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‘Business in a 
soft economy’ 
seminar set

“Doing business in a soft 
economy” — a small business 
seminar will be held at Indian 
River State College, William-
son Conference Center Rm 
c-105 on March 19, from 11 
a.m. until 1 p.m. With a slow 
economy affecting most areas 
of business, the time has come 
to make sure that business 
owners are exploring every po-
tential issue that could be cost-
ing money. This seminar will 
examine product and service 
mix, advertising strategy, and 
proper market identifi cation 
techniques to help ensure that 
business owners are dotting ev-
ery “i” and crossing every “t” to 
get through this rough period in 
this tough economy. To reserve 
your spot please contact Sean 
Moore at 863-517-0097 or by 
email, spmoore@fgcu.edu.

Family Learning 
Event invites 
participants

The East Coast Migrant Head 
Start Project invites participants 
to attend a Family Learning 
Event planned for March 28, 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. at the 
Community Civic Center in 
Okeechobee, 1003 N.W. Sec-
ond Street. The event will pro-
vide parents with information 
on Okeechobee community 
services. They are inviting Com-
munity Partners to come and 
join us to help local families. If 
your organization is interested 
in attending, please call Sharon 
Vinson for more information at 
863-467-1822. Sign up for the 
event should be no later than 
March 24.

Honor for Veterans
The American Legion Post 

64 is taking applications for 
names to be engraved into the 
Wall of Honor at Veterans Park. 
Submitted names will be added 
before Memorial Day with a cut 
off date of April 18.

The Wall of Honor is for 
veteran’s discharged under 
honorable conditions, living or 
deceased. The cost is $60 per 
name. Applications can be ob-
tained at the American Legion 
Post 64 offi ce or lounge. Ap-
plications must be submitted 
separately for each veteran. For 
further information, please call 
863-763-2950.

Briefs

12.50 feet 
Last Year: xxx feet

Lake Levels

Source: South Florida Water 
Management District. Depth 
given in feet above sea level

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

The third annual Okeechobee 
County Fair begins Friday, March 
13, opening at 5 p.m. with Sup-
port Our Troops Night. Bring 
in three items listed on http://
forgottensoldiers.org/donate-
items_needed.shtml and get 
free admission. The fair opens 
at 5 p.m. with grand opening 
ceremonies and remains open 
until 1 a.m. Early Bird Armband 
special for $20 from 5 p.m. until 

10 p.m.
Remember to use the S.R. 

710 entrance to the Okeechobee 
Agri-Civic Center/fairgrounds.

The Miss Okeechobee County 
Fair Beauty Pageant begins at 7 
p.m. Midnight madness begins 
at 10 p.m. until 1 a.m. for $15 
armband.

There are many fee activities 
daily for no additional charge 
beyond the fair entrance fee. 
There are daily pig races, a live-
stock show, a beauty pageant 
and the traditional creative skills 

and crafts, vegetable and horti-
culture exhibits. There will be 
a Seminole Heritage show on 
Saturday, March 14, from noon 
until 2 p.m. and the Bob Teany 
Car Show from noon until 4 
p.m. Seminole Indians will hold 
an alligator demonstration and 
cultural exhibits including sto-
rytelling, foods, dress, arts and 
crafts. Thunder Road will play 
on Saturday, March 14, as well 
from 8 p.m. until 11 p.m. Dew-
ayne Hill, a family-friendly comic 
and magician will be performing 

throughout the day.
The Okeechobee Cattlemen’s 

Spring Rodeo will take place Sat-
urday, March 14, and Sunday, 
March 15 at 2:30 p.m. each af-
ternoon.

Sunday, March 15 is Family 
Day with a Hispanic band jam-
boree and low rider car show 
which are all free with normal 
admission. New Ground Quar-
tet will perform at 2 p.m. in the 
music entertainment tent. The 
Plebada Car Club will feature 
cars and bikes from 2 p.m. until 

9 p.m.
The Hispanic Band Jamboree 

will begin at 4:30 p.m. and run 
until 9 p.m. DJ Escorpion will DJ 
throughout the jamboree and 
at 5:15 p.m. will feature Rafaga 
Band and at 7:30 p.m. will fea-
ture Modela Musica.

The Okeechobee Idol Contest 
will be the highlight of Monday, 
March 15, which is also Bargain 
Night with the fi rst armband for 
$15 and the second armband 

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

Foster Grandparents gath-
ered at the Episcopal Church 
of Our Savior for their monthly 
meeting Tuesday where Flori-
da Yards and Neighborhoods 
(FYN) Master Gardener Angela 
Sachson spoke to all the foster 
grandparents about how to 
“garden in a pot” to grow your 
own vegetables for your family.

Mrs. Sachson taught the fos-
ter grandparents how to plant 
their own tomatoes in a pot. 
This skill is especially helpful 
due to the economic times -- 
having the ability to grow food 
for your family is a plus.

The Foster Grandparent 
Program has been a viable pro-
gram that helps schools by pro-
viding an extra set of hands for 
the local teachers.

The Area Agency on Aging 
sponsors the Foster Grand-
parent Program which cov-
ers Okeechobee, St. Lucie, Ft. 
Pierce, Martin and Palm Beach 
counties.

Mentors volunteer at least 20 

hours a week, Monday through 
Thursday, and are compensat-
ed but the pay does not affect 
the amount of their benefi ts. To 
qualify one must be 60 years 
old or older and be in a low 
income bracket. The ideal vol-
unteer should be interested in 
helping children, as that is the 
primary goal of this program.

Foster grandparents assist 
the teachers in the classrooms 
by doing groups with different 
levels of students, one-on-one 
remediation and many other 
tasks where the teachers need 
help.

They are usually assigned to 
one classroom, but are open 
to assist wherever their school 
may need them.

As a foster grandparent you 
will:

• Volunteer 20 hours per 
week in a school or child care 
center mentoring children and 
helping with reading and social 
skills.

• Receive $53 per week to 
help with expenses.

Foster grandparents 
learn to grow their
own ‘garden in a pot’

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar
Foster Grandparents (back row-left to right) Mary Riley, Linda Padgett, Margaret Froggett, 
Ana Trimble, (front row-left to right) Bonnie Durbin, Sally Lucas, Lucille Curtiss, Angela Sach-
son-FYN Master Gardener, Sue Enyeart and Margorie Lapp learned how to “garden in a pot” 
from Angela Sachson, the Okeechobee Extension Offi ce Master Gardener.

Pageant tonight: Miss Okeechobee County

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

When Miss Okeechobee 
County Fair is crowned on Fri-
day, March 13, she will begin a 
year-long reign that may even 
include participation in the 
Miss Florida Teen USA pageant 
later in the year. The girl who 
wins the title of Miss Okeecho-
bee County Fair may choose 
to take a cash award toward 
going on to Miss Florida Teen 

USA or accept a college schol-
arship.”

Mary Kathleen Barber, 
2008 Miss Okeechobee County 
Fair, will crown the 2009 Miss 
Okeechobee County Fair. The 
new queen will preside over 
events during this year’s fair 
and will be the offi cial repre-
sentative of the county fair at 
other events throughout her 
reign.

Who will be queen?

County Fair starts today

16-year-old was 
awaiting trial

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Investigators are still trying to 
determine why a 16-year-old in-
mate at the Okeechobee County 
Jail apparently took his own life 
earlier this week.

Anthony ‘Tony’ Brewer was 
found hanging by a sheet from the 
top bunk of his 
cell around 4:25 
p.m. Tuesday, 
March 10.

The Port St. 
Lucie teen was 
arrested Oct. 31, 
2008, on two 
counts of aggra-
vated assault with 
a fi rearm and was 
charged as an 
adult.

He was picked up at the St. Lu-
cie County Jail and transported to 
Okeechobee. His bond had been 
set at $10,000.

Brewer’s case was scheduled 
for circuit court docket call Thurs-
day, March 12.

“He had been classifi ed as an 
adult and was going to be tried as 
an adult,” said Jail Administrator 
Ronnie White. “He wasn’t on sui-
cide watch at the time.”

Mr. White said even though 

Teen 
commits 
suicide 
in jail

Valerie McKee.

Anthony 
“Tony” 
Brewer

See Fair — Page 2

See Queen — Page 7 See Teen — Page 7

See Vegetables — Page 7



half off. The Okeechobee Idol 
contest begins at 7 p.m. with pre-
liminary competition. This will 
be a judged contest with points 
being awarded for voice quality, 
stage comfort, timing and over-
all entertainment. The contest is 
open to contestants with the ex-
ception of band members kara-
oke hosts and performers in the 
music industry of any kind. Finals 
will be held on Thursday, March 
19. Anyone interested in compet-
ing should contact David Lee at 
863-261-3354.

Bike Night is Tuesday, March 
17. Bikers with a valid motorcycle 
license will get in for $2. Tuesday 
also marks the beginning of the 
youth livestock show which will 
be open for spectators. Armbands 
for Tuesday are $20 from 5 p.m. 
until 11 p.m. The dairy show be-
gins at 5 p.m. and the bike show 
begins at 7 p.m. with a $10 entry 
fee. ZZNOT will perform from 8 
p.m. untl 11 p.m.

Wednesday, March 18, is Stu-
dent Dollar Night. The admission 
is $1 with a student ID from 5 p.m. 
until 11 p.m. The steer show will 
be held on Wednesday at 4 p.m. 
with the beef breeding show fol-
lowing. There will also be a tradi-
tional karaoke contest hosted by 
David Lee with cash prizes.

Thursday, March 19, is Food 
Drive Night. Bring in three cans 
of food for $2 entry to the fair. 
Okeechobee Idol Finals begin at 
7 p.m.

Friday is TGIF night. Armbands 
are $20 for 5 p.m. until 1 a.m. The 
swine show begins at 4 p.m. on 
Friday. The Blue Grass Festival 
features The Larry Gillis Band at 
6 p.m.; Palms Bluegrass Band at 
7 p.m.; New River Boys at 8 p.m.; 
and The Untold Riches at 9 p.m. 
until 10 p.m.

Saturday, March 21, is Blue-
grass Celebration Day with arm-
bands for $25 from noon until 1 
a.m. The small animals show is at 
9 a.m.; youth livestock sale is at 
2 p.m. with the order of sale be-
ing steers, beef breeding, swine, 
and dairy. The Blue Grass Festival 
celebration continues all day Sat-
urday with the following sched-
ule: Untold Riches at 1 p.m. and 7 
p.m.; Palms Bluegrass Band at 2 
p.m. and 8 p.m.; New River Boys 
at 3 p.m. and 9 p.m.; and the Lar-
ry Gillis Band at 4 p.m. and 5:45 
p.m.

Sunday, March 22, marks the 
fi nal day of the fair, Family day at 
the Races. The fair is open from 
noon until 8 p.m. with armbands 

for $20. The Cunning-Hams, a lo-
cal bluegrass group will perform 
at 12:30 p.m.; 1:45 p.m.; and 3 
p.m. Kendall Jackson, a teen from 
Lake Worth will perform contem-
porary Christian music along with 
current favorites at 1:15 p.m. and 
2:30 p.m.

David Lee will be the DJ at 
Large and the Demolition Derby 
begins at 4 p.m. Bleachers are 
available for seating at the Derby 
this year.

Each day there will be pig rac-
es; David Lee-DJ at Large; Show 
Me Safari Petting Zoo; and many 
other exhibits.

Come out and support your lo-
cal Okeechobee County Fair.

Gates open at noon on Satur-
days and Sundays and at 5 p.m. 
weekdays. Daily tickets for $5 and 
10 day passes for $30 are available 
at the fair’s website. For more 
information about the fair visits 
www.okeechobeecountyfair.com

Post your opinions in the Public 

Issues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Reporter Chauna Aguilar can be 

reached at caguilar@newszap.com.

Fair
Continued From Page 1

NOW OPEN!
Friday & Saturday till 9 PM

Serving Breakfast and Lunch.  AAppetizers too!

Daily Country Style Lunch

Daily Soup Specials

$799

Sun-Mon  
5 am to 5 pm OPEN 7  DAYS 

Ask about our daily dessert... 
Made fresh for you daily 

Cakes and pies sold by the slice

Order ahead for 

a whole cake or pie

ORDER your next 

BIRTHDAY cake from us...

Don’t have time to cook

for your family?
Call ahead! 

Let us cook it for you! 
We specialize in 

home cooked meals!
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Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 83. Calm wind becoming 

east southeast between 5 and 10 mph. 

Friday Night: Patchy fog after 2am. Otherwise, partly cloudy, with 

a low around 59. East southeast wind around 5 mph becoming calm. 

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 83. Calm wind becom-

ing southeast between 10 and 15 mph. 

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 61. Southeast 

wind around 5 mph becoming calm. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 84. Calm wind becoming 

south between 5 and 10 mph. 

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 63. South south-

east wind around 5 mph becoming calm.

