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EMPIRE COLLECTION 

Queen Bed
$999.95

PLUS FREE 
Matching Nightstand
with purchase of Empire collection Queen Bed 92822 $399.95 value

Purchase this Queen Bed and Save on the

Dresser and Mirror $899.95
6- Drawer Chest $699.95

$798
$598

900156 eleo6 Poster Headboard Footboard, Canopy, Rails 

Year round water 
conservation starts 
Monday ... Page 15

When to water: 
The Year-Round Landscape Irriga-

tion Rule limits lawn and landscape ir-
rigation in Okeechobee County to two 
days per week.

• Residents and businesses with an 
odd-numbered street address may wa-
ter lawns and landscapes on Wednes-
days and/or Saturdays, only before 10 
a.m. or after 4 p.m.

• Residents and businesses with 
an even-numbered street address, no 
street address or those that irrigate 
both even and odd addresses within the 
same zones, which may include multi-
family units and homeowners associa-
tions, may water lawns and landscapes 
on Thursdays and/or Sundays, only be-
fore 10 a.m. or after 4 p.m.

Donation helps 
OCRA Baseball
 ... Page 12

Parents can monitor 
grades, days absent 
or tardy, classes, 
assignments & more

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee County School 
System is giving parents a way to 

keep track of their child’s school 
progress online, with a new pro-
gram that allows parents to check 
on everything from test scores to 
tardiness.

The Skyward Family and Stu-
dent Access system provides each 
parent or legal guardian with an in-
dividual login and password which 
gives them access to their child’s 
records. As a security measure, the 

login information will only be giv-
en to the individual in person and 
photo identifi cation is required.

The school board scheduled 
four parent meetings for those in-
terested in the program. Two were 
held this week. The remaining 
meetings are Tuesday, March 16 
and Monday, March 22, from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. in the Okeechobee 

Parents offered online access 
to their child’s school records

See SCHOOL — Page 14

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Jessie Rowe said she was just 
doing her job but Okeechobee 
School Board offi cials knew bet-
ter, they knew she was a hero 

who deserved some recognition.
Back in November, Ms. Rowe 

was dropping off Okeechobee 
High School Students in her after-
noon run up U.S. 441 not far from 

School board honors  
heroic bus driver

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Jesse Rowe received a special act recognition from School 
Superintendent Dr. Patricia Cooper (left) and Transporta-
tion Director Louise Piper (Center).

See BUS — Page 18

County fair and 
rodeo under way 
       ... Page 8



Study by Cambridge University in England Reveals Key Answer

“I’ve Got Good News!” - Kim Harris, Owner

HHearing Computer Unnoticed in Ears
FREE Demonstrations This Week Appointments are limited!

Call Today
Imagine a hearing aid that automatically

adapts to your surroundings and reflects

your specific lifestyle. Imagine a hearing

aid that is so pleasant to wear that it gives

a new meaning to the phrase “customer

satisfaction.” Well, imagine no more -

With this breakthrough technology from

AUDIBEL, the world’s largest hearing

aid manufacturer, now comes the first

hearing aid ever developed to address

your most important needs. Not only

does it fit your individual hearing loss, it

fits the way you live. If you hear, but are

having trouble understanding conversa-

tion , you owe it to yourself to take advan-

tage of the free demonstrations offered

this week. Call Audibel Hearing Care

Centers today for a no obligation

appointment. 

877-498-HEAR

SAVE $500

Only $895
Exp. 7/03/09

featuring
nano technology

INSTANT COUPON INSTANT COUPON INSTANT COUPON

100% Digital
Audi-D-ITE

Save up to 40%
OFF MSRP on all

VirtueTM or LX Product

ANTHEM
Exp. 7/03/09 Exp. 7/03/09

Products

SAVE $500
100% Digital
Audi-D-ITC

Only$1,095
TM

REG.1395 REG.1595

Offer Ends Next Week!

call to schedule your FREE appointment 877-498-HEAR (4327)
Hearing Care Centers

Until recently, there was no practical way to identify dead

regions of hearing cells in the ear. 

However, a new British developed procedure using standard

test equipment now allows for identification of dead hearing cell

regions. The study suggests that the presence or absence of dead

regions may have serious implications in the fitting of hearing

aids. 

This research reveals that amplifying dead cells is a mistake

which will result in poorer speech understanding in noise. A new

type of digitally programmable microcircuit is now being released

from Audibel - the world leader in nano Science technology - that

can be programmed to bypass the dead cells. As a result, the

patient’s unable hearing cells receive amplification, thereby

improving speech understanding in noise. 

We are able to achieve maximum speech understanding by fre-

quency shaping this new hearing aid. The results have been phe-

nomenal. These new products come in all shell sizes, including

the smallest digital models. Call the Audibel Hearing Care

Centers nearest you for a no-obligation appointment. 

Exp. 3/26/10 Exp. 3/26/10 Exp. 3/26/10

WHY DO I HEAR. . .
BUT NOT UNDERSTAND?

J.C. Cardwell, Master Hearing Specialist

3545 Highway 441 S, Okeechobee 

(Publix Shopping Plaza) 

467-5333
Operators 

Standing By 24/7

100% Digital 
Audi-D-ITE

ONLY $895 ONLY $1095

100% Digital 
Audi-D-ITC

Check Your
Mailbox for

Special Offers!
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

It appears that some Viking residents 
“borrowed” a John Deere front-end loader 
from Coquina Water Management District 
and returned it when they fi nished using it. 
That information came to light at the March 
10 meeting of the Coquina Board of Supervi-
sors.

Board chairman Melvin Byars stated they 
knew the machine has been used because it 
was not in the same spot the Coquina work-
ers had left it. He said that, so far, there ap-
peared to be no damage done to the front-
end loader but fi ve to 10 gallons of diesel fuel 
were used. Superintendent Danny Faircloth, 
who reported the theft to the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), stated that 
the machine had been parked near a Viking 
residence. Apparently there was no one 
home at the residence when the machine 
was taken. Mr. Faircloth guessed that when 
they went to return it, there appeared to be 

someone in the house, so they left the ma-
chine somewhere else.

According to OCSO Deputy Anthony 
Kibler, he questioned a minor suspect on 
Feb. 10. The suspect reported that he and 
his brother and a third person were cutting 
up a shipping container with a torch for 
scrap. The suspect said the third person said 
he could get a loader to load the container 
on a trailer. The deputy’s report stated that 
the suspect said the three of them got the 
loader, used it and returned it. The suspect 
said he knew it was a Coquina loader but 
he thought the third person had permission 
to use it.

Deputy Kibler’s report was forwarded to 
OCSO Deputy Rusty Hartsfi eld for further in-
vestigation.

Board attorney Tony Young and board 
member Kenneth Childs were asked to con-
tact the state’s attorney offi ce on the matter 
and determine what action to take.

Turning to other matters, Mr. Byars said 
that the audit for last fi scal year showed the 
district to be in good shape and found no 

discrepancies. The chairman said he had re-
cently met with a Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission biologist about 
the possibility of putting grass carp in Canal 
E to control aquatic vegetation. He said that 
the biologist was currently writing a plan for 
the board. A private contractor would have 
to supply the fi sh. Mr. Byars added that the 
water was too shallow in the other canals to 
use grass carp.

Mr. Faircloth was directed of fi nish the 
road work on One Mile Grade west of East 
Grade. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

It’s 
More Fun 

Here!

The New

BBlue Heron 
Golf Club 

1925 SE 9th Ave. Okeechobee 

863-467-1651

Home of the Fishing/GolfTournament
& Wednesday RV Park Battle

Replay $10

Weekdays $20
Weekends $25

Before 8 am
After  2 pm 

$5 OFF

Aldo Lombardo, M.D., FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

www.allureplasticsurgery.com

bb~xxv{Éuxx fÑxv|tÄá

Call us to schedule your consultation in Jupiter!

(561) 747-1232 or (888) 9-ALLURE
(Some Restrictions Apply)

Breast Augmentation $3,950 
Tummy Tuck  $6,250

Good Thru 3/31/2010

Okeechobee Cancer Center
Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Dr. Krimsley 
graduated from
Yale University

and trained at New
York University
Medical Center.

Alan S. Krimsley, M.D.
Dr. Woody graduated
from the University of
Florida and trained at
University Hospital in

Seattle and at the
Medical University of

South Carolina in
Charleston.

Ronald H. Woody, M.D.

CyberKnife™ Robotic Radiation Surgery
Now Available!

Lawnwood 

Cancer Center

1231 N. Lawnwood Circle

Ft. Pierce, FL

(772) 464-8121

Mid-Florida 

Cancer Center

604 W. Midway Road

White City, FL

(772) 468-3222

Okeechobee 

Cancer Center

301 NE 19th Drive

Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-0039

Pt. St. Lucie 

Cancer Center

1780 SE Hillmoor Dr.

Port St. Lucie, FL

(772) 335-2115

CARING PROFESSIONALS • STATE-OF-THE-ART TREATMENT • FIGHTING CANCER

We offer Courtesy Transportation, Mileage Reimbursement, 

FREE Second Opinions and FREE Prostate Cancer Screenings.

New Patients Welcome

Our State-of-the-Art Treatments Include:

• Ultrasound and CT Based Image Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT)
• Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)

• Mammosite Breast Cancer Therapy • High Dose Rate Brachytherapy (HDR)
• 3-D Image Guided Therapy • CT/MRI Fusion Technology

Serving Treasure Coast & Okeechobee 

Building the foundation for a healthy future for the residents of Okeechobee County

Hampton Inn Conference Room

1200 NE Park Street (next to the Post Office)

4:00pm - 5:00pm

To confirm attendance, please call 863-462-5781

The Tobacco-Free Initiative

of Okeechobee 

Will hold its monthly meeting to discuss and work on issues relating to
tobacco prevention and education in the community 
Wednesday, March 31, April 28, May 26,

June 23, 2010

OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC
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The following people 
are among Okeecho-
bee’s Most Wanted 
persons. There are ac-
tive warrants for each 
of them. The criteria for 
making Okeechobee’s 
Most Wanted top fi ve is 
based on the severity of 
the crime in conjunc-
tion with the age of the 
warrant. If you have any information on the 
whereabouts of any of Okeechobee’s Most 
Wanted you can call the Treasure Coast 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-273-TIPS (8477). If 

you call Treasure Coast 
Crimes Stoppers, you 
have the option of re-
maining anonymous. 
You can also receive a 
reward if the informa-
tion results in an arrest.

Marcel Bates, DOB 
10/13/1976, Failure of 
Sexual Offender To Re-
port To DHSMV, Bond 

$10,000.
Jamie Samperio, DOB 7/14/1982, 5’7”, 

190 lbs. FTA – Fraudulent use of personal ID 
- No Bond.

Okeechobee’s Most Wanted

Jamie
Samperio

Marcel
Bates

Coquina equipment “borrowed”

GAL training set for April
Volunteer to be the difference in an abused child’s life! The notion that children can 

be forgotten is diffi cult to accept. A Guardian ad Litem can make the difference between 
being heard and being forgotten. Volunteer training is free. The Guardian ad Litem Pro-
gram will be training volunteers April 6, 8, 13, and 15, at the GAL offi ce location in Saint 
Lucie West. For more information, contact Pattra Dodd, Volunteer Recruiter/Trainer at 
772-871-7225.



Earth hour
March 21, at 8:30, I am going to be turn-

ing off my lights. My computer, everything. 
Why? To make a stand, to help in a move-
ment. For those who don’t know about 
Earth Hour, it’s simple. A bunch of people 
turn off their lights for an hour. Simple, yes? 
Of course it is! During Earth Hour, hundreds 
of millions of people around the world will 
come together to call for action on climate 
change by doing something quite simple—
turning off their lights for one hour. Earth 
Hour 2010 will continue to be a global call 
to action to every individual, every business 
and every community. A call to stand up, to 
show leadership and be responsible for our 
future. So, won’t you help out? I know I will. 

Second opinion
• Has anyone ever had a test done and 

found out you were misdiagnosed badly. 
I was told everything was fi ne, see you 
in a year. I got a second opinion and the 
test came back that I have stage 2 cancer. 
Get another opinion, it may save your life. 
Where would I be if I waited a year? Dead 
or stage 4? 

• The bad part about cancer is that 
you can have cancer but unless you have 
enough cells to be detected you will not 
be diagnosed with it. When the cancer has 
grown enough then it can be detected by 
that time it is very possible it could be stage 
2 especially if you are talking colon cancer. 
Polyps can hide in the folds of the intestines 
and not be detected until it is almost too late 
because some colon cancers are very fast 
growing.

Predator arrested
• This case just illustrates that these peo-

ple cannot be rehabilitated. They cannot 
ever be trusted around children. That minis-
ter that tried to place the halfway houses for 
sex offenders in Okeechobee claimed they 
were “cured.” They can’t be cured.

