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Stop Ignoring the WARNING SIGNS 

• You HEAR, but Don’t understand • People seem to mumble 

• You ask others to repeat themselves

Communications Occurs in the Brain

• When we lose our ability to hear, the ear stops sending needed information

to the brain, effecting the ability to understand what is being said. 

• “Auditory Deprivation”, can impair the way the brain processes sound.

Lake coalition hears updates 
on Everglades restoration 
and recent legislation

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

It was a busy morning for 
members of the County Coalition 
for Responsible Management of 
Lake Okeechobee, St. Lucie and 
Caloosahatchee Estuaries and 
Lake Worth Lagoon. They met in 
Okeechobee Friday morning July 
17 and heard updates on the 2009 
legislature, the acquisition of U.S. 
Sugar property for Everglades res-
toration and water and economic 
development.

The coalition is made up of 
county commissioners represent-

ing Okeechobee, St. Lucie, Martin, 
Lee, Palm Beach, Hendry, Glades, 
Highlands, Osceola and Polk coun-
ties.

Lee County Commissioner Ray 
Judah reported that his county had 
passed an ordinance prohibiting 
the use of fertilizers containing 
phosphorus from June to Septem-
ber to cut down on phosphorous 
runoff. 

Commissioner Russel Echols of 
Glades County expressed a desire 
that counties be paid in perpetuity 
a fair and just fee to compensate 
for property taken off the tax roles 
to be used in for Everglades resto-
ration. 

Ernie Barnett, director of legisla-
tive affairs for South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD), 

gave the coalition an overview of 
recent legislation that would ben-
efi t conservation causes. 

He explained the new legisla-
tion that directs the executive di-
rector of SFWMD to sign permits 
rather than requiring approval of 
the board of governors. 

“To me that is an unmitigated 
disaster,” stated Commissioner 
Judah. 

Mr. Barnett noted that there 
would be public meetings with the 
executive director before permits 
are approved and that if a permit is 
denied, it could be appealed to the 
board of governors. 

Martin County Commissioner 
Sarah Heard expressed the opin-
ion that the change would make it 
harder to track permits. 

Mr. Barnett also gave an update
on the purchase of U.S. Sugar land 
for Everglades restoration. The 
purchase of 180,000 acres was 
announced last June. This land 
was to be used to increase water 
storage, deliver cleaner water to 
the Everglades, prevent tons of 
phosphorous from entering the 
Everglades, eliminate the need for 
back pumping and the sustainable 
of agriculture and green energy 
production.

In December the purchase
price of $1.34 billion was ap-
proved. However, earlier this year 
the purchase was scaled down in 
order to be affordable, prevent any 
new taxes, sustain agriculture and 

US Sugar purchase moves forward

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

September 23, 1981 is a day Da-
vid Gant will always remember.

He was helping to install a 
sewer line near a lift station west 
of Okeechobee when a 16 foot 
trench caved in, burying him un-
der 20 tons of dirt.

He suffered a broken back and 
is now a T4 paraplegic. His condi-
tion left him paralyzed from the 
waist down. He does have com-
plete full head and neck move-
ment, and the full use of his arms, 
wrists and fi ngers.

He uses these abilities to good 
use as the former basketball and 
track star has continued his inter-
ests in sports.

Today he is ranked in the top 20 
in the world in wheel chair tennis. 

“I had to fi nd something to do,” 
he said. “I got tired of playing bas-
ketball. You get to meet different 
people and go different places.”

Mr. Gant read books, learned 
the rules, and got into wheel 
chair tennis. He uses a 27 pound 
titanium wheelchair that has tilted 
wheels for extra mobility.

He has been able to travel a lot 
and play tennis. He noted in third 
world countries he played against 
players with home made wheel 
chairs and poor equipment.

“You get to go to different coun-
tries and meet different people with 
disabilities. It makes me thankful 
for what we have,” he added.

One of his greatest memories is 
playing tennis at the site of the U.S. 
Open in New York, Arthur Ashe 
stadium. 

Mr. Gant plays in tournaments 
that are sanctioned by the United 
States Tennis Association. He was 
ranked 14th in the nation in 2007, 
good for second in the state of 
Florida.

He has also remained active 

Former Brahman doesn’t let disability keep him down

Submitted photo
David Gant lost the use of his legs in an accident when he was
buried under tons of dirt while installing a sewer line, but he
continues to excel as an athlete.See Gant — Page 9

See Purchase — Page 2



minimize the impact to local communities. 
The revised agreement calls for purchase 

of 73,000 acres for $536 million with an op-
tion to purchase the remaining 107,000 acres 
during the fi rst 10 years. The closing date for 
the sale is set to occur 90 days after bond 
validation. This is predicted to be sometime 
between April and June of next year.

“These lands were handpicked by our 
engineers,” Mr. Barnett said of the smaller 
purchase.

Of the land purchased, 3,000 acres will 
be available for local government use. To 
ease the economic impact of the loss of ag-
ricultural lands, SFWMD is spending $2 mil-
lion in fi scal year 2009 in Hendry and Glades 
counties and the tri-cites of Belle Glade, 
Pahokee and South Bay. The district will be 
committing additional funds to economic 
development of the area including hiring of 
an economic development director and re-
gional coordination.

According to the amended agreement, 
U.S. Sugar can lease back part of the land 
for agricultural use for up to 20 years. 

Temperince Morgan discussed the plan-
ning that is going into the project. To date 
10 water resource advisory commission 
workshops have been held as part of Phase 
I to discuss such topics as identifying prob-
lems, objectives and constraints, modelling 
tools, maps and land information. Several 
hypothetical confi gurations were examined. 
Phase II will soon start. This will involve us-
ing the fi ndings of Phase I as a starting point 

for more detailed planning and analysis.  
Susan Sylvester, director of operations 

for SFWMD, stated the period November 
through May was the driest six month peri-
od on record. However, May and June have 
been the wettest months since 1932. So far, 
rainfall in July has been slightly above aver-
age.

“There is nobody in this room that can 
say where we will go from here,” she add-
ed. 

The coalition also heard from private 
consultant Forest Michael on water and eco-
nomic development. He gave examples of 
how lakes and reservoirs can be used for 
water treatment and storage as well as eco-
tourism activities such as fi shing, canoeing 
and bird watching. He stated that lakes and 
reservoirs can store excess water cheaper 
than some of the other methods proposed. 
He noted that all ten counties in the coali-
tion have lakes and that in addition to being 
affordable, his method benefi ted the com-
munity. 

Commissioner Judah stated that the 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Pro-

gram is a dismal failure because there is not 
enough water storage. Coalition members 
expressed so much interest in Mr. Michael’s 
presentation that they decided to devote the 
entire agenda of their next meeting to that 
topic.

Col. Paul Grosskruger, commander of the 
Jacksonville District of the U. S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, will soon retire. The coalition 
passed a resolution commending the colo-
nel for his work on Lake Okeechobee and 
Everglades restoration issues and expressed 
the desire that the Department of the Army, 
the Department of the Interior and the State 
of Florida consider appointing Col. Grosskru-
ger to a position where he can continue to 
work with Everglades restoration. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Purchase
Continued From Page 1

Going green isn’t merely about color—it’s about taking 
steps. Lennox® is proud to be an official ENERGY STAR partner 
and offer efficient home comfort systems that save you energy  
and money. Call us today to find out how you can be green 
and save some green too.

Receive up to a $550 Rebate*  
with the purchase of a qualifying 
Lennox® Home Comfort System

$25 Off a Service Call!**

Up to an additional

$1,500 in Federal Tax Credits***  
may be available with the installation of qualifying high-efficiency products.

CAC014022
Offer expires 8/14/2009.
*Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **Service offer applies to new customers only.
***See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment.
© 2009 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

EMORY WALKER CO., INC.

(863) 763-6742
Lennox Dealer Since 1975

SEE OUR FRONT PAGE BANNER AD 

SEE OUR FRONT PAGE BANNER AD 

DEAR BETTY

Betty Vucelich
Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

Dear Betty,
•(Question) How Does a Digital Hearing Aid Work?
•(Answer) Digital Signal Processing or DSP converts sounds to a numeric representation,
which is analyzed by a set of rules & formulas called algorithms. They are used to manage
multiple features continuously, simultaneously & automatically. These features are precisely
configured for your hearing needs and preferences. 

We Welcome Your Questions ~ Stop by or Call 863-623-3070

3268 US Hwy. 441 S. 
Okeechobee 

(Inside Winn Dixie Plaza)

863-623-3070

Hearing Aids

EA.

FREEIn-Office Trial

Expires:07/31/09

Experience Beltones 
Open Technology 

starting at 
• Digital • S-Class Custom • ITE
$995

Offer expires 7/31/09 With coupon only. 

THEATRE I:  “THE PROPOSAL”
Fri @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. &

Thurs. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00.

July 15July 15th th -- July 23July 23rdrd

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE II:  “ICE AGE 3” 
Fri @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun., Tues., Wed. &

Thurs. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@
3:00 & 7:00.

THEATRE III:  “HARRY POTTER”
Fri @ 7:00 & 9:30., Sat. @ 2:00, 4:30, 7:10 &
9:40. Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00., Sun., Tues.,
Wed., Thurs @ 2:00, 4:30 & 7:00 only

PG-13

PG

PG

Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00 
Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D. Dwayne Montie, D.O. Mark Leach, R-PA Sharon Barrineau, ARNP John Minni, D.O. 

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology
• Acne • Psoriasis • Eczema
• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders 
• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery
• Skin Allergies and Rashes 
• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments
• Botox® • Juvéderm TM

• Radiesse® • Thermage®

• Restylane® • Perlane®

• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair • Moles • Brown Spots
• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.
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Sunday: Scattered showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a high near 92. 
Calm wind becoming southwest around 5 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Sunday Night: A 30 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 71. Southeast wind around 5 mph. 

EXTENDED FORECAST
Monday: Scattered showers and thunder-

storms. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 87. 
Southeast wind around 5 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 40%.

Monday Night: A slight chance of showers. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 72. East wind 
around 5 mph becoming calm. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 20%.

Tuesday: Scattered showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 88. East 
wind between 5 and 10 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 50%.

Tuesday Night: A slight chance of showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 75. East wind 
around 5 mph. Chance of precipitation is 20%.

Okeechobee Forecast

The Florida Lottery: Numbers selected 

Thursday in the Florida Lotto are: Cash 3: 
0-5-3; Play 4: 3-8-9-5; Fantasy 5: 19-28-31-

35-36. Numbers selected Friday are: Cash 3: 
5-0-8; Play 4: 2-6-3-2.

Lotteries



The following people are among 
Okeechobee’s Most Wanted persons. There 
are active warrants for each of them. The cri-
teria for making Okeechobee’s Most Wanted 
top fi ve is based on the severity of the crime 
in conjunction with the age of the warrant.

If you have any information on the where-
abouts of any of Okeechobee’s Most Wanted 
you can call the Treasure Coast Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-273-TIPS (8477). If you call 
Treasure Coast Crimes Stoppers, you have 
the option of remaining anonymous. You 
can also receive a reward if the information 
results in an arrest.

William David Helms, DOB 2/11/1977, 
5 ft 11 in - Third Degree Grand Theft.

Felicia Jean Pringle - DOB - 7/23/1987, 
5 ft 5 in, 130lbs - VOP - Grand theft, posses-

sion of hydrocodone, possession Alprazo-
lam.

Jesse James Lyng, DOB 2/9/1983, 6 ft, 
1 in, 210 lbs - Possession Carisoprodol, Re-
sisting w/o violence.

Brandon Wayne Ellis, DOB 4/11/1984, 
5 ft, 6 inches, VOP - Grand Theft Auto, Bur-

glary structure, grand theft.

Ethan Eugene Harris II, DOB 12-15-

1982, 5 ft. 8 in., 150 lb., From Belle Glade. 

Wanted for attempted murder with a fi re-

arm. Caution: Armed and dangerous.

Okeechobee’s Most Wanted

Are you about to become 
eligible for Medicare? 

Martin G.
Humana Gold Plus® member

“Humana provides me with a medical and drug plan that more 
than meets my health needs at an extremely reliable cost.”

Humana offers a variety of Medicare health plans and the experience to
help you fi nd the right plan that meets your needs. And our licensed

representatives still make house calls!

8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday - Friday

There’s a lot to consider when 
choosing a Medicare health plan.

Humana can help.

Medicare-approved HMO and PPO plans available to anyone enrolled in both Part A and Part B of Medicare through age or disability. For HMO plans, you must use plan providers. 
You will be responsible for the costs of out of network care. Referrals may be required for all but primary care physician visits. For PPO plans, you will pay more for covered services received 
outside the network. Specialists and facilities may require referrals from your PCP. Sometimes the selection of in-network providers is limited in certain geographic areas or in some specialties. 
If the network in your area doesn’t offer the specialist you need, you may be allowed to go to a non-network provider at the in-network rate. Be sure to contact non-network doctors before 
you see them to make sure they accept Medicare assignment and have agreed to accept payment from Humana. Enrollment period restrictions apply, call Humana for details. 