Okeechobee Forecast

The Florida Lottery: Numbers selected Wednesday in the Florida 

Lottery are: Cash 3: 9-3-1; Play 4: 5-1-7-6; Fantasy 5: 4-9-20-24-27;

Lotto: 7-16-17-34-44-47; Powerball: 3-7-13-34-47 PB 30 x5. Numbers

selected Thursday are: Cash 3: 6-1-1; Play 4: 3-8-3-5.

Lotteries

Green - 
Detzer

Terry Green and Nina Kelly 
of Miami are proud to announce 
the engagement of their daughter 
Jennifer Green to Robert Detzer 
of Okeechobee.

The prospective groom is the 
son of Ann Detzer and Richard 

Detzer of Okeechobee.
The wedding is planned for 

March 14, 2009 at Basinger Civic 
Center.

The bride to be is employed as 
a counter pro with Carquest.

The groom is a 1997 graduate 
of Okeechobee High School. He 
is employed as a mechanic with 
Walpole Inc.

After the wedding the couple 
will reside in Okeechobee.

Engagement

Submitted photo
Jennifer Green and Robert Detzer.

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

Science Fair
The following students were honored for making it to 
the State Science and Engineering Fair for Okeechobee 
County: (left to right) Krista Pope, Ryan Reister, Saman-
tha Rivero, Tim Gray, (not pictured) Darby Jones, Chris-
topher Boney, Dalton Hodges, Julianne Meives, Dayla 
Ferneau (alternate), Alec Hert, Ashley Hassan (alternate), 
Joey Barletto, Joy Burnham, Trent Johnson and Celena 
Letcher. Joy Burnaham and Celena Letcher are all going 
to International competition in Reno, Nev.

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

12 years of service
Brenda Mueller (right) was honored for 12 years of service 
to the Okeechobee County School District from Assistant 
Superintendant of Instruction Mary Hurley (left). Mrs. 
Mueller was the data processor at Seminole Elementary 
School for all 12 years of service.
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The moral of the story is: if 
you’re going to steal a check from 
someone don’t order a pizza then 
use that check to pay for it.

But, according to a local detec-
tive that’s just what Billy Joe Davis 
allegedly did.

Davis, 45, U.S. 441 S.E., was 
arrested Friday, March 6, and 

charged with burglary of a resi-
dence, grand theft, forgery and 
uttering a forged instrument.

Davis was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail under a 
bond of $10,000.

An arrest report by Detective 
Susan Morrison, of the Okeecho-
bee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), states a burglar appar-
ently entered the victim’s home 

took a variety of items that had an 
estimated value of $10,000.

Among the items allegedly 
taken was a 37-inch fl at screen 
television, a 55-inch projection 
television, two DVD/VCR players, 
$400 in cash, jewelry, jars contain-
ing coins and a computer system 
with a monitor, printer, keyboard, 
modem and surge protector.

As the crime scene was being 
processed, Detective Morrison 
said OCSO Crime Scene Investi-
gator Jackie Moore recovered a 
handprint from a lamp inside the 
victim’s home. 

Detective Morrison stated in 
her report that the break-in was 
discovered on Feb. 14 when the 
victim returned home.

The victim later learned that 
pizza had been delivered to her 
home and that whoever ordered it 
had paid the delivery person with 

one of her per-
sonal checks.

The victim 
then went to 
her bank and 
got a copy of 
the check and 
made note of 
the driver’s li-
cense written on 
the back of the 
instrument. That 

number, stated the detective, was 
not the victim’s.

According to the detective’s 
report, that driver’s license num-
ber was issued to Davis. Detec-
tive Morrison said he orderd $41 
worth of food, wrote the check 
for $50 and gave the delivery per-
son a $9 tip.

He said as of Wednesday, 
March 11, none of the stolen 
items have been recovered.

Pizza delivery helps solve local burglary

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A trusty at the Okeechobee 
County Jail has been arrested and 
charged with bringing prescrip-
tion pills into that facility.

Jose Ruben Nunez III, 24, N.W. 
First St., Okeechobee, was arrest-
ed March 10 by detectives from 
the Okeechobee Narcotics Task 
Force on a felony charge of con-
spiracy to introduce contraband 
into a detention facility.

His bond has been set at 
$5,000.

Records indicate that Nunez 
was sentenced to one year in the 
county jail following his convic-
tion on Oct. 15, 2008, on a charge 
of violation of probation - driving 
while license suspended - habitu-
al offender.

Nunez was arrested Tuesday 
after it was determined that he 
brought roxycodone pills into 
the jail, stated a task force detec-
tive’s report. The 30mg pills are a 
schedule 2 narcotic.

The trustee was responsible 
for cleaning bathrooms and such 

at the Okeechobee County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce.

According to the detective’s 
report, members of the task force 
found the nar-
cotics hidden on 
the grounds of 
the sheriff ’s of-
fi ce. They then 
took the pills 
and replaced 
them with pla-
cebos.

The report 
states that Nunez 
went to work at 
the sheriff ’s offi ce and returned to 
the jail around 4 p.m. A check by 
the detectives found that the pills 
were missing from their hiding 
place.

The report goes on to state that 
Nunez has been removed from 
trustee status and returned to the 
jail’s general population.

Once the narcotics were found, 
detectives took the pills to a local 
pharmacy to be identifi ed.

Roxycodone is a brand name 
of the powerful pain reliever oxy-
codone.

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

After executing a search war-
rant on a S.E. 59th Drive home, 
members of the Okeechobee 
Narcotics Task Force arrested 
two men and seized over 200 
grams of suspected marijuana 
on Tuesday, March 10.

Russell A. Scott, the owner 
of the home,was arrested on a 
felony charge of possession of 
marijuana with intent to sell, 
and a misdemeanor charge of 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. He was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail under 
a bond of $5,500.

Another man was arrested on 
misdemeanor charges of pos-
session of marijuana under 20 
grams and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. In all, task force 
members found a total of 213.3 
grams of suspected marijuana 
in the home, stated the report.

According to an arrest report 
by a task force detective, the 
search warrant was executed 
at 1:50 p.m. after the home was 
entered and secured by mem-
bers of the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) Special 
Response Team (SRT) and other 

OCSO depu-
ties.

During a 
search of the 
home, the de-
tective said a 
red bag con-
taining a green 
leafy substance 
was found in a 

bedroom. 
According to the detective’s 

report, that substance weighed 
179.3 grams.

The detective’s report went 
on to say that a similar sub-

stance was found in the living 

room and in a second bedroom. 

The detective indicated that the 

total weight of the substance 

found in the second bedroom 

was 5.1 grams. 

All of the substances found 

were fi eld tested and all indicat-

ed a positive result for the pres-

ence of marijuana, the report in-

dicated. Also found was a metal 

hand-held scale, small plastic 

bags and pipes similar to those 

used for smoking marijuana, 

added the report.

The following individuals were 
arrested on felony or driving un-
der the infl uence (DUI) charges by 
the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce (OCSO), the Okeechobee 
City Police Department (OCPD), 
the Florida Highway Patrol (FHP), 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission (FWC) or 
the Department of Corrections 
(DOC).

• Syreeta Lianetta Johnson, 
38, N.W. 11th St., Okeechobee, 
was arrested March 6 by Deputy 
Corporal Aric Majere on a DOC 
warrant charging her with the 
misdemeanor of battery. Her 
bond was set at $2,500. She was 
also arrested on another DOC 
warrant that charged her with the 
felonies of violation of probation 
- forgery (two counts), violation 
of probation - uttering a forged 
instrument (two counts) and vio-
lation of probation - grand theft. 
She is being held without bond 
on those charges.

• Melissa Wise, 26, N.E. 60th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested 
March 6 by Deputy Lieutenant 
Keith Murrish on a warrant charg-
ing her with violation of proba-
tion - driving under the infl uence. 
Her bond was set at $500.

• Walter F. Moorehead, 26, 
W. Aintree Drive, Loxahatchee, 
was arrested March 6 by Deputy 
Lt. Keith Murrish on a warrant 
charging him with failure to ap-
pear - grand theft, failure to ap-
pear - grand theft fi rearm and fail-
ure to appear - armed burglary of 
a structure or conveyance. He is 
being held without bond.

• Randy Gerald Whaley, 31, 
N.E. First Terrace, Okeechobee, 
was arrested March 6 by Deputy 
Brian Cross on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him 
with violation of probation - grand 
theft. He was arrested again on 
March 9 on Okeechobee County 
warrant charging him with vio-
lation of probation - grand theft 
(two counts), violation of proba-
tion - credit card fraud and viola-
tion of probation - misrepresen-
tation. He is being held without 
bond.

• Ryan Bass, 27, N.E. 60th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested March 
7 by Deputy Lt. Keith Murrish on 
a St. Lucie County warrant charg-
ing him with violation of proba-
tion - grand theft. He is being held 
without bond.

• Magin Cardenas, 21, N.W. 
Fourth St., Okeechobee, was ar-
rested March 7 by Offi cer Ryan 
Holroyd on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him 

with failure to appear - driving un-
der the infl uence. His bond was 
set at $5,000.

• Nicole Marie Powers, 20, 
S.W. Park St., Okeechobee, was 
arrested March 7 by Offi cer Ryan 
Holroyd on charges of dealing in 
stolen property, giving false in-
formation to a pawnbroker and 
grand theft. Her bond was set at 
$10,000.

• Katie Lynn Harden, 24, S.W. 
24th Ave., Okeechobee, was ar-
rested March 8 by Deputy Max 
Waldron on a charge of grand 
theft. Her bond was set at $2,500.

• Curtis Gordineer, 20, N.E. 
103rd Ave., Okeechobee, was 

arrested March 9 by Deputy Ser-
geant J. Royal on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him 
with violation of probation - pos-
session of marijuana. He is being 
held without bond.

• Robert A. Pohl, 45, S.E. 33rd 
Terrace, was arrested March 11 
by Deputy Lt. Keith Murrish on 
a warrant charging him with fel-
ony battery. His bond was set at 
$2,500.

This column lists arrests and not 
convictions, unless otherwise stated. 
Anyone listed here who is later found 

innocent or has had the charges 
against them dropped is welcome to 

inform this newspaper. The informa-
tion will be confi rmed and printed.

Buy 6 donuts 
Get 6 donuts
FREE

Not valid with any other offer. EXP. 04-30-09

Kool Kids Birthday
$5 per person

Includes Kid’s Sundae, beverage,
birthday donut, hat, etc.

Homemade food is permitted

24 Donuts plus 
10 cups of coffee

$1995

OPEN 5 AM Daily
Join us 4 Breakfast

989 S. Main St. BELLE GLADE (adjacent to Wendy’s & KFC)
3547 US Hwy. 441 S., OKEECHOBEE (next to Publix)

Be a Hero in the office
church or school! Eggs, Bacon, 

Ham, Sausage,
Croissants, Bagels,
Muffins, Flavored

cream cheese 
and much more!

BEST Coffee in Town

Early Bird Armband (5pm-10pm) $20.

Midnite Madness     (10pm -1am) $15.

Matinee Armband (12n-6pm) $20.
Good for All Day

Midnite Madness (10pm-1am)  $15.
Discount Tickets Available

Family Day

Armbands $20. - Good for all Day

Bargain Night
Purchase FIRST armband $15.

get SECOND half price

Armbands  $20. - Good for All Night

Armbands  $25. - All day

Armbands $20. - Good for all Day

Friday - March 13th
Fair Opens 5 PM – 1 AM

Saturday - March 14th
Fair Opens 12 Noon -1 AM

Sunday - March 15th
Fair Opens 12 Noon – 10 PM

Monday - March 16th
Fair Opens 5 PM – 11 PM

Tuesday - March 17th
Fair Opens 5 PM – 11 PM

Wednesday - March 18th
Fair Opens 5 PM – 11 PM

Thursday - March 19th
Fair Opens 5 PM – 11 PM 

Friday -  March 20th
Fair Opens 5 PM – 1 AM 

Saturday - March 21st
Fair Opens 12 Noon – 1 AM

Sunday - March 22nd
Fair Opens 12 Noon – 8 PM

 

Armbands  $20. - Good for All Night

Armbands  $20. - Good for All Night

Armbands  $20. - Good for All Night

Friday
March 13th

Fair Opens 5 PM – 1 AM

Support Our Troops Night
Free Admission  5 PM - 10 PM  
     with 3 items from www.forgottensoldiers.org
Miss Okeechobee County Fair Beauty Pageant - 7 PM 
   
Seminole Heritage Days
Bob Teany Classic Car Show - 12 Noon - 4 PM
Seminole Heritage Show - 12 Noon - 2 PM
Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Association
        Spring Rodeo - 2:30 PM 
Thunder Road (Band) - 8 PM - 11 PM 

Sunday
March 15th

Fair Opens 12 Noon – 10 PM

Family Day 
Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Association 
       Spring Rodeo - 2:30 PM
Hispanic Band Jamboree - 4 PM
Low Rider Car and Bicycle Show - 4PM

Monday
March 16th

Fair Opens 5 PM – 11 PM

Bargain Night
Okeechobee Idol Contest  - 7 PM

Tuesday
March 17th

Fair Opens 5 PM – 11 PM

Wednesday
March 18th

Fair Opens 5 PM – 11 PM

Biker Night ($2 Admission with valid motorcycle license)
Youth Livestock Dairy Show - 5 PM
Bike Show  ($10 Entry fee)
Southern Rock Band - ZZNot - 7 PM

Student Dollar Night  ($1 admission with student ID)
Youth Livestock Steer Show - 5 PM
Youth Livestock Beef Breeding Show
         (Begins right after Steer Show)
Karaoke Contest - 7 PM
   

Saturday
March 14th

Fair Opens 12 Noon – 1 AM

Thursday
March 19th

Fair Opens 5 PM – 11 PM 

Food Drive Night 
(Bring 3 cans of food - $2 Fair Admission)
Okeechobee Idol Finals - 8 PM
Swine Showmanship - 5 PM

Friday
March 20th

Fair Opens 5 PM – 1 AM 

TGIF Night  (Fair Admission - $5)
Swine Show - 4 PM
Bluegrass Festival 

Saturday
March 21st

Fair Opens 12 Noon – 1 AM

Bluegrass Celebration Day  (Fair Admission – $5)
Youth Livestock Sale – 2 PM
     (Order of sale: Steers, Beef Breeding, Swine & Dairy)
Blue Grass Festival - All day

Sunday
March 22nd

Fair Opens 12 Noon – 8 PM

Family Day at the Races
(Fair Admission including Demolition Derby - $10) 
Demolition Derby – 4 PM

David Lee – DJ at Large
Pig Races - Times will be posted.

