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Holiday celebration: Community choir presents Easter Cantata

Submitted photo/Anton Silva III
The Okeechobee Community Choir, under the direction of Sandy Perry, recently presented its 10th annual Easter Cantata at 
The First United Methodist Church. Forty-six singers from the following 15 local churches participated: Buckhead Ridge Chris-
tian, Church of Our Saviour, Dunklin Memorial Camp, First Baptist, First Baptist-Basinger, First Baptist-Lake Josephine, First 
United Methodist, KOA Community, Northside Baptist, New Testament Baptist, Okeechobee Presbyterian, Peace Lutheran, 
Sacred Heart Catholic, Seventh-day Adventist, and Westside Christian. DVDs from this cantata and the ’08 Christmas cantata 
are available for $10 each. Call 863-634-7714 for details. Front row Seated (left to right): Glenda Fulwider, Arleen Fanter, Elsie 
Landers, Becky Fleeger, and Betsy Cheney. Second row (Seated): Patty Cook, Bonnie Thomas, Joy Kidwell, Doris Hansen, 
Marlene Burns, Donna Williams, and Sandy Perry, Director. Third row (Standing): Shelby Padgett (Guest Soloist), Nicolle Wood 
(Narrator), Jane Frey, Faye Haverlock, Wynnefred Shepard, Kathryn Wilkinson, Laura Maye Evans, Les Snider and Michael 
Hayes, Accompanist. Fourth Row: Alton Padgett (Guest Soloist), Erin Ellinger, Victoria Williams, Cathy Wolford, Dale Bryant, 
Betty Clement, Melisa Eddings, JoAnn Kane, and Jim Leidy (portrayed Jesus). Fifth row: Don Kovacs, Callixto Esparagoza, 
Albert Cauilan, Elsie Ratliff, Bob Hansen, Karyne Brass, Norma Entry, Connie Davis, George Clement, and Lister Goble. Sixth 
row: John Olsen (Guest Violinist), Anton Silva III, Lonnie Kirsch, Michael Hutchison, Rahl Wilkinson, John Suffi cool, John 
Koepke, Paul Beattie, Mike Zierden, Keith Abbott and Dave Fanter. Not pictured: Christine Jones and  Elsie Taylor. The pies 
from the beautifully-restored l945 Reuter Pipe Organ are in the background.

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

“If it’s not thing, it’s another” as 
Gilda Radner’s character Roseanna 
Roseannadanna used to say on the 
old television program “Saturday 
Night Live. 

At their meeting on Thursday, 
April 9, Okeechobee County Com-
missioners considered another 
source of revenue which, although 
not an ad valorum tax, would be 
borne by the county residents.

Commissioners discussed the 
possibility of entering a franchise 
agreement with Florida Power & 

Light (FPL). The utility already has 
180 franchises in the state, most 
are with municipalities, including 
the City of Okeechobee, about a 
dozen are with counties.

While the term “non-exclusive” 
is used in the proposed agreement 
to refer to granting FPL the right to 
operate in the unincorporated ar-
eas of the county, there is language 
that allows the utility to cancel the 
agreement if a competing source of 
electricity comes into the county.

In return FPL would pay the 
county 5.9 percent of their income 
from electricity used in the county. 

This 5.9 percent would be passed 
directly on to FPL’s customers in 
the county.  

“I see a lot of possibilities in 
this but I think we need to be very 
careful,” said Commissioner Ray 
Domer. If managed properly he felt 
it could be a fair way to fi nance lo-
cal government. 

“What you are doing in effect is 
increasing the taxes of the people 
in Okeechobee County,” stated re-
tired attorney Bill Dover.

County attorney John Cassels 
looked at it differently 

“FPL is offering you a non ad 

valorum revenue stream,” the 
county attorney said. 

The proposed agreement was 
presented by Brian Armstrong of 
Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson, a law 
fi rm specializing in representing lo-
cal governments. He said in effect 
the fee the county would receive 
was rental for use of the county 
right of way and a means to pay 
the cost of regulation of the right of 
way. In some cases FP&L poles are 
also used for cable television and 
other purposes. 

County considers FPL franchise

See COUNTY — Page 2



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A local woman was arrested after she al-
legedly hit the father of her child with what is 
believed to be a tire changing tool.

Shemeka Voncha Pryor, 22, N.E. Third St., 

Okeechobee, was arrested Friday, April 3, on 
a felony charge of aggravated domestic bat-
tery. She was booked into the Okeechobee 
County Jail under a bond of $5,000.

According to an arrest report by Deputy 
Joseph Hall, of the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the man was at-
tacked by his former girlfriend while he 
played with his 1-year-old son in the living 
room of a cousin’s house

While the father had his son in his lap 
Pryor reportedly started swinging the tool at 
the man, stated Deputy Hall. To protect his 
son, the man put up his arm and was struck 
in the left forearm, the report added.

The man received two small cuts to his 
arm, stated the report.

Deputy Hall said another women stepped 
in between the man and woman, then made 
Pryor leave the home.

The OCSO report does not indicate if the 
baby was injured.
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Mr. Armstrong said the franchise 
could be written to include 5.9 percent 
of FP&L’s income from uses of their 
power poles other than for electrical 
transmission. He added that the fee from 
a franchise agreement could be a bond-
able revenue stream for the county.

While commissioners took no action, 
from the amount of interest expressed, 
no doubt the topic will be pursued fur-
ther. 

Post your opinions in the Public Issues 
Forum at www.newszap.com.

County
Continued From Page 1

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The situation for an Orlando man went 
from bad to worse Wednesday when he was 
arrested on a warrant and then arrested a 
second time on a felony drug charge.

Jose Edil Vasquez, 36, Woodruff Drive, 
was arrested April 8 at the Okeechobee 
County Jail on a charge of possession of co-
caine. His bond has been set at $10,000.

An arrest report by Deputy Brian Cross, 
of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), states that he pulled a car over 
around  10:30 p.m. Wednesday because the 

tag light was not working.
As the deputy was running a warrants 

check he received a ‘hit’ on 
Vasquez, the passenger in 
the 1994 Oldsmobile, stat-
ed the report. The check 
indicated that the man was 
wanted in Osceola County 
on a charge of possession 
of cocaine.

While booking Vasquez 
at the county jail, he was 
acting very nervous and 
kept saying he had to go to 

the bathroom, the report stated. When Dep-
uty Cross and OCSO Deputy Corporal Timo-
thy Higgins took the man to the restroom 
he asked to be left alone, but the deputies 
refused to do that.

Deputy Cross said it was later learned 
that Vasquez had a plastic baggie hidden 
in his left sock that contained a white pow-
dery substance. When the substance was 
fi eld tested it indicated a positive result for 
the presence of cocaine, the deputy’s report 
stated.

According to Deputy Cross, the suspected 
cocaine weighed 3 grams.

Man arrested in jail on drug charge

Jose Edil
Vasquez

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man was arrested af-
ter he reportedly tried to strangle a former 
girlfriend. Bill Clemons, 21, was arrested 
Wednesday, April 8, on a charge of felony 
battery - domestic battery by strangula-
tion. He was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail under a bond of $20,000. 
According to an arrest report by Deputy 
Justin Akins, of the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), Clemons found 
his former girlfriend at a home belonging 
to a friend on April 6, around 10:35 p.m. 

Then, at some point, he put his hands 
around the neck of the 22-
year-old woman and be-
gan to strangle her.

The report said a male 
friend of the girl pulled 
Clemons off the victim just 
before she passed out.

Deputy Akins said the 
woman’s neck was red and 
he could also see a hand 
impression on her neck.

The deputy’s report 
goes on to indicate that he received word 

Tuesday night that Clemons may be armed 
with a .32 caliber handgun. 

Deputy Akins, along with OCSO Deputy 
Lieutenant Joe Ortega and Deputy Steven 
McKinley, began searching for the man in 
the area of the Okeechobee County Exten-
sion Offi ce on U.S. 98 N.

Shortly after midnight OCSO Detective 
Marty Faulkner and Deputy Akins found 
Clemons on N.W. Fifth St. 

Deputy Akins went on to state in his re-
port that when Clemons was arrested he 
was not in possession of a handgun.

Man accused of strangling ex-girlfriend

Bill Clemons

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

Up in the air
Workmen are seen on the roof the 
new Hampton Inn next to the post 
offi ce. The hotel is rapidly nearing 
completion and is scheduled to 
open this summer.

Woman accused of striking ex-beau

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A woman was arrested and booked into 
the county jail after she allegedly stabbed 
her husband during an argument.

Nelida Miriam Frost, 20, N.E. 13th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Wednesday, 

April 8, on a felony charge of aggravated 
battery. She was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail under a bond of $10,000.

An arrest report by Deputy Donald Ellis, 
of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), states that Frost and her husband 
had apparently been arguing. That argu-

ment escalated to the point that the wom-
an grabbed a non-serrated steak knife and 
stabbed her husband in the upper left arm, 
the report added.

The victim was transported to Rauler-
son Hospital for treatment, Deputy Ellis 
stated.

Woman accused of stabbing spouse



The following individuals were arrested 
on felony or driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) charges by the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Department of Corrections (DOC).

• Cole Anthony Underhill, 26, S. Parrott 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested April 7 by 
Deputy Mark Shireman on warrants charging 
him with violation of probation - resisting a 
law enforcement offi cer with violence (two 
counts) and violation of probation - driv-
ing while license suspended/revoked (two 
counts). He is being held without bond.

• Melissa Wise, 26, Okeechobee, was 
arrested April 7 by Deputy Sergeant J. Royal 

on an Okeechobee County warrant charging 
her with amended violation of probation - 
driving under the infl uence. Her bond was 
set at $500.

• Gerald Warren McMillan, 41, Okeecho-
bee, was arrested April 7 by Deputy Sgt. J. 
Royal on an Okeechobee County warrant 
charging him with violation of probation - 
aggravated battery. He is being held without 
bond.

• Billy Ray Windham, 31, N.E. Eighth 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested April 8 by 
Deputy Donnie Holmes on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with sale of 
cocaine and possession of cocaine with in-
tent to sell. His bond was set at $30,000.

• James Henry Shock, 23, Okeechobee, 
was arrested April 8 by Deputy Matthew 

Hurst on a warrant charging him with felony 
petit theft. His bond was set at $2,500.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or 
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confi rmed and printed.

Arrest Report

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

LAKE PLACID -- A Highlands County 
grand jury Tuesday returned a true bill to 
indict a Lake Placid man for the November 
2008 murder of a former Okeechobee resi-
dent.

Juan Carlos Morales, 30, has been offi -
cially charged with fi rst degree murder and 
is being held without bond in the Highlands 
County Jail, said Assistant State Attorney 
Steve Houchin on Wednesday, April 8.

Morales is accused of killing Michael 
Vernon Arnold, 29, around 5:49 p.m. on 

Monday, Nov. 3, 2008. Mr. Arnold, who was 
living in Lake Placid a the 
time, is a former resident of 
Okeechobee County.

Mr. Houchin said there 
were apparently hard feel-
ings between the two men. 
He declined to say any 
more in regard to a pos-
sible motive for the alleged 
shooting.

Morales is accused 
of shooting Mr. Arnold 
through the right eye with 
a shotgun at close range, Mr. Houchin said.

When law enforcement arrived at Mr. Ar-
nold’s home they found the man lying on his 
back in the driveway to his home, said Mr. 
Houchin.

The prosecutor said Morales was fi rst ar-
rested shortly after the killing when investi-
gators went to his home to talk to him in No-
vember of last year. For some reason, said 
Mr. Houchin, Morales kneed a deputy in the 
groin and was then arrested for battery on a 
law enforcement offi cer.

Morales was released on bond, then ar-
rested again on a charge of aggravated as-
sault and for discharging a fi rearm. That fi re-
arm, said Mr. Houchin, turned out to be the 

same shotgun that is believed to have killed 
Mr. Arnold.

Mr. Houchin said it has not been decided 
yet if the state will seek the death penalty in 
the murder case.

The murder case will be prosecuted by 
Assistant State Attorney David Ward.

Lake Placid man charged in Arnold murder case
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Juan Carlos
Morales

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A local handyman has been booked into 
the Okeechobee County Jail on several fel-
ony charges including grand theft and forg-
ery.

Paul Brian Collison, 39, S.E. 33rd Ter-
race, was arrested Thursday, April 9, on 
felony charges of grand theft, forgery (nine 
counts) and uttering a forged instrument 
(nine counts). He was also arrested on a 
misdemeanor charge of fi ling a false report 
to law enforcement. His bond has been set 
at $47,750.

Collison was arrested Thursday by De-

tective Susan Morrison, of the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (OCSO), after local bank tell-
ers identifi ed him as cashing the 
checks in question.

Detective Morrison said the case 
actually started March 28 when 
Collison fi led a complaint with 
OCSO Deputy Cari Arnold stating 
that three checks had been cashed 
against his bank account by an in-
dividual. Collison reportedly told 
the deputy that the individual had signed his 
name and account number on the checks 
then cashed them.

However, there was a problem with that 

allegation.
“The victim was in a hospital at the 

time she was alleged to have commit-
ted the offense,” said OCSO Detective 
Ted Van Deman.

On Friday, April 3, the woman al-
leged to have stolen the checks fi led 
a complaint with OCSO Deputy Jo-
seph Hall. Her complaint stated that 
nine of her checks had been stolen 
and cashed for a total of $1,430. The 
detective’s arrest report indicates that 

she spoke with several bank tellers at a local 
bank and they identifi ed Collison as the per-
son who endorsed the checks and cashed 
them.

Local handyman charged with forgery

Paul Brian
Collison
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Water restrictions
I would like to know how they can put 

water resrictions on private wells? To the 
best of my knowledge, I still own the min-
eral rights on my property. So, who are they 
to say that i cant use my own water! People 
with there own wells need to wise up to this! 
We are not the ones who pumped all the wa-
ter out of the lake when we got it back. They 
are forceing these water restrictions and still 
making pulse releases from the lake. Whats 
the people of okeechobees opinion, I would 
love to know.

• With the prediction of upcoming 
droughts I would suspect this may cause 
problems to the aquifer. Saltwater intrusion 
due to the lack of freshwater could cause 
major issues. My yard suits me fi ne without 
watering. Course we don’t live next to the 
Jones’ either. Never the less many a busi-
ness round here don’t know we be on 2 
days a week restrictions. Water away. Just 
my two pennies.

• I believe most private wells are in the 
surfi cial aquifer and when you draw water 
from that you’re also pulling water your 
neighbors might need or use. The well 
doesn’t know where your property line is 
when it starts drawing water and I don’t 
think water is included in mineral rights.

• We live up in Indian Hammock and 
thus fall under St Johns water dist and YES 
private wells are subject to restrictions.....
Why would anyone want to WASTE water 
in their yards when we are heading towards 
yet another dry rainy season..For our house 
, having water to drink and do laundry is 
more important than a green yard.. I do 
however hand water my plants and the dry 
spots in the yard... Our pond level shows up 
the true water table and therefore we  watch 
the level very closely. We ALL need to pitch 
in and do our part so WE all have water for 
the necessities of LIFE !

