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Students visit Crystal Mine
North Elementary School brought its youngest students to the Fort Drum Crystal Mine on 
Friday, April 16. Three bus loads of anxious kindergarten and fi rst graders arrived ready to 
climb, dig and learn about crystals and fossils. Many of the students visiting had not ever 
been to the mine before and raced up the fi rst hill toting a plastic bag and shovel. Three 
friends, Brandon Santiago (left), Francisco Gomez (right) and Alex Blackwood, all fi rst 
graders at North Elementary combined efforts in digging for crystals during their visit. For 
more on the story ... see Page 10.

Taylor Creek Bass 
Club hosts April 
tournament on 
Lake Okeechobee
            ... Page 19

OHS Brahmans 
baseball team 
defeats 
Sebastian River
            ... Page 12

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The City of Okeechobee is hop-
ing that Ordinance #1063 will be 
the tool that will help law enforce-
ment derail the ‘Pain Train.’

If passed at its fi nal reading on 
May 4, the ordinance will create 
a moratorium on opening a pain 
management clinic inside the city 
limits. And, if the ordinance passes, 
Okeechobee County Sheriff Paul 
May would like to do his part in de-
railing the fl ow of prescription pain 
killers from Florida to other states 
in the Southeast.

“If the city approves this, I would 
like to get a copy and present it to 
the county,” he said. “I think we 
both need to be on the same page. 
I think it’s the perfect thing for the 
city and county to do.”

The ‘Pain Train,’ explained a 
detective with the Okeechobee 
Narcotics Task Force, is the fl ow 

Riverside taken over 
by TD Bank

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

What a difference a day makes! 
On Thursday, April 15, everything 
looked normal with Riverside Na-
tional Bank. On Friday the bank 
was closed and its assets bought 
by TD Bank of Wilmington, Del.

Calls to Riverside Bank on Mon-
day morning were greeted with 
a recording that said: “Important 
announcement: TD Bank has as-

City plan 
would help 
derail the
‘Pain Train’

Riverside 
Bank fails 

Se Habla
Español

®

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

For the second meeting in a 

row, the Okeechobee County 
Commission is facing a short 
agenda. Probably the two items 
of most interest will be a resolu-

tion honoring Judge Hendry and 

the auditor’s report.

County commission to honor Judge Hendry

See COUNTY — Page 14

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
This was the sign seen Monday 
morning, April 19 at the for-
mer Riverside National Bank 
Branch on S. Parrott Avenue. 

See BANK — Page 14

See PILLS — Page 10



The long term debt (deposits) of The Toronto-Dominion Bank, the parent company of TD Bank Financial Group, was as of March 4, 2010, rated Aaa by Moody’s Investor Services. The comparable rating for TD Bank, N.A. is Aa2. For detailed credit ratings for TD Bank Financial Group and TD Bank, N.A. visit 
http://www.td.com/investor/credit.jsp. TD Bank Financial Group is a trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. Used with permission. | TD Bank, N.A. | Riverside National Bank of Florida and Riverside Bank are trade names of TD Bank, N.A.

For more information, connect to www.tdbank.com or call 1-888-751-9000.

    AMERICA’S MOST CONVENIENT BANK
                             IS COMING TO YOU!

WE WELCOME CUSTOMERS TO THE TD BANK FAMILY

Dear Riverside National Bank of Florida Customers:

We are pleased to announce that TD Bank, America’s Most Convenient Bank® is coming to your area! With our acquisition of 

certain assets and liabilities of Riverside National Bank of Florida from the FDIC, and our existing presence in South Florida,

we are committed to you and the state of Florida. We’ll be bringing you more convenience and the legendary service for 

which we are known — at over 1,000 locations, 2,660 ATMs, online, and over the phone. 

Bank Confidently

Today, you can take comfort in knowing that as part of the TD Bank family, you’ll have the confidence and security that 

comes from one of the strongest banks in the world. We’re a member of TD Bank Financial Group, which has over $567 

billion in assets and who received a Aaa rating by Moody’s and was recently ranked as one of the safest banks in North

America by Global Finance Magazine.

Again, welcome to the TD Bank family. We look forward to delivering legendary service and unparalleled 

convenience to you throughout Florida as TD Bank, America’s Most Convenient Bank.   

Sincerely, 

Bharat Masrani
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The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence (DUI) 
charges by the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police Depart-
ment (OCPD), the Florida Highway Patrol (FHP), 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) or the Department of Corrections 
(DOC).

• Curtis William King, 44, N.E. Sixth St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 9 by Deputy Lieu-
tenant Keith Murrish on a warrant charging him 
with violation of probation - driving while license 
suspended. He is being held without bond.

• David Ray Campbell, 26, U.S. 441 S.E., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 15 by Deputy 
Arlene Durbin on a felony charge of aggravated 
assault. He was also arrested on a misdemeanor 
charge of battery. He was released on his own 
recognizance.

• Jer’Marcus Demetre Bradley, 17, was ar-
rested April 15 by Deputy Steven Pollock on an 
Okeechobee County warrant charging him with 
sale or delivery of a controlled substance and pos-
session of cocaine with intent to sell. His bond 
was set at $20,000.

• Judith Bonea, 34, N.W. 165th Court, 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 15 by Deputy Ste-
ven McKinley on an Okeechobee County warrant 
charging her with failure to return leased prop-
erty. Her bond was set at $2,500.

• Ricardo Silvas, 28, N.W. First St., Okeecho-
bee, was arrested April 15 by Deputy Greg Pop-
ovich on an Okeechobee County warrant charg-
ing him with failure to appear - battery with great 
bodily harm and failure to appear - criminal mis-
chief $1,000 or more. He is being held without 
bond.

• Michael Wayne Jacobs, 28, N.W. Fourth St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 16 by Detective 
Susan Morrison on felony charges of forgery (16 
counts), uttering a forged instrument (16 counts) 
and grand theft (three counts). He was also ar-
rested on a misdemeanor charge of petit theft (13 
counts). His bond was set at $87,500.

• Jessica Shalene Throop, 28, Okeechobee, 
was arrested April 16 by Detective Susan Morrison 
on felony charges of forgery (two counts) and ut-
tering a forged instrument (two counts). She was 
also arrested on a misdemeanor charge of petit 
theft (two counts). Her bond was set at $11,000.

• Adam Troy Venters, 37, N.W. 32nd Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 16 by Deputy Lt. 
Keith Murrish on a warrant charging him with vio-
lation of probation - illegal radio transmission. His 
bond was set at $2,500.

• Karionnie Helena Pruitt, 23, S.W. 21st St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 16 by Deputy 
Paul Jackson on an Okeechobee County warrant 
charging her with violation of probation - obtain-
ing a controlled substance by fraud. She is being 
held without bond.

• Lisa Marie Dunson, 28, N.W. Seventh Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 17 by Deputy 
Matthew Hurst on a misdemeanor charge of driv-

ing while license suspended with knowledge. Her 
bond was set at $500. She was later arrested on a 
felony charge of possession of cocaine. Her bond 
on that charge was set at $5,000.

• Phillip Morgan Wilson, 37, Lemon Road 
N.E., Lake Placid, was arrested April 17 by Troop-
er Todd Burk on a felony charge of possession 
of marijuana over 20 grams and a misdemeanor 
charge of possession of drug paraphernalia. His 
bond was set at $2,000.

• Tara Fulce, 18, N.E. 120th St., Okeechobee, 
was arrested April 17 by Deputy Marcus Collier 
on an Okeechobee County warrant charging her 
with grand theft. Her bond was set at $2,500.

• Joseph Nelson Rickey, 23, S.W. 28th St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 17 by Deputy 
Javier Gonzalez on a misdemeanor charge of 
resisting a law enforcement offi cer without vio-
lence. His bond was set at $500. He was also 
arrested by Deputy Bart Potter on a felony war-
rant charging him with violation of probation - 
burglary of a structure. He is being held without 
bond on that charge.

• Timoteo Campos, 35, N.W. Fifth St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 17 by Deputy 
Corporal Timothy A. Higgins on a felony charge 
of fl eeing and eluding a law enforcement offi cer 
and a misdemeanor charge of no valid driver’s li-
cense. His bond was set at $1,500.

• Calvin Joseph Daoust, 38, S.E. 43rd Trace, 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 17 by Deputy 
Matthew Crawford on a fugitive warrant from Vir-
ginia that charged him with burglary. He is being 
held without bond.

• Casey Matthew-Holden Beasley, 22, S.E. 
43rd Trace, Okeechobee, was arrested April 17 by 
Deputy Matthew Hurst on a fugitive warrant from 
Virginia charging him with failure to appear for 
sentencing. He is being held without bond.

• Heraldo Medrano, 31, N.W. 102nd St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 18 by Deputy 
John Ashby on a charge of driving under the in-
fl uence. His bond was set at $500.

• Marlon Thomas, 27, U.S. 441 S.E., Okeecho-
bee, was arrested April 18 by Deputy Sarah Green 
on a charge of aggravated battery. His bond was 
set at $35,000.

• Miguel Gomez, 26, Fourth Ave. N., Lake 
Worth, was arrested April 18 by Detective Augus-
tin Saucedo on a charge of possession of cocaine. 
His bond was set at $5,000.

• Jorge Gabriel Cruz, 24, Pine Haven Way, 
Bonita Springs, was arrested April 18 by Deputy 
Cari Arnold on a felony charge of resisting a law 
enforcement offi cer with violence and a misde-
meanor charge of trespass after warning. His 
bond was set at $3,000.

• Horace Gordon Jr., 18, N.E. 14th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 19 by Deputy 
Yamil Astacio on a felony charge of burglary and 
a misdemeanor charge of petit theft. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

• Heriberto Irizarry, 50, N.W. 17th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 19 by Deputy Ste-

ven Pollock on an Okeechobee County warrant 
charging him with violation of probation - pos-
session of cocaine with intent to sell, violation of 
probation - tampering with physical evidence and 
violation of probation - possession of a fi rearm by 
a convicted felon. He is being held without bond.

• Esteban M. Arellano, 21, N.W. 46th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 20 by Offi cer 
Ryan Holroyd on a Hillsborough County warrant 

charging him with violation of probation - posses-

sion of cocaine. He is being held without bond.

This column lists arrests and not convictions, 

unless otherwise stated. Anyone listed here who 

is later found innocent or has had the charges 

against them dropped is welcome to inform this 

newspaper. The information will be confi rmed 

and printed.

*Single order of breadsticks.  $10 minimum order for delivery. Not valid with any other offers. One coupon per order. Delivery area and
charges may vary. Expires 5/30/10

$2.00 
BREADSTICKS!*

With a purchase of $10 or more
Bring in this ad to receive offer. Code = KY

wwwwww.pizzahut.com.pizzahut.com
Okeechobee City Pizza Hut

2795 Hwy 441S • 863-763-1800
Dine-In/Delivery/Carryout

Hours of Operation: Sun.-Thurs. 11 AM – 11 PM 
Fri. – Sat. 11 AM – 12 AM (midnight) 

*Dining room closes at 10 PM every night.

Think You Have to Lose All Your Assets 
to Qualify for Nursing Home Care?

Don’t Think You Can Afford Long-Term Care?

Come Hear How You Can Qualify for Long-Term Care 
Without Losing Your Life Savings and Get Answers to Other 

Long-Term Care Financing Questions.

Friday, April 23rd, 2pm  Or Saturday, April 24th, 11am 
Speakers Will Include Certified Elder Law Attorney Joseph Karp 

and Program Resource Specialist Vicki Mason.

Space Limited to 20 Participants, 
so Call Now to Make a Reservation.  

Okeechobee Health Care  • (863) 763-2226
1646 US Hwy 441 N, Okeechobee, FL 34972

The Law Office of

Gerald Lefebvre
“Compare my experience and 

credentials to any other attorney’s”

www.accidentattorneyoffice.com

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
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HDTV
• We have bought a new TV for the liv-

ing room. I guess it is hi-defi nition or some-
thing. Our house is only about 30x50 ft with 
an open style except for bedrooms. We have 
had a TV in every room for years. Now the 
new set has a picture that really blasts your 
eyeballs, but the audio is not in sync with the 
other TVs. I can no longer just turn on an-
other TV, kitchen or bedroom, and go walk-
ing through the house doing chores and not 
miss a thing. The sound comes through on 
the older sets before the newer one and the 
echoed sound drives you bats.

• I received this answer from a member 
of our PC user group from Fort Myers: What 
you both are noticing is not a problem with 
any of your TVs -- it has  to do with technol-
ogy differences between digital and analog 
television systems. If you have an analog TV 
that is fed an analog signal directly from a 
cable TV connection or from a cable box, 
the picture and sound come to you virtually 
instantaneously. If you have an HDTV that 
is being fed a digital signal, the data stream 
that comprises the picture and sound is 
“buffered” when it arrives at your TV. This 
buffering is done to help prevent intermittent 
dropouts or errors in the data from degrading 
the  quality of the picture and sound that you 
experience. The idea is to collect a couple of 
seconds worth of data in a memory circuit 
known as a data buffer. Once that buffer has 
fi lled, the TV begins to decode and convert 
the digital data back to the analog picture 
and sound that you see and hear from the 
TV. The digital TV’s picture lags behind the 
analog one, but you wouldn’t notice it un-
less you were watching both.

• If your televisions are both HD and they 
are not “in sync” make sure they are on the 
same channel. We have direct TV and some-
times the same program is on more than 
one channel, but the channels are not quite 
in “sync” with each other so there is a delay 
of about a second.

National Day of Prayer 
ruled unconstitutional

• What is wrong with this country that 
they rule against the National Day of Prayer?

• If you are going to pray you sure don’t 
need a whole day. Isn’t it enough that he has 
to answer millions of murmurs daily any-
way? How is that possible?

• Is it really any surprise that this hap-
pened? All of what is happening now has 
already been predicted hundreds of years 
ago. It just goes along with all the other anti-
religious factions we have now. 

• It has been predicted since 1791, when 
the fi rst amendment was enacted.

• The devil has been around longer than 
that.

• If you pray, you don’t need a SPECIAL 
DAY to do it. Pray on your own time, when 
you want and how you want, but don’t 
make it some special holiday.

• It’s one district court judge in Wiscon-
sin trying to make a statement/name for her-
self. National Prayer Day will still go on.

• I am for national days of prayer, or any 
day of prayer by/for anybody. What I would 
like to be aware of is some sincerity about 
calling on God for the benefi t of all good 
people, rather than the benefi t of the show 
of it all. Every year, this or that outfi t, either 
local or national, with have a prayer break-
fast, dinner or whatever, and get up from the 
breakfast and immediately go about putting 
the screws to the people some more. In my 
opinion it is all pretty phony. Let’s see some 
Christian action out of these people after-
wards.

Bypass road from 710 to 98
• Give some opinions on where you 

think this road should go. I think at least 
close to the outside of town. If not what is 
the purpose in wasting the money for an-
other road?

• It is a waste no matter what. It will fi rst 
go to 441. No one comes this way on 70 or 
710 to go anywhere on 441 north. It will be 
another 25 years before it makes it to 98.

• First, build a bypass from 70 E to 70 W, 
running north of town (probably north of 
Basswood), cross 441N and 98N. It would 
run from Four Corners to somewhere near 
the west county line. That would do more 
to alleviate traffi c at Park and Parrott than 
anything else. THEN build a short connector 
from 710 to the E-W bypass.  Solves all the 
problems.

• If and when the by-pass is constructed 
it will benefi t the owners of the land it passes 
across. Check out that map to see who that 
might be. It will remove any chance local 
business owners have of enticing travelers 
to stop and enjoy a rest stop in Okeecho-
bee. Leave a few coins with a restaurant or 
any other business. The majority of travelers 
will not go out of their way to get off that 
by-pass and fi nd a road to bring them into 
the community, but if the road brings them 
through it they will stop if they see interest-
ing signage.

• I brought up those same points the last 
time a bypass was discussed, about 10 years 
ago -- won’t local businesses be hurt by a 
bypass diverting traffi c? The answer I got, 
from local businessmen, was surprising. 
First of all, they pointed out, there were very 
few businesses, aside from three or four gas 
stations, three or four fast food restaurants 
and a couple of motels, that benefi ted from 
transient traffi c. Any bypass would not affect 
traffi c on 441 very much. Secondly, it was 
pointed out that eliminating or reducing the 
transient traffi c would make it much easier 
for local folks to come downtown, because 
traffi c would be not nearly as much of a 
problem. Thus, the business folks to whom 
I spoke actually anticipated an increase in 
business, from the local residents to whom 
they cater, as a result of a bypass. The by-
pass under discussion was an east-west 
bypass diverting traffi c from SR 70 through 
town. There is also generally an upwelling 
of business at intersections with a bypass to 
serve those transients. Consider the bypass 
of SR 60 around Bartow, for example. The 
downtown area still seems to be doing very 
well, and the bypass area has exploded.