M0006_GHA04PLHH    TC  07/09

Philip W. Moyer, M.D.
General and Vascular Surgery

245 NE 19th Drive • Okeechobee

(863) 357-0045

TTo attend
this FREE

varicose vein
screening,
call now:

The underlying cause of varicose veins and
heavy, achy legs can be treated in our office

with the VNUS Closure® procedure.
• Minimally invasive
• Fast and mild recovery
• Covered by most insurance

Do you experience discomfort, leg pain or
swelling? Do you have varicose veins?

On your feet all day?
FREE Varicose Vein Screening

5561-996-6605561-996-6605
2619 W. Canal St. North2619 W. Canal St. North

SLEEVE OF BALLS EACH ROUND

W/COUPON

$15 WEEKDAYS • $20 WEEKENDS

www.sugarcanegol f c lub . com

Summer Special
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Felicia Jean
Pringle

Brandon 
Wayne Ellis

Jesse James
Lyng

William David
Helms

Ethan Eugene
Harris II

The following individuals were arrested on 
felony or driving under the infl uence (DUI) 
charges by the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police De-
partment (OCPD), the Florida Highway Patrol 
(FHP), the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC) or the Department of 
Corrections (DOC).

• Andrew Mark Richards, 17, N.W. 15th St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested July 16 by Deputy 
Joseph Hall on take and hold warrants charg-
ing him with burglary of a conveyance, viola-
tion of probation - burglary of a conveyance 
and violation of probation - grand theft. After 
being booked into the Okeechobee County Jail 
he was taken to the Department of Juvenile 
Justice Detention Center in Fort Pierce.

• Howard Vincent Sims, Jr., 57, S.W. 11th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested July 16 by 
Deputy Donnie Holmes on an Indian River 
County warrant charging him with violation of 
probation - traffi cking in cocaine. His bond was 
set at $2,500.

• Quninesha M. Ash, 15, N.W. Second St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested July 16 by DOC’s M. 
Jonassaint on a charge of violation of probation 
- aggravated assault. She was released on her 
own recognizance.

This column lists arrests and not convic-
tions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone listed 
here who is later found innocent or has had the 
charges against them dropped is welcome to 
inform this newspaper. The information will be 
confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report



Mustangs abandoned 
in Hendry County

• In the news, 20 wild mustangs were 
rounded up in Hendry County after appar-
ently being abandoned by whoever original-
ly adopted them from the Bureau of Land 
Management. They were on the news and 
they looked pretty bad. If anyone wants to 
help donate some feed or adopt one of the 
horses, contact the Hendry County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce at 863-673-6114 or Investigator 
Charles White at cwhite@hendrysheriff.org. 
I know some people in Okeechobee County 
have some experience adopting and train-
ing mustangs so maybe someone can help 
these horses.

• My husband saw these horses and 
they were really poor. He said someone cut 
the fence and 
dumped them 
out on the 
ranch. It seems 
that the horses 
wouldn’t be 
that hard to 
track down 
since they were 
adopted and 
hopefully has 
a tat or some 
type of tracker. 
After all they 
had to have 
health papers 
to cross state lines and there aren’t that 
many mustangs that come to Florida.

• Mustangs are freeze branded with a 
code that identifi es where they came from 
and I believe each has an individual number 
so they can go back to the BLM records and 
fi nd out who adopted these horses. I hope 
they press animal cruelty charges against 
them. Just dumping the horses is wrong and 
cruel.

• What is the proper, legal and caring 
thing to do if you fi nd yourself degrading from 
good fi nancial times in which you are able 
to provide the expensive care for a bunch of 
horses and then quite suddenly are not? I am 
thinking that many people may have come 
upon these times and cannot fi nd anyone to 
take them. Do the county humane societies 
have the resources to take that many if they 
were called upon to do so? I realize that it 
is believed these horses were acquired out 
west. I hope we are enlightened about the 
reasons if they ever fi nd out who dumped 
them. I know of some people who used 
to go out to Oklahoma and get some and 
bring them back to Michigan to sell. What if 
someone had orders for 20 horses, went and 
got them, and then found out their people 
would not take them? All very hypothetical, 
I know. It’s about the same as dropping cats 
or dogs off near a farm except for the size.

Health care
• I just found out I qualify for medical 

through the VA. I had always thought that I 
had to serve during a declared war or had to 
be a disabled vet., or retired from the service 
to qualify. With my income right now I have 
no copay, but even if (hopefully soon) my 
pay increases the copays are still better than 
any insurance I have ever had, with no pre-
mium to pay. I feel like a kid at Christmas. 
I have not had insurance in over 10 years, 
and at my age, and a few health problems 
I know I have ( diabetic, arthritic, and I be-
lieve my blood pressure is on the rise, I’m 
sure my cholesterol is not the best) This was 
like a gift. 

• For those who 
have been in the mili-
tary, you should look 
into the VA system.  The 
following link will take 
you to the application 
area. If you have (or 
know someone who 
has) just gotten out of 
the Service, you should 
immediately apply. You have 365 days to ap-
ply where EVERYTHING in your medical re-
cord becomes “Service Connected.” Why is 
this important? Because a young man’s pain 
becomes an old man’s misery. Even if your 
injury is rated at 0, it becomes “Service Con-
nected.” The link is https://www.1010ez.
med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez/

Nubbin Slough
• If people are hunting alligators, I guess 

it makes sense they would just go down 
to Nubbin Slough since the big reptiles are 
sighted there on a regular basis. But they 
should get a permit and do it right during 
hunting season. Because if you hunt alliga-
tors out of season or without a permit, you 
get in a lot of trouble with the law.

Donations
• With the problems with the economy, 

I know people can’t donate cash the way 
they did in previous years. But you can still 
help the community by donating items you 
no longer need. Real Life Children’s Ranch 
accepts donations for their charity yard sale. 
Hospice and Goodwill both accept dona-
tions of household goods and clothing. 
The new Habitat Restore accepts furniture 
and household items. Okeechobee Special 
Equestrians accepts donations of junked 
cars. You get a tax credit for donating these 
things that you no longer need. So clean out 
the closets and the attic and do a little good 
for your community.

Flu shots
• Does anyone know how many cases 

are in Okeechobee? I don’t want my kids 
becoming the guinea pigs. Editor’s note: Ac-
cording to the Okeechobee County Health 
Department, as of July 6 there were six con-
fi rmed cases of H1N1 virus in Okeechobee 
County.

• Personally I have not had a fl u shot 
since I was in the Army  because it was man-
datory every time I would get one I would 
get the fl u worse than it would if I hadn’t 
gotten one. Its been 30 years since then and 
have had the fl u maybe twice since then. I 
wont be getting it and neither will child.

• The H1N1 seems to be dangerous for 
certain high risk groups but not much dif-
ferent from other fl u for most people. I think 
they need to educate the public and let 
people make their own decisions about vac-
cinations. Some of these vaccinations cause 
more problems than they solve. I don’t think 
I want my child to get this shot. Most older 
kids and healthy adults who get the fl u have 
a mild case and build up their own natural 
immunity. I think they should just make it 
voluntary and make the shots available at 
no cost at the county health departments for 
those who want them.

• What are the symptoms of H1N1 fl u? 
How do we know if we have it? Editor’s
note: According to the Center for Disease 
Control, The symptoms of novel H1N1 fl u vi-
rus in people are similar to the symptoms of
seasonal fl u and include fever, cough, sore
throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches,
headache, chills and fatigue. A signifi cant
number of people who have been infected
with this virus also have reported diarrhea
and vomiting. Also, like seasonal fl u, severe
illnesses and death has occurred as a re-
sult of illness associated with this virus. The
only way to be certain that you have it is
with blood tests. According to the CDC, “if
you live in areas where people have been
identifi ed with novel H1N1 fl u and become
ill with infl uenza-like symptoms, including
fever, body aches, runny or stuffy nose, sore
throat, nausea, or vomiting or diarrhea, you
should stay home and avoid contact with
other people. Staying at home means that
you should not leave your home except to
seek medical care. This means avoiding
normal activities, including work, school,
travel, shopping, social events, and pub-
lic gatherings If you have severe illness or
you are at high risk for fl u complications,
contact your health care provider or seek
medical care. Your health care provider will
determine whether fl u testing or treatment
is needed. If you become ill and experience
any of the following warning signs, seek
emergency medical care.

“In children, emergency warning signs 
that need urgent medical attention include: 

-- Fast breathing or trouble breathing;
-- Bluish or gray skin color; 
-- Not drinking enough fl uids; 
-- Severe or persistent vomiting; 
-- Not waking up or not interacting;  
-- Being so irritable that the child does 

not want to be held;
-- Flu-like symptoms improve, but then 

return with fever and worse cough. 
“In adults, emergency warning signs that 

need urgent medical attention include: 
-- Diffi culty breathing or shortness of 

breath; 
-- Pain or pressure in the chest or abdo-

men; 
-- Sudden dizziness; 
-- Confusion; 
-- Severe or persistent vomiting; and,
-- Flu-like symptoms improve but then 

return with fever and worse cough.”
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Public Forum/Speak Out

To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D

Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com
To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes submissions
from its readers. Opinions, calendar items, stories
ideas and photographs are welcome. Call (863)
763-3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed. 
E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com
Speakout: (863) 467-2033
To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863-763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified advertise-
ment from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com
Billing Department 
E-Mail: billteam@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail:  readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available three times a
week via home delivery and is on sale at rack and
store locations throughout Okeechobee County. Call
the office to find out if your home is within our pres-
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Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry stan-
dards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to 

live and work, through our dedication to 
conscientious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make 
their own intelligent decisions about public  issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, 
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, 
fearlessness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or 
potential conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction 
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!



2009/2010 County Budget
Concerning the July 10, Okeechobee News 

report on the budget plans by the Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC). My fi rst com-
ment is to remind the BOCC whom they work 
for and as one of those, I do not want to see 
any additional taxes or assessment increases. 
Just remember that additional equipment, 
even if donated, cost to keep maintained. That 
the BOCC is asking the constitutional offi cers 
to reduce their budgets, reasonable request to 
a degree. These are the same offi ces who will 
return a large amount to the county to try to 
offset the shortfall for this year.

I am really concerned about the sheriff ’s 
offi ce. I can work around the offi ces of the 
other elected offi cials being closed a half day 

a week, but not the sheriff. The sheriff is, from 
what I understand, already reducing his bud-
get estimate by some $1,000,000 and now you 
want an additional cut of some $1,300,000. I 
think the sheriff can do this, no problem, just 
do not supply the security for the court house 
and drop the jail from your responsibility. I 
guess the BOCC may not realize these are not 
your responsibility unless you select to do so. 
This will reduce your expenses by millions 
and leave you with much less of a headache. 
I think you told them it would cost $1 million 
plus for the new courthouse security, how 
soon they forget.

So back to the BOCC. Let me say once 
again that the Agri-Civic Center is costing over 
$1,000,000 per year above what it generates 
and is therefore subsidized by the tax payers. 

(3rd quarter report ready yet BOCC?) Close it 
down and open only for the rodeo and maybe 
the fair and ag sale. You could send the em-
ployees to the court house security and to run 
the jail and the inmates maintain the ag center 
while not in use.

As for Mr. Bonner, I would suggest he look 
at his immediate staff and their expenses. This 
needs to be reviewed, maybe I’ll do that. As for 
the remainder of the county employees I am 
sure none wants to lose their job but some-
thing will have to be done. Some paid holi-
days changed to non-paid holidays; sick pay 
for sick people. Any employee who receives 
a gross pay of a given amount has a percent 
reduction on an increasing scale. Reduce by 
1 percent below $30K a year then 1 percent 
(or more) for each $10K increase; (30,000.01 

to 39,999.99 at 2 percent etc.). And naturally
no pay increases and continued freeze on re-
placement of employees unless required by
statute.

Just a reminder to those who are on a fi xed 
Social Security income, no Cost Of Living Ad-
justment (COLA) for two years thanks to our
congress and Mr. Change Obama. I was so
happy to see he got a good room for the G8
conference, only cost $13,000 per night. So
the 50,000,000 million on Social Security think
again at election time. Someone can keep his
change and give me my money back.

Tax time is soon upon us, save your money 
so we can pay $3,000 per day on the Agri-Civic
Center to grow grass.

Have a nice day,
Tom Murphy

At a
time when newspapers
everywhere are struggling to survive,
you can show your support for your
Okeechobee News newspaper by

purchasing an e-subscription. 
It’s less than 50 cents per issue.