Viking
• The people living in the campers and 

tents are not the problem. They pay their 
taxes just like the rest of us and they’re try-
ing to make it just like we are. The people 
that come from out of town are the prob-
lem. They have no respect for anything and 
there always messing up the roads and oth-
er people’s stuff.

County fair
• I just hope we have decent weather for 

the county fair. No matter when you plan 
a festival, if you live in Florida, you run the 
chance of bad weather. If they have good 
weather and are successful this year, then 
that will be something to build on. I know 
there are so many volunteers who have put 
in a lot of long hours getting the fair orga-
nized this year.

• I have a suggestion for the county fair. 
It might be too late for this year but they can 
consider it for next year. Give every school 
child in Okeechobee a free one day pass to 
get into the fair, if accompanied by an adult, 
and a discount coupon for the midway rides 
that can be used any day except Saturday. 
Get the kids excited about going and the 
whole family will be at the fair.

OCRA
• As far as not having OCRA games dur-

ing the Livestock Show week, I have mixed 
feelings. Some would like to just keep on 
playing and let the others just miss the 
games. Would this way of thinking hurt the 
teams? Yes ... as far as deciding the league 
championships. Just one week without 
certain kids playing could change the out-
come at the end of the season. I say if you 
did decide to just play anyway that OCRA 
adopt a policy that allows teams to “pick-
up” players from other teams that ARE NOT 
playing that day or night to round out the 
roster if they are short kids. This should be 
a policy in place anyway. It’s simple: If a 
team is short a player or two one game they 
should be allowed to pick up a player that is 
just “hanging around” the fi elds. That player 
could be from that age group or below only. 
That player would NOT be allowed to pitch 
for that team and would have to bat LAST 
in the order. That way the team would NOT 
have to forfeit and the kids would still get 
to play.

• The fact has been established that if 
you try to schedule around every event you 
will have a very long season... You can not 
make everybody happy 100 percent of the 
time.

Smoking at county parks
• I have now been to two ball games 

at the Sports Complex this season and the 
smokers outnumber the nonsmokers 2 to 
1. It is utterly disgusting. One season I had 
to rush my son to the doctor after hours be-
cause he was having an asthma attack from 
being at the ball park. He now carries his in-
haler in his batbag because of all the smok-
ing. The smokers are so nasty that they don’t 
even bother to step away from the bleach-
ers to smoke! Cigarettes, cigars, pipes ... you 
name it, they are smoking it out there. No 
wonder our county is a terrible example 
of health in the state! The county commis-
sioners and the County Health Department 
should have long had an ordinance in place. 
Almost every other community in Florida 
does not allow smoking in public parks, 
except in designated areas. Smokers should 
be forced to step away from the ball fi elds 
to smoke, where they can kill one another 
and not everyone else. 

• My daughter has asthma and any time 
she is around people who smoke, she has 
an attack. I realize that smokers have their 
right to smoke. But we nonsmokers and our 
children have our rights to not have to smell 
it or breathe it.  

• Stuff in the air are different from aller-
gens because they bother people who don’t 
have allergies or asthma, too. For most 
people, irritants aren’t a serious problem, 
but for people with asthma, they can lead 
to fl are-ups. Common irritants include per-
fumes and aerosol sprays, such as hair spray 
and cleaners. Other irritants include wood 
and tobacco smoke, the smell given off by 
paint or gas, and air pollution. I smoke but 
it’s not the cigarette smoke that bothers me 
... perfume and meat grease smoke are my 
triggers. I avoid them if possible. If I’m in 
public and someone’s perfume is taking my 
breath I just get up and move; I wouldn’t 
ask them to ban perfume or ban the Con-
cession Stand that is cooking hamburgers 
.. no sense in causing a ruckus. I just get up 
and move. You won’t be able to keep away 
from all triggers all the time. But by staying 
away from triggers as much as possible, 
you can help prevent fl are-ups. 

• I have been smoking since the ’60s. We 
smoked where ever we wanted—movies, 
airplanes, in the bathroom at school. Little 
by little a place to sit and enjoy a smoke af-
ter dinner or with a cocktail has been taken 
away. Most of us resent it. That being said, 
I agree wholeheartedly that smoking does 
not belong around children.

• People that complain about smok-
ers should be careful because one day the 
way things are going they may lose a right 
to something they enjoy. What will hap-
pen when they put so much tax on alcohol 
that you won’t be able to drink, or gas so 
high they can’t afford to drive? So, I don’t 
like being around smokers but I certainly 
do not feel like they should be treated like 
second class citizens. Most smokers I know 
are courteous and they know that smoke is 
harmful and won’t smoke around people 
who feel that way.

• I think it is totally ridiculous what peo-
ple have to pay for tobacco products smok-
ers are getting the raw end of the deal for 
sure. But when it comes to kids’ ball games 
or other outside events where people are all 
clustered together. like sitting in the bleach-
ers for instance, smoking should be banned 
in my opinion.

• Normally I don’t have any problems 
with allergies. But one day, a teenager came 
into the building where I work and she was 
wearing a very strong perfume. My eyes 
welled up and my throat closed. I thought I 
was going to die. My co-workers managed 
to get me outside as I was gasping for air. 
People should be considerate of others. If 
your perfume or cologne can be smelled 
ten feet away, you are wearing too much. 
There should only be a hint of the fragrance 
when you are right next to another per-
son. As for smoking, if they don’t want to 
face bans in public parks then the smokers 
should be more considerate. When you 
want to smoke, step away from the crowds 
and especially stay away from children. 
Maybe the county could at least put signs 
in the bleacher areas asking folks not to 
smoke there.

• It is scientifi c fact that second hand 
smoke can cause health problems, espe-
cially for children. They should not allow 
smoking in the bleacher areas. I think some 
designated smoking areas would be a good 
idea, and put up signs that say ‘no smoking 
in public park except in designated areas.’ 
If it encourages people to quit smoking, so 
much the better.
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Public Forum/Speak Out
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
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The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.
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• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.
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“Quicksand”

By Rev. Carey Mckee
More 2 Life Ministries

As you are traveling down your favorite 
path through the woods, something catch-
es your eye. You feel drawn to it, for some 
reason you have to move toward it. You feel 
compelled to walk on it, when you suddenly 
get that sinking feeling. Before you know it, 
you are waist deep and you can’t get out… 
It is quicksand! You have heard about it, and 
now you fi nd yourself in it. Right in the mid-
dle of your path, if you didn’t know better, 
you would think it was put there specifi cally 
to trap you. The more you struggle to free 
yourself, the deeper you sink. You are help-
less to save yourself. Just when it seems that 
all hope is lost, someone comes along and 
rescues you! Without their help, you would 
have surely perished. 

Many years have passed since your de-
liverance from the quicksand, and you still 
feel drawn down that path. The quicksand 
is still there, but you have learned to navi-
gate around it, taking great care not to even 
get close to the edge. Your kids are grow-
ing up and they are now beginning to walk 
that same path through the woods, surely 
you have told them about your quicksand. 
Surely you have told them how easy it was 
for you to fall in and warned them to stay 
away, any loving parent would, right? Would 
you be surprised if I told you that many of 
us have not? 

I am talking about generational sin. Right 
in the middle of the 10 commandments, in 
Exodus 20:5,6 you will fi nd these words. “…
For I the lord your God am a jealous God, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children to the third and fourth generations 
of those who hate me, but showing mercy to 
thousands, to those who love me and keep 
my commandments.” Now don’t miss this, 
the Lord is not into punishing your kids and 
grandkids for your mistakes, but He makes it 
very clear that your repeated sin has a ripple 
effect. It will be passed down! Call it genera-
tional sin, generational curses, family strong-
holds, or your bent to sin, but make no mis-
take, your unwillingness to deal with your 
sin will have a long reaching impact on your 
family. Praise God for the redemptive work 
of the cross and the opportunity for forgive-
ness and a fresh start! Verse 6 reminds us 
that we can change the impact on our fam-
ily from a curse on several generations to a 
blessing for thousands to come!

Jesus is our rescuer! He is the one who 
can lift you out of the pit of sin! He is the 
only one. You will never fi ght your way out. 
You can’t plan your way out, scheme your 
way out, or even think your way out. Just 
like quicksand, the more you struggle to free 
yourself, the deeper you will sink. You are 
absolutely helpless to save yourself; that is 
why God sent his son Jesus to deliver you 
from the pit. He stretched out his hand and 
asks for you to take it.  

You may be wondering, if I have already 
done that, and He has rescued me, what is 
all this talk about my kids? Well fi rst of all, 
God can’t be a grandfather, only a father. 
He desires a personal relationship with your 
kids just like He has with you. You have 
an opportunity and a responsibility to help 
show them the way around the quicksand. 
You have responsibility to share truth! 

You see you have a very real enemy, and 

he knew exactly how to get you. He set that 
trap in the woods, and rest assured he will try 
the same tactic with your kids. If it worked 
on dad, there is a pretty good chance that it 
will work on his son. If mom fell for it, won’t 
her daughter? Satan will certainly try! He 
is not a creator, only a repeater, and a liar. 
There is no new sin under the sun. He sim-
ply takes the same old sin, redresses it and 
presents it to the next generation in a bright 
shiny new package. So here is the real ques-
tion, have you told your children what your 
quicksand looks like? Your enemy is banking 
on the fact that you won’t. He is the voice in 
your ear telling you to keep that quiet.

Your quicksand wasn’t unique to you, 
truth be told, your father or grandfather was 
probably tempted with the same thing. Did 
they warn you? Probably not. Satan was tell-
ing them to keep quiet about it too. But again 
the question remains, have you told your kids 
about it? If not, it is just like sending them 
down that path, knowing the quicksand is 
waiting, then acting surprised when they fall 
in it. Sure Jesus is ready to rescue them also, 
but did I fail to mention that the time in the 
quicksand takes a terrible toll on you. It can 
cause severe damage, both physically and 
emotionally. Are you willing to just let them 
fall in when you have already discovered the 
way around it? You can tell them about the 
neighbor’s quicksand, but they might never 
be tempted to fall into it. Will you tell them 
about yours? Your enemy will make sure 
that they stumble across yours.

So, tell your kids! Share with them the 
story of your rescue, share about the power 
of your rescuer, and don’t forget to point out 
what your quicksand looks like. It might just 
save their lives.

A C C I D E N T L A W O F F I C E S O F

114 N. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34972

467-7100

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com
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Lotteries
Florida Lottery —  Here are the num-

bers selected Thursday in the Florida Lottery: 
Cash 3: 8-0-8; Play 4: 2-6-1-8; Fantasy 5: 
7-8-23-29-30; Mega Money: 1-26-35-38 MB 
3; Florida Lotto: 5-12-20-21-42-48 X 2; 
Powerball: 17-21-37-41-50 PB1 x2. Num-
bers drawn Friday, Cash 3: 5-4-8; Play 4: 
0-4-1-7.

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
74. West wind around 15 mph, with gusts as 
high as 25 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 
49. West northwest wind between 5 and 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Extended Forecast
Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high 

near 74. Northwest wind between 5 and 10 
mph. 

Monday night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 46. North northwest wind around 5 
mph. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
74. North northwest wind around 5 mph. 

Tuesday night: Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 49 and a 20 percent chance of 
showers. North northeast wind around 5 
mph.

Wednesday: A 20 percent chance of 
showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 74. 
North northwest wind around 5 mph.  

Okeechobee 
Forecast

Refl ections from the pulpit

County budget woes
According to the article in the Okeecho-

bee News on Feb. 28, the budget battle for 
the coming year is about to begin.

The fact that some feel there was, “no 
public interest or participation” may have 
been misstated. There have been numerous 
articles in this paper concerning the waster, 
in some individual’s opinions, in which the 
county spends the tax payer’s money. Now 
the administrator and commissioners are 
going to have to make some very unpopular 
decisions, especially for the upcoming elec-
tion for some.

Let me speculate as to a few of these de-
cisions for consideration. Reduction of the 
size of the county payroll expenses? There 
were, based on 2008/09 salaries for county 
department heads, approximately 15 indi-
viduals who received some $1.2 million in 
salaries with wages from $57,000 to $118,000 
annually, including benefi ts and taxes. With 
the average income for Okeechobee County 
below $30,000, this really seems high. If 
the three county administration salaries are 
added into this the salary cost would go up 
about $400,000, yes, that is for three (3) em-
ployees. Then add the fi ve secretarial staff, of 
around $250,000, for a total salary expense 
of some $1.88 million, this averages out to 
around $85,000 per employee, with benefi ts 
for 22 employees. There are many more 

county employees who make much less.
How is the very expensive Agri-Civic 

Center doing? After three years of opera-
tion what would one expect the cost to op-
erate over the income? Not to the surprise 
of our commissioners, if they looked into it 
as advised, the fi rst two years average over 
$600,000 a year loss. Just one expense is the 
$21,000 a month bond payment. Is it time 
to shut it down, except for special events? 
Placing the operation under one or more of 
the high paid department heads might be a 
great cost cutter. Maybe the additional build-
ing of a $500,000 rest room facility may have 
been a bit excessive?

