
Flagler Park: Labor Day Festival under way

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
Rylee Kirkey, 8, and Alee Kirkey, 5, shopped for marionette 
toys at the Labor Day festival on Saturday in Flagler Park.

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
The “Okeechobee Tea Party” was also held in Flagler Park on 
Sunday, with local residents gathering to peacefully protest 
recent actions by the U.S. government. Mary Staley decorated 
a hat with tea bags to protest gun control, compulsory gov-
ernment health care, the power given to offi cials who were 
not elected and “too many taxes!”

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
The Okeechobee Steelers 
were among the groups to 
entertain at the Labor Day 
Festival in Flagler Park on 
Saturday. The festival con-
tinues today and Monday.

Sunday, September 6, 2009Vol. 100 No. 107

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads

Index
Classifi eds ..................................16-17
Community Calendar ........................ 5
Crossword ....................................... 15
Obituaries .......................................... 6
Opinion .............................................. 5
Speak Out ......................................... 4
Sports ....................................12,18-20
Weather ............................................. 5

Pogey’s Family Restaurant
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763-7222

14.22 feet
Last Year: 14.75 feet

Lake Levels

Source: South Florida Water 
Management District. Depth given 
in feet above sea level
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75¢ Plus tax 

See page 4 for information about 
how to contact this newspaper.

Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Offer good until 9/30/09

863-623-3070

beltone.com

50% OFF
of your previous purchase price toward a new

set of Beltone hearing aids. 
See store for details 

Up
To

Introducing Beltone TouchTM

Small, smart & so comfortable you’ll forget it’s
there. Touch’s ground-breaking in-the-ear design

gives you the look you
want with the 
performance you need. 

Hear the Difference
Because Touch is hidden inside
the ear. The Touch helps you hear
more clearly, even when there’s
background noise.  Plus, it adjust
automatically to any sound envi-
ronment

Cash for

Clunkers at Beltone?

It’s a Hearing Aid 

Trade-In Special All Major Credit Cards
Accepted

Beltone will give you Feel Confident
Touch is so small it
practically vanishes
in your ear. It’s so
comfortable and 
secure you won’t even
notice you have it on.

3268 US Hwy. 441 S.
Okeechobee

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Something new came to 
Okeechobee Thursday night, Sept.
3 as interested citizens gathered
at the Okeechobee County Health
Department Auditorium for a two
and one half hour town hall meet-
ing concerning the proposed EMS
assessment. Over 100 people fi lled
the seats, lined the side walls, stood
four deep in the back of the room
and milled around outside.

“It is really your meeting,” 
County Administrator Lyndon Bon-
ner told the crowd as he introduced
consultant Lee Evett who gave an
overview of the reasoning behind
the assessment process and how
the actual costs were calculated. 

“They are not taxes because 
you pay a predetermined amount
for a particular service,” the con-
sultant said of the assessment pro-
cess. He went on to state that the
assessment was based on a benefi t
analysis and everyone pays their
proportional share. 

“Assessments may fund only 
authorized services,” he added.
The cost breakdown is $74 for indi-
vidual residences and $2 per hotel/
motel room and RV space. Com-
mercial property is assessed at 6
cents a square foot and industrial
space is assessed at one cent per
square foot. 

To his credit, Mr. Evett remained 
calm and professional in spite of
some heated outbursts. 

“Governments are having to 
make some severe decisions,” Mr.
Evett stated. 

“Our total revenues have gone 
down signifi cantly,” Mr. Bonner
told the crowd. 

Citizens 
voice views
on EMS ‘tax’

See EMS — Page 2

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee’s annual Labor 
Davy festival began Saturday 
in Flagler Park in downtown 
Okeechobee. A wide variety of 
arts and crafts booths displayed 
jewelry, artwork, toys, cloth-
ing and other handmade items. 
Food vendors offered everything 
traditional, Seminole fry bread to 
Greek gyros.

The festival continues today 
and Monday from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. On Monday, the Labor Day 
parade will be at 10 a.m. on Par-
rott Avenue and State Road 70  
in downtown Okeechobee, with 
the parade route ending just 
west of  Flagler Park.

The Cattlemen’s Labor Day 
Rodeo will be today and Mon-
day, starting each day with mut-
ton bustin’ at 2 p.m. and rodeo 
events at 2:30 p.m., at the Agri-
Civic Center. Spectator entrance 
is off State Road 710.

Rodeo today 
and Monday



A father and son from Tequesta drowned 
in Lake Okeechobee Saturday morning 
while fi shing a bass tournament according 
to Florida Wildlife Commission sources.

John Allen Reed and William Allen Reed 
were fi shing the Christian Team Trail Bass 
Tournament in the area of Kings Bar when 
the tragedy occurred. 

Around 8 a.m., other fi shermen in the 
tournament heard splashing and went to 
investigate.

The fi shermen saw a body fl oating just 
barely under the surface. They pulled the 
body into their boat and attempted to revive 
him but were unsuccessful.

A few minutes later, the fi shermen found 
the second body but again attempts to re-
vive him failed.

The fi shermen contacted FWC.
Apparently neither of the drowning vic-

tims was wearing a life vest. 
Their red and gray Storm bass boat’s en-

gine was not on, but the boat was also not
anchored. Tournament rules only require
life vests be worn when the boat motor is
running. However, FWC offi cials encourage
everyone to wear life vests at all times when
out on the water.

Ages of the drowning victims and other 
details were not available at press time.

Two drown on Lake Okeechobee
“This is going to place an undue burden 

on the small businessmen in my congrega-
tion,” asserted Rev. Loy Mershimer, pastor of 
Okeechobee Presbyterian Church. “There 
might be a more moral way,” he added. 

“Taxes will tear down weaker churches,” 
asserted Rev. Calvin Fryar, pastor of Brighton 
Baptist church.  “I don’t like to see churches 
taxed. That’s double dipping.”

He threatened to vote against the com-
missioners who supported the assessment. 

“You elected them to do something that’s 
not easy,” said Mr. Evett, “If you have a better 
idea they would love to hear it.”  

Okeechobee County Fire/Rescue Chief 
Nick Hopkins said the fees charged those 
who call for an ambulance do not fund the 
whole expense of having EMS service avail-
able 24 hours a day. 

“The amount we collect only covers about 
one third of the cost of the EMS service.” He 
added Medicaid and Medicare will only pay 
a certain amount and about 30 percent of 
ambulance charges are uncollectable. 

Mr. Evett added that service charges 
would have to be multiplied two and half 
times without an assessment. In response to 
another question Mr. Evett responded that 
the law would not allow a partial payment. 
People cannot pay their tax and not pay the 
assessment.  

Rev. Mike Brown, pastor of The Gather-
ing, stated that a member of his church 
would pay the assessment, then pay the 
ambulance fee, then pay the church assess-
ment. “He’s paying three times,” the pastor 
asserted 

“There is no free lunch was Mr. Evett’s 
response. 

Rev. Randy Huckabee, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, asked if any commercial busi-
nesses were exempt. He was told that the 
hospital would be exempt. He stated that 
the hospital would benefi t from the assess-
ment because ambulances bring patients 
to the hospital and that the hospital pays a 
fi re assessment. He then asked how many 
calls there were to nonprofi t organizations 
as was told that that information was not 
considered.  “Biblically churches should be 
exempt,” was Rev. Huckabee’s opinion.

Mr. Evett was asked why hotels, motels 

and RV parks were given a separate rate and 
other types of businesses were not singled 
out. He replied that the property appraiser 
has a mechanism for separating hotels, mo-
tels and RV parks from other businesses. He 
also said that the assessment enhances the 
value of the property. 

“The point is you need to fi nd another 
way to give us the services,” stated business 
owner Phil Baughman, “We don’t want to 
pay any more, period. Stop it.” 

Mr. Bonner noted that the landfi ll host 
fees trust fund has dwindled from $20 mil-
lion to $8 million because other counties no 
longer send their trash here. Also interest 
rates have gone down. He said the county is 
looking for a diversifi ed income stream and 
that last year the county was using reserves 
to cover the budget. 

Mr. Bonner noted that the road depart-
ment is working with 13 less people and 
stated that this was the third year county em-
ployees did not get raises. The county has 
also cut back on benefi ts to employees.

“It’s frustrating to me to lay off people,” 
the administrator said. “I’m going to have to 
do it again.

“Your commissioners and constitutional 
offi cers have made substantial cuts,” Mr. 
Bonner said, adding that there were 37 
meetings held in preparing the budget.

“I ask you to understand it is not us versus 
you all,” said Commissioner Joey Hoover. 
“We are in this much as you.” He said he 
was a business owner who pays taxes.

“Talk to me this week if you have an 
idea,” the commissioner said. “Everything 
we do is a balance between the level of ser-
vice and what we can afford.”

“Our revenues fell every month last year,” 
said Mr. Bonner. He conceded that maybe 
some budget meetings should have been 
held at night. “Maybe this will be the begin-
ning of a series,” he said, referring to that 
meeting. Mr. Baughman remarked about 
what called the “incredibly high impact fees.”  
Mr. Bonner responded by saying that other 
counties have found that waiving impact 
fees does not generate new construction. It 
was noted that ad valorem taxes make up 
only 26 percent of the county’s revenue. 

Mr. Bonner stated that the fact that the 
commissioners start their meetings with 
prayers shows their strong moral commit-
ment. “People are looking for divine guid-
ance.”

WITH
COUPON

6AM-10PM - SUN - THU • 6AM-11PM - FRI - SAT
OPEN 7 DAYS Check out our specials at 

www.clockrestaurantsfla.com

Buy 1 get 1 FREE
Any Burger or Sandwich from Regular

Menu with purchase of 2 beverages.

Equal or Less Price

BBREAKFAST
DEALS

ANYTIME         7 DAYS A WEEK

$449

$$599

LUNCH
SPECIALS

$529
Add a Drink 99¢

DINNER
CHOICES

Starting at

1111 S. Parrott Ave, Okeechobee 
863-467-2224

Prime Rib
Dinner $999

ea.

2 Senior Dinners 

2 for $1159

Off Regular Menu

Lunch or
Dinner

Included soup or salad, ice cream or pudding

From 
Senior Menu

With CouponMonday - Friday

$100 OFF

$599

Breakfast Bar
$679

Lunch Bar

Monday thru Friday 

YYYoo uu   AArr ee   II nn vv ii tt ee dd   
Join the VNA of Florida’s Groudbreaking Ceremony

on our First Assisted Living Facility 

GRAND OAKS~A VNA Community ~
Wednesday, September 9th • 10:00 a.m. 

The winner of the Naming Contest is Jane Krebs
RRefreshments will be served

203 SE 2nd St. Okeechobee 

5561-996-6605561-996-6605
2619 W. Canal St. North2619 W. Canal St. North

SLEEVE OF BALLS EACH ROUND

W/COUPON

$15 WEEKDAYS • $20 WEEKENDS

www.sugarcanegol f c lub . com

Summer Special
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EMS
Continued From Page 1

Okeechobee High School’s Volleyball 
Team won their fi rst road match of the year 
in impressive fashion Thursday night, 25-15, 
25-14, and 25-15, over the Lady Gators of 
Glades Day School.

Rebekah Bryan had 15 service points, 
seven aces, no service faults, and four kills 
to lead the Lady Brahmans (2-0). LeAnna 
Cotton had a strong match in her initial ap-
pearance of the year with 12 assists. Monica 
Koger had seven kills and Janezzka Koger 
added six kills at the net. Paige McCrary had 
four blocks at the net. Coach Todd Jones 
said he was happy to see his girls get a win 
on the road. Okeechobee hosted Kings 
Academy on Friday night at 6 p.m.

Lady Brahmans 
defeat Lady Gators



Brian H. Mallonee 
Board Certified Criminial Trial Lawyer

(772) 464-1991
Main office Ft. Pierce

www.stluciecriminallaw.com

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Now Accepting
Felony Cases 

in Okeechobee
County

THEATRE I:  “SHORTS”
Tues., Thurs. & Fri @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun., &

Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@ 3:00
& 7:00.

Sept. 4Sept. 4th th -- Sept. 10Sept. 10thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE II:  “FINAL DESTINATION” 
Tues., Thurs. & Fri @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun., &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@ 3:00

& 7:00.

THEATRE III:  “HALLOWEEN 2”
Tues., Thurs. & Fri @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun., &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@ 3:00

& 7:00.

R

PG

R

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

11 Linda Road, Okeechobee
SAT • SEPT 12 • 3pm

Registration at 2:30 p.m.
• Two over-sized deep-water lots on wide canal
• Buckhead Ridge Subdivision • .87 acres total
• 40’ lagoon dock with sea wall on Parcel B

(build a boat house on it!)
• 10 MINUTES BY BOAT TO THE LAKE!
• Beautiful cypress and cedar trees on both lots
• Two city water meters • FPL electric
• Parcel A = 90’ x 210’ • Parcel B = 90’ x 210’

15 Royal Palm Pointe • Vero Beach, FL 32960
772-562-5015

Details on www.RennickAuctions.com

ABSOLUTE
AUCTION!

AUCTIONEER’S
NOTE:

This is a great
opportunity to buy
a beautifully treed
canalfront property.

DIRECTIONS:
From Okeechobee
go South on US-441
to FL-78; turn right
on FL-78 and go 5
miles to Linda Road.
Turn left and watch
for sign.

