in Okeechobee 
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County, Florida:
   Lot 33, LAZY 7 ESTATES, a subdi-

vision according to the plat thereof
recorded at Plat Book 6, Pages 27 
and 28, in the Public Records of 
Okeechobee County, Florida.

has been fi led against you in the Cir-
cuit Court of the Nineteenth Judicial 
Circuit, Okeechobee County, Florida, 
and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses to the Com-
plaint, if any, to Gregory A. Sanoba,
Esq., 422 South Florida Avenue, 
Lakeland, Florida 33801, within 30 
days of fi rst publication, and fi le the
original with the Clerk of this Court
either before service on Plaintiffs at-
torney or immediately thereafter; 
otherwise, a default will be entered
against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.
DATED: April 15, 2010.

BY: Kathy Arnold
SHARON ROBERTSON

Clerk of the Court
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation order 
to participate in this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the Court Administra-
tor within two working days of your
receipt of this Notice. If you are
hearing or voice impaired, call Florida 
Relay Service (800) 955-8770.
351701 ON 4/23,30/10

Public Notice
Has been fi led against you and 
you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to 
it, on Marshall C. Watson, P.A., At-
torney for Plaintiff, whose address 
is 1800 NW 49th STREET, 
SUITE 120, FT. LAUDERDALE 
FL 33309 on or before thirty (30) 
days after the fi rst publication of 
this Notice in the THE OKEECHO-
BEE NEWS and fi le the original 
with the Clerk of this Court either 
before service on Plaintiffs attor-
ney or immediately thereafter; 
otherwise a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demand-
ed in the complaint.
  In accordance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(ADA) disabled person who, be-
cause of their disabilities need 
special accommodation to partici-
pate in this proceeding should 
contact not later than seven (7) 
days prior to the proceeding Court 
Administration at 250 NW Country 
Club Dr., Port St. Lucie, FL 34989. 
Phone 772.807.4370, 
1.800.955.8771 (hearing im-
paired) or 1.800.955.8770 (voice 
impaired)
   WITNESS my hand and the seal 
of this Court this 21st day of April, 
2010.

Sharon Robertson
As Clerk of the Court

By: Kathy Arnold
As Deputy Clerk

352391 ON 4/30;5/7/10

Public Notice

ACROSS
1 Bank holding:

Abbr.
5 Village Voice

awards
10 Place to wear a

coat
13 Parting of the

Pacific?
14 They help form

joints
15 Loved, with “up”
16 Florida home of

golf’s WGC-CA
Championship

17 Jazz great Art
18 Columnist Hentoff
19 Genetic coding

for an official
legislative trip?

21 It’s shaken out
22 __ Spiegel:

German
magazine

23 NASA
scrapheap?

26 Verboten
28 Organic

compound
29 Mo. in which the

Civil War began
31 Hercules’

neighbor
33 Inventor friend of

Henry Ford
37 Ruth’s mother-in-

law
39 H.S. VIPs
41 Set things right
42 A member of, as

a gang
44 “Take __!”
46 Cry near the ears?
47 Blacksmith’s item
49 “Eight Days __”
51 Long-eared dog’s

performance?
55 Pic source
57 Large group
58 Young hen’s bar

bill?
61 Mauna __
62 Larry Flynt

concern, briefly
64 Self-conscious

laugh
65 Funny pair?
66 Give the boot
67 Fairy tale threat
68 Sound of support
69 Places for guards

70 Org. with carriers

DOWN
1 Audibly
2 Horn section?
3 Yoga energy point
4 Ghost story, e.g.
5 Great area?
6 Man with many

voices
7 Pipe opening
8 Evian, par

exemple
9 Theology sch.

10 Island on the
Kalohi Channel

11 In any way
12 Davis of “The

Little Foxes”
13 Dict. designation
20 Priam’s kingdom
21 Took off
24 67.5 degrees
25 Thus far
27 Happy-go-lucky
29 “Wheel of

Fortune” buy
30 Shoot with a

moving camera
32 Discipline
34 Dance after

getting a shock
from an outlet?

