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Visit Beltone for themost advanced technology and finest service in hearing care. Come in for a FREE Hearing Screening
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Hearing Aids

Blowout Beltone’s M-Class Digital Hearing System
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We’re 70 years
young, & just

getting started

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Psst. C’mere. You wanna buy a canal? It just 
so happens I have one for sale—cheap!

You might as well have it because no one 
else wants it—not the county; not a descendant 
of an offi cer from the company that owned it; 
and, certainly not the development next to it.

The unwanted canal, known simply as Canal 
#1, runs north and south along the west side of 
the King’s Bay subdivision. While it was origi-
nally intended to carry water under U.S. 441 S.E. 

then to the Rim Canal, the canal is now so over-
grown with trees—both dead and alive—and 
dense vegetation that water cannot move.

“All we want is someone to take ownership 
and clean it up,” said Mary Jurs, president of 
the King’s Bay Homeowners Association, who 
went on to voice concerns about the fi re danger 
to homes along the canal due to the dead trees 
and underbrush. And therein lies the problem: 
no one wants to claim ownership of the canal 
or, more specifi cally, the expense of cleaning it.

Wanna buy a canal?

No one claims ownership of — 
or responsibility for — Canal 1

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

Boy Scouts celebrate 100th Anniversary
Boy Scout troops 840 from Stuart and 711 from Jupiter took part in the 100th anniversary cel-
ebration Friday at Pine Creek. In front row, (R-L) Jeff Haertjens, Kyle Haertjens, Riley Carlson 
and Leonardo Herrera. In the back row (L-R) are: Justin Lumb, Pete Lumb, Sean Barricklow, 
Bob Norwillo and Jesse Forbes.  For more on the story, see page 13.

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

“America’s Drive-in” restaurant 
could bring new jobs to Okeecho-
bee.

Developer Brad Goodbread has 
confi rmed that he is negotiating 
with a Sonic franchise owner who 
is planning to open a drive-in in 
Okeechobee by Aug. 30.

The restaurant will be located 
on a one-acre parcel at S. Parrott 
Avenue and S.W. 22nd Street on 
the west side of Parrott Avenue. 

Mr. Goodbread said the restau-
rant plans to employ 50 people.

The City of Okeechobee Plan-
ning Board/Board of Adjustment 

Sonic 
planned 
in town

See SONIC — Page 19

Okeechobee News/Eric Kopp
Canal #1 has grown unchecked over the 
years and water cannot fl ow freely due 
to the dense trees and underbrush.See CANAL— Page 2
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County attorney John Cassels said in a recent 
interview that he believes he has found an own-
er—the Okeechobee Company.

However, Tom Conely, whose father was vice 
president of that company, disagrees.

And Colin Cameron, a local attorney who rep-
resents King’s Bay, thinks the Okeechobee Com-
pany could still have an interest in the canal. “If a 
corporation owned the canal when it disbanded 
then it should have distributed ownership to 
someone,” he said. “Even if the corporation is de-
funct it still has obligation and ownership rights 
to it.” But, he added, there are “a lot of different 
problems” in regard to Canal #1.

Such as an access easement agreement dated 
Sept. 26, 1996, between the county and Asquith 
Denzil Bodden, who owns property near the 
northwest corner of King’s Bay. In the agreement, 
the county granted Mr. Bodden an easement for 
“ingress, egress and public utilities” across Canal 
#1. The agreement, signed by County Com-
missioner Clif Betts, goes on to state: “That the 
County, for itself, and assigns, grants and conveys 
unto the grantee, and his assigns, an easement 
in, to, upon over and across all that certain parcel 
of real estate described above.” That “parcel” is 
Canal #1.

The agreement then states: “In the event the 
Grantee installs, or permits the installation of any 
improvement, structure, culvert, bridge or other 
obstruction, on, over, or attached to the ease-
ment, that would interfere with the County’s use 
or maintenance of the canal, then in the sole dis-
cretion of County, up demand, the Grantee shall 
at his sole expense and obligation cause the re-
moval of such obstruction.”

Mr. Bodden did install a culvert across the 
canal but, according to Angela Sandoval, with 

the South Florida Water Management District, he 
did not need a permit because the culvert was 
24 inches or smaller. Despite the agreement, Mr. 
Cassels said the county does not own Canal #1 
and has no obligation or responsibility for it.

“I stand by what I said before,” the county 
attorney said. “He came and asked permission 
to cross it and we had no objection to his cross-
ing it.” Mr. Cassels said the county was “basically 
covering all bases” with the agreement. Accord-
ing to the agreement, Mr. Bodden is responsible 
to maintain and make necessary repairs to the 
easement.

Let’s go back to the beginning
Canal #1 and a large portion of the property 

around it was originally owned by the Okeecho-
bee Company that was formed in 1912. State 
records list the company’s offi cials as: W.J. Con-
ners Jr. of Buffalo, N.Y., president; T.W. Conely Jr., 
vice president; and John J. Meegan, Buffalo, N.Y., 
secretary/treasurer. 

This company was dissolved by proclamation 
in 1942. T.W. Conely was Tom Conely’s father.

Through the years this property has had a 
number of owners and has been platted and re-
platted many times. Portions of this property later 
became known as Great Lakes Subdivision and 
Farm Lands of the Consolidated Land Company.

According to minutes from a March 14, 1985, 
meeting of the Okeechobee County Board of 
County Commissioners a public hearing was 
held “... to vacate those portions of Great Lakes 
Subdivision according to the plat recorded in plat 
book 1, pages 36 through 45.” Those minutes go 
on to state that Canal #1 and Canal #2, which 
meanders through property to the south and east 
of King’s Bay that is now owned by Fra-Mar En-
terprises, be excluded and not vacated.

The commissioners then went on to approve 
Resolution 85-8 and vacated the property, less 
canals.

Let’s fast forward to today

In a letter dated Oct. 3, 2007, Mr. Cassels told 
deputy county administrator Jim Threewits that 
he had reviewed title to the canals/ditches in 
question and that: “It is our opinion that title was 
last vested in Okeechobee Company and is not 
currently owned or maintained by Okeechobee 
County.” He went on to state that this opinion is 
for the “sole use of Okeechobee County in pro-
gramming maintenance activities.”

When interviewed on Jan. 6, 2010, Mr. Cassels 
reiterated his belief that his research had found 
the owner of Canal #1 and that it was stated in 
his letter to Mr. Threewits.

“It’s not my canal,” said Mr. Conely. “The 
county says it’s not theirs, but I believe it is. John 
and I disagree.” He also posed the question: 
How can the county vacate a portion of a piece 
of property if they don’t have ownership?

Mr. Conely also pointed out that since the ca-
nal is not on the tax rolls, and never has been, 
that it is likely owned by the government.

Not so, said Mickey Bandi, assistant property 
appraiser for Okeechobee County.

“It’s not on the tax rolls because common 
area does not go on the tax rolls,” he said. “When 
platted, they take common area and do some-
thing with it to enhance the rest of the plat. So, it 
doesn’t get platted but it adds value to what is as-
sessed.” A common area is a portion of a plat that 
is used for the benefi t of the entire plat—such as 
drainage, storage or recreation.

“(Canal #1) is a common area to that plat. 
Although the county vacated a portion of that 
plat, it just means it ceases to be a plat. It doesn’t 
change title,” Mr. Bandi explained. “The county 
never really took title to the property.”

He went on to say he doubts that the canal 
is owned by descendants of Okeechobee Com-
pany offi cers.

“If there’s not a reversionary clause, I don’t 
know that it would revert back to offi cers of the 
Okeechobee Company,” he said.

Mr. Bandi added that Canal #1 enhances the 
property around it because it drains that prop-
erty and makes it more valuable. To reinforce 
his statement, Mr. Bandi said the property ap-
praiser’s attorney—Loren Levy of Tallahassee—
feels that Florida state statute 193.0235 (2)(c) 
covers the Canal #1 issue. That statute, which 
deals with ad valorem taxes and non-ad valorem 
assessments against subdivision property states 
that a common element, or area, includes: “Any 
other part of the subdivision which has been des-
ignated on the plat or is required to be designated 
on the site plan as a drainage pond, or detention 
or retention pond, for the exclusive benefi t of the 
subdivision.”

But Ms. Jurs disagrees. She explained that 
water fl ows off property in the subdivision into 
gutters, which carry the water into storm drains. 
That water is then carried into two small lakes 
at the front of King’s Bay. From there, the excess 
water fl ows into the southern end of Canal #1 
which, at this point, is past the subdivision.

One possible solution to the problem is for Mr. 
Cameron to go before the Okeechobee County 
Board of County Commissioners and ask them 
to vacate the canal. “But, generally, if you are va-
cating something you’d have to ask to vacate in 
favor of King’s Bay or other property owners,” he 
said. “Then, King’s Bay would have to assume 
maintenance and upkeep of the canal and I don’t 
know if King’s Bay wants to undertake that.”

The easiest solution, he continued, would be 
for the county to take control of the unsightly ca-
nal. But, he didn’t think that was going to happen 
either. Mr. Cameron went on to add that it’s un-
decided if any legal action will be taken.

“Until we get a better handle on who is sup-
posed to be doing what, there are too many legal 
questions that are unresolved,” he said.

And even though Mr. Cassels said “all prop-
erty has to be owned by someone” in this case, 
Canal #1 remains a no man’s land.

CANAL
Continued From Page 1



It’s 
More 
Fun 

Here!

The New

BBlue Heron 
Golf Club 

1925 SE 9th Ave. Okeechobee 

863-467-1651

Replay $10

Weekdays $20
Weekends $25

Before 8 am
After  2 pm 

$5 OFF

Sign Up NOW for 
Fishing/Golf Tournament

JANUARY 15, 2010
THE BEST DAY

A DAY TO REMEMBER

Sat., Jan 30th at 7pm
OOkeechobee Christian Church
3055 SE 18th Terrace (1 mile behind Home Depot)

Jim McCutchen, Minister
www.okeechobeechristianchurch.com

A Dynamic Christian Concert
YYou Don’t Want to Miss!

The Needhams

Building the foundation for a healthy future for the residents of Okeechobee County

Hampton Inn Conference Room

1200 NE Park Street (next to the Post Office)

4:00pm - 5:00pm

To confirm attendance, please call 863-462-5781 • Refreshments will be provided

The Tobacco-Free Initiative of

Okeechobee Network Meeting

OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC
Looking for representatives from: Local Businesses, All Schools, Colleges, Faith-Based &
Youth Organizations, Parents & Parent Teachers Associations, Hospital, Health Care & Day Care
Providers, Law Enforcement, State, City & County Agencies

Need volunteers to work on Tobacco-Free campaign! Need your input!
Wednesday, January 20, February 24, March 31, April

28, May 26, June 23, 2010
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The following people are among 
Okeechobee’s Most Wanted persons. 
There are active warrants for each of 
them. The criteria for making Okeecho-
bee’s Most Wanted top fi ve is based on 
the severity of the crime in conjunction 
with the age of the warrant.

If you have any information on the 
whereabouts of any of Okeechobee’s 
Most Wanted you can call the Treasure 
Coast Crime Stoppers at 1-800-273-
TIPS (8477). If you call Treasure Coast 
Crimes Stoppers, you have the option of re-
maining anonymous. You can also receive a 
reward if the information results in an arrest.

Marcel Bates, DOB 10/13/1976, Failure of 
Sexual Offender To Report To DHSMV, Bond 
$10,000.

Bill Clemons, I/M, DOB 8-15-1987, 5’6”, 

155 lbs. Burglary Conveyance Bond $5,000. 

Third Degree Grand Theft Bond $5,000.

Jesse Zipperer, DOB 7/21/1986, 6’, 195 

lbs. Poss. Oxycodone. Bond $10,000

Okeechobee’s Most Wanted

Jesse
Zipperer

Bill
Clemons

Marcel
Bates

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Two inmates at the 
Okeechobee Youth Devel-
opment Center were ar-
rested after one of them 
reportedly choked then 
locked a staff member in 
a cell.

Arrested Wednesday, 
Jan. 20, were: Michael Mc-
Queen, 16, Homosassa; 
and Brandon Leibowitz, 
16, Palm Beach Gardens. 
McQueen was charged with the felonies 
of attempted escape, battery on detention 
staff and false imprisonment. Leibowitz was 
charged with attempted escape.

After being booked into the Okeechobee 
County Jail, both teens were taken to the 
Department of Juvenile Justice Detention 
Center in Fort Pierce.

An arrest report by Deputy Joseph Gra-
cie of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (OCSO) stated that a staff member was 
checking doors in the Kennedy dorm, where 

inmates are housed singularly in a cell, at 
11:43 p.m. Wednesday. When the staffer 
reached cell C-10 he saw McQueen, who 

pushed the cell door open 
and asked for some water.