As most county tax payers are aware the 
economy has slowed down, yet our elected 
offi cials, for the majority, seem not to be 
aware of this. The new expansion of County 
facilities just proves this. The vote to build 
a new Emergency Management Operation 
Center (EOC) is an example. Sure, the grant, 
which comes from taxes, will offset some of 
the $3.2 million in cost. It will still cost the 
county taxpayers some $2 million. I serious-
ly doubt the project will come in at budget. 
It may show it did with paper work but what 
about the cost that will be hidden? The de-
bate as to the need will never end especially 
when the cost is over a million more than 
say, DeSoto County’s facility. Then the op-
eration cost has yet to be seen. How many 
more employee will be added, vehicle cost, 

furniture, electrical, upkeep and on and on? 
I doubt it will come in less than $4 million.

I’m almost sure the County Commis-
sioners will want the Sheriff, Fire Dept. the 
Clerk of Court, Tax Assessor, Supervisor of 
Elections and the Tax Collector’s offi ce to 
cut their budgets. We, the residents elected 
these individuals, of which I had only good 
experiences with their operations, yet, I 
am not saying they should also help where 
practical. Commissioners, I suggest you 
start in your own house. The fact that you 
think raising sales tax is the easy answer. I 
do not think so. Adding new “assessments” 
(taxes) is also not the answer. Tighten your 
belts and cut some fat from the county fi rst. 
How about appointing a fi nancial (budget) 
review board, then you can blame them for 
the tough solutions needed.

Taxing and continued spending, under 
the guise of bringing “clean light industry” 
to the county will no longer work. What 
will work is taking the 5 cents a gallon tax 
for gasoline, reduce the 7 percent sales tax 
back to 6 percent and make available more 
money for building businesses and creating 
jobs to build the local economy, not sustain 
the government growth.

Decisions-decisions, that’s why the tax 
payers pay the part-time commissioners 
$50,000 with benefi ts a year.

Tom Murphy
Okeechobee 

Letter to the editor



Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Donald Barber
OKEECHOBEE — Captain Don Barber, of Ea-

gle Bay Air Boats, journeyed home Thursday,  
March 11, 2010, after battling cancer for more 
than two years. 

Born November 
24, 1945 in Flint, 
Mich., he married 
Marcia Agle March 5, 
1966. He served in 
the U.S. Army. He 
was employed by 
Dupont before he re-
tired in 1993. He was 
Captain Don of Mar-
cia’s too and MD 
Charters in Harris-
ville, Mich. 
He enjoyed being a Captain in Okee-
chobee as well.

He will always be remembered for his sense 
of humor, his generosity and for the love he 
showed his wife and family.

He was preceded in death by his brothers, El-
wood and Eugene; and his brother-in-law, Dick.

Captain Don is survived by his wife of 44 
years, Marcia of Okeechobee; son, Chad and 
Angie of Westerly, R.I.; daughter, Heather and 
Randell Helm of Carrollton, Mich.; four grand-
daughters, Ashley, Alisha, Abbie and Jessica; 
great-grandchildren, Nyomi and Nate; mother, 
Virginia; two brothers, Duane and Aurine and 
Bob; sisters-in-law, Erma, Pam and Sandee; and 
brother-in-law, Doug. 

Memorial services will be 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 16, 2010, at the Gathering, with Pastor 
Mike Brown offi ciating. 

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made to 
the Gathering for cancer patients.

Arrangements are entrusted to the loving care 
of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, 205 N.E. 2nd St., Okeechobee.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

Richard Blaine Durrance, 56
OKEECHOBEE — Richard Blaine Durrance, 

passed away Thursday, March 11, 2010. He was 
56. 

He was born November 10, 1953 in Winter 
Haven. He was a 
lead serviceman of 
JBT Corporation. Mr. 
Durrance moved to 
Okeechobee from 
Leesburg in 1983. 
He was of the Bap-
tist faith. Mr. Dur-
rance proudly served 
our country in the 
U.S. Navy.

Mr. Durrance is 
survived by his wife 
of 34 years, 
Carol Durrance; his mother, Yvonne 
Tomlinson; two daughters, Tonya Tyson (John) 
and Karrie Daniels (Gene), all of Okeechobee; 
four sisters, Bernadette Holland of Georgia, An-
gela Simpson of Edgefi eld, S.C., and Alicia Pitt-
man and Charlotte Bailey, both of Okeechobee; 
three brothers, W.J. Durrance (Terisa) of Okee-
chobee, Mark Durrance (Kebra) of Umatilla and 
Dewitt Davis (Hazel) of Davenport; and three 
grandchildren.

Visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m. Sunday, 
March 14, 2010, at Bass Okeechobee Funeral 
Home. Funeral services will be 2 p.m. Monday, 
March 15, 2010, at Bass Okeechobee Funeral 
Home, with Pastor Jim Gilbert offi ciating. Inter-
ment will follow at Evergreen Cemetery.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 N.E. 2nd St., Okeechobee.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

EVERLASTING MEMORIALS
AND MONUMENTS, INC.

4001 SEBRING PARKWAY
SEBRING • 863-414-1005

Locally owned and operated by 
Darin & Kathy MacNeill

24 years in the funeral service industry

Specializing in Granite, Bronze, Grave
Coverings, Resettings, Cleanings & ALL

your Memorilization needs.  Give us a call
& allow us to help you create an 

Everlasting Memorial

Obituaries

6 Okeechobee News March 14, 2010

Sign guestbooks at
http://www.legacy.com

Service club to host dinner
The VFW Post 9528, 29012 East Hwy. 78, 

Okeechobee, will host a corned beef dinner 
on Sunday, March 14, from 12:30 until 4 
p.m. The menu includes corned beef, small 
potatoes, cabbage, carrots, and dessert. All 
members and guests are invited. There will 
be music from 1 until 4 p.m. We will have 
door prizes. Donations are $8. For more in-
formation, call 863-467-2882.

Masonic Lodge to host 
Sunday breakfast

The Okeechobee Masonic Lodge will 
host Sunday Breakfast on Sunday, March 
14, from 8 until 11 a.m. Donations are $6 
each and breakfast includes, eggs, bacon, 
sausage, grits, pancakes, biscuits, gravy, cof-
fee and juice. The public is welcome. 

Installation of pastor
Central Florida Presbytery and Okeecho-

bee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. Parrott 
Ave., would like to welcome the community 
to the special Installation Service on March 
14, at 3 p.m. Rev. Loy Mershimer was fi rst 
installed as designated pastor for a two-year 
term; he is not moving to a permanent call 
by unanimous consent of the congregation. 
Reception following the Fellowship Hall.

Free nutritional 
analysis offered

CRA Nutritional Analysis Class will be of-
fered on Monday, March 15, at 5:30 p.m. 
at Douglas Chiropractic and Fitness Center. 
The class is taught by Dr. Edward Douglas. 
For more information, please call 863-763-
4320. There is no charge for this class.

Community Events
Chaka’s Stars to hold Flag 
Football Tournament

A fundraiser to help the Chaka’s Stars 
program will be held on Saturday, March 
20, at the soccer fi elds across from North 
Elementary School. A fl ag football tourna-
ment will be open to both women and 
men’s teams. The cost is $200 per team. It 
is a double elimination tournament. You 
must bring your own ball to the game. The 
deadline to enter is Monday, March 15. 
Games begin sharply at 8 a.m. For more in-
formation call Daryl Allen at 863-697-3850 or 
Chaka Smith at 863-634-7424.

Shrine Club to host 
St. Patrick’s Dinner

A traditional St. Patrick’s Day Dinner will 
be served including Corned Beef and Cab-
bage with all the trimmings. Don your best 
“Green” and come join us on Wednesday, 
March 17, from 6 until 8 p.m. and enjoy be-
ing Irish, even just for the evening! Music will 
be provided beginning at 7 p.m. by Jim Elder. 
Donations for the dinner are just $7. Tickets 
are on sale now. Please call the Shrine Club 
at 863-697-2049 for more information.

Revival at Fountain of Life
Fountain of Life, 1302 S.W. 32nd St., in-

vites the community to their revival services 
March 17–21 with Evangelist Steven Brown 
from Wis. Nightly services start at 6 p.m. and 
the Sunday morning service starts at 11 a.m. 
For more information call 863-467-5503.

Church sponsors smoked 
chicken dinner

United Methodist Men of First United 
Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St., will 
be selling smoked chicken dinners on Fri-
day, March 19, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. There 
will be take out only with delivery available 
for 10 or more dinners. From 4 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. it will be dine in or take out. The menu 
consists of one quarter chicken, cole slaw, 
baked beans, roll and dessert for a $6 do-
nation. Tickets are available at the church 
offi ce or you may fax your order to 863-763-
2481 by 10:30 a.m. Thursday. Please include 
contact name, phone number and address 
to deliver dinners.

Financial issues discussed 
at presentation

OHS Academy of Finance and Seacoast 
National Bank presents an update on the lo-
cal economy with William Pittenger, senior 
vice president and Chief Real Estate Econo-
mist and Risk Advisor for Seacoast National 
Bank on Thursday, March 18, from 5:30 un-
til 7 p.m. at the Okeechobee Freshman Cam-
pus, 610 S.W. Second Ave. Topics of discus-
sion will include The present economy; how 
we got into this mess and where we go from 
here. Other items discussed include: What 
does the short term future hold? A forecast 
of the local market and also a discussion on 
foreclosures. Come and learn more about 
our economy and how it will affect you and 
your future. There is no charge for this event. 
Refreshments will be served.

‘A Land Remembered’ 
discussion at Library Club

Friends of the Okeechobee Library Book 
Club will meet on Thursday, March 18, at
6 p.m. in the library board room. The book 
for discussion is “A Land Remembered” by 
Patrick Smith. This event is free and open to 
the public. For more information please call 
Jan Fehrman at 863-357-9980.

Hospice hosting 
Special Yard Sale

Hospice of Okeechobee (411 SE 4th 
Street) will hold a Gigantic Yard Sale on 
Thursday, March 18 and Friday, March 19,
from 8 a.m. until noon. Specialty items this 
sale: Many NEW Easter items, Children’s 
clothing of all sizes and carpet remnants! 
We have NEW ITEMS galore offered at ex-
tremely reasonable prices. Funds raised will 
benefi t patient care, including services at 
The Hamrick Home. For information call 
863-467-2321.

Church to host bake sale
Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. 

Parrott Ave., will have a bake sale on Satur-
day, March 20 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. There 
will be cakes, pies, cookies, fresh baked 
bread, brownies and cupcakes. 



Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.www.tcdermatology.com

FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY THE  
AMERICAN BOARD OF DERMATOLOGY

Okeechobee  
863-467-9555
Vero Beach

772-778-7782

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Through her lawyer, Wesley Harvin, Hel-
en Boree is requesting a code violation fi ne 
amounting to $84,400 be reduced to zero. 
During hearings on Tuesday Okeechobee 
County Code Enforcement Special Magis-
trate Lois Nichols will also hear nine other 
cases.

Beginning in 2005 and continuing into 
2006 the Lakeshore Restaurant, which was 
located at 50 U.S. 441 S.E. accrued fi nes on 
two separate code violations amounting 
to $84,400. At that time the restaurant was 
owned by James and Helen Boree. They no 
longer own the property.

Arnetta Givens and Johnnie Mays will 
both have to answer charges of having 
condemned structures on the Douglas Park 
properties.

The special magistrate had previously 
found that Vidal and Tiela Torres had built 
a shed on their S.R. 70 W. property without 
the proper building permit. After obtaining 
the permit, they were given until March 11 to 
complete the work and obtain fi nal inspec-
tion.

In a case that was continued from Janu-
ary, Earl and Kristal Hoover were ordered to 
submit a permit application and plans for a 
barn that was built in Viking without a per-
mit.

There are fi ve cases that are facing a pos-
sible fi ne of up to $250 a day if they are not in 
compliance. John D. and Laura S. Holt have 
been ordered to remove the condemned 
structure from their S.E. 60th Drive property. 
Phillip McCallister has been ordered to bring 
his S.E. 37th Way property into compliance 
by removing a condemned structure. Arthur 
J. and Linda J. Steinberg were asked to mow 

and secure the abandoned structure on 

their N.W. 38th Avenue property and repair 

the skirting on the structure. If Robeldan C. 

Acosta has not mowed and trimming the 

overgrowth on his N.W. 98th Street lot, he 

could be fi ned. Gloria Jean Vonderau is also 

facing a possible fi ne if she has not either 

demolished or applied for a permit to re-

pair the structure on her N.E. 103rd Avenue 

property.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues 

Forum at www.newszap.com. Reporter 

Pete Gawda can be reached at pgawda@

newszap.com.