TERMS:
• Winning bidder to

deposit 10% at the
Auction

• Personal checks
accepted

• Pay balance at closing
within 30 days

• Title Insurance
provided by Seller

• 10% Buyer’s Premium

AB128
AU155

**This information deemed
reliable but not guaranteed. Buyer

must verify**

Two Lots on wide CanalTwo Lots on wide Canal

Each lot will be Auctioned separately
subject to a bulk bid for the two together

SELLS TO THE
HIGHEST
BIDDER

REGARDLESS
OF PRICE!

For a modest charge, 
each package includes:

Wife Appreciation Day is September 19

special

GRACE EXAMPLE
WIFE APPRECIATION DAY

WIFE APPRECIATION DAY

To my wife, Grace, you are
the best! Love, Tim.

GRACE EXAMPLE

Celebrations

Submit your good news today at http://www.newszap.com
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The following people are among 
Okeechobee’s Most Wanted persons. 
There are active warrants for each of 
them. The criteria for making Okeecho-
bee’s Most Wanted top fi ve is based on 
the severity of the crime in conjunction 
with the age of the warrant.

If you have any information on the 
whereabouts of any of Okeechobee’s 
Most Wanted you can call the Treasure 
Coast Crime Stoppers at 1-800-273-TIPS 
(8477). If you call Treasure Coast Crimes 
Stoppers, you have the option of remain-
ing anonymous. You can also receive a reward if 
the information results in an arrest.

Arnoldo Infante, DOB 1/20/1977, 5’7”, 160 
lbs, brown eyes, black hair, Poss. Cocaine W/I/
Sell, Poss 20gr Marijuana, Poss Drug Parapher-
nalia.

Earl Thomas Brown, DOB 3/29/1988, 
5’11”, 210 lbs, brown eyes, black hair, False Im-
prisonment.

Lester Donald Smith, DOB 6/13/1966, 
5’11”, 215 lbs, brown eyes, brown hair, three 
counts Obtaining or Attempting To Obtain Con-
trolled Substance By Fraud.

Okeechobee’s Most Wanted

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The search is continuing for an Okeecho-
bee man who ran from deputies to avoid 
arrest, even though he had already been 
placed in handcuffs.

Deputy Donald Ellis and 
two other deputies from 
the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) 
went to the home of Reed 
Ashton Hair around 11:18 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 3, 
to arrest him on a Martin 
County arrest warrant. The 
warrant charged Hair with 
dealing in stolen property.

While Hair, 20, was being led from his 
home on S.R. 710 to a patrol car he allegedly 
jerked away from the deputies and fl ed on 
foot. He was able to elude the offi cers in a 
nearby wooded area, stated an OCSO detec-
tive.

Other OCSO deputies, including an OCSO 
K-9, combed the area throughout the night 
but were unable to fi nd Hair. The local depu-
ties were assisted by offi cers from the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) and a helicopter equipped with an 
infrared camera from the Palm Beach Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Offi ce.

“It had rained, which hampered the K-9 
in fi nding Hair’s trail,” explained OCSO De-
tective Ted Van Deman.

At the time of his fl ight, Hair was clad 
only in a pair of boxer shorts.

Hair is a white male who weighs 215 
pounds and stands 6-foot-1-inch.

Detective Van Deman said the man was 
not armed at the time of his escape and is 
not a threat to the community.

“There is nothing in his history to show 
that he would be dangerous,” said the de-
tective.

OCSO records show that, until now, Hair 
has only been arrested on misdemeanor 
charges. The Martin County charge is the 
fi rst felony fi led against Hair, local records 
show.

Those records indicate that Hair was ar-
rested June 25, 2008, on charges of domes-
tic violence and an injunction violation. On 
Feb. 10, 2009, he was arrested on a charge 
of criminal mischief. Hair was again taken 
into custody on July 8, 2009, and charged 
with stalking and trespassing. And on Aug. 
7, 2009, he was arrested on a warrant charg-
ing him with violation of probation - crimi-
nal mischief.

When Hair was last seen he was still 
wearing handcuffs, but Detective Van De-
man did not know if the man’s hands were 
cuffed in front of him or behind him. While 
it wouldn’t be easy, the detective said if the 
man didn’t have a key the cuffs could be re-
moved by using a hacksaw or a large set of 
bolt cutters. He went on to say that most of 
the cuffs used by OCSO personnel are made 
to withstand a 400-pound pull so they are 
not easily broken.

Depending on the brand and model the 
cuffs have a value of $30 to $50.

According to the Martin County warrant, 
Hair was to be placed in the Okeechobee 
County Jail and held there under a bond of 
$75,000.

Rhonda Irons, public information offi cer 
for the Martin County Sheriff ’s Offi ce, said 
the charge against Hair stems from the al-
leged mid-August theft and resale of a quar-
terhorse in Indiantown.

If anyone has any information on Hair’s 
whereabouts, they can call the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce at 863-763-3117; or, 
the Crime Stoppers Tips Line at 1-800-273-
8477. Information provided to the Crime 
Stoppers Tips Line that results in an arrest, 
may yield a reward for the person leaving 
the tip.

Man escapes arrest; is still sought

Lester Donald
Smith

Earl Thomas
Brown

Arnoldo
Infante

Reed Ashton
Hair

Are you over 60? Is your FPL electric 
service being disconnected? Are you low 
income? If the answer to those three ques-
tions is yes, please call Kim at Okeecho-
bee Senior Services, 863-462-5180. We 
have additional EHEAP funds available.

Pregnancy Financial Assistance
Are you pregnant? Have you been 

turned down for Medicaid? Healthy Start 
may be able to help. For information, 
contact Becky Smith at 863-462-5877.

Help with electricity bills



Check out facilities
• To the people of Okeechobee please 

look into the facilities that your elderly loved 
ones are placed in. Please get all the facts 
of the employees before placing your loved 
one’s in a facility. Thank you.

EMS assessment meeting
• EMS assessment. Is not a new tax but a 

different and secure way to fund the service. 
The churches say they shouldn’t be taxed 
because the’re not for profi t. Most residential 
homes are not for profi t but a place to live. 
The church is a place to worship the Lord. 
But people get sick and or hurt at home and 
at church. Some churches are bigger and 
will have to pay more. When your church 
has 65,000 square feet, there are going to be 
taxes. You have a day care that runs Mon-
day through Friday that has kids that may 
get hurt and need help. Part of the 65,000 
square feet includes the Rock where you 
have basketball games and a weight room 
where someone might get hurt and need an 
ambulance. I believe that there is a charge 
for playing upward basketball and cheering 
and the parents are charged for daycare. I 
believe that they would want an ambulance 
to respond to your church for help. Yes, the 
65,000 square feet ads up to almost $4,000 
in assessment. Pay your fair share for the po-
tential accidents at your church.

• I went to the meeting last night. It was 
standing room only, however it was a small 
conference room. We have maybe 40,000 
residents and there may have been 100 in 
the room. Come on, people, we need to get 
to these meetings and get our voices heard. 
After the meeting I spoke to a few people 
and they think it will be passed regardless 
of the outcome of these meetings. Again, 
people you need to vote. This is where our 
voice will truly be heard. You may not have 
been able to attend the meeting but get to 
the voting polls.

• The county commissioners “agenda” is 
probably not in your best interest unless you 
enjoy paying taxes.

• As I understood it the meeting was 
informational only. The vote will be at the 
county commission meeting on Thursday. 
You still have time to show up and let the 
commissioners know how you feel.

H1N1
• A lot of people seem to be concerned 

about the swine fl u vaccine. I was just about 
to take my kids for their regular fl u shots. 
Are those safe? I see we are already having 
cases.

The yankees are coming!
• I think our restaurant owners will be 

very happy to see them. There aren’t enough 
year round residents who eat out regularly  
to keep the restaurants busy all the time. 
With more people cooking at home to save 
money, the restaurants have been feeling 
the pinch. Besides, many of them eat dinner 
at 4:30 p.m., so there are plenty of seats at 
the restaurants when I like eat -- around 7:30 
or 8 p.m.!

• Being in the restaurant “biz,” I am 
actually looking forward to them heading 
back down here. I guess I was lucky and 
had some really nice folks come to where I 
work. They were pleasant to be around and 
not complainers. So I say bring them on. We 
are ready for them!

• Many businesses were turned away by 
our Commissioners over the years because 
of the effects they “might” have on tourism. 
Yet the one that would have improved tour-
ism, Disney was also turned away.

• If the county commissioners kept busi-
ness out, then shame on them. The tourists 
and winter people had no say in that. Most 
of them can’t even vote here because they 
are legal residents of other states.  I think the 
problems that potential business and indus-
try had coming in had more to do with the 
good old boys trying to protect their own 
interests and those of their friends. But now 
we have enough voters that we can make 
a difference if people get involved and back 
candidates who agree that the status quo 
is not good enough and we need to bring 
more jobs here.

• I am glad when our winter residents 
return. Our church attendance more than 
doubles in the winter. There are a lot of 
empty seats in the summer.
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To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com
Speakout: (863) 467-2033
To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
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To Start or Stop A Paper
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The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
ent home-distribution boundaries.
Call 800-282-8586 to report a missed 
newspaper or poor delivery. 

Additional copies of the newspaper are available for
50 cents Wednesday and Friday and 75 cents for
Sunday at the office. Home delivery subscriptions
are available at $18.00 for three months.
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Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

Letters to the editor
Eagles do soar high

As the executive director for the Associa-
tion of Retarded Citizens, (ARC) okeecho-
bee Rehabilitation Facility, Inc., I would like 
to express my heartfelt gratitude towards 
our local community as well as the Cypress 
Hut Fraternal Order of Eagles #4509, for the 
wonderful fundraiser that took place in April 
of this year.

The ARC of Okeechobee was awarded 
a grant for a much needed new bus. The 
award was in the amount of $88,000 and 
required a 10 percent match of $8,800. This 
was a wonderful opportunity for the ARC of 
Okeechobee and all those who attend our 
facility.

To some, we are the only transporta-
tion to activities in the community, not to 
mention a ride to and from our Adult Day 
Training facility. The ARC has to raise the 10 
percent match by the time the new bus was 
delivered. With today’s economy, and the 
State of Florida budget cuts, the ARC was 
not sure how we would make the match by 
the delivery date.

In April of 2009, FOE Aerie #4509 came 
to the ARC’s rescue by offering to hold a 
much needed fundraiser. On May 2, FOE Ae-
rie #4509 held a fundraiser in the form of a 
grilled chicken dinner with all the fi xings and 
were sold to the local public. They also held 
a live auction with items donated by our lo-
cal community. We had a fantastic turn out! 
Aerie #4509 raised over $1,500 from the 
auction alone. What a day to remember! 
FOW can be very proud of all the dedicated, 
hard working individuals that belong to this 
Aerie. All members poured their hearts and 
souls into making this fundraiser a success, 
and they worked with pride in doing so.

I would like to take a moment to thank 
a few passionate people for all their help in 
making this fundraiser a huge success. Aux-
iliary Madam President, Ms. Valerie Falco; 
Aerie Worthy President, Bill Huston; Aerie 
Secretary, Tommy Peters who cooked all 
the meat outside in the heat. All the Auxil-
iary member who contributed the wonder-
ful side dishes to make the meal complete. 
What a “spread of food” we had to offer 
those who came out to support the event. 
I would also like to thank Jim and Debbie 
Harper for donating the day’s entertainment 
and auctioneer services. Last, but not least, 
I would like to thank all the local merchants 
for donating items that were used during the 
auction. Mim’s Veterinary, Lunker’s Sports 

Grill, The Gun Shop, Everglades Farm Equip-
ment, Morgan’s Furniture, Garrards Tackle
Shop, Total Fitness, Style Studio, Paul Bram-
lett, Birds by Crowe, S. Whitiker’s Auto De-
tailing, Quick Change, Pat’s Floral Design,
Cowboy’s Restaurant, W&W Lumber, Bab-
cock Home Furniture and More, Big Mike’s
Sports Grill, Bill’s Shoe Repair, Brahma Bull
Restaurant. Brenda Byrd and Jeannie Bram-
lett with the ARC, worked tirelessly collecting
items which would be used for door prizes;
with their hard work and the generous sup-
port of the community the donations kept
pouring in, the Eagles suggested using the
items in the auction, which turned out to be
a wonderful idea.

I would like to thank a few special guests 
that attended this event, Sheriff Paul May
and his wife, Deloris May and Commissioner
Noel and Louise Chandler for their contin-
ued support and belief in our mission.

On August 20, Cypress Hut FOE Aerie 
#4509 presented a check to the ARC of
Okeechobee in the amount of $3,102. The
ARC’s new bus has been delivered.

It is through supporters such as the FOE 
and our local community, which allows the
ARC of Okeechobee to provide such excel-
lent services. As a 501 (c)(3), non-profi t cor-
poration, we can proudly say that we have
been serving individuals with disabilities in
Okeechobee for 45 years.

Thank you and God Bless,
Nancy Zeigler
Executive Director
ARC Okeechobee

Special to the Okeechobee News

Needs a home
This playful calico kitten is just one 
of many kittens and cats available 
for adoption at the Humane Soci-
ety/Pet Rescue on Highway 98 . For 
information call 863-357-1104.



Sunday
A.A. meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at 

the Church of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third 
St. It will be an open step meeting.

A.A. open 12 step meeting from 7:30 
until 8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Savior, 
200 N.W. Third St.

Monday
A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 

1 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church, 
200 N.W. Second St. This will be an open 
meeting.

Artful Appliquers meets at the Turtle Cove 
Clubhouse, 10 Linda Road, Okeechobee 
on Mondays from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. Turn 
left at the Moose lodge and go around the 
curve just past the church. Bring a lunch and 
join us for a fun day of applique. Everyone 
is welcome. For more information please 
contact Karen Graves at 863-763-6952.

