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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee continued to show 
improvements on their graduation 
and drop out rates according to an 
annual report released by the Flor-
ida Department of Education.

Director of K-12 accountability 
and assessment Sharon Suits said 
Okeechobee seems to get better 
and better each year as more stu-

dents earn diplomas.
“We are very pleased with our 

progress,” Mrs. Suits said. “We 
see more graduates each year. 
We look to make further improve-
ments this year.”

There are three different formu-
las being used to determine gradu-
ation and drop out rates. Florida 
has its own calculation. The Na-
tional Governors Association has a 
second classifi cation and the Fed-

eral government has a third calcu-
lation known as the no child left 
behind program.

Okeechobee had a 69.3 percent 
graduation rate under the Florida 
standards, 64.4 percent under the 
NGA, and a 66.2 percent rate un-
der the no child left behind stan-
dards in 2008-2009.

Since 2004, under the NGA for-
mula, Okeechobee’s graduation 
rate has risen from 58.5 percent 

to 64.4 percent. The NGA counts
all standard diplomas, and special
diplomas for ESE students. It does
not count GED diplomas.

Since 2004 under the no child
left behind calculation Okeecho-
bee’s graduation rate has in-
creased from 58 percent to 66.2
percent. This calculation only
measures students who earn

High school graduation rates improve

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Last week’s rain made a lot 
of Okeechobee pastures greener 
than before. One local ranch has 
gone green in more ways than 
one.

The Southern Accent Farm, 
owned for nearly a decade by 
Allen Smith, recently installed a 
commercial solar array on the 
roof of their equipment shed and 
uses solar energy to power the 
commercial operations on their 
ranch off US 441 north.

“All of us need to look at some-
thing to offset what we buy. We 
defi nitely need to go green. It’s 
very cost effective, do your home-
work. It’s a good thing.”

The 16 kilowatt system pow-
ers the shop, the equipment barn, 
the cow pens and the horse barn 
at the ranch. Smith worked in the 
nuclear industry and states he 
knows how much energy it takes 
to operate business today. “We 
need to look at the future because 
every dollar counts in the farming 
industry right now.”

Mr. Smith said everyone needs 
to be doing something to help the 
environment. “Foreign oil is kill-
ing us; we have so much debt to 

other countries.”
Mr. Smith also recycles almost 

everything that comes onto the 
ranch. He said he is not an advo-
cate of feeding large landfi lls.

His is the fi rst commercial op-
eration in Glades Electric’s terri-
tory to go solar power. There are 
seven residences that are pow-
ered by solar power in their terri-
tory, offi cials said.

Mr. Smith moved here from 
Manatee County. He said he 
hasn’t regretted the move for 
one instant and is thrilled to be a 
part of Okeechobee, “It’s the best 
place in the world for us to move. 
It’s great. We love it here.”

The system cost about 
$110,000. Complete Electric of 
Sebastian installed the system 
over the summer. Already Mr. 
Smith has saved about 5,000 kilo-
watts of power since he installed 
the system. The annual savings is 
about $4,000.

The solar panels were installed 
on the roof of his equipment barn. 
The company added steel braces 
and reinforcement to handle the 
extra load.

Federal grant and state rebates 
helped Mr. Smith pay for the new 

Okeechobee County ranch goes ‘green’

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Allen Smith poses with his Brangus Bull, Cade, a very friendly
bull at his Okeechobee ranch.
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Special news from Humana 
for people with Medicare

An HMO plan with a Medicare contract.
M0006_GHA07INHH TC 12/09

We would like to welcome these providers to our network.
For more information about Humana Medicare Advantage plans call:

1-800-338-9530 • TTY: 1-877-833-4486
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week

Trinidad Garcia, MD FACOG
Gynecology
306 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-763-6427

Mushtaq Hussain, MD
Pathology
111 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-357-1068

Tahseen Izhar, MD
Infectious Disease
214 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-357-9677

Saeed Khan, MD, MBA, 
CPE, FACP
Internal Medicine
2257 Hwy 441 N Suite A
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-467-4788

Tahir Naeem, MD
Internal Medicine
265 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-357-0104

Arif Shakoor, MD FCCP
Pulmonology
2257 Hwy 441 N Suite C
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-357-2300

Muhammad Syed, MD
Internal Medicine
2257 Hwy 441 N Suite A
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-467-4788

Miranda Trent, PAC 
Internal Medicine 
2257 N. Hwy 441, Ste A 
Okeechobee, FL 34972 
863-467-4788

Iqbal Ahmed, MD
Internal Medicine
202 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-357-6030

Yasmin Akhtar, MD
Family Medicine
202 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-357-6030

Peter Aldana, MD
Neurology
214 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-763-5181

Manuel Garcia, MD FICS
General Surgeon
306 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-763-6427

We are pleased to announce that the Gateway Medical Group, LC
and their Association of Medical Doctors are now part of the 
Humana Gold Plus® (HMO) provider network in the Okeechobee Area.

Additional services provided by:

Okeechobee Medical Partners 
(Lab/CT) Cola/ACR accredited 

Okeechobee Medical Diagnostics 
(MRI/ Nuclear Medicine) ACR accredited 

Okeechobee Pet Diagnostics 
(PET/ECHO/US)

Other services including 24hr holter, X-Rays, 
Sleep Study, EMG/NCV, EKG and Balance Testing
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Following the state trend of keeping gov-
ernmental business open and transparent, 
Florida clerks of court have posted their bud-
gets on line for all to see.

The Clerks in the Sunshine web site can 
be found at www.myfl oridaclerks.com.

“I think it’s great. We all want to have a 
transparent government,” said Sharon Rob-
ertson, the Okeechobee County clerk of 
courts.

The web sites provides the public with 
information about where their court fees go 
and how their tax dollars are being used at 
both the local and state levels.

“While our budgets have always been 
public record, posting them all in one loca-

tion will make it easier for citizens to view 
how we are spending public dollars to 
achieve our constitutional mission -- protect-
ing public records and auditing local gov-
ernment to ensure Florida’s tax dollars are 
spent according to the law,” said Jim Fuller, 
Duval County clerk of court and president of 
the Florida Association of Court Clerks and 
Comptrollers.

“This will let everybody know that we 
don’t have a pot of gold,” said Ms. Robert-
son. “We’re running a tight ship.”

Before long, the public will have access 
to the budgets and more for each govern-
mental department in Okeechobee County.

County administrator Lyndon Bonner 
said the county “will be rolling out a whole 
new web site.” He said he hopes to have the 
new site available to the public by the March 

2010 meeting of the Okeechobee County 

Board of County Commissioners.

“We’re shooting for March 15,” he said. 

“But it’s going to be a few weeks before it’s 

ready to be tested.” The clerk of the circuit 

court was established by the Constitution of 

1838 and is the public trustee for the county. 

The clerk provides the checks and balanc-

es in county government by acting in their 

capacity as clerk to the board, clerk to the 

court, keeper of the public record, comptrol-

ler and internal auditor of county funds.

Okeechobee Clerks of court budgets now online

Country Corner LIQUOR
8675 (15-A, beside Drive Thru) Hwy 441 SE • Okeechobee • 863-763-6566
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The following individuals were arrested on felo-
ny or driving under the infl uence (DUI) charges by 
the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), 
the Okeechobee City Police Department (OCPD), 
the Florida Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) or 
the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Joseph Colton Herbst III, 25, N.W. 90th Court, 
Okeechobee, was arrested Dec. 22 by Deputy Raul 
Marrero on an Okeechobee County warrant charg-
ing him with violation of probation - dealing in sto-
len property. He is being held without bond.

• Ryan Christopher Bass, 28, Pine Drive, Pom-

pano Beach, was arrested Dec. 22 by Deputy Cor-

poral Aric Majere on a Department of Corrections 

amended warrant charging him with violation of 

probation - giving false information to a pawn 

broker - less than $300. He is being held without 

bond.

This column lists arrests and not convictions, 

unless otherwise stated. Anyone listed here who 

is later found innocent or has had the charges 

against them dropped is welcome to inform this 

newspaper. The information will be confi rmed 

and printed.

Arrest Report



Abuse
• In the case of the 12-year-old who is ac-

cused of abusing other boys, I am glad that 
the newspaper kept all identifying informa-
tion out of the paper so that no one knows 
who the victims are. I know since this is a 
felony you could have printed the name and 
address of the boy, but I suspect that would 
make it too easy for people to guess who 
the victims are. With so many kids out of 
school for the fl u last week and all of them 
out on holiday break this week, there is 
no way anyone can identify the parties in-
volved. It is important for parents to know 
it happened, so they can talk to their own 
children, and I hope all of those involved get 
the help they need to get past this.

