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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Detective Sergeant Brad Stark 
is looking for some help.

So, he got a handful of people 
together Tuesday to offer sugges-
tions and discuss ideas of how 
to stem the growth of gangs in 
Okeechobee County.

“I’m looking for volunteers 
to step in and start helping,” the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce (OCSO) detective told the 
diverse group. “We have a gang 
problem—not just in Okeecho-
bee County but in the state.”

Sgt. Stark heads up the OCSO 
gang and street crimes unit and 
is now trying to fi nd members of 
the community to not only help 
combat gangs locally, but to help 
compile a report for the state At-
torney General’s Offi ce.

Sgt. Stark said Attorney Gen-
eral Bill McCollum established 
a Gang Reduction Strategy Task 

Force on Nov. 14, 2008. That task 
force is made up of people from 
every county in Florida who have 
formed boards. Those groups 
and boards then meet and estab-
lish guidelines and programs in 
their community to reduce gang 
activity.

The April 28 meeting was the 
local group’s inaugural meeting.

Each county’s board consists 
of fi ve categories—education, 
criminal justice, business rela-
tions, prevention and interven-
tion, rehabilitation and re-entry.

“Right now, we have eight vol-
unteers on the board and we’re 
hoping to expand that by getting 
the word out,” Sgt. Stark said.

The board currently consists 
of: chair - Sgt. Stark; education 
committee - Assistant Superinten-
dent of Schools Ken Kenworthy 
and Mike Radebaugh, from the 
school district’s Career Services 

Detective seeks help in combating gangs

Okeechobee News/Eric Kopp
Detective Sergeant Brad Stark, from the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, spoke to a group of volunteers who gathered 
Tuesday, April 28, to discuss ideas and strategies for dealing 
with local gangs and ways to curb the recruitment of young-
sters into these gangs.See GANGS — Page 2

County commission 
takes no action on 
proposed employee 
furloughs; another 
meeting set for May 7

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

County employees will now 
have to wait another week to fi nd 
out if they will be facing a fi ve day 
furlough.

After a lengthy discussion at 
their meeting on Thursday, April 
30, Okeechobee County Commis-
sioners took no action on county 

administrator Lyndon Bonner’s 
proposal that county employees 
be given a fi ve day furlough as 
a means to help overcome the 
county’s budget shortfall. He had 
proposed that on fi ve separate 
dates all county employees be giv-
en the day off without pay. They 
would still receive health benefi ts, 
but the county would not pay re-
tirement for that day.

The county is currently facing a 
budget shortfall of over $2 million 
and Mr. Bonner said it was grow-
ing “by leaps and bounds.” Dep-
uty County Administrator Robbie 
Chartier, who is in charge of he 
fi nance department stated that all 
signifi cant sources of revenue are 
down. 

“We are not living within our 
current revenues now,” Mrs. 
Chartier said. ”We are using re-
serves.”

“It is not a fi x all,” said Mr. Bon-
ner. “This is a temporary fi x.” 

He called it a tool to help bal-
ance the budget.

“Give us some more tools,” 
asked commissioner Clif Betts. 
“Give us some options.”

The board had already sched-
uled a special meeting scheduled 
for next Thursday to discuss land 
development regulations. Mr. Bon-
ner said he would meet with the 
constitutional offi cers on Monday 
and then present other options to 
the board on Thursday. 

Mr. Bonner said he had already
met once with the constitutional
offi cers -- the sheriff, the supervi-
sor of elections, the property ap-
praiser, the tax collector and the
clerk of the courts -- about the fur-
lough idea. 

The sheriff was the only consti-
tutional offi cer present when the
matter was discussed and he said
he did not agree with the plan. 

“I don’t know how you can cut
deputies off the road,” Sheriff Paul
May said 

“This is a blueprint for fail-
ure and a recipe for disaster,” he
said. “If I was a crook and knew
Okeechobee County would fur-

Budget debate brings no results

See COUNTY — Page 2



department; criminal justice - Assistant State 
Attorney Ashley Albright and Michele Bell, 
from the OCSO Criminal Investigations Di-
vision - Sex Crimes Unit; business relations 
- Steve Geary, from Shoreline Seawall Alumi-
num; prevention/intervention - Cherie Surls, 
from the Department of Juvenile Justice; 
and, rehabilitation/re-entry - Sam Vuleta, 
from Shoreline Seawall Aluminum.

Sgt. Stark said the group will be meeting 
quarterly to develop different strategies.

“We’ll send a report to the attorney gen-
eral who will review the information for pos-
sible funding for the community,” said Sgt. 
Stark. “We’ll tell them what we’re doing and 
what the government can do to help.”

The OCSO detective told the group that 
he has documented 12 criminal street gangs 
in Okeechobee County with over 200 mem-
bers and associates. Local gang members 
range in age from babies to grandfathers, he 
said.

He went on to say most local gang mem-
bers are 18 to 30 years old, but that his unit 
mainly targets members between the ages 
of 14 and 23.

“You’ve got to target them early,” he told 
everyone.

While a number of ideas were discussed, 
Sgt. Stark pointed out that sports and athletic 
groups are usually of little interest to gang 
members.

“These gang bangers are not sports ori-
ented,” he said. “These types of kids are into 
car clubs. Car clubs are big right now and 
that’s what’s attracting them.”

The detective told the group there are cur-
rently 11 car clubs in Okeechobee County.

A big problem in the battle against gangs 
is money, said Sgt. Stark.

“We need money to combat gangs,” 
he said. “Because of budget restraints in 
the state, everyone is having funding prob-
lems.”

He went on to say that reports generated 
by the local task force will help the state At-
torney General’s offi ce develop funding for 
later projects.

One local project, added Sgt. Stark, is the 

annual motorcycle rally and car show held 
in the fall. The two-day event raises aware-
ness and money to help combat the recruit-
ing of youngsters into gangs.

Proceeds from the event funds scholar-
ships to graduating seniors from Okeecho-
bee High School, helps fund the Community 
Gang Graffi ti Eradication Program and helps 
fund a statewide gang-free program. A por-
tion of the proceeds also goes to the Florida 
Gang Investigators Association (FGIA) to 
help with that group’s programs.
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The Florida Lottery: Numbers selected Wednesday in the Florida Lottery are: Cash 3: 
1-4-2; Play 4: 8-4-2-2; Fantasy 5: 6-8-10-19-22; Lotto: 1-3-9-11-22-26; Powerball: 6-19-36-
50-59 PB13 x5. Numbers selected Thursday are Cash 3: 0-6-6; Play 4: 0-1-4-9.

Lottery

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 87. East southeast wind between 10 and 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 62. East southeast wind between 5 and 
10 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 88. Calm wind becoming east between 5 and 

10 mph. 
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 62. Southeast wind between 5 and 

10 mph. 
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 88. Calm wind becoming southeast between 

5 and 10 mph. 
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 66. East southeast wind between 5 

and 10 mph. 

Okeechobee Forecast

lough deputies, I would go there at 3 a.m.”  
“I think a furlough is a band-aid,” was the 

opinion of commissioner Ray Domer. “You 
are going to have to reduce staff overall or 
you are going to have to reduce wages.”

“I would prefer a cross-the-board pay cut 
that starts with me,” said the sheriff, “That’s 
the fair way.” 

Commissioner Joey Hoover suggested 
that different departments might have to 
deal with the shortfall in different ways. He 
suggested that some departments might 
want to work seven hours day or work four 
10 hour days.

Commissioner Betts agreed. 
“It is not one size fi ts all,” he said.
The commission will meet at 9 a.m. 

Thursday, May 7 in the Health Department 
Aduitorium.

BUDGET
Continued From Page 1

Economic 
development 
sought
Mark Smith (right), presi-
dent of Seacoast National 
Bank and Economic Re-
structuring Director for 
Okeechobee Main Street 
was the guest speaker at 
the April 28 meeting of the 
Okeechobee Rotary Club. 
Mr. Smith said they hope 
to hire a full time profes-
sional economic develop-
ment director with fund-
ing from the city, county 
and private donations. 
He said it is important to 
attract new industry that 
is a good fi t for the local 
community. At left is John 
Macchia.Okeechobee News/Linda Bridges



Locals Invited to Join

4276 S. Hwy 441
OKEECHOBEE 
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An argument ended with an Okeecho-
bee man being arrested after a gun was 
reportedly fi red.

James Mark Branham, 39, N.E. 342nd 
Trail, was arrested April 28 on a felony 
charge of aggravated assault with a fi rearm. 
His bond was set at $2,500.

An arrest report by Deputy Michael Ha-
zellief, from the Okeechobee County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), said Branham became 
involved in an argument with a couple who 
had lived at the aforementioned address 

but had moved out. The report states the 
couple returned to the address to get some 
of their property when 
Branham saw the couple 
looking through his wife’s 
vehicle, the report contin-
ued.

The three began to ar-
gue and, according to the 
report, Branham repeat-
edly told the couple to 
leave but they wouldn’t.

At some point Branham 
left the couple, went into 
the residence and returned with a hand-

gun, stated the deputy’s report. He then al-
legedly fi red one shot into the ground and 
again told the couple to leave, which they 
did.

Deputy Hazellief went on to state that 
he recovered a .22 caliber shell casing on 
the ground, near the back porch of the resi-
dence.

According to the arrest report, Branham 
gave the deputy a High Standard .22 mag-
num two-shot derringer.

Deputy Hazellief went on to state in 
his report that the couple were trespassed 
from the property.

Argument leads to gunfi re, arrest

James Mark
Branham

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Four men were eventually arrested fol-
lowing a fi ght at a local bar that involved se-
curity guards and police offi cers who were 
trying to quell the affray.

Arrested were: Adrian Orduna, 23, Eddie 
Orduna, 20, Miguel Ordu-
na, 20, and Juan Hernan-
dez-Garcia, 32, N.W. Sixth 
St., Okeechobee.

Adrian Orduna was ar-
rested on misdemeanor 
charges of battery and re-
sisting a law enforcement 
offi cer without violence. 
He was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail 
under a bond of $1,000. 
Eddie Orduna was arrested 
on a charge of battery, and his bond was set 
at $500. Miguel Orduna was charged with 
battery and disorderly intoxication. His bond 
was set at $1,000.

Hernandez-Garcia was arrested on felony 

charges of battery on a law enforcement of-
fi cer and resisting a law 
enforcement offi cer with 
violence. His bond was set 
at $5,000.

According to arrest re-
ports from the Okeecho-
bee City Police Department 
(OCPD), Offi cer Jack Boon 
was sent to the El Amigo 
del Todos bar, S.W. Sec-
ond St., due to a fi ght in 
progress. Upon his arrival 
he saw security personnel 
trying to keep some men 
from re-entering the bar.

Offi cer Boon said Eddie 
Orduna and two other men 
were causing problems in-
side the bar and when the se-
curity offi cer, Lucas Marguez, 
confronted them the men 
pushed him into a wall and 
began hitting him. The other 
two men were later identifi ed 
as Adrian Orduna and Miguel Orduna.

Mr. Marguez was also bitten on the left 
side of his face by Adrian 
Orduna, stated arrest re-
ports.

Offi cer Boon’s report 
states that he was forced 
to use his taser on Adrian 
Orduna, and that when he 
did this Hernandez-Garcia 
jumped on the offi cer’s 
back.

OCPD Sergeant Victo-
ria Williams stated in her 
report that while Offi cer 
Boon was trying to remove Hernandez-
Garcia, Miguel Orduna then began to move 
toward Offi cer Boon’s back. But, he was 
pulled away and later arrested by Sgt. Wil-
liams.

Another arrest report by Offi cer Ryan 
Holroyd states that once Offi cer Boon was 
able to get his assailant off his back the man 
left the scene, but was then returned by Jose 
Chaparro, another security guard at the bar.

None of the reports indicate if any of the 
offi cers were injured in the melee.

Four arrested in fi ght at local bar

Adrian 
Orduna

Eddie Orduna

Miguel 
Orduna

Juan 
Hernadez - 
Garcia

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man was sentenced to a 
prison term of 18 months after he was adju-
dicated guilty on a charge of possession of 
cocaine.

Circuit Court Judge Lawrence Mirman 
on Monday, April 13, also ordered Tomas 
Rivera, 38, to pay $1,230 in court costs and 
fees. The judge added that Rivera’s driver’s 

license will be suspended for two years.
Rivera, N.E. 64th Drive, was credited with 

having served one day in jail.
An arrest report by Sergeant Russ Cale, 

of the Okeechobee City Police Department 
(OCPD), states that Rivera was arrested Dec. 
13, 2008. Sgt. Cale’s report indicates that he 
saw a security offi cer at El Amigo de Todos, 
S.W. Second St., chase Rivera through the 
bar and out the front door.

Once outside the bar, Sgt. Cale said he 
saw Rivera throw something to the ground.

After Rivera was taken into custody, the 
sergeant retrieved the plastic baggie thrown 
down by Rivera. Inside the bag was a white 
powdery substance, stated the report. When 
fi eld tested, the substance indicated a posi-
tive result for the presence of cocaine.

Sgt. Cale’s report stated that the suspect-
ed cocaine weighed 1.95 grams.

Okeechobee man gets 18-month prison term

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man died at a West Palm 
Beach hospital as a result of a two-vehicle 
accident on U.S. 441 S.E. Wednesday, states 
a Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) report.

The FHP report states that Michael 
George Hovell, 46, died April 29 at St. Mary’s 
Hospital.

FHP Corporal Robert G. Leatherow stated 
in his report that Jose Omar Cerna, 58, Belle 

Glade, was making a left turn from County 
Road 15-B onto U.S. 441 S.E. around 6:11 
p.m. but apparently did not see Mr. Hovell.