 No fi reworks this year
• I read in the paper that the city and the 

county have decided not to fund any fi re-
works this year and so the community fi re-
works show will have to be cancelled unless 
someone comes up with a good fundraising 
plan very soon. In is economy, I can under-
stand not wanting to spend money on some-
thing to blow up. But it is depressing to think 
of the Fourth of July with no fi reworks.

• Call NASA, I think they might be willing 
to move the shuttle launch to Okeechobee 
and blast off on the 4th.

• Man, this economy ... it stinks.
• When they had the fi reworks down at 

the lake, that’s when fi reworks were good. 
Then the powers that be decided that they 
needed to justify the ag center, so they took 
the fi reworks away.

• I thought having the fi reworks at the 
Agri-Civic Center was much safer. When 
they had them at the lake, there was a huge 
traffi c problem, also people drinking beer 
and setting off their own fi reworks made the 
crowded parking area unsafe. Then, after 
the fi reworks, the traffi c was a nightmare. It 
would take an hour or more to get out of 
the parking lot.  The parking is much bet-
ter at the Agri Center, and that long driveway 
makes it a lot easier for people to come and 
go without backing up traffi c on the high-
way.

•Maybe Zambellis will still host the 
Okeechobee Blast down at Okee-Tantie in 
the fall as they have in the past. They put on 
a terrifi c fi reworks show as a donation to the 
county.

Teachers losing jobs
•  Maybe the School Board should be 

looking into the people on the top because 
they are responsible for not getting rid of the 
poor performing principals or the principals 
with too many complaints against them.

• What happened to Florida lottery help-
ing the schools, with the stakes being high? 
You know a lot of people play the games. 
Also my school taxes went up this year, so 
this is a hard one to follow. Actually schools 
taxes and non-ad were not touched only the 
county portion atleast in ‘chobee.

• When it all boils down, it comes to the 
amount of money we have to cover all we 
have been covering when times have been 
good. Some children may end up being 
transported farther away from their homes 
to be educated, as schools close. If worse 
comes to worst, it could happen that there 
would not be a school open close enough to 
the homes of many to make it even sensible 
to transport the children. I would make sure 
that I had books enough on hand for the 
present and future needs of my children, ac-
cording to their age so that they could con-
tinue studying at home. If we go into a ma-
jor economic collapse and then eventually 
recover to build the education system back 
up again, “they” would likely institute some 
program of testing to determine where the 
children belong, and I would not want mine 
to be too far behind in their studies for their 
age.

• I  truly feel for the teachers and all school 
employees during the next few weeks.  I 
think it is a shame that if the school district 
is planning on cutting more, why did they 
not inform those teachers prior to spring 
break.  At least the teachers could have had 
time to regroup and possibly use the time to 
fi nd other employment for the next school 
year.  It is my understanding from the post-
ings that the school board will be voting on 
the cuts at the next board meeting.  How is 
it that some have already been told that they 
are not rehired for the next year?  

• With the economy like it is, it is inevi-
table that it would affect the school system. 
They are trying to cope like the rest of the 
organizations and businesses. They have a 
budget like everyone else, and they have to 
fi gure out what to do with the money they 
have. Something has got to give when you 
just don’t have the money to operate like 
you have been in the past. 

• I’m feel fortunate to have my children 
in this school system. I feel like it is very well 
run, and when compared to other districts 
that are closing schools and laying off hun-
dreds of employees, it make me appreciate 
it even more. I think we should give credit 
to the superintendent who is making some 
hard decisions right now.

Raised in a small town?
• You may have come from a small 

town if: You can name everyone you gradu-
ated with; You know what 4-H means; you 
went to parties at a pasture, barn, gravel pit, 
or in the middle of a dirt road; on Monday 
you could always tell who was at the party 
because of the scratches on their legs from 
running through the woods when the party 
was busted; You used to “drag” Main Street; 
You could never buy cigarettes because all 
the store clerks knew how old you were 
(and if you were old enough, they’d tell your 
parents anyhow); You didn’t give directions 
by street names but rather by references. 
Turn by Nelson’s house, go 2 blocks to An-
derson’s, and it’s four houses left of the track 
fi eld; The gym teacher suggested you haul 
hay for the summer to get stronger; Direc-
tions were given using THE stop light as a 
reference.

• This reminds me of the “you might be 
from Okeechobee” comments. You might 
be from Okeechobee if when you give direc-
tions, you refer to landmarks that no longer 
exist. (“They hold the Free Fair in that fi eld 
next to where the city water tower used to 
be.) You might be from Okeechobee if you 
know exactly how many bales of hay your 
family car can hold. If you have ever ridden 
a horse through a drive-thru, you might be 
from Okeechobee.

Bats around here?
• The Okeechobee News had an article 

about bats (the fl ying, bug-eating kind) re-
cently. Are there bats around here? I’ve nev-
er seen any.

• There are lots of bats around, look just 
at sunset and you can see them fl ying some-
times. I heard there was a “bat survey” done 
recently by some bat group (not the one 
with Robin in it) and they found some rare 
bats out near the Kissimmee River.

• Don’t touch them unless you want to 
go through the rabies treatment.

Speak Out has moved online, where 
it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!
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Beware of 
stray bullets

I am writing to warn my neighbors in the 
Everglades School area to be alert regarding 
their pets and their children. 

My friend and neighbor called me re-
cently and asked me to come over to look 
at his cat. She was dragging her leg around 
the house. This is an older, overweight very 
shy cat. She stays in the general area of her 
home and does not wander around far. He 
took the cat to the vet and was told that she 
was shot with a 22 caliber rifl e. Her front leg 
is shattered and part of the bullet imbedded 
into her foreleg. This had to have happened 
sometime around Monday, March 30. 

We live within yards of Everglades El-
ementary School. Obviously some moron 
is shooting a rifl e in a highly populated resi-
dential neighborhood. Bad enough he shot 
a defenseless cat, but he could have shot 
someone’s child cutting through the woods 
or walking the street. 

The cat’s owner was scheduled to leave 
for a vacation to Germany. I did counsel him 
to call the police to report it, don’t know if 
he ever did. 

I am sure whoever it was doing the shoot-
ing intended to get the cat but a stray bullet 

could have gotten anyone in a residential 
area. 

And worse, if it is teenagers, they are 
walking around with a loaded weapon look-
ing for trouble. Whoever it was took an aw-
ful chance in that area. 

I want whoever did it to know we are 
aware and the cat lived. If the shooter reads 
this -- the cat is alive but in pain and medi-
cated. 

Be grateful you didn’t accidently shoot 
someone’s child. What goes around comes 
around. Your turn will come. 

Debra A. Martin 
Okeechobee

Mental health 
services needed

Most of you have heard or read that ef-
forts are under way in the Florida Legislature 
to again cut funding for community mental 
health services across our state. To say these 
services are vital and are lifesavers to Flo-
ridians with mental health needs is an un-
derstatement. Florida cannot afford to lose 
cost-effective alternatives. Should these cuts 
materialize, Florida will undoubtedly spend 
more for prisons/jails, hospitals, forensic 
units and other deep-end services.

It is a long established fact that commu-
nity based supports work and are also very 
cost effective.

Florida still ranks 48th out of 51 in per 
capita spending for mental health treatment, 
and the National Alliance on Mental Illness 
just recently down-graded Florida’s mental 
health system from a C to a D. We are head-
ed in the wrong direction.

As I’ve said many times, funding com-
munity mental health and substance abuse 
services is simply smart policy!

I strongly encourage anyone who reads 
this letter, on behalf of those we serve - to 
join me in urging Governor Crist and state 
lawmakers to not cut funding for mental 
health and substance abuse services.

Thank you,
John B. Romano
President/CEO, New Horizons of 

Okeechobee and the Treasure Coast

VFW Post 9528 
says thank you

VFW Post 9528, VFW Ladies Auxiliary 
and the VFW Men’s Auxiliary would like to 
graciously thank all the sponsors and indi-
viduals who helped us put together a very 
successful “Casino, VFW Style” evening at 
our Post Home in Buckhead Ridge. Proceeds 
will go to the Children And Families In Need 
Fund through the Ladies Auxiliary.

A special thanks goes to all the people 
on the committees of the VFW Ladies Aux-
iliary and the Men’s Auxiliary for all their 
hard work in putting this event together. 
Our sponsors were Brighton Seminole Ca-

sino, Morgan Furniture, Tires Plus, KOA Golf 
Resort, Okeechobee Country Club, Spring 
Lake Golf Resort in Sebring, Home Depot, 
WinnDixie, Good Spirits Lounge, Margie’s 
Cookies, W&W Hardware Co., the Stitching 
Post, Hungry Howie’s Pizza, Jersey Mike’s 
Subs, the Landing Strip Cafe, Joey’s Pizza, 
Sue’s Place, CVS Pharmacy, the Donut Con-
nection, Pueblo Viejo Mexican Restaurant, 
Travel Lodge Suites, Mid Florida Hardware, 
Ding a Ling Deli, the Oil Can, Gizmo’s Pizza 
and Subs, the Tire Zone, Five Guys Restau-
rant and the many people who anonymous-
ly donated gifts and prizes for a good cause.

We would also like to thank all those 
important people who volunteered their 
time and energy to this great cause and we 
apologize but there are too many names to 
mention individually. We would also like to 
thank those people from the Big O RV Park 
and Moose Lodge 2417 that helped with 
their time and donated materials to make 
this a big success; everything you have done 
is greatly appreciated. If we have inadver-
tently missed anyone please know that we 
thank you also. 

For those who donated non-perishable 
foods for the poor, homeless and needy, we 
thank you. Two cases of food was collected 
and donated to the mission.

Hope to see you next year!
Sincerely,
Robert Hare, 

Commander VFW Post 9528
Virginia Goetz, President, 

LVFW Auxiliary
Tom Barr, President, 

VFW Men’s Auxiliary

Letters to the Editor

Friday
Tops Take off Pounds Sensibly #669 meets at 9 a.m. at the First United Methodist 

Church, 200 N.W. Second St. The public is invited. Anyone interested in a sensible approach 
to losing weight and becoming a part of a caring group is welcome to come and see what 
we are all about. For information, contact Ollie Morgret at 800-932-8677.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, Okeechobee, (Behind 
Napa Auto Parts) N.A. Sickest Of The Sick 8 p.m. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is 
not affi liated with any 12 step fellowships.

A.A. meeting from noon until 1 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. 
Second St. This is an open meeting.

A.A. meets from 8 until 9 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 200 N.W. Third St. This is 
an open speaker meeting.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a weekly meeting. Overeaters Anonymous (OA) 
meets at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. Parrott Avenue on Fridays, 6 until 
7 p.m. (Use 4th Street entrance.) Overeaters Annonymous is not a diet club. There are no 
dues, fees or weigh-ins. The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop eating 
compulsively. For more information call Loretta at 863-763-7165 or 863-697-0206.

Restoration ministries meets the second Friday of each month to help with addictions, 
depression, etc., at 7 p.m. For more information call Miss Kathy at 863-357-9083.

Saturday
Worship in Song at the Living Word of Faith Church of Okeechobee, 1902 S. Parrott 

Ave., on the second Saturday of the month beginning at 6 p.m. There is no charge to attend 
and all Christian singers and musicians are welcome to take part. For information, contact 
the church at 863-763-6869; Pastor Lee Minton at 863-763-3373; or, Sister Yvonne Price at 
863-467-6657.

Teen Talk from 6 until 8 p.m. at the Jesus Holy Ghost Crusade Mission, 1401 N.E. Park 
St. Every teen is invited. Topics of education include: AIDS; free HIV testing; STDs; personal 
issues; domestic violence; abstinence; abuse of drugs; sex abuse; plus, educational materials 
and prevention tools. Call 863-634-9340 or 863-357-6248, for information.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, Okeechobee, (Behind 
Napa Auto Parts) A.A. weekend noon; N.A. Sickest Of The Sick Group 7 p.m.; N.A. No-
where Left To Go Group open discussion 8 p.m. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is 
not affi liated with any 12 step fellowships.

A.A. meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. Parrott 
Ave. It will be a closed discussion.

The Society of Young Magicians will meet from 10 until 11 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church in Avon Park. For information, call Dick Laneau at 863-467-9540 or 727-
345-4323.

The Living Word of Faith, 1902 S. Parrott Ave., gospel music sing at 6 p.m. For 
information call 863-763-6869.

Community Calendar

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 86. South southeast wind between 10 and 15

mph. 

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 64. South southeast wind between 5 

and 10 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Saturday: A 20 percent chance of showers after 2pm. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 

89. Southwest wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 63. Northwest wind around 5 mph. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 87. Northeast wind around 5 mph. 

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 64. East wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Okeechobee Forecast

The Florida Lottery: Numbers selected Wednesday in the Florida Lottery are: Cash 3: 

3-3-8; Play 4: 8-6-1-2; Fantasy 5: 4-15-23-32-36; Lotto: 5-7-31-39-44-45; Powerball: 1-6-

48-52-56 PB9 x5. Numbers selected Thursday are: Cash 3: 8-7-1; Play 4: 4-4-0-3.

Lottery Numbers

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads

Your community directory is a click away!



Public hearing 
on education grant

The Okeechobee County School Board 
will conduct a public hearing on participa-
tion in the Indian Education Formula Grant 
Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 9:00 am in Room 
302 at 700 SW 2nd Avenue. The purpose of 
the meeting is to explain the goals of the 
2008-2009 grant and activities associated 
with the Title VII program. Any questions 
or comments please contact Leslie Lundy at 
462-5000 ext 259.

VA Health Care 
Enrollment relaxed

The Dept of Veterans Affairs has received 
increased funding to alleviate some of the 
restrictions on Priority Group 8 enrollment. 
Veterans previously denied VA health care 
due to excess income might now be eligible. 
The new provision requires the veterans in-
come not to exceed the Geographic Means 
Test Threshold (GMTT) by 10 percent and 
goes into effect June 2009. Veterans whose 
applications were submitted prior to Jan 1, 
2009 and were disapproved due to the GMTT 
will have to re-submit in order to be consid-
ered for the new provision. For further infor-
mation or to re-submit, contact the County 
Veterans Services Offi cer, Betsy Grinslade, at 
863-763-8124. 

FOE 4137 hosts children’s 
Easter party

The FOE 4137 Ladies Auxiliary, 9985 Hwy 
441 North, will host a children’s Easter party 
on Saturday, April 11, from 2 until 4 p.m. for 
children ages 0-16. Children must be signed 
up in advance. For further information call 
863-763-2552.

Nutrition class to be held
Dr. Edward Douglas will teach a CRA Nu-

tritional Analysis Class on Monday, April 13 
at 5:30 p.m. at Douglas Chiropractic and Fit-
ness Center. For more information call 863-
763-4320.

Babysitter’s Training Class
The Okeechobee Service Center of 

the American Red Cross will be holding 
a Babysitter’s Training class on Monday, 
April 13. Time: 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m., at the 
American Red Cross, Okeechobee Service 
Center, 323 N. Parrott Ave. Cost: $40. Prereq-
uisite: Youth Ages 11 through 14 yrs. of age. 
For more information or to register, please 
call (863)763-2488 as space is limited. Lunch 
will be provided and participants will receive 
their Red Cross certifi cation card the day of 
the training as well as the Babysitter’s Train-
ing package.