• In most cases, sexual abusers were 
abused themselves. They need to get help 
for the victims; fi nd out if there were any 
more victims and get them help; and fi nd 
out if the 12-year- old was abused and if so 
by whom, and if that person had other vic-
tims. A victim who does not get help can 
turn into an abuser and the cycle goes on. It 
is horrible that this was done to children.

Elephants
• Is there any word on if the elephant pre-

serve will ever open? I recall reading about 
it quite a while ago, that 
they were building 
an elephant pre-
serve just past 
the Okeechobee 
County line. I 
think it would be 
great to have el-
ephants in the area. 
Maybe they could put 
one in the parade, but I d o n ’ t 
know if they could get anyone to volunteer 
to be the pooper scooper behind that pa-
rade entry.

Drainage
• The county planners need to start driv-

ing around the community after a heavy 
rain. There is water backing up all over the 
place because people have done things to 
interfere with the drainage. For example, a 
guy who is tired of his backyard being soggy 
puts in a bunch of fi ll dirt and backs the wa-
ter up on the neighbors. That is against the 
law and the county should do something 
to restore the fl ow. Another guy wants a 
new driveway and puts in a culvert, but to 
save money puts in a small one and it can-
not handle the fl ow of water and it backs 
up and fl oods the road. That is also illegal. 
But until the county starts cracking down 
on these things, nothing will improve. Also, 
people need to understand that the county 
ditches are there to drain the roads, period. 
The ditches along the sides of a road are 
not to drain your property. Water that falls 
on your property is expected to stay on 
your property and ideally you should leave 
enough grass area that the water can soak 
in and recharge the aquifer.

Holiday hours
• In response to the employee who 

complained because a local store is open 
on Christmas Eve and the employees have 
to stay after it closes to clean and restock, 
I have a solution for that. If people would 
quit shopping on Christmas Eve, the stores 
would close. The same goes for Sundays. If 
people did not shop on Sunday, the stores 
would close and everyone could have a day 
off with their families. It amazes me how 
many so-called Christians shop on Sunday, 
even though this means they are forcing 
other people to work on the Lord’s Day. If 
you think it is against the Bible to work on 
a Sunday, then you should not shop on a 
Sunday because this forces other people 
to work on that day. If no one shopped on 
Sunday, the stores would close that day. 
Merchants would not keep a store open 
with no customers.

• The guy who complained about hav-
ing to work on Christmas Eve should con-
sider himself lucky. Think about the cops, 
fi refi ghters, health care professionals and 
others who have to work on Christmas Day. 
There are many jobs that have to be staffed 
seven days a week in order for society to 
function. Be happy that at least the store 
is closed on Christmas Day and you get to 
spend that day with your family because 
some people are not so lucky.
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Public Forum/Speak Out
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
USPS 406-160
Published 3 times a week: Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday by Independent Newspapers, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D • Okeechobee, FL 34974
Periodicals Postage Paid at Okeechobee, FL 34974
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to

Okeechobee News
Circulation Administration
PO Box 7011 • Dover, DE 19903

Staff
Advertising Director: Judy Kasten
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Nursing home
care questioned

On behalf of the more than 400 volunteer 
long-term care ombudsmen statewide who 
advocate for improved quality of life and 
care for residents, I am writing to share a 
concern about a growing trend in Florida’s 
nursing homes, the improper transferrer 
discharge of nursing home residents. Proper 
resident transfer and discharge processes 
are crucial to protecting the safety and en-
suring the wellbeing of elders who live in 
nursing homes.

When a nursing home initiates the trans-
fer or discharge of a resident who has lived 
there at least 30 days, facility staff must pro-
vide the resident with a written 30-day notice 
of the transfer or discharge, unless certain 
conditions exist. 

Under state and federal law, a resident 
may only be discharged for one of six speci-
fi ed reasons, including if he or she falls be-
hind in payment, if he or she is endangering 
him/herself or others or if the facility is un-
able provide adequate care for the resident’s 
needs. Both endangerment and a facility’s 
inability to care for the resident must be 
documented in the resident’s medical re-
cord. This documentation for discharge may 
only be completed by the facility’s medical 
director or the resident’s physician. If this au-
thorization occurs, the resident and her legal 
representative must then be given proper 
notice of the facility’s intent to discharge the 
resident. 

If the resident falls behind on his or her 
payments, the nursing home has the duty 
to assist the resident in enrolling in the ap-
propriate Medicaid or Medicare Programs to 
cover the costs. If a resident is still behind 

in payment after the assistance is provided, 
then the facility may discharge the individual 
with a written 30-day notice. 

A copy of all discharge notices must be 
sent to the local long-term care ombudsman 
offi ce. This notice gives ombudsmen the op-
portunity to review cases and facilitate any 
communication necessary between a resi-
dent and the facility, ensuring each resident 
receives the treatment and respect they de-
serve and that his or her right to challenge an 
improper transfer or discharge is protected.  

Residents should never be threatened 
with a transfer or discharge by any staff 
member. Any such threats are a violation of 
federal and state law and should be reported 
to the ombudsman and/or to the Agency for 
Health Care Administration. 

All residents have the right to fi le a request 
for a fair hearing to appeal a discharge. If a 
resident has reason to believe he or she has 
grounds for such an appeal, the Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman Program encourages 
these individuals to fi le a request for hearing 
within the fi rst 10 days of receiving the no-
tice. Acting within the initial 10 day window 
allows a resident to remain in the current fa-
cility until the hearing is concluded. An om-
budsman volunteer can assist in the hearing 
process as well as represent residents at the 
hearing. If you or a loved one has concerns 
about a transfer or discharge notice, or any 
other issues concerning a long-term care 
facility resident, call us toll-free at 1-888-831-
0404 or visit us online at: http://ombudsman.
myfl orida.com. 

In service,
Brian Lee 
State Ombudsman
leeb@elderaffairs.org

Letters to the editor

Sunday
A.A. meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at 

the Church of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St. It 
will be an open step meeting.

A.A. open 12 step meeting from 7:30 until 
8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Savior, 200 N.W. 
Third St.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 
p.m. at the First United Methodist Church, 200 
N.W. Second St. This will be an open meeting.

Monday
A.A. Grapevine open meetings at 6:30 p.m. 

at Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. 
Parrot Ave.

A.A. meeting from noon to 1 p.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Sec-
ond St. This will be an open meeting.

Tuesday
Al-Ateen and Alanon meeting at the Church 

of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St., at 8 p.m. 

Community Calendar



At a
time when newspapers
everywhere are struggling to survive,
you can show your support for your
Okeechobee News newspaper by

purchasing an e-subscription. 
It’s less than 50 cents per issue.

You’ll receive an email with a live
link to the latest issue. 

This will allow you to read the entire
newspaper online --- 

even when you’re traveling. 

Please call 1-800-282-8586 
or subscribe online at 

http://circulation.newszap.com 

Support unbiased   
local 

journalism!

www.crashinjuries.com

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

Phones answered
24-Hours,7 days-a-week!

467-7100
114 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

FREE Consultation
Se Habla Español

• Tractor Trailer Crashes
• Auto Crashes

• Motorcycle Crashes
• Wrongful Death

A C C I D E N T L A W O F F I C E S O F

Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

Each Celebrations 
package includes:

 

 

and family 

& JANE A. ILLUSTRATION

WEDDING

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

She is the daughter of Joseph and Jane 

SUSAN A. EXAMPLE

BIRTH

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ANNIVERSARY

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at 

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ENGAGEMENTJOSEPH W. EXAMPLE
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By Rev. Dr. Paul E. Jackson, Sr.
International Prayer Warriors for Christ

Where do I begin, or where do I end? 
Here it is Sunday, Dec. 27, 2009 and we have 
just four more days and this year will come 
to an end. I know that a lot of people had a 
bad year, but I also know that God will never 
give anyone more than they can handle. I do 
hope your Christmas was a good one, and 
I hope that you will take the time to really 
thank the Lord for all that he has done for 
you over the years. As I stated above, there 
are just four days left in this year, meaning 
2009 will be history and 2010 should be-
gin. While I still have the chance, I want to 
write something, not about just someone 
or something, but something about each of 
you reading this, and I do hope that you will 
enjoy every word. 

I want to take the time for all of you to 
think about something that is so great about 
each of you, that is that, in your own way 
you are unique! You see, to me each one 
of you has your own special way that can’t 
be matched or compared to anyone else. I 
want you to think about what a remarkable 
and miraculous thing it is to be you. Of all 
the people who have come and gone on this 
earth, since the beginning of time, not one 
of them has been like you. No one who has 
ever lived or will ever live will ever have your 
combination of abilities, talents, opportuni-
ties, acquaintances, burdens, friends or sor-
rows, for believe me when I say, it will never 
happen. 

