
Friday, March 26, 2010 50¢ Plus tax Vol. 101 No. 37

14.26 feet
Last Year: 12.32 feet

Lake Levels

Source: South Florida Water Management 

District. Depth given in feet above sea level.

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads

See page 4 for information about 
how to contact this newspaper.

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A Sanford man is in critical 
condition in a Fort Pierce hospital 
after the motorcycle he was riding 
reportedly struck a pickup truck 
being driven by an Okeechobee 
man.

According to a Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP) accident report 
by Trooper T.D. Burk, the 1995 
Ford pickup driven by Leroy E. 
Felt, 68, pulled out of a private 
drive and directly into the path of 
the oncoming Harley Davidson 
motorcycle.

Rodney P. Wilde, 56, was 
southbound on U.S. 441 N. at 
8:34 p.m. on Friday, March 19, 
when Mr. Felt reportedly pulled 
out in front of him. The FHP re-
port states that Mr. Wilde tried to 
stop but the 2008 Harley he was 
riding skidded then rolled over. 
The motorcycle then hit the truck 
and Mr. Wilde was thrown under 
the pickup upon impact.

Trooper Burk goes on to state 
that the left rear tire on Mr. Felt’s 
truck ran over the motorcyclist, 
and that Mr. Wilde was then 

Motorcyclist 
critically
injured in 
hit and run

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County Commis-
sioners spent some time discuss-
ing the economic situation of the 
county at their meeting on Thurs-
day, March 25. 

Deputy county administrator 
Robbie Chartier said that cur-
rently revenues exceed expendi-
tures by $1.9 million. However, 
she said the gap between the two 
is narrowing and she expects the 
trend to reverse itself by the end 
of the year.

County administrator Lyndon 
Bonner said he had met for two 
hours the day before with the 
constitutional offi cers discussing 
the budget. They discussed the 
possible $4.2 million defi cit and 
the tools available to reduce that 

County 
expects 
budget
shortfall

Okeechobee 
teen earns rank 
of Eagle Scout 
  ... See page 21

Okeechobee 
Sports
Network
    .... Page 24

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
Rein and Shine, a mounted drill team made up of Jackie Bass, Paula Daniel, Verna Ben-
dow and Sandy Glenn took fi rst place in the Quad Division in the Equestrian Mounted Drill 
Team competition at the Okeechobee County Fair on March 20. This was the fi rst year the 
Okeechobee County Fair has included horse events, which proved popular with both the 
contestants and the spectators. For more ... See Page 13

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Raulerson CEO Robert Lee and Vol-
unteer of the Year Marion Barrett.

Rein and Shine: Horses compete in fair events

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Over 12,000 hours were donated to Raulerson Hospital 
by volunteers in 2009. With that in mind, hospital admin-
istrator Robert Lee toasted all of the volunteers at a special 
ceremony on Monday.

Marion Barrett, the Vice President of the Auxiliary, was 
named the volunteer of the year.

“I’m excited. I’m shocked. I know I couldn’t have done 
this without all the girls,” she said afterward.

Lee said volunteers build a better world and are a vital 

Local hospital honors 
Volunteer of the Year

See HOSPITAL VOLUNTEER — Page 2See ACCIDENT — Page 2

See BUDGET — Page 21



part of the hospital. He noted every year the 
selection committee has a hard time as they 
determine who should win the award.

“They are all deserving nominees. There 
are challenges in the hospital industry and 
we need volunteers more than ever. They 
are a special breed from all walks of life. 
Day in and day out they touch lives in a very 
meaningful way,” he added.

Each volunteer at the hospital, there are 
47, received a certifi cate of appreciation. 
Barrett received a gift certifi cate for Light-
sey’s Restaurant, her name on a plaque, and 
also a great parking space right in front of 
the hospital for the next year.

Barrett shared the moment with her hus-
band, her preacher, and her sister. She said 
when she moved here in 2004 she wanted to 

get involved. She started with water aerobics 
and then came to the hospital to see if they 
could use volunteers.

“I like it. It’s fun and it’s challenging. All 
of the girls are terrifi c. They stand in the gap 
when the hospital needs somebody. We al-
ways try to pitch in and help,” she added.

Barrett owned and operated a feed store 
for many years but the business was dam-
aged by Hurricane Frances. She is a native of 
Alabama but has lived in Florida for 30 years. 
She moved to Okeechobee in 2004. She said 
being a volunteer at Raulerson Hospital has 
defi nitely had a positive impact on her life.

“I try to be a blessing to somebody every 
day when I come in. I know people come 
in to see sick relatives and friends. We try to 
speak to them and tell them good morning 
and good afternoon and try to make them 
feel comfortable in the hospital,” she said.

Lee said Barrett is very caring with a great 
personality. He noted she is always smiling, 
never complains and is very dedicated to the 
hospital.

Hospital offi cials said volunteers are al-
ways needed at the hospital. If you are inter-
ested please call Raulerson Hospital at 863-
763-2151 and ask for Human Resources.

HOSPITAL VOLUNTEER
Continued From Page 1

Scheduled for completion in

late Summer 2010, it is being

built using a majority of local

contractors and labor.

We are pleased that it will be

staffed by Okeechobians for

the care of fellow citizens of

our community. 

We need your help 
in this historic event. 

We are excited to announce that Okeechobee 
will have its first new locally owned and staffed Assisted Living Facility.

The Assisted Living Facility needs a suitable name which reflects our heritage. 

Please submit your choice of names in our suggestion box located at the Chamber of Commerce building 
at 55 South Parrott Ave, between the hours of 9:00 am - 3:00 pm starting March 19, 2010 - March 31, 2010 

Ms. Mabel Williamson, one of our oldest, most beloved and admired residents will announce the winning name of the new facility. 

The winners name will be accounced on April 7, 2010 and will receive $300.00 for their winning entry.
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dragged into the northbound lane of the 
highway.

Mr. Felt drove away and was found later 
at his home by Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce (OCSO) deputies Brian Cross and Matt 
Hurst, stated the FHP report. The OCSO re-
port states that the deputies found Mr. Felt’s 
truck at his home, and saw damage on the 
Ford that was consistent with a traffi c crash.

The OCSO report also said that Mr. Felt 
had been at the Eagles Club, 9985 U.S. 441 
N., and was pulling out from the club when 
the alleged accident occurred. Mr. Felt re-
portedly told the deputies he did not recall 
being involved in a traffi c crash.

Mr. Felt was not injured.
The accident is still under investigation, 

Trooper Burk stated.

As of Thursday, March 26, Mr. Wilde 
was listed as being in critical condition at 
Lawnwood Regional Medical Center in Fort 
Pierce.

Damage to the motorcycle was estimat-
ed to be $8,000, stated the trooper’s report, 
while the truck sustained an estimated $750 
in damages.

Evidence at the scene may have been 
compromised when an Okeechobee man 
ignored orders to stop and drove through 
the site while offi cers were taking measure-
ments and documenting evidence.

Florencio Serrano, 19, N.W. Seventh Ave., 
was arrested at the scene at gunpoint and 
was charged with the felony of tampering 
with evidence. He was also arrested on a 
misdemeanor charge of failure to obey a law 
enforcement offi cer.

Serrano was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail where he is being held with-
out bond.

ACCIDENT
Continued From Page 1

Bake sale to benefi t BHR Fireman Auxilliary
The Buckhead Ridge Fireman’s Auxiliary will have a bake sale on Saturday, April 3 

at the fi re station on Hwy. 78 in Buckhead Ridge from 8 a.m. until noon. We will have 
cakes, pies and other fresh baked items for sale just in time for Easter dinner! For more 
information, please call Eleanor at 863-357-1934.

Okeechobee High School  to host Career Fair 
Okeechobee High School Career Center is sponsoring an occupational awareness 

(Career Fair) program for 11th and 12th graders on Wednesday, April 14. This event will 
be held from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. in the Okeechobee High School Gymnasium. This will 
be an opportunity for students to meet prospective employers in Okeechobee County. It 
will also be a chance for businesses to meet potential part-time as well as full-time em-
ployees upon graduation. If interested, you may want to bring applications for students 
to fi ll out.

The program will consist of informal conversation with students. (Students will be 
browsing from one area to another.) A table with chairs will be available for you to use 
as your booth. If you have handouts, fact sheets, or door prizes to give to the students, 
please bring those. A poster/project board to put on the table advertising your business 
would be benefi cial.

If you or your business is interested in participating in the Career Fair please call Bill R. 
Black at 863-462-5025 ext. *3113 or email at blackb@okee.k12.fl .us.



The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Richard Harvey Beatty, 37, U.S. 441 
S.E., Okeechobee, was arrested March 18 
by Deputy Corporal Chris Hans on Okeecho-
bee County warrants charging him with the 
felonies of obtaining property for worth-
less check over $149 and failure to appear 
- worthless check over $150. His total bond 
on these charges was set at $22,500. Beatty 
was also arrested on warrants charging 
him with the misdemeanor of obtaining 
property for worthless check less than $149 
and failure to appear - driving while license 
suspended. His total bond on these charges 
was set at $500.

• Christopher Lee Martin, 24, S.W. 21st 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested March 19 by 
Deputy Corporal Paul Ferrell on charges of 
driving under the infl uence and leaving the 
scene of an accident with property damage. 
He was released on his own recognizance.

• Victor Van Vickery, 21, S. Parrott Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested March 19 by Offi -
cer Lawrence Parzygnat on a charge of grand 
theft auto. His bond was set at $1,500.

• James David Gruber, 20, S.E. 49th 
Court, Okeechobee, was arrested March 
19 by Deputy Corporal Aric Majere on a De-
partment of Corrections amended warrant 
charging him with violation of probation 
- burglary of an unoccupied structure and 

violation of probation - grand theft. He is be-
ing held without bond.

• Amber Lee McClure, 25, S.W. 21st St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested March 20 by 
Offi cer Scott Morgan on a felony charge of 
possession of cocaine. She was also arrested 
on misdemeanor charges of driving while li-
cense suspended with knowledge and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. Her bond 
was set at $3,000.

• Adan Orozco, 28, N.W. Fifth St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested March 20 by 
Deputy Brian Cross on a charge of posses-
sion of cocaine. His bond was set at $1,000.

• Kevin Charles Nagel, 49, S.E. 57th 
Drive, Okeechobee, was arrested March 20 
by Deputy Corporal Timothy A. Higgins on 
charges of driving under the infl uence and 
refusal to submit to breath test. His bond 
was set at $1,000.

• Jose E. Serrano, 25, N.W. 30th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested March 21 by 
Deputy Sergeant Shannon Peterson on a 
charge of driving under the infl uence. His 
bond was set at $1,000.

• Dustin Robert Hoover, 24, S.W. 24th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested March 22 
by Offi cer Lawrence Parzygnat on a charge 
of driving under the infl uence. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

• William Leslie Thomas, 45, S.W. 11th 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested March 22 by 
Deputy Patricia Massung on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with felony 
battery. His bond was set at $30,000.

• Cordero McGriff, 23, N.W. Eighth St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested March 23 by 
Deputy Justin Merriman on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with violation 

of probation - fi ling a false police report, vio-
lation of probation - burglary of a structure 
and violation of probation - grand theft. He 
is being held without bond.

• David Edward King, 41, N.W. Eighth 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested March 23 
by Offi cer Lawrence Parzygnat on a warrant 
charging him with violation of probation - 
driving while license suspended - habitual 
offender and violation of probation - posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He is being held 
without bond.

• Linda Anderson, 27, S.E. 39th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested March 23 by 
Deputy Steven Pollack on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging her with violation 
of probation - worthless checks (12 counts). 
She is being held without bond.

• Melissa Dawn Lipscomb, 32, S.E. 44th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested March 23 
by Deputy Mark Shireman on charges of 
grand theft, dealing in stolen property and 
defrauding a pawnbroker. Her bond was set 
at $20,000.

• Flavia Leticia Escobar, 17, N.W. Seventh 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested March 24 by 
Deputy Cpl. Aric Majere on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging her with the felo-
nies of possession of alprazolam, introduc-
tion of contraband into a county detention 
facility and possession of a controlled sub-
stance with intent to sell near a school. She 
was also charged with the misdemeanors of 
possession of marijuana less than 20 grams 
and possession of drug paraphernalia. Her 
bond was set at $2,500.

• Andrew Joshua Velazquez, 21, Mead-
owbrook St., Lake Placid, was arrested 

March 24 by Offi cer Belen Reyna on a felony 
charge of fl eeing and eluding a law enforce-
ment offi cer. He was also arrested on a mis-
demeanor charge of driving while license 
suspended. His bond was set at $10,500.

• Karman Bernadette Moore, 47, N.E. 
Fourth Drive, Okeechobee, was arrested 
March 24 by Deputy Cpl. Aric Majere on an 
Okeechobee County warrant charging her 
with obtaining a controlled substance by 
fraud (four counts). Her bond was set at 
$10,000.

This column lists arrests and not convic-
tions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone listed 
here who is later found innocent or has had 
the charges against them dropped is wel-
come to inform this newspaper. The infor-
mation will be confi rmed and printed.

Tea Time Garden Party 
Luncheon & Fashion Show 

March 27th, 2010 
11 am - 2 pm ~ Tickets $50.00

Presented by: Fabulous Couture

Location:
Shoppes on the Boardwalk 

(In front of Hammerhead Billiards, Bar & Grill)

Proceeds to Benefit 
The Carson Williams Memorial

Scholarship Fund

For More Information 

Call Pam Williams 863-634-7060 or

Channing Williams 863-634-0472

THEATRE I:“SHUTTER ISLAND” 
Fri. 7:00 & 9:15, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs.

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

Fri., March 26 & Fri., April 2 only
2:00 & 4:15 Matinees added!

THEATRE II:  “HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON”
Fri.7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. & Thurs.

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00
THEATRE III:  “DIARYOF AWIMPYKID” 

Fri. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. &
Thurs. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

March 26March 26th th -- April 1April 1stst

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

R

PG

PG
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Okeechobee Arrest Report

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man has been 
arrested on felony drug charges af-
ter he reportedly sold crack cocaine 
to a confi dential source during an 
undercover drug operation.

Randy Henry Cotton, 51, N.W. 
12th St., was arrested Monday, March 22, on 
charges of sale of cocaine within 1,000 feet 
of a church (fi ve counts) and possession of 
cocaine with intent to sell within 1,000 feet 
of a church (fi ve counts).

Cotton was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail under a 
bond of $275,000.

An arrest report by the Okeecho-
bee Narcotics Task Force states that 
an undercover offi cer and a confi -
dential source made arrangements 
to buy cocaine from Cotton. The offi -

cer and confi dential source met with Cotton 
who allegedly sold them a substance that, 
when fi eld tested, indicated a positive result 
for the presence of cocaine. The transactions 
were recorded and videoed by other law en-
forcement members, the report continued.

Man accused of selling cocaine

Randy Cotton



Softball
• I wish we could go back to the old 

days where the girls could play Dixie soft-
ball. They just don’t play to the level of travel 
ball. It seems like such a waste of money to 
send them to a few tournaments, let them 
get clobbered and bring them back home 
downhearted. At least in Dixie, they would 
face teams that are similar to them ... the 
best of the rec ball club -- All Stars. Maybe 
we could actually get tournaments back 
here and raise money for our organization 
again, instead of sending it out of town. Just 
thinking back to the days of sending our girls 
to the world series and what great fun it was 
for them and what an uplifting experience it 
was for them. It seems like we worry about 
the boy’s sports and the girls get left out re-
peatedly. Come on OCRA,  let’s get back to 
the way we used to be ... sometimes change 
is good, but sometimes it is better to go back 
to the way it was because it was just fi ne! 
The girls that really want to be travel ball 
players can do that on their own.