After McQueen was al-
lowed to get water, he al-
legedly grabbed the male 
staff member from behind 
in a choke hold and forced 
him into the cell. The teen 
also took the man’s radio 
and locked the staffer in 
the cell, stated the deputy’s 
report.

The staff member later told the deputy 
that at some point he blacked out from be-
ing choked.

Deputy Gracie then stated in his report 
that McQueen and Leibowitz were seen run-
ning from the Kennedy dorm by two other 
staff members, who gave chase. The two 
boys then climbed onto a building, but were 
eventually talked into climbing down.

Staff members returned to the Kennedy 
dorm and released their fellow staffer after 
fi nding him in the cell, added the report.

Teens accused of trying to escape Center

Brandon
Leibowitz

Michael
McQueen

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A Georgia woman is accused of walking 
out of a local pharmacy without paying for 
her oxycodone tablets.

Margaret Ann Smith, 38, L.C. Pope Road, 
East Dublin, Ga., was arrested Thursday, 
Jan. 21, on charges of deal-
ing in stolen property, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance with intent to deliver 
and grand theft. She was 
booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail under a 
bond of $67,500.

An arrest report by Of-
fi cer Ryan Holroyd of the 
Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD) stated 
that Smith and another woman entered the 
pharmacy to pick up Smith’s prescription for 
90, 40mg extended release tablets that was 
valued at $512.49.

The report states that the two women 
took some sodas, candy and toilet paper to 
the register.

Smith’s friend wrote a check for every-
thing and, while they waited for that check to 
be approved, store video reportedly showed 
Smith reaching into the bag of items and re-
moving the pills. She then put the pills into 
her purse, continued the report.

After being told the check was no good, 
store video showed the two women walk-
ing out of the store without paying for the 
narcotics, stated Offi cer Holroyd.

According to the report, when the offi cer 
located Smith Thursday she told him she 
gave 45 pills to her friend and kept the re-
maining 45 tablets. Smith reportedly told Of-
fi cer Holroyd she burned the pill bottle and 
threw her 45 pills away.

Offi cer Holroyd went on to state that he 
spoke with the other woman who told him 
she had no idea the check was bad and that 
Smith had not given her any of the pills. The 
offi cer stated that she voluntarily gave him 
the bad check and allowed him to search 
her purse.

Since his search “found no evidence or 
illegal items” the woman was not arrested.

Georgia woman arrested on drug, theft charges

Margaret Ann
Smith



Support local businesses
• I am a business owner also in this town 

and as the economy is extremely bad we 
have had to look at our options several times 
and scratch our heads and wonder how to 
keep our doors open and what we could do 
to improve ourselves to make our customers 
keep using our services. If the day comes that 
we do have to close our doors, I personally 
would encourage the people in Okeechobee 
to support the other companies in this town. 
I would refer my customers to their business-
es. I do that now if there is something that I 
don’t have that a customer wants. I tell them 
where they can go in town to get the required 
service they desire and they deserve and I 
feel like my regular customers appreciate that 
about us. There’s a lot of small family-owned 
businesses in this town. Why not support 
them every chance you have? A lot of peo-
ple complain about this town not growing. 
How can it if everyone continues going out 
of town and giving it to other counties? Let’s 
just support Okeechobee and the people of 
Okeechobee.

• When you spend your money in town, 
you keep people who live in Okeechobee 
employed. I look at it that way. These people 
need their jobs too, and if I shop out of town 
that money goes to support someone’s job 
in that other town. The local businesses are 
really hurting. Some are closing their doors. 
I think we need to support the ones that are 
left or things will get even worse for our little 
community.

Haiti donations
• Remember the HIV outbreak in Haiti? 

Remember all of the killing, pillaging, raping, 
looting and general lawlessness in Haiti? Yes. 
All of this PRIOR to plate tectonics reducing 
the western part of that island to rubble. So I 
ask of you, why send ten dollars to help the 
Red Cross? Why are all the Hollywood big 
shots campaigning for “relief”? What are we 
relieving the Haitians from, exactly? Let’s say 
we, the U.S., rebuild Haiti completely. Struc-
turally sound and up to category 4-5 code on 
all structures. Will the Haitian people stop 

killing one another? Will they remember to 
use the 5 million plus condoms that the good 
old USA donated? Will they settle down and 
fi gure out how to live peacefully and commu-
nicate without small arms and fi res? Maybe 
you think we should express the deepest 
concern because there are children lying in 
piles of fl attened apartments. I agree. Con-
cern. Prayer. The United States of America 
is not an ATM Machine! Where was the help 
from outside entities for Katrina? For the fi ve 
hurricanes that swept central Florida in 2004? 
Where was our own government for Katrina? 
They were late. Oops. My bad. My $10 will 
stay right here in Okeechobee. 

• How can we afford to help them? How 
can we pledge millions in relief and restruc-
ture when we are so in debit now? I agree we 
need to help the people here. I hate it for those 
people but we don’t have it to give. There’s 
homeless, helpless people right here due to 
the economy. Help our own country get back 
on our feet before helping anyone else. Who 
helped us when we were in disaster?

Okeechobee politics
• I think the money for the EOC is better 

spent that money rehabing the old court-
house. And the funds do appear to be coming 
from state and federal grants rather than di-
rectly from the local taxpayers. Those grants 
are going to be spent somewhere—so why 
not spend some of that money in Okeecho-
bee County? Maybe it will put a few local 
people to work, and get the Emergency Man-
agement Offi ce out of a building that simply 
is not adequate and not safe.

• I agree the old hospital isn’t in any shape 
for offi ces, but the economy of Okeechobee 
isn’t in any shape for paying for a new build-
ing. If I buy food, I can’t pay bills. Oh, no I 
can’t get any help, I own my house (along 
with the bank) so no I don’t qualify!

• Way too much money is being used 
for building new buildings, instead of utiliz-
ing those which are standing empty. I am 
not asking for a handout, but after being in-
jured on the job, I am now disabled and can’t 
work. I believe if I were in this country illegal-
ly, I would be much better off because then 
I could get help if needed. So I tighten my 
belt and make do with what I have. With the 
cost of everything going up except salaries, 
I don’t think it is a good idea at this time for 
the city to be doing so much construction of 
unnecessary buildings. I highly doubt if there 
will be any local contractors or construction 
crews employed on these projects.
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Public Forum/Speak Out
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
USPS 406-160
Published 3 times a week: Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday by Independent Newspapers, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D • Okeechobee, FL 34974
Periodicals Postage Paid at Okeechobee, FL 34974
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to

Okeechobee News
Circulation Administration
PO Box 7011 • Dover, DE 19903

Staff
Advertising Director: Judy Kasten
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Truth in the union of 
silence and action

By Rev. Loy Mershimer
Pastor, Okeechobee Presbyterian Church

“We live in a world starved for solitude, 
silence, and private: and therefore starved 
for meditation and true friendship.” – C. S. 
Lewis

C.S. Lewis talks about true friendship as 
stemming from the deepest part of a person, 
from the secret place of the soul, the inner 
chambers of true self. True friendship is en-
abled when two people step into the silent 
place, face their innermost selves, and then 
bring that deep internal honesty into face-to-
face connections. Paradoxically, true silence 
is a basis of high, true friendship.

But, alas! even though our world talks a 
lot about friendship, it knows nothing of this 
true silence. We live in a world of non-stop 
relationships and cyber-linked social net-
works, but where each person in the rela-
tion is starved in his or her inner self. And 
the relationships – even supposed intimate 
relations – are far less than true. “We live, in 
fact, in a world starved for solitude, silence, 
and private: and therefore starved for medi-
tation and true friendship.”

It is a fascinating concept. The paradox 
of true friendship is true silence! I thought 
of this, and realized that those persons I’ve 
called true friends, in some degree, through 
silence, brought the reality of these inner 
chambers to the friendship, blessing me.

Then, it struck me: we are asked to do 
the same with God, and others.

Jesus said something very similar. He 
said, “When you pray, go into your room, 
and when you have shut your door, pray to 
your Father who is in secret, and your Fa-
ther who sees in secret will reward you in 
open.”

It sounds as if this principle of silence 
funding true friendship applies even to the 
divine/human relation: Those whom God 
would call true friend are those willing to 
open to the secret place, in self and before 
Him, in the sacred chambers of their spirit.

If this is true, we would expect the world 
to counteract it.

And that is precisely the case.

Lewis goes on to talk about two temp-

tations offered to us in the modern world, 

regarding spirituality. The fi rst is where the 

world says, “Religion is a private matter, you 

know!” And then, through culture, creates 

a context where the individual – even the 

good Christian – has no real private life.

When the modern world says to us 

aloud, “You may be religious when you are 

alone,” it adds under its breath, “and I will 

see to it that you never are alone.” To make 

Christianity a private affair while banishing 

all privacy is to relegate it to the rainbow’s 

end or the Greek Calends.

Many good people are caught right here. 

They love the Lord and the Lord loves them, 

but their private lives are under attack, and 

many of them surrendered long ago… and 

now create a faith life/language that has no 

real need for solitude or inner depth.

The second failure follows up the fi rst. 

For those who know that faith is exercised 

in private and private faith must be acted on 

in order to be true, this temptation then says 

that true faith is a collective affair: the only 

real faith is what we do for others; the only 

true actions are what others bless.

Here there is the danger that real Chris-

tians who know that Christianity is not a 

solitary affair may react against that error by 

simply transporting into our spiritual life that 

same collectivism which has already con-

quered our secular life.

See the great temptation? The Christian 

is thus set up for a highjack in his or her 

spiritual life: only the collectivist action is 

approved, true calling then can be derailed 

in false consciousness of communal terms, 

friend and family approbation.

Spirit life, of course, is in the balance of 

both realities: communal and private.

God calls us to the secret place, but then 

takes us to the open place in this great inner 

power. And this is true friendship—for God, 

and the other humans we love!

Refl ections from the pulpit



A C C I D E N T L A W O F F I C E S O F

114 N. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34972

4467-7100

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com
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Lotteries
Florida Lottery —  Here are the num-

bers selected Thursday in the Florida Lottery: 
Cash 3: 2-0-6; Play 4: 3-1-5-2; Fantasy 5: 
3-10-13-33-34; Mega Money: 9-15-35-40 
MB 7; Florida Lotto: 4-11-15-22-23-27 X 2; 
Powerball: 15-32-43-44-46 PB19 x4. Num-
bers drawn Friday, Cash 3: 7-7-0; Play 4: 
6-2-2-2.

Today: A 20 percent chance of showers 
after 1pm. Partly cloudy, with a high near 
79. South southeast wind between 5 and 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Tonight: A 30 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 66. South wind around 10 mph.

Extended Forecast
Sunday Night: A 30 percent chance of 

showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 66. South wind around 
10 mph. 

Monday: A chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
74. West southwest wind around 10 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Monday Night: A 20 percent chance 
of showers before midnight. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 46. West northwest wind 
around 5 mph. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
69. West northwest wind between 5 and 10 
mph. 

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low 
around 40. Northwest wind around 5 mph.

Okeechobee Forecast

Special to the Okeechobee News/Riverside Bank

Wildlife donation
Riverside Bank staff members Shannon Conrad, Sherri 
Enfi nger, Megan McClellan and Branch Manager, Tabitha 
Trent make a donation to Arnold’s Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center (AWRC) Founder-Director, Sue Arnold. AWRC is a 
501(C)3 non-profi t organization whose mission is to care 
for wildlife while creating awareness to mankind as to the 
value of Florida’s wildlife. Sue Arnold (AWRC Founder) 
and her team are committed to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and return of recovered animals to their natural habitat. 
AWRC offers a variety of educational programs and tours 
to the public, for more information please contact Sue at 
863-763-4630.

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Okeechobee Mayor James Kirk, right, presents a plaque 
to Jerry O’Bannon, left, for his service to the city. Mr. 
O’Bannon served on the Board of Trustees of the Po-
lice Offi cers’ Pension Fund from Jan. 13, 1981 to May 
31, 1993 and on the Board of Directors of the General 
Employees’ Pension Fund from June 1, 1993 to Dec. 31, 
2009. The presentation took place at the Tuesday, Jan. 19 
meeting of he Okeechobee City Council.

SUNDAY
A.A. meets from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the 

Church of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St. It will 
be an open step meeting.

A.A. open 12 step meeting from 7:30 until 
8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Savior, 200 N.W. 
Third St.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 
p.m. at the United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This will be an open meeting.

Okeechobee Senior Singers meet at 9:30 
a.m. at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 
312 North Parrott Ave. Everyone who enjoys 
singing is invited. For information or to schedule 
an appearance for your organization or group, 
contact Marge Skinner at 863-532-0449.

