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Youth minister 
accused of sex 
acts with boys

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A youth minister who was also 
a volunteer with the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) 
has been arrested and charged 
with participating in sex acts with 
two underaged boys.

David Luke Reed, 23, was ar-
rested Friday, Jan. 15, in Putnam 

County on Okeechobee County 
warrants charging him with the fel-
onies of custodi-
al sexual battery 
(seven counts), 
lewd and lascivi-
ous molestation 
(four counts) 
and lewd and las-
civious conduct 
(one count). He 
was also charged 
with two misde-
meanor counts 
of contributing to the delinquency 
of a minor.

Reed was returned to Okeecho-
bee County Friday afternoon and 
booked into the Okeechobee 
County Jail under a bond of $4.2 
million.

According to Okeechobee 
County Sheriff Paul May, Reed is 
accused of engaging in sex acts 
with a 12-year-old and a 15-year-
old boy. Both boys were members 
of the Okeechobee County Sea 
Cadet program. Reed was both a 
volunteer with the OCSO Search 
& Rescue Unit and the nationally-
recognized Sea Cadet program.

“Reed was being groomed to 

take over the Sea Cadet program,”
said Sheriff May, who added that
he was shocked at what transpired
between Reed and the two boys.
“With this happening, we have no
one to take over the program, so
this program will be suspended.
I’m not going to take responsibil-
ity for anyone’s children when I
can’t be 100 percent sure they will
be safe.”

Under the direction of OCSO
Detective Lieutenant Mark Muros,
the Sea Cadet program was named

OCSO volunteer arrested

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Circuit Judge Larry Schack 
brings over 30 years of legal expe-
rience to the Okeechobee bench. 
He began a new assignment at 
the Okeechobee Judicial Com-
plex on Dec. 30.

He was assigned this year to 
the Civil Division which will in-
clude all civil cases, all family 
court cases, probate and guard-
ianship cases, juvenile dependen-
cy dockets, shelter hearings and 
department of revenue cases.

“It’s been very enjoyable so 
far. Everyone has been wonder-
ful and a pleasure to work with. 
The facility is wonderful as well,” 
he said.

Judge Schack is a native of 
Brooklyn, N.Y. He attended Bos-
ton University School of Law in 
Massachusetts. He also received a 
bachelors degree in biology from 
Case Western Reserve University 
before law school.

He became a judge in January, 
1991. He has held other positions 

in the legal profession which in-
clude an Assistant State’s Attorney 
job in Ft. Pierce for two years, an-
other prosecutor job in West Palm 
Beach for nearly three years, was 
a criminal defense attorney for 
his own fi rm for three years, and 
was an associate in the law fi rm 
of Nixon, Hargrave, Devans and 
Doyle in Jupiter for parts of 1984 
and 1985.

Judge Schack is also credited 
for his work in the creation of the 
Character Counts organizations in 
Martin and Indian River Counties. 
He chaired the meetings that led 
to the formation of the program 
in local schools in those counties 
and also in St. Lucie and Okeecho-
bee Counties.

In addition to his assignment 
in Okeechobee, Judge Schack 
will also work in St. Lucie County 
about six days per month.

He said he will enjoy work-
ing in different areas of the law 
in Okeechobee, “I like all areas 
of the law. I enjoy it. It’s good to 

New judge assigned to civil division

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Judge Larry Schack in his chambers.
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Valvoline rebate of $5, $10 or $25.

Ask for details
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Road closure
N.W. 399th Street will be closed to 

all traffi c from 8:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. on 

Wednesday, Jan. 20. This road closure will 

impact N.W. 399th Street, N.W. 23rd Way 

and N.W. 19th Ave in the Pinelands. The 

closure is necessary so that a pipe can be 

replaced under N.W. 399th Street west of 

N.W. 23rd Way. Please plan accordingly. 

If you have any questions regarding this 

work, please call 863-763-3514.

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Special Magistrate Lois Nichols will enter-
tain a request for waiver of a fi ne and could 
impose a fi ne in two other cases.

Investoo, LLC acquired a Treasure Island 
lot through purchase of a tax deed. The 
property had accrued a code violation fi ne 
of $25,400 because of a condemned struc-
ture, overgrowth, debris and an unlicensed 
vehicle. They are requesting that the fi ne be 
reduced to zero because they did not know 
of the fi ne when they purchased the tax 
deed.

Turning to imposition of fi nes, N & A Real 
Estate XI LLC could be fi ned up to $250 a 
day if they have not brought their NW 22 Av-
enue property into compliance by removing 
nuisance weeds and overgrowth.

Vernon Dean Barefoot could be fi ned if 
fi nal inspection for a barn on his SE 28th 
Street property has not been completed. 

In other cases, Phillip McCallister was 
cited because of a condemned building, 
extreme overgrowth and accumulated trash 
on his 37th Way property. 

Vidal and Tiela Torres, Penny Chaisson 
and Kelli Chapman were cited for construc-
tion without a permit.

According to Code Enforcement Offi cer 
Beth Albert Laura Holt has a condemned 
mobile home on her SW 128th Ave. lot. 

Robeldan Acosta will have to answer 
charges of extreme overgrowth on his NW 
98th St. property.

Ms. Albert stated that Big Lake Properties 
needs to repair their billboard on U.S. 70 E.

Gloria Jena Vonderau was cited for a con-
demned building, extreme overgrowth and 
unlicensed vehicles on her NE 103rd Avenue 
lot.

In October the special magistrate decreed 
that Earl G. and Kristal Hoover should have 
submitted a permit application and plans for 
a barn and residence by the Jan. 14.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Code magistrate will hear request
If you go ...

What: Okeechobee County Special 
Magistrate Hearings

When: 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19
Where: Okeechobee County Health De-

partment Auditorium, 1798 NW Ninth Ave.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OUA/Roy Reno

Five years’ service
Carl Leonard of the Okeechobee 
Utility Authority Board of Directors, 
right, presents Rafael Corona, left, 
with a certifi cate for fi ve years’ ser-
vice to the utility. The presentation 
took place at the Tuesday, Jan. 12 
board meeting.



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The much discussed sign regulations will 
once again be a topic of discussion at Tues-
day night’s city council meeting. 

The council is also scheduled to adopt a 
resolution regarding the fi nancing of 14 Ford 
Crown Victorias and fi ve Dodge Chargers for 
the police department. In addition, they will 
award a contract for median curbs and con-
sider an easement agreement between the 
city and NASSA Management Group. 

The council will be acting on a recom-
mendation from the code enforcement 
board that 
f o r e c l o -
sure pro-
ceedings 
be started 
against Ar-
thur Davis 
because the code violation fi ne against his 
NW Sixth Street property has been accruing 
for over 90 days. 

Since the last council meeting the date 

has been changed for YMCA Family Fun Day. 

They will entertain a revised request for the 

temporary closing of SW Third and Fourth 

streets in Flagler Park with the date changed 

from March 20 to March 27. The council will 

also be asked to approve the 2010 City Griev-

ance Committee. 

The mayor is scheduled to present a cer-

tifi cate of appreciation to Jerry O’Bannon for 

his years of service to the pension board.

City council to discuss sign regulations again
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The following people are among Okeecho-
bee’s Most Wanted persons. There are active 
warrants for each of them. The criteria for 
making Okeechobee’s Most Wanted top fi ve 
is based on the severity of the crime in con-
junction with the age of the warrant.

If you have any information on the where-
abouts of any of Okeechobee’s Most Wanted 
you can call the Treasure Coast Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-273-TIPS (8477). If you call Trea-
sure Coast Crimes Stoppers, you have the op-
tion of remaining anonymous. You can also 
receive a reward if the information results in 
an arrest.

Marcel Bates, DOB 10/13/1976, Failure of 
Sexual Offender To Report To DHSMV, Bond 
$10,000.

B i l l 
C l e m -
ons, I/M, 
DOB 8-15-
1987, 5’6”, 
155 lbs.

B u r -
glary Con-
veyance Bond $5,000.00

Third Degree Grand Theft Bond $5,000.

Most Wanted

Marcel BatesBill Clemons

The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Summer Lynn Elliott, 14, S.W. 10th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Jan. 14 by 
Deputy Joseph Hall on a juvenile take and 
hold warrant based on a felony charge of 
grand theft - auto. After being booked into 
the Okeechobee County Jail she was taken 
to the Department of Juvenile Justice Deten-
tion Center in Fort Pierce.

• Tiffany Gail Melton, 37, S.E. 30th 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested Jan. 14 by 
Deputy Corporal Timothy A. Higgins on 
an Okeechobee County warrant charging 
her with the felony of worthless check. Her 
bond was set at $1,000.

• Daphney Padgett, 32, N.E. 356th Court, 
Okeechobee, was arrested Jan. 14 by Dep-
uty Lieutenant Keith Murrish on a warrant 
charging her with violation of probation - 
driving while license suspended - habitual 
offender. She is being held without bond.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or 
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report

If you go ...
What: Okeechobee City Council

When: 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19

Where: Okeechobee City Hall



Speeding
• Getting somewhere—anywhere—on 

time is not worth your life. Slow down. Pay 
attention to the traffi c. Don’t take chances 
with your life and the lives of others you 
share the road with.

• PLEASE watch your speed in the city 
limits. Our offi cers are very proactive. If you 
speed, there’s a great chance that you will 
get caught. Our men and women work very 
hard at enforcing the laws. Please be care-
ful. If the sign says 25, do it. 

Burglaries
• There have been some daytime and 

nighttime burglaries. Make sure you lock 
your cars, trucks, trailers, homes, sheds, 
etc. Many of these burglaries have been to 
things that were UNLOCKED. That is a huge 
invitation that they will not turn down. If 
you see people walking late at night, they 
probably are not exercising, so call the law. 
Call the City Police at 863-763-5521 or the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Department 
at 863-763-3117.