Support group hosts seminar
The Okeechobee Autism Support Group 

will hold a teacher/counselors/supporters 
seminar on April 15 at 3 p.m. Contact Cath-
leen Blaire for more information at 863-462-
5000 ext. 256.

Prom Dress Rescue 2009
Now in our third year, we stand ready to 

start the “gathering of the gowns.” All gowns 
can be dropped off at the high school gate-
house, for your convenience anytime during 
school hours. The fi tting of the gowns will 
be April 15, 16, and 17, in the media cen-
ter at the high school, during school hours. 
For more information call Pam Chesley at 
863-946-2736 or 863-634-7158.

Preschool holds open house
Parents of youngsters, who will be eligible 

for kindergarten during the 2009-10 school 
year are invited to a kindergarten open house 
at Peace Lutheran Preschool and Kindergar-
ten. Parents may examine the curriculum, 
view the classroom, and meet the teacher 
from 3:30 until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, April 
15. Peace Lutheran is located at 750 N.W. 
23rd Lane. Appointments may be made on 
individual basis for those who cannot attend 
by calling the school offi ce at 863-763-7566. 
Refreshments will be served.

Healthy Start Board of 
Directors meet

The Board of Directors of the Okeecho-
bee Healthy Start Coalition will meet on 
Wednesday, April 15 at 11:30 a.m., in their 
offi ce, located at 575 S.W. 28th Street, within 
the New Endeavors School Building. This 
meeting is open to the public. For more in-
formation please contact Executive Director, 
Kay Begin at 863-462-5877.

IRSC to host ‘Credit repair’ 
seminar

The Entrepreneur Development & Cor-
porate & Community Training Institutes @
IRSC, Small Business Development Center 
@ IRSC, the Economic Council of Okeecho-
bee and the SBDC @ Florida Gulf Coast 
University cordially invite you to a FREE 
seminar, “Restoring your credit,” on 
Thursday, April 16, from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m. at the Williamson Conference and 
Educational Center, IRSC - Dixon Hendry 
Campus, Okeechobee.

Everyone is invited to attend the FREE 
“Learn @ Lunch” seminars. Please feel free 
to bring your own lunch. Seating is limited. 
You must RSVP to attend. To register go to 
the CCTI website @ www.irsc.edu/ccti. 

IRSC presents ‘Around the 
World’ program

Around the World in Eighty Minutes,” 
April 16-18, at 8 p.m. and April 18, at 
2 p.m. McAlpin Fine Arts Center, IRSC Main 
Campus, 3209 Virginia Avenue in Fort Pierce. 
The IRSC Wind Ensemble features the rich-
ness and beauty of music around the world. 
Tickets are $12. Call the IRSC Box Offi ce at 
1-800-220-9915.

Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Clifford Cletus Betts Sr.
IDEAL, Ga. — Clifford Cletus Betts Sr., of Ideal, 

died April 6, 2009, in Crisp Regional Hospital, 
Cordele, after an extended illness. 

Mr. Betts was a decorated World War II vete-
ran, retired U.S. Civil Engineer, retired Postmas-
ter from Okeechobee, Fla., and has been a 
pastor for the past 17 years.

He was married to Mary Eldred Reeves for 49 
years until her death.

He is survived by his wife, Betty Joyce Collier 
Betts; son, Clifford C. Betts Jr. of Okeechobee, 
Fla.; daughter, Rose Mary Ayers (Steve) of Dou-
glasville; son, Lloyd W. Betts (Jeanette) of 
Mauk; son, George M. Betts (Marilyn) of Powder 
Springs; step-daughter, Marie Staupe (Mike) of 
Oglethorpe; stepson, David Stafford of Cordele. 
He has 17 grandchildren and 25 great-grandchil-
dren and numerous nieces and nephews. 

Funeral service was held April 9, 2009 at Gray 
Funeral Home in Union Springs, Ala. Services 
were conducted by Rev. Curtis Curtsey of Baker-
fi eldBaptistChurch, Montezuma. Burial followed 
in Sandfi eld Cemetery, Pike County, with Gray 
Funeral Home directing.

Jesse K. ‘Doc’ Roller, 82
OKEECHOBEE — Jesse K. “Doc” Roller, age 

82, of Okeechobee died April 8, 2009.
Born Oct. 6, 1926 in Bennettsville, S.C., to Pete 

and Carol Lee Roller, he 
came to Okeechobee over 65 
years ago.

He was the Produce Man-
ager at the A & P and then 
owned and operated Doc’s 
Refrigeration. He loved to 
feed the birds at the lake.

Mr. Roller is survived by his 
son, Timothy Roller (Ter-
rie) of Okeechobee; 
two daughters, Sylvia D’Avanzo (James) of San 
Dimas, Calif., and Tammy Jo Clark (Terry) of 
Stuart; eight grandchildren, Nicky D’Avanzo, 
Jammie Shedden, Tiffany Roller, Charlie Bendel, 
Lindsey Roller, Kailee Clark, Paige Roller and 
Chloe Clark; and four great-grandchildren, Ken-
nedy D’Avanzo, Jessica D’Avanzo, Donovan 
Byrnes and Jesse James Shedden.

Private family services will be held at Lake 
Okeechobee. 

In lieu of fl owers, memorials may be made to 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan 
Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, Ill. 60601-7633.

Friends may sign the guestbook at www.bas-
sokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to the loving 
care of Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 205 NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee.

Kristine Alicia Wolff Davis, 53
OKEECHOBEE — Kristine Alicia Wolff Davis, 

of Okeechobee, died Monday, April 6, 2009, in 
Washington, D.C. She was 
53.

Born Nov. 18, 1955, in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, she had been 
a resident of Okeechobee for 
over 40 years.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, James and 
Donna Wolff.

She is survived by her 
husband of 21 years, 
Jeffrey Dean Da-
vis Sr. of Okeechobee; children, 
Jennifer Rebecca Gray of Ft. Myers, Amber Ni-
colle Gray of Lake Havasue, Ariz., Jeffrey Dean 
Davis Jr. of Ft. Pierce, Jessaka Deann Starr of 
Okeechobee, and Janie Denice Davis of Port St. 
Lucie; grandchildren, Faith Brown of Ft. Ogden. 
Ayden James Starr, and Matthew Starr, both of 
Okeechobee; sisters, Karen Charest, and Karla 
Parriott, both of Okeechobee; brothers, Karl 
Wolff of Columbus, Ohio, Kurtis Wolff of Cum-
ming, Ga., Kevin Wolff of Jacksonville, and Kyle 
Wolff of Asheville, N.C.

The family will receive friends from 2 p.m. un-
til time of service at 4 p.m. Saturday, April 11, in 
Buxton Funeral Home Chapel.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial contributions may 
be made to the Buxton Funeral Home, 110 NE 
5th Street, Okeechobee, to help with funeral ex-
penses. Condolences may be made at 
www.buxtonfuneralhome.com.

THEATRE I:  “HANNAH MONTANA”
Fri, Tues & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun. &

Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@ 3:00
& 7:00.

April 10April 10th th -- April 16April 16thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE II:  “FAST & FURIOUS” 
Fri, Tues & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun. &

Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@
3:00 & 7:00. 

THEATRE III:  “MONSTERS VS. ALIENS”
Fri, Tues & Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00., Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@

3:00 & 7:00. 
Tickets: Adults - $5.50 • Children 12 & under - $4.50 
Senior Citizens - $4.50 all movies • Matinees - $4.00

PG

PG-13

G
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Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 

each package includes:

 

 

and family 

& JANE A. ILLUSTRATION

WEDDING

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

She is the daughter of Joseph and Jane 

SUSAN A. EXAMPLE

BIRTH

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ANNIVERSARY

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at 

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ENGAGEMENTJOSEPH W. EXAMPLE
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A police offi cer received minor injuries 
when hit with pieces of a shattering beer 
bottle as two men fought in a bar.

Arrested were Juan Agustin-Lopez, 26, 
Okeechobee, and Pablo Arias-Saliano, 38, 
N.W. Fourth St.

Agustin was charged with the felony of 
aggravated assault, and the misdemeanors 
of resisting a law enforcement offi cer with-
out violence and disorderly conduct. He was 
booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail under a 
bond of $3,250.

Arias was arrested on a 
felony charge of throwing 
a deadly missile and a mis-
demeanor charge of dis-
orderly conduct. His bond 
was set at $1,250.

Police arrest reports 
indicated the two men be-
gan fi ghting when Agustin 
allegedly tried to steal a cell phone clip be-
longing to Arias.

According to an arrest report by Sergeant 
Russell Cale, of the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), he and three other of-
fi cers were conducting a walk through at the 
El-Amigo’s Bar on S.W. Second St. around 
12:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 4. As he was walk-
ing through the bar a beer bottle was thrown 

and struck a wall near him. When the bottle 
hit the wall it shattered and he was hit in the 
face and wrist with pieces of glass.

When he turned in the direction of where 
the bottle was thrown he saw Agustin break 

a beer bottle on the table 
and then move in the di-
rection of another man 
(Arias), stated Sgt. Cale’s 
report.

Sgt. Cale stated he or-
dered Agustin to stop but 
he continued towards Arias 
so he deployed his taser 
but only one probe hit the 
man.

OCPD Offi cer Scott 
Morgan then deployed his taser and both 
probes struck Agustin. After being hit with 
the probes Agustin went to the fl oor, where 
he was placed in handcuffs.

Fellow OCPD Offi cer Chad Troutman 
then placed Arias under arrest.

The report states Sgt. Cale received some 
small scratches to the left side of his face and 
a small cut to his left wrist. OCPD reports do 
not say if the offi cer received medical atten-
tion.

Two charged in bar fi ght

Juan Agustin 
- Lopez

Pablo Arias - 
Saliano

Public Issues Forums: 
Join the discussion!

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man 
was arrested after he al-
legedly tried to run over 
another man during an 
apparent argument.

Christopher Lee Br-
ishke, 22, U.S. 441 S.E., 
was arrested Tuesday, 
April 7, on a charge of 
aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon. He 
was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail under a bond of 
$2,500.

Offi cer Ryan Holroyd, of the Okeecho-
bee City Police Department (OCPD), stated 
in his arrest report that Brishke and anoth-
er man became involved in a heated verbal 

exchange in the yard of the man’s home 
on S.E. 13th Ave. just before midnight 
Monday, April 6.

At some point the man’s father told Br-
ishke to leave. Brishke and the older man 
argued briefl y, added the report, then Br-
ishke got into his 1997 Ford Explorer and 
began to drive away.

Offi cer Holroyd said Brishke then re-
portedly stopped his SUV and put it in re-
verse. As Brishke backed up he increased 
his speed and allegedly tried to back over 
the older man, stated the offi cer’s report.

The man jumped into a ditch to avoid 
being hit, the report added.

Shortly after 1 a.m. Tuesday, deputies 
from the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce found Brishke on S.E. 36th Ave. and 
detained him until Offi cer Holroyd arrived 
and placed him under arrest.

Man charged with assault

Christopher
Lee Brishke

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Two teenagers have been accused of 
“jumping” cars in the Taylor Creek Isles sub-
division during the early morning hours on 
Tuesday, April 7.

“Jumping” is a street term that is used 
when referring to the act of breaking into 
vehicles.

Arrested were Shane Matthew Taggart, 
17, S.W. 21st St., and Altis Quandarius Crow-
ell, 17, S.W. 22nd St.

Taggart has been charged with the felo-
nies of burglary and grand theft. He was 
also arrested by Deputy Justin Akins, of the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), 
on a misdemeanor charge of resisting a law 
enforcement offi cer without violence.

Crowell, who was arrested by OCSO 
Deputy Cari Arnold, was arrested on a felony 
charge of burglary of a conveyance. He was 
also arrested on a misdemeanor charge of 
resisting a law enforcement offi cer without 
violence.

After being booked into the Okeechobee 
County Jail, both teens were released into 
the custody of their parents.

Deputy Akins stated in his report that a 
victim on S.E. 31st. St. heard someone out-
side his home around 1:45 a.m. Tuesday. 
When the victim went outside he saw two 

males inside his vehicle. When the victim 
yelled at the intruders they began to run 
south on S.E. 18th Terrace.

Taggart was later apprehended while hid-
ing in a canal on S.E. 33rd St., but Crowell 
managed to escape, stated Deputy Akins’ 
report.

The deputy said a .22 caliber handgun, 
a Garmin GPS system and an unspecifi ed 
amount of change was found in Taggart’s 
vehicle.

Deputy Akins went on to state in his re-
port that both teens wore gloves and alleg-
edly targeted unlocked vehicles.

Deputy Arnold stated in her arrest report 
that Crowell turned himself in at the sher-
iff ’s offi ce around 8:45 a.m. on Tuesday. Her 
report indicates that Crowell’s mother had 
been tipped off by Deputy Akins that her son 
may have been involved in the burglaries.

Tuesday morning Crowell’s mother got 
him out of bed and took him to the sheriff ’s 
offi ce “... to turn himself in for committing a 
crime,” stated Deputy Arnold’s report.

Although the two teens reportedly gained 
entry into vehicles up and down both S.E. 
32nd St. and S.E. 31st St., neither report indi-
cates how many vehicles were burglarized.

Local teens accused 
of ‘jumping’ vehicles

Volunteers needed to respresent children in court
Volunteer Guardians ad Litem give a voice to children who are victims of child 

abuse and are involved in court proceedings. Training involves thirty hours and will 
be held at our Saint Lucie West offi ce on various days.  You can be that voice for an 
abused child! The Guardian ad Litem Program needs Volunteers to represent Abused 
– Abandoned - & Neglected Children in Saint Lucie, Martin, Indian River and Okeecho-
bee Counties! They deserve a voice! For dates and times of all training please contact 
Pattra Dodd at 772-871--7225.



The 2008 – 2009 Okeechobee News Medical Information Guide is available at 
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

CARDIOLOGY

HEALTHCARE

Gabriel E.
Breuer, M.D.

Cardiology
Electrophysiology

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

1105 N. PARROTT AVE., OKEECHOBEE

863-467-1660

Cardiovascular diseases
Cardiac Catheterization

Electrophysiology studies
Implantation of cardiac devvices 

520 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

Optical Gallery

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

763-4334

763-3403
Silviano Matamoros, M.D.

Board Certified Eye
Physician & Surgeon

357-4899
Single Vision Lens & Frames Starting at

$35
Bifocal Lens & Frames Starting at

$55

Medicare/Medicaid and Most Vision
Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract Microsurgery

Diabetic Eye Exams
Glaucoma Evaluation and Treatment

OPHTHALMOLOGY/
OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Suncoast Medical
Equipment 

412 NE Park St.  • Okeechobee
(863) 467-8711

• Arthritis 
• Diabetes 
• Chronic Pain

Available by Prescription Only.

Complete Line of Home Medical Supplies

Se Habla

Español

Mon. - Fri.
9 am to 

5 pm

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.
Specializing in:

Adult & Pediatric
Urology

Bladder & Kidney Infections
Impotence/Implants

No Scalpel Vasectomy

215 N.E. 19th Dr.
Okeechobee 

(863) 763-0217

Board Certified In Urology

UROLOGY

We Love toWe Love to Care. . .Care. . .