MONDAY
A.A. Grapevine open meetings will be held 

at 6:30 p.m. every Monday at Okeechobee 
Presbyterian Church, 312 N. Parrot Ave.

Foster Parent Orientation will be hosted 
by the Hibiscus Children’s Center on the last 
Monday of every month from 6 until 7 p.m. The 
orientation is for those interested in fostering or 
adopting in Okeechobee County. This meeting 
requires no RSVP and is a question/answer fo-
rum. It will be at the IRCC Okeechobee Campus, 
2229 N.W. Ninth Ave. For information, call the 
Foster Care Program at 1-800-403-9311.

Artful Appliquers is a recently formed chapter 
in Okeechobee. This chapter meets at the Turtle 
Cove Clubhouse, 10 Linda Road, Okeechobee 
on Mondays from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. Turn left at 
the Moose Lodge and go around the curve just 
past the church. Bring a lunch and join us for a 
fun day of applique. Everyone is welcome. For 
more information please contact Chapter leader 
Karen Graves at 863-763-6952.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This will be an open meeting.

VFW #10539 Ladies Auxiliary lunch and 
bingo will start at noon at the Post, 3912 U.S. 441 
S.E. Auxiliary members and their guests are invit-
ed. Please R.S.V.P. to 863-763-2308.

Okeechobee Senior Singers meet at 9:30 
a.m. at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 
312 North Parrott Ave. Everyone who enjoys 
singing is invited. For information or to schedule 
an appearance for your organization or group, 
contact Marge Skinner at 863-532-0449.

TUESDAY
Community Gospel Sing will be held ev-

ery Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Seventh Day Christian 
Church, next door to Douglas Chiropractic 
and Fitness Center. The pubic is invited to 
participate. 

GALs need volunteers
The Guardian ad Litem Program has volun-

teer opportunities for caring persons to advocate 
for neglected, abused and abandoned children. 
Volunteers meet on the last Tuesday of the month 
at 0 a.m. at Gizmo’s on Hwy. 441 in the Publix 
Plaza. 

Civil Air Patrol set to meet
The Civil Air Patrol meets each Tuesday 

evening at the Okeechobee Airport T-Hanger 
#1, meetings start at 7:30 p.m. For information 
please call Capt. Joe Papasso 561-252-0916 or 
Lt. Greg Gernat 863-697-9915 The Lighthouse 
Refuge Support Group is for women who are 
hurting, homeless or been abused. They meet 
on the fi rst and third Tuesday of every month at 
First Baptist Church, 401 S.W. Fourth St., and on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Red Cross, 323 
N. Parrott Ave. For more information call Donna 
Dean at 863-801-9201 or 863-357-4447.

Rotary Club of Okeechobee meets each 
Tuesday at noon at Golden Corral Restaurant, 
700 S. Parrott Ave. The meetings are open to 
the public. For information, contact Maureen 
Budjinski at 863-484-0110.

New A.A. Meeting in Basinger: There is 
now an A.A. meeting in Basinger on Tuesdays 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Basinger Christian Brethren 
Church on 700-A, north off U.S. 98. Beginners 
are welcome.

Al-Ateen - meeting will be held at the Church 
of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St., at 8 p.m. For 
more information, please call Amy at 863-763-
8531 or Dan 561-662-2799. 

Al-Anon meeting will be held at the Church 
of Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St., at 8 p.m.

A.A. Closed discussion meeting from 8 un-
til 9 p.m. at the Church of Our Savior, 200 N.W. 
Third St.

Grief and Loss Support Group meets ev-
ery Tuesday at 10 a.m. at the Hospice Building 
located at 411 S.E. Fourth St. in Okeechobee. 
Everyone is welcome. For information, contact 
Enid Boutrin at 863-467-2321.

Family History Center meets from 1 until 5 
p.m. at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, 310 S.W. Sixth St. Anyone interested in 
fi nding who your ancestors are is welcome to 
attend. For information, call The Family History 
Center at 863-763-6510 or Richard Smith at 863-
261-5706 for special appointments.

Widows and Widowers support group 
meets at Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast at 
the Clock Restaurant, 1111 S. Parrott Ave., for 
breakfast. For information, Darlene Phanco, 863-
467-5351, leave message.

The Gathering Church Overcomers Group 
meets at 7:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall, 1735 
S.W. 24th Ave. This is a men’s only meeting. For 
information, call Earl at 863-763-0139.

Bible study at the Living Word of Faith 
Church, 1902 S. Parrott Ave., at 7 p.m. Informal 
and informative discussions bring many Bible 
truths to life. Everyone is invited.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a week-
ly meeting. Overeaters Anonymous (OA) meets 
at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. 
Parrott Avenue on Tuesdays, 6 until 7 p.m. (Use 
4th Street entrance.) Overeaters Annonymous is 
not a diet club. The only requirement for mem-
bership is a desire to stop eating compulsive-
ly. For more information call Loretta at 863-763-
7165 or 863-697-0206.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This will be an open meeting.

The First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St., will be hosting God’s Time -- a morn-
ing of free organized Christian activities that in-
cludes play, instruction and interaction for par-
ents and their pre-school children. The event will 
be held each Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. until noon. 
Child care will be provided for infants during the 
class. For information, call 863-763-4021.

Haven of Rest Church, 2947 S.W. Third 
Terr., holds meetings for persons with alcohol 
and drug related problems at 6 p.m. For 

New Beginnings Narcotics Anonymous meets 
at The Gathering Church, 735 SW 24th Ave, at 7 
p.m. in the youth building behind the church. For 
information, call Monika at 801-3244 or Rocy at 
610-0975. information call 863-357-3053.

Community Calendar



Children’s Services Council 
seek summer projects

Children’s Services Council will once 
again offer creative groups an opportunity 
to have a quality summer program for chil-
dren and youth of Okeechobee. Any agency/
group who has a great idea for a summer ac-
tivity, can apply to the Council for a Special 
Summer Project. The major goal is to pro-
vide a summer program for a maximum of 
nine weeks for children/youth ages 4-18. Not 
for one-day events, the project must detail 
who, where, and the activities it will be pro-
viding for Okeechobee County children and 
cannot discriminate due to race or religion. 
You can enhance your existing program if 
you already receive a Children’s Services 
Council grant. The project application is cur-
rently available. Call Cathleen Blair or Cheryl 
Sutton at 863-462-5000, Ext.255. Completed 
application must be submitted by Jan. 25.

Guest speaker for 
Okeechobee Orchid Club 

The Okeechobee Orchid Club will meet 
on Monday, Jan. 25, at 7 p.m. at the Exten-
sion Offi ce, 458 Highway 98 N. Ken Russ 
from Port St. Lucie will present a program 
entitled Backyard Growing. Ken and his wife 
Judy maintain over 600 orchids and are ex-
perienced growers. They grow in all kinds of 
conditions: Ken will also have orchids and 
orchid pottery for sale. The Garden Club will 
meet beforehand at 6 p.m. These programs 
are free and open to the public. For more 
information please call the extension offi ce 
at 863-763-6469.

FHREDI meeting planned
A public meeting of the Board of Direc-

tors for Florida’s Heartland Rural Economic 
Development Initiative, Inc. and Florida’s 
Freshwater Frontier, Inc. is set for Monday, 
Jan. 25, at 10 a.m. at the Heartland Educa-
tion Consortium, 1096 U.S. Hwy 27 N., Lake 
Placid. All interested persons are invited to 
attend. One or more county commissioners 
may be present at the meeting.

CCC meeting date set
The next meeting of the Community Col-

laborative Council, a part of the Shared Ser-
vices Network of Okeechobee, will be Tues-
day, Jan. 26, at 10 a.m. in the board room 
of the School Board Offi ce.

Leather craft class 
invites beginners

Would you like to learn about leather 
craft? Our local Florida Everglades Leather 
Guild will be holding free beginner classes 
at the library starting this month. The fi rst 
class is set for Wednesday, Jan. 27, from 
10 a.m. until noon. The next date will be set 
for Saturday, Feb. 6, from 2 until 4 p.m. You 
don’t need previous knowledge or any sup-
plies. You will need to call to reserve a place 
as space is limited. Call 863-226-3436 and 
speak to Sharon.

Public Workshop
There will be a public workshop on the 

Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) of the Avon 
Park Air Force Range from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 28, at the Okeechobee 
County Civic Center, 1750 U. S. 98 N. Come 
and learn about the range’s archeological, 
environmental, military, ranching and rec-
reational programs. Displays will open at 
6 p.m. A presentation and a question and 
answer period will follow at 6:30 p.m. Avon 
Park Air Force Range and Central Florida Re-
gional Planning Council staff will be there to 
discuss the JLUS study with you and answer 
your questions.

Library Program
As part of the Composers and Lyricists of 

Broadway and Hollywood series, Ian Nairn-
sey will present “Frank Loesser, Part 1 “The 
Hollywood Years” at the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Library, 205 S.W. 16th St. on Jan. 30. The 
program will feature slides and musical se-
lections.

Quilters plan open gathering
Come share your sewing projects with 

us! Bring your quilts, appliques, and other 
sewing items, even if they are UFOs (un-
fi nished objects) to share on Saturday,
Jan. 30, beginning 11 a.m. to First United 
Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second Street, 
Okeechobee. For more information, call 
Helen at 863-467-1618. Bring a brown bag 
lunch. Cookies, coffee and tea will be pro-
vided. Show and tell will start after lunch is 
done.

Pet Rescue to open booth at 
Winter Fest

Pet Rescue will have a booth at the Win-
ter Festival at Buck Head Ridge on Jan. 30,
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. We will be offer-
ing Humane Society t-shirts, hats and visors, 
homemade dog cookies, collar scrunchies, 
pet photo with paw prints (like fi nger print-
ing) for identifying lost dogs, drawing for gift 
basket, donation drive and volunteer appli-
cations.

Special to the Okeechobee News/SES

Students of the Week
Students of the Week at South Elementary School for the week of Jan. 22, are: 
Angel Denova, Mason Boney, Zachery Hickox-Lopresti, Alexander Willoughby, 
Veronica Hernandez, Lidia Arriaga, Matthew Nguyen, Sharondra Jackson, Jon-
athan Dutcher, Hailey Macrae, Karla Romero Ortega, Cody Patterson, Daniel 
Parker, Ilen Garcia, Diana Vigil, Zac Mullin, Hunter Smith, Maya Kneidel, and 
Marisabel Gomez. Congratulations!

Community Events

In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory

JoshuaJoshua
FetterolfFetterolf

Heartfelt Thank Yous to friends and families
who supported us during this time. Joshua will
be deeply missed by all who knew him.

Even people we didn’t know volunteered
and took time to help Joshua and our family by
praying, organizing the auction and working
behind the scenes with meals and more. We
will remember your generosity always.

Thank you,
Debbie and Justin Fetterolf,
Danny and Melissa Harden

Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 

each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 

6 Okeechobee News January 24, 2010



GAINESVILLE, Fla. —New water regula-
tions proposed last week by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency will levy a de 
facto water tax on Floridians by increasing 
water and sewer bills and will impose oner-
ous economic burdens on agricultural pro-
ducers, according to the Florida Farm Bu-
reau Federation, the state’s largest general 
agricultural organization.

“For nearly a decade, Florida’s agricul-
tural community has been proud to cooper-
ate with other businesses and government 
agencies in the state’s Total Maximum Daily 
Loads program,” said FFB President John 
L. Hoblick. “The TMDL program, which es-
tablished numeric nutrient criteria based on 
watersheds, has caused Florida to be recog-
nized as a national leader in water quality 
protection and restoration. This action by 
EPA abruptly changes that.”

In fact, almost 75 percent of Florida’s 
2.1 million acres of irrigated farm land cur-
rently embraces voluntary agricultural Best 
Management Practices (BMPs). Agricultural 
BMPs are practical, cost-effective measures 
that agricultural producers implement to 
reduce the amount of pesticides, fertilizers, 
animal waste, and other pollutants enter-
ing our water resources.  Best Management 
Practices are designed to benefi t water qual-
ity while maintaining or even enhancing ag-
ricultural production.  

Farm Bureau believes EPA’s overly sim-
plistic approach, which affects only Florida, 
is generalized and fundamentally fl awed 
because it does not take into account the 
unique characteristics of each of the state’s 
rivers, streams and estuaries. Experts say the 

EPA standards will brand pristine streams 
and lakes as impaired, requiring the state 
to spend billions of scarce dollars to meet 
the standard. In some cases no technology 
currently exists to meet the proposed fed-
eral regulations, as in the case of agricultural 
wastewater. 

“There is no way to calculate the time 
and expense involved in creating that tech-
nology,” Hoblick said. “Agriculture may 
simply be unable to bear those costs. That 
should be of great concern to every citizen 
in Florida because a reduced domestic food 
supply would ultimately push food costs up-
ward.”