You’ll receive an email with a live
link to the latest issue. 

This will allow you to read the entire
newspaper online --- 

even when you’re traveling. 

Please call 11-800-282-8586 
or subscribe online at 

http://circulation.newszap.com 

Support unbiased   
local 

journalism!
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By Rev. Pauline G. Livatt
Pastor, Saint Stephens A.M.E. Church

Undertaking our Ministry
The mission of the church is to minister to 

the spiritual, intellectual, physical, emotional 
and environmental needs of all people by 
spreading Christ’s liberating gospel through 
word and deed. Every local church is to seek 
out and save the lost, and serve the needy 
through a continuing program of preaching 
the gospel, feeding the hungry, clothing the na-
ked, housing the homeless, providing jobs for 
the jobless, administering to the needs of those 
in prisons, hospitals, nursing homes, asylums 

and mental institutions, senior citizens’ homes; 
caring for the sick, the shut-in, the mentally 
and socially disturbed and encouraging thrift 
and economic advancement.

When we undertake our ministry we often 
hear:

“Oh, that will never work.”
“Been there, done that.” 
“We’ve tried to feed the hungry, and look, 

we have more hungry.” 
How many times have you heard that as 

your community poses a new idea, or a new 
ministry? How may times have you said it?

I wonder how many of those responses 
were on the tip of Peter’s tongue as this itin-
erant preacher tells an experienced fi sherman 

where to fi sh. I wonder what caught Peter’s 
imagination and encouraged him to try again. 
Perhaps it was the deeper water. Jesus said, 
“Cast your net on the right side of the ship, and 
you will fi nd.” (John 21:6) Jesus invites Peter 
and us to “fi sh” in deeper water where we can-
not easily see the fi sh or the bottom, out into 
places beyond our depth. 

When a community of faith begins a min-
istry, it generally starts small and grows. Yes, 
world hunger is a problem, especially in our 
community. Let’s start a food pantry, a clothing 
ministry, and mentoring programs for the fami-
lies and children in our community. We also 
need to come up with ways to provide jobs for 
the jobless and give them training sessions on 

how to apply and to dress for a job. This will
reduce the crime rate within our community. 

What if we dare to fi sh in the deeper water? 
The problem isn’t the lack of people that serve
the community, it’s the lack of service to the
community. For people of faith who undertake
ministries of compassion and injustice this sto-
ry carries an important message. If we dare to
move into deeper territory (the broader need)
the results can be awesome (our nets will be
full). The story also suggests that we will need
partners to land our catch successfully. 

What stands in your way of taking Jesus’ ad-
vice, of following Jesus’ call? What keeps you
from casting your nets into deeper water? The
catch may be beyond your wildest dreams.

Refl ections from the Pulpit

Letter to the Editor

SUNDAY
A.A. meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the 

Church of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St. It will 
be an open step meeting.

A.A. open 12 step meeting from 7:30 until 
8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Savior, 200 N.W. 
Third St.
MONDAY

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This will be an open meeting.

Okeechobee Senior Singers will meet at 9 
a.m. at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 
312 North Parrott Ave. Everyone who enjoys 
singing is invited to join the group. For informa-
tion or to schedule an appearance, contact Patsy 
Black at 863-467-7068.

The Okeechobee Historical Society meets 
at noon at 1850 U.S. 98 N. Join us with a cov-
ered dish for lunch, followed by a business meet-
ing. The dues are $10 per person, per year, and 
are due in September. For information, call Betty 
Williamson at 863-763-3850.

Artful Appliquers is a recently formed 
chapter in Okeechobee. This chapter meets at 
the Turtle Cove Clubhouse, 10 Linda Road, in 
Buckhead Ridge on Mondays from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. All are welcome. For information call 863-

763-6952.
A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 

at the First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This will be an open meeting.
TUESDAY

Civil Air Patrol set to meet
The Civil Air Patrol meets each Tuesday 

evening at the Okeechobee Airport T-Hanger 
#1, meetings start at 7:30 p.m. For information 
please call Capt. Joe Papasso 561-252-0916 or 
Lt. Greg Gernat 863-697-9915 Rotary Club of 
Okeechobee meets each Tuesday at noon at 
Golden Corral Restaurant, 700 S. Parrott Ave. 
The meetings are open to the public. For infor-
mation, contact Maureen Budjinski at 863-484-
0110.

New Beginnings Narcotics Anonymous 
meets at The Gathering Church, 735 SW 24th 
Ave, at 7 p.m. in the youth building behind the 
church. For information, call Monika at 801-
3244 or Rocy at 610-0975.

Al-Ateen - meeting will be held at the Church 
of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St., at 8 p.m. For 
more information, please call Amy at 863-763-
8531 or Dan 561-662-2799. 

Al-Anon meeting will be held at the Church of 
Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St., at 8 p.m.

A.A. Closed discussion meeting from 8 un-
til 9 p.m. at the Church of Our Savior, 200 N.W. 
Third St.

The Lighthouse Refuge Support Group is 
for women who are hurting, homeless or been 
abused. They meet on the fi rst and third Tuesday 
of every month from noon until 2 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church, 401 S.W. Fourth St., and on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Red Cross, 323 
N. Parrott Ave. For more information call Donna 
Dean at 863-801-9201 or 863-357-2106.

Family History Center meets from 1 until 5 
p.m. at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, 310 S.W. Sixth St. Anyone interested in 
fi nding who your ancestors are is welcome to 
attend. For more information, call The Family 
History Center at 863-763-6510 or Richard Smith 
at 863-261-5706 for special appointments.

Widows and Widowers support group meets 
at 7:30  a.m. at the Clock Restaurant, 1111 S. 
Parrott Ave., for breakfast. For information, June 
Scheer at 863-634-8276

The Gathering Church Overcomers Group 
meets at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, 1735 
S.W. 24th Ave. This is a men’s only meeting. For 
information, call Earl at 863-763-0139.

The Okeechobee Lions Club meets at 7 p.m. 
at the Golden Corral Restaurant, 700 S. Parrott 
Ave. Anyone interested in becoming a member is 
welcome. For information, contact Elder Sumner 
at 863-763-6076.

Bible study at the Living Word of Faith 
Church, 1902 S. Parrott Ave., at 7 p.m. Informal 
and informative discussions bring many Bible 
truths to life. Everyone is invited.

Grief and Loss Support Group meets ev-
ery Tuesday at 10 a.m. at the Hospice building 
located at 411 S.E. Fourth St. in Okeechobee. 
Everyone is welcome. For information, contact 
Brenda Nicholson at 863-467-2321.

Freedom Ranch Al-Anon meets every Tuesday 
and is open to all who deal with someone with ad-
dictions. There is support with this epidemic. The 
meetings are Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at the Freedom 
Ranch, 11655 Hwy. 441 S.E. Contact Jay at 863-
467-8683 for questions or concerns.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a week-
ly meeting. Overeaters Anonymous (OA) meets 
at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. 
Parrott Avenue on Tuesdays, 6 until 7 p.m. (Use 
4th Street entrance.) Overeaters Annonymous is 
not a diet club. The only requirement for mem-
bership is a desire to stop eating compulsive-
ly. For more information call Loretta at 863-763-
7165 or 863-697-0206.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This will be an open meeting.

The First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St., will be hosting God’s Time -- a 
morning of free organized Christian activities that 
includes play, instruction and interaction for par-
ents and their pre-school children. The event will 
be held each Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. until noon. 
Child care will be provided for infants during the 
class. For information, call 863-763-4021.

Haven of Rest Church, 2947 S.W. Third Terr., 
holds meetings for persons with alcohol and 
drug related problems at 6 p.m. For information 
call 863-357-3053.

Community Calendar



Sons of the American 
Legion host Steak Dinner

The Sons of the American Legion will 

sponsor their monthly ribeye steak dinner 

on Sunday, July 19, from 3 until 6 p.m. at 

the American Legion Post 64, 501 SE Second 

Street. 

Dinner includes steak, baked potato, sal-

ad, roll and butter, dessert, iced tea and cof-

fee. Live entertainment for your enjoyment. 

The public is welcome. Donation is $12.

Main Street has general 
membership meeting

Okeechobee Main Street will have their 

quarterly General Membership Meeting on 

Wednesday, July 22, 12 noon at the Brah-

ma Bull Restaurant on Hwy 441 SE. 

All members and anyone interested in 

Okeechobee Main Street are encouraged to 

attend. For more information, call 863-357-

6246.

Free school/sports physicals
As a service to the community, the Visit-

ing Nurse Association’s mobile medical clin-

ic will provide school and/or sports physicals 

free of charge to any students in need of this 

service on July 23 from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. 

Physicals are performed by Sandra Ripper-

Brown, ARNP (Advanced Registered Nurse 

Practitioner), who is licensed in the State of 

Florida to provide this service. 

Parents and/or guardians are strongly 

encouraged to bring any available medical 

history information, as well as immuniza-

tion records and student identifi cation. Visit-

ing Nurse Association (VNA), 208 E.S. Park 

Street, 863-357-2197.

Library book club meeting
The Friends of the Okeechobee Library 

Book Club will meet on Thursday, July 23 

at 6:00 p.m. in the library board room to dis-

cuss “The Double Bind” by Chris Bohialian. 

The meeting is open to the public. For more 

information call Jan Fehrman at 357-9980.

VA to host local 
outpatient clinic

The Dept of Veterans Affairs and 
Okeechobee Community Based Outpatient 
Clinic will be hosting an Open House on Sat-
urday, July 25, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the 
Okeechobee Community Based Outpatient 
Clinic, 1201 N. Parrott Ave. 

All veterans are invited. Staff will be avail-
able to assist with healthcare and benefi t 
questions. 

The County Veterans Service Offi cer will 

be available to answer VA benefi t questions. 

Registration and enrollment in VA Healthcare 

will be conducted. Veterans who have been 

previously denied due to excess income are 

encouraged to reapply. 

Refreshments will be provided. For fur-

ther information contact the VA Clinic at 

863-824-3232 or the County Veterans Service 

Offi ce at 863-763-8124. 

Community Events

Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Lewis Thomas, 54
OKEECHOBEE — Lewis Thomas died July 16, 

2009, at Raulerson Hospital. 
Born April 24, 1955 in Alliance, Ohio to the 

late George and Margaret Thomas, he was a 
truck driver and mechanic. He came to Okee-
chobee from Wiersdale, Fla. in 1980. He was of 
the Presbyterian faith and a member of the Li-
on’s Club.

Mr. Thomas is survived by his wife of 31 years, 
Maureen Thomas of Okeechobee; two daugh-
ters, Christina (Kirby) Norman and Amanda 
(Sonny) Baughman; grandsons, Denny Baugh-
man and soon to be born Baby Norman all of 
Okeechobee; brother, George Thomas of 
Woodstock, Ga.; and sisters, Peggy Newman of 
Leesburg and Polly Clements of Umatilla.

Visitation will be 2 p.m. Tuesday, July 21, 2009 
until service time of 3 p.m. at Okeechobee Pres-
byterian Church with Reverend Loy Mershimer 
offi ciating.

Interment will follow at Evergreen Cemetery.
Please make memorials to Okeechobee Pres-

byterian Church Memorial Fund or Food Pantry.
Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-

sokeechobeefh.com.
All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 

care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

Lorayne Claire Johnson, 63
OKEECHOBEE — Lorayne Claire Johnson 

died Tuesday, July 14, 2009, in Lawnwood Re-
gional Medical Center.

Born December 26, 1945 in Philadelphia, Pa., 
she had been a resident of Okeechobee since 
1971 and was an active member and past presi-
dent of the Merah Ladies of the Shrine and 
member of the Eastern Star.  She enjoyed ce-
ramics, playing cards, and painting.

She is preceded in death by her mother, Lo-
rayne Kresser.

She is survived by her brother, Fred Kresser 
and three nephews.

The family will receive friends on Tuesday, 
July 21, from 5 p.m. until service time of 6 p.m.  
in the Buxton Funeral Home Chapel.

All arrangements are under the direction and 
care of the Buxton Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 110 NE 5th Street, Okeechobee.

If you are 62 or older and need financial relief, comfort and an

easier life, ask me if a ““REVERSE MORTGAGE” is right for you!

863-634-8378, Donna Tourek 
REVERSE MORTGAGE SPECIALIST

“Your Local Addison Mortgage Group Representative” EMAIL: donna@addisonmortgage.com

OOVER 62 AND DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO?

People have so much to do
and so little time to do it.

To help you deal with your
time constraints, we pack
this little
newspaper with lots of rele-
vant and useful informa-
tion.

