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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Kelly Owens was re-elected 
Chairman of the Okeechobee 
County School Board and India 
Riedel remained Vice Chairman at 
the School Board’s 2009 reorgani-
zation meeting held Tuesday night.

The board honored Stella Fulle-
da, a teacher at Central Elementary 
for a fourth grade art project about 
hispanic heritage month and Deb-
bie Gillis who was recently named 
the 2009 Mathematics Educator of 
the Year by the Florida Council for 
Teachers of Mathematics.

Mrs. Gillis thanked the school 
district for giving her the opportu-
nity to teach students. She said she 
was very humbled to win such a 
prestigious award. Six students in 
Ms. Fulleda’s class spoke to the 
crowd about what they learned as 
each student studied one promi-
nent hispanic. Those students 
were Hailey Spearow, Daniel Fulle-
da, Hunter Strickland, McKayla 
Skinner, Sally Tijerina, and Beatriz 
Perez.

In business actions the school 
board expelled an 8th grade stu-
dent at Yearling for the remainder 
of the school year and the fi rst 
semester of the 2010-2011 school 
years for assault or battery on a 
school board employee, a ninth 
grade student at New Endeavor 
High School for the remainder of 
the school year for fi ghting or bat-
tery, a seventh grade student at 
New Endeavor High School for the 
remainder of the school year for 
defi ance of authority, and an 11th 
grader at Okeechobee High School 
for the remainder of the school 
year for possession of weapons on 
school grounds.

The board also approved a 

School board 
reorganizes

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

About 9 a.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 18 a fl atbed truck loaded 
with canisters of chlorine gas ran 
off U.S. Highway 98 at Northwest 
30th Street.

That was the fi ctitious scenar-
io for a training exercise involving 
emergency responders held Nov. 
18 at the Williamson Conference 
Center on the Dixon Hendry 
Campus of Indian River State Col-

lege. This was a discussion based 
exercise to test plans, procedures 
polices and agency coordination. 
It was designed to be multi-agen-
cy and multi-jurisdictional.

According to the scenario, 
the accident caused the truck’s 
fuel tanks to rupture, spilling die-
sel fuel into a canal and the gas 
canisters also ruptured, allowing 
toxic chlorine gas to escape. To 
add an element of terrorism, the 
fi ctional accident was caused by 

an antigovernment group using a 
stolen dump truck.

The exercise, which was eight 
months in the making, was the 
product of Emergency Response 
Educators and Consultants, Inc. 
(EREC) a private contractor. It 
was funded by a grant from the 
State Homeland Security Grant 
Program and sponsored by 
Okeechobee County Emergency 
Management.

SWAT: Great American Smokeout Challenge

Exercise helps train emergency personnel

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee SWAT (Students Working Against Tobacco) observed the Great American 
Smokeout Thursday with displays to illustrate the number of Floridians who die each year 
from smoking-relating illnesses. At Osceola Middle School, SWAT members put up a display 
of 88 empty pairs of shoes. At Okeechobee High School, 88 wooden crosses were erected 
in front of the school.

See Emergency — Page 10 See School — Page 10
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100% of the time.
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all day, every day.

1 year. 1 price.
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Introduci

High-Speed Internet
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a month when 
you bundle*

1 year. 1 price.
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Special to the Okeechobee News/SEM

New Student Council
Recently elected student council offi cers at Seminole Elementary are Presi-
dent Morgan Bolan; Vice-President Austin Margerum; Secretary Clarissa 
Gomez; Treasurer Verenice Leon; and Reporter Pricila Garza. The Seminole 
Student Council has been hard at work running the school store, creating 
posters for the Food for Families Food Drive, raising money for a toy drive, 
and they are planning on buying umbrellas for the courtyard tables. Way to 
go, Seminole students.

The Okeechobee Masonic Lodge is 
selling fully cooked whole roasted tur-
keys from 18 to 20 pounds for $30 each. 
Orders must be placed and paid for by 
Nov. 21. Orders are limited to the fi rst 
75 pre-paid orders. Orders can be placed 

at Porter’s Cleaners, 1700 S. Parrott Ave. 
Cash, checks, Visa and Mastercard ac-
cepted. Orders may be picked up on 
Thursday, Nov. 26, from 9 a.m. until noon 
at the Masonic Lodge, 107 NW 5th Ave.

Masonic Lodge sells turkeys



Five persons were arrested Nov. 17 by the 
Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force when offi -
cers served a search warrant on a S.E. 74th 
Street residence, in the area known as “Red 
Top Dairy” off State Road 710.

According to the Okeecho-
bee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
report, while conducting the 
search, narcotic offi cers found: 
251.8 grams of marijuana, 59 
unlawfully obtained prescrip-
tion pills, and various drug 
paraphernalia. Also seized 
was about $2,000 in cash. It is 
alleged by the offi cers that the 
drugs and paraphernalia were 
present for the purpose of re-
sale. At the time of the warrant 
service, a three-year-old child 
was present in the home. 

“If you sell drugs in 
Okeechobee County, you will 
be caught,” said Sheriff Paul 
May. “Last night was their 
turn.”

Those arrested including 
the following.

• David Lyons, 53, of  NE 11th Court, was 
charged with Traffi cking Controlled Substance 
(lorcet);

• Krystal Haney, 20, of  NE 8th Lane, was 
charged with Tampering with Evidence and 
Possession of Marijuana under 20 grams and 
with child endangerment.

• Sandra Howard, 46, of SE 74th Way, was 
charged with Traffi cking in controlled sub-
stance (Hydrocodone), Possession of Mari-
juana with intent to sell, Possession of Mari-
juana over 20 Grams, and Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia.

• Ray Howard, 46, of SE 74th Way, was 
charged with Traffi cking in Controlled Sub-
stance (Hydrocodone), Possession of over 20 

Grams of Marijuana and Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia.

• Kevin Triola, 21, of SE 74th Way, was 
charged with Possession of Marijuana less 
than 20 Grams.

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

For Fire Lt. Doug Werk, the work is nearly 
done.

Werk retires Sunday after 26 years work-
ing for Okeechobee County Fire Rescue.

The Fort Lauderdale native, moved to 
Okeechobee in 1976, and graduated from 
Okeechobee High School. He went on to 
work as Forest Ranger for the Florida Divi-
sion of Forestry for a few years before he 
joined the County Fire Department.

“I never really thought about it, (being 
a fi reman),” Lt. Werk said, “They had an 
opening at the Okeechobee Division of For-
estry and I applied for it and got it. A year 
after that, I joined Fire Rescue.”

Lt. Werk was hired by Chief Phil Roman 
and worked for only three Chiefs over the 
years which include current Chief Nick Hop-
kins. He joined the department when it had 
only 10-12 employees, which included the 
administrative and clerical staff. The county 
had two men to an ambulance and three 
men on shift at that time.

Things have grown since then. Lt. Werk 

remembers working at the McClellan Build-
ing which was later condemned after a fi re. 
In those days the county relied more on vol-
unteer fi remen.

Werk said he was attracted to the county 
job because there would be more activ-
ity and work to be done. “I liked the brush 
fi res, I always did, but I knew the County job 
would be a lot busier.”

Lt. Werk said the most memorable fi re he 
fought during his career was the Wherrell 
fi re downtown. Lt. Werk said it was a large 
fi re that threatened several businesses. 

Lt. Werk also remembers being on shift 
when the McClellan building went on fi re. 
He remembered the building was in rough 
shape. He said the crew was inside eating 
supper when a bystander off the street came 
in and said “Your building is on fi re.”

Lt. Werk said he will have more time now 
to pursue his interests that include hunting 
and fi shing. He will work for a private alliga-
tor farm in Fort Drum.

“I’ve enjoyed all the guys and girls here. 
I’ve always had a good shift,” Lt. Werk said, 
“I’ve enjoyed my career. Everybody says I’m 

too young to retire. I don’t want to wait until 
I’m too old and not able to do anything.”

Lt. Werk is a new grandfather and he ex-
pects to spend more time with his grandchil-
dren and also intends to travel.

Brian H. Mallonee 
Board Certified Criminial Trial Lawyer

(772) 464-1991
Main office Ft. Pierce

www.stluciecriminallaw.com

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Now Accepting
Felony Cases 

in Okeechobee
County

The Staff Of The Okeechobee News 
Wishes Everyone Happy Holidays!

Display Advertising
D E A D L I N E S
Tuesday, Nov. 24 @ Noon For Friday, November 27th

Wednesday, Nov. 25 @ 3 p.m. For Sunday, November 29th

THEATRE I:  “TWILIGHT”
Tues., Thurs. & Fri @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun., &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@

3:00 & 7:00.

Nov. 20Nov. 20th th -- Nov. 26Nov. 26thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE III:  “2012” 
Tues., Thurs. & Fri @ 7:00 & 9:40., Sat., Sun., &

Wed. @ 2:00, 4:45 & 8:00. Mon.,@ 3:00 &
7:00.

THEATRE II:  “A CHRISTMAS CAROL”
Tues., Thurs. & Fri @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun., &

Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@
3:00 & 7:00.

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

PG-13

PG

PG-13

Gabriel E.
Breuer, M.D.

Cardiology
Electrophysiology

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

DOCTORS CLINIC FAMILY HEALTH CENTER
204 SE PARK STREET, OKEECHOBEE

863-467-1660

• Cardiovascular diseases
• Electrophysiology studies

• Cardiac Catheterization
• Implantation of carrdiac devices 

105 Hwy 98 N
Okeechobee

863.763.9983
Open Tues - Sat
4:30 PM - 10 PM
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Five arrested in local drug raid

Long time fi reman to retire

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Lt. Doug Werk retires this weekend af-
ter a lengthy career with Okeechobee 
County Fire Rescue.

David
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Howard
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Teachers
• Calling all teachers: Please, when 

speaking to children, use proper grammar. 
“Littler” is not a word. “Where is it at?” is not 
a proper sentence. Please do not end your 
sentence with a preposition. Pay attention. 
After all, these CHILDREN (Not kids. Kids 
are goats.) are the future of our existence.

• When they 
speak, teachers 
should be set-
ting a good ex-
ample for the 
students. This 
is how the stu-
dents learn. If 
a teacher uses 
slang or incor-
rect language, 
and the students pick it up, how can the 
teacher mark their grade down for using it 
on a test?

• Young children may not be able to tell 
when an adult is using poor language in a 
joking manner. If a teacher uses a slang or 
incorrect word, a young student may copy 
that word use. It is important for teachers to 
chose their words carefully when they are 
around the students. It is also important for 
parents to set a good example, and to cor-
rect their children’s speech if they hear their 
own child make a mistake.

Here comes rationing ...
• Recently in the news, the U.S. Pre-

ventive Services Task Force, a government 
panel of doctors and scientists, also said that 
breast self-exams do no good, and women 
shouldn’t be taught to do them. The report 
recommends that women should get mam-
mograms every two years beginning at age 
50, a reversal of the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s widely accepted position of the past 
two decades that women should have an-

nual mammograms beginning at 40. “This 
comes down to cost containment and 
health rationing. This is not good medicine. 
This is a government-funded panel — not a 
medical group — looking at cost-reduction 
measures,” said Dr. Charles Lackey, chief 
radiologist at the St. Mary’s Breast Center. 
“This board is not peer reviewed. It is act-
ing independently. They have ignored a lot 
of the landmark studies. ”Most frightening, 
Lackey said, is that the recommendation 
may become policy.

• My mother had breast cancer BEFORE 
she was 50. Had it not been for a mammo-
gram, my mother would have been dead by 
now. The doctor was a female and believed 
the same way our family does. I have had 
a mammogram EVERY YEAR for the last 15 
years and there have been some scares....
but, let me tell you that I would rather have it 
detected early than be sorry that I overlooked 
the possibilities of whether it had ever been 
in my family or not. My mother had infi lter-
ating duct carcinoma. So, you can imagine 
just by the name of it about how long she 
may have lived if she had not had a modifi ed 
radical so many years ago. My mother is still 
living today and I am a very grateful woman 
to have a mother who just happened to be 
a nurse. She is my courage and my strength 
when it comes to listening to your body. If 
your doctor doesn’t want to listen to you, 
fi nd another one who will. 

• You have to wonder about the “timing” 
of this release. Is it simply coincidence? Will 
the “Evil Insurance Companies” take this bait 
and disallow future testing? Will the panel 
that made this decision change it’s thoughts 
after peer review (and further derision from 
those it will effect)?

• There are so many types of breast can-
cer. Not all of them can be detected by a 
mammogram. Pretty soon, they’ll do away 
with testing for breast cancer for men be-
cause it also affects them. Just like ovarian 
cancer and testicular cancer... both have 
something to do with the reproductive sys-
tem. What are they gonna do -- start blood 
testing and when your CEAs or C-7s are high 
are they gonna do a complete body scan so 
they can tell you where the cancer is at? Who 
gave these people their medical licenses? It’s 
just like the insurance companies saying we 
aren’t gonna pay for that medication be-
cause it isn’t on our formulary. They aren’t 
doctors either.
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newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.

Okeechobee News
USPS 406-160
Published 3 times a week: Sunday, Wednesday and
Friday by Independent Newspapers, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D • Okeechobee, FL 34974
Periodicals Postage Paid at Okeechobee, FL 34974
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to

Okeechobee News
Circulation Administration
PO Box 7011 • Dover, DE 19903

Staff
Advertising Director: Judy Kasten
Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Janet Madray
Publisher:  Tom Byrd

Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.
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Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

Friday
Tops Take off Pounds Sensibly #669 meets 

at 9 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church, 
200 N.W. Second St. The public is invited. For 
information, contact Ollie Morgret at 800-932-
8677.

A.A. meeting from noon until 1 p.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second 
St. It’s an open meeting.

A.A. meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at the Church 
of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St. It will be an 
open speaker meeting.