Florida Farm Bureau is urging its mem-

bers to get involved in the issue by contact-
ing their elected representatives in Talla-
hassee and Washington to let them know 
this federal action is unacceptable. Citizens 
should also get their concerns on the record 
by attending hearings planned for mid-Feb-
ruary. The hearings will be held Feb. 16 in 
Tallahassee, Feb. 17 in Orlando and Feb. 18 
in West Palm Beach. Individuals can register 
to speak by visiting http://www.epa.gov/wa-
terscience/standards/rules/fl orid.

More information on the effort to prevent 
EPA from jeopardizing Florida’s agriculture 
and the state’s economic recovery is avail-
able at the Don’t Tax Florida Web site at 
www.DontTaxFlorida.com.

Farm Bureau questions new EPA rules

Is your Medicare Advantage health plan premium still $0?

• Doctor’s offi ce visits and 
hospital coverage

• Prescription drug coverage 
• Convenient mail-order delivery 

of prescriptions
• Fitness program – gym membership 

at no additional cost

• Preventive coverage
• Quit smoking program
• 24-hour nurse hotline 
• Emergency coverage at 

home and when you travel
• And more!

1-800-219-7543 (TTY 1-877-833-4486) 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week

2010 Humana Gold Plus® (HMO) monthly plan premium is still $0. 
Plus you get all the valuable coverage many have come to expect from Humana.

Join us to 
fi nd out why 

Humana Gold Plus 
is right for you.

An HMO with a Medicare contract. A sales person will be present with information and applications. *Some exceptions may apply. The benefi t information provided herein 
is a brief summary, but not a comprehensive description of available benefi ts. Additional information about benefi ts is available to assist you in making a decision about 

your coverage. Benefi ts described above do not apply to all plans. This is an advertisement; for more information contact the plan.  
M0006_GHA072TES2 TC 01/10

For information, reservations or for accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call:

All from a company that has been serving people with Medicare for over 20 years.

You still have time to switch to Humana. Don’t wait too long!  
March 31st  is your last opportunity for this year.*

OKEECHOBEE
The Clock
1111 South Parrot Ave
January 29
10:00 AM

Okeechobee 

Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.
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Okeechobee Livestock Market Report
Jan. 18 and 19
Monday sales at noon - 
Tuesday sales at 11 a.m.
Cows 
Breaking $51.50 $55.50
Cutter $45.00 $52.50
Canner $24.00 $46.00

Bulls
1000-1500 
1500-2000 $59.00 $66.50
 Monday Tuesday
Calves 561 1042
Cows 283 349
Str 39 31
Hfrs 10 16
Bulls 44 42
Yrlngs 44 99

Mix 25 25
Total 962 1604

Med #1 Steers Hfrs
170-190 135-185 120-160
200-250 130-145 115-140
250-300  128-140 103-120
300-350 120-132 95-110
350-400 106-118 86-94
400-450 112-117 84-93
450-500 104-117 80-91
550-600 93-100 73-82
600-650 87-96 78-80
Med #2  Steers Hfrs
150-200   
120-130
200-250 110-130 78-95
250-300 100-125 80-105

300-350  95-120 83-102
350-400  90-117 75-87
400-450  90-106 75-80

Everything still selling 
good. Cows and bulls were 
mostly steady. We had a large 
run of cows, high prices and 
no grass, I guess. Calves were 
again higher with real good 
demand on most all weight 
ranges. CNC Ranch of Miami 
topped the calf market with 
a high of $1.95 brought by 
D & S Cattle. Arlin Hawkins 
of Arcadia topped the cow 
market with a high price of 
$56.50 bought by Brown 
Packing. Todd

The Chobee Firestix girls travel soft-
ball teams will hold try-outs on Monday, 
Feb. 22 and Tuesday, Feb. 23, from 
5:30-8 p.m. Try-outs will be held at the 
OHS softball fi eld. Girls ages 8U-16U may 
try-out and need attend only one day. Any 
questions please contact Kim Hargraves 
at 863-634-6322.

Chobee Firestix 
hold try-outs



Quik-Change
Oil & Lube Service Center

708 N. Parrott Avenue

863-467-5599

HHours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:00 - 5:30
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00

Okeechobee’s 1st 
Oil Change Specialists 

Same owner, same honest
and reliable maintenance

for your vehicle. 

DRIVE IN
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED

Celebrating 23
years of quality

service 

Valvoline rebate of $5, $10 or $15.

Ask for details

If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in

our EZPay
subscription plan, you’ll

not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 

s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you

can read YOUR

newspaper 

anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value

of $72 --

Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is

the most convenient way to pay for

your subscription.  Once it’s set up,

it’s automatic every month.  And with

no bills, no checks and no mail,

EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:

https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:

readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586

It’s all about you, your news, your 
neighbors, your life
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The Okeechobee County Guardian ad 
Litem program welcomes the newest Certi-
fi ed Guardians ad Litem.

On Thursday, Jan. 14, Sharalyn Brown-
ing, Frank Licata, and Myra Hall, pictured 
offi cially completed their certifi cation for 
volunteer Guardians ad Litem (GAL). The 
three new GALs will represent abused, 
abandoned, and neglected children residing 
in Okeechobee and involved in dependency 
court. They completed the January Volun-
teer training sessions located in the Guard-
ian ad Litem Program’s offi ce in Port Saint 
Lucie. The 19th Judicial Circuit Guardian ad 
Litem Program represents children in Saint 
Lucie, Martin, Indian River and Okeechobee 
counties.

The Guardian ad Litem Program will offer 
free training for volunteers and new classes 
begin Feb. 2. Applicants must be at least 19 
years old and undergo a background check. 

Florida’s Guardian ad Litem Program is 
a network of professional staff and commu-
nity volunteers who serve as advocates for 
neglected and abused children in the court 
system.

There are local Guardian ad Litem pro-
grams in all 20 of Florida’s judicial circuits. 
Guardian ad Litem volunteers, and the attor-
neys working with them, make sure victims 
of child abuse and neglect are protected and 
have a safe place to live and the necessary 
services to overcome their circumstances. 
For additional information, contact Pattra 
Farthing-Dodd at 772-871-7225, or visit our 
website www.GuardianadLitem.org.

GAL program welcomes new guardians

Special to the Okeechobee News/GAL
Okeechobee has three new Guardian ad Litems. Pictured are Tristan Borden, 
GALP attorney, Sharalyn Browning, Frank Licata, Kathleen McGowan, GALP vol-
unteer supervisor, and Myra Hall.

On Thursday, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m., Mom’s 
Kitchen will be hosting a Recruitment Cof-
fee for the Guardian ad Litem Program. A 
GAL Volunteer will be at this location with 
information about our volunteer opportu-
nities. Mom’s Kitchen is located at 909 S. 
Parrot Avenue. Mr. Garcia, proprietor of 
Mom’s Kitchen, has offered his assistance 
in helping with the Guardian ad Litem Pro-
gram’s recruitment efforts. Okeechobee 
needs volunteers to represent Abused, 
Abandoned and Neglected Children in our 
Dependency System. Mom’s Kitchen will 
give a free cup of coffee to anyone inter-

ested in learning more about the Guardian 
ad Litem Program. 

Guardians ad Litem are trained volun-
teers who are court-appointed as child 
advocates and are involved in court pro-
ceedings, giving a voice to victims of child 
abuse. Volunteers are needed in Okeecho-
bee County. Stop by for a free cup of cof-
fee with a GAL Volunteer and fi nd out how 
you too can Speak Up for an Abused Child. 
For additional information please contact 
Pattra Dodd at 772-871-7225 or visit www.
GuardianadLitem.org.

Guardian ad Litem welcomes new partner



The Law Office of

Gerald Lefebvre
“Compare my experience and 

credentials to any other attorney’s”

www.accidentattorneyoffice.com

22 Implants & Ball  
Attachments Included

Aldo Lombardo, M.D., FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

www.allureplasticsurgery.com

Good Thru 1/31/10

bb~xxv{Éuxx fÑxv|tÄá

Call us to schedule your consultation in Jupiter!

(561) 747-1232 or (888) 9-ALLURE
(Some Restrictions Apply)

Breast Augmentation $3,950 
Tummy Tuck  $6,250
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Okeechobee News/Diana Whitehall

Kiwanis Club
At this week’s Kiwanis Club meeting, Club President Jim Vensel, welcomed 
Dr. Albert Bravo, M.D., as the speaker. Kiwanis member, Toni Doyle, pre-
sented her guest speaker to the group. Dr. Bravo is board certifi ed in Gastro-
enterology and Internal Medicine, specializing in diseases of the digestive 
system and he has practiced in Okeechobee for 14 months and previously 
practiced for approximately 15 years in Fort Lauderdale. He emphasized the 
importance of having a colonoscopy at the age of 50 years and to repeat this 
test at least every 5 years since colon cancer is one of the most common 
cancers.



Served with 2 sides, soup or salad & Pudding or ice cream      

Breakfast Specials 

Lunch Specials 

Monday – Friday • $5.99 Buy your beverage for 99 cents

Turkey Reuben Sandwich with fries  • Patty Melt with fries 
½ Soup & Sandwich with fries • Grilled Chicken Breast Sandwich
with fries  • Clock Super Salad

Specials Served 7 Days  6 AM – 11 PM
2 Dinners – Your Choice  $18.59

Monday – Friday
$5.991.   Country Fried Steak, 2 Eggs, Potato & Toast     

2.   Waffle Combo, 2 Eggs, 2 Links & 2 Bacon            $5.89
3.   French Toast Combo, 2 Eggs, 2 Links & 2 Bacon $4.89
4.   Touchdown 2  Eggs, 2 Bacon, 2 Links & 2 Pancakes $4.89
5.   Sausage, Gravy and Biscuit                                 $4.89
6.   Breakfast Croissant with Potato                            $4.89

1. N.Y. Strip Steak    
2 Grilled Tilapia or Salmon
3. Chicken Tenders     

4.  Grilled Pork Chops       
5.  Shrimp Scampi Over Pasta      
6.  Roast Turkey Breast 

1111 S. Parrott Ave, Okeechobee863-467-2224
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A local student was selected to represent 
her hometown of Okeechobee throughout 
Florida for 2010.

Shelby Kirton is the rep-
resentative in the elemen-
tary school division. She 
is 10 years old and in the 
fourth grade at South El-
ementary School. Shelby is 
the daughter of Cheryl and 
Dudley Kirton.

Five students, ages kin-
dergarten through college, 
were selected to represent 
their hometown through-
out Florida. The students are being recog-
nized for their volunteer and community 

service work. They will visit and entertain 
at nursing homes, children’s hospitals, the 
Veteran’s hospitals, charity events, and other 
scheduled activities throughout the state. 
Florida’s Hometown USA stresses the im-
portance of youth volunteers in each home-
town of Florida. This non-profi t educational 
youth program encourages and works with 
students who have a desire to volunteer and 
to promote pride in their community by ac-
tive involvement. 

Florida’s Hometown USA Program, Inc. 
was awarded Disney’s VoluntEAR of the 
Year and has received the Governor’s Points 
of Light Award and the national President’s 
Daily Points of Light Award for volunteer 
work with youth.

Local student selected in ‘Hometown’ program

Shelby Kirton

Special to the Okeechobee News/OMS

Students of the Week
Congratulations to these Osceola Middle School Students of the Week for 
Jan. 8-12! Teachers appreciate the extra effort that these students make 
to live out the OMS motto: Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe! 
Thanks to Domino’s for supplying pizza for these outstanding students! In 
the front row from left to right are: Clarissa Aguilera, Jesus Yanez, Jessica 
Cason, Carrie Wharin, Darling Blas-Ibarra. In the back row, from left to right 
are: Tiffany Triplett, Judy Soriano, Jose Arriaga, Daniel Alvarez.



One hundred ninety-eight children in 
Florida lost their lives last year as a result 
of child abuse. The most common triggers 
remain crying due to toilet training and feed-
ing issues. This was a shocking 20 percent 
increase in the number of deaths in one 
year. Nearly 90 percent of them could have 
been prevented.

CASTLE is a non-profi t organization that 
works to prevent child abuse and to help 
adults become loving, caring, nurturing par-

ents. For the third consecutive year, CASTLE 
and Seacoast National Bank are hosting a 
traveling memory fi eld to honor those chil-
dren who have been silenced by abuse and 
to raise awareness to CASTLE’s prevention 
services.

A fi eld of 198 white fl ags with a blue rib-
bon imprint will fl y for one week in each 
county. Each fl ag represents a child who 
died in one year as a direct result of child 
abuse and neglect.

The memory fi eld will begin its journey 
to build awareness in mid February and will 
close at the end of April on the grounds of 
CASTLE’s main offi ce facility in Fort Pierce.