• People DO come from the East coast to 
go up 98. That’s the easiest way to Sebring; 
even from Vero or all the way up to Palm 
Bay. And, they come through town on their 
way to the west coast. Or, they come up 710 
from South Florida to go to the West Coast or 
Sebring. Just count the number of rigs haul-
ing sports cars coming through Okeechobee 
to Sebring on race weekends.

• Did you notice that this latest thread on 
the subject is from 710 to 98?  Someone else 
fi gured out how many cars would go north 
on 441; not very many. Now, they just have 
to fi gure out that 70 percent or 80 percent of 
the through traffi c in downtown is east-west 
(or west-east) on SR 70.

• I think the bypass is a good idea. There 
is too much traffi c at the main intersection.

•An east-west bypass from 128th Avenue 
East to 128th Avenue West, curving out north 
of town, with a connector from the bypass 
to 710, solves almost all of the through-traf-
fi c problems. The only through-traffi c left is 
the tiny number of vehicles coming up 78 or 
441 around the lake -- and the bypass west 
of town, from 78 to 70, would solve most 
of that.

Bank fails
• Mark this down. There will be more. 

Many more. Approving loans to people who 
did not have the ability to pay. People who 

agreed to an adjustable 
rate mortgage (no fi nan-
cial clue there). What 
really boggles my mind 
though, are the people 
who actually DID the 
loaning. Did they sit, face 
to face, review every de-

tail, like did they actually work? Was their 
employer legit? I highly doubt it. It was all 
about the Benjamins. Greed is a giant killer.

• Why did the Feds give the failed bank to 
a Canadian bank to oversee. Aren’t there any 
“safe” banks left in America that could run 
it? Now I guess any profi t they may make 
will go to Toronto.

• Obviously we do need more banking 
regulations. However, some of these peo-
ple should be held accountable because 
they were giving loans to folks they knew 
or should have known could not pay them 
back.

• I blame the government for a lot of the 
bank problems. The federal government 
pretty much forced the banks to be more 
lenient on their loan policies because it was 
called discrimination if they refused to give a 
loan to someone who did not have a steady 
job and proof they could make the monthly 
payments. I also blame the greedy Realtors 
who showed prospective buyers how they 
could be more creative in their loan applica-
tions and qualify for a bigger loan so they 
could buy a house they could not afford the 
payments on.

Wild horses
• I agree with those who said they should 

have left the Mustangs on the SFWMD prop-
erty along the river. The wild horses have 
as much right to be there as the people do 
to go there to fi sh and hunt. I think having 
wild horses there would have been a tourist 
draw.
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Public Forum/Speak Out
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
USPS 406-160
Published 3 times a week: Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday by Independent Newspapers, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D • Okeechobee, FL 34974
Periodicals Postage Paid at Okeechobee, FL 34974
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to

Okeechobee News
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PO Box 7011 • Dover, DE 19903

Staff
Advertising Director: Judy Kasten
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.
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April is National Poetry Month
Greetings! Hey! Presidency changes 

America! President Barack Obama. An open 
letter of support. Yes he did! Healthcare 
Reform: Passed. What you say? First, the 
Healthcare issue is an American issue. A 
sincere thank you in advance Mr. President 
for this historic healthcare reform. Obama 
answers foe/fans/critics/supporters/GOP Re-

publicans/DNC Democrats – Election 2008. 
Yes We Can! Yes we did it again! In 2010, for 
all the American People, we deserve a cut, 
a slice, a sliver of some form of real decent 
healthcare in these United States of Ameri-
ca. The greatest, wealthiest nation on Earth! 
Shame on the GOP Republicans to make 
this about them, (house divided mentality) 
misrepresenting, mischaracterizing the bill; 
deceitful on healthcare reform and other 
matters of political importance. Hey, that is 
an entire okay! Move on.

Also, someone needs to inquire to Flori-
da teachers on SB-6. Healthcare is the most 
signifi cant social reform in decades. Passed! 
Yes he did! What you say? Yes he did! Signed 
into law on Tuesday, March 23, in the East 
Room of the Whitehouse. Sincere thank you 
in advance, Mr. President! Beautiful, great, 
bold, intelligent, wisdom, all by God’s grace 
and mercy! Yes he did! What you say? Hey! 
In your face politics! President Obama’s leg-
acy sealed. Historic. He has already changed 
America. Smile!

Brenda Scott
poet, playwright, author

Thanks for support
VFW Post 9528 and Amvets Post 2001 

would like to thank the following compa-
nies and individuals for their support and 
sponsorship of our golf tourney.

Golden Corral, Winn-Dixie, Hungry 
Howies, Joe’s Barber Shop, Dairy Queen, 
Domino’s Pizza, Mosquito Creek Grocery, 
Tires Plus, Brewski’s, Brahma Bull, Mom’s 
Kitchen, Top of the Lake, Clock Restaurant, 
Gladys on the Park, Radio Shack, Good Spir-
its, Ladies Amvets 2001, Offi ce Bar and Grill, 
Lunker’s Grill, Arby’s, Jerry Fricke. Special 
thanks to Gordy Bruns, Bill and Darlene 
Roberts, Dave and Jeannye, Dale and Martha 
Darling, Fred Carolson, Joyce Ritchie, Jon 
Kinner, Jim Stevens and Richard Crawford. 
Thanks to everyone. It was a great success!

Johnnie Patent
commander VFW Post 9528

Special Olympics             
make a difference

I can’t begin to imagine the range of emo-
tions a mom and dad go through when they 
fi nd out that their child has a developmental 
disability. For that I am sure there are many 
unanswered questions and many dreams 
lost. I am sharing “Rick’s story” with you as 
a provider of care to many special people 
who just happen to have a developmental 
disability.

Rick, a man with Down’s Syndrome 
in his early 40s, was not plagued with the 
usual aches, pains and gray hairs that we 
fi nd ourselves dealing with when we hit that 
infamous number. Rick’s spirit was alive, liv-
ing each day for the simple wonderment it 
offered. He was funny, charming and had 
a tenacious love for dancing and the Spe-
cial Olympics. While enrolling Rick into the 
programs at the ARC, I had the opportunity 
to do a home visit. Rick with his parents, 
eagerly showed me around his new apart-
ment. He went from room to room with 
great enthusiasm, to show his new friend 
his comfortable new apartment. The large 
overstuffed recliner and wonderfully deco-
rated bedroom were pale in comparison to 
the cases of medals and the wall of trophies 
that Rick had acquired from competing in 
the Special Olympics. I’m sure that at some 
time in everyone’s life they have had a mo-
ment or for many, more times than they care 
to remember when they just didn’t measure 
up. Whether it be the time when the last to 
be picked for a team sport caused a feeling 
of shame, or when attempting to meet the 
expectations of a parent or teacher fell short. 
You see most with a development disability 
will live their life trying with all their heart 

just to fi t in, seeking praise and the recogni-
tion that we all strive for. 

Rick, as an athlete with Special Olympics, 
found an area in his life that he was able 
to measure up! He not only completed his 
competitions, he excelled time after time to 
bring back the Gold, Silver and Bronze. Rick 
showed me his medals with great pride. A 
pride realized with strength and effort many 
of us may live a lifetime never knowing. 
With a loving family and as a Special Olym-
pian, he had an opportunity to compete, to 
succeed to win, to soar, to be what we all 
strive for...a success!

Unfortunately, after suffering with pneu-
monia, Rick, at the age of 46, lost his battle. 
His life was full with friends, family and co-
workers. You see, both on and off the fi eld, 
Rick was a winner!

I recently had the opportunity to attend 
a coordination meeting for the 2010 Law 
Enforcement Special Olympics Torch Run. 
The run will occur on May 1 starting at the 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce and conclude at Publix Su-
permarket. The Torch Run, coordinated by 
the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Special 
Response Unit, will consist of representa-
tives from the Sheriff ’s Offi ce, along with 
other representatives from the Law Enforce-
ment Community. Your support is needed, 
whether it be a monetary contribution with 
the purchase of a Special Olympic t-shirt or 
just a smiling face cheering on our athletes. 
You see, we can all make a difference. I hope 
to see you there!

Nancy Ziegler, executive director
The ARC of Okeechobee,
Okeechobee Rehabilitation Facility, Inc.

A C C I D E N T L A W O F F I C E S O F

114 N. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34972

467-7100

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com
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Letter to the editor

Lotteries
Florida Lottery —  Here are the num-

bers selected Monday in the Florida Lottery: 

Cash 3: 3-9-9; Play 4: 9-3-8-3; Fantasy 5: 

2-15-17-34-36; Mega Money: 6-19-22-41 

MB 18; Florida Lotto: 15-16-20-32-45-50 

X 3; Powerball: 5-21-22-41-49 PB15 x5. 

Numbers drawn Tuesday, Cash 3: 9-5-1; 

Play 4: 9-9-7-8.

Today: A 30 percent chance of showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 84. Calm 
wind becoming west between 5 and 10 
mph. 

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 57. South wind around 5 mph be-
coming west northwest.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 88. 

North wind around 5 mph becoming calm. 
Thursday night: Mostly clear, with a 

low around 61. Calm wind becoming south-
east around 5 mph. 

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
87. East southeast wind around 5 mph. 

Friday night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 67. Southeast wind around 5 mph. 

Okeechobee 
Forecast

Being good to the environment doesn’t 
have to cost money. With Earth Day coming 
Thursday, April 22, these fi ve clean boating 
tips from the BoatUS Foundation will im-
prove stewardship of the waterways without 
breaking your bank: 

1. When you wash your boat, will so-
called “environmentally friendly” boat 
cleaners get the job done? You can learn 
which products scored the highest — both 
in effectiveness and ecology — in BoatUS 
Foundation cleaning products tests. View a 
series of short videos as well as a full report, 
“Foundation Findings #47 – Green Cleaners 
Testing,” at www.BoatUS.com/foundation/
fi ndings/47.

2. If you trailer your boat to different wa-
terways each summer, leave the uninvited 
aquatic hitchhikers at home by ensuring it is 
cleaned thoroughly (including any tackle or 
watersports gear) and allow it to dry com-
pletely before splashing in a different lake 
or river. This will help ensure any invasive 
species are not transported to invade new 
habitat.

3. Lighten the load. Remove any unnec-

essary gear or equipment from your boat to 
improve fuel economy. For boats kept in the 
water, keep the hull and running gear free of 
marine growth that can sap fuel effi ciency. 
An engine tune up in the spring can also pay 
for itself over the course of the summer.

4. Stash your trash. Make a rule aboard 
your boat that nothing gets thrown over-
board, including partially eaten food and 
cigarette butts. Be especially vigilant with 
plastic bags that can take fl ight underway 
and later kill marine life when ingested. Dis-
card butts in special containers and recycle 
fi shing line.

5. Fill her up — without spilling a drop. 
Learn about safe and clean refueling tips, 
such the use of absorbent pads and “donuts,” 
or learn how to not overfi ll your boat’s gas 
tank, all at www.helpstopthedrops.com.

For a complete list of 21 Steps to Clean 
Boating, go to www.BoatUS.com/founda-
tion/cleanwater. Or, to make a tax-deductible 
donation to the Foundation that will help 
keep waters clean for boating and angling 
all year round, go to http://www.BoatUS.
org/givegreen.

Earth Day tips offered for boaters

Looking for a unique way to celebrate 
Earth Day with your family and friends? 
Then join us at DuPuis Management Area 
for our 10th Earth Day celebration: Healthy 
Earth & Healthy You! on Saturday, April 24, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Visitors’Center. 

This fun-fi lled event is free! Come out 
for a day fi lled with outdoor activities, free 
health screenings and a free hot lunch 
prepared by the Boy Scouts. Be one of the 
fi rst 100 participants to receive a free Earth 
Day t-shirt. Enjoy a scenic hayride tour and 
view live wildlife by Treasure Coast Wild-
life Center. 

Don’t miss out on a chance to win 1 of 
5 new bikes being raffl ed off for free! We 
host non-profi t environmental groups that 
will have booths that feature crafts and 
games for kids. 

DuPuis offers a safe and natural loca-
tion for families to celebrate Earth Day!

Transportation will be provided every 
half hour free of charge departing from 
Post Family Park located in Indiantown 
starting at 9:45 a.m.

DuPuis Visitors’ Center is located 8 
miles west of the junction of 710 on Hwy 
76 (Kanner Hwy) and 3 miles east of Port 
Mayaca. 

Free Earth Day 
celebration set 
for Saturday



Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Clora Rose (Beavers) Snipes
OKEECHOBEE — Clora Rose (Beavers) Snipes 

passed away quietly at her home on April 19, 
2010. She was born March 30, 1964.

She is survived by her husband, James Snipes 
of Okeechobee; children, Ashlie Rose Beavers 
(Kevin) of Palm City, Autum Roberts and Billy 
Roberts of Stuart; stepson, Michael Snipes of 
Okeechobee; grandson, Rylee Andrew Shetran; 
and soon to be born grandchild. She is also sur-
vived by numerous family members, brothers, 
sisters, nieces, nephews, in laws, and outlaws.

She was preceded in death by her father and 
mother, Columbus Andrew Beaver and Helen 
Grace Beaver.

Services will be 7 p.m., Friday, April 23, at the 
Family Worship Center, Indiantown. A recep-
tion will follow at the VFW in Indiantown.

James Russell Price, 85
OKEECHOBEE — James Russell Price, age 85, 

of Okeechobee, passed away April 14, 2010, in 
Okeechobee.

Born Sept. 25, 1924, in North Carolina, he was 
a Jehovah’s Witness. Mr. Price proudly served 
our country in the US Navy during WWII. He 
was a farm equipment salesman.

Mr. Price is survived by his wife, Mary Blood-
worth Price; daughter, Jo Price of Macon, Geor-
gia; one grandchild; three great-grandchildren; 
brother, John Price of Michigan; and sister, Mar-
gie Teachey of North Carolina.

To honor Mr. Price’s wishes, no services will 
be held.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

In Loving Memory of
my Dear Husband

JOHN W. BOWEN
4-12-29 to 2-21-10

Today, we would
have celebrated our
61st Anniversary. I know you are in
the arms of Jesus and no more suf-
fering.  Love and missed by your 3
children, 11 grandchildren and 24
great grandchildren.

Jack, I miss you so much! 
Your Wife, Dolores

Obituaries
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View obituaries from
the past month at 

http://www.legacy.com

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News 

The First Methodist Church Youth 
Theatre Production of “Godspell” will be 
performed in the church fellowship hall, 
200 N.W. Second Ave. on Friday, April 23, 
and Saturday, April 24, at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$5 and include a dessert bar. Tickets will be 
available at the door but seating is limited.  

The Story of Jesus is once again be-
ing put on at the Hardee County Cattle-
man’s Arena, 507 Civic Center Drive, 
Wauchula. The dates are: Friday April 23; 
and Saturday, April 24. All performances 
start at 7:30 p.m. and are about three hours 

long, including intermission. The volunteer 
cast of 225 people comes from nearly 40 dif-
ferent churches. The 250 foot set uses 150 
animals. For more information online, go to 
www.storyofjesus.com. 

First United Methodist Church, 
200 N.W. Second St., will be sponsoring 
a Mother Daughter Friend Luncheon on 
May 1. Speakers will be Donna Robards 
and Karen Schaffer from Women’s Refuge 
of Vero Beach. Tickets are $5. A love offer-
ing will also be taken for your choice of the 
Women’s Refuge or the Pregnancy Center. 
For more information, call 863-697-0469 or 
863-763-8865.

St. Stephen A.M.E. Church is sponsor-

ing a Health Fair on Saturday, May 1, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Douglas Brown Cen-
ter. Other sponsors besides the church are 
Okeechobee County Health Department, 
Big Lake Hospice of the Treasure Coast and 
Pregnancy Center of Okeechobee. There will 
be free health screenings, and information 
on high blood pressure, hospice care, breast 
cancer, HIV/STD, prostate cancer, teen preg-
nancy, diabetes, heart disease and testicular 
cancer. If you would like to participate or 
have any questions contact Shelia Bradley at 
863-801-4901. 

The youth ministry for Peace Lutheran 
Church, 750 N.W. 23rd Lane, has resumed 
its regular schedule. Group building activities 

begin each Monday at 4:30 p.m. with Bible 
study then dinner. Activities are for all com-
munity youth grades 5-12. Numerous adult 
Bible study groups are offered including 
“Firm Foundations,” “316, The Numbers of 
Hope,” and “the Book of John.” Please call 
the church offi ce, 863-763-5042, for more 
information.   

The Okeechobee News welcomes news 
from area churches for this column. E-mail 
pgawda@newszap.com@ or call Pete Gaw-
da at 863 763-3134, extension 4225. The 
deadline to receive information to appear in 
Wednesday’s column is 5 p.m. the Monday 
before.

Okeechobee churches plan special spring events

Shriners honoring 
Marsha Montesi

An event, in honor of Marsha Montesi, 
will be held on May 1 at the Shrine Club 
from 6 p.m. to midnight. Plan on casual at-
tire, adults only. A cash bar will be open. All 
meals will be provided by the Shriners for a 
donation of $10. All proceeds will go to the 
Shriners in memory of Marsha. Please RSVP 
by April 21. Call Charlotte Bailey to respond 
at 863-697-1536.