Magistrate asked to
forgive code violation fi ne

If you go ...
What: Okeechobee County Code 

Enforcement Special Magistrate Hear-
ing

When: 2 p.m. Tuesday, March 16
Where: Okeechobee County 

Health Department Auditorium, 1728 
N.W. Ninth Ave.

Free tax help available 
Need help fi lling out your income tax 

forms? VITA volunteers will be at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall, 501 S.E. Second Avenue, 
on Mondays and Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Returns will be done on a fi rst come, 
fi rst serve basis. The service may close early 
depending on volume. For information, call 
Neile Foreman at 863-357-1694 between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m.

News in Brief



Okeechobee 

Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

Bob and Fran did it as a team! 

It has been proven that dieting is 30% more

effective when you are dieting with a partner. 

So bring a friend or spouse in and take 

advantage of our 

Free Medical Cost for March!
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Okeechobee Livestock Market Report
March 8 and 9, 2010
Cows 
Breaking $52.00 $54.00
Cutter $37.00 $45.00
Canner $38.00 $46.00
Bulls
1000-1500 $66.00 $72.00
1500-2000 $62.00 $72.00

 Monday Tuesday
Calves 408 524
Cows 109 297
Str 14 11
Hfrs 7 10
Bulls 10 20
Yrlngs 79 32
Mix 0 29
Total 708 923

Med #1 Steers Hfrs
170-190 170-205 155-195
200-250 142-150 122-130
250-300  132-147 111-119
300-350 137-145 105-114
350-400 130-140 103-111
400-450 120-136 97-110
450-500 110-130 91-101
550-600 109-119 88-98
600-650 105-117 86-90

Med #2  Steers Hfrs
150-200 135-150 117-140
200-250 120-142 100-117
250-300 110-136 110-115
300-350  111-133 90-110
350-400  100-121 90-106
400-450  97-119 86-101

Small #1
250-300  110-117
300-350 115-195 104-106

Calves keep going up and 
cows are sliding down, cows 
and bulls are still selling good 
but calves have really shot 
up. Rabe Rabon topped the 
market with a high of $2.10, 
bought by Scott. JM Larson 
#4 topped the cow market 
with a high of $58.00, bought 
by Central.

Open on Mondays and 
Tuesdays. Pregnancy check 
available on Mondays.

See ya next week,
Todd

Special to the Okeechobee News/Sharon Vinson

Pencils for FCAT
Dudley Kirton, Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Association, presented BEEF It’s 
What’s For Dinner pencils to Sharon Suits, Mary Hurley, Okeechobee Coun-
ty School District, and Sharon Vinson, Shared Services Network. The pen-
cils arrived just in time to help students “attack the FCAT”! FCAT testing 
began March 9. Thank you Cattlemen’s Association for supporting the youth 
in our community!

The Okeechobee County Fair opened Fri-
day at the Agri-Civic Center with the fi rst day 
of the Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Spring Ro-
deo on Saturday. The rodeo continues today. 
The fair continues through next weekend.

Throughout the fair, entertainment will 
include the Kandu Magic Show, Pig Races 
and the Motor World Display. Local arts and 
crafts will also be on display and local busi-
nesses and organizations will have booths in 
the exhibition area.

Weekdays, the fair opens at 5 p.m. On Sat-
urday and Sunday, the fair opens at noon.

On Sunday, March 14, the fair opens at 
noon. The second performance of the two-
day rodeo starts at 2:30 p.m. The Hispanic 
Band Jamboree starts at 5 p.m. The extreme 
trail challenge horse event starts at 4 p.m.

Monday, March 15 is Ladies’ Night at the 
fair. with free admission for all ladies. The 
Okeechobee Idol preliminary contest starts 
at 7 p.m.

Tuesday, March 16, is student night with 
$2 gate admission for all students. The Dairy 
Cow Show starts at 5 p.m. A Guitar Hero 
competition starts at 6 p.m.

For more information online go to www.
okeechobeecountyfair.com, or call the hot 
line at 1-800- 467-1690.

County fair 
and rodeo 
under way



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The end may be in 
sight! The Okeecho-
bee City Council is 
scheduled to hold the 
fi rst reading and set a 
date for the fi nal read-
ing of the long debated sign ordinance. 

The proposed ordinance states that window coatings affi xed to 
the outside of windows by an adhesive will not be counted as part the 
total allowable area for building signs. Nor shall temporary signs be 
counted against the total allowable number of freestanding or build-
ing signs. The ordinance sets limitations on the number, type and 
total areas of signs. 

Turning to other matters, the council will consider a small scale 
amendment to the future land use map from single family to com-
mercial for property in the 200 block of S.E. Third Street. The change 
was requested by property owner Shirley Baker to allow for operation 
of a home health care nursing offi ce. The planning board has recom-
mended that the city council approve the request.

Lyn Topal of Florida’s Heartland Rural Economic Development Ini-
tiative (FHREDI) will appear before the council to request support for 
her organization’s grant application for improved broadband internet 
service. She will explain the technical details of the program as well 
as the operation of Florida Rural Broadband Alliance, LLC, the corpo-
ration that would be set up to run the broadband network.

As a result of favorable insurance rates from Public Risk Manage-
ment, the city’s insurer, the council will consider rescinding its previ-
ous action to withdraw from Public Risk Management coverage. 

The mayor is expected to proclaim the month of April to be Wa-
ter Conservation Month and Sexual Assault Awareness Month in the 
city.

HMO, PPO and PFFS plans with a Medicare contract. 
*Some exceptions may apply. 
M0006_GHA07BDHH TC 3/10

Is your Medicare health plan right for you?
If not, there is still time to switch to Humana.  

But mark your calendar! You only have until  March 31 
to change your plan for 2010.*  

Humana offers a variety of Medicare Advantage health plans. 
Our licensed sales representatives are happy to meet with you 
and help you fi nd a plan that best fi ts your needs and budget.  

For more information on why a Humana plan 
is right for you, call today! 

1-800-279-1322 (TTY: 1-877-833-4486)
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week

You get a health 
checkup every year--
how about a health
insurance checkup?

Berger Insurance Services, Inc.
800 South Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

Free review and no obligation quote.
We write with CIGNA, 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
Aetna, and United Healthcare.

Phone: 35-SMOKE
101 SW 2nd Avenue

TOBACCO 
PLACE

• Cigars • Pipe Tobacco 
• Roll-Your-Own Cigarettes 

• E-Cigarettes • Zippos
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Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

Growing garden
Mr. Brian Dryden and students from the Ag class from the 
Freshman Campus are giving the kids some pointers on 
gardening. The students are eager to start as Miss Burks 
and Mrs. Schilling, a Foster Grandparent look on. They can-
not wait to see the sunfl owers, beans, tomatoes and all the 
rest of the goodies they planted.

Sign ordinance back 
on city council agenda

If you go ...
What: Okeechobee City Council
When: 6 p.m., Tuesday, March 16
Where: Council Chambers, Okeecho-

bee City Hall, 55 S.E. Third Ave.



PEPPERS
PAMELA & MICHAEL

On March 1, 2010, Pastor 
Michael & Pamela Peppers 
of Okeechobee, celebrat-

ed their 25th wedding anniversary 
by renewing their vows at Faith 
Tabernacle Church in Boynton 
Beach. Faith Tabernacle is the same 
church that they were married at 
in 1985.  The celebration was offi-
ciated by Dan West of Lake Worth, 
with close family and friends in at-
tendance. Immediately following 
the ceremony, Michael and Pam 
departed on a one-week Caribbean 
cruise for their second honeymoon.

Michael & Pam have one beau-
tiful daughter, Emily Ann. Emily is 
19 years old and is currently pur-
suing her degree in medicine.  In 
September of 2009 Michael & Pam 
celebrated 20 years of being in 
full-time ministry. Michael & Pam 
own and operate the Disciples 
of Christ Ranch (“DC Ranch”) in 
Okeechobee, which is a ministry 
for young men with life-control-
ling problems. They also proudly 
pastor the First Baptist Church 
of Basinger. Nothing brings them 
more joy than seeing someone 
give their heart to the Lord, and 
they are looking to see what the 
Lord holds for the next 25 years!

ANNIVERSARY

Okeechobee’s Finest Restaurant & Watering Hole 

Sun - Thurs. 
11am to 9pm

Fri & Sat 
11am to 10pm 
(Bar closes at

2 am every day)

VIP
Room 

Available
Call for Details

Appetizers
Santa Fe Eggrolls 

Fired up Chicken Wings 

Hammerhead’s Signature Soup
Chicken Monterey

Tortilla Soup
Soups ~ Salads ~ Sandwiches ~ Seafood 
 Steaks  and Hammerhead Specialties 

Fillet of Flounder Oskar 
Mahi mahi

Atlantic and Gulf Grouper

863-357-4745
Located on Taylor Creek 

202 NE 7th Ave. & Hwy 70 E
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Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

Students of the Week
Central Elementary students of the week of March 8-12, include: kindergar-
ten students, Issac Watford, Adolph Torres, Jacari Mathis, John Smet, Anja 
Koivunen, Layla Edmonds; fi rst graders, Zachary Reister, Keyana Johnson, 
Rebecca Lasseter-Ashby, Tia Harsh, Faith Simmons, Lindsey Jaimes; sec-
ond grade students, Lillian Arellano, Orlan Hagins, Nichole Folbrecht, Ja-
son Birdwell, Molly Spearow, Brighton Bauman, Mayra Garcia; third graders, 
Natalie Saucedo, Nicolas Thomas, Rocky Resendiz, Brenden Bostwick, Yes-
enia Santizo; fourth grade students, Taylor Jordan, Steven Lassiter, Johnny 
Brooks, Danielle Martinez. Congratulations to all of the students.

Special to the Okeechobee News/SES

Students of the Week
Congratulations to the Students of the Week for March 12. They are: Elijah 
Cortez, Mayah Higuita, Ethan Adamo, Hayle Padgett, Alek Betscher, Bryan Ni-
eto Reyes, Jonathan Dutcher, Jenna Brown, Viana Camasura, Barbara Hicks, 
Juliett Navarro Nieto, Jalen Pryor, Dylan Smith, Merydian Causier, Savannah 
Longberry, Jared Phares, Karlyn Daniel, Daniel Arellano, Damion Garcia, and 
Dakata Ray. South Elementary School—Where Eagles Soar!



Weekday Breakfast Specials  

1. N.Y. Strip Steak    
2. Veal Parmigiana with Spaghetti  
3. Chicken and Shrimp
4. Grilled Mahi Mahi 
5. Hearty Homemade Meatloaf
6. Shrimp Alfredo over pasta

1111 S. Parrott Ave, 
Okeechobee

863-467-2224

1. Touchdown Breakfast $489

2 Eggs, 2 bacon, 2 links, 2 pancakes
2. French Toast Combo $489

2 eggs, 2 links, 2 bacon
3. Diced Ham Scramble $489

Choice of Potato, grits or pancake 
4. Breakfast Croissant $489

with Potato
5. Strawberry Pancakes $489

and whipped cream 
6. Bagel with cream cheese $489

fruit cup, and coffee

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
4PM - 11PM

All You Can Eat
Fish or Shrimp
Served with Fries and Cole Slaw

Shrimp Fest 
Land ‘N Sea $999

Shrimp Scampi $799

Shrimp Ceasar Salad $799

Sweet ‘N Sour Shrimp $799

Sweet Alfredo $799

$999

$1859

All Special served with 2 sides. Soup or Salad,
and complimentary pudding or ice cream 

All served with fries or onion rings 

All Special served with 2 sides. Soup or Salad,
and complimentary pudding or ice cream 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
1. Any Regular Omelette
with Potato, Toast or Pancake
2. County Fried Steak
with 2 eggs, Potato & Toast 

$639

$599

SPECIALS SERVED 
7 DAYS • 6 AM - 11 PM 

2 Dinners - 
Your Choice 

For the Price of one!

Weekday Lunch Specials  

1. Bistro Ham ‘N Cheese
2.Turkey Reuben Sandwich
3. Patty Melt 
4. Philly Cheese Steak 
5. Golden Fish Fillet Sandwich

2 Senior Dinners 
from senior menu

$11.59
Includes Soup or Salad Ice

Cream or Pudding

Anytime 
7 Days a Week 

THEATRE III:“ALICE IN WONDERLAND” 
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. &
Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00

& 7:00

THEATRE II:  “DEAR JOHN”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. &

Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon.
3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE I:  “CRAZY HEART”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun.

& Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon.
3:00 & 7:00

March 12March 12th th -- March 18March 18thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

PG-13

R

PG

The Law Office of

Gerald Lefebvre
“Compare my experience and 

credentials to any other attorney’s”

www.accidentattorneyoffice.com
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On Dec. 5, Jennifer and Kathleen Turner 
presented a program for the Okeechobee 
Chapter Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion. 