No one’s fi ngerprints are like yours, and 
no one has the same combination of jokes 
and also expressions that you have. The few 
people who laugh at all the same things 
you do don’t smile the way you do. No one 
prays about exactly the same things you do. 
No one is loved by the same combination of 
people that love you, no one before, and no 
one to come, for you are absolutely unique. 
Enjoy that uniqueness. You do not have to 
pretend in order to seem more like someone 
else, for you weren’t meant to be like some-
one else. You don’t have to lie to conceal the 
parts of you that are not like what you see in 
anyone else. Just try to understand that you 
were meant to be different.

Nowhere ever in all of history will the 
same things be going on in anyone’s mind, 
soul and spirit as are going on in yours right 
now as you read this. If you did not exist, 
there would be a hole in creation, a gap in 
history, something missing from the plan 
for humankind. I want you to really treasure 
your uniqueness, for it is a gift given to you. 
No one can reach out to others in the same 
way that you can and no one can comfort 
with your kind of comfort. There is no one 
who can be cheerful and lighthearted and 
joyous in your way. No one else can bring 
the whole unique impact of you to another 
human being.

Share your uniqueness. Let it be free to 
fl ow out among your family, friends and 
people you meet in the rush and clutter of 
living wherever you are. That gift of yours 
was given to enjoy and share. Everyone is 

given a gift or talent from God, but it is up 
to each person to fi nd what it is. When you 
do, you will know and you will be inspired 
just knowing it. God made each of us differ-
ent in His own way and not one person is 
alike and never will be. You may have a lot 
in common with me or others, but no one 
will ever be you.

There are many people in this world that 
are not saved, some have still never heard 
of God, and some that don’t believe in such 
a being as God. To those that are still not 
saved, it’s our responsibility as Christians to 
try to help them get saved. It’s our responsi-
bility to be sure and spread the Word of God 
throughout this world, and for those that are 
atheist, it is still our responsibility as Chris-
tians to try and help them see where there 
is a Heaven and a Hell, and then it’s up to 
them to choose which one, if either, to be-
lieve in.

I want to take this time that I have, and 
when I says that I have, no one but God 
knows how much anyone’s time is, for only 
He holds the clock of life and death. For the 
last three years the Okeechobee News has 
given me a chance each month to write an 
article titled “Refl ections from the Pulpit” 
and I am proud to do that. What I hate so 
bad is that the Ten Commandments are no 
longer on the courthouse wall, there are no 
Bibles anymore in any of the courthouses, 
and there are no prayers given in any of the 
public schools. But on Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday, the Okeechobee News is pub-
lished and you will see that God is still a big 

part in that and you can believe me or not, 
but in my heart, I even feel that God reads 
the Okeechobee News.

Also try starting 2010 by doing something 
very important. Quit complaining so much 
about what isn’t in the paper and be proud 
of what is in the paper, for there is no one 
that works for that paper that doesn’t believe 
in God, Also, try to quit complaining about 
what the county commissioners don’t do 
and be proud they open each meeting with 
a prayer. Quit complaining about what the 
city council doesn’t do, and know they also 
open each meeting with a prayer. I would 
say that of every organization in this town 
that all, including sheriff, police and fi re de-
partment, will open every meeting with a 
prayer! For this is God’s town.

Refl ections from the Pulpit

H1N1 shots available
The Okeechobee County Health De-

partment will conduct H1N1 fl u immu-
nization clinics at the health department, 
1728 NW 9th Ave. Appointments can be 
made by calling 863-462-5819. 

The vaccine is available to anyone 
over 6 months of age. Vaccination is vol-
untary and there is no charge. Consent 
forms and vaccine information state-
ments can be found at www.okeecho-
beeeoc.com. 

More information about H1N1 can be 
found at www.myfl usafety.com. 



Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Vivian Viola Benson, 74
OKEECHOBEE — Vivian Viola Benson, age 

74, of Okeechobee, died Tuesday, Dec. 22, 
2009, at her residence.

Born Dec. 3, 1935, in West Palm Beach,she 
had been a resident  of Okeechobee since 2004 
and loved the outdoors.

She was preceded in death by her sisters, Flor-
ence and Ardelia.

She is survived by her husband, Charles of 
Okeechobee; sons, Joseph August Benson of  
Okeechobee, Buck Lawrence Benson of Lake 
Worth, Douglas Milton Benson of West Palm; 
granddaughters, Katie Jo Benson of Lake 
Worth, Nicole Benson of West Virginia; grand-
sons, Todd Benson and Daniel Benson both of 
West Palm. In addition she is survived by sever-
al brothers and sisters.

There will be no public visitation or services.
All arrangements are under the direction and 

care of the Buxton Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 110 NE 5th Street, Okeechobee, Fl. On line 
condolences may be made at www.buxtonfu-
neralhome.com. 

William S. Riordan, Sr., 87
OKEECHOBEE — William S. Riordan, Sr., age 

87, of Okeechobee, died Wednesday, Decem-
ber 23, 2009 at his residence.

Born Au. 30, 1922, in Medford, Mass., he had 
been a resident since 1983.  He proudly served 
in the U.S. Army during World War II and was a 
member of the Peace Lutheran Church, mem-
ber of a Barber Shop Quartet and Just 4 Kicks.  
He sang for charitable events all over Okeecho-
bee and was an avid car enthusiast. He loved to 
travel and yard sale.    

He is survived by his wife, Virginia of Okee-
chobee; son, Steve Riordan (Marilyn) of Okee-
chobee; daughters, Linda Brooks (Tom) of 
Rogersville, Tenn., Lori Pack (Jerry) of Okeecho-
bee, Debbie Montomery (Danny) of Coconut 
Creek, Mary Burris (Troy) of Okeechobee;  and 
brother, Albert Riordan of Werymouth, Massa-
chusetts. In addition he is survived by eight 
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.

The family will receive friends on Wednesday, 
December 30, from 12:30 p.m. until service time 
of 2:30 p.m. in the Buxton Funeral Home Chap-
el with Pastor John C. Hirst of the Peace  Luther-
an. Church offi ciating.  Interment will take place 
at a later date in  Palm Beach Memorial Park.  

All arrangements are under the direction and 
care of the Buxton Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 110 Ne 5th Street, Okeechobee, Fl  34972.  
On-line condolences may be made at 
www.buxtonfuneralhome.com.

Brian H. Mallonee 
Board Certified Criminial Trial Lawyer

(772) 464-1991
Main office Ft. Pierce

www.stluciecriminallaw.com

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Now Accepting
Felony Cases 

in Okeechobee
County

Take control of your hholiday
weight gain with a PERSONALIZED,
MEDICALLY MANAGED WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

Coming to Okeechobee on Saturday, January 9, 2010

Come see us at the offices of Ms. Cheryl Kirton, PT
Located at 332 W. 32nd Street, Okeechobee 561 586 3646

We will be in Okeechobee one Saturday each month Holly W. Hadley, MD

Holly W. Hadley, MD & Madeline Sabatello, CPT

You get a health 
checkup every year--
how about a health
insurance checkup?

Berger Insurance Services, Inc.
800 South Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

Free review and no obligation quote.
We write with CIGNA, 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
Aetna, and United Healthcare.

105 Hwy 98 N
Okeechobee

863.763.9983
Open Tues - Sat
4:30 PM - 10 PM

Obituaries
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Masonic Lodge holds breakfast
The Masonic Lodge, 107 NW 5th St., will 

hold a breakfast on Sunday, Dec. 27, from 
8-11 a.m., with eggs, bacon, sausage, grits, 
pancakes, biscuits/gravy, juice and coffee. 
The public is welcome. For information call, 
Hugh Alger, 863-467-1491.

Register for IRSC online
Indian River State College students can 

use the convenience of the web to register 
and pay for their classes for the Spring Se-
mester while the College is closed for Winter 
Break. Classes for the Spring Semester start 
Jan. 6. The last day to pay for classes and 
avoid a late fee is Jan. 4. For more informa-
tion about IRSC and to register and pay for 
classes, visit www.irsc.edu.

Benefi t for Lisa Burkhardt
Lisa Burkhardt is battling cancer for the 

second time. She is a breast cancer survivor 
who is now battling brain and lung cancer. 
A benefi t for her will be held at the VFW Post 
10539, 3912 Highway 441 S.E., on Jan. 10, 
starting at 1 p.m. There will be food, music, 
raffl es and more. For information, call 863-
697-2930. 

OCRA to hold registration
OCRA will hold registration for T-ball, 

baseball and softball at the sports complex 
each Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. begin-
ning Jan. 9 through Jan. 30. Fees for the 
spring season will be $75 for baseball and 
softball and $60 for T-ball. All youth ages 
5-14 are encouraged to play! For questions, 
please call 863-634-1437.

Community Events



Okeechobee 
Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

Aldo Lombardo, M.D., FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

www.allureplasticsurgery.com

Good Thru 12/31/09

bb~xxv{Éuxx fÑxv|tÄá

Call us to schedule your consultation in Jupiter!