Local business women meet
The Women of Tomorrow Chapter of 

the American Business Women’s Associa-
tion (ABWA) invites your attendance at the 
April program meeting at the Clock Family 
Restaurant on April 22, at noon. Our guest 
speaker will be Brian Cartland, executive di-
rector of the Business Development Board. 
For additional information or questions, call 
President Karin Ammons to Cassell’s and 
McCall 863-763-3131.

Hospice to host                   
special yard sale

Hospice of Okeechobee, 411 SE Fourth 

St., will hold a Gigantic Yard Sale on Thurs-

day, April 22, and Friday, April 23, from 

8 a.m. until noon. New specialty items this 

sale include many new furniture items, 

clothing of all sizes! We have new items ga-

lore offered at extremely reasonable prices. 

All funds raised will benefi t patient care, in-

cluding services at The Hamrick Home. For 

information call 863-467-2321.

Eagles to hold steak night
Fraternal Order of Eagles, #4137, will 

have Steak Night on Friday, April 23, begin-

ning at 5:30 p.m. Located at 9985 Hwy. 441 

N. Steak dinners will include steak, salad, 

baked potato or sweet potato, garlic bread 

and dessert for $12. Live entertainment by 

Michael’s Memories from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Christian Music Fest 
presented at Freedom Ranch

Oakfest 2010 will be held on Saturday, 
April 24, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Free-
dom Ranch, located at 11655 Hwy. 441S.E. 
The featured artist is December Radio and 
other groups such as City of David, In The 
Walk and The Broken. Oak Fest 2010 is an 
all day, family fun Christian event featuring 
local, regional and national music artists 
as well as exhibits, bounce houses, raffl es, 
speakers, animal exhibits, pony rides, face 
painters, buggy rides, great food and much 
more. Children under 12 are free. Advance 
tickets available for $10. Or get your ticket 
at the gate on the day of the event for $15. 
No pets. For tickets and information call 772-
626-7512 or visit the web at www.wscf.com/
OakFest/oakfest2010.html where you can 
buy your tickets online.

Moose Lodge hosts dance night
Come out and dance on April 22, at the 

Moose Lodge N.W. 36th Street. There is no 
cover charge. DJ Dance music & karaoke 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Refreshments available.

Lake pulse releases            
topic of radio talk show

On Saturday, April 24, at 7:30 a.m., Mark 
Perry, executive director of the Florida 
Oceanographic Society, will speak on “The 
devastating impact of fresh water pulse re-
leases from Lake Okeechobee on the St. 
Lucie River and Caloosahatchee River estu-
aries.” This will be broadcast on local talk 
radio WWFR 91.7 FM and rebroadcast at 1 
p.m. and 6 p.m. on the same day. For more 
information, contact Mark Perry at 772-225-
0505 or at www.fos-cc.org on the internet.

Eagles plan Turkey Shoot 
and Spring Yard Sale

Fraternal Order of Eagles, #4137, at 9985 
U.S. 441 N. on Saturday, April 24, will hold 
a turkey shoot from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and a 
spring yard sale from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring 
your items to sell and donate a percentage 
back to the Ladies Auxiliary.

Community Events

Domestic violence and assault awareness workshop offered
Martha’s House will offer a workshop from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on The Dynamics of 

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. April 28, at the South Florida Water Manage-

ment Auditorium located upstairs in the Bank of America Building, 205 North Parrot 

Ave. Certifi cates will be given. The deadline for workshop sign up is April 21. For more 

information contact: Shirlean Graham at 863-763-2893.



The coolest
air conditioning dealer in town!

Up to an additional 

$1,500 in Federal  
 Tax Credits**
may be available with the  

purchase and installation of qualifying  
high-efficiency products.

Receive up to a 

$1,200 Rebate* 
with the purchase of a qualifying 
Lennox® Home Comfort System

EMORY WALKER CO., INC.
208 S.W. 5th Avenue • Okeechobee, FL 34974

(863) 763-6742

CAC014022 Offer expires 6/30/2010  *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more 
information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment. © 2010 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers 
include independently owned and operated businesses.

Okeechobee’s  

Longest-Established 

Lennox Dealer  

Since 1975

FARM & RANCH 
OWNERS

Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.

800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability.  “A” rated companies.

Call us for a free quote.

BIRTH

Beautiful twin girls born on 
April 8, 2010, at 8:39 p.m., 
at St. Mary’s Medical Center 

in West Palm Beach, Fla.
Parents are John and Charlene 

Smith of Okeechobee. Paternal 
grandparents are Dennis and Pat 
Smith of Okeechobee.

Congratulations! We Love You!

BROOKE LEIGH & MORGAN GAIL 
SMITH
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A misdemeanor drug arrest led to felony 
drug charges being fi led against an Okeecho-
bee man when pills and co-
caine were allegedly found 
on him at the county jail.

Ethan Lynn Gopher, 
18, N. Tucker Ridge Road, 
was arrested Saturday, 
April 17, on felony charges 
of possession of cocaine, 
possession of a controlled 
substance (xanax) and in-
troduction of contraband 
into a county detention 
facility. He was also charged with the mis-
demeanor of possession of marijuana under 
20 grams.

Gopher was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail under a bond of $3,500. Jail 
records indicate he has since been released 
on bond.

According to an arrest report by Deputy 
Brian Cross of the Okeechobee County Sher-

iff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) he stopped a 2000 green 
Chevrolet pickup truck around 11:27 p.m. for 
no tag light. When the driver and a passen-
ger, Gopher, got out of the truck the deputy 
stated in his report that he saw Gopher drop 
something into the bed of the truck.

Deputy Cross went on to state that he 
retrieved the plastic baggie and saw that it 
contained a green leafy substance. When 
fi eld tested, the substance indicated a posi-
tive result for the presence of marijuana. The 
suspected pot weighed 9.2 grams, added the 
deputy.

Gopher was then taken to the county 
jail where, during a search of his person, a 
detention deputy reportedly found 10 xanax 
pills in Gopher’s jacket. Then, as the deputy 
was removing Gopher’s socks, a small plas-
tic baggie containing a white powder alleg-
edly fell out of Gopher’s left sock.

The white powder was fi eld tested and 
indicated a positive result for the presence of 
cocaine, stated Deputy Cross. The suspected 
coke weighed 1.4 grams.

The driver of the truck was not charged.

Report: coke, pills found on arrestee

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Three area teens have been arrested for 
their alleged connection in the theft of two 
pickup trucks last year from the southeast 
section of the county.

Charged are: Jimmy Paul Wellman, 17, 
Indiantown; Ashley Lea Lightsey, 14, N.E. 
11th Court, Okeechobee; and Summer Lynn 
Elliott, 15, S.W. 10th Ave., Okeechobee.

Wellman was charged with two counts 
of grand theft auto, while Lightsey and Elliott 
were each charged with one count of grand 
theft auto.

Elliott was arrested Jan. 14, 2010, and 
Lightsey was arrested April 2. Wellman was 
arrested Friday, April 16.

Following their arrest, each girl was 
booked into the Okeechobee County Jail 
then taken to the St. Lucie Regional Deten-
tion Center in Fort Pierce. Wellman, who 
was charged as an adult, was booked into 
the county jail and is being held there on 
$5,000 bond.

An arrest report by Detective Augustin 
Saucedo of the Okeechobee County Sher-

iff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) states that the two trucks 
were stolen from area residences between 
Dec. 6 and Dec. 7, 2009.

A 1995 Nissan pickup was found on S.E. 
96th Circle and then returned to its owner 
on Dec. 9. The second truck, a 1993 Ford 
Ranger, was found Dec. 7 by the Doral Police 
Department in Doral.

The detective’s report states that Well-
man parked the Nissan truck behind a home 
in the area of County Road 15-A. He appar-
ently told the girls he was going to “borrow” 
another truck from a friend and left them 
with the Nissan. Wellman returned a short 
time later with the Ranger pickup and the 
three juveniles drove to Miami, stated Detec-
tive Saucedo.

After arriving in Miami the trio went to a 
mall, where Wellman told the girls he was 
going to the bathroom. Wellman never re-
turned so the two teenage girls caught a ride 
to a housing complex where they were later 
caught by the Doral police as they slept in 
someone else’s vehicle.

Teens charged in vehicle thefts

Ethan Lynn
Gopher



The 2009 – 2010 Medical Information Guide is available online at 

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

Caring for Those You Care About

120 BEDS

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

316 NW 5th St • Okeechobee
863-467-6399 • Lic # NR30211249

Home Care 
In Your Home

1 Hour Per Day up to 24 Hours a Day

• Live In
• Companions
• C.N.A.

SSShhiirrlleeyy’’ss
PPeerrssoonnaall  CCaarree  SSeerrvviicceess,,  IInncc..

Bonded & Insured

PERSONAL CARE

http://specialsections.newszap.com

Jay S. Berger, M.D., MPH

Okeechobee Medical Park
1713 Hwy 441 North, Suite D

(863) 467-1117
(on the south side of the OLD rodeo grounds

across the street from the hospital)

Specializing in
Complete Adult

Healthcare

INTERNAL MEDICINE

The Key to a Successful
Business is

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

Optical Gallery
763-4334

763-3403357-4899
Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and
Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract

Microsurgery
Diabetic Eye Exams

Glaucoma Evaluation & Treatment
State of the Art Complete 

Optical Laboratory
Eyeglasses and Contact

Lenses

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye

Physician & Surgeon

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

Call 763-3134 today!
AAddvveerr tt iissiinngg!!

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.
Specializing in:

Adult & Pediatric
Urology

Bladder & Kidney Infections
Impotence/Implants

No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.
Okeechobee 

(863) 763-0217

Board Certified In Urology

UROLOGY

Big Lake Cancer Center
Ramesh Kumar, MD William Crook, MD Julie Santelli, MD

Hands-on Stress Reduction Seminar 
Every Wednesday at 4:00 PM

Refreshments provided. 
Limited seating. Reservations call 863-467-9500

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Call for Dates and Times
The Difference...We Care to Give You The Best

1115 N. Parrott Ave, Okeechobee

FREE Patient Education Seminar:
Learn about the latest techniques available

to reduce Radiation related side effects
Followed by a Q&A session on ANY issues related to

Radiation Therapy & Cancer

Arthur Haspel, DPM
Board Certified Podiatrist

Announces the relocation of his practice

916 WN Park St.

863.467.0959

Most Insurance Accepted • “Opted Out of Medicare”

At the Douglas Chiropractic Center

Hours by appointment

PODIATRIST
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Reach More
Customers with
Just One Call!

Advertise in the
Okeechobee

News
Call 763-3134

today!

ENDOCRINOLOGY

202 NE 2nd Ave., 
Ste. 3 & 4, Okeechobee

(863) 467-2159

Gabriel 
Guerrero, M.D.

Endocrinology
Internal Medicine

• Residency in Internal Medicine at the 
University of Miami

• Fellowship in Endocrinology, Diabetes and 
Metabolism at the University of Miami

• Board Certified in Endocrinology, 
Diabetes and Metabolism

• Board Certified in Internal Medicine
"Specialized in the care of

Diabetes, Thyroid, Cholesterol,
Osteosporosis and other

Endocrinologic conditions”

JANICE LOST
60 LBS & 50 INCHES

AL LOST 58 LBS 
& 66 INCHES 

HEALTH

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.www.tcdermatology.com

FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY THE 
AMERICAN BOARD OF DERMATOLOGY

Okeechobee
863-467-9555
Vero Beach

772-778-7782

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

DERMATOLOGY

MRI

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN MRI

115 NE
3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

We Love toWe Love to Care!Care!

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility
1646 U.S. Highway 441 North  

863-763-2226Five-Star Rated
�����

Family Owned & Operated, OHFC has been
Providing Care to Elderly Citizens of Okeechobee
and Surrounding Counties Since December 1984
• Long-Term Nursing Care Available

7 Days a Week/24 Hours a Day
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s  

Memory Care Wing
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Rehab, Physical, Occupational, 

Speech and Out-Patient Therapies
Stimulating & Fun Daily Activities

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME

Better Hearing Starts Today!

Call
(863) 467-5333

Hearing Care Centers

3545 Hwy 441 S • Okeechobee

BATTERIES
Buy 1, Get 1 Free

Expires 4/30/2010

HEARING CARE CENTER

Joint Commission Accredited

• Anesthesiology 
• Gastroenterology 
• General Surgery 
• Gynecology 
• Ophthalmology 
• Oral Surgery
• Orthopedics
• Otolaryngology (ENT)
• Pain Management
• Plastic Surgery 
• Podiatry
• Urology

1655 Hwy. 441 North,
Okeechobee, Fl 34972

Fax (863) 357-6230

(863) 357-6220

Estb. 1999

SURGERY CENTER
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“Our Focus Is To Make You Comfortable”

St. Lic. CACO29420

467-1545*Based on capacity & efficiency ratings. 
**Tax Credit up to $1,500.

Between the rebates 
&& the tax breaks

You may need
a Bigger jar

**Offer expires 6/30/2010 *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for
more information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment. © 2010 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer
for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. Starts April 1, 2010

up

to

up

to

up

to

Total*

+

$1,000
$1,200
$1,500
$3,700

Serving the entire lake area for 25 years

FPL

Rebate

Lennox

Rebate**

Tax

Credit**
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of prescription pain killers on Interstate 75 
from Wildwood north into both Tennessee 
and Kentucky. It has become a multi-billion 
dollar business for people from these states 
to visit pain management clinics in South 
Florida, dubbed pill mills, then return home 
to sell these pills for a hefty profi t.

“They can come out of here (Florida) 
with 10,000 pills. Around here they (oxy-
codone pills) are going for around $15 each. 
The street price in Kentucky is $40 a pill,” 
said the detective, who primarily handles 
doctor shopping cases.

Doctor shopping is simply described 
as a person going from one doctor, or pill 
mill, to another to get pain killers such as 
oxycodone, roxycodone, hydrocodone and 
vicodin. Of these, oxycodone is the drug of 
choice.

State statistics show that nearly all of the 
top 50 prescribers of oxycodone in the U.S. 
are located in Florida, and that South Florida 
pill mills are the top prescribers of illegal 
prescription drugs.

Because state and federal law enforce-
ment agencies have started closing pill mills 
in Broward and Palm Beach counties, City 
Administrator Brian Whitehall feels its im-
perative that the city get something on the 
books to keep these clinics out of Okeecho-
bee.

“The City and County should be con-
cerned that if the abuse is going on on the 
Treasure Coast, you can just about fi gure 
that they’re going to migrate to Okeechobee 
County,” he added.

The administrator went on to say that the 
ordinance is aimed at “squelching the doc-
tor shopping concept.”

And Sheriff May agrees with the city ad-
ministrator.

“I have thought all along this would be 
a perfect place for them to come. Those 
people in Palm Beach being denied now will 
certainly drive 60 miles (to Okeechobee),” 
he said.

While it would be unfair to label all pain 
clinics as illegitimate, verbiage in the pro-
posed measure would help separate the bad 
from the good.

“We’re certainly not trying to impose 
restrictions on legitimate outfi ts, but want 
something in place to point out the illegiti-
mate ones,” Mr. Whitehall said.

Three of the pill mills that were recently 
closed down were not owned by physicians. 
They were owned by ordinary citizens and, 
in some cases, convicted felons. Ordinance 
#1063 also addresses the ownership issue.

“If I own a pain clinic and I’m not a doc-
tor, then I’m in it for the money,” said the 
task force detective.

The detective pointed out that there is a 
pain clinic currently operating in Okeecho-
bee County that is run by doctors.

“We’ve never had a problem and they are 
keeping it legitimate,” the detective said of 
the local clinic.

Sheriff May said from what he knows, the 
local clinic “has an excellent reputation.”

With prescription pill overdose deaths in 
Florida up 77 percent from 2003 to 2008—
and at least seven local overdose deaths 
last year—law enforcement wholeheartedly 
supports the city’s proposed ordinance.

“The quicker we put a collar on this, the 
better off we’ll be,” said the task force inves-
tigator.

Even though he dislikes government in-
tervention, Mr. Whitehall said there’s a point 
when it’s needed.

“And, this is it,” he emphasized. “I think 
law enforcement has its hands full trying to 
fi ght the problem without the proper tools. 
This (ordinance) is just another tool for law 
enforcement to fi ght the drug of choice.”

PILLS
Continued From Page 1

Okeechobee News/D. Hamilton

Digging up treasures
North Elementary School students enjoyed a visit to the Crystal Mine last 
week. Shannon Smith, just a kindergarten student at North Elementary, was 
the lucky recipient of this shiny crystal. Another student found it and gave it 
to her while she hunted for her own. First grader, Wake Sizemore from Ms. 
Stanley’s class at North Elementary was the fi rst in his group to fi nd a crys-
tal. 

A motorist was killed early Tuesday, April 
20, in a single vehicle accident on U.S. 98 N. 
near the Okeechobee County line.

The identifi cation of the driver had not 
been released, pending notifi cation of the 
next of kin.