• Look at the high school and team and 
count how many of these girls went to na-
tionals a few years back. Sorta miss those 
days of walking around the park. Dixie nev-
er hurt the performance of these girls and 
it sure would be nice to get some tourneys 
back in town.

Senate Bill 6
• I was wondering just who is in favor 

of this bill. From some online research it 
seems the teachers, school boards, super-
intendents and PTOs all oppose this bill. 
Who does that leave? Those not involved in 
education. I heard a rumor that this bill is 
really about union busting.  Because it takes 
away the teachers union collective bargain-
ing rights, it effectively destroys the unions. 
The teachers unions have never supported 
Republican candidates. So there is suspicion 
that the Republicans want to punish and de-
stroy the teachers unions.

Teen accused of 
shooting at truck

• The police report refl ects what the boys 
had decided to tell them about what hap-
pened. This may or may not be the truth. I 
believe that the boys in the truck need some 
sort of punishment as they were the aggres-
sors here. They went to the boy’s house 
looking to fi ght.

• All the boys in the truck need to also 
be arrested. While two wrongs don’t make 
a right, none of this would have ever hap-
pened if they had not gone looking for trou-
ble. In addition, all the police have to do is 
go to youtube and look under “okee fi ghts” 
and they will see fi rst hand who are the ones 
who get groups together to jump one per-
son --  it’s right there for them to see! The 
police need to stop these groups that are 
banding together to jump on one person.  
It’s all there for them to see- evidence and all 
right on youtube!

Bring in revenue
• It seems that the City and County of 

Okeechobee need to explore ways to get 
more business and recreation dollars fl ow-
ing into our area. I was watching the Sports-
man channel and heard how small towns 
are tapping into the ever growing sport of 
ATV and Off Road recreation. I have noticed 
that on the weekends of the monthly mud-
ding events at L-Cross that the gas stations, 
hotels, KOA, grocery stores are just loaded 
on those days. It would serve our leaders to 
contact the state and see about working with 
them on getting an ORV Park located close 
to our town. The state has collected funds 
from unit purchases since 2003 to invest and 
locate at least fi ve state locations in Florida, 
which have not been opened as of yet.

• Not to try to sound like a tree hugger, 
but there must be better ways to generate 
revenue than destroying the land with ATVs. 
Look at any place they run and you will see 
nothing but rutted, barren, destroyed land. 
This has to contribute to run-off and ero-
sion, not to mention the gas and oil leaked 
in an area. When L-Cross has an event I 
think you may see camping at L-Cross, but 
I doubt there is much more occupancy at 
motels or KOA for that weekend. I think the 
State has two ORV areas, Tate’s Hell ORV 
park and Withlacoochee, and there are sev-
eral private areas as well. Let the ATVers use 
what is already destroyed and don’t destroy 
any more.
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Public Forum/Speak Out
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.
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Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Letter to the editor
Haiti Relief

On behalf of the American Red Cross 
Okeechobee Service Center, we would 
like to thank the residents, businesses and 
schools who so generously donated to the 
Haiti Relief Efforts.

The American Red Cross is a humanitar-
ian organization that provides relief to vic-
tims of disasters and helps people prevent, 
prepare for and respond to emergencies.

Bike Fest
The American Red Cross would like to 

thank Big Mike’s Sports Grille for holding 
a Bike Fest/Poker Run for our Okeecho-
bee Branch on Saturday, March 13. Many 
heartfelt thanks to WOKC, Iron Eagle, Bar-
racuda’s, Happy Hour Tavern and J&S Fish 
Camp for their generous contribution and 
unrelenting support of this event. Also, we 
would like to recognize and thank Harmon 
Bros Entertainment, Steve Cates, Style Stu-
dios, Skip Jack’s, Pueblo Viego Restaurant, 
Tiffany Hurst LMT, Jennifer with Coconut 
Palms Massage and The Clock Restaurant 
for their charitable donations to this event.
Julie Shook
Specialist
American Red Cross

Lotteries
Florida Lottery —  Here are the num-

bers selected Wednesday in the Florida Lottery: 

Cash 3: 1-1-6; Play 4: 0-7-3-4; Fantasy 5: 11-

17-21-25-27; Mega Money: 1-2-4-34 MB 7;

Florida Lotto: 9-10-20-25-27-39 X 4; Power-

ball: 14-20-24-39-49 PB7 x3. Numbers drawn 

Thursday, Cash 3: 0-7-5; Play 4: 3-5-0-6.

Today: Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent 
chance of showers and thunderstorms and 
a high near 82. Winds will be from the west 
southwest between 10 and 15 mph with 
gusts as high as 25 mph.

Tonight: Mostly clear with a low around 
50. Winds will be from the west northwest 
around 5 mph.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Mostly sunny with a high near 

81. Winds will be from the north at 5 to 15 
mph becoming east.

Saturday night: Partly cloudy with a 
low around 58. Winds will be from the east 
between 5 and 10 mph.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy with a high near 
82 and a 50 percent chance of showers with 
thunderstorms possible after 2 p.m. 

Okeechobee Forecast

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

Fun at the fair
Austin Bullock, 6, and Aubrie McWhorter, 6, were having fun feeding the 
animals at the petting zoo at the Okeechobee County Fair.



A C C I D E N T L A W O F F I C E S O F

114 N. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34972

4467-7100

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

School Board honors student
Margaret Ruede-McKane is one of the students who will represent OHS 
in the State Science and Engineering Fair. She received congratulations 
from School Superintendent Dr. Patricia Cooper on March 9 when close 
to 50 Okeechobee students and employees were honored at this month’s 
Okeechobee County School Board meeting.

Special to the Okeechobee News

Lunch time concert
Lauren Fusco sings selections from “Jekyll and Hyde” accompanied by 
Kevin Kinnaird on the piano at the Friday, March 19 “Let’s do lunch” con-
cert at Church of our Saviour Episcopal Church. The fi nal concert in the 
series, entitled “The Young Musician’s Cafe,” will be held at the church on 
Friday, March 25 from 12:10 to 12:40. There will be a country/western duo, 
beginning guitar students and a young pianist from the local area. A brown 
bag lunch will be available after the concert to enjoy in the hall or to take 
with you. Admission is free with a suggested donation of $5 with brown bag 
lunch. For more information call 863-763-4843. The church is located at 200 
N.W. Third St.

Okeechobee News/Diana Whitehall

Kiwanis meeting
The weekly Kiwanis meeting held at the American Le-
gion building had as guest speaker, Dr. Joyce Taylor, a 
trustee of the Florida Kiwanis Division 16. Dr. Taylor is 
pictured with Kiwanis Presiden tJim Vensel. Dr. Taylor 
emphasized in her presentation that children are the 
number one focus of the Florida Kiwanis Foundation. 
She also stated that the district will fi nancially support 
local Kiwanis Key Clubs and service projects such as 
a new Toddler Park by simply applying for grants avail-
able from our district.

Special to the Okeechobee News/Jan Fehrman

Cooking program
The Lifelong Learning Institute at IRSC is offering The Gal-
loping Gourmet, three gourmet cooking classes with tal-
ented cook, Mimi Arnold. Mimi has taught culinary classes 
with Williams-Sonoma and has been working with food 
and cooking most of her life. She will show students how 
to prepare a brunch, lunch, and dinner using local and re-
gional produce s well as allowing tastings. She will also 
demonstrate how to design a creative table setting. The 
classes will be held in the new culinary classroom at the 
IRSC Dixon-Hendry Campus in Okeechobee on Friday, 
April 16, Friday, April 23, and Friday, April 30 from 1 to 3 
p.m. Reservations required by Friday, April 2. Call Laura 
Kelly at 772-462-7880 to reserve or for more information.



Emmett W. Campbell, 80
OKEECHOBEE — Emmett W. Campbell, age 

80, of Okeechobee, passed away March 24, 
2010, at Raulerson Hospital.

Born March 3, 1930, in Vigo, Ind., to James 
and Lois Campbell he came to Okeechobee 
from Indiana in 1985. He was a railroad agent. 
Mr. Campbell proudly served our country in the 
U.S. Air Force. He was a member of the First 
United Methodist Church and the Elks of Okee-
chobee.

Mr. Campbell is survived by his wife, Lois 
Campbell; three sons, David Campbell (Gale) of 
Evansville, Ind., Garry Campbell (Olga) of Cy-
press, Texas, and Randy Campbell (Veronica) of 
Dallas, Texas; daughter, Kathy Caine of Green-
wood, Ind.; six grandchildren; seven great-
grandchildren; brother, James Campbell of Hilo, 
Hawaii; and sister, Ruth Owen of Las Vegas, 
Nev.

Memorial services will be 6 p.m. Friday, March 
26, 2010, at Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home 
with Pastor Bruce Simpson offi ciating.

Memorials may be made to First United 
Methodist Church.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

Janie P. Key, 72
CANAL POINT — Janie P. Key, age 72, of Ca-

nal Point and formerly of Okeechobee, passed 
away March 23, 2010, at her home.

Born July 18, 1937, in Okeechobee to the late 
Arval Leroy and Lillian Florence Sullivan she 
was a lifetime resident of the Glades. She was a 
Teacher’s Aide at Glades Day in Belle Glade.  
She was a member of the Canal Point Baptist 
Church. She enjoyed cleaning the church and 
made sure it was polished from top to bottom.

Mrs. Key is survived by her husband of over 40 
years, William O. Key; children, Joel Pilcher of 
Georgia, Janis Stevens (Jake) of Okeechobee, 
Shelia Sanchez (Pete) of Canal Point and David 
Key (Gaye) of Belle Glade; 13 grandchildren, Ja-
mie, Debbi Jo, Brandi, Jacob, Troy, Joseph, Da-
nielle, Jose, Jayna, Joshua, Anthony, Caroline 
and Alyssa; fi ve great-grandchildren, Jessie, Na-
than, Josie, Tennyson and Arianna; two broth-
ers, Kenneth Sullivan of Okeechobee and David 
Sullivan of South Carolina.

She was preceded in death by her son, Jimmy 
Pilcher.

Visitation will be 4 to 7 p.m. Friday, March 26, 
at Canal Point Baptist Church. Funeral services 
will be 10 a.m. March 27, at Canal Point Baptist 
Church with Pastor Jerry Stone and Pastor Doug 
Nicholson offi ciating. Interment will follow at 
Port Mayaca Cemetery.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

Lois Evelyn Gray, 77
OKEECHOBEE — Lois Evelyn Gray, age 77, of 

Okeechobee, passed away March 25, 2010, in 
the Hamrick Home.

Born Dec. 10, 1932, in Nampa, Idaho, to Wil-
liam and Helen Root she was a bookkeeper 
having come to Okeechobee from Idaho in 
1962. She was a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Okeechobee. She was active in the 
First Baptist Church and helped with the build-
ing fund. She enjoyed working on genealogy.

Mrs. Gray is survived by her husband of 57 
years, William Earl Gray Jr. of Okeechobee; two 
daughters, Sandra Paradise (Gary) of Tavares 
and Valynda Kingsley (Dennis) of Queenstown, 
Md.; two sons, Scott Gray (Sandy) of Chattanoo-
ga, Tenn., and Gareth Mark of Washington; two 
sisters; one brother; nine grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren.

Memorial services will be 6:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 26, 2010, at First Baptist Church of Okee-
chobee with Pastor Randy Huckabee offi ciating.

Memorials may be made to First Baptist 
Church for Haiti Relief.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd St, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

Louise Miller, 80
OKEECHOBEE — Louise Miller, age 80, of 

Okeechobee, passed away March 24, 2010, in 
Okeechobee.

Born Sept. 2, 1929, in Alabama she was hair-
dresser and landscaper. She came to Okeecho-
bee from Georgia in 
2000. She was a 
member of the First 
Baptist Church of 
Okeechobee.

Mrs. Miller is sur-
vived by her hus-
band of 33 years, 
James D. Miller of 
Okeechobee; three 
daughters, Audrey 
Parker Kemp (Bill J.) 
of Edmond, Okla., 
Darlene Parker of Okeechobee, Jennie Marie 
Thomas (Larry) of New Smyrna; two sons, Ed-
ward D. Parker of Gainesville and James D. Mill-
er, Jr. (Linda J.) of Leesburg; brothers, Homer 
Eugene McCollum, Raleigh McCollum and Mack 
McCollum all of Ellijay, Ga.; seven grandchil-
dren; ten great-grandchildren and six great great 
grandchildren.

Visitation will be 1 p.m. until services at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, March 28, at First Baptist Church. Pas-
tor Randy Huckabee will offi ciate. Interment will 
be in Ellijay, Georgia.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

Theodore ‘Ted’ Weygant, 82
OKEECHOBEE — Theodore “Ted” Weygant, 

died Tuesday, March 23, 2010, in Raulerson 
Hospital. He was 82. 

Born September 18, 1927 in Manhattan, N.Y., 
Mr. Weygant had 
been a resident of 
Okeechobee since 
1985.  

Ted played profes-
sional baseball in his 
youth, served in the 
United States Army, 
then became an 
electrician by trade.  
He was also a well-
versed history buff.  
A devout Catholic 
and avid 
sports fan, Ted never missed a Yankee 
game, a Dolphin game, or Sunday Mass. 

He was preceded in death by his wives, Cor-
nelia Weygant and Marie Weygant; and son, 
Sean Weygant.  

He is survived by his daughter, Sheila Walling 
of Grand Junction, Colo.; son, Michael Wey-
gant; and grandson, Joshua Weygant, both liv-
ing in Germany; brothers, Dave Weygant and 
Jack Weygant of Lake Placid; sisters, Joan Lons-
chein of Ft. Lauderdale and Mary Waldman of 
Rhode Island; three stepdaughters, Theresa 
Cline of Okeechobee, Carol Schecher of Port 
Orange and Linda Cline of Wrightstown, N.J.; 
and a stepson, Kenny Shiffl ett of Orlando.  

Visitation will be 10 a.m. with Mass to begin at 
11 a.m. Friday, March 26, at Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church, with Father Hugh Duffy offi ciating. 
Interment will be at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, March 
27, at Our Lady Queen of Heaven Cemetery, 
North Lauderdale.
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Obituaries
Obituaries should be submitted to

the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Sign guestbooks at
http://www.legacy.com

School Board to conduct 
Public Hearing

The Okeechobee County School Board 
will conduct a public hearing on participa-
tion in the Indian Education Formula Grant 
on Friday, March 26, at 9 a.m. in Room 301 
of the Okeechobee County School Board Of-
fi ce, 700 S.W. Second Avenue. The purpose 
of the meeting is to explain the goals of the 
2010-11 Indian Formula Grant and activities 
associated with the Title VII program. Any 
questions or comments please contact Les-
lie Lundy at 863-462-5000, ext 259.

Gospel Sing planned
Seventh Day Adventist Church, 912 N.W. 
Park St., is sponsoring a Gospel Sing featur-
ing Peggy Arthur and Saved By Grave on 
Friday Night, March 26 at 7:30 p.m.  

Testing planned for ham 
radio licenses at EOC

Testing for ham radio operator licenses 
will be held at the Okeechobee Emergency 
Operations Center, 499 N.W. Fifth Avenue, 
(in the old hospital building, next door to 
the Okeechobee Sheriff ’s Offi ce) on Satur-
day, March 27 at 10 a.m. For information, 
contact Harold Hilliard (WB4TOV) at 863-
763-5337 or 863-634-2340.

Eagles hold State Picnic
Members of the Cypress Hut Eagles are 

invited to the Fraternal Order of the Eagles 
State Picnic on Saturday, March 27, from 
1–5 p.m. Hot dogs, hamburgers, sausage, 
smoked turkey, baked beans, cole slaw, po-
tato salad, macaroni salad and dessert avail-
able. 50/50 drawings, state ways and means 
table and music by Michaels Memories are 
planned. 