Tuesday
Civil Air Patrol set to meet
The Civil Air Patrol meets each Tuesday 

evening at the Okeechobee Airport T-Hanger 
#1, meetings start at 7:30 p.m. For informa-
tion please call Capt. Joe Papasso 561-252-
0916 or Lt. Greg Gernat 863-697-9915.

 Freedom Ranch Al-Anon meets every 
Tuesday and is open to all who deal with 
someone with addictions. There is support 
with this epidemic. The meetings are Tues-
days at 7 p.m. at the Freedom Ranch, 11655 
Hwy. 441 S.E. Contact Jay at 863-467-8683 
for questions or concerns.

The Lighthouse Refuge Support 

Group is for women who are hurting, home-
less or have been abused. They meet on the 
fi rst and third Tuesday of every month from 
noon until 2 p.m. at First Baptist Church, 401 
S.W. Fourth St., and on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of every month from 6:30 until 8:30 
p.m. at the Red Cross, 323 N. Parrott Ave. For 
more information call Donna Dean at 863-
801-9201 or 863-357-2106.

Okeechobee Substance Abuse 
Coalition meets the second Tuesday of 
the month, at 11:30 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church, lunch is provided. For 
information contact Jim Vensel at 863-697-
1792.

New Beginnings Narcotics Anonymous 
meets at The Gathering Church, 735 SW 24th 
Ave, at 7 p.m. in the youth building behind 
the church. For information, call Monika at 
801-3244 or Rocy at 610-0975.

Rotary Club of Okeechobee meets 
each Tuesday at noon at Golden Corral 
Restaurant, 700 S. Parrott Ave. The meetings 
are open to the public. For information, Call 
Maureen Budjinski at 863-484-0110.

New A.A. Meeting in Basinger: 
There is now an A.A. meeting in Basinger 
on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the Basinger 
Christian Brethren Church on 700-A, north 
off U.S. 98. Beginners are welcome.

Christian Home Educators of 
Okeechobee will meet at the Grace 
Christian Church Fellowship Hall, 701 
S. Parrott Ave. Anyone currently home 
schooling or interested in home schooling 
is welcome. For information, call Lydia Hall 
863-357-6729 or Betty Perera 863-467-6808.

Al-Ateen - meeting will be held at the 

Church of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St., 
at 8 p.m. For more information, please call 
Amy at 863-763-8531 or Dan 561-662-2799. 

Al-Anon meeting will be held at the 
Church of Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St., at 
8 p.m.

A.A. Closed discussion meeting from 8 
until 9 p.m. at the Church of Our Savior, 200 
N.W. Third St.

Grief and Loss Support Group meets 
every Tuesday at 10 a.m. at the Hospice 
Building, 411 S.E. Fourth St., in Okeechobee. 
Everyone is welcome. For information, 
contact Brenda Nicholson at 863-467-2321.

Family History Center meets from 1 
until 5 p.m. at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, 310 S.W. Sixth St. Anyone 
interested in fi nding who your ancestors are 
is welcome to attend. For information, call 
The Family History Center at 863-763-6510 
or Richard Smith at 863-261-5706 for special 
appointments.

Widows and Widowers support group 
meets at 7:30  a.m. at the Clock Restaurant, 
1111 S. Parrott Ave., for breakfast. For 
information, June Scheer at 863-634-8276

The Gathering Church Overcomers 
Group meets at 7:30 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall at 1735 S.W. 24th Ave. This is a men’s 
only meeting. For information, call Earl at 
863-763-0139.

Bible study at the Living Word of 
Faith Church, 1902 S. Parrott Ave., at 7 
p.m. Informal and informative discussions 
bring many Bible truths to life. Everyone is 
invited.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon until 
1 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church, 

200 N.W. Second St. This will be an open
meeting.

Okeechobee Substance Abuse 
Coalition meets every second Tuesday, 
at 11:30 a.m. at the First United Methodist
Church. For information contact Jim Vensel
at 863-697-1792.

The Lighthouse Refuge support group 
meets at Believers Fellowship Church, 300
S.W. Sixth Ave. from noon until 2 p.m. then
from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. Women who need
emotional support or someone just to care
are welcome. For information call the hot
line 863-801-9201 or 863-697-9718.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a 
weekly meeting. Overeaters Anonymous 
(OA) meets at the Okeechobee Presbyterian
Church, 312 N. Parrott Avenue on Tuesdays,
6 until 7 p.m. (Use 4th Street entrance.)
Overeaters Annonymous is not a diet club.
The only requirement for membership is a
desire to stop eating compulsively. For more
information call Loretta at 863-763-7165 or
863-697-0206.

The First United Methodist Church, 200 
N.W. Second St., will be hosting God’s 
Time --a morning of free organized
Christian activities that includes play,
instruction and interaction for parents
and their pre-school children. The event
will be held each Tuesday from 9:30 a.m.
until noon. Child care will be provided for
infants during the class. For information,
call 863-763-4021.

Haven of Rest Church, 2947 S.W.
Third Terr., holds meetings for persons with
alcohol and drug related problems at 6 p.m.
For information call 863-357-3053.

Community Calendar

At a
time when newspapers
everywhere are struggling to survive,
you can show your support for your
Okeechobee News newspaper by

purchasing an e-subscription. 
It’s less than 50 cents per issue.

You’ll receive an email with a live
link to the latest issue. 

This will allow you to read the entire
newspaper online --- 

even when you’re traveling. 

Please call 11-800-282-8586 
or subscribe online at 

http://circulation.newszap.com 

Support unbiased   
local 

journalism!
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Proposed property and tax 
assessments 

I guess I made an error when I suggested 
that my (our) county property taxes would 
go up 17 percent. First let me point out that 
all of the following fi gures are based upon 
the notice that I received on my property and 
are based on last year’s fi gures and “If pro-
posed budget change is made” fi gure. The 
portion of the notice which relates to county 
property tax and not any of the school, water 
management or children’s council fi gures.

The millage rate, the dollars paid per 
$1,000 property value, you pay on the coun-
ty taxtable value of the property being as-
sessed after exemptions. This rate has gone 
from .006272 percent ($6.272 per $1,000 in 
taxable value) to .00769 percent ($7.69 per 
$1,000 in taxable value). This represents an 
increase of 22.51 percent in the millage rate 
over last year.

This increase makes my estimated tax go 
up 22.83 percent above last year; but wait, 
there is more. You should have received an-
other notice on tax assessments? This notice 
is for the fees for EMS and Fire Rescue. The 
new EMS was in my last year’s county tax-
es and now has been moved to a separate 
tax, $74, so, this is an increase that I need 
to add into my fi gure. Why? Because all that 
has done was to move it from one side to 
another. Then, an additional $10 raise in fi re 
rescue from $100.

So I added up the proposed tax from that 

fi gure to get the proposed increase in dol-
lars. Now, I divide the increase by my last 
year’s county tax paid and I get a 41.15 per-
cent increase. What do you get with your 
fi gures?

If you should attend the Town Hall meet-
ings on the proposed budget, just remember 
your county administrator, the author of the 
budget, makes a great salary with benefi ts, 
$167K, along with his staff and two assis-
tants and fi ve secretaries, $492K, I hope they 
are not also looking for a 22.61 percent raise 
to match the millage increase.

One fi nal note on your bill, CO Bonds, 
this has gone up 116 percent, how many 
years will we pay this? If the county cannot 
pay for it when built, then don’t build it.

(Solid Waste Assessment, you should 
go to this meeting and hear the 48 percent 
increase garbage). Save your money, these 
taxes are due starting the fi rst week in No-
vember.

Have a nice tax day,
Tom Murphy

Thank you for the support
The Eubanks family would like to thank 

everyone that participated and donated to 
the yard sale and spaghetti dinner for our 
family at the Ft. Drum Community Church. 
There are not enough words to express how 
much we appreciate the support. Please 
continue to keep us in your thoughts and 
prayers.

Selena Eubanks

Letter to the Editor
Today: Mostly cloudy with a high near 88 and 

a 50 percent chance of scattered showers and 
thunderstorms. Winds will be calm becoming 
east between 5 and 10 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy with low around 73 
and a 30 percent chance of scattered showers 
and thunderstorms before midnight. Winds will 
be from the east around 5 mph.

EXTENDED FORECAST
Monday - Labor Day: Partly cloudy with a 

high near 89 and a 40 percent chance of scat-
tered showers and thunderstorms. Winds will be 
from the east southeast around 5 mph.

Monday night: Partly cloudy with a low 
around 74 and a 30 percent chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Winds will be calm becom-
ing east southeast around 5 mph.

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy with a high near 89 
and a 50 percent chance of scattered showers 
and thunderstorms. Winds will be calm becom-
ing southeast around 5 mph.

Tuesday night: Partly cloudy with a low 
around 74 and a 30 percent chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Winds will be calm.

Local Forecast

The Florida Lottery: Numbers selected 

Thursday in the Florida Lottery are: Cash 3: 
6-2-7; Play 4: 7-7-2-6; Fantasy 5: 12-14-15-

22-31. Numbers selected Friday are: Cash 3: 
7-6-9; Play 4: 3-6-4-1.

Lotteries



Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing 
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Harvey W. ‘Big Daddy’
Sampson Sr.

BASINGER — Harvey W. “Big Daddy” Samp-
son Sr., of Basinger, born Aug. 11, 1919, passed 
away Aug. 26, 2009, with his 
family at his side. He was a 
most amazing father, grand-
father, great-grandfather, best 
friend, role model and hero 
to all.

He was known most of his 
life as “Big Daddy.”   So, ex-
actly what does that mean?

Big Daddy was a man who was not only big in 
size, but big in heart, faith and love of life. His 
heart was big enough to share love with all who 
knew him. His love of life was on a grand scale 
and he made you feel good just being around 
him. He always had a joke, a story or poem to 
share with you...and it had a way of ministering 
to you, regardless of your need. He was a tower 
of strength and source of inspiration to so 
many. His abiding faith in the Lord will remain 
with us in our hearts and in the verses that he 
wrote in his books of poems. He would remind 
all of you at this time to remember to spend 
time with those you love, in this hustle and bus-
tle of life. Time spent with loved ones creates 
memories that will live on in the hearts of loved 
ones and will leave a legacy that can never be 
taken away.

Poem written by Harvey Sampson:

Don’t Save your Roses

If you’ve something nice to say
Don’t save it “till another day”
We’re never sure of to-morrow
Or if it will bring joy or sorrow

How sad to see folks standing by
With beautiful fl owers stacked so high
How nice had you earlier said
“I love you friend,” before they were dead

The Ones the fl owers for now dead are gone
With only memories lingering on
You know- Roses given in any form
Oft cheers the sad- give them away

Obituaries
Is now offering FCAT Preparation courses

for grades 3-5 from 4-6pm Mon.-Thurs.

Session A: Aug.31st-Oct. 12th

(Deadline to register is Aug. 27th)

Session B: Sept 28th-Nov.12th 

(Deadline to register is Sept. 24th)

BBrainy Bunch Tutoring Academy 

These 6 week courses include:
*(12) 1 hour sessions  
*Reading Comprehension Strategies
*Improvement in Fluency
*Test taking skills  

Cost is only $360.00 for the entire course. 
Brainy Bunch Tutoring Academy

Owned & Operated by Certified Teachers
909 South Parrott Ave, Suite H in the Sun Plaza

Call 357-1137 to reserve your spot today

These skills are 
necessary to

improve
performance in

reading in order to
tackle the FCAT!

Don’t delay;
there are only

21 spaces 
available. 

You get a health 
checkup every year--
how about a health
insurance checkup?

Berger Insurance Services, Inc.
800 South Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

Free review and no obligation quote.
We write with CIGNA, 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
Aetna, and United Healthcare.
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Let someone you love know it TO-DAY

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family asks that memori-
al donations be made to ei-
ther the DC Ranch, P.O. Box 
1791 Okeechobee, Fl 34973, 
phone 863-610-0789 or First 
Baptist Church of Basinger, 
19836 US Highway 98 N 
Okeechobee, Fl 34972-3903, 
phone 863-763-0437.

All arrangements are en-
trusted to the loving care of Bass Okeechobee 
Funeral Home and Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, 
Okeechobee, Fl 34972.

We love you Big Daddy!   You have been, and 
will continue to be, our role model and inspira-
tion.

Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge,
each package includes:

and family

Submit your good news today at

Where Every Clients 
A V.I.P!304 NW Bethany Dr. 

St. Lucie West ~ Behind Publix

772-340-1600 or 1-800-382-0058
TTHESE RATES ARE REAL...
Call Your Family

and Friends- 
Why Stay Home? Interior Cabin Special

pp

Oceanview Cabin Special

$229pp
Including

All
Taxes!!!

Including
All

Taxes!!!

★★ RATES VALID UNTIL SOLD OUT ★★

7-YES
7 NIGHT

THANKSGIVING
Cruise On The 
FFreedom Of
The Seas! 
Nov. 22-29

INTERIOR
CABIN
$649

COMPLETE!!

• Ice Shows • Parades• 
•Fabulous Entertainment• 

• Casino Action• 

4 NIGHT CRUISES ON THE
MONARCH OF THE SEAS 
Sept. 14-18, Sept. 21-25 

Or Sept. 28-Oct. 2
BALCONY SPECIAL

COMPLETE!

$999pp

OCEANVIEW CABIN

COMPLETE!

$799pp

$649PP INCLUDING YOUR
TRANSPORTATION

TO/FROM SLW TRAVEL!

PRIVATE PICK UP IN OKEECHOBEE
FOR GROUPS OF 32 OR MORE!