Business Women’s Referral Networking 
Luncheon will be held on the third Friday of every 
month at the Brahma Bull Restaurant, 2405 U.S. 
441 S.E., beginning at 11:30 a.m. for networking 
and then lunch. Networking opportunities avail-

able for women in business and is open to the 
public. No membership is required. For informa-
tion, contact Robin Delgado at 800-299-8878; or, 
by e-mail at info@fl ainjurylawyer.com.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a week-
ly meeting, Overeaters Anonymous (OA) meets 
at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church,

312 N. Parrott Avenue on Fridays, 6 until 
7 p.m. (Use 4th Street entrance.) Overeaters
Annonymous is not a diet club. The only require-
ment for membership is a desire to stop eating 
compulsively. For more information call Loretta 
at 863-763-7165 or 863-697-0206.

Saturday
A.A. meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at

Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. Parrott 
Ave. It will be a closed discussion.

Community Calendar

Special to the Okeechobee News/OKMS

State Farm Mixer
OKMS Promotions Chair, Cheryl Daniels, Executive Director Toni Doyle, 
State Farm’s Lori Willard, Glorybee Corona, Jessaka Starr, OKMS Treasurer 
Terry Burroughs, State Farm’s Kim Bringger, Gretchen Robertson, Karen 
Puterbaugh, Judy Douglas, OKMS President Maureen Burroughs and OKMS 
Secretary Mary Chesley. Okeechobee Main Street’s November Mixer was 
hosted by Gretchen Robertson Insurance Agency, State Farm Insurance lo-
cated at 309 NE Second Street. Gretchen and her staff provided a Thanks-
giving Feast of refreshments to over 60 attendees who enjoyed networking, 
and great door prizes. Okeechobee Main Street’s December Mixer will be 
hosted by the Offi ces of Costopoulos & Helton, CPA located at 195 SW 28th 
Street.



Thanks for the support
Habitat for Humanity of Okeechobee 

County would like to thank Lowe’s at Port St. 
Lucie West for donating a very nice (lockable) 
Mailbox to us. They have been very supportive 
of our Habitat Restore as well. Thanks also to 
Raye Deusinger for picking it up and to Wayne 
Brown and Doc Thrift for installing it.

Okeechobee County Habitat for 
Humanity

A Christmas Tale - ‘Dogs for Dogs’
Each and every holiday season, the good 

folks of Okeechobee step up and provide 
food and gifts for the needy. The good folks 
of Okeechobee are some of the most gener-
ous at this wonderful time of the year. There is, 
however, one more segment of the population 
that could use a helping hand. The abandoned, 
abused, neglected, unwanted and orphaned 
animals are sometimes forgotten at this time. 
So...George and Madalyn Duport of George’s 
Hot Dogs is proud to sponsor the fi rst ever an-
nual, “A Christmas Tale - Dogs for Dogs.”

George’s Hot Dogs, 3603 Hwy. 441 S. will 
be collecting monetary donations, pet food 
and supplies form today until Dec. 23. If you 
donate at George’s Hot Dogs for the Humane 
Society Pet Rescue No kill, non-profi t shelter, 
we will feed you!

With every donation, you’ll get a free hot 
dog and drink and be helping the animals at 
the shelter!

Donations will be accepted daily at Mid-
Florida Hardware. Cash, checks or items are ac-
cepted and appreciated. Checks can be made 
payable to: Humane Society Pet Rescue FL, Inc. 
Donations made during George’s off hours will 
be accepted at Mid-Florida Hardware, (Sunday 
and Monday). When we’re closed, a coupon 
will be given at Mid-Florida Hardware for a free 
hot dog and a drink to be used during regular 
hours of operation, Tuesday-Saturday, from 10 
a.m. until 3 p.m.

Presentation of donations to the Humane 
Society Pet Rescue FL, Inc. will be on Dec. 23 
along with a giant Christmas card signed by all 
the generous donors.

So, while you’re at the grocery story buying 
for your pet, please pick up a little extra for the 
shelter pets too! We hope that all of you animal 
lovers with big caring hearts will take that extra 
little step to help the less fortunate shelter ani-
mals during the holiday season.

Your contributions are tax deductible if the 
donor received nothing in return.

Thank you all in advance, 
Humane Society Pet Rescue FL, Inc. 
George and Madalyn Dupont of 
George’s Hot Dogs, 
Mid-Florida Hardware, 
Winn-Dixie and 
The Sign Guy.

God bless Okeechobee
I’m a part time resident of Okeechobee. I re-

side here based on the aesthetics of the town, 
the genuine friends I meet here, the proxim-
ity of beach, cultural activities and shopping, 
and obviously the weather in the winter. Yes, 
I “own” a home in Okeechobee and pay the 
exorbitant taxes, ridiculous fees for permits to 
improve my property, outrageous water bills 
and whatever else the City of Okeechobee can 
pass and enforce on those few new residents 
who can be attracted to life in what used to 
be a robust and enviable area for fi shing and 
seasonal bliss.

Yes, I was thrilled to see our city attract and 
embrace Home Depot as a thriving, competi-
tive and ambitious national entity to serve the 
needs of our residents. No more need to drive 
to Lowe’s in Ft. Pierce or West Palm. Then 
along comes Trevor Keezer and Okeechobee 
makes NATIONAL news!

Trevor is a “home town” young man, ob-
viously possessing personal and religious val-
ues. He was hired by Home Depot and real-
ized tenure of almost 1-1/2 years. Being retired 
from a Fortune 500 company, I respect com-
pany policies; but, I question how he could 
be employed here for almost the same length 
of time, and just now be singled out for wear-
ing/displaying a “button” on his orange apron 
which declared an excerpt from our “Pledge 
of Allegiance,” viz., “One nation under God, 
indivisible...”? So what! Have we as a city, or 
nation, forgotten the horror and sacrifi ces of 
the events of Sept. 11, 2001?

As a part time resident of this community, I 
have shopped Home Depot many times since 
the grand opening and have been assisted by 
a female employee whose orange apron was 
adorned with multiple “hat pins” of various 
slogans and nature. It would appear the man-
agement of this location was lenient towards 
more than one employee. Sadly, I can appreci-
ate the fact that if Mr. Keezer was bringing his 
Bible to work that it could become an ethical 
issue, but what difference is that versus another 
employee bring a steamy Danielle Steel novel 
to work (as long as a they are reading only on 
their allotted break or lunch time?)

We can all fi nd fault with personal issues 
and beliefs. The good news is that this is-
sue (by whatever means of default) has put 
Okeechobee back on the map! Okeechobee 
is a great town to live, vacation, or winterize. 
I hope that we as a city will remain true to the 
values of country (and let’s remember that Mr. 
Keezer’s brother is currently serving in Iraq to 
protect the values we all cherish). May God 
bless America and Okeechobee.

K. Mueller

Letter to former relative in law
Thank you for choosing the glamorous 

drug life rather than lead your children into this 
world proudly. 

Take a breather, the people who truly love 
these remarkable children will still make this 
holiday season a memorable one. However, 
your memory chronicled in the Okeechobee 
News concerning another arrest for narcotics 
will end in banishment. 

Through the community of Okeechobee 
readers, you are formally being told to stay 
away from my family. You see, the drug com-
munity you are so famous in is dangerous to 
my kids and puts the safety of anyone near you 
in jeopardy.

As a member of the institutionalized group 
of few that know the DCF loopholes, you rely 
on your single parent status, and “poor me” 
pouting that you have revolutionized in keep-
ing yourself out of the prison system. You have 
mastered the technique of using your children 
like pawns to avoid court sanctions but this has 
only prolonged the inevitable which is prison 
time. 

Other drug dealers could save years of cor-
rectional time by having conversations with 
you; you’re a regular jail house attorney. Again, 
you have outsmarted us all. But wait. Let all the 
agencies that have historically supported you 
catch up to your recent illegal activities. 

Through DCF you were given the chance 
to go to IRSC for free, which you initially suc-
ceeded in doing. Maybe the prospects of an-
other population of clientele that you had not 
previously thought of corrupting made getting 
decent grades easier for you. It’s truly a hard life 
when someone else pays for your school, you 
can almost hear this community of Okeecho-
bee shed a tear. 

Through DCF, you were given money for 
children’s well being, as you have never had the 
means, desire or resources to take care of them 
fi nancially yourself. This money was meant to 
pay for food, day care, clothing, and basic es-
sentials. Instead of using your free time fi nding 
a job, this DCF stipend was used to pay a $250 
co-pay to a treasure coast prescription mill.

Thank you to the local sports team you used 
to disguise the “new and improved” person you 
acted as being for banning you from further 
involvement. Note: Let there be background 
checks on coaches or persons actively involv-
ing themselves in organized sports as there 
was a criminal around these children. No more 
unsuspecting parents and children should be 
around you to be potential victims to this life-
style choice.

With drug dealing, there are guns with bul-
lets, bad deals and money owed, criminals 
committing crimes anywhere, possessions 
stolen, con men scoping out the fact that your 
house is empty while you’re at the game, etc. 

The environment is here in Okeechobee, 
but it is not going to win the foundation this 
community is built on. 

So to my former relative-in-law I say this:  
Let the DEA and law enforcement build its case 
on you, let DCF come to your rescue again, let 
your private attorney represent you again, let 
the court process begin again. This is the only 
world you know, it’s the only world that you 
love. You are that famous superstar. Thank you 
for shining in the eyes of this community. But 
remember, let this false celebrity status happen 
away from my family until those heavy steel 
doors clank shut.

PS Your children are fi ne, they will again be 
taken care of by the person they already call 
mom.  

J. Smith, Okeechobee

At a
time when newspapers
everywhere are struggling to survive,
you can show your support for your
Okeechobee News newspaper by

purchasing an e-subscription. 
It’s less than 50 cents per issue.

You’ll receive an email with a live
link to the latest issue. 

This will allow you to read the entire
newspaper online --- 

even when you’re traveling. 

Please call 1-800-282-8586 
or subscribe online at 

http://circulation.newszap.com 

Support unbiased   
local 

journalism!

www.crashinjuries.com

Accident Victims...
Call Us First!

Phones answered
24-Hours,7 days-a-week!

467-7100
114 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

FREE Consultation
Se Habla Español

• Tractor Trailer Crashes
• Auto Crashes

• Motorcycle Crashes
• Wrongful Death

A C C I D E N T L A W O F F I C E S O F
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Lotteries
Florida Lottery —  Here are the num-

bers selected Wednesday in the Florida Lot-
tery: Cash 3: 7-1-7; Play 4: 8-1-2-9; Fanta-
sy 5: 7-15-21-23-31; Mega Money: 4-5-6-16 
MB 21; Florida Lotto: 1-3-4-8-13-43 X 3; 
Powerball: 32-42-50-58-59 PB31 x4. Num-
bers drawn Thursday, Cash 3: 8-8-8; Play 
4: 6-7-1-8.

Today: Patchy fog before 7am. Otherwise, 
mostly sunny, with a high near 82. Calm wind 
becoming north northeast around 5 mph.

Tonight: Areas of fog after 2am. Other-
wise, partly cloudy, with a low around 62. 
East northeast wind around 5 mph becom-
ing calm.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: A 20 percent chance of show-

ers. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 85. Calm 
wind becoming east southeast between 5 
and 10 mph. 

Saturday Night: A 20 percent chance of 
showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
64. East southeast wind around 5 mph be-
coming calm

Okeechobee Forecast

Letters to the editor



Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Donna Jean McLaury, 65
OKEECHOBEE — Donna Jean McLaury, age 

65, of Okeechobee, died Wednesday, Nov. 18, 
2009,  in Treasure Coast Hospice. Born May 12, 
1944, in Wellsville, Kan., she had been a resi-
dent for the past three years.  

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
James Robert McLaury.

She is survived by her daughters, Kelli Morris 
(Walter) of Okeechobee, Sheri Saberniak 
(James) of Okeechobee, Debbie Stevens (Dan-
ny) of Wichita, Kan., andVicki Bakula (Larry) of 
Wichita, Kan.; sister, Audrey Howard of Bald-
win, Kan.; niece, Patty Carpenter of Baldwin, 
Kan.; 11 grandchildren and ten great-grandchil-
dren.

There will be no public visitation or services.
All arrangements are under the direction and 

care of the Buxton Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 110 NE 5th Street, Okeechobee, Fl.

Robert L. ‘Bob’ Alderman, 83
OKEECHOBEE — Robert L. “Bob” Alderman, 

83, of Okeechobee, went home to be with the 
Lord Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2009.

Born April 23, 1926, in Basinger to Joseph and 
Martha Alderman, 
Bob worked as the 
Chief Bailiff for 
Okeechobee County 
Sherriff ’s Offi ce. He 
was a member of 
Oakview Baptist 
Church. He served in 
World War II in the 
U.S. Navy and was 
married to Patricia 
Alderman.

Bob was preceded 
in death by his parents, Joseph and Martha Al-
derman; two brothers, JT and Blain; and his 
wife, Betty Sue Alderman. 

Bob leaves behind his wife, Patricia; two sons, 
David Roy and Robert “Bobby” Alderman; 11 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 
Bob will be greatly missed.

Visitation will be 4 to 7 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
21, at Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home. Funeral 
services will be 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22, at First 
Baptist Church with Pastor Randy Huckabee 
and Pastor John Garrison offi ciating. Interment 
will follow at Basinger Cemetery.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com. All arrangements are en-
trusted to the loving care of Bass Okeechobee 
Funeral Home and Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, 
Okeechobee, Fl 34972.

James ‘Jimmy’ Randall Bell, 60
OKEECHOBEE — James “Jimmy” Randall 

Bell, age 60, of Okeechobee, died Monday, Nov. 
16, 2009, in Raulerson Hospital.

Born Dec. 10, 1948, in West Palm Beach, he 
had been a lifetime resident of Okeechobee. 
Jimmy graduated from Okeechobee High 
School in 1967 and 
from Indian River 
Community College 
with an AA degree.  
He served in the 
United States Navy 
from 1969-1973 dur-
ing the Vietnam Era. 
He enjoyed camp-
ing, fi shing, traveling 
reading, music and 
crosswords. 

Jimmy was hon-
ored by 
South Florida Water Management in 
West Palm Beach and presented with a heroism 
award for his brave act of pulling a drowning 
woman from Taylor Creek behind his house.  
He pulled her from the bottom of the creek and 
her life was saved. This was Jimmy’s nature, to 
always help anyone in need.