As Mr. Cerna was turning his 1997 Mack 
tractor-trailer onto the two-lane highway Mr. 
Hovell steered to the right trying to avoid 
a collision, but was unable to do so. The 
front end of Mr. Hovell’s 1997 Chevrolet van 
struck the trailer’s left side, the trooper’s re-
port stated.

The Okeechobee man, stated Cpl. Leathe-

row, was then pinned inside his half-ton van. 
After he was freed from the van, he was 
transported to St. Mary’s Hospital where he 
later died.

Cpl. Leatherow said Mr. Cerna was not 
injured.

According to the report Mr. Cerna was 
wearing his seat belt, but Mr. Hovell was 
not.

The trooper’s report states the accident is 
still under investigation.

U.S. 441 crash claims man’s life



Summer programs
• I see ads for the summer camps and 

programs in the paper. I want to warn the 
parents, don’t put off making plans. The 
spaces in these camps go fast. If you delay 
signing up, you will wind up on the waiting 
list.

Skunk Ape
• I am not sure if there was a Skunk Ape 

around on the weekend, but there certainly 
was a strong odor around the road near 
Popash Slough. Maybe the Skunk Ape hasn’t 
abandoned us. Keep watching when you go 
over that bridge on State Road 70 near 67th 
Drive.

Things I have learned growing 
up around the lake ...

• Possums sleep in the middle of the 
road with their feet in the air. There are 
5,000 types of snakes on earth and 4,998 
live in The South. There are 10,000 types of 
spiders. All 10,000 live in The South, plus a 
couple no one’s seen before. If it grows, it 
sticks; if it crawls, it bites.. People actually 
grow and eat okra. Iced tea is appropriate 
for all meals and you start drinking it when 
you’re two. We do like a little tea with our 
sugar! Backwards and forwards means ‘I 
know everything about you.’ You don’t have 
to wear a watch because it doesn’t matter 
what time it is. You work until you’re done 
or it’s too dark to see.

• Lately I think people don’t wear a watch 
because everyone uses their telephone to 
tell time. Ask what time it is and see how 
many people fl ip their cell phone open.

County budget
• If the county needs to save money, I 

think they need to cut some of those big ad-
ministrative salaries they pay out. We don’t 
need so many bosses on the payroll.

Recycling
• If the county wants to help the country 

save money, they should make it easier to 
recycle. Why can’t they put some recycling 
bins around town? The way it is now, you 
have to drive so far to turn in recyclables that 
it costs too much in gas to do it. If you can’t 
give us curbside recycling, at least give us 
recycling bins at each of the shopping cen-
ters.

The ‘c’ word
• With the high costs of just about every-

thing, maybe now is the time to consolidate 
the city and county governments into one 
municipal government. Do we really need 
both a police department and a sheriff ’s 
offi ce? Do we really need two fi re depart-
ments? Wouldn’t it make more sense to 
consolidate these?

Boating safety
• In regard to the story about the boaters 

who thought they were near Taylor Creek 
and they found them on the rocks near Pa-
hokee, it sounds like they really need to in-
vest in a GPS before venturing back out on 
the lake. I have heard of people getting lost 
or confused, but that is the other side of a 
very big lake. 

• I know the sheriff ’s department is low 
on funds, but I still think their search and res-
cue folks should have an airboat. The lake 
gets low and the boaters get stuck in areas 
that the rescue teams can’t reach without an 
airboat. Maybe someone could donate one 
as a tax deduction. I know boaters should 
be more careful, but it still seems like any 
department that does rescues on the lake 
should have an airboat.

Sex offenders
• Parents of teenage boys should sit them 

down and explain the law to them. If they are 
18 and are caught with a girl who is younger, 
they can wind up in jail and facing a sex of-
fender label the rest of their lives. It’s the law 
and some girls’ parents will make sure it 
is enforced. Leave the ‘jail bait’ alone. And 
men age 21 and over especially need to keep 
away from girls who are under the age of 18 
as they can wind up being labeled a sexual 
predator. Some girls look and act older than 
they are. Make sure you know exactly how 
old they are before asking for a date.

A fi libuster proof majority
• You have to go all the way back to 1937 

to fi nd the last American President who 
enjoyed what was, in practice, a fi libuster-
proof majority in the Senate, according to 
Senate Associate Historian Donald Ritchie.  
With Arlen Specter’s switch (and assuming, 
that Al Franken ever gets sworn in), Barack 
Obama has the Magic 60 Votes -- and an op-
portunity that his predecessors would great-
ly have envied. 

• Sen. Specter saw the “writing on the 
wall,” as far as his chance in the upcoming 
primary. And -- since he wanted to keep his 
“day job” --  he moved to the Democrats. My 
guess is he thinks that he can “walk away” 
with that Primary.

• Sen. Lieberman left the Democrats for 
the same reason Specter left the Republicans, 
and when Lieberman did it the conserva-
tives could 
not sing 
his praises 
enough for 
“standing 
up for his 
principles” 
and reject-
ing the 
Democrat-
ic Party. In 
reality he was merely trying to avoid defeat 
in the primary because of his stand on the 
Iraq War.

• Sen. Lieberman did indeed “switch”, 
but he did it after his primary AND he ran 
against his opponents and won in the elec-
tion, voted in by his Constituents. Sen. 
Specter “switched” in midstream, basically 
thumbing his nose at the voters who voted 
him in as a Republican.

• Arlen Specter has always been his own 
man. Just one day after his switch, he voted 
against Obama’s budget.

• I personally have no problem if a poli-
tician switches parties. My problem is with 
the hypocrisy of those who complain about 
the other side doing it. The voters elected the 
politician based on his platform. One’s plat-
form does not suddenly change overnight.  
For example, Specter will likely vote accord-
ing to his moderate political philosophy just 
as he has always done. He was willing to 
vote with Democrats on the stimulus bill and 
on other issues.  He has voted with Repub-
licans on a variety of issues as well. You can 
change his label, but he’s still the same.

No fi reworks this year
• It’s a shame that we can’t afford a 

community fi reworks show this year, but I 
suspect that will happen in a lot of places. 
We can celebrate the Fourth of July with old 
fashioned picnics and spending time with 
family. And if you really want to see fi re-
works, get a group together and carpool out 
to Brighton Reservation.

• No fi reworks? What a way to celebrate 
this nation’s independence day.

Shop at home
• I want to encourage everyone to try 

to shop at home and use local businesses 
when they can. We are seeing a lot of busi-
nesses closing. When that happens it hurts 
the local tax base and puts local folks out of 
work. You can help by showing some loy-
alty to your community and shopping locally 
when you can. We are in this together. We
need to help each other.

Swine fl u
• There are a few things you can do

to help prevent infection, or the spread of
swine fl u. Wash your hands often with soap
and water. Don’t touch your face -- eyes,
nose, mouth, ears. Get enough sleep, eat
healthy, exercise and drink plenty of fl uids.
Avoid close contact with people who are 
sick.

• I saw on the news that it is being dis-
cussed whether they should close the bor-
ders and restrict travel to Mexico in order to 
control the spread of Swine Flu. I can under-
stand people probably don’t want to travel 
there right now and it is not hard to change 
vacation plans. But how are they going to 
stop the illegals sneaking over the border?

• From what I have read, the concern 
about the Swine Flu is that it is not just those 
already at high risk are in danger. With nor-
mal fl u, you really only have to worry about  
it being serious for the elderly and the very 
young. But with this fl u, otherwise healthy 
adults have died. I think we need to take the 
threat seriously and take every precaution 
we can to keep the disease from spreading.

• If you don’t think fl u can be fatal, look 
back at the history of this country. In the 
1800s, thousands of people died in infl uenza 
epidemics. Flu can lead to very serious com-
plications.

• Want to avoid the fl u? Go wash your 
hands. Wash at least fi ve times a day. Also, 
always wash before touching food.
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Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!
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Softball Tournament
On April 11, the second annual Okeecho-

bee Firefi ghters and Paramedics Softball 
Tournament was hosted at the Okeecho-
bee Softball Fields. It was a success and we 
cannot thank everyone enough. We look 
forward to another great year in 2010 and 
would like to take this time to recognize 
the sponsors and teams that contributed in 
making this fundraiser a reality.

Sponsors for the tournament are as fol-
lows: Commercial Communications by 

Sprint, Seacoast Bank (North Branch), Bill’s 
Mini Mart, Maximum Tanning, Winn Dixie, 
Allied Welding and Maintenance, Allied Piv-
ot Sales, Merita Bread Store, Quality Tee’s, 
and Cupcake Cuties.

We would also like to thank the following 
teams: CIS-PAL, Jwayco Crew, First Bank, 
and Hayes Cabinets for their participation. 
Thank you to Photography by Bobbi and ev-
eryone who took time out of their Saturday 
to volunteer.

Last but not least, Jill Rogers, thank you 

for all of your time and effort again this year. 
You have been a great help and we owe you 
big time. We hope everyone had a great ex-
perience and will join us again next year.

Christopher Douglas
Firefi ghter-Paramedic OCFR

Tax cap proposed
As a Florida Taxpayer, I am unhappy 

that the Senate is refusing to place the 1.35 
percent property tax cap (SB 0738) on the 
Ballot in 2009. Your vote could help us to 
choose to cut our property taxes 20 percent 
and restore our Florida economy.

Please insist that Senate President Jeff At-
water move this to the senate fl oor for a vote 
this week!

Sincerely,
Donn Wonderling
Okeechobee

Raulerson Hospital 
staff appreciated

I would like to commend Raulerson Hos-
pital for the recent stay I had this month. I 
have been in hospitals from the East Coast, 
West Coast and South. I would not go to any 
other hospital.

I have a medical condition which re-
quires hospitalization. I have had this condi-
tion since 1989.

The staff at Raulerson, from the CEO to all 
the departments was truly concerned with 
me. They kept me calm, stress free and took 
great care of me and my medical needs.

I have heard others comment unfavor-
ably towards Raulerson. My only comment 
would be, then that patients need to look 
closer at them. Were they being ugly, impa-
tient or possibly they think they know more 
than the medical staff? (Sometimes a little 
knowledge is dangerous.)

The doctors and nursing staff are very 
knowledgeable and the patients should real-
ize they are there to help and get you better 
so you can go back home where it is com-
fortable.

Raulerson gives each patient a handbook 
upon arrival. I read the entire book and this 
handbook covers just about anything you 
would want to know. I’m sure a lot of pa-
tients probably just put it in the drawer. This 
book is informative and Raulerson has made 
this for each and every person admitted.

Again, as stated, I would not go to any 
other hospital but, Raulerson.

Respectfully,
Deloris Ann Bourn

Letters to the Editor

FRIDAY
Tops Take off Pounds Sensibly #669 meets 

at 9 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church, 
200 N.W. Second St. The public is invited. All per-
sons interested in a sensible approach to losing 
weight and becoming part of a caring group are 
welcome to come and see what we are all about. 
For information, contact Ollie Morgret at 800-932-
8677.

Highlands Social Dance Club welcomes the 
public to their dance every Friday, from 7 un-
til 10 p.m. at the Sebring Lions Club on Sebring 
Parkway, one mile east of U.S. 27 in Sebring. 
Tickets are $5 for members and $6 for guests. 
For information, call 863-471-0559.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 242 Hwy. 
441 S.E., Okeechobee, N.A. Sickest Of The Sick 
- Open Discussion/Speaker at 8 p.m. The Just for 
Today Club of Okeechobee is not affi liated with 
any 12 step fellowships.

A.A. meeting from noon until 1 p.m. at the 
First United Methodist Church 200 N.W. Second 
St. This is an open meeting.

A.A. meets from 8 until 9 p.m. at the Church 
of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St. This is an open 
speaker meeting.

The Highlands Social Dance Club will be-
gin its 27th season on Sept. 7, hosting ballroom 
dancing every Friday at the Sebring Lions Club 
on Sebring Parkway, one mile east of U.S. 27. For 
information call 863-471-0559 or 863-385-6621.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a week-

ly meeting, Overeaters Anonymous (OA) meets 
at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. 
Parrott Avenue on Fridays, 6 until 7 p.m. (Use 4th 
Street entrance.) Overeaters Annonymous is not 
a diet club. There are no dues, fees or weigh-ins. 
The only requirement for membership is a desire 
to stop eating compulsively. For more information 
call Loretta at 863-763-7165 or 863-697-0206.

SATURDAY
A.A. meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at Okeechobee 

Presbyterian Church, 312 N. Parrott Ave. It will be 
a closed discussion.

Okeechobee Chapter D.A.R. meets the 
fi rst Saturday of every month October-May at 
Oakview Baptist Church 677 S.W. 32nd Street 
at 10 a.m. For information call Kenna Noonan at 
863-634-5669.

The Gathering Church will hold its month-
ly healing service on the fi rst Saturday of every 
month from 10 a.m. until noon. Anyone desiring 
to receive personal prayer for healing is welcome 
to attend. The Gathering is located at 1735 S.W. 
24th Ave. For information call Theresa Brown at 
863-357-3318.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 242 
Hwy. 441 S.E., Okeechobee, A.A. weekend noon 
Open Discussion meeting; N.A. Sickest Of The 
Sick Group 7 p.m.; N.A. Nowhere Left To Go 
Group Open Discussion meeting 8 p.m. The Just 
for Today Club of Okeechobee is not affi liated 
with any 12 step fellowships.