Okeechobee Okeechobee 
Health Care FacilityHealth Care Facility

1646 Highway 441 North  
Call 863-763-2226 
for a Personalized Tour with SandyFive-Star Rating

�����

Family Owned & Operated, providing care to elderly
citizens of Okeechobee and surrounding counties

since December 1984
• Available 24 Hours/7 Days a Week
• Long-Term Care Available
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s Unit
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Stimulating Daily Activities

Rehab, Physical, Occupational, Speech
and Out-Patient Therapies

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME

MRI

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN MRI

115 NE
3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

2 Blocks North of CVS Drugstore

Advertise
in the

Okeechobee 
News
Call 

763-3134
today!

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

• Specialized Wound 
Care  

• Full Time Medical 
Director

• Dialysis Support
• Alzheimer’s Support 

Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

• Resident & Family 
Council Groups

• Specialized HIV Care
• Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
• 24 hour Registered 

Nurse Staffing
• Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Hwy • Pahokee

561-924-5561 • www.floridacare.net
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton

Caring for Those You Care About

120 BEDS

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

We are one of only 200 can-
cer treatment centers
worldwide to offer this cut-
ting edge technology that
translates to higher cancer
control rates and minimal
side effects and toxicity.
For more information, please

contact the Radiation
Oncology experts at 

(863) 467-9500
www.tomotherapy.com

The physicians who brought you the Cyberknife
Radiosurgery system now offer a new ray of hope for

our cancer patients:

Big Lake Cancer Center

Together we can win the battle against cancer. . .today!

Tomotherapy® Hi-Art® Treatment System

Coastal Cyberknife & Radiation Oncology
5550 S US Hwy 1 • Ft. Pierce

(772) 293-0377

Coastal Radiation Oncology
931 37th Place• Vero Beach

(772) 774-4182

(863) 467-95001115 N. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee

Ramesh Kumar, MD 
William Crook, MD 
Julie Santelli, MD

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists
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Albert

Bravo,

M.D.

Internal Medicine &
Gastroenterology (GI)
Board Certified in Gastroenterology

Treating conditions of the
esophagus, stomach, small

intestine, colon, liver, gallbladder
and the biliary system.

Diseases of the
Digestive System

• Endoscopy 
• Colonoscopy

225 NE 19th Drive
Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-8222

GASTROENTEROLOGY& HEPATOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

Protecting  the 
Health of 

Your Skin 
with a 

Rigorous 
Focus 

on Skin
Cancer 

Detection 
and

Treatment

Jonathan Sanders, M.D. J.D. 

Okeechobee 

863-467-9555

1924 U.S. Hwy. 441 N 

Vero Beach 

772-778-7782

1155 35th Lane, Ste. 202

www.tcdermatology. com

FELLOW OF THE
AMERICAN SOCIETY
FOR MOHS SURGERY

BOARD CERTIFIED BY 
THE AMERICAN BOARD

OF DERMATOLOGY

TREASURE COAST

DERMATOLOGY
Specializing in the Treatment of Skin Cancer 

HEALTH

LASER HAIR REMOVAL
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5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce • 1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1 • Ft. Pierce 461-6000
CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673)

“From Our Family To Yours For Over 75 Years.”

*Based on 2009 R.L. Polk total new retail vehicle sales registrations for the 4 county area Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties.

2007

Mon.–Fri. 8am–8pm
Sat. 9am–5pm

Se Habla Español

Your Internet Representative Hank Basile at Sunrise-Ford.com

ALL PRE-OWNED VEHICLES MUST GO...REGARDLESS OF PROFIT!

USED CAR AND TRUCK
LIQUIDATION SALE

#1 VOLUME FORD DEALER ON THE TREASURE COAST ! *

OVER 100 PRE-OWNED CARS & TRUCKS! 25 PRICED UNDER $7,000!

‘99 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS
HARVEST GOLD, LEATHER, 58,500 ORIGINAL MILES,
#8844A

$7,995
‘07 FORD FOCUS ZX3
2 DOOR HATCHBACK, INFRA-RED, GRAPHITE CLOTH,
30 MPG! #8844A

$8,995
‘02 FORD EXPEDITION XLT SPORT
ALL POWER, 3RD SEAT, DUAL A/C, ALLOYS,
LOW MILES, NEW TRADE-IN, #9304A

$9,895
‘03 FORD F-150 SUPERCAB XLT
TRITON V8, ALL PWR., CHROME, ALLOYS, MATCHING
CAMPER TOP, RHINO LINER, MGR.’S SPECIAL, #R3418A1

$9,995
‘03 HONDA ACCORD EX
2 DOOR COUPE, AUTO., GREEN PEARL, LEATHER,
MOONROOF, #P3438A

$10,995
‘05 MERCURY MONTEGO
SILVER FROST, LEATHER, EXTRA CLEAN, TRADE-IN,
LUXURY! #R3475A

$10,995
‘03 HONDA CIVIC EX
2 DOOR COUPE, AUTO., SILVER, MOONROOF,
39,400 ORIGINAL MILES, CLEAN! #9004A

$11,895
‘08 FORD FOCUS SE
SILVER FROST, 4 DOOR, LOADED, 16,400 MILES,
#R3436

$13,995
‘05 FORD SPORT TRAC
SATIN SILVER, TWO-TONE LEATHER, HARD TONNEAU
BED COVER, #R3469A

$13,995
‘07 NISSAN SENTRA S
4 CYLINDER, AUTO., POLISHED GRANITE,
17,800 MILES, #9016A

$14,395
‘07 CHEVY MONTE CARLO
PEARL WHITE, V6, AUTO., 25,400 MILES,
NONE NICER! #9155A

$14,395

‘08 FORD RANGER SUPERCAB
XLT, 2.3, BRITE WHITE, ALLOYS, AUTO., STYLED
WHEELS, 6K MILES,WARRANTY, SHARP! #9041A

$14,779
‘05 HONDA CRV EX 4X4
SILVER, GRAPHITE CLOTH, MOONROOF, ALLOYS,
TILT, CRUISE, CD, #9300A

$14,995
‘06 FORD MUSTANG COUPE
WINDVEIL BLUE, AUTO., V6,
25,600 MILES, #R3468

$15,995
‘06 FORD MUSTANG COUPE
SATIN SILVER, AUTO., V6, LEATHER,
#R3467

$16,995
‘08 HONDA CIVIC LX
4 DOOR, AUTO., 4 CYL., GALAXY GRAY,
12K MILES, #8859A

$16,995
‘07 FORD F-150 REGULAR CAB
SHORT BOX, A/C, AUTO., CHROME WHEELS,
5,500 MILES, BLACK, SHARP! #P3456

$16,995
‘05 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
DIESEL, 4 DOOR, AUTO., MOONROOF, REFLEX SILVER,
LEATHER, HARD TO FIND! #8152A1

$17,395
‘06 TOYOTA SOLARA SLE CONV.
PEARL WHITE, TAN TOP, TAN LEATHER, EXTRA
CLEAN, TRADE-IN, #8629A

$17,695
‘06 DODGE RAM QUAD CAB
5.7 HEMI, NIGHT RUNNER, 20” GRAPHITE ALLOYS,
BLACK METALLIC, TOW PKG., IMMACULATE! #9242A2

$17,895
‘08 MERCURY MILAN PREMIER
DARK BLUE INK, MOONROOF, LEATHER,
LOW MILES, GREAT MPG! #B9061A

$17,995
‘08 CHEVY EQUINOX LS
HARVEST GOLD, NEUTRAL CLOTH, V6, ALLOYS,
CD, 5,300 ORIGINAL MILES, #9174B

$17,995

‘09 TOYOTA CAMRY
CLASSIC SILVER, 4 CYLINDER, AUTO., 9,213 MILES,
SAVE THOUSANDS, #9271A

$17,995
‘06 HONDA ACCORD EX
3.0 V6, AUTO., DESERT MIST, LEATHER,
MOONROOF, #81039A

$18,295

$18,995

$19,250

$20,695

‘06 TOYOTA TACOMA
PRE-RUNNER, V6, DOUBLE CAB, ONLY 33K MILES,
AUTO., FULL POWER, TOW PKG., ALLOYS, #9180A

‘07 FORD SPORT TRAC XLT
FULL POWER, TOW PKG., COMPOSITE BED, ALLOYS,
KEYLESS, LOW MILES, MUST SEE! #P3476

‘06 HONDA ODYSSEY
SILVER, LEATHER, MOONROOF, QUAD CAPTAINS
CHAIRS, VERY NICE! #9320A

‘07 FORD EDGE SE
REDFIRE METALLIC, LIGHT STONE CLOTH, 10,700
ORIGINAL MILES, V6, AUTO., EXTRA CLEAN! #R3471

‘04 CHEVY SSR SPORT TRUCK
CORVETTE RED, BIG POWER, BIG FUN, COLLECTOR
CONDITION, 9K MILES, MUST SEE! #9242A1

$20,995

$24,500
‘08 TOYOTA F5 CRUISER
RARE 4X4, BURGUNDY, ALL POWER, TOO MUCH
TO LIST, ONLY 9K MI., WAS $35,000, #8035A

$26,885
‘06 FORD F-150 CREW 4X4
KING RANCH, FORD’S BEST, DVD, ALL PWR.,
HEATED SEATS, 34K MI., JUST OFF LEASE! #R3472

$26,995
‘08 FORD F-350 4X4 LARIAT
SUPERCAB, DUALLY, POWERSTROKE, NAVIGATION,
DARK BLUE PEARL, LIQUIDATION PRICED, #8901A

$33,995
‘08 CHEVY TAHOE LTZ 4X4
20” ALLOYS, 6,900 MILES, NAVIGATION, DVD,
MOONROOF, BLACK, LTHR., SAVE BIG! #9221A1

$39,900
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So call us today for a personal consultation in the convenience of your home: 

8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday - Friday 

Humana has been serving people just like you with Medicare for over 20 years, and currently 
provides coverage to more than 3.5 million people with Medicare across the country.  

We offer a variety of plans to suit your needs - Medicare Advantage health plans and Medicare 
prescription drug plans. And our licensed representatives still make house calls!

Do you 
qualify for any 
other Special 

Election 
Period 

Enrollment?

Are you 
turning 65?

u u 
65?6

Are you 
retired and 
losing your 

retiree health 
coverage?

re
lo

re

q
o

Have you just 
moved into 
the area?

If you’ve answered YES to any of these questions, call Humana today.

Attention People with Medicare:

Medicare approved HMO, PPO, PDP, and PFFS plans available to anyone entitled to Part A or enrolled in Part B of Medicare through age or disability 
(for MA plans, individuals must have both Part A and Part B). Enrollment period restrictions apply, call Humana for details. M0006_GH222617C1

C0006_GH222617C1    TC  04/09
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By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

A free Easter Extravaganza is planned for 
Saturday, April 11, at the Rec Park on North-
west Sixth Avenue between Los Cocos and 
the County Skate Park from noon to 3 p.m.

The event will be hosted by the Okeecho-
bee County Parks and Recreation and the 
Visiting Nurse Association (VNA).

This event is free to all and will have 
games and activities for all ages at various 
booths. The egg hunt is set to begin at noon. 
There will be other Easter events such as a 
bunny sack race, egg-on-a-spoon race, water 
balloon toss, egg toss, and more.

The Parks and Rec department and the 
VNA are happy to give back to the commu-
nity with this Easter Extravaganza. Come out 
and enjoy the fun.

In addition, the VNA will be holding their 
fi rst VNA Family Sports Day in the City Park 
located in front of their offi ces located at 208 
S.E. Park Street on Saturday, April 18, from 
11 a.m. until 3 p.m. This event is free to the 
public with free refreshments for the fi rst 50 
in attendance.

There will be free clinics for football, 
baseball, basketball and soccer. D.R. Daniels 
and Gordie Peer will be on hand for roping 
demonstrations throughout the day as well.

Kids of all ages can have fun at this fam-
ily day with a kids zone with bounce houses 
and other booths with various games and 
activities.

By visiting all of the booth stations one 

can have a chance of winning two tickets to 
see the Miami Dolphins play next season.

The VNA is also giving back to the com-
munity by having their mobile clinic, Flor-
ence Nightingale Express, to give free school 
physicals by their Advanced Registered Nurse 
Practitioner. They will also have additional 
dates for free physicals on July 16, and 13, 
from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.

The Visiting Nurse Associations of Ameri-
ca (VNAA) is the national association of non-
profi t Visiting Nurse Agencies (VNAs) and 
home healthcare providers who care for and 
treat approximately 4 million patients annu-
ally. Their mission is to support, promote 
and advance the nation’s network of VNAs 
who provide cost-effective and compassion-
ate home healthcare to some of the nation’s 
most vulnerable individuals, particularly the 
elderly and individuals with disabilities. Their 
services include advocacy, education and col-
laboration. They also provide members with 
products, resources and the support they 
need to accomplish their nonprofi t goals.

VNAs represent the largest network of 
nonprofi t providers of infl uenza vaccine—
over 1.5 million fl u shots per year. VNAA 
works hard to educate, advocate and col-
laborate on issues facing home healthcare.

For more information contact the VNA at 
863-357-2197. Donations accepted to benefi t 
the VNA Foundation.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. Reporter Chauna Aguilar 

can be reached at caguilar@newszap.com.

Easter egg hunt set for Saturday

Submitted photo

Habitat House progress continues
One experienced roofer and a group of volunteers dried-in the roof of Habi-
tat’s fi fth project in Playland Park on April 4. Big Lake Roofi ng owner, Mark 
Ronkko brought workers to supervise and help with the roof as other volun-
teers “wrapped” the house with protective paper insulation. Electrical wiring 
and rough plumbing have been completed, but workers are still needed for 
the continuing project. Next workday is Saturday, April 18. Time off will be 
taken on April 25, for participation  in Habitat for Humanity’s Softball Tour-
nament at the Sports Complex. Further information is available at 863-357-
1371.



We are pledged to operate
our newspaper as a public
trust. Fairness is extremely
important to us.

We admit our errors
promptly and we don’t
“bury” the corrections. (If
error appears on the front
page, that’s where we print
the correction.)

Sometimes people don’t like
what has been written about
them. In those cases, we offer
a “right to reply” and allow
them to tell their own side of
the story.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism

Chinese Food To Dine In & Take Out

3399 S. Hwy. 441 Publix Shopping Center

OKEECHOBEE, FL • (863) 357-7777

Japanese Sushi

FRI. & SAT.
SEAFOOD BUFFET:

Crablegs
Squid

Oysters
Crab Meat
Salmon 
Mussel

Baby Clams 
Frog Legs

BBQ Spare Ribs

Specializes in Szechuan,
Hunan, Cantonese,

American & Japanese
Style Cooking

6 BUFFET BARS
150 Items & Salad Bar
Receive a FREE gift on

your Birthday!
Lunch: $679 Dinner: $879

Fri & Sat: Seafood Dinner $1149

105 Hwy 98 N
Okeechobee

863.763.9983
Open Tues - Sat
4:30 PM - 10 PM

WWe also carry Graduatione also carry Graduation
Announcements & Gifts.Announcements & Gifts.