They displayed their American Girl doll 
collection and the accompanying books. 
The dolls are dressed to commemorate a 
period in American history. 

They represent a pioneer child, a native 
American and many others. Each doll has a 

book telling the story of the person repre-

sented by the dolls. The girls have been col-

lecting and lovingly playing with these dolls 

since they were small children and now that 

they are beyond childhood, plan to pass the 

books and dolls down to younger cousins. 

In this way they will create a legacy of learn-

ing and loving American history from them 

to the future generations of their family.

Doll collection commemorating 
American history shared with DAR

Special to the Okeechobee News
Jennifer and Kathleen Turner stand by the American Girl doll collection that was 
the subject of their presentation to the Okeechobee chapter of the DAR.

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

Water Conservation 
Month proclaimed
At their meeting on Thursday, March 
11, Okeechobee County Commis-
sioners proclaimed the month of 
April to be Water Conservation 
Month in the County. Commission 
Chairman Clif Betts presented the 
proclamation to Missie Barletto of 
South Florida Water Management 
District.



877-221-1599 
772-221-1510

4443 SW Martin Hwy.
Palm City, FL 34990

Monday- Friday 8-6

www.extreme-performance.biz        
http://www.myspace.com/extremeperformance07  

ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE 

Joseph, we’re pro

work. Love, 

JOSEPH EXAMPL

oud of 

mom a

KID DAY

LE

JOSEPH EXAMPLE

We just wanted to tell the world how 

proud we are of our son Joseph.

He got straight A’s on his last report 

card and has shown true team spirit w
ith 

his soccer squad.

He helps with the household chores 

and always has a smile on his face. 

He’s a responsible big brother and 

can always be counted out to look after 

his little
 sister.

Son, we think you are incredible. 

Love, mom and dad.

ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE KID DAY

f 
a

Submit
your

good news
today at

www.newszap.com

Absolutely Incredible Kid Day is March 19

Celebrations
Mark the day with a Special Occasion announcement in 
print and online! Your child deserves some recognition. 

Let your friends and neighbors know how proud you are.

•An announcement 
in the newspaper of 

your choice

• An online 
listing at 

newszap.com

•Online guestbook 
for friends and 

family

•Online photo 
gallery for up to 

10 photos

FOR A MODEST CHARGE, EACH PACKAGE INCLUDES:
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Christa Luna and Gilbert Chevrolet made a huge donation to OCRA Wednesday. 
President Lawrence Fipps and an OCRA team posed for this photo shoot.

Equipment and check 
donated, teams can also 
raise money with Chevrolet 
Baseball Fundraiser

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

A brand new Chevrolet Traverse sat in 
center fi eld at the Okeechobee Citizens 
Recreation Association Wednesday with a 
group of young players standing beside it as 
Gilbert Chevrolet donated $500 to the local 
program as part of the Chevy Youth Baseball 
Initiative.

The local dealership will help provide 
baseball equipment, instructional clinics, a 
monetary donation, and an opportunity for 
the program to raise an additional $10,000 
in funds through a Chevy vehicle giveaway-
fundraiser.

General Manager Christa Luna said Chev-
rolet and Gilbert Chevrolet have a long his-
tory of helping the local community, “We’re 
happy to help the community. We want to 
bring that excitement and commitment to 
youth baseball in the communities where 
our customers and their families live. Youth 
baseball has always played an important role 
in Okeechobee so we are thrilled to support 
our kids in a meaningful way.”

Luna herself played in the Okeechobee 
program as a child along with her brother 
Bert Culbreath, who also played college 
baseball at Northwood University. Luna said 
she likes to be able to give back to the com-
munity because she can see the results.

“I feel very good. It’s a very nice oppor-
tunity to help Okeechobee youth baseball. 
It is very nice to be able to contribute some-
thing back to the community because the 

community supports Gilbert Chevrolet,” she 
added.

OCRA President Lawrence Fipps said the 
donation is a big help to the program. He 
stated that in these tough economic times 
the program really has to watch every dollar 
they spend.

“We also wanted the kids to realize 
where all the money comes from to support 
the program. I think the kids appreciate all 
our sponsors and all the help we get from 
this community,” he added.

Gilbert Chevrolet presented OCRA with 
equipment kids that included equipment 
bags, baseball buckets, dry-erase coach’s 
clipboards and Chevy youth baseball t-shirts. 
The clinics will include experienced instruc-
tors from former Major League and Minor 
league baseball players and coaches.

The league also has an opportunity to 
raise funds in a Chevy Youth Baseball Fund-
raiser. Leagues across the country will each 
receive 2,000 fundraiser entry tickets to dis-
tribute. The league will keep 100 percent of 
the proceeds raised. Prizes include fi ve new 
vehicles which are worth up to $30,000 each 
and a home entertainment center valued at 
$1,000.

Chevrolet has expanded its support of 
Major League Baseball to the youth baseball 
players in communities across the country 
through the Chevy Youth Baseball program. 
Now in its fi fth season, the grass roots ini-
tiative has activation in more than 20 states 
and seeks to establish a positive connection 
between local dealers and the communities 
they serve. The program has raised more 
than $7 million dollars for leagues across the 
country.

For more information on Chevy Youth 
Baseball visit their website, www.youth-
sportswired.com.

Gilbert Chevrolet goes to 
bat for OCRA programs



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School’s softball team 
waited a year before they could get a chance 
to avenge last year’s loss to Suncoast that ru-
ined their bid for a third consecutive district 
title.

Okeechobee got it Thursday night as they 
defeated the Lady Chargers 2-1 in a pitchers 
duel in Riviera Beach.

“The girls did enough to get out of there. 
I would have like to have shut them out,” 
Coach Kim Hargraves said.

Okeechobee had to wait an hour due to 
a lightning delay in the 7th inning to fi nally 
get the win. 

They waited a half hour in the dugout 
and another half hour in the school bus be-
fore they fi nally fi nished off the win.

Samantha Harrell was tough on the 
mound. She allowed just a 7th inning home 
run to Veronica Alred, and struck out 14 bat-
ters.

“I think we were the only game to play 
in Palm Beach County, they made us wait 
an hour, then gave us a 10 minute warm-
up, it was a tough way to fi nish a game,” 
Hargraves said.

Although Okeechobee didn’t manage 
an offi cial hit in the game, Hargraves said 
the girls actually hit the ball pretty well. She 
mentioned Suncoast has a bigger fi eld with 
a higher outfi eld fence than Okeechobee 
and that some of the fl y balls the Brahmans 
hit would have been home runs had the 

game been played in Okeechobee. “We hit 
the ball hard and well but they were right to 
somebody. The wind also affected some of 
the fl y balls.”

Hargraves said Harrell pitched awesome 
as she allowed just a few dribblers on the 
infi eld and struck out 14. She also had good 
control.

Okeechobee scored their two runs in the 
sixth inning against Lindsey Harris. Naomi 
Stephens hit a fl y ball that the left fi elder mis-
judged. It dropped for an error.

 Ashtyn Brown also reached base on an 
error and both players scored when LeAnna 
Cotton hit a popup that the catcher dropped. 
The catcher’s throw to fi rst base couldn’t be 

handled and the ball went into the outfi eld. 

Stephens and Brown hustled all the way 

around to score the runs.

“Overall I think were the best team in the 

district player by player. I do think that host-

ing a game is an advantage,” she said.

Okeechobee was ranked seventh in Class 

4A by Florida Sports Writers this week.

This weekend the Lady Brahmans played 

at a tournament at Sebastian River. Friday’s 

games were cancelled by inclement weath-

er. Hargraves said the tournaments on the 

Lady Brahmans schedule should provide the 

team with some really good competition.

Softball team avenges last year’s loss

Feel good banking

At Seacoast National Bank, you’ll always 
fi nd friendly service and local decision-
making, along with services designed just 
for you. And did we mention great rates?

 *  Annual Percentage Yield. Requires $1,500 new money in a Seacoast National Bank Premium Checking Package. 
Rate accurate as of August 14, 2009 and is guaranteed for 180 days from date of account opening. 

 **  Annual Percentage Yield accurate as of August 14, 2009 and is guaranteed for 120 days from the date of account 
opening. $2,500 minimum new money is required for the Seacoast Money Market Account. After 120 days, interest 
may be recalculated by applying the variable interest rate established for each tier to the daily collected balance. If 
balance falls below $2,500, a $15.00 per month service charge will be incurred. Fees may impact earnings. Offers 
may be withdrawn at any time.

Feel good about your bank

www.seacoastnational.com

With the Seacoast Premium Checking 
package, your personal savings account, 
Visa® check card, standard checks, 
online banking and bill pay are all FREE!

Call or visit any of our friendly 
branches to take advantage of this 
limited time off er.

Seacoast Premium 
Checking

Personal Money
Market Account

1 50% 
 

APY**1 25 % 
 

APY*

with great rates.

If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in

our EZPay
subscription plan, you’ll

not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 

s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you

can read YOUR

newspaper 

anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value

of $72 --

Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is

the most convenient way to pay for

your subscription.  Once it’s set up,

it’s automatic every month.  And with

no bills, no checks and no mail,

EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:

https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:

readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586

It’s all about you, your news, your 
neighbors, your life
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Real Life Children’s Ranch 
plan benefi t tournament

Real Life Children’s Ranch will hold their 
annual fund raising golf tournament on 
April 17, at the Okeechobee County Golf 
and Country Club. The entry fee is $50 per 
person or $200 per team and includes cof-
fee, donuts, 18 holes of golf with cart, lunch 
and door prizes. 

There will also be an opportunity to win a 
new car in the Hole-In-One contest. 

For more information, contact Darlene 
Mayers at 863-634-4200 (darlene.mayers@
rlcr.org) or Bill Casian at 863-697-0211 (pep-
per@strato.net).

Rotary Club of Okeechobee 
hosts L.O.S.T. ride-run-walk

Rotary Club of Okeechobee is having 
their Seventh Annual L.O.S.T. Ride-Run-Walk 
Event on Saturday, March 27. 

Registration from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. at Scott 
Driver Boat Ramp. 

Registration fee is $20/adult and $15/chil-
dren 10 & under and children 5 and under 
are free. 

Bicyclists may choose to ride round-trip 
courses of 12, 20, 40 or 54 miles. Runners 
and walkers will follow a 5K course. 

For more information or downloadable 
registration forms visit: www.OkeechobeeR-
otary.org.

Sports in brief



Freshman Campus Auditorium (also known 
as the community theatre building, behind 
Golden Corral Restaurant.)

Parents who attend the meetings may ob-
tain their login and passwords for the system 
there. Those who cannot attend the meet-
ings may obtain their login and passwords at 
their child’s school after March 22.

The link to the family access portal can 
be found on the Okeechobee County School 
System’s web site at http://www.okee.k12.
fl .us/.

Instructional technology specialist Shaw-
na May explained that the Skyward system 
gives parents access to all grades, assign-
ments given and information about missed 
assignments. The calender notes which days 
the child was tardy or absent.

Parents can also use the web page to 
check the child’s personal information, 
which includes the names and addresses 
of legal guardians, and persons authorized 
to pick the child up from school. However, 
changes to that information can only be 
made at the school.

A medical information tab allows parents 
to check on the status of the child’s immuni-
zation records.

The message center allows teachers to 
post messages to the parents. Initially these 
will be used for general messages—such 
as a reminder about a fi eld trip or special 
event. 

But as the parents and teachers become 
more familiar with the system, it might also 
be used for individual messages.

“Teachers can keep a log on your child 
and give parents notes about the child,” she 
explained.

On the web page, parents can fi nd their 
child’s schedule—very helpful if you want to 
know what time your child eats lunch.

All test scores, including FCAT scores, 
will also be available. 

“Eventually we will be able to attach re-
port cards to the web site instead of printing 
them out to send home,” she said.

Parents can also opt for email notifi ca-
tions from Skyward.

“You can opt to have the system email 
if certain things happen, for example if the 
child is tardy or absent, if an assignment is 
missing, if they receive a grade that is less 

than a 79.5 or if their current grade for a 

class is less than 79.5.

Parents can decide how often they want a 

progress report on their child—daily, weekly 

or monthly. These reports will automatically 

be generated from the data available.

Mrs. May said each parent is asked to 

keep their login and password confi dential. 

She said students will be given their own lo-

gins and passwords.

“We are asking that you do not share 

your password with your child because 

down the road we will be able to handle at-

tendance online so that a parent can send a 

message online if the child is out sick. We 

don’t want the child to be able to do that for 

themselves,” she explained.

Should you suspect that someone else 

may be using your login, the system provides 

a login history, showing each time the login 

was used. If parents think the password may 

have been compromised, they can change 

the password.

The web site will not only provide current 

information but also give the parents access 

to their child’s complete history—to the day 

they started school. For example, seniors in 

high school have records all the way back to 

kindergarten.