He worked for South Florida Water Manage-
ment for over 30 years. 

He was preceded in death by father, Robert 
Bell;  mother, Thelma Kent Bell Blashaw;  step-
father, Stan Blashaw.

He is survived by loving wife of 28 years, Ann 
Bell; treasured pet, Mr. Kat; brother, Kent (Sher-
ry) Bell of Virginia; goddaughter, Mary (Ben) 
Bullington, God grandson, Caleb Bullington of 
Okeechobee; sisters-in-law, Virginia (Robie) 
Wallace of West Virginia and Charlotte (Bill) 
Seaman of Sebring; and many aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews.

A memorial service was 2 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 19, in the Buxton Funeral Chapel.

In lieu of fl owers the family has requested do-
nations be made to Hospice of Okeechobee at 
P.O. Box 1548 , Okeechobee, FL 34973 . 

All arrangements are under the direction and 
care of the Buxton Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 110 NE 5th Street, Okeechobee, Florida. On-
line Condolences may be made at www.bux-
tonfuneralhome.com.

Janice J. Harden, 69
OKEECHOBEE — Janice J. Harden, age 69, of 

Okeechobee, passed away Nov. 18, 2009, at 
Treasure Coast Hospice.

Born March 17, 1940, in Moultrie, Ga., to Hu-
bert and Iris White 
she came to Okee-
chobee in 1965. She 
was a cook and of 
the Baptist faith.

Ms. Harden is sur-
vived by her daugh-
ter, Lockie Wolf 
(Roy, Sr.); two sis-
ters, Betty Wilkerson 
(John) and Joyce 
Tredway, all of 
Okeechobee; four 
b r o t h -
ers, Guy White (Nancy) of Mt. Dora, Fla., 
Gerald White (Dee) of California, Steven White 
(Marilyn) of Hopkinsville, Ky., and Larry White 
of Okeechobee; three grandchildren, Jessica 
Slovenski (Adam), Roy Wolf, Jr., and Brandon 
Wolf; and one great-granddaughter, Hayden 
Grace Slovenski.

Memorial services will be 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 21, at Bass Okeechobee Chapel.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

Obituaries
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Sign guestbooks at
http://www.legacy.com

Church to hold benefi t yard sale
Ft. Drum Community Church will be host-

ing a yard sale and bake sale on Saturday, 

Nov. 21, beginning at 8 a.m. Proceeds will 

be used to help off-set expenses for medical 

treatments for a member of our church.

Church Bazaar Saturday
The Quilters and LWML of Peace Lu-

theran Church, 750 NW 23rd Lane, will have 

a bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 21. There will

be crafts, baked good and Christmas gifts. 

A lunch ticket may be purchased. Refresh-

ments will be available. The hours are 8 a.m. 

until 4 p.m. Call Donna at 863-763-7056 for 

more information.

Eagles to host Turkey shoot
The Fraternal Order of Eagles 4137 will 

host a Turkey Shoot on Nov. 21 and 22 

with a Men’s Turkey Shoot from 9 a.m. un-

til... and a Ladies Yard Sale. Items can be 

donated after Nov. 19 or come join us and 

bring your items to sell and donate 25 per-

cent back to Ladies Auxiliary. The proceeds 

from the sale will benefi t Snowball Charities. 

Breakfast will available on Sunday, Nov. 22, 

from 8:30-11 a.m. Pulled pork sandwiches, 

hamburgers, hot dogs and French fries will 

be available both days. For more informa-

tion, please call 863-763-2552.

Community Events



2008

Monday–Friday
8am–8pm
Saturday
9am–5pm

Se Habla Español

SHELBY
& ROUSH

MUSTANGS
IN STOCK!

CALL NOW!
5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce • 1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1 • Ft. Pierce 461-6000
CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673)

“From Our Family To Yours For Over 75 Years.”

Your Internet Representative Hank Basile at Sunrise-Ford.com*Based on 2008 Ford Motor Company Dealer Ranking for total new retail vehicle sales registrations for the
4-county area of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties.

#1 VOLUME FORD DEALER ON THE TREASURE COAST!

THANKS GIVINGTHANKS GIVING
us your business!

forV

us your business!
We will be closed
Thanksgiving Day.

NEW 2009 FORD

FOCUS SE
COUPE

NEW 2009 FORD

MUSTANG GT
COUPE

NEW 2009 FORD

F-150 STX

NEW 2010 FORD

EDGE SE

$21,999
FINAL PRICE

$10,075
FINAL PRICE

$22,389
FINAL PRICE

$18,978
FINAL PRICE

MSRP..............................$16,895
Discounts & Rebates ......$3,800

$13,075

Any Old Trade Worth........$3,000

MSRP............................$27,365
Discounts & Rebates ....$5,387

$21,978

Any Old Trade Worth......$3,000

MSRP..............................$28,635
Discounts & Rebates ......$3,636

$24,999

Any Old Trade Worth........$3,000

MSRP..............................$31,310
Discounts & Rebates ......$5,921

$25,389

Any Old Trade Worth........$3,000

All Power, CD, Alloys, Graphics Pkg.! #9498

300 HP V8, Leather, All Power, 18” Alloys,
America’s Favorite Sports Car! #9031

NEW 2010 FORD

F-250
SUPER DUTY

$22,237
FINAL PRICE

MSRP............................$28,355
Discounts & Rebates......$3,118

$25,237

Any Old Trade Worth......$3,000

Triton V8, Auto., A/C, Stereo, Tow Pkg.
& More! #10166

NEW 2010 FORD

FLEX SEL

$28,765
FINAL PRICE

MSRP............................$35,590
Discounts & Rebates ....$3,825

$31,765

Any Old Trade Worth......$3,000

Lthr., Rear A/C, All Pwr., Sony 12 Speaker
Sound, Platinum Paint & More! #10132

V8, Auto., Trailer Tow, Power Pkg., CD,
Alloys, Limited Slip & More! #9496

All Power, Alloys, CD & More!
Rated a “Best Buy!” #10060

0% APR for 60 mos.

0% APR for 60 mos. 1.9% APR for 60 mos.

1.9% APR for 60 mos.

‘07 FORD EDGE SEL PLUS
LIGHT TAN, LTHR., MNRF., SUPER SOUND,
WARRANTY, 30,200 MILES, #R3606

$24,779
‘07 FORD EXP. SPORT TRAC XLT
4X2, 4.0 V6, REDFIRE METALLIC,
NEUTRAL CLOTH, HARD BED COVER,
31,250 MILES, #P3601

$21,997
‘08 CHEVY MALIBU LTZ
NAVY BLUE, TWO TONE LEATHER,
25,300 MILES, EXTRA CLEAN, HARD
TO FIND! #9002A

$19,995
‘05 FORD F-150 SUPERCAB STX

4X4, V8, AUTO., BROWN METALLIC,
RUBBER FLOOR, CD STEREO! #P3572

$18,995
‘08 FORD FOCUS SE
4 DR., AUTO., LIGHT ICE BLUE, CD, ALLOYS,
EXTRA CLEAN, LOW MILES! #P3584

$15,295
‘08 FORD FOCUS SE SEDAN
POWER PKG., AUTO., CD, ALLOYS, WHITE
BEAUTY, 9,900 MILES, HURRY! #R3605

$15,229
‘08 FORD FOCUS S
2 DR. COUPE, AUTO., CD STEREO, ALLOY
STYLE WHEELS, 14,200 MILES, BALANCE
OF FACTORY WARRANTY! #P3585

$14,895
‘05 MERCURY MONTEREY PREM.
LUXURY VAN, LEATHER/SUEDE,
ALL POWER, 7 PASSENGER, DUAL A/C,
WHITE PEARL, ONLY 53K MILES! #R3603

$12,888

PRE-OWNED
FINAL LIQUIDATION PRICES!

JUST
ARRIVED!

* *

* *

* *
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The 2008 – 2009 Medical Information Guide is available online at 

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

HEALTHCARE

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.
Specializing in:

Adult & Pediatric
Urology

Bladder & Kidney Infections
Impotence/Implants

No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.
Okeechobee 

(863) 763-0217

Board Certified In Urology

UROLOGY
We Love toWe Love to Care. . .Care. . .

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility

1646 Highway 441 North  
Call 863-763-2226 
for a Personalized Tour with SandyFive-Star Rating

�����

Family Owned & Operated, providing care to elderly
citizens of Okeechobee and surrounding counties

since December 1984
• Available 24 Hours/7 Days a Week
• Long-Term Care Available
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s Unit
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Stimulating Daily Activities

Rehab, Physical, Occupational, Speech
and Out-Patient Therapies

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME

MRI

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN MRI

115 NE
3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

Caring for Those You Care About

120 BEDS

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

We are one of only 200 can-
cer treatment centers
worldwide to offer this cut-
ting edge technology that
translates to higher cancer
control rates and minimal
side effects and toxicity.
For more information, please

contact the Radiation
Oncology experts at 

(863) 467-9500
www.tomotherapy.com

The physicians who brought you the Cyberknife
Radiosurgery system now offer a new ray of hope for

our cancer patients:

Big Lake Cancer Center

Together we can win the battle against cancer. . .today!

Tomotherapy® Hi-Art® Treatment System

Coastal Cyberknife & Radiation Oncology
5550 S US Hwy 1 • Ft. Pierce

(772) 293-0377

Coastal Radiation Oncology
931 37th Place• Vero Beach

(772) 774-4182

(863) 467-95001115 N. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee

Ramesh Kumar, MD 
William Crook, MD 
Julie Santelli, MD

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

316 NW 5th St • Okeechobee
863-467-6399 • Lic # NR30211249

Home Care 
In Your Home

1 Hour Per Day up to 24 Hours a Day

• Live In
• Companions
• C.N.A.

SSShhiirrlleeyy’’ss
PPeerrssoonnaall  CCaarree  SSeerrvviicceess,,  IInncc..

Bonded & Insured

PERSONAL CARE

Visit us
online at
newszap.com

http://specialsections.newszap.com

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

Optical Gallery

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

763-4334

763-3403
Silviano Matamoros, M.D.

Board Certified Eye
Physician & Surgeon

357-4899
Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and Contact
Lens Exams

Advanced Cataract Microsurgery
Diabetic Eye Exams

Glaucoma Evaluation &
Treatment

State of the Art Complete 
Optical Laboratory

Eyeglasses and Contact Lenses

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

Jay S. Berger, M.D. 
of the Berger Clinic 
is relocating as of 

Monday, November 9, 2009
Okeechobee Medical Park

1713 Hwy 441 North, Suite D
(863) 467-1117

(on the south side of the OLD rodeo grounds
across the street from the hospital)

INTERNAL MEDICINE
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Reach More
Customers with
Just One Call!

Advertise in the
Okeechobee

News
Call 763-3134

today!

HEALTH

MAKE YOUR RESOLUTION!?
Start Now and Get Those Extra Pounds off BEFORE the New Year

Denise is happier than ever!

She had lost 50 lbs 

and 55 inches

Lose Up to
40 pounds

in just 
8 weeks!!!

* Lose 3-5 lbs.per week * Physician Supervised* 
* Results Guaranteed in writing * No Hunger *
* No Diet Pills * Private Counseling * 
* Programs for Men and Women*

Call today for your free consultation!!
863-357-9967 * 414 S. Parrott Ave. 

TREASURE COAST
DERMATOLOGY

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

Protecting the
Health of

Your Skin
with a

Rigorous
Focus

on Skin Cancer 
Detection

and

Treatment

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

www.tcdermatology.com
FELLOW OF THE 

AMERICAN SOCIETY 
FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY 
THE AMERICAN BOARD OF 

DERMATOLOGY

1713 US Highway 441 N., Suite G
 (across from Raulerson Hospital)

863-467-9555

Visit our
New Okeechobee 

Location

DERMATOLOGY

ENDOCRINOLOGY

202 NE 2nd St., 
Ste. 3 & 4, Okeechobee

(863) 467-2159

Gabriel 
Guerrero, M.D.

Endocrinology
Internal Medicine

Same Day
Appointments Available

• Residency in Internal Medicine at the 
University of Miami

• Fellowship in Endocrinology, Diabetes and 
Metabolism at the University of Miami

• Board Certified in Endocrinology, 
Diabetes and Metabolism

• Board Certified in Internal Medicine
"Specialized in the care of

Diabetes, Thyroid, Cholesterol,
Osteosporosis and other

Endocrinologic conditions”

Free Hearing

Evaluations

Better Hearing Starts Today!

CCall
863-467-5333

Hearing Care Centers

3545 Hwy 441 S • Okeechobee

HEARING CARE CENTER

S. Scott Tapper, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Board Certified General Vascular Surgeon

22169 S.E. Ocean Blvd.
Stuart

Specializing in the Removal of Varicose Veins
� Minimally Invasive In 

Office Procedure

� Performed more than 
1000 Endo Venous Laser 
Ablation procedures

� Insurance Accepted

Before After

symmetrylaservein.com

772-286-5501

VVaarriiccoossee
VVeeiinnss

VARICOSE VEIN REMOVAL

The Key to a
Successful
Business is
Advertising!

Advertise in the
Okeechobee

News

Call 763-3134
today!
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“This is the opportunity to think outside 
the box,” Lee Newsome of EREC told the 
participants. “Be realistic with the resources 
you have.”

Among the participants in the exercise 
were city and county fi refi ghters, city and 
county law enforcement offers. EMS person-
nel, health department personnel, county 
employees and the American Red Cross. 

The day-long exercise was divided into 
three modules. Module 1 was concerned 
with notifi cation and initial response. Model 
2 was involved with ongoing operations and 
Module 3 was the transition to recovery. 

Four clusters of tables were placed around 
the large conference room. One cluster was 
for law enforcement, one was for fi refi ght-
ers, one was for Health/EMs and one was for 
incident command/county management/
public schools. 