Friday, April 10th, 9 AM - 6 PM

Saturday, April 11th, 9 AM - 5 PM

Suzie’s Hallmark ShopSuzie’s Hallmark Shop
3427 Hwy. 441 S. • 763-65573427 Hwy. 441 S. • 763-6557
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By Teresa Mataushek
Okeechobee News

Looking for something fun, that will also 
help someone? Head on out to the Okeecho-
bee Golf and Country Club on Saturday, April 
18, for a 4-person scramble golf tournament. 
It will start at 8 a.m. (Air Horn Start.)

All proceeds from this tournament will go 
towards the First United Methodist Church 
youth mission trip to London, England this 
summer.

Cost per team is $200, includes free lunch. 

There will be 
team prizes 
for fi rst, sec-
ond and 
third places. 
Prizes are: 
First place 
team - $500; 
Second place 
team - $300; 
Third place 
team - $200.

There will 
be several 
games with 
different prizes. They are as follows: Hole-
in-one - Car; longest drive - $100; Closest to 
the hole - $100; and Longest putt - $100. In 
addition to the games there will be a 50/50 
drawing, Mulligan’s, Hole-in-one prizes, 

Bull’s Eye Chance and more.
Lunch will be provided at First United 

Methodist Church after the tournament is 
over. They will start serving lunch at 12:30 
p.m.

All teams must be registered and paid in 
full by 7:45 a.m. the day of the tournament. 
Please make all checks payable to United 
Methodist Youth Fellowship. To register a 
team or for more information please call 
Pastor Jim Dawson at 863-763-4021.
If you would like to share any information with 

the Okeechobee News about an outdoors event, 

or if you have a suggestion on something you 

have seen or would like to see in the outdoors 

column, please email Teresa Mataushek at 

tmataushek@newszap.com, call 863-763-3134. 

We welcome all news, comments and tidbits on 

outdoor activities, nature inspired hobbies and 

with hunting.

Golf tourney to benefi t mission trip

Share your news and photos 

for this column by email to 

okeenews@newszap.com

Outdoors

Submitted photo

Shotgun winner!
Dr. Randall Mims and Darryl Boney present Dan Byrd with a Remington Mod-
el 1100 shotgun at the Okeechobee Youth Livestock Show. The Okeecho-
bee FFA Alumni Association wishes to thank everyone for their support. The 
funds will be used to benefi t FFA Chapters in to Okeechobee County School 
System.

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

The Kiwanis Club of Okeechbee will hold 
their 37th annual Easter Sunday Pancake 
Breakfast on Sunday, April 12, at a new lo-
cation this year at the Cowboy’s BarBQ and 
Steak Co, located at 102 S.W. 14th Street 
from 7 a.m. until 11 a.m.

The breakfast costs $5 per person and 
includes pancakes, Larson’s Whole Hog 
Sausage, fresh squeezed Hazellief orange 
juice, coffee, chocolate gravy, strawberries 
and whip cream. There will be fun for the 
kids this year at the Pancake Breakfast with 
egg games and even a magician Dewayne 
Hill who will wow the patrons at Cowboy’s. 

This year there will also be many prizes 
given out throughout the breakfast of gift 
certifi cates, gift baskets, etc. as well as draw-
ings for some high end items that were do-
nated by the community.

All funds from the pancake breakfast 
to help support the youth of Okeechobee 
County through programs such as college 
scholarships and mini-grants for teachers.

Find a Kiwanis member to get your tick-
ets or visit Riverside or Seacoast bank to pur-
chase your $5 tickets and support the youth 
of Okeechobee.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum 
at www.newszap.com. Reporter Chauna Aguilar 

can be reached at caguilar@newszap.com.

Pancake 
breakfast 
Sunday



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Low income senior citizens in the city will 
benefi t from a new tax break. Thanks to ac-
tion taken by the Okeechobee City Council 
during their Tuesday evening, April 7, meet-
ing the homestead exemption for certain se-
nior citizens was increased. 

With no discussion, the council passed 
an ordinance providing for an additional 
$25,000 homestead exemption for city 
home owners 65 years of age and older 
whose household income does not exceed 
$25,873. That income fi gure will be adjusted 
annually according to the consumer price 
index.

At the March 17, council meeting, city 
administrator Brian Whitehall stated that 80 
to 90 households would be affected by the 
ordinance and that it would have an $11,000 
to $12,000 impact on the budget.  

After almost an hour’s discussion the 
council decided to table action on a pro-
posed sign ordinance. The ordinance pro-
vides for defi nition of signs, sets require-

ments for permitting and maintenance of 
signs, provides for exempted, temporary 
and prohibited signs and signs for commer-
cial and residential areas. However, there are 
still several unanswered questions. One of 
those questions is what to do about people 
who get around the billboard ordinance by 
regularly parking vehicles with large adver-
tisements in the downtown area.

The council held the fi rst reading and set 
April 21, as the fi nal public hearing date for 
an ordinance giving local vendors prefer-
ence when bids are solicited.

Turning to board appointments, the 
council reappointed Jamie Gamiotea and 
Frank Irby to the code enforcement board 
with terms to end April 30, 2012. Rev. Randy 
Huckabee was moved from alternate code 
enforcement board member to regular 
member with a term to end April 30, 2011. 
Allison Murphy was appointed an alternate 
member of the board with a term to expire 
April 30, 2011

Dawn Hoover and Osiel Luviano were 
reappointed to the planning board/board of 

adjustments/design review board with terms 
ending April 30, 2012. Phil Baughman was 
appointed alternate board member with a 
term ending April 30, 2012. 

The mayor proclaimed the month of 
April to be Water Conservation Month and 
the week of May 17-23, to be National Public 
Works Week in the city. 

In other action the council received a 
report of “clean” and “unqualifi ed” on the 
2008 fi scal year end audit from Debbie Brad-
ley.

“You did really well,” stated Ms. Bradley. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 

be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Seniors to get tax break from city

MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D. Dwayne Montie, D.O. Mark Leach, R-PA Sharon Barrineau, ARNP John Minni, D.O. 

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology
• Acne • Psoriasis • Eczema

• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders 

• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery

• Skin Allergies and Rashes 

• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments
• Botox® • Juvéderm TM

• Radiesse® • Thermage®

• Restylane® • Perlane®

• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair • Moles • Brown Spots

• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

IT TAKES MORE THAN AN AIR FRESHENER. IT TAKES A TEAM.

CAC014022
Offer expires 6/12/2009.
*Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox products.
**Offer is subject to credit approval by GE Money Bank with purchase of qualifying Lennox product. No finance charge will be assessed and no minimum monthly 
payments will be required on your promotional purchase balance if you pay the promotion purchase balance in full by the end of the 90-day promotion period. If  
you do not, finance charges will be assessed on the promotional purchase balance from the date of purchase and minimum monthly payments will be required on the remaining promotional purchase 
balance. Standard account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to your promotional purchase. Variable APR is 18.40% as of 2/2/09. Variable delinquency APR of 
26.99% as of 2/2/09 may apply if you fail to pay your minimum payment by your due date for two consecutive billing periods. Minimum finance charge $1.50. Offer void where prohibited by law.
***Additional $300 is on qualifying systems and available through April 17, 2009.
© 2009 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

EMORY WALKER CO., INC.

(863) 763-6742
Lennox Dealer Since 1975

EMORY WALKER CO INC

OR
Receive up to a 

$1,200 Rebate*
with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System

90 Days, No Payments, 
Deferred Interest Financing**

with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System

Rebate on a qualifying Lennox® system!***
Good through April 17th

Receive 
up to a

$1,500
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The residents of the City of Okeechobee 
will soon be able to see a tangible benefi t 
of impact fees. Impact fees will be used to 
replace the fi re department’s 38-year-old 
brush truck. 

At their meeting on Tuesday evening, 
April 7, the Okeechobee City Council agreed 
to pay $72,936 to Emergency Vehicles of 
Texas for a new brush truck. Since the in-
ception of impact fees the city has received 
a total of $68,943.41 for seven projects. The 
difference will come from the city’s capitol 
projects improvement fund. 

Impact fees are paid by developers to 
compensate for the impact their develop-
ments will have on the infrastructure. Sepa-
rate impact fees can be charged for specifi c 
area of infrastructure. The city chose to 
impose impact fees for law enforcement, 
fi re protection and transportation. The im-
pact fees from the seven projects in fi scal 
years 2007/08 and 2008/09 break down into 
$4,844.41 for administrative fees, $126,299.80 

for law enforcement, $29,781.80 for fi re pro-
tection and $18,087.40 for transportation.

According to India Riedel of the city’s 
fi nance department, impact fees from the 
other three impact fee accounts were bor-
rowed to be used for fi re protection. Within 
the next fi ve years, impact fees collected for 
fi re protection will be used to repay the oth-
er three accounts.

Although the school board and county 
government both collect impact fees, those 
entities have not used their impact fees yet. 
However the county is planning to use im-
pact fees to help pay for the new radio sys-
tem for the sheriff ’s offi ce.

In another fi re department related issue, 
the city council voted to eliminate the re-
cently imposed $10 fee for the annual safety 
inspections for businesses. The cost of the 
inspection will be covered by the fee for 
business licenses. However, there will be a 
charge if re-inspections are necessary. 
Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 

www.newszap.com. Reporter Pete Gawda can 
be reached at pgawda@newszap.com.

Impact fees will help pay for new city fi re truck

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
The City of Okeechobee Fire Department will soon be replacing this 1971 Ford 
brush truck with a new brush truck thanks to action by the city council at their 
meeting on April 7.

Last days for tax help!
Monday, April 13 and Tuesday, 

April 14, will be the last two days for 

free tax help by AARP Taxaide at The 

American Legion from 9 a.m. until 

1 p.m. Enter on the east side of the 

building. No appointment is neces-

sary. Bring photo ID, all 2008 tax 

documents and 2007 tax return. For 

more information, (do not call Amer-

ican Legion Hall) call 863-357-1694. 

News in Brief



By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The cost to developers for rezoning, spe-
cial exceptions, land development regula-
tion amendments and site plan review is 
about to go up dramatically. 

At their meeting on Thursday, April 9 
Okeechobee County Commissioners ap-
proved an updated fee schedule for the plan-
ning department. Only three commissioners 
were present as Commissioner Margaret Hel-
ton had health problems and Commissioner 
Clif Betts’ father recently passed away. 

Planning offi cial Bill Royce presented the 
updated fee schedule. The present fee sys-
tem dates back to the 1990s. Mr. Royce said 
his staff looked at fee schedules of surround-
ing areas and the amount of time involved 
on the county’s part in various activities. He 
said the new fees more accurately refl ect 
the county’s costs. If a service has to be 
contracted out, the applicant would pay the 
difference between the fee and any contract 
cost. Most fees went up at least 100 percent, 
many even more. The fee for installation of 
a used dwelling unit went from $75 to $600. 
Mr. Royce said a lot of staff time is involved 
in processing those applications.  

Commissioner Joey Hoover, who served 
for several years on the planning board, said 
many of these increases seem like a lot of 
money, but he added that a lot of staff work 
is involved in processing permits. 

“For many, many years we have been 
way too cheap,” he asserted. He said that 

in many cases developers were surprised at 
how cheap the fees were.  

Mr. Royce presented a comparison be-
tween what some developers actually paid 
in the past and what they would pay under 
the new fee system. Home Depot actually 
paid $2,500 in planning department fees. 
Under the new fee system they would have 
paid $7,200. Royal Concrete Concepts paid 
$16,500. Under the new system they would 
pay $36,500. The Oaks at Shannons Cross-
ing, a 100 unit multifamily housing develop-
ment, paid $1,800. Under the new system 
they would pay $6,000.

There was some discussion about the 
proposed temporary use permit fees for 
such things as fairs, carnivals, circuses and 
Christmas tree lots. Therefore, those fees will 
remain the same. The remainder of the new 
fee schedule will go into effect May 1. The 
fee schedule includes fees for the engineer-
ing department that would be collected by 
the planning department at the time other 
applicable fees are collected. It also includes 
fees for the fi re/rescue department for the 
review of site plan applications. 

Commissioners also approved a com-
pletely rewritten animal control ordinance. 
The 15-year-old ordinance was brought 
into compliance with current state law. It 
also increased fees and defi ned the num-
ber of animals allowable based on the size 
of the property. In order to be considered 
a nuisance, a dog’s barking now must last 
for only 20 minutes instead 40. The method 

of writing citations has been cleaned up to 
make it more effective.

The board also spent some time discuss-
ing a memorandum of agreement with the 
sheriff ’s offi ce dealing with fi re/rescue med-
ics serving on the sheriff ’s special response 
team. 

Concern was expressed about insurance 
liability. Therefore the matter was tabled in 
order to allow staff to investigate insurance 
options.

In other action, the board:
• tabled any action on resolving a collec-

tive bargaining impasse with the union rep-
resenting fi refi ghters;

• tabled unto April 30 consideration of 
the use of the Okeechobee County Agri-Civic 
Center for Jan. 30, 2010 Health and Safety 
Expo;

• scheduled a public hearing on April 30 
to consider abandoning an alley in Douglas 
Park;

• tabled discussion of the options con-
cerning the new emergency operations cen-
ter;

• tabled until April 30 confi rmation of the 

appointment of Frank Byars as road mainte-
nance director; and,

• approved reduction of a code violation 
lien from $37,400 to $4,000 because of ex-
tenuating circumstances.

Planning department fees to increase

Hazellief & Prevatt Realty, Inc.

(863) 763-2104 Se Habla Español

1200 S. Parrott Ave.

•CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES•

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069
Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144

ACREAGE / LOTS: • 2.5 buildable acres in Sunset Strip Airpark in Lazy 7. $98,000 MLS# 202207 • Okeechobee Hammock 100 x 104
lot off of 15-A. $29,000 MLS# 200471  • Big "O" RV Park vacant lot or w/ travel trailer.  • Basswood buildable lots from $15K-$33,000  •
7 acres Hwy 68 $110,000 MLS# 93452

www.century21okeechobee.com
Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

3000-M: Fully fur-
nished 3/2 DWMH
in Treasure Island.
Waterfront property
with Lake access.
MLS# 202482NN EE WW   LL II SS TT II NN GG

2002-M: Taylor Creek
waterfront DWMH
w/attached carport.
Completely furnished.
Open front porch, city
water & sewer. RV
hookup. MLS# 202170

5003-H: Kissimmee
River Est. like new
2/2 2005 DWMH,
CBS garage, under-
ground utilities, Sits
on 6 corner lots.
NOW $120,000
MLS# 200629MMOOTTIIVVAATTEEDD  SSEELLLLEERR

1007-M: Pine Ridge
Park 1992 14 X 56 sin-
glewide mobile home
with screen porch
addition.  2 sheds and
fenced. $68,000 MLS#
202123PPRRIICCEEDD  TTOO  SSEELLLL!!

4003-M: Buckhead
Ridge 3/2 mobile home
with appliances, open
patio, fenced, large
shed with electric, dock
and paved driveway.
MLS#202189

RR EE DD UU CC EE DD !!