Mrs. May noted using the system will save 

on paper (saving both trees and money) 

and should solve the problem of notes sent 

home to parents being “lost” at the bottom 

of a student’s bookbag.

BUYER BROKERAGE
CO. OF OKEECHOBEE
BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,

CRS, GRI, APPRAISERCRS, GRI, APPRAISER

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
1039 S.E. Everglades Blvd • Okeechobee

(863) 763-2334 • (863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS 
SAVING 
BUYERS
MONEY!

Patricia Louise Goolsby,
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

WELL-MAINTAINED 2/2 SWMH with
large FL rm. 2 Car Carport, Lg Shed
with concrete floor, Bdrm 2 has its own
bathroom. Solid wood cabinets
throughout home. FULLY FUR-
NISHED!! MLS #203643, $57,900.

WATERFRONT - CANAL OFF RIM
CANAL - Well kept and maintained
3/2 Frame with Stucco home with
many new amenities. Furnished, just
bring your toothbrush. It has a boat
house. MLS #202762, $104,900.

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

FOR THESE LISTINGS, CALL VICKI ANDERSON 863-634-4106.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

GREAT STARTER HOME: 2/2.
Laminate floors in kitchen, living
room, hallway. Seven large grandfa-
ther oaks in yard. Attic in garage.
Good location PRICED TO
SELL!!!! MLS #202856, $109,900.

WATERFRONT 3/2 MH, close to
shopping etc. Appliances including
washer & dryer. Shingle Roof in
2005. Big pantry 4x7. Double roofed
and double sided for extra insula-
tion.  MLS #202925, $49,900.

2/1 FRAME WITH STUCCO. Shed
that has been made into a Studio
and fully furnished with electric and
A/C. It has a huge workshop with
Refrigerator. Swing in backyard
stays. MLS #203409, $99,900.
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3/2 CBS HOME with open concept
and very spacious. Ceramic tile
throughout. The garage has work-
benches built which are very nice.
Large Master Bdrm has large walk-in
closet. MLS #203806, $119,000.

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

1012-H: 4/2 CBS home
in town conveniently
close to everything on a
large Lot. Chain link
fenced. Call today for
further info. $115,000
MLS# 203380

5000-H: 2-Story 5
Bedrooms 2 Bath home
located on a little over ½
acre. On HWY 441
South.  $99,650  MLS
#203524

2001-M: Taylor Creek
MH. New skirting,
wooden dock, Two
sheds, furnished, new
appliances, screened
porch. $62,000 MLS
#203697

4004-H: Buckhead
Ridge Lake Access
home on a large cul-
de-sac Lot with a lot
of potentials. Water
on both sides, partial
seawall. $89,000
MLS #202218

5024-M: Mobile home
on 1+/-acre with Pole
Barn, shed, partial
fenced on paved
street. $50,000 MLS
#202873
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5009-H: 3/2 home on
4.65+/- acres. Needs
some work. Screen
porch. Located in
Edwards Subdivision
(NW 172nd CT) $54,500

1200 S. Parrott Ave.
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www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net
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THE OAKS AT SHANNON’S CROSSING
US 441 South Of City Near Taylor’s Creek

New Affordable 1, 2 and 3 BR Apartments
$457 - $632 a Month or LESS!

Income and Occupational Restrictions Apply

NOW LEASING!  Move-In Next Week!
to Dairy, Cattle, Citrus, Nursery, Row Crop, Sprayers & All Ag/Non-Ag Employees

Call Now! 863-467-0275 Bonus! Computer
Lab, Dishwasher,
Disposal & Storage

3/2 DWMH is very open and spacious
in Brindaban Forest. Well taken care of
with many upgrades, has above
ground pool surrounded by a very nice
wood deck. MLS#203597 $109,900
Call Wendy 863-697-6716

2/2 DWMH w/2 car carport. Large FL
Room. public pool, lawn care, free stor-
age for the RV and cable all for the Low
maintenance fee of $93.00 a month.
Must see to appreciate! MLS#203021
$89,999 Call Marcia 863-634-1229

3Bd, 2 Ba in Okeechobee Estates, on
Canal side w/lg rm attached, possible
office or fourth bedroom. Breezeway
w/tropical garden. MLS#203751
$127,000 Call Sheryl at 863-634-372
or Barbara at 863-634-7547

Immaculate 2Br/2Ba DWMH on
fenced manicured acre+ detached
garage/workshop, new kitchen
flooring and like new furniture and
window treatments. MLS#203068
$74,500 Call Kathy 863-634-7728
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Watering limited to two 
days a week in Okeechobee

Sweeping year-round water conserva-
tion measures that will help protect South 
Florida’s water resources into the future take 
effect on Monday, March 15, with the start 
of permanent limits on landscape irrigation 
throughout the South Florida Water Man-
agement District (SFWMD). The SFWMD 
Governing Board today last week to rescind 
emergency restrictions that had been in 
place through water shortage conditions, so 
that the new and permanent conservation 
measures could begin.

“The move from emergency landscape ir-
rigation restrictions to year-round water con-
servation measures marks a historic turning 
point for South Florida,” said SFWMD Gov-
erning Board Chairman Eric Buermann. 
“Water conservation in our region can no 
longer be a reaction to short-term adversity. 
Conservation has become a proactive strat-
egy to protect water resources for the long-
term benefi t of our environment and our 
communities.”

Developed with input from water users 
across the region after more than two years 
and 30 public workshops, the rule limits ir-
rigation of existing landscapes to two days 
per week. A provision in the rule allows 
for three-day-a-week irrigation in counties 
south of Lake Okeechobee, including Bro-
ward, Collier, Glades, Hendry, Lee, Martin, 
Miami-Dade, Monroe, Palm Beach and St. 
Lucie counties.

Residents and businesses in many areas 
will notice no change in irrigation schedules 
following the transition from emergency 
restrictions to the Year-Round Landscape 
Irrigation Rule. Highlights of the year-round 
rule include:

• Two-day-a-week watering in Charlotte, 
Highlands, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola 
and Polk counties. By local ordinance, resi-
dents and businesses in unincorporated 
Orange County should follow the St. Johns 
River Water Management District’s land-
scape irrigation rule, which limits irrigation 
to one day a week after Daylight Savings 
Time ends. 

• Options for 3-day-a-week watering, 
unless more restrictive local ordinances are 
enacted, in Broward, Collier, Glades, Hen-
dry, Lee, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Palm 
Beach and St. Lucie counties. 

• No irrigation, except as noted below, 
on any day between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Ir-
rigation using reclaimed water, rain harvest-
ing systems and various low-volume meth-
ods — such as micro-irrigation, container 
watering and hand watering with a hose 
and automatic shut-off nozzle — may be 
conducted at any time. 

• Additional watering days are provided 
following the installation of new lawns and 
landscaping for up to 90 days. 

The District may grant variances for users 
of “smart” irrigation technologies described 
in Senate Bill 494, passed by the Florida Leg-
islature in 2009. 

The Year-Round Landscape Irrigation 
Rule provides local governments with the 
fl exibility to adopt more stringent landscape 
irrigation ordinances at their discretion, 
based on local water demands, system limi-

tations or resource availability. 
The Year-Round Landscape Irrigation 

Rule is designed to curb water use in South 
Florida — the highest in the state at an esti-
mated 179 gallons per person per day. Out-
door irrigation accounts for up to half of all 
potable water produced within the region. 
Up to 50 percent of the water applied to 
lawns is lost to evaporation and runoff with 
no benefi t to the landscape.

The District estimates implementation of 
the Year-Round Landscape Irrigation Rule 
may reduce overall potable water demand 
by 5 to 10 percent, based on a recent SF-
WMD study of regional demand reductions 
experienced during the 2007-2009 water 
shortage. Under a two-day-a-week watering 
schedule, the 44 largest utilities in the Dis-
trict saved an estimated 138 million gallons 
of water per day over a six-month period 
during the emergency water shortage.

The decision to end emergency land-
scape irrigation restrictions refl ects im-
proved water conditions since the end of the 
record 2008-2009 dry season. The El Niño 
weather pattern has brought above average 
rainfall during the current dry season, and 
groundwater levels throughout most of the 
District are normal or above normal for this 
time of year. 

During the 2009-2010 dry season, the Dis-
trict has already received more than double 
the rainfall compared to last year’s dry sea-
son, which was the driest six-month period 
in South Florida history based on records 
dating back to 1932. The water level in Lake 

Okeechobee is nearly a foot higher than it 
was at this time last year.

Although some residents and businesses 
may irrigate three days a week under the 
new rule, two-day-a-week irrigation is often 
more than enough for South Florida lawns 
and landscapes, which typically need only 
three-quarters to an inch of water a week. 
Irrigation may not even be necessary if suf-
fi cient rain falls during the week. In addition, 
less frequent watering helps condition grass 
to develop deeper, stronger roots, creating a 
healthier, more drought-tolerant lawn that 
can better respond to dry times.

“South Florida’s residents and businesses 
have learned many important lessons about 
water conservation from recent droughts,” 
said SFWMD Executive Director Carol Ann 
Wehle. “Continuation of that educational 
process during more favorable conditions 
is crucial to the future success of the Year-
Round Landscape Irrigation Rule and other 
water conservation steps taken by the Dis-
trict.” The Year-Round Landscape Irrigation 
Rule is a component of the District’s Com-
prehensive Water Conservation Program, 
approved by the Governing Board in Sep-
tember 2008 to encourage more responsible 
use of water throughout South Florida. 

For details on the Comprehensive Water 
Conservation Program and water-saving tips, 
please visit www.savewaterfl .com. More in-
formation about the Year-Round Landscape 
Irrigation Rule, including which days of the 
week irrigation is allowed, is available at 
www.sfwmd.gov/2days.

Yes, this newspaper is part of
a “chain.” But this “chain” is
unlike any other.

We are owned by a journalis-
tic trust. All after-tax profits
are invested in our mission of
community service through
good local journalism.

Staffing is local, and we seek
out people who care about
the community and want to
stay here.
How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., 
Mark Leach, R-PA , Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, 
and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge 
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will 
provide you with high quality medical and cosmetic skin 
care services in a personal and caring environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology 

• Acne  • Psoriasis  • Eczema

• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders    

• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery

• Skin Allergies and Rashes  

• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments 

• Evolence®    • Botox®   

• Juvéderm TM
   • Radiesse®  

• Restylane®   • Perlane®  

• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:

• Hair  • Moles 

• Brown Spots  • Warts 

• Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

Ted Shiff, M.D.   Dwayne Montie, D.O.  Mark Leach, R-PA  Sharon Barrineau, ARNP  John Minni, D.O.   
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Great
 Location!
 OFFICE    
SPACE

Upstairs & 
Downstairs Avail.

863-763-4740

Houses - Rent Office Space Rent
Office Space Rent

Place Your Ad Online, 
From the Comfort

of Your Home!
For more listings,

go to
www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Garage/
Yard Sales

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Hwy 78, March 20, 
2010, 8 a.m. - 4 
p.m.. Buckhead 
Ridge Moose Lodge 
Spring Craft Fair. 
New crafters, new 
items! Join us for 
our second craft 
fair.  Crafters will be 
outside and inside, 
with our popular 
Crafters Cafe 
available again.  For 
more information 
call Bonnie at 
357-1556

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

DISPATCHER

The Seminole Police Department is 
looking for Police Dispatchers.  
Emergency Medical experience pre-
ferred. Needs to be a citizen or have 
an alien resident card, 19 years or 
older, with high school diploma or 
GED. Shift work.

If you are interested please visit 
www.semtribe.com, click under 
employment and download applica-
tion.

QUALITY CONTROL
Earn up to $100 per day. 
Evaluate retail stores, 
training provided, No ex-
perience required. Call 
888-615-5249

Employment
Medical

HEALTHCARE
SPECIALIST

Lincare, leading nation-
al respiratory company 
seeks Healthcare Spe-
cialist. Responsibilities: 
Disease Management 
Program, clinical 
evaluations, equipment 
setup & education. Be 
the doctor’s eyes in the 
home setting. RN, RRT, 
CRT licensed as appli-
cable. Great personality 
with strong work ethic 
needed. Competitive 
salary, benefi ts & ca-
reer paths. Drug Free 
Workplace, EOE. Please 
fax resume to Angel, 
863-763-5191 or call 
863-763-7337

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Medical

MH THERAPIST
Needed for children’s 

OP services in H-G Co.
Must have Master’s.