Each table had a facilitator and a person 
to make note of actions taken. Yellow shirt-
ed observers from EREC huddled around 
the action. Each group had a large aerial 
photograph of the area of the accident and 
worked on the problems of the scenario ac-
cording their particular area of expertise and 
communicated with the other three groups 
as necessary. To add an element of urgency, 
large digital clocks around the room count-
ed down the 45 minutes allotted for each 
module. 

At the end of each module, the four 
groups each reported on their actions and 
there was a group discussion. After the three 

modules were acted out, the entire exercise 
was discussed and evaluated. An after inci-
dent report will be prepared and copies sent 
to all participating organizations.

Bill Douglas, assistant chief of the city 
fi re department thought it was a great ex-
ercise. He said he has been a fi refi ghter for 
25 years and he has always been concerned 
about a hazardous materials incident. He 
said Okeechobee would have to rely on 
surrounding counties to supply a hazard-
ous materials disposal team. Depending on 
which county could spare a crew, response 
time could be longer than desired. He feels 
these exercises should be conducted once 
a year. Assistant Chief Douglas said that one 
of the weaknesses in such a situation is lack 
of manpower. He said that his department 
has the minimum number of personnel and 
county fi re/rescue is undermanned. How-
ever, he said that one of the strengths that 
this exercise brought out was that everyone 
involved knew everyone else and they com-
municated well.

Under Sheriff Noel Stephen thought the 
exercise was a very good thing. He said that 
one of the strengths brought out by the ex-
ercise was the ability of the various agencies 
to work together. 

“We check our pride at the door and 
do whatever needs to be done,” he said 
referring the fact that some senior offi cials 
yielded authority to lesser offi cials in order 
to effectively accomplish what needed to be 
done.

It went very well,” said Mitch Smeykal, 
preparedness and response coordinator 
with the Florida Department of Health. “We 
did fi nd some things to work on. We put a 

lot of people in situations they had never 
been in and everybody did well.” He said it 
would be 10 to 20 days before the after inci-
dent report would be available.

In addition to training Okeechobee 
County emergency workers in a scenario 
that was designed to take into consideration 
the geographic layout of the county and the 
resources available to county offi cials, the 
exercise served another purpose. The action 
in the conference room was broadcast live 
over the internet. In the observation room, 
where a large screen displayed the action in 
the conference room, a conference call was 
ongoing with state and county emergency 
management offi cials around the state. They 
were observing the exercise via internet 
and through the conference call they were 
informed of the details of planning and or-
ganizing the exercise and were able to ask 
questions about the mechanics of the exer-
cise. As a result, they will be able to take this 
information and develop a training exercise 
tailored to their specifi c needs.

This was the fi rst time such a training ex-
ercise had involved a live broadcast and a 
conference call.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues 
Forum at www.newszap.com. Reporter 
Pete Gawda can be reached at pgawda@
newszap.com.

TREASURE COAST
DERMATOLOGY

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

Protecting the 
Health of 

Your Skin 
with a 

Rigorous 
Focus 

on Skin Cancer 
Detection 

and 
Treatment

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

www.tcdermatology.com
FELLOW OF THE 

AMERICAN SOCIETY 
FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY 
THE AMERICAN BOARD OF 

DERMATOLOGY

1713 US Highway 441 N., Suite G  
 (across from Raulerson Hospital)

863-467-9555

Visit our 
New Okeechobee 

Location

Okeechobee News

Meet Y our
Local Merch

ants

A S a l u t e  t o  t h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  L o c a l  B u s i n e s s

Available 24/7 

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1
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change order for the Data MIS building 
project that decreases the total contract by 
$44,095. The total contract was reduced to 
$1.22 million.

The savings comes from direct purchase 
of furniture for the new building. The School 
Board, as a public entity, does not pay sales 
taxes on these purchases.

The board also approved a memoran-
dum of understanding with Okeechobee 
County to use the new Florida Statewide 
Law Enforcement Communications System. 
The districts cost is $40,639.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Patricia 

Cooper said the new system will improve 
communications dramatically. She stated 
the radio’s would have come in handy dur-
ing the storms of 2005.

Okeechobee High School received 
$96,902 for their improvement on the state 
FCAT and grading system last year. Yearling 
Middle School received $54,339. Central 
Elementary School received $32,350, Ever-
glades Elementary received $46,892, North 
Elementary received $47,554, and Seminole 
Elementary received $39,442. Employees of 
these schools vote to decide how to divide 
the payments amongst their employees.

Girl Scout Troop 60599 presented the col-
ors and led the crowd in the pledge of al-
legiance.

School
Continued From Page 1

Emergency
Continued From Page 1

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Gary Barber of animal control and Lynn 
Hooks of emergency management dis-
cuss solutions to the problems pre-
sented by the fi ctitious scenario of a 
emergency response training exercise 
held Wednesday, Nov. 18 at the Wil-
liamson Conference Center. The large 
digital clock in the background indi-
cates that there are 22 minutes and 10 
seconds left to complete that particular 
training module.

Central Elementary teacher Stella 
Fulleda and students like Hailey 
Spearow were honored for a fourth 
grade art project that studied promi-
nent hispanic people in history.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Patricia 
Cooper honored Debbie Gillis (right) 
for her 2009 Mathematics Educator of 
the year award from the Florida Coun-
cil of Teachers of Mathematics.



The Ultimate
Game Day Meal

starts here.

Pick up a different 
tailgating feast

each week during 
the season,

at one location
inside the store.

Visit
theultimatetailgateparty.com

for your next play.

THE OFF ICIAL
SUPERMARKE T OF THE

MIAMI DOLPHINS.

Boar’s Head®

All American Platter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3399
Turkey, Ham, Yellow American Cheese, and Swiss Cheese, 
Garnished With Jumbo Olives, Small, Serves 8 to 12, each 
SAVE UP TO 6.00

Hellmann’s
Mayonnaise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .M1m
Assorted Varieties, 30-oz jar Quantity rights reserved.
SAVE UP TO 4.93

Snyder’s of Hanover
Pretzel Pieces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .M2500
Or Nibblers, Assorted Varieties, 10-oz bag
SAVE UP TO .98 ON 2

Publix Deli
Macaroni Salad. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1m
For Fast Service, Grab & Go!, Located in the Publix Deli,
32-oz cont. 
SAVE UP TO 3.69

Moet & Chandon
Imperial Champagne                                                                                                   .    . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 3199
750-ml bot. 
SAVE UP TO 5.00

MIAMI
vs.

CAROLINA
8:20 p.m.,
Thursday,

Nov. 19

French Hamburger Buns,
8-Count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279
Handmade in Our Bakery, Baked Fresh Throughout the Day, 
From the Publix Bakery, 16-oz pkg. 
SAVE UP TO .50

The Ultimate
Game Day Meal

starts here.

Prices effective Thursday, November 19 through Wednesday, November 25, 2009. 
Only in Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River, Okeechobee and Monroe Counties.

Any item carried by Publix GreenWise Market will be at the Publix advertised sale price. Quantity rights reserved.
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The Big ‘O’ Teen Anglers, Inc., held their 
monthly tournament on Oct. 31, at Okee-
Tantie.

Twenty anglers took to the water and 
came back with 44 fi sh weighing a total of 
77.62 lbs.

The winners in the 11-14 age group 
were:

1st - Jose Hernandez 8.20 lbs.
2nd - Luke Farmer 7.69 lbs.
3rd - Logan Bohannon 4.88 lbs. and big 

fi sh 3.05 lbs.
The winners in the 15-18 age group 

were:
1st - Garrett Farmer 11.92 lbs.
2nd - Kyle Monti 11.30 lbs. No photo
3rd - Ryan Mellette 10.98 lbs. No photo
Big Fish - Melissa Floyd 4.60 lbs.
We’d like to thank our boat captains: 

Ernie Johnson, Carl Lewis, Kenny Farmer, 
Mike Ingram, Leroy Bauer, Richard Stislitz, 
Ken Hall, Skip Jeslowski, Bill Sietz, and Mike 
Zubricky.

Teen Anglers get their share of ‘Big fi sh’

The team of Jim Wilson and Danny Nor-

ton took fi rst place at the November Chris-

tian Team Trails fi shing tournament. There 

were a total of 43 boats entered in the tour-

nament this month. The top eight teams 

were part of the pay out. Wilson and Norton 

brought 17.33 lbs. of fi sh to the scales for the 

win. Following in second place with a total 

of 15.62 lbs. of fi sh as well as placing second 

in the big fi sh category with a 5.96 lb. fi sh, 

was the team of Bill Rose and Craig Smith.

The team of Mac Russell and Beau Rod-

gers came in third place with a total weight 

of 14.11 lbs. Fourth place as well as the fi rst 

place Big Fish went too the team of Jeff R. 

Vest and Danny Stinnett with 13.23 lbs. total 

and a 6.21 lb. big fi sh.

Fifth place through eighth place was as 

follows:

Fifth place: Ernie Johnson and David 

Johnson - total weight, 12.77 lbs.

Sixth place: John Burke and Jim Hurlock 

- total weight, 12.12 lbs.

Seventh place: Justin Schwier and Juan 

Ruiz - total weight, 12.09 lbs.

Eighth place: Charles Horton and Jimmy 

Burton - total weight, 11.83 lbs.

Wilson, 
Norton win 
big at CTT 
tourney

Special to the Okeechobee News

Luke Farmer, 2nd in 
the 11-14 group.

Jose Hernandez, 1st in 
the 11-14 age group.

Garett Farmer, 1st, in the  
15-18 age group.

Melissa Floyd, Won 
the Big Fish award.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Jeff R. Vest and Danny Stinnett, 4th 
place. First for big fi sh.

Jim Wilson and Danny Norton, 1st 
place.

Mac Russell and Beau Rodgers, 3rd 
place.

Logan Bohannon, 
3rd  in the 11-14 age 
group.

Bill Rose and Craig Smith, 2nd place 
and 2nd for big fi sh.

Church of our Saviour Episcopal 
Church, 200 NW Third St., will hold its 
Second Annual Concert “Beginnings and 
Beyond...the Lake” on 6:16 p.m. on Nov. 
21. This year the concert will have an 
entirely different format and will benefi t 
Healthy Families. The event will begin in the 
courtyard with a performance by the Cho-
bee Steelers. This steel drum band is made 
up of young men that are studying this art 
and are sponsored by the First Missionary 
Baptist Church and Martha’s House. They 

will perform until 7 p.m. After that, the con-
cert will begin in the church and will fea-
ture member of the music faculty at Florida 
Atlantic University. The Cuvier Trio is an 
early music ensemble and will perform se-
lections from several different composers. 
These ensembles, together with the music 
staff of Okeechobee Music promises to be a 
diverse and enjoyable evening. The admis-
sion for the concert is a package of diapers. 
Cash donations will also be accepted and 
appreciated. Refreshments will be served.

Church hosts benefi t concert
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If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in
our EZPay

subscription plan, you’ll
not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 
s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you
can read YOUR

newspaper 
anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value
of $72 --
Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is
the most convenient way to pay for
your subscription.  Once it’s set up,
it’s automatic every month.  And with
no bills, no checks and no mail,
EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:
https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:
readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586
It’s all about you, your news, your 

neighbors, your life
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

After 20 years of their own collecting 
and inheriting his mother’s and her father’s 
collections, John and Rosemary Gurney 
decided to open a shop. Mr. Gurney said 
their house was referred to as “Gurney Mu-
seum.”

Bearshop Exchange and Collectibles 
at 118 SW Fourth Ave., has knives, pocket 
watches, Zippo lighters and glassware. 
They have Steiff teddy bears which are con-
sidered the “Cadillac” of stuffed animals. 
These bears were made by Richard Steiff 
in Germany in the early 1900s. At the Bear-
shop Exchange you will also fi nd toy circus 
wagons, clocks, rare teacup collections, 
45 RPM records, collections of matchbook 
covers, music boxes, toy cars and trucks in-
cluding full size and miniature Hess trucks 
and much more!

The shop is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday and the tele-
phone number is 863-467-1217.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 

at www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda 

can be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Bearshop Exchange started with family treasures

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
John and Rosemary Gurney, who own Bearshop Exchange Antiques and Col-
lectibles, carry an amazing array of rare and collectible items.

Special to the Okeechobee News

Poker Run
If you were not at Big Mike’s Sports 
Grill on Saturday, Oct. 24, you 
missed a bike load of fun. There 
was a poker run, 50/50 drawing, 
door prizes, raffl es, live music, 
barbecue plates and lots more. 
Proceeds went to Martha’s House, 
a local domestic violence shelter. 
This was a very successful event. A 
big High Five goes out to the staff 
of Big Mike’s for all your hard work. 
Looking forward to next year.

Students of the week
Osceola Middle School Students of 
the Week for the week of Nov. 2-6, 
are pictured. They wanted to thank 
Domino’s for supporting our kids as 
they continue Achieving Excellence 
- Aiming for an A! From left to right 
are: Jessica Olney, Heaven Felten-
berger, Mia Murray, Trisha Digao, 
Justin Hunter, Dylan McClanahan, 
Zane Moreland; (Not pictured: Tyler 
Elliott).Special to the Okeechobee News/OMS

Special to the Okeechobee News/Everglades Elementary

Students of the Week
Students selected as Students of the Week for the week of Nov. 16-20 include: 
Kindergarten students, Brandon Ray, Mariah Smith, David Bayless, Rhyleigh 
Tingle; fi rst graders, Makayla Burnham, CJ Kinder, Savannah Brown; sec-
ond grade students, Samantha Arteaga, Hunter Hulen, Kevin Alavez, Rocio 
Garcia, Kevin Dryden, Hayley Underhill, Gabriella Carrillo; third graders, 
Kasandra Salmeron, Andrew Van Howe, Jenna Thompson, Genesis Ramos, 
Kevin Townsend, Reece Agnew, Troy Butler; fourth graders, Tanner Conrad, 
Samantha Stone, Alexandra Jacobo, Michael Lazaro, Elton Pelt; fi fth grade 
students, Chad Forde, Julie Arnold, Adrianna Hernandez, Elizabeth Chavez. 
Congratulations to our many outstanding students!



Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

Each Celebrations 
package includes:

 

 

and family 

& JANE A. ILLUSTRATION

WEDDING

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

She is the daughter of Joseph and Jane 

SUSAN A. EXAMPLE

BIRTH

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ANNIVERSARY

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at 

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ENGAGEMENTJOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D. Dwayne Montie, D.O. Mark Leach, R-PA Sharon Barrineau, ARNP John Minni, D.O. 

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology
• Acne • Psoriasis • Eczema

• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders 

• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery

• Skin Allergies and Rashes 

• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments
• Botox® • Juvéderm TM

• Radiesse® • Thermage®

• Restylane® • Perlane®

• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair • Moles • Brown Spots

• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

 

MARCUM AND ASSOCIATES 

INSURANCE FOR YOUR NEEDS 
Local Service. It’s Our Policy. 

CALL NOW... 

We’re in your neighborhood — there when you need us. 
We’re a single source for ALL your insurance needs: 

Auto  Home  Motorcycle/RV  Business 
Call me… Stop by… Log on — it’s your choice! 

Okeechobee 863-467-0331 909 S. Parrot Ave. Ste. L Okeechobee 
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The Okeechobee City Council is seeking 
interested applicants to serve on the City 
of Okeechobee General Employee/OUA 
Pension Board of Trustees. Terms are for 
four years. Only city residents may apply. 
Applications may be printed from the city’s 
web page www.cityofokeechobee.com or 

obtained from the city clerk’s offi ce at 55 
SE Third Ave. For further information call 
863-763-3372 ext. 215. The deadline for ap-
plying is Nov. 23. No member of a citizen 
board shall be an employee of, or hold any 
elective position of offi ce of the government 
of the City or County of Okeechobee.

City has vacancy on citizen board

Support strengthens 
United Way programs in 
Okeechobee County 

On Tuesday, Nov. 17 AT&T Florida pre-
sented a gift of $2,000 to United Way of 
Okeechobee. United Way of Okeechobee 
will use this gift to support local service or-
ganizations which focus on improving the 
lives of our children and families to continue 
its work of long-lasting community change. 
Locally the United Way helps support the 
American Red Cross, Area Agency on Aging, 
Foster Grandparent Program, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Okeechobee, Inc., Boy Scouts 
of America, Communities in Schools of 
Okeechobee, Inc, Florida Community Health 
Center, Inc., Early Learning Coalition Of Indi-
an River, Martin and Okeechobee Counties, 
My Aunt’s House - The Closet, Okeechboee 
Educational Foundation, Real Life Children’s 
Ranch, The ARC of Okeechobee and Trea-
sure Coast Food Bank, Inc.

Nationally, the organization works to 
advance the common good by focusing on 
education, income and health. In Okeecho-
bee County, United Way has assisted agen-
cies to “Make a Difference” to our citizens 
by supporting the organizations that provide 

food, shelter and emergency help as well as 
helping the person with disabilities and pro-
moting scholarships for our youth to expand 
their knowledge.

“We appreciate AT&T’s generosity and 
our partnership with them,” said Cathleen 
Blair, President of the Board of Directors for 
United Way of Okeechobee County. The do-
nation will go toward funding programs that 
have fed the hungry of Okeechobee, men-
tored children to make good choices, helped 
medically needy, the disabled and the elder-
ly. We are proud that our all volunteer board 
works diligently to meet the needs of all our 
citizens. AT&T supports United Way nation-
ally and in Okeechobee County through em-
ployee contributions and corporate gifts.

“At AT&T, our mission is to connect peo-
ple to their world where they live and work, 
and do it better than anyone else,” said 
Catherine McKenzie, AT&T Area Director—
Palm Beach, Okeechobee and the Treasure 
Coast Counties. “United Way of Okeecho-
bee County’s mission is to measurably im-
prove the lives of individuals and families by 
uniting the resources of donors, volunteers, 
agencies and the community. They fund 
programs with proven results, which means 
that the support we give will make a mean-
ingful impact in the community.”

United Way receives 
$2,000 AT&T contribution

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Cathy McKenzie, area director of external affairs for AT&T, was surrounded by 
United Way of Okeechobee County Board Members and city and county offi cials 
when she presented a $2,000 check to Cathleen Blair, president of the United Way 
of Okeechobee County Board of Directors on Tuesday Morning, Nov. 17 at Raul-
erson Hospital. Taking part in the presentation were; left to right, Debbie Riddle; 
Mamie Lauter; Wayne Cunningham; Cheryl Sutton; Rosalind Brown; Ms. Blair; 
Clif Betts, Jr., Chairman of the Okeechobee County Commission; Ms. McKenzie, 
Noel Chandler, Okeechobee County Commissioner, Theresa Alexander; City of 
Okeechobee Mayor Jim Kirk and Epifanio Juarez.



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Florida Department of Transportation 

Tentative Five Year Work Program
The Florida Department of Transportation and Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise announce public hearings to which all 
interested persons are invited.  Specific notice is provided to the Lee County, Sarasota/Manatee, Charlotte County-Punta 
Gorda and Collier Metropolitan Planning Organizations, Polk Transportation Planning Organization, Central Florida 
Metropolitan Planning Organization Alliance, West Central Florida Metropolitan Planning Organizations Chairs Coordinating 
Committee, Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority and the county commission chairpersons of Charlotte, 
Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands, Lee, Manatee, Okeechobee, Polk and Sarasota Counties. 

Date: Wednesday, December 9, 2009 
Time: 9:30 a.m. or soon thereafter 
Place: Central Florida Regional Planning Council Meeting 
 Polk County Extension Service 
 John Brenneman Auditorium 
 1702 U.S. Highway 17-98 South 

 Bartow, Florida  

Date: Friday, December 18, 2009 
Time: 9:00 a.m. or soon thereafter 
Place: Lee County Metropolitan Planning Organization Meeting 
 Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council Office 
 1926 Victoria Avenue 
 Fort Myers, Florida

PURPOSE:  The public hearings will consist of presentations by the department on the FDOT Tentative Five Year Work 
Program for fiscal years 2010/11 – 2014/15, followed by a public testimony period. The public is invited to review the work 
program. Department staff will be available for informal discussion and assistance. A court reporter will be available to 
accept comments for entry into the public record. 
The hearings will be conducted pursuant to Section 339.135(4)(c), Florida Statutes, as amended, and are being developed 
in accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes. Any person or beneficiary who believes they have 
been discriminated against because of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, disability or family status may file a 
written complaint to the FDOT District One Title VI Coordinator or the FDOT Equal Opportunity Office as shown below: 

DISTRICT ONE
 Gina Gilbreath 
 District Title VI Coordinator 
 Florida Department of Transportation 
 P.O. Box 1249 
 Bartow, FL 33831

CENTRAL OFFICE
Charlotte Thomas 
State Title VI Coordinator 
Florida Department of Transportation 
605 Suwannee Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 

Persons with disabilities who may require special accommodations at the public hearings in accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 or persons who require translation services (free of charge) should contact Cindy Clemmons, 
Florida Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1249, Bartow, FL 33831, (863) 519-2362, or by e-mail to 
cindy.clemmons@dot.state.fl.us.  A copy of the hearing agenda may be obtained from Ms. Clemmons. 
Written comments will be accepted by the department at the public hearings or if received by December 28, 2009.  
Comments should be mailed to: 
 Stanley M. Cann, P.E. 
 District Secretary 
 Florida Department of Transportation 
 P.O. Office Box 1249 
 Bartow, FL 33831 

For information about additional public meetings in your area, please contact:

Cindy Clemmons  
 Florida Department of Transportation 
 District One Headquarters 
 801 N. Broadway   
 P.O. Box 1249   
 Bartow, FL 33831   
 (863) 519-2362 

Debbie Tower 
Florida Department of Transportation 
Southwest Area Office 
2295 Victoria Avenue, Suite 292 
P.O. Box 1030 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
(239) 461-4300
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Donated truck part of $32 
million holiday giving 
campaign and historic 
hunger relief effort by 
Walmart and the Walmart 
Foundation 

As Walmart and the Walmart Foundation 
continue “Walmart Gives Back,” a holiday 
giving initiative that will provide $32 mil-
lion in monetary and in-kind donations to 
charitable organizations across the U.S., a 
refrigerator truck donated by the Walmart 
Foundation will arrive at the Treasure Coast 
Food Bank (TCFB) to help feed St. Lucie, In-
dian River, Okeechobee, and Martin County 
families in need. The truck is one of 35 that 
departed from Madison, Wis., earlier this 
month headed to Feeding America food 
banks in local communities across the coun-
try. 

Valued at $85,000, the new truck and 
12 pallets of Great Value-branded products 
and fresh apples will arrive in Ft. Pierce in 
time for Thanksgiving. Feeding America esti-
mates the new trucks will help the Treasure 
Coast Food Bank and 34 additional food 
banks to transport up 52.5 million pounds of 
food, the equivalent to 41 million additional 
meals, per year.

“In this economy, families and seniors 
across the country who rely on food banks 

have been hit especially hard,” said Margaret 
McKenna, president of the Walmart Founda-
tion. “As Walmart stores continue to be the 
price leader on groceries, our partnership 
with Feeding America is helping us do our 
part to put more food on the dinner table. 
Our business and our charitable giving are 
united in the commitment to eradicate hun-
ger in America.”

“Walmart continues to lead the way with 
its philanthropy and foresight,” said John 
Meehan, executive director of TCFB. “This 
truck will allow the Treasure Coast Food 
Bank to fully comply with the fresh food 
pick up program, which has recently begun 
in our service area with Walmart and Sam’s 
Clubs. It is a genuine partnership between 
charities and the business world that pro-
motes the true meaning of giving and Wal-
mart is known for that. The Treasure Coast 
Food Bank will continue to grow its mission 
to eliminate hunger on the Treasure Coast 
with this great gift from Walmart.”

Walmart’s donated food trucks are in re-
sponse to a call from food banks that were 
unable to safely transport nutritious pro-
duce, deli meat, beef, chicken, dairy and 
other groceries. Since last November, Wal-
mart stores and Sam’s Club locations have 
donated more than 90 million pounds of 
food – the equivalent of 70 million meals – 
to Feeding America food banks, exceeding 
the company’s goal and making Walmart 
Feeding America’s largest food donor. 

As in years past, the majority of Walmart’s 
holiday giving will happen at the local level 

with more than $24 million donated from 
the Walmart Foundation to nonprofi ts in the 
communities where Walmart’s 4,000 stores 
and clubs are located. In addition, the Wal-
mart Foundation will, once again, donate 
$1.25 million to The Salvation Army and Red 
Kettles will fund raise at Walmart stores and 

Sam’s Club locations nationwide from Fri-
day, Nov. 27 through Thursday, Dec. 24.

Later this holiday season, Walmart will 
announce additional recipients of its Wal-
mart Gives Back holiday giving. For more 
information, visit www.walmartgiving.com.

Area food bank gets holiday donation boost from Walmart

Submitted photo
The truck is one of 35 that departed from Madison, Wis., earlier this month 
headed to Feeding America food banks in local communities across the coun-
try. Feeding America estimates the new trucks will help the Treasure Coast Food 
Bank and 34 additional food banks to transport up 52.5 million pounds of food, 
the equivalent to 41 million additional meals, per year.
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Recognizing the need to conserve water 
and increase protection for South Florida’s 
water resources, the South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD) Governing 
Board has unanimously approved sweeping 
year-round water conservation measures 
that place permanent limits on landscape ir-
rigation throughout the region.

Developed with input from water users 
across the region after more than two years 
and 30 public workshops, the rule limits ir-
rigation of existing landscapes to two days 
per week. A provision in the rule allows 
for three-day-a-week irrigation in counties 
south of Lake Okeechobee, including Bro-
ward, Collier, Glades, Hendry, Lee, Martin, 
Miami-Dade, Monroe, Palm Beach and St. 
Lucie counties.

“The year-round rule refl ects the broad 
consensus among a wide range of stake-
holders that we must act now to ensure a 
sustainable supply of water for South Flor-
ida’s communities and environment well 
into the future,” said SFWMD Governing 
Board member Michael Collins, who facili-
tated the development of the rule through 
the District’s Water Resources Advisory 
Commission (WRAC). “The conservation 
measures outlined in the rule will provide 
meaningful returns and signifi cantly reduce 
the amount of water devoted to landscape 
irrigation, which is the single largest use of 
household water in South Florida.”

The Year-Round Landscape Irrigation 
Rule is designed to curb water use in South 
Florida — the highest in the state at an esti-
mated 179 gallons per person per day. Out-
door irrigation accounts for up to half of all 
potable water produced within the region. 
Up to 50 percent of the water applied to 
lawns is lost to evaporation and runoff with 
no benefi t to the landscape.

Highlights of the Year-Round Landscape 
Irrigation Rule include:

•Two-Day-A-Week Watering in Charlotte, 
Highlands, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola 
and Polk counties. 

•Options for 3-Day-A-Week Watering in 
Broward, Collier, Glades, Hendry, Lee, Mar-
tin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Palm Beach and 
St. Lucie counties.

•No irrigation allowed on any day be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

•Irrigation using reclaimed water, rain 
harvesting systems and various low-volume 
methods — such as micro-irrigation, con-
tainer watering and hand watering with a 
hose and automatic shut-off nozzle — is not 
subject to restrictions.

•Additional watering is allowed follow-
ing the installation of new lawns and land-
scaping for up to 90 days. 

•The District may grant variances for 
“smart” irrigation technologies described in 
Senate Bill 2080, passed by the Florida Leg-
islature this year. 

•Local governments may adopt more 
stringent landscape irrigation ordinances 
at their discretion, based on local water 
demands, system limitations or resource 
availability, such as the two-day-a-week or-
dinances implemented by Lee and Miami-
Dade counties in 2005 and 2009, respective-

ly, and being proposed by Broward County.
By reducing landscape irrigation, the 

District estimates implementation of the 
year-round rule may reduce overall potable 
water demand by 5 to 10 percent, based on 
a recent SFWMD study of regional demand 
reductions experienced during the 2007-
2009 water shortage. Under Modifi ed Phase 
II water restrictions — or a two-day-a-week 
watering schedule — the 44 largest utilities 
in the District saved an estimated 138 million 
gallons of water per day over a six month 
period during the emergency water shortage 
compared to usage before the water short-
age.