Also

Everyday!

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2009 
STUDENT NIGHT

COUPON - $5.00 OFF ARMBAND

MIDWAY PROMOTIONAL SCHEDULE

March 13th - 22nd
2009

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
AGRI-CIVIC CENTER

4200 HIGHWAY 70 EAST
(ENTRANCE ON HWY 710 ONLY DURING FAIR)

March 13March 13th th -- March 19March 19thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202
THEATRE I

“WATCHMEN”
Fri., Tues., & Thurs @ 7:00 only.
Sat., Sun. & Wed. @ 2:00 and
7:00 only. Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00.

THEATRE II
“RACE TO WITCH MNTN” 
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.

THEATRE III
“MADEA GOES TO JAIL”
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.

R

Tickets: Adults - $5.50 • Children 12 & under - $4.50
Senior Citizens - $4.50 all movies • Matinees - $4.00

MONDAY NIGHT is 
$1.00 per person @ 7:00 PM

PG

PG-13
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Raid nets suspected marijuana

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A 12-year-old middle school 
student was arrested Wednes-
day, March 11, on a misdemean-
or charge of possession of mari-
juana under 20 grams.

According to an arrest report 
by Deputy William Suggs, of the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce (OCSO), the Yearling Mid-
dle School student was found 
to be in possession of a green 
leafy substance while on school 
grounds.

The deputy’s report went 
on to state that the substance 
was fi eld tested and indicated a 
positive result for the presence 
of marijuana. The suspected 
pot weighed 7.0 grams with 
the packaging, added Deputy 
Suggs.

The student was issued a 
Department of Juvenile Justice 
(DJJ) referral and turned back 
over to school offi cials.

The juvenile’s name was not 
released because the charge is a 
misdemeanor.

Student arrested on pot charge

Jail trusty arrested on drug charge

Jose Ruben
Nunez III

Russel A.
Scott

Billy Joe
Davis

Arrest Report

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A receipt from a pawn shop 
in Okeechobee has led to the ar-
rest of an area man on several 
felony charges.

William Brandon Bailey, 22, 
Ninth St., Buckhead Ridge, was 
arrested March 5 on charges 
of armed burglary of an unoc-
cupied dwelling, grand theft-
fi rearm, grand theft, dealing in 
stolen property and defrauding 
a pawnbroker. He was booked 
into the Okeechobee County Jail 
under a bond of $11,000. Jail re-
cords indicate that he has been 
released after posting bond.

According to an arrest report 

by Detective 
Bryan Lowe, of 
the Okeecho-
bee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), Bailey 
was arrested 
after he report-
edly pawned 
several items 
at the pawn 
shop. The items, stated the de-
tective, included several pieces 
of jewelry, a hand-held grind-
ing tool and a Remington pump 
shotgun. The report states the 
items were taken from a N.W. 
110th St., home in Okeechobee 
County on Feb. 26.

Pawn receipt helps 
police solve burglary

William B.
Bailey



Youth conservation 
centers open 
children’s eyes
By Rodney Bareto
FWC Chairman

The day is coming when to-
day’s youngsters will take over 
control of the fate of Florida’s fi sh, 
wildlife and habitats. We must 
fi rst introduce them to these trea-
sures before we step aside, or we 
risk entrusting them with things 
they have never learned to love 
and protect.

We talk about this a lot in the 
conservation community, es-
pecially at the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC). We have so isolated 
our children from nature, out of 
fear for their safety, that we have 
been a barrier between children 
and the birthright nature offers 
them. We don’t let them climb 
trees anymore or catch tadpoles 
or even play in the woods.

The FWC is teaming up with 
partners and mobilizing volun-
teers to develop and operate 

new facilities where families and 
children can interact with nature 
and learn the skills that will open 
a whole new world of adventure 
for them. The fi rst one already is 
operating. It’s the Beau Turner 
Youth Conservation Center, about 
30 miles east of Tallahassee. More 
are on the way.

The Beau Turner Youth Con-
servation Center offers kids the 
opportunity to see, hear, smell 
and touch the face of Mother Na-
ture. Kids can catch fi sh there and 
learn hunting skills and hunter 
safety. The center offers summer 
day camps, and it’s all acces-
sible to handicapped individu-
als. Everything at the center runs 
entirely on solar energy. Parents 
can register their 12 to 16 year-
old children for a variety of free 
classes, for which the FWC will 
provide all the necessary equip-
ment and materials. The FWC is 
deeply grateful to Turner and his 
family for turning the center into 
a reality.

Meanwhile, my fellow FWC 
Commissioner Dick Corbett is 
spearheading a team to research 
potential locations for more youth 

conservation centers in other 
parts of the state, including the 
Tenoroc Fish Management Area 
in Lakeland. Tenoroc already has 
nature trails, fi shing ponds, an 
archery range and shotgun and 
rifl e ranges that will reduce the 
startup costs for a new center 
there. Danon Moxley, Tenoroc’s 
manager, has developed strong 
working relationships with stake-
holders and volunteers to make 
the center a reality.

The vision is to offer regu-
larly scheduled programs to get 
youths actively involved in the 
outdoors. The centers will be 
places where young people and 
families participate in outdoor 
activities and share experiences 
that will strengthen their connec-
tion with, and support for, fi sh 
and wildlife conservation. That’s 
what we must accomplish before 
we pass the cause of natural re-
source stewardship on to the next 
generation.

The FWC’s Offi ce of Recre-
ation Services has developed 
facilities concepts and plans, so 
construction can move ahead as 
soon as we can fi nd funding for 

the centers. We will search high
and low for funding, and we are
counting on part of the money to
come from the Wildlife Founda-
tion of Florida. Those of us who
love Florida and want to be part
of this effort should consider
making a donation to the founda-
tion to support the FWC’s youth
conservation centers.

Too many of today’s kids have
never caught a fi sh, and too many
have never experienced the spe-
cial kind of bonding that takes
place within families on an out-
door adventure. Yet, they stand
to inherit natural treasures they
won’t even recognize or under-
stand. We have to change that,
and the time is short.

You can make a tax-deductable
contribution to the foundation by
sending a check or money order
to Wildlife Foundation of Florida
Inc., P.O. Box 11010, Tallahassee,
FL 32302 or by visiting the foun-
dation’s Web site at: www.wild-
lifefoundationoffl orida.com.

You can learn more about the
Beau Turner Youth Conservation
Center at: MyFWC.com/huntered/
BTYCC.htm.
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Marijuana grow houses raided
TAX IT: Sunday’s paper reported another two grow houses raid-

ed. I think that marijuana should be legalized for medicinal purposes 
and that you must have a prescription and that pharmacies be the 
only way that it can be dispensed. There are more people killed every 
day by overdoses of alcohol and pain medications where as I don’t 
recall ever hearing of anyone dying from marijuana overdose. It is 
not unusual to see people staggering to their car after leaving a bar 
and having an accident that kills someone. Yet, I have never heard of 
any one being so inebriated from marijuana that they lost control of 
their vehicle and caused an accident or death. I think alcohol should 
be illegal.

DRUGS: Sunday’s paper also reported the death rates of drug 
overdoses and abuses. How fi tting that article and the grow house 
article were in the same paper. It was warning people to beware. 
Just because it is prescribed doesn’t mean it can’t kill you. The prob-
lem is not the prescription. The problem is taking the prescription as 
directed. I have had several acquaintances die due to not following 
the directions of the prescription and overdosing. At the same time, 
there are people out there taking the medication to get high only to 
overdose. 

GOVERNMENT: Well, if the U.S. Government would jut step up 
to the plate and legalize it they could take control of the marijuana. 
Put it under the jurisdiction of the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
they can sell it much like cigarettes are sold. Though maybe fewer 
in a package? I don’t know maybe 20 is a good number. There will 
be companies growing and processing it like Marlboro, Kent and Ra-
leigh (Do they still make those in North Carolina?) And like cigs and 
alcohol, everyone is allowed to grow and process some for your own 
consumption. 

ILLEGAL: I personally would never, ever legalize marijuana. It’s 
just the way I was raised ... in my entire life it’s been illegal. We have 
enough drunk teenagers and adults on the road as it is. As far as medi-
cal purposes, there would have to be the strictest policies in place. 
As it is now, prescription drugs are the number one drug of choice. 
People who use/sell prescription drugs know all the ends and outs of 
getting them. It’s become an epidemic all over the United States and 
in Okeechobee.

Death of a juvenile in the county jail
HEARTBREAKING: How sad, these young kids put themselves in 

these situations and must feel like there is no light at the end of tun-
nel. Being 16 and charged as an adult on aggravated assault charges 
... what could have been the worst outcome of these charges? Cer-
tainly not worth taking your life over but at that age they just don’t 
understand. Either way, a sad and most likely an avoidable situation.

OFFICERS: The parents are not from Okeechobee and neither 
was the teen, but he was in jail here because he was accused of com-
mitting a crime here. I feel sorry for the corrections offi cers who will 
have to deal with this. They probably had no idea he would even 
consider doing that. He was in a cell by himself and must not have 
been on suicide watch -- they have special cells for prisoners who are 
on suicide watch. I wonder if any of the other prisoners could see 
what he was up to.

Water, water everywhere
CONSERVE YEAR ROUND: I am glad the water managers are 

enforcing the water conservation measures as this should be year 
round. Florida was not meant to support this many humans. We can-
not keep wasting water. Watering the grass is wasting water. Plant 
native grass and let nature take care of it. Sure it will be brown part 
of the year but that is how it is supposed to be. Up north the grass is 
not green year round. Nature has cycles. For too long they tried to use 
Lake Okeechobee as a giant reservoir and it just about killed the lake. 
The lake is meant to have natural highs and lows. That means to be 
healthy, it should sometimes get down to 9 or 10 feet and other times 
get up to 15 or 16 feet. You can’t manage it as a reservoir and have a 
healthy lake.

SOUTH SIDE: People who want the lake level to stay higher than 
14 feet so they can have more water for personal use should do some 
research. The land on the north side of the lake is higher than the 
lake level, sure. I believe the elevation around Southwest 28th Street 
is about 18 feet. However, the south side of the lake has areas that are 
only 11 feet above sea level. If the dike breaks, those people will be 
under water. You have to think about the whole lake and the whole 
area, not just your own canal or fi shing hole.

Why can’t I buy American?
SEAFOOD: I go to my grocery store to get seafood, shrimp, clam, 

fi sh, even frog legs are all from Vietnam, Bangladesh, China and on 
and on except oysters. Why is this? There was one product from 
America. I wouldn’t even visit these countries and I don’t trust their 
food. Why do we have to go all the way to the docks to get these 
products? I turn on the T.V. this a.m. and ads were pushing food from  
Chile. We are the most heavily regulated and have the safest food in 
the world. Why can’t I buy it?

SEASONAL: If you want to eat American grown foods then you 
have to not eat things that are out of season. If you want a melon 
in December then you will have to get them from another country. 
Same with seafood as most fi sh migrate.

LOCAL FOOD: American farmers do produce the best and safest 
food supply in the world. And if you want to take advantage of that, 
you have to adjust your diet to what is available during different times 
of the year. If you buy what is locally in season you also reduce the 
amount of fuel it takes to transport the food. That is healthy for you 
and for the environment.