For info, call
(863)612-0728

Employment
Part Time

Driver’s Wanted for 
Okeechobee, Lake Area 
& other areas. 
772-597-2629.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES

Part-Time. Responsible 
for housekeeping duties.  
Handyman skills helpful.  
Bilingual (Spanish/Eng-
lish)preferred.  Fax re-
sume to (863)357-2991 
or apply at Florida Com-
munity Health Centers, 
1100 N. Parrott Ave., 
Okeechobee, FL.  
hr@fchcinc.org
EOE/DFWP

Employment
Part Time

HANDYMAN - Needed 
Part Time in Palm City 
Area. (772)597-2629.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boating

For Sale: 2004 Key West 
172, 90 Johnson Trol-
ling Motor, 2 fi sh fi nd-
ers, Magic tilt trailer, 
new mooring cover. 
$10,500 419-307-2834

Excavation

CLEARING & HAULING
Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Toys & Games

CHEAP WII GAMES - 
ALMOST 300 TITLES 
AVAILABLE, JUST RE-
LEASED GAMES. CALL 
FOR LIST AND PRICES. 
GAMES CHEAPER WITH 
Q U A N T I T Y . 
(863)357-2602

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.
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Call for More Information
                  800-329-0036 Ext 103

                              www.karlindaniel.com

Karlin Daniel & Associates, Inc.
Lic R.E. Broker • AB878AU1207

TERMS: NO MINIMUM! • All units sell without reserve! •10% buyer's premium • Cash to bid
Seller Financing Available! 

Conducted by:

Thursday • March 18th • 4 p.m.
4 Oak Tree Place Condo’s

&
1 Ancient Oaks RV Park Unit

OWNER:  John Ames

OAK TREE PLACE
4 Units:
• 70A - 1 Bedroom - leased $595 (8/01/10)

 • 70C - 2 Bedroom - townhouse - vacant
 • 70H - 1 Bedroom - leased $595 (9/01/10)
 • 40G - 1 Bedroom - leased $595 (2/01/11)

All units recently updated to new

ANCIENT OAKS 
RV RESORT

 RV Unit #111,Lot 7, Block 19
  • 1 Bedroom Mobile Home
  • Screened Florida Room
  • Double Carport
  • Leased $550 monthly until 8/01/10

2355 SW 28th Street 6657 SE 51st Lane

L
  O
   C
    A
      T
        I
         O
           N

To be sold 
from 

OAK TREE 
PLACE

All units have recently refurbished to “like new” 
New appliances, plumbing, flooring and kitchens
Central AC/heat
CBS 1st floor, stucco on frame 2nd floor
New roofs
Vacant unit ready to lease or move in 
Leased units - earn good income
Centrally located
HOA membership req'd - $145 monthly
   plus annual insurance billing

Auction Location:  Oak Tree Place, 2355 SW 28th Street 
      Okeechobee, Florida

An active 55+ community
Membership in Condominium Association req’d
   - $100 monthly association fee
Many recreational facilities - Country Store, rec 
   building, heated swimming pool & spa, laundry 
   facilities, shuffleboard courts, horseshoe pits, 
   and boat basin w/ boat docks
Lake Okeechobee access by boat
Gated entrance

Auctions

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Livestock

Hay for Sale: Clean ferti-
lized round bales, cattle 
hay.   863-634-3257

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Auctions

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$500/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Auctions

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TAYLOR CREEK 1BR, 
1BA, furnished, no pets. 
Pool. $650 mo. + 1st & 
sec.  502-468-5976.

Houses - Rent

3/2/2 Eagle Bay area. 
Nice yard, Kids and pets 
welcome. 863-634-9330 
or 863-467-2541

RIVER HOME - Golf 
course, 2/3, Florida 
room, garage, large 
corner lot, 12 mi East of 
Labelle. (970)728-8011

Auctions

Houses - Rent

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Waterfront, furnished, 

unique 2 story, small 
private apt., or mobile 
home, no pets, back-

ground check, 1 person 
only, $475/mo 
(863)763-6086

Okeechobee - 3BR/2BA, 
good neighborhood, 
spotless, $995 mo. 
863-634-3568

S.E. OKEE: 3 BR, 1 BA., CBS 
Home. Annual lease. W&D, 
$850 mo. 1st. & last sec. 
dep. (863)697-1129

Office Space Rent

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Land - Sale

THE PRARIE LAND DI-
VISION - 1 1/4 - 2 1/2 
acres, High and dry, 
282 Second St. For Sale 
By owner 
(772)664-3779

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 3 BR, 2 BA, 
C/Air. $700 mo. No 
pets. $300 sec. dep. 
(863)763-4031

FT. DRUM AREA - furn., 
older mobile home, 1.5 
br, 1ba, $425 dep., $425 
mo. rent (912)925-2147/ 
(912)224-4658 or 
(734)637-2697

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

DW MH - 4BR, 2.5BA, 
renovated, on 1 acre 
fenced in lot, screened 
patio, shed, off 710 & 
15A. $79,900. Call 
(863)610-1600

LAKE ACCESS 14X50, 
2BR, 1BA 12X22 screen 
room att. 3425 SE 36th 
Ave. Okee. $10K. Call 
Beverly. 772-318-8218

PARK MODEL - 34X12 
w/FL room, 1.5ba, car-
port, furnished,  w/direct 
lake okee access(no 
locks)  $45,000 neg. 
618-558-0274

Park Model on Rim Canal 
1 1/2 bath,Fla room, cov. 
back porch, custom shed. 
863-467-0381. $20,000.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

1990 Layton 24’ CAMP-
ER - See @ Fijian RV 
Park #62, 6500 Hwy 
441 SE, Okee.  Keys @ 
#60 or #67 A must 
see! Has glassed Fl 
room, partially fur-
nished, boat ramp 
w/free boat dock, 
friendly, gated park, wi 
fi  sites, pets ok. Lots of 
outside space with 
spectacular views.   
Please leave message if 
i n t e r e s t e d .     
$3,400.00/or best offer 
(561)829-8056 or 
(863)261-0940

BLUE CYPRESS RE-
SORT - furn trailer, Flori-
da room, W/D, Lot #14, 
$37,000 or best offer 
(618)375-2365 or 
(618)599-2135

Marine
Accessories
Johnson outboard ‘73, 

65 hp, runs good    
$500 obo 863-357-0015 
or 309-296-3167

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Shop from a gift catalog
that’s updated regulaly:
the classifieds.

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Shop here first!
The classified ads

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

LAKE MOTORS
2000 Mitsubishi Montero Sport only

$5495*

Auto, a/c, loaded  #U0007

2000 Cadillac Catera only
$5495*

4dr, auto, 6 cyl, A/C, leather, 83,713 miles, xclean  #U5188

1999 Dodge Durango only
$4995*

V8, A/C,7 Pass, auto, leather #U5146

2001 VW Jetta only
$4995*

5 spd, 4 cyl, moon roof, gas saver #U0188

2000 Mercedes ML 430 AWD     only
$8595*

V8, a/c, moon roof, leather, navigation system, loaded, x

nice   #U9436

2003 Ford F150.                          only
$5995* 

V-6, auto, a/c, stepside, pw, pl, cruise, tilt, bedliner #U1991 

2004 Ford E350 12 pass van only
$5995*

dual a/c, V8, loaded, auto, very clean   #U7053

2000 Chevy S10, only
$3295*

auto, a/c, 4 cyl. #U4846

2002  Chevy Malibu only 
$4295*

V6, auto, a/c, 4 dr. #U8747

1999 Mercury Grand Marquis LS  only 
$5495*

Gold Coast Edition, Leather, loaded, 50,712 original miles

#U9155  

2002 Toyota Tundra only
$7995*

4dr, V8, a/c, auto, low miles, extra clean  #U8311   

1999 Nissan Pathfinder only 
$5895*

auto, A/C, 6 cyl, low miles #U1215

1996 Subaru Outback Legacy only 
$2495*

AWD, 4 dr., auto, a.c,  #U1747  

2002 Mazda Tribute- ES              only 
$6995*

V6, Auto, A/C, leather int., moon roof, loaded. #U2992

Best Prices in the Lake Area!

se habla español

147 Hwy 441 SE • Okeechobee
863-467-5243

I
N
C

* plus tax, title, tag & dealer fees

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

Notice of Hearing
Okeechobee County Code Enforcement

Special Magistrate

The Okeechobee County Special Magistrate will hold a public meeting on 
Tuesday, March 16, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. The public meeting will be held at 
the Okeechobee County Health Department Auditorium, located at 1728 
N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida. For more information, contact Faye 
Huffman at the Planning and Development Department, 499 N.W. 5th Ave-
nue, Okeechobee, Florida 34972, (863) 824-3015.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public 
meeting. Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Code Enforce-
ment Special Magistrate with respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made and that the record includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal will be based. Code Enforcement tapes are for the sole purpose 
of backup for offi cial records of the Department.

Faye Huffman, Secretary to the
Code Enforcement Special Magistrate
348383 ON 3/12,14/10

Automobiles
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Public Notice

Your new car could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

READING A
NEWSPAPER...

makes you a more
informed and

interesting person. 
No wonder readers 

are more successful!



Public Notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

A meeting of the local Emergency Food and Shelter Board will be held on 
Friday, March 19th, at 5:00 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church, 
Room 21, 200 NW Second St.

Public or private voluntary agencies interested in applying for these funds 
should call the Chair before above date to apply. Deadline for applications is 
March 19th before 5:00 p.m.

A National Board that is chaired by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) consists of representatives from the American Red Cross, 
Catholic Charities, USA, National Council of the Churches in Christ in the 
USA, The Salvation Army, and the United Way.

A local board is charged to distribute funds appropriated by Congress to 
help expand the capacity of food and shelter programs around the Country.

Under the terms of the grant from the National Board, local Agencies cho-
sen to receive funds must: be private voluntary non-profi ts or units of gov-
ernment; have an accounting system; practice nondiscrimination; have 
demonstrated the capability to deliver emergency food and/or shelter pro-
grams; and if a private voluntary organization, they must have a voluntary 
board.

Public or private voluntary agencies interested in applying for Emergency 
Food and Shelter Program funds must contact local board Chair by March 
19th to determine eligibility. Local Board Chair, Mary Anne Swinford at 
(863) 763-5725.
348736 ON 3/14/10

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
 IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA
JUVENILE DIVISION

CASE NO.: 2007-DP-063

IN THE INTEREST OF:
 D.R.    DOB:  2/14/07
Mother of the minor child:
 Shanera Rodgers
 (surrendered parental rights)

TO:  Father of D.R., Jermaine Orr
      Residence and Address Unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT A 
PETITION UNDER OATH HAS BEEN 
FILED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN THE 
ABOVE-STYLED COURT FOR THE 
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL 
RIGHTS RELATIVE TO D.R., A MALE 
CHILD, BORN ON THE 14th DAY OF 
FEBRUARY, 2007. THE CHILD WAS 
BORN IN THE COUNTY OF ST. LU-
CIE, IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA. 
YOU ARE COMMANDED TO BE AND 
APPEAR BEFORE A JUDGE OF THE 
CIRCUIT COURT, JUVENILE DIVI-
SION IN THE ABOVE-STYLED COURT 
LOCATED AT:
OKEECHOBEE JUDICIAL CENTER

312 N.W. 3rd STREET, 
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972

AT 1:30 P.M. ON THE 3rd DAY OF 
MAY, 2010, IN COURTROOM “C”, 
FOR HEARING AND TO SHOW 
CAUSE WHY SAID PETITION 
SHOULD NOT BE GRANTED.
FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR 
AT THIS ADVISORY HEARING CON-
STITUTES CONSENT TO THE TERMI-
NATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THIS CHILD. IF YOU FAIL TO AP-

School District Advisory
Council Meeting

The Okeechobee County School 
District Advisory Council will meet 
on Monday, March 15, 2010, at 
6:00 p.m., in the School Board 
Meeting Room, 700 S.W. 2nd Ave-
nue, Okeechobee. This meeting is 
open to the public.

Patricia G. Cooper, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
348729 ON 3/14/10

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT OF THE
19th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
Case #2009 CA 000831

BAC Home Loans Servicing, LP
f/k/a Countrywide Home Loans
Servicing, L.P.,    
     Plaintiff,
-vs.-

Public Notice

IN THE FAMILY COURT
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

2010-DR-01

    STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
        COUNTY OF ABBEVILLE

SUMMONS

South Carolina Department of
Social Services,
     Plaintiff,
 vs.
Tusha Jacobs
Alan C. Foley
     Defendants

In the interests of:    
Lovie Jacobs     DOB:  11/21/96  
Elaine Jacobs    DOB:  01/07/98  
Minors under the age of 18.   