Community Calendar
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Restaurant closed
The staff at Glady’s gathered in front of the restaurant for a picture the day 
before the restaurant closed. Pictured, left to right, are, Donna Hoffman, 
who has been a dishwasher 13 or 14 years, Joyce Clay who has been a cook 
for over 40 years. Barbara Tomb, who spent 19 1/2 years as assistant cook, 
Sherry Houlette, waitress/cashier for 22 years, Sheila Schaffer, waitress for 
9 years, Bertie Griffi s, who grew up in the restaurant when it was run by her 
mother, Gladys Clay, and her son, Jeff Griffi s who has also worked all his 
life at the restaurant.

Submitted photo

Meeting with Mike Horner
Members of the Okeechobee Junior Leaders 4-H Club recently traveled to 
Tallahassee, to study state government. Representative Mike Horner was 
very interested in discussing the issues presented to him during a meeting 
in his offi ce in the capitol. As a token of their thanks, the members presented 
Representative Horner with a lapel pin to commemorate 100 years of Flor-
ida 4-H, “A Century of Youth Success.” Pictured from left to right are: Kyle 
Walker, Emilie Lege, Mrs. Linda Syfrett, Representative Mike Horner, Aus-
tin Pluskot, Janna Mullis, Wesley Mims, Justin Hoover, Mrs. Diane Spann, 
Kelsey Burnham and Raychel Rabon.



Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Lorayne ‘Grammom’ Kresser, 91
OKEECHOBEE — Lorayne “Grammom” Kres-

ser, age 91, of Okeechobee died Sunday, April 
26, 2009, at her residence.

Born on March 3, 1918, in 
Philadelphia, she was the 
only child of Fredrick and 
Helen Reiger. During her 
working years, she worked in 
statistical data and vital 
records for the city of Phila-
delphia and after moving to 
Florida, she 
work as a waitress in Palm Beach 
Hotels.  She has been a 19 year resident of 
Okeechobee and enjoyed crafts, cooking and 
fl owers. 

Preceded in death by her husband Wilmer, 
she is survived by her son, Fredrick Kresser, Sr.; 
and daughter, Lorayne Johnson, both of Okee-
chobee. She is also survived by three great- 
grandchilren. “Grammom” will be greatly 
missed by her family, many friends and her 
pets, Fluffy and KC.

Friends may call at the Buxton Funeral Home 
Chapel on Sunday, May 2, from noon until ser-
vice time at 1 p.m.

All arrangements are under the care and direc-
tion of Buxton Funeral Home and Crematory.  
Guests may convey their sympathy at 
www.buxtonfuneralhome.

Pearline Thomas
OKEECHOBEE — Pearline Thomas died Sun-

day, April 26, 2009, at Raulerson Hospital, Okee-
chobee.

Born Sept. 14, 1931, in Concorde, N.C., she 
had been a resident of Okeechobee for 25 years 
coming from Neptune, N.J. She was a member 
of the Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church and 
the Red Hatters. 

She was preceded in death by a son, Michael 
Thomas.

She is survived by her sister, Ruth Givens of 
Okeechobee; companion of 43 years, Willie Ed-
ward Finney of Asbury Park, N.J.;  daughter, 
Maryella Thomas of Okeechobee; sons, George 
Thomas, of Atlanta, Ga., Willie Thomas of Nep-
tune, N.J., Woodie Thomas of Crawfordville, 
and Darrin Wilkerson of California. In addition 
she is survived by a host of grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends.

A Memorial Service will be 11 a.m. Saturday, 
May 2, in the Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Okee-
chobee.

All arrangements are under the direction and 
care of the Buxton Funeral Home and Cremato-
ry, 110 NE 5th Street, Okeechobee.

Thomas Edwin Walker Sr., 86
OKEECHOBEE — Thomas Edwin Walker Sr., 

of Okeechobee, died April 29, 2009, at his 
home. He was 86.

Born Jan. 24, 1923, to Hulon and Inez Walker, 
he was a lifetime resident of 
Okeechobee. He proudly 
served our country in the U.S. 
Army during World War II.

Mr. Walker was preceded 
in death by his brother, 
Enoch Walker.

He is survived by his wife of 
59 years, Joann Walker; two 
sons, Thomas E. Walk-
er, Jr. (Kathy) of Okee-
chobee and 
Joel V. Walker of Ft. Myers; two 
daughters, Joy Walker and Lana Powell of Tam-
pa; six grandchildren; seven great grandchil-
dren; brother, Emory Walker (Onnie Jean); and 
sister, Martha Domer.

Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. today, May 1, at 
Bass Okeechobee Chapel. The funeral services 
will be 11 a.m. Saturday, May 2, at First Baptist 
Church of Okeechobee with Pastor Mickey 
Evans and Pastor Randy Huckabee offi ciating. 
Burial will follow at Evergreen Cemetery.

In lieu of fl owers, memorials may be made to 
Hospice of Okeechobee, P.O. Box 1548, Okee-
chobee, FL 34973.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, Fl 
34972.

In this age of exploitive
and trashy media, we’re
proud to be different.
We believe in operating
and publishing our
newspaper as a public
trust.

Fulfilling our public
trust requires that we try
to bring out the best in
our community and its
people. We seek the
highest common
denominators, not the
lowest. We don’t engage
in gutter journalism. We
know we can achieve
success on the high road.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com
or calling your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism

Obituaries
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National Scrapbooking Day 
celebration set 

Saturday, May 2, is “National Scrapbook-
ing Day.” This celebration was started in 
1994, by Creative Memories, a well-known 
album company. Our local scrapbook group, 
known as, “Croppin’ Crew” will be celebrat-
ing on this day. We will meet at Treasure Is-
land Baptist Church from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
There will be a number of demonstrations 
and make-n-take projects throughout the 
day. One of the make-n-takes will be a gift 
cardholder using heat embossing. All levels 
of scrapbookers are invited to join us for the 
day. Bring a covered dish if you wish to par-
ticipate in our covered dish luncheon. If you 
need more information you can call Joan at: 
863-467-0290 or Corry at 863-467-2231.

Chaka’s Stars  Youth 
Camp registration

Are you looking for fun and excitement 

to pass the hot summer days? Then Cha-
ka’s Stars Summer Youth Experience may 
be what you are looking for. We welcome 
your child to attend our third annual six 
week summer camp presented by Chaka’s 
Stars Foundation. Camp will be conducted 
beginning on Monday, June 15 through Fri-
day, July 24, from the hours of 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday with the 
exception of Friday, July 3, in observance of 
Independence Day. Registration for the Sum-
mer Day Camp will begin on Saturday, May 
2, at the Douglas Brown Community Center 
under the pavilion from noon until 2 p.m. 
Registration is open to youth between the 
ages of 6-14, space is limited. There will be 
a $25 registration fee. This fee will cover the 
cost of fi eld trips and meals to be provided 
on fi eld trips along with a camp t-shirt. The 
weekly fees will be $10 per child. For more 
information, please contact Chaka Smith 
at 863-634-7424 or Terra Morris at 863-484-
2509.

Free memory loss screenings
On Friday, May 1, from 11 a.m. until 2:30 

p.m. the Alzheimer’s Association will spon-
sor free memory loss screenings. They will 
be held at the Visiting Nurse Association, 
208 S.E. Park St. Appointments are needed - 
please cause Donna True at 1-800-861-7826, 
ext. 1. Screenings are for anyone - any age 
- concerned about memory loss. Screenings 
conducted by staff from St. Mary’s Memory 
Disorder Center. Immediate results.

Burnin’ Strings Band 
holds concert

The Burnin’ Strings Bluegrass Band will 
hold a concert on May 2, at Buckhead Ridge 
Baptist Church (turn left at Sunoco station 
on Hwy 78 W., go one mile, church on the 
left), from 6 until 8 p.m. Tickets are a $5 do-
nation at the door. All proceeds will benefi t 
the Baptist Children’s Home in Miami. For 
more information call 863-357-6113.

Community Events
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

It was an emotional night Monday as 
the Okeechobee High School Brahman 
wrestling program lost some very talented 
seniors and also learned they will lose their 
long time coach.

Bruce Jahner is hanging up the whistle 
after 15 years as Okeechobee High School 
wrestling coach. Graduates this year include 
four time district champion Donny Bush, 
who took home another MVP award, and 
Tyler Hayes, who recently signed a college 
wrestling scholarship.

Okeechobee went 11-6 this past year and 
won several individual titles.

Jahner thanked the parents for the op-
portunity to coach their kids over the years. 
He said without them, he couldn’t have had 
the success he’s had, “This is the last go. I 
enjoyed every minute of it. I will remember 
each and every one of you. It was well worth 
it. I love Okeechobee and I love the people. 
There are such wonderful people here.”

Jahner will continue to teach at OHS next 
year.

Bush was at the top of the list of wrestlers 
in this area this year. He lost at the state tour-
nament this year, but losing wasn’t much of 
a habit for the 145 pound dynamo. He won 
35 of 38 matches which included 20 pin fall 
victories. He intends to study to become a 
fi reman and could join the military. Bush 
presented Jahner with a folder of news clip-
pings his grandmother had taken out of vari-
ous newspapers during his career.

“I’m real happy that I got a lot of wins 
and a lot of awards over the past few years. I 
thought I’d get the Brahman award tonight,” 
he noted

Bush retires with the most wins in high 
school history. He noted he made the book 
for Coach Jahner so they will always have 
those memories, “My grandmother just cut 
them out every time she saw something, he 
meant a lot to me, and me and coach have 
had a good run together,” he said.

Hayes took home the Brahman award 
and will also wrestle at Newberry College 
in South Carolina next year. Hayes was an-
other state qualifi er this year. Tyler fi nished 
31-4 this year.

Jahner said he will still be involved with 
the wrestling program. He said he hopes his 
assist Vidal Torres gets the opportunity to 
take over the program. He also praised long 
time friend Todd Jones for his assistance 
over the years.

Jahner told the returning wrestlers to con-
tinue to stay active and to keep their grades 
up. He said they should spend more time in 
the weight room and get stronger. He urged 
them to practice with the Big Lake Wrestling 
Club and to attend wrestling camps over 
the summer. The wrestling club can assist 
wrestlers in the costs of attending wrestling 
camps.

Jahner also spoke optimistically about 
the future, “We have a good group coming 
back and we have one of the best freshmen 
classes coming to school in many years. We 
will still be a solid team next year,” he com-
mented.

Jahner said it was an exciting time to fi n-
ish up with the kids and hand out awards. 

He noted the kids pick most of the award. 
He said his decision to leave will hit him 
when he gets closer to graduation. “I plan 
on getting married. It’s kind of hard giving 
100 percent to each one. If you start giving 
half and half, nobody wins on that. Right 
now I think it’s a good decision for me.”

Jahner said he had a long line of great 
wrestlers over the year. He said he prides 
himself on remembering all of his players. 
“There’s been quite a few. To pick one I re-
ally can’t. It was an honor and privilege to 
coach those kids and every kid, even if they 
weren’t the best athlete. You can’t win every 
match. I was pleased with every kid I had.” 

Wrestlers who earned letters this year in-
clude Jose Banuelos, Mitchell Dean, Donald 
Bryan, Craig Cleckley, Allan Garza, Chase 
Kaufman, Saul Garcia, Kenny Webb, Josh 
Gruber, Donny Bush, Tyler Hayes, Corey 
Krum, David Sanchez, Jose Medallin, Tony 
Bonnett, and Zac Griffi th. Miranda Dubois, 
Tabitha Smith, and Ande Eddings received 
awards for keeping stats this year.

Garcia was also honored as a scholar ath-
lete.

Donald Bryan took the Rookie of the Year 
Award. Josh Gruber won the Most Improved 
Wrestler Award. Tyler Hayes took home the 
Most Dedicated Wrestler Award.

Bush, Cleckley and Medallin also won 
certifi cates for doing well at the Treasure 
Lake Conference Tournament in February.

Gruber said he’ll likely take over as team 
leader next year. He was a district champion 

in his weight class. “I’m surprised I got this 
award, but I feel pretty good. It is sad that 
coach is leaving, but new opportunities are 
opening up, I have no doubt we’ll still have 
a good year.”

Okeechobee Brahman wrestlers honored at banquet

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Miranda DuBois receives a letter for 
being the wrestling team statistician 
this year from Coach Bruce Jahner.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Saul Garcia was honored as a scholar 
athlete at Monday’s banquet.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Donald Bryan (left) was honored as 
rookie of the year in a vote of his peers. 
Also in photo is Coach Bruce Jahner.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Josh Gruber (left) won the most im-
proved wrestler award from Coach 
Bruce Jahner.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Tyler Hayes (left) poses with the Brah-
man award with Coach Bruce Jahner.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Donny Bush (left) won the most valu-
able wrestler award. Also in picture is 
Coach Bruce Jahner.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Coach Todd Jones, Bruce Jahner, and Vidal Torres pose for pictures at Mon-
day’s banquet.



MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D. Dwayne Montie, D.O. Mark Leach, R-PA Sharon Barrineau, ARNP John Minni, D.O. 

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology
• Acne • Psoriasis • Eczema

• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders 

• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery

• Skin Allergies and Rashes 

• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments
• Botox® • Juvéderm TM

• Radiesse® • Thermage®

• Restylane® • Perlane®

• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair • Moles • Brown Spots

• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

‘Houdini’ is going to fi nd that another es-
cape from the Okeechobee County Jail will 
be no easy feat.

Alajandro Perez, who bills himself as the 
great escape artist, was returned to the local 
jail Wednesday, April 29. He had been held 
in the Palm Beach County Jail following his 
arrest there on an Okeechobee County war-
rant charging him with escape.

“We’re just going to be sure he’s observed 
more closely than before,” said Okeechobee 
County Jail Administrator Ronnie White.