MORE SPEEDING

DEPUTIES: Kudos to the Sheriff ’s offi ce! This morning as I waited 
for the bus with my young son (in the dark), we saw a motorcycle 
road deputy on patrol in Dixie Ranch. We weren’t at the bus stop 
more than two minutes when he had someone pulled over on 80th. 
Some of these little ones are standing alone in the dark waiting for the 
bus and those who live out here should know better then to fl y down 
80th. The high schoolers are out even earlier in the dark. It has gotten 
so bad that I’ve had to sit with my teenagers in the morning because 
I’m afraid they will be hit. Thank you to the sheriff ’s offi ce and I hope 
to see you out here more often!

SLOW DOWN: You still cannot turn off of 98 without someone 
speeding past you as you turn in. It is a shame; everyone in a hurry to 
go nowhere. Truth is, the only difference it makes is how much risk 
you put yourself and others at for an accident. And the accident we 
had out here last week was senseless!

FYI: Obama’s fi rst 50 days
SPENDING: President Barack Obama pledged to keep his so-

called stimulus plan free of earmarks. Unfortunately, no such pledge 
has been made about the omnibus spending measure consisting of 
the nine uncompleted appropriations bill from last year’s appropria-
tions process. The $410 billion omnibus is loaded with an estimated 
9,287 earmarks. Last week, the House passed the bill by a margin of 
245-178; a debate is expected in the Senate this week. It’s loaded with 
identical projects from the President’s government spending plan 
and contains many wasteful earmarks. Rep. Mike Pence (R-Ind.) told 
Congressional Quarterly that “our nation currently faces record defi cit 
numbers and the Democrat leadership’s only plan is to pass another 
bloated bill and dig us in a deeper hole of debt.” If President Obama 
wants to cut spending, he should order Congress to strip all earmarks 
before the bill is presented for his signature.

Guest Commentary

 OPINION

Friday
Tops Take off Pounds Sensibly #669 meets at 9 a.m. at the

First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St. The public is 
invited. Anyone interested in a sensible approach to losing weight and 
becoming a part of a caring group is welcome to come and see what 
we are all about. For information, contact Ollie Morgret at 800-932-
8677.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 
Okeechobee, (Behind Napa Auto Parts) N.A. Sickest Of The Sick 8 
p.m. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is not affi liated with any 
12 step fellowships.

A.A. meeting from noon until 1 p.m. at the First United Methodist 
Church, 200 N.W. Second St. This is an open meeting.

A.A. meets from 8 until 9 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 200 
N.W. Third St. This is an open speaker meeting.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a weekly meeting. Overeaters 
Anonymous (OA) meets at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 
N. Parrott Avenue on Fridays, 6 until 7 p.m. (Use 4th Street entrance.) 
Overeaters Annonymous is not a diet club. There are no dues, fees or 
weigh-ins. The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop 
eating compulsively. For more information call Loretta at 863-763-
7165 or 863-697-0206.

Restoration ministries meets the second Friday of each month to 
help with addictions, depression, etc., at 7 p.m. For more information 
call Miss Kathy at 863-357-9083.

Saturday
Worship in Song at the Living Word of Faith Church of Okeechobee, 

1902 S. Parrott Ave., on the second Saturday of the month beginning 
at 6 p.m. There is no charge to attend and all Christian singers and 
musicians are welcome to take part. For information, contact the 
church at 863-763-6869; Pastor Lee Minton at 863-763-3373; or, Sister 
Yvonne Price at 863-467-6657.

Teen Talk from 6 until 8 p.m. at the Jesus Holy Ghost Crusade 
Mission, 1401 N.E. Park St. Every teen is invited. Topics of education 
include: AIDS; free HIV testing; STDs; personal issues; domestic 
violence; abstinence; abuse of drugs; sex abuse; plus, educational 
materials and prevention tools. Call 863-634-9340 or 863-357-6248, for 
information.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 
Okeechobee, (Behind Napa Auto Parts) A.A. weekend noon; N.A. 
Sickest Of The Sick Group 7 p.m.; N.A. Nowhere Left To Go Group
open discussion 8 p.m. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is not 
affi liated with any 12 step fellowships.

A.A. meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at Okeechobee Presbyterian 
Church, 312 N. Parrott Ave. It will be a closed discussion.

The Society of Young Magicians will meet from 10 until 11 a.m.
at the First United Methodist Church in Avon Park. For information, 
call Dick Laneau at 863-467-9540 or 727-345-4323.

Barnyard Buddies meets from 10 a.m. until noon at the County
4-H Extension offi ce at 458 U.S. 98 N. Everyone who would like to 
be part of the Barnyard Buddies is invited, or you can sign up at the 
Okeechobee County 4-H Extension offi ce Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. For information, call the extension offi ce 
at 863-763-6469.

The Living Word of Faith, 1902 S. Parrott Ave., gospel music sing 
at 6 p.m. For information call 863-763-6869.

Sunday
A.A. meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 

200 N.W. Third St. It will be an open step meeting.
A.A. open 12 step meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Church 

of Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St.
Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 

Okeechobee, (Behind Napa Auto Parts) A.A. weekend noon meeting 
open discussion. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is not affi li-
ated with any 12 step fellowships.

Community Calendar
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Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent Newspapers of Florida.
Independent is owned by a unique trust that enables this newspaper to pur-
sue a mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the community. Since no
dividends are paid, the company is able to thrive on profit margins below
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We Pledge …
• To operate this newspaper as a 

public trust

• To help our community become a
better place to live and work, 
through our dedication to consci-
entious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens
need to make their own intelligent
decisions about public issues.

• To report the news with honesty,
accuracy, purposeful neutrality, 
fairness, objectivity, fearlessness 
and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facili-
tate community debate, not to
dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of
interest or potential conflicts to our
readers.

• To correct our errors and to give
each correction to the prominence
it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those
we write about.

• To treat people with courtesy,
respect and compassion.

For More Information See
At Your Service On Page 2
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MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out/Public Forum
Speak Out has moved online, where it is quicker and 

easier to share your ideas and converse with others. Go to 

www.newszap.com, click on the community name and your 

local or state Public Forum. There, you can create new

topics or comment on existing topics. What follows is a sam-

pling of some of the discussions currently taking place. 

Thanks for participating!

Courtesy photo

March of Dimes
Congratulations to Everglades Winners of the “Top Fund-
raising School Trophy” for the March of Dimes. Thank you 
to everyone at Everglades Elementary School for making 
this event a success. Front row, left to right: Mrs. Hollin, 
student council sponsor, and team co-chairman, Cassidy 
Bond, Ross Laskey, fi fth grade student council offi cers. 
Back row left to right: Mrs. Cassels, team co-chairman and 
Steven Fonseca, fi fth grade student council offi cer.

Submitted photo

“Big Red at Chalo Nitka”
Seacoast National Bank employees and families partici-
pate in the Chalo Nitka parade with their 1947 Dodge pick-
up they call Big Red!

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

American Red Cross Month
At their meeting on Thursday, March 10 Okeechobee 
County Commissioners proclaimed the month of March 
to be American Red Cross Month in Okeechobee. Com-
mission chairman Clif Betts presented a copy of the proc-
lamation to Debbie Riddle of the Red Cross.



By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee County 
School board met on Tuesday, 
March 10, and approved several 
additions to board policy and the 
2009 Summer School Schedule as 
well as some expulsions.

The board approved the sever-
al different policy changes being 
spurred as a result of Senate Bill 
1712, Ethics in Education.

The fi rst section for this bill 
falls under Complaints Against 
Employees. School boards are 
required to have a policy in place 
for the reporting of complaints 
against school board employees 
that affect the health, safety or 
welfare of students.

At the previous meeting Super-
intendent Dr. Patricia Cooper also 
added that she has had a lengthy 
discussion with the Okeechobee 
County Education Association 
and a memorandum of under-
standing will be written to put in 
writing full awareness that noth-
ing will be placed in a personnel 
fi le without full investigation and 
full awareness of the employee.

The second policy change 
concerns Professional Ethics with 
a policy that addresses adherence 
to ethical standards by school 
personnel.

Also as a result of Senate Bill 
1712, the board approved the 
policy regarding Violation of lo-
cal, state and/or federal laws. This 
policy details reporting proce-
dures for any violation of laws by 
school board employees.

The last policy approved con-
cerns the Report of Misconduct 
which will provide guidelines for 
mandatory reporting and investi-
gation of employee misconduct 
that affects the health, safety or 
welfare of students. This policy 
details the Superintendent’s re-
sponsibilities for this reporting 
and also explains a direct penalty 
to the Superintendent if it is not 
done correctly.

In other business the 2009 

Summer School Schedule was 
approved by the board which 
has been tapered down due to 
budget restraints and extra efforts 
from the high school and middle 
schools to offer credit retrieval 
programs throughout the school 
year. 

The district will have all sum-
mer school at Yearling Middle 
School. The third grade reading 
camp and K-12 ESE students in 
trainable mentally disabled, pro-
found mentally disabled and au-
tistic classes will all be held from 
June 9, until June 26, from 8:15 
a.m. until 11:45 a.m. Programs 
will operate Monday through 
Friday with transportation pro-
vided. Routes will be streamlined 

with limited stops to save money 
for the district. Students will be 
served breakfast and lunch.

The only concern for the dis-
trict was eliminating the high 
school credit retrieval program 
for seniors who are short credits 
for graduation. This concern was 
alleviated by having an agreement 
with Indian River State College for 
any seniors that would need that 
service.

The board also approved three 
expulsions and made many stu-
dent and employee recognitions.

Post your opinions in the Public 

Issues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Reporter Chauna Aguilar can be 

reached at caguilar@newszap.com.

School board approves policy changes

The citizens of Okeechobee 
are among the most faithful of 
donors to the community’s blood 
supply, in 2008 donating more 
than 2,100 units of blood.

Last year, Florida Blood Cen-
ters were informing people that 
only 65 percent of the population 
of the United States were eligible 
to give blood. This percentage 
was due to disease, individual 
health conditions, exposure to 
at-risk populations, greater diver-
sity in travel, etc. However, since 
that time, the fi gures have been 
re-evaluated and it is now known 
that only 37 percent of the popu-
lation are eligible to donate mak-
ing it even more important for 
those eligible donors to “Come to 
the Big Red Bus!”

Florida Blood Centers will be 

hosting local blood drives begin-
ning this Friday, March 13, at the 
Okeechobee County Fair from 
11:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. and 
again on Saturday, March 14, at 
the fair from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
Donors on these days will receive 
a free ticket to the fair!

Sunday, March 15, will see the 
Big Red Bus at St. Theresa Catho-
lic Church in Buck Head Ridge 
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. Be sure 
to get your Beef O’ Brady wings 
coupons!

Donations can also be given 
at the fair on Sunday, March 15, 
from noon until 6 p.m. Visitors to 
the Big Red Bus will receive a free 
fair ticket.

Other dates for local blood 
drives are:

• Tuesday, March 17, Rauler-

son Hospital, noon until 7 p.m., 
free Beef O’Brady wings cou-
pons,

• Thursday, March 19, Ancient 
Oaks, 9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m., 
free Beef O’Brady wings coupons 
and ice cream coupons,

• Friday, March 20, Oasis Vil-
lage, Hwy 441 S.E., 10:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. free Beef O’Brady wings 
coupons,

• Friday, March 20, Concert at 
Fairgrounds, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,

• Saturday, March 21, Concert 
at Fairgrounds, noon to 6 p.m.,

• Friday, March 27, Publix, 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.,

• Friday, March 27, Health Fair 
at Laurel Oaks, 1801 N.W. Third 
Lane, noon to 4 p.m.,

• Saturday, March 28, Wal-
Mart, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,

• Tuesday, March 31 – Indian 

River State College, 3 to 9 p.m.,

• Sunday, April 5 – Golden 

Corral, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free 

breakfast coupon, and

• Friday, April 10, Wemmer 

Orthodontics Drive at U-Save (3 

buses) 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Fla. Blood Centers sets dates for donation sites

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The Coquina Water Control 
District Board of Supervisors met 
Wednesday morning, March 11 
and conducted several items of 
routine business.

Board attorney Tony Young 
reported that he had talked with 
attorney Tom Conley concerning 
swapping easements on J5 Ranch 

property. He was waiting for fur-
ther word from Mr. Conley. 

Several landowners had tradi-
tionally not been paying the Co-
quina assessment. Recently the 
Coquina board determined that 
they had no grounds for exemp-
tion and began assessing them. 
These landowners had threat-
ened a lawsuit. However, Mr. 
Young said he had heard nothing 

more from them. 
Chairman Melvin Byars said he 

planned to advertise for bids for 
ditch and culvert work. He said 
that by the time the bids were 
opened he would have an idea 
how much money they would 
have to spend on the project. 
He said they could move money 
from one account to another if 
necessary. 

