
Miss Okeechobee County Fair Queen, 
Alexandria Ming placed in the top 15 at the 
2010 Miss Florida Teen USA pageant, held 
Oct. 2–4 in Hollywood, Fla. 

She competed with girls, ages 15-19, from 
all across the state. The competition began 
with a personal interview with the judges on 
Friday. The preliminary pageant was held on 
Saturday, where she competed in swimwear 
and evening gown. 

At the fi nal competition on Sunday it was 
then announced that Miss Ming had made 
the top 15 and she continued to compete 
in the fi nal division of the pageant. The fi -
nal competition included onstage interview, 
swimwear and evening gown. Family and 

friends who attended the competition were 
so proud of her. “It was an amazing journey. 
She was amazing and I am beyond proud,” 
said Donny Arnold, Miss Okeechobee Coun-
ty Fair Pageant Director. 

It was evident throughout the pageant 
that Alexandria represented Okeechobee 
very well. In a written statement to Donny 
Arnold, Jules Meyer, offi cial coach of Flor-
ida USA stated, “Just wanted to say how 
proud you must be of Alex as she helped 
put Okeechobee on the map at Florida Teen 
USA. I am beyond proud to call her a Pag-
eant Ready Girl! You are one amazing direc-
tor and hats off to you and your team for 
leading the efforts on Alex’s amazing pag-
eant journey.” Donny also received this writ-
ten statement from Robin Fleming, the of-
fi cial clothier of Florida USA, “…what can I 
say, Alex knocked it out of the ballpark, I am 
so proud to say La Casa Hermosa dressed 
her!”

Many of Alexandria’s family and friends 
attended the pageant. Those cheering her on 
included her parents, John Allen and Sharon 
Ming; Donny and Madonna Arnold with son 
Ryan; 2008 Miss Okeechobee County Fair 
Queen Mary Ann Barber; Miss Okeechobee 
County Fair Pageant Co-Director Bridgette 
Waldau; Miss Okeechobee County Fair Pag-
eant photographer Rafael Pacheco; Tracy 
Sills, Sondra Sills, Lauren Sills, Christina 
Close, Jennifer Maddox, and Cheryl Daniels.

Okeechobee should be very proud of the 
hard work and effort that Alexandria did to 

prepare for this pageant. Since her reign she 

has been representing our community at 

many events in the county as well as outside 

the community. Terry Burroughs, Okeecho-

bee County Fair Association treasurer states, 

“Alex exemplifi es the quality of the young 

people in our community. She has raised the 

bar of excellence for future pageant queens. 

Alex demonstrated that hard work and per-

severance serves as the map for success. 

The Okeechobee County Fair Board is very 

proud of her representation of our County.”

The Miss Okeechobee Fair Pageant com-

mittee would like to thank the community 

for all of their support in helping Alexandria 

with her journey to the Miss Florida Teen 

USA Pageant. She worked extremely hard 

to gain your support and she truly lived up 

to her promise to represent Okeechobee in 

a respectful and positive manner. Okeecho-

bee can follow Alex’s reign and participa-

tion in the Miss Florida Teen USA pageant 

on the Okeechobee County Fair’s website at 

www.okeechobeecountyfair.com. The state 

pageant was taped and will be televised at 

a later date. The date of the airing will be 

announced when known. Alexandria’s 

reign continues until March 13, 2010 where 

she will crown the 2010 Miss Okeechobee 

County Fair Queen.

Current Fair Queen fairs well at state pageant

Okeechobee County Health Department

Building the foundation for a healthy future 
for the residents of Okeechobee County

Invitation to:
The Tobacco-Free

Initiative of Okeechobee
Network Meeting

DATES:
Wednesday, September 16, 2009
Wednesday, November 18, 2009

Wednesday, January 20, 2010
TIME: 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm

PLACE:
Hampton Inn Conference Room

1200 NE Park Street 
(next to the post office)

RSVP to: 863-462-5781
Lunch will be provided

Looking for representatives from: Local
Businesses, All Schools, Colleges, Faith-
Based and Youth Organizations, Parents

& Parent Teachers Associations, Hospital,
Health Care Providers, Day Care

Providers & Law Enforcement Agencies,
State, City & County Agencies
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Miss Okeechobee
Miss Alexandria Ming, Okeechobee’s 
reigning County Fair Queen for 2009 
competed in the recent Miss Florida 
Teen 2010 Pageant held on Oct. 2-4. 
Miss Ming made it into the Top 15 in 
the pageant.

With 2010 models arriving in dealer 
showrooms, the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice reminds taxpayers that purchasing a 
new car, light truck, motor home or mo-
torcycle could qualify them for a special 
deduction for the state and local sales and 
excise taxes on their 2009 tax returns.

Purchases made before Jan. 1, 2010, 
will qualify for this deduction under the 
American Recovery & Reinvestment Act 
of 2009 (ARRA).

The deduction is limited to the sales 
and excise taxes and similar fees paid on 
up to $49,500 of the purchase price of a 
new vehicle. The deduction is reduced for 
joint fi lers with modifi ed adjusted gross 
incomes (MAGI) between $250,000 and 
$260,000 and other taxpayers with MAGI 
between $125,000 and $135,000. Taxpay-
ers with higher incomes do not qualify.

Taxpayers who make qualifying new 
vehicle purchases this year can estimate 
the deduction with the help of Worksheet 
10 in IRS Publication 919, How Do I Ad-
just My Withholding? Lines 10a to 10k of 
the worksheet show how to take into ac-
count purchases above the $49,500 limit, 
as well as the reduced deductions for tax-
payers at higher income levels.

The special deduction is available re-
gardless of whether taxpayers itemize de-
ductions on their returns. Taxpayers who 
do not itemize will add this additional 
amount to the standard deduction on 
their 2009 tax return.

For those that have questions about 
the deduction for sales tax and other fees, 
these questions and answers might help. 
A video on the IRS Youtube.com channel 
and audio podcasts in English and Span-
ish are also available to help taxpayers 
take full advantage of the deduction.
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