CASTLE is inviting the public to sponsor 
a child’s fl ag with a $100 donation or a rib-
bon for $10. The sponsor’s name will be dis-
played in the fi eld throughout the rotation. 
Sponsorships may be purchased at CASTLE 
or at any Seacoast National Bank offi ce in 
Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River or Okeecho-
bee counties.

Corporate sponsors are needed to bring 
this display to the community. For informa-
tion on supporting the Memory Field visit: 

www.castletc.org.
The Memory Field will be displayed in 

Okeechobee from March 5-12, with the 
dedication ceremony to be held at 5:30 p.m. 
March 5.

CASTLE is a United Way partner organiza-
tion and is supported by the area Children’s 
services councils as well as UFF. CASTLE fa-
cilities are located in St. Lucie County (772-
465-6011), Martin County (772-781-4510) 
and Indian River County (772-567-5700). For 
further information, or if you would like to 
volunteer or make a donation, call Gundula 
Hargraves at: 772-567-5700, or visit our web-
site at www.exchangecastle.org.

‘Memory Field’ spotlights problem of child abuse

Okeechobee, FL. After the wedding the 
couple plans to reside in Okeechbee. 

RAYMOND MARCUS LOWE
ROBYNN “ASHLEY” WATFORD &

Steve Watford and Anneliz Watford, both 
of Okeechobee, would like to announce 
the engagement of their daughter 

Robynn “Ashley” Watford of Okeechobee to 
Raymond Marcus Lowe of Okeechobee, son 
of Marcus and Connie Lowe of Okeechobee.

The bride is the granddaughter of the 
late Salter and DeRita Watford, formerly of 
Okeechobee, the late Robert Albert, formerly 
of New York, and Alma Albert of Port St. 
Lucie. 

Ashley graduated with honors from 
Florida Atlantic University obtaining a 
bachelors in nursing degree. She is cur-
rently attending Florida Atlantic University to 
pursue a graduate degree as a family nurse 
practitioner. Ashley plans on graduating in 
May 2012. Ashley is employed as a nurse at 
Big Lake Hospice.  

The groom is the grandson of Haynes 
and Susan William of Okeechobee, 
Hazel Williams of Lake Placid, Armond 
and Pat Lowe of Tarpon Springs, and 
the late Evelyn Connerly, formerly of 
Okeechobee. The groom is the great-grand-
son on Eva Mae Williams of Okeechobee. 

Raymond graduated from Florida Atlantic 
University, where he achieved a bach-
elors degree in criminal justice, he plans 
on attending law school in the near fu-
ture. Raymond is curently employed as a 
Poker dealer at Seminole Casino Brighton. 

A wedding is planned for Saturday, 
March 6, 2010 at 101 Ranch in 

ENGAGEMENT

Thomas J. McGee, Jr.
Five years have 

passed by fast. You are 
doing great! We love you and 
will be here for you always.

Your Family - Kyle, Mom, Dad, 
Ryan, Darlene, Blaine, Gavin, Gage, 
Jimi, Korey, Scarlett, and Rich.

Ephesians 5:20 “Giving 
thanks always for all things 
unto God and the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

THOMAS J. MCGEE JR.
SPECIAL CELEBRATION
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Special to the Okeechobee News/CASTLE
The Memory Field will make its way throughout the CASTLE service areas. Each 
fl ag in the Memory Field represents a child who died as a direct result of child 
abuse in one year, in Florida alone. The number has risen in one year from 163 
to 198. 



Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.www.tcdermatology.com

FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY THE  
AMERICAN BOARD OF DERMATOLOGY

Okeechobee  
863-467-9555
Vero Beach

772-778-7782

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

From Baseball to Basketball, Football to Hockey, Soccer to Swimming,
Cheerleading to Taekwondo – if yyoouu offer or participate in a youth oorr recreational

sport/activity contact us today to join the Okeechobee Sports Network

GGeett

NNoottiicceedd!!
SShhaarree yyoouurr

NNeewwss!!

HOME AWAY

Connect with your teammates, fans and the eennttiirree community

IItt’’ss EEaassyy

IItt’’ss FFuunn

IITT’’SS YYOOUURR TTUURRNN!!

YOUR SCORES…

YOUR STANDINGS…

YOUR HIGHLIGHTS…

WITHIN YOUR COMMUNITY.

7777 5555

To get started contact:
Renee Hawley
Phone: 888-853-7904 x 323
E-Mail: rhawley@communitysportsdesk.com

service provided and powered by:
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Martha’s House

Yard sale space
Martha’s House thanks Edwin Walpole, owner of the Trading Post Flea Market, for 
donating four booths to hold their yardsale. The sale will be held on Feb. 5, 6, and 
7. Offi ce manager of the Trading Post is Heather Jones (left) and Martha’s House 
Executive Director, Theresa Alexander. 
Martha’s House is seeking volunteers. Help is needed in the shelter doing such things 
as answering hotline calls, reading to the children, and teaching arts and crafts. You 
can also lend a hand with fundraisers including our upcoming yard sales. If you are 
interested in helping us, as we continue to provide a safe and loving environment for 
survivors of domestic violence, please call Theresa or Shirlean at 863-763-2893.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Okeechobee 
County is pleased to announce the arrival 
of its AmeriCorps program. AmeriCorps 
provides reading mentors to children in Kin-
dergarten through third grade. AmeriCorps 
members are paid a stipend for mentoring 
20-25 hours a week and have the opportu-
nity to earn an educational voucher upon 
the completion of 900 service hours. The 
initiation of the AmeriCorps program in 
Okeechobee has led to the hiring of four lo-
cal residents who will serve as reading men-
tors to more than 40 children at South and 
Central Elementary Schools. 

On April 20, AmeriCorps will host the 
fi rst Episodic Reading “Community Reading 
Day” event, where members of the com-

munity will be invited to share their love of 
reading with children at Central Elementary 
School. It is sure to be a memorable event 
for all!

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Okeechobee 
County offers other volunteer opportuni-
ties such as becoming a mentor for our 
“JUMP Into Reading” at Everglades, North or 
Seminole Elementary Schools. Mentors are 
matched with a Kindergartener, fi rst, second 
or third grader and build a book-centered 
relationship together. For more information, 
or to become a volunteer, please visit our 
website at www.bbbsbigs.org or call 863-
824-2227.

Big Brothers, Big Sisters 
announce reading program

When construction of the long-awaited 
and desperately-needed Children’s Crisis 
Unit commenced at the Midway Road cam-
pus of New Horizons, CEO John Romano 
promised to keep the Treasure Coast and 
Okeechobee community updated on the 
progress. The 20-bed Crisis Stabilization 
Unit which will serve boys and girls ages 6 
through 17 who live in Indian River, Martin, 
Okeechobee and St. Lucie Counties.

Construction has been underway since 
October, and as you drive by the build-
ing site on Midway Road you can see the 
extent of the progress. “The building slab 
was poured in November,” reported Mr. 
Romano, “with block walls and roof truss-

es being installed throughout December. 
Construction is scheduled to be 100 per-
cent complete in late July with the center 
actually opening for children’s services on 
Sept. 1, 2010.” 

For additional information about New 
Horizons or the “4 Our Kids” capital cam-
paign, call Cathleen Owen at 772-672-8333 
or visit our web site at: www.nhtcinc.org.

New Horizons of Okeechobee and the 
Treasure Coast is a non-profi t organiza-
tion that provides mental health care and 
substance abuse treatment for children 
and adults living in Indian River, Martin, 
Okeechobee and St. Lucie Counties.

New Horizons Children’s Crisis 
Center construction on schedule

The YWAM Mission in St. Marc, Haiti is 

in desperate need for supplies. They are ex-

pecting thousands of refugees from Port Au 

Prince, which have been arriving already. 

We have a container which we are currently 

gathering supplies to ship to them in the 

next week or so. Please help by donating as 

much of any of the items such as dry goods, 

non perishables, blankets, sheets, towels, 

tents, cots, cooking oil, spaghetti, soap and 

tarps. (Please no glass.) Please pass this on 

to your pastors and friends. Contact us for 

more information. If you’d prefer just to sup-

port fi nancially, we will accept any help. Of-

fi ce: 863-467-0796/605 S.W. Park St. #214, 

Okeechobee. More2Life Offi ce—call to ar-

range for drop off, or to have items picked 

up.

More2Life Ministries needs Haiti relief supplies



THEATRE II:  “AVATAR” 
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 only, Sat., Sun., &
Wed. 2:00 & 7:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE I:  “BOOK OF ELI”
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. @
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15, Mon. @ 3:00 &
7:00, Tues. & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:15 

Jan. 22Jan. 22 nd nd -- Jan. 28Jan. 28 thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

R

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

PG-13

THEATRE III:  “TOOTH FAIRY” 
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun.
& Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon.

3:00 & 7:00 PG

Okeechobee Cancer Center
Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Dr. Krimsley 
graduated from
Yale University

and trained at New
York University
Medical Center.

Alan S. Krimsley, M.D.
Dr. Woody graduated
from the University of
Florida and trained at
University Hospital in

Seattle and at the
Medical University of

South Carolina in
Charleston.

Ronald H. Woody, M.D.

CyberKnife™ Robotic Radiation Surgery
Now Available!

Lawnwood 

Cancer Center

1231 N. Lawnwood Circle

Ft. Pierce, FL

(772) 464-8121

Mid-Florida 

Cancer Center

604 W. Midway Road

White City, FL

(772) 468-3222

Okeechobee 

Cancer Center

301 NE 19th Drive

Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-0039

Pt. St. Lucie 

Cancer Center

1780 SE Hillmoor Dr.

Port St. Lucie, FL

(772) 335-2115

CARING PROFESSIONALS • STATE-OF-THE-ART TREATMENT • FIGHTING CANCER

We offer Courtesy Transportation, Mileage Reimbursement, 

FREE Second Opinions and FREE Prostate Cancer Screenings.

New Patients Welcome

Our State-of-the-Art Treatments Include:

• Ultrasound and CT Based Image Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT)
• Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)

• Mammosite Breast Cancer Therapy • High Dose Rate Brachytherapy (HDR)
• 3-D Image Guided Therapy • CT/MRI Fusion Technology

Serving Treasure Coast & Okeechobee 

VALENTINE’S DAY

Happy Valentine’s D

you! You a

EDDIE EXAMPLE

Day, s

are the

E

EDDIE EXAMPLE

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,

AAnd summer’s lease hath all too short a date;

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,

AAnd often is his gold complexion dimm’d;

AAnd every fair from fair sometime declines,

By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm’d;

But thy eternal summer shall not fade,

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;

Nor shall Death brag thou wander’st in his shade,

WWhen in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

VALENTINE’S DAY

sw
e 

Submit 
your 

good news 
today at 

www.newszap.com

Valentine’s Day is Feb. 14

Celebrations
Mark the day with a Special Occasion announcement

 in print and online! Open your heart and tell the
world how special your loved one is.

in the newspaper of 
your choice newszap.com

for friends and 
10 photos

Ministers of Music 

In Concert
Westside Christian Church

8082 Hwy 70 West 

Okeechobee, Fl 

January 31, 2010 ~ 6pm

A free will offering will be received 
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The sounds of shotguns fi lled the air Fri-
day as the Pine Creek Sporting Club hosted 
the 100 year anniversary of the Boy Scouts of 
America with a sporting clays tournament.

Organizers expected up to 175 competi-
tors in the tournament and expected to raise 
close to $200,000.

All of the proceeds go to the youth pro-
grams in the Gulf Stream Council which 
support 24,000 scouts across seven coun-
ties in south east Florida which include 
Okeechobee.

Event Chairman, Coles Wilkinson said 
this was the 12th annual sporting clay tour-
nament to benefi t the boy scouts, “Centen-
nial celebrations don’t come around too of-
ten. We were fortunate to be at Pine Creek 
and to have such gracious hosts. This is a 
wonderful event.”

He praised the committee members 
who worked long and hard to organize the 
event which included a morning breakfast, 
a lunch and a live auction. The volunteers 
and participants also had the chance to take 
buggy tours of the sporting club.

“We increased our teams from last year’s 
event from 24 to 32 teams,” Wilkinson said, 
“We’ve added some nice teams and expect-
ed a few more but some folks didn’t make it 
with the weather. We’re still aiming to raise 
$200,000 for the Boy Scouts. That is some-
thing that is very, very great.”

Wilkinson said very few institutions in 
North America can boast that they’ve been 
around 100 years. He said the scouts have 
helped create generations of leaders in 
America and events like this will continue to 
make that possible.

Pine Creek is a 2,400-acre members only, 
champion clays and wing shooting commu-
nity located off NE 48th Avenue. It includes 
40-acre ranch sites, 23 custom cabins, over 
1,000 acres of world-class quail fi elds, a 
7,000 sq. ft. member’s lodge and pool com-
plex, a 13-station sporting clay course, and 
other amenities.