“I think if we look at this bud-
get item by item we can pull some 
money out it,’ My Byars asserted. 

The meeting recessed until the 
next morning to reconvene at the 
shop and look at possible road 
and drainage projects.

Post your opinions in the Public 

Issues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Reporter Pete Gawda can be reached 

at pgawda@newszap.com.

Coquina Board conducts routine business

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Once again Marvin Brantley is 
facing a fi ne because of the junk 
on his S. Parrott Avenue property.

At their meeting on Tuesday 
evening, March 10 the City of 
Okeechobee Code Enforcement 
Board once again looked at the 
condition of Mr. Brantley’s prop-
erty. The case has probably come 
up more times than board mem-
bers can recall.

This time it is different be-
cause a buyer for the property is 
involved. The case last came up 
during the January code enforce-
ment board meeting. Mr. Brantley 
was not at that meeting, however, 
code enforcement offi cer Fred 
Sterling said that the day before 
Mr. Brantley had told him that the 
sale of the property was a “done 
deal” and closing would take 

place in a few days.
At the January meeting Keith 

Duffy of Parrott Avenue Partners 
told the board he was in the pro-
cess of buying the property and 
putting in a shopping center. He 
promised that the property would 
be cleaned up.

In order to give Mr. Duffy time 
to clean up the property, the 
board postponed action on the 
case for 60 days.

Mr. Brantley did not appear at 
Tuesday night’s meeting. How-
ever, Mr. Duffy was there once 
again. He said he had had trouble 
with his fi nancing but the sale of 
the property was scheduled to 
close on the 19th. He said that Mr. 
Brantley has been putting some 
of the junk in front of the fence 
to display it for sale. He was us-
ing the proceeds from those sales 
to pay for removal of the rest of 

the junk.
“It’s not really his fault,” stated 

Mr. Duffy of Mr. Brantley. “He’s 
trying to close.”

City attorney John Cook said it 
was the same story 20 years ago. 
He said he didn’t think the board 
was concerned if Mr. Brantley 
sold any of his junk. It was Mr. 
Cook’s opinion that Mr. Brantley 
could not display his junk in front 
of the fence.

Mr. Duffy expressed confi dence 
that the sale would close on the 
19th. He said that after closing he 
would have the property cleaned 
up as soon as possible. He said 
the sale contract called for Mr. 
Brantley to remove the junk with-
in six months of closing. He also 
said that as of the date of closing, 
there would be no junk in front of 
the fence.

“This cat and mouse game 

has gone on for too long,” stated 
board member Les McCreary.  

Board chairman Jamie Ga-
miotea noted that Mr. Duffy has 
shown an interest in the com-
munity and he would hate to 
complicate his business dealings. 
He noted that his very fi rst board 
meeting concerned Mr. Brantley, 

“He keeps us employed,” Mr. 
Gamiotea said of Mr. Brantley. 

Mr. Brantley was fi ned $500 for 
every day of noncompliance be-
ginning April 1.

Turning to other action, the 
case against Gwynn and Linda 
Johnson was not heard because 
Mr. Sterling said they were given 
until June 1 to come into compli-
ance.

Mr. Cook informed the board 
that the S.E. 12th Avenue of Jason 
Estes had been foreclosed. He 
said a lien had been fi led against 

the property for a code violation 
fi ne of $1,150 after the foreclo-
sure went into effect. Upon Mr. 
Cook’s recommendation the lien 
was removed and the property 
was assessed a $500 administra-
tive fee. 

Mr. Sterling told the board that 
the N.W. 10th Avenue property 
belonging to Financial Resources 
of America has been an eyesore 
for the last couple of years. He 
said he had been unable to con-
tact the owner. The board voted 
to impose a fi ne of $50 a day for 
every day of noncompliance be-
ginning the day the property is 
posted with the notice of the fi ne. 

Marie Fenton was fi ned $50 a 
day for every day of noncompli-
ance beginning the day her S.E. 
12th Avenue property was post-
ed. She had been cited for general 
cleaning and beautifi cation. 

At the end of the meeting 
the board spent a considerable 
amount of time discussing rec-
ommending to the city council 
that the code enforcement of-
fi cers be given the authority to 
write citations. Then the violator 
would either pay a fi ne or contest 
the charges before a judge. It was 
argued that this system would 
take away the personal touch of 
the code enforcement board and 
remove citizens from the process. 
At the same time, it was acknowl-
edged that this process might be 
good for repeat offenders and it 
would speed things up. In the end 
the board decided to schedule a 
workshop on the topic at a future 
date.

Post your opinions in the Public 

Issues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Reporter Pete Gawda can be reached 

at pgawda@newszap.com.

Marvin Brantley faces fi ne of $500 a day

Okeechobee’s Own COWBOYS Now Serving Breakfast

Saturday &Saturday &
Sunday 6-11amSunday 6-11am

MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge 
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with 
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring 
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D.    Dwayne Montie, D.O.   Mark Leach, R-PA   Sharon Barrineau, ARNP   John Minni, D.O.   

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology 
• Acne   • Psoriasis   • Eczema
• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders    
• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery
• Skin Allergies and Rashes  
• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments 
• Botox®   • Juvéderm TM

  
• Radiesse®  • Thermage® 
• Restylane®   • Perlane®  
• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair  • Moles • Brown Spots  
• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

Available 24/7
at

http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

Katie’s  
Pet Parlor

Grooming 

& Pet Supplies 

909 S. Parrott Ave. Suite I
Sun Plaza

(863) 467-7333
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Obituaries should be submit-
ted to the Okeechobee News by
e-mailing obits@newszap.com. 
Customers may also request 
photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is 
available at www.newszap.com.

Cynthia E. Lamb, 74
BUCKHEAD RIDGE — Cynthia E. 

Lamb, of Buckhead Ridge, died 
March 11, 2009, at her home. She 
was 74.

She was born Oct. 24, 1934, in Fall 
River, Mass.

She was preceded in death by her 
brothers, Jimmy Dowd and Buddy 
Dowd; and sister, Beatrice Arrants.

She is survived by her husband, 
Blake C. Lamb Jr. of Buckhead 
Ridge; daughter, Cheryl Lamb of 
West Palm Beach; two sons, Craig 
Lamb of West Palm Beach and Mark 
Lamb (Julie) of Venice; two sisters, 
Shirley Varanese of Fall River, Mass. 
and Phyllis Panchley of Hobe Sound; 
and her brother, Stephen Dowd of 
Oswego, N.Y.

Memorial services will be held at a 
later date.

Friends may sign the guestbook at 
www.bassokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to 
the loving care of Bass Okeechobee 
Funeral Home and Crematory, 205 
NE 2nd St., Okeechobee.

DREAMCADREAMCATCHER REALTCHER REALTT YY
Maureen Kleiman, Lic. Real Estate Broker • 863-357-5900

Desirable River Lake Estates SW area

home- 3/2/2 recently  updated. New car-

pet, new DW.  Close to town and schools.

Very nice home waiting for you! $150,000

3bd, 2 bth CBS home on 10 fenced

acres.  Pond, barn and pasture. Move in

condition. Steal this one at $237,500

REDUCED

REDUCED

$225,000

1804 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

(863) 357-4622

CHURCH FOR SALE

7638 sqft w/ 8166 total sqft built 1954 on 1.56 acres in city limits.
Seats approx 150, 6 classrooms, nursery & 4 restrooms.  Recent
updates made. Includes central a/c, baptismal, kitchen.  Call Sena
Treadway for more info, 863-697-3207

PURE COUNTRY LIVING! Immaculate
3/2 on 5 + beautiful acres. Two ponds,
fenced & cross-fenced. EVERYTHING
PRISTINE! $259,900 #207C Call Bill
(863) 634-6797.

A REAL STUNNER! Beautiful 3/2 CBS
home with in-ground pool w/ Jacuzzi.  All
black appliances and a spacious 2-car
garage. A PLACE TO CALL HOME!
$189,900 #208D Call Bill (863) 634-6797.

FIX-IT-UP FABULOUS on 2.93 Acres Partially
restored frame home w/ NEW Drywall &
Cabinets, Country porch & High Ceilings.
Secluded w/ Grandfather Oaks & Pond.
FASTEN YOUR CARPENTER APRON!
$89,000 Call Lori (863) 634-1457

SPOT in the SUN Country Living. 2079 SF
DWMH 4/2 on cul-de-sac 1/2 acre. Enclosed
workshop w/garage door & double carport.
Back patio & front deck. NEW PRICE!
$82,500 #405 Call Lori (863) 634-1457 

SHERMAN WOOD RANCHES LOT 7 -
9.42 Acres in an upscale gated equestrian
community on the East side (25 minutes
from Stuart). MUST SELL! $140,000
#123G Call Lori (863) 634-1457 and visit
www.LoriMixon.com!

This ready to move in condition 2/2.5 home
offers 2,589 TSF PLUS 2/1 FULLY FUR-
NISHED guest quarters, w/separate entry.
Enclosed porch, boat slip, seawall, large
kitchen and living area makes this home a
must have! NEW PRICE $169,000 #216B
Call Cindi (863) 697-0433.

Large 3/2 CBS home completely remodeled
in 2005 with 3192 sq ft under roof on one full
acre. Great pool area and enclosure for your
family to enjoy with nice fire pit and lots of
space. Asking $249,000 #204F Call Sharon
(863) 634-6241.

SHORT SALE!  Make offer on this beautiful
home in North Lake County Estates on half
acre. Built in 2003 this 3/2 has 3098 sq ft in all.
Split floor plan with large master suite with
Hot Tub. #200F Call Sharon 863-634-6241.

NEW LISTING! Brand new custom
home located in INDIANTOWN on pri-
vate road offers 4/2/2 2,526 TSF, granite
& cherry wood cabinets, tile/carpet, bar-
rel roof, hurricane shutters $250,000
#200B Call Cindi (863) 697-0433.

NEW PRICE

NEW  PRICE

NEW  PRICE

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING THE BANK
IS

KNOCKING

OVER 62 AND DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO?
If you are 62 or older and need financial

relief, comfort and an easier life, ask me if

a ““REVERSE MORTGAGE, 
is right for you!

863-634-8378, Donna Tourek 
REVERSE MORTGAGE SPECIALIST

YOUR LOCAL ADDISON MORTGAGE GROUP REPRESENTATIVE
EMAIL: donna@addisonmortgage.com

FULL SERVICE REALTOR

Patricia Louise Goolsby, 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

LARGE WATERFRONT HOME. This lot has a canal on
two sides of property. Mature oaks and a nice boat dock.
Well maintained home and ready to move in. MLS
#201606, $150,000. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

FISHING PARADISE Park Model on a deep private
canal. Turn Key condo unit, completely furnished.
MLS #9442, $124,900. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

WATERFRONT PROPERTY. Well maintained
DWMH. Many mature trees. Two nice sheds, fish
cleaning station with dock. Large private well
stocked captured lake. MLS #201595, $89,000.
Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

VERY NICE SWMH. FL Room, two screened porches,
two sheds, boat dock, fenced in yard. Painted white with
drywall and vertical blinds. Aluminum Hurricane Shutters.
MLS #202416, $67,900. Call Vicki 863-634-4106.

JUST BRING YOUR TOOTHBRUSH!! A turn key
waterfront DWMH. Furnished with large workshop
and shed. Screen room. This 3/2 is priced to sell and
ready for you. DON'T LET THIS ONE GET AWAY.
MLS 201290, $79,500. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

MODULAR HOME ON 2.50 ACRES. Fruit orchard with
10 different fruit trees. Kitchen has all stainless steel
appliances w/child safe locking. Deck with pool.
Includes a nice vacant lot with plenty of trees. MLS
#200986, $299,000. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Across Kissimmee River
next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

Vicki Anderson • 863-634-4106 • Eric Anderson • 863-634-4107

PRICE

REDUCED

PRICE

REDUCED
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Obituary

By Teresa Mataushek
Okeechobee News

Russ Duncan of Okeechobee 
was the lucky winner of a 10 ft. 
Bass Hunter boat complete with 
trailer and trolling motor, in a 
fundraiser to benefi t Big O’ Teen 
Anglers.

The boat was donated to the 
Big O’ Teen Anglers Inc. by Bill 
and Janis O’Keefe. The anglers 
sold tickets for this boat, and the 
drawing was held on March 1.

The winning ticket was sold to 
Mr. Duncan by Brandon Rucks, 10. 
Brandon, came in second place by 
selling $500 worth of tickets. Ryan 
Edwards, 13 came in fi rst place by 
selling $800 worth of tickets.

All monies raised from this 
drawing will go towards helping 
to send three of the anglers and 
their families to the Southern Divi-
sional’s BASS/Florida Bass Feder-
ation Nation competition in North 
Carolina on April 2-3.

Ryan Edwards, 13, state cham-
pion, April Floyd, 12, a four time 
Casting Kids state champion and 
Luke Farmer, 10, will all be com-
peting on April 2-3.