We want you to learn what
you need to know quickly,
so you can
experience and enjoy your
community fully.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
calling your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism

Available 24/7
at

http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Obituaries
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Okeechobee
(863) 357-6880

Lakeport
(863) 946-0120

Member FDIC 

The perfect trio! 
REGISTER ONLINE

www.fboi.com

Online Banking Bill Pay Electronic 
Statements

e lerts

with

Open a new account with  Electronic Statements or convert your existing account 
statement  to an Electronic Statement and receive a green grocery tote FREE!

GO GREEN! Offer good while supplies last.

County Of Okeechobee

Notice Of A Public Workshop To Be Held With The Okeechobee

City Council On July 29, 2009 

9:00 A.M., Following The Public Workshop, The Okeechobee

County Board Of County Commissioners Will At 9:30 A.M., Or

As Soon Thereafter, Hold A Public Hearing

At The Okeechobee County Health Department Building, 1728

N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida  

To Consider The Adoption Of

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES, FACILITIES, AND PROGRAMS IN

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA AND THE IMPOSITION, APPORTIONMENT

AND COLLECTION OF AN EMS TAX ASSESSMENT; AUTHORIZING THE

IMPOSITION AND COLLECTION OF EMS TAX ASSESSMENTS AGAINST

PROPERTY; PROVIDING CERTAIN DEFINITIONS INCLUDING A DEFINITION FOR

THE TERM "EMS TAX ASSESSMENT"; ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE FOR

IMPOSING EMS TAX ASSESSMENTS; PROVIDING FOR THE USE OF EMS TAX

ASSESSMENT PROCEEDS; PROVIDING THAT EMS TAX ASSESSMENTS

CONSTITUTE A LIEN ON BENEFITTED PROPERTY UPON ADOPTION OF EMS

TAX ASSESSMENT ROLL; PROVIDING THAT THE LIEN FOR AN EMS TAX

ASSESSMENT COLLECTED PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 197.3632 AND 197.3635,

FLORIDA STATUTES, UPON PERFECTION SHALL ATTACH TO THE PROPERTY

ON THE PRIOR JANUARY 1, THE LIEN DATE FOR AD VALOREM TAXES;

PROVIDING THAT A PERFECTED LIEN SHALL BE EQUAL IN RANK AND DIGNITY

WITH THE LIENS OF ALL STATE, COUNTY, DISTRICT, OR MUNICIPAL TAXES AND

ASSESSMENTS AND SUPERIOR IN DIGNITY TO ALL OTHER PRIOR LIENS,

MORTGAGES, TITLES, AND CLAIMS; IMPOSING INTERIM TAX ASSESSMENTS;

PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR COLLECTION OF EMS TAX ASSESSMENTS

AND AN ALTERNATIVE COLLECTION PROCEDURE; PROVIDING A MECHANISM

FOR THE IMPOSITION OF ASSESSMENTS ON GOVERNMENT PROPERTY;

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

PUBLISH: 7/19/09, OKEECHOBEE NEWS

Okeechobee 

Livestock Market

U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee

(863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

ANNOUNCING

Natural Natural 
Weight Loss Weight Loss 

and and 
Wellness ProgramWellness Program

No shots or 
prepackaged foods

ALL
NATURAL

PRODUCTS

Call 863-467-1117 
for appointment

Jay S. Berger, MD
1105 N. Parrott Ave

Okeechobee, FL
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Okeechobee Livestock Market Report
July 13 and 14, 2009

Cows 
Breaking $47.50 $50.00

Cutter $45.00 $52.50

Canner $28.00 $40.00

Bulls
1000-1500 $53.00 $58.50

1500-2000 $56.00 $59.00

 Monday Tuesday
Calves 251 1904

Cows 72 358

Str 0 24

Hfrs 2 32

Bulls 12 25

Yrlngs 26 68

Mix 0 46

Total 363 2457

Med #1 Steers Hfrs
150-200 157-175 107-112

200-250 127-130 89-101

250-300 125-140 87-90

300-350 115-122 84-91

350-400 107-112 82-90

400-450 98-109 93-95

450-500 95-104 81-88

550-600 90-97 93-102

600-650 88-94 80-91

Med #2  Steers Hfrs
150-200 100-130 100-102

200-250 110-130 80-85

250-300 111-122 79-88

300-350 90-112 73-87

350-400 88-104 75-85

400-450 85-101 75-84

Small #1 Steers Hfrs
300-350  83-92

350-400  85-87

450-500 90-95 82-84

550-600 87-90

We had lots of cattle this week. 

Everything stayed pretty steady. 

Lots of good heavy calves 

showed up and there was good 

demand. Pedro Rodriguez, 

of Hialeah topped the calf 

market with a high of $1.70, also 

Fletcher Nail, Ft. Pierce, bought 

by Curt Wilson. William Turner 

topped the cow market with a 

high of 54.50, bought by Dairy-

mens. Pete

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-

tion Commission and the Florida Depart-

ment of Health recently released a new tool 

to assist local health offi cials when respond-

ing to harmful algal blooms in Florida. The 

Resource Guide for Public Health Response 

to Harmful Algal Blooms in Florida address-

es critical HAB issues that may affect the 

health of Florida’s residents and visitors and 

recommends procedures to handle events 

and minimize their impacts.

In Florida, many species of harmful mi-

croscopic algae can affect fi sh and wildlife, 

and some can cause human illness. The 

guide is the fi rst reference that compiles criti-

cal information related to these species as 

well as other harmful algal bloom issues in 

one easy-to-use source. 

Along with suggested operating pro-

cedures, the guide includes background 

information on harmful algal blooms, de-

scriptions of different potential scenarios 

and contact information for various bloom-

related organizations.

In addition to being a go-to reference 

for health offi cials, the guide provides easy-

to-read information for the public to learn 

about this topic.

Based on recommendations from the 

Public Health Technical Panel of Florida’s 

Harmful Algal Bloom Task Force, scientists 

and managers developed the guide to meet 

the critical need for this resource. 

The guide is available at http://re-

search.MyFWC.com/features/view_article.

asp?id=32552. 

For more information on harmful algal 

blooms in Florida, visit http://research.My-

FWC.com or http://www.myfl oridaeh.com/

medicine/aquatic/index.htm

Resource 
guide available 
on harmful 
algal blooms



Aldo Lombardo, M.D., FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

www.allureplasticsurgery.com

Good Thru  End of July

bb~xxv{Éuxx fÑxv|tÄá

Call us to schedule your consultation in Jupiter!

(561) 747-1232 or (888) 9-ALLURE
(Some Restrictions Apply)

Breast Augmentation $4,250 
Tummy Tuck  $6,250

There’s never been a better
time to replace your worn
out air conditioning system

FREE MONEY!!
Up to $1500*     
from Uncle Sam

((863) 763-8391

� Up to $1000 rebate from TRANE til July 31st

� Up to $1500 tax credit from Uncle Sam 

� Up to $1930 rebate from FPL

� 1st year’s maintenance FREE
from Okeechobee A/C 

Trane rebate up to a maximum of $1,000 is available on XL20i or XL16i split systems. Available through partici-

pating dealers only. Offer expires July 31, 2009. FPL rebates and Federal tax credits are based on model and

efficiency (see www.energystar.com) for details. Free Estimates/Second Opinions apply to new units only.

Lic#
CAC023499

Committed To Total Customer 

Satisfaction Since 1978

Free
Estimates 

& 2nd
Opinions
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Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

New business
Ghada Khankan of S & S Wireless, 117 S.W. Park St., is ready to meet all 
your mobile telephone needs. In addition to supplying wireless telephones 
and accessories, S & S Wireless is an authorized dealer for Boost Mobile 
and does computer repair. The store is open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. six days 
a week.

Okeechobee News/Eric Kopp

Sheriff’s Youth Camp
Deputy Rodney Rucks (right), from the Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
handed out the hot dogs and hamburgers Friday, July 17, to 45-50 children 
who took part in the Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Offi ce Summer Camp. 
The camp was held July 13-17 at the Okeechobee High School. While at the 
camp, children between the ages of 8-14 took part in varying activities that 
included team sports, arts and crafts, environmental education and games. 
OCSO deputies also put on different demonstrations during the week. “We 
had a great group of kids,” said OCSO Deputy Sergeant and School Re-
source Offi cer Mark Roberts. Sgt. Roberts, along with OCSO Deputy Lieu-
tenant Lester Yeates and other school resource offi cers, ran the camp. The 
camp was a joint effort of the sheriff’s offi ce and Communities in Schools. 
Friday’s barbecue was held at the Okeechobee County Sports Complex.



over the years with bowling, swimming, road 
racing, wheel chair basketball, and coaching 
youth basketball. He lives in Lake Park. He 
coached for many years at the Wells Recre-
ation Center in Riviera Beach. He said he is 
proud of the fact that the players he coached 
all went to college and graduated.

“I stayed positive from day one when I 
got hurt,” he said. “If you sit around and do 
nothing, you’ll go to waste.”

Mr. Gant has gone 
through nine operations 
and has learned how 
to dress, cook, push a 
shopping cart, and do 
other everyday activities. 
He gets regular physical 
therapy to keep up his 
physical skills and mobil-
ity.

Mr. Gant was a 
highly regarded high 
school basketball player 
for Okeechobee High 
School. He ran track 
in events like the 120 
high hurdles and 440. 
In basketball he prided 
himself on defense and 
blocked shots. “I didn’t 
care about scoring, but 
I’d block a shot in a sec-
ond.” Mr. Gant still aver-
age 17 points per game. 
He remembers his 
coaches Web Pell, Tom 
Kingery and Gary Elliott. 
He noted the team went 
to second round of post 
season one year. Back 
then they didn’t have dis-
trict tournaments.

Mr. Gant still has 
family and friends in 
Okeechobee. His brother 

is U-SAVE Manager Johnny Gant. 
Mr. Gant said it is true what people say 

when they are in a life threatening situation. 
As he lay under tons of dirt some 28 years 
ago, a lot of thoughts rushed through his 
head. 

“You’re going to do some thinking when 
you’re underneath all that dirt,” he said. “It’s 
true. People say they see bright lights and 
your whole life fl ashes in front of you for a 
few seconds. I thought how is my Mom go-
ing to take this and is my girlfriend going to 
be a widow? I thought I was going to the 
happy hunting ground.”

Rescuers dug for close to 90 minutes be-

fore they found Mr. Gant and another man 

in the trench. He said because he was so 

tall, the dirt hit him below the shoulder. If he 

had been shorter, he likely would have been 

killed or left a quadriplegic.

Mr. Gant said he hoped his story will in-

spire disabled people in Okeechobee. He 

noted the worst thing you can do is give up 

and do nothing.

“There is a nice tennis complex in 

Okeechobee,” he said. “It will be hard work 

at fi rst, but they’ll fi nd that they like it and 

they’ll stick with it.”

Mr. Gant relies on private donations to 

attend tennis tournaments. For information 

on how you can assist Mr. Gant call 561-863-

1653.

Gant
Continued From Page 1

DDo you need mobile
home insurance?

We can insure your 1994 and newer
mobile home 

(12 ft. wide or more) 

Call your oldest hometown
insurance agency for a quote. 

Call us for a quote.

Berger Insurance Services, Inc.
800 South Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

Talk About It
If you or someone you know hasbeen raped or sexually assaulted,we are here to help. Contact us:

This publication was made possible by the Rape CrisisProgram Trust Fund, administered by the State of Florida,Department of Health (DOH)

We are here to listen and to provide information and referrals to sexual assaultvictims so they will be able to makeinformed choices regarding their health, safety and rights
All services are free and confidential.

24 Hour
Confidential Hotline1.866.828.7273 (RAPE)

Sexual AssaultAssistanceProgram of theTreasure Coast

R
A
P
E

772-221-1510 or 877-221-1599
4443 SW Martin Hwy. 
Palm City, FL 34990

Monday- Friday 8-6
Saturday 8-2

www.extreme-performance.biz
http://www.myspace.com/extremeperformance07  

DINNER
CHOICES

LUNCH
SPECIALS

$449
$100 OFF 

$599
$999

$529 $999
Add a Drink 99¢

Starting at 

2 Senior Dinners 

2 for $1159 From 
Senior Menu

WITH
COUPON
Included soup or salad, ice cream or pudding

Served wtih French Fries & Cole Slaw

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

BREAKFAST
DEALS

4 to 11 Friday & Saturday

Fish or Shrimp

1111 South Parrott Ave, Okeechobee 

863-467-2224 6AM-10PM - SUN - THU
6AM-11PM - FRI - SATOPEN 7 DAYS

Monday thru Friday 

Check out our specials at 
www.clockrestaurantsfla.com

Buy 1 get 1 FREE
Any Burger or Sandwich from Regular

Menu with purchase of 2 beverages.