Developer Stephen Myers who helped 
make Pine Creek a reality, said he was privi-
leged to host the event since he was once a 
cub scout and a boy scout.

“100 years is a momentous event. We’ve 
had a terrifi c turnout and this should be a 
tremendous fund raiser for the boy scouts.”

Myers said he was very pleased with the 
progress of the facility. He said they started 
in the toughest of times and continued to 
build out infrastructure, “It is paying off. A 
lot of people recognize the value of this and 
like the experience to come out to Okeecho-
bee and enjoy the outdoors. We are sure this 
will be a tremendous success.”

Boy Scouts celebrate 
anniversary in Okeechobee

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Mark Simpson goes over basic safety 
precautions before the shotgun start 
Friday to kick off the Boy Scout Anni-
versary celebration.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Developers of the Pine Creek project were on hand to support the Boy Scouts. 
They are (R-L) Stephen Myers, John Reynolds, Stephen Myers, Jr. and Jeff 
Bodz, GM of Pine Creek.



Green Day
Medical
Oncology &

Hematology of Okeechobee

Se Habla Español
1231 N. Lawnwood Circle
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-5501

1006 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 357-4138

Ricardo J. Quintero-Herencia, MD

- Specializing in evidence based medicine for the 
treatment of cancer and blood disorders

- Combined Chemotherapy and Radiation 
Therapy treatment

- Medicare/Medicaid assignment accepted
- Consulting and Free Second Opinions 

Regarding Cancer
- All insurance plans accepted and filed
- Courtesy transportation provided

New Patients Welcome

Serving the Treasure Coast

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., 
Mark Leach, R-PA , Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, 
and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge 
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will 
provide you with high quality medical and cosmetic skin 
care services in a personal and caring environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology 

• Acne  • Psoriasis  • Eczema

• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders    

• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery

• Skin Allergies and Rashes  

• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments 

• Evolence®    • Botox®   

• Juvéderm TM
   • Radiesse®  

• Restylane®   • Perlane®  

• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:

• Hair  • Moles 

• Brown Spots  • Warts 

• Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

Ted Shiff, M.D.   Dwayne Montie, D.O.  Mark Leach, R-PA  Sharon Barrineau, ARNP  John Minni, D.O.   

Dr. Brian
Finke 

Podiatry Assoc.
of         

Okeechobee, Inc. 

3912 SE 18th Terr.
is pleased to announce 

continued Podiatry Care 
after 5 years in 

the same location . 

Dr. Arthur Haspel is 
no longer associated 

with this office. 

Dr. Finke is also
accepting new

patients. 

For all your 
foot care needs 

call 863-467-6577
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

A living link to the Battle of Okeechobee 
will be present for the re-enactment, Feb. 6 
and 7. 

Matt Taylor, a direct descendant of Colo-
nel Zachary Taylor, will be there.

“One or two days of the year, it matters 
that I am descendant of Zachary Taylor,” he 
said. 

Mr. Taylor will bring a fl intlock pistol that 
was used in the battle. He will also bring a 
book published in the 1840s about his an-
cestor that was presented to Colonel Taylor.

Mr. Taylor will relate some interesting 
stories about his famous ancestor that have 
been passed down through his family. He 
said he is especially interested in talking to 
the children on Friday, Feb. 5 during the spe-
cial presentation for school children.

For the second year the battle reenact-
ment will be held on state owned land. 
Previous re-enactments had been held on 
nearby private property. In 2006 part of the 
battlefi eld was bought by the state and the 
process is under way to make it into a state 
park commemorating the battle.

The battle reenactment area, across SE 
38th Avenue from the Treasure Island Fire 
Station, will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each day with the battle re-enactment to be 
held at 2 p.m. on Saturday and 1 p.m. on 
Sunday. In addition, there will be food and 
music, horse rides, an 1800s medicine show, 
a cracker cow camp, a cannon demonstra-
tion, and other exhibits.

There are differing opinions as to who 
won the Dec. 25, 1837 battle.

Butch Wilson, of the Clewiston Museum, 
called the Seminole leaders who participat-
ed in the battle “great tacticians.”

“Their strategic planning resulted in a 
technical win because they infl icted more 

damage on the American forces,” Mr. Wil-
son asserted. He went on to say: “However, 
from a logical perspective, the Seminoles 
were driven from the fi eld of battle, making 
the U.S. Army the victor.”
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Zachary Taylor descendant to appear at re-enactment

Special to the Okeechobee News/OMS

Students of the Week
Congratulations to the Osceola Middle School Students of the Week for Jan. 19-
22. Teachers mentioned that these students are wonderful examples of what a 
good student should be and how a good student behaves to get the most out of 
his or her education. We are very proud of each one of them. They dined on Dom-
ino’s pizza with Mrs. Bass, Mrs. Branham, Mrs. McGlamory, Mr. Burk, SRO Deputy 
Holmes, and our new Dean of Students, Mr. Brian Barrett. From left to right are: 
Lorraine Cauilan, Sofi a Medrano, Marissa Kerce, Destiny Hughes, Valerie Alvarez. 
Standing, left to right: Edwin Medina, Michael Henning, Orbelin Calvillo, Angelica 
Lopez.



Ask us about our great rates 
on pre-owned cars. Yeah, you 
can smile about that.

 *  Annual Percentage Rate for new model cars 2009 and 2010 and requires automatic payment debit from a 
Seacoast National Bank checking account. Individual rate may be higher based on credit score. Offer may 
be withdrawn at any time.

500 N. Parrott Avenue, 467-5330
1409 S. Parrott Avenue, 467-4663

www.seacoastnational.com

Feel good about your bank

525% 
 

APR*

Zoom on in for a great rate.

You get a health 
checkup every year--
how about a health
insurance checkup?

Berger Insurance Services, Inc.
800 South Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

Free review and no obligation quote.
We write with CIGNA, 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
Aetna, and United Healthcare.
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Surprise your signifi cant other with a spe-
cial Valentine’s date night and you can ben-
efi t the March of Dimes at the same time! 
The Law Offi ce of Cassels & McCall is spon-
soring a drawing for the following items, 
which will be sure to make your Valentine’s 
celebration special:

• Start your day with a shampoo and 
blow dry, donated by Brandy Stephen of 
Main Street Salon.

• While getting dressed, light a french 
vanilla scented candle, donated by Gloria’s 
Sweets-n-Blooms.

• Enhance the romantic mood with 
Chanel No. 5 perfume.

• Enjoy a Valentine’s Day fl ower arrange-
ment, donated by Countryside Florist.

• Complete your celebration with din-
ner—Lightsey’s Seafood Restaurant has do-
nated a $40 gift card toward your dinner.

Tickets are available at the Law Offi ce of 
Cassels & McCall, located at 400 N.W. Sec-
ond Street, for a donation of $2 each or 3 
for $5. The drawing will be held at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Feb. 10.

The March of Dimes is the leading non-

profi t organization for pregnancy and baby 
health. The March of Dimes is dedicated to 
improving the health of babies by prevent-
ing birth defects, premature birth and infant 
mortality.

In addition to research, the March of 
Dimes supplies information on a wide range 
of preconception, perinatal and genetic top-
ics. The major fundraiser for the March of 
Dimes is March for Babies, which will take 
place in Okeechobee on Saturday, March 
6. For information on forming a team or 
becoming a sponsor, call Laura McCall at 
863-763-3131 or Cindy Hernandez at 772-
562-0115.

Drawing to be held to benefi t March of Dimes

Adult Flag Football league forms
All players and managers interested in the 2010 Adult Flag Football League are en-

couraged to attend an organizational meeting Thursday, Feb. 4, at 6 p.m. at the Civic 

Center on Hwy. 98 N. Team fees are as follows: Men’s League - $350; Women’s League 

- $300. To register a team, visit the Recreation Department at 640 N.W. 27th Lane (Sports 

Complex), Monday-Friday between 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Fees are due no later than 5 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 12. For more information, call the Recreation Department at 863-763-6950.

Soccer referee clinic 
All those interested in becoming an offi cial referee under the United States Soccer 

Federation are encouraged to register online at www.fsr-inc.com as soon as possible. 

Half of the clinic will be completed online and the other half will be a classroom session 

held at Yearling Middle School Saturday, Jan. 30, (10 a.m.-4 p.m.), and Sunday, Jan. 31, 

(2-5 p.m.). Certifi ed referees will be able to offi ciate any USSF club or league games in 

Florida. To register, visit the website. Click on “Become A Referee” and select the follow-

ing course number: A7-08-1209-08. The cost is $100 for the certifi cation and can be paid 

online. For more information, call Brian King at 863-610-0084.



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School fell behind 14-0 
and didn’t score for the fi rst six minutes of 
the game when they lost to Suncoast in girls 
basketball action, 60-53 at the Brahman gym 
on Thursday night.

Okeechobee turned things around and 
were able to take brief leads in the third and 
fourth quarters before foul trouble hurt their 
cause in one of their fi nal home games of 
the year.

Coach Tony Sherlock said his team once 
again only played well for parts of the game. 
He said they need to play well and execute 
for longer segments of games, “We just 
missed shots. We missed foul shots and we 
missed lay ups. We came out fl at and they 
got a big lead. After that the girls decided 
that Suncoast could play and they better step 
it up or they would be embarrassed at their 
own house.”

Monica Koger had 16 points to lead 
Okeechobee (12-8). Jewel Buck had 12 
points for the Brahmans. Chelsie Williams 
had 18 points and 15 rebounds for Suncoast 
(6-13).

The fi rst quarter was a nightmare for 
Okeechobee. Suncoast played tough de-
fense inside but the Brahmans missed a lot 
of workable shots. Several times the Brah-
mans had open shots that wouldn’t fall.

“The fi rst half wasn’t so good,” Koger 
said, “Toward the end I liked the way we 
played as a team. In the fi rst quarter I don’t 
even know what was happening. We were 
shooting perfect shots but they weren’t go-
ing through the goal.”

Suncoast led 17-3 at the end of the fi rst 
quarter and led 29-13 late in the fi rst half. 
Okeechobee went on a 7-0 run to end the 
half to cut the defi cit to 29-20 at halftime.

Okeechobee continued their run in the 
second half as they outscored the Lady Char-
gers 22-13 in the third quarter to tie the game 
at 42. Key shots included a three pointer by 
Keighly Stewart, a three-point play by Jewel 
Buck inside, and buckets by Essence Wil-
liams and Koger.

Buck fouled out just 1:30 into the fourth 
quarter and after that Suncoast was able 
to take charge. When Markeisha Youmans 
joined her on the bench with two minutes 
left, the Chargers were able to shoot at will 
under the basket.

“We couldn’t handle their bigs late in the 
game,” Sherlock said, “I told the girls it’s the 
little things that matter. We committed little 
touch fouls, and didn’t make foul shots. If 
we make those shots, we win the game to-
night.”

Okeechobee led 52-51 after a technical 
foul shot but the Chargers went on a 9-1 run 
to end the game with Buck and Youmans on 
the bench.

The Okeechobee junior varsity continued 
their strong season with a 43-23 victory.

The Lady Brahmans travel to Summit 
Christian on Monday and Berean Christian 
on Tuesday. They hold their senior night 
celebration next Thursday night against 
Sebring.

Girls basketball team loses district game

Okeechobee News

Meet Y our
Local Merch

ants

A S a l u t e  t o  t h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  L o c a l  B u s i n e s s

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

*50% OFF Program Fees
*FREE B-12

1st Week of Protein Supplements FREE

Kim Has
Lost

50 lbs.
& 60” 

Buford
Has  Lost
62 lbs.
& 45” 

Yes, this newspaper is part of
a “chain.” But this “chain” is
unlike any other.

We are owned by a journalis-
tic trust. All after-tax profits
are invested in our mission of
community service through
good local journalism.

Staffing is local, and we seek
out people who care about
the community and want to
stay here.
How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Monica Koger led Okeechobee in scoring with 16 points as Okeechobee fell to 
Suncoast.



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School had defeated 
John Carroll earlier in the year 6-1, so it was 
a big surprise for the Brahman soccer team 
Thursday when they fell at the Rams senior 
night 1-0.

Hyun Park scored the only game of the 
match in the fi rst half for John Carroll (10-7).

Okeechobee managed to out shoot the 
Rams 9-1 in the second half after a lackluster 
fi rst half effort, Coach Lonnie Sears said. 

“There is something missing from the 
team this year. I can’t put my fi nger on it. They 

are a good bunch of kids but they don’t seem 
to want to win as much as past teams,” he 
added.

Sears said it’s possible the boys didn’t take 
the Rams seriously since Okeechobee han-
dled them during their Christmas tournament 
in December.