ST. LUCIE WEST TRAVEL 
772-340-1600
800-382-0058

CRUISE OF THE WEEK! CRUISE OF THE YEAR!

UU-Drive
Special

Drive Yourself To
Port Canaveral And

$AVE! $AVE! $AVE!
Visit ...Nassau and Coco Cay!!

ST. LUCIE 
WEST TRAVEL

You Choose The Date - 
We have The Lowest Rate!

• St. Maarten • St. Thomas • Coco Cay •

$199

pp

Where Every Client Is A V.I.P!

Search obituaries
nationally at

http://www.legacy.com



FORT PIERCE—The Grand Opening of 
the Treasure Coast Public Safety Training 
Complex at Indian River State College on 
Sept. 11, will open the nation’s most com-
prehensive, technologically advanced public 
safety resource to the public for tours and 
interactive activities. The 50-acre, eight-build-
ing complex has already gained national and 
international attention for its proactive ap-
proach to disaster prevention and relief. The 
facility enables IRSC to combine criminal 
justice, fi re science, forensics, emergency 
response and humanitarian aid education 
in one place for coordinated response to all 

types of emergencies. 
In partnership with leading federal, state 

and local agencies, IRSC held nuclear and 
radiation training for this year’s Super Bowl 
security at the Complex, and instructors for 
the advanced training served on the security 
team for the Presidential Inauguration. 

Over 500 students and working profes-
sionals utilize the high-tech facilities of the 
Treasure Coast Public Safety Training Com-
plex every day, preparing for careers or en-
gaging in advanced training. The proximity 
of the Complex at the IRSC Main Campus 
in Fort Pierce enables local agencies to save 

money on continuing education and work 
together to fi ne tune interagency response to 
hurricanes and other natural and man-made 
disasters. Special workshops attract thou-
sands of offi cers from around the country 
who support economic development by uti-
lizing hotels, restaurants and other services. 
For example, over 500 fi re fi ghters and fi re 
rescue professionals will participate in the 
Great Florida Fire School at the Complex in 
November.

Dedication Ceremony
The Dedication ceremony will begin at 

1 p.m. at the Treasure Coast Public Safety 
Training Complex located at 4600 Kirby Loop 
Road, off 35th Street in Fort Pierce. 

IRSC dedicates training complex

If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in
our EZPay

subscription plan, you’ll
not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 
s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you
can read YOUR

newspaper 
anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value
of $72 --
Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is
the most convenient way to pay for
your subscription.  Once it’s set up,
it’s automatic every month.  And with
no bills, no checks and no mail,
EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:
https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:
readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586
It’s all about you, your news, your 

neighbors, your life

22 Implants & Ball  
Attachments Included

Okeechobee 
Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

Email:  DrOAcupuncture@aol.com

ACUPUNCTURE

Dr. Glenn H. Osterweil,
DPM, L.Ac.
Acupuncturist/Podiatrist

Treatment for:
• Insomnia
• Anxiety/Stress
• Low back pain
• Sciatica
• Headaches
• Neck pains
• Weight loss/eating 

disorders
• Stop smoking
• Depression
• Foot/ankle pain
• Fibromyalgia
• Diabetic neuropathy
• Thyroid problems
• Fatigue
• Constipation
• Infertility/impotence
• Menopause
• Chemotherapy 

side effect support

Licensed
Acupuncture
Physician

Assistant Dean of

Western Medicine at

the Florida College of

Integrative Medicine

Berger Clinic
Acupuncture
Center
1105 N Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972
Phone
863-398-4182
for an appointment
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The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Michael James Ritchie, 27, S. 13th St., 
Fort Pierce, was arrested Sept. 3 by Deputy 
Steven McKinley on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with grand theft and 
criminal use of personal identifi cation infor-
mation. His bond was set at $5,000.

• Terrance Torell Spivey, 17, N.E. 17th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested Sept. 3 by 
Offi cer Ryan Holroyd on a juvenile take-and-

hold order charging him with robbery. Spiv-

ey was booked into the Okeechobee County 

Jail then taken to the Department of Juvenile 

Justice Detention Center in Fort Pierce.

• Megan Salina Hair, 20, Arrowhead 

Drive, Interlachen, was arrested Sept. 3 by 

Deputy Corporal Aric Majere on an Okeecho-

bee County warrant charging her with grand 

theft - motor vehicle. Her bond was set at 

$20,000.

This column lists arrests and not convic-

tions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone listed 

here who is later found innocent or has had 

the charges against them dropped is wel-

come to inform this newspaper. The infor-

mation will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

It appears that Okeechobee County Prop-
erty Appraiser Bill Sherman will be going to 
court again. This time it will not be because 
of disagreements over the tax bills of power 
or telephone companies as in the past. Mr. 
Sherman has said he will go to court to con-
test an agricultural classifi cation that was 
upheld by the value adjustment board. 

The value adjustment board, made up 
of two county commissioners, a school 
board member, two citizens and an alter-
nate school board member and an alternate 
citizen member, met on Tuesday, Aug. 21 to 
hear appeals to the property appraiser’s rul-
ings on agriculture classifi cation and home-
stead exemption. Of the cases heard, the 
board upheld the property appraiser’s dis-
approval of agricultural classifi cation in two 
cases, in two other cases they sided with the 
property owner and granted the agriculture 
classifi cation. They also upheld one con-
tested application for homestead exemption 
denial.

The case that took up the most time 
and will be heard again in circuit court was 
the case against Debra Sales and Fortunate 
Farming LLC. An agriculture classifi cation 
was denied for the 270 acres where a mud 
fest has been held for the past several years. 
The property in question is used in conjunc-
tion with about 600 adjacent acres to run 
cattle.

Attorney Robert Gorman stated that the 
property has had agriculture classifi cation 
for many years. He claimed the property in 
question was used primarily for a bone fi de 
agriculture operation and was used only six 
days a year for a mud fest. He argued that an 
incidental use of the land for other purposes 
does not deprive it of being eligible for an 
agriculture classifi cation.

Mrs. Sales explained her cattle operation 
and how she rotated cattle on and off the 
property.

Mr. Duncan contended that the primary 
use of the property was for mud fest, a non 
agriculture use. He presented a video taken 
by the sheriff ’s offi ce showing traffi c on S. 
R. 70 going to the mud fest in February of 
2008. He contended that the soil compac-
tion caused by vehicles and oil leaks in the 
water were detrimental to cattle. He also 
claimed that the mud fest destroyed the 

grass that cattle graze on and that with that 
many people there was a danger of broken 
bottles that could injure cattle. 

“The fact is a large amount of money is 
being spent to have a non-agriculture event 
on this property,” Mr. Duncan said. “The pri-
mary monetary investments were for mud 
fest.

“This property’s primary use is for a non-
agriculture event,” he asserted.

He claimed that it takes several months 
for the land to recover from the effects of the 
six days of mud fest in order to be able to 
support cattle.

Loris Asmussen, an agricultural engineer, 
disputed Mr. Duncan’s claims. He contend-
ed that mud fest did not have an adverse 
affect on the grass. He said the grass recov-
ered within a month. He saw no indication 
that compaction affected the pasture. He 
said there was no difference between how 
this property was managed for grazing and 
how other property that is part of the same 
cattle operation were managed for grazing. 
He said that mud fest did not hinder cattle 
operations.

From the evidence presented, the board 
was convinced that cattle grazing was the 
primary use of the land and voted to give 
the property an agriculture classifi cation, Mr. 
Sherman has stated he will appeal this deci-
sion in the court system.

Turning to other cases, Peter Thompson 
appealed his disapproval of agricultural 
classifi cation. Russ Duncan, of the property 
appraiser’s offi ce, stated that on Jan. 9 and 

on Feb. 23 he found no livestock or signs of 
livestock on Mr. Thompson’s 13.32 acres. He 
said the property was wooded and has very 
little grass. State law says that only lands 
which are used primarily for “bona fi de” 
commercial agriculture purposes on Jan. 1 
shall be classed as agricultural for that year.

It was noted that only a few acres of the 
property in question are fenced.  Based on 
staff information, the board voted to uphold 
the agriculture classifi cation denial.

David Phillips, who also contested his 
denial of an agriculture classifi cation, was 
not present to present his case. Mr. Duncan 
stated that even though Mr. Phillips did not 
meet the requirements of having cattle on 
the property on Jan. 1, there are cattle on the 
property now and if he applies again next 
year he will receive an agriculture classifi ca-
tion. The board voted to uphold the denial.

Clevian Shields was more successful in 
his argument. He felt he should be given an 
agriculture classifi cation since he is raising 
goats on his 26.3 acres. On Jan. 29 Mr. Dun-
can said he saw no livestock on the property. 
Mr. Shields claimed he has been trying to get 
into the goat business but someone keeps 
stealing his goats. He presented receipts for 
buying goats and for feed. Mr. Shields was 
given an agriculture classifi cation for this 
year to give him a grace period to get his 
goat operation organized.

David Klein appealed his denial of home-
stead exemption. The board voted to deny 
homestead exemption based on lack of evi-
dence to establish a homestead.

Property appraiser to go to court again

People have so much to do
and so little time to do it.

To help you deal with your
time constraints, we pack
this little
newspaper with lots of rele-
vant and useful informa-
tion.

We want you to learn what
you need to know quickly,
so you can
experience and enjoy your
community fully.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
calling your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism

GET READY FOR 
HURRICANE SEASON
Residential - Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
Different Makes

LP and Diesel Generators 

Lic #13013175 Se Habla Español
JJames Shockley 
Electrical Services, Inc. 

Call 863-634-1963
For More Information

Transfer

Switch

Transfer

Switch

Newborn to 15 Years • Boys & Girls
SEPTEMBER 20, 2009

OKEECHOBEE
Savings Bonds Awarded

For Brochure/Info Call

321-631-8484
or email cutekids@bellsouth.net

EVERYONE

RECEIVES A

TROPHY

BROCHURES AVAILABLE AT KIDS CORNER

www.americascutekids.com

BABY CONTEST
BEAUTY PAGEANT
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Talk About It
If you or someone you know hasbeen raped or sexually assaulted,we are here to help. Contact us:

This publication was made possible by the Rape CrisisProgram Trust Fund, administered by the State of Florida,Department of Health (DOH)

We are here to listen and to provide information and referrals to sexual assaultvictims so they will be able to makeinformed choices regarding their health, safety and rights
All services are free and confidential.

24 Hour
Confidential Hotline1.866.828.7273 (RAPE)

Sexual AssaultAssistanceProgram of theTreasure Coast

R
A
P
E
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Special to the Okeechobee News/Anton Silva III

Community prays for schools
Members of the community met on Tuesday at Osceola Middle School at 6 p.m. to pray for the schools and churches in 
that area in the annual September Prayer Walk sponsored by the Okeechobee Ministerial Association. Next Tuesday’s 
Prayer Walk will convene at the Ninth Grade Freshman Campus at 6 p.m., and everyone is invited to attend. Attendees 
may walk, stand, or sit while praying. From left to right are: Becky Barnhart, First United Methodist; Doris Entry, First 
United Methodist; Vicki Glaze, Backporch Church; Mack Glaze, Backporch Church; Marcelino Alicea, Church of the 
Nazarene; Cathy Killian, Backporch Church; Sandy & Rev. Paul Jackson, International Prayer Warriors for Christ; Rev. 
Bruce Simpson, First United Methodist; Rev. Paul Moranville, Church of the Nazarene; Rev. Jim Dawson, First United 
Methodist; Rev. Gene Roddenberry, World Ministry Outreach/Abundant Blessings Assembly of God; Sandy Perry, 
Northside Baptist, Cathy Wolford, Westside Christian; Wendy Schaffer, More to Life; Rev. Nancy Vaughan, First United 
Methodist; Elsie Landers, First United Methodist; and Shirley DeJong, Church of the Nazarene.



Melissa A. Barnes
Financial Advisor

901 SW Martin Downs Blvd, Palm City, FL 34990
772.426.9926 772.285.6777 mobile

8863
467-4733

Cooling Cooling 
RRefrigefrigereraation tion 

SerServicesvices,, IncInc ..
We support

our local
ranchers

Upscale Resale
Consignments
Accepting Children’s
Consignments Daily

(No Limit)

2303 S. Parrott Ave.
Okeechobee

(In front of Walmart)
467-2629

Hours:
Mon. & Sat.

11 am to 3 pm
Tues. -- Fri.

11 am to 5 pm

T ftÄâàx 
àÉ [tÜwãÉÜ~|Çz
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FUN    FUN    FUN
All Your
Favorite

Skilled Games 

$150 Drawing 
Every Day 

10am to 10 pm

SStephanie’ss Arcade
202 NE 2nd Street, Okeechobee 

OOPENN EVERYY  DAYY  

OPENN EVERYY  DAYY  

Must be 21 and over

Treasure Island Plaza
3651 SE Hwy 441

Okeechobee, Fl 34972
863-824-0777Fruit Games

$$1500 Drawingg -- Everyy Day$1500 Drawingg -- Everyy Day

(863)634-6056

Katie’s
Pet

Parlor
Sun Plaza • 909 S. Parrott Ave. Suite I

(863) 467-7333

E&EE&E
(863) 763-2666

Steve Detweiler
3585 Hwy. 441 N. • Okeechobee, FL

AutoCare
CENTER

Call For
Free

Estimates!