1002-H: 3 bdrm CBS
home with family and
utility room, picket
wood fencing. Close
to everything in town.
Could be re-zoned
commercial. $88,000
MLS# 201649

NEW  PRICENEW  LISTING

FISHERMANS WATERFRONT PARADISE!  3/2

mobile home offering 2672 TSF built in1985 is situat-

ed on nice corner lot in Treasure Island, boat ramp,

dock NEW PRICE $75,000 #412A Call Cindi 697-

0433

TOP-NOTCH Starter Home.  3/1/Carport CBS polished

& pampered in area of new homes. New 6 Panel &

French doors, Berber carpet. Family friendly yard.

PRICED TO SELL! $89,000 #217 Call Lori Mixon (863)

634-1457 and visit www.LoriMixon.com!

NEW  LISTINGNEW  PRICE

RADIENTLY REMODELED! 1384 SF CBS home in

Okeechobee Estates. 3/2, Family room Patio deck &

Screened rm. Ceramic tile, Knock down texture, NEW Kitchen

& Baths, Crown molding. A BEAUTY! $124,500  #212 Call

Lori (863) 634-1457 and visit www.LoriMixon.com!

STAR STRUCK SPECTACULAR! NEW CBS home ~

2550 SF Under Roof, 3/2/2, Granite Counters, Cherry

Cabinets, Crown Molding, Bay Window ~ custom

detailing! NEW PRICE! $179,000 #214B Call Lori

(863) 634-1457 and visit www.LoriMixon.com!

BRAND NEW CUSTOM HOME locat-

ed in INDIANTOWN on private road

offers 4/2/2 2,2,526 TSF, granite &

cherry wood cabinets, tile/carpet, bar-

rel roof, hurricane shutters $229,000
#200B Call Cindi (863) 697-0433.

NEW PRICE

• First Time Home 
Buyers

• Refinance/Debt 
Consolidation

• Commercial Loans 
up to $5,000,000.00

• Mobile Home 
Financing

• Investment Property
• Self-Employed Okay
• New Construction Loans
• Rehab Loans

• No Mortgage Insurance   
• Full Doc   

• Credit Score as Low as 580

110000%%    FFIINNAANNCCIINNGG//FFHHAA//VVAA
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By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

Rotarians learned about turkey calls thiw 
week. Jim Smith, a game caller businessman 
from Pennsylvania who began his own busi-
ness after getting hurt on the job in 1959, was 
the guest speaker at their Tuesday meeting.

Rotarian Dr. Manny Garcia invited Mr. Smith 
to speak to Rotarians. Dr. Garcia travels to 
competitive shooting events where he met Mr. 
Smith many years ago. 

According to Dr. Garcia, there are four spe-
cies of turkeys in North America, the Eastern, 
Merriam, Rio Grande and the Osceola which is 
only found in Florida.

There are more turkeys now in the U.S. 
than there were when our forefathers came 
to this land mainly due to organizations like 
the National Turkey Federation who strived to 
maintain the native American Turkeys.

Mr. Smith began the game call business by 
calling for fox back in Pennsylvania. He would 
catch an actual fox and then use that real fox 

to call more to be caught. He thought of the 
idea of recording the sounds of the animals on 
45 RPM records and they would literally bring 
them out into the woods to call foxes.

Due to his inability to get a patent because 
it was not allowed to patent an animal’s sound, 
he began to start building devices from various 
materials such as wood, slate, ceramic, etc. 
to imitate the sounds of gobblers. Most game 
callers make two to three different sounds. 
Through the years he has made many different 
kinds, some that take two hands to use, one 
hand and even one that you put in your mouth 
to make the call.

Turkeys have impeccable hearing according 
to Mr. Smith, as well as eyesight. They can hear 
the calls up to a half mile away if the conditions 
are right. Calls are typically used in conjunction 
with decoys to attract the turkeys while the 
hunter is waiting for the gobbler to arrive.

Both Jim Smith and Jim Kemp travelled 
to Florida from Pennsylvania courtesy of Re-
gina Hamrick and Jim Harvey. They represent 
Smith’s Game Calls and J-Hook Calls respec-
tively. Two turkey callers were donated to the 

American Cancer Society auction will be held 
in the coming months.

Post your opinions in the Public Issues Forum at 
www.newszap.com. Reporter Chauna Aguilar can

be reached at caguilar@newszap.com.

Rotary Club members learn about turkey calls

Large 2005 DW with
many up grades. A 55+
Community. Nice Club
House with swimming
pool. Master bath has
garden tub, wood burn-
ing fireplace & Island
kitchen. Dog run in back.
#202560 $125,900

New
Listing

“PERFECT IN PALM VILLAGE” Great location on a
dead end street, close
to schools. 4/2/2 with
a lot of charm.
Storage shed on
property 10x20. This
is a must see!
#201528 $164,500

“LOOK NO FURTHER”

“LIVING THE LIFE” 2 Story canal front/Lake
access home. 3/2 with
family rm and FLrm. Two
sheds, carport.  Easy to
see. Call Barbara
McClellan 863-634-7547
#201979 $185,000

“½ ACRE WATERFRONT”

Lake 

Access!

1981 SWMH, located on
nice fenced lot in
Treasure Island, new
a p p l i a n c e s ,
washer/dryer, beautiful
FL rm w/newly updated
windows, 2 carports, fur-
nished home, priced to
sell. #202112 $48,900

Newly

Reduced!

“LOOK HOW AFFORDABLE”

CBS 3/2 with 1 car car-
port and nice screened
porch to enjoy the
water view! Home also
has a waterfront build-
able lot beside it that
comes with the home.
This is a great deal.
#202500 $135,000

“WATERFRONT DELIGHT” 1996 Park Model
w/additions, covered
front patio in Blue
Cypress Golf & RV
Resort. Bring your
clubs for a round of
golf. Lots of community
amentities. #201413
$79,900

4/2 CBS home w/new
roof in 2004. Fresh
paint inside and out, tile
flooring. Shed & utility
rm. Very well main-
tained home. Call Max
Ayala 561-722-0518
#201840 $119,500Corner 

Lot!

“GREAT HOMESTEAD”

“QUAINT AND COZY”

Reduced!

2/2 w/access to Lake
Okeechobe!! Dock, fish
cleaning station and
boat ramp!  Updated
flooring and a newer
shingle roof. Lots of
trees! Call Marcia
Barber 863-634-1229
#202334 $84,500

A Must 

See! Nice
Area!!

Newly

Reduced!

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR
Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station &

Glades County Building.

FULL SERVICE
REALTOR

Patricia Louise Goolsby, 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own water-
front at an affordable price. Boat ramp.
Nice concrete slab w/ lighted roof over.
Fenced in lot. Small, clean SWMH
PRICED TO SELL!! MLS #202115,
$72,900. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

Fisherman's Dream: SWMH w/work-
shop. Boat House w/electric boat lift, close
to BHR locks, FL rm, Carport w/concrete
drive. Included is a 16' Tri Hull Larsen, 60hp
Johnson. Lg lot w/trees. MLS #201939,
$94,500. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

VERY NICE SWMH. FL rm, two
screened porches, two sheds, boat
dock, fenced in yard. Painted white with
drywall and vertical blinds. Aluminum
Hurricane Shutters. MLS #202416,
$59,900. Call Vicki 863-634-4106.

CBS HOME ON WATERFRONT
CORNER LOT. Fenced in area on
side yard. Wall mural. Great starter
home. Needs a little TLC. Vacant lot
inclded in sale. MLS #201596,
$120,000. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

LARGE WATERFRONT HOME.
Lot has canal on two sides. Mature
oaks and a nice boat dock. Well
maintained home and ready to
move in. MLS #201606, $150,000.
Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

WATERFRONT Well-maintained
SWMH. Ceramic tile throughout.
Family room with a bathroom built on.
A boat house with an electric hoist
and concrete area. MLS #201706,
$99,000. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

REDUCED

REDUCEDNew CBS Homes

Lic# Crc1328235

3/2 cathedral ceilings, tile
throughout, wood cabinets,
plant shelves, appliances,

$113,000. inc. lot. 
(Reduced price if built on your lot)

Contact (863) 634-0571

Professional
Office Space

for Rent 
with conference room

from
$15000 per month

Call for details 

561-436-2020

1804 S. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee

(863) 357-4622

R E A L
E S T A T E

Yes, We Will Negotiate!  Call 863-634-7756 or 863-634-7490

HOUSES FOR RENT! LOTS FOR SALE!

~King’s Bay 2/2 CBS~
w/garage, CAH, $950.  Includes Lawn Maint

~1009 SW 8th St~
2/1 CBS,CAH, Enclsd garage, $850.  Incldes Lawn Maint

$9900 for 100’x80’ Lot
Pine Ridge Park

$39,900 LAKE ACCESS
50’x140’ 309 SE 8th St • Behind Sun Trust
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Jim Kemp (left) and Jim Smith (middle) were invited by Rotarian Dr. Manny Gar-
cia (right) to speak to Rotarians about turkeys and their expertise, game calls.



OOKEECHOBEE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
WISHES YOU A BLESSED EASTER

COME WORSHIP WITH US
AND

Our New Minister, Jim McCutchen

7:00 AM Sunrise service

9:30 AM Sunday School

10:30 AM Morning worship service

6:00 PM Small Group Sttudy

12:30 PM Hispanic Service and Bible Study
( communion served at all worship services)

You Don’t Need a new outfit to be
Welcomed by the Friendliest

Church in Okeechobee

We are located at the corner of 
Charles Harvey Highway and SE 18th Terrace

Phone  863-467-7858

Implantology is not a recognized specialty by the American Dental Association and Florida Board of Dentistry. New treatment program only. The patient and any

other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any service, examination or treatment which is per-

formed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted or reduced fee, service, examination or treatment. Any offer

of monthly payment is based on credit and financing approval.

6390 W. Indiantown Road
Jupiter

Chasewood Plaza near RJ Gators

AFFORDABLE DENTAL IMPLANTS

888-FL-IMPLANT

• We surgically insert and restore Implants in the same office!
• Enjoy the relaxing benefit of conscious oral sedation...As easy as 

taking a pill.
• 100% financing available at 0% interest
• Stabilize loose dentures or partials, replace missing teeth!

For Free Implant Report Dial (888) 692-1325 or www.freeimplantreport.com

T.A.
Aliapoulios,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN1847

Wade B.
Harrouff,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN10761

Jonothan
M. Royal,
D.M.D.
Lic. #DN12061

Salvotore
V. Melita,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN8575

APPEARANCE IMPLANT &
LASER

EXPERIENCE - Dentists have over 130 years combined dental
experience in Palm Beach County. With over 13,000
crowns/implants insertions.
EQUIPMENT - Digital X-Rays, 90% less radiation.
IMPLANT SYSTEMS - Biohorizon, Lifecore, Biolock - All
made in the USA.
EDUCATION - Dr. Wade Harrouff is a graduate of Misch
Institute, University of Tennessee, University of Pittsburgh
and Graduate of Implant Program at Atlantic Dental Research
Clinic. Also, trained in France and Germany.
WARRANTY - Lifetime warranty from manufacturer of implants.

Implants
Starting At
$499
Free Full Mouth 
X-ray, and Exam

New Patients Only!
D6010, D0150, D9310

D330
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Water Conservation Month
At the April 7, Okeechobee City Council meeting, Mayor Jim Kirk, right, pro-
claimed the month of April to be Water Conservation Month in the city. He 
presented the proclamation to Gary Ritter, left, director of South Florida Wa-
ter Management District’s Okeechobee Service Center.



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the
Delaware State News. All
advertising is subject to
publisher’s approval. The
publisher reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all copy, and to insert
above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to
credit approval. All ads
must conform to Delaware
State News style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Lost

JAPANESE CHIN Small, Blk 
& White w/pink harness. 
Vic. of NE 80th St., Cedar 
Cove. 763-7549 Reward

Garage/
Yard Sales

TAYLOR CREEK Isle -A 
complete household of fur-
niture left over from estate. 
Some antiques. Everything 
must go! Priced rea-
sonable. Beds, dressers, ta-
ble w/6 chairs, washer & 
dryer, stove, sleeper sofa 
an other household goods. 
Sat only 4/11 8 am until 
everything is gone. 2902 
SE 18th Terr. No checks, 
Cash only !

YARD SALE - Fri & Sat,2319 
sw 21st ST, 8am - 3pm. 
Lot’s of kids and baby toys 
& clothes, and more. Funds 
for mothers items will go 
toward IRSC Memorial 
Scholarship.

Health/Disability Services Coordinator - Seasonal Po-
sition (6 to 9 months)

ECMHSP is now accepting applications for Health/Disability 
Services Coordinator in a Migrant Head Start Program. 
Responsible for ensuring that children and families have a 
source of continuous and accessible health care. Assumes 
lead role in the implementation of Health, Disability, Men-
tal Health and Dental Services at the center in collabora-
tion with Family Services Coordinators. Assumes primary 
responsibility for services for children with disabilities at 
center. Preferred: License Practical Nurse, Certifi ed Medi-
cal Assistant, or Associates degree in health related fi eld 
and one year experience working with young children, in-
cluding children with disabilities, and families. Experience 
in community services. Supervisory experience. Bilingual 
(Sp/Eng or Creole/ Eng). Accepted: High School Diplo-
ma/GED and approved formal Health Credential or 45 
contact hours of formal training in a health related fi eld.  
Experience working with young children, including chil-
dren with disabilities. Experience in community services.  
Supervisory experience preferred.  Starting salary 
$466.40 to $490.00 weekly. Personal Leave and employ-
er-matched retirement plan. 

Closing date: 4/13/09
Send resume/letter of interest or apply at: 

1003 NW 2nd Street
Okeechobee, FL 34972
Fax: (863) 467-1822
EOE, ADA, License # C190K0014

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

BUSY CHILD CARE CENTER 
looking for Pre-school  
TEACHER. Exp. a plus. 
Please call (863) 467-5588

Facilitator, pt. for Strong 
Fathers/Strong Families in 
Okee. County.  BA required 
with exp. in human servic-
es, psychology, or related 
fi eld for educational pa-
renting group.  

EOE/DFWP
Fax resume to CASTLE
(772)  465-6013
By 04/15/2009

Employment
Medical

CNA, LPN or RN
Experienced only need apply.  

For nights, weekends &
some weekdays (6pm-6am).  

Smoke free environment.
Must be CPR Certifi ed & able 

to pass drug & TB tests.
Background check also req’d.  
Fax resume to 

(863)763-9302 or call 
(863)634-5765

ORTHODONTIC
PRACTICE Seeks upbeat 
team player for a career

position as an Orthodontic 
Assistant. Excellent 
communication skills 

essential. Experience a plus, 
but will train. Fax resume to: 

(863)467-2347

PART TIME MEDICAL AS-
SISTANT - Mon, Wed, Fri. 
Fax resume to 
(863)467-1612

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Handyman Services

DEE’S MINOR REPAIR
& Pressure Washing
Cool Sealing, Painting,

Carpentry & Much More!
No Job Too Big or Small. 