According to Detective Ted Van Deman, 

of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), the vehicle left the roadway and 
struck a tree. The driver was the sole occu-
pant of the vehicle.

The cause of the crash, as well as what 
time it occurred, was unknown as of news-
paper deadline.

Fatality crash under investigation

Okeechobee News/K. Elsken

Mustang auction
The Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Offi ce will auction off 17 mustangs on 
Thursday, April 22, at noon at the Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Rodeo Arena on 
U.S. Highway 441. The horses were captured running loose on public lands 
near the Kissimmee River. They had been there for at least 7 months. They 
are believed to have been dumped there.



Buy your beverage for 99 cents

1. N.Y. Strip Steak     

2. Chicken and Shrimp

3. Grilled Tilapia

4. Shrimp Ceasar Salad

5. Country Fried Steak 

6. Grilled Pork Chops

863-467-2224

All You Can Eat
Fish or Shrimp

Shrimp Fest 
Land ‘N Sea

$999

Shrimp Scampi
$799

Shrimp Ceasar Salad
$799

Sweet ‘N Sour Shrimp
$799

Sweet Alfredo
$799

$1859$999

All Special served with 2 sides. Soup or Salad,
and complimentary pudding or ice cream 

SATURDAYY 
&& SUNDAY

1. Any Regular 
Omelette
with Potato, Toast 
or Pancake

2. County Fried 

Steak
with 2 eggs, 
Potato & Toast 

$639

$589 $599

77 DAYSS •• 66 AMM -- 111 PMM 

2 Dinners - Your Choice 
For the Price of one!

2 Senior Dinners 
from senior menu

$11.59
Includes Soup or  Salad
Ice Cream or Pudding

Anytime
7 Days a Week 

1. Touchdown Breakfast         $489

2 Eggs, 2 bacon, 2 links, 2 pancakes

2. French Toast Combo $489

2 eggs, 2 links, 2 bacon
3. Bagel with cream cheese   $489

4. 1/2 Sausage & Gravy          $489

with Coffee
5. Eggs, Toast with Coffee      $429

6. Hot Oatmeal with coffee     $429

Weekday Breakfast Specials  

Weekday Lunch Specials 
1. Bistro Ham ‘N Cheese

2. Patty Melt 

3. Jr. Super Salad

4. Grilled Chicken Sandwich

5. Turkey ‘n Swiss Melt

6.Soup & 1/2 Sandwich

Okeechobee’s Finest Restaurant & Watering Hole 

Sun - Thurs. 
11am to 9pm

Fri & Sat 
11am to 10pm 
(Bar closes at

2 am every day)

VIP
Room 

Available
Call for Details

Appetizers
Santa Fe Eggrolls 

Fired up Chicken Wings 

Hammerhead’s Signature Soup
Chicken Monterey

Tortilla Soup
Soups ~ Salads ~ Sandwiches ~ Seafood 
 Steaks  and Hammerhead Specialties 

Fillet of Flounder Oskar 
Mahi mahi

Atlantic and Gulf Grouper

863-357-4745
Located on Taylor Creek 

202 NE 7th Ave. & Hwy 70 E

Surroundings:
Friendly Service, 

Family Atmosphere

Lunch, Dinner  and
Early Bird Specials:

Weekdays 3pm - 5:30pm 
Sat & Sun 11am - 5pm

Full Liquor Bar 
Happy Hour: Everyday

3pm - 6pm & 9pm - 10pm

Draft Beer 2 for 1  
Well Drinks (House Drinks)

2 for 1

Location:
3415 Hwy 441 South, Okeechobee
In the Publix Shopping Center,

Northlake Plaza

Hours:
11 am. to 10 p.m. 

7 Days a Week!
Phone: (863) 357-9641

PUEBLO VIEJO
Authentic Mexican Food

NOW MAKING Homemade Flour & Corn Tortillas

10% off
Total Dinner
of $25 or More
Dine in only

50% off
LUNCH

buy 1 entree and 2 bever-
ages receive the second
entree of equal or lesser

value at 50% off. With this
coupon Not valid with any

other offer. 
ONLY valid Pueblo Viejo VI

Come Enjoy the Big
Celebration of 

Open Lunch & Dinner 
7 Day a Week!
11 am to 10 pm 863-357-9641

Brief History of Cinco De Mayo
The Battle of Puebla took place 
on May 5, 1862 near the city of 
Puebla during the French intervention 
in Mexico. The battle ended in a victory 
for the Mexican Army against the occupying 
French forces. The victory is celebrated today 
during the festivities of Cinco de Mayo (5th of May).

Corona 
$2.00 

Margaritas      
18oz.
$4.50

3415 Hwy441 S.
Okeechobee

(in the Publix 
Shopping Center)

Wednesday
Mayy 5

Pueblo Viejo VI

Full Liquor Bar

www.puebloviejorestaurants.com
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School broke a four 
game losing streak and gained some much 
needed momentum this past weekend as 
they defeated the Satellite Beach Scorpions in 
two home games, 5-4 on Friday, and 8-1 on 
Saturday.

Coach Dylan Tedders said his team ap-
pears to be breaking out of a hitting slump at 
the right time.

Aaron Suarez had three hits and Adam 
Tewksbury had an RBI double on Friday. Su-
arez added three hits on Saturday, while Jus-
tin Morgan and Brice Buckner had two hits 
in the game.

“The guys we need to start rolling are 
starting to fi gure it out at the plate and that is 
a good sign,” Tedders said.

Jonathan Crawford also broke out of a bat-
ting slump with a solo homerun on Saturday 

as the Brahmans blew out the Scorpions.
Tedders said he scheduled the Scorpions 

because their coach knows what he’s doing 
and always has his team ready to play. “It 
was a match up of two even teams. They are 
a scrappy team. We knew we’d be in for a 
fi ght,” Tedders added.

The Brahman Coach said he’d like to see 
his team score more runs late in games. He 
also wants to fi x a couple of defensive mis-
cues as the Brahmans threw a bunt away 
and had trouble fi elding a couple of bunts on 
Friday. 

Drew Selvey continued to hit the ball hard 
for Okeechobee, (13-8). Selvey and Suarez 
both had RBI singles and a throwing error 
contributed to a three run fi fth inning for 
Okeechobee Friday. Okeechobee scored two 
runs early and survived a three run third by 
the Scorpions.

Suarez had done well after he was 

switched to the second spot in the Brahman 
batting order. He noted the team came out 
relaxed and wanted to break their losing 
streak.

“We have done a lot of work in the cages 
to try and put the ball in play. We haven’t 
been doing that. We did well with that to-
night. It feels good to group and get a win,” 
he added.

Suarez ended up with six hits this week-
end with a simple approach, just hit the ball 
hard, and go the other way. “The coaches 
want us to produce, especially with runners 
in scoring position. We did a good job of that 
this weekend.”

Brice Buckner picked up the win as he 
pitched six solid innings. He scattered four 
hits. Brandon Farless, Noah Wilcox and Cam-
eron Tewksbury pitched in relief with Tewks-
bury getting the save. A line drive caught by 
Selvey which he turned into a double play, 
ended a scoring threat in the sixth.

Tewksbury came on with two runners on 
in the seventh and got a big strikeout to end 
the game.

Saturday Austin Hamilton threw fi ve solid 
innings as he allowed only two hits and one 
run and struck out seven. The sophomore 
continues to get better with an improving 
curve ball.

“He doesn’t get rattled. He allowed a 
homerun and then came back and struck 
the next batter out on three pitches,” Tedders 
noted.

Okeechobee got an RBI single by Buck-
ner in the third to score Selvey. They added 
three runs in the 
fourth thanks to an 
RBI single by Justin 
Morgan, a ground 
ball off the bat of Ty-
ler Finney that was 
thrown away for an 
error, and another 
throwing error by the 
Satellite catcher.

Crawford added a 
solo homerun in the 
late innings for the 
Brahmans.

Tyler Barber got 
his fi rst varsity action 
of the season as he 
threw two scoreless 
innings.

Okeechobee had 
a busy week this 

week with home games on Monday against 
Sebastian River, and Tuesday against Port St. 
Lucie. Tuesday night was Senior night.

The Brahmans will also complete a sus-
pended game with St. Lucie West Centennial 
at home on Thursday at 4:30 p.m. The teams 
will play another full game after the suspend-
ed game immediately following that game.

Closeout Paints
$995 per gal

Prices subject to change without notice Photo for illustrative purposes only

Caulking
Special

40 yr Siliconized
89¢ per tube Paint Thinner

$495 per gal

Burgess Paint Supply
Serving Okeechobee for 65 Years

113 S.W. 5th Ave. • Okeechobee • (863) 763-3824 • Fax (863) 763-2576
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Brahmans take two games from Satellite Beach

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Senior Cameron Tewksbury scattered 
three hits in a complete game performance 
and Drew Selvey had two hits as Okeechobee 
(14-8) defeated Sebastian River, 2-1, in boys 
baseball action Monday night in Okeechobee.

Tewksbury allowed just a second inning 
run to the Sharks and the Brahmans used 
some aggressive base running to score their 
runs.

A stolen base and a poor pickoff throw con-
tributed to a run in the third for the Brahmans 
and a rare steal attempt of third led to another 
throwing error in the sixth and the Brahmans 
second run.

Brahman Coach Dylan Tedders said he is 
willing to take chances when the offense is 
struggling. He sent pinch runner Jack Rade-
baugh in the sixth to try and steal third and 
the throw went into left fi eld, “You have to put 
pressure on teams and we weren’t doing it on 
offense. If the play comes off we look like a ge-
nius, if the play goes bad we look stupid. We 
rolled the dice and it came out in our favor.”

Tedders said he saw some encouraging 
signs at the plate as Selvey continued to hit 
the ball hard. He and Jonathan Crawford both 
hit balls that were homerun distance but foul. 
He said his veterans are starting to hit the ball 
better.

“It’s going to take them all to win the dis-
trict tournament. Hopefully they all stay on 
track,” he added.

On the mound Tewksbury kept the Sharks 
off balance. He mixed in a fastball, curve and 
changeup. He said command was his biggest 
asset on Monday night.

“I was able to throw the ball where I 
wanted to throw it. Not everything was there 
tonight. It is important to get the team in the 
dugout when we’re not hitting,” he said.

The Sharks scored in the second on a dou-
ble, and an infi eld hit. Other than that they had 
few scoring opportunities.

“It sucks when you give up early runs but 
you just keep throwing your stuff and it will be 
alright,” Cameron added.

The Brahmans fi rst run came after a one 
out single by Adam Tewksbury, a stolen base 
by Estremara, an infi eld single by Selvey, and a 
throwing error by Sebastian River.

Okeechobee scored the winning run in the 
sixth without a base hit. Brice Buckner and 
Austin Hamilton drew walks before Rade-
baugh’s winning dash to third.

Coach Tedders said the team must show 
more spark on Monday nights because their 
fi rst district tournament game will be played 
next Monday against Westwood. “It is hard to 
get motivated but we have to fi gure out a way 
to be awake on Monday.”

Okeechobee wrapped up their regular sea-
son on Thursday with two games against St. 
Lucie West Centennial at home. At 4:30 p.m. 
the teams will fi nish a game interrupted by 
rain earlier this year.  At the completion of the 
suspended game, the teams will play a regular 
game.

Tewksbury gem leads Brahmans

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Adam Tewksbury (left) attempts to tag Ryan 
Kahl during the second inning of Okeecho-
bee’s win Monday. Kahl was called safe by 
the home plate umpire on the play.

Jack Radebaugh (left) is congratulated 
by Tyler Finney after he scored the go-
ahead run in Monday’s game.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Austin Hamilton (left) holds a runner 
on fi rst base during Friday’s game at 
OHS.

Austin Hamilton 
threw fi ve strong 
innings in the Brah-
man victory over 
Satellite Beach on 
Saturday.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Pinch runner Jack Radebaugh dives 
back to fi rst during a pickoff attempt 
Friday night.



Okeechobee News

Meet Y our
Local Merch

ants

A S a l u t e  t o  t h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  L o c a l  B u s i n e s s

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

Being named a 2009 100Top Hospitals
winner puts us in select company: Since
the award began in 1993 only 91
hospitals – about 3 percent of those
surveyed–havewonfive timesormore.

TheThomsonReuters 100TopHospitals
study evaluated 3,000 short-term,
acute care, non-federal hospitals in a
variety of clinical andnon-clinical areas
including patient outcomes, patient
safety, patient satisfaction and adher-
ence to national treatment standards.
What itmeans toour community is that
Martin Memorial patients are more

likely to receive reliable, efficient care
with high satisfaction. And research
indicates hospitals that win the award
three or more times have particularly
high levels of performance over many
years.

This award is a direct result of the
caring, compassionate and dedicated
teamofassociates,physicians, volunteers
andboardmembersatMartinMemorial.
It is also a reflectionof our commitment
to provide exceptional health care
to residents of Martin and St. Lucie
counties.

Martin Memorial is proud
to be a five-time national
100 Top Hospitals winner.

To learn more about Martin Memorial’s award-winning care, visit
mmhs.com. For a physician referral, call 1-800-DOCTORS.
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School earned the #1 
seed in the District 14-4A Tournament this 
year and will also have the benefi t of playing 
their games at home this year. The Brahmans 
(19-6) won’t have an easy road to another dis-
trict softball championship, however. Jensen 
Beach has a strong team and both Suncoast 
and Lincoln Park are capable of upsets.

Brahman Coach Kim Hargraves said her 
team has a very good chance to move on to 
the state regional this year, “I’m always excited 
about the district tournament. We should have 
big crowds and the girls will be pumped up. 
Obviously having the home fi eld should be an 
advantage for us.” Hargraves said it is intimi-
dating to come to Okeechobee when there are 
big crowds on hand. She noted that although 
Okeechobee swept through the district this 
year, there are no sure things. She said Jensen 
Beach should really come after Okeechobee 

with a vengeance due to their early season loss 
to the Lady Brahmans.

“We’re well rested. Were pretty healthy and 
we have the home fi eld. I think the 13 day layoff 
could be a good thing for us, it allowed us to 
get some school work done, mend up and get 
some time to breathe,” she added. Hargraves 
said Okeechobee can help the girls by coming 
out and watching the semifi nals which start to-
night, Wednesday, and the fi nal on Friday. She 
noted a big crowd is expected. 

Games began on Tuesday at other schools. 
In the fi rst round Fort Pierce Westwood met 
Jensen Beach, Boynton Beach tangled with 
Suncoast and Lincoln Park battled Fort Pierce 
Central.

Okeechobee was scheduled to play the win-
ner of the Lincoln Park and Fort Pierce game 
tonight at 7 p.m. Jensen Beach was scheduled 
to meet the winner of Suncoast and Boynton 
Beach at 5 p.m. at Brahman fi eld.

The winners on Wednesday will battle again 
on Friday night at 7 p.m. in Okeechobee.

OHS to host district softball tournament

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) will begin accepting ap-
plications May 5, for a chance to obtain highly 
coveted permits to participate in the statewide 
alligator harvest. In Phase I, applications will 
be accepted for a random drawing from 10 
a.m. (EDT) May 5 through 11:59 p.m. (EDT) 
May 18. Approximately 6,000 alligator harvest 
permits will be available.

During the Phase I random drawing, each 
person can submit only one no-cost applica-
tion, which provides the option of prioritizing 
up to fi ve hunt area and period choices. All 
those seeking a harvest permit must be at least 
18 years of age by Aug. 15. A permit allows the 
harvest of two alligators on a designated area.

People can submit applications at any coun-
ty tax collector’s offi ce, license agent (retail out-
let that sells hunting and fi shing licenses), and 
at www.fl .wildlifelicense.com. Drawing results 
will be posted at MyFWC.com/Hunting; click 
on “Limited Entry Hunts,” then “Check Permit 
Availability and Drawing Results.” Successful 
applicants must make their trapping license 

fee payments at the application locations list 
above by June 7.

Any permits remaining after June 7 will 
be offered during Phase II on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis from 10 a.m. (EDT) June 9 
through 11:59 p.m. (EDT) June15. Those who 
purchased a permit during Phase I may not ap-
ply. Applicants in Phase II are limited to one 
permit. Successful applicants must submit 
payment for an alligator trapping license and 
two alligator harvest tags, or provide proof of 
a valid alligator trapping license (must be valid 
through Nov. 1) and pay the fee for two harvest 
tags. No other hunting licenses are required.

The cost for a resident alligator trapping li-
cense and alligator harvest tags is $271.50, and 
nonresidents pay $1,021.50. The cost for each 
additional alligator hunting permit is $61.50, 
regardless of residency. All fees are nonrefund-
able. Tags and permits are nontransferable.

The alligator hunting season will run 11 
consecutive weeks from Aug. 15 through Nov. 
1. For more information about these alligator 
hunts, visit MyFWC.com/Gators.