Automotive Clinic, Inc.
E&E

wwww.steppingstones-preschools.com

2 Locations to Serve You Better:
Stepping Stones

Academy I
(863) 467-9908

400 SW 4th Street
Okeechobee, Fl. 34974

State Lic # C190K0017

Stepping Stones
Academy II
(863) 357-1400

2205 HWY 98 North
Okeechobee, Fl. 34972

State Lic # C190KI0018

Infants thru Preschool
School Age After Care 

Monday - Friday 6:30-6:00McAlpin Cavalcanti & Lewis

C P A

Valerie H. Lewis, CPA

402 N.W. 4th St. • Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 763-0500

(863) 467-3050 Fax

14K Gold Jewelry 

Sterling Silver Jewelry 

Jewelry Repairs While You Wait

LAYAWAY PLAN

1700 S. Parrott Ave. Ste. A

Okeechobee, FL 34974

Olivia & Neyo 

(863) 824-0011 Store

(863) 634-8816 After Hours 

Sales • Service  Installation

467-1545
Serving the 

entire lake area 
for 25 years

Lic. CACO29420

CP WilsonCompany Inc.

467-0001
5350 S.W. 16th Ave

Doors • Trim • Windows

467-4663     467-5330

www.seacoastnational.com

Clock Family
Restaurant

Breakfast Deals • Lunch Specials
1111 S Parrott Ave

467-2224

Auto Supply of

Okeechobee
409 N Parrott Ave

(863) 763-3121

Fax (863) 763-6272

Elliott’s Pawn Shop
419 W S Park St • (863) 763-5553

WOMEN • MEN • CHILDREN

HHair Studio
Call Tiffanie & April

WALK-INS WELCOME • APPOINTMENT AVAILABLE

422 NW 3rd St. • Okeechobee • 863-763-2106

Manic Mondays: 
$10 Men’s Haircuts

$5 OFF Perms & Haircolor
Shampoo & Haircut $13

Shampoo, Haircut &Style $20

Davis Communications
& Accessories, Inc.

Gary & Nancy Davis
Your Local Preferred Retailer

Se Habla
Espanol

SSprint Ready Now

1418 S. PARROTT AVE., OKEECHOBEE

(NEXT TO RIVERSIDE BANK)

863-763-6115 

200 SW 9th St.
Okeechobee

Glenn J. Sneider, LCGlenn J. Sneider, LC
Attorney At Law

(863) 
467-6570

HORSE FARM
•• Riding Lessons 

• Trail Rides 
• Party Ponies

(863) 634-6397
1225 N.E. 42nd. Terrace,

Okeechobee, FL
www.wagonwheelhorsefarm.com

Country Corner
LIQUOR

8675 (15-A) Hwy 441 SE • Okeechobee
863-763-6566 • Open Sundays 1pm-8pm

CCelebrate 
Labor Day

and get $3.00 off on 
minimum purchase of $15.00

with this ad
Our VPK students
have been scoring
among the best in

Okeechobee
County

50% Scholarship for the First Month
HURRY as
spaces are
filling up

fast.  Come
enroll today,
enroll NOW!

BEEPER
DEPOT
of Okeechobee

metroPCS
Authorized Dealer

New Activations, Payments and

Warranty Center

405 S. Parrott Ave. 
863-763-2056

Please Call for Hours of Operation

New Style Casual Clothing & Shoes

109 SW Park St • Okeechobee, FL (next to Joey’s Pizza) • 863-357-7788

Levis
Reeboks

JordanNike
Puma

Women’s Jeans . . . . . . . . . . . 2 for $35
Women’s Tank Tops. . . . . . . . 2 for $15
Men’s Jeans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 for $50
Men’s Shirts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 for $15
Dickies Pants . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 for $25

Glades
Health 

Care Center

561-924-5561

Skilled Long & 
Short Term Care

Facility

105 SW 3rd Ave. 863-467-0418

Kids Cuts $5 (up to age 12)

Teen Cuts $8

Mention This Ad for Summer Special

Tues. - Fri. 9-5:30 Sat. 9-3 & Closed: Sun & Mon.

Cheri Stevens 

Nancy Dudley 
772-480-0047

24hr info 
1-800-394-6919

www.prepaidlegal.com/hub/dudleyn
www.greatjoboption.com

LLegal Empowerment for your Life

Coupon 
Room Special $4999

with Free Cocktail in the Lounge

Must present Coupon at Check-In 

In The Lounge
FREE $500 Bar Tab

Must Present Coupon 

Expires 12/31/09 Expires 12/31/09

Coupon 

Pier II Resort
Okeechobee’s Best Kept Secret

For Reservations Please 
Visit www.pier2resort.com  or call (800)874-3744

2200 US Hwy 441 SE, 
Okeechobee Fl 34974

(863) 763-8003 

Don Patel, General Manager
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Trane rebate up to a maximum of $1,000 is available on XL20i or XL16i split systems. Available through partici-

pating dealers only. Offer expires October 31, 2009. FPL rebates and Federal tax credits are based on model

and efficiency (see www.energystar.com) for details. *No payments, no interest based upon credit approval.

Committed To Total Customer 
Satisfaction Since 1978

CCASH CASH 
FOR FOR 
CLUNKERSCLUNKERS

There’s never been a better time to replace your old
worn out air conditioning system with these great offers!

(863) 763-8391

••15 Months No Payments - No Interest*
or 

Up to $1000 rebate from TRANE til October 31st

• Up to $1500 tax credit from Uncle Sam 

• Up to $1930 rebate from FPL

Lic#
CAC023499 

FFREE Estimates

and 2nd Opinions 

on System

Replacements
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By Charles M. 
Murphy
Okeechobee News

For Vero Beach it 
was worth the wait. 
For Okeechobee High 
School, they probably 
could have waited a 
while longer.

In the fi rst varsity 
football game between 
the two schools in 
nearly 63 years, Vero 
Beach pounded the 
Brahmans 36-0 in front 
of a large crowd at Billy 
Livings Field at the Cit-
rus Bowl Friday.

Vero Beach used a 
strong running attack 
and held Okeechobee 
without a fi rst down 
until the game was 
well out of reach.

“We ran into a 
team that was better 
prepared,” Brahman 
Coach Myron Jackson 
said, “We didn’t have the contact in prac-
tice that we needed to get ready.”

Okeechobee was hampered this past 
week with rain showers and lightning de-
lays during their practice sessions.

“Vero Beach was a physical team and 
we weren’t up for the challenge,” he add-
ed.

Jormante Hunter had 117 yards rushing 
and four touchdowns for Vero Beach. He 
set the tone for the game on the fi rst drive 
of the night. Vero faced a third down and 
14 at their own 21 when Stevie Wallace 
rushed for 16 and a fi rst down. On the next 
play Hunter carried four or fi ve Brahman 
defenders with him as he rushed 38 yards 
down the sideline. Five plays later Vero 
Beach had scored and led 7-0 minutes into 
the game.

“My game plan was to run the ball, get 
fi rst downs, have the offensive line block 
for me and score touchdowns,” Hunter 
said. He did a good job in all categories 
as he scored again on a fi ve yard run late 
in the fi rst quarter. The run capped off an 
eight play 61 yard drive fueled by a 13 yard 
pass reception by Joe Garafola, and a 24 
yard run by Antone Taylor.

Hunter’s third touchdown followed a 
Vero Beach interception from linebacker 
Dion Holmes in the second quarter. Hol-
mes picked off a D.J Washington pass near 
the 22 yard line and returned it to the Brah-
man 10. Hunter scored two plays later on 
a fi ve yard run.

Hunter said in their game the week be-
fore in Sebastian River, the team played 
well in the fi rst half but didn’t do much in 
the second half. He said the challenge this 
week was to play a full game.

“I felt we played pretty good tonight. We 
came out stronger this week. Everybody 
did what they had to do,” he noted.

Vero Beach took a 27-0 lead into the 
locker room after a two-play 36 yard drive 
late in the half. Taylor carried for 20 yards 
and Hunter followed with a burst up the 
middle for a 16 yard touchdown.

Okeechobee meanwhile struggled on 
offense as the Brahmans didn’t have a fi rst 
down until late in the third quarter. They 
were held to one fi rst down and 33 yards in 
offense on the night. They also committed 
eight penalties for 58 yards. Okeechobee 
had just one turnover.

Okeechobee’s best play was made by 
two freshmen as LaVante Spivey caught a 
17 yard pass from Washington late in the 
third quarter.

Coach Jackson said his team won’t quit 
and will come back fi ghting next week, 
“We’ll come to practice on Monday and 
get back to fundamentals. The low man 
has got to win, we’ll line up, play fast and 
hit hard.”

Game notes
Okeechobee lost starting defensive 

tackle Jason Ford to an injury on the fi rst 
series. He was taken to the hospital for a 
leg injury.

The Brahmans also lost starting Quar-
terback T.J. Allen to a leg injury in the third 
quarter. Coach Jackson described the in-
jury as a twisted ankle.

The fi eld was in rough shape from some 
recent rains in Vero Beach.

Kyle McGee moved to center from right 
tackle for part of the game. He stopped 
Wallace with a big hit on defense for no 
gain in the fi rst quarter.

Josh McCall dropped Taylor for a two 
yard loss in the fi rst half. Cody Herrin 
dropped Taylor for a one yard loss in the 
second quarter. He had two tackles behind 
the line of scrimmage.

Okeechobee had struggles with the 
center snap in the shot gun. They had 
two snaps go awry, and one led to a Vero 
Beach safety.

D.J. Washington stopped Taylor for no 
gain with a big hit in the third quarter.

Thor Harden dropped Dentist Harder 
for no gain in the second half.

Okeechobee travels to Avon Park this 
week.

Vero Beach shuts out Okeechobee

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Coach Jackson watches the team during preplay activ-
ity at left. (right) D.J. Washington, who played at quar-
terback, is seen here throwing a pass.



Aldo Lombardo, M.D., FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

www.allureplasticsurgery.com

Good Thru  10/1/09

bb~xxv{Éuxx fÑxv|tÄá

Call us to schedule your consultation in Jupiter!

(561) 747-1232 or (888) 9-ALLURE
(Some Restrictions Apply)

Breast Augmentation $3,950 
Tummy Tuck  $6,250

Stronger Capital
Stronger Liquidity
Enduring Strength

As our nation and the banking industry 
continue to deal with the current financial 
crisis, we want you to know that Seacoast is 
ready to meet your business and personal 
banking needs.  

Seacoast first opened its doors in 1926 – 83 years ago. Soon after, we 
survived the Great Depression and World War II. Seacoast navigated 
safely through those challenging times, and we are doing so now.  

We are pleased to announce that we recently completed a common 
stock offering which resulted in raising $89 million and increased 
our risk based capital ratio to 18.1 percent – well in excess of the level 
required under federal regulations to be classified as “well capitalized”. 
In fact, our capital base and available liquidity are stronger today than 
at any time in our history. Our strength endures.  

Our increased capital positions Seacoast to continue to meet the  
needs of businesses and customers and to pursue attractive growth  
opportunities in the future.

Today, we are fully committed to the communities we serve. We will 
responsibly lead Seacoast forward in a way that ensures we – and  
you - remain safe and secure. We want to be your bank for many  
years to come. 

Come to Seacoast...and feel good about your bank.

Mark Smith 
President & CEO 
Big Lake Region 

800-706-9991
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The Healthy Start Coalition of Okeecho-

bee is known for assisting mothers and 

their babies. The coalition also strives to 

educate the whole community about the 

issues which affect the health of mothers 

and their babies. Each April and Septem-

ber, the Healthy Start Coalition invites the 

clients from the MomCare and Healthy Start 

Programs to an educational baby shower. 

The attendees enjoy food and gifts and also 

visit 8-10 booths where they learn about 

immunizations, parenting, breastfeeding, 

car seat safety, household safety, develop-

mental milestones, postpartum depression, 

infant dental care, SIDS and Shaken Baby 

Syndrome and a variety of other health and 

parenting issues. All Healthy Start services 

are free to those who consent to participate 

in the Healthy Start program. Women who 

are at high risk are urged to participate in the 

Care Coordination case management pro-

gram. The women are followed closely by 

Care Coordinators who educate and support 

the at-risk population. Care Coordinators are 

highly trained para-professionals who have 

a vast knowledge of community resources. 

Combining education with support helps to 

improve birth outcomes, giving babies the 

healthiest start possible.

The Healthy Start Coalition’s longtime 

partner, The American Legion, is always gra-

cious enough to lend their hall as a venue. 

The Health Occupation Students of America 

(HOSA) from the High School, under the di-

rection of Denise Kelchner RN, are fi ne vol-

unteers who offer their skills as bilingual liai-

sons for some of our educational providers. 

The Coalition is very limited as to how funds 

may be spent for these showers. No funds 

may be spent on food items. Of course, the 

budget is very small and we rely mostly on 

donations. The First Baptist Church Quilt-

ing Ministry has been a long time partner 

with the Coalition and has donated many 

fi ne quilts to the Educational Baby Shower. 

Domino’s Pizza is a committed, solid partner 

in this endeavor and donates pizza for each 

shower every year. Seacoast National Bank 

donates the juice bar twice each year. Pub-

lix Supermarkets donates a generous food 

card once each year. The Brahman Theatre 

donates movie tickets as well. Perhaps you 

might fi nd a way to become a part of this 

bi-annual endeavor. Please consider making 

a donation to the Healthy Start Coalition for 

the Educational Baby Shower by contacting 

Becky Posey Smith at 863-462-5877. Educa-

tion is the greatest gift we can give these 

mothers and they do appreciate the knowl-

edge we give them.

If you would like to participate as a volun-

teer or donate baby items for the next Edu-

cational Baby Shower On Sept. 19, please 

contact the Healthy Start administrative of-

fi ce located at 575 SW 28th Street in the New 

Endeavor School, offi ce hours are Monday 

through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; call 863-

462-5877 with questions.