“South Florida residents and businesses 
have repeatedly demonstrated a commit-
ment to water conservation and reduced 
their water use to cope with short-term 
adversity,” said SFWMD Executive Direc-
tor Carol Ann Wehle. “The year-round rule 
calls upon South Florida to make a long-
term change that will help protect our water 
resources and provide water to sustain our 
environment and economy for future gen-
erations.”

Water conservation remains the best 
strategy to stretch available supplies amid 
the extremes of South Florida’s weather. The 
District has entered the 2009-2010 dry sea-
son with a cautious outlook as water levels 
have begun falling after average wet-season 
rains. South Florida received 1.16 inches of 
rain in October, the fourth-driest total for the 
month in the region according to District re-
cords dating back to 1932.

Among its many benefi ts, water conser-
vation may save taxpayers money by reduc-
ing demand for water and allowing utilities 
and local governments to defer or possibly 
avoid costs associated with construction of 
new public water supply facilities, includ-
ing development of expensive alternative 
water supplies. In addition, less frequent 
watering helps condition lawns to develop 
deeper, stronger roots, creating a healthier, 
more drought-tolerant lawn that can better 
respond to dry times.

The Year-Round Landscape Irrigation Rule 
is a component of the District’s Comprehen-
sive Water Conservation Program, approved 
by the Governing Board in September 2008 
to encourage more responsible use of water 
resources throughout South Florida. Numer-
ous stakeholders worked with the District 
to defi ne specifi c regulatory, voluntary and 
incentive-based programs and in-depth ed-
ucation and marketing plans that will help 
foster a year-round conservation ethic.

For details on the Comprehensive Water 
Conservation Program and water conserva-
tion tips, please visit www.savewaterfl .com. 
More information about the Year-Round 
Landscape Irrigation Rule is available at 
www.sfwmd.gov/2days.

Water management adopts 
year round conservation



“In a democracy, the highest
office is that of citizens.”
— US Supreme Court Justice
Felix Frankfurter.

We agree. Yet too many
citizens feel powerless to
influence the flow of
events.

We give people a voice. Our
Speak Out column is just one
example. We consider it an
extension of the secret ballot
and a return of the values of
the American Revolution.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
calling your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee High School Boys Golf 
Team reached the regional for the second 
straight year and continued to show im-
provement. The Girls Golf Team doubled in 
size and had a girl qualify for the regional 
as well.

Both news stories were cause for celebra-
tion Tuesday as OHS hosted their annual golf 
banquet.

Girls Golf Coach Lonnie Sears said he 
was really proud of how the girls team did 
this year. They won six matches and Kailey 
Hoover qualifi ed for the regional tourna-
ment in Melbourne.

“There was a great turn out for the girls 
team this year. I wasn’t expecting it. They 
made me real proud,” he said.

The girls’ Most Valuable golfer award 
went to Paige Arnold. The senior had a 
steady year as she led the team with a 58 av-
erage. Hoover was the winner of the Brah-
man award.

Arnold said she was shocked to win the 
award. She noted her senior year went too 
fast, “It was sad for me. I wish I could come 
back next year and play with the team. We 
had 12 girls come out and it was more fun 
with more girls around.”

This was only her second year playing for 
the high school. She said she loved the game 
and got interested in golf after she attended 
the Waldau Junior Golf Clinic. She intends 
to attend college and continue to play golf. 
Her parents are Kim and Glen Arnold of 
Okeechobee. 

The boys golf team had another wonder-
ful year in 2009. They are expected to be 
very good again next year. Richard Donegan 
won the most valuable player award and 
Tim Gray claimed the Brahman award.

Donegan said it was a great year but he 
looks for bigger and better things in the fu-
ture. He is only a sophomore this year and 
intends to get a golf scholarship to attend 
college.

“The team really enjoys being together. 
We push each other and the competition is 
good for us,” he said.

Boys Golf Coach Mark Ward said the 
team continues to raise their level of play. He 
marveled at the work ethic of some of the 
players. He stated the team was so good this 
year that many of the reserves on the team 
could have started for several other schools. 
“There is no reason we can’t be at state 
next year. Our next challenge is to work on 
the mental part of the game, to think in the 
now, and be focused. The physical talent is 
already there.”

All of the players received certifi cates 
and letters, and many of the students also 
received awards for their academic achieve-
ments.

Athletic Director Gina Davis said eight 
of the golfers on the squads this year had a 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher. 

The Golf pro at the Okeechobee Golf and 
Country Club, Terry Lanman, and Bridget 
and Jim Waldau of Waldau’s Junior Golf 
were also honored for their help this year. 
The annual Waldau Junior Golf Tourna-
ment is held this Saturday, Nov. 21, at the 
Okeechobee Golf and Country Club.

OHS Golf team honored at banquet

 Richard Donegan (right) accepts the 
MVP award for Boys Golf from Coach 
Mark Ward.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Tim Gray (right) accepts the Brahman 
award for Boys Golf from Coach Mark 
Ward.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Kailey Hoover poses with her Brahman 
award alongside Girls Golf Coach Lon-
nie Sears.

 Paige Arnold proudly shows off her 
MVP award with Girls Golf Coach Lon-
nie Sears.

Special to the Okeechobee News/Jo O’Mallan

Zip-zip
From this past Saturday’s soccer game, the three kids in action are (from 
L to R), Luis Rodriguez (Mom’s Kitchen), Dylan Walker (Morgan’s Inc.) and 
Jesus Mojica (Mom’s Kitchen). It was a well fought battle between two con-
tending teams in the 10 & Under Youth Soccer League on Saturday, Nov. 14. 
Good teamwork and tough defense lead to an evenly matched tie game at 
0-0.
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Horse Liniment
Erases Pain
 HIALEAH, FL  — An ingredient  often used
to treat inflammation in racehorse legs, is now
back on the market in its original doctor recom-
mended clinical strength formula.
   According to a national drug store survey, the
formula at one time became so popular that it
rose to the top of pharmacy sales for topical pain
relievers. But the company marketing the prod-
uct at the time changed the formula and sales
plummeted.  One of the inventors of the original
formula has brought it back to the market under
the trade name ARTH ARREST and says it can
relieve pain for millions.
    ARTH ARREST works by a dual mechanism
whereby one ingredient relieves pain immedi-
ately, while a second ingredient seeks out and
destroys the pain messenger signal before it can
be sent to the brain.  Considered a medical
miracle by some, the ARTH ARREST formula is
useful  in the treatment of painful disorders rang-
ing from minor aches and pains to more serious
conditions such as arthritis, bursitis, rheumatism,
tendonitis, and more.
   ARTH ARREST is available in a convenient
roll-on applicator at pharmacies without a pre-
scription or call 1-800-339-3301.

    Now available at select:

Cinnatrol Helps
DiabeticPatients
Natural formula clinically proven by doc-
tors to promote healthy blood glucose lev-
els.  Get study results and more info at
www.cinnatrol.com  Cinnatrol is now at se-
lect
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The Student Council members of Year-
ling Middle School proudly presented the 
annual Veterans’ Day Program on Wednes-
day, Nov. 11, with guests from the VFW Post 
#10539. Mr. Russ Papy, District Commander 
Bobby Schultz, and Ladies’ Auxiliary mem-
bers Shirley Jarrell and Sallie Place were 
warmly welcomed by teachers, staff, and 
students. To begin the activities, Kyle Bryner 
posted the colors, the YMS band performed 
“The National Anthem” after the pledge, 
and Dallas San Miguel welcomed everyone 
to the program. Audra Torres and Carolanne 
Lundy recited patriotic poems and Mr. Papy 
gave a resounding speech on the history of 
the fl ag. Then, Mr. Papy and Mr. Schultz cere-
moniously folded the fl ag as Ms. Sallie Place 
read what each fold symbolized. 

The YMS band again performed with 
many patriotic songs throughout the pro-
gram. The YMS Steppers, under the direc-
tion of Ms. Pat Grant, gave a salute to our 
veterans as they stepped their routine.

A wreath placed to the right of the stage 
was purposely left empty. Staff members 
submitted names of their family members 
or friends who served in the military or they 
could submit their own names. As the ser-
vice members’ names were called, a family 
member came forward and placed a red or 
blue ribbon on the white wreath. The audi-
ence clapped as each name was read. Three 
of the staff members at YMS, Mr. Bruce Con-
rad, Mr. Robert Browning, and Mr. Kevin 
Burdeshaw, served in the military. We are 
very proud of these gentlemen who gave of 

their time so we could remain free!
There were fi ve gentlemen that took part 

in the program by placing their own rib-
bons on the wreath of honor. Many of them 
served during World War II. They came 
because Mrs. Erhart, a teacher at YMS, ex-
plained about our Veterans’ program. 

A hush fell on the crowd as Mrs. Marcie 
Farrell, rendered her version of “Taps.” Mr. 
Papy then presented Mrs. McGee, Student 
Council sponsor, with a plaque representing 
all the teachers at YMS for their dedication 
and devotion in teaching. It will be hung on 
the  wall of the offi ce for all to see. 

Student Council would like to thank our 
guests and all those of YMS who helped 
with this program—Mr. Johnny Henry, Mrs. 
Shelly Sickles, Ms. Grant, Mrs. Bartfi eld, Mrs. 
Marcie Farrell, and Ms. Van Ness. In addi-
tion, thanks to Mr. Brewer, Mrs. Markham, 
and Mr. Tedders, our principals and dean for 
always working to keep our school safe.

Yearling Middle school celebrates local veterans

Special to the Okeechobee News/YMS
Members of KOA Campground came to the Yearling Middle School Veteran’s 
Day program.

Mr. Russ Papy and District Command-
er Bobby Schultz folding the American 
Flag. 



For more listings,
go to
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Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Child Care

Live in Nanny needed. 
Free room & board in ex-
change for babycare for 
my 14 month old. Any 
age okay. King’s Bay. 
863-532-9434.

Need a babysitter? 
Available Friday & Satur-
days. $8.50 p/h plus $3 
for any additional aged 
child. King’s Bay. 
863-532-9434.

Garage/
Yard Sales

Yard Sale - 3532 SE 
23rd Avenue/Taylor 
Creek Aisles. Sat - Sun 
Nov 21 & 22.7:30 until 2.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Garage/
Yard Sales

Yard Sale: 2003 26ft 
Flagstaff travel trailer 
with slide outs. Like new. 
$8000. Furniture, books, 
antiques, holiday decor, 
tupperware, lamps, Fri & 
Sat 8 -2 1160 20th BHR. 
Off lake drive.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

CABLE TV- Persons to 
Run Collection/Disco 
routes. Earn $500- 
1000+ p/wk. Need own 
Ladder equipped vehi-
cle. valid DL, Drug and 
Background chk. Call: 
561-386-7095

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Bookkeeping

Bookeeping/
Secretarial Services 

by Linda Seder 
Okee area. 

(772)801-9687

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Excavation

CLEARING & HAULING
Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Miscellaneous

2 person / Hot tub 
new pump.$500 
863-467-1910

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Lawn & Garden

Hybrid Palms. You pick 
and I’ll Plant. Call Jerry.

863-801-5440

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

FURN EFFICENCY - 
TCI,  On Lake with 
dock, util/cable includ-
ed. No pets, $600/mo 
$300 sec. 
(863)697-3351

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Apartments

NW OKEE: 2br, quiet St. 
Pets ok, $650/$750, 1st, 
last & $500 sec. 
561-346-1642

TAYLOR CREEK 
CONDOS:  1br/1ba, 

Furnished. Avail Dec 1st. 
For Details 561-352-4243

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$600/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

2bd 1 1/2 bath Town-
home in Oaktree Place. 
No fi rst, no last, no se-
curity required. $750 mo. 
Call 863-532-9434.

New, In Town - CBS 
Townhouse, 2/1, $695 
+ util., F,L&S, lease. 
863-801-3081

Houses - Rent

3BR/2BA, house with 
garage, Kids and pets 
welcome. 863-634-9330 
or 863-467-2541

BEAUTIFUL, Spacious 
4BR 2BA 2 Car Garage. 
On golf course. $1700 
mo. (863)763-7552

DIXIE RANCH ACRES - 
2 Bdrm. Duplex. No 
pets. $500 mo + $400 
sec. dep. includes wa-
ter, garbage & lawn 
(863)610-0001

For Rent:
 2/1 House

(786)231-9362

OAK PARK - 1601 SW 
34th Terrace, 3br, all 
appls, $850/mo. $600 
sec. No pets, 
(863)610-0001

OKEECHOBEE - 4br, 
2ba, great neighborhood, 
tile throughout, $975 & 
up/mo, 1st & sec move in 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

TREASURE ISLAND - 
3/1, total remodel, 
$800 mo. + $400 sec. 
dep. (561)743-0192

Roommate

Wanted: Roommate 
Single female to share 

1/2 of all utilities at 
King’s Bay. Children al-
lowed. Call for details. 

863-532-9434

Rooms To Rent

OKEE, Furn. Rm. Single 
occ., priv. entrance, w/d. 
$140/wk & dep., utils 
incl. (863)763-7331 msg

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

OKEE. - $89,900, 3/2, 
exc. cond., dbl lot,  
great neighborhood.  
Call (863) 801-1739

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

2 bd 1 bath Good neigh-
borhood, fenced back 
yard, lease with option; 
$650 p/mo 863-634-3451

BHR - RVs for Rent, 
starting $300-$500 & 
1BR/1BA Cabin, 55+ 
park, seasonal or year-
ly. 1st month’s rent 
free! (863)763-7164

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 
Dbl. Wide 2 BR, 2 BA, 
C/Air. $500 mo. 3 BR, 2 
BA, C/Air. $600 mo. No 
pets. (863)763-4031

ON RIM CANAL: Small, 
1 Bdrm., $450 mo. (in-
cludes util’s). + $300 
sec. dep. 863-697-0214

Mobile Home Sale

DW MH - renovated, 
4BR/2.5BA, 1800 sq. ft., 
fenced ½ acre lot, 
screened porch, shed, 
Pioneer Estate area, 
$89,000. Bank fi nance 
avail. (863)610-1600

DWMH 3/2 Central air, 
appliances included,  
quiet cul-de-sac street, 
on leased land, not a 
MH park. 3 carports, 
large shed $17,000. 
863-357-6185.