Apply for alligator hunting permits on May 5

Register your ‘Relay Team’ today
Okeechobee’s Relay For Life is just around the corner… Don’t miss out! April 30–May 1 at 

Okeechobee High School. Activities throughout the night for ALL ages: Karaoke, Cook Outs, 
Themed laps, games and more. Will you have the BEST campsite…

The American Cancer Society Relay For Life represents hope that those lost to cancer will 
never be forgotten, that those who face cancer will be supported, and that one day cancer will 
be eliminated. Contact Okeechobee’s American Cancer Society at 863-467-2376 to register 
your team today!



sumed all deposit accounts of Riverside Na-
tional Bank of Florida which has failed. All 
locations of the former bank will reopen as 
branches of TD Bank...” The recording went 
on to give a toll free telephone number and 
web address for more information.

When a bank “fails,” its chartering insti-
tution revokes the bank’s charter and the 
bank is closed. In the case of Riverside, a 
national bank, the Offi ce of the Comptroller 
of the Currency (OCC), administrator of na-
tional banks, revoked the bank’s charter and 
named the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration (FDIC) as a receiver. All Riverside 
deposits, up to $250,000 would have been 
covered by FDIC. However, TD Bank then 
bought the assets of Riverside from the FDIC 
and took over all accounts.

According to the FDIC, no advance notice 
is given to the public when a fi nancial insti-
tution is closed. An FDIC press release stated 
that all Riverside deposits, excluding certain 
brokered deposits, have been transferred to 
TD Bank and will be available immediately.

All 58 branches of Riverside Bank as well 
as two other Florida banks, AmericanFirst 
Bank in Clermont and First Federal Bank of 
North Florida in Palatka have been taken 
over by TD Bank.

A press release from OCC stated that Riv-
erside Bank had experienced “substantial 
dissipation of assets and earnings due to un-
safe and unsound practices.”

Dean Debuck, of OCC Press Relations, 
stated that those practices included high risk 
retail loans.

The OCC press release went on to say 
that the bank “incurred losses that depleted 
its capital and there is not reasonable pros-
pect that the bank will become adequately 
capitalized without federal assistance.”

According to TD Bank offi cials, it will be 
business as usual for former Riverside cus-
tomers.  “At this time we are asking custom-
ers to continue to bank as they always have,” 
stated Rebecca S. Acevedo, public relation 
manager for TD Bank.

When asked if people who had accounts 
with Riverside will have to open accounts 
with TD Bank, Ms. Acevedo replied: “We 
anticipate that there will be changes to the 
products and services we offer. We are cur-
rently evaluating them.” She went on to say 
that TD Bank would be communicating with 
former Riverside customers as quickly as 
possible.

All former Riverside branches will oper-
ate at their normal business hours. Deposi-
tors of Riverside will automatically become 
depositors of TD Bank. Deposits will contin-
ue to be insured by FDIC. Automatic depos-
its and withdrawals will be transferred to TD 
Bank. The terms of loans will not change. 

All interest accrued through April 16 will be 
paid at the same rate. Automatic teller ma-
chines will still be available. Checks that did 
not clear before Riverside was closed will be 
honored as long as there are suffi cient funds 
in the account.

The former Riverside Bank branch on 
Parrott Avenue in Okeechobee was open 
and doing a brisk business on Monday. 
However, local banking offi cials could not 
comment on the situation.

Neither the City of Okeechobee nor 
Okeechobee County had any funds depos-
ited in Riverside Bank. Ken Kenworthy, as-
sistant superintendent of schools said the 
school system had about $1,000 in Riverside 
that is now held by TD Bank. However, TD 
Bank may not have that money very long. 
Some time ago, in an action totally unrelated 
to Friday’s bank closing, the school board 
voted to advertise for requests for propos-
als to provide banking services. As a coin-
cidence, Friday was the deadline to receive 
proposals and four banks submitted propos-
als which the school board will be consid-
ering. Mr. Kenworthy said the school board 
attorney is reviewing the school board’s 
banking contract that TD Bank inherited 
from Riverside.

According to fi gures released by FDIC, as 
of Dec. 31, 2009 Riverside had total assets of 
$3.42 billion and total deposits of $2.76 bil-
lion.  These three banks were the 44th, 45th 
and 46th banks to fail in the nation this year 
and the seventh, eight and ninth banks to 
close in Florida this year. 

Former Riverside customers who have 
questions can call the FDIC toll free at 1-800-
528-6357.  

BANK
Continued From Page 1

‘00 KIA SPORTAGE
75K MI, AUTO, PWR WIN/LKS, ALLOYS ....$5,988
‘02 FORD FOCUS SE
76K MI, AUTO, CD, ALLOYS ............................$6,188
‘98 FORD CROWN VICTORIA
LTHR, LOADED, 79K MILES ............................$6,888
‘03 FORD TAURUS SES
52K MILES, PWR WIN/LKS, A/C ....................$6,888

‘05 CHEVY IMPALA
105K MI, LTHR, LOADED ..................................$7,988
‘04 FORD E-250 EXT
97K MI, V8, WORK READY ..............................$8,588
‘06 CHEVY COLORADO LS
AUTO, 82K MI, 4 CYL ........................................$8,688
‘06 FORD FOCUS
51K MILES, AUTO, PWR WIN/LKS, CD ......$8,888

*See Dealer for warranty info.

✔ Low Weekly Payments
✔ Certified Mechanic Safety Check
✔ 12 month/12,000 mile Ltd. Warranty*
✔ Report to Credit Bureau
✔ 76 Years – Family Owned Dealership

✘ High Weekly Payments
✘ NO Safety Checks
✘ NO Warranty
✘ NO Credit Reporting
✘ Here Today – Gone Tomorrow!

Pre-Owned Vehicles:

5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce
1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1

772-468-1360

SUNRISE FORD OFFERSSUNRISE FORD OFFERS TYPICAL OFFERSTYPICAL OFFERS“BUY HERE
PAY HERE”

“BUY HERE
PAY HERE”

763-6905
�

YYour Largest Fence Post 
Supplier in South Florida 

763-6905
�

The Works! 

All Sizes Posts Staples

Gaucho Alligator Fence

Walpole 
Feed & Supply Co. 

763-6905
Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee
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In recognition of Judge William Hendry’s 
service as county attorney, city attorney, 
school board attorney, county judge, circuit 
judge, chief circuit judge and senior circuit 
judge, the commission is scheduled to act 
on a resolution naming the courtroom in the 
renovated Okeechobee County Courthouse 
as the “Judge William L. Hendry Court-
room.”

Turning to the audit, The NCT Group, 
CPAs, has completed the audit of the board’s 
and the constitutional offi cers’ fi nancial 
statements for the fi scal year ending Sept. 
30, 2009. Judy Fowler of The NCT Group will 
provide an overview of the fi nancial state-
ments and be available to respond to ques-
tions.

In other action, the board is expected to:
• accept an Assistance to Firefi ghters 

Grant in the amount of $176,400 for fi re 
fi ghting equipment;

• approve expenditure of $25,000 in 
emergency medical service grant funds for 
a set of Champion Rescue Tools for emer-
gency medical services;

• receive a request to use the Douglas 
Park Auditorium for a summer camp; and

• consider selling a parcel of county 
owned property in Viking. 

COUNTY
Continued From Page 1

If you go ...
What: Meeting of the Okeechobee 
County Commission

When: 9 a.m., Thursday, April 22

Where: Okeechobee County 
Health Department Auditorium, 
1728 N.W. Ninth Avenue



Aldo Lombardo, M.D., FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

www.allureplasticsurgery.com

bb~xxv{Éuxx fÑxv|tÄá

Call us to schedule your consultation in Jupiter!

(561) 747-1232 
(Some Restrictions Apply)

Breast Augmentation $3,999 
Tummy Tuck  $6,450

Good Thru 4/30/2010

OPEN HOUSE 

701 S. Parrott Avenue, 763-3072

• Nurturing Environment
• Qualified Teachers Who Care
• Small Class Sizes 

(1:14 Teacher to Student Ratio)
• Biblically-Integrated Curriculum (ABeka)
• PK3 - 12th Grade 

(Pre-School Re-opening in the Fall)
• Certified ESE Teacher - 

Individual Student Assessment & Planning

“See for yourself the value of a Christian education.”
AApril 25th • 2pm to 4pm

Financial Aid 
and 

Scholarships 
Available 

“YOUR CHILD IS WORTH IT!”

312 S.W. 2nd St., 
Okeechobee

Lic#
CAC023499

(863) 763-8391

GUARANTEED
We will beat any written estimate

Rebates and Federal Tax Credits based on model and efficiency rating.  Factory rebates available March 16th - June 30, 2010 through
participating dealers only.  Financing eligible with approved credit.

�� Up to $1,100 Factory Rebate
� Up to $1,495 FPL Rebate
� Up to $1,500 Stimulus Tax Credit
� 10 Yr Parts & Labor Warranty
� FREE 1st Year Maintenance
� Up to 24 Months to Pay
� 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Lowest Price
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A Jupiter man was arrested Sunday at the 
Okeechobee County Agri-Civic Center when 
a number of small bag-
gies containing suspected 
cocaine were reportedly 
found on his person.

Marco A. Martinez, 23, 
First St., was arrested April 
18 on a charge of posses-
sion of cocaine with intent 
to sell. He was booked into 
the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Jail under a bond of 
$15,000.

Deputy Mike Bobrowski of the Okeecho-
bee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce arrested Martinez 
while working a special detail at a rodeo be-

ing held at the agri-civic center. The deputy’s 
report states that he was summoned to a 
bathroom where Martinez was being held 
by private security offi cers.

When the deputy went to the bathroom 
he found two security offi cers detaining the 
Jupiter man. They reportedly told Deputy Bo-
browski they had found a small plastic bag 
containing a white substance on the man.

As the deputy searched Martinez, he al-
legedly found an additional fi ve small bags 
with a similar substance.

A fi eld test of the bags indicated a positive 
response for the presence of cocaine, stated 
the deputy.

Deputy Bobrowski went on to state that 
suspected coke weighed 3 grams.

The deputy stated that he also seized $42 
in cash from a wallet belonging to Martinez.

Cocaine arrest made at rodeo

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A local teen was placed in a juvenile de-
tention facility following 
his arrest on a felony drug 
charge, as well for his 
reported alleged involve-
ment in an burglary.

Michael Randall John-
son, 17, U.S. 98 N., was 
arrested Wednesday, April 
14, on felony charges of 
burglary, dealing in stolen 
property and possession 
of marijuana with intent to 
sell. He was also arrested 
on misdemeanor charges of resisting a law 
enforcement offi cer without violence and 
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Johnson was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail then taken to the St. Lucie 
Regional Juvenile Detention Center in Fort 
Pierce.

An arrest affi davit by Detective Rick Dur-
fee of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (OCSO) stated that Johnson took part in 
the break-in of a home during which a 52-
inch fl at screen television, computer, jewelry 
and remote-controlled cars were stolen.

In the course of his investigation, the de-
tective said he learned that Johnson could 
be found at a mobile home on S.R. 70 E. 

When he knocked on the door of the trailer, 
a man answered and reportedly told the de-
tective that he would get Johnson. The man 
then shut the door.

A short time later OCSO Deputy John 
Fisher, who was stationed at the back of the 
trailer, alerted the detective that the teen had 
exited the home by the back door and was 
running. Detective Durfee said Johnson was 
seen running from the mobile home with a 
white plastic bag in his hand, which he then 
tried to hide in a culvert.

Detective Durfee said Johnson was 
quickly apprehended and the bag was re-
trieved. Inside the bag the detective allegedly 
found 491 grams of a green leafy substance, 
a large number of plastic sandwich bags, 
digital scale and a marijuana grinder.

A detective from the Okeechobee Nar-
cotics Task Force was contacted and when 
a fi eld test was done on the substance it in-
dicated a positive result for the presence of 
marijuana.

According to the detective’s report, the 
television had been sold for $200. The report 
went on to indicate that none of the items 
reportedly stolen from the home have been 
recovered.

In a separate report, the task force detec-
tive said the sandwich bags weighed about 
8 grams each and are “... commonly known 
and sold as quarter bags.”

Teen facing burglary, pot charges

Marco A.
Martinez

Michael R.
Johnson



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Lost

LOST DOG - Wht w/ 
brn head; missing 
since 04-10-10 from 
ne 11th ln (4sea-
sons); wearing blk 
spike collar;dearly 
missed;REWARD

any info what-so-ever 
pllease call 
(863) 697 -6521  

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

CDL DRIVER: Must 
have Class A Lic., Clean 
Driving Record & 10 yrs 
exp. Call 863-467-5223

Employment
Full Time

Busy Child Care Center 
seeks Experienced 
Caregiver. Must have 
45 hrs. Please call 
863-467-5588

FLEET MECHANIC
Crowther Roofi ng located 
in Jupiter needs a pre-
ventative and general 
maint. of fl eet vehicles & 
equip. mechanic with 
various other housekeep-
ing duties in the ware-
house. Call 561-624-9400

QUALITY CONTROL
Earn up to $100 per day. 
Evaluate retail stores, 
training provided, No ex-
perience required. Call 
888-615-5249

SUNSHINE
PAYDAY LOADS
CLERK NEEDED - F/T

For a 1 Person Offi ce in 
Okeechobee. Fax resume 

to 863-452-5072

Employment
Medical

HEALTHCARE
SPECIALIST

Lincare, leading nation-
al respiratory company 
seeks Healthcare Spe-
cialist. Responsibilities: 
Disease Management 
Program, clinical 
evaluations, equipment 
setup & education. Be 
the doctor’s eyes in the 
home setting. RN, RRT, 
CRT licensed as appli-
cable. Great personality 
with strong work ethic 
needed. Competitive 
salary, benefi ts & ca-
reer paths. Drug Free 
Workplace, EOE. Please 
fax resume to Angel, 
863-763-5191 or call 
863-763-7337

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Concrete

CJ CONCRETE 
REMOVAL

Driveways, Patio, 
large or small 
(863)467-4734

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Excavation

CLEARING 
& HAULING

Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Equipment

BUSINESS CLOSING
ALL MUST GO: offi ce 

furn.,equipment & sup-
plies for sale. Sat. 24th 
9 am- 5pm. 104 SW 3rd 
Ave. 763-4591

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Livestock

For Sale: 2 white female 
hogs, 10 chickens. 
863-484-2757.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

Apartment for Rent
2Bd 1 1/2 Ba In Town, 

Very clean W/D $650 mo, 
1st, last & sec.  
863-697-1129

First Months Rent Free!
Newly renovated apt.

2BR/1BA in Kings Bay
863-634-8331

FURNISHED APT ON 
WATER - Including all 
utilities, some restric-
tions apply, by appt. 

only. (863)357-2044 
leave name and number 

if no answer.

GREAT APARTMENTS 
2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  

Call (863) 634-5780

NW OKEE: 2br, quiet St. 
Pets ok, $650/$700, 1st, 
last & $500 sec. 
561-346-1642

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$500/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

Taylor Creek Condo
 1/1 Furn. $975 move

 in, 1ST mo FREE, 
W&D, water & elec. 

(863)763-6540

Houses - Rent

3/2/2 in Lazy 7, on 1 
acre lot. Ceramic tile 
fl oors throughout. Kids 
& pets welcome. 
863-634-9330 or 
863-467-2541

Beautiful 2BR/2BA 
house in Kings Bay. Lake-
view, washer & dryer, 
a/c, swimming pool. 
$800/mo. plus utilities. 
Call 561-255-4377.

Houses - Rent

BASSWOOD - 1300 sq 
ft CBS, 3br,2ba, tile 
throughout, fenced 
yard, 10x10 shed, 
$1000/mo, 1st, last & 
Sec. Avail immediately. 
Call Tony 
(561)662-9644

Basswood - 3BR/2BA, 1 
car garage, tile & car-
pet, split plan, dish-
washer, $1100 mo. 
561-307-2502

Beautiful Country 
Home in Country Hills Es-
tates - built 2006 on 5 
fenced acres, 3BR/2BA, 
furn., $1500 mo. 
(954)326-2083

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Waterfront, 2BR house, 
furnished. $900 mo.  
561-352-5977

CBS - 3BR, Southwest 
section, great location, 
remodeled & upgraded, 
Corian, marble, Oak 
cabinets, tile fl oors, 
24/14 encl. FL rm, huge 
fenced backyard, 12/12 
wood shed, landscaped. 
Move in June 25th. 
$900/mo. neg. 1st, last 
& sec. Credit & back-
ground check. 
863-357-0391. HURRY!

For Rent Lovely 2bd/1ba
with lake access,Fl. room,
garage & dock.$850 mo.
sec. deposit rqd. call 

863-484-0411

OKEECHOBEE - 3br, 
2ba, $875/mo + sec. 
Call (772)528-7004 or 
(863)697-6817

S.E. OKEE: 3 BR, 1 BA., CBS 
Home. Annual lease. W&D, 
$850 mo. 1st. & last sec. 
dep. (863)697-1129

Office Space Rent

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

Office Space Rent

Great
 Location!
 OFFICE    
SPACE

Upstairs & 
Downstairs Avail.