Healthy Start Coalition 
serves moms and babies

Special to the Okeechobee News/Teresa Chandler

Healthy Start donation
Teresa Chandler (center) crocheted blankets and donated to Healthy Start as 
door prizes for their upcoming baby shower Sept. 19. All items are welcome 
for donation! For further information on how you can help, call Healthy Start at 
863-462-5877. Accepting the blankets for Healthy Start - Kay Begin, executive 
director and Becky Posey Smith, community liaison.



Less than 25 percent of 
school budget comes from 
local property taxes

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

A 0.408 mill increase in school taxes is 
proposed for discussion at a public hear-
ing on Sept. 8 at 6 p.m. at the Okeechobee 
County School Board offi ce, as part of the 
regular school board meeting. Last year’s 
total school tax millage totalled 7.661 mills. 
This year’s proposed rate is 8.059.

For a home with an assessed value of 
$100,000, with the $25,000 homestead ex-
emption, last year’s tax was $574.57. At this 
year’s rate, the tax for the same property—if 
the assessed value stated the same—would 
be $605.17—and increase of $30.60. (The 
2008 increase in the homestead exemption 
does not apply to school taxes.)

The proposed local tax millage would 
bring in $16,220,842.60 in local taxes if 100 
percent were collected. Since some proper-
ty owners do not pay their taxes in a timely 
manner, the school board bases the budget 
on a 95 percent collection average so the lo-
cal revenue budgeted is $15,409,800. 

The remainder of the budget comes from 
state and federal sources.

At the same meeting, the school board 
will hold a public hearing on the 2009-2010 
budget and vote on adoption of the fi nal 
budget of $80,508,172.23. The entire budget 
is available upon request in the superinten-
dent’s offi ce.

School board plans tax increase Patricia Louise Goolsby, 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

ADORABLE ONE ROOM WIN-
TER OR WEEKEND RETREAT. It
is a large corner lot with a beauti-
ful view of the water and many
trees. It has a nice carport. MLS
#200971, $85,000.

RIVER AND LAKE ACCESS. Very
nice well-kept DWMH on a canal that
goes directly to the Kissimmee River.
Well-established park. Close to town
but not too close. This is country living
at its best. MLS #200067, $104,900.

WELLKEPT MH.Corner lot w/lots of curb
appeal. Built in Hutch. Two huge screen
porches. Workshop w/sink and bathrm,
includes a fridge. Upgraded electrical in
2005. Concrete foundation w/tie downs.
"Office/Den" area. MLS #203135, $74,900.

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

FOR THESE LISTINGS, CALL VICKI ANDERSON 863-634-4106.

LARGE WATERFRONT HOME.
This lot has a canal on two sides of
property. It has mature oaks and a
nice boat dock. The home is a well
maintained home and ready to
move in. MLS #201606, $150,000.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

REDUCED

FULLY UPGRADED DWMH. Double-
paned Pela Windows. Oak floors, new
metal roof, 50 year warranty on siding.
One car garage, boat dock. Too many
features to include. MUST SEE THIS
BEAUTY. MLS #201548, $124,900.

REDUCED Reduced 5 + Acres - Bring your
horses! 2/2 Frame house, 2nd kitchen
w/separate entrance. Updated elec
service, pole. New pump. Shed in
backyard. Truly country living. Fully fur-
nished. MLS # 93200, $174,900.

Think about living in a
beautiful Oak Hammock
2Br/2Ba Villa. This larger
than normal space is
flooded with sunlight
from two sets of French
doors, low maintence
blonde laminate floors.
MLS# 203140 $89,900
Call Kathy Godwin
863-634-7728

“EASY LIVING”
Here it is -- 3Bd/1ba
home. This home
comes with New kitchen
cabinets with granite
countertops. Newer roof
and air conditioner.
Priced to sell.
MLS#202784 $76,475
Call Ann Hancock
863-447-2254

“GREAT STARTER HOME”

3/1 CBS Home located
on ½ an acre, Property
is being sold As Is and
will need repairs and
updates, has great
potential. Newer roof.
MLS# 202957 $67,000
Call Debra Pinson
863-801-9163

“GREAT BUY” “IN THE COUNTRY”

1988 DW in great
shape on 1 acre in
Otter Creek. This home
has a large master
suite with large master
bath w/garden tub. The
yard has flowers &
beautiful oaks.
MLS#202810 $98,000
Call Sheryl Byrd
863-634-3572

Frame 2/1 not far from
town. Home has been
freshly painted, needs
some cosmetic work
but is a great value and
would make a wonder-
ful investment property.
MLS#202503 $58,000
Call Kathy Godwin
863-634-7728

"INVESTORS...TAKE A LOOK" 

CBS 3/2 West of town,
updated in 1981, tile
flooring, tile counter tops
including an eat-in bar in
the kitchen. Open tiled
porch surrounds the
home & Gazebo New
metal roof after hurri-
canes. MLS#202455
$115,000 Call Kathy
Godwin 863-634-7728

“ONE ACRE OF TRANQUILITY”

New

Listing
Reduced

5 Acres

Reduced

Reduced

Reduced

• Reasonable Rates
• TLC in Very Nice

Family Home
• 1 Opening NOW 

for Patient/Resident
• References

Furnished

863-763-2334

Assisted Living
24 Hour Care by 

Susan Stegkemper, 
Registered Nurse 

MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D. Dwayne Montie, D.O. Mark Leach, R-PA Sharon Barrineau, ARNP John Minni, D.O. 

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology
• Acne • Psoriasis • Eczema
• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders 
• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery
• Skin Allergies and Rashes 
• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments
• Botox® • Juvéderm TM

• Radiesse® • Thermage®

• Restylane® • Perlane®

• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair • Moles • Brown Spots
• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.
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If you go:

What: School Board meeting

When: Tuesday, Sept. 8, 6 p.m.

Where: School Board Offi ce, 700 S.W. Sec-
ond Avenue

Special to the Okeechobee News/Raye Duesinger

Blood Roundup
The ladies are on the move. Women working for the Okeechobee Blood 
Roundup will be calling on local businesses this month seeking prizes to be 
awarded blood donors during the Nov. 13 and 14 Roundup. This Roundup, 
the largest independent blood drive in the State of Florida seeks 500 units of 
blood in the two days of the drive. Welcome Marie Kirchhoff, Maureen Brad-
ley, Millie Childers, Cathy Pope, Susie Clark and Raye Deusinger when they 
stop in at your business and show your support for this County-wide drive. 
Not pictured, Jol Creech and Marilyn Rinear.



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

He describes himself as a Cowboy and 
Cow Culture Artist.

Eldon Lux grew up as a country boy and 
rancher. He has vowed to pass along what 
he has learned about the cattle industry in 
the pictures and portraits that he creates.

Mr. Lux picked a good country place to 
do his work as he now leases the old his-
toric Kenansville School. In the same build-
ing where school kids learned for several 
decades, and Grand Ole Opry Star Bill Mon-
roe performed a 25 cent per person concert, 
Mr. Lux paints portraits of cowboys and the 
rural nature of life. “I get quite a bit of good 
comments. Some people are surprised I’m 
not a Florida native. They say I capture old 
Florida quite well. My advantage in this area 
is I live in a ranching community Old Florida 
is still alive around here.”

Mr. Lux grew up in Valentine, Nebraska. 
He moved to Florida in 1994. He has 30 
years of knowledge in ranching and live-
stock. He said he tries to create images that 
accurately document the life and traditions 
of the ranching way of life. 

“I see paintings every day,” he said. “I can 
drive to Okeechobee and back and come 
back with a dozen paintings in my head. I 
may not get them all down. You don’t have 
to go far to be inspired around here.”

Lux said his studio has generated some 
interest in the old Kenansville School House. 
In the school’s ‘heyday’ close to 100 stu-
dents attended school there. It was built in 
1917 and at that time was the fi rst public 
school building in Osceola County. The land 
and $6,000 in cash had been donated by the 
wife of Henry Flagler, the owner of the Flori-
da East Coast Railroad, Mrs. Mary Lily Kenan 
Flagler. The building was of 19th and 20th 
century architecture and housed students 
until 1962. It closed but reopened in 1992 
when younger school kids attended class. 
The building was closed for good earlier this 
decade and the Osceola School Board deed-
ed it over to the Community Association.

Lux was familiar with the building as 
his wife used to be a teacher’s aide at the 
school. He noted he doesn’t have space at 
home to paint and had asked permission to 
use rooms during the summer for his paint-
ing. He does provide weekly art classes to 
the community as the facility remains zoned 
educational, and to meet the terms of his 

lease, he must teach a class. He noted he 
has taught 20 students and continues to get 
six painters for each class he offers.

His cousin Gladys Lux, was the head of 
the Art program at Nebraska Wesleyan Col-
lege. He asked her advice one time about art 
and she told him to paint what you see and 
what you are.

“You put a lot of yourself in your work. 
You make an attempt to do the best you can. 
No piece is ever perfect but that is what ev-
ery artist strives for,” he said.

Mr. Lux is also the trail boss this year for 
the Osceola County Cattle Drive. The event 
attracts Okeechobee residents to Kenans-
ville during the fi rst week of March. This will 
be the 22nd annual. He said Okeechobee 
has the same heritage and values of his na-
tive Nebraska. 

“I consider myself part of Okeechobee. 
We’re about as close to there as anywhere. 
Fifty miles in the country is like next door. 
I like Okeechobee. It’s the only community 
I’ve been in east of the Mississippi River that 
reminds me of home. It has that rural heri-
tage and a small-town feel to it,” he said.

Mr. Lux’s work can be seen online and 
also at the First Bank of Indiantown branch-
es in Okeechobee and Indiantown. One of 
his works is also at the restaurant inside the 
Brighton Casino.

His website is eldonluxart.com.
For more information on the restoration 

of the old Kenansville School house go to 
kenansvilleschool.com.

Cowboy artist helps revive Kenansville School

1804 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
863-763-7711

Rentals Available
• 1 – 4 Bedrooms
• Efficiency apartments, 

mobiles & homes
• Long & Short Term Leases
• Furnished & Unfurnished

Starting at $595 per month

Over 8000 sq ft building on 1.56
acres.  Great deal and zoned for
many different uses.
Call Sena Treadway for more

information 863-697-3207

(863) 763-2104
Se Habla
Español 

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

•CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES•

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

ACREAGE / LOTS: • 7+/-acres on HWY 68 $110,000  • Dark Hammock 25+/- acres with mobile home or without. • 2 Bassword
buildable Lots side by side $15,000 each • 434+/- acres in Port St. Lucie County • Viking acreage starting at 3,750

www.century21okeechobee.com
Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

6015-L: Big "O" RV
Park vacant Lot on
Highway 78 West
easy rim canal
access. $20,000
MLS# 202937

1002-H: 3 Bdrm
CBS home w/family
and utility room, pick-
et wood fencing.
Close to everything
in town. Could be re-
zoned commercial.
MLS# 201649 

5012-M: MH with
screened rm and car-
port awning, 2 sheds,
completely furnished.
Ready to move into.
Nice and quiet area.

8065-A: 5.05+/- acres
in the gated, equestri-
an community of
Sundance Trails.
Clean ready to build
your home.  $47,500
MLS# 203087

3004-M: Treasure
Island remodeled
DWHM on 2 waterfront
Lots w/2 car garage
w/full bath. Attached car-
port. Seawall, boat-
house and RV hook up.
MLS# 202634

5027-M: Spot in the
Sun 3/2 MH on ½
acre, split plan floor,
open front and back
porch, open concept,
lot size 100x128.
$78,000 or best
offer! MLS# 92463
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Okeechobee News

Meet Y our
Local Merch

ants

A S a l u t e  t o  t h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  L o c a l  B u s i n e s s

Available 24/7 at

Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Fact Book: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1

Meet Your Local Merchants :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

School Information Guide :http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=68371&pagenum=1

Make a difference in
your community

For more information or to request an
application, call 863.462.5865

OKEECHOBEE

Join the

We currently need medical and non-medical
volunteers for disaster response operations

TODAY!

The Law Office Of
Gerald Lefebvre

Personal Injury Trial Attorney

1910 S. Parrott Avenue •

www.accidentattorneyoffice.com
863-763-3333
Hablamos Español 

State and Nationally Board Certified
Civil Trial Lawyer Certified

Circuit Civil Mediator

• Voted a “Super Lawyer” by his
peers in 2007,  according to the
Florida Super Lawyers   Magazine

• Awarded an “AV” Peer Review
Rating by Martindale-Hubbell
(highest rating)
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Eldon Lux poses by one of his paint-
ings.



ABSOLUTE AUCTION!

RON RENNICK AUCTIONS, INC.
AB   128                 AU 155

15 Royal Palm Pointe, Vero Beach, FL  32960

772 562-5015

11 Linda Road, Okeechobee
2 oversized deep water lots on wide

canal in Buckhead Ridge. (.87 ac) 40' lagoon
dock w/seawall on Parcel B.10 min by boat to
the lake! Beautiful Cypress & Cedar trees on
both lots. 2 water meters. Each lot 90x210
I will Auction these  properties to the

highest bidders
REGARDLESS OF PRICE!