Equal or Less Price

$599 Breakfast Bar
$679 Lunch Bar

Mon - Fri

ANYTIME  

7 DAYS A WEEK

~WITH COUPON~

~WITH COUPON~

Lunch or
Dinner 

Off Regular Menu

PPrime Rib
Dinner ea.
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Submitted photo
David Gant, a former Okeechobee High School Brahman 
who ran track and played basketball, now plays tennis in 
a wheelchair league, where he has earned both state and 
national rankings. He encourages other handicapped 
persons to be as active as they can. “If you sit and do 
nothing, you’ll go to waste,” he said.



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

When they meet Tuesday for their only 
meeting this month, the Okeechobee City 
Council will face a lengthy agenda as they 
discuss an EMS tax assessment and a pos-
sible suspension of impact fees.

The council will have the fi rst reading of 
a proposed ordinance to establish an EMS 
assessment. Based on their joint workshop 
with the county commission on the assess-
ment, this topic should generate some dis-
cussion. 

Tara Minton of the Economic Council is 
scheduled to request that the council tem-
porarily suspend and/or reduce impact fees. 
This topic was brought before the council 
once before with little response. However, 
since then the county commission has dis-
cussed the issue several times and will be 
looking at an ordinance to suspend county 
impact fees when they meet later this week. 

The council will also be considering a 
resolution that would allow law enforce-
ment offi cials to impound a vehicle if there is 
evidence the occupants have been engaged 
in criminal conduct.

The mayor is scheduled to proclaim the 
month of August to be Firefi ghter Appre-

ciation Month in the city, present a 20 year 
service award to Lane Gamiotea, present a 
15 year service award to Glenn Hodges, and 
present certifi cates of appreciation to Mar-
sha Montesi and Allison Murphy for service 
on the code enforcement board. 

In other action, the council is expected 
to 

• discuss the National Day of the Ameri-
can Cowboy;

• consider a request to place a mobile 
home in the Okeechobee Trailer & Fishing 
Resort;

• consider a request to permit liquor sales 
on Sunday at Cowboys BBQ & Steak Co.;

• consider approving a declaration of 
covenants, conditions and restrictions per-

taining to First Baptist Church parking re-

quirements;

• award a contract for a vertical lift;

• approve the 2009-2010 tentative budget 

preparation and millage calender;

• make an appointment to the general 

employee/OUA pension board and

• consider appointments to the code en-

forcement board.  
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

TREASURE COAST
DERMATOLOGY

Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer

Protecting the 
Health of 

Your Skin 
with a 

Rigorous 
Focus 

on Skin Cancer 
Detection 

and 
Treatment

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

www.tcdermatology.com
FELLOW OF THE 

AMERICAN SOCIETY 
FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY 
THE AMERICAN BOARD OF 

DERMATOLOGY

1713 US Highway 441 N., Suite G  
 (across from Raulerson Hospital)

863-467-9555

Visit our 
New Okeechobee 

Location

Implantology is not a recognized specialty by the American Dental Association and Florida Board of Dentistry. New treatment program only. The patient and any

other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any service, examination or treatment which is per-

formed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted or reduced fee, service, examination or treatment. Any offer

of monthly payment is based on credit and financing approval.

6390 W. Indiantown Road
Jupiter

Chasewood Plaza near RJ Gators

AFFORDABLE DENTAL IMPLANTS

888-FL-IMPLANT

• We surgically insert and restore Implants in the same office!
• Enjoy the relaxing benefit of conscious oral sedation...As easy as 

taking a pill.
• 100% financing available at 0% interest
• Stabilize loose dentures or partials, replace missing teeth!

For Free Implant Report Dial (888) 692-1325 or www.freeimplantreport.com

T.A.
Aliapoulios,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN1847

Wade B.
Harrouff,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN10761

Jonothan
M. Royal,
D.M.D.
Lic. #DN12061

Salvotore
V. Melita,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN8575

APPEARANCE IMPLANT &
LASER

EXPERIENCE - Dentists have over 130 years combined dental
experience in Palm Beach County. With over 13,000
crowns/implants insertions.
EQUIPMENT - Digital X-Rays, 90% less radiation.
IMPLANT SYSTEMS - Biohorizon, Lifecore, Biolock - All
made in the USA.
EDUCATION - Dr. Wade Harrouff is a graduate of Misch
Institute, University of Tennessee, University of Pittsburgh
and Graduate of Implant Program at Atlantic Dental Research
Clinic. Also, trained in France and Germany.
WARRANTY - Lifetime warranty from manufacturer of implants.

Implants
Starting At
$499
Free Full Mouth 
X-ray, and Exam

New Patients Only!
D6010, D0150, D9310

D330
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Okeechobee city council to face lengthy agenda

If you go ... 
What: Okeechobee City 
Council Meeting
When: 6 p.m. July 21
Where: City Council Cham-
bers, Okeechobee City 
Hall, 55 S.E. Third Ave. 

Elder Affairs SHINE 
program seeks volunteers

The Florida Department of Elder Affairs, 
along with the Area Agency on Aging Palm 
Beach/Treasure Coast, invites you to join the 
award-winning SHINE team of volunteers. 
This program helps elders make informed 
decisions about Medicare, health insurance 
and prescription drug plans.

SHINE volunteers provide individual 
counseling and assistance to elders and their 
caregivers about Medicare, Medicaid, Medi-

care plan choices, long-term care planning 

and prescription discount drug programs. 

Volunteers may also make educational pre-

sentations to community groups and par-

ticipate in local health fairs, senior fairs and 

other outreach and educational events. If 

you would like additional information about 

this exciting opportunity and would like to 

become a SHINE volunteer in Indian River, 

Martin, Okeechobee, and St. Lucie Counties, 

please call our Elder Helpline at the Area 

Agency on Aging at 1-866-684-5885.

Community Brief



By Jim Vensel
Okeechobee Kiwanis Club

Over the past month the Okeechobee Ki-
wanis Club has had the opportunity to hear 
from various quest speakers informing our 
members, how funds are dispersed in our 
educational system as well as community 
projects, informed on a newly formed Agri-
culture Emergency Contact Decal Program, 
Boat Safety, Red Cross Heroes Program, 
Grad Night and Drug Court. 

Mary Hurley, Assistant Superintendent 
and Renee Geeting Principal of South El-
ementary and several students came to 
thank Kiwanis for the $1,000 donation to-
ward “Reading is Fundamental” a program 
that enables the school system to purchase 
additional reading materials enhancing the 
reading skills at the elementary level. Read-
ing is Fundamental is an ongoing Kiwanis 
project giving no less than a thousand dol-
lars per year. 

Sharon Vinson, Treasure of the Okeecho-
bee Educational Foundation Inc. came to 
thank Kiwanis for the $1,500 Dick & Marge 
Blair Memorial Elementary Mini Math Grant. 
South Elementary, Seminole Elementary 
and Central Elementary were recipients of 
the grant receiving $500 each. 

Mrs. Brown, third grade teacher from 
South utilized their funds to purchase mate-
rials to create a wide variety of instant math 
centers. Each math center is geared toward 
making it a fun way to learn their math 
skills. 

Mrs. Padgett, third grade teacher from 
Seminole Elementary, utilized the funds 
to purchase elapsed time teacher manipu-
latives, elapsed time games, timers, and 
geared student clocks that allow students 
to see time pass in a real time manner. The 
manipulatives will continue to make a huge 
difference in Mrs. Padgett’s instruction and 
in the children’s understanding of elapsed 
time. 

Mrs. Howard, Kindergarten/First Grade 
Teacher, Central Elementary. Kindergarten 
students will be using the sensory math kits, 
3D and texture cards, to stimulate retention 
of learning numbers and basic counting con-
cepts. First grade students will use the ad-
dition and subtraction kits to improve their 
speed at which, each student accomplished 
simple adding and subtracting facts. 

Over the past ten years our Club has do-
nated $43,000 in Scholarships. 

Paul Buxton a K-member requested addi-
tional funding for “Grad Night.” We already 
donated our yearly $1,000. Because of to-
day’s hard times and being such an impor-
tant event for our graduating students we 
approved an additional $500. 

Grad Night began 22 years ago as a spe-
cial Kiwanis project to protect our most 
precious jewels, our children. For 22 years 
there has not been one death or drug related 
incident as a result of Grad Night. Kiwanis 
graciously thanks the Buxton family for their 
overwhelming generosity monetarily and for 
chairing the event year after year. We thank 
our Sheriffs Department/City Police Depart-
ment for their time and all the volunteers 
who worked through the night. 

Noel Stephen, Undersheriff introduced 
Deputy Hazellief who presently is oversee-
ing his dream project the Agriculture Emer-
gency Contact Decal Program (AECDP) 
established guidelines for a countywide sys-
tem for the immediate contact of livestock, 
citrus, horticulture, and aquaculture owners 
during emergencies that relate to their busi-
ness property and/or livestock. This system 
will facilitate the use of law enforcement 
personnel more effi ciently in locating and 
informing owners of emergencies that take 
place on their properties. 

Teresa Chandler, Chairman of Red Cross’s 
newly formed program Heroes In the Park 
requested a club donation, which the mem-
bers approved $100 as a Gold Sponsor. All 
monies donated stay right here in Okeecho-
bee and are used for disaster relief. 

Dowling Watford introduced Col. Daniel 
Moore from the United States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. Col. Moore informed members on 
water and boat safety. Important points of 
the topic; don’t forget to put those life jackets 
on each person in the boat. Make sure you 
have plenty of water on hand in case you get 
stranded. Make sure your boat is properly in-
spected, which is free by the USCGA. Make 
sure you have a back up radio. To learn 
more call 1-937-335-0877. 

The most moving moment for members 
came when a young female gave her testi-
mony on her drug/alcohol abuse. This was a 
young lady who had only three ways to go in 
her life. One, continue on drugs/alcohol and 
die, two, get arrested, which she did, third, 
seek help, which she did through Judge Bry-
ant’s Drug Court, a one-year commitment 
program. Now that she has graduated from 

the program she has taken full responsibil-
ity for past actions, is employed and caring 
for her child. She is also getting ready to re-
turn to school to further her education, and 
most of all, has return to her faith thanking 
the Lord for a second chance in life. She also 
gives special thanks for Judge Bryant’s Drug 
Court for affording her another opportunity 
in life rather than jail.

Kiwanis believes in our youth and we are 
fully committed to continue our support in 
whatever manor we can to meet the needs 
of our students in their educational needs 
and their safety. Come have lunch with us. 
We meet every Thursday from noon to 1 
p.m. at the American Legion. 

Bump-Up one time after 12 months. 
Call or visit any of our friendly
branches to take advantage of
this limited time off er. 
Yeah, you can smile about that.

Bump-Up CD 
2 year Certifi cate of Deposit

 *   Annual Percentage Yield.  Requires $1,000 minimum new money in Certifi cate of Deposit and 
$1,500 new money in a Seacoast National Bank deposit transaction account.  After 12 months, 
you may bump up the rate of your CD to the then current Seacoast National Bank 2-year CD 
board rate for the remainder of the term.  Rate accurate as of June 15, 2009.  Offer may be 
withdrawn at any time.

Bump up your interest.
At Seacoast National Bank, you’ll always fi nd 
friendly service and local decision-making, 
along with products and services designed 
just for you. And did we mention great rates?

Feel good about your bank

www.seacoastnational.com

APY*

Free Hearing

Evaluations

Better Hearing Starts Today!

CCall
877-498-HEAR
863-467-5333

Hearing Care Centers

PUBLIC NOTICE
Beginning (On or About) June 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009

IN COMPLIANCE WITH Federal Air Regulations of the Federal Aviation Agency, Public Notice is hereby given
that the Buckhead Ridge Mosquito Control District of Buckhead Ridge, Glades County, Florida has authorized
Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management, Inc. to apply insecticides approved and labeled for this use over
the congested areas of the community known as Buckhead Ridge by low flying aircraft at altitudes under 500
feet from time to time through the mosquito season of 2009.

Populations of both potential disease bearing and pest mosquitoes will be surpressed by spray flights with-
in the area.  All such flights will be made in the public interest at such times as are considered necessary and
under such conditions as are considered effective and safe for the purpose of providing comfort and public
health protection for residents.

Spray flights will be made over congested areas which ordinarily cannot be adequately treated for the sup-
pression of adult mosquitoes with ground equipment.

Additional public notice may be given via local newspapers and/or radio stations as needed. Additional infor-
mation is available by calling your Buckhead Head Ridge Mosquito Control District at 763-7840. Please leave
your name, address and phone number so that the Director or a Commissioner can return your call and address
your concerns.

Buckhead Ridge Mosquito Control District
Your Commissioners:  Al Crank, Chairmain, Sally Edwards, Sec. and Karen Werne, Treas.