What goes around
• What goes around, comes around. If 

you spew hatred and bigotry into this world, 
that is what is going to come back to you. 
You reap what you sow. People want to 
complain about how they are being treated. 
Well, if you treat others with kindness and 
respect maybe others would treat you that 
way.

Earthquake
• Seeing the news from Haiti, I am thank-

ful that even though we have to deal with 
hurricanes, at least we get some warning 
and can make preparations. With an earth-
quake, there is no warning. How horrible 
for those people.

• With the tragedy in Haiti, so many peo-
ple want to help. But don’t get tricked by a 
scam. There are already plenty of thieves 
pretending to collect money for charities. 
They have set up web sites with the words 
Haiti or Earthquake in the name. In addi-
tion, the Haitian government itself is known 
to have been very corrupt over the years and 
money sent to help the poor could wind up 
in the offi cial’s bank accounts. If you want 
to help the poor people there, donate to 
well known international aid organizations 
such as the Red Cross. Make sure you know 
exactly where your money will be going. 
The need is so great, they need every penny 
they can get.

• I don’t see how they can ever really 
help the people in Haiti. Their country has 
more people than it can support. They have 
stripped it of vegetation just burning stuff to 
keep warm. Because there is no vegetation, 
when it rains there are fl oods and they lose 
the top soil, so they can’t grow anything. 
Maybe they need to ask countries all over 
the world to take in refugees and just aban-
don the island until nature has a chance to 
recover from the ravages of the weather and 
of the human population.

The economy
• The economy is so bad that ..
1. I got a 

pre-decl ined 
credit card in 
the mail.

2. I ordered 
a burger and 
the kid behind the counter asked, “Can you 
afford fries with that?”

3. CEO’s are now playing miniature golf.
4. If the bank returns your check marked 

“Insuffi cient Funds,” you call them and ask 
if they meant you or them.

5. Hot Wheels and Matchbox stocks are 
trading higher than GM.

6. Parents in Beverly Hills fi red their nan-
nies and learned their children’s names.

7. A truckload of Americans was caught 
sneaking into Mexico.

8. Dick Cheney took his stockbroker 
hunting.

9. Motel Six won’t leave the light on any-
more.

10. The Mafi a is laying off judges.
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Public Forum/Speak Out
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
USPS 406-160
Published 3 times a week: Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday by Independent Newspapers, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D • Okeechobee, FL 34974
Periodicals Postage Paid at Okeechobee, FL 34974
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to

Okeechobee News
Circulation Administration
PO Box 7011 • Dover, DE 19903

Staff
Advertising Director: Judy Kasten
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

The Message
By Rev. Calvin Fryar
Pastor, Brighton Baptist Church

“This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you...”(I 
John 1:5)

Noah’s message from the steps going up 
to the Ark was not “Something good is going 
to happen to you!”

Amos was not confronted by the high 
priest of Israel for proclaiming “Confession 
is possession!” Jeremiah was not put into 
the pit for preaching “I’m OK, and you’re 
OK!” Daniel was not put into the lion’s den 
for telling people, “Possibility thinking will 
move mountains!”

John the Baptist was not forced to preach 
in the wilderness and eventually beheaded 
because he preached “Smile, God loves 
you!” The two prophets of the tribulation 
will not be killed for preaching “God is in his 
heaven and all is right and the world!”

Instead, what was the message of all 
these men of God? Simple, it was one word, 
“Repent!”

First, they heard the Lord’s message—
they heard it from the Lord Himself.

No personality in history stands above 
Jesus Christ. Agnostics and atheists have 
found fault with Christian ideas, but they 
can never fi nd fault with the Person of Jesus 
Christ. They have transcendent methods, 
ideas, and followers. But Christ stands at the 
turning point of time. Men everywhere must 
bow to His superiority. Since Christianity 
is Christ, those who wish to be a Christian 
must accept and follow Him as a Person. He 
and He alone has the message which is able 
to meet every need of the human race. - “En-
cyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations”

His message is a simple one. Jesus said 
to all who are willing to believe, “I am the 
Door (John 10:9); and in another place He 
said, “I am the Way, the truth, and the Life...” 
(John 14:6)

But the passage which thrills my soul is 
the one which Jesus gave to Martha. He said 
“I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: And whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die. Believest thou 
this?” (John 11: 25,26)

Second, His disciples saw the message - 
they saw His empty tomb. Like the empty 
cocoon discarded by a butterfl y which has 
just risen to the sky and fl own away, Jesus 
walked out of His tomb. 

In ancient history, there is a story of a 
valiant captain whose banner was almost 
always fi rst in the fi ght; whose sword was 
dreaded by his enemies. The king asked to 
see the sword, took it, quietly estimated it, 
and sent it back with this message: “I see 
nothing wonderful in the sword. I cannot 
see why any man should be afraid of it.”

The captain sent back the reply: “Your 
majesty has been pleased to examine the 
sword; but I did not send the arm that wield-
ed it. If you had examined that, and the heart 
that guided the arm, you have understood 
the mystery.” - William Foster - “Encyclope-
dia of 15,000 Illustrations”

Many do not see the wonder of the Sword 
of God (the Word). The problem is that they 
fail to see the One who wields the sword. But 
when they meet Jesus, the One whose hand 
wielded the Sword, they will feel the burn. 
The only reason men do not understand the 
Word is they have not met the Master. Until 
they do, they cannot understand His Word.

Refl ections from the pulpit

In an effort to help the victims of the recent earthquakes in Haiti, a relief fund has 

been set up at Riverside National Bank. If you would like to make a monetary donation, 

please visit any Riverside National Bank location. Make checks payable to the Treasure 

Coast Haiti Relief Fund. All funds will be turned over to the American Red Cross Interna-

tional Fund designated for Haiti relief.

Riverside Banks accepting Haiti relief donations



SUNDAY
A.A. meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the 

Church of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St. It will 
be an open step meeting.

A.A. open 12 step meeting from 7:30 until 
8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Savior, 200 N.W. 
Third St.

MONDAY
A.A. Grapevine open meetings will be held 

at 6:30 p.m. every Monday at Okeechobee 
Presbyterian Church, 312 N. Parrot Ave.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This will be an open meeting.

Okeechobee Senior Singers will meet at 9 
a.m. at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 
312 North Parrott Ave. Everyone who enjoys 
singing is invited to join the group. For informa-
tion or to schedule an appearance, contact Patsy 
Black at 863-467-7068.

The Okeechobee Historical Society meets 
at noon at 1850 U.S. 98 N. Join us with a cov-
ered dish for lunch, followed by a business meet-
ing. The dues are $10 per person, per year, and 
are due in September. For information, call Betty 
Williamson at 863-763-3850.

Artful Appliquers is a recently formed 
chapter in Okeechobee. This chapter meets at 
the Turtle Cove Clubhouse, 10 Linda Road, in 
Buckhead Ridge on Mondays from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. All are welcome. For information call 863-

763-6952.
A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 

at the First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This will be an open meeting.

TUESDAY
Civil Air Patrol set to meet The Civil Air Patrol 

meets each Tuesday evening at the Okeechobee 
Airport T-Hanger #1, meetings start at 7:30 p.m. 
For information please call Capt. Joe Papasso 
561-252-0916 or Lt. Greg Gernat 863-697-
9915 Rotary Club of Okeechobee meets each 
Tuesday at noon at Golden Corral Restaurant, 
700 S. Parrott Ave. The meetings are open to 
the public. For information, contact Maureen 
Budjinski at 863-484-0110.

Widows and Widowers support group 
meets at Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast at 
the Clock Restaurant, 1111 S. Parrott Ave., for 
breakfast. For information, Darlene Phanco, 863-
467-5351, leave message.

Community Gospel Sing will be held ev-

ery Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Seventh Day Christian 
Church, next door to Douglas Chiropractic 
and Fitness Center. The pubic is invited to 
participate. 

New Beginnings Narcotics Anonymous 
has moved to 103 S.W. Second Ave. at 7 p.m. 
For information, call Monika at 801-3244 or Rocy 
at 610-0975.

Al-Ateen - meeting will be held at the Church 
of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St., at 8 p.m. For 
more information, please call Amy at 863-763-
8531 or Dan 561-662-2799. 

Al-Anon meeting will be held at the Church of 
Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St., at 8 p.m.

A.A. Closed discussion meeting from 8 un-
til 9 p.m. at the Church of Our Savior, 200 N.W. 
Third St.

The Lighthouse Refuge Support Group is 
for women who are hurting, homeless or been 
abused. They meet on the fi rst and third Tuesday 
of every month at First Baptist Church, 401 S.W. 
Fourth St., and on the second and fourth Tuesday 
of every month from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the 
Red Cross, 323 N. Parrott Ave. For more infor-
mation call Donna Dean at 863-801-9201 or 863-
357-4447.

Family History Center meets from 1 until 5 
p.m. at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, 310 S.W. Sixth St. Anyone interested in 
fi nding who your ancestors are is welcome to 
attend. For more information, call The Family 
History Center at 863-763-6510 or Richard Smith 
at 863-261-5706 for special appointments.

The Gathering Church Overcomers Group 
meets at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, 1735 
S.W. 24th Ave. This is a men’s only meeting. For 
information, call Earl at 863-763-0139.

The Okeechobee Lions Club meets at 7 p.m. 
at the Golden Corral Restaurant, 700 S. Parrott 
Ave. Anyone interested in becoming a member is 
welcome. For information, contact Elder Sumner 
at 863-763-6076.

Bible study at the Living Word of Faith 
Church, 1902 S. Parrott Ave., at 7 p.m. Informal 
and informative discussions bring many Bible 
truths to life. Everyone is invited.