Mr. White said additional security mea-
sures have been put in place and that any-
time Perez is not in his cell he will be hand-
cuffed and shackled. Perez is being held in 
segregation, meaning no one is in the cell 
with him.

Perez, 45, escaped from the local jail 
around 2:21 p.m. on Feb. 6 and was cap-
tured Tuesday, Feb. 24, by the United States 
Marshal’s Service - Florida Regional Fugitive 
Task Force. He was taken into custody as 
he crawled out the bathroom window of a 

home in rural Palm Beach County.
When arrested there, Perez was found to 

be in possession of 2 grams of suspected co-
caine and was then charged with possession 
of cocaine.

Public Information Of-
fi cer Eric Davis, of the Palm 
Beach County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce, said Thursday, April 
30, that Perez had entered 
a plea of guilty. He was 
credited with the 61 days 
he had already served 
in Palm Beach County 
and was then returned to 
Okeechobee.

Perez escaped from the 
local jail while in a 4-foot-by-8-foot outdoors 
recreation pod. His orange jump suit was 
found on the roof of the jail, said OCSO case 
offi cer Detective Sergeant Brad Stark. When 
he fl ed the complex Perez was clad only in 
his boxer shorts and a T-shirt, added Sgt. 
Stark.

Records indicate that Perez had tried to 
escape the local jail on Jan. 1 by breaking 
out a window. However, he was unsuccess-

ful and was then charged with attempted 
escape and criminal mischief. His bond was 
set at $15,000.

Perez was arrested Dec. 16, 2008, on 
charges of burglary of an occupied dwell-
ing, grand theft and possession of burglary 
tools. His bond on those charges was set at 
$46,000.

While Perez was on the lam he missed 
a scheduled court date so a charge of fail-
ure to appear on the attempted escape and 
criminal mischief charges have been added.

Perez is now being held without bond on 
the failure to appear charges, as well as the 
newest escape charge.

After his escape investigators found a 
message from Perez written with a felt tip 
pen above his cell door. It read: “Your job is 
to keep me here. My job is to fi nd a way out 
of here.” It was signed “Houdini.”

He also left them a message written ver-
tically down the left side of the metal door 
frame that read: “The last laugh is the one 
that counts.”

It’s a pretty safe bet that Perez was not 
laughing when that iron door slammed be-
hind him Wednesday.

‘Houdini’ returned to local jail

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

A front end loader valued at $75,000 

was a total loss Tuesday after a fi re at 391 

S.W. 67th Drive, Okeechobee County Fire 

Rescue said.

A report from Lt. Robert Banfi eld said 

fi remen responded with four units and 

seven fi remen and found the machinery 

100 percent involved. They also found a 

pile of debris and trees near the loader 

completely involved.

Banfi eld said 30 gallons of hydraulic 

oil and 40 gallons of fuel in the machinery 

fueled the blaze. Some area trees were 

also burned in the fi re.

Firemen arrived just before 5 p.m. and 

were on the scene for close to two hours. 

There were no structures threatened, and 

no injuries reported.

Banfi eld’s report said the fi re origi-

nated in the engine area. The State Fire 

Marshall was called in to investigate the 

cause of the blaze. Approximately 1,500 

gallons of water was used to put out the 

fi re. The equipment was owned by Ken-

neth Collins Tree Service.

Front end 
loader 
destroyed 
in blaze

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Beginning May 6 the goal of a four lane 
highway from the City of Okeechobee to the 
east coast will come closer to reality. How-
ever, completion of the entire stretch is still 
several years away. Business leaders have 
long said that the lack of a four lane high-
way is slowing the economic development 
of the area.

May 6 is the date that Sheltra and Son 
Construction, Inc. of Indiantown is sched-
uled to begin work four laning S.R. 70 east-
ward from the county line to Berman Road. 

The project is part of the Florida Department 
of Transportation’s (DOT) long range pro-
gram. It was originally planned in 2005 to 
occur in fi scal year 08/09. The project is pro-
ceeding according to schedule with funding 
coming from DOT’s work program allotted 
by the state legislature. There are no federal 
funds or stimulus money involved in the 
project which is scheduled for completion 
in July of 2010.

However, there will be several more 
years of traffi c delays caused by construction 
before S.R. 70 is four laned all the way from 
Fort Pierce to Okeechobee. In Okeechobee 
County funds are not expected to be avail-

able for another fi ve years for construction 
of the remaining section of S.R. 70 up to 
where the four lane currently ends east of 
the city.

In St. Lucie County about 10 more miles 
will be four laned beginning in June pend-
ing the receipt of federal economic stimulus 
funding. Another section is scheduled to be 
bid in 2014. The current section of four lan-
ing under construction in St. Lucie County is 
scheduled for completion in early 2010. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

State Road 70 work to begin May 6

Alajandro
Perez



105 Hwy 98 N
Okeechobee

863.763.9983
Open Tues - Sat
4:30 PM - 10 PM

Chinese Food To Dine In & Take Out

3399 S. Hwy. 441 Publix Shopping Center

OKEECHOBEE, FL • (863) 357-7777

Japanese Sushi

FRI. & SAT.
SEAFOOD BUFFET:

Crablegs
Squid

Oysters
Crab Meat
Salmon 
Mussel

Baby Clams 
Frog Legs

BBQ Spare Ribs

Specializes in Szechuan,
Hunan, Cantonese,

American & Japanese
Style Cooking

6 BUFFET BARS
150 Items & Salad Bar
Receive a FREE gift on

your Birthday!
Lunch: $679 Dinner: $879

Fri & Sat: Seafood Dinner $1149

THEATRE I:  “GHOSTS OF GIRLFRNDS PAST”
Fri, Tues & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun. &

Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@
3:00 & 7:00.

May 1May 1 st st -- May 7May 7 thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE II:  “CONFSSNS OF ASHOPAHOLIC”
Fri, Tues & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun. &

Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@
3:00 & 7:00. 

THEATRE III:  “X-MEN ORIGINS WOLVERINE”
Fri, Tues & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun. &

Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@
3:00 & 7:00. 

PG-13

PG-13

Tickets: Adults - $5.50 • Children 12 & under - $4.50 
Senior Citizens - $4.50 all movies • Matinees - $4.00

PG-13

Walpole 
Feed & Supply Co.

763-6905
Hwy. 98 N.  Okeechobee

PROTECT YOUR ANIMALS
Frontline • Advantage • Tri-Force

Cooper Best • Fly Relief • Bronco Repel-X •
Mosquito Halt • Saber  & Many More

Stop by and see us today.Stop by and see us today.

Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

For a modest charge, 
each package includes:

Celebrate your favorite graduate’s 
achievement in print and online!
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A student at New Endeavor High School 
was arrested by a School Resource Offi cer 
after he reportedly cursed and hit a teacher.

Chase Wyatt Weeks, 14, N.W. 15th St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Tuesday, April 28, 
on a felony charge of battery on a school of-
fi cial. He was booked into the Okeechobee 
County Jail then transported to the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice Detention Center in 
Fort Pierce.

School Resource Offi cer Deputy Dan Mc-
Gee, of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 

(OCSO), stated in an arrest report that Weeks 
was arrested after he hit physical education 
teacher Lonnie Sears. The 
report went on to state that 
Weeks cursed Coach Sears 
and called him some deroga-
tory names.

Tuesday’s incident ap-
parently began when the 
teacher asked Weeks to leave 
his classroom, but the teen 
refused. Witness statements 
indicate that Weeks became 
hostile toward the coach and 
started using profanity, continued the report.

When Coach Sears took the teen by the 
arm to escort him out of the classroom 
Weeks pushed the teacher in the chest “and 
started to get physical,” stated the report. At 
this point the teacher pushed the boy away 
from him, but Weeks allegedly came at him 
again.

As the coach and another male school 
offi cial took Weeks to the fl oor to subdue 
him, the teen kept trying to kick and hit the 
coach, the deputy stated.

The deputy’s report does not indicate 
where the coach was struck, or if any of the 
three people involved were injured.

Teen charged with hitting teacher

Chase Wyatt
Weeks

The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Marlon Thomas, 26, Eighth St., Buck-
head Ridge, was arrested April 21 by Offi cer 
Ryan Holroyd on a felony charge of driving 
while license suspended - habitual offender. 
He was also arrested on a misdemeanor 
charge of obstruction. His bond was set at 
$3,000.

• Ellen Hope Daoust, 40, Ketuck Church 
Road, Ringgold, Va., was arrested April 24 by 
Offi cer Chad Troutman on a fugitive warrant 
from the State of Virginia. She is being held 
without bond.

• Christopher T. Estremera., 35, S.E. 36th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested April 24 by 
DOC’s Michael White on charges of viola-
tion of probation - lewd assault victim under 
the age of 16 (two counts) and violation of 
probation - adult sex with victim 16-17 years 
of age. He is being held without bond.

• Moses Coley, 46, N.E. 14th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 24 by Dep-
uty Sergeant J. Royal on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with burglary 
of a structure. His bond was set at $5,000.

• Danny A. Bonilla, 29, N.W. Eighth 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested April 25 by 
Deputy Joseph Gracie on a charge of driving 
while license suspended - habitual offender. 
His bond was set at $2,500.

• Michael T. Hartford, 21, U.S. 441 S.E., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 27 by 
DOC’s Michael White on a charge of viola-
tion of probation - lewd and lascivious mo-
lestation victim under 12. He is being held 
without bond.

• Leann Nichole Williams, 21, S.E. 26th 
St., Okeechobee, was arrested April 27 by 
Deputy Cpl. Aric Majere on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging her with grand 
theft. Her bond was set at $4,000.

• Christopher King, 25, S.E. Seventh St., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 27 by Dep-
uty G. Popovich on an Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with amended viola-
tion of probation - driving under the infl u-
ence. He is being held without bond.

• Rinella Billie, 36, N.W. 33rd Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 27 by Depu-
ty Cpl. Aric Majere on an Okeechobee Coun-
ty warrant charging her with driving under 
the infl uence. She was released on her own 
recognizance.

• Monica Pickens, 31, S.E. 57th Drive, 
Okeechobee, was arrested April 28 by Depu-
ty Paul Jackson on an Okaloosa County war-
rant charging her with violation of probation 
- cruelty toward a child - abuse without great 
harm. She is being held without bond.

• Rebecca Jean Lowery, 37, N.E. 11th 
Court, Okeechobee, was arrested April 28 by 
Deputy Howard Pickering on an Okeecho-
bee County warrant charging her with viola-
tion of probation - possession of a controlled 
substance (hydrocodone). She is being held 
without bond.

• Kimberly Christine Peterman, 23, N.W. 
12th Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested April 
28 by Deputy Cpl. Aric Majere on a Depart-
ment of Corrections warrant charging her 
with violation of probation - forgery (fi ve 
counts), violation of probation - uttering a 
forged instrument (fi ve counts), violation of 
probation - grand theft, violation of proba-
tion - possession of cocaine and violation 
of probation - organized fraud. She is being 
held without bond.

• Adam Brantley Osceola, 21, S.W. Third 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested April 29 by 
Deputy Dale Hardy on a Glades County war-
rant charging him with violation of probation 
- burglary of a structure, violation of proba-
tion - possession of cocaine and violation of 
probation - driving while license suspended. 
He is being held without bond.

• Marquise Ladell Daniels, 20, N.E. 18th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested April 29 
by Offi cer Belen Reyna on a misdemeanor 
charge of driving while license suspended. 
His bond was set at $500. Daniels was later 
arrested by Deputy Cpl. Aric Majere on an 
Okeechobee County warrant charging him 
with the felonies of giving false information 
to a pawnbroker and grand theft. His bond 
on those charges was set at #4,000.

This column lists arrests and not convic-
tions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone listed 
here who is later found innocent or has had 
the charges against them dropped is wel-
come to inform this newspaper. The infor-
mation will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report



5 THINGS YOU NEED TO ASK BEFORE BUYING A POOL
• Are All Pool Builders The Same?
• Is All Pool Equipment The Same?
• Do You Know Who’s Going To Be In Your Backyard?
• Are All Warranty Packages The Same?
• Have You Checked The Pool Company’s References?
A& G CONCRETE POOLS OFFERS THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS
• A & G Pools Ranks In The Top 50 Pool Builders In The U.S.A.
• A & G Pools Offers Top Of The Line Jandy Equipment
• A & G Pools Builds With All In-house Employees
• A & G Pools Includes 3 Year Warranties on all Parts and Labor on all Equipment
• A & G Pools Has Been In Business For 22 Years And Has Built Over 3500 Pools On The “Treasure Coast”

Call Us And Get Your Free Pool Design And Information Packet

BUT DON’T HAVE THE FOGGIEST CLUE WHERE TO START?
HAVE YOU DONE YOUR HOMEWORK?

Our Qualified Designers, With Your Ideas And Thoughts, Will Design The Pool You Have Always Imagined.
“NOT JUST A POOL, BUT YOUR BACKYARD DREAM”
“FROM SIMPLE TO SENSATIONAL”

Details at Seminole Player’s Club. Management reserves the right to change or cancel this promotion at any time.  
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

We are now open 24/7

17735 Reservation Road Okeechobee, FL 34974

1.866.2.CASINO
www.seminolebrightoncasino.com

Highway 721 west of Lake Okeechobee on the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation

WIN YOUR SHARE OF $75,000 IN CASH & PRIZES!