863-763-4740

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

OKEECHOBEE- MFG 
Home, 24x60, 3br, 2ba, 
CA/Heat, W/D, Refrig, 
DW, Stove, on Cul-de-
Sac, Boat hse, $97,500 
neg. (863)763-8132

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

BHR, 2br/2ba,
 Furn. W&D.  $975 
move in, $725 mo. 
1ST MONTH FREE. 

Small pets ok  
863-763-6540

COUNTRY LIVING - 
2br, 1ba, single wide 
MH, on 1.5 acres, 12 mi 
N of high school. 
$650/mo, lawn maint 
incld., 1st & Last, Sec. 
neg. (863)467-2563 or 
(863)447-2172

FOR RENT: 3/2 (avail. 
July) and 2/1 Cottages. 
Newly remodeled. 12 
miles north of Okeecho-
bee on beautiful ranch.  
Water, trash & lawn 
maintenance included. 
NO PETS!   M-F.  
(863) 467-2982

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Mobile Home
Rent

For Rent: Well main-
tained Treasure Island 
2bd/2ba w/lake access, 
furn. or unfurn., lg Fl. 
rm., screened in porch, 
dock must see to ap-
preciate $800 mo. 
1st,last & sec. call 
561-202-7213

OKEECHOBEE - 1br, 
1ba with large back  
porch on large scenic, 
wooded, fenced lot, $525 
mo. Call 863-634-3451

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

DW MH - 4BR, 2.5BA, 
renovated, on ½ acre 
fenced in lot, screened 
patio, shed, off 710 & 
15A. $85k. Owner fi -
nance w/10% down. Call 
(863)610-1600

For Sale: Like new 35ft 
MH w/Fla Room, fur-
nished, wall A/C, 2 utility  
rooms. By appt. only. 
863-697-8413

OKEECHOBEE- 1981 
dbl wide on water, porch, 
lg edition, boathouse, 
$100,000 (863)763-0474

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

For Sale: 2003 Challeng-
er 36 ft, 2 slides, gas en-
gine; w/ many extras. 
28000 miles. asking 
$48000. 216-647-4920

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

2003 DODGE RAM 1500  
- Black, single cab, 
cloth seats, one owner, 
V-6, automatic trans-
mission, air condition-
ing, air bags, CD, cruise 
control, 109K miles.  
Please call after 5pm. 
$5,000 /neg 
(863)697-0852

Pickup Trucks

2006 CHEVY COLORA-
DO P.U. - 43,000 miles; 
Sunburst Orange; ex-
cellent condition. 4-cyl-
inder, air bags, one 
owner, air conditioning, 
automatic transmission 
$7,000 (863)634-8317

Utility Trailers

UTILITY TRAILER - 
heavy duty, single axle, 
farm hitch, no lights, 
13.5’ x 6.5’ overall (bed 
8’x 5.5’) Good condition, 
$195, Mon.-Fri. 
8:30-3:30. 863-467-9800

Vans

FORD PEOPLE MOVER 
1998 - 29 Passenger. 
Great condition. A/C. 
$1,500. (863)484-2757.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

Lakeport Water Association, Inc.
Notice of Intent to Apply

For Federal Assistance

Lakeport Water Association, Inc. is complying with the requirements of 
7CFR 1780.19(a) by publishing this Notice of Intent to Apply for a loan 
and grant from the USDA, Rural Utilities Service.  This project will consist of 
payment of a connection fee to the Seminole Tribe of Florida to continue 
procuring potable water and  infrastructure upgrades. 

Written comments may be directed to:

Attn. Jeff Ussery, Utility Director
Lakeport Water Association, Inc.

1507 Red Barn Road
Moore Haven, FL  33471

350776 ON 4/14,21 CB/CGS 4/15,22/10

OKEECHOBEE UTILITY AUTHORITY
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

FOR  
AUDIT  SERVICES

The Okeechobee Utility Authority is requesting proposals from qualifi ed 
fi rms of Certifi ed Public Accountants to provide annual audit services.  The 
Request for Proposal (RFP) outlines the services desired concerning the 
auditing of the Authority’s general-purpose fi nancial statements and pro-
vides the requirements for submitting a proposal.

An audit services RFP package will be available April 19, 2010 in either elec-
tronic or traditional paper media. Those interested in receiving the RFP 
package are asked to contact the OUA by telephone at (863) 763-9460 or 
by e-mailing bcoule@ouafl .com

Final fi rm responses must be received by 3:00 PM EST, on May 14, 
2010, at 100 SW 5th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34974-4221, to be eli-
gible for consideration. 
350044 ON 4/18,21,23/10

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

Public Notice

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to an order issued by the Cir-
cuit Court of Okeechobee County, Florida, on the 24th day of November, 
2009, in the cause wherein BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. being Plaintiff and 
FRANKLIN BRAUER AND MELODY A BRAUER  being Defendants, being Case 
No. 2009-CA-34 in the said Court, I Paul C. May, as Sheriff of Okeechobee 
County, Florida shall offer the following property for sale in Okeechobee 
County Florida to wit:

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BLUE 2007 CHEVROLET C1500- CREW PICKUP,
VIN # 2GCEC13C171601182, TAG # J31VDJ

I shall offer the above described property for sale subject to all prior liens 
and encumbrances if any, on the 5TH day of May, 2010 at 11:00AM or as 
soon as possible thereafter at the OKEECHOBEE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OF-
FICE, 504 N.W. 4th STREET, Okeechobee, Florida and will sell to the high-
est and best bidder for cash, all right, title and interest, of FRANKLIN 
BRAUER in said property.
Vehicle may be seen one hour prior to sale @ BMJ Towing, 414 S. Parrott 
Ave., Okeechobee, Florida, 34974.

Paul C. May, Sheriff
Okeechobee County
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons 
with disabilities needing a special accommodation to participate in 
the proceeding should contact Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
not later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 863-763-3117, 
ext. 2225.
350127 ON 3/31;4/7,14,21/10

LAKEPORT WATER ASSOCIATION, INC.

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
ENGINEERING SERVICES

GENERAL SCOPE: The Lakeport Water Association, Inc. requests qualifi ca-
tions from consulting engineering fi rms to provide continuing professional 
services for its water supply, treatment, storage, and distribution systems.

The work will include, but not be limited to:

1. Assistance with contract negotiations with the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
fpr bulk purchase of treated water;

2. Development of alternatives for the Association to provides its own wa-
ter supply and treatment systems;

3. Performance of surveys necessary to locate various components of the 
existing distribution system;

4. Assistance with distribution system testing to identify locations of exces-
sive water loss;

5. Preparation of plans and specifi cations for capitol improvement to the 
water system;

6. Preparation of documents in support of applications to State and/or Fed-
eral agencies for funding of capital improvements;

7. Assistance with preparation of utility rate studies.

SELECTION PROCESS:  The consultant will be selected by the Lakeport 
Water Association, Inc. Board of Directors under the guidelines of Chapter 
287.055F.S., the Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation Act (CCNA).  The se-
lection will be based upon the experience and ability of the fi rm to timely 
accomplish the general scope of work.  The Association is interested in re-
ceiving submittals from fi rms with past and current experience with local 
projects.  The Association will negotiate a contract with highest rated fi rm, 
subject to contract terms which may be required by a third party funding 
agency.

RFQs are due no later than 5:00 pm April 30, 2010 at the offi ce of the Lake-
port Water Association, Inc., 1057 Red Barn Rd., Moore Haven, FL  33471.  
Provide seven (7) copies of the submittal.

CONTACT:  Jeff Ussery, Utility Director
                  1057 Red Barn Road
                   Moore Haven, FL  33471
                   Phone:   (863) 946-1300
                 Fax:       (863) 946-1300 
                  E-Mail:  lakeportwater@yahoo.com
350775 CB/CGS 4/14,21 ON 

Public Notice Public Notice

RFP 2010-05
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
DISASTER RECOVERY CDBG GRANT

 ADMINISTRATION AND ENGINEERING SERVICES AND
EECBG GRANT ADMINISTRATION

  
Notice is hereby given that Okeechobee County, Florida, hereby requests 
proposals from qualifi ed individuals or fi rms to provide grant administration, 
project delivery and/or engineering services for 2008 CDBG disaster recov-
ery grant in the amount of $470,595 and EECBG in the amount of 
$301,747.01. Okeechobee County also seeks proposals from qualifi ed indi-
viduals or fi rms to provide grant writing services, administration, project de-
livery and/or engineering services for 2009 and/or 2010 CDBG Program. 
Proposals may be submitted for grant administration and/or engineering 
services.  Proposals will be evaluated separately for each service.

Inquiries and/or requests for additional information may be obtained by 
contacting Robbie L. Chartier, Deputy County Administrator, at 
(863)763-9312 or fax (863)763-0118 or on the county’s web page 
www.co.okeechobee.fl .us.  Contracts resulting from the process will be sub-
ject to state and federal requirements and grant award and release of funds 
by the funding agency. The Okeechobee County Board of County Commis-
sioners reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, waive technical er-
rors, waive any informalities or irregularities, and award the contracts in the 
best interest of the County.

Administration services may include management and reporting for the 
grant(s), environmental review, contract development and administration, 
fi nancial administration, labor standards compliance, reporting, and other 
necessary tasks.  Housing service delivery/project administration should be 
described specifi cally as a separate task.  Engineering services will include 
preliminary investigations and reporting, conceptual design and estimates of 
probable costs, provision of necessary sub contractual services such as sur-
veying (if not contracted separately) and soil testing, fi nal design, permit-
ting, bidding, construction administration, resident inspection, and other 
necessary associated tasks. A scope of work outlining tasks to be performed 
for each service must be included in the proposals.

Proposers desiring to provide the services described in this RFP shall include 
a title page, table of contents, letter of transmittal, profi le of proposer, sum-
mary of proposer’s qualifi cations. Proposals for CDBG administration servic-
es must include a fee proposal, which may include a separate fee for direct 
housing service delivery/project administration.
 
Interested parties shall submit an original and three (3) copies thereof in a 
sealed envelope bearing the name of the proposer and the words “PROPO-
SAL FOR CDBG/EECBG GRANT WRITING, ADMINISTRATION, PRO-
JECT DELIVERY AND ENGINEERING SERVICES” no later than 3:00 
p.m. EDT on May 12, 2010, to the Board of County Commissioners, Okee-
chobee County Judicial Center, 312 NW 3rd Street, Room 206, Okeechobee, 
FL 34972. Proposals received after the time and date specifi ed will be re-
turned to the submitter unopened.  Proposals will be opened and evaluated 
by a committee as soon thereafter as possible. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER; FAIR HOUSING & HANDICAPPED AC-
CESSIBLE JURISDICTION. 
Okeechobee County accepts no responsibility for any expense related to 
preparation or delivery of proposals, reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all proposals, reserves the right to award a separate contract for 
each assessment program, to waive technical errors and informalities, and 
to accept the proposal, which in its judgment, best serves the public inter-
est.

Okeechobee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Clif Betts, Jr., Chairman
Board of County Commissioners

Okeechobee County, Florida
Sharon Robertson, Clerk
Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County, Florida
352131 ON 4/21/10

Public Notice Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO: 47-2009-CA-000340

NATIONAL CITY BANK SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO
HARBOR FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK,
     PLAINTIFF
VS. - 
FRANK A. GAYLE; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF FRANK A. GAYLE IF ANY; PAU-
LETTE M. BEEK; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF PAULETTE M. BOX IF ANY; ANY 
AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND 
AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT 
KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE , WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY 
CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES OR OTH-
ER CLAIMANTS
     DEFENDANT(S)

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Summary Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated 4/1/2010 entered in Civil Case No. 47-2009-CA-000340 of 
the Circuit Court of the 19TH Judicial Circuit in and for OKEECHOBEE 
County, Okeechobee, Florida, I will sell to the highest and best bidder for 
cash on the Jury Assembly Room, 2nd Floor, Okeechobee County Judicial 
Center, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, Florida, at 11:00 a.m. on the 5th 
day of May, 2010 the following described property as set forth in said Sum-
mary Final Judgment, to wit:

A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN SECTION 22, TOWNSHIP 34 SOUTH, RANGE 
34 EAST, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE WEST ONE-HALF (W 
1/2) OF SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 34 SOUTH, RANGE 34 EAST;

THENCE NORTH 00°06’16” WEST, ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID W 1/2 
OF SECTION 23, A DISTANCE OF 2567.70 FEET TO POINT P AS SHOWN ON 
MAP OF SIMONE ESTATES, DATED JUNE 21, 2004;

THENCE SOUTH 88°17’54” WEST, ALONG THE LINE DEFINED BY POINT P 
AND POINT 0 OF SAID MAP, A DISTANCE OF 2383.82 FEET TO SAID POINT 
0;

THENCE SOUTH 86°45’18” WEST, ALONG THE LINE DEFINED BY SAID 
POINT 0 AND POINT J ON THE CENTERLINE OF THE 70.00 FOOT WIDE IN-
GRESS, EGRESS AND UTILITY EASEMENT AS SHOWN ON SAID MAP OF SI-
MONE ESTATES, A DISTANCE OF 2716.23 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING;

THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH 86°45’18” WEST, ALONG SAID LINE, A DIS-
TANCE OF 1436.76 FEET TO SAID POINT J ON SAID CENTERLINE;

THENCE SOUTH 00°00’05” WEST, ALONG SAID CENTERLINE, A DISTANCE 
OF 903.65 FEET TO THE POINT OF CURVATURE OF A CURVE CONCAVE TO 
THE NORTHEAST AND HAVING A RADIUS DISTANCE OF 300.00 FEET;

THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID CENTERLINE AND ARC OF SAID 
CURVE, THROUGH A DELTA ANGLE OF 91°49’22” AND A CHORD OF 430.96 
FEET BEARING SOUTH 45°54’36” EAST, AN ARC DISTANCE OF 480.78 FEET 
TO A POINT OF TANGENCY;
 
THENCE NORTH 88°10’43” EAST, ALONG SAID CENTERLINE, A DISTANCE 
OF 1127.79 FEET TO POINT F ON SAID CENTERLINE;

THENCE NORTH 00°06’16” WEST, A DISTANCE OF 1248.99 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.

SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH THE RIGHT OF INGRESS, EGRESS AND 
PUBLIC UTILITIES UNDER THAT CERTAIN GRANT OF EASEMENT RECORD-
ED AUGUST 5, 2004 IN O.R. BOOK 539 AT PAGE 192, PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

   Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other 
than the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens, must fi le a claim 
within 60 days after the sale.

SHARON ROBERTON, Clerk of the Circuit Court
                                          By: Linda F. Young, Deputy Clerk
THE LAW OFFICES OF DAVID J. STERN, P.A., ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
900 South Pine Island Road Suite 400, Plantation, FL 33324-3920
(954)233-8000
09-47379 NCM 
NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 
1990 In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons need-
ing a special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 or call 1-772-807-4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this Summons/Notice to Appear. 
If you are hearing impaired call 1-800-955-8771. If you are voice impaired 
call 1-800-9558770, via Florida Relay Service.
350545 ON 4/14,21/10

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Public Notice Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL

 CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,

 FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO. 47-2009-CA-000462

CITIMORTGAGE, INC.,
     Plaintiff,
vs.
DALLAS R. SANTA A/K/A DAL-
LAS SANTA, et al,
     Defendant(s).

 NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pur-
suant to a Final Judgment of Mort-
gage Foreclosure dated April 01, 
2010 and entered in Case No. 
47-2009-CA-000462 of the Circuit 
Court of the NINETEENTH Judicial 
Circuit in and for OKEECHOBEE 
County, Florida wherein SCITIMORT-
GAGE, INC.,, is the Plaintiff and DAL-
LAS R. SANTA A/K/A DALLAS 
SANTA; ROBERTO SANTA, JR.; SEA-
COAST NATIONAL BANK; are the 
Defendants, I will sell to the highest 
and best bidder for cash at JURY AS-
SEMBLY ROOM, 2ND FLOOR, OKEE-
CHOBEE COUNTY JUDICIAL 
CENTER, 312 N.W. 3RD STREET, 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972 at 
11:00AM, on the 5th day of May, 
2010, the following described prop-
erty as set forth in said Final Judg-
ment:

LOT 14, BLOCK 5, OKEECHOBEE 
LITTLE FARMS, A SUBDIVISION, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 2, PAGE 100, PUBLICRE-
CORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

A/K/A 1065 NORTH WEST 102ND 
STREET, OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

LEGAL NOTICE

A public auction will be held at BMJ 
Towing, Inc. Lot at 414 South Parrott 
Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
on Friday the 7th day of May 2010 
from 10:00-11:00 A.M. Pursuant to 
Florida statute 713.78 for unpaid 
towing and storage. Year, Make, 
Model & Vin’s as follows:

1984 White Dodge D150 PU
1B7FD14HXES210959

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. The seller 
reserves the right of fi nal bid. All 
sales are fi nal. No refunds will be 
made. Said automobiles will be sold 
in “AS IS” with no guarantees.
352129 ON 4/21/2010

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Auction will be held at Johns 
Towing Service storage lot located at 
704 Northeast 2nd Avenue, Okee-
chobee, Florida 34972 on MAY 7, 
2010, at 9:00 A.M. Pursuant to Flori-
da Statute 713.78 for unpaid towing 
and storage charges. Year, make, 
model and VIN are as follows.