“We had numerous chances to put the ball 
into the net. They were easy chances, right in 
front of the net. We kick it over the goal, or 
shoot it wide,” he said.

Sears said he kicked his team in the pants, 
verbally, at half time to try and get them going. 
He was encouraged that the team worked 
harder in the second half.

“John Carroll got one shot after halftime, 
and they didn’t get the ball into our end much, 
John Carroll is not a bad team, but they are 
not the caliber of team that we are,” Sears 
said.

Mateo Abandano had seven saves for the 
Rams.

Okeechobee opens up play in their dis-
trict tournament on Monday against Boynton 
Beach. The match will start at 5 p.m. at Jensen 
Beach High School.

Sears said Suncoast and Jensen Beach will 
be the favorites in the tournament this year.

As for Okeechobee, he said it will all be 
up to the kids, “We always have a chance. 
We have a good team. It is up to the kids and 
whether they want to play or not.”

Patricia Louise Goolsby,
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

UNIMPROVED ACREAGE on
western side of the Viking. Close
to the Kissimmee Prairie Preserve
State Park. MLS #202858, $8000.

AN OLDER MOBILE HOME with
a lot of possibilities. Needs some
TLC. Additional 1/1 efficiency in
backyard. Fish cleaning station on
water. Workshop with plenty of
space. MLS #203642, $64,900.

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

FOR THESE LISTINGS, CALL VICKI ANDERSON 863-634-4106.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

2/2 SWMH with lg FL Room. 2 Car
Carport, Lg Shed with concrete floor,
Bdrm 2 has its own bathroom. Solid
wood cabinets throughout home.
FULLY FURNISHED!! Priced to
Sell!! MLS #203643, $57,900

CBS DUPLEX each side 1/1, water-
front, dock, electric boat lift, fish
cleaning station, deck, shed w/elec
12x12, sprinkler sys, seawall. Great
rental units w/large rooms and walk
in closets. MLS #203644, $84,000.

GREAT STARTER HOME: 2/2
home. Laminate floors in kitchen, liv-
ing room, hallway. Seven large
grandfather oaks in yard. Attic in
garage. Good location. PRICED TO
SELL!!!! MLS #202856, $109,900.

GREAT LOCATION IN TOWN -
This is a unique house loaded with
history. Hurricane Hide Room in
middle of house. MLS #203080,
$49,900.

REDUCED 

TO SELL!!!

BUYER BROKERAGE
CO. OF OKEECHOBEE
BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,

CRS, GRI, APPRAISERCRS, GRI, APPRAISER

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
1039 S.E. Everglades Blvd • Okeechobee

(863) 763-2334 • (863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS 
SAVING 
BUYERS
MONEY!

“DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH”

“COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY”
Sunlight flows throughout
two sets of French doors in
this airy spacious remod-
eled 2BA/2Ba villa.
Laminate floors, eat in
kitchen and separate dining
room. Must see. #203140
$85,000 Call Kathy
Godwin 863-634-7728

“EASY LIVING”

“GREAT COMMERCIAL LOCATION”
2/2 DWMH on Captive
lake Taylor Creek
Isles. Would make
great first time home
or second home.
#203466 $52,000
Call Ann Hancock
863-447-2254

CBS commercial build-
ing on almost one acre.
This location is suitable
for a variety of business-
es. Has 1500+ usable
sq. footage with large
parking area.
MLS#203620 $195,000
Call Kathy Godwin
863-634-7728

“PERFECT LITTLE GETAWAY”

"WHAT A DEAL"

Prime property in the
City of Okeechobee.
Tremendous potential.
Just south of Hwy 70
and east of hwy 441.
Almost 4 acres total with
16000+ CBS building.
#200159 Call Betsy
Sheffield 863-697-8610

“Wow” This 3Bd/1Ba
home sits on a beautiful
acre+ lot in the SW sec-
tion, close to schools
and shopping. Needs a
little TLC. #203402
$99,000 Call Sheryl
Byrd 863-634-3572

1992 3Bd/2Ba DWMH
on Captive Lake in
Taylor Creek Isles.
Home has new floors,
fireplace, screened back
porch, hurricane shed-
ders and a lot more.
#203389 $85,000
Call Sheryl Byrd
863-634-3572

We are registered to sell “Hud Owned Homes”
Call one of our Agents for info.

New Listing

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

1006-H: Oak Tree
Place 2-Story town-
house in town. 2
Bedrooms 1.5 Bath,
porch w/new panel roof
and wooden fenced
also incl stackable
washer & dryer unit.
$77,000 MLS# 203227 

5005-H: King’s Bay 3
Bedroom 2 Bath home
with rear screen in
porch, attached
garage, Breakfast Bar,
and more. $135,000
MLS #203579

2000-M: Taylor Creek
3/2 home split bed-
room plan, Island
Kitchen, extra shed,
detached carport
w/workshop, fenced
back yard, appliances,
etc. MLS #203096

2003-M: Taylor Creek
Mobile home split bed-
room plan, furnished,
enclosed & screened
porch with workshop,
fenced lot. $59,000
MLS #202195

5033-M: Spot in the
Sun 3bdr/2bath DW
MH on 1 Acre. Chain
link fence, storm shut-
ters. Could be sold fur-
nished. 12 x 16 shed.
MLS #203445

5027-M: Spot in the
Sun 3/2 MH, front &
back porch, fenced
large Lot. Nice and
quiet located at the
end of the street.
$75,000 or better
offer. MLS #92463

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

MMOOTTIIVVAATTEEDD  SSEELLLLEERR

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Fran Mechlin

O.L.G.A.
On Jan. 21, the ladies of the Okeechobee Ladies Golf Association met for their 
monthly scramble and meeting. Ladies had a day of fun, golf and lunch fol-
lowed by the meeting. Winning team members (l-4): Nancy McAlinden, Cher 
Fountain, Joyce Huffman and Carol Seiser. For information about O.L.G.A. call 
863-763-6228.

Boys soccer falls at John Carroll



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

QUALITY CONTROL
Earn up to $100 per day. 
Evaluate retail stores, 
training provided, No ex-
perience required. Call 
888-615-5249

Employment
Medical

PATIENT CARE 
ASSISTANTS

Raulerson Hospital has 
immediate openings for 
Pt. Care Assistants, ap-
plicants must have FL 
certifi cation and current 
CPR certifi cation.  
Please log on to 
www.raulersonhospi-
tal.com to complete an 
online employment ap-
plication.  Raulerson 
Hospital, 1796 Hwy. 
441, N., Okeechobee, 
FL 34973

Employment
Part Time

CARPENTER needed in 
my home. Light work. 
Must have own tools. 
Will pay for all materi-
als. Call 863-697-2161

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING & HAULING
Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Furniture

CRAFTMATIC AD-
JUSTABLE BEDS - 2 
twins, can make into 
King, like new, seldom 
used, $900 
(863)467-9800

Guns/Supplies

Fundraiser Raffl e Tick-
ets -Prizes includes: 
Winchester Model 94, 
44Mag, Ruger Charger 
22LR, etc. 
(630)674-1294

Pets/Supplies

CKC Boston Terrier 
Puppies - $600.00. 
(863)261-1633

Toys & Games

CHEAP Wii GAMES!!!! -
CHEAP Nintendo Wii 
GAMES. MOST NEW 
GAME TITLES AS WELL 
AS A HUGE SELECTION 
OF OLDER GAMES. 
CALL FOR DETAILS.. 
(863)357-2602

Wanted To Buy

WANTED - USED 5-10 
HP OUTBOARD MOTOR - 
with tank and hose, rea-
sonable (863)467-5297

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm Equipment

TRACTOR - 130 Farmall, 
restored like new, 
w/cultivators. $4000 
(863)763-8742  

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

New In Town CBS Apts - 
2/1 $695, 1/1 $595, 
plus util. Application, 
1st, last & sec. req’d. 
863-801-3081

NW OKEE: 2br, quiet St. 
Pets ok, $650/$750, 1st, 
last & $500 sec. 
561-346-1642

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$500/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TAYLOR CREEK 1BR, 
1BA, furnished, no pets. 
Pool. $650 mo. + 1st & 
sec.  502-468-5976.

Taylor Creek Condo 
2/1, furnished. Pool, 

Dock. $875/mo + 1st & 
sec. (863)634-8757

Houses - Rent

OKEECHOBEE - 4br, 
2ba, great neighborhood, 
tile throughout, $975 & 
up/mo, 1st & sec move in 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Houses - Rent

SMALL - 2BR, 1½BA, 
Newly remodeled - 7th 
Ave. $600 mo. + $600 
sec.  (863)357-1197

Office Space Rent

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

Rooms To Rent

OKEE, Furn. Rm. 1 mile 
from Walmart, priv. en-
trance, w/d $130/wk & 
dep., utils incl. 
(863)763-7331 msg

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

CBS - furn., 2BR, 2BA, 
garage, screen porch,  
affordable fi nancing  
352-895-8376 Must Sell

Great Income property 
3/2 DWMH with fi replace, 
hot tub and a 1/1  SWMH 
on 2 1/2 acres w/2 sheds 
Call 863-484-0910.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

Adorable 2/1, Ancient 
Oaks, + 55, completely 
furnished, with boat 
ramp, gated community, 
incl. water, cable, lawn 
care & w/d, annual $595, 
seasonal $995 inclds 
electric Available immedi-
ately, sec dep, 1 small 
pet okay (863)801-9027

Mobile Home
Rent

BHR - 3/2, Washer, dry-
er, fenced in yard. 
$750/mo utils not incld. 
(863)357-1783

DBL WIDE 3BR, 2BA on 
2+ acres. 1 mile from 
high school. $850 mo.   
Includes lawn mainte-
nance. 1st & last. Call 
(863)467-2563 or 
(863)447-2172

FOR RENT: 3/2 and 2/1 
Cottages. Newly remod-
eled. 12 miles north of 
Okeechobee on beautiful 
ranch.  Water, trash & 
lawn maintenance includ-
ed. NO PETS!   M-F.  
(863)467-2982

FT. DRUM AREA - furn., 
older mobile home, 1.5 
br, 1ba, $425 dep., $425 
mo. rent (912)925-2147/ 
(912)224-4658 or 
(734)637-2697

RV with added on living 
room. Utilities incl. 
$450/month + deposit. 
Call 863-763-3762

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

DBL WIDE - 2006, 
3br,2ba, 28x56, exc 
cond., move on your lot 
for $28,000 
(863)634-5283

Factory went out of 
business 4br/2ba, 
32x80, 2400 sq ft mo-
bile $20,000 below re-
tail. Cost $69,900 on 
your lot. Has fi replace, 
large kitchen, glamour 
bath & family room. 
Never priced this low 
again. 863-3574849

For Sale 60 x 14; 2 bd 
2 ba in Adult trailer 
park. Lrg kitchen, Fl 
room, screened back 
porch on canal, util 

bldg, boat dock. Many 
extras. For information 

863-484-0222

Mobile Home Sale

For the lowest prices on 
factory direct custom 
built Jacobson Homes. 
Call 863-357-4849 and 
ask for Larry or Sandy

Mobile & lot, 48 Boon 
Dock Rd, Kissimmee 
River Shores, $24,000   
863-763-2346

New 3br/2ba double-
wide only $44900 setup 
& a/c included $2000 
down or trade for down 
payment, very easy 
credit 863-357-4849

OKEECHOBEE- 1981 
dbl wide on water, porch, 
lg edition, boathouse, 
$100,000 (863)763-0474

Okeechobee mobile 
home dealer selling all 
remaining inventory at 
near factory invoice to 
make room for 2010 
models. Call Sandy or 
Larry 863-357-4849

TAYLOR CREEK - 68 ft, 
2 br, 1.5 ba, completely 
furnished w/screen 
room, extras $10,000 
(352)406-9395

Tradeins wanted. No 
money down when you 
trade-in your old mobile  
home. 3 & 4 bedroom 
doublewides at excel-
lent price. Call Larry or 
Sandy at 863-357-4849

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

35’ Gulf Steam fi fth 
wheel High grade On 
board LP gas gen, no 
smoke / no pets 
$12,000  330-592-8694

BLUE OX TOWBAR - For 
m o t o r h o m e 
(863)763-8742

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

Marine
Accessories

OUTBOARD MOTOR - 
Johnson, 9.9 hp, runs 
great $300 or best offer 
(352)406-9395

Motorcycles

2002 Kawasaki VUL-
CAN 55CC - Great ride 
$ 1 , 7 0 0 . 0 0 / n e g 
(836)357-1739

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

CORVETTE CONV. ‘01 - 
Prof. enhanced to run 
10 sec, very fast, like 
new (863)763-8742

Parts/Repairs

Transmission -GM 
$600.00/or best offer. 
(863)801-5687

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE

Location:
 Silvermoon’s Towing & Recovery 
3197 NW 20th Trail, Okeechobee

Date of Sale: February 3, 2010 
Time of Sale: 9:00 am

1986 Buick Century, White
VIN#AFAFP33P4W292699

1998 Plymouth Neon, White
VIN#1P3ES47C8WD623374

343925 ON 01/24/10

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Shop here first!
The classified ads
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Public Notice

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD POLICIES

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, Chapter 120, Florida 
Statutes, notice is hereby given that the Okeechobee County School Board 
will consider amendment/adoption of the School Board policies listed below 
at their meeting on Tuesday, March 9, 2010, at 6:00 p.m., in Room 303 of 
the School Board Administrative Offi ce at 700 S.W. Second Avenue, Okee-
chobee. A copy of the proposed amendments/policies are available in the 
Superintendent’s offi ce, Room 307, located at 700 S.W. 2nd Avenue.