Director:  Charlie Norris
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Okeechobee Kiwanis Club busy



NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE NEW PRICEBRING OFFER

NEW LISTING!, 3/2/2 2004 custom
built home on 1/2 acre in desirable
LAZY 7 shows like a model. There
are many upgraded features to this
home, nothing was forgotten $185k

780 ACRE WORKING RANCH, 4-3
Ranch/Camp Home, four wells, (one
10" to 1,000 ft.) 1.5 mi. Paved Road
Frontage PRICE REDUCED TO
$4,200.00 per acre.  Call John 863-
697-0413

PERFECT HORSE COUNTRY. Beautiful
split-level home on 78 acres. 3 ponds,
woods, pasture and a custom 16 stall horse
barn.  Imported doors, RV hook-up with
slab, round pens.  All in a great East County
location. SHORT SALE! $1,250,000 Call
John (863) 697-0413

SHORT SALE in Viking!! 3/2 home
w/loft for office or 4th bdr, offers 2051
TSF, hardwood floors/carpet & the
kitchen is a chef’s delight! $129,900K
#202D Call Cindi (863) 697-0433

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE

BANK SAYS BRING AN OFFER! 3/2
1998 homes offers a split floor plan,
enclosed in-ground pool, situated on
corner a lot in Basswood. A little clean-
ing & this home will be as good as new.
$79,900k #214C  Call Cindi (863) 697-
0433 

BANK SAYS SELL IT! 3/2 Frame
home offering 1257 TSF built in 2002
is situated on nice lot in the Viking,
plenty of shade trees to enjoy after-
noon BBQ’s. $74,900k #404D. Call
Cindi (863) 697-0433 

Patricia Louise Goolsby, 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

2/2 TWO STORY TOWNHOUSE.
Golf course location on the "14TH
TEE BOX." Active community
w/clubhouse, pool, and many
other activities. Maintenance free.
MLS #202816, $120,000.

LOCATION LOCATION LOCATION.
Prime location in City of Okeechobee.
It has tremendous potential. The build-
ing is CBS/Frame structure. This is a
large building and comes with a
house. MLS #201877, $150,000.

WELL-KEPT NEIGHBORHOOD ON
LAKE HARMONY.New 3/2 DWMH on
a large lot. Adjoining lot for sale, $25,000.
Open concept, spacious. Category 3
hurricane construction. Private fishing
dock MLS #202774, $140,000.

3/2 DWMH ON CAPTURED LAKE.
Turn key home. Dock w/double sink
for fish cleaning, water, and electric.
Automatic sprinker system. The
boat may be bought for $5,000.
MLS #202782, $129,900.

WATERFRONT - CANAL OFF RIM
CANAL - well kept and maintained
3/2 Frame with Stucco home with
many new amenities. Furnished,
just bring your toothbrush. Boat
house. MLS #202762, $119,900.

REDUCED

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

FOR THESE LISTINGS, CALL VICKI ANDERSON 863-634-4106.

HUGE CORNER CUL-DE-SAC LOT.
Improved property:  water, sewer, sep-
tic, and electric. WATER ON 2 SIDES.
Seawall needs work. CBS 2 car
garage. PRICED TO SELL!! MAKE
AN OFFER!! MLS #202951 $69,900

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

If you’re looking to
save money -- and

who isn’t these days?
-- subscribing to the

Okeechobee News 
is a real no brainer!

And if you enroll today in

our EZPay
subscription plan, you’ll

not only save REAL

money, but you’ll 

s-t-r-e-t-c-h every cent.

Plus we’ll give you a 
complimentary 

e-Subscription, so you

can read YOUR

newspaper 

anywhere via the

Internet.

That’s a value

of $72 --

Yours for

FREE
if you act

NOW!
(*Value based on annual

subscriptions)

For ONLY $6.00 a month

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

EZPay is simplicity personified.  It is

the most convenient way to pay for

your subscription.  Once it’s set up,

it’s automatic every month.  And with

no bills, no checks and no mail,

EZPay is kind to the environment.

Act now! Limited time offer!

Visit:

https://circulation.newszap.com/

Email:

readerservices@newszap.com

Call:  800-282-8586

It’s all about you, your news, your 
neighbors, your life
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man 
convicted in the 2006 
murder of a local man 
and woman saw his ap-
peal denied by the 4th 
District Court of Appeals 
earlier this week.

Mark Anthony Alvarez 
and his attorneys raised 
issues for appeal in re-
gard to his June 2007 trial 
in which he was found 
guilty of killing Wayne Lindon Tenney and 
Elizabeth Johnson.

The appeals court handed down its rul-
ing Wednesday, July 15. Alvarez, 20, was 
sentenced to two life sentences for the kill-
ings and another 15 years for second de-
gree arson. Each murder charge carries a 
minimum mandatory prison sentence of 25 
years. The minimum mandatory sentence 
on the arson charge is 10 years. This means 
Alvarez will have to serve a mandatory 65 
years in prison. Alvarez, through his public 
defenders, argued that his Miranda warning 
failed to tell him he had he right to have an 
attorney present before questioning.

Carey Haughwout and Margaret Good-
Earnest, from the public defenders offi ce in 
West Palm Beach, also argued that their cli-
ent’s subsequent confession was given after 
he clearly invoked his right to remain silent.

Alvarez was fi rst questioned by former De-

tective Sergeant T.J. Brock, of the Okeecho-
bee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO). He was 
then given a voice stress test by OCSO Detec-
tive M.D. Faulkner, and when that was ended 
Alvarez was interrogated again by Sgt. Brock. 
It was during this third interrogation that Al-
varez confessed to the killings.

At the heart of the appeal was that Sgt. 
Brock gave Alvarez a pre-printed Miranda 
rights form and read it aloud. Then, before 
the voice stress test, Detective Faulkner gave 
Alvarez a pre-printed Miranda rights form 
and went over it with him.

Sgt. Brock then questioned Alvarez a sec-
ond time and it was at the end of this inter-
rogation that Alvarez confessed. However, 
his appeal attorneys argued that because 
Sgt. Brock did not read the Miranda rights 
form again, that the confession should be 
suppressed.

The trial court denied that motion, and 
the appeals court confi rmed that denial.

As for Alvarez invoking his right to remain 
silent, the appeals court ruled that he was 
given his Miranda rights both orally and in 
writing and that he was adequately informed 
that “... he had the right to a court-appointed 
attorney at all times, both prior to and during 
questioning.” The high court went on to say 
that he was specifi cally told that he had the 
right to an attorney “at this time.”

Alvarez was found guilty of killing Mr. 
Tenney and Miss Johnson on Jan. 8, 2006, 
by shooting each of them in the head with 
a .38 caliber revolver while they sat in Miss 
Johnson’s 2004 40th anniversary Ford Mus-

tang convertible. After killing them, Alvarez 

then set the car on fi re. The car and bodies 

were found on N.E. 11th St.

Robert Udell, who represented Alvarez at 

trial, argued that his client was taking the fall 

for his brother, Junior Alvarez. “You might 

not take the fall for a family member, but 

he is,” Mr. Udell told the jury in his closing 

statement. “Have you never heard of that 

happening before? That’s what’s happening 

in this case.” Sgt. Brock, however, said he 

spoke with Junior Alvarez during the inves-

tigation and could fi nd no evidence that he 

had any responsibility in the case.

Fourth District Court denies Alvarez’s appeal

Mark A.
Alvarez

Lucy Hatfi eld and Patricia Ann Fryar 
will have to appear before the special 
magistrate to answer charges of having 
a condemned mobile home on their N.E. 
Seventh Lane property, at Okeechobee 
County Code Enforcement Special Mag-
istrate hearing at 2 p.m., July 21, at the 
Okeechobee County Health Department 

Auditorium, 1798 N.W. Ninth Ave. In ad-

dition, the magistrate will consider some 

who have previously ordered to come 

into compliance If their property is still 

not in compliance, they could be fi ned up 

to $250 for every day of noncompliance.

Magistrate to impose fi nes



Hazellief & Prevatt Realty, Inc.

(863) 763-2104 Se Habla Español

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

•CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES•

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069
Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

ACREAGE / LOTS: • 2.5 buildable acres in Sunset Strip Airpark in Lazy 7. $98,000 MLS# 202207 • Okeechobee Hammock 100 x 104
lot off of 15-A. $29,000 MLS# 200471  • Big "O" RV Park vacant lot or w/ travel trailer.  • Basswood buildable lots from $15K-$33,000  •
7 acres Hwy 68 $110,000 MLS# 93452 • Foreclosure  11+/- clear acres for $69,900 right off of Hwy 70 East. 

www.century21okeechobee.com
Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

1009-H: 3/2 home in
SE 6th Street with
attached garage and
pool. MLS# 202910

5007-H: 3/2 home
located in Basswood
Estates with new
Metal roof and rear
screened porch.
$89,900 MLS#
202443

5011-M: Mobile home
on 1+/- acre with 2
decks and shed.
Enough room for sum-
mer cook outs. Master
bedroom with double
sink. Call today to see!
MLS# 202809

5015-M: Big "O" RV
Park on HWY 78 West
RV on a nice lot with
easy Rim Canal access.
Furnished, ready for
occupancy. $39,500
MLS# 202126 

5024-M: Rucks Dairy
Road Double wide on
1+/- acre pole with barn,
shed, part fenced,
paved street....extra
room could easily be
made into a bedroom.
$89,000 MLS# 202873

5026-H: 3/2 CBS
home on 5+/-acres
with large barn. Needs
some TLC. $99,900
MLS# 202912

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

FF OO RR EE CC LL OO SS UU RR EE

2BR/2BA DWMH on
fenced manicured acre+.
Detached garage/work-
shop, new kitchen floor-
ing and like new furniture
and window treatments.
$85,000 Call Kathy
Godwin 863-634-7728New 

Listing!!

"A LITTLE SLICE OF COUNTRY"
Nice 2/2 DWMH with
large carport & shed.
Beautiful enclosed Sun
Room. Amenities, Club
House, Pool, free RV
storage. $89,000
Call Marcia Barber
863-634-1229

"ADULT LIVING AT IT'S BEST"

New 

Listing!!

Home was updated in
1981, tile flooring, tile
counter tops including an
eat-in bar in the kitchen.
Open tiled porch sur-
rounds the home.
Gazebo and new metal
roof after hurricanes.
#202455 $115,000

“3.2 ON 5 ACRES” “HONEY, STOP THE CAR”

Well maintained 2/2
CBS home in quiet
neighborhood. Open
concept living room,
dining and kitchen.
Enjoy your morning
coffee or tea on the
front screened porch.
#202948 $119,500
Call Kathy Godwin
863- 634-7728

New 

Listing!!

What a deal! 3/1 CBS
home on half an acre.
Home is being sold
AS IS and will need
repairs and updates,
has great potential.
Newer Roof #202957
$69,000 Call Debra
Pinson 863-801-9163

“A PLACE TO CALL HOME” “ON HALF ACRE”

A must see 3/2 in
Taylor Creek Isles. Has
metal roof, out building
and privacy fense. A
great place to call
home. #202960
$140,000 Call Max
Ayala 561-772-0518

Back on the

market

New 

Listing!

New 

Listing!!

LAZY 7 BANK APPROVED
SHORT SALE PRICE  

4bd/2ba on ½ acre  CBS 2000 
sq ft, tiled living area, Pretty Landscape.

$142,000 

Call Jeri Wilson 863-634-6056

1804 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
(863) 357-4622

Rentals 
King’s Bay

Town Home $650.00
Duplex $750.00

(863) 610-1980

The Law Office Of
Gerald Lefebvre

Personal Injury Trial Attorney

1910 S. Parrott Avenue •

www.accidentattorneyoffice.com
863-763-3333
Hablamos Español 

State and Nationally Board Certified
Civil Trial Lawyer Certified

Circuit Civil Mediator

• Voted a “Super Lawyer” by his
peers in 2007,  according to the
Florida Super Lawyers   Magazine

• Awarded an “AV” Peer Review
Rating by Martindale-Hubbell
(highest rating)
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The second Local Mitigation Strategy 
meeting will be held on Monday, July 20, in 
the Okeechobee County Planning and Zon-
ing conference room.

At this meeting the Local Mitigation 
Strategy Working Group will prioritize the 
new mitigation project proposal list. Items 

to be covered on the mitigation project pri-
ority list as follows:

• Stormwater improvement projects;
• New buildings, hardening buildings, 

roads, and other structural improvements; 
and,

• Okeechobee Utility Authority projects.

Mitigation Strategy meeting set

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Pete Quasias of the Audubon Society up-
dated the Galdes County Commission last 
week on discussions over the purchase of 
land near Lake Hicopochee in Glades County 
as part of the purchase of United States Sug-
ar. He urged Glades County to participate in 
meetings that discuss the Everglades, under 
the Water Resources Advisory Council of the 
South Florida Water Management District. 
By the end of this summer, the committee 
will present three plans for the lands around 
Lake Hicopochee to the Governing Board of 
the SFWMD.