TO:   ALAN C. FOLEY,  DEFENDANT

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and 
required to answer the complaint for 
termination of your parental rights in 
and to the minor child(ren) in this 
action, the original of which has been 
fi led in the Offi ce of the Clerk of 
Court for Abbeville County,  a copy of 
which will be delivered to you upon 
request; and to serve a copy of your 
answer to the complaint upon the 
undersigned attorney for the plaintiff 
at 105 W. Pinckney St. Abbeville, SC 
29620 within thirty (30) days follow-
ing the date of service upon you, ex-
clusive of the day of such service; 
and if you fail to answer the com-
plaint within the time stated, the 
plaintiff will proceed to seek to termi-
nate your parental rights to the 
above-captioned child

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that you 
have the right to request the ap-
pointment of an attorney to repre-
sent you, should you be unable to 
afford an attorney.  If you are fi nan-
cially unable to afford legal counsel, 
then you should apply to the Clerk of 
Court for the appointment of counsel 
to represent you, upon proper show-
ing of indigency.  YOU MUST APPLY 
FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF AN AT-
TORNEY NO LATER THAN THIRTY 
DAYS AFTER YOU RECEIVE THESE 
PLEADINGS.   IF YOU DO NOT AP-
PLY FOR AN ATTORNEY WITHIN 
THIS THIRTY DAY PERIOD, AN AT-
TORNEY WILL NOT BE APPOINTED 
FOR YOU.        
      Name: R. Eugene Pruitt, Jr. 
    Attorney for Plaintiff
        105 W. Pinckney St.
          Abbeville, SC  29620
    864-366-8900
          Fax:  864-366-8902
    S.C. Bar No.  4590
          Abbeville, South Carolina
          February 23, 2010
347399 ON 2/28;3/7,14/10
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Public Notice

PEAR ON THE DATE AND TIME 
SPECIFIED, YOU MAY LOSE ALL LE-
GAL RIGHTS AS A PARENT TO THE 
CHILD NAMED IN THE PETITION AT-
TACHED TO THIS NOTICE.
BE ADVISED THAT YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO AN ATTORNEY TO REPRE-
SENT YOU IN THIS MATTER. IF YOU 
CANNOT AFFORD AN ATTORNEY, 
ONE MAY BE APPOINTED FOR YOU.
WITNESS MY HAND AS CLERK OF 
SAID COURT AND THE SEAL THERE-
OF, THIS 27th DAY OF JAN. 2010.

SHARON ROBERTSON
CLERK OF COURT

By: /S/ KIMBERLEY J. SARROS
DEPUTY CLERK

345473 ON 3/14,21,28;4/4/10

Stephanie N. Smith; Unknown Parties 
in  Possession #1; Unknown Parties 
in Possession #2; If living, and all 
Unknown Parties claiming by, 
through, under and against the 
above named Defendant(s) who are 
not  known to be dead or alive, 
whether said Unknown Parties may 
claim an interest as Spouse, Heirs, 
Devisees, Grantees, or Other  Clai-
mants    
     Defendant(s).    

NOTICE OF ACTION
 FORECLOSURE PROCEEDINGS-

PROPERTY

TO: Stephanie N. Smith
Residence unknown, if living, includ-
ing any unknown spouse of the said 
Defendants, if either has remarried 
and if either or both of said Defen-
dants are dead, their respective un-
known heirs, devisees, grantees, 
assignees, creditors, lienors, and 
trustees, and all other persons claim-
ing by, through, under or against the 
named Defendant(s); and the afore-
mentioned named Defendant(s) and 
such of the aforementioned unknown 
Defendants and such of the afore-
mentioned unknown Defendants as 
may be infants, incompetents or oth-
erwise not sui juris.
   YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that an action has been commenced 
to foreclose a mortgage on the fol-
lowing real property, lying and being 
and situated in Okeechobee County, 
Florida, more particularly described 
as follows:
  LOT 25, BLOCK 57, BASSWOOD 

UNIT 5, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 51, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORI-
DA.

    more commonly known as
  3758 Northwest 36th Street, 

Okeechobee, FL 34972.
 
This action has been fi led against 
you and you are required to serve a 
copy of your written defense, if any, 
upon SHAPIRO & FISHMAN, LLP, At-
torneys for Plaintiff, whose address is 
2424 North Federal Highway, Suite 
360, Boca Raton, Florida 33431, 
within thirty (30) days after the fi rst 
publication of this notice and fi le the 
original with the clerk of this Court 
either before service on Plaintiffs at-
torney or immediately there after; 
otherwise a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded 
in the Complaint.
   WITNESS my hand and seal of this 
Court on the 1st day of March, 2010.

SHARON ROBERTSON
Circuit and County Courts

BY: Linda F. Young
Deputy Clerk

348069 ON 3/7,14/10 Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1 Fastener pressed

with a thumb
5 Be successful

10 Five-star general
Bradley

14 Had on
15 Cara of “Fame”
16 Flower holder
17 Monopoly token
18 Enjoys a novel
19 Lake not far from

Niagara Falls
20 Poem division
22 Pastrami

sandwich choice
24 Rise from the

runway
26 Yeah’s opposite
27 Mexican side

dish
33 Revolutionary

Guevara
36 Long (for)
37 Internet giant that

recently fought
Microsoft’s
hostile takeover
attempt

38 50%
40 Trivial, as talk
42 Four-legged Oz

traveler
43 New York’s __

Island
45 Granddaddy of

digital computers
47 Strong desire
48 Beef for a

Sunday dinner
51 Ben-__
52 Like decades
56 Float soft drink
61 Layers
62 Gumbo

vegetable
63 Model Campbell
65 __ angle:

obliquely
66 Jai __
67 Sci-fi robot
68 Unlikely class

president
69 Teen hangout
70 Joint above the

foot
71 Chicago daily,

familiarly

DOWN
1 Chubby

Checker’s dance
craze

2 Major artery
3 Toad’s sound
4 Original Easy-

Bake Oven toy
company

5 Tallest animals
6 Bonanza rock
7 Phobia
8 Artist Warhol
9 Transmit again

10 Break down due
to lack of coolant,
as an auto

11 Stallion’s mate
12 Most of Turkey is

in it
13 Film critic Rex
21 “__ 101”:  Emmy-

nominated
Nickelodeon
sitcom

23 Newborn
25 Drafter of the

Constitution, e.g.
28 Persian, today
29 Sign up
30 Sailor’s cry
31 Brief bit of

correspondence
32 Before long
33 Sonny’s singing

partner
34 Angel’s ring
35 Fitzgerald of jazz

39 Skid, as a car’s
rear end

41 Summer cottage
site

44 Ticket tear-off
46 Part of a dollar
49 Country singer

__ Lee
50 Despot
53 Peter,

pumpkinwise
54 Video game

pioneer

55 Music genre to
be played with
this puzzle’s
menu

56 Go here and
there

57 Neighbor of Tex.
58 Kind of

agreement
59 Merit
60 Corner chess

piece
64 Part of MP: Abbr.

By Dan Naddor
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 05/18/09

05/18/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

State Road 68 east. Sud-
denly she saw a vehicle lose 
control in the south bound 
lane. The vehicle eventu-
ally fl ipped over and headed 
right for her school bus.

Ms. Rowe took preven-
tative actions, pulled the 
bus to the side of the road 
and watched as the vehicle 
come to rest just 30 feet 
north of the bus.

She sprang to her feet, 
calmed down her students, 
and then rushed to the crash 
and assisted the motorist 

and her two small children.
“The kids were okay. 

There were two young ones 
under the age of four. The 
mom got the little girl out 
and I got the little boy out. 
I know he was scared. I 
tried to talk to him in a calm 
voice. He looked at me like 
I was 20 feet tall. I checked 
him out and got him out and 
everything worked out,” she 
noted.

Ms. Rowe said she ap-
preciated the award she 
received from the Okeecho-
bee School Board Tuesday 
night. She told the crowd 
amidst a standing ovation 
that she was just doing the 
job she was trained for.

“I’m excited and over-
whelmed. It caught me by 
surprise. I really didn’t think 
too much about it. I think 
about it from time to time 
because I see the vehicle 
fl ipping with the kids inside. 
I’m just at a loss for words,” 
Ms. Rowe added.

Ms. Rowe’s quick actions 
to pull the bus to the side of 
the road were applauded by 
Transportation Director Lou-
ise Piper. She said everyone 
should applaud what Rowe 
did.

“She is just a wonderful 
individual. We are so proud 
of her and so pleased. She 
deserves this,” she added.

BUS
Continued From Page 1 



Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

Each Celebrations 
package includes:

 

 

and family 

& JANE A. ILLUSTRATION

WEDDING

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

She is the daughter of Joseph and Jane 

SUSAN A. EXAMPLE

BIRTH

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ANNIVERSARY

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at 

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ENGAGEMENTJOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Green Day
Medical
Oncology &

Hematology of Okeechobee

Se Habla Español
1231 N. Lawnwood Circle
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-5501

1006 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 357-4138

Ricardo J. Quintero-Herencia, MD

- Specializing in evidence based medicine for the 
treatment of cancer and blood disorders

- Combined Chemotherapy and Radiation 
Therapy treatment

- Medicare/Medicaid assignment accepted
- Consulting and Free Second Opinions 

Regarding Cancer
- All insurance plans accepted and filed
- Courtesy transportation provided

New Patients Welcome

Serving the Treasure Coast
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Bobbi Poole
The teen group, “Storm,” from Oakview Baptist Church performed at the recent, 
“Teens Alive” event. The teen leader is Mr. Steve Murray. Tiffany Murray is play-
ing bass; Ryan Reister, on guitar; Stephanie Perara on drums, Phillip Murray at 
the piano and Makensie Tomlinson and Sammy Wine both on vocals.

By Bobbi Poole
Special to the Okeechobee News

Music to my ears. Teens playing in a band, 
contemporary gospel music, the smell of 
pizza in the air, and games being played.

This is the life of the group entitled, 
“Teens Alive,” who meet once a month to 
share gospel, music, fun, food, as well as 
participate in meaningful projects like a car 
wash and bake sales, which help to sponsor 
a Dominican and Haitian Orphanage camp.

The students have been asked to gather 
up small toys, art supplies, dress-up clothes, 
dolls, shoes, snacks, etc. The monies col-
lected by the students will help purchase 
additional items for Shelly Sickels and Mrs. 
McCrary to deliver to the children in need 
over the Spring/Easter break. 

April 20, Teens Alive will be honored in 
the School Board meeting by Dr. Pat Cooper, 
District Superintendent, as she has been so 
impressed by the group’s community ser-
vice projects, such as the hugely successful 
Christmas food drive which far surpassed 
last year’s goal of 400 pounds of food. This 
year 2,132 pounds of food were collected in 
less than two weeks. All food was distrib-
uted to the needy.

The overwhelming generosity of the stu-
dents and dedicated staff actually provided 
Thanksgiving baskets for dozens of Yearling 
students as well as a weeks worth of grocer-
ies to 14 more Yearling families.

Teens Alive is a very special giving group 
of students, learning to serve their fellow 
man, pray with and for different families 
and friends in the community, while having 
a fabulous time doing it. It is all about life’s 
lessons.

Different local churches help to sponsor 
the events by donating the food to be served 
to the entire group during their meetings. All 
students are encouraged to join in on the ac-
tivities and fun. Please contact Mrs. Sickels.

The community can be of help on Mon-
day, March 22, by taking part in the Celebrity 
Server Night in the Golden Corral. The eve-
nings tips will help sponsor the trip to deliver 
the toys, treats, and clothing being collected 
for the orphanage.

Want to join in on the next Teens Alive 
group meet? April 16, 3-5 p.m. is the time to 
meet up in the Yearling gym.

Thank you to all the sponsors, parents, 
and teachers who take part in this great 
group of kids.

Teens Alive helps children in need



Highway 721 west of Lake Okeechobee on the 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation

17735 Reservation Road
Okeechobee, FL 34974

1.863.467.9998
www.seminolebrightoncasino.com

Details at Seminole Player’s Club. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion at 
any time. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

 

Bus Transportation & Group Packages Available

IT’S A 
MAGICAL MARCH THING!

 AND THE WINNING’S BIG!
Sundays

Hot Seat Drawings for up to $500 in Cash or Free Play

Tuesdays
$20,000 in Cash Giveaways

Wednesdays
Free Breakfast*, 8am-11am 

Must be 55+ & Player’s Club Member
*Items subject to change, while supplies last.

Free Play Fridays
Earn vouchers daily, redeemable for up to $200 in Free Play

Saturdays 
$40,000 in Progressive Cash Drawings, 3pm – 10:30pm

Saturday, March 27
$10,000 Cash Drawing, 11pm

Okeechobee News

Meet Y our
Local Merch

ants

A S a l u t e  t o  t h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  L o c a l  B u s i n e s s

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1
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Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

Learning about money
(Above) On Thursday, March 11, Mrs. Davis and Miss Garcia’s BASE class 
from Central Elementary went to Riverside Bank to learn about money and 
how the bank works. Among those pictured above are Logan Sauseda, Mor-
gan Tucker, Isabella Saucedo, Julitza Urbina,  Autumn Hortman and other 
classmates. (Below) Central Elementary students, John Smet and Sofi a Za-
pata receive “BIG” Money at Riverside Bank during their recent fi eld trip 
where students learned about money and banking.
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