PARK MODEL - 34X12 
w/FL room,  w/direct 
lake okee access(no 
locks)  618-558-0274

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES OF THE 
DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE WILL 
MEET TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2009 IN ROOM 302 OF THE ADMINIS-
TRATION BUILDING AT 3209 VIRGINIA AVENUE, FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA   
34981-5596.

BOARD POLICY REVIEW COMMITTEE -2:30 P.M. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE - 2:45 P.M.

ANY PERSONS SEEKING TO APPEAL THE DECISIONS OF THE BOARD 
WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING WILL 
NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE MAY 
NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING IS 
MADE.
339724 ON 11/20/09

NOTICE OF AN OKEECHOBEE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD /
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS AND APPEALS MEETING

NOTICE: The Okeechobee County Planning Board/Board of Adjustments 
and Appeals will hold their next regular meeting on Tuesday, December 
8, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Commission Meeting Room, Okeechobee 
County Health Department Auditorium, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, 
Florida. In the event that all items scheduled before the Board are not 
heard, the meeting shall be continued to Wednesday, December 9, 2009 at 
6:00 p.m. in the Commission Meeting Room, Okeechobee County Health 
Department Auditorium, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida.

ALL INTERESTED PARTIES SHALL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD 
AT PUBLIC HEARINGS. Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the 
Board of Adjustments and Appeals with respect to any matter considered 
at this meeting or hearing will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made and that the record includes the testimony and evi-
dence upon which the appeal will be based. Planning and Development 
tapes are for the sole purpose of backup for offi cial records of the depart-
ment.

William D. Royce, Planning Director
339634 ON 11/20/09

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Public Notice

LEGAL NOTICE

A public auction will be held at BMJ 
Towing, Inc. Lot at 414 South Parrott 
Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
on Friday the 4th day of December, 
2009 from 10:00-11:00 A.M. Pursu-
ant to Florida statute 713.78 for un-
paid towing and storage. Year, Make, 
Model & Vin’s as follows:

1995 Blue Chevy S10
1GCCS1443S8165538

1973 White & Yellow Chrys Boat
CBC152810273

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. The seller 
reserves the right of fi nal bid. All 
sales are fi nal. No refunds will be 
made. Said automobiles will be sold 
in “AS IS” with no guarantees.
339669 ON 11/20/09

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.
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Public Notice

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids for the demolition and clearance of 2 single family houses will 
be received by Okeechobee County, 312 NW 3rd Street, Room 206, Okee-
chobee, FL 34972 until 4:00 p.m. on Monday, December 7, 2009, at which 
time bids will be opened.  Any Bids received after the time specifi ed will not 
be accepted.  A recommendation for the bid award will be presented to the 
County Commission at the Board meeting on December 17, 2009.

There will be a non-mandatory pre-bid inspection on 11/30/2009 at 3:00. 
For additional information or a bid package, contact Roumelis Planning and 
Development Services, Inc., phone 863-467-6600, e-mail debroume-
lis@earthlink.net.

The County reserves the right to reject any and all bids, waive informalities 
in any bid, delete any portion of the project, whenever such action is in the 
interest of the Owner.  This project is federally funded, so certain federal 
and state provisions apply to the contract.

Bids must be sealed and the outside of the envelope should be marked:  
“SEALED BID BC-2009-07- OKEECHOBEE COUNTY -CDBG Demoli-
tion”
339723 ON 11/20/09

NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE UNIFORM METHOD OF
COLLECTING NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS

   Okeechobee County, Florida (the “County”) hereby provides notice, pur-
suant to Section 197.3632(3)(a), Florida Statutes, of its intent to use the 
uniform method of collecting non-ad valorem special assessments to be 
levied within the unincorporated area of the County, for the cost of provid-
ing any or all of the following services: drainage, road improvements. in-
cluding. but not limited to roadside ditches,  swales, and sidewalks. street 
lighting, canal cleaning and canal maintenance, enhanced or substitute sol-
id  waste collection and disposal, stormwater treatment and mosquito con-
trol, commencing for the fi scal year beginning on October 01, 2010. The 
County will consider the adoption of a resolution electing to use the uni-
form method of collecting such assessments authorized by Section 
197.3632, Florida Statutes, at a public hearing to be held on Thursday, 
December 17, 2009 at 9:00 a.m., at the Okeechobee County Health 
Department Auditorium, 1728 N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida. Such 
resolution will state the need for the levy and will contain a legal descrip-
tion of the boundaries of the real property subject to the levy. Copies of 
the proposed form of resolution, which contains the legal description of the 
real property subject to the levy, are on fi le at the Offi ce of the County 
Clerk of Okeechobee County, Florida. All interested persons are invited to 
attend.
   In the event any person decides to appeal any decision by the Board 
with respect to any matter relating to the consideration of the resolution at 
the above-referenced public hearing, a record of the proceeding may be 
needed and in such an event, such person may need to ensure that a ver-
batim record of the public hearing is made, which record includes the testi-
mony and evidence on which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with 
the Americans with Disability Act, persons needing a special accommoda-
tion to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Administration 
no later than seven days prior to proceeding or call 1-772-807-4370:IF 
YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 1-800-955-8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE 
IMPAIRED CALL 1-800-955-8770.

CLIF BETTS, JR., CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
338252 ON 11/6,13,20,27/09

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF
PROPOSED ZONING RECLASSIFICATION

NOTICE: A PUBLIC HEARING will be held before the Okeechobee 
County Planning Board on Tuesday, December 8, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Commission Meeting Room, Okeechobee County Health Department 
Auditorium, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida to consider a re-
quest for a change in zoning from the existing classifi cation of Commercial 
(C) to the proposed classifi cation of Light Industrial (I-1). The property 
owner is Smith Bros. Contracting Equipment. The applicant is Sun Treasure 
Packing, LLC. The property address is 10753 Highway 441 North. The 
property is more particularly described as follows:

   Lots Eight (8), Fifteen (15), Sixteen (16) and the North 1/2 of Lot Seven-
teen (17) in Block Two (2) of Okeechobee Little Farms, according to the 
plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 2 at Page 100 of the public records 
of Okeechobee County, Florida.

   Also all that portion of the vacated alleyway lying in said Block Two (2) of 
Okeechobee Little Farms, according to the plat thereof as recorded in Plat 
Book 2 at Page 100 of the public records of Okeechobee County, Florida, 
described as follows:

  
   Beginning at the Northwest corner of said Lot Fifteen (15), thence run 

South O deg 34’29” West, along the West Boundary line of Lots Fifteen 
(15), Sixteen (16) and Seventeen (17), for a distance of 262.5 feet to the 
Southwest corner of the North 1/2 of said lot Seventeen (17); thence run 
South 89 deg 41’42” West a distance of 30.00 feet to a point on the East 
boundary line of said Lot Eight (8) for a distance of 262.5 feet to the 
Northeast corner of said Lot Eight (8); thence run North 89 deg41’42” a 
distance of 30.00 feet to the Point of Beginning.

   Less and Except: Commencing at the Northwest corner of Lot Eighteen 
(18) in Block Two (2) of Okeechobee Little Farms, according to the plat 
thereof recorded in Plat Book 2 at Page 100 of the public record of Okee-
chobee County, Florida, thence run South 89 deg 41’42” West for a dis-
tance of 30.00 feet for a Point of Beginning; thence continue South 89 
deg 41’ 42” West for a distance of 209.98; thence run South 01 deg 
34’29” West for a distance of 315 feet; thence run North 89 deg 41’42” 
East for a distance of 209.98 feet; thence run North 01 deg 34’29” East 
for a distance of 315.00 feet to the Point of Beginning.

In the event that all items scheduled before the Board are not heard, the 
hearings shall be continued to Wednesday, December 9, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Commission Meeting Room, Okeechobee County Courthouse, 304 
NW 2nd Street, Okeechobee, Florida.

A SECOND PUBLIC HEARING to consider the request for a change in 
zoning will be held before the Board of County Commissioners on Thurs-
day, December 17, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. in the Okeechobee County 
Health Department Auditorium, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida.

ALL INTERESTED PARTIES SHALL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD 
AT THIS PUBLIC HEARING. Any person deciding to appeal any decision by 
the Board of County Commissioners or the Board of Adjustments and Ap-
peals with respect to any matter considered at these meetings or hearings 
will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made and 
that the record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal 
will be based. County Clerk and Planning and Development tapes are for 
the sole purpose of backup for offi cial records of the Clerk and of the Plan-
ning Department.

William D. Royce, Planning
Director Petition # R-2009-0685
339631 ON 11/20,29/09

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Public Notice

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Public Notice
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
 OF THE NINETEENTH

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.: 47-2009-CA-000330

US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
AS TRUSTEE FOR SASCO 2007-WF1,
     Plaintiff,
vs.
MARY WRIGHT, et al.,
     Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO:  ILLINORSE HARDY
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
      1116 SE 38TH TERRACE
      OKEECHOBEE, FL 349743722

CURRENT ADDRESS:  UNKNOWN

   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
to foreclose a mortgage on the fol-
lowing property in OKEECHOBEE 
County, Florida:

  LOT 10, LESS THE NORTH 2.00 
FEET, AND LESS THE SOUTH 
5.00 FEET THEREOF, BLOCK 5, 
A REVISED AND ADDITION TO 
PLAT OF CONNERS GABLES, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 3, PAGE 15, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses within 30 days after 
the fi rst publication, if any, on Flori-
da Default Law Group, P.L., Plain-
tiff’s attorney, whose address is 
9119 Corporate Lake Drive, Suite 
300, Tampa, Florida 33634. and fi le 
the original with this Court either be-
fore service on Plaintiffs attorney or 
immediately thereafter; otherwise a 
default will be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the Com-
plaint or petition.
   This notice shall be published once 
each week for two consecutive 
weeks in the Okeechobee News (In-
dependent Newspapers).
   WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court on this 10th day of Nov., 
2009.

Sharon Robertson
Clerk of the Court

By: Kathy Arnold
As Deputy Clerk

338967 ON 11/20,27/09

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Public Notice
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

 OF THE NINTEENTH
 JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 

IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 

FLORIDA. 
CASE NO. 2009 DR 613

In re: marriage of: 
 TERESA ANN BECHER 
     Petitioner 
and 
 DAVID J. BECHER
     Respondent 

AMENDED NOTICE
OF ACTION FOR

DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

TO: DAVID J. BECHER 
      Last known residence:
      KEY WEST, FLORIDA 

   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
has been fi led against you and that 
you are required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if any, to it 
on; TERESA ANN BECHER, c/o  JOHN 
R. COOK, Attorney for Petitioner, 
P.O. Box 515, Okeechobee, Florida 
34972, on or before: November 23, 
2009, and fi le the original with the 
clerk of court, at Okeechobee Judicial 
Center, 312 N.W. 3rd St., Okeecho-
bee, Florida 34972, before service on 
petitioner or immediately thereafter. 
   If you fail to do so, a default 
may be entered against you for 
the relief demanded in the peti-
tion. 
   Copies of all court documents in 
this case, including orders, are 
available at the clerk of the circuit 
court offi ce. You may review these 
documents upon request. 
   You must keep the clerk of the cir-
cuit court offi ce notifi ed of your cur-
rent address. (You may fi le notice of 
current address, Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Forms 
12.915).Future papers in this lawsuit 
will be mailed to the address on 
record at the clerk’s offi ce. 

   WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida 
Family Law of Procedure, requires 
certain automatic disclosure of docu-
ments and information. Failure to 
comply can result in sanctions, in-
cluding dismissal or striking of plead-
ings. 
   4. That the petitioner shall publish 
this notice to respondent in a news-
paper of local distribution, being the 
following: Okeechobee News on the 
following dates: October 30,
 November 6, 13, 20 2009. 
DATED: October 23, 2009.

SHARON ROBERTSON
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

BY: Arlene Nealis
Deputy Clerk

LAW OFFICE JOHN R. COOK
PO Box 515
Okeechobee, FL 34973
(863) 467-0297
Fla Bar #262951
337404 ON 10/30;11/6,13,20/09

Public Notice
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO.: 47-2009-CA-000005

GMAC MORTGAGE, LLC,
     Plaintiff,
VS. 
R.A. ALMASY, AS TRUSTEE OF THE 
BRINDABAN TRUST, et al,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: R.A. ALMASY, AS TRUSTEE 
OF THE BRINDABAN TRUST
Last Known Address:
4630 Southeast 27th Street,
Okeechobee, FL 34974
Also Attempted At: 316 Wood Dale 
Dr., Wellington, FL 33414; 180 Royal 
Pine S circle, Palm Beach, FL 33406; 
11924 W Forest Hill Blvd., #22-164, 
Wellington, FL 33414 and 8124 
Northboro Ct., Apt. B, West Palm 
Beach, FL 33406
Current Residence Unknown

  YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the 
following described property:

LOT 5, BRINDABAN FOREST, 
UNTI 4, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 6, PAGES 2 AND 3, 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORI-
DA, TOGETHER WITH THAT CER-
TAIN 1987 ZIMM DOUBLEWIDE 
MOBILE HOME IDENTIFIED BY 
VIN NUMBERS: ZZF1525BAC 
AND ZZF1525AAC.

has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it, on 
Marshall C. Watson, PA., Attorney 
for Plaintiff, whose address is 1800 
NW 49TH STREET, SUITE 120, 
FT. LAUDERDALE FL 33309 within 
30 days after the fi rst publication of 
this Notice in the THE OKEECHOBEE 
NEWS and fi le the original with the 
Clerk of this Court either before ser-
vice on Plaintiff’s attorney or imme-
diately thereafter; otherwise a 
default will be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the com-
plaint.
  In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 
disabled person who, because of 
their disabilities need special accom-
modation to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact not later 
than seven (7) days prior to the pro-
ceeding Court Administration at 250 
NW Country Club Dr., Port St. Lucie, 
FL 34989. Phone 772.807,.4370, 
1.800.955.8771 (hearing impaired) 
or 1.800.955.8770 (voice impaired)
  WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court this 13th day of November 
2009.