Sat • Sept 12 • 3PM
Registration at 2:30 PM

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Garage/
Yard Sales

MOVING SALE

OKEECHOBEE - Wed., 
9/2 thru Sun., 9/6, 8am 
til ?, 3126 SE 36th Ave., 
Fishing Gear, Boat 
Parts, Furniture, Knick-
knacks, Tools, Etc.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

Auctions

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

Maintenance
Housekeeping

Needed full time. Experi-
ence required with minor 
electrical repairs, plumb-
ing and housekeeping as 
well as leadership skills.  
Bilingual Spanish/English 
preferred.  Competitive 
salary & excel. benefi ts.  
Fax resume to 
(863)357-2991 or apply 
at Florida Community 
Health Centers, 1100 N. 
Parrott Ave., Okeecho-
bee, FL.  hr@fchcinc.org
EOE/DFWP

Employment
Medical

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Busy internal medicine 
practice seeks experi-
enced MA to perform 
nurse/clinical duties.

Submit resumes to:
www.bottomline2@aol.com
or fax 386-935-1056

Auctions

Employment
Medical

RN-Nurse Manager
Needed full time at FL 
Community Health Center 
in Okeechobee.  Must 
have current FL RN li-
cense.  Administra-
t i v e / m a n a g e m e n t 
experience required with 
strong leadership skills.  
Bilingual Spanish/English 
preferred.  Competitive 
salary & excel. benefi ts.  
Fax resume to HR at 
(561)844-1013, e-mail 
h r @ f c h c i n c . o r g . 
EOE/DFWP

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Shop here first!
The classified ads

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING & HAULING
Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Handyman Services

DEE’S MINOR REPAIR
& Pressure Washing

Cool Sealing, Painting,
Carpentry & Much More!
No Job Too Big or Small. 

(863)467-2917
or (863)261-6425

License # 5698 & 1126

? NEED HELP ?
CALL GEORGE 

CARTER
Painting, Repairs, 

Carpentry
Power Washing

FREE CONSULTATION
(863)763-4775

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Appliances

Washer & Dryer 2 yrs 
old $100. 863-801-4829

Guns/Supplies

SMITH&WESSON 45 
model 4566 tac. 3 mags 
like new in box. -  $600 
/or best offer. 
(863)634-2506 

Miscellaneous

TANNING BED - For 
sale: 2008 Sunquest 
Tanning bed, (16rs 
bulbs) in excellent con-
dition kept inside the 
house. Used maybe 48 
hours total. Paid 
1700.00 will take 
1000.00 call   /fi rm. 
(863)532-8206 

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Pets/Supplies

JACK RUSSELL Puppy - 
12 wk old female. Very 
Sweet. CKC Reg. $400 
(863)357-1365 

REDBONE/REDNOSE 
CURR Puppies -  $250 
(863)467-7197 

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Horses

WANTED: Good trail 
horse. Good home. Can 
transport. Call Phil 
863-763-9772.

Landscaping
Supplies

RED MULCH  - $0.80-$1 
a cu/ft. Fruit plants 
$13-$55 Lic#48006674  
(863)673-7280 

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

NW OKEE: 2br, quiet St. 
Kids & pets ok. 
$700/$750, 1st, last & 
$500 sec. 561-346-1642

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi -
ciency. Very clean! 
$600/mo. Incl. utils. No 
pets. Call 561-329-8205

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TAYLOR CREEK Condos 
1BR, 1BA, Furnished. 
$650 mo. + $350 sec.  
(863)763-6576

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Houses - Rent

AFFORDABLE NEW 
HOUSES - 3/2/2 and 
3/1/1, tile fl oors, jacuzzi 
tub, Bring Pets,  Large 
Yards (561)723-2226

CLEAN 2/1, Lg. yard 
w/Oak trees.  $700 mo. 
1st, last, $400 sec. 
(561)762-7660

OKEE - 2/1 & 3/1 Clean, 
furnished homes. $700 
mo. & $750 mo.; water 
included. 786-201-0306

OKEE- 3br, 2ba, w/of-
fi ce. Large jacuzzi on 
screened back porch.   
Jacuzzi in guest bath. 
Fenced back yard. Too 
many extras to mention. 
$900/mo, $500 sec. 
(863)634-8007

OKEECHOBEE - 4br, 
2ba, great neighborhood, 
tile throughout, $975 & 
up/mo, 1st & sec move in 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

SE 8TH AVE - 3 br, 2 ba, 
on water. $1000/mo 
(863)634-1000

Rooms To Rent

OKEE, Furn. Rm. Single 
occ., priv. entrance, w/d. 
$140/wk & dep., utils 
incl. (863)763-7331 msg

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

Adorable 2/1, Ancient 
Oaks, + 55, completely 
furnished, with shed, gat-
ed community, incl. wa-
ter, cable, lawn care & 
w/d, annual $595, sea-
sonal $850. 
(863)801-9027

Near Treasure Island 3 
BR, 2 BA w/ Lake ac-
cess. $650 mo. + $650 
sec. 561-927-8211

Mobile Home
Rent

BHR - RVs for Rent, 
starting $300-$500 & 
1BR/1BA Cabin, 55+ 
park, seasonal or yearly. 
(863)763-7164

Mobile Home - 
2BR/1BA, water & trash 
incl., $525 mo. + $525 
sec./cleaning deposit, no 
pets, non-smkg. env. Call 
(863)467-1346 lv. msg.

Mobile Home Sale

ADULT PARK - 55 + ON 
TAYLOR CREEK - 3/2 dbl 
wide, extra nice. Elderly 
people, age & health, 
must make a change. We 
will carry some mort-
gage. For appointment 
call (863)763-2634

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

CHEAPER THAN RENT 
- OWN IT! dbl wide, 
great family home. 3br, 
2ba, den, laundry rm, 
decks,  fenced back yard, 
$70,000 (863)467-7911

DW MH - renovated, 
4BR/2.5BA, 1800 sq. ft., 
fenced 1/2 acre lot, 
screened porch, shed, 
Pioneer Estate area, Price 
Reduced $89,000. Bank 
fi nance avail. 
(863)610-1600

DW MH - renovated, 
4BR/2.5BA, 1800 sq. ft., 
fenced 1/2 acre lot, 
screened porch, shed, 
Pioneer Estate area, 
$98,000 or best offer. 
Bank fi nance avail. 
(863)610-1600

PRICED FOR
IMMEDIATE SALE!!!
2 Bdrm., 2 Ba., 14x68, 

Newly remodeled.
Sunroom. 55+ park.

 $15,000 or best offer. 
(256)891-0035

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Motorcycles

SUZUKI 650CC 1999 - 
1 6 , 0 0 0 M I , W I N D -
SHIELD,EXTRAS $1500 
(863)824-0801 

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

CHEVY IMPALA, ‘04 - 
auto, air, 70k mi., 
white, good cond., 
$6200. (812)989-3022

JAGUAR  XJ6  1996 - 
134,350 miles runs 
great.  $4500 /or best 
offer. (863)763-3324 

MERCURY  SABLE  
1999 - Unknown Engine 
Problem  $300 /or best 
offer. (863)532-1033 

Vans

CHEVROLET   2002 - 
Conversion van V-6, low 
mileage, great condition  
$7000 /or best offer. 
( 8 6 3 ) 3 5 7 - 6 6 3 3  
(904)728-3846

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

NOTICE

There will be a meeting of the Tour-
ist Development Council (TDC) of 
Okeechobee County on Tuesday, 
September 8, 2009 at 10 a.m. in the 
Tourist Development Council Offi ce 
located at 500 N.W. 6th Street, 
Okeechobee, Florida.

Any person deciding to appeal any 
decision made by the TDC with re-
spect to any matter considered at 
such meeting will need a record of 
the proceedings, and that, for such 
purpose, he or she may need to en-
sure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be 
based.

Kathy Scott, Tourism Coordinator
Tourist Development Council
Okeechobee County
On 5-4-09
332596 ON 9/6/09

PUBLIC NOTICE
Cypress Hut 4509 Eagles 
Auxiliary will be holding 
nominations for Vice 
President and Conductor 
on Sept. 9th at 7PM
332170 ON 9/2,4,6/09

Public Notice

1 - INVITATION TO BID

BID # 2009-2
CENTRAL COUNTY WATER CONTROL DISTRICT

HERBICIDAL MAINTENANCE OF CANALS AND LEVEE

1.1  Public Notice is hereby given that sealed bids for the above referenced 
Herbicidal Maintenance of 32.625 Miles of drainage canals and 8 
miles of levee project will be received by the Board of Central County 
Water Control District (hereinafter referred to as “CCWCD”, “OWNER,” 
and “DISTRICT”), at the District Manager’s Offi ce at the following ad-
dress:

  Central County Water Control District 
  475 S. Cabbage Palm Street
  Clewiston, Florida 33440

until 2:00 p.m. local time on September 23, 2009 for furnishing labor and 
materials and performing all work set forth in the Invitation to Bid, Instruc-
tion to Bidders, Bid Form, Construction Contract, Detailed Specifi cations 
and Drawings which comprise the Bid Documents.  Immediately following 
the scheduled closing time for the reception of bids, all bid proposals which 
have been submitted in accordance with the conditions of the Invitation to 
Bid, Instructions to Bidders and any Addenda issued in relation to this Pro-
ject will be publicly opened and read aloud.  Bidders may attend the bid 
opening.  Bidder is responsible for the delivery of bid, and bids received 
after the specifi ed day and time will not be opened.
  
1.2  A pre-bid meeting shall be held on Monday at 10:00 a.m. on September 

14, 2009, at the District offi ce located at 475 S. Cabbage Palm Street, 
Clewiston, Florida.

1.3  The work made the subject hereof is described in the bid documents ti-
tled Herbicidal Maintenance of Canals and Levee copies of which 
may be obtained from Rock Enterprises, Inc., 180 N. Bridge Street, Suite 
B, LaBelle, Florida, 33935, or from Central County Water Control District, 
475 South Cabbage Palm Street, Clewiston, Florida 33440, for the non-re-
fundable sum of $25.00.  For additional information you may contact Mr. 
David Hubbard, CCWCD Manager, at 863-983-5797, or Rock Aboujaoude, 
District Engineer, at 863-612-0011.

1.4  Each bid must be submitted in duplicate on the prescribed bid form and 
accompanied by bid security on the prescribed form, payable to the Board 
of CCWCD, in an amount not less than fi ve percent (5%) of the bid 
amount.  All subcontractors shall be declared on a separate form.

1.5  The Bid may be withdrawn prior to the date and time of bid opening.  
Bids shall remain open and subject to acceptance for a period of forty-fi ve 
(45) calendar days after the date of bid opening, but no bidder may with-
draw his Bid for a period of forty-fi ve (45 calendar days after the date of 
bid opening.

1.6  In order to perform public work, the successful Bidder shall have all li-
censes and permits required by Federal, State, and local statutes, regula-
tions and ordinances.  

1.7  Before a Contract will be awarded for the work contemplated herein, 
the District will conduct such investigations as are necessary to determine 
the performance record and ability of the apparent low bidder to perform 
the size and type of work specifi ed under this Invitation to Bid.  Upon re-
quest, the Bidder shall submit such information as deemed necessary by 
the District to evaluate the bidder’s qualifi cations.  The District reserves 
the right to award the bid to the lowest responsible and qualifi ed bidder 
based on available funding. 

1.8  The DISTRICT reserves the right to reject any or all bids with or with-
out cause, and/or accept bids that in it’s judgment will be in the best in-
terest of the DISTRICT, and the District specifi cally reserves the 
right to reject all bids and proceed to accomplish its objectives 
without awarding any contract pursuant to this invitation.  The 
District also reserves the right to postpone the award of the Contract for 
a period of time which postponement, however, shall not extend beyond 
ninety (90) calendar days from the bid opening date during which time 
the District at its sole discretion may release the bid security.

DATED this 1st day of September, 2009

                CENTRAL COUNTY WATER CONTROL DISTRICT
ATTEST:
Cookie Hester, Assistant District Mgr.       By: Benito Alvarez, Chairman
332305 ON 9/6,13,20 CGS/CB 9/10,17/9

SUBCONTRACTORS

Wright Construction Group is solicit-
ing prequalifi cation statements from 
interested subcontractors for the 
construction of several upcoming 
projects in Glades County, FL.  To 
obtain the necessary forms, Subcon-
tractors should access our on-line 
plan room at www.wrightconstruc-
tiongroup.com and download the 
forms, or contact Wright Construc-
tion Group via email at 
Keithm@wrightconstructioncorp.com 
332566 ON 9/6/09
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Public Notice

ACROSS
1 Partner of “took

notice”
6 Spoiled tykes

11 Dog show letters
14 “I Could Have

Danced All Night”
singer

15 Betting 
maximum

16 Slangy refusal
17 *Prospector’s

concern
19 Lance on a

bench
20 Tiny openings
21 Pinnacles
23 Traveling infant’s

spot
27 Assent on a ship
28 On a ship
29 FedEx arrival
31 Barbecue fare
32 Jai alai basket
33 Mansion owner,

familiarly
36 Poetic tribute
37 Follower of Ivan,

say
39 Cinnabar, vis-à-

vis mercury
40 Mal de __
41 Immortal slugger

Hank
42 Mystique
43 Abolitionist

Harriet
45 Compensate for
47 Marked down
49 Cot alternatives
50 Author’s choice
51 When repeated,

a northwestern
city

53 Sister of Zsa Zsa
54 *Television
60 Kind of room or

hall
61 Main artery
62 Usher’s domain
63 Squid squirt
64 Helen Reddy’s “I

Am __”
65 Light up, and

word that can
precede the last
word of answers
to starred clues

DOWN
1 Min. part

2 The whole ball of
wax

3 Actress Carrere
4 Israeli

submachine gun
5 Coddle
6 Divulge

impulsively, with
“out”

7 Hoarfrost
8 Band boosters
9 20-20, e.g.

10 Pound resident
11 *Belushi’s

breakout film
12 Sagal of

“Married...With
Children”

13 Decided
18 “The Grapes of

Wrath” name
22 Comet head?
23 Ricochet
24 Stand for
25 *“The

Untouchables”
star

26 Airline with a hub
in Oslo

27 They may be
liberal

29 Big name in
Argentine politics

30 A-alfa link
32 Adored one, in

Asti
34 Screwed up
35 Tours de force
37 Woodworker’s

tool
38 “Ditto”
42 Mil. jet locale
44 “Friendly skies”

flier: Abbr.
45 Lubricates
46 Brouhaha

47 “SNL” alum Cheri
48 David who

played Phileas
Fogg, 1956

49 Middle name in
mysteries

51 Close, in a game
52 Calgary’s prov.
55 Bossy comment?
56 Crater edge
57 That, in Tijuana
58 Wapiti
59 Formerly called

By Timothy L. Meaker
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 03/03/09

03/03/09

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Sudoku and Crossword Puzzle

Labor Day fest to 
include blood drive

A blood drive will be held during 
the Labor Day festival on Sunday, 
Monday, Sept. 6 and 7. Come out 
and give blood and save a life. 