Commissioner Paul Beck talked about 
recent developments with Curry Island in 
Lakeport. He noted the County lease will be 
extended in that area. Grants will be avail-
able through the state to provide infrastruc-
ture if boat docks, rest rooms, Indian huts, 
wildlife viewing areas, walkways, and hiking 
and biking paths are pursued by the County.

State Representative Denise Grimsley an-

nounced that the state will likely approve a 

grant within 30 days to build a new health 

department complex in Glades County. She 

thanked Congressman Tom Rooney and 

State Senator J.D. Alexander for their assis-

tance. The dollars will come from federal di-

saster funds set aside earlier this decade for 

hurricane relief, Ms. Grimsley stated.

In other business, the commission ap-

proved a small scale amendment to their 

comprehensive plan to change the future 

land use map on just under 20 acres at 9555 

Main Street in Palmdale from agriculture res-

idential to commercial. Bessie Enterprises of 

Punta Gorda would like to expand the Sabal 

Palms RV park by 71 RV sites and also build 

a bath house and activity center.

Commissioners will hold a budget work-

shop on Wednesday, July 22, at 9 a.m. They 

set their fi rst budget hearing for Monday, 

July 27, at 6 p.m.

Lake area land uses proposed
Big Lake Mission to sponsor 
school supply drive

Big Lake Mission Outreach is currently spon-

soring their annual school supplies drive for their 

needy families. Last year the Mission helped 135 

children with their list, but this year the need is 

even greater. They will be accepting donations 

up until school starts on Aug. 24. Most all school

supplies are needed (No Trapper Keepers). For a

complete list, check out the local stores or call the

schools. The mission will gladly accept checks

made out to the Mission and staff can do the shop-

ping. Please call 863-763-5725 or 863-697-6433 for

more information or drop off locations.

Community Brief



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Public Auction

Scott Oglesby, AARE
Licensed Real Estate Brokers
United Country
AB2577 / AU3313

239-765-7673
Call for flyer or view & bid online!
LabelleFarmAuction.com

66+/- Acres of Land

   Country living at its best! Built in 2006, this 4 bedroom, 3.5 
bath ranch home has 3000+/- sq ft.  Located on a picturesque 
13+/- acre private lake with stone waterfall on a 24 +/- acre 
parcel. Unlimited upgrades inside and out! Enjoy fishing, 
boating or just appreciate secluded panoramic vistas and 
wildlife.
   A unique investment opportunity to own this 66 +/- acre Palm tree 
farm ideally located in Labelle, Florida. (Glades County). This 
nursery contains a blended inventory of over 14,000 palm trees.  
This whole-sale inventory is valued in excess of $300,000.  
   Complete equipment auction will be conducted same day 
including, but not limited to: John Deere G, John Deere R Diesel 
1951, John Deere 4020 Diesel, John Deere Model H, John Deere 
D, John Deere B, John Deere, John Deere 5105 4wd, and so 
much more! 

2004 Crescent Ave. S.W. Labelle, Florida 33935
On-site Sunday, July 26th at 11am...Preview & Registration at 10am

Open Houses: Sunday, July 12th & 19th Noon-3pm
Out of the Tension Zone!

Suggested Opening Bid $150,000

Contents to sell at 11:30am

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Found

RETRIEVER MIX - lt. 
brown, fem., 1  yr. old, 
vic. of Seminole Cove 
Rd. (863)634-8877

Giveaway

KITTENS - Free to good 
home. (863)610-7824

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Auctions

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

BOOKKEEPER
ACCOUNTING

2yr degree preferred or 
adequate work experi-
ence. Please fax resume 
to 863-763-6337

Auctions

Employment
Full Time

SCHEDULER
For busy dental
offi ce. Seeking

mature, energetic,
multi-task person.
Bilingual language

& dental knowledge
a plus. Please

 fax resume to:
(863)763-9112

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Auctions

Employment
Full Time

VPK LEAD
 TEACHER

For Christian PreSchool. 
Must have a CDA or De-
gree in related fi eld. Call 
between 2pm and 5pm. 
(863)763-8800 or send 
resume to:

christianps@
embarqmail.com

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Auctions Employment
Part Time

Healthy Families
Okeechobee

FAMILY SUPPORT
WORKER 

Help families succeed! 
P/T Bilingual (Spanish/ 
English) position provid-
ing educational home 
visits to families with 
newborns in Okeechobee 
County. Comp pay.

Apply to: Helping People
Succeed, Inc.,

1100 S.E. Federal Hwy., 
Stuart or Fax resume 
(772)320-0180 or to
careers@hpsfl .org. 

DFW/EOE.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Excavation

CLEARING & HAULING
Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services...

by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

Handyman Services

DEE’S MINOR REPAIR
& Pressure Washing

Cool Sealing, Painting,
Carpentry & Much More!
No Job Too Big or Small. 

(863)467-2917
or (863)261-6425

License # 5698 & 1126

? NEED HELP ?
CALL GEORGE 

CARTER
Painting, Repairs, 

Carpentry
Power Washing

FREE CONSULTATION
(863)763-4775

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Guns/Supplies

CZ52 Auto Russian 
made lots of ammo$400/ 
S & W Revolver snub 
nose $400. 863-697-6095

*Wanted* Handguns  
All types.Cash.
863-697-6095

Tools

GENERATOR - Briggs & 
Stratton, never used, 
5500w, 10hp, $500. 
(863)357-0256

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Horses

MUSTANG MARE - 
Green Broke, $500 neg 
(863)634-4707 or 
(863)261-6781

Seeds/Plants/
Flowers

MESA PLANT WORLD 
Exotic Fruit Plants

US Hwy 27 Palmdale, FL
(863) 673-7280
Lic. # 48006674

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

BEAUTIFUL  SAMAN-
THA’S GARDEN APTS -  
In Town, 2br/2ba, W&D, 
$850 mo. + $500.  sec.  
(863)634-5780

OKEE - Huge, Clean, 
2br, 2ba $725 mo.   Call 
772-215-0098

OKEECHOBEE, In Town 
1BR, 1BA, $550 mo., 
1st & last mo. sec. No 
pets. (863)467-8705

SE OKEE- FOR RENT, 
1/1 Extra Lg LR, new kit 
& din. rm., pool table 
rm Fully furn, elec/cable 
included. W/D Hook up 
$500 mo 863-467-4449

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Published 3 weeks* in all of our Florida papers: Caloosa Belle, Clewiston News, Glades County Democrat, Immokalee Bulletin, Okeechobee News, and The Sun
* Ads will run in the Wednesday Okeechobee News and weekly publications.

TO PLACE YOUR AD GO TO:
WWW.NEWSZAP.COM

CLICK ON CLASSIFIEDS
For Legal Ads Email:

legalads@newszap.com

For All Other Classified Ads Email:
classads@newszap.com

OKEE

BUSINESS HOURS
� Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINES
� Wednesday 11 a.m. Tues. for Wed. publication
� Friday 11 a.m. Thurs. for Fri. publication 
� Sunday 10 a.m. Fri. for Sun. publication

• All personal items under $5,000
ABSOLUTELY FREE when placed online

• Ads phoned in subject to charge
• Price must be included in ad
• Private parties only
• 2 items per household per issue
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READING A
NEWSPAPER...

makes you a more
informed and

interesting person. 
No wonder readers 

are more successful!



NOTICE OF HEARING
Okeechobee County Code Enforcement

Special Magistrate

The Okeechobee County Special Magistrate will hold a public meeting on 
Tuesday, July 21, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. The public meeting will be held at the 
Okeechobee County Health Department Auditorium, located at 1728 N.W. 
9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida. For more information, contact Faye Huff-
man at the Planning and Development Department, 499 N.W. 5th Avenue, 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972, (863) 824-3015.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public 
meeting. Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Code Enforce-
ment Special Magistrate with respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made and that the record includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal will be based. Code Enforcement tapes are for the sole purpose 
of backup for offi cial records of the Department.

Faye Huffman, Secretary to the
Code Enforcement Special Magistrate
327300 ON 7/17,19/09

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED
ZONING RECLASSIFICATION

NOTICE: A PUBLIC HEARING will be held before the Okeechobee 
County Planning Board on Tuesday, July 28, 2009 at 7:00 pm in the 
Commission Meeting Room, Okeechobee County Health Department Audi-
torium, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida to consider a request 
for a change in zoning from the existing classifi cations of Commercial (C) 
and Residential Single Family (RSF) to the proposed classifi cation of Heavy 
Commercial (C-2). The property owner and applicant is Florida Community 
Health Center. The property address is 225 NW 20th Lane. The property is 
more particularly described as follows:

  LOTS 4, 5 AND 6, TOGETHER WITH LOTS 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 AND 26 OF BLOCK 26, “CONNORS HIGH-
LANDS” ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
1, PAGE 21 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORI-
DA, LESS THE FOLLOWING PORTION OF LOTS 4, 5 AND 6: BEGIN AT 
THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 4; THENCE SOUTH 00°08’58” 
EAST ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOTS 4, 5 AND 6 FOR 150.04 FEET TO 
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 6; THENCE SOUTH 89°43’50” 
WEST ON THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 6 FOR 10.35 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 00°08’04” WEST 150.03 FEET TO THE INTERSECTION WITH THE 
NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 4; THENCE NORTH 89°43’50” EAST ON SAID 
NORTH LINE 10.31 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

In the event that all items scheduled before the Board are not heard, the 
hearings shall be continued to Wednesday, July 29, 2009 at 7:00 pm in the 
Commission Meeting Room, Okeechobee County Courthouse, 304 NW 2”d 
Street, Okeechobee, Florida.

A SECOND PUBLIC HEARING to consider the request for a change in 
zoning will be held before the Board of County Commissioners on Thurs-
day, August 13, 2009 at 9:00 am in the Okeechobee County Health Depart-
ment Auditorium, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida.

ALL INTERESTED PARTIES SHALL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD 
AT THIS PUBLIC HEARING. Any person deciding to appeal any decision by 
the Board of County Commissioners or the Board of Adjustments and Ap-
peals with respect to any matter considered at these meetings or hearings 
will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made and 
that the record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal 
will be based. County Clerk and Planning and Development tapes are for 
the sole purpose of backup for offi cial records of the Clerk and of the Plan-
ning Department.

William D. Royce, Planning Director
Petition # R-2009-0684
326506 ON 7/10,19/09

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
 OF THE NINETEENTH

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO. 47-2009-CA-000098

CHASE HOME FINANCE LLC,
     Plaintiff,
VS.
BLUE BISHOP A/K/A
BLUE C. BISHOP, et al,
     Defendant(s). 

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO:       ASHLEY GARCIA
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
            2276 NW 6th ST 4
            Okeechobee, Fl 34972
CURRENT ADDRESS: UNKNOWN

TENANT #1
N/K/A CHARITY HOPE LEE
N/K/A CHARITY HOPE LEE
N/K/A CHARITY HOPE LEE
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
 2874 NW 35th Avenue
  Okeechobee, Fl 34972

CURRENT ADDRESS:
   2874 NW 35th Avenue
   Okeechobee, Fl 34972

TENANT #2
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
  2874 NW 35th Avenue
  Okeechobee, Fl 34972
CURRENT ADDRESS:
  2874 NW 35th Avenue
  Okeechobee, Fl 34972

ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES 
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, 
AND AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED 
INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT(S) WHO 
ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR 
ALIVE, WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN 
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST 
AS SPOUSE, HEIRS, DEVISEES,
GRANTEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
CURRENT ADDRESS:      UNKNOWN

   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
to foreclose a mortgage on the fol-
lowing property in OKEECHOBEE 
County, Florida:    
                  
   LOT 47, BLOCK 51, BASSWOOD 

UNIT 5, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 51, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORI-
DA

has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses within 30 days after 
the fi rst publication, if any, on Flori-
da Default Law Group, P.L., Plaintiffs 
attorney, whose address is 9119 
Corporate Lake Drive, Suite 300, 
Tampa, Florida 33634, and fi le the 
original with this Court either before 
service on Plaintiffs attorney or im-
mediately thereafter; otherwise a 
default will be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the Com-
plaint or petition.
  This notice shall be published once 
each week for two consecutive 
weeks in the Okeechobee News  (In-
dependent Newspapers). 
   WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court on this 20th day of May, 
2009.

Sharon Robertson
Clerk of the Court

By: Arlene Nealis
As Deputy Clerk

327663 ON 7/19,26/09

Saturday, July 25th

@ 10 a.m.
+/-

Total52
U.S. Hwy. 19, 

(Florida Georgia Pkwy) 
Monticello, FL

Jeff erson County

Certifi edRealEstateAuctions.com

Florida Land Auction

Call the Auctioneers 800-711-9175!