35 Words with whim
36 Out-of-the-box
38 Hip-hopper 

Elliott
40 Leek cousins
43 Angry
45 Missing at roll

call, maybe
48 Lively wit
50 Partner of 

breaks
51 One of a nursery

rhyme trio

52 Spartacus’ stage
53 Shatter
54 Wee bit
56 Certain Scots
59 Famous last

words (and
homophonically,
a hint to this
puzzle’s theme)

60 Sound measure
62 Hanging aid
63 Oft-donated 

cells

By Gareth Bain
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 06/05/09

06/05/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

CROSSWORD PUZZLE



Okeechobee’s Finest Restaurant & Watering Hole 

Sun - Thurs. 
11am to 9pm

Fri & Sat 
11am to 10pm 
(Bar closes at

2 am every day)

VIP
Room 

Available
Call for Details

Appetizers
Santa Fe Eggrolls 

Fired up Chicken Wings 

Hammerhead’s Signature Soup
Chicken Monterey

Tortilla Soup
Soups ~ Salads ~ Sandwiches ~ Seafood 
 Steaks  and Hammerhead Specialties 

Fillet of Flounder Oskar 
Mahi mahi

Atlantic and Gulf Grouper

863-357-4745
Located on Taylor Creek 

202 NE 7th Ave. & Hwy 70 E

Lennox knows you don’t compromise. And neither do we. 
That’s why we dedicate ourselves to product innovation 
and customer service. So go ahead, get comfortable.

Between the rebates and the tax breaks, 
you’re gonna need a bigger jar.

$3,700Total

+  $1,000FPL Utility 
Rebate***

up 
to

$1,500up 
to

Tax  
Credit**

$1,200up 
to

Lennox® 
Rebate*

CAC029420 Offer expires 6/30/2010 *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more information 
on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment. ***See dealer for details. © 2010 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox 
dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

Our focus is to make you comfortable!

467-1545
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It wasn’t too long ago that Okeechobee 
High School girls varsity golf coach Lonnie 
Sears was hoping that six girls would try out 
for the team. He now has a dozen who are 
likely to compete for playing time this fall, 
with a majority of them having experience.

“We’re defi nitely getting more interest 
and we’re getting better,” said Sears, who 
has coached the girls team for four years. 
“We fi nished fi fth in the district this school 
year and sent one girl (freshman Kailey 
Hoover) to the regionals for the fi rst time.”

The 2009 Okeechobee High School girls 
varsity golf roster included Emily Rauler-
son, Taylor Fulford, Paige Arnold, Samantha 
Harrell, Karli Rowell, Raychel Rabon, Kat-
lyn Haymond, Paige Rivero, Sarah Payne, 
Heather Lanning and Hoover.

“Girls golf is still not a real big thing 
here, and there are only a couple of nearby 
courses, but we now have some good ath-
letes who are learning to be golfers,” Sears 
said. “There are a couple of them who are 
really putting in the time now and making 
golf their focus. We only had one senior this 
year and I’m expecting almost everybody 
else to come back this fall.” 

Practices for the fall season will begin in 
August, and the season will run from early 
September through late October.

Sears credits the increased interest and 

individual improvement to the efforts of 
Terry Lanman from the Okeechobee Golf & 
Country Club and Jim Waldau of Waldau’s 
Junior Golf.

“The golf community in Okeechobee, 
including Terry and Jim, are really helping 
with raising the level of girls high school 
golf,” Sears said. “They push these girls. 
It’s interesting because some of the newer 
players didn’t even know that they liked golf 
until they started playing, and now they’re 
putting the time into it to get to the next 
level.” 

The girls play home meets at the Coun-
try Club, but most matches are on the road, 
including at St. James, PGA Country Club, 
Willoughby, Placid Lakes, Eagle Marsh and 
Indian Hills. 

Following a recent donation to the 
school’s golf department, the girls are able 
to use a video analysis machine that breaks 
down their swings and lets them observe 
where they need to correct their swings.

Want your team profi led? Sign up for a 
free team web page on the Okeechobee 
Sports Network! Go to www.newszap.
com, click on “Okeechobee” and then click 
on “Sports” at the top right of the Okeecho-
bee page. For more information, contact 
Renee Hawley at 888-853-7904, ext. 323.

OHS girls golf team 
planning for fall season

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS
The Okeechobee High School Girls Golf Team now has its own web page 
on Okeechobee Sports Network. Go online to www.newszap.com, click on 
“Okeechobee” and then click on the “Sports” tab in the upper right side of 
the community web page. The 2009 Okeechobee High School girls varsity golf 
roster included Emily Raulerson, Taylor Fulford, Paige Arnold, Samantha Har-
rell, Karli Rowell, Raychel Rabon, Katlyn Haymond, Paige Rivero, Sarah Payne, 
Heather Lanning and Kailey Hoover.
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