Rotary to hold annual 
L.O.S.T. ride

Rotary Club of Okeechobee is having 
their seventh Annual L.O.S.T. Ride-Run-Walk 
Event on Saturday, March 27. Registration 
is from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. at Scott Driver Boat 
Ramp. Registration fee is $20/adult and $15/
children 10 & under and children 5 and 
under are free. Bicyclists may choose to 
ride round-trip courses of 12, 20, 40 or 54 
miles. Runners and walkers will follow a 5K 
course. For more information or download-
able registration forms visit: www.Okeecho-
beeRotary.org.

Benefi t tourney for 
lost fi shermen

A benefi t tourney for the family of Al 
and John Reed who died fi shing on Lake 
Okeechobee on Sept. 5, 2009 will be held on 
March 27, out of Okee-Tantie Park. Seventy 
percent will be paid out to the top 7 tourna-
ment weights with the remaining 30 percent 
to the family (Julie, Josh, Jessica). In addi-
tion, boat and equipment sales will be fea-
tured at the tournament. Entry fees will be 
$100 per team plus $10 for big fi sh fund. En-
tries should be mailed to Larry Steele, 1020 
S.E. Buttonwood Circle, Stuart, FL 34997. 
Entries at the ramp are welcome with cash 
only. Tournament will begin at safe daylight 
and end at 1 p.m.

Community Events



2008

Monday–Friday
8am–8pm
Saturday
9am–5pm

Se Habla Español

SHELBY
& ROUSH

MUSTANGS
IN STOCK!

CALL NOW!
5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce • 1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1 • Ft. Pierce 461-6000
CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673)

“From Our Family To Yours For Over 75 Years.”

Your Internet Representative Hank Basile at Sunrise-Ford.com
*Based on 2009 Ford Motor Company actual sales data for total new retail vehicle sales registrations for the 4-county

area of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties. Rates shown for 60 months WAC.

#1 VOLUME FORD DEALER ON THE TREASURE COAST!**

SPORT TRAC
& EXPLORER

18 TO CHOOSE 36 TO CHOOSE 60 TO CHOOSE 16 TO CHOOSE

NEW 2010 FORD NEW 2010 FORD NEW 2010 FORD NEW 2010 FORD

F-150 -F-350

UTILITY BODY,
AUTO., V8, A/C,
CLEAN WORK-
READY TRUCK,
#P3702

VALUE
PRICED CASH

$4,990

‘98 CHEVY
2500 REG CAB

4 DR., V6, AUTO.,
CLEAN, SAFETY
INSPECTED,
WHITE, #10108A

‘02 FORD RANGER
SUPERCAB

V8, AUTO., RINO
LINER, BRIGHT
RED, #9501A

‘04 FORD F-150
SUPERCAB STX

ALL PWR., 5 SPD.,
ONLY 33K MI.,
1 OWNER, SILVER,
GREAT TOW
VEHICLE, LIKE
NEW! #10190A

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$10,990

‘03 JEEP LIBERTY
RENEGADE 4X4

V8, ALL PWR.,
CHROME ALLOYS
& MORE, BLACK,
TAN LTHR.,
#10014A

‘05 FORD
EXPLORER LTD

DESERT RUNNER
PKG., EXTRA CAB,
V6, AUTO.,
ALLOYS, EXTRA
CLEAN, HURRY!
#P3671B

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$11,880

‘04 NISSAN
FRONTIER XE

ALL PWR., TRITON
V8, TOW PKG.,
BEIGE/MATCHING
CAMPER,
IMMACULATE!
#10312A

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$13,735

‘04 FORD F-150
SUPERCAB XLT

EXTRA CLEAN,
AUTO., A/C, CD,
GAS SIPPER,
ONLY 14K MI.,
WARRANTY, BLUE,
#P3585

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$13,995

‘08 FORD
FOCUS COUPE

V6, 5 SPD., SPORT
STRIPES, ONLY
31K MI., SILVER,
#9032A

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$14,489

‘06 FORD
MUSTANG COUPE

GLASS ROOF,
AUTO., ALL PWR.,
ALLOYS, BLUE,
ONLY 18K MI.,
#10290A

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$14,980

‘08 SCION
TC COUPE

CLEAN 1 OWNER
TRADE, ONLY 25K
MI., ALL PWR.,
TITANIUM
METALLIC,
#10174A

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$14,995

‘07 FORD 500
SEDAN SEL

AUTO., TRAIL
RATED V6, ONLY
27K MI., ALL
PWR., LIKE NEW,
BLACK, #P3640

SELL-OFF
PRICED

$15,999

‘07 JEEP LIBERTY
SPORT 4X4

VALUE
PRICED CASH

$7,750 VALUE
PRICED CASH

$10,559

VALUE
PRICED CASH

$10,999

MUSTANG MANIA &
SUPER DUTY SELL-OFF!

FUSION
& FOCUS

EDGE
& ESCAPE

25 TO CHOOSE20 TO CHOOSE

NEW 2010 FORD
MUSTANG COUPE

NEW 2010 FORD
SUPER DUTY 4X4

MSRP........................$23,240
Factory Rebates ........$2,000
Dealer Discount ............$701

$20,539FINAL
PRICE

MSRP........................$37,435
Factory Rebates ........$4,000
Dealer Discount ..........$1,636

$31,779FINAL
PRICE

AUTO., V6,
PWR. WIN./LKS.,
CD & MORE! #10576

AUTO., POWER EQUIP.
GRP., XL PLUS & DECOR
PKGS., TRAILER TOW
& MORE! #10041

SAVE $2,700 SAVE $5,656

0%
APR 1.9%

APR

7Okeechobee NewsMarch 26, 2010



The 2009 – 2010 Medical Information Guide is available online at 

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

Caring for Those You Care About

120 BEDS

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

316 NW 5th St • Okeechobee
863-467-6399 • Lic # NR30211249

Home Care 
In Your Home

1 Hour Per Day up to 24 Hours a Day

• Live In
• Companions
• C.N.A.

SSShhiirrlleeyy’’ss
PPeerrssoonnaall  CCaarree  SSeerrvviicceess,,  IInncc..

Bonded & Insured

PERSONAL CARE

http://specialsections.newszap.com

Jay S. Berger, M.D., MPH

Okeechobee Medical Park
1713 Hwy 441 North, Suite D

(863) 467-1117
(on the south side of the OLD rodeo grounds

across the street from the hospital)

Specializing in
Complete Adult

Healthcare

INTERNAL MEDICINE

The Key to a Successful
Business is

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

Optical Gallery
763-4334

763-3403357-4899
Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and
Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract

Microsurgery
Diabetic Eye Exams

Glaucoma Evaluation & Treatment
State of the Art Complete 

Optical Laboratory
Eyeglasses and Contact

Lenses

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye

Physician & Surgeon

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

Call 763-3134 today!
AAddvveerr tt iissiinngg!!

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.
Specializing in:

Adult & Pediatric
Urology

Bladder & Kidney Infections
Impotence/Implants

No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.
Okeechobee 

(863) 763-0217

Board Certified In Urology

UROLOGY

Big Lake Cancer Center
Ramesh Kumar, MD William Crook, MD Julie Santelli, MD

Registration 11:00 -11:30 am.
Guest Speakers and Program 11:30am-12:30pm

Lunch and refreshments provided. 

Limited seating. Reservations call 863-467-9500

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Friday, March 5th, 12th and 26th
Big Lake Cancer Center 

1115 N. Parrott Ave Okeechobee

FREE Patient Education 
Seminar Series

“Know the Facts About 
Twice a Day Radiation for Cancer!”

Followed by a Q&A on ANY issues regarding cancer and

cancer treatment

Arthur Haspel, DPM
Board Certified Podiatrist

Announces the relocation of his practice

916 WN Park St.

863.467.0959

Most Insurance Accepted • “Opted Out of Medicare”

At the Douglas Chiropractic Center

Hours by appointment

PODIATRIST
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ENDOCRINOLOGY

202 NE 2nd Ave., 
Ste. 3 & 4, Okeechobee

(863) 467-2159

Gabriel 
Guerrero, M.D.

Endocrinology
Internal Medicine

• Residency in Internal Medicine at the 
University of Miami

• Fellowship in Endocrinology, Diabetes and 
Metabolism at the University of Miami

• Board Certified in Endocrinology, 
Diabetes and Metabolism

• Board Certified in Internal Medicine
"Specialized in the care of

Diabetes, Thyroid, Cholesterol,
Osteosporosis and other

Endocrinologic conditions”

Bob and Fran did it as a team! 

It has been proven that dieting is 30% more

effective when you are dieting with a partner. 

So bring a friend or spouse in and take 

advantage of our 

Free Medical Cost for March!

HEALTH

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.www.tcdermatology.com

FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY THE 
AMERICAN BOARD OF DERMATOLOGY

Okeechobee
863-467-9555
Vero Beach

772-778-7782

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

DERMATOLOGY

Joint Commission Accredited

• Anesthesiology 
• Gastroenterology 
• General Surgery 
• Gynecology 

• Ophthalmology 
• Oral Surgery
• Orthopedics
• Otolaryngology (ENT)

• Pain Management
• Plastic Surgery 
• Podiatry
• Urology 

1655 Hwy. 441 North, Okeechobee, Fl 34972
(863) 357-6220 • Fax (863) 357-6230

Estb. 1999

SURGERY CENTERMRI

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN MRI

115 NE
3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

Better Hearing Starts Today!

Call
(863) 467-5333

Hearing Care Centers

3545 Hwy 441 S • Okeechobee

FREE
Hearing Aid
Cleanings

All Makes

HEARING CARE CENTER
We Love toWe Love to Care!Care!

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility
1646 U.S. Highway 441 North  

863-763-2226Five-Star Rated
�����

Family Owned & Operated, OHFC has been
Providing Care to Elderly Citizens of Okeechobee
and Surrounding Counties Since December 1984
• Long-Term Nursing Care Available

7 Days a Week/24 Hours a Day
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s  

Memory Care Wing
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Rehab, Physical, Occupational, 

Speech and Out-Patient Therapies
Stimulating & Fun Daily Activities

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME

Hours: Mon. & Sun. Closed
Tues. - Fri. 9am - 3pm • Sat. 10am - 3pm
Call (863) 357-0057 for More Information

3D/4D
ULTRASOUND 

By Appointment Only 

101 NW 5th Street (Next to 5th Street Pharmacy) • Okeechobee 

Picture Me Perfect
Come see your baby’s first debut!

Walk-Ins Welcome for 
Gender Determination Only at 

16 weeks & up

Jackson Diagnostic Imaging, Inc.

3D - 4D ULTRASOUND
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The Gathering
A Church of Restoration

Sunday 10:30am

Children’s Church & Nursery Provided

1735 SW 24th Ave • 357-4418
www.thegatheringchurch.us

“Care and Share” Groups
Throughout the week

Come As You Are

To add your church to our listings, contact us at 

863-763-3134 or email: okeeadsales@newszap.com

Okeechobee Christian
Church

Non-Denominational

3055 SE 18th Terrace 
(Corner of Charles Harvey Highway and SE 18th Terr.) 

You’re Invited
Easter Sunrise Service

Sunday, April 4th, 7:30am - 8:30am
followed by a 

Continental Breakfast 8:30am - 9:30am
Bible Study 9:30 - 10:30am
Worship Service 10:30am

(863) 467-7858
Minister Jim McCutchen

NON-DENOMINATIONALCHURCH OF CHRIST

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Okeechobee Church of Christ
1401 South Parrott Ave. 
Okeechobee, Fl 34974

Sunday Morning Bible Study: 9:30 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 A.M.
Sunday Evening Worship:  6:00 P.M. 

Monday - Wednesday Nights:   7:00 P.M. 

We have no head but Jesus. 
We have no creed but the New Testament. 
We speak where the Bible  speaks 
and silent where the Bible is silent 

EVERYONE WELCOME!

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

“Your Place of Destiny” - Jeremiah 29:11

3666 E. Hwy 70 • Okeechobee
(Old Elks Lodge)

(863) 357-2264
Bishop Robert J. Banks, Jr., Pastor

Sunday School - 9am
Sunday Worship - 10am
Tues. & Thurs. - 7:30pm

Prayer Service, Tues. & Thurs. 6:30pm - 7:30pm
Nursery Available at All Services

Office Hours:
Mon. 9am - 12 noon

Tues. - Fri. 9am - 5pm

PENECOSTAL

Add your
church to our
listings today!

Contact us at 

863-763-3134 
or email:

okeeadsales@newszap.com

Abundant Blessings
Palm Sunday Tent Service 

March 28, 2010 •10:30 am 
“Trust Quartet”

Will be ministering with Southern
Gospel music for Easter.

COME SEE LIVE 
Jesus Triumphal Entry 

For more information call 
Abundant Blessings Church

4550 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL
(863) 763-3736
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man was arrested Sun-
day for allegedly breaking into a local fl ea 
market and making off with an empty mon-
ey bag while a woman slept in his car.

Randy Ryan Ramirez, 28, N.E. Ninth Lane, 
was charged March 21 with the felonies of 
burglary of a structure and two counts of at-
tempted burglary. He was also charged with 
the misdemeanors of petit theft and posses-
sion of marijuana under 20 grams.

He was booked into the Okeechobee 
County Jail under a bond of $5,500.

Arrested with Ramirez was a 27-year-old 
woman charged with the misdemeanors of 
possession of marijuana under 20 grams 
and possession of drug paraphernalia. Her 
bond was set at $500.

An arrest report by Deputy Sergeant Shan-
non Peterson of the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) stated that Ramirez 
was arrested shortly after he broke into the 
Trading Post Flea Market, on U.S. 441 S., and 
took a money bag. The money bag, added 
the report, was empty.

The report went on to 
state that he apparently 
tried to burglarize two 
other businesses inside the 
fl ea market.

During a search of his 
vehicle, Sgt. Peterson stat-
ed that 8 grams of a green 
leafy substance was found. 

That substance was fi eld 
tested and indicated a posi-

tive result for the presence of marijuana.
Sgt. Peterson’s report went on to state 

that about 1 gram of a green leafy substance 
was found in a purse belonging to the wom-
an, who was reportedly asleep in a vehicle 
belonging to Ramirez. 

When that substance was fi eld tested it 
indicated a positive result for the presence 
of marijuana.

A screen, stated the report, had been 
removed from an offi ce window and it ap-
peared that someone had tried to pry open 
an offi ce window.

The sergeant’s report added that when 
Ramirez was arrested, a screwdriver was 
found in his pocket.

Alleged burglar gets 
empty money bag

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee High School 
student was arrested after he was 
accused of “beating up” a pregnant 
woman and would not allow her to 
call for help.

Erick Philipea McQueen, 18, 
S.E. Eighth St., was arrested Mon-
day, March 22, on felony charges of 
false imprisonment and aggravated 
battery on a pregnant person. He was also 
charged with the misdemeanors of domes-
tic battery and criminal mischief.

McQueen was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail under a bond of $43,000.

An arrest report by Offi cer Belen Reyna 
of the Okeechobee City Police Department 

(OCPD) stated that McQueen went 
to a former girlfriend’s apartment 
around 2 a.m. Monday and an argu-
ment ensued. During the argument, 
McQueen reportedly punched her in 
the arms, face and legs, threw her 
about a room and kneed the woman 
in the stomach, continued the report.

Offi cer Reyna’s report states that 
the woman is two months pregnant 
with McQueen’s child.

According to the report, the wom-
an had bruises and marks about her head 
and body.

The woman allegedly told the offi cer 
that she was unable to call for help because 
McQueen wouldn’t allow her to use the 
phone.