(561) 747-1232 or (888) 9-ALLURE
(Some Restrictions Apply)

Breast Augmentation $3,950 
Tummy Tuck  $6,250

$$1
Liquid

Muligans

It’s 
More 
Fun 

Here!

The New

BBlue Heron 
Golf Club 

SE 9th Ave. Okeechobee 

863-467-1651

Ultra
Dwarf
Greens

Replay
$10

Weekdays $20
Weekends $25

Before 8 am
After  2 pm 
$5 OFF

22 Implants & Ball  
Attachments Included
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Local children benefi t from 
holiday ‘gift drive’

On Saturday, Dec. 19, Pine Creek Sporting 
Club, a new members-only ranch communi-
ty located in Okeechobee, hosted a holiday 
shoot and feast to collect gifts for the chil-
dren of My Aunt’s House, an Okeechobee-
based nonprofi t organization that provides 
clothing, shoes, back-to-school supplies and 
Santa gifts to low income families, and cel-
ebrate the grand opening of the Clubhouse 
Lodge, a 7,000 square foot luxury hunting 
lodge.

The event was a great success with more 
that 250 people in attendance, including 
founding member and former #1 NFL draft 
pick, Tucker Frederickson, and Okeechobee 
County Commissioner Margaret Helton. At-
tendees participated in a number of events 
ranging from sporting clays to ornament 
making. More than 100 gifts were collected 

for the children of My Aunt’s House, and 
Santa Clause was also on the property with 
his team of live reindeer. 

“We are thrilled by the success of this 
event,” said general manager Jeff Budz. 
“More that 100 gifts were collected for our 
community’s neediest families and fun was 
had by all.” 

Many youth attended the event and en-
joyed archery, fi shing, horseback riding, and 

trap shooting. 
Bluegrass band 
Highway 441 
entertained the 
guests during 
the BBQ feast.

For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
on Pine Creek 
Sporting Club, 
visit www.pine-
creeksporting-
club.com.

Pine Creek Sporting Club 
celebrates new lodge 

Special to the Okeechobee News
Pine Creek Sporting Club hosted a 
holiday shoot and feast on Dec. 19.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Children who attended Pine Creek 
Sporting Club’s holiday event enjoyed  
outdoor activities, including archery. 
At top, gifts were collected for My 
Aunt’s House.



822 E. North Park St • Okeechobee
(863) 467-8891
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

A badly injured Okeechobee dog is on the 
road to recovery thanks to an animal lover.

A dog in horrible shape with serious fa-
cial injuries who appeared to have mange 
was found a few weeks ago at the intersec-
tion of U.S. 441 and S.R. 70 and brought to 
Okeechobee County Animal Control.

The staff did not have the facilities for 
proper treatment and were about to eu-
thanize the dog. That is where Robin Han-
sen of Saint Bernard Rescue in West Palm 
Beach came into the picture. She had been 
called to animal control to take charge of a 
Saint Bernard that had been picked up. On 
her way to the Saint Bernard’s kennel she 
passed the injured dog’s kennel. He was 
cute, but a mess, he was skin and bones, 
covered in mange and very sad. On the way 
out she passed his kennel again. The way he 
was looking at her, she could not resist.

She decided to take the dog, who ap-
peared to be a Catahoula mix, as a Christ-
mas project and named him “Jingles.” 
Jingles could not open his mouth. He could 
only open his teeth enough to stick out his 
tongue. She said his mouth looked like a 
“mail slot.” The only way he could eat was 
by smashing his food with his face and lick-
ing up the crumbs.

“It was heartbreaking to watch,” she said. 
“I started to cry.”

The good news was that Jingles had the 

noncontagious type mange, easily treated. 
However, the vet who examined Jingles had 
never seen a jaw injury like that before. Se-
dation and x-ray revealed that Jingles had 
received a blow, perhaps a kick, several 
months earlier that broke his jaw. The jaw 
healed wrong and the jaw bone was ab-
sorbed into the skill. The vet had to cut away 
a quarter of Jingle’s jaw. The surgery was 
successful and now Jingles can eat, bark, 
and pant like any other dog.

Without proper treatment, Ms. Hansen 
said that Jingles would have died because 
his jaw would continue to tighten up.

Jingles is recovering nicely, he has been 
neutered, and he is putting on weight. He 
has been adopted by one of the nurses at 
the animal hospital Ms. Hansen manages. 
Jingles will be in his new home once his 
stitches are removed.

However, that is not the end of the story. 
Ms. Hansen, who deals with animal con-
trol organizations all over the state, said the 
people at Okeechobee have always been 
kind, friendly and easy to deal with. She 
said they have always been helpful even 
though they are not very well funded. She 
said other animal control organizations have 
a lot more to work with. She decided to start 
taking up a collection to buy a microscope 
for animal control so they can properly di-
agnose mange. She said a medical supply 
house has agreed to furnish one at cost. She 
also discovered that animal control does not 
have a washing machine. She is trying to se-

cure one for the facility. Anyone wishing to 
donate can contact Ms. Hansen at 561-689-
1911 or 954-439-4970 or animal control at 
863-357-3225.

St. Bernard Rescue is a 501 3 (c) non 
profi t organization.
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Injured and abandoned dog has Merry Christmas

Special to the Okeechobee News
Jingles, a Catahoula mix, is on the road to recovery after being brought in to 
Okeechobee County Animal Control with mange and a serious facial injury.



The Okeechobee News invites you to check 
out the innovative new Okeechobee Sports 
Network on the internet at http://fl .newszap.
com/OkeechobeeSportsNetwork. 

Youth, adult recreation leagues, and school 
sports teams now have an exciting online sports 
page and resource they can call their own. This 
free site is a partnership between the Okeecho-
bee News and Community Sports Desk, a na-
tional sports software company.  

Team representatives can post their sched-
ules, game stories, statistics, standings and 
photos on dedicated web pages on the site. 

This is an invaluable and professional tool the 
community now has to positively highlight lo-
cal sports.

There is absolutely no charge for teams and 
leagues to participate in Okeechobee Sports 
Network.

The site will be supported by sponsored 
web advertising featuring an innovative rev-
enue sharing model, with 20 percent of web 
advertising sales on the site going back to the 
participating teams and leagues.

Local businesses interested in fi nding out 
how to become a sponsor can contact their lo-

cal Okeechobee News advertising representa-
tive or call Judy Kasten at 863-763-3134 or by 
email at jkasten@strato.net.

Interested teams and leagues can contact 
Renee Hawley by e-mail at rhawley@commu-
nitysportsdesk.com, to participate and fi nd out 
how your team can win a free pizza party! 

Okeechobee Sports Network will also be 

giving away a $25 gift certifi cate from the Ul-

timate Gamer for the best local sports photo 

posted on the site by Jan. 31.

Call Renee toll free at 888-853-7904 for a 

dem onstration or to get started right away.

New online Sports Network features Okeechobee teams

From Baseball to Basketball, Football to Hockey, Soccer to Swimming,
Cheerleading to Taekwondo – if yyoouu offer or participate in a youth oorr recreational

sport/activity contact us today to join the Okeechobee Sports Network

GGeett

NNoottiicceedd!!
SShhaarree yyoouurr

NNeewwss!!

HOME AWAY

Connect with your teammates, fans and the eennttiirree community

IItt’’ss EEaassyy

IItt’’ss FFuunn

IITT’’SS YYOOUURR TTUURRNN!!

YOUR SCORES…

YOUR STANDINGS…

YOUR HIGHLIGHTS…

WITHIN YOUR COMMUNITY.

7777 5555

To get started contact:
Renee Hawley
Phone: 888-853-7904 x 323
E-Mail: rhawley@communitysportsdesk.com

service provided and powered by:
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Special to the Okeechobee News

Co-Ed Champs
CIS-PAL went undefeated this season at 8-0, claiming the title for two con-
secutive seasons. The team includes: Jill Rogers, Bryan Stokes, Bobbie Jo 
Jenkins, Jeneane and Ricky Rhuda, Rebecca Gainer, Amanda Bluett, John 
Kemp, Cecil Bays, Eddie Green, Mitchell Comfort, Phillip White, Kim McMa-
hon, Janet Estremera, Juan Suarez, Brandon Gabbard, Randall Harden, and 
Brett Barcia. Congratulations team!



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Unemployment levels went up in both 
Okeechobee and Glades County in Novem-
ber.

Only seven counties in Florida had higher 
unemployment rates than Okeechobee ac-
cording to the monthly report from the Flor-
ida Agency for Workforce Innovation, Labor 
Market Statistics Center.

The report said 2,478 Okeechobee resi-
dents received unemployment benefi ts in 
November, a rate of 13.5 percent. That com-
pared to 2,424 who received benefi ts in Oc-
tober, a rate of 13 percent.