• Off ered High Bidders Choice
• Commercial and Residential Acreage
• Good Hunting Tract
• 8 Tracts Ranging from 5 to 10 Acres
• Two Miles South of I-10 exit 225
• Frontage on U.S. Hwy. 19, Attatulga & WPA Roads

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

NINETEENTH JUDICIAL
 CIRCUIT OF THE STATE OF

FLORIDA, IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO. 2009 CA 278

TAYLOR, BEAN & WHITAKER MORT-
GAGE CORP.,
     Plaintiff,
VS.
MATTHEW LEE; UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF MATTHEW LEE; BRANDON B. 
TANKERSLEY; UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF BRANDON B. TANKERSLEY; IF 
LIVING, INCLUDING ANY UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF SAID DEFENDANT(S), IF 
REMARRIED, AND IF DECEASED, 
THE RESPECTIVE UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 
CREDITORS, LIENORS, AND TRUS-
TEES, AND ALL OTHER PERSONS 
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER 
OR AGAINST THE NAMED DEFEN-
DANT(S); FLORIDA LIVING, LLC; 
WHETHER DISSOLVED OR PRES-
ENTLY EXISTING, TOGETHER WITH 
ANY GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 
CREDITORS, LIENORS, OR TRUS-
TEES OF SAID DEFENDANT(S) AND 
ALL OTHER PERSONS CLAIMING BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER, OR AGAINST 
DEFENDANT(S); UNKNOWN TENANT 
#1; UNKNOWN TENANT #2;
     Defendant(s).
 

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: BRANDON B. TANKERSLEY; IF 
LIVING, INCLUDING ANY UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF SAID DEFENDANT(S), IF 
REMARRIED, AND IF DECEASED, 
THE RESPECTIVE UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 
CREDITORS, LIENORS, AND TRUS-
TEES, AND ALL OTHER PERSONS 
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER 
OR AGAINST THE NAMED DEFEN-
DANT(S);
   Whose residence are/is unknown.
 
   YOU ARE HEREBY required to fi le 
your answer or written defenses, if 
any, in the above proceeding with 
the Clerk of this Court, and to serve 
a copy thereof upon the plaintiff’s 
attorney, Law Offi ces of Daniel C. 
Consuegra, 9204 King Palm Drive, 
Tampa, FL 33619-1328, telephone 
(813) 915-8660, facsimile 
(813) 915-0559, within thirty days of 
the fi rst publication of this Notice, 
the nature of this proceeding being a 
suit for foreclosure of mortgage 
against the following described prop-
erty, to wit:
   LOT I OF TRACT 14 OF THE 

EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF 
THE NORTH 1/2 OF THE 
SOUTH 1/2 OF TRACT 14, SEC-
TION 36, TOWNSHIP 34 
SOUTH, RANGE 33 EAST AND 
LOT J, TRACT 14 OF THE WEST 
1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE 
NORTH 1/2 OF THE SOUTH 
1/2 OF TRACT 14, SECTION 
36, TOWNSHIP 34 SOUTH, 
RANGE 33 EAST, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4, 
PAGES 3A THROUGH 3D, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORI-
DA.

    A/K/A
   14830 NW 250TH STREET AND 

14882 NW 250TH STREET 
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972

   If you fail to fi le your answer or 
written defenses in the above pro-
ceeding, on plaintiff’s attorney, a de-
fault will be entered against you for 
the relief demanded in the Complaint 
or Petition.
   DATED at OKEECHOBEE County 
this  8th day of July, 2009.

SHARON ROBERTSON
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: Arlene Nealis 
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE
NOTICE REGARDING THE 
AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans 
With Disabilities Act, persons 
needing a special accommoda-
tion to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later than 
seven days prior to the proceed-
ing at 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 
34986, (772) 807-4370 within 
two working days of your re-
ceipt of this notice: IF YOU ARE 
HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1 800 955-8771; IF YOU ARE 
VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1 800 955-8770.
327023 ON 7/12,19/09

Public NoticeApartments

STUDIO APT $550 mo., 
1st, last & sec. All utils 
including cable & inter-
net. 863-801-4949

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

KINGS BAY Nice Twnhs. 
2/1, New fl r tile. Inclds 
Water, Elec. $800 mo. 
+ sec.  863-697-6428

Oak Lake Villa #53- 2/2 
furn.,  TV, W/D, Linens, 
etc. Immaculate,  $950  
+ Dep (863)634-3313

OAKLAKE VILLA 17 - 
Good cond., $800/mo. 
1st, last & $500 sec. Call 
863-467-5965

Houses - Rent

2 BR/1B w/large den; 
fenced yard w/shed. 

Near Taylor Creek Bridge. 
$700 863-763-8848

ACRES - 4.4 w/3BR, 2BA 
in Equestrian neighbor-
hood. W&D, Barn, 
Fenced, Private. Pets 
okay. Jacuzzi. $800 mo. 
F/L/S (863)467-6472

BASSWOOD, 3/2 new 
home, fenced yard. 
$1100/mth, 1st, last & 
sec. (863)634-2043.

BHR - 3BR, 1½BA, Fur-
nished, new appl. W/D, 
on water, cable and 
yard maint. incl. $900 
F/L/S. (561)262-5206

FOR RENT: 3/2 House, 
2 car garage, C/Air & 
Heat, W&D Hook Up in 
garage. On Eagle Bay 
Dr., Call (863)634-9330 
or (863)467-2541

IN TOWN - 2BR, 2BA, 
W&D, porch, lawn serv. 
small pet ok, Non-smk. 
env., $800 mo. + $500 
sec. 941-504-3954

IN TOWN - 3BR/2BA, 
laundry rm., porch, gar-
age, lawn svc., non-
smkg. env., small pet 
OK. $1,000 mo. + $800 
sec.  (941) 504-3954

LEAVE THE CITY - Live 
in the country! 3/2 
Share 20 acres. Horses 
welcome! Call Buzz 
(772)201-8230

New, Large 1/1 CBS in 
town, $595, FLS, appl’s, 
lease, plus utilities. 
(863)801-3081

OKEE - 3BR, 2BA, Newly 
remodeled. All appl. NO 
PETS.  2272 NW 4th St. 
$850 mo. + $600 sec. 
dep. 863-610-0001

OKEECHOBEE - 4br, 
2ba, great neighborhood, 
tile throughout, $1000 & 
up/mo, 1st & sec move in 
(561)248-3888 or 
(863)599-0156

RIVER ACRES - Cozy 
cottage 1/1, on the wa-
ter. Furn. w/Dock, 
utils., Satellite, clean. 
$700/mo 863-467-1950

Land - Sale

Houses - Rent

VIKING - 3/2 house, 
barn, fence, 1.25 acres.  
Call (561)718-1212 or 
863-763-3631

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

CBS - 4/2 + effi ciency, 
completely remodeled, 
in ground pool, fenced, 
metal roof, .48 acres, 
2,000 + s.f., $149,900 
(561)801-3002

OKEECHOBEE - 3/1, 
CBS w/metal roof, com-
pletely remodeled. Hwy 
70 East. $79,000. Call 
Brandi at (863)634-3407 
Okeechobee Real Estate 
Co.

Pioneer Estates 3/1 
CBS, 1/2 acre, needs 

work, newer roof,
$69,000. Debra Pinson, 

Preferred Properties 
863-801-9163.

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Land - Sale

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

BHR - RVs for Rent, 
starting $300-$500 & 
1BR/1BA Cabin, 55+ 
park, seasonal or yearly. 
(863)763-7164

BIG O - Adult, gated 
community, Park Model, 
1BR, 1BA, Large porch. 
free YIFI. Heated pool, 
club house. No pets. 
$550 mo. 561-568-7767 
or 561-253-4299

FOR RENT: 2/1 apart-
ment. Best value in town! 
Unit newly remodeled. 
Located 12 miles north of 
Okeechobee on Eques-
trian Ranch. Monthly wa-
ter, trash & lawn 
maintenance included. 
No Pets! $475 - Move in 
special. M-F 
(863)467-2982

NICE 1 BR, 1 BA, Glass 
enclosed porch, All util. 
paid except elec. $325 
mo.  812-989-3022

Shop from a gift catalog
that’s updated regulaly:
the classifieds.

Mobile Home
Rent

OKEECHOBEE - 2br, 
1ba with large back  
porch & front porch on 
large scenic, wooded, 
fenced lot. $700 mo. Also 
a 1 br, 1ba $500 mo. Call 
863-634-3451

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

OKEECHOBEE - 2/2, 
$700/mo or purchase 
$40,000, nice, clean 
(772)597-2098

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Boats

PONTOON TRAILER  
2005 - NEW COST 3600 
USED ONCE,2 AXELS 
$2400. (863)824-0801 

Campers/RVs

BOUNDER, ‘87 - 34’, 
needs work, best offer. 
(863)697-3132 after 
5pm

Motorcycles

SUZUKI 650CC 1999 - 
w i n d s h i e l d , n e w 
seat.must sell asking 
$1800. (863)824-0801 

Sports Vehicles/
ATVs

PACE ARROW MOTOR 
HOME, ‘85 - 36’, set up 
in RV park @ $250 mo., 
country setting, $7500. 
(863)254-3552

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

4 Cientra Plus White 
wall tires - 225/75/15 
5000 miles $60 for all.  

863-763-7470

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

Public Notice Public Notice
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Pop Warner President James Shockley 
announced a partnership with Xplosion 
cheerleading for the 2009 fall football sea-
son.

Victoria Osteen and Paige Cloud will be 
cheer coordinators for Pop Warner.

Xplosion is the only competitive cheer-
leading tumbling gym in Okeechobee. They 
are nationally ranked. All of their coaches 
are certifi ed. They have an indoor facility for 
practices.

It is the fi rst time Okeechobee has had 
football cheerleaders that are able to prac-
tice in a gym.

“I think it’s great and hopefully it will 
strengthen our cheerleading in Pop War-
ner,” Shockley said, “Her mom has worked 

with Lake Placid Pop Warner in the Peace 
River Conference for years.”

Osteen said she thinks it will be wonder-
ful for her organization. “It’s a way to give 
back to the community, train them the way 
they’re supposed to be, it’s great.”

Boys and girls ages 5-15 can sign up to 
be cheerleaders. Anyone interested can 
stop by the new Xplosion gym at 3125 SW 
3rd Terrace. The phone number is 863-441-
3826.

Signup forms will be available. Osteen 
said she expects a good response. “It’s a 
great way for the kids to get involved and 
not spend big bucks.”

The cost is $75 for cheerleading.
Signups also continue for football play-

ers. Practices begin on August 1. Anyone in-
terested in signing up for football can con-
tact James Shockley at 863-634-3482. Late 
signups will be accepted until August 1.

The Pop Warner also plans to hold the 
Treasure Coast Conference jamboree in 
Okeechobee which includes 140 football 
teams and 130 cheerleading teams. It is 
held at the Okeechobee soccer fi elds on 
August 29 and 30.

“It will be two days of daylight to dark 
football,” Shockley noted.

He said there will be a huge economic 
impact for local businesses.

A fund raiser golf tournament for Pop 
Warner will be held on August 1 at the 
Okeechobee Golf and Country Club.

Pop Warner begins their fi fth year this 
fall. They have a number of championships 
and teams that qualifi ed for the post season 
over the years. “I’m pleased that we can 
add Xplosion to our team.”

He noted it should better prepare young 
people to be ready for high school.

Xplosion all stars offers year round com-
petitive cheer leading programs. Osteen 
noted she is volunteering her coaching ser-
vices to help the community.

She noted the partnership might also 

help get more girls and boys interested in 

competitive cheerleading in Okeechobee.

Pop Warner Xplosion cheerleading sign-

ups continue until August 15 at Xplosion at 

3125 SW 3rd Terrace. Children ages 5-15 

can participate. They must bring a copy of

their report card, wallet size picture, and

birth certifi cate to sign up. For more infor-

mation call 863-441-3826 or 863-634-3482.

The cost is for football players and cheer-

leaders is $75 apiece.

“Our Focus Is To Make You Comfortable”

NEW
Federal

Stimulus
Package**

Will pay up to 30% of the

Purchase 
Price

Serving the entire lake area for 25 years

St. Lic. CACO29420 467-1545

SAVE up to $4,430
• Factory Rebates up 

to $1,000 or 

• 12/16 months same 

as cash available

• FPL Rebates up to  

$1,930*
•10 years parts & 

compressor warranty 

included

*Based on capacity & efficiency ratings. 
**Tax Credit up to $1,500.

FREE Estimates
Sales • Service • Installation

763-5586
800-430-0117

3079 8th St., Okeechobee
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Xplosion cheerleading to join with Pop Warner football

Charles Murphy/Okeechobee News
Pop Warner President James Shock-
ley (right) has announced a partner-
ship with Xplosion Cheerleading for 
the 2009 fall football season. Victoria 
Osteen (left) will be a cheer coordina-
tor for Pop Warner.
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