Teen accused of beating 
up pregnant ex-girlfriend

A man and a juvenile were arrested and 
charged with burglary after the victim’s son 
gave chase on foot and later identifi ed the 
two suspects to deputies. Mitchell Arthur 
Dean, 18, S.E. 21st Court, and Wayne Millerd 
Bearden III, 17, S.E. 23rd Court, were both 
arrested Thursday, March 25, on a felony 
charge of burglary. Dean was booked into 
the Okeechobee County Jail under a bond 
of $2,500. Bearden was booked into the 
county jail then released into the custody of 
his mother. An arrest report by Deputy Max 
Waldron of the Okeechobee County Sher-

iff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), Deputy Robbie Lamb 
stopped a 1998 red Chevrolet in the 1500 
block of S.E. 40th Ave. after the driver had 
failed to stop at a stop sign. Deputy Waldron 
responded to the scene to back up his fel-
low deputy. The vehicle was reportedly be-
ing driven by Dean. While at the traffi c stop 
OCSO dispatch alerted deputies about a 
burglary in progress on S.E. 38th Terrace, 
so Deputy Waldron responded because he 
was close to the scene. While en route to the 
scene he was notifi ed that the victim’s son 
was chasing the suspect on foot.

Victim’s son helps nab alleged burglars

Randy 
Ramirez

Erick
McQueen



Many newspaper aggre-
ssively push the opinions
of their publishers or cor-
porate owners.

But we don’t think it’s
our place to tell people
what to think, or to try to
control public opinion.
Our editors insist on pur-
poseful neutrality. We try
to report the news fairly
and facilitate a fair but
vigorous discussion of
public issues.

We are proud to be jour-
nalists, not power bro-
kers. And we’re proud to
understand the differ-
ence.

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com
or calling your editor.

Community 
Service Through

Journalism

We report, We report, 
but YOUbut YOU
decidedecide

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., 
Mark Leach, R-PA , Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, 
and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge 
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will 
provide you with high quality medical and cosmetic skin 
care services in a personal and caring environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology 

• Acne  • Psoriasis  • Eczema

• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders    

• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery

• Skin Allergies and Rashes  

• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments 

• Evolence®    • Botox®   

• Juvéderm TM
   • Radiesse®  

• Restylane®   • Perlane®  

• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:

• Hair  • Moles 

• Brown Spots  • Warts 

• Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

Ted Shiff, M.D.   Dwayne Montie, D.O.  Mark Leach, R-PA  Sharon Barrineau, ARNP  John Minni, D.O.   
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A YMCA in Okeechobee?
A Steering Committee made up of local 

business and community leaders is working 
hard to build a YMCA in Okeechobee. This 
committee is chaired by local realtor Bran-
don Tucker of the Tucker Group. The com-
mittee has established an initial goal of rais-
ing $45,000 to fund two important needs: 
1) a community-wide needs assessment to 
test the question, does Okeechobee need 
and can it support a YMCA facility, programs 
and services? and 2) a scholarship fund for 
underprivileged Okeechobee children to 
help them attend YMCA summer camp in 
Okeechobee in 2010.

To date, the committee has raised 
$30,045.00—67 percent of its goal. A loca-
tion for the camp is being fi nalized and will 
be announced shortly. 

“We have a few short months before 

school ends and summer camp programs 
begin” said John Lass, President/CEO of the 
YMCA of the Treasure Coast. Steering Com-
mittee members and other volunteers are 
working hard to increase community aware-
ness for this project. Teresa Chandler, AVP 
and regional marketing Director for Seacoast 
Bank is leading efforts for a YMCA Family Fun 
Day in Okeechobee on March 27. 

Show support for a YMCA in Okeecho-
bee and have fun as a family at the same 
time! There will be pony rides, a bounce 

house, dunk tank, motorcycle show, swamp 

buggy show, shine and show open class car 

show, hula hoop contest, airboat show, fi re 

truck demonstrations, child fi nger printing 

and more! Remember all monies raised in 

Okeechobee stays in Okeechobee!

For information on YMCA Fun Day in 

Okeechobee, please call Teresa Chandler, 

YMCA Board Member and Chair of the 

YMCA Family Fun Day Planning Committee 

at 863-697-6819.

YMCA Fun Day event planned for this Saturday

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

An 11-year-old boy who played with 
matches might have started a brush fi re that 
gutted about a half acre at 7265 N.W. 30th 
Street on Saturday, Okeechobee County Fire 
Rescue reported.

Lt. Robert Banfi eld said the brush fi re 
burned near some structures but the struc-
tures were not damaged.

Two units and four fi remen were on the 
scene for about one hour. The Division of 
Forestry assisted in the blaze. About 250 gal-
lons of water was used.

Tuesday, a 1986 Chevrolet Monte Carlo 
was destroyed after it caught fi re in the 
Okeechobee High School Parking lot.

A fi re report from Lt. Robert Mears said 
a passerby noticed fl ames coming out from 
under the vehicle, and told the driver to exit 
the vehicle.

About $5,000 in property damage was 
done as the vehicle was ruled a total loss, 
Mears said.

The parking lot suffered minor damage. 
About 300 gallons of water was used. Fire-
men were on the scene for about one hour.

11-year old might 
have started fi re

Special to the Okeechobee News/Teresa Chandler
Members of the YMCA Committee and others gather before the big YMCA Fam-
ily Fun Day event planned for this Saturday including, Teresa Chandler, JD Mix-
on, Chaka Smith, Greg Thogersen, Ted Kelchner, Brandon Tucker and Children, 
Keith Walpole, John Lass, Shawn Keil and Allison Chandler.

The Freedom Outreach Fishing Tour-
nament, series III, will be held March 28, 
April 25, May 30, June 27, July 25 and Aug. 
29. The $80 cash entry fee for each tour-
nament in the series includes the Big Fish 
Pot and the Classic Fund, with a 70 per-
cent payback. All tournaments are held 
at Scott Driver park from safe light until 2 
p.m. with Taylor Creek as the alternate in 
case of low water. Please register early. To 
get an entry application or for questions, 
call 863-634-3790 or 863-634-9889.

Freedom Outreach holding 
Fishing Tournament



“2010” BRIGHTON JR. MISS PRINCESS

We would like to Congratulate our 
daughter Cheyenne for winning 
the pageant on February 18, 2010. 

She did a wonderful job and we are very 
proud of her and her accomplishment. 

We Love You, ShyGirl. Love, Mom, 
Dad, Courtney, Daniel Jr. and Joleyne.

CHEYENNE BLAKE NUNEZ
ACHIEVEMENT

Fri., March 26
7PM

Sat., March 27
7PM

Sun., March 28
3PM

The Okeechobee Community Choir
in its 12th year Under the Direction of Sandy Perry, Will Present the 

Easter Cantata
Praise the Lord of Resurrection

Along With an Easter Drama, Men's Ensemble,  Ave Maria/I Believe, 
Other Seasonal Favorites, & Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus,

Where Audience Participation is Encouraged

The 50 Voices Comprising This Season’s Choir Represent Singers from
Sixteen local Churches who began rehearsing in February.  Selections 
will be accompanied on a 1945 Reuter Pipe Organ or Grand Piano. 

Michael Hayes, Accompanist  Nicolle Wood, Narrator    Sheila Brown, Sound

Love Offering Will Be Taken to Defer Expenses       Questions? Call 634-7714

NO ADMISSION TICKETS Will Be Distributed or Required. 
First Come, First Seated Until Room Capacity is Reached. 

Presented at 
The First United  Methodist Church  • 200 NW 2nd Ave.

“Our Focus Is To Make You Comfortable”

St. Lic. CACO29420

467-1545*Based on capacity & efficiency ratings. 
**Tax Credit up to $1,500.

Between the rebates 
&& the tax breaks

You may need
a Bigger jar

**Offer expires 6/30/2010 *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for
more information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment. © 2010 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer
for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. Starts April 1, 2010

up

to

up

to

up

to

Total*

+

$1,000
$1,200
$1,500
$3,700

Serving the entire lake area for 25 years

FPL

Rebate

Lennox

Rebate**

Tax

Credit**
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Sandra Pearce

Grand Champion County Bred Steer
Okeechobee County 4-H and FFA members showed animals in the Okeecho-
bee County Livestock Show last week during the Okeechobee County Fair, 
at the Agri-Civic Center. The Grand Champion County Bred Steer was raised 
by Taylor Pearce.

Special to the Okeechobee News/Sandra Pearce

Reserve Grand Champion County Bred Steer
The Reserve Grand County Bred Steer at the 2010 Okeechobee County Live-
stock Show as raised by Nat Stratton. The Livestock Show was held last 
week as part of the Okeechobee County Fair, at the Agri-Civic Center.



Petting zoo
The petting zoo at the 
Okeechobee County 
Fair included kanga-
roos, yaks and even 
a zebra, but 4-year-
old Aubrey Cook 
was more interest-
ed in the cute baby 
goats. The county 
fair closed Sunday, 
March 21.

EMBARQ is now CenturyLink.

Direct connection
to our network that is 100%  
yours, 100% of the time.

Go consistently fast
all day, every day.

2 years. 1 price.
The price you sign up  
for is the price you pay.

Call 866.948.6104  
Click centurylink.com/highspeed

CenturyLinkTM 
High-Speed Internet

a month when 
you bundle*

Consistent speed 
all day, every day.  

Para oír ofertas en español 
marque al 866.948.6104.

*Offer ends 3/31/2010. Offer applies to new Residential High-Speed Internet activations only. The listed High-Speed Internet monthly rate of $14.95 requires a 24-month term agreement (after which the rate reverts to the then-current standard rate) and subscription to CenturyLink™ Unlimited Calling plan. Listed rate applies to up to 768 Kbps High-Speed Internet service. An 
additional monthly fee (including professional installation, if applicable) will apply to customer’s modem or router. Terms and Conditions – Residential customers only. All products and services listed on this form are governed by tariffs, terms of service, or terms and conditions posted at www.centurylink.com (“Website”), incorporated here, and provided to customer by the CenturyLink local operating company 
serving their location. Taxes, fees, and surcharges – Applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges include a Carrier Universal Service charge, National Access Fee surcharge, a one-time High-Speed Internet activation fee, state and local fees that vary by area and certain in-state surcharges. Cost recovery fees are not taxes or government-required charges for use. Taxes, fees, and surcharges apply based on standard monthly, not 
promotional, rates. Call 866.960.7089 for a listing of applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges. General – Services and offers not available everywhere. CenturyLink may change or cancel services or substitute similar services at its sole discretion without notice. Offer, plans, and stated rates are subject to change and may vary by service area. Requires credit approval and deposit may be required. Additional restrictions apply. 
Monthly Rate – Monthly rate applies while customer subscribes to all qualifying services. If one (1) or more services is cancelled, the standard monthly fee will apply to each remaining service. High-Speed Internet (HSI) – Early termination will result in customer being responsible for payment of the applicable monthly recurring service fee multiplied by the number of months remaining in the minimum service period, up 
to $200. Professional installation of modem or router kits is available for an additional monthly fee. Performance will vary due to conditions outside of network control and no speed is guaranteed. Consistent speed claim as well as claim that your connection to CenturyLink’s network is 100% yours is based on CenturyLink providing HSI subscribers with a dedicated, virtual-circuit connection to the CenturyLink central office. 
Unlimited Calling – Applies to one (1) residential phone line with direct-dial local and nationwide voice calling, designated calling features, and unlimited nationwide long distance services; excludes commercial use, dial-up Internet connections, data service, facsimile, conference lines, directory and operator assistance, chat lines, pay-per-call, calling card use, or multi-housing units. International calling billed separately 
at rates listed at Website. To receive long distance plan rates, customer must choose Embarq Long Distance, Inc. as their IntraLATA and InterLATA toll carrier. ©2010 CenturyTel, Inc. All Rights Reserved. The name CenturyLink and the pathways logo are trademarks of CenturyTel, Inc. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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Fundraiser to benefi t KOA Kids Care Camp
A spaghetti dinner will be held at Good Spirits Lounge 245 

Hwy. 441 S.E. on Wednesday, March 31, from 6-9 p.m. Dinners 

are $5. Eat in or take out. Proceeds go to KOA Kids Care Camp.

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken

Children of the corn
Some of the younger visitors to the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Fair enjoyed an old fashioned activity—playing in the 
corn. A large bin of corn was placed in the Exhibition 
Hall and the youngsters were welcome to dive in. At-
tempting to make “corn angels” were (top) Shelby Al-
britton, 5, (middle) Taylor McQuade, 2 1/2 and (bottom) 
Cody Albritton, 2 1/2.

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken

Horse events at the county fair
The 4-H Bits and Spurs Horse Club’s equestrian drill 
team was among those competing in horse events at the 
Okeechobee County Fair on March 20. Left to right are 
Hanah Sadler, Alex Heatley, Sierra Weaver and Aubrey 
Wojcieszak.

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The good news to come out of the Thurs-
day, March 25 meeting of Okeechobee 
County Commissioners is that the county 
will soon have a new employer, possibly 
two.

In these hard economic times Okeecho-
bee County Commissioners had the unex-
pected dilemma of choosing between two 
businesses who were competing for the 
same vacant county incubator building. 

“We tried to get them both,” said county 
administrator Lyndon Bonner. However, he 
said they were mutually exclusive in their 
needs.

The incubator building was built with 
grant money and is designed to be used for 
start up businesses to lease for up to fi ve 
years at reduced rates until the business gets 
going. It is divided into three sections. One 
of those sections is currently being used by 
the sheriff ’s offi ce for storage. 

Applied Bio Technologies and Fengu 
American Mushrooms both wanted to rent 
space. Applied Bio Technologies supples 
commercial and municipal water treatment 
products. Fengu American Mushrooms in-
tends to build and operate large scale indoor, 
climate controlled, high tech and completely 
“green” mushroom farms.

Applied Bio Technologies, which only 
wanted to rent one section of the incubator 
building, will eventually employ ten people. 
The company plans to provide water treat-
ment service to south and central Florida.

Fengu wanted to rent the entire building, 
However, in order to grow mushrooms, the 
entire building would have to be remod-
elled. Since the mushrooms are grown at a 
temperature of between 65 and 67 degrees, 
large areas of the building now devoted to 
warehouse space would have to be air con-
ditioned.

Growing mushrooms would require a 
large amount of water and the owner was 
considering drilling a well. Mr. Bonner said 
there were a number of problems with a 
well including environmental issues. The 

county would be responsible for the permit 
for the well. He said there were too many 
unknowns in dealing with Fengu. Also he 
added that the county would have to rent 
storage space for the sheriff ’s offi ce. He 
recommended going with Applied Bio Tech-
nologies. 

Kathy Scott, interim director of the indus-
trial park, who had worked with both appli-
cants, was concerned with totally remodel-
ling the building and then the business not 
surviving. At any rate, in fi ve years the build-
ing would have to be restored to its original 
condition.

“We have two great companies,” asserted 
Brian Cartland of the Business Development 
Board of Okeechobee, “They both bring dif-
ferent positives.” 

He had also been working with both 
companies and looking for an alternate loca-
tion for both. However he, too, felt Applied 
Bio Technologies would be the better tenant 
for the county.” 

After listening to the proposals from both 
companies, the board felt Applied Bio Tech-
nologies would be a better tenant for that 
particular building and voted to give them 
the lease. 

However, commissioners expressed an 
interested in having Fengu as a county em-
ployer if a suitable location could be found. 

“We do have other properties in the in-
dustrial park, Mrs. Scott said. 

Deputy county administrator Jim Three-
witts suggested property across U.S. 98. 
from the industrial park.

Commissioner Joey Hoover suggested a 
former dairy farm or feed mill as a possible 
location for Fengu. 