In November, 2008, 1,799 residents re-
ceived unemployment benefi ts in Okeecho-
bee, a jobless rate of 9.9 percent.

Glades County had 485 residents receive 
unemployment benefi ts in November, a rate 
of 9.8 percent. That compared to 461 who 

received unemployment checks in October, 
a rate of 9.3 percent. One year ago the job-
less rate was 6.8 percent in Glades County. 
Only 17 Florida counties had lower jobless 
rates than Glades County last month.

The jobless rate in Florida was 11.5 per-
cent in November, up from 11.3 percent in 
October. Around the area, Highlands County 
had 11.7 percent unemploymeny; Hendry 
County, 14.9 percent, Palm Beach County 
had 11.7 percent ;Martin County, 12.4 per-
cent; St. Lucie County, 14.7 percent; and 
Osceola County had 13.3 percent. Hendry 
County had the highest jobless rate in the 
state. Liberty County had the lowest rate, 6.1 
percent.

County unemployment levels rise in November

The Staff Of The Okeechobee News 
Wishes You A Safe and Happy New Years

Display Advertising
D E A D L I N E S

Tuesday, December 29 @ 4 p.m. For Friday, January 1, 2010

Wednesday, December 30 @ 4 p.m. For Sunday, January 3, 2010 

Bearshop exchange

Mixed throughout the store is a large variety of Antiques
and Collectibles including: 

China • Knives • Pocket Watches • Hess Trucks
Figurines • Quilts • Linens and Much More. 

Antiques & Collectibles
116 SW 4th Ave, Okeechobee  

ringmaster@bearshopexchange.com

OPEN

TUES - SAT

10AM -5PM

863
467.1217

FFeaturing Teddy Bears and Plush Animals 
from World Class Manufacturers such as:

Steiff • Gund • R. John Wright • Raikes 
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Special to the Okeechobee News

What Christmas means …
On Tuesday, Dec. 15, Everglades students put on a Christmas show titled 
“What Christmas means to me.” Families were entertained as singers and 
dancers performed and narrators read from student writings.



Green Day
Medical
Oncology &

Hematology of Okeechobee

Se Habla Español
1231 N. Lawnwood Circle
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-5501

1006 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 357-4138

Ricardo J. Quintero-Herencia, MD

- Specializing in evidence based medicine for the 
treatment of cancer and blood disorders

- Combined Chemotherapy and Radiation 
Therapy treatment

- Medicare/Medicaid assignment accepted
- Consulting and Free Second Opinions 

Regarding Cancer
- All insurance plans accepted and filed
- Courtesy transportation provided

New Patients Welcome

Serving the Treasure Coast

Okeechobee Cancer Center
Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Dr. Krimsley 
graduated from
Yale University

and trained at New
York University
Medical Center.

Alan S. Krimsley, M.D.
Dr. Woody graduated
from the University of
Florida and trained at
University Hospital in

Seattle and at the
Medical University of

South Carolina in
Charleston.

Ronald H. Woody, M.D.

CyberKnife™ Robotic Radiation Surgery
Now Available!

Lawnwood 

Cancer Center

1231 N. Lawnwood Circle

Ft. Pierce, FL

(772) 464-8121

Mid-Florida 

Cancer Center

604 W. Midway Road

White City, FL

(772) 468-3222

Okeechobee 

Cancer Center

301 NE 19th Drive

Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-0039

Pt. St. Lucie 

Cancer Center

1780 SE Hillmoor Dr.

Port St. Lucie, FL

(772) 335-2115

CARING PROFESSIONALS • STATE-OF-THE-ART TREATMENT • FIGHTING CANCER

We offer Courtesy Transportation, Mileage Reimbursement, 

FREE Second Opinions and FREE Prostate Cancer Screenings.

New Patients Welcome

Our State-of-the-Art Treatments Include:

• Ultrasound and CT Based Image Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT)
• Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)

• Mammosite Breast Cancer Therapy • High Dose Rate Brachytherapy (HDR)
• 3-D Image Guided Therapy • CT/MRI Fusion Technology

Serving Treasure Coast & Okeechobee 

The Law Office Of
Gerald Lefebvre

Personal Injury Trial Attorney

1910 S. Parrott Avenue •

www.accidentattorneyoffice.com
863-763-3333
Hablamos Español 

State and Nationally Board Certified
Civil Trial Lawyer Certified

Circuit Civil Mediator

• Voted a “Super Lawyer” by his
peers in 2007,  according to the
Florida Super Lawyers   Magazine

• Awarded an “AV” Peer Review
Rating by Martindale-Hubbell
(highest rating)

Okeechobee News

Meet Y our
Local Merch

ants

A S a l u t e  t o  t h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  L o c a l  B u s i n e s s

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

THEATRE I:  “SHERLOCK HOLMES”
Fri., Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed., Thurs. @ 2:00, 4:15,

7:00 & 9:15.  Mon. @ 3:00 & 7:00

Dec. 25Dec. 25th th -- Dec. 31Dec. 31stst

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE III:  “ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS”
Fri., Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed., Thurs. @ 2:00,

4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.  Mon. @ 3:00 & 7:00

THEATRE II:  “PRINCESS & FROG”
Fri., Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed., Thurs. @ 2:00, 4:15,

7:00 & 9:00.  Mon. @ 3:00 & 7:00 G

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

PG

Open Fri., Dec. 25 at 7:00 & 9:00

PG-13
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Special to the Okeechobee News/YMS

YMS honors teacher
Congratulations to Donna Gracia, Yearling Middle School’s Teacher of the 
Year!



(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

1200 S.
Parrott 

Ave.

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

www.century21okeechobee.com

Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

3001-H: Lake
Access Treasure
Island home needs
some tender, loving
care on .31 Lot.
$65,000 MLS #203529

5000-H: Two Story
6 Bedrooms, 2
Bath home located
on a little over ½
acre. $104,900
MLS #203524

3003-M: Treasure
Island 2 bedroom 1
bath MH (SE 23rd
CT). Easy to see
on lockbox. Call
today. $45,000
MLS #203269

3004-H: 3/2 home
in Treasure Island.
Attached garage,
pave driveway,
large porch. Needs
some work. $70,000
MLS #203368

8000-A: Oak Water
Estates 2 acres of
waterfront property on
441 S. On the Rim
Canal. NO wetland
restrictions. Vacant
land MLS #203429

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

5003-H: Conners
Gables Two Story
3/2½ home, Dining
room, Family room off
the Kitchen area,
screened porch, 2 Car
Garage. $128,700
MLS #203530

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

“ADULT LIVING”

“DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH”
I2BR/2BA DWMH on
fenced, manicured acre+,
detached garage/work-
shop, new kitchen flooring
and like new furniture and
window treatments. MLS
#202068 $79,900
Call Kathy Godwin
863-634-7547

“A LITTLE SLICE OF COUNTRY”

“PRICED RIGHT”
2/2 DWMH on Captive
lake Taylor Creek Isles.
Would make great first
time home or second
home. MLS #203466
$52,000 Call Ann
Hancock 863-447-2254

This 2BA/2BA SWMH
with additions on four
lots has beautiful cedar
trees that line one side
of property and some
fruit trees. MLS
#203345 $50,000 Call
Wendy Bostwick
863-697-6716

“PERFECT LITTLE GETAWAY”

“BREATHTAKING VIEWS”

“Wow” This 3 Bdrm/1
Bath home sits on a
beautiful acre+ lot in the
SW section, close to
schools and shopping.
Needs a little TLC. MLS
#203402 $99,000
Call Sheryl Byrd
863-634-3572

What a great buy! 2/2
DWMH on small lake in
Seminole Cove, lawn
care, free storage,
cable, pool, club
house. MLS#203551
$84,900 Call Marcia
Barber 863-634-1229

2 Story canal front
home. 3/2 with family
rm and FL rm. Two
sheds, carport.  Easy to
see. #94541 $294,000
Call Barbara McClellan
863-634-7547 or Sheryl
Byrd 863-634-3572

We are registered to sell “Hud Owned Homes”
Call one of our Agents for info.

New Listing

Lake Access

Patricia Louise Goolsby,
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

WELL-MAINTAINED 2/2 2-STORY
TOWNHOUSE. Located on the golf
course on the "14TH TEE BOX." Active
community with clubhouse, pool, and
more. Move in and enjoy. Maintenance
free. MLS #202816, $120,000.

GREAT STARTER HOME: 2/2
home. Laminate floors in kitchen, liv-
ing room, hallway. 2 lg closets in hall-
way. Attic in garage. A good location
and perfect home at a PERFECT
PRICE. MLS #202856, $109,900.