It’s a
Livin’ It Up Thing

May is filled with big-time giveaways - There’s winners  
every day of the month!
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Recently, 13 Okeechobee students at-
tended the Florida State Science and Engi-
neering Fair, which was held in Lakeland, 
Florida. Students from both Middle Schools 
and the High School competed against near-
ly 850 science projects from throughout the 
state. The following students won awards at 
the fair: 

Ryan Reister (YMS) received an Honor-
able Mention paper weight for his research 
in physics, $10 cash and a membership to 
the Florida Junior Academy of Sciences and 
a $50 savings bond from the Hernando Re-
gion. Julianne Meives (YMS) was awarded a 
third place plaque for her research in phys-
ics, $10 cash and a membership to the Flor-
ida Junior Academy of Sciences. Alec Hert 
(OFC) received a $50 savings bond from the 
Hernando Region. Joy Burnham (OHS) re-
ceived a Special Recognition ribbon for her 
research in Zoology. Celena Letcher (OHS) 
received an Honorable Mention paper weight 
for her research in Zoology. Tim Gray (OHS) 

was awarded a fourth place plaque for his 
research in physics. The Science teachers in 
Okeechobee would like to congratulate all 
of the students who attended the fair.

Local students compete in 
Florida State Science Fair

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee Ministerial Association 
is sponsoring the local observance of the 
National Day of 
Prayer, Thurs-
day, May 7 on the 
courthouse lawn 
beginning at noon. 
Prayers will be 
offered for local, 
state and national 
leaders as well as 
law enforcement 
offi cers and fi re 
fi ghters. Lunch will 
be provided. 

Oakview Baptist Church, 677 S.W. 
32nd St., is hosting its 14th Annual Golf 
Tournament on Saturday, May 16 at the 
Okeechobee Golf & Country club, The cost 
is $45 which includes the green fee, cart and 
a barbecue lunch. You may register at the 
church offi ce Monday through Thursday or 
on Sunday morning in the church vestibule. 
Proceeds aid our youth in their mission proj-
ects and mission trips. Form more informa-
tion call 763-1699.

The Okeechobee News welcomes news 

from area churches for this column. E-mail 

okeenews@newszap.com or call Pete Gawda at 

863 763-3134, extension 4225. The deadline to 

receive information is 5 p.m. the Monday before. 

National Day of prayer observance

Submitted photo
Okeechobee County students who 
competed in the State Science Fair in-
cluded: front row (left to right): Chris 
Boney, Tim Gray, Samantha Rivero, 
Krista Pope, Celena Letcher, and Alec 
Hert; back row (left to right): Dal-
ton Hodges, Ryan Reister, Julianne 
Meives, Darby Jones, Trent Johnson, 
Joy Burnham, and Joey Barletto.

Places of
Worship
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Hazellief & Prevatt Realty, Inc.

(863) 763-2104 Se Habla Español

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

•CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES•

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069
Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

ACREAGE / LOTS: • 2.5 buildable acres in Sunset Strip Airpark in Lazy 7. $98,000 MLS# 202207 • Okeechobee Hammock 100 x 104
lot off of 15-A. $29,000 MLS# 200471  • Big "O" RV Park vacant lot or w/ travel trailer.  • Basswood buildable lots from $15K-$33,000  •
7 acres Hwy 68 $110,000 MLS# 93452

www.century21okeechobee.com
Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

3000-M: Fully fur-
nished 3/2 DWMH
in Treasure Island.
Waterfront property
with Lake access.
MLS# 202482NN EE WW   LL II SS TT II NN GG

2002-M: Taylor Creek
waterfront DWMH
w/attached carport.
Completely furnished.
Open front porch, city
water & sewer. RV
hookup. MLS# 202170

5003-H: Kissimmee
River Est. like new
2/2 2005 DWMH,
CBS garage, under-
ground utilities, Sits
on 6 corner lots.
NOW $120,000
MLS# 200629MMOOTTIIVVAATTEEDD  SSEELLLLEERR

1007-M: Pine Ridge
Park 1992 14 X 56 sin-
glewide mobile home
with screen porch
addition.  2 sheds and
fenced. $68,000 MLS#
202123PPRRIICCEEDD  TTOO  SSEELLLL!!

4003-M: Buckhead
Ridge 3/2 mobile home
with appliances, open
patio, fenced, large
shed with electric, dock
and paved driveway.
MLS#202189

RR EE DD UU CC EE DD !!

1002-H: 3 bdrm CBS
home with family and
utility room, picket
wood fencing. Close
to everything in town.
Could be re-zoned
commercial. $88,000
MLS# 201649

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station &

Glades County Building.

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

Patricia Louise Goolsby, 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

4/3 HOME, fireplace, large kitchen, for-
mal dining room, huge master bedroom
with large master bath, on a half acre lot
with swimming pool, 2-car garage and
hurricane shutters. MLS #202467.
$299,500. Call Vicki 863-634-4106.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own water-
front at an affordable price. Has its own
boat ramp and concrete slab with lighted
roof over. SWMH. A MUST SEE.
PRICED TO SELL!! MLS #202115,
$72,900. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

LAKE OKEECHOBEE ACCESS or
fish off your own dock. Sits above
enclosed boathouse with lift and con-
crete landing. Balcony overlooks canal
features two additions. MLS #202589,
$75,000. Call Vicki 863-634-4106.

CBS HOME ON A CANAL TO LAKE
OKEECHOBEE. Screened in pool and
Jacuzzi, dressing/changing room by pool.
Two sheds, boat launch, 2 Pergolas, boat
house with lift. MLS #202330, $198,500.
Call Vicki 863-634-4106.

WELL-MAINTAINED HOME in a
beautifully maintained park. club-
house, pool, shuffleboard, activities
daily. Fun, safe place to live.
Aluminum roof over. MLS #202383,
$69,500. Call Vicki 863-634-4106.

WATERFRONT Well-maintained
SWMH. Family room with a bathroom
built on. Boat house w/electric hoist
and concrete area. Lot of house for the
price. MLS #201706, $99,000. Call
Vicki at 863-634-4106.

REDUCED

• First Time Home 
Buyers

• Refinance/Debt 
Consolidation

• Commercial Loans 
up to $5,000,000.00

• Mobile Home 
Financing

• Investment Property
• Self-Employed Okay
• New Construction Loans
• Rehab Loans

• No Mortgage Insurance   
• Full Doc

110000%%    FFIINNAANNCCIINNGG//FFHHAA//VVAA

www.mortgageworksrenee.com
renee_mortgageworks@hughes.net

New CBS Homes

Lic# Crc1328235

3/2 cathedral ceilings, tile
throughout, wood cabinets,
plant shelves, appliances,

$113,000. inc. lot. 
(Reduced price if built on your lot)

Contact (863) 634-0571
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Johanna Crews 
with the Okeecho-
bee Autism Support 
Group was the fea-
tured speaker at this 
months Okeechobee 
Community Collabor-
ative Council meeting 
held Tuesday at the 
School Board offi ces.

Autism Awareness 
was the subject of 
Crews’ presentation. 
Persons with autism 
can be hard to diagnose, both for experts 
and for parents. The person may laugh or 
giggle at inappropriate times, have no real 
fear of dangers, may prefer to be alone and 
may avoid eye contact. There are a number 
of symptoms autism patients display.

Ms. Crews told the group that her child, 
Casey, age four, has autism. She wanted the 
group to know what it was like for a parent 
to deal with autism. Parents can never take 
a day off when their child is autistic. Normal 
everyday things for other kids, like eating out 
in a restaurant or playing in a park, is a huge 
ordeal for parents.

Many autistic kids need constant supervi-
sion. Some are prone to yelling and scream-
ing.

Autism is treatable. There are a number 
of therapies including behavior therapy, ap-

plied behavior analysis, structured teaching, 
speech and language therapy, social skills 
therapy and occupational therapy.

Ms. Crews said autism is becoming more 
common. Males are four times more likely 
to have autism than females. It is important 
that these children have early intervention 
and therapy.

Autism is the sixth most common disabil-
ity in the United States. It is more common 
than child hood cancer.

There are 41 children in the Okeechobee 
school system with autism, Ms. Crews said. 
The numbers have increased tremendously 
in the past several years.

The Okeechobee Autism Support Group 
started after an incident she experienced at 
a park. An adult called her son retarded. She 
noted it was heart breaking. She had just 
moved here and was shocked by the inci-
dent. “I want to do something, and meet 
other parents like me. I didn’t have anyone 
to talk to. My family and friends really can’t 
know what I feel and what exactly I go 
through,” she said.

Sharing the awareness one individual at a 
time is the motto of the group. They provide 
information to parents. The group is made 
up of volunteers, supporters, teachers and 
parents. They would like to recruit more 
teachers and volunteers.

National awareness day in February was 
commemorated in Okeechobee with a 
bowling fundraiser. They also participated in 
February’s Speckled Perch Festival in Flagler 

Park.
They group also participates in the 

Okeechobee Special Equestrian program. 
Her son goes every week for 30 minutes. It 
is something Casey looks forward to each 
week. “When we get home he seems more 
peaceful and calmed down.”

Saturday they held the fi rst annual 
Okeechobee autism walk on the Herbert 
Hoover Dike. There was a great turnout. It 
was a free event. Anyone who would like 
to volunteer or receive information can call 
863- 863-467-0841 or browse the web page 
myspace.com/Okeechobeeautism.

Crews said she has enjoyed living in 
Okeechobee for the past year and has got-
ten a lot of information and support from 
the community, “It has given me inspiration 
to keep going.”

Debbie Gillette will become the new 
Chairperson of the CCC in June. Elections 
for a chair elect will be held on May 26.

Kay Begin of the Okeechobee Healthy 
Start Coalition reported that 56 women and 
one dad attended a Healthy Star baby show-
er last Friday. 10 agencies participated while 
20 businesses and individuals donated funds 
or services for the event.

Communities in Schools plan to hold 
three camps this summer. Those include a 
skate camp for 6-16 year olds. Sheriff Paul 
May will host a camp for kids, age 8-14 in 
June. June 1st will be the signup day for the 
Communities in Schools Camps. For more 
information call 863-462-5863.

Group promotes autism awareness

Johanna Crews



Three local boys win championship at the 
Pompano Beach Spring 3 v 3 Challenge tour-
nament. On one of the sunniest days of this 
year the boys played four qualifying matches 
Saturday, before taking on the Boca Juniors 
in the fi nals. Without any extra players the 
boys played brilliantly. The Boca Juniors got 
on the board quickly by scoring three goals 
but Okeechobee settled in and won 10-3. 
Coach Paul Gibbons Regional Director of 

Coerver Coaching at Treasure Coast United 
where the boys train, said it was an out-
standing effort by all three. By winning the 
Championship the boys qualify for nationals 
at Disney’s Wide World of Sports where they 
play against teams from across the nation in 
July 31-Aug 2. Congratulations, Edger Ayala, 
Logan Laskey, and Wilson Santos.

GREAT WATERFRONT.
2/2 Frame Home hosts an
open concept, master suite
with walk-in shower & lg gar-
den tub. Lg wooden deck,
screened porch, gazebo
#202630 $324,900

New
Listing

“LOVELY ON LAKE ISTOKPOGA” Look at this price!! 2/1
with addition. Utility
shed, lots of trees. .
.some furnishings stay.
Pick up this steal and
rent it out for some
additional income
#200897 $39,900

“GREAT INVESTMENT”

“GOT FISH?!” 1985 SWMH  w/several
extras, 2 sheds, covered
patio & concrete slab.
Extra utility rm w/shower,
toilet, dryer & storage.
Porch & wood deck, hot
tub, pontoon dock & sea-
wall. #201409 $129,900

“GREAT FLOOR PLAN”

Come Take a

Look!

This is a beautiful
doublewide in Taylor
Creek Isles. Three
bedrooms, 2 baths,
lake access lot. Call
to see. #202186
$150,000Lake 

Access

“TAYLOR CREEK LIVING”

1992 Skyline MH on cap-
tive lake in Palm Village.
2 bd, 2 ba, with enclosed
rm. Carport, hurricane
shutters.  Some furnish-
ing.  Clubhouse,
Community Pool. Nice
adult community.
#202529 $80,000

“GATED COMMUNITY LIVING” Nice two bdrms. One
and half bath. Home
has stackable washer
and dryer. New panel
roof and wood fence on
back porch. Located
close to schools and
shopping. #202454
$77,000

4/2 CBS home w/new
roof in 2004. Fresh
paint inside and out,
tile flooring. Shed &
utility rm. Very well
maintained home.
#201840 $119,500Priced to

Sell!

“GREAT HOMESTEAD”

“WANT LOW MAINTENANCE?”

Beautiful 2006 3/2
home in Kings Bay.
Very open and looks
brand new. HOA
includes pool, tennis
courts, club house, and
yard maintenance
#202200 $167,000

Motivated

Sellers!
A Must 

See!

Bring

Offers!

Waterfro
nt

Property

PRESTIGIOUS BLUE HERON GOLF &
COUNTRY CLUB! 3/2 CBS, Ready to move
in! Fully Furnished w/ Owner Financing!
$239,000 #205L Call Bill 863-634-6797.

2/1.5 on oversized lot in BHR offering
1,561TSF, gazebo, concrete boat ramp, sea-
wall, large workshop & shed. Wonderful home
w/gas fireplace is ready for a new owner!
$145,000 #208F Call Cindi 863-697-0433

CHARMING ANCIENT OAKS 1/1park model
w/HUGE addition, under roof and a nicely built
storage shed around back, inside washer &
dryer! Come enjoy the amenities! $55,000
#401A. Additional lot avail. for $35,000 Call
Cindi 863-697-0433

BANK SAYS BRING AN OFFER! 3/2 1998
home offers a split floor plan, enclosed in-ground
pool, situated on a corner lot in Basswood. A lit-
tle cleaning & this home will be as good as new.
$94,905 #214C  Call Cindi 863-697-0433

SHOWS LIKE A MODEL 3/2/2 2004 custom
built home on 1/2 acre in desirable LAZY 7
shows like a model. There are many upgraded
features to this home, nothing was forgotten
$190k #210D Call Cindi 863-697-0433

A MUST SELL!