Martin French of Applied Bio Technolo-
gies said the product he produces eats waste 
and grease in wastewater systems. He said 
his company might eventually rent a second 
unit in the incubator building before build-
ing his own building. He said he was ready 
to occupy the incubator building on April 1.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

County to get new industry

Special to the Okeechobee News/J. Mixon

Guitar Hero championship
On Tuesday, March 16, the Okeechobee County Fair held its fi rst Guitar Hero 
Competition sponsored by Wal-Mart. Nearly 20 people competed for the crown, 
but only one could be champion. It was a tight race, but Paul Billie (center) fi n-
ished fi rst, Sarah Wellborn (left) fi nished second, and Cody Cannon (right) fi n-
ished third. See you all next year!



Now that the county fair is over, we feel that
our side of the story can be told without the Fair
Assn. complaining, that we rained on their
parade. If you had internet and followed the
newszap columns there was some very good
comments by some intelligent people who knew
and understood the facts. Narnie did an excel-
lent job in defending the Legion. Some people
never had a clue as to what was going on and it
showed in their comments. As to all the com-
ments about the Rodeo it was Greek to me.
Before the Fair Assn. was in existence, the
Legion had their fair and Speckled Perch and
the Rodeo had their deals and we coexisted with
no problems.

After the advent of the Fair Assn., Speckled
Perch was left out in the cold with no where to
go. So they came to us and asked to play on our
2nd Saturday and Sunday. Although our carnival
people weren’t too happy about it we gave them
our permission. IT WAS THE RIGHT THING TO
DO. It let us draw on each other for customers.
Of course by denying us the 2nd Saturday and
Sunday fair days leaves Speckled Perch with no
attraction to help draw people in to their booths.  

A lot of facts stated on the internet by people
who may or may not have all the facts to begin
with. One such person was a blogger by the
name of Redleg whose facts I will address as
most the facts that he stated goes to the issue.

REDLEG FACT: The American Legion
changed their dates and extended their fair.

OUR ANSWER: The American legion fair
was in their 54th consecutive annual fair. From
inception the fair always played on the 2nd week
of February  which means it could started as
early as the 3rd  or as late as the 9th and than
played for 6 days. For some reason in 1990 the
fair actually started the 12th of Feb. and than
played for 6 days.  In 1991 it went back to the
original schedule and stayed that way until 2004.
In 2004 we went to 10 days which than included
the Sunday in front and back That year it played
from 6th thru the 14th.  In 2005 we went to 11
days and played from the 3rd to the 13th.  In
2006 we played 11 days from 2nd thru the 12th.
In 2007 we played 11 days from the 1st thru
11th. In 2008 we played 11 days from Jan 31
thru Feb 10th. In 2009 we played 11 days Jan
29th thru Feb 8th. In 2010 we would have
played 11 days which would have been the 4th
thru the 14th. In 2011 if we play it would be Feb
3rd thru 13th.  Note that from 2004 thru now it
always included the 2nd Saturday and Sunday
of February.  Also remember that the Month of
February has only 28 days except on leap year.
The dates from 2004 to now will be mentioned
again later. 

REDLEG FACT: The fair board allowed them
to operate in 2007 which they didn’t have to.

OUR ANSWER: We will address this later
on in the president of the fairs letter to the editor.

REDLEG FACT: The American Legion knew
the law from previous experience.

OUR ANSWER: We have no previous expe-
rience, more of this when we address the presi-
dents letter.

REDLEG FACT: The Fair association has a
contract with the midway Company which states
they must enforce the 30 day law.

OUR ANSWER: Funny how that became an
issue this year. Than why didn’t they shut down
the St Lucie County Fair which is maybe 20 to
25 miles away from their fair grounds and just
got done playing a week before Okeechobee’s?
Course we could look at it this way, why would
you sign a contract with a midway company who
told you what you had to do. In plain terms,
Walmart doesn’t let vendors or contractors tell
them nothing. If the vendor tried to enforce a
contract, like Fair Assn is talking about, than
Walmart would thrown them out the door on
their whatever.

REDLEG FACT:Because of the Fair, the

Okeechobee youth livestock gets money back
from the state for premiums paid out;

OUR ANSWER: We would hope that they
are getting something out of it. We have no
problems with that.

REDLEG FACT:It is not just two people that
are on the Board of Directors. There are several
members on this board. People, of this commu-
nity, from all walks of life.

OUR ANSWER: Maybe not all walks of life
from what we hear from rather high sources.
However it became very apparent that this skir-
mish was fought by 2 people. The President and
The Treasurer; we hear too that one of the mem-
bers of the fair committee has been bragging
how they shut the legion down, at the yacht club.

REDLEG FACT:Because of the fair, this
county is able to send an individual to the Miss
Florida Pageant;

OUR ANSWER: Bless her and we hope she
wins. However, due to our loss of revenues from
our fair this year, it now jeopardizes us in send-
ing 5 boys to Boys state in Tallahassie. These 5
boys get a week worth of learning how our
Government works. What the different functions
of government are, how bills are brought to the
floor and passed. They learn abut
Representatives, Senators, Attorney Generals,
Governors and all other elected officials do as
they have to run for an office and get elected to
it. Ask any boy who has ever been to boys state
what they think about it and you will get sur-
prised .Our Auxiliary also sends 2 girls to Girls
state for the same program. I am sure that those
boys and girls get as much or more thrill as the
girl going to the pageant.  It will jeopardize our
scholarship program. This is really too bad as
our scholarships went to those students who
were in the 3.0 to3.4 GPA who would normally
never get a scholarship from other organiza-
tions. 

REDLEG FACT:The Okeechobee County
Fair Board, doesn’t randomly pick their own
dates for the fair, the dates come from the
states.

OUR ANSWER: we tried to let you know Sir
that you should have come seen us before you
printed all these facts.  A Fair representative was
in our office on the second day of our fair at our
request. When asked who set the dates for the
fair, he was very quick to let us know that he set
the dates. In fact, he told us that he not only set
the dates and than he let the other counties sur-
rounding us know of his dates. If they didn’t
object than it was a go. Somebody doesn’t have
their facts right or somebody lied.

REDLEG FACT: The Fair has been able to
provide improvements to the agri-center, which
benefits everybody that uses it for different func-
tions. 

OUR ANSWER: A letter to the editor in
Sunday, Mar 14th paper complained about how
much the Fair Board has lost on the fairs since
its inception. We suspect that if was to come on
a ballot to close it or keep it open. It would be
closed. How come there aren’t baseball fields,
soccer fields and other activities for the kids. I
guess not because they would charge for the
use and nobody could afford to play.

A history lesson comes to mind, that many of
you may remember. At one time years ago the
County Agent and The High School Vocational
Agriculture asked the legion to run a fair along
with their carnival. That is how it became the
American Legion Free Fair. There were stock-
yards behind the legion hall for judging livestock
and in the legion hall they done baking contest,
pickles and jelly contest and other fair related
items. When livestock got loose creating some
havoc around town than the state stepped in
and told the legion that they would have to have
steel pens. The legion didn’t have the
$25,000.00 to get the pens so they closed down
the livestock part. We still hold all cooking con-

test on the inside during our fairs. I am sure that
there are people from around the county who
can give us the dates that Legion was in the live-
stock judging programs for 4H and those other
groups raising livestock.

The letter to the Editor, from the President of
the Fair assn. addressing the citizens of
Okeechobee concerning The American Legion
Fair. Definitely we want to clear the air too. 

Statue 616.13 does states that a person may
not operate amusement rides within 30 days or
5 miles from a chartered county fair; but, it also
states in the same paragraph unless the affect-
ed county fair gives its permission to do so. That
is an exception to the law. Then the President
went on to say The Florida Legislature passed
this law. A Judge Advocate from one of our sis-
ter post who is also an Attorney says hold on.
The Legislative would have never passed a law
that would have affected an American Legion
Post who has been holding Fairs for 50 plus
years. There are many more statues or laws
involved than just this one the Fair quotes.  The
president went on to say that the Legion can’t
say that they are grandfathered in because the
Florida Statue governs fairs and amusements. 

Grandfather clauses or exceptions as a Jurist
told us during our melee that an exception can’t
be given for only one time... An exception once
given can’t be taken a way unless the person
who receives it does something different. 

The Okeechobee Fair Association did write a
letter to The American Legion in 2007 which
gave the permission to run our fair although we
intruded on their dates but for 2007 only. Well
guess what, in 2008 our fair run from Jan 31st
thru Feb 10th, which was 26 days from their
starting date.  They didn’t write us no letter or
close us down. In 2009 

Our fair run from Jan 29th thru Feb 8th which
was 25 days from their starting date that we sup-
posedly intruded but with no letter or shutdown.
By now we have concluded that once an excep-
tion is issued, it is forever. Well in 2010 our Fair
was from Feb 4th thru the 14th. Still no letter
from the Fair Assn. but this time the State could
only issue us a license for 7 days not 11 days as
in the previous years. Hey, the Fair Assn had a
brainstorm, let the State do their dirty work.
Believe me that the State Fair Inspectors were
not happy in doing their job because they knew
what was going on. I am sure that by now after
looking at all our fair dates as listed from the very
beginning and especially in this paragraph that
our established ending date was either on the
second Saturday in the early years or the sec-
ond Sunday  of February in later years. The Fair
Assn. only has been doing business since 2007.
The way we see it is that they infringed on us not
that not the way as they report it. 

Along about 2005 /2006 when the Fair assn.
was trying to get their feet off the ground they
came to us wanting our help. Oh did they love us
and they would never infringe on the Legion.
Than one night they came to our meeting and
wanted us to change our dates so that they
could have their fair and offered to pay us for
doing it At that time they knew that they had a
problem and would have continue to be a prob-
lem each ensuing year We turned them down as
the Legion had been doing our fairs for so many
years. So they would never infringe on us. They
have been doing it since they have been there.
If you remember the president said that Legion
changed their dates. No!  The Fair Assn. has
never called us for dates and never intended to.
They would rather get it second or third hand
than direct from source. Remember they don’t
like us because we turned them down. As you
can see, they either knew the fair dates or
should have known as they could have
researched the records like any other organiza-
tion would have done.

On February 5th this year after our fair got

started a Fair representative finally came in to
talk to us.  This a first for a couple of years
except that he didn’t talk to us, he talked down
to us or he was condescending to us. When we
asked about the state setting the fair dates as
mentioned earlier he let us know that he set
them. He did inform us that we would be shut
down on the following Tuesday night. We asked
him if we could meet with the Fair Assn. to see if
we could iron out some kind of program that
would save face for both organizations. He said
that he would e-mail the President and see if we
could join their meeting on the following Monday
night to present our case. Remember this is an
open meeting under the sunshine rules. When I
called him on Monday to see whether we would
meet with the Fair Assn, he informed me that it
was all over and there was nothing we could do.
Too bad Fair Assn. we had our hats in our hands
and you missed a golden opportunity to get a
concession from us.  The fat Lady hasn’t sung. .
We asked the fair representative how much the
Fair would lose if we were to play the extra four
days. He said that he had no way to assess any
losses, maybe $20,000 or maybe $10,000.
maybe $5000.00 or maybe nothing. In fact it
would possibly closer to nothing as there was so
many days between both fairs. We knew for
sure what it was going to cost us for not playing.

We brought to the fair representatives’ atten-
tion that on Wednesday the 10th was our special
needs kids’ day which we have been doing for
years. Course the fair will be closed Tuesday
night by the Fair Assn.. This a day that has been
traditionally set aside for special needs children
and adults ages 3 thru 93 years  and they come
the counties of Okeechobee, Martin, St. Lucie,
Glades and Highland Counties.  All kids get free
rides sponsored by the midway provider and
free food and drinks from the legion. It is also
well attended by various American Legion digni-
taries from State, Area and District levels. We
are the only Post in the State that has a fair and
a kid’s day, so it is considered as the Legions
State Fair. The fair representative wasn’t inter-
ested because that was our problem as far as
they were concerned. So on Tuesday the 9th at
7.00 P.M, knowing next day that we could have
as many as 600 special needs children
descending on us, called a Palm Beach T.V sta-
tion to broadcast our plight. On Wednesday the
10th at 8a.m we made the decision to play for
the kids no matter what. Fortunately for us
before we started playing a State ride inspector
showed up and gave us Wednesday as an extra
day. Unfortunately, it did cost us about 200 kids
as some schools and parents didn’t know what
to do, so held back in sending their children. If
the Fair Assn. wants to take credit for allowing us
to play the extra day to accommodate the chil-
dren then thanks. However, we count this a
fourth exception.  

Mrs. President lets go back to your statement
that you had a contractual agreement with the
Midway Vendor that you had to protect the 30
day clause. So in 2007 you gave us a written
exception. What about 2008 and 2009 how
come you didn’t enforce the 30 day clause then?
Is it maybe that your midway vendors didn’t see
the Legion fair being a threat 25 to 26 days ear-
lier. We believe that you signed the contract with
this provider because you knew that he would
make you enforce. That is a track record that he
has from other places. In all my years of doing
business and signing many contracts, no vendor
or contractor was ever allowed to tell us how to
use their product or display. If there was a clause
in the contract, they rewrote and took it out.
Walmart or any other legitimate business would
have had the Midway provider either rewrite the
contract or they would have been terminated.
Don’t blame your misjudgment on the midway
provider as you’re supposed to be smarter than
they. As to your legal contracts, as you refer to in

your statement, we suspect that they wouldn’t
stand a challenge in court. There are other stat-
ues. By the way, yes you can cite statue 616.13,
say that is the law but morally and ethically you
are bankrupt.

Mrs. President, as you said in your letter that
we all need to work together to ensure the best
for Okeechobee. How come, you and your sub-
ordinates haven’t sat down face to face with us
to work out a solution to what’s best? We have
no communications with you but one time since
2006 which was this year to shut us down. We
don’t think that you want to work with us. Don’t
treat us like you did the Speckled Perch
because we have no intentions of going away.

To a lady blogger on the internet who said
that the fair collects items on one day to give to
the veterans. God bless you and the fair for
doing this. We like and appreciate the gesture.
However, who takes care of all those wounded
veterans lying in Veterans Hospitals who may
never get to go home again. When was the last
time you ever went visit a wounded veteran in a
V.A hospital. That is the main concern of the
American Legion of Okeechobee, and whenev-
er we receive a call asking for help for the
wounded veterans than we send them a check.
We are always one of the first, if not the first, to
respond to the V.A hospital.

As I said earlier, we lost approximately ½ of
our charity money by having to close the fair
down 4 days earlier than anticipated. Make no
mistake our first mission will be to the V.A hospi-
tal and wounded vets. I can assure you that my
mission as Commander will be to get every vet-
eran who served this nation in time of combat
into the V.A system. They earned it whether they
think so or not. Our Nation has promised us that
they would take care of veterans who served,
and they have failed us. My second mission is
that Boys and Girls State must go on as a lot of
our present leaders have had these precious
weeks at the

Educational session sponsored by the State
and the American Legion.  . Scholarships will
remain third on our list but if money runs out than
so be it. If your child wants a scholarship but is
not in the higher GPA than maybe The Fair
Assn. will give you the scholarship money. Don’t
hold your breath though because you won’t be
elitist and you won’t be getting one.

In final thoughts, our country has asked or
drafted boys for many years to fight tyranny and
or oppression in foreign lands. We answered the
call and that is why we are called veterans. We
gave our best, lost many comrades, came home
to an ungrateful nation, especially those of the
Viet Nam Era., Many of our comrades, lay in
Veterans Hospitals, and the general population
doesn’t want to know about them. The American
Legion and our sister organizations like the
VFW’s and the AMVETS do care. We come
home to find   that we are fighting the same
causes at home that our nation requested us to
stamp out elsewhere. No organization should
have as much power as a county fair organiza-
tion that can put a Legion or Speckled Perch out
of business.