These three anglers will be 
competing against anglers from 
Georgia, South Carolina, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Florida and Kentucky. This is the 
third year in a row that the Big 
O’ Teen Anglers Inc. has sent at 
least one or two of their anglers to 

compete at state and/or national 
competitions.

“We would really like to thank 
all of our local and non-local 
sponsors for helping keep our Jr. 
Bass Club running,” said Char-
lie Hays, Youth Director, Florida 
BASS Federation Nation. She con-
tinued, “We could not do it with-
out them. Without them, these 
anglers wouldn’t be able to have 

these opportunities. Thank you!”
The Big O’ Teen Anglers Inc., 

currently has 22 anglers on the 
state roster.

There are still tickets avail-
able for the Motorguide 24 volt 
70 pound thrust, trolling motor. 
Tickets are 6 for $5 or $1 each. 
For ticket information please call 
Charlie Hays at 863-763-2332. 
Monies raised from this drawing 

will also go towards sending the 
three anglers to the Southern Di-
visional’s in North Carolina. Any-
thing left will go towards sending 
all of the anglers in the club to the 
state competition in August in Kis-
simmee.

Post your opinions at www.
newszap.com. Teresa Mataushek 
can be reached at tmataushek@

newszap.com.

Duncan wins boat in drawing
Submitted photo

Snake anyone?
Charles Eaton Jr., hooked this 5 foot Cotton Mouth while 
fi shing on Lake Okeechobee on Feb. 24. Have a prize 
catch from a recent fi shing trip? Send it to the Okeecho-
bee News at tmataushek@newszap.com and look for it in 
the outdoors column.

Okeechobee News/Teresa Mataushek
Russ Duncan (center right) was the lucky winner of the 10 ft. Bass Hunter boat complete with 
trailer and trolling motor, which the Big O’ Teen Anglers Inc., held a drawing for. Brandon 
Rucks, 10 (center left) sold Mr. Duncan the winning ticket. Bill and Charlie Hays, and Janice 
Floyd came along with Brandon to present Mr. Duncan with his prize!

Hospice to hold 
yard sale

Hospice of Okeechobee will 
host a yard sale at the blue vol-
unteer building, next to the Ham-
rick Home, 411 S.E. Fourth Street, 
on Thursday, March 12, from 8 
a.m. until noon, Friday, March 
13 from 8 a.m. until noon. There 
are many new items to choose 
from. All monies raised will go to-
wards the care for the patients in 
the Hamrick Home and patients 
who choose to stay in their own 
homes. For more information call 
863-467-2321.

Library presents 
free program

Paul Buster is an excellent 
historian, storyteller and singer 
of Seminole stories, legends, and 
songs. Join Mr. Buster for a fun-
fi lled evening of Seminole cul-
ture at the Okeechobee Library 
on Friday, March 13, at 7 p.m. 
The program is provided by the 
Florida Humanities Council and 
is free and open to the public. 
The Okeechobee Friends of the 
Library will provide light refresh-
ments.

Highlands Social 
Dance Club

The Highlands Social Dance 
Club hosts ballroom dancing on 
Friday, March 13, from 7-9:30 
p.m. at the Sebring Lions Club on 
Sebring Parkway. Music will be 
provided by the Big Band Sound 
of The Skylarks. Free ballroom 
dance instruction is available at 
6:30 p.m. Dance the night away 
to waltzes, cha-chas, foxtrots, 
rumbas, jitterbug and other ball-
room favorites. All Club dances 
are open to the public. Appropri-
ate dress required. Admission is 
$5 for members and $7 for non-
members. For more information 
call 863-471-0559.

Roundtable to meet
The Executive Roundtable of 

the Shared Services Network of 
Okeechobee County will conduct 
its bi-monthly meeting at 1:30 
p.m. on Friday, March 13, in the 
board room of the Okeechobee 
County School Board Offi ce. This 
forum provides a mechanism for 
dialogue and problem solving in 
our community through the col-
laborative efforts of our local deci-
sion makers. The public is invited 
to attend. For more information, 
please call Sharon Vinson at 863-
462-5000, Ext. 257.

Church sponsors ‘Gold 
Party’

The youth of First United Meth-
odist Church, 200 N.W. Second 
St., are sponsoring a gold party 
on March 14. If you have old, un-
wanted gold jewelry or anything 
else made of gold, bring it to the 
church between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Professional gold buyers will 
be on hand to give you top dollar 
for your gold. Sell as much gold 
as you want and you will be help-
ing the youth group raise money 
for their summer mission trip to 
London. A free meal will be pro-
vided to all who attend. Call 863-
763-4021 for more information or 
to make an appointment.

School board to 
discuss grants

The Okeechobee County 
School Board will host a meet-
ing to inform private schools of 
federal grant opportunities for the 
2009-2010 school year. The meet-
ing is scheduled for Friday, March 
13, at 3 p.m. and will be held in 
room 301 of the Okeechobee 
County School Board Offi ce. Rep-
resentatives of all private schools 
are encouraged to attend.

Cash for College at 
IRSC

To help college bound stu-
dents of any age obtain fi nancial 
aid, Indian River Community 
College will be hosting a “Cash 
for College” event on Saturday, 
March 14, at 10 a.m. at IRSC 
campuses in Okeechobee, Fort 
Pierce, St. Lucie West, Stuart, and 
Vero Beach. Professional help will 
be available, so bring your tax re-
turn. For more information, con-
tact the IRSC Call Center at 1-866-
792-4772 or visit www.irsc.edu.

Pet adoption event 
planned

The Humane Society Pet Res-
cue FL, Inc. of Okeechobee will 
hold a pet adoption event at the 
spring festival in Flagler Park on 
March 14 and 15. If you have been 
thinking of adopting a pet, come 
out and meet some of our “furry 
friends.” They would love a new 
home! For more information, 
please contact Belinda at 863-532-
1110 or by email at reunitepet@
aol.com.

Radio discusses
CASTLE

Saturday, March 14 at 7:30 
a.m. 91.7 FM and 100.3 FM will 
have Gundula Hargraves, market-
ing director, CASTLE on to dis-
cuss Child Abuse and neglect, the 
memory fi eld, and how to pre-
vent the abuse by helping fami-
lies in crisis. The discussion will 
be rebroadcast again at 1 and 6 
p.m. For more information please 
contact CASTLE, Child Abuse 
Services, Training and Life Enrich-
ment at 772-465-6011 or www.
exchangecastle.org.

SAL steak dinner 
planned

The Sons of the American Le-
gion will sponsor their monthly 
ribeye steak dinner on Sunday, 
March 15, from 3 until 6 p.m. at 
the American Legion Post 64, 
501 S.E. Second Street. Dinner in-
cludes: live entertainment, ribeye 
steak, baked potato, salad, home-
made dessert, roll and butter and 
iced tea or coffee for a $12 dona-
tion.

Fish fry dinners
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus 

Catholic Church hosts “Fish Fry 
Fridays” each week until April 3, 
from 5 until 8 p.m. The fundraiser 
is sponsored by Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 11284. Dinners 
include fi sh or chicken and all 
the fi xings for a $7 donation. Din-
ners are available for dining at the 
Church Hall or take out.

Volunteers needed to 
help children

Volunteer Guardians ad Litem 
give a voice to children who are 
victims of child abuse and are in-
volved in court proceedings. The 
Guardian ad Litem Program will 
be offering free training for volun-
teers and new classes will begin 
in February and March. Training 
involves thirty hours and will be 
held at our Saint Lucie West of-
fi ce on various days. You can be 
that voice for an abused child! The 
Guardian ad Litem Program needs 
Volunteers to represent Abused, 
Abandoned & Neglected Children 
in Saint Lucie, Martin, Indian River 
and Okeechobee Counties! They 
deserve a voice! For dates and 
times of all training please contact 
Pattra F. Dodd at 772-871-7225.

Cash for College at 
IRSC

To help college bound stu-
dents of any age obtain fi nancial 
aid, Indian River Community 
College will be hosting a “Cash 
for College” event on Saturday, 
March 14, at 10 a.m. at IRSC 
campuses in Okeechobee, Fort 
Pierce, St. Lucie West, Stuart, and 
Vero Beach. Professional help will 
be available, so bring your tax re-
turn. For more information, con-
tact the IRSC Call Center at 1-866-
792-4772 or visit www.irsc.edu.

Pancake breakfast at 
Lakeport Fire 
Department

The Lakeport Volunteer Fire 
Department will hold an all you 
can eat pancake breakfast on 
March 21, at 7 a.m., at their fi re 
station in Lakeport. All money 
collected is to purchase future 
equipment. The breakfast will 
feature pancakes, sausage patties 
and coffee or iced tea until they 
are sold out. Price is $3 for all you 
can eat. Come out and support 
the Lakeport Volunteer Fire De-
partment.

Relay for Life 
fundraiser

The City of Okeechobee’s Re-
lay for Life team “Hunt for a Cure” 
will hold a fundraiser at City Hall 
on Saturday, March 21, from 8 
a.m. until 1 p.m. Included in the 
fundraiser will be a bake sale, car 
wash, and rummage sale. All pro-
ceeds go to benefi t Relay for Life 
and the American Cancer Society.

Fancy ME! (machine 
embroidery) meeting

If you have an embroidery ma-
chine, plan to buy one or are just 
interested in the concept, please 
join us at our next meeting. It will 
be held on Saturday, March 21, 
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. in the 
Red Cross classroom, 323 N. Par-
rott Avenue. Bring your machine 
and lunch for a fun-fi lled day. Me-
tallic thread is known to present 
a special challenge to machine 
embroidery so we decided we 
would take that on as a group 
project this month. Bring a couple 
of your designs and your metallic 
threads to see what you can cre-
ate. For more information please 
call Joan at 863-467-0290 or Corry 
at 863-467-2231.

Community Events

Sell it quick with
an online classified ad!

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads



CASTLE, the premier agency 
for the prevention of child abuse 
on the Treasure Coast, is proud to 
announce that the National City 
Foundation, a charitable giving 
arm of the PNC Financial Servic-
es Group, Inc. (NYSE:PNC), has 
committed to a $25,000 grant an-
nounced at the CASTLE STOMP 
OUT CHILD ABUSE “Giving So-
ciety” Breakfast on Wednesday, 
March 4 at the PGA Education 
Center in Port St. Lucie. 

At this fundraising event, CAS-
TLE launched the “Multi-Year Giv-
ing Society” where guests were 
given the opportunity to make a 

contribution of their choice.

National City, now part of PNC, 

one of the original sponsors of the 

CASTLE organization, has a long 

history of fi nancial support for the 

prevention of child abuse. 

Through executive leader-

ship, strategic investments and 

employee volunteerism, National 

City, now part of PNC, is helping 

to build strong communities and 

create fi nancial opportunities for 

individuals, families and busi-

nesses.

Bank joins CASTLE 
in the ongoing battle 
against child abuse

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

As the date of the high school 
prom nears, parents and other 
caregivers of students are begin-
ning to prepare for the season.

With all the items involved, 
the costs add up quickly. Girls 
typically purchase dresses, shoes, 
costume jewelry, corsage and/or 
boutonniere as well as other ac-
cessories.

Some girls will have their hair 
done by professionals as well.

Dresses have such a range of 
costs depending on where the 
dress is purchased. Consignment 
shops typically carry prom dresses 
that could be as low as $50; larger 
retail or formal bridal boutiques 
carry dresses that could cost as 
much as $2,000 or more.

Prom dates may also include 
the costs of the dinner before 
prom and rentals of special ve-
hicles such as limos.

With costs skyrocketing, some 

girls do not have the funds avail-
able to attend prom, even without 
all the extras.

In response to concerns heard 
from her own daughter’s high 
school age friends, three years 
ago Pam Chesley decided to or-
ganize a “prom dress rescue” 
to help girls who want to attend 
their high school prom but can-
not afford to buy a prom dress.

Through the donations from 
the community to the Prom Dress 
Rescue, Mrs. Chesley has been 
able to coordinate approximately 
60 dresses for girls at Okeecho-
bee High School for prom. Mrs. 
Chesley is currently accepting 
donations of prom dresses which 
can be dropped off at the OHS 
Gatehouse at the main entrance. 
The fi ttings for dresses this year 
will be April 15, 16, and 17, dur-
ing school hours.

The dresses are free for the 
students to use. Their goal is to 
double the number of dresses 
placed with students this year so 

they need as many donations as 
possible so they will have the best 
selection.

Carol Bryant is on hand at the 
Okeechobee High School during 
fi ttings where the Prom Dress 
Rescue’s master seamstress Judy 
Rowland alters the dresses as 
needed in order to provide the 
most dresses to the most girls.

These alterations allow the girls 
to fi nd that perfect dress even if it 
isn’t perfectly sized. The master 
seamstress has all the necessary 
equipment on hand with sergers, 
sewing machines and a variety 
of colors of thread to match any 
dress.