2001 Mercury Sable
VIN# 1MEFM50U81A633497

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. Seller re-
serves the right of fi nal bid. ALL 
SALES ARE FINAL! NO REFUNDS 
WILL BE, MADE! Said automobiles 
will be sold in “As Is” condition with 
no guarantee’s.
352044 ON 04/21/10

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL

  CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,

FLORIDA, PROBATE DIVISION
CASE NO. 2010-CP-44

In Re: Estate of
 WILMA LEE VICKERS,
     Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(ancillary administration)

   The ancillary administration of the 
estate of   WILMA LEE VICKERS,  
deceased, date of death May 16, 
2009, is pending in the Circuit Court 
for Okeechobee County, Florida, Pro-

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF FLORIDA IN AND FOR
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY

CASE NO.  10-CA-1692MF

PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
     Plaintiff,
VS.
TRAVIS S. NEAL, et. al.
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: TRAVIS S. NEAL
Whose residence is: 5800 MAGNOLIA 
CT., OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
TO:   UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
TRAVIS S. NEAL AS OF 8/14/2009
Whose residence is: 5800 MAGNOLIA 
CT., OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972

If alive, and if dead, all parties claim-
ing interest by, through, under or 
against TRAVIS S. NEAL; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF TRAVIS S. NEAL AS OF 
8/14/2009 and all parties having or 
claiming to have any right, title or in-
terest in the property described here-
in.
   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the 
following described property:

17Okeechobee NewsApril 21, 2010

bate Division, the address of which 
is 312 N.W. 3rd Street, Suite 101, 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972. The 
personal representative’s and the 
personal representative’s attorney 
names are set forth below.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must fi le their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 
DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.
   All other creditors of the decedent 

and persons having claims or de-
mands against the estate of the de-
cedent must fi le their claims with 
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITH-
IN THE TIME PERIOD SET 
FORTH IN THE FLORIDA STAT-
UTES WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
  NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DE-
CEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 
BARRED.
   The fi rst publication of this notice 
is April 14, 2010.

Ancillary Personal Representative
Robin Dale Vickers

305 Buffalo Creek Road
Kenova, West Virginia 25530

Attorney for Ancillary
Personal Representative:
CONELY & CONELY, P.A.
Post Offi ce Drawer 1367
Okeechobee, Florida 34973-1367
(863) 763-3825
By: Tom Conely III
Florida Bar #096482
351277 ON 4/14,21/10

 LOT TRACT 37, OF CENTRAL ACRES 
SECTION THREE, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 8, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OSCEO-
LA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

  TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN 
MOBILE HOME DESIGNATED AS 
FOLLOWS: MAKE: CAVALIER YEAR 
2005 ID NUMBERS: 
BL05GA0136919A & BL05GA01369

   19A sits on the property.
   a/k/a 5800 MAGNOLIA CT.
   OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
   has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it, on Jes-
sica Fagen, Attorney for Plaintiff, 
whose address is 2901 Stirling Road, 
Suite 300, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
33312 on or before May 3, 2010 and 
fi le the original with the Clerk of this 
Court either before service on Plain-
tiffs attorney or immediately thereaf-
ter; otherwise a default will be 
entered against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint. 
   WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court this 22nd day of March 
2010.

Malcom Thompson
As Clerk of the Court

By: /S/ Michelle Shepard
As Deputy Clerk

A copy of this Notice of Action, Com-
plaint and Lis Pendens were sent to 
the defendants and address named 
above.
In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, persons needing 
a reasonable accommodation to par-
ticipate in this proceeding should, no 
later than seven (7) days prior, con-
tact the Clerk of the Court’s disability 
coordinator at 7728074370, 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL 
34986. If hearing impaired, contact 
(TDD) 8009558771 via Florida Relay 
System.
This is an attempt to collect a 
debt. Any information obtained 
will be used 
351357 ON 4/14,21/10

   Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, 
other than the property owner as of 
the date of the Lis Pendens must fi le 
a claim within sixty (60) days after 
the sale.
   WITNESS MY HAND and the seal 
of this Court on April 1, 2010.

Sharon Robertson
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: Linda F. Young
Deputy Clerk

Florida Default Law Group, P.L.
P.O. Box 25018
Tampa, Florida 33622-5018
F09069659
NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 
1990; In accordance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, persons 
needing a special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should 
contact Court administration no later 
than seven days prior to the pro-
ceeding at 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 
(772)807-4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice: IF 
YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED, CALL 
1-800-955-8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE 
IMPAIRED CALL 1-800-955-8770.
351123 ON 04/14,21/10

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 472010CA000111

SEACOAST NATIONAL BANK,
     Plaintiff,
VS. 
BENNIE C. SIMS; THE UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF BENNIE C. SIMS; JOHN
DOE, UNKNOWN TENANT; AND JANE 
DOE, UNKNOWN TENANT, the
names being fi ctitious to account for 
parties in possession,  
     Defendants.
 
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Final Judgment of Foreclo-
sure dated April 8, 2010, in Case No. 
2010-CA-111 in the Circuit Court of 
the 19th Judicial Circuit in and for 
Okeechobee County, Florida wherein 
Seacoast National Bank is Plaintiff 
and Bennie C. Sims is the Defendant,
I will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash at the Jury Assembly
Room, 2nd Floor, Okeechobee
County Judicial Center, 312 NW 3ni 
Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 at
11:00 am on the 12th day of May, 
2010, the following described proper-
ty Okeechobee County, Florida:

   A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN
SECTIONS 14 AND 23, TOWN-
SHIP 38 SOUTH, RANGE 36
EAST, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,
FLORIDA. BEING MORE PAR-
TICUARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:

  COMMENCE AT THE SOUTH-
EAST CORNER OF SAID SEC-
TION 14; BEAR N 00º00’30” W
ALONG THE EAST LINE OF
SAID SECTION 14 TO THE IN-
TERSECTION WITH THE 
SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY
LINE OF SOUTH FLORIDA WA-
TER MANAGEMENT DIS-
TRICT’S LEVEE 63 SOUTH AS 
SHOWN ON S.F.W.M.D. DRAW-
ING L-635-3, SHEET 4 OF 7, A
DISTANCE OF 4427.88 FEET;
THENCE BEAR S 53º’39’07”” E,
ALONG SAID SOUTHERLY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
S.F.W.M.D. LEVEE 63 SOUTH A 
DISTANCE OF 1564.73 FEET);
THENCE BEAR S 66°36’16” W,
A DISTANCE OF 2157.75 FEET; 
THENCE BEAR S 27°49’42” W,
A DISTANCE OF 485.89 FEET; 
THENCE BEAR S 43°36’17” W,
A DISTANCE OF 1105.04 FEET; 
THENCE BEAR S 43°35’59” W,
A DISTANCE OF 2394.81 FEET 
TO THE NORTHERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF S.R. NO. 15; 
THENCE BEAR S 48°46’14” E
ALONG SAID NORTHERLY
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF S.R. 
NO 15, A DISTANCE OF 798.13 
FEET FOR THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING; THENCE CONTINUE 
S 48º46’14” E, ALONG SAID
NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY
LINE OF S.R. NO.15, A DIS-
TANCE OF 300 FEET; THENCE
BEAR N 43º38’49” E, A DIS-
TANCE OF 990.13 FEET;
THENCE BEAR N 48°46’14” W, 
A DISTANCE OF 300 FEET; 
THENCE BEAR S 43°38’49” W,
A DISTANCE OF 990.13 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING;

Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any, oth-
er than the property owner as of the
date of the lis pendens must fi le a
claim within 60 days after the sale.
   Dated this 12th day of April, 2010.
 

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

By: Linda F. Young
Deputy Clerk

351650 ON 4/21,28/10

READING A
NEWSPAPER...

leads you to the 
best products
and services.



Public Notice
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

 THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL
 CIRCUIT IN AND FOR

 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,
 FLORIDA

CIVIL ACTION
CASE NO. 47-2009-CA-000605

SUNTRUST BANK, N.A.,
     Plaintiff,
vs.
JEAN TREVOR, et al,
     Defendant(s).

 NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pur-
suant to a Final Judgment of Mort-
gage Foreclosure dated April 01, 
2010 and entered in Case No. 
47-2009-CA-000605 of the Circuit 
Court of the NINETEENTH Judicial 
Circuit in and for OKEECHOBEE 
County, Florida wherein SUNTRUST 
BANK, N.A., is the Plaintiff and JEAN 
TREVOR; GEORGE A. STUBER, JR.; 
THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
GEORGE A. STUBER, JR. N/K/A TINA 
STUBER; ESTATES AT OKEECHOBEE 
PINES HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIA-
TION, INC.; are the Defendants, I 
will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash at JURY ASSEMBLY 
ROOM, 2ND FLOOR, OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER, 312 
N.W. 3RD STREET, OKEECHOBEE, 
FLORIDA 34972 at 11:00AM, on the 
5th day of May, 2010, the following 
described property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment:

LOT 17, ESTATES AT OKEECHOBEE 
PINES, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 7, PAGE 54, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

A/K/A 10845 NE 26TH STREET, 
FORT PIERCE, FL 34981

   Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, 
other than the property owner as of 
the date of the Lis Pendens must fi le 
a claim within sixty (60) days after 
the sale.
   WITNESS MY HAND and the seal 
of this Court on April 1, 2010.

Sharon Robertson
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: Linda F. Young
Deputy Clerk

Florida Default Law Group, P.L.
P.O. Box 25018
Tampa, Florida 33622-5018
F09080188
NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 
1990; In accordance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, persons 
needing a special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should 
contact Court administration no later 
than seven days prior to the pro-
ceeding at 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 
(772)807-4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice: IF 
YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED, CALL 
1-800-955-8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE 
IMPAIRED CALL 1-800-955-8770.
350738 ON 04/14,21/10

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
19th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 

FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION
DIVISION

CASE NO: 47-2008-CA-000211

HSBC BANK USA, NA, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR NOMURA ASSET ACCEPTANCE 
CORPORATION, MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2006-AR2
     PLAINTIFF
VS.
ALION KHAN, ET AL
     DEFENDANT(S)
 
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursu-
ant to a Summary Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated 4/1/2010 entered 
in Civil Case No. 47-2008-CA-000211 
of the Circuit Court of the 19th Judi-
cial Circuit in and for OKEECHOBEE 
County, Okeechobee, Florida, I will 
sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash on the Jury Assembly Room, 
2nd Floor, Okeechobee County Judi-
cial Center, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida, at 11:00 a.m. 
on the 5th day of May, 2010 the fol-
lowing described property as set 
forth in said Summary Final Judg-
ment, to 

 LOT 20, BLOCK 5, OF KING’S 
BAY, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE(S) 91 
THROUGH 94, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

   Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, oth-
er than the property owner as of the 
date of the lis pendens, must fi le a 
claim within 60 days after the sale.
   Dated this 1st day of April, 2010.

Sharon Robertson
Clerk of the Circuit Court

 
By: Linda F. Young

Deputy Clerk
THE LAW OFFICES OF

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 

FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,
FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 47-2010-CA-000095

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC,
     Plaintiff,
VS.
YURGYS RODRIQUEZ, et al,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: YURGYS RODRIQUEZ
Last Known Address:
17601 Northwest 288th Street
Okeechobee, FL 34972
Also Attempted At:
7095 West 2nd Ln.,
Hialeah, FL 33014 and 2144 South-
west 6th Street, Apt #12, Miami, FL 
33135
Current Residence Unknown

   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the 
following described property:

 THE EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 
OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF THE 
SOUTH 1/2 OF TRACT 32, SEC-
TION 15, TOWNSHIP 34 
SOUTH, RANGE 33 EAST, 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORI-
DA, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 4, PAGES 3A-D, INCLU-
SIVE OF THE OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY PUBLIC RECORDS.

Has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it, on 
Marshall C. Watson, P.A., Attorney 
for Plaintiff, whose address is 1800 
NW 49TH STREET, SUITE 120, 
FT. LAUDERDALE FL 33309 within 
thirty (30) days after the fi rst publi-
cation of this Notice in the OKEE-
CHOBEE NEWS and fi le the original 
with the Clerk of this Court either 
before service on Plaintiffs attorney 
or immediately thereafter; otherwise 
a default will be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the com-
plaint.
   In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 
disabled person who, because of 
their disabilities need special accom-
modation to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact not later 
than seven (7) days prior to the pro-
ceeding Court Administration at 250 
NW Country Club Dr., Port St. Lucie, 
FL 34989. Phone 772.807.4370, 
1.800.955.8771 (hearing impaired) 
or 1.800.955.8770 (voice impaired)
   WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court this 7th day of April, 2010.

Sharon Robertson
As Clerk of the Court

By Linda F. Young
As Deputy Clerk

351115 ON 4/14,21/10

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF FLORIDA IN AND FOR
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
CASE NO. 2010-CA-123

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE, LLC,
     Plaintiff,
VS.
JOSEPH L. MORRIS, et. al.
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF WIL-
LIAM G. FAGAN, AS OF 07/01/2005
Whose residence is: 624 ST. LUCIE 
CRESCENT, 405, STUART, FL, 34994

If alive, and if dead, all parties claim-
ing interest by, through, under or 
against UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF WIL-
LIAM G. FAGAN, AS OF 07/01/2005 
and all parties having or claiming to 
have any right, title or interest in the 
property described herein.
   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the 
following described property:
   LOT 1, BLOCK 32, BASSWOOD ES-
TATES UNIT 2, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 3, PAGE 51, PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORI-
DA.
   a/k/a 3967 NW 30TH AVE.
   OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 472010CA000097

FIRST BANK AND TRUST COMPANY 
OF INDIANTOWN,
     Plaintiff,
VS.
INDIANTOWN ENTERPRISES, INC.;
HOWARD F. FENNELL; THE UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF HOWARD F. 
FENNELL; JOHN DOE (1), UNKNOWN 
TENANT; JANE DOE (1), UNKNOWN 
TENANT; JOHN DOE (2), UNKNOWN 
TENANT; JANE DOE (2), UNKNOWN 
TENANT; JOHN DOE (3), UNKNOWN 
TENANT; AND JANE DOE (3), UN-
KNOWN TENANT;
     Defendants.
 
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Final Judgment of Foreclo-
sure dated April 8, 2010, in Case No. 
2010-CA-097 in the Circuit Court of 
the 19th Judicial Circuit in and for 
Okeechobee County, Florida wherein 
First Bank and Trust Company of In-
diantown is Plaintiff and Indiantown 
Enterprises, Inc., Howard F. Fennell, 
The Unknown Spouse of Howard F. 
Fennell, John Doe (1), Jane Doe (1), 
John Doe (2), are the Defendants, I 
will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash at the Jury Assembly 
Room, 2nd Floor, Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, 312 NW 3rd 
Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 at 
11:00 am on the 12th day of May, 
2010, the following described proper-
ty
Okeechobee County, Florida:

Parcel 1:
Lot 2, Block 3N, KING’S BAY, accord-
ing to the map or plat thereof as re-
corded in Plat Book 5, page 97, 
public records of Okeechobee 
County, Florida.
Parcel Identifi cation No.
 1-31-37-36-0020-0003B-0020

Parcel 2:
Lot 6, Block 6B, REPLAT OF KING’S 
BAY, according to the plat thereof, as 
recorded in Plat Book 5, page 95 
through 99, inclusive, public records 
of Okeechobee County, Florida.
Parcel Identifi cation No.
 1-31-37-36-0020-0006B-0060

Parcel 3:
Lot 6, LAKE MONTAZA ESTATES, 
SECTION TWO, according to the map 
or plat thereof as recorded in Plat 
Book 5, page 39, public records of 
Okeechobee County, Florida.
Parcel Identifi cation No.
 1-27-33-35-0020-00000-0060
   Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, oth-
er than the property owner as of the 
date of the lis pendens must fi le a 
claim within 60 days after the sale.