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

FOR THESE LISTINGS, CALL VICKI ANDERSON 863-634-4106.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

3/3 SWMH WITH HUGE FL
ROOM. Two car garage, work-
shop, Hurricane shutters, electric
on front deck, fish house, and
garage. BOAT RAMP. MLS
#202857, $118,000.

IMPROVED VACANT LOT - This lot
has power, septic, and water. A nice
concrete driveway. It is on a canal
that goes to Lake Okeechobee. MLS
#203556, $39,900.

WATERFRONT - CANAL OFF
RIM CANAL - Remarkably well
kept and maintained 3/2 Frame
with Stucco home with many new
amenities. Furnished. Boat house.
MLS #202762, $119,900.

2/1 HOUSE ON 20 ACRES with
many fruit trees and pines. Annual
income from cell tower. 2 fish
ponds 20' deep. Fenced, Pole
Barn. Possible neighbors' five
acres. MLS #202744, $599,000.

SEBRING

PRICE

REDUCED!!!
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standard diplomas within four years of en-
tering high school. After this year, the no 
child left behind standard will be the only 
graduation rate recognized. There will be no 
GED exit options for students.

Since 2004 under the Florida standards 
Okeechobee’s graduation rate has increased 
from 62.5 percent to 69.3 percent. This stan-
dard includes all standard diplomas, early 
exit GED diplomas and special diplomas for 
ESE students. This standard will be discon-
tinued after this year.

Suits said due to the new legislation, she 
expects more Okeechobee kids to drop out 
of school because if they get behind in their 
studies, they won’t have the GED exit op-
tion.

The kids can return after six months and 

earn a GED but they will not count toward 
the districts graduation rate, she added.

“We are very pleased to see our drop out 
rates going down. We impress upon the stu-
dents through our school system the impor-
tance of getting a high school diploma. They 
realize they need a diploma to get a good 
job,” she said.

Suits said teachers often emphasize to 
kids the relevance of the courses they are 
teaching to everyday life. She said students 
see how these courses and their information 
are used in the outside world.

Suits said an improvement in reading 
profi ciency is also helping the graduation 
and drop out rates, “If you can’t read a text 
book or the notes or understand the vocabu-
lary being used in that class you aren’t going 
to be successful. Our reading improvements 
are really monumental.”

Since 2004, the drop out rate has gone 
down from 7.2 percent to 3.9 percent. The 
drop out rate went down 1.3 percent from 

2007-2008 to 2008-2009.
“The drop out rate is the only statistic 

we want to see go down and still be happy 
about it,” Suits said.

Suits said due to societal changes, it is 
more and more important to earn a high 
school diploma now. She said the GED exit 
option has been an important tool to keep 
some kids in school. She said she worries 
more students could drop out if they get off 
to a bad start in high school. Between 10 
and 14 students take advantage of the GED 
option each year.

The drop out rate for white students was 
3.4 percent last year. The drop out rate for 
blacks was 3.4 percent and the drop out rate 
for Hispanics was 4.4 percent.

The graduation rate for white students 
was 69.3 percent, 59.4 percent for black 
students, and 56.1 percent for Hispanic stu-
dents, the state reported.

SCHOOL
Continued From Page 1

system. He said it cost about $14,000. The 
grant program is called the 160 Treasure 
Grant. For more information interested per-
sons can contact Whitney Rauh at Complete 
Solar Inc at 772-388-0533.

Mr. Smith said he has gotten numerous 
phone calls about the system. He added that 
several people came by and talked about it. 

Many of the visitors are fellow members of 

the agriculture industry. “Complete electric 

did a super job installing the system. It’s real 

neat. You can’t even see it, you don’t even 

know its here unless I tell you. We try to take 

care of the land, the wildlife, our animals, 

everything here.”

The ranch also won the Florida Farm Bu-

reau’s Care award last year for its environ-

mentally friendly practices.

GREEN
Continued From Page 1

Allen Smith (left) talks with Mike Ma-
cleary of Complete Electric about his 
new solar power system.



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Job Fair in Okeechobee 
New Restaurant opening late 

January 2010 
Seeking all positions - Lunch & Dinner

If unable to attend, please submit your resumé to
earrieta@sdbteam.com or Pick up an 

application at our office located at 701 NE 3rd St.

• Servers/Supervisors 

• Cooks: Shift Lead - Line Prep - Pantry 

• Bartenders 

Kitchen Utility 

Dining Utility (Busser)

Host - Hostess 

EOE

• Must have experience!
Attend Fair on January 6, 2010

@ 5:30pm or January 9th @ 2:00pm
Location: 202 NE 7th Ave., (located next to the Azteca 3)

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Call for More Info
 800-329-0036 Ext 103

  www.karlindaniel.com

Karlin Daniel
& Associates, Inc.
Lic R.E. Broker • AB878AU1207

NO MINIMUM! • Selling REGARDLESS OF PRICE! 
10% Buyer's Premium • Cash to bid 

Conducted by:

Intersection of SR 70 & 10th Ave 
100 SE 10th Ave

Okeechobee, Florida     

Thursday
 January 7th • 11 a.m.

FLORIDA PALMS
MOBILE HOME PARK

2 1/2 ACRES - 33 UNITS
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA

ESTATE

OWNER:  Roy M. Johnson Trust & LODOC II, LLC
                Seller’s Attorneys:  Abel A. Putnam, Esq.
                                              Daniel J. Probst, Esq.

 Parcel I.D. 2-22-37-35-0A00-00011-0000 
 • Zoned MHP - Mobile Home Park; 

surrounded by Heavy Commercial
 • 2.565 acres - 365 feet fronting State Road 70 

- 315 feet on 10th Avenue
 • Traffic signal at property
 • Public sewer lift station
 • Public water and sewer service
 • Traffic Data:  23,000 vehicles per day  

Source: 1998 Florida DOT Report
 • Rentals currently on month to month basis, 

with no leases. 
 • Typical rental income $225 per unit
 • State of Florida Licensed Park - 

33 unit authority

Lost

Chihuahua - blk/white, 
blind in 1 eye, vic. SW 
21st Terrace, Winter 
Park. (863)763-6833

Employment
Full Time

Local Restaurant seeking 
quality, professional 

Managers &
 Bartenders. Fax

 resume to 863-357-6737
 or email to: 

okeerestaurant@hotmail.com

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

ACCOUNTANT
Seeking highly motivated 
mid level Accountant for 
busy agricultural dealer-
ship in Belle Glade, Flori-
da. Accounting degree 
required. Resumes will be 
evaluated on a qualitative 
basis and interviews will 
be scheduled with our or-
ganization. Please fax re-
sume to 561-996-8367, 
Attn: Comptroller

Immediate Opening at 
Okeechobee Juvenile.

Institutional cooking/
hands-on exp. preferred. 
Competitive wages and 

benefi ts. Must pass 
background check and 
drug screen. Contact

 Brad at 1-863-357-9922 
ext. 2280 or email

 resume to:
dept1@ablmanagement.com

 EOE

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Employment
Full Time

LOCAL GRAZING 
DAIRY - seeks enthu-
siastic, experienced, AI 
Tech/Herdsman. Bi-lin-
gual a plus. Please send 
qualifi cations and contact 
information to: 

Job Advertisement
708 N Parrot Ave

Okeechobee, Fl 34972

Notice of Vacancy - 
Okeechobee County 

BOCC - Veterans’
 Services Van Driver
PT - $9.40 hourly up to 
20 hrs per week. Must 

have valid D/L and
 vehicle insurance and 

pass physical exam
 at VA Hospital.

Veterans preferred.
Okeechobee County

 employment application 
must be completed 
and submitted to:  

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

312 NW 3rd ST STE #206
OKEECHOBEE, FL  34972

A pre-employment
 background check will 

be conducted. 
 Okeechobee County

 is an EOE/Drug
Free Workplace.

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Employment
Part Time

X-RAY
TECHNOLOGIST

PT, Registered,
 hours fl exible, with
 1 year experience 
preferred. Please

 call (863)467-7084
  or fax resume to 

863-467-6833.

Employment
Wanted

Will care for Eldery, live 
in/out. Excellent refer-
ences, experienced 
863-763-7017

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Antiques

ANTIQUE RESTORATION 
AND  FURNITURE REPAIR 
(863)763-4149 or 
(561)758-4337

Bookkeeping

Bookeeping/
Secretarial Services 

by Linda Seder 
Okee area. 

(772)801-9687

Excavation

CLEARING & HAULING
Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

Home Sales

3bdr/2bth home for  
RENT on 4 acres.
$1200.00/mo screened 
patio
fenced/pole barn/fi replace 
(863)634-2582

Miscellaneous

Solar Electricity, Inc. 
For Your Home or Busi-
ness.  For more infor-

mation call Jacob 
Nisson.