Bible School 
for children

Children’s Church, for fi rst 
through third grade, will begin at 
Oakview Baptist Church on Sunday, 
Sept. 6, at 10:30 a.m. Worship Kid-
style brings Bible stories to life and 
explains the day’s Bible truth in a 
way kids will understand. School-
aged children will watch attention-
holding life application videos that 
show them how God’s Word relates 
to their lives - today!

VFW Post 9528 to 
host Labor Day dinner

On Monday, Sept. 7, VFW Post 
9528 will host a Labor Day ham din-

ner with sweet yams, green beans, 
raisin sauce and ice cream for des-
ert. There will also be a fl ag burning 
ceremony held and door prizes with 
a whole ham auctioned off. Dona-
tion for the dinner is just $8 per per-
son. For more information, contact 
John Patton at 863-467-0600.

Blood Drive
There will be a blood drive held 

Tuesday, Sept. 8, in the Raulerson 
Hospital Parking Lot from noon until 
7 p.m. Please come out and support 
your local blood center and “Save a 
life.”

Healthy Start 
meeting date set

The Board of Directors of the 
Okeechobee Healthy Start Coalition 
will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 9, at 
11:30 p.m., in their offi ce, located at 
575 S.W. 28th Street within the New 
Endeavor High School Building. This 
meeting is open to the public. The 

Okeechobee Healthy Start Coalition
is part of a statewide network of co-
alitions responsible for planning and
implementing services to pregnant
women and infants. The Okeecho-
bee Healthy Start Coalition is made
up of citizens interested in promot-
ing healthy families and healthy out-
comes for babies in Okeechobee.
For more information about the Co-
alition, please contact Exec. Director,
Kay Begin, at the Coalition Offi ce at
863-462-5877.

Early Learning 
Coalition meeting in 
Okeechobee set

Early Learning Coalition of Indian 
River, Martin & Okeechobee Coun-
ties, Inc. – Okeechobee County Pro-
vider/Advisory Council Meeting will
be held on Wednesday, Sept. 9, at 
noon at the American Red Cross, 323
North Parrott Avenue, Okeechobee.

Community Events



TREASURE COAST
DERMATOLOGY

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

Protecting the 
Health of 

Your Skin 
with a 

Rigorous 
Focus 

on Skin Cancer 
Detection 

and 
Treatment

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

www.tcdermatology.com
FELLOW OF THE 

AMERICAN SOCIETY 
FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY 
THE AMERICAN BOARD OF 

DERMATOLOGY

1713 US Highway 441 N., Suite G  
 (across from Raulerson Hospital)

863-467-9555

Visit our 
New Okeechobee 

Location

Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 
each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 

Okeechobee Cancer Center
Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Dr. Krimsley 
graduated from
Yale University

and trained at New
York University
Medical Center.

Alan S. Krimsley, M.D.
Dr. Woody graduated
from the University of
Florida and trained at
University Hospital in

Seattle and at the
Medical University of

South Carolina in
Charleston.

Ronald H. Woody, M.D.

CyberKnife™ Robotic Radiation Surgery
Now Available!

Lawnwood 

Cancer Center

1231 N. Lawnwood Circle

Ft. Pierce, FL

(772) 464-8121

Mid-Florida 

Cancer Center

604 W. Midway Road

White City, FL

(772) 468-3222

Okeechobee 

Cancer Center

301 NE 19th Drive

Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-0039

Pt. St. Lucie 

Cancer Center

1780 SE Hillmoor Dr.

Port St. Lucie, FL

(772) 335-2115

CARING PROFESSIONALS • STATE-OF-THE-ART TREATMENT • FIGHTING CANCER

We offer Courtesy Transportation, Mileage Reimbursement, 

FREE Second Opinions and FREE Prostate Cancer Screenings.

New Patients Welcome

Our State-of-the-Art Treatments Include:

• Ultrasound and CT Based Image Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT)
• Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)

• Mammosite Breast Cancer Therapy • High Dose Rate Brachytherapy (HDR)
• 3-D Image Guided Therapy • CT/MRI Fusion Technology

Serving Treasure Coast & Okeechobee 
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School’s golf team shot 
a great round, 158 for four players, but it still 
wasn’t enough to win a match Thursday.

OHS fi nished third, behind Sebastian Riv-
er, 151, and Lincoln Park, 157, in the match 
at the PGA Country Club. John Carroll fi n-
ished fourth as they shot 178.

Michael Watson led the way for Okeecho-
bee with a 37 over nine holes. Tyler Platt 
shot a 39. Richard Donegan shot 42, and 
Tim Gray shot 42 for Okeechobee.

Golf Coach Mark Ward said the kids met 
his expectation in their fi rst match of the 
year. ”I told the kids last year I expected to 
be in the 150s and every once in awhile slip 

into the 140s this year. The kids did well, the 
weather was good, and they shot well,” he 
said.

Donegan played well other than on one 
par 3 as he shot a triple bogey. Other than 
that mistake the team was pretty solid. 

Austin Hamilton made his debut on the 
team and shot a 47. Coach Ward said the left 
hander has potential to really contribute to 
golf depending on the time he puts in. He 
also praised Michael Watson for his hard 
work. “He’s been on fi re, he’s doing well.”

Kodi Stephen, only a freshman, was ex-
pected to make his debut for the team on 
Saturday as the team competed in an eight 
team tournament at Fairwinds Golf Course.

Look for results of that match in Wednes-
day’s Okeechobee News.

Golf team fi nishes third 
in four-team match

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School’s Volleyball 
Team won their fi rst road match of the year 
in impressive fashion Thursday night, 25-15, 
25-14, and 25-15, over the Lady Gators of 
Glades Day School.

Rebekah Bryan had 15 service points, 
seven aces, no service faults, and four kills 
to lead the Lady Brahmans (2-0). LeAnna 
Cotton had a strong match in her initial ap-
pearance of the year with 12 assists. Monica 

Koger had seven kills and Janezzka Koger 
added six kills at the net.

Paige McCrary had four blocks at the 
net.

Coach Todd Jones said he was happy to 
see his girls get a win on the road, “There re-
ally wasn’t a lot to say about this match but 
Rebekah Bryan did a good job in the middle. 
We’ve moved her from the outside and she 
is getting the feel for her new position.”

Okeechobee hosted Kings Academy on 
Friday night at 6 p.m.

Lady Brahmans defeat Lady Gators

Soccer Clinic set for next week
Soccer clinic for youth ages 5-18 will be held Saturday, Sept. 12, from 8 a.m.-noon 

at the Soccer Practice Area (across North Elementary). Parents must register and pay 
upon arrival. Registration is $15 per child. Checks can be made payable to Hugo Caicedo. 
Players should come ready to play with shin guards and cleats. Please bring water for 
the afternoon and a soccer ball if you have one. For more information, call Josephine 
O’Mallan at 863-763-6950.



By Charles Murphy
Okeechobee News

Maria Baltazar is only a junior, but already 
she is counted on to be a leader for the girls 
cross country team.

With a season ending injury to Isabella 
Pineda, cross country coaches have turned 
to Baltazar to rally the troops. 

“I’m glad they have confi dence in me. 
I’m kind of nervous myself because I feel 
pressure. I know I have to step up and do 
the best I can.”

Baltazar moved to Okeechobee in the 
fi rst grade and took to running back in mid-
dle school. Her cousin, Laura Saucedo, was 
one of the best runners on last year’s squad. 
She is quick to point out that cross country 
is a very tough sport and you must be dedi-
cated to compete.

“It’s hard work and it takes a lot of dedi-
cation. You have to be really into it, and put 
all your effort into it,” she said.

Baltazar said she has to watch what she 
eats and even what she drinks during the 
off season 
and even dur-
ing the school 
day. Coaches 
are always 
telling kids to 
drink a lot of 
water during 
the day.

She has 
taken quickly 
to their advice 
and has a new 
coach, Julie 
Bohannon to 
learn from this 
year. She said 
she is optimis-
tic that the younger runners will grow and 
improve this year.

“I enjoyed running as a freshman just to 

have something to do. I ended up liking it a 
bit and I want to get a four year letter. Hope-
fully some of the other girls improve so we 
can have a great team this year,” she said.

Baltazar also has taken to the leadership 
role on the squad. She stated there aren’t a 

lot of older girls on the team and she must

do her part to help younger runners. “When

we’re gone, they won’t know what to do.

Hopefully, they can help their underclassmen

too when they are juniors and seniors.”

Baltazar counted on to lead girls squad

772-221-1510  877-221-1599
4443 SW Martin Hwy. 
Palm City, FL 34990

Monday- Friday 8-6

www.extreme-performance.biz          http://www.myspace.com/extremeperformance07  

Green Day
Medical
Oncology &

Hematology of Okeechobee

Se Habla Español
1231 N. Lawnwood Circle
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-5501

1006 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 357-4138

Ricardo J. Quintero-Herencia, MD

- Specializing in evidence based medicine for the 
treatment of cancer and blood disorders

- Combined Chemotherapy and Radiation 
Therapy treatment

- Medicare/Medicaid assignment accepted
- Consulting and Free Second Opinions 

Regarding Cancer
- All insurance plans accepted and filed
- Courtesy transportation provided

New Patients Welcome

Serving the Treasure Coast
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Okeechobee News/Charles 
Murphy

Maria Baltazar is expect-
ed to set the pace for 
the girls cross country 
team.

Special to Okeechobee News/Bobbi Poole

Horse soccer anyone?
The relatively new game “horse soccer” is being played by eleven year old 
Sierra Coward last Sunday in the newly constructed Turner Center in Arca-
dia, on her horse Smokey. Sierra has been riding Smokey for many years, 
giving her the confi dence and ability, which won her the watchful and ap-
proving eye of everyone in the arena. The object of the game is to keep the 
ball rolling using the front feet of your horse. This sport is defi nitely for the 
experienced rider using a horse accustomed to many elements.



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Among the seniors on this years cross 
country squad are two of the top runners 
in the region, Eddie Guerrero and Adrian 
Leon.

Both readily admit that running might 
be their ticket to an affordable college edu-
cation.

Both seniors are also soccer players and 
the running they do in the fall helps them 
prepare for soccer.

Leon and Eddie have a friendly rivalry 
and competition and both runners said 
that makes them better in races. “Eddie 
and I are competitive individuals,” Leon 
said. I look forward to the same challenge 
that we give each other. We have run for 
seven years together. I’m confi dent we 
can make a name for this school. We have 
earned respect in the past few years.”

Leon said he is hungry to see success. 
He said he gets a lot out of his workouts 
and is motivated to improve. He also pre-
dicted good things for the team as they 
defend their district and regional cham-
pionships. “Hunger is my main objective. 
Training in the summer has really peaked 
my performance on the fi eld and on a race 
course. I believe in my team, I think we 
will do well this year.”

Leon’s main goal is to get a scholarship 
for college. He stated that his performance 
last year has gotten him noticed by col-

leges, “To earn a college career is a dream 
for me. I am up for the challenge whatever 
comes my way.”

Eddie has run for four years on the cross 
country team. He also is a talented soccer 
player. He is always at the head of the pack 
in practice and actually looks forward to 
practice and workouts after school.

“I look for big things this year. I hope 
to lead the team to state. We have a lot of 
young runners that look great,” he said

Guerrero admitted that Leon has 

pushed him to become an even better 

runner. He added they run together in the 

summer and enjoy each others company, 

“We make each other better. He pushes 

me and I push him. It makes us faster.”

Guerrero is another runner who has 

gained attention from colleges. He ex-

plained he is open to both cross country,

track and soccer scholarships, “Any school

that takes me I’ll go for running. I like soc-

cer but I’m fi ne with a cross country schol-

arship.”

Seniors hope to use running to get education

GET STARTED LOSING
THOSE EXTRA
POUNDS TODAY
WE OFFER 6 DIFFERENT GUARAN-
TEED WEIGHT LOSS PLANS...AND A 

MAINTENANCE PLAN AS WELL!

THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING...GET
RID OF THAT EXTRA WEIGHT NOW!

COME SEE US SEPTEMBER 8TH 11TH
FOR EVEN BIGGER SAVINGS!

SAFE & EFFECTIVE WEIGHT LOSS
THAT IS AFFORDABLE 

763-5586
800-430-0117

3079 8th St., Okeechobee
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Adrian Leon (right) and Eddie Guer-
rero (left) are two of the top runners in 
South Florida.
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