NEW  PRICE NEW  PRICE

NEW LISTING

780 ACRE WORKING RANCH, 4-3 Ranch/
Camp Home, four wells, (one 10" to 1,000 ft.) 1.5
mi. Paved Road Frontage PRICE REDUCED TO
$4,200.00 per acre.  Call John Pell 863-697-0413

NEW  PRICE

NEW  PRICE

Professional
Office Space

for Rent 
with conference room

from
$15000 per month

Call for details 

561-436-2020
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U-12 boys win championship at Soccer Challenge

Several KOA campgrounds in Florida 
are participating in Kampgrounds of 
America’s Sixth Annual Come Kamp & 
Care With Us Weekend Friday, May 8 
and Saturday, May 9.

The event, created in 2004 to offer 
campers an easy way to affordably explore 
KOA campgrounds in their area, and at the 
same time have a fun, affordable weekend 
to start their summer camping season.

All campers at participating camp-
grounds who stay as a paying guest on 
Friday, May 8, will receive a free night of 
camping on Saturday, May 9.

The event is open to the public. RVs and 
tents are welcome, and participating KOAs 
are offering free nights in their accommo-
dations, including many KOA Kamping 
Kabins.

The event also serves as a fundraising 

event for KOA Care Camps for children 
with cancer. A partial list of participating 
KOA campgrounds in Florida include:

Clewiston/Lake Okeechobee KOA
Daytona/Speedway KOA
Fort Myers/Pine Island KOA
Kissimmee/Orlando KOA
Okeechobee KOA
Orlando S.E./Lake Whippoorwill KOA
Orlando S.W./Fort Summit KOA
Campgrounds fi ll up fast for this popu-

lar event, so don’t wait. Make your reserva-
tions today at http://www.koa.com/. More 
information on Come Kamp & Care With 
Us Weekend, including a complete list of 
participating campgrounds in Florida and 
North America, is also available at KOA.
com. More information about KOA Care 
Camps for children with cancer is available 
at www.koacarecamps.com.

KOA Campgrounds kick off summer with free night

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Corey White and Kari Berger were named 
most valuable players for their respective 
teams as the Okeechobee High School tennis 
teams held their annual banquets on Sunday 
at the Berger ranch on Berman Road.

The boy’s team fi nished off a (12-3) sea-
son with a trip to the state regional this year. 
The girl’s team got off to quick start and fi n-
ished the season with a solid 10-5 record.

Boy’s Coach Bryan Van Camp said he 
was very pleased with how the season went, 

“It was really a great season. We had great 
support from the community. I think the kids 
really enjoyed playing this year.”

Zach Fowler was named the Brahman 
award winner for the boys and Alisha Wilcox 
won the award for the girl’s squad.

“It was a fun banquet with a pretty good 
crowd and a lot of good food. The kids 
played some football afterward, it was a fun 
day,” Van Camp said.

The high school will have to look for a 
new girl’s coach as Morgan Ungerott will not 
return next year.

Tennis teams celebrate winning seasons

Submitted photo
Edger Ayala, Logan Laskey, and Wil-
son Santos, three U12 soccer players 
for Okeechobee, helped their team to a 
10-3 win over Boca during 3 v 3 Cham-
pionship. The boys will go onto nation-
als at Disney’s Wide World of Sports at 
the end of July.



The 2008 – 2009 Okeechobee News Medical Information Guide is available at 
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

CARDIOLOGY

HEALTHCARE

Gabriel E.
Breuer, M.D.

Cardiology
Electrophysiology

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

1105 N. PARROTT AVE., OKEECHOBEE

863-467-1660

Cardiovascular diseases
Cardiac Catheterization

Electrophysiology studies
Implantation of cardiac devvices 

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

Optical Gallery

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

763-4334

763-3403
Silviano Matamoros, M.D.

Board Certified Eye
Physician & Surgeon

357-4899
Single Vision Lens & Frames Starting at

$35
Bifocal Lens & Frames Starting at

$55

Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision
Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract Microsurgery

Diabetic Eye Exams
Glaucoma Evaluation and Treatment

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.
Specializing in:

Adult & Pediatric
Urology

Bladder & Kidney Infections
Impotence/Implants

No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.
Okeechobee 

(863) 763-0217

Board Certified In Urology

UROLOGY

We Love toWe Love to Care. . .Care. . .

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility

1646 Highway 441 North  
Call 863-763-2226 
for a Personalized Tour with SandyFive-Star Rating

�����

Family Owned & Operated, providing care to elderly
citizens of Okeechobee and surrounding counties

since December 1984
• Available 24 Hours/7 Days a Week
• Long-Term Care Available
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s Unit
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Stimulating Daily Activities

Rehab, Physical, Occupational, Speech
and Out-Patient Therapies

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME

MRI

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN MRI

115 NE
3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

Advertise
in the

Okeechobee 
News
Call 

763-3134
today!

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

Caring for Those You Care About

120 BEDS

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

We are one of only 200 can-
cer treatment centers
worldwide to offer this cut-
ting edge technology that
translates to higher cancer
control rates and minimal
side effects and toxicity.
For more information, please

contact the Radiation
Oncology experts at 

(863) 467-9500
www.tomotherapy.com

The physicians who brought you the Cyberknife
Radiosurgery system now offer a new ray of hope for

our cancer patients:

Big Lake Cancer Center

Together we can win the battle against cancer. . .today!

Tomotherapy® Hi-Art® Treatment System

Coastal Cyberknife & Radiation Oncology
5550 S US Hwy 1 • Ft. Pierce

(772) 293-0377

Coastal Radiation Oncology
931 37th Place• Vero Beach

(772) 774-4182

(863) 467-95001115 N. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee

Ramesh Kumar, MD 
William Crook, MD 
Julie Santelli, MD

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

316 NW 5th St • Okeechobee

863-467-6399 • Lic # NR30211249

Home Care 
In Your Home

1 Hour Per Day up to 24 Hours a Day

• Live In
• Companions
• C.N.A.

SSShhiirrlleeyy’’ss
PPeerrssoonnaall  CCaarree  SSeerrvviicceess,,  IInncc..

Bonded & Insured

PERSONAL CARE
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Albert

Bravo,

M.D.

Internal Medicine &
Gastroenterology (GI)
Board Certified in Gastroenterology

Treating conditions of the
esophagus, stomach, small

intestine, colon, liver, gallbladder
and the biliary system.

Diseases of the

Digestive System

• Endoscopy 

• Colonoscopy

225 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-8222

GASTROENTEROLOGY& HEPATOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

Protecting  the 
Health of 

Your Skin 
with a 

Rigorous 
Focus 

on Skin
Cancer 

Detection 
and

Treatment

Jonathan Sanders, M.D. J.D. 

Okeechobee 

863-467-9555

1924 U.S. Hwy. 441 N 

Vero Beach 

772-778-7782

1155 35th Lane, Ste. 202

www.tcdermatology. com

FELLOW OF THE
AMERICAN SOCIETY
FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY 
THE AMERICAN BOARD

OF DERMATOLOGY

TREASURE COAST

DERMATOLOGY
Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer 

HEALTH

LASER VEIN CENTER

S. Scott Tapper, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Board Certified General Vascular Surgeon

2169 S.E.
Ocean Blvd.

Stuart

Specializing in the Removal of
Varicose Veins

� Minimally Invasive In 
Office Procedure

� Performed more than 
1000 Endo Venous Laser 
Ablation procedures

� Insurance Accepted

Before After

symmetrylaservein.com

772-286-5501
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EXPERIENCED A/C SERVICE TECH

Needed 
Self motivated, 

ambitious 
Excellent pay and

benefits!
Fax resume or 

job information to 
863-467-0696

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Lost

LOST: BLACK CALVES - 3, 
9/10 months old, yellow 
tags in ears off 724 by 
Fisheries.  954-465-6614

Giveaway

BEAGLE, Tri Colored, Male, 
4 yrs. old w/rabies shot. 
Free to good home only. 
(863)763-5067/447-1045

Garage/
Yard Sales

OKEECHOBEE, Sat. & Sun., 
May 2nd & 3rd, 9am-Dark, 

6542 Hwy. 441 SE
in Gator RV Park # 26

Misc. Boating Equip., Life 
Jackets & Some Tackle, Lots 
of H/H Items...Motorcycle 

Leathers & Boots...
Way too many items to list!

Employment
Full Time

Garage/
Yard Sales

EMORMOUS 5
 FAMILY YARD SALE

Okeechobee - Sat., 5/2, 8am 
til ?, 1000 N.E. 24th Ave., 
located at bottom of over-
pass heading our Hwy. 70 
East. Tons of Stuff includ-
ing HH Items, Furniture, 
Quality Clothing (Kids to 
Adults), Lamps, Oak Table 
& 6 Chairs, Twin  Bed, De-
signer Purses and Shoes, 
Baby Items incl. Travel 
System, Strollers & Crib 
Sets! This is One You Don’t 
Want to Miss!

OKEECHOBEE 
Fri - May 1st (8am-1pm) &
Sat- May 2nd (8am-2pm), 

5410 NE 53rd Way. R-Bar 
Estates. Boys & girls all siz-
es clothing, Go Cart, Misc. 
& more

OKEECHOBEE - May 2 - 3, 
Sat 8-4 Sun 8-11, 979 
SE 38th Terrace. MOV-
ING SALE!  Houseful of 
furniture - Bdrms, LR, 
DR, wide screen Toshi-
ba, tools, men’s cloth-
ing, washer/dryer, 
everything must go!  
behind Everglade Ele-
mentary off of SR710 - 
772-260-5049

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Employment
Full Time

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Medical

MEDICAL
RECEPTIONIST

MUST be experienced. Need-
ed for Cardiologist Offi ce.
Mail resume to: PO Box 

1268, Okeechobee, FL 34973

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Handyman Services

? NEED HELP ?
CALL GEORGE CARTER

Painting, Repairs, 
Carpentry

Power Washing

FREE CONSULTATION
(863)763-4775

Shop here first!
The classified ads

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Medical Items

ELECTRIC MOBILITY 
Scooter $500 also for sale 
electric lift for sale. 
(863)532-1325

Miscellaneous

HIGH TECH CLEAN AIR 
Machines - 2 - Like new, 
black tower model. $175. 
(863) 763-3932

WATER SYSTEM - Com-
plete, 1.5hp pump, water 
softener, Pressure tank. 
New $1250. Asking $650. 
(863)763-3932

Pets/Supplies

BORDER COLLIE PUP - 
Male, 4 months old, up to 
date, approved home. 
$100. (863)610-7824

Wanted To Buy

LOOKING TO BUY Mobile 
home clam shell awnings  
1- 6’ x 2’.8”, 1- 6’ x 2’ and 
2- 4’ x 2’ Call 
(863)467-2589

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

Apartment for Rent
2Bd 1 1/2 Ba In Town, Very 

clean W/D $650 mo, 1st, last 
& sec. No Pets 863-697-1129

BEAUTIFUL  SAMANTHA’S 
GARDEN APTS -  In Town, 
2br/2ba, W&D, $850 mo. + 
$500.  sec.  (863)634-5780

OKEE - Huge, Clean, 2br, 
2ba $725 mo.   Call 
772-215-0098

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

OKEECHOBEE - 2 br, 2 ba, 
privacy fence, Unit #36, All 
appls, new tile & carpet. 
(863)447-0925 or 
(863)763-2416

Houses - Rent

BASSWOOD - Newer 3/2/1, 
W&D hookup, big yard, 
$1000 mo, 1st,last & sec 
Avail 6/1/09 
(863)697-2795

CANAL FRONT Furnished  
2BR, 1BA, screen porch, 
boat dock & lift, hardwood 
fl oors through out, DW, 
W&D. Includes  Lawn Care, 
water & satellite TV $850 
1st & sec.  (863)467-7528

FURNISHED DUPLEX - 
2BR, 1BA, 1 car garage, 
W&D, DW, Ceiling fans in 
every room, front & rear 
porch, tile fl oors through 
out, Located in Kings Bay. 
Includes lawn care & gar-
bage.- $775 fi rst & sec. 
(863)467-7528

House on Water - 4128 SE 
27th St., Okeechobee, 
1BR/1BA, 10x20 screened 
porch, dock, storage shed, 
$775 mo. + $500 sec. dep. 
& util. (561)714-4050

KINGS BAY, Furnished 1BR, 
1BA duplex, 1 car garage, 
W&D, tile fl oors through 
out, ceiling fans in every 
room. Includes, lawn care 
& garbage. $675  1st & 
sec. (863) 467-7528

LAKE OKEECHOBEE: Mod-
ern 3BR/2.5BA, 1 car garage, 
+ cottage. Price neg. Call 
(772) 359-1640

OKEECHOBEE - 1BR, 1BA, 
904 SW 7th Ave. $600/mo. 
+ dep. & utils. 863- 
801-9121 or 863-763-9500

OKEECHOBEE - 3BR/1BA 
Duplex, DW. W&D Hookup, 
central a/c & heat. $750 mo. 
+ $500 sec. (863)763-4414

R-BAR - 4/2/2,  $1295 mo. 
1st & sec., must have ref’s, 
sell for $205,000. 
863-801-9163

Southwest Section - 3/2, 
w/2 car garage, c/a/h, w/d 
hookup, oak trees. 
(863)467-2541/634-9330

TREASURE ISLAND 2/2 
Turn Key, Furn, dock, 
$1150 mo. Sat. TV + $120 
of elec. pd. 772-287-7407

Waterfront
Rentals

PRIVATE WATERFRONT
2 BR, W/D, Lg Maintained yard

$850 Mo (F/L) $500 Sec
Rent to own w/10 % down

(863)697-1280 or (863)467-8683

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale

Orange Blossom Ranches - 
$99,900. 3/2 on dbl lot, 
built in 2000, excellent 
cond. Call Steve 
(863)801-1739

QUICK SALE Oak Park area. 
4BR, 2BA Fenced, Irriga-
tion, Water Treated. Call  
(863)697-1077 for info.