Our annual 55th annual American Legion
Free Fair will play from February 3rd thru 

February 13th, 2011.
Are we mad veterans? Yes and you better

believe it. Will we fight for what we believe is
right, yes! Are we alone, No! There are numer-
ous Veteran Organizations over this entire state
that we will call on for help and resources if we
have to.

For God and Country
Paul R Partidge, Commander 

Dan Fennell, 1st Vice  Commander 
Clay Gunderson, 2nd Vice Commander

Ed Vrchtickoey, Finance Officer
Don Freas, Asst. Finance Officer

Dallas Creech, Adjutant

The American Legion Free Fair of 2010

Paid Advertisement-paid for by American Legion Post 64
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Osceola Middle School held the annual 
Spelling Bee on Tuesday, March 23, in the 
OMS Media Center. OMS fi fth-grade students 
competed beginning at 8:15 a.m. All partici-
pants did well and the fi rst and second place 
winners in fi fth grade are Charene Ampong 
and Lorraine Cauilan.

Forty-fi ve students in grades six through 
eight began their spelling showdown at 9:30 
a.m. The students dazzled the judges and 
the parents present with their spelling abil-
ity. Kirby Dobbs spelled his way into Round 
Eleven when he correctly spelled “equilib-
rium” after having tackled many words that 
would challenge most adults. Finishing in 
a close second was Nicole Chesley and at 
a not-too-distant third place was Michael 
Mayer. 

All the participants are to be congratu-
lated. Each student showed tremendous 
courage in appearing before a group of par-
ents and peers and taking on the individual 
challenge of spelling words correctly. The 
faculty is very proud of the efforts of these 
brave students!

Kirby Dobbs, Nicole Chesley, Michael 

Mayer, Charene Ampong, and Lorraine 
Cauilan will be representing Osceola Middle 
School in the Okeechobee County Spelling 
Bee on April 23, at 9:30 a.m., in the OMS 
Gym. Congratulations to each of these and 
good luck in the “next round.” BUYER BROKERAGE

CO. OF OKEECHOBEE
BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,

CRS, GRI, APPRAISERCRS, GRI, APPRAISER

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
1039 S.E. Everglades Blvd • Okeechobee

(863) 763-2334 • (863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS 
SAVING 
BUYERS
MONEY!

THE OAKS AT SHANNON’S CROSSING
US 441 South Of City Near Taylor’s Creek

New Affordable 1, 2 and 3 BR Apartments
$457 - $632 a Month or LESS!

Income and Occupational Restrictions Apply

NOW LEASING!  Move-In Next Week!
to Dairy, Cattle, Citrus, Nursery, Row Crop, Sprayers & All Ag/Non-Ag Employees

Call Now! 863-467-0275 Bonus! Computer
Lab, Dishwasher,
Disposal & Storage

3/2 DWMH on two lots. Covered
Screen Porch and Patio/Carport.
Drainage canal in back. No Lake
access, Easy Access to 441 and
710 N/S. MLS# 202631 $74,900
Call Bob Brakke (863) 610-2431

AFFORDABLY PRICED!! Newer
built 2006 CBS 3/2/2 in Basswood.
Split floor plan, tile flooring. Enjoy
evenings from your back porch.
Great starter home. Short Sale!
MLS# 202222 $105,000 Call
Marcia Barber (863) 634-1229

3/2 SWMH w/additions on both
sides. Large lot at the end of
street, lots of back yard with trees,
backs up to pasture land MLS
#203841 $49,000 Call Kathy
Godwin (863) 634-7728

CBS 3/2 on 5 acres. Home was updat-
ed in 1981. Tile flooring & counter tops
including an eat-in bar in the kitchen.
Open tiled porch! New metal roof after
hurricanes. MLS #202455 $115,000
Call Kathy Godwin  (863) 634-7728

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

3005-M: Waterfront
Mobile home in
Treasure Island with
concrete seawall, some
appliances, walk in
closets, shed, screen
room, only five years
old. Call for further info.
MLS #203728

5014-M:  3 bedroom,
2 bath Doublewide
Mobile Home on 1+/-
acre in Edwards
Subdivision. Short
Sale. $65,000 MLS
#203812

4000-M:Waterfront
Doublewide Mobile
home in Buckhead
Ridge. Needs some
work. $29,500 MLS
#203775

5001-H: Horse lover's
dream 2-story CBS
home on 5 acres. Lg
9000 SF metal barn with
tack room, 15 stalls, large
office w/bath, lighted
arena, screened pool, too
many features to list.
$699,000 MLS #203717 

5007-H: 4 bedroom 2
bath home in
Whispering Pines.
(NW 36th St) Short
Sale. Call for further
info. $55,000 MLS
#203774

NN EE WW   LL II SS TT II NN GG FF OO RR EE CC LLOO SS UU RR EE

5011-M: 3 Bedroom 2
bath Mobile Home
with carport, screened
in porch. Needs some
TLC. Located in Pine
Oaks Village (SE 96th
Cir). $44,900 MLS
#203831

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net
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Special to the Okeechobee News/OCA

O.C.A. receives donations
Okeechobee Christian Academy received generous donations to fi ll 50 Eas-
ter baskets. Seacoast National Bank donated 50 Easter baskets and Easter 
grass. Riverside National Bank donated 50 stuffed animals and Suntrust Bank 
donated the plastic wrap to wrap up the baskets. The students at Okeechobee 
Christian Academy will assemble the baskets on Friday, March 26, before they 
leave for Spring Break. From left to right are: Nick Reynolds, Megan Gwaltney, 
Tabitha Trent, Sarah Reno, Kathleen Shatto, Steve Smith and Teresa Chandler.

Dobbs & Ampong take top honors in OMS Spelling Bee

Special to the Okeechobee News/OMS
Pictured, from left to right: Fifth Grade 
champion, Charene Ampong; fi rst run-
ner up, Lorraine Cauilan.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OMS
Pictured, from left to right: Middle 
School Champion Kirby Dobbs, fi rst 
runner up, Nicole Chesley, and second 
runner up, Michael Mayer.



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

South Fork High School shined in all but 
one match as they defeated Okeechobee 6-1 
in girls tennis action Tuesday afternoon at 
the Okeechobee Sports Complex.

Samantha Rivero had the only victory of 
the afternoon for Okeechobee (1-7). She 
blasted Katie Tobin in straight sets in a shut-
out 6-0 and 6-0. 

Okeechobee played hard in all of the 
singles matches but unfortunately came up 
short. Katie Walker pushed Lauren Brogan 
in the second set before she fell 6-2, and 7-5. 
Liz Turner had some fi ne moments but lost 
in straight sets to Michelle Hook 6-2, and 6-4. 
Katherine Ragamat lost to Christie Hall 6-1 
and 6-2. Jenna Rath lost in the fi nal singles 
match 6-1 and 6-2 to Natalie Gazzaneo.

Ragamat fell behind early and couldn’t get 
any momentum going in her match against 
Hall in number 4 singles. She said the wind 
and the sun was tough all afternoon.

“I know I could have done better but I’m 
trying. I think I’m improving when com-
pared to previous years,” she said.

Ragamat had trouble holding serve and 

had her serve broke twice in both the fi rst 
and second sets. She didn’t give up as she 
won two games after she trailed 5-0 in the 
second set.

“I try not to let anything get to me. There 
are a lot of people around and it can get 
distracting. I promise I will try a lot harder. I 
think the girls will do great at districts.”

Ragamat has played all over the lineup 
this year but said it’s been a fun season even 
though her record isn’t what she wants it to 
be. Her sister Shaina Ragamat was on the 
team last year and Katherine said she wants 
to keep up the legacy. She is a junior this 
year and predicts she will be an improved 
player next year.

“Overall it’s been kind of crazy this year. 
We’ve had people out with injuries but it 
has been a good season, a fun season,” she 
noted.

South Fork is now (4-4) on the season. 
Okeechobee hosted Hardee in their fi nal 
home match of the year on Thursday after-
noon.

The girls travel to Sebastian River on 
Thursday, April 8. Their district tournament 
will be held at Halpatiokee Park in Jensen 
Beach on April 12 and 13.

Patricia Louise Goolsby,
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

SPACIOUS 3/2 CBS HOME WITH
OPEN CONCEPT. Ceramic tile
throughout. The garage has work-
benches built which are very nice. Very
large Master Bedroom w/large walk-in
closet. MLS #203806, $119,000.

2/2 CBS HOME WITH LARGE
OPEN AREA. Lg kitchen pantry. Lots
of storage area. Bathroom area has a
vanity. Fenced in yard. PRICED TO
SELL!! GREATHOUSE FOR GREAT
PRICE!! MLS #203864, $89,900.

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

FOR THESE LISTINGS, CALL VICKI ANDERSON 863-634-4106.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

CBS DUPLEX EACH SIDE 1/1,
waterfront, dock, electric boat lift,
fish cleaning station, deck, shed
w/elec 12x12, sprinkler sys, security
lights, seawall. Great rental units
w/lg rms. MLS #203644, $84,000.

3/2 DWMH ON CAPTIVE LAKE with
plenty of fish. Turn key. Exceptional
furnishings. A dock w/dbl sink for fish
cleaning, water, and electric.
Automatic sprinkler sys - runs off lake.
MLS #203863, $110,000.

2/1 SWMH WITH HUGE FL RM.
Redone inside. Efficiency in the back
of mobile. Huge workshop. 2 car car-
port attached. Boat house, CBS shed.
Huge lot with water on two sides.
Fenced. MLS #203784, $94,900.

OLDER MH WITH A LOT OF
POSSIBILITIES. Needs some
TLC. Additional 1/1 efficiency in
back yard. Fish cleaning station
on water. Spacious workshop.
MLS #203642, $59,900.

Okeechobee News

Meet Y our
Local Merch

ants

A S a l u t e  t o  t h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  L o c a l  B u s i n e s s

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

 

MARCUM AND ASSOCIATES 
INSURANCE FOR YOUR NEEDS 

Local Service. It’s Our Policy. 

CALL NOW... 

We’re in your neighborhood — there when you 
need us. We’re a single source for ALL your 

insurance needs: 
Auto  Home  Motorcycle/RV  Business 

Call me… Stop by… Log on — it’s your choice! 

       Okeechobee 863-467-0331 
909 S. Parrot Ave. Ste. L Okeechobee 

Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

Each Celebrations 
package includes:

 

 

and family 

& JANE A. ILLUSTRATION

WEDDING

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

She is the daughter of Joseph and Jane 

SUSAN A. EXAMPLE

BIRTH

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ANNIVERSARY

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at 

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ENGAGEMENTJOSEPH W. EXAMPLE
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OHS girls tennis team loses to South Fork

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School avoided the 
shutout but still fell to South Fork High 
School 6-1 in boys tennis action Tuesday at 
the Okeechobee Sports Complex.

Austin Willard in number three singles 
had the only win of the day for the Brah-
mans, (1-7). Willard defeated Trevor Brisky 
7-6 and 6-1.

There was also some good tennis on 
the other courts. Zach Fowler lost to Patrick 
Collins in a competitive match 6-4 and 6-2. 
Jonathan Hudoff fell to Scott Leary 6-1, and 
6-1. Dakota Daniels defeated Max Norman 
6-2, and 6-0. Morgan Miller defeated Chris 
Wegman 6-1, and 6-1.

South Fork (5-3) also swept the doubles 
play. The team of Collins and Brisky defeated 
Fowler and Norman 8-2. The team of Leary 
and Daniel defeated Hudoff and Willard 8-4.

Brahman tennis coach Bryan Van Camp 
said he felt South Fork was clearly the sec-
ond best team behind Martin County that 

the Brahmans have in their district this year.
“We have our work cut out for us if we 

want to overtake 
them for a spot in the 
regional,” he added.

Van Camp said 
Willard has been 
giving a strong ef-
fort this year. He said 
he battled through 
a tough fi rst set but 
won the tie break 
and then cruised in 
the second set.

He also praised 
Samantha Rivero 
of the girls team. 
He said she gives a 
strong performance 
almost every match, 
“She has proved that 
she will be a con-
tender for the singles 
and doubles champi-
onships at districts.”

Boys tennis loses to South Fork

Okeechobee News/
Charles Murphy

Chris Wegmann 
serves in Tuesday’s 
tennis action.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Katherine Ragamat said the wind and 
sun were tough all afternoon in Tuesdays 
competition.



HUSBAND APPRECIATION

Thanks to my hus

things you do.

SCOTT EXAMPLE

sband

 Love, y

ON DAY

LE

SCOTT EXAMPLE

How wonderful is my husband? 

Let me count the ways. He’s 

always ready with a kind word  

and a reassuring hug when I’ve 

had a bad day. He’s ready at a 

moment’s noticed to jump in 

and fi x the sink, even when it 

overfl ows, even when it means 

he has to miss the football game. 

He works hard for his family and 

never complains. I couldn’t ask for 

a better man. Honey, you are the 

best. Love, your wife.

HUSBAND APPRECATION DAY

d 
, y

Submit 
your 

good news 
today at 

www.newszap.com

Husband Appreciation Day is April 18

Celebrations
Mark the day with a Special Occasion announcement 
in print and online! You know how great he is. Let your 

friends and neighbors know, too!

in the newspaper of 
your choice newszap.com

for friends and 
10 photos

Walpole  Feed 
& Supply Co.

DEWORM YOUR CATTLE THE EASY WAY
WITH OUR NEW SAFE-GUARD®

Cattle Cubes
Safe-guard® Molasses Blocks  
Safe-guard® Molasses 

Stop In For Details 

Hwy. 98 N. Okeechobee

763-6905

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  PUBLIC INFORMATION WORKSHOP 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will host a public information workshop for the State Road (S.R.) 70 at 
U.S. 441 Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study. The workshop will be held on Thursday, April 1, 2010, 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Okeechobee County Civic Center, 1750 Highway 98 North in Okeechobee.

The proposed improvements include the addition of a second left turn lane to each of the four approaches at the 
intersection of S.R. 70 and U.S. 441. A narrow strip of land from the south side of S.R. 70 is required for this project. The 
project study area, shown on the map below, includes S.R. 70 from Northwest 4th Avenue to Northeast 3rd Avenue and 
U.S. 441 from Southeast 3rd Street to Northeast 3rd Street. 

The workshop will be held in an informal, open house format with no formal presentation. Individuals may attend  
at any time from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. to review conceptual plans and displays. Project staff will also be available to  
answer questions. Aerial maps with the proposed improvements will be available for public review through  
April 12, 2010, during regular business hours, Monday through Friday, at Okeechobee City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Avenue;  
and during regular business hours, Tuesday through Saturday, at the Okeechobee County Public Library, 206 SW 16th 
Street in Okeechobee. 

The workshop is being held to afford persons the opportunity to express their views concerning the intersection 
improvement project. Comments may be made at the workshop or written statements and/or exhibits may be submitted 
no later than Monday, April 12, 2010, to Elizabeth Serdynski, project manager, Florida Department of Transportation, 
District One, P.O. Box 1249, Bartow, Florida 33831; by e-mail to elizabeth.serdynski@dot.state.fl.us, or by telephone 
(863) 519-2805. 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status.
Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require 
translation services (free of charge) should contact Ms. Serdynski at least three (3) days prior to the meeting. 

18 Okeechobee News March 26, 2010

Special to the Okeechobee News/Mariah Anuez

New ride
Congratulations to Larry Smith the winner of the Okeechobee FFA Alumni 
Ford 4000 Tractor. Thank you to everyone who participated in this fundraiser. 
From left to right Dr. Randall Mims, Larry Smith and Daryl Boney.