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: Linda F. Young
Deputy Clerk

351705 ON 4/21,28/10

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF FLORIDA
IN AND FOR

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 2009 CA 379

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
acting through Rural Develop-
ment, formerly Farmers Home Ad-
ministration (FmHA), United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA),
     Plaintiff,
VS. 
RODGER W. HOKREIN and MARI-
LYN HOKREIN, benefi ciaries of 
LYN ANN HOKREIN, Deceased; 
and JOHN DOE AND JANE DOE, rep-
resenting all unknown minors, heirs, 
devisees, grantees, assignees, lien-
ors, creditors, trustees, or other clai-
mants by, through, under, or against 
LYN ANN HOKREIN, deceased, 
and all parties having a claim, right, 
title or interest in the property here-
in,  
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

   Notice is hereby given that pursu-
ant to a Summary Final Judgment 
entered in the above entitled cause 
in the Circuit Court of Okeechobee 
County, Florida, I will sell the proper-
ty located in Okeechobee County, 
Florida, being specifi cally described 
as follows:
   Lot 11, Block 28, UNIT NUMBER 2, 

BASSWOOD INCORPORATED, ac-
cording to the Plat thereof record-
ed in Plat Book 3, Page 28, of the 
Public Records of Okeechobee 
County, Florida

at public sale to the highest and best 
bidder, for cash in the Jury Assembly 
Room, 2nd Floor of the Okeechobee 
Judicial Center, 312 NW 3rd Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida, at 11:00 a.m. 
on the 5th day of May, 2010.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTER-
EST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE 
SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE 
OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A 
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE 
SALE.
   If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision of certain assis-
tance. Please contact Court Adminis-
trator, at (772)807-4370, 
1-800-955-8771 (hearing impaired), 
or 1800-955-8770 (voice impaired), 
within 2 working days of your receipt 
of this document; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 
1-800-955-8771.
   Dated April 1, 2010.

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK
As Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: Linda F. Young
As Deputy Clerk

350549 ON 4/14,21/10

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 47-2009-CA-000421  

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
     Plaintiff,
v.
LUIS R. ALVAREZ; ARQUIDIA ALVA-
REZ; UNKNOWN TENANT 1; UN-
KNOWN TENANT 2; and all unknown 
parties claiming by, through, under 
or against the above named Defen-
dant(s), who (is/are) not known to 
be dead or alive, whether said un-
known parties claim as heirs, devi-
sees, grantees, assignees, lienors, 
creditors, trustees, spouses, or other 
claimants; CONNERS GABLES HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.  
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE 

   Notice is hereby given that, pursu-
ant to the Final Judgment of Foreclo-
sure dated April 1, 2010, in this 
cause, I will sell the property situated 
in OKEECHOBEE County, Florida, 
described as:

 LOT 12, LESS THE NORTH 60.00 
FEET THEREOF AND THE 
NORTH 63.00 FEET OF LOT 11, 
BLOCK 14, A REVISED AND 
ADDITION TO PLAT OF CON-
NERS GABLES, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, 
PAGE 15, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

   
    a/k/a 932 SE 38TH AVE,
    OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974
 
at public sale, to the highest and 
best bidder, for cash, in the Jury As-
sembly Room on the Second Floor of 
the Okeechobee Judicial Center, lo-
cated at 312 NW 3rd Street, Okee-
chobee, Florida, at 11 o’clock a.m., 
on May 5, 2010.
   Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, oth-
er than the property owner as of the 
date of the lis pendens must fi le a 
claim within 60 days after the sale.
   Dated at Okeechobee, Florida, this 
8th day of April, 2010.
 

Sharon Robertson
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: Linda F. Young
Deputy Clerk

Douglas C. Zahm, P.A.
18820 U.S. Hwy 19 N., #212
Clearwater, FL 33764
(727) 536-4911 phone
(727) 539-1094 fax
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT, PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING A 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THIS PRO-
CEEDING SHOULD CONTACT 
COURT ADMINISTRATION NOT 
LATER THAN SEVEN DAYS 
PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS 
AT 250 NW COUNTRY CLUB 
DRIVE, PORT ST.LUCIE, FL 
34972 OR CALL 1-772-807-4370 
WITHIN TWO WORKING DAYS 
OF YOUR RECEIPT OF THE NO-
TICE. IF YOU ARE HEARING IM-
PAIRED CALL 1-800-955-8771 
(TDD); IF YOU ARE VOICE IM-
PAIRED 1-800-955-8770 (V); 
VIA RELAY SERVICE.
351278 ON 4/14,21/10
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DAVID J. STERN, P.A.,
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
900 South Pine Island Road
Suite 400, Plantation, FL 33324-3920 
(954)233-8000
08-43845(ASCF)
NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 
1990 - In accordance with the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act, persons 
needing a special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should 
contact Court Administration no later 
than seven days prior to the pro-
ceeding at 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 or call 
1-772-807-4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this Sum-
mons/Notice to Appear. If you are 
hearing impaired call 
1-800-955-8771. If you are voice im-
paired call 1-800-9558770, via Flori-
da Relay Service.
350497 ON 4/14,21/10

   has been riled against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it, on Jes-
sica Fagen, Attorney for Plaintiff, 
whose address is 2901 Stirling Road, 
Suite 300, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
33312 within  30  days after the 
fi rst publication of this notice and fi le 
the original with the Clerk of this 
Court either before service on Plain-
tiffs attorney or immediately thereaf-
ter; otherwise a default will be 
entered against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint. 
   WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court this 18th day of March 
2010.

SHARON ROBERTSON
As Clerk of the Court

By: Linda F. Young
As Deputy Clerk

A copy of this Notice of Action, Com-
plaint and Lis Pendens were sent to 
the defendants and address named 
above.
In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, persons needing 
a reasonable accommodation to par-
ticipate in this proceeding should, no 
later than seven (7) days prior, con-
tact the Clerk of the Court’s disability 
coordinator at 7728074370, 250 NW 
Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL 
34986. If hearing impaired, contact 
(TDD) 8009558771 via Florida Relay 
System.
This is an attempt to collect a 
debt. Any information obtained 
will be used 
351358 ON 4/14,21/10

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

ACROSS
1 Sitcom set in

Korea
5 Pub diversion

10 Late-night talk
pioneer Jack

14 Spots in high
school?

15 Group cultural
values

16 Funny Bombeck
17 Horse racing

coup, literally
20 Work on seams
21 Moo goo __ pan
22 Draw a bead on
23 Baseball rarity,

literally
28 Strait of Dover

port
30 Prefix with 

-syncratic
31 University of

Maine town
32 Each
33 Gag response
37 Lecherous
38 Book in a hotel

room
39 Apple MP3

player
40 Lad’s love
41 Bakery buy
42 More than

sufficient
43 Hood’s gal
44 Chews out
45 Rhythm for

waltzing, literally
49 Aptly named

Renault
50 Blazed a trail
51 McDonnell

Douglas product
54 Text layout

specification,
literally

59 Prefix with
dynamic

60 Fanatical
61 Flu symptom
62 Reader of

Seventeen
63 Coasters with

runners
64 Refs’ fight-ending

decisions

DOWN
1 Computer

choices
2 Meadow

measure

3 Drift removers
4 Cut with an ax
5 Turns to compost
6 Just free of the

bottom, as an
anchor

7 Letter after pi
8 Pull off the road
9 Nine-digit ID

10 Jeopardy
11 Coffeehouse lure
12 Big name in

multilevel
marketing

13 Vehement speech
18 Mystery writer

Marsh
19 Guitarist’s gadget
24 Comes down to

earth
25 It might be

applied while
puckering

26 German violinist
Busch

27 Cry of surprise
28 Prof.’s employer
29 Length times

width
32 Garlicky mayo
33 Mouthed

sidelines greeting
34 Brandy distilled

from cider

35 Place for cargo
36 Fruity drinks
38 Sponge up
42 Litmus 

reddeners
43 “... for a __

pittance”
44 Rides for knights
45 Home often

made of canvas
nowadays

46 Sympathetic
words

47 City SE of 
Atlanta

48 11th century
Spanish hero

49 Future atty.’s
exam

52 Canyon rebound
53 Casual shirts
55 Prom gp.
56 Buddy
57 Civil War

nickname
58 Soft touch

By Joy C. Frank
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 06/02/09

06/02/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

With spring in full bloom, some 
positive signs have emerged about 
Florida’s endangered panther. Biolo-
gists with the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission (FWC) 
and Big Cypress National Preserve 
(BCNP) have been busy document-
ing active Florida panther dens fi lled 
with kittens. 

A total of four dens, with three kit-
tens apiece, have been documented 
so far in 2010. These particular dens 
were found in palmetto thickets in 
Picayune Strand State Forest and 
BCNP in Collier County. The births 
are signifi cant because they offset 
panther deaths and hopefully mean 
the population will continue to grow. 
The panthers’ numbers declined to 
approximately 30 cats by the early 
1980s, but research and monitoring 
by FWC biologists have helped in re-
storing the genetic health and vigor of 
the panther population.

Florida panthers breed through-
out the year, but peak activity occurs 
in the spring. Biologists attempt to 
visit the dens when the kittens are 
approximately two weeks old. At that 
time, litter size and composition are 
noted, samples (skin, hair, blood, fe-
cal) are taken for genetic testing and 
health screening, transponders are 
inserted for identifi cation purposes. 
This information helps biologists 
learn about the genetic structure of 
the population. Also oral deworming 
medication is administered to help 
give the kittens a healthy start.

The kittens stay in the den for 
about two months, after which they 
begin following their mother to kills 
and begin the weaning process. Kit-
tens stay with their mother for about 
14 months. Females set up a home 
range near or overlapping their moth-
er’s home range. Males disperse away 
from their natal range, sometimes 

covering hundreds of miles before 
settling into their own home range. 

“It’s quite rewarding when we can 
follow Florida panthers throughout 
their lives,” said FWC panther biolo-
gist Mark Lotz. “Active dens are tangi-
ble evidence that the Florida panther 
is reproducing. We learn so much 
about panthers when we track them 
from birth through adulthood.” 

Details on this year’s births can 
be found at www.FloridaPantherNet.
org; click on “Panther Pulse.” 

State funding for panther research 
and monitoring comes from fees 
collected when Florida residents 
purchase panther specialty license 
plates. Visit www.buyaplate.com for 
more information.

To report dead or injured panthers 
call the Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-
404-3922.

FWC reports encouraging news for Florida panthers



BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

863-763-6742

7/24 SERVICE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS
208 SW 5th Ave. • Okeechobee

EMORY WALKER EMORY WALKER CO. INC.CO. INC.
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

CAC042747
CAC014022
CAC057129

Serving the
Lake Area for

40 Years!

AAIR CONDITIONING

HEALTHCARE

LEGAL SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

CUSTOM CANVAS

FEED & SUPPLIES 

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O.
230 South Barfield Hwy. • Pahokee

Other facilities in
Gainesville 

& Bradenton 

Se Habla

Español

Struggling to make your mortgage payments?  Call us, we can help!
Real Estate Closings • Title Insurance • For Sale By Owner Transactions • Divorces •

Custody Modifications  • Adoptions • Name Changes • Quiet Title Proceedings •
Evictions  • Quit Claim Deeds • Corporations • Wills •  Power of Attorney • Contracts

Paralegal
Services 

3128 Hwy 441 South, Okeechobee, FL 863-824-6776 

VVicki Anderson, Associate
Cell 634-4106

Patricia L. Goolsby
Lic. Real Estate

Broker

WANTED TO BUY

Okeechobee Feed Inc
Your One Stop Feed Store

Bag, Bulk & Liquid 
• Tack 

• Pet Supplies         

• Fencing

• Hardware
763-2123

1579 Hwy 70 E • Okeechobee

Elliott’s Pawn Shop
419 W.S. Park St. •  863.763-5553

We Buy Scrap Gold,
Silver and Coins

PHONE: 561-924-5561
www.floridacare.net

763-8391

CACO 23499

• 24/7 Emergency Service • Senior Citizen Discount
• FREE Estimates on System Replacements.

“We Sell The Best And Service The Rest!”

HOSKINS, TURCO, LLOYD & LLOYD
• Social Security Disability
• Veterans’ Disability

www.HoskinsTurco.com
212 S. Parrott Ave.

Okeechobee, FL 34974

• Auto Accidents 
• Bankruptcy

(863) 357-5800

MARINE SALES & REPAIR

St. Lic. CACO29420

Serving the entire lake area for 25 years

“Our Focus Is To Make You Comfortable”

FREE Estimates
Sales • Service • Installation

467-1545

GIFT ITEMS & MORE

HEALTH & 
READING MATERIAL

Nature’s Pantry
417 W S Park St • (863) 467-1243

Christian Books,
Bibles and Videos

LAKESHORE MARINE,INC. 
If we can’t fix it,
it probably can’t

be fixed. 

Exceptional Service 
YOU CAN TRUST!!

1365 Hwy 441 SE 
(next to bowling alley)

863-763-4080
SERVING OKEECHOBEE

SINCE 1993 STEVE BRANTLEY, OWNER

R

We have
furniture
you want

and credit
you can

actually get!

512 W. North Park St.
Okeechobee

(863) 763-3823
Mon. - Fri. 9am to 6pm

Sat. - 9am to 5pm

Linda’s Styles & Trends
INSIDE BADCOCK FURNITURE

512 N.W. Park Street 
863-763-6028

www.customcanvasshop.com
Awnings
Repairs 
Love Bug Scrns
Enclosures

Mon. - Fri. 8:30am-5pm
Saturday 9:00am-Noon

909 So. Parrott Ave. Ste B.
863.763.7500

Boat Covers 
RV Covers
BBQ Covers
Bimini frames

• Home Cleaning Services 
• Minor Home Repairs 
• Pressure Washing
• Painting 

(863) 634-7822
(863) 697-6436

Lic. # 10213 & 5853

FURNITURE

ROOFING

State Certified Roofing Contractors Lic.#CCC1327338
• Re-Roofing Specialists • Shingle Roofing 

• Metal Roofs • Flat Roofs • Leaks & Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES www.LuvianoRoofing.com
(863).357.3838

“Always On Top Of The Job”

CONTRACTOR

Let it
work for you!

Advertising
works!

Call 763-3134
to place your ad

HOME SERVICES

ATTORNEYS

HAIR CUTS

Cheri Stevens 105 SW 3rd Ave. 

863-467-0418
Tues. - Fri. 9-5:30 Sat. 9-3 &

Closed: Sun & Mon.
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Taylor Creek Bass Club member, Sal Nofi  
took top honors on Lake Okeechobee, at the 
Taylor Creek Bass Club of Okeechobee April 
Tournament which was held on April 10.

Nofi  brought in a total of 13.91 lbs. to 
the scales for a great win on a beautiful and 
windy fi shing day. Jack Harrison takes the 
big fi sh award with his 6.16 lbs. catch.

The team event “Calcutta” was won by 
Dave Stout and Al Willis with their total 
weight of 19.15 lbs. 

Runner up in second place was Mike Zu-
brisky with a total weight of 13.27 lbs. Jack 
Harrison fi nished in third place with 13.01 
lbs. Dave Stout fi nished in 4th place with 
11.70 lbs. 

The Taylor Creek Bass Club meets at the 
Buck Head Ridge VFW Post 9528 on the 
second Thursday of each month. Tourna-
ments are held the following weekend. New 
boaters and (especially) non-boaters are 
welcome. For information call Dave Stout at 
863-467-2255.

The club also sponsors and presents the 
annual Lee McAllister Memorial Kid’s Fish-
ing Festival.

Nofi  wins 
Taylor Creek 
Bass Club 
tournament

Special to the 
Okeechobee News/

TCBC
Sal Nofi  took fi rst 
place in the Taylor 
Creek Bass Club 
April tournament 
with 13.91 lbs. of 
fi sh.

Mike Zubricky 
took second place 
in the tournament 
with a total weight 
of 13.27 lbs.

Jack Harrison 
fi nished in third 
place with 13.01 
lbs. 

Dave Stout fi n-
ished in fourth 
place with 11.70 
lbs. 



2010 CHEVY MALIBU LS
named a 2010 top safety pick by the
insurance institute for highway safety2

2010 CHEVY SILVERADO
half-ton extended cab ls 2wd

chevy — the most dependable, longest-lasting
full-size pickups on the road4

EPA EST.

MPG HWY.
30

over 1,000 people
a day switch
to chevy.1

$
low-mileage lease
for qualified lessees

$

199
per month3

for39 mos.

2,639
due at lease signing
includes security deposit and all offers.
tax, title, license, and dealer fees extra.
mileage charge of $.20 per mile over
39,000 miles.

low-mileage lease
for qualified lessees

no security deposit required. tax, title,
license, and dealer fees extra. mileage

charge of $.20 per mile over 39,000 miles.

$389
per month3

for39 mos.
$2,843

due at lease signing

ONSTAR®5— STANDARD FIRST YEAR

CHEVYDEALER.COM

the best coverage in america

5-YEAR/
 Whichever comes fi rst. See dealer for details.

1 Based on R.L. Polk & Co. Oct. 2008–Sept. 2009 U.S. retail registrations. 2 Vehicles built after 11/2009. 3 Example based on survey. Each dealer sets its own price. Your payments may vary. Payments are for a 2010
Malibu LS with an MSRP of $22,545. 39 monthly payments total $7,759. Payments are for a 2010 Silverado Half-Ton Extended Cab 2WD LS with an MSRP of $29,135. 39 monthly payments total $11,363. Option to purchase
at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. GMAC must approve lease. Take delivery by 4/30/10.  Lessee pays for excess wear. Not available with other
offers. Residency restrictions apply. 4 Dependability based on longevity: 1981–July 2009 full-size pickup registrations. 5 Visit onstar.com for details and system limitations. Services vary by model and conditions. The Best
Buy Seal is a registered trademark of Consumers Digest Communications, LLC, used under license. 2010 OnStar. All rights reserved. 2010 General Motors.
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