AMENDMENT OF BOARD POLICY 4.19 Physical Education
1. This policy provides general guidelines for instruction of physical
    education. 
2. The proposed amendment adds language to meet requirements of the 

Don Davis Physical Education Act. 
3. The legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41 and 1001.42. Laws im-

plemented are F.S. 1001.43, 1003.41, 1003.42, 1003.43, 1003.453, 
1003.455. 

4. This policy adoption will not affect individuals from an economic stand-
point.

AMENDMENT OF BOARD POLICY 6.103
Appointment or Employment Requirements

1. This policy addresses eligibility requirements for appointment or employ-
ment. 

2. The proposed amendment adds and revises language to meet require-
ments of the Ethics in Education Act. 

3. The legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41, 1012.22, 1012.23. 
Laws implemented are F.S. 381.0056, 1001.42, 1001.43, 1012.01, 
1012.22, 1012.27, 1012.315, 1012.32, 1012.39, 1012.465, 1012.55, 
1012.56. 

4. This policy adoption will not affect individuals from an economic stand-
point.

AMENDMENT OF BOARD POLICY 6.44 Telephone Calls
Electronic Communications and Facsimilies

1. This policy addresses use of district-owned communication devices. 
2. The proposed amendment adds language addressing the expenditure of 

public funds for such devices. 
3. The legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41, 1012.22, 1012.23. 

Laws implemented are F.S. 1001.43, 1011.09, 1012.22. 
4. This policy adoption will not affect individuals from an economic stand-

point.

AMENDMENT OF BOARD POLICY 7.40
Purchasing Policies and Bidding

1. This policy provides criteria for authorizing purchases and entering into 
contracts pursuant to bids awarded. 

2. The proposed amendment revises the procedure for fi ling a notice of 
protest following the posting of a bid tabulation. 

3. The legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41, 1001.42. Laws imple-
mented are F.S. 112.312, 120.57, 212.08, 212.0821, 255.04, 274.02, 
287.057, 1001.43, 1010.01, 1010.04, 1013.47. 

4. This policy adoption will not affect individuals from an economic stand-
point.

ADOPTION OF BOARD POLICY 8.27
Bus Emergency Evacuation Drills

1. This policy is required by statute to meet audit requirements. 
2. The proposed policy provides guidelines for conducting bus emergency 

evacuation drills. 
3. The legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41 and 1001.42. Laws im-

plemented are F.S. 1001.43, 1006.21. 
4. This policy adoption will not affect individuals from an economic stand-

point.

ADOPTION OF BOARD POLICY 8.45 School Breakfast Program

1. This policy is required to comply with current statutes. 
2. The proposed policy provides guidelines for the provision of breakfast in 

district schools. 
3. The legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41 and 1001.42. Laws im-

plemented are F.S. 1001.43, 1006.06. 
4. This policy adoption will not affect individuals from an economic stand-

point.

Patricia G. Cooper, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
343780 ON 1/24/10

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE  NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORDA

CASE NO. 2010-CP-000005

IN RE: ESTATE OF
  HERBERT M. KARNES
     Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

   The administration of the estate of 
HERBERT M. KARNES, deceased, 
whose date of death was December 
30, 2009, and whose social security 
number is 066-20-4026, is pending 
in the Circuit Court for Okeechobee 
County, Florida, Probate Division, 
the address of which is 312 N.W. 3rd 
Street, Okeechobee, Florida 34972. 
The names and address of the per-
sonal representative and the person-
al representative’s attorney are set 
forth below.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must fi le their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
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OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate 
must fi le their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTH AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA 
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
  NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
   The date of fi rst publication of this 
notice is January 24, 2010.

Personal Representative:
SUSAN FOSTER

441 Hillendale Acres Lane
Crossville, TN 38572

Attorney for Personal Representative:
COLIN M. CAMERON
200 N.E. 4th Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972
(863) 763-8600
Fla. Bar No. 270441
344179 ON 1/24,31/10

Reading a newspaper provides
the opportunity to get involved

in your community.
No wonder newspaper 

readers are more popular!

ACROSS
1 The Pleiades’

Alcyone, for one
10 Bag opening?
15 Touching base
16 Dull thing, in

slang
17 Where many

strings are pulled
19 Street address
20 Sun. speech
21 Milo of “Ulysses”
22 Shellac
25 Turbulent waters
27 German aviation

pioneer Lilienthal
29 Like some

felonies
31 China biggie
32 Polite title
34 Branch

headquarters?
36 Inflate
37 Fall opportunities

for high school
seniors

40 Cotillion honoree
41 Making a

crossing
42 Sense of style
43 Flash
45 Often-allergic

attack
47 This, in Toledo
48 Not pizzicato
49 Battle of Endor

fighters of film
53 Shellac
55 Ernst

contemporary
57 Chem. unit
58 Former Boer

republic
62 Out of, as work
63 It’s pitched at a

stake
64 Dreams, to some
65 Like an

imposition

DOWN
1 Pop singing

brothers from the
Isle of Man

2 Like some gases
3 Cold burst?

4 “There’s __ in
team”

5 Spike TV, once
6 Avg. levels
7 Chitlins might be

cooked with ’em
8 Classic ghost

story
9 Numbered hwy.

10 U.S. Army
medals

11 Like some
grounders

12 Ruined
13 Scooby-Doo, for

one
14 Confirmation

word
18 It might be sent

from a bridge
23 15th century year
24 Dabble in
26 __ passu:

impartially
28 Sizable refs.
30 Latin I word
31 Oil source
32 Tumult
33 Resolve, in a 

way

35 O.T. book
37 Go cautiously
38 Letter opener
39 “The Last Time

__ Paris”: 1954
film

44 Reagan
speechwriter

46 Corrida hero
48 Mock
50 Missouri River

city

51 Japanese
stringed
instruments

52 Glossy
54 Exec gps.
56 Gnat, for one
58 “Double Fantasy”

artist
59 Loan-insuring

org.
60 Congeal
61 Chicken general

By Alan Olschwang
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 05/02/09

05/02/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

and Appeals helped pave the way for the 
drive-in at their meeting on Thursday eve-
ning, Jan. 21. At that time, the board ap-
proved a special exception for about one 
acre on the northern end of the block for a 
drive through restaurant service.

The developer has already agreed to 
donate land for a turn lane on Southwest 
22nd Street.

Upon the recommendation of city plan-
ner Bill Brisson the board unanimously 
approved the special exception with three 
conditions he proposed.

The fi rst condition was landscaping. Mr. 
Brisson suggested that the western edge of 
the property be landscaped to screen resi-
dential property on the other side Second 
Avenue.

The second condition stated that if loud-
speakers were used, as they sometime are 
with drive through restaurants, they should 
be aimed away from the residential area to 
the west. 

Mr. Brisson said the details of these two 
conditions could be worked out as part of 
the site plan review.

The third condition dealt with traffi c. Mr. 
Brisson said that anticipated traffi c would 
be less than the total volume of traffi c an-
ticipated for the earlier, larger proposed 
project that involved the entire block. Any 
new projects on the remainder of the block 
coupled with the current project could not 
generate any more traffi c than the original 
project or other traffi c accommodations 
would have to be made.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda

can be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

SONIC
Continued From Page 1

The South Florida Water Management 
District (SFWMD) will resume normal 
operation of the S-127 navigation lock on 
Lake Okeechobee in Buckhead Ridge be-
ginning on Monday, Jan. 25, at 5:30 a.m.

The navigation lock was taken out of 
service several months ago to protect the 
canal system in Buckhead Ridge during a 
dredging project in a Lake Okeechobee 
navigation channel. 

In addition, the District needed to 
make repairs to the hydraulic lift mecha-
nism on the lock gates. Gate repairs have 
been complete for several weeks, and 
dredging in the Pearce Canal fi nished on 
Friday, Jan. 22.

For more information about the navi-
gation lock opening or for general infor-
mation about the District, please call the 
Okeechobee Service Center at 863-462-
5260.

Navigation
lock reopens 
on Monday 

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Some $35,000 in property damage was 
reported Thursday night after a construc-
tion trailer was reported on fi re on property 
owned by the South Florida Water Manage-
ment District in Okeechobee.

Four units and eight fi remen from 
Okeechobee County Fire Rescue and the 
Okeechobee City Fire Department respond-
ed just before 5:30 p.m. to 9400 S.E. 126th 
Blvd.

Lt. Robert Mears said the origin of the fi re 
was unknown and the cause of the blaze 
was under investigation by the State Fire 
Marshall’s Offi ce. He noted the double wide 
trailer was used as a construction offi ce for 
Dickerson of Florida.

Fire was coming out of the roof and attic 
area when fi remen arrived, Mears added.

Firemen made an interior attack and 
were able to put out the blaze in short order. 
There were no injuries reported. The Red 

Cross also assisted fi remen and workers at 
the scene.

Firemen were on the scene for close to 
three hours.

Mears said an electrician was on site 
to repair electrical problems when the fi re 
started. 500 gallons of water was used to put 
out the blaze.

A second blaze caused about $1,000 in 
damage to a vacant mobile home at 3681 
NW 3rd Street early Friday morning.

A fi re report from Lt. Mears said three 
units and six fi remen responded just before 
3:30 a.m. and found several small fi res burn-
ing inside a burned out frame of a mobile 
home.

Firemen also noticed a group of spec-
tators outside watching the fl ames. There 
were no injuries. 

About 1,000 gallons of water were used 
to put out the fi re. The origin and the cause 
remained under investigation. There were 
no injuries reported.

Blazes keep fi remen busy



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

A self-reported violation resulted in the 
loss of a boys soccer match and a $100 fi ne 
for Okeechobee High School this week.

The high school apparently used an ineli-
gible player in their match against Fort Pierce 
on Nov. 18.

Athletic Director Gena Davis wrote the 
Florida High School Athletic Association to 
report the error earlier this month.

The athlete had an excused absence from 
the end of the last semester of the 2008-2009 
school year. Due to a family emergency, the 
student was unable to take fi nal exams for last 
year, Davis told the FHSAA.

Davis went on to write that the athlete 
was ineligible to play because the grade was 

not posted in the school system. The athlete 
did complete his course work requirement, 
received a passing grade, and obtained the 
needed grade point average but the grades 
could not be confi rmed in the school system.

The grades have since been confi rmed 
and posted and the athlete has played the rest 
of the season as an eligible player.

FHSAA Executive Director Roger Dearing 
wrote a letter to OHS administrators on Jan. 
15, which stated each member school in the 
organization is expected to review the eligibil-
ity of each student athlete prior to his or her 
participation. “For this reason, Okeechobee 
High School is held in accordance with the 
applicable penalties to be assessed as failure 
to follow policies and procedures. However, 
the fact that Okeechobee High School is self 

reporting the infraction will be taken into con-
sideration.”

Normally the school would have been re-
quired to pay a fi ne of at least $2,500 and as 
much as $7,500, but the FHSAA reduced the 
fi ne because Okeechobee self reported the 
violation.

The boy’s soccer program was placed on 
Administrative Probation for one year. Ad-
ministrative probation is a period of warning 
for one or more calendar years during which 
time any additional violations committed by 
the school may result in more severe penal-
ties being assessed.

OHS boys soccer team has to forfeit match

877-221-1599 • 772-221-1510
4443 SW Martin Hwy., Palm City, FL 34990

Monday- Friday 8-6

www.extreme-performance.biz        
http://www.myspace.com/extremeperformance07  

Must be at least 18 years old to play. See Brush Stand for complete details. Persons who have trespassed or been 
banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If your 

or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.
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Special to the Okeechobee News/OCRA

Season Champs
OCRA Flag Football Champs for the 2009-10 season are the Chip’s Auto 
Glass team including Coach Rick Durfee and Coach Dale Hardy. Players are 
Rance, Dalton, Orlando, Dylan, Payton, Ryker, JoJo, Jacob, Brendan and 
Zad.
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