Sharon Robertson
As Clerk of the Court

By: Arlene Nealis
As Deputy Clerk

339651 ON 11/20,27/09
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ACROSS
1 Beachfront

property?
5 Sp. misses

10 Robert who
played Anthony
Soprano Jr.

14 Jumbo__:
scoreboard
display

15 Sacred five-book
collection

16 Residencia room
17 Numerical prefix
18 Words to a

drunk?
20 “Is there more?”
22 Chigger, e.g.
23 Creedal holding
24 One concerned

with 13-Down
26 2000s Senate

leader’s
turndown?

29 Rifles
30 Indian royalty
31 Morning glistener
34 Has
35 Amazes
36 “Was it you?”

answer
37 “Scream” director

Craven
38 Stinker
39 Bourne portrayer
40 Hilton on the 

ice?
42 Vague
45 Novelist Shaw
46 Apply to
47 Pharyngeal

tissue
50 What you never

see after strikes?
53 Breakfast area
54 Spelling of TV
55 Excavated again
56 Years during

Nero’s reign
57 2000 N.L. home

run champ
58 Brotherly love
59 D-day transports

DOWN
1 Lade
2 St. Louis

landmark

3 Marginal
comments

4 Evidence in
paternity suits

5 Actress Trudie
who’s married to
Sting

6 Motorboat’s
wake

7 “Right you are”
8 Rhine tributary
9 Miss

identification?
10 Where Mount

Carmel is
11 Scottish

landowner
12 Collège attendee
13 It can trap a 

24-Across
19 Circus

performers
21 Middle Earth

beings
24 Eggs order
25 Preceders of

omegas
26 Stream
27 “Lady Jane Grey”

dramatist
28 Man-goat deities

31 India and
Pakistan under
British influence,
e.g.

32 School founded
by Henry VI

33 What birds take?
35 Medical supplies
36 Like some pride
38 Strategic WWI

river
39 First light

40 Everycity, USA
41 Kmart founder
42 Windy day

features
43 Finland’s second

largest city
44 Comes close
47 Verdi’s slave girl
48 “Stop”
49 Street supplies?
51 Carol syllable
52 Enrolled: Abbr.

M A V S S L R S J E T T A
E L I A P E E T A T W A R
D I O R C O M I C S H O R E
U C L A P A V I L I O N
S E E S A T E E N I D O L
A S T O R I A C O L A

T E N T O O N E Z E D
P A R R O T M O V I E

C H E S E M E S T E R
A M A J K E N O S H A
B O L O G N A S I N K E R

B E R G E N O F F I L M
T E C H S C H O O L I D I O
A D I O S A U R A S O U R
M T A P O S L A Y T O M Y

By Jack McInturff
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 04/03/09

04/03/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

Special to the Okeechobee News/OCA

Drug free zone
Okeechobee Christian Academy celebrated Drug Aware-
ness Week. We had a theme for each day, stickers and 
here is Mrs. Griffi th’s third grade winning class including 
Celeste Garcia, Caroline Micco-Sweat, Mrs. Griffi th, Ari-
anna Lorusso, Madison Hancock, Jared Marin, Danyelle 
Boromei, Jared Sellers, Cameron Huntley, Sebastian 
Dyals with their posters! We are proud to be a Drug Free 
School!

Okeechobee News/Diana Whitehall

Kiwanis Club 
welcomes Arnold
At the Nov. 12, Kiwanis meeting Kiwanis member Chuck 
Syfrett presented his speaker, Sue Arnold, of Arnold’s 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Inc. Sue talked about their 
Scenic Nature Trail tours as well as their beautiful But-
terfl y Haven that features over 60 species of Butterfl ies, 
over 2,000 lush, fl owering plants and spanning one half 
acre. Their ultimate goal is to rescue, rehabilitate and re-
turn recovered animals to their natural habitat. You may 
visit their website at www.arnoldswildlife.org to learn 
more and they are open to the public.



“A PLACE TO CALL HOME”

“PRICED RIGHT”
Beautiful Oak Hammock
2Br/2Ba Villa. This larger
than normal space is
flooded with sunlight
from two sets of French
doors, low maintence
blonde laminate floors.
MLS#203140 $85,000
Call Kathy Godwin
863634-7728

“EASY LIVING”

“WHAT A TREASURE”
This is not just another
manufactured home.
Extras include rounded
archways and drywall
finish. Large living
room and plenty more.
Come take a look.
MLS#203211 $110,000
Call Marcia Barber
863-634-1229

Nice fenced lot with a
2/2 mobile home.
Also has a 10x48
addition.  Call for an
appointment.  MLS#
201670 $75,000 Call
Betsy Sheffield 863-
697-8610.

“JEWEL OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD”

“DIXIE RANCH DELIGHT”

NEW LISTING

This 2BA/2BA SWMH
w/additions has beauti-
ful cedar trees that line
one side of the proper-
ty and some fruit trees.
Large workshop and
small shed for storage.
MLS#203345 $50,000
Call Wendy Bostwick
863-697-6716

Well maintained 2/2 CBS
home in quiet neighbor-
hood. Open concept living
room, dining and kitchen.
Enjoy your morning coffee
or tea on the front
screened porch with tile
floor. MLS#202948
$114,700 Call Kathy
Godwin 863-634-7728

Very cute remodeled
3/1 CBS home in
Dixie Ranch Estates.
Home sits on a large
lot with oaks. Come
see it today it won't
last long!! MLS#
202665 $80,000 Call
Jayla Townes 863-
634-0995REDUCED

NEW LISTING

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

TAX CREDIT EXTENDED TO 4/30/2010!!!!!

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

ACREAGE / LOTS: • 7+/-acres on HWY 68 $110,000  • Dark Hammock 25+/- acres w/MH or without. • 2 Bassword build-
able Lots side by side $15,000 each • 434+/- acres in St. Lucie Co. • 2+/- acres @ 7750 SW Conners HWY MLS #203429

www.century21okeechobee.com
Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

1006-H: Oak Tree
Place 2-Story town-
house in town. 2 bd/1.5
ba. Porch w/new panel
roof and wooden fence
also incl stackable
washer/dryer unit.
$77,000 MLS# 203227

3004-H: 3/2 home
in Treasure Island.
Attached garage,
pave driveway,
large porch. Needs
some work. $75,000
MLS# 203368

1012-H: 4/2 CBS
home in the town
conveniently close to
everything on a large
Lot. Chain linked
fenced. $134,900
MLS# 203380

3000-H: Lake access
home in Treasure
Island. Has detached
room that can be used
as an extra/guest
room. Chain link
fenced. $69,900
MLS# 203427

5014-H: North
Country Estates 2
story with sitting room,
new appliances & tile.
2 car garage & bal-
cony, large mature
shady trees. $165,000
MLS# 203111

NN EE WW   LL II SS TT II NN GG

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

4004-H: Buckhead
Ridge Lake Access
home on a large cul-
de-sac Lot with a lot
of potentials. Water
on both sides, partial
seawall. $89,000
MLS# 202218

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School wrestlers got off 
to a good start as the young Brahmans defeat-
ed the Martin County Tigers 54-30 in front of a 
huge partisan crowd Wednesday night.

Okeechobee got victories from Josh Gruber 

at 130 pounds, Vance Wilkerson at 125, Chris 
Bleakley 135, Julio Torres 140, Donald Bryan 
145, Leonel Ruiz 171, David Sanchez 189, 
Tony Bonnett at 215 and Zac Griffi th at heavy-
weight.

Wrestling Coach Bruce Jahner said his team 
had nerves as they competed in front of friends 
and family for the fi rst time this year, “The fi rst 
match always brings some jitters. We were 
able to come forth and get the win,” he said. 
“It is a good starting point. From here, we can 
build and learn a bit. We see our strengths and 
weaknesses now and can make adjustments 
in practice.”

Okeechobee got wins from Ryan Hagan, 
Daniel Jansen, and Ryan Meigs in the junior 
varsity portion of the match.

Coach Jahner said some of the kids are still 
adjusting to management of their weight for 
matches. He stated a couple of kids have the 
fl u bug and weren’t at full strength.

“Overall, I thought it was a nice home event. 
The fi rst meet at home brings some nerves due 

to the big crowd. Everybody was a little jittery 

but this wasn’t a bad start.”

The JV wrestling team competes Saturday 

at Fort Pierce Central. The next varsity match 
will be Wednesday, Dec. 2, at home against 
Clewiston. Match time is 6 pm.

Okeechobee High School Wrestling Team wins opener

Special to the Okeechobee News/Josephine O’Mallan

Softball champs
The women’s softball league ended on Monday, Nov. 16. Champions from Physi-
cians Weight Loss in Okeechobee include: (Standing in back L to R) Megan Ran-
dolph, Ellie Suarez, Helen Platt, Jordyn Nealis, Gina Gray, Stephanie Weldon, Carla 
Gopher, DJ Brantley, and Stormy Stokes. Kneeling are: Kristy Crawfrod, Kim Har-
graves, Pam Matthews; Kids- Zeke Matthews, Megan Hargraves, Raeley Matthews, 
Julia Weldon, Kassie Weldon, Madi Hargraves, Savannah Mintz, Sydney Matthews, 
Isabela Lagos.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
(r-l) Josh Gruber, Donald Bryan and 
other Okeechobee wrestlers show 
their sportsmanship after their victory 
over Martin County Wednesday.

Okeechobee Club Soccer is hosting a Soc-
cer Referee Clinic the fi rst two weekends in 
December. Those looking to earn extra mon-
ey working for high school or travel soccer 
games in the state of Florida can become a 
certifi ed referee through this 18-hour clinic. It 
will be held at Yearling Middle School, Satur-
day, Dec. 5 and 12, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Sunday, Dec. 6 and 13 from 1-4 p.m. To regis-
ter, visit www.fsr-inc.com (“Become a Refer-
ee”) before the Nov. 29 deadline. The course 

number is A7-08-1209-08 and costs $100. For 
more information, call Brian King at 863-610-
0084.

Currently, Okeechobee does not have any 
residents who are certifi ed to referee soccer 
matches and the school system has to pay ref-
erees travel time and expenses to come refer-
ee games. It is also an opportunity for people 
to make extra income as referees are needed 
mostly at nights and weekends.

Soccer Refs clinic registration to open



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School’s Boys Soccer 
Team reversed roles in game two as their 
defense played well while their offense 
struggled.

Okeechobee prevailed 3-1 over Fort 
Pierce thanks to solid defense and more en-
ergy and focus.

Okeechobee Coach Lonnie Sears said he 
was unhappy with how his team played af-
ter a tough loss Monday night against Martin 
County, 

“It was a good match tonight. Ft. Pierce 
(0-3), is better than their record. They’ve 
played good teams,” the coach said. “I 
thought they would be a little weaker than 
they were. They were impressive. They are 
going to be a team to deal with next year.”

Erick Garcia scored two goals and Os-
car Garcia added a third goal to provide the 
Brahman scores. Diego Rodriguez had an 

assist. Goal tender Basilio Ruiz had three 
saves in the Brahman net.

“We had some solid play and perfor-
mances,” Sears said. “We tightened up on 
the defensive end a lot. We didn’t push up 
as much and the players listened to what we 
said. We don’t have the speed defensively 
this year so we have to be conservative and 
play deeper. It’s kind of like a safety in foot-
ball.”

Alex Lopez scored on a long shot for Fort 
Pierce in the early stages of the second half. 
He creamed a shot from 45 yards away.

Okeechobee basically controlled play in 
the fi rst half but the Cobras were energized 

after the goal and kept the ball in Okeecho-

bee’s end for a portion of the second half.

“We eventually took control,” Sears add-

ed, “We had a lot of chances offensively to 

put the ball in the net. One went across the 

net. Our fi nishing wasn’t too impressive to-

night. Against Martin County we did an awe-

some job near the net, tonight we switched 

roles. Defense was a lot better, and the of-

fense struggled.”

Okeechobee plays at Suncoast on Mon-

day night at 8 p.m.

OHS Boys Soccer Team wins fi rst match

Now In Stock 
Your Winter
Supplement

Feeds for Cattle

ATTENTION: FARMERS & RANCHERS

Protein Blocks, Energy Blocks, All Natural
Blocks, Round Bales,

Liquid Feed...

Walpole Feed
& Supply Co. 763-6905

Hwy. 98 N., Okeechobee
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Okeechobee News/Charlse Murphy
Hunter Pritchard competes for the 
ball with a Fort Pierce player during 
Wednesday’s match.

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School Girls Soccer 
Team coach Julie Bohannon got her career 
off to a fl ying start Tuesday as the girls soccer 
team clobbered Heartland Christian, 8-0, at 
Brahman stadium.

It was actually the fi rst victory for any 
sport at Brahman stadium this year.

“I am incredibly proud of the way the 
team performed last night,” Bohannon said 
Wednesday, “We are excited and geared up 
for the season. We are really working hard 
towards a winning season despite the ob-
stacles that have faced us in past years.”

Crystal Garcia had three goals, LeAnna 
Cotton and Tiffany McGee had two goals, 
and Emily Raulerson, and Abril Maldonado 
had one goal apiece for the Brahmans.

“The girls have been training since mid 
October and last night’s game provided us 
the fi rst opportunity to see the girls in ac-
tion. I feel that overall the girls played a great 
game. We did out match them in number 

and skill, but our training was evidence in 
our passes and communication.”

Megan Clements had a shutout in goal 
for Okeechobee, (1-0).

The girl’s next home match will be on 
Dec. 1 against Treasure Coast.

Lady Brahmans roll 
past Heartland Christian

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Tiffany McGee, (right) attempts a shot 
from 20 yards away during the soccer 
match on Tuesday against Heartland 
Christian. McGee had two goals in the 
match.
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