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New Emergency 
Operations Center 
may come up again 
on county agenda

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County may get a 
new emergency operations center 
sooner than expected.

The proposed emergency op-
erations center, which played a 
big part in the recent budget dis-
cussions and which many people 

thought had been postponed for 
another year, was an unexpected 
topic of discussion at the Thursday 
meeting of the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners.

The board also discussed hav-
ing meetings at night and a pos-
sible sales tax to help fi nance 
the emergency medical services 
(EMS) program. The remainder 
of the relatively short meeting was 
concerned with routine matters. 

Capital projects manager Don-
nie Oden stated that the county 
had appropriated $5.6 million in 
the 2008/2009 budget for the con-
struction of the emergency opera-

tions center. The low bid was $3.6 
million, which was considerably 
lower than expected. The initial 
estimate was $4.8 million. The 
county would be using a total 
of $1.5 million in state and fed-
eral grants. Subtracting the grant 
money from the bid and adding 
the costs of required fees and add-
ing fi ve percent for contingencies 
would make the total cost to the 
county $2.4 million, leaving $3,2 
million of the original appropri-
ated amount unspent. 

“I still don’t think we can afford 
it,” was the opinion of Commis-
sion Chairman Clif Betts.

Commissioner Ray Domer 
was concerned about the cost to 
maintain and operate the building. 
Commissioner Joey Hoover want-
ed to know the economic impact 
of the project and the possibility of 
using local labor.

“I, for one, am not decided one 
way or anther,” Commissioner 
Hoover added.

Mr. Oden noted that of 19 peo-
ple working to restore the historic 
courthouse, 13 are local.

The proposed emergency op-
erations center would also be used 

County may reconsider EOC plans

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Vickie Chapman has a story to 
tell.

Her eyes light up and she fl ash-
es a smile as she talks about the 
day she almost died, the day doc-
tors gave her a 3 percent chance 
of survival.

She is living proof that some-
times, people do beat the odds.

Five years ago, the Okeechobee 
grandmother was driving south-
bound on State Road 710 with 
her daughter and grandson when 
she heard a “click.” She glanced 
back to see the active 7-year-old 
had undone his seat belt. Always 
safety conscious, she found a safe 
place to pull over, stopped the car 
and made sure the seat belt was 
properly fastened and the young 
man properly chastised before 
proceeding.

That action probably saved the 
boy’s life. Very soon his position 
in the vehicle would determine his 
future.

At the intersection of Martin 
Grade, Mrs. Chapman put on her 
turn signal and slowed the car to 

a stop, waiting for the heavy traf-
fi c to clear. She glanced in the rear 
view mirror and to her horror real-

ized a southbound semi was rap-
idly closing the distance between 
them. She did not have time to get 

her car out of the way of the big 
rig.

Saved by grace: Okeechobee woman believes in miracles
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Vickie Chapman holds up a poster size photo of her car after the accident that changed her 
life. The vehicle was crushed around her and the “Jaws of Life” had to be used to cut her from 
the wreckage.

See County — Page 14

See Miracles — Page 14