If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in

our EZPay
subscription plan, you’ll

not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 

s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you

can read YOUR

newspaper 

anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value
of $72 --
Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is

the most convenient way to pay for

your subscription.  Once it’s set up,

it’s automatic every month.  And with

no bills, no checks and no mail,

EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:

https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:

readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586
It’s all about you, your news, your 

neighbors, your life
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Lady Brahmans didn’t have a big of-
fensive night, but their defense and pitching 
was top notch Tuesday night as they defeat-
ed Glades Day 7-0 at Brahman fi eld.

Courtney Wilson had a three-run double 
to break open a close game in the third in-
ning to lead Okeechobee to their 16th win in 
21 decisions this year.

Coach Kim Hargraves said she is very sat-
isfi ed with how the team has been playing 
lately, “I felt pretty good about this evening’s 
game. The girls were upbeat and they did 
what was expected. Everybody got in the 
game and Samantha Harrell gave us another 
great pitching performance.”

Harrell continued a recent streak of great 
pitching. She tossed a shutout and allowed 
only a couple of base runners. Glades Day 
only got two runners in scoring position in 
the game.

At the bat, Okeechobee had to scratch 
and claw to get runs. Megan Clements and 
Victoria Blevins had singles in the second 
and Jaryca Baker drove home a run with an 
infi eld grounder.

The big inning for Okeechobee was the 
four run third. Naomi Stevens, Blevins and 
Baker all had hits. Ashtyn Brown and Cindy 
Wine reached bases on walks. Wilson had 
the big blow with a drive over the left fi eld-
er’s head that cleared the bases.

“I was just relaxed,” Wilson said, “I just 
thought I need to hit the ball like I do in prac-

tice. I relaxed and do what I al-
ways do.”

Wilson made a nice grab 
of a shot pop up in the top of 
the seventh and has shined on 
the defensive side of the ball 
this year. Wilson said she likes 
to work hard and realizes she 
must be at her best to get a 
college scholarship, “I’m go-
ing to give my all every year 
and every game.”

Wilson also was placed in 
the cleanup spot in the batting 
order at the beginning of the 
year and has done a solid job 
producing runs.

“I was nervous at fi rst but 
then I realized I was put there 
for a reason,” she added.

Victoria Blevins also made 
an excellent running catch of 
a deep drive in the late innings 
for Okeechobee. LeAnna Cot-
ton reached base four times for 
Okeechobee. She drove home 
Clements with a base hit in the 
fourth. Baker scored the fi nal 
run on a throwing error.

Harrell struck out the side 
in the fi fth inning.

Okeechobee travelled to 
Westwood Thursday night 
for their fi nal district game. 
Okeechobee travels to Sebas-
tian River on Friday.

OHS softball team defeats Gators

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
(left) Courtney Wilson had a three-run double in 
a close game and (right) LeAnna Cotton reached 
base four times for Okeechobee in Tuesday’s win 
against Glades Day.
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Danielle Racine was named the most 
valuable player for the girl’s bowling team 
while James Steiert was named the boys 
bowling MVP at a banquet held March 19, at 
the Okeechobee High School cafeteria.

Bowling Coach Tony Sherlock said he 

was very pleased with the improvement 
both teams showed this year, “There was a 
big improvement throughout the year by the 
girls. They were able to beat four teams at 
the districts this year.”

Sherlock handed out the Brahman award 
to Reba Spiess. She was unable to attend the 
banquet. Racine earned the MVP as she led 
the team with an average of 137. Racine, a 

junior, said Coach Sherlock helped her im-
prove her style and her approach this year.

“I feel pretty good about this award. 
It kind of shocks me as I got the Brahman 
award last year. It’s pretty cool to get some-
thing different,” she said.

Racine started to bowl when she was four 
years old so she said it was kind of a natural 
thing for her when she joined the bowling 

team as a freshman. She said her biggest 
goal is to earn a four year letter for bowling. 

“We should have a good group of girls 
next year. Our strategies and our approached 
improved a lot this year. It was a really good 
year for us.”

Sherlock said the boys team had a tough 
schedule but was still able to play competi-
tively. The team fi nished in fi fth place at the 
district tournament. He said this was his best 
team in his three years as coach. He noted 
three of his bowlers maintained great grade 
point averages this year. Ricardo Herrera had 
a 3.8 grade point average, Matt Payne a 3.7, 
and James Steiert a 3.5 GPA.

Steiert won the MVP as a freshman. He 
qualifi ed for the state tournament this year 
and did well as he fi nished 19th in the state 
in Class 4A. He fi nished in 34th place out of 
the 180 bowlers that competed in all classi-
fi cations.

Steiert said he enjoyed the competition of 
the state tournament, “I wanted to compete 
and I had my chance and did the best I could. 
I will try to do better and better every year.”

Steiert said most of the time the MVP 
award goes to an upperclassman. He said it 
felt good as a freshman to get this award.

“It’s a good honor. It was a good team to 
play for. It was a lot of fun,” he added.

Chris Spruill won the Brahman award for 
boys bowling.

Troy Howard and Reba Spiess earned 
four year letters for bowling. Matthew Payne, 
Racine, and Tomeka Hornick earned three 
year letters.

High School bowling team holds awards banquet

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
(upper far left) Bowling Coach Anthony Sherlock and MVP 
of the boys bowling team James Steiert.

(center photo) This picture shows bowling Coach Tony 
Sherlock and girls MVP Danielle Racine.

(upper far right) Bowling Coach Anthony Sherlock and 
Brahman award winner Chris Spruill.

(photo at left) Bowling Coach Tony Sherlock was fl anked 
by Scholar athletes Ricardo Herrera (left) and James 
Steiert (right).



On March 22, one of Okeechobee’s young 
men, Reid Otersen met the Eagle Commit-
tee of the Big Lake District of the Boy Scouts 
of America. The Eagle Committee includes 
Chairman Judge William L. Hendry; David 
Fox, Big Lake District, Membership Chair-
man and Ray Worley, Chairman of the Big 
Lake District. Led by Judge Hendry, the 
committee met at the Troop Sponsor’s facil-
ity and evaluated Reid on the merits of the 
work he had completed to become an Eagle 
Scout. 

Reid was asked to tell the committee in 
his own words about his Eagle Project and 
Scouting for our article in the newspaper 
this is what he had to say:

“My name is Reid Thomas Otersen and I 
am part of the local Boy Scout Troop #955 
of Okeechobee, Fla. Recently, I have com-
pleted my long-term scouting goal of achiev-
ing my rank as Eagle Scout. To accomplish 
this task, I did a community service project 
for The Special Equestrian program at Mi-Cin 
Ranch. My project consisted of refurbishing 
an old metal wheelchair ramp which chil-
dren with crippling disabilities can use to get 
on their horses. My project also consisted of 

building a sensory trail, in which children 
who are riding horses can use their senses to 
complete small puzzle-like tasks. Due to the 
hard work and effort of myself and all those 
who helped me within the community and 
my Scout troop, we successfully completed 
the community service project.

“To get where I am today, I started Scout-
ing at the early age of around 8 years. Since 
then, I have worked hard at moving up the 
ranks of Scouting through completing merit 
badges and community service tasks. In 
scouting I have learned all aspects of the 
scout law, which include trustworthiness, 
loyalty, helpfulness, friendliness, courteous-
ness, kindness, obedience, cheerfulness, 
thriftiness, bravery, cleanliness, and rever-
ence. From participating in Scouting, I have 
been molded into the young Eagle Scout 
that I am today.

“Through my time and experience of be-
ing a Scout, I believe that all young children 
should participate in Scouting. I say this be-
cause you learn many life lessons and skills 
that can be put towards your future. I rec-
ommend to all young people, and their par-
ents, to participate in scouting so that you 

may not only better yourself, but also better 
the community in which you live in.”

Troop #955 meets towards the back of 
the Sacred Heart Catholic Church on Mon-
days from 6:30–8 p.m.

The purpose of our meetings is to live 
and learn the life of a scout and to better the 
community.

“We work on merit badges and discuss 
subjects of scouting and the meetings,” said 
Reid Otersen.

Members of Troop 955 have joined 
with Wagon Wheel Horse Farm to provide 
Community Service through pony rides for 
the kids at the upcoming Family Fun Day 
fundraiser to support building a YMCA in 
Okeechobee. Community members are in-
vited to come by the pony rides and meet 
the two latest Okeechobee Eagle Scouts, 
Ethan Kersey and Reid Otersen. 

The Eagles will be leading the horses 
around for the kids and will discuss scouting 
and what it takes to get into the program. 
Please join us in honoring both of these fi ne 
representatives of our community. Other 
members of Troop 955 will also be present 
to assist our kids at the rides and with infor-
mation on how children can get involved in 
scouting. Come out and bring the kids to the 
event to be held in Flagler Park, Saturday, 
March 27, at 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission 
is free and all money raised in Okeechobee 
will stay in Okeechobee. For more informa-
tion on the Fun Day contact Teresa Chandler 
at 863-697-6819.

Ms. Mimi Arnold of MI-CIN Ranch writes 
this about Eagle Scout Reid, “Reid organized 

some of the other Scouts to help. They had 
someone sandblast my handicapped ramp 
then painted it and set it up level. It was 
donated off the front of a house and was 
in pieces needing to be fi xed up before we 
could teach the horses and use it. This took 
several weekends. Then they built and in-
stalled what is called a sensory trail. You need 
to come out and see it! The client walks their 
horse along a fence and goes to different sta-
tions to do different activities, such as place 
the ring on a peg. It is all painted primary 
colors. One is sensory with soft, rough, and 
fl uffy things to touch. All of the stations are 
well built and thought out and will last a 
long time. They hang safely on the fence and 
can be stored out of the weather and way 
when not in use. This was a very big deal for 
us. Reid’s brother is a client and comes and 
rides with Yearling Middle School. Reid is an 
asset to our community.” 

Please welcome this young man to our 
community and tell him thank you for all 
that he has accomplished in his trip to his 
Eagle Scout Badge when you see him.

The Sponsor of Troop 955 is Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. Scout Master Kurt Jansen 
said if you would like to get involved with 
Troop 955 you can call him on his cell at 
561-722-8668. If you would like to fi nd out 
more about scouting call Big Lake District 
Executive Carl Fox at 863-697-6503 or Big 
Lake District Chairman Ray Worley at 863-
447-1114.
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number. One of the tools discussed was 
implementation of the emergency medical 
services (EMS) assessment at the full rate. 
Currently, citizens are paying an EMS assess-
ment that is one half the recommended rate. 
They also discussed furloughs and salary 
reductions as well as contracting out court-
house and jail security.

Commissioners also adopted a policy 
that sets minimum levels for reserve funds.

“It is real money and it has to be paid 
back in real time,” said Commissioner Joey 
Hoover of the reserve policy the board ad-
opted. “Hopefully this sets us apart from 
Washington, D.C.”

The policy calls for a minimum of $8 
million to be kept in the Landfi ll Trust Fund 
reserve with the exception of debt service. 
The solid waste management fund now has 
minimum balance of $2 million. A four-fi fths 
majority is required to deviate from these 
minimums and the policy calls for a repay-
ment plan. It also calls for a reserve contin-
gency of not over 10 percent to be budgeted 
into each operating fund.

Hard economic times are also affecting 
library operations. Library director Kresta 
King said the library has cut all the fat from 
their budget that they can due to county 
budget constraints. She said the only thing 
left to cut is staff positions. If that becomes 
necessary she advocated shifting from full-
time to part-time employes to avoid layoffs. 
Now the library is being faced with a cut-
back in state funding. State funding pays for 
the library’s internet service and the data-
base which allows the library to catalog and 
circulate items. The state average for library 
cardholders based on population is 52 per-
cent. Mrs. King said that 66 percent of the 

population of Okeechobee County have li-
brary cards and the library has an average of 
576 visitors a day. 

Commissioner Hoover noted that cur-
rently the library cannot charge a fee for a 
library card because of grant funding. How-
ever, he said that if that funding were elimi-
nated, the library might be able to charge a 
fee in order to recoup some of the operating 
costs. He also suggested increasing late fees 
and internet fees to compensate for the lack 
of state funding. 

Turning to better news, deputy county 
administrator Jim Threewitts said that com-
pany representatives are currently installing 
radios for the new Statewide Law Enforce-
ment Radio Service (SLERS) in the sheriff ’s 
patrol cars and the dispatch center. The sys-
tem will be partially operational on Monday. 
Also on Monday the technicians will start 
installing radios for the school board. How-
ever, it will be October before the system is 
fully operational for the entire county.  

In other action, the board:
• awarded a contact for fuel, motor oil 

and lubricants to Palmdale Oil;
• changed the wording of the county 

owner/builder disclosure statement to con-
form to current state law allowing owner/
builders to do construction work on their 
own property up to $75,000;

• reduced retainage fees for Neal Long 
Construction Co. from 10 percent to 5 per-
cent;

• heard a presentation from the Florida 
Department of Transportation on a long 
range transportation needs assessment plan 
including possible routes for an extension 
of S.R. 710 to U.S. 441 N. and other bypass 
roads around the city; and

• reduced a code enforcement fi ne from 
$25,400 to $3,000.  
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

BUDGET
Continued From Page 1

Boy Scout district recognizes new Eagle Scout

Reid T. Otersen of Okeechobee was recently named an Eagle Scout. From left 
to right are: Kurt Jansen, Scout Master Troop 955, Ray Worley Chairman Big 
Lake District, Eagle Scout Reid T. Otersen, Troop 955, Judge William L. Hendry 
Chairman Big Lake District, Eagle Review Committee and David Fox, Big Lake 
District Membership Chairman.



DISPATCHER

The Seminole Police Department is 
looking for Police Dispatchers.  
Emergency Medical experience pre-
ferred. Needs to be a citizen or have 
an alien resident card, 19 years or 
older, with high school diploma or 
GED. Shift work.

If you are interested please visit 
www.semtribe.com, click under 
employment and download applica-
tion.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com
NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Concrete

CJ CONCRETE 
REMOVAL

Driveways, Patio, 
large or small 
(863)467-4734

ACROSS
1 Still in force
6 Serve with a

summons
10 Gullible sorts
14 O’Connor’s

successor
15 Partly revitalized

sea
16 Chart with

ancestors
17 Pancake-wrapped

Chinese dish
19 Harper’s Bazaar

artist
20 Transportation

secretary under
Clinton

21 Nickelodeon dog
22 Father of Paris
23 Peppered entrée
27 Goodyear

offering
29 Knotty and

twisted
30 Sound from a

nest
31 Fill with bubbles
32 Dusk, in verse
33 “Uncle” with a red

bow tie
35 Lyricist Gershwin
36 “Little Red Book”

writer
39 In need of aspirin
41 Court sport, for

short
43 Italian innkeeper
45 Bent, as to show

off a muscle
46 Judge’s query

after charges are
read

48 Good __: fixed
49 Cup with

crumpets
50 Mild reproofs
53 Climb, as a tree
54 Disbanding, and

a literal hint to the
hidden theme in
17-, 23- and 46-
Across

57 Work at the bar
58 Cougar maker,

briefly
59 “Cheers” waitress
60 Work measures
61 Laundry
62 “No surprise to

me”

DOWN
1 Seductress

2 Facial tissues
additive

3 Pride’s quarters
4 Shout evoked by

a dead heat
5 2001 OED

addition that cites
“The Simpsons”

6 “RUR” 
playwright

7 When forging
started

8 Road-surfacing
goo

9 Fraternal society
member

10 More than just
clean

11 Get there
12 Old explosive

device
13 Teacher’s note

next to an F
18 Eurasian

boundary river
22 Like laptops
24 Suffers

humiliation
25 Strip, as a ship
26 Early late-night

host
27 I-80, e.g.
28 Astound
31 Protein building

block, for short

34 “Hey!” to a mate
36 Title character

who “returns” in a
Neil Simon title

37 Brewpub order
38 Antiquated
39 Numbers to be

summed, in math
40 Spays
42 ’50s-’60s

counterculturist
43 More swanky
44 Storefront shade

45 Harsh criticism
46 Waste maker?
47 Georgia’s state

fruit
51 Do some piano

maintenance
52 Emulate a 

geyser
54 5 Series

automaker
55 Stephen of

“Citizen X”
56 Infamous Amin

By Bonnie L. Gentry
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 05/20/09

05/20/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

Lost

Lost - Ft. Drum Ranch-
ettes. Brown and white 
Spaniel female “Duch-
ess”;green collar and 
gold license; needs 
medicine (863) 467 
- 5 7 6 6  
or(863) 447-1100

Garage/
Yard Sales

Barn & Yard Sale: Farm 
Shop, all tools & sup-
plies, irrigation, tractor 
and semi parts. Fri-Sat, 
March 26-27. 674 NW 
113th Drive.