(863)467-2917
or (863)261-6425

License # 5698 & #1126

? NEED HELP ?
CALL GEORGE CARTER
Painting, Repairs, Carpen-

try
Power Washing

FREE CONSULTATION
(863)763-4775

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Appliances

DOUBLE STACKED- Wash-
er/Dryer $400 OBO 
(863)801-5850

Guns/Supplies

SAVAGE - 7mm Rem Mag, 
bolt action mod #110, 
Bushnell High Contrast 
Scope $450 (863)697-6095

Pets/Supplies

AMER BULL DOG PUPS - 2f, 
1m, Beautiful, great per-
sonalities, shots & wormed, 
$600 (239)707-5423

Wanted To Buy

FLORIDA ART - A.E. Back-
us, H. Newton, A. Hair, G. 
Buckner, Highwaymen Big 
$$ (772)562-5567

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Horses

MISSOURI FOX TROTTER - 
Beautiful Gelding. For more 
info. call 863-634-5406

Lawn & Garden

LAWN CARE SERVICE - Free estimates, mowing, weed 
eating, edging, sod installation and more!  Call Cody 
(863)447-0797

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

IN TOWN - 2/2 very clean, 
w/d, lawn maint included, 
$800 + $300 sec. Call  
(863) 634-3572

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

OKEECHOBEE - 2 br, 2 ba, 
privacy fence. All appls, 
new tile & carpet. 
(863)447-0925 or 
(863)763-2416

OKEECHOBEE TRI-PLEX       
clean, 2 BR, 2 BA,  W/D 
hook-up, patio, privacy 
fence, no pets  $690 mo., 
1st last + $500 sec. dep., 
free garbage and lawn 
maint. (417)848-3424 or 
(417)848-6360

TAYLOR CREEK CONDO
1BR/1BA, 1st fl oor, fur-

nished, pool & tennis, boat 
dock, rec room, very nice. 

Reasonable   561-324-4902 
or 561-582-8693.

TAYLOR CREEK CONDOS - 
1BR, 1BA, Furnished. $650 
mo. + $350 sec. dep. 
(863)763-6576

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Houses - Rent

CANAL FRONT Furnished  
2BR, 1BA, screen porch, 
boat dock & lift, hardwood 
fl oors through out, DW, 
W&D. Includes  Lawn Care, 
water & satellite TV $850 
1st & sec.  (863)467-7528

FOR RENT - 3/2 great 
neighborhood in SW sec-
tion. $1175 mo + sec 
(863)467-4971

Lawn & Garden

Houses - Rent

FURNISHED DUPLEX - 
2BR, 1BA, 1 car garage, 
W&D, DW, Ceiling fans in 
every room, front & rear 
porch, tile fl oors through 
out, Located in Kings Bay. 
Includes lawn care & gar-
bage.- $775 fi rst & sec. 
(863)467-7528

IN TOWN - Clean 2.5 BR, 
1BA,   w/W&D hook up, 
lawn serv. Non-smk. env., 
Small pet ok. $750 mo. + 
$500 sec. 941-504-3954 or 
941-366-6617

KINGS BAY, Furnished 1BR, 
1BA duplex, 1 car garage, 
W&D, tile fl oors through 
out, ceiling fans in every 
room. Includes, lawn care 
& garbage. $675  1st & 
sec. (863) 467-7528

LEAVE THE CITY - Live in 
the country! 3/2 Share 20 
acres. Horses welcome! 
Call Buzz (772)201-8230

LOG CABIN -   2BR, 1BA, 
Rim Canal. Pool & Dock. Fur-
nished w/Bedding, Linens & 
Cookware.   (561)234-0277

Rent to own or sell 3/1 CBS, 
new roof, newly renovated 
$99,900 (561)801-3002

Rental Needed

COUPLE NEEDS HOME FOR 
RENT - 3/2/2, with pool, 1 
pet, in Okeechobee We 
have ref’s (863)484-2492

LOOKING FOR 20 -30 
ACRES TO RENT - with 
well, (863)532-1753

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Lots - Sale

5 Acres- 5 minutes north of 
town off 441, cleared 
$79,900.00 (561)801-3002

Warehouse Space

WAREHOUSE FOR RENT

*40’ X 80’ or up to 120’ X 80’

*(863)634-7988 Call for information

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

A 55+, 2BR/2BA Mobile 
Home in Indianwood, 2 
golf courses, partially furn., 
w/d, $550 mo. or sale 
$25,000. (772)341-6617

BEST VALUE IN TOWN! 
For Rent: 2/1 apartment. 
Unit newly remodeled. Locat-
ed 12 miles north of Okee-
chobee on Equestrian Ranch. 
Monthly water, trash & lawn 
maintenance included. No 
Pets! $495 - Move in special. 
M-F (863)467-2982

CABIN - 1/1,$525. MO + 
Sec & elec , also 1/1 RV, 
BHR $400 mo. + Sec & elec. 
55+ Comm (863)763-7164

DWMH - 2BR/2Bath on east 
side of town. $850 mo  1st, 
last & Sec. (863)697-8836

FT. DRUM - 1st time rental,  
beautiful D/W on 5ac. Ft 
Drum creek/pond in back 
$1000 dep. $750 mo. 
(772)464-9226

OKEECHOBEE - 2br, 1ba 
with large back  porch & 
front porch on large scenic, 
wooded, fenced lot. $800 
mo. Also a 1 br, 1ba $500 
mo. Call 863-634-3451

Mobile Home
Rent

TAYLOR CREEK ISLES - 2/2 
furnished on water w/dock. 
Electric/Water/Cable In-
cluded. No pets. Adults on-
ly. $1000 mo. + $500 sec. 
dep. Call 954-260-1933

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Older 5th wheel - 2/3 BR 
w/lg addition, on Taylor 
Creek. 55+ Riverbend Park. 
GREAT DEAL $7000 
(828)208-0980

PARK MODEL -35’ Trailer, 
Come see, Make offer. Fi-
jan RV Park, 6500 Hwy 441 
SElot 20. Okee. 
(304)690-6112

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Motorcycles

HONDA SHADOW 750 - 
2005 Very Low miles, Great 
condition $4000 
(863)763-8847

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Automobiles

CHEVY LUMINA - 1997, 
LOADED, NEW TIRES, 
135K MILES $1600 
(863)801-5678

FORD WINDSTAR - 1999, 
Needs work, $1200 or best 
offer (863)634-3200

LINCOLN MARK VII, 1990, 
96k miles,1 owner, good 
cond. $4000 fi rm. call from 
4-8pm (407)436-1266

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Published 3 weeks* in all of our Florida papers: Caloosa Belle, Clewiston News, Glades County Democrat, Immokalee Bulletin, Okeechobee News, and The Sun
* Ads will run in the Wednesday Okeechobee News and weekly publications.

TO PLACE YOUR AD GO TO:
WWW.NEWSZAP.COM

CLICK ON CLASSIFIEDS
For Legal Ads Email:

legalads@newszap.com

For All Other Classified Ads Email:
classads@newszap.com

OKEE

BUSINESS HOURS
� Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINES
� Wednesday 11 a.m. Tues. for Wed. publication
� Friday 11 a.m. Thurs. for Fri. publication 
� Sunday 10 a.m. Fri. for Sun. publication

• All personal items under $5,000
ABSOLUTELY FREE when placed online

• Ads phoned in subject to charge
• Price must be included in ad
• Private parties only
• 2 items per household per issue
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Employment
Medical



Crossword Puzzle

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE WILL HOLD A REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2009 AT 3:30 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM OF THE BEN 
L. BRYAN ADMINISTRATION BUILDING ON THE MAIN CAMPUS OF INDIAN 
RIVER STATE COLLEGE AT 3209 VIRGINIA AVENUE, FORT PIERCE, FLORI-
DA 34981-5596.  NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN THAT AT 9:00 A.M., TUESDAY, 
APRIL 21, 2009, AN AGENDA MEETING WILL BE HELD IN THE BOARD 
ROOM OF THE BEN L. BRYAN ADMINISTRATION BUILDING ON THE MAIN 
CAMPUS, 3209 VIRGINIA AVENUE, FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 34981-5596.  
ANY PERSONS WISHING TO PLACE BEFORE THAT BOARD FOR CONSID-
ERATION ARGUMENTS CONCERNING ISSUES OF LAW OR POLICY OR 
PRESENT EVIDENCE OF ANY PERTINENT FACT THAT MAY BE IN DISPUTE 
MUST NOTIFY THE PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE AT LEAST SEVEN DAYS 
BEFORE THE SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.  ANY 
PERSONS WISHING TO APPEAL THE DECISIONS OF THIS BOARD WITH 
RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING WILL NEED A 
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE MAY NEED TO 
ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE.
316487 ON 4/10/09

PUBLIC NOTICE
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTING

A CITY ORDINANCE

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 
Florida will on Tuesday, April 21, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter 
possible, at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave., Okeechobee, FL conduct a PUBLIC 
HEARING on and thereafter to consider fi nal reading of the following Ordi-
nance into law:  NO. 1044: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEE-
CHOBEE, FLORIDA AMENDING THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES, MUNICIPAL PURCHASING, SECTION 2-282, TO 
ADD DEFINITIONS AND SECTION 2-290, LOCAL VENDOR PREFER-
ENCE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS AND SEVERABILITY; PROVID-
ING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
   All members of the public are encouraged to attend and participate in 
said hearing. The proposed Ordinance may be inspected in its entirety by 
members of the public in the Offi ce of the City Clerk during regular business 
hours, Mon-Fri, 8am-4:30pm, except for holidays.
 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that if any person desires to ap-
peal any decision made by the City Council with respect to any matter con-
sidered at this hearing, such interested person will need a record of the 
proceedings, and for such purpose may need to ensure a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. City Clerk media are for the sole pur-
pose of backup for offi cial records of the Clerk.
 In accordance with the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) and Florida 
Statutes 286.26, persons with disabilities needing special accommodation to 
participate in this proceeding should contact Lane Gamiotea no later than 
two (2) working days prior to the proceeding at 863-763-3372 x215; if 
hearing or voice impaired, call TDD 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 
1-800-955-8771 (TTY).
 Lane Gamiotea, CMC, CITY CLERK
317370 ON 4/10/09

Four Wheel Drive

F250 EXT. CAB -1988, 7.3 
litre diesel, 1 ton, rear & 
gooseneck ball $2200 
(863)634-2379

Golf Carts

EZ GO - W/4”lift, stereo, 
over sized tires, enclosed, 
head lights. $1500 or trade 
for pontoon trl 
(954)707-2274

Pickup Trucks

FORD F150 - 1999, Auto, 
a/c, long bed, v6, good 
cond. $1,950 
(812)989-3022

Vans

CHRYSLER  VOYAGER  
2003 - 60,000 miles, Used 
not abused. Well main-
tained. 7 passenger. Air 
bags, anti-lock brakes, 
p/w, V-6, a/c, auto. P/l  
$6000/neg. (239)633-9246  
(863)675-3390

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COUR
 OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY,

FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2008-CP-157

IN RE: ESTATE OF:
 GEORGE L. CLAY JR.,
     Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

   The administration of the estate of 
GEORGE L. CLAY, JR., deceased, 
whose date of death was July 27, 
2008, and whose Social security 
number is 593-32-3881, is the Circuit 
Court for Okeechobee, Florida, Pro-
bate Division, File No.: 2008-CP-157; 
the address of is Probate Division, 
312 N.W. 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 34972. The names and ad-
dresses of the personal representa-
tive and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set 
forth below.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate, in-
cluding unmatured, contingent or 
unliquidated claims, on whom a copy 
of this notice is served must fi le their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
   All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons who have claims 
or demands against the decedent’s 
estate, including unmatured, contin-
gent or unliquidated claims, must fi le 
their claims with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE. ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF 
THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED. NOTWITH-
STANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER 
THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH 
IS BARRED.
   The date of fi rst publication of this 
Notice is April 10th, 2009.

Glenn J. Sneider, Esq.
Personal Representative

200 S.W. 9th Street
Okeechobee, Florida 34974

WILLIAM J. WALLACE, P.A.
Attorney for Personal Representative
115 NW 11th Avenue
Okeechobee, Florida 34972
Telephone: 863-467-4671
Florida Bar No.: 778125
317181 ON 4/10,15/09

Shop from a gift catalog
that’s updated regulaly:
the classifieds.

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.:  47-2008-CA-000580

INTERBANK,
     Plaintiff
DONNA H. LEE, et al,
     Defendants

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: SHANNON P. LEE
      Last Known Address:
      2666 NW 6th Street,
      Okeechobee, FL 34972
      Also Attempted At:
      631 NE 179th Street,
      Okeechobee, FL 34972;
      631 NW 28th Avenue,
      Okeechobee, FL 34972 and
      1108 SW 10th Street,
      Okeechobee, FL 34974
Current Address: Unknown

   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an ac-
tion for Foreclosure of Mortgage on 
the following described property:

   LOT 34 OF TREASURE ISLAND, 
UNIT 10, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 22, PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF OKEECHO-
BEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
TOGETHER WITH A MOBILE 
HOME, PERMANANTELY AF-
FIXED AND SITUATED THERE-
TO, UPON THE REAL 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED 
ABOVE.

has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it, on 
Marshall C. Watson, P.A., Attorney 
for Plaintiff, whose address is 1800 
NW 49th Street, Suite 120, Ft. Lau-
derdale, FL 33309 within thirty (30) 
days after the fi rst publication of this 
Notice in the Okeechobee News and 
fi le the original with the Clerk of this 
Court either before service on Plain-
tiff’s attorney or immediately thereaf-
ter, otherwise a default will be 
entered against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint.
   In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA)  
disabled person who, because of 
their disabilities need special accom-
modation to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact not later than 
seven (7) days prior to the proceed-
ing Court Administration at 250 NW 
Country Club Dr., Port St. Lucie, FL 
34989. Phone 772-807-4370., 
1-800-955-8771 (hearing impaired) 
or 1-800-955-8770 (voice impaired).
   WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court this 6th day of April, 2009.

Sharon Robertson
As Clerk of the Court

By: Arlene Nealis
As Deputy Clerk

317195 ON 4/10,17/09

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

 IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE
 COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 2009-CP-071
Division: Probate

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
 JAMES PANICO,
     Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

   The administration of the estate of 
JAMES PANICO, deceased, whose 
date of death was February 9, 2009, 
and whose social security number is 
355-30-3328, is pending in the Cir-
cuit Court for Okeechobee County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address 
of which is 312 North West 3rd 
Street, Okeechobee, Florida 34974. 
The names and addresses of the per-
sonal representative and the person-
al representative’s attorney are set 
forth below.
   All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must fi le their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
   All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must fi le their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA 
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
   NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECENDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
   The date of fi rst publication of this 
notice is April 10th, 2009.

Attorney for Personal Representative:
JEFFREY A. FADLEY, P.A.
Fla. Bar No.: 035667
Attorney for Petitioner
807 South West 2nd Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 343974
Telephone: (863)763-5733
Facsimile: (863)763-6199

Personal Representative:
Charlotte Panico

1068 Woodhill Court
Elgin, Illinois 60120

317383 ON 4/10,17/09

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIR-

CUIT IN AND FOR OKEE-
CHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2009 DR 132

IN RE: The Marriage of  
CHIRANJIVI BHARATH JAN-

NU,
 Husband
and HANNAH JESSIE FRANCIS 

TATAPUDI, Wife 
   

VERIFIED PETITION FOR
DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

AND OTHER RELIEF

   The Husband, Chiranjivi Bharath 
Jannu, by and through his under-
signed attorney, fi les this his Peti-
tion for Dissolution of Marriage 
and other relief and would show 
the Court as follows:
   1. This is a Petition for Dissolu-
tion of Marriage and Other Relief.
   2. The Husband has been a 
resident of the State of Florida for 
more than six months prior to the 
fi ling of this Petition.
   3. The parties were married to 
each other on December 7, 2007 
in Warangal, Andhra Pradesh, In-
dia and have ceased to live to-
gether as Husband and Wife.
   4. The marriage between the 
parties is irretrievably broken and 
there is no hope or possibility of 
reconciliation.
   5. The Husband is over the age 
of eighteen years and is not a 
member of the Armed Forces of 
the United States.
   6. There have been no children 
born of the marriage and the Wife 
is not pregnant.
   7. The parties have only one 
marital asset and liability, namely, 
a timeshare in Orlando, which has 
a mortgage. The timeshare has no 
equity. The Husband requests this 
asset and liability as his own.