863-697-2171

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Shop here first!
The classified ads
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Guns/Supplies

45 CAL. SEMI AUTO PIS-
TOL - extras included, 
Call for details 
(863)467-4947

Pets/Supplies

AMERICAN BULLDOG - 
6 mos., fem., NKC reg., 
white rednose, $250. 
(863)801-6144

Blue Heeler Puppies -
Cute ready to go for 
Christmas. 1st set of 
shots. Wormed. Males 
and Female $250.00. 
(863)763-3631 or 
(561)718-1212

Wanted To Buy

Want to buy Air condi-
tioner with heat, win-
dow unit 863-862-7292

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

2 bd 1 bath; newly 
renovated apartment 
includes appliances.  

863-634-9850.

TAYLOR CREEK Condos  
1br/1ba, Furnished. 

$650 mo. + 1st & sec. 
dep. 561-352-4243

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$500/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Commercial
Property

FOR SALE OR LEASE
1574 Sq. Ft. offi ce bldg.

@ 210 NE 3rd Ave.
Call 863-763-0295

Houses - Rent

BHR - 3BR, 1.5BA, fully 
furn., electric & cable 
incl. Seasonal rate by 
month. (561)262-5206

BHR COTTAGE - 1BR, 
1BA, furnished, electric, 
cable & water included. 
Call  (561) 262-5206

FURNISHED 2 bedroom 
1 bath Duplex in Kings 
Bay. One car garage, 
screen porch, washer & 
dryer, dishwasher, cen-
tral heat and air, tile 
fl oors through out. 
Long or Short term. 
(863) 467-7528

Houses - Rent
OKEECHOBEE - 4br, 
2ba, great neighborhood, 
tile throughout, $975 & 
up/mo, 1st & sec move in 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

Land - Rent

R.V. LOTS FOR RENT
Free Wifi !  Weekly $150 

or mo. $375 incl. elec.
Call 863-763-0295

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

BASSWOOD HOUSE 
FOR SALE: New ICF 
Construction, 3BR, 2 
BA, Oversized garage, 
fenced, metal roof, im-
pact windows, tank less 
water heater, owner fi -
nancing. Call for apt. 
(863)357-1124 or cell 
(863)447-1556

 LakePort Home. 3/2 
on rim canal; Large lot 

250’ x 170’ on peninsula; 
2 out buildings; pole barn 

30’ x 40’ w/dock.
Call 863-697-8944.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

2 bd 1 bath Good neigh-
borhood, fenced back 
yard, lease with option; 
$650 p/mo 863-634-3451

BHR - RVs for Rent, 
starting $300-$500 &  
55+ park, seasonal or 
yearly. 1st month’s rent 
free! 863-763-3134

DOUBLEWIDE - 2br, 
2ba, on double lot, will 
consider seasonal rent-
ing. (863)467-0149

FOR RENT: 2/1 apt. 
Newly remodeled. 12 
miles north of Okeecho-
bee on beautiful ranch.  
Water, trash & lawn 
maintenance included. 
NO PETS!   M-F 
$499/mo. Also avail. 
newly remodeled 2/3. 
Call (863)467-2982

MH - 2/2, on 1/2 acre, 
70 East, c/a/h, 
screened porch, util. 
rm., trees, clean, quiet 
area, $700 mo. + dep., 
incl. lawn & water ser-
vice. (863)467-7415

RANCH - 3/2, great 
view, Oak trees, Loften 
Rd., Okee. $750/month. 
Call 561-261-0077

Mobile Home
Rent

Treasure Island - 2BR 
SW on water, lg. lot,  
$550 mo., 1st last & 
sec. 863-226-3436

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

For Sale 60 x 14; 2 bd 
2 bath in Adult trailer 
park. Large kitchen, 

Florida room, screened 
in back porch facing 

the canal, utility build-
ing, small garden area, 
boat dock, fi sh cleaning 

station. Many extras 
call for additional infor-
mation. 863-484-0222 

or 863-447-0437.

PROWLER TRAILER - 
32’, with 10x30 FL 
room, A/C, fully fur-
nished, on canal, near 
locks, free boat slip, 
$3900. 863-467-1881

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats
JON BOAT - 14 ft, & 
trailer, licensed, 30 hp 

electric motor, new bat-
tery, good cond. ready 
for fi shing $1000 see at 

12650 NE 26th Ave. 
Country Hills Estates. 

Call 863-763-3624

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Utility Trailers

RV/MOBILE HOME 
TRAILER ‘79 - 33”L x 
12”W all appls $500 
fi rm. (863)484-2436

Vans

CHEVY ASTRO Van ‘93, 
runs great, cold air, 
asking $1,500 or Best 
Offer. (863) 467-7528

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

INVITATION TO BID
MEDIAN CURBS

BID NO. PW 04-00-12-09

Sealed Bids will be received by the 
City of Okeechobee at City Hall, 55 
SE 3rd Avenue, Rm. 101, Okeecho-
bee, FL 34974, no later than 1:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, January 12, 
2010. The bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud in the City 
Council Chambers. Bids may not be 
revoked after bid opening. Any BIDS 
received after the time specifi ed will 
not be accepted.

The work for this bid consists of: 
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ACROSS
1 2006 Kentucky

Derby winner
8 Libyan leader

whose name has
more than 30
spellings

15 Demand too
much of

16 Left over
17 It often has

branches
18 Unstoppable
19 Stubbing victim
20 Took down a 

peg
22 Rosemary’s

portrayer
23 Letter-bottom

letters
25 007 wore one
26 __ Fein
27 Red Sox pitcher

Matsuzaka’s
nickname

29 Traffic stopper
30 Out of it
31 Common

Yuletide mail
33 Teases, in 

slang
34 Saxophonist

Getz
35 Life in the

Yucatán
36 Jackal or fox
38 Manatee

relatives
41 “Platoon” actor

Willem
42 La preceder
43 Prepare to pray
45 U.S. Marine

Corps E-6
46 Power problem
48 1 for H, e.g.
49 ’60s VP
50 Like Lake Mead
52 “Gimme __!”:

Columbus cheer
beginning

53 Ebbing
55 Reels off
57 Encountered
58 Thankless one
59 Magazine

revenue source
60 Yields

DOWN
1 Downed quickly
2 Relating to Space

Age technology
3 Novel that begins

“Last night I
dreamt I went to
Manderley again”

4 Polar outburst?
5 Somewhat
6 More valuable,

as coins
7 Deafening

silence, e.g.
8 Used another’s

words
9 Attach

10 Obsolete
11 Patriotic org.
12 Make a mist of
13 Catty types
14 Like the Aral Sea
21 Jackie’s designer
24 “I’d rather skip it”
26 Safari destination
28 CBS’s Couric
30 Managed
32 Little dude
33 Carpentry guide
35 “Chitty Chitty

Bang Bang”
barony

36 Hardly a 
free-spirited
place?

37 Kabul coin
38 Frequent pizza

delivery
destination

39 Enjoy the
sunshine,
perhaps

40 Big name in
slapstick

41 Key before E
42 The Aztecs’

Tonatiuh
44 Unleashes
46 Seasonal temp
47 Utopias
50 Spanking new
51 Heart lines: Abbr.
54 Like the 

Wizard’s
heartless visitor

56 Dudgeon

By Scott Atkinson
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 04/18/09

04/18/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Public Notice
Construction of Median Curbs along 
SW 5th Ave, from SW 3rd to 6th 
Streets, consisting of approximately 
2,000 linear feet of type “D” curb.

A complete set of specifi cations and 
scope of work can be obtained from 
the Offi ce of the General Services 
Department, 863-763-3372 x218, 
during normal hours, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
except holidays.

Envelopes should be clearly marked 
“Median Curbs Bid No. PW 
04-00-12-09 and may be hand de-
livered or mailed to the address list-
ed above. Facsimile or emailed bids 
will not be accepted.

The City has the right to accept or 
reject any and or all bids, with or 
without cause, to waive technical er-
rors deemed most advantageous to 
the City. All bids shall remain open 
for a period not to exceed ninety 
(90) days from the date of the bid 
opening.

Oscar Bermudez, City Engineer
342250 ON 12/27/09

Crossword Puzzle

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

OKEE, Furn. Rm. Single 
occ. priv. entrance, w/d, 
$140 wk & Dep., utills inc. 
(863) 763-7331 msg. 

Mobile Home
Rent

Rooms To Rent

Special to the Okeechobee News/YMS

YMS employee of the year
Congratulations to Geri Thomas who has been named 
the Yearling Middle School School-Related Employee 
of the Year.

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

It looks like a new trend is coming to 
Okeechobee County. When most people 
think of condominiums, high rise, apart-
ment type buildings come to mind. How-
ever, there is another type of condominium 
in Okeechobee. 

At their meeting on Thursday, Dec. 17, 
Okeechobee County Board of County Com-
missioners paved the way for the second RV 
condominium in the county. 