Grief and Loss Support Group meets ev-
ery Tuesday at 10 a.m. at the Hospice building 
located at 411 S.E. Fourth St. in Okeechobee. 
Everyone is welcome. For information, contact 
Brenda Nicholson at 863-467-2321.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a week-
ly meeting. Overeaters Anonymous (OA) meets 

at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. 
Parrott Avenue on Tuesdays, 6 until 7 p.m. (Use 
4th Street entrance.) Overeaters Annonymous is 
not a diet club. The only requirement for mem-
bership is a desire to stop eating compulsive-
ly. For more information call Loretta at 863-763-
7165 or 863-697-0206.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This will be an open meeting.

The First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 

Second St., will be hosting God’s Time -- a 
morning of free organized Christian activities that 
includes play, instruction and interaction for par-
ents and their pre-school children. The event will 
be held each Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. until noon. 
Child care will be provided for infants during the 
class. For information, call 863-763-4021.

Haven of Rest Church, 2947 S.W. Third Terr., 
holds meetings for persons with alcohol and 
drug related problems at 6 p.m. For information 
call 863-357-3053.

Calendar

A C C I D E N T L A W O F F I C E S O F

114 N. Parrott Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34972

4467-7100

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

• Tractor Trailer Crashes 

• Auto Crashes 

• Motorcycle Crashes

• Wrongful Death

FREE Consultation 
Se Habla Español

Phones answered 
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!

www.crashinjuries.com

5Okeechobee NewsJanuary 17, 2010

Special to the Okeechobee News/OCA

Positively outstanding
Okeechobee Christian Academy is proud to announce our “Positive Behav-
ior Award.” Winners for the month of December. The following students in-
cluding, Kayla Caves, Jerry McKee, Megan Beard, Mackenzie Brown, Pay-
ton Brown, Josie Lopez, Jermari Wright, Nicholas Rodriguez, Ly Pham and 
Brandon Entry enjoyed a special time with Mrs. Sarah Reno (parent volun-
teer), making an sharing s’mores. Congratulations students!

Today: Showers likely and possibly a 
thunderstorm before noon, then a chance of 
showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 74. 
Windy, with a southwest wind between 15 
and 20 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 
50. West wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 

75. Northwest wind between 5 and 10 mph. 
Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low 

around 50. North northwest wind around 5 
mph becoming calm. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
75. Northwest wind around 5 mph. 

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 50. North northwest wind around 5 
mph.

Local Forecast

The Florida Lottery: Numbers selected 
Thursday in the Florida Lottery are: Cash 3: 
0-0-2; Play 4: 1-1-7-7; Fantasy 5: 2-5-15-23-
25. Numbers selected Friday are: Cash 3: 
8-5-7; Play 4: 0-1-0-1.

Lottery Numbers

Special to the Okeechobee News/Raulerson Hospital

Check presentation
Raulerson Hospital presented a check to the Battle of Okeechobee Re-en-
actment Board in support of this great historical event. Presenting the check 
is Marnie Lauter, Public Relations and Marketing Coordinator for Raulerson 
Hospital to Gary Ritter, vice president and Downing Watford, treasurer of the 
Okeechobee Battlefi eld friends.



Poker run benefi t planned
A poker run and pulled pork dinner ben-

efi t are planned to help Skip Hines, who was 
injured in a motorcycle accident. The event 
is set for Jan. 23. The Poker Run will start 
at Barracuda’s on U.S. Highway 441 North. 
with the fi rst bike out 10:30 a.m. last bike out 
11:30 a.m. The route runs to VFW #9528 in 
Buckhead  Ridge on State Road 78 W., then 
to Good Spirits on U.S. Highway 441 S. then 
to VFW #10539 on U.S. Highway 441 S.E., 
then to Big Mike’s Sports Bar ‘n Grill by  2:30 
p.m. Dinner will start serving at noon for 
$7 a plate. The menu includes pulled pork, 
baked beans, coleslaw and wings. There 
will be live music by Cripple  Creek and 
Charlie Karoke, drawings, an auction, a free 
bike wash and more. For more information, 
contact Bonnie Neal at 863-824-0703.

Annual Health and Safety 
Expo planned

The fi nal planning session for the Third 
Annual Okeechobee Family Health and Safe-
ty Expo will be held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, 
Jan. 21. Registration forms are coming in—
the numbers look like they will be around 
the 100 mark again this year! Be a vendor, 
donor or entertainer but be sure to join us 
Saturday, Jan. 30, from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. at 
the Okeechobee Agri Civic Center.

Friends of the Okeechobee 
Library Book Club

Friends of the Okeechobee Library Book 
Club will meet on Thursday, Jan. 21, at 6 
p.m. at the library. The book for discussion 
is “Three Cups of Tea” by Greg Mortenson. 
This event is free and open to the public.

Hospice hosting 
Special Yard Sale 

Hospice of Okeechobee (411 SE Fourth 
Street) will hold a Gigantic Yard Sale on 
Thursday, Jan. 21, and Friday, Jan. 22, from 
8 a.m. until noon. Many furniture items and 
lots of clothing! We have NEW ITEMS galore 
offered at extremely reasonable prices. Or 
shop at our “Flea Market” (outside under 
the Carport) where every item is dirt cheap 
(prices start at only 10 cents per item). Funds 
raised will benefi t patient care, including ser-
vices at The Hamrick Home. For information 
call 863-467-2321.

2010 State of the Region
On Jan. 22, the Okeechobee Eco-

nomic Development Council, a division of 
Okeechobee Main Street, in cooperation 
with Florida’s Research Coast will be host-
ing the “2010 State of the Region” event from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Florida Atlantic 
University Campus in Port St. Lucie. The pro-
gram will feature speakers from Enterprise 
Florida, Quantum Innovation, Scripps Flor-
ida and Workforce Florida. Please RSVP by 
contacting Michael Corbit at 772-335-3030 x 
438 or MCorbit@TCJobs.org. You can also 
contact Brian Cartland of the Okeechobee 
Economic Development Council at 467-6246 
or Brian@theOKedc.com.

OHS Drama Club to host 
Variety Show fundraiser

For The Love of Broadway - A Variety 
Show will be held as a fundraiser for the OHS 
Drama Club Sound System. The event will 
take place on Saturday, Jan. 23, at 7 p.m. 
at the OHS Auditorium and will star Pam 
Gaucin, Judson Harris, Jillian Jaynes, Lonnie 
Kirsch, Doug McCoy, Patricia McCoy, Karen 
VanBeek, and more and will feature musical 
favorites from South Pacifi c, Chicago, RENT, 
The King and I, Little Shop of Horrors, Les 
Miserable and many, many more! Tickets 
are $20 each and all proceeds will benefi t 
new sound equipment for the drama club. 
Refreshments will be served at intermission. 
For tickets please contact Debbie Raulerson 
at OHS, 863-462-5025 ext. 8011 or Pat Mc-
Coy at North Elementary 863-462-5100.

Library program
As part of the Composers and Lyricists of 

Broadway and Hollywood series Ian Nairn-

sey will give a talk on Dorothy Fields at noon 

on Saturday, Jan. 23 at the Okeechobee 

County Public Library, 206 SW 16th St. The 

presentation will be illustrated by slides and 

musical selections.

OCRA to hold 
registration for youth

OCRA will hold registration for T-ball, 

baseball and softball at the sports com-

plex each Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

through Jan. 30. Fees for the spring season 

will be $75 for baseball and softball and $60 

for T-ball. All youth ages 5-14 are encour-

aged to play! For questions, please call 863-

634-1437.

Community Events

It’s 
More 
Fun 

Here!

The New

BBlue Heron 
Golf Club 

1925 SE 9th Ave. Okeechobee 

863-467-1651

Replay $10

Weekdays $20
Weekends $25

Before 8 am
After  2 pm 

$5 OFF

Sign Up NOW for 
Fishing/Golf Tournament
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

On Sunday, Jan. 10 Rev. Mark Witt 
marked his fi rst year of service to Abun-
dant Blessings Assembly of God. However, 
until last November it was a part-time job. 
Under the leadership of Pastor Mark, as he 
prefers to be called, the church went from 
under 30 members to 100 and he was able 
to give up his weekday job of truck driv-
ing.

“God’s really been blessing,” he said.  
When passing through Okeechobee 

one time Pastor Mark had to sit through 
four light cycles at the intersection of U.S. 
441 and S.R. 70. After that experience he 
said he never wanted to come to Okeecho-
bee again.

However, he added, “Never say never to 
God.” Now his attitude toward Okeecho-
bee is markedly different.

“I love the people here, it’s been a joy-
ous one year.”

Pastor Mark has been in the ministry 
for 19 years, both in Florida and in his na-
tive Michigan. Of that time, about 14 years 
were spent as a children’s and youth pas-
tor. He also did missionary work with the 
homeless in Key West.

Pastor Mark is still heavily involved in 
youth work.

“You get the kids, you get the parents,” 
he said. He recently built a “time machine” 
so the children in his church could receive 
visits from Bible characters. Future plans 
for the church include using the 17 acres 
the church owns for baseball and soccer 
fi elds, a volleyball court and a youth center. 
The church recently remodelled the nurs-
ery to make it more secure.

Pastor Mark is also still working with the 
homeless through his support of Big Lake 
Missions Outreach, which is run by Bruce 
and Mary Ann Swinford, two of his church 
members.

His goal is “to win many souls for the 
Kingdom of God.”

“A mission minded church is a blessed 
church,” Pastor Mark said. Abundant Bless-
ing supports 10 missionaries.

Pastor Mark also serves the community 
through the Okeechobee Ministerial Asso-
ciation.

He is a graduate of a Bible college and 
plans to continue his education at South-
eastern College in Lakeland because he 
believes you can never have enough edu-
cation. 