   WHEREFORE the Husband prays 
that this Court take jurisdiction of 
the subject matter and the parties 
enter an order dissolving the mar-
riage now existing between the 
parties; enter an order awarding 
the Husband the sole marital asset 
and liability, which is the Orlando 
timeshare; and award such further 
relief as the Court might appear 
just and proper.
   I understand that I am 
swearing or affi rming under 
oath to the truthfulness of the 
claims made in this affi davit 
and that the punishment for 
knowingly making a false 
statement includes fi nes 
and/or imprisonment.
 

Chiranjivi Bharath Jannu

   Sworn to and subscribed before 
me on this the  10  day of March, 
2009, by Chiranjivi Bharath Jannu, 
who is personally known to me or 
who did provide Florida Driver’s Li-
cense as identifi cation.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
   I hereby certify that copy of the 
foregoing has been furnished to 
Hannah Jessie Francis Tatapudi by 
Notice of Publication and by mail 
to Pragathi Pride Apartments, 
Apartment 102, Barkath Pura, Hy-
derebad, India 500027 this 1 2 t h 
day of March, 2009.

GRAZI & GIANINO
217 E. Ocean Boulevard

Stuart, FL 34994
Telephone: 772-286-0200
Facsimile: 772-286-4789

By: Peter T. Gianino
FL Bar No.: 327492/577421

314980 ON 3/27;4/3,10/09

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
 NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIR-

CUIT,
 IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 09-DR-100

DONNA LYNN ORTIZ,
     Petitioner
and
JOSE ARMES ORTIZ,
     Respondent

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: Jose Armes Ortiz

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for dissolution of marriage has 
been fi led against you and you are 
required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to: Donna 
Lynn Ortiz, Petitioner, P.O. Box 
733, Okeechobee, Florida 34973, 
on or before April 26, 2009, and 
fi le the original with the Clerk of 
Court, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okee-
chobee, Florida 34972, either be-
fore service on Petitioner or 
immediately thereafter; otherwise 
a default will be entered against 
you for the relief demanded in the 
petition.

DATED: March 5, 2009.

Sharon Robertson
As Clerk of the Court

By: Bea Rodriguez
As Deputy Clerk

314586 ON 3/27;4/3,10,17/09

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE
 COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No. 2009-DR-121

IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF
  KENNETH P. WILLIAMS
      Petitioner/Husband
and
  KRISTINA R. SARGENT,
     Respondent/Wife.

NOTICE OF ACTION
CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

TO: KRISTINA R. SARGENT
      Addresses Unknown

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Dissolu-
tion of Marriage action has been 
fi led and commenced in this court.

You are required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if any to it, 
on the Petitioner/Wife’s attorney, 
whose name and address is 
GLENN J. SNEIDER, ESQUIRE, 200 
S.W. 9th Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 34974, and fi le the original 
with the clerk of the above-styled 
Court on or before 4/19/2009; oth-
erwise a default will be entered 
against you for the relief prayed 
for in the complaint or petition.

This notice shall be published once 
each week for four consecutive 
weeks in The Okeechobee News.

Witness my hand and the seal of said 
Court at Okeechobee, Florida on 
this 17th day of March, 2009.

SHARON ROBERTSON
As Clerk of Said Court

By: Arlene Nealis
As Deputy Clerk

314057 ON 03/20,27;04/03,10/09

LEGAL NOTICE

A public auction will be held at BMJ 
Towing, Inc. Lot at 414 South Parrott 
Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
on Friday the 24th day of April, 2009 
from 10:00-11:00 A.M. Pursuant to 
Florida statute 713.78 for unpaid 
towing and storage. Year, Make, 
Model & Vin’s as follows:

2007 Black Chevy Suburban
3GNFC16J67G271097

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. The seller 
reserves the right of fi nal bid. All 
sales are fi nal. No refunds will be 
made. Said automobiles will be sold 
in “AS IS” with no guarantees.
317150 ON 04/10/09

IN THE CIRCUIT OF THE 19TH
 JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORI-

DA,
IN AND FOR

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
Case #2009 CA 000111

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., as Trustee 
for Option One Mortgage Loan Trust 
2006-1, Asset-Backed Certifi cates, 
Series 2006-1,
     Plaintiff,
vs
Robert B. Griffi s; Unknown Parties in 
Possession #1; Unknown Parties in 
Possession #2; If living, and all Un-
known Parties claiming by, through, 
under and against the above named 
Defendant(s) who are not known to 
be dead or alive, whether said Un-
known Parties may claim an interest 
as Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, Grant-
ees, or Other Claimants,
     Defendants

NOTICE OF
 ACTION FORECLOSURE

PROCEEDINGS-PROPERTY

TO: Robert B. Griffi s

   Residence unknown, if living, in-
cluding any unknown spouse of 
said Defendants, if either has re-
married and if either or both of 
said Defendants are dead, their re-
spective unknown heirs, devisees, 
grantees, assignees, creditors, li-
enors, and trustees, and all other 
persons claiming by, through, un-
der or against the named Defen-
dant(s); and the aforementioned 
named Defendant(s) and such of 
the aforementioned unknown De-
fendants and such of the afore-
mentioned unknown Defendants 
as may be infants, incompetents or 
otherwise not sui juris.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an 
action has been commenced to fore-
close a mortgage on the following 
real property, lying and being and 
situated in Okeechobee County, 
Florida, more particularly described 
as follows:

 THE EAST 241.70 FEET OF THE 
NORTH 208.70 FEET OF THE 
SOUTH 417.40 FEET OF THE 
SOUTH ONE-HALF (S 1/2)OF THE 
NORTH ONE-HALF (N 1/2) OF 
SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 35 
SOUTH, RANGE 33 EAST, OKEE-
CHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA,LESS 
AND EXCEPT THERFROM THE 
EAST 33.00 FEET.

  TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN 
YEAR: 1999, MAKE: LIMITED, 
VIN#FLA14613713A AND 
VIN#:FLA14613713B, MANUFAC-
TURED HOME, WHICH IS PERMA-
NENTLY AFIXED TO THE ABOVE 
DESCRIBED LANDS, AS SUCH IT 
IS DEEMED TO BE A FIXTURE AND 
A PART OF THE REAL ESTATE.

   more commonly known as 16895 
Northwest 144th Avenue, Okeecho-
bee, FL 34972.

   This action has been fi led against 
you and you are required to serve a 
copy of your written defense, if any, 
upon SHAPIRO & FISHMAN, LLP, At-
torneys for Plaintiff, whose address is 
2424 North Federal Highway, Suite 
360, Boca Raton, Florida 33431, 
within thirty (30) days after the fi rst 
publication of this notice and fi le the 
original with the clerk of this Court 
either before service on Plaintiff’s at-
torney or immediately there after; 
other wise a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded 
in the Complaint.
   WITNESS my hand and seal of this 
Court on the 30th day of March, 
2009.

SHARON ROBERTSON
Circuit and County Courts
By: /S/ LINDA F. YOUNG

Deputy Clerk
316392 ON 4/3,10/09

Public Notice

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Public Notice
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ACROSS
1 Backups
7 High spot

10 “The Man Who
Mistook His Wife
for __”: 1985
best-seller

14 Straight
15 Robbery scene

evidence
17 Skips the bistro
18 Song that

provided the
melody for Elvis’s
“It’s Now or
Never”

19 Self-concerned
question

21 ’80s Celtics
coach Jones et
al.

22 Bavarian article
23 One who leaves

too many things
out

27 Virtuous type
29 Division words
33 Mississippi bank
35 Barely eat
37 Comment from

the cellar?
40 It merged with

Travelers in 1998
41 Office gadget
42 Shangri-la
43 Dilute, with

“down”
46 Flying A rival
47 NFL stat
48 Gun
50 Words with a

shrug
58 Leadership

partners
59 Hybrid cuisine
60 Do nothing about

something
61 Antique
62 After-dinner

letters
63 __ Altos, Calif.
64 Lively dances

DOWN
1 Word of relief
2 Remini of “The

King of Queens”
3 “__ way!”

4 Small flier’s
destination

5 Lively
6 NBA’s Thunder,

formerly
7 Yours, in Tours
8 Work with 

bugs?
9 Make good use

of
10 AFL part: Abbr.
11 “Go for the Goal”

autobiographer
12 R&B singer

India.__
13 One of Ali’s

career 25
16 The Phoenix of

the NCAA’s
Southern
Conference

20 Govt.
cryptanalysis org.

23 Dessert portion
24 Massenet opera
25 Like aspen

leaves
26 Togo neighbor
28 Not fitting
29 How many prefer

to live
30 Benefits

31 Resting places
32 Wing opening
34 Incl. ending
36 The Cayman Isl.

are part of it
38 Badly
39 Handel bars
44 Schubert’s “The

__ King”
45 Bag man?
47 “The wolf __ the

door”

49 Spica’s
constellation

50 Bladed tools
51 Numerical prefix
52 Party enforcer
53 Functions
54 Stabilizing part
55 Corner
56 Spicy Spanish

stew
57 Unites
58 10% of MDL

By Robert H. Wolfe
(c)2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 12/20/08
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Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

It took more than a week, but the softball 
game between Okeechobee High School 
and Moore Haven High School is fi nally over 
with Okeechobee putting it in the win col-
umn, 5-0.

Last Tuesday a thunderstorm cancelled 
the game in the middle of the fourth inning 
with the game scoreless. The two teams 
resumed action almost a week later and 
Okeechobee fi nally broke through on of-
fense.

“We were edgy in the beginning, but 
things went quickly,” Okeechobee Coach 
Kim Hargraves said, “All I said was we don’t 
score, they don’t score. I just kept beating 
that into their heads over and over. Once we 
started to string hits together we’re pretty 
much unstoppable. The girls do a good job 
of jumping on that train together.”

A big defensive play helped get Okeecho-
bee going after fi ve scoreless innings. Macy 
Randolph and Emily Navarro singled in the 
fi fth to give the Terriers a scoring threat. 
However Okeechobee’s Sam Harrell got 
stingy on the mound with consecutive strike-
outs of Kendra Murphy and Kristin Bembry. 
She retired Jessica Echols on a grounder to 
second to end the threat.

Harrell also got in trouble in the sixth as 
she allowed a slap single to Kara Anderson, 
the Terriers speedy catcher. Ashanti Shep-
hard followed with a sinking line drive to 
left that appeared destined to be a base hit. 
However, Emily McCullough hustled and 
made a nice running grab in short left fi eld. 
She wheeled and threw to fi rst to double up 
Anderson for a key double play.

“That was huge, it got our offense ready 
to go,” Hargraves stated.

Okeechobee put fi ve hits together in the 
sixth inning to fi nally score against Jessica 
Echols. Naomi Stevens opened the frame 
with a double to left fi eld. It appeared to 
be a routine single but Stevens kept going 
and slid under the tag by Navarro in a close 
play at second base. Ashtyn Brown singled 
Stevens home, and Taylor Douglas put run-
ners on fi rst and third with a bunt single. Mc-
Cullough reached base on a fi elder’s choice 
to make it 2-0. Navarro threw home to try 
and get Brown at the plate, but the throw 
was late. Courtney Wilson put the fi nishing 
touches on the win with a long homerun 
over the center fi eld fence, the fi rst of her ca-
reer. She measured the blast at 280 feet.

“It felt amazing. I didn’t even feel that I hit 
the ball. It was just gone when I hit it,” she 
said, “Moore Haven was tough. I didn’t think 
they’d be that good. We came out and did 
our thing, like we know how to do.”

Wilson said the team’s success at the 
Kissimmee Classic against some top teams 
have given the teams confi dence that they 
can play with anyone. Moore Haven is a 
playoff contender in their classifi cation this 
year.

Macy Randolph had a double and a single 
to lead Moore Haven. Ashtyn Brown made a 
diving stop to rob Navarro of a hit in the sev-
enth inning. She switched to short stop after 
starting the game at second base.

Lady Brahmans fi nish off Moore Haven Terriers

5 THINGS YOU NEED TO ASK BEFORE BUYING A POOL
• Are All Pool Builders The Same?
• Is All Pool Equipment The Same?
• Do You Know Who’s Going To Be In Your Backyard?
• Are All Warranty Packages The Same?
• Have You Checked The Pool Company’s References?
A& G CONCRETE POOLS OFFERS THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS
• A & G Pools Ranks In The Top 50 Pool Builders In The U.S.A.
• A & G Pools Offers Top Of The Line Jandy Equipment
• A & G Pools Builds With All In-house Employees
• A & G Pools Includes 3 Year Warranties on all Parts and Labor on all Equipment
• A & G Pools Has Been In Business For 22 Years And Has Built Over 3500 Pools On The “Treasure Coast”

Call Us And Get Your Free Pool Design And Information Packet

BUT DON’T HAVE THE FOGGIEST CLUE WHERE TO START?
HAVE YOU DONE YOUR HOMEWORK?

Our Qualified Designers, With Your Ideas And Thoughts, Will Design The Pool You Have Always Imagined.
“NOT JUST A POOL, BUT YOUR BACKYARD DREAM”
“FROM SIMPLE TO SENSATIONAL”
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Emily Navarro fi elds a grounder dur-
ing Tuesday’s Moore Haven game in 
Okeechobee.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Naomi Stevens slides in ahead of the tag by Emily Navarro of Moore Haven dur-
ing the sixth inning Tuesday.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Taylor Douglas legs out a bunt hit, a key 
play in the Brahmans fi ve run sixth.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Courtney Wilson is congratulated by teammates and Coach Heather Stillians 
after Tuesday’s homerun.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Samantha Harrell blanked Moore Ha-
ven on consecutive Tuesdays, and got 
one victory.



D
O
D
G
E

M
A
Z
D
A 866-404-7184

866-404-7184 866-404-7184

866-404-7184

20 Okeechobee News April 10, 2009


	a01_a_main
	a02_okeechobeenews
	a03_okeechobeenews
	a04_okeechobeenews
	a05_okeechobeenews
	a06_okeechobeenews
	a07_okeechobeenews
	a08_okeechobeenews
	a09_okeechobeenews
	a10_okeechobeenews
	a11_okeechobeenews
	a12_okeechobeenews
	a13_okeechobeenews
	a14_okeechobeenews
	a15_okeechobeenews
	a16_okeechobeenews
	a17_okeechobeenews
	a18_okeechobeenews
	a19_okeechobeenews
	a20_okeechobeenews