Spread the word to all high 
school age girls that this valuable 
resource is available to help espe-
cially in these economic times.

To make a donation, volun-
teer to help or more information 
about the program contact Pam 
Chesley at 863-946-2736 or 863-
634-7158.

Prom dresses available 
for high school students

• First Time Home Buyers
• Refinance/Debt Consolidation
• Commercial Loans up to 

$5,000,000.00
• Mobile Home Financing

• Investment Property
• Self-Employed Okay
• New Construction Loans
• Rehab Loans

• No Mortgage Insurance   • Full Doc   • Credit Score as Low as 580
33..55%%  DDoowwnn  ••  FFHHAA//VVAA

New CBS Homes
3/2 cathedral ceil-

ings, tile throughout,
wood cabinets, plant
shelves, appliances,
$113,000. inc. lot. 

(Reduced price if built on your lot)
Contact (863) 634-0571

Lic# Crc1328235

• Are you behind on your mortgage?
• Owe more than your house is worth?
• Can't Refinance?
• Mortgage Payments increasing?

Modification can
reduce your mortgage!

To find out if you qualify to have
your mortgage loan modified, call
the Okeechobee Mortgage Loan

Modification Department.

863 763 8030

Mortgage Loan Modification

1804 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee

(863) 357-4622

CHURCH FOR SALE

7638 sqft w/ 8166 total sqft built 1954 on 1.56 acres in city limits.
Seats approx 150, 6 classrooms, nursery & 4 restrooms.  Recent
updates made. Includes central a/c, baptismal, kitchen.  Call Sena
Treadway for more info, 863-697-3207

3 BR, 2 Baths on your lot from $89,000 and up

Other models available.  CBS construction, wood cabinets, tile in LR,
kitchen and baths, carpet in bedrooms. Pick your colors. Upgrades
available.

$119,000, lot included

Roland Mossel •   Lou DeMicco, LLC
CGC1511618                           CGC1506955

(863) 763-7998 • (863) 634-7722 • (863) 763-7552

This 2/2 on Lake access canal is ready for you to
just walk in to. 2 car carport attached and a
17x18 florida rm. Canal has a covered boat dock.
Most furnishings stay. #201574 $129,000

Nice 3 Bd, 1 Ba home close to town, some
remodeling work in progress.  Call to see proper-
ty. #201941 $79,900

Almost 4 acres just south of Hwy 70. High Traffic
Location. CBS 16,183 sq ft bldg & a 2,400 sq ft.
metal warehouse. 2 acres of property vacant.
Call for more details. #200159

5 acres, main home CBS construction & 8 MH
rental units. 6 are currently rented and 2 are
vacant. Seller is motivated. This is also a
licensed MH park, so units can be replaced as
needed. #201605 $250,000

DWMH on Captive Lake in Taylor Creek Isles.
Perfect little getaway for some rest and relax-
ation!  Or use as rental income! #202427 $65,000

“LICENSED MOBILE HOME PARK”

“HWY 70 WEST FRONTAGE”“RECENTLY REMODELED…LIKE NEW”

“WELL MAINTAINED”“WATERFRONT LIVING”

“PERFECT GET-A-WAY”

Living quarters above 8-stall barn w/tack & feed rm.
Bath w/laundry combo; hurricane shutters. Property
is cross-fenced, automatic entrance gate. Pasture &
yard irrigation. Wooley shed. Set back off main road
for privacy. Come take a look #201639 $399,000

4/2 DWMH in Treasure Island w/new wood front
porch, fenced yard, living rm family rm w/fireplace,
lg kitchen w/flat top cook top & wall oven, walk in
closets, garden tub in master bath. Owners moti-
vated! Bring offers!! #200924 $105,000

“NEED SOME ELBOW ROOM?”“BRING THE HORSES”

10 
Acres!!

Newly

Remodeled
Bring

Offers!

Spacious 

Floor Plan

Great Price on this 3BR 1 1/2 Bath CBS home!!
Home has been remodeled and looks like new.
Come take a look! #202428 $85,000

AMust See!

What 

a Deal! Great

Commercial

Opportunity!

Income

Producing!!

Hazellief & Prevatt Realty, Inc.
(863)

763-2104
Se 

Habla Español

1200 South Parrott Ave.
www.century21okeechobee.com • Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

•CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES•

• 2.5 buildable acres in Sunset Strip
Airpark in Lazy 7. $98,000 MLS# 202207 
• Okeechobee Hammock 100 x 104 lot off
of 15-A. $29,000 MLS# 200471 

• Big "O" RV Park vacant lot or w/ travel trailer. 
• Basswood buildable lots from $15K-
$33,000 
• 7 acres Hwy 68 $110,000 MLS# 93452

ACREAGE / LOTS

1000-H: 3 Bd 1 ba CBS home located in the NE sec-
tion of town. Built 2001, chain link fenced.  $60,000 -
Bank will consider any & all offers. MLS# 202362 

FORECLOSURE!

2002-M: Taylor Creek 3/2 DWMH completely furnished,
front and back porch with workshop/storage RM, irrigation
system, RV hook up, carport and more.  MLS# 202170

WATERFRONT!

4001-M: BHR Mobile home completely furnished,
screened patio, shed, boat dock and seawall.
MLS# 201911

WATERFRONT!

4004-H: BHR lake access home on a large cul-de-
sac. Attached carport, metal roof, paved
driveway,water on both sides, boat slip and seawall.
Call today to see! MLS# 202218 $109,000

BUCKHEAD RIDGE!

5014-H: 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath CBS home located in
Whispering Pines  (NW 35th LN).  -Bank will con-
sider any & all offers.$30,900. MLS# 201428

FORECLOSURE!

5043-M: MH on 1 fenced acre.  3/2 with fireplace, large
screened rear porch, circle driveway, large
garage/workshop and upstairs storage. MLS# 201860

4 SEASONS! ON 1 +/- ACRE

David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144 
Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 
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Brewer was charged as an adult, 
he was being treated as a juvenile 
and was held in a specifi c hous-
ing area for juveniles.

“At this point I have found 
no suicide note, and there is no 
evidence of foul play,” said De-
tective Ted Van Deman of the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (OCSO), who is the lead in-
vestigator on the case. “Brewer 
was alone in his cell and the other 
inmates were in their cells.”

Detective Van Deman ex-
plained that when dinner was 
being served Tuesday, Brewer 
did not respond to get his meal. 

A corrections offi cer then asked 
another inmate to tell Brewer it 
was meal time. When the inmate 
went to the teen’s cell he found 
Brewer’s body.

An arrest report by OCSO 
Detective Rosemary Farless indi-
cates that Brewer was arrested for 
twice threatening his 15-year-old 
girlfriend with a semi-automatic 
handgun. On one occasion he 
threatened the victim and held 
the gun to her head. The second 
charge stemmed from him hold-
ing the gun to the victim’s side.

Mr. White said it’s not unusual 
for someone of Brewer’s age to 
be bound over for adult court.

He went on to state that since 
2001, when he became the jail 
administrator, there have been no 
other suicides. An inmate did re-

cently die in the jail, but that was 
due to a medical issue.

Both Mr. White and Detective 
Van Deman said if there are indi-
cations an inmate is contemplat-
ing suicide then precautions are 
taken.

“Should anybody get placed on 
suicide watch they are seen each 
week by a psychiatric nurse,” Mr. 
White said.

The inmate is also placed on 
suicide watch and is housed dif-
ferently.

“In suicide watch, they take 
away all the inmate’s stuff and all 
they have is a gown -- a suicide 
shroud. They have no blankets or 
sheets and they must stay in the 
shroud as long as they are on sui-
cide watch,” explained Detective 
Van Deman.

Mr. White said there also was 
no indication that Brewer “had 
any problem with drugs.”

According to records, Brewer 
is the second inmate at the county 
jail to commit suicide in the coun-
ty jail in recent years. Donald R. 
Grice was found dead in his cell 
on Sept. 1, 1992. Grice had been 
found guilty on Aug. 28, 2002, 
of two counts of premeditated 
fi rst-degree murder in what was 
known as the Ivory Cue murders.

Following his conviction Grice, 
then 40, was placed on suicide 
watch in the special cell so that 
corrections offi cers could watch 
him. However, according to state 
law, the bathroom area had to be 
partitioned so that inmates had 
some privacy.

Teen
Continued From Page 1

Donny Arnold is pageant di-
rector. Leslie Stokes is the pag-
eant coordinator, training the girls 
to put on an exciting show, titled 
“That Girl” which will begin at 7 
p.m.

The Leslie’s Dance Studio 
dancers will perform throughout 
the evening. Emcees for the pag-
eant are David Lee and Bridgette 
Waldau. Rafael Pacheco, of Cre-
ations in Fotografi a is the pag-
eant’s offi cial photographer.

While the pageant for the gen-
eral public begins at 7 p.m., the 
competition begins earlier in the 
day with individual interviews 
with a team of well-qualifi ed out 
of town judges. The on-stage 
judging will include evening 
gown and swim suit competi-
tions. The young ladies will also 
be questioned on stage as a part 
of the fi nal determination of who 
will have the honor of becoming 
the 2009 Miss Okeechobee Coun-
ty Fair.

The winner and fi nalists will 
receive a number of prizes and 
awards will also be presented 
to “Miss Photogenic” and “Miss 
Congeniality.” This year will also 
include a business achievement 
award.  

“This is more than just a beau-

ty pageant,” Donny Arnold says. 
“We are looking for a girl who is 
proud of her accomplishments 
and her community.”

Mary Kathleen Barber, 2008 
Miss Okeechobee County Fair, 
represented Okeechobee with 
great style and grace, not only at 
the Miss Florida Teen USA pag-
eant but also around the state and 
our community. You can follow 
her busy year on the Okeecho-
bee County Fair’s website, www.
okeechobeecountyfair.com.

The 2009 contestants for the 
Miss Okeechobee County Fair 
are, in alphabetical order: Me-
gan Christine Clements; LeeAnn 
Elizabeth Davis; Miranda Lindsay 
DuBois; Valerie Lynn McKee; Al-
exandria Taylor Ming; Erin Mariah 
Moore; Cassandra Leigh Murray; 
Brittany Marie Nethers; Dianna 
Marie Rodriguez; and Kathleen 
Alexander Turner.

Megan Clements is 16 years 
old and a junior at Okeechobee 
High School (OHS). She plans to 
attend Duke University in North 
Carolina where she will attend 
pre-med school and become a 
forensic pathologist/coroner.

LeeAnn Davis is 15 years old 
and a sophomore at OHS. She 
plans to attend the University 
of South Florida where she will 
pursue a masters degree in zool-
ogy, with bachelors degrees in 
psychology and animal behav-
ior with a minor in dance. After 

college she hopes to become an 
Orca researcher at a Dolphinari-
um facility.

Miranda DuBois is 17 years old 
and a Senior at OHS. She plans 
to attend Indian River State Col-
lege (IRSC) to fi nish her associate 
degree and then continue into 
a registered nursing program, 
where she can learn and pursue 
her dream job of becoming an 
obstetrician.

Valerie McKee is 16 years old 
and a junior at OHS. After she 
graduates, she has aspirations to 
become a Florida FFA State Offi -
cer, serving as an agricultural am-
bassador and traveling to schools 
across the state. She hopes to use 
the scholarships that she receives 
through FFA to attend Florida 
State University or University of 
Florida to major in communica-
tions, which will aid her in her 
ultimate goal and dream of be-
coming a Christian inspirational 
author and speaker.

Alexandria Ming is a 15 year 
old sophomore at OHS. She plans 
to attend IRSC to attain her associ-
ate degree and then transfer to a 
university which will best prepare 
her for a career in the Central In-
telligence Agency.

Erin Moore is a 17 year old ju-
nior at OHS. She plans to attend 
the University of Florida to obtain 
a degree in business. She would 
like to buy a sell shoes all over the 
world for major businesses.

Cassandra Murray is 17 years 
old and a senior at OHS. After 
graduation she plans on continu-
ing to college to pursue a degree 
to become an anesthesiologist.

Brittany Nethers is a 19 year 
old who graduated from OHS in 
2008. She plans to attend school 
in Virginia at the School of Equis-
sage Home Study to become cer-
tifi ed in equine and also canine 
massage.

Dianna Rodriguez is a 19 year 
old who graduated from OHS in 
2007. She is currently a junior in 
college at Palm Beach Atlantic 
University where she is pursuing 
her doctoral degree in pharma-
cy. She wants to use her degree 
working in retail and research 
pharmacy.

Kathleen Turner is 17 years old 
and a junior at OHS. She plans 
to attend Florida State University 
where she hopes to be a member 
of the FSU Marching Chiefs Band 
while pursuing a dual major in 
literature and psychology. She 
plans to return to Okeechobee af-
ter college to work as a Christian 
Psychiatrist.