Pastor Mark and his wife, Kathy, have 
two grown daughters, Jennifer and Re-
bekiah and a younger daughter, Meghan, 
who still lives with her parents. 

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda 

can be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Abundant Blessings 
calls full-time pastor

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
In November Rev. Mark Witt became 
the full time pastor at Abundant 
Blessings Assembly of God. For sev-
eral months prior to that he served 
the church on a part-time basis.

Special to the Okeechobee News/OUA/Roy 
Reno

Serving OUA for 
15 years
Carl Leonard, right, of the Okeecho-
bee Utility Authority Board of Direc-
tors presents Kevin Rogers, left, 
with a certifi cate for 15 years’ ser-
vice to the utility. The presentation 
took place at the Tuesday, Jan. 12 
board meeting.



205 NE 2nd Street (Behind CVS) Okeechobee

Tom ConwayLavon BassPaul Mitchell
Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home & Crematory.

Over 35 years service to the community.
We will honor prearranged and prepaid funeral

arrangements made at other funeral homes.

An open letter from Tom Conway.

For over 35 years, Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home has served families of the Okeechobee 

community during their time of need. In light of recent events, we wish to express our 

continued commitment in providing caring, compassionate and professional care to those 

whom need our services. For those of you unfamiliar with who “we” are, please take a 

moment and read on.

In 1976, Gail and Lavon Bass purchased the funeral home from owner Cliff Suddreth. 

During their time of ownership, both Gail and Lavon with their children dedicated 

themselves to the care and needs of families they served as well as the Okeechobee 

community. In 1999, after the death of their son Van, Gail and Lavon were devastated 

and heartbroken. As a result of their own grief they made the very difficult decision 

to sell the funeral home and move on with their lives. Many of you reading this letter 

know their pain and how difficult losing a loved one is, especially a child. With the 

sale of the funeral home, Gail and Lavon retired back to the life they once knew. 

However, their hearts were still in serving the needs of the Okeechobee community.

That is the very reason why, back in 2003 when Paul Mitchell and I purchased the 

funeral home, Lavon was first in line to assist us by doing what he truly loved—

helping families. Together, we all focused our attention on rebuilding the name 

and reputation of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home. We believe that over the past six 

years of responsible ownership we have demonstrated our commitment to our profession and that of 

the community of Okeechobee. If you don’t know us and want to know more about our commitment, ask someone 

who has called upon us to serve during their time of need. It is our firm belief and our promise to the families we serve that we will 

provide caring, compassionate, and honest service to families regardless of race, religion, and financial standing.

It is often said that the funeral director’s job and the funeral business is a ministry and it truly is. Most funeral directors have chosen 

to enter their profession with the heartfelt intention of helping people at the most difficult time of their lives. We in the profession 

know providing good, honest and caring help at the most vulnerable and emotional time is a privilege and not an opportunity to 

be capitalized on. As a youngster I recall my late father counseling me saying, “The funeral profession will not make you a rich 

person monetarily, but it will make you rich in other ways.” He added, “As long as you care for people the way you would want to be 

cared for, you will never go hungry.” I have always remembered and lived by my father’s advice, I now find myself offering the same 

counsel to my sons as they begin their careers as fifth generation funeral directors. As my sons continue to build upon their young 

careers, and I anticipate that some of my other children as they become of age may follow, I am led to express my thoughts on a 

commonly used claim made by funeral homes. “We are Family Owned” is often used to portray competition as something less than 

perhaps they are. It is no mystery that corporate America has infiltrated funeral service and owns about 5,000 of the 22,000 funeral 

homes across the country, but most are still family owned and family operated. Okeechobee has been fortunate to have always 

had family-owned funeral homes providing caring and compassionate care. And even though circumstances beyond control have 

prevailed, the Okeechobee community can fully rely that my family’s funeral home will continue to be here to serve your needs with 

compassion, integrity, and honesty many have relied on.

I write this open letter to the good people of Okeechobee on behalf and with full support of my family, my business partner Paul 

and his wife Deanna Mitchell, former owners Gail and Lavon Bass, our funeral assistant Karen Varnadoe and other devoted staff.

Tom Conway
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877-221-1599 • 772-221-1510
4443 SW Martin Hwy., Palm City, FL 34990

Monday- Friday 8-6

www.extreme-performance.biz        
http://www.myspace.com/extremeperformance07  

Served with 2 sides, soup or salad & Pudding or ice cream      

Breakfast Specials 

Lunch Specials 

Monday – Friday • $5.99 Buy your beverage for 99 cents

Turkey Reuben Sandwich with fries  • Patty Melt with fries 
½ Soup & Sandwich with fries • Grilled Chicken Breast Sandwich
with fries  • Clock Super Salad

Specials Served 7 Days  6 AM – 11 PM
2 Dinners – Your Choice  $18.59

Monday – Friday
$5.991.   Country Fried Steak, 2 Eggs, Potato & Toast     

2.   Waffle Combo, 2 Eggs, 2 Links & 2 Bacon            $5.89
3.   French Toast Combo, 2 Eggs, 2 Links & 2 Bacon $4.89
4.   Touchdown 2  Eggs, 2 Bacon, 2 Links & 2 Pancakes $4.89
5.   Sausage, Gravy and Biscuit                                 $4.89
6.   Breakfast Croissant with Potato                            $4.89

1. N.Y. Strip Steak    
2 Grilled Tilapia or Salmon
3. Chicken Tenders     

4.  Grilled Pork Chops       
5.  Shrimp Scampi Over Pasta      
6.  Roast Turkey Breast 

1111 S. Parrott Ave, Okeechobee863-467-2224
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Special to the Okeechobee News/SES

Students of the Week
Congratulations to the Students of the Week at South Elementary School for 
the week of January 8. They are: Bryan Leonard, Kayla Vasquez, Raymond 
Sandoval, Ethan Adamo, Jacob Hardy, Alex Miller, Haley Garcia, Shelby 
Hannah, Viana Camasura, Stormy Requena, Ashley Travieso, Sarah Heaton, 
Faith Pritchett, Jacob Myers, Josue Gonzalez, Logan Etherton, Laramee 
Martin, Justice Taylor, Damion Garcia, and Dakata Ray.



Over $100,000  
in Cash & Free Play

Sundays  
Win your share of $20,000 in Cash & Free Play

Mondays
Jan. 4, 11 & 25 – Earn Triple Points for Your Play

Wednesdays
$20,000 in Cash Drawings

Saturdays
$50,000 in Progressive Cash Drawings

Highway 721 west of Lake Okeechobee on the 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation

17735 Reservation Road
Okeechobee, FL 34974

1.866.2.CASINO 
www.seminolebrightoncasino.com

Details at Seminole Player’s Club. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion at any time. 
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

 

Bus Transportation & Group Packages Available
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Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

Students of the Week
Central Elementary students of the week for Jan. 11-15, include: Autumn 
Hortman, Logan Rhoden, Julitza Urgina, Marrion Librano, Cody Man-
gold; fi rst graders - Giselle Betancourt, Austin Garcia, Jonathon Jimenez, 
Bailey Harden, Lauren Sills, Adon Landaverde; second grade students 
- Matthew Mangold, Jillian Kennedy, Molly Spearow; third grade - Me-
gan Linchen, Lexi Bussey, Rocky Resendiz; fourth grade - Taylor Jordan, 
Derek Boscico, Juan Orozco, Zack Lara.



Florida’s agriculture industry continues to 
evaluate the impact of a two-week freeze on 
fruit and vegetables. Commissioner of Ag-
riculture Charles Bronson estimates about 
one-third of the crop worth hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars has been lost.

The Florida Farm Bureau Federation is 
advising farmers who have sustained crop 
damage to document damage by taking 

photographs, contact the USDA Farm Ser-
vice Agency in their counties, and prepare to 
fi le a claim, if they have crop insurance. 

“We know many growers experienced 
severe losses due to the freeze,” said FFBF 
President John L. Hoblick. “We pledge to do 
everything we can to help these producers 
recover. The continued vitality of both our 
industry and Florida’s economy is at stake.”

Hoblick praised U.S. Rep. Adam Putnam 
for gathering strong bi-partisan support from 

Florida’s congressional delegation when 
he called for speedy federal reaction to the 
severe cold weather. A letter signed by Put-
nam, 11 other members of the House and 
both Florida senators asked for a thorough 
and expedited review of the damage assess-
ment and emergency disaster declaration 
request when it is received.

In order for farmers to receive federal di-
saster assistance, the Florida Commissioner 
of Agriculture and Gov. Charlie Crist must 

declare a disaster and request the Secretary 
of the United States Department of Agricul-
ture to take action. The new farm bill sets up 
a disaster program aimed at making a pool 
of dollars available for disaster assistance. 
Previously, disaster declarations required 
congressional action.

The Florida Farm Bureau Federation is the 
state’s largest general-interest agricultural as-
sociation with about 140,000 member-fami-
lies statewide. Headquartered in Gainesville, 
the Federation is an independent, nonprofi t 
agricultural organization. More information 
about Florida Farm Bureau is available on 
the organization’s Web site, http://Florida-
FarmBureau.org.

Okeechobee Cancer Center
Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Dr. Krimsley 
graduated from
Yale University

and trained at New
York University
Medical Center.

Alan S. Krimsley, M.D.
Dr. Woody graduated
from the University of
Florida and trained at
University Hospital in

Seattle and at the
Medical University of

South Carolina in
Charleston.

Ronald H. Woody, M.D.

CyberKnife™ Robotic Radiation Surgery
Now Available!