Waterfront
Property

OKEECHOBEE - Waterfront 
Lot, 100’ x 145’, must be 
fast/cash, Mob home on 
prop rented,  $50,000 
(561)202-7702

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

BEST VALUE IN TOWN! 
For Rent: 2/1 apartment. 
Unit newly remodeled. Locat-
ed 12 miles north of Okee-
chobee on Equestrian Ranch. 
Monthly water, trash & lawn 
maintenance included. No 
Pets! $495 - Move in special. 
M-F (863)467-2982

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - Dbl. 
Wide 2 BR, 2 BA, C/Air. 
$500 mo. 3 BR, 2 BA, 
C/Air. $600 mo. No pets. 
(863)763-4031

Waterfront
Rentals

Mobile Home
Rent

CABIN - 1/1,$475. MO + 
Sec & elec , also 1/1 RV, 
BHR $400 mo. + Sec & elec. 
55+ Comm (863)763-7164

RIVER ACRES, 2BR/1.5BA, 
Single, on Kissimmee River, 
$600/mo. + sec. & electric. 
Yearly lease. (863)467-5616

Mobile Home Sale

DEW DROP INN - nice 14 x 
48 mob home w/ Fla room, 
8761 Hwy 78W #17, Call 
(618)384-6240

SINGLE WIDE, In a 55+ 
Park. 2BR, 1½BA, 12x28’ 
Florida Rm. Move in ready! 
$22,000 (863)763-3918

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Motorcycles

SUZUKI - 2001 GZ250 - 
2002 Intruder. Both Red, 
low miles, $4000 for both 
Call (863)697-3656

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Classic Cars

CHEVY P/U - 1951- 80% 
Complete, Camero eng 
,Trans. $3800 or trade for 
small travel trailer. 
(863)801-9136

Published 3 weeks* in all of our Florida papers: Caloosa Belle, Clewiston News, Glades County Democrat, Immokalee Bulletin, Okeechobee News, and The Sun
* Ads will run in the Wednesday Okeechobee News and weekly publications.

TO PLACE YOUR AD GO TO:
WWW.NEWSZAP.COM

CLICK ON CLASSIFIEDS
For Legal Ads Email:

legalads@newszap.com

For All Other Classified Ads Email:
classads@newszap.com

OKEE

BUSINESS HOURS
� Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINES
� Wednesday 11 a.m. Tues. for Wed. publication
� Friday 11 a.m. Thurs. for Fri. publication 
� Sunday 10 a.m. Fri. for Sun. publication

• All personal items under $5,000
ABSOLUTELY FREE when placed online

• Ads phoned in subject to charge
• Price must be included in ad
• Private parties only
• 2 items per household per issue
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2009TD004

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that BIG LAKE HOLDINGS INC the holder 
of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the descrip-
tion of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as fol-
lows:

Certifi cate No:   1885             Year of Issuance:   May-21-2004

Description of Property:  LOT 3 PTN LOT 4 BLK 61 EL MIRA SOL       
1-18-37-35-0020-00610-0030
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
ROSA LEE STURIKS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in 
such certifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on the 28th day of May, 2009.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  
In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a 
special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
Court Administration no later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 
250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 
within two working days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEAR-
ING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8770
317173 ON 4/24;5/1,8,15/09

PUBLIC NOTICE

Okeechobee Utility Authority will temporarily change its method of chlorinat-
ing potable water to insure the future safety of our drinking water.  The wa-
ter users may notice an unusual chlorine taste or odor in their tap water 
after May 4, 2009.  These conditions will last thru May 25, 2009.

These temporary conditions will not be harmful to your health; however, if 
you are on kidney dialysis, you should consult your physician for special in-
structions concerning this matter.  If you have tropical fi sh or aquatic ani-
mals, you should contact you local tropical fi sh store for advice and take 
appropriate action to insure that you have properly treated the water before 
adding it to your aquarium.

The hydrant fl ushing during this period may cause the water to become 
cloudy and discolored.  This is a temporary condition and should not last 
more than a few hours.

We sincerely regret any inconvenience you may experience during this time.  
Please keep in mind that this is necessary to provide safe water for the cus-
tomers of Okeechobee Utility Authority.

If additional information is needed, contact Kevin Rogers at 763-3239.  We 
regret any inconvenience that this may cause you.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
COOPERATION.

OKEECHOBEE UTILITY AUTHORITY
319238 ON 4/29;5/1,3/09

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORDA

PROBATE DIVISION
CASE NO. 2009-CP-86

IN RE: ESTATE OF
  LAWRENCE E. GILLENWATER,
     Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

   The administration of the estate of 
LAWRENCE E. GILLENWATER, de-
ceased, whose date of death was 
March 16, 2009, and whose social 
security number is 279-58-4039 is 
pending in the Circuit Court for 
Okeechobee County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 312 
N.W. 3rd Street, Okeechobee, Florida 
34972. The names and address of 
the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney 
are set forth below.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must fi le their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate 
must fi le their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTH AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
  NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PE-
RIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
   The date of fi rst publication of this 
notice is May 1st, 2009.

Personal Representative:
DAVID EARL WALSH
4240 7th Street SW

Naples, Florida 34119

Attorney for Personal Representative:
COLIN M. CAMERON
200 N.E. 4th Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972
(863) 763-8600
Fla. Bar No. 270441
319278 ON 5/1,8/09

NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE
COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT 
WILL HOLD A MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2009 AT 9:00 A.M. AT 
THE COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT’S FIELD OFFICE, 17429 NW 
242ND STREET, OKEECHOBEE, FL. A COPY OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA 
MAY BE OBTAINED UPON REQUEST FROM THE UNDERSIGNED. IF ANY 
PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DECISION BY THE BOARD WITH RE-
SPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING; THAT PERSON 
WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS AND FOR SUCH PURPOSES 
THAT PERSON MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS, WHICH INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON 
WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED, IS MADE. ANY PERSON WISHING TO 
SPEAK AT THE MEETING MUST HAVE THEIR NAME AND TOPIC PLACED ON 
THE AGENDA ONE WEEK BEFORE THE DATE OF THE MEETING. ALL PROP-
ERTY OWNERS WITHIN THE DISTRICT ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PER-
SONS NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION OR AN INTERPRETER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE PRECEEDINGS SHOULD CONTACT THE DISTRICT’S 
OFFICES BY CALLING (863)763-4601 AT LEAST TWO (2) DAYS PRIOR TO 
THE DATE OF THE MEETING.
NOTICE: COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT HAS AN ONGOING AQUAT-
IC SPRAY PROGRAM, DISTRICT WIDE.

WILLARD M. BYARS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
17429 NW 242ND STREET
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
(863)763-4601 OR (863)634-3166
319550 ON 5/1/09

CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the City Council of the City of 
Okeechobee will meet in Regular 
Session on Tuesday, May 5, 
2009, 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, 55 
SE 3rd Ave, Rm 200, Okeechobee, 
Florida.  The public is invited and 
encouraged to attend.  

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE AND BE AD-
VISED that no stenographic record 
by a certifi ed court reporter will be 
made of the foregoing meeting.  
Accordingly, any person who may 
seek to appeal any decision involv-
ing the matters noticed herein will 
be responsible for making a verba-
tim record of the testimony and 
evidence at said meeting upon 
which any appeal is to be based.  
Please contact City Administration 
at 863-763-3372, or website 
www.cityofokeechobee.com, to 
obtain a copy of the agenda. 

In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 
persons needing special accommo-
dation to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact the City 
Clerk’s Offi ce at 863-763-3372 for 
assistance. 

by: James E. Kirk, Mayor
    Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk
319270 ON 5/1/09

NOTICE OF
FOREFEITURE COMPLAINT

On March 5, 2009 in Okeechobee, 
Florida the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce seized and holds 
one yellow 2005 Ford Truck, 
VIN#1FTSW21P15EA53606, Flori-
da tag no. NC800F. A Complaint 
has been fi led in the Circuit Court 
in Okeechobee County, Florida.

Sheriff Paul May
Okeechobee County

Sheriff’s Offi ce
(863) 634-9231

318657 ON 4/24;5/1/09

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN AND 
FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2009-CA-255

H.G. CULBRETH, JR., and
JIM G. RUSSAKIS,
   Plaintiffs,
vs
J.C. WAGEN and N.M. LETTS, and 
each of the foregoing, who are not 
known to be alive or deceased, and if 
deceased, their unknown heirs, devi-
sees, grantees, creditors and all oth-
er parties claiming by, through, 
under or against them or either of 
them,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: J.C. Wagen, address unknown
      N.M. Letts, address unknown,
and each of the foregoing, who are 
not known to be alive or deceased, 
and if deceased, their unknown 
heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors 
and all other parties claiming by, 
through, under or against them or ei-
ther of them.

   YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that an action to Quiet Title on the 
following described property in Okee-
chobee County, Florida, to-wit:

   A parcel of land lying in the 
Northeast 1/4 of the South-
west 1/4 of Section 22, Town-
ship 33 South, Range 35 East, 
Okeechobee County, Florida, 
being more particularly de-
scribed as follows:

   BEGINNING at the Southwest 
corner of the said Northeast 
1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of 
Section 22, bear North 
00º26’07” West along the 
West line of the Northeast 1/4 
of the Southwest 1/4 of Sec-
tion 22, to the intersection 
with the South right-of-way of 
Osowaw Road, a distance of 
598.56 feet; thence bear North 
56º22’15” East along the said 
south right-of-way of Osowaw 
Road, a distance of 366.68 
feet; thence bear South 
00º18’10” East to the intersec-
tion with the South line of the 
Northeast 1/4 of the South-
west 1/4 of Section 22, a dis-
tance of 799.68 feet; thence 
bear South 89º38’00” West 
along the said South line of 
the Northeast 1/4 of the 
Southwest 1/4 of Section 22, 
a distance of 305.00 feet to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING.

has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on TOM 
W. CONELY, III. of CONELY & CONE-
LY, P.A., whose address is Post Of-
fi ce Drawer 1367, Okeechobee, 
Florida 34973-1367, and fi le the 
original with the Clerk of the above 
styled Court on or before 6/1/2009; 
otherwise a judgment may be en-
tered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.
   WITNESS my hand and the seal 
of said Court on April 23, 2009.

SHARON ROBERTSON
Clerk of Said Court

By: Vicki Rogers
Deputy Clerk

319024 ON 05/1,8/09

Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR
OKEECHOBEE  COUNTY

CIVIL DIVISION

BANK OF NEW YORK, ETC.
     Plaintiff
vs.      Case No. 47-2009-CA-000152
RAYMOND E. JOHNSON, et al,
    Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: RAYMOND E. JOHNSON
      Current Residence Unknown
      Last Known Address
      17128 Flying Fish Lane
      Summerland Key, FL 33042

   You are notifi ed that an action to 
foreclose a mortgage on the follow-
ing property in Okeechobee County, 
Florida:

  LOT 246, TREASURE ISLAND, UNIT 
8, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 3, PAGE 91, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

commonly known as 3014 SE 19th 
COURT, OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974 has 
been fi led against you and you are 
required to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses, if any, to it on Allison 
J. Brandt of Kass, Shuler, Solomon, 
Spector, Foyle & Singer, P.A., plain-
tiff’s attorney, whose address is P.O. 
Box 800, Tampa, Florida 33601, 
(813) 229-0900, on or before 30 
days from the fi rst day of publication 
and fi le the original with the Clerk of 
this Court either before service on 
the Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise, a default will 
be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint.
   Dated: 4/24/2009.

CLERK OF THE COURT
Honorable Sharon Robertson

312 N.W. Third Street
Okeechobee, Florida 34972

By: Arlene Nealis
Deputy Clerk

NOTICE REGARDING THE 
AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990: In 
accordance with the Americans 
With Disabilities Act, persons 
needing a special accommoda-
tion to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact Court 
Administration no later than 
seven days prior to the proceed-
ing at 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 
34986, 1-772-807-4370 within 
two working days of your receipt 
of this NOTICE: IF YOU ARE 
HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1-800-955-8771; IF YOU ARE 
VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 
1-800-955-8770.
319309 ON 5/1,8/09
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ACROSS
1 Clarinetist’s

supply
6 Maintain

10 Last word of
“America the
Beautiful”

13 “... then again, I
might be wrong”

14 “Ghostbusters”
goo

15 Car wash option
16 Always
18 “__ Gotta Be Me”
19 Feisty
20 Joined the mob?
22 Kind of antiseptic

acid
25 Space-saving

abbr.
26 Sometimes
33 City north of Lake

Tahoe
34 Muffin topper
35 Green prefix
36 Settle on
40 Hold in check
42 __ chi: martial art
43 TV handyman

Bob
45 New Rochelle

college
46 Rarely
51 Prince of

Broadway
52 Churchill’s

trademark salute
53 Entire spectra
56 Cinderella’s loss
61 King Kong, for

one
62 Never
65 Meditative sect
66 Smidgens
67 Where to find a

capo
68 No. after a phone

no.
69 Like a yenta
70 When some

news shows
begin

DOWN
1 Spreadsheet

lines
2 Burdon of the

Animals
3 __’acte

4 Persian Gulf
capital

5 Pay a visit
6 1930s Kansas

governor Landon
7 Itinerary word
8 Mideast honcho
9 Put one’s faith in

10 Unexpected
reversal, in slang

11 Overhang
12 Cut from the staff
14 Foam opening
17 Second word in

many fairy tales
21 Giant Hall of

Famer
23 Noted WWII

photo site, briefly
24 H.S. math 

course
26 Muse of love

poetry
27 Many a tofu eater
28 Fertilizer’s

purpose
29 Caviar, say
30 New beginning?
31 __ Lodge
32 With 60-Down,

baseball’s career
strikeout king

37 Villain who might
pull a 10-Down

38 Kind of ear or
soldier

39 Norwegian saint
41 Tiny Dickens boy
44 Six-pack muscles
47 Water under the

pont
48 Speaks like

Sylvester
49 Wrinkly fruit

50 Puzzle
53 Stare at the stars
54 Pinnacle
55 “Get outta here!”
57 Exam for 

pre-srs.
58 Fizzling sound
59 “Night” author

Wiesel
60 See 32-Down
63 UFO crew
64 House call?