The board gave fi nal plat approval to 
Water’s Edge Motor Coach Resort Condo-
minium. In almost all other RV parks in the 
county, the occupants rent the lots. Howev-
er, at Water’s Edge the occupants will own 
the lot where their RV is parked. Silver Palms 
RV Park, which opened earlier this year, is 
the only other park in Okeechobee where 
the occupants own the lots 

This condominium seems to be a second 
thought by the owner who had originally 
planned for a traditional rental RV park. The 
park is located on a four acre site on U.S. 
441 SE near the intersection with 15B. It will 
consist of 30 RV lots, a clubhouse and seven 
subdivided storage units. The site was for-
merly known as Bob’s Big Bass RV Resort. 
The park is served by on site water and 
wastewater facilities and a privately main-
tained road. 

Each year the number of RV sites dwin-
dles as older parks are bought out by devel-
opers. There are fewer sites now than fi ve 
years ago. With 8.5 million RVs on the road 
the demand for RV sites is growing. With a 
condominium RV park, RVers will have the 
same lot and the same neighbors each year. 
That cannot be guaranteed with a rental lot.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 

at www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com

County approves 
RV condominium



Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

www.tcdermatology.com
FELLOW OF THE 

AMERICAN SOCIETY 
FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY 
THE AMERICAN BOARD OF 

DERMATOLOGY

Okeechobee  
863-467-9555

Vero Beach
772-778-7782

HappyHolidays from

877-221-1599 • 772-221-1510

4443 SW Martin Hwy., Palm City, FL 34990

Monday- Friday 8-6

www.extreme-performance.biz        
http://www.myspace.com/extremeperformance07  
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School Boys Soccer 
Team won their seventh match in a row 
and won their second consecutive Brahman 
Christmas tournament title with a 2-0 victory 
over Port St. Lucie on Tuesday night.

Eddie Guerrero scored two goals and the 
team played sound, aggressive defense, as 
they limited Port St. Lucie to only three shots 
on goal.

Coach Lonnie Sears called it the best 
match his team has played this year. 

“We put it together, offensively and defen-
sively. Our midfi elders Erick Garcia, Hunter 
Pritchard and Eddie Guerrero controlled the 
game. Defensively and offensively it looked 
good, we did a good job,” the coach said.

Okeechobee (8-4) also got assists from 
Erick Garcia and Oscar Garcia. Goal tender 
Serafi n Espinoza made three saves in the 
Brahman net. Bruce Pierre had eight saves 
for Port St. Lucie (5-6-2).

Sears said the jaguars are a really good 
team. He said there is something to be said 
for our defense that limits them to only three 
shots.

“They’re playing top notch teams and are 
very aggressive. They play top quality teams. 
They’re a good team, we played a good 
match.”

Okeechobee had other chances to score 
but couldn’t put a lot of shots on net. Several 
times, Adrian Leon, Hunter Pritchard and 
others had headers near the Jaguar net but 
were off target.

Guerrero scored 18 minutes into the 
match, and added the insurance goal with 
29 minutes remaining in the match.

Sears said his team will practice over the 
break just to keep things rolling in a positive 
direction. He said he wished the second half 
of the season started right now,” We’re defi -

nitely looking forward to it. We won’t relax 
too much and will practice over the break to 
keep it going.”

Guerrero said his game is rounding into 
form. He said the entire team played well 
Tuesday. 

“We just played awesome,” he said. 
“I scored one of the best goals of my high 
school career in the tournament.

Guerrero was knocked down a few 
times by rough play near the end, but never 
changed his tactics or the expression on his 
face. “They had to make their move. They 
picked up the intensity. I fall, I get back up. 
This is my senior year, I’m giving everything 
I have every second.”

Suncoast won the third place game 6-0 
over John Carroll.

Boys soccer team defends 
Christmas tournament title

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Eddie Guerrero scored two goals in 
the OHS Brahman’s Tuesday win over 
Port St. Lucie.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Midfi elder Erick Garcia, #9, helped 
control the game.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Midfi elder Hunter Pritchard, #6, did a 
good job in the OHS win Tuesday.



$79.95
System Tune-Up

Maintenance Special

Coupons must be presented at time of service. Cannot
be combined with any other offers or discounts. Some
restrictions apply. Offer expires 12/31/09

Installation Special

up to $1,000 Trade-In
For Your Old 

Inefficient System
Some restrictions apply. (see note below). Coupons
must be presented at time of service. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Offer expires 12/31/09

AC Service Special 

FREE*!

*FREE Diagnostic Charge. If repair is made. Coupon
must be presented at time of service. Not valid on after
hours service.  Cannot be combined with any other
offers. Offer expires 12/31/09.

Service Call

($75 Value)

Trade-In Reward (up to a max of $1,000) and Florida Power & Light rebate (up to $1,905) removed from the purchase price
and available on the purchase of a complete system.  Federal tax credit (30% of purchase price-up to $1,500) is based on
model and efficiency and is not subtracted from the purchase price (see www.energystar.gov for details).

Committed To Total Customer 
Satisfaction Since 1978

(863) 763-8391

Now Through December 31st…..
Trade-In Reward up to $1,000
Tax Credit up to $1,500
FP&L Rebate up to $1,905

Total Savings: up to $4,405

FFREE 
Estimates & 
2nd Opinions 

on System
Replacements

Out These Great
Holiday Specials!!!!!

Lic#

CAC023499

Served with 2 sides, soup or salad & Pudding or ice cream      

Breakfast Specials 

Lunch Specials 
Monday – Friday • $5.99 Buy your beverage for 99

Turkey Reuben Sandwich with fries  • Patty Melt with fries 
½ Soup & Sandwich with fries • Grilled Chicken Breast Sandwich
with fries  • Clock Super Salad

Fri & Sat Nights
4PM – 11PM

Shrimp Fest
starting at $7.99 

All U Can Eat
Fish or Shrimp

$9.99

2 Senior
Dinners

from senior menu
$11.59

Includes Soup or
Salad Ice Cream
or Pudding

Anytime 
7 Days a

Week  

Specials Served 7 Days  6 AM – 11 PM  
2 Dinners – Your Choice  $18.59

Monday – Friday
1.   Country Fried Steak, 2 Eggs, Potato & Toast         $5.99
2.   Waffle Combo, 2 Eggs, 2 Links & 2 Bacon            $5.89
3.   French Toast Combo, 2 Eggs, 2 Links & 2 Bacon $4.89
4.   Touchdown 2  Eggs, 2 Bacon, 2 Links & 2 Pancakes $4.89
5.   Sausage, Gravy and Biscuit                                 $4.89

1. N.Y. Strip Steak    
2 Grilled Tilapia or Salmon
3. Chicken Tenders     

4.  Grilled Pork Chops       
5.  Shrimp Scampi Over Pasta      
6.  Roast Turkey Breast 

1111 S. Parrott Ave, Okeechobee 
863-467-2224
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Okeechobee News

Bryan Suarez continues to improve as a 
runner and as a result so does his college 
team.

The Southern Indiana Eagles fi nished 
sixth in the nation at the Division II cross 
country championships this year. The col-
lege hosted the event and had their third 
best fi nish ever and there best fi nish since 
1983.

Suarez said it felt good to be a part of the 
success this year, 

“I’m getting better,” he said. “There are 
good runners on the team and that helps me 
a lot. They are educated, smart runners, and 
I learn from them.”

Suarez had a storied career in Okeecho-
bee and fi nished third in the state in Class 3A 
during his senior year. He is now a sopho-
more and is studying accounting. He said 
cross country and running continues to be 
a major part of his life.

“I’m working on running all the time 
and developing. I’m trying to adjust to see 
where I need to go. It takes a lot more time 
these days. I pay attention to a lot of the little 
things, drills, exercises, even diet.”

Suarez said college has been an awe-
some experience but he always enjoys go-
ing home and seeing his family and friends.

“It is nice to see people and get that sup-
port again. It’s good to know what I’m work-

ing for,” he 
added.

S u a r e z 
might switch 
his major to 
business ad-
ministration 
soon. He said 
he would 
like to be an 
Athletic Di-
rector when 
he graduates 
from college.

He noted 
he always 
still has a 
dream to one 
day run in the 
summer Olympic Games.

Suarez competed in some prestigious 
races in Kentucky, Missouri and Indiana 
this year. He fi nished in 32nd place at the 
Stegemoller Classic 6 K, 28th at the USI Pre-
National Invitational, 20th at the GLVC MIAA 
Challenge, and 17th at the GLVC Champion-
ships.

Suarez said he also is very pleased that 
the Okeechobee cross country team has 
continued the success he started in 2006.

“I’m very proud of them. They have done 
really well. They are keeping it up and I’m 
proud of them,” he said.

Suarez helps Southern Indiana 
team fi nish 6th in the nation

Bryan Suarez
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