Lawnwood 

Cancer Center

1231 N. Lawnwood Circle

Ft. Pierce, FL

(772) 464-8121

Mid-Florida 

Cancer Center

604 W. Midway Road

White City, FL

(772) 468-3222

Okeechobee 

Cancer Center

301 NE 19th Drive

Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-0039

Pt. St. Lucie 

Cancer Center

1780 SE Hillmoor Dr.

Port St. Lucie, FL

(772) 335-2115

CARING PROFESSIONALS • STATE-OF-THE-ART TREATMENT • FIGHTING CANCER

We offer Courtesy Transportation, Mileage Reimbursement, 

FREE Second Opinions and FREE Prostate Cancer Screenings.

New Patients Welcome

Our State-of-the-Art Treatments Include:

• Ultrasound and CT Based Image Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT)
• Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)

• Mammosite Breast Cancer Therapy • High Dose Rate Brachytherapy (HDR)
• 3-D Image Guided Therapy • CT/MRI Fusion Technology

Serving Treasure Coast & Okeechobee 

1804 S. Parrott Ave.
Okeechobee

(863) 357-4622

REDUCED PRIME PROPERTY

8166 sqft building on 1.56 acres in city limits, great
location!  On city water and sewer, move-in ready!

Now ONLY
$275,000

Plus Seller
Concession

Avail.
Zoned permitted uses & special exception uses include: Multi-
family Dwellings, Public & Private Schools, House of Worship,
Public Facility Use, Boardinghouse, Group Home, Day Care
Center, Indoor Recreation, Outdoor Recreation, Public Utility,
Residential Migrant Housing Facility, Adult Family Care Homes
or Assisted Living Facilities.

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!  
GREAT INVESTMENT!

Call Sena Treadway for more info 697-3207

BUYER BROKERAGE
CO. OF OKEECHOBEE
BILL F. STEGKEMPER,BILL F. STEGKEMPER,

CRS, GRI, APPRAISERCRS, GRI, APPRAISER

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
1039 S.E. Everglades Blvd • Okeechobee

(863) 763-2334 • (863) 801-9497 CELL

AALWAYS 
SAVING 
BUYERS
MONEY!

Patricia Louise Goolsby,
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

2/1 FRAME WITH STUCCO. Great
starter or seasonal visitors home.
Shed turned Studio, fully furnished
w/electric & A/C. Workshop
w/Refrigerator. Backyard swing
stays. MLS #203409, $99,900.

2/2 DWMH Manicured fenced in
yard on a corner. Laminate floors
in three rooms. Possible roof leak
at peak. MUST SEE TO APPRE-
CIATE AND PRICED TO SELL!!!
MLS #203197, $49,900.

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

FOR THESE LISTINGS, CALL VICKI ANDERSON 863-634-4106.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

NEWER 3/2 DWMH. On a captured
lake, furnished, a large lot. Butcher
block Kitchen Island. Private sprin-
kler system with pump house on
lake. RV Parking with dumping, elec-
tric, water. MLS #203348, $89,900.

REDUCED

IMPROVED VACANT LOT - This
lot has power, septic, and water. A
nice concrete driveway. It is on a
canal that goes to Lake
Okeechobee and the Kissimmee
River. MLS #203556, $39,900.

AN EXTREMELY NICE 3/2
DWMH with open concept.
Beautiful corner lot, fenced,
Florida Room, three workshops.
Near the Kissimmee River Marina.
MLS #203369, $69,900.

2006 3/2 CBS HOME. Very spa-
cious home well built home. This is
a must see and PRICED TO
SELL! MLS #203431, $79,900.REDUCED
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Okeechobee 

Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

Florida Farm Bureau sees concern over freeze damage, losses

January 11 and 12, 2010

Cows 
Breaking $52.00 $51.00
Cutter $45.00 $54.00
Canner $34.00 $40.00

 Monday Tuesday
Calves 252 979
Cows 95 382
Str 6 14
Hfrs 1 8
Bulls 10 
Yrlngs 15 53
Total 379 1436
Med #1 Steers Hfrs
170-190 175-180 
200-250 130-175 107-117
250-300 125-145 105-117

300-350 119-125 92-105
350-400 110-125 83-93
400-450 105-116 81-90
450-500 98-110 79-84
500-550 92-105 77-84
550-600 89-96 75-81
600-650  72-80

Med #2  Steers Hfrs
150-200  90-92
200-250 95-125 75-97
250-300 114-127 75-100
300-350  100-117 81-94
350-400  102-110 77-87
400-450  84-103 70-81

Small #1 Steers Hfrs
250-300  75-100
300-350 115-118

Temps have been cold, but 

cattle prices are HOT! Cows 

and bulls were $2 higher. 

Good quality calves were 

up to $5 higher! Demand is 

good and should be for a 

while. Top cow price goes 

to Glen Murphy $57.00 

bought by Dairymens and 

Top Calf price goes to Mark 

A. Pearce $1.80 bought by D 

& S. Walden Farms Charo-

lais Bull sale Friday, Jan. 22 

at 1 p.m. See ya next week,

Todd

Pritchards & Associates, 1802 S. Par-
rott Ave. is a collection point for relief 
supplies to be sent to Haiti. 

During business hours the following 
items can be dropped off: granola bars, 
trail mix, cereal, peanut butter, light blan-
kets, towels, washcloths, personal hy-
giene products, small fi rst aid kits, and 
topical antibiotics. 

Please no clothes, shoes or canned 
goods at this time. 

Monetary donations can be left also. 
Make checks out to “Abundant Blessings 
Assembly of God for Haitian Relief.”

Supplies
collected for 
Haitian relief

Okeechobee Livestock Market Report



Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.www.tcdermatology.com

FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY THE  
AMERICAN BOARD OF DERMATOLOGY

Okeechobee  
863-467-9555
Vero Beach

772-778-7782

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

“GREAT PRICE”

“A LITTLE SLICE OF COUNTRY”
Sipping Lemonade from
the front porch is just one
of the enjoyments you’ll
find in this 3BA/1BAhome.
Remodeled and waiting
on a new family to come
and enjoy. #201909
$98,500 Call Barbara
McClellan 863-634-7547

“SW SECTION”

“GREAT BUSINESS LOCATION”
This 2BA/2BA SWMH
with additions on four
lots has beautiful
cedar trees that line
one side of property
and some fruit trees..
#203345 $50,000 Call
Wendy Bostwick
863-697-6716

CBS commercial build-
ing on almost one acre.
This location is suitable
for a variety of business-
es. Has 1500+ usable
sq. footage with large
parking area.
MLS#203620 $195,000
Call Kathy Godwin
863-634-7728

“PRICED RIGHT”

"OVERLOOKING RIM CANAL"

2BR/2BA DWMH on
fenced, manicured acre+,
detached garage/work-
shop, new kitchen flooring
and like new furniture and
window treatments.
#203068 $79,900
Call Kathy Godwin
863-634-7547

2000 3bd/2ba DWMH on
5+ acres fenced/crossed
fenced. New cabinets,
new wood flooring, open
living rm/dining rm, garden
tub. Perfect for commuters
MLS#203608 $110,000
Call Jayla Townes
863-634-0995

Lorida Shores, beauty,
warmth and value in this
lovely 2 story home.
Gracious staircase to
upper level 5BD/3BA,
screened room, large
open deck, patio on 2nd
level. MLS#94541
$275,000 Call Sheryl
Byrd  863-634-3572  

We are registered to sell “Hud Owned Homes”
Call one of our Agents for info.

Reduced

Reduced

Reduced

New Listing

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

1006-H: Oak Tree
Place 2-Story town-
house in town. 2
Bedrooms 1.5 Bath,
porch w/new panel roof
and wooden fenced
also incl stackable
washer & dryer unit.
$77,000 MLS# 203227 

5005-H: King’s Bay 3
Bedroom 2 Bath home
with rear screen in
porch, attached
garage, Breakfast Bar,
and more. $135,000
MLS #203579

2000-M: Taylor Creek
3/2 home split bed-
room plan, Island
Kitchen, extra shed,
detached carport
w/workshop, fenced
back yard, appliances,
etc. MLS #203096

2003-M: Taylor Creek
Mobile home split bed-
room plan, furnished,
enclosed & screened
porch with workshop,
fenced lot. $59,000
MLS #202195

5033-M: Spot in the
Sun 3bdr/2bath DW
MH on 1 Acre. Chain
link fence, storm shut-
ters. Could be sold fur-
nished. 12 x 16 shed.
MLS #203445

5027-M: Spot in the
Sun 3/2 MH, front &
back porch, fenced
large Lot. Nice and
quiet located at the
end of the street.
$75,000 or better
offer. MLS #92463

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

MMOOTTIIVVAATTEEDD  SSEELLLLEERR

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.netYou get a health 
checkup every year--
how about a health
insurance checkup?

Berger Insurance Services, Inc.
800 South Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

Free review and no obligation quote.
We write with CIGNA, 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
Aetna, and United Healthcare.

THEATRE II:  “IT’S COMPLICATED” 
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. @

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. @ 3:00 &
7:00, Tues. & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00

THEATRE I:  “BOOK OF ELI”
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. @
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15, Mon. @ 3:00 &
7:00, Tues. & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:15 

Jan. 15Jan. 15 th th -- Jan. 21Jan. 21 stst

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

R

R

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

THEATRE III:  “ALVIN &THE CHIPMUNKS”
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed. @

2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. @ 3:00 &
7:00, Tues. & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00 PG
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Osceola Middle School suffered losses in 
both girls and boys hoops at home Wednes-
day against the Gifford Dolphins as the girls 
fell 38-22 and the boys fell 62-33.

The girls got off to a rough start and fell 
behind 17-0 in the fi rst half before they could 
score. The slow start doomed the team even 
though they outscored the Lady Dolphins af-
ter the fi rst quarter.

Coach Brian Turner said he felt the girls 
responded after some motivational speech-
es by the coaches. He said if the team can 
start the game as well as they played in the 
last three quarters he believes they can be in 
every game that they play.