OKEECHOBEE - 2065 
SW 22nd Circle 
North, March 26 & 
27, 8 am until 1 pm. 
Garage Sale Friday 
and Saturday in Oak 
Lake Estates.  Follow 
the Signs. Something 
for everyone!

Employment
Full Time

Services

Carpet repairs and in-
stallations of all kinds/no 
job to big or small, free 
estimates 863-447-0866

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Employment
Full Time

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

TIRE ZONE is in need of 
a TECHNICIAN with 
tools. Apply in person 
at 1815 S. Parrott Ave., 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Employment
Full Time

QUALITY CONTROL
Earn up to $100 per day. 
Evaluate retail stores, 
training provided, No ex-
perience required. Call 
888-615-5249

Employment
Part Time

Reservation Clerk
Needed Part Time

 
Well spoken profession-
al person needed to 
work the front desk at 
an upscale local resort.  
Candidate should be 
profi cient with Micro-
soft Word, Excel.  A 
background in real es-
tate and closings a 
plus. Campground 
Manager Reservations 
skills a plus also. 

Email resumes to:
ed@silver

palmsrv.com
 

No phone calls please.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

22 Okeechobee News March 26, 2010

Employment
Full Time

Crossword Puzzle

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.



**************************
SUNCOAST GUN SHOW

**************************
March 27th & 28th, 2010

Sat. 9 - 5, Sun. 9 - 4
HAVERT L. FENN CENTER

2000 Virginia Ave, Ft Pierce, FL
BUY - SELL - TRADE

Concealed Weapon Class $45
Daily 10 a.m. &  2 p.m.
suncoastgunshows.com
For info 772-462-1521

Effective April 30, 2010, Comcast announces the following channel lineup change 
for the customers in the communities of Belle Glade / Pahokee, Clewiston, Okee-
chobee, and each of its surrounding areas:
 

Centric (formerly BET on Jazz) will replace
 VH-1 Soul on Digital Classic Tier channel 144.

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
After a notice of a re-tiering of a video service or a rate increase, you may change 
your level of service at no additional charge for a period of 30 days from the effec-
tive date of the change.  Otherwise, changes in the services you receive at your 
request may be subject to the upgrade or downgrade charge listed on the annual 
rate card.  Prices are exclusive of applicable franchise fees and related costs, FCC 
user fees and taxes.  For customers with commercial accounts or bulk rate ar-
rangements, some product, pricing and other information may not apply.  Upon 
proper notice, all pricing, programming, channel locations and packaging are sub-
ject to change. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please call us at 1-800-COMCAST.
349587 ON 3/26/10 CGS 4/1/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD001

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that DONALD MOONEY the holder of the 
following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description of 
the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  2631    Year of Issuance: May-23-2003

Description of Property:  LOTS 1-2 BLOCK 4 RAILROAD ADDITION 
 1-15-37-35-0040-00040-0010
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
ROSENA ROUSE BIVINS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of April, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
348534 ON 3/12,19,26;4/2/10

LEGAL NOTICE

A public auction will be held at BMJ 
Towing, Inc. Lot at 414 South Parrott 
Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
on Friday the 9th day of April 2010 
from 10:00-11:00 A.M. Pursuant to 
Florida statute 713.78 for unpaid 
towing and storage. Year, Make, 
Model & Vin’s as follows:

1990 Red Chevy Blazer
1GNCS18ZOL8102895

1996 Green Dodge Intrepid
1B3HD46T3TF114738

1994 Mercury Villager
4M2DV11W2RDJ19521

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. The seller 
reserves the right of fi nal bid. All 
sales are fi nal. No refunds will be 
made. Said automobiles will be sold 
in “AS IS” with no guarantees.
349791 ON 3/26/2010

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD004

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that CRYSTAL I LLC the holder of the fol-
lowing certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description of 
the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  375    Year of Issuance:  June-01-2007

Description of Property:  LOT F OF TRACT 9 E1/2 OF W1/2 OF S1/2 OF 
N1/2 OF TRACT 09 16 34S 33E 
 1-16-34-33-0A00-00009-F000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
RICARDO HYLTON
SONIA ROSE MARIE HYLTON

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of April, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
348525 ON 3/12,19,26;4/2/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD002

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that JOE ARNOLD the holder of the follow-
ing certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be issued there-
on.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description of the 
property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  1949    Year of Issuance: May-23-2003

Description of Property:  COM AT SE COR OF NW 1/4 OF SEC 17 RUN 
S 89 DEG 30 MIN W ON S BDRY LINE OF NW 1/4 OF SEC 17 DIST 
OF 976.19 FT TO A PT ON ERLY R/W LINE OF RD 15 THENCE RUN 
N 28 DEG 54 MIN 30 SEC W ON SAID R/W LINE 3178.43 FT FOR 
POB THENCE RUN N 61 DEG 05 MIN 30 SEC E 300 FT TO A PT 
THENCE RUN S 28 DEG 54 MIN 30 SEC W 100 FT TO A PT THENCE 
RUN S 61 DEG 05 MIN 30 SEC W 300 FT TO A PT ON ERLY R/W 
LINE OF AFORESAID RD 15 THENCE N 28 DEG 54 MIN 30 SEC W 
ON R/W LINE DIST OF 100 FT TO POB 8 33S 35E .69 ACRE
 1-08-33-35-0010-00010-0330
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
W T DESKINS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of April, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
348533 ON 3/12,19,26;4/2/10

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL

 CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,

 FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.: 47-2010-CA-000087

SAXON MORTGAGE SERVICES, 
INC.
     Plaintiff,
vs.
MICHAEL A. RICHARDS, et al,
     Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: CATHERINE E. RICHARDS
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: 3503 SW 
17th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34974      
CURRENT ADDRESS: UNKNOWN

ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER, AND AGAINST THE 
HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL 
DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT 
KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, 
WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN 
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTER-
EST, AS SPOUSE, HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER 
CLAIMANTS

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
CURRENT ADDRESS:       UNKNOWN

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to 
foreclose a mortgage on the follow-
ing property in OKEECHOBEE 
County, Florida:

LOT 12, BLOCK 1, OAK PARK, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 3, PAGE 3, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses within 30 days after 
the fi rst publication, if any, on Florida 
Default Law Group, P.L., Plaintiff’s 
attorney, whose address is 9119 Cor-
porate Lake Drive, Suite 300, Tampa, 
Florida 33634, and fi le the original 
with this Court either before service 
on Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a default will 
be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint or peti-
tion.

This notice shall be published once 
each week for two consecutive 
weeks in the Okeechobee News (In-
dependent Newspapers).

WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court on this 18th day of March, 
2010.

Sharon Robertson
Clerk of the Court

By: Linda F. Young
As Deputy Clerk

Florida Default Law Group, P.L.
P.O. Box 25018
Tampa, Florida 33622-5018
F10006449
349715 ON 03/26;04/02/10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2010TD003

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that GAIL SMITH the holder of the follow-
ing certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be issued there-
on.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the description of the 
property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:  1261    Year of Issuance:  June-01-2007

Description of Property:  NEW OKEECHOBEE HEIGHTS SECTION A 
LOTS 14 15 38 39 BLOCK 36 
 1-06-36-34-0010-00360-0140
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
JET’S TRIO INC

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 22nd day of April, 2010.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770 
348530 ON 3/12,19,26;4/2/10

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

 IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE
 COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 2009-CP-33
Division: Probate

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
  JULIE ANN MING
     Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

   The administration of the estate 
of JULIE ANN MING, deceased, 
whose date of death was January 28, 
2009, and whose social security 
number is 553-43-5590, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Okeechobee 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the 
address of which is 312 North West 
3rd Street, Okeechobee, Florida 
34974. The names and addresses of 
the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney 
are set forth below.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must fi le their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
   All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must fi le their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA 
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
   NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECENDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
   The date of fi rst publication of this 
notice is March 26, 2010.

Personal Representative:
Angel Borkowski

681 North West 26th Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

Attorney for Personal Representative:
JEFFREY A. FADLEY, P.A.
Fla. Bar No.: 035667
Attorney for Petitioner
807 South West 2nd Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 343974
Telephone: (863)763-5733
Facsimile: (863)763-6199
349682 ON 03/26;4/2/10

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Miscellaneous

GE 2 cycle large capacity 
dryer $100. Washer 1500 
psi 36 pm with 30’ hose 
$150 863-801-1272

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

GREAT APARTMENTS 
2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  

Call (863) 634-5780

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$500/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TAYLOR CREEK 1BR, 
1BA, furnished, no pets. 
Pool. $650 mo. + 1st & 
sec.  502-468-5976.

Houses -Rent

OKEECHOBEE 4br, 2ba, 
tile throughout, $975 
mo, 1st & sec. moves 
you in. (561)248-3888 
or (863)599-0156

Office Space Rent

Great
 Location!
 OFFICE    
SPACE

Upstairs & 
Downstairs Avail.

863-763-4740

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

Rooms To Rent

OKEECHOBEE - Looking 
for 3 roommates to 
share 4 br hse. $275 
(863)634-4771

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Condos/Townhouses
Sale

KINGS BAY 2BR/2BA 
Twnhs @ end of street. 
$62,750 Call Jeri of Pris-
tine Prop. 863-634-6056

Guns/Supplies

Farms - Sale

OKEECHOBEE - Horse 
Property, 5 acres cross 
fenced. w/ 3/2 dbl wide, 
and Barn $154,900,  
(863)357-1945

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

FT. DRUM AREA - furn., 
older mobile home, 1.5 
br, 1ba, $425 dep., $425 
mo. rent (912)925-2147/ 
(912)224-4658 or 
(734)637-2697

KISSIMMEE RIVER 
EST - 17503 Broadland 
Lane, $500/mo + $500 
sec dep. Avail 4/1/10 
(317)402-5441

OKEE 2BR, A/C, W&D, 
Dock, Fenced yard. 
$700 mo. 717-989-7539 
or 717-490-4342

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

PARK MODEL - 34X12 
w/FL room, 1.5ba, car-
port, furnished,  w/direct 
lake okee access(no 
locks)  $45,000 neg. 
618-558-0274

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

BLUE CYPRESS RE-
SORT - furn trailer, Flori-
da room, W/D, Lot #14, 
$37,000 or best offer 
(618)375-2365 or 
(618)599-2135

Shop here first!
The classified ads

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public NoticeGuns/Supplies

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Public Notice

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Public Notice

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Public Notice

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.
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Taekwondo students 
benefi t on and off the mat

All 34 of the competitors from Russ Ad-
ams Taekwondo America in Okeechobee 
placed in at least one event last weekend at 
a regional competition at the KOA Camp-
ground in Okeechobee. While that pleased 
Adams greatly, he’s even happier when he 
sees that his instruction efforts result in a kid 
turning his life around.

“I try to support the local schools and the 
parents, and I help keep kids on the right 
track,” said Adams, who has owned the 
school for 16 years and has been teaching 
taekwondo for 20 years. “It’s all very disci-
plined. We recite the taekwondo tenets at 
the beginning of each class – courtesy, integ-
rity, perseverance, self-control and indomi-
table spirit – and we take them seriously.  

“Kids show me their report cards and if 
they don’t have all As, they do pushups. If a 
kid has a problem at home with his or her 
parents, I talk to them about it if the parents 
want me to. It helps keep the kids in line and 
off the streets.”

Adams’ students range from 4 to 68 years 
old and from beginners to black belts. Class-
es are held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday evenings, with beginners meeting 
from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. and advanced from 
7:20 to 8:05 p.m.

Upcoming events include a regional tour-
nament in Orlando, in July, and the national 
tournament in Kentucky in September.

Taekwondo is the world’s most popular 
martial art in terms of the number of par-
ticipants. The discipline combines combat 
techniques, self-defense, sport, exercise and 
art in the forms. Taekwondo has been an 
Olympic event since 2000. 

Anyone interested in signing up a child 
or taking classes themselves should visit the 
Russ Adams Taekwondo America school at 
419 E.N. Park St. in Okeechobee, or call Ad-
ams at 863-357-0404. 

Want your team featured? Contact Re-
nee Hawley at rhawley@communitysports-
desk.com or call 1-888-853-7904, ext. 323 to 
set up a free web page for your team on 
Okeechobee Sports Network.

Featured team: Russ Adams Taekwondo America

Okeechobee’s Finest Restaurant & Watering Hole 

Sun - Thurs. 
11am to 9pm

Fri & Sat 
11am to 10pm 
(Bar closes at

2 am every day)

VIP
Room 

Available
Call for Details

Appetizers
Santa Fe Eggrolls 

Fired up Chicken Wings 

Hammerhead’s Signature Soup
Chicken Monterey

Tortilla Soup
Soups ~ Salads ~ Sandwiches ~ Seafood 
 Steaks  and Hammerhead Specialties 

Fillet of Flounder Oskar 
Mahi mahi

Atlantic and Gulf Grouper

863-357-4745
Located on Taylor Creek 

202 NE 7th Ave. & Hwy 70 E
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Okeechobee Sports Network (OSN) 
and the universe have something in com-
mon. Both are expanding rapidly. 

From archery and badminton to base-
ball and basketball…from cheerleading 
and dodgeball to football and hockey…
from judo and rugby to swimming and 
wrestling—Okeechobee Sports Network, 
in conjunction with Community Sports 
Desk, is now able to display game results, 
highlights and photos for more than 50 
different sports online. If you play it, we 
can help you cover it!

For a complete list of sports offered 
through Community Sports Desk, visit 
www.newszap.com, click on “Okeecho-
bee,” highlight “Sports” and then click on 
“Okeechobee Sports Network.”

OSN is a fun, interactive and free way 
for people of all ages to learn about the 
sports activities going on in our area. OSN 
provides the opportunity for local sports 
teams, organizations and school athletic 
programs to display their team results 
and individual accomplishments for all 
to see. And, various content each week is 
extracted from the site and printed in the 
hard copy of the paper.

If you represent a local sports orga-
nization that offers youth or recreational 
sports or activities, feel free to contact 
Renee Hawley at rhawley@communi-
tysportsdesk.com or call 1-888-853-7904, 
ext. 323, to register your program. 

OSN sponsors help teams
OSN is the Okeechobee News’ free 

Web site devoted to youth, recreation 
and leisure sports. Under the Commu-
nity Share Program, 20 cents from every 
dollar coming from local OSN Web site 
advertising will be shared with the partici-
pating organizations of OSN.

Current sponsors include: Davis 
Communications; Jim Jones, Coldwell 
Banker; Preferred Properties of Okeecho-
bee; Pristine Properties; Quality AC; Riv-
erside Bank; Ultimate Gamer; and, Beef 
O’Brady’s.

OSN has 
capability 
to feature 
more than 
50 sports

McKayla SkinnerMia Lazaro

Travis McKenna
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