By Dan Naddor
(c)2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 12/30/08

12/30/08

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

Sudoku Puzzle

READING A
NEWSPAPER
MAKES YOU A
MORE INFORMED
AND INTERESTING 
PERSON.

No wonder newspaper 
readers are more popular!

READING A
NEWSPAPER
HELPS YOU GET
INVOLVED IN THE
COMMUNITY.

No wonder newspaper 
readers have more fun!



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee is headed back to the post 
season after the baseball team went nine 
innings to defeat Lincoln Park 1-0 Tuesday 
night in the District 14-4A semifi nals.

Okeechobee (16-10), advanced to meet 
Fort Pierce Westwood in Thursday’s fi nal. 
The Panthers were a surprise upset winner 
of Jensen Beach, 14-0, in the other semifi -
nal.

“I still haven’t absorbed what just hap-
pened,” an ecstatic Brahmans Coach Dylan 
Tedders said afterward, “I’m just in awe. 
This game was awesome.”

Tedders had plenty of praise to go around. 
Pitcher Cameron Tewksbury pitched eight 
shutout innings. Shortstop Drew Selvey 
made several excellent defensive plays. 
Brice Buckner hit a double to start the win-
ning rally in the ninth.

“It was a game of highs and lows. I’m 
just speechless right now. I’m about ready 
to cry,” he added.

Tewksbury continued his dominance 
over the Greyhounds as he scattered four 
hits over eight innings before giving way to 
Jonathan Crawford in the ninth. He noted he 

felt he had good stuff right from the opening 
pitch. “We’re just excited. You saw the dog 
pile. That’s all I can really say. We just had to 
stay in it and get that run across.”

Lincoln Park didn’t get more than one 
runner on base in any inning until the ninth 
inning. Crawford came on and picked off a 
runner on third base to end the threat. He 
noted he liked being on the mound with the 
game on the line. “It gets you pumped up,” 
he said. “The runner was dancing around 
a little bit and Coach Ward said the pick-
off was open. I give the credit to Cameron 
Tewksbury. He did all the work and I got the 
win.”

Jordan Modine matched Tewksbury as 
he shut out Okeechobee for the fi rst seven 
innings. Okeechobee got a scratch single 
from Buckner in the fi rst, and then didn’t 
have another hit until the seventh. There was 
one questionable umpires call in the sec-
ond. Jonathan Crawford led off with a walk 
and went to second on a ground ball. The 
umpire ruled the second basemen tagged 
Crawford as he ran by. He then threw wildly 
to fi rst. Instead of fi rst and second and no 
one out, Okeechobee had a runner on fi rst 
and one out.

Dustin Stokes, who was injured Monday 
during a slide, and unable to play the fi eld, 
led off the seventh with a single. Adam Tewks-
bury couldn’t get the bunt down, and the in-
ning ended with Stokes caught trying to steal 
second. Brandon Farless nearly won the game 
with a blooper down the left fi eld line. Stokes 
ran all the way and would have scored on the 
play. The ball drifted into foul territory at the 
last minute.

Mike Minondo hit a two out single in the 
eighth inning, but was stranded, setting the 
stage for a dramatic ninth inning.

Buckner squared off against hard throw-
ing Kyle Davis to start the ninth. He found a 
pitch to his liking and slammed it into the gap 
in right center fi eld. Brice noted he has hit ev-
eryday to get ready and knew he couldn’t win 
the game with one swing, “I tunneled in and I 
was looking for a strike I could reach, I just hit 
it in the hole.”

Buckner wasn’t a player the last time 
Okeechobee went to the post season, but he 
hung around the team a lot and his father Ken-
ny was an assistant coach when the Brahmans 
went to the fi nal four. He noted that is some-
thing he’d like to repeat. “This is our run,” he 
said. “We want to share that experience, it’s 
a great feeling having the whole town behind 
you.”

With Buckner on second, Corey White 
came on to pinch run. LPA walked Dustin 
Stokes, and Adam Tewksbury laid down a 
perfect sacrifi ce bunt to put runners on sec-
ond and third. LPA then walked Crawford to 
load the bases. Mark Weir, who didn’t start the 

game, fell behind two strikes but had confi -
dence he could still make contact. Weir hit a 
triple on a two strike count on Monday night 
and this time knocked the ball over the pitch-
ers head. “I didn’t think the shortstop would 
have a play at home. When he fumbled it I 
knew we had it.”

White raced home with the winning run 
and the Brahmans erupted into a wild celebra-
tion.

The championship game was played Thurs-
day night in Fort Pierce. Okeechobee will also 
play in a regional playoff game next Tuesday.

Brahmans end post season drought in dramatic fashion

Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 

each package includes:

 

 

and family 

& JANE A. ILLUSTRATION

WEDDING

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

She is the daughter of Joseph and Jane 

SUSAN A. EXAMPLE

BIRTH

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ANNIVERSARY

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at 

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ENGAGEMENTJOSEPH W. EXAMPLE
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Dustin Stokes hammers a ball through 
the infi eld during the seventh inning of 
Tuesday’s game in Ft. Pierce.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Coach Dylan Tedders argues a call 
during the second inning of Tuesday’s 
game.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Adam Tewksbury (right) takes some 
practice swings during Tuesday’s 
game with Lincoln Park.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Cameron Tewksbury held LPA score-
less into the ninth inning Tuesday.

Spring cleaning yard sale
The Ladies Auxiliary 4137, 9985 N. Hwy 441, 

will hold a “Spring Cleaning” yard sale on May 2, 
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. You are invited to come 
and join the yard sale. The Ladies Auxiliary would 
appreciate 25 percent of your proceeds to be do-
nated to the ladies organization. All donations are 
appreciated. For further information call 863-763-
2552.

Fundraiser to benefi t the ARC
The Cypress Hut Eagles 4509, 4701 Hwy 441 

S., will hold a fundraiser on Saturday, May 2, for 
a new bus for the ARC of Okeechobee. Activities 
will begin at 1 p.m. A barbecue rib and chicken 
dinner will be available for a donation of $7. Din-
ner served at 5 p.m. For information call 863-467-
1154.

Community Event



5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce • 1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1 • Ft. Pierce 461-6000

CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673)

“From Our Family To Yours For Over 75 Years.”

# 1 V O L U M E F O R D D E A L E R O N T H E T R E A S U R E C O A S T ! *

2008

Monday–Friday
8am–8pm
Saturday
9am–5pm

Se Habla Español

SHELBY
& ROUSH

MUSTANGS
IN STOCK!

CALL NOW!

‘06SCION
XA

DARK GRAY, AUTO., LOW MILES

‘05FORD EXPLORER
SPORT TRAC XLT

HARD TO FIND, LEATHER,
SILVER, SWEET!

‘07CHEVY MONTE
CARLO LS

WHITE, EXTRA CLEAN, NONE NICER!

‘08FORD
FUSION SEL

3,200 MILES, AUTO., FRESH TRADE!

‘04CHEVY SILVERADO
1500 LS 4X4

SUPERCAB, BLACK, AUTO. & MORE!

‘04CHEVY SSR
CONVERTIBLE

HARD TOP, HARD TO FIND, 9K ORIGINAL
MILES, EXTRA CLEAN!

‘08FORD
MUSTANG GT

CALIFORNIA SPECIAL, RED METALLIC,
LEATHER, AUTO., HOT!

‘08CHEVY TAHOE
LTZ 4X4

BLACK, 6,900 MILES, LEATHER,
ALLOYS & MORE!

FORD CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

AS LOW AS 4.49% APR

$39,995

$24,895

$24,895

$16,995

$16,995

$14,295

$13,495

$9,995

Triton V8, Auto., Trailer Tow, All Power & More! #81161

$25,795

$475 per mo.

SAVE $9,000
FINAL PRICE

NEW
2009
FORD

Alloys, All Power, CD, Cruise & More! #9302

$22,995

$425 per mo.

EDGE SE

SAVE $4,510

MSRP ..........................$27,505
Dealer Discount ..............$510
Factory Rebate ............$4,000FINAL PRICE

NEW
2009
FORD

All Power, CD, Alloys, Tow Package & More! #9285

$26,499

$488 per mo.

F-150 CREW XLT

SAVE $6,441

MSRP ............................$32,940
Dealer Discount................$2,141
Factory Rebate................$3,000
Ford Credit Bonus Cash ..$1,000
Commercial Rebate............$300FINAL PRICE

NEW
2008
FORD

F-250 CREW 4X4

Power Windows/Locks, Auto., Cargo Pkg. & More! #9274

$19,599

$359 per mo.

SAVE $3,221

NEW
2009
FORD

ESCAPE

MSRP ..........................$22,820
Dealer Discount ..............$721
Factory Rebate ............$2,500FINAL PRICE

V6, Prem. Sport Pkg., Auto., 18” Alloys, Last One! #8302

$20,899

$388 per mo.

SAVE $5,011

NEW
2008
FORD

MUSTANG COUPE

MSRP ..........................$25,910
Dealer Discount ............$1,011
Factory Rebate ............$4,000FINAL PRICE

2 Door, All Power, CD, Alloys, Cruise & More! #9160

$13,857

$259 per mo.

SAVE $3,233

NEW
2009
FORD

FOCUS SE COUPE

FINAL PRICE

MSRP ..........................$17,090
Dealer Discount ..............$733
Factory Rebate ............$2,000
Ford Credit Bonus Cash..$500

MSRP ............................$34,795
Dealer Discount ..............$1,200
Factory Rebate................$7,000
Ford Credit Bonus Cash ....$500
Commercial Rebate............$300

FUSION & ESCAPE HYBRIDS IN STOCK!

Your Internet Representative Hank Basile at Sunrise-Ford.com

All new vehicles priced after rebates. Payments calculated at 72 months @ 8.59% APR WAC through Ford Motor Credit. 720 or above FICO score may be required. Commercial rebate on F-150 and F-250 requires proof of business liability insurance.
All prices plus tax, tag, license and $289 Dealer Fee down. Offers valid through 5/5/09. *Based on 2008 R.L. Polk total new retail vehicle sales registrations for the 4-county area of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties.
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4224 Highway 441 South • Okeechobee, FL • 863-357-0500

www.accardimilrotjeepchryslerdodge.com

FREE Barbecue
Saturday, May 2, 2009

11am to 2pm

Service Discounts - When You Need it Most!

New 2009 Dodge RAM 1500 QUAD CAB
• V-8

• AUTOMATIC

• NEWLY REDESIGNED

• A/C

• POWER WINDOWS & LOCKS

• 

$18,988
*Financing to qualified buyers w/approved credit on select vehicles.  Pictures are for illustration purposes only & may not depict actual vehicle.  Prices & payments plus tax, title, destination, lic. & doc. Price includes all

rebates and dealer incentives.  Dealer will not honor errors in advertisement.  EDAC1251

8880000--332299--44992266OFFER EXPIRES MAY 4, 2009.  ALL WORK PERFORMED BY MOPAR FACTORY TRAINED TECHS.

OFFER EXPIRES MAY 4, 2009.  ALL WORK PERFORMED BY MOPAR FACTORY TRAINED TECHS.

Beat the Heat!!! A/C Service

$89.95

• A/C AND COOLING SYSTEM INSPECTION
• EVAC AND RECHARGE SYSTEM UP TO 1 LB. OF 

REFRIGERANT
• CLEAN CONDENSER
• CHECK A/C AND VENTILATION PARAMETERS

OFFER EXPIRES MAY 4, 2009.  ALL WORK PERFORMED BY MOPAR FACTORY TRAINED TECHS. OFFER EXPIRES MAY 4, 2009.  ALL WORK PERFORMED BY MOPAR FACTORY TRAINED TECHS.
PLUS TAX

WE SELL TIRES!!!

FREE
ROTATIONS FOR LIFE!

NITROGEN FILLS UPON REQUEST

5 TIRES. . . .$29.00 • 7 TIRES. . . .$49.95

WITH PURCHASE OF ANY 4 TIRES!

Accardi/Milrot Service Inspections!!!

FREE
CODE CHECKS

ALIGNMENT CHECKS
A/C CHECKS

23 POINT COMPREHENSIVE
VEHICLE INSPECTION

50%
OFF

YOUR SERVICE
LABOR BILL
TODAY
$100.00 - $499.00 = 10% Off; $500.00 -

$999.00 = 25% Off; $1,000.00 = 50% Off
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