Garionna Johnson led Osceola with 
seven points. Autumn Wofford had four 
points and Thaddricka Sanders added three 
points. J.Brown led Gifford with 15 points. K. 
Wailard added 14 points.

The boys lost some of their composure 
in the second half after a very competitive 

fi rst half. Coach Mike Wharin said two of his 

players were ejected in the second half. He 

played bench and role players for much of 

the second half.

“Talent wise we are among the top teams 

in the district but we are not mentally tough 

enough yet,” he said.

Sylvester Butler led the Warriors with 13 

points, Christian Crews had six points and 

Datron Smith added fi ve points. Nick Jones 

had 31 points for Gifford.

Coach Wharin said he still thinks his 

team can fi nish the season on a positive 

note despite three technical fouls in the Gif-

ford game, “We are creating a new culture 

on campus for both men’s and women’s 

basketball here on campus with more con-

ditioning, watching videos and studying 

tapes of our games, and improved academ-

ics. We just let the game get away Wednes-

day and we have to be in more control of 

our actions.”

Osceola swept by Gifford



Green Day
Medical
Oncology &

Hematology of Okeechobee

Se Habla Español
1231 N. Lawnwood Circle
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-5501

1006 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 357-4138

Ricardo J. Quintero-Herencia, MD

- Specializing in evidence based medicine for the 
treatment of cancer and blood disorders

- Combined Chemotherapy and Radiation 
Therapy treatment

- Medicare/Medicaid assignment accepted
- Consulting and Free Second Opinions 

Regarding Cancer
- All insurance plans accepted and filed
- Courtesy transportation provided

New Patients Welcome

Serving the Treasure Coast

Aldo Lombardo, M.D., FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

www.allureplasticsurgery.com

Good Thru 1/31/10

bb~xxv{Éuxx fÑxv|tÄá

Call us to schedule your consultation in Jupiter!

(561) 747-1232 or (888) 9-ALLURE
(Some Restrictions Apply)

Breast Augmentation $3,950 
Tummy Tuck  $6,250

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any 
other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, 
discounted fee or reduced service fee, service, examination or treatment.

www.wederm.com

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY

Call for an appointment

Thursday, Jan. 21
and 

Friday, Jan. 22
OKEECHOBEE

467-6767

FREE SKIN 
CANCER 

SCREENING
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School jumped out to a 
16-point lead in the fi rst half and never trailed 
as the Lady Brahmans defeated Westwood 62-
47 in girls basketball action Thursday night.

It was a total team effort as the Brahmans 
avenged an early season loss in Ft. Pierce to 
the Lady Panthers. Okeechobee improved to 
12-7 on the season.

“It was wild and crazy and full of excite-
ment,” Senior Miesha Henderson said, “I’m 
very clumsy. I’m the main person who stays 
on the fl oor. They call me mop girl.”

Henderson gave the team some energy 
on both ends of the fl oor and Okeechobee 
had three players in double fi gures. Monica 
Koger had 16 points. Markeisha Youmans had 
14 points and 10 rebounds. Keighly Stewart 
had 12 points. Essence Williams had eight 
assists and seven steals. Jewel Buck had 13 
rebounds.

Brahman Coach Tony Sherlock said his 
team played a great game, although they let 
the Lady Panthers stay in the game longer 
than they should have. “We had some areas 
where we got a lead and kind of let them back 
into the game because we tried to go out of 
control,” he said. “Most of the game was 
good. We rebounded, we ran fast breaks, we 
beat their press, and we played well.”

The Lady Brahmans were upset with their 
fi rst game with Westwood, an eight point 
loss. They came out with a purpose and re-
ally prevented Westwood from getting any 
momentum Thursday.

“I think the game went well. We lost the 
district game against them so we felt we had 
to do well. It’s my senior year, I’ve got to step 
up and get the rebounds,” Youmans said.

Okeechobee led almost the entire game. 
They built the big early lead but the Lady Pan-
thers rallied to within 26-19 at the half thanks 
to 28 points from Kaneshia Atwater.

Okeechobee led 43-32 after three quarters 
and led by as many as 16 in the fourth quar-
ter.

Henderson got the crowd into it with two 
late baskets. She said she has learned a lot 
about basketball this year, “Sometimes I’m 
very clumsy but lately not on the ground as 
much and I’m getting very defensive and ag-
gressive. I’m the one they call crazy Sandy. I’m 
always full of energy and keep the crowd in 
the game.”

Coach Sherlock said he was pleased that 

all of the girls contributed to the big win. “This 
entire season we’ve had a least two people 
score in double fi gures and sometimes three 
or four,” Sherlock said, “It is not a one man 
show out there. We must play as a team. We 
could be better but we are still working hard 
at it and I’m proud of them.”

Okeechobee will host Suncoast next 
Thursday in another district game.

Girls hoops defeat Westwood

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Monica Koger led Okeechobee with 16 
points against Westwood.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Miesha Henderson (right) looks to 
pass during the fi rst half of Thursday’s 
game.



Building the foundation for a healthy future for the residents of Okeechobee County

Hampton Inn Conference Room

1200 NE Park Street (next to the Post Office)

4:00pm - 5:00pm

To confirm attendance, please call 863-462-5781 • Refreshments will be provided

The Tobacco-Free Initiative of

Okeechobee Network Meeting

OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC
Looking for representatives from: Local Businesses, All Schools, Colleges, Faith-Based &
Youth Organizations, Parents & Parent Teachers Associations, Hospital, Health Care & Day Care
Providers, Law Enforcement, State, City & County Agencies

Need volunteers to work on Tobacco-Free campaign! Need your input!
Wednesday, January 20, February 24, March 31, April

28, May 26, June 23, 2010

Ask us about our great rates 
on pre-owned cars. Yeah, you 
can smile about that.

 *  Annual Percentage Rate for new model cars 2009 and 2010 and requires automatic payment debit from a 
Seacoast National Bank checking account. Individual rate may be higher based on credit score. Offer may 
be withdrawn at any time.

500 N. Parrott Avenue, 467-5330
1409 S. Parrott Avenue, 467-4663

www.seacoastnational.com

Feel good about your bank

525% 
 

APR*

Zoom on in for a great rate.

The Value Adjustment Board (VAB) meets each year to hear petitions and make decisions relating 
to property tax  assessments, exemptions, classifications, and tax deferrals. 

*Include transfer of assessment difference (portability) requests.
All values should be county taxable values. School and other taxing authority values may differ.

Summary of Year's Actions
Number of Parcels Reduction in Shift in 

Type of Property Exemptions Assessments* Both County Taxable Value Taxes

Granted Requested Reduced Requested Withdrawn 
or settled

Due to Board 
Actions

Due to Board 
Actions

Residential $ $ 

Commercial $ $ 

Industrial and 
miscellaneous $ $ 

Agricultural or 
classified use $ $ 

High water recharge $ $ 

Historic commercial 
or nonprofit $ $ 

Business machinery 
and equipment $ $ 

Vacant lots and 
acreage $ $ 

TOTALS $ $ 

1 2 2 0 0

5 5 0 0

9 9 0 0

4 22 16 871,617 14,615

0 0

0 0

9 9 0 0

10 10 0 0

0 1 4 57 51 871,617 14,615

NOTICE 

TAX IMPACT OF VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD

COUNTY OF OKEECHOBEE TAX YEAR 2009

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Honorable Noel Chandler 

Board of County Commissioners - District No. 2

Honorable Joey Hoover

Board of County Commissioners - District No. 4

Honorable Joe Arnold 

School Board - District No. 1

Citizen Member: Michael Summer

Business Owner with the school district 

Citizen Member: Bill Dover
Homestead Property Owner

If you have any questions about these actions, please contact the Chairman, Commissioner Noel
Chandler, or the Clerk of the Value Adjustment Board, Sharon Robertson, at 863-763-2131 ext. 2100.
PUBLISH: 1/15/2010, OKEECHOBEE NEWS
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School’s girls soccer 
team didn’t score any goals but they held 
their own in a 2-0 defeat Thursday at home 
against Martin County in their fi nal match of 
the year.

Kelsey Smith had a goal and an assist 
and Kaitlynn Hollowell had a goal for Mar-
tin County, (9-7-2). Okeechobee fi nished the 
season at (5-8).

Coach Julie Bohannon said her team was 
disappointed to learn that they won’t be able 
to compete in next week’s district tourna-
ment. Only the top four teams qualifi ed for 
the tournament this year and Okeechobee 
was the fi fth seed.

“We had high hopes for the tournament 
and were not happy about it. It’s a disap-
pointment for the whole team. You build up 
all year to play in the districts. I’m not under-
standing the decision and don’t know why 
or who made it,” she said.

It was a hard hitting game with the Lady 
Tigers and Okeechobee only could muster 
a few offensive opportunities. They played 
well and aggressively on defense and limited 

Martin Counties scoring opportunities.
“We held our own. I think it was our best 

game of the season. Everyone played strong. 
It got a little physical there at the end and 
unfortunately a couple of players weren’t 
called,” Bohannon added.

Okeechobee senior Janna Mullis was 
shaken up on a collision and was treated by 
Okeechobee County EMS and taken to Raul-
erson Hospital. 

Martin County scored 22 minutes into the 
match, and added an insurance goal eight 
minutes into the second half.

Okeechobee did enjoy their senior night 
match on Wednesday night as they blanked 
Fort Pierce Westwood 8-0, winning by mer-
cy rule in the fi rst half.

Cynthia DuQue had three goals and an 
assist. LeAnna Cotton and Tiffany McGee 
both had two goals. Cotton added two as-
sists. Crystal Garcia also had a goal for the 
Lady Brahmans.

“We went out there strong. I told the girls 
to play offensively and really go out there for 
the seniors. We had a lot of fun and played 
well,” Bohannon added.

Girls soccer team wraps up season

All interested players, coaches and/or managers are invited to attend an organizational 
meeting for the 2010 Adult Flag Football League on Thursday, February 4, at 6 p.m. at the 
Civic Center on Hwy. 98N. Team fees are as follows: Men’s League - $350, Women’s League 
- $300. Fees can be submitted to the Recreation Department at 640 N.W. 27th Lane (in the 
Sports Complex) and are due on or before 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 12. Participants must be 18 
years or older to play. For more details, call the Recreation Department at 863-763-6950.

Parks and Rec announces Adult Flag Football



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Lost

LOST DOG - Brown Brin-
dle female Curr Dog 
around Dixie Ranch 
Acres,if found please 
call  (863)261-1674 
or(863)697-9779

Garage/
Yard Sales

OKEECHOBEE - 1799 S 
Parrott Ave. , 1/16/10 
Sat. & 1/17/10 Sun., 
8am till 3pm. Enter be-
tween Junk yard & Pog-
ey’s Rest. Storage stalls 
398-403. Furniture,elec-
tronics,tackle,tools,etc.

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

ADMINISTRATIVE
 ASSISTANT
Needed for Pastor.

 Computer and offi ce 
management skills a 
must. Organizational 

ability with skill in 
relating to a wide 

range of people in a
 Christian environment. 

Call (863)763-5042
 for application.

MA-REFERRAL 
SPECIALIST

Exp. with health insu-
rance helpful.  Must have 
1 yr MA exp.  Bilingual 
Spanish/English pre-
ferred.  Fax resume to 
(863)357-2991 or apply 
at FL Community Health 
Centers, 1100 N. Parrott 
Ave., Okeechobee, FL.  
E-mail hr@fchcinc.org  
EOE/DFWP

Wanted: Dependable 
Mechanic’s helper.  Some 
experience required.  
Please apply in person 
between 10-2 at 2530 
NW 16th Blvd.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING & HAULING
Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Appliances

GE stackable wash-
er/dryer -2 years old. 
Works great. $175.00. 
(630)674-1294 or 
(660)216-6666

Furniture

CRAFTMATIC AD-
JUSTABLE BEDS - 2 
twins, can make into 
King, like new, seldom 
used, $900 
(863)467-9800

Pets/Supplies

AKC Chocolate Labs. 
Born 12/05/09. $700 

863-634-1711.

Chihuahua Pups - AKC, 
up to date on shots, 
health cert., dewormed,  
$350 ea. 863-381-9234

CKC Boston Terrier 
Puppies - $600.00. 
(863)261-1633

Toys & Games

CHEAP Wii GAMES!!!! -
CHEAP Nintendo Wii 
GAMES. MOST NEW 
GAME TITLES AS WELL 
AS A HUGE SELECTION 
OF OLDER GAMES. 
CALL FOR DETAILS.. 
(863)357-2602

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Wanted To Buy

CASH PAID FOR MILI-
TARY ITEMS -
SWORDS, MEDALS, 
PINS, INSIGNIA, 
HELMETS, UNI-
FORMS, OLD GUNS. 
TOLL FREE LOCAL. 
(866)440-3280

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Farm Equipment

TRACTOR - 130 Farmall, 
restored like new, 
w/cultivators. $4000 
(863)763-8742  

Farm Feed/
Products

Round Bales for  
Cows.$40@  (863)634-9111

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

FURNISHED APT’S
(2) 1 BR & (1) 2 BR

Include electric, water
& satellite TV. Seasonal
or Annual. Good credit
plus deposit. No pets.
Starting @ $595 mo.
Call 863-801-9027

IN TOWN - 2/2 very 
clean, w/d, lawn maint 
included, $800 + $300 
sec.  (863) 634-3572

NW OKEE: 2br, quiet St. 
Pets ok, $650/$750, 1st, 
last & $500 sec. 
561-346-1642

OKEECHOBEE- 1br 
furn. No pets, Seasonal, 
Brindaban Forest, non-
smoking environment. 

$800/mo (863)763-7319.

Apartments

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$500/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

Taylor Creek Condo 
2/1, furnished. Pool, 

Dock. $875/mo + 1st & 
sec. (863)634-8757

Houses - Rent

DIXIE RANCH ACRES - 
2 Bdrm. Duplex. No 
pets. $500 mo + $400 
sec. dep. includes wa-
ter, garbage & lawn 
(863)610-0001

LAKE PORT - 3 br, 3 ba, 
unfurnished, on rim ca-
nal, all people welcome 
$1000/mo 1st. last & 
sec. (863) 946-1775

NE 3RD LN. 3BR, 2BA 
Extra Large Kitchen + 
Media Rm. Fenced yard. 
Quiet Street. Lawn Ser-
vice & Pest Control in-
cluded. $850 mo. + 
sec. (772)359-0076

OKEECHOBEE - 4br, 
2ba, great neighborhood, 
tile throughout, $975 & 
up/mo, 1st & sec move in 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

RIVER ACRES - Cozy 
cottage 1/1, on the wa-
ter. Furn. w/Dock, all 
utils., W&D, Satellite, 
clean. Yard main. incd. 
$700/mo 863-467-1950

Office Space Rent

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

(863)763-8565

Roommate

PROFESSIONAL MALE 
Seeks Same to share 
luxury 4BR, 2BA home 
Very private location. 
All utils included. $600 
mo. (772)359-0076

Rooms To Rent

OKEECHOBEE - Looking 
for 3 roommates to 
share 4 br hse. $275 
(863)634-4771

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

Adorable 2/1, Ancient 
Oaks, + 55, completely 
furnished, with boat 
ramp, gated community, 
incl. water, cable, lawn 
care & w/d, annual $595, 
seasonal $995 inclds 
electric Available immedi-
ately, sec dep, 1 small 
pet okay (863)801-9027

BHR - 3/2, Washer, dry-
er, fenced in yard. 
$750/mo utils not incld. 
(863)357-1783

FOR RENT: 3/2 and 2/1 
Cottages. Newly remod-
eled. 12 miles north of 
Okeechobee on beautiful 
ranch.  Water, trash & 
lawn maintenance includ-
ed. NO PETS!   M-F.  
(863)467-2982

RV with added on living 
room. Utilities incl. 
$450/month + deposit. 
Call 863-763-3762

Treasure Island - 2BR 
SW on water, lg. lot,  
$450 mo., good place 
for boat.  863-226-3436

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

DWMH - 3/2. completely 
furn., fenced yard, 3 
sheds, $69,000 or best 
offer (863)763-8761

Mobile & lot, 48 Boon 
Dock Rd, Kissimmee 
River Shores, $24,000   
863-763-2346

Mobile Home Sale

Factory went out of 
business 4br/2ba, 
32x80, 2400 sq ft mo-
bile $20,000 below re-
tail. Cost $69,900 on 
your lot. Has fi replace, 
large kitchen, glamour 
bath & family room. 
Never priced this low 
again. 863-3574849

For Sale 60 x 14; 2 bd 
2 ba in Adult trailer 
park. Lrg kitchen, Fl 
room, screened back 
porch on canal, util 

bldg, boat dock. Many 
extras. For information 

863-484-0222

For the lowest prices on 
factory direct custom 
built Jacobson Homes. 
Call 863-357-4849 and 
ask for Larry or Sandy

New 3br/2ba double-
wide only $44900 setup 
& a/c included $2000 
down or trade for down 
payment, very easy 
credit 863-357-4849

OKEECHOBEE- 1981 
dbl wide on water, porch, 
lg edition, boathouse, 
$100,000 (863)763-0474

Okeechobee mobile 
home dealer selling all 
remaining inventory at 
near factory invoice to 
make room for 2010 
models. Call Sandy or 
Larry 863-357-4849

SW MH - adult park, 
1BR/1BA, w/d, lg. rm. 
addition, 890 sq. ft. of 
living area, attached 
shed, 6’x10’, $12,000. 
(863)763-2470 or 
(217)791-4560

SWMH - corner lot, new-
ly remodeled, fenced, 
furn., $45,000 or best 
offer (863)763-8761

TAYLOR CREEK - 68 ft, 
2 br, 1.5 ba, completely 
furnished w/screen 
room, extras $10,000 
(352)406-9395

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.
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Mobile Home Sale

Tradeins wanted. No 
money down when you 
trade-in your old mobile  
home. 3 & 4 bedroom 
doublewides at excel-
lent price. Call Larry or 
Sandy at 863-357-4849

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

2008 SUNSET BAY 19’ 
PONTOON - 
$ 1 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
(863)885-4852

Campers/RVs

35’ Gulf Steam fi fth 
wheel High grade On 
board LP gas gen, no 
smoke / no pets 
$12,000  330-592-8694

BLUE OX TOWBAR - For 
m o t o r h o m e 
(863)763-8742

RV Space Rent
RV LOT - 40 X 60, Boat 
ramp to Kissimmee River. 
Elec, water & sewer 
incld. $400/mo 
(863)763-8548 or 
(954)629-3257

Marine
Accessories

OUTBOARD MOTOR - 
Johnson, 9.9 hp, runs 
great $300 or best offer 
(352)406-9395

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

CORVETTE CONV. ‘01 - 
Prof. enhanced to run 
10 sec, very fast, like 
new (863)763-8742

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

Notice of Hearing
Okeechobee County Code Enforcement

Special Magistrate

The Okeechobee County Special Magistrate will hold a public meeting on 
Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. The public meeting will be held at 
the Okeechobee County Health Department Auditorium, located at 1728 
N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida. For more information, contact Vir-
ginia Derry at the Planning and Development Department, 499 N.W. 5th 
Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34972, (863) 763-5548 ext. 3010.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public 
meeting. Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Code Enforce-
ment Special Magistrate with respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made and that the record includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal will be based. Code Enforcement tapes are for the sole purpose 
of backup for offi cial records of the Department.

Virginia Derry, Secretary to the
Code Enforcement Special Magistrate
343994 ON 1/15,17/10

NOTICE

UNDER FICTITIOUS
NAME LAW

   NOTICE is hereby given that the 
undersigned, pursuant to the “Ficti-
tious Name Statute,” will register 
with Florida Department of State, Di-
vision of Corporations the fi ctitious 
name, to-wit:
Coyote Cafe and Catering Company

under which we expect to engage in 
business at:

202 NE 2nd Street
Suite #10

in the City of Okeechobee/County of 
Okeechobee, Florida.
   That the parties interested in said 
business enterprise are:

Jo A Barton
Terry L. Thomas

Dated at Okeechobee, Okeechobee 
County, Florida, this the 14th day of 
Jan., 2010.
BY: Jo A Barton
344023 ON 1/17/10
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Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1 Betting setting
6 Oratory with lots

of arm-waving
10 Sloop pole
14 “Get __!”: “Relax!”
15 Hamburg’s river
16 Award for a soap
17 Shady high

roller’s advantage
19 Manx cat’s lack
20 Hanging-hook

shape
21 After all?
22 Garden hose

feature
24 Disney pooch
26 Islamabad’s land:

Abbr.
27 Above, in odes
28 Harbors ulterior

motives
32 By surprise
33 “That is to say ...”
34 Himalayan

mystery
35 Dark earth

pigment
37 Programming

language with a
coffee-cup logo

41 Ho-hum state
43 Ear-related
44 Log holder
48 It has a charge
49 Space shuttle

astronaut
Jemison

50 Seller of TV time,
e.g.

51 Resealable bag
brand

53 Cheese with an
edible rind

54 Revelation
reaction

57 Qualified
58 Dojo blow
61 Actor Arkin
62 Leave the

premises
63 “__ who cannot

remember the
past are
condemned to
repeat it”:
Santayana

64 Florida attraction
65 D.C. party
66 Caravan stops

DOWN
1 Depression

between hills
2 Big heads have

big ones
3 Goes for, as

straws?
4 Lend a hand
5 Explore caves
6 Team that ended

a “curse” in 2004
7 Hit the ground
8 Home of “The

Office”
9 Fake ID user,

often
10 Capital of

Lorraine
11 E-tail giant
12 Beamed
13 “Breathing

Lessons” Pulitzer
winner Anne

18 Info to crunch
23 Creole vegetable
25 More doilylike
26 Apple or quince
28 Farmer’s stack
29 Face on a fin
30 Fibula neighbor
31 Hurt
35 Emptied one’s

bags

36 Stubborn critter
38 Wyoming tribe

members
39 Winery container
40 Tapped

beverage
42 Pixar fish
43 Go along with
44 Minor failing
45 Not out-of-

bounds, as a ball
46 Gem weight units

47 Rework, as an
article

48 “The Compleat
Angler” author
Walton

52 Zoom, for one
53 Panama border?
55 Stockings
56 Long-armed

critters
59 Dismiss
60 “__-ching!”

By Doug Peterson
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 04/29/09

04/29/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

change periodically.”
Judge Schack said the economy has had 

a big impact on the number of foreclosure 
cases in the circuit. He could not address the 
impacts on other types of civil cases as he 
was previously assigned to handle criminal 
cases.

Although this is his fi rst full time assign-
ment in Okeechobee, he was also assigned 
here for about fi ve months in 2004 to handle 
civil cases. He said he enjoyed working in 

the historic court house at that time, “I love 
it out here. Everybody is wonderful to work 
with and the courthouse is a pleasure.”

He said he expects a busy docket but also 
plans to get the cases heard promptly and 
fairly, “I’m a detail man. I believe in being 
sure that both sides have an equal and fair 
hearing. I follow the law. I listen carefully 
and I give each side a chance to be heard 
and then rule according to the law.”

Judge Schack said the courts have an 
obligation to see cases move forward. “It’s 
been great these past couple of weeks get-
ting started out here. I really look forward to 
continuing this work.”

Judge
Continued From Page 1

the top Sea Cadet program six times since 
1996 and had received numerous awards for 
the quality of the program for children from 
12 to 18 years of age. The program began 
in 1993.

The program will be suspended not only 
due to Reed’s arrest, but also because Lt. 
Muros will be retiring at the end of the year.

“He (Lt. Muros) is utterly devastated by 
what went on,” said Sheriff May.

According to the sheriff, the alleged acts 
occurred this summer during the weeks 
of the annual OCSO Water Safety Summer 
Camp. Reed and the two boys would appar-
ently meet in the OCSO Marine Unit building 
at Okee-Tantie after everyone else had left 
for the day and would then engage in vari-
ous sex acts.

Neither of the two boys were forced or 
coerced into performing sex acts. Howev-
er, the acts are illegal due to the age of the 
boys.

“This was more of a seduction than a 
forcible rape,” said OCSO Detective Ted Van 
Deman.

The detective said Reed engaged in sexu-
al activities at least 12 times with the boys—
either as a threesome or with an individual 
boy.

An OCSO statement indicates that Reed 
had unfettered access to the Okee-Tantie fa-
cility because he was a volunteer in the two 
programs. As a volunteer with the Sea Ca-
dets he transported cadets and took part in 
training and supervising the cadets. 

As a member of the Search and Rescue 
unit Reed helped maintain the building and 
boats, took part in search and rescue opera-
tions and operated the boats.

Sheriff May said before he was given those 
responsibilities a thorough background 
check was done and nothing was found 
that indicated there would be any problems 
between Reed and the youngsters. In fact, 
added the sheriff, the background check 
indicated that Reed was an exemplary indi-
vidual.

“Not even a traffi c ticket,” said Sheriff 
May of Reed.

As a teenager, Reed had been a member 
of the Sea Cadet program from 1999 until 
2005. He also served briefl y in the Orlando 
National Guard.

Detective Van Deman said Reed had been 

a youth minister with the Dunn’s Creek Bap-

tist Church in Palatka for two years. He had 

also worked as an air conditioning techni-

cian in both Okeechobee and in Putnam 

counties.

The detective said when Reed learned 

that he was under investigation and that 

he was being sought, he went into hiding. 

Earlier this week, the sheriff ’s offi ce was 

contacted by a fi shermen about some items 

being found in the woods along the Kissim-

mee River, just north of the bridge at Okee-

Tantie.

Detective Van Deman said he and other 

detectives began scouring those woods 

in search of Reed. During that search they 

found some of his clothing, along with two 

guns—including a shotgun.

However, they could not fi nd Reed.

OCSO Detective Rosemary Farless, who 

was assigned the case, tracked Reed down 

and as she was talking to him on the phone 

Friday morning deputies from the Putnam 

County Sheriff ’s Offi ce entered the home 

where he was staying and placed him under 

arrest.

Although it was not clear with whom he 

was staying in Putnam County, authorities 

think it may have been a family member.

He was arrested without incident and re-

turned to Okeechobee County.

Detective Farless interviewed Reed late 

Friday afternoon.

Both Sheriff May and Detective Van De-

man said that according to their investiga-

tion, these two boys were the only victims.

Detective Van Deman also said that be-

cause the 15-year-old boy no longer lives in 

Okeechobee, Detective Farless went to the 

city where he now lives and interviewed him 

Monday. OCSO detectives Augustin Saucedo 

and Bill Suggs interviewed the 12 year old.

Lt. Muros and other OCSO detectives 

were contacting parents who had children 

in any of the sheriff ’s youth activities to en-

sure them that there were no other victims.

“All parents will be contacted so they can 

talk to their children or bring their children 

to the sheriff ’s offi ce to talk to a trained in-

vestigator,” said a visibly upset Sheriff May.

Volunteer
Continued From Page 1



We are a reputable state licensed full-service jewelry store located at 1335-A

St. Lucie West Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL. We buy gold everyday at our Port St

Lucie Store and our customers are amazed at how much we pay in comparision

to other jewelry stores or pawn shops or companies that buy at hotels.

NEW OR USED: BROKEN OR NOT!

Jan. 15 & 16, 8AM - 8PM • JAN 17, 8AM - 5PM
Jan. 22 & 23, 8AM - 8PM • JAN 24, 8AM - 5PM

Holiday Inn Express
3101 US Hwy 441 S • Okeechobee

www.crownjewelinc.com • 772-336-2050

We
Pay
Cash

ANY 

CONDITION

WE BUY!

WE BUY GOLD • Silver (Sterling or 925) • Platinum • Watches • Coins • Dental  

We buy anything of value • State Licensed Certified Sales

“NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL”

DIAMOND JEWELRY
RUBY JEWELRY

EMERALD JEWELRY
SAPPHIRE JEWELRY

BRACELETS WITH STONES
BRACELETS NO STONES

MOTHERS RINGS
BROKEN CHAINS
KINKED CHAINS

RINGS WITHOUT STONES

BROKEN JEWELRY ALL KINDS
WEDDING BANDS

MISMATCHED EARRINGS
CHARMS & NECKLACES

CAMEOS
DENTAL

DENTED JEWELRY
PLATINUM JEWELRY

WHITE GOLD JEWELRY
DIAMONDS

GOLD COINS
SILVER COINS

GOLD WATCHES
ROLEX WATCHES

GOLD INGOTS
SILVER INGOTS
GOLD EAGLES

KRUGERRANDS

PANDAS
MAPLE LEAFS

ALL GOLD COINS
SILVER DOLLARS-1935 & OLDER
HALF DOLLARS 1970 & OLDER

QUARTERS & DIMES 1964 & OLDER
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