These ten young ladies will vie 
for the title of 2009 Miss Okeecho-
bee County Fair. Come enjoy the 
show that these young ladies will 
put on tonight, Friday, March 13, 
at 7 p.m.

Queen
Continued From Page 1

• Receive mileage allowance 
and a free meal at your assign-
ment.

• Receive supplemental acci-
dent and liability insurance cover-
age.

• Receive a wealth of satisfac-
tion.

The Foster Grandparent Pro-
gram is looking for more vol-
unteers to assist in the local el-
ementary schools and headstarts. 
Grandparents, both male and 
female, are greatly needed. There 
will be a spring training course 
in Okeechobee and there are 
monthly training sessions at the 
meetings held locally.

For information call the Area 
Agency on Aging at 1-866-684-
5885; or go to www.myanswer-
sonaging.org.

Post your opinions in the Public 

Issues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Reporter Chauna Aguilar can be 

reached at caguilar@newszap.com.

Vegetables
Continued From Page 1
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By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee New

Okeechobee County Commis-
sioners covered a wide variety of 
issues in a lengthy meeting on 
Thursday, March 12. 

Retired judge and local histori-
an William Hendry will be memo-
rialized by having the main court-
room in the historic courthouse 
named after him. Commissioners 
voted to name the courtroom the 
William L. Hendry Courtroom 
at the request of attorney Eliza-
beth Maxwell representing the 
Okeechobee County Bar Associa-
tion.

Mrs. Maxwell noted that the 
courtroom was used by Judge 
Hendry throughout his career. 
He had a private law practice in 
Okeechobee County for 27 years. 
He was attorney for the commis-
sioners for 21 years and served as 
attorney for the City of Okeecho-
bee for 10 years. He also served 
as county judge, circuit judge and 
chief circuit judge as well as serv-
ing in many civic and community 
organizations.

Mrs. Maxwell called the judge’s 
achievements “extraordinary and 
exemplary.”

The board spent some time dis-
cussing policies and procedures 
and clarifying rates at Okee Tantie 
Campground. There is no charge 
for a camper to bring in a boat 
and trailer. Beginning March 12, 
a camper who has a second boat 
and trailer will only be charged for 
one additional unit. In the past the 
second boat and trailer were each 
charged separately. Donnie Oden 
discussed in detail maintenance 
and renovation problems in the 
park. 

Long term camper Don Ab-
bot requested that the fi sh clean-
ing station and the pavilion be 
repaired. Commissioners took no 
action on those requests. How-
ever, rates, reservations polices 
and other procedures at the park 

may be revised before the next 
season. 

In a related matter, county 
administrator Lyndon Bonner re-
ferred to the two storm damaged 
boats at the park that were aban-
doned by their owners and offered 
for auction by the county. One of 
the boats was sold. There were 
no bidders for the other boat. Staff 
will be looking at the most feasi-
ble way of getting rid of the other 
boat. The purchaser of the fi rst 
boat has volunteered to dispose 
of it at no cost to the county 

Mark Smith reported that 
since the last commission meet-
ing, Okeechobee Main Street had 
raised $24,750 in private donations 
toward their economic develop-
ment program. That is 62 percent 
of the goal for private member-
ships the fi rst year. He also said 
they had been donated the use of 
offi ce space. Mr. Smith said they 
will also present their economic 
development program to the city 
council. Commissioners have not 
yet made a fi nancial contribution 
to the program which is designed 
to help existing businesses and at-
tract new businesses to the area.

In addition to fi re assessments, 
next year it appears that county 
residents will have to pay a sepa-
rate assessment for emergency 
medical services. Commissioners 
awarded a contract of $40,020 
to Willdan Financial Services to 
implement a municipal service 
benefi t unit (MSBU) for emergen-
cy medical services/ambulance 
special assessment program. In 
addition they approved a $19,500 
contract to Nabors, Giblin and 
Nickerson to provide legal ser-
vices related to the development 
and implementation of the MSBU. 
These contracts will be paid for 
from the landfi ll trust fund and 
are to be repaid with assessment 
funds. 

Heather Encinosa of Nabors, 
Giblin and Nickerson noted that 
the assessment system was more 

equitable. Everyone pays the 
same rate with an assessment. 
With ad valorem taxes, property 
owners that have higher valued 
property would pay a higher share 
of the cost. 

“We are going in the hole on 
EMS by leaps and bounds,” stated 
commissioner Noel Chandler. 

In her fi nancial update deputy 
county administrator Robbie 
Chartier noted that incomes from 
sales tax, building permits and im-
pact fees are less than anticipated. 
At the next meeting commission-
ers will be presented with specifi c 
recommendations for cutting the 
budget. Staff has been directed 
to put together a letter to consti-
tutional offi cers asking them to 
reduce their budgets also. 

In other action, the board:
• changed the name of that 

section of N.E. 128th Ave. be-
tween S.R. 70 and N.W. 120th 
Ave. to honor the late George 
Goodbread;

• agreed to sponsor the state 
high school rodeo fi nals June 
18-24 at the Okeechobee County 
Agri-Civic center;

• discussed but took no action 
on adopting a new position of 

road maintenance technician for 
the road department; 

• conducted an executive ses-
sion to discuss pending litigation 
with American Drilling Services;

• proclaimed March 12 to 
be Make a Wish Foundation of 
Southern Florida Day in Okeecho-
bee County;

• proclaimed March 29 to be 
Children’s Day in Okeechobee 
County;

• proclaimed April 5 to be 
Parents and Children’s Day in 
Okeechobee County;

• proclaimed March to be 
American Red Cross Month in 
Okeechobee County;

• approved a change order 
granting a two week time exten-
sion on the jail emergency genera-
tor contract to begin when Florida 
Power & Light completes the in-
stallation of the new transformer; 
and

• took no action on property, 
liability and worker’s compensa-
tion insurance coverage and con-
tinued with current coverage.

Post your opinions in the Public Is-
sues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Reporter Pete Gawda can be reached 
at pgawda@newszap.com.

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN M RI

115 NE 3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SSPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

We’re Still Here For You!
The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

MRI

GYNECOLOGIST

James E. Bradfield, MD FACOG
Gynecology • Board Certified

Evening and Saturday
Appointments

Email:  drbradfield@earthlink.net

863-763-8000
1713 Hwy 441 N, Suite F, Okeechobee

All Major
Insurances
Accepted

Menopausal
Disorders

Endometriosis
Incontinence

Infertility
Menstrual

Abnormalities
Sterilization

Laser Surgery
Minimally

Invasive Surgery

GENERAL AND VASCULAR SURGERY

The 2008 – 2009 Okeechobee News Medical Information Guide is available at
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

Announcing
Philip W. Moyer, M.D.

General and Vascular Surgery
(Relocating from Oklahoma to join the

staff at Raulerson Hospital)

Specializing in: 
•Laparoscopic Abdominal 

Surgery

•Skin cancer procedures

•Breast Cancer procedures

•Vascular Surgery

•Hernia Repair

•Minimally invasive thoracic 

surgery

•Vascular access for kidney 

failure

•Thyroid and other endocrine   

surgical procedures

•Varicose vein surgery  

Accepting New Patients
(863) 357-0045

245 NE 19th Drive, Okeechobee, FL 34972

Philip W. Moyer, M.D. 
Diplomate American Board

of General Surgery

Advertise in the
Okeechobee

News
Call 763-3134 today!

CARDIOLOGY

GGabriel E. Breuer, M.D.
Cardiology • Electrophysiology

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

1105 NORTH PARROTT AVENUE, OKEECHOBEE
863-467-1660

Cardiovascular diseases • Cardiac Catheterization
Electrophysiology studies

Implantation of cardiac ddevices 

VARICOSE VEIN REMOVAL

HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

•Specialized Wound Care
•Full Time Medical Director
•Dialysis Support
•Alzheimer’s Support Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

•Resident & Family Council Groups
•Specialized HIV Care
•Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy
•24 hour Registered Nurse Staffing
•Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Highway Pahokee, Florida 33476-1834

PHONE: 561-924-5561 • FAX: 561-924-9466
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton • Visit our website at www.floridacare.net

Healthcare Services Include:

120 BEDS

S. Scott Tapper, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Board Certified General Vascular Surgeon

Before                       After

2169 S.E. Ocean Blvd., Stuart • 772-286-5501
www.symmetrylaservein.com

Specializing in the Removal of  Varicose Veins
� Minimally Invasive In Office Procedure

� Performed more than 1000 Endo Venous     
Laser Ablation procedures

� Insurance Accepted

OPHTHALMOLOGY/OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

520 S. Parrott Ave.
Okeechobee, FL

OOptical Gallery

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

763-4334

763-3403
Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician & Surgeon

357-4899

Medicare/Medicaid and Most 
Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye and Contact Lens Exams
Advanced Cataract Microsurgery

Glaucoma Evaluation and Treatment
Diabetic Eye Exams

Single Vision Lens & Frames . . . . Starting at
$35

Bifocal Lens & Frames . . . . . . . . . . Starting at
$55

1160 SE Federal Highway – Stuart • 800-960-0321
www.floridaoutdoorsrv.com

44th Anniversary 
Bid and Buy Sale!

Thurs. - Sun., March 12th-15th • 10 am - 5 pm
Make an Offer on Any New 2007, 2008

Or Used Motorhome, 5th Wheel or Travel Trailer in Stock
& Take Home the RV of Your Dreams!

Great Selection! Full warranties on new 2007’s and 2008’s
One Weekend Only!

Something For Everyone 
New & Used 

3057 HWY 70E
Okeechobee 

8863-447-6543
Gummy1957@aol.com

Linda’s Thrift Shoppe 
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County to impose special assessment for EMS

The Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission 
(FWC) has revamped its Web 
site, MyFWC.com.

“It’s more of a reorganiza-
tion of the site as opposed to a 
redesign,” said the FWC’s Scott 
Ball, who led the editorial side of 
the project. “We’ve reorganized 
the content according to subject 
matter and added a few other 
features to make the site easier 
to navigate.”

The new home page menu 
refl ects the arrangement of 
content into 14 topic-based sec-
tions, compared to 24 before 
the change. And by placing their 
mouse pointer over any of those 

items, visitors will be able to 
see a sub-menu of topics found 
within that section.

Other pages now feature 
“breadcrumbs” (helpful links 
to enable visitors to return to 
related pages), and all pages 
now have a left-hand menu to 
improve navigation.

To help users get acquainted 
with the new site, a reference 
page outlines the basic organiza-
tional structure with links to the 
main sections and sub-sections. 
Go to MyFWC.com and look for 
“The new MyFWC.com” in the 
Quick Clicks box.

FWC tunes up its Web site



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

For the past several years 
Okeechobee High School and 
Jensen Beach High School have 
dominated their district in girls 
softball. Now it appears that Sun-
coast wants to join the party.

“Were ready to join, were ready 
to be in the mix,” Lady Chargers 
Coach Kari Williams said after 
her team shut out Okeechobee, 
4-0, at the Lady Brahmans fi eld 
on Tuesday night.

Lindsey Harris pitched a fi ve 
hitter for the shutout and Sun-
coast got off to a good start with 
two quick runs to stun the Lady 
Brahmans, (5-5). Suncoast has 
beaten three teams ranked in the 
Top 10 of the Palm Beach Post 
Softball rankings. They are now 
8-3 on the season. Both teams are 
2-1 in district play.

Veronica Alred was 3 for 3 with 
a double and two runs scored for 
Suncoast. Hannah Cohn was 2 for 
4 with a double and three runs 
batted in.

Brahmans Coach Kim Har-
graves said her team is currently 
struggling at the plate. She noted 
her girls hit Harris hard in the fall 
and she’s not sure why they didn’t 
Tuesday night, “We are playing 
guessing games at the plate and 
were not comfortable. The girls 
are beating themselves up a little 
bit for whatever reason right now. 
The only thing we can do is teach 
them fundamental softball.”

Okeechobee had their chanc-
es to score but just couldn’t get 
the big hit. In the fourth Emily Mc-
Cullough led off with a hard hit 
single and LeAnna Cotton reached 
on an infi eld single. However, 

Harris struck out Emily Bosworth 
and Courtney Wilson and Cotton 
was gunned down trying to steal 
second base.

Cohn’s single drove home 
Monica Alvarez with an insurance 
run in the fi fth. Ashtyn Brown 
made a nice play for Okeechobee 
when she grabbed a line drive 
and turned it into a double play.

Alred made an exceptional de-
fensive play in the fi fth behind the 
plate. Victoria Blevins hit a foul 
pop that wasn’t very far off the 
ground. Alred dove for the ball 
near the fence and made a great 
catch to keep her team fi red up.

“For three years we’ve been 
trying to beat this team. It’s a 
good win for us. We pitched well 
and we hit the ball well. It was a 
great team effort, an all around 
effort by everybody,” Coach Wil-
liams noted.

Okeechobee got runners on in 
the fi fth and sixth innings as Jew-
el Buck walked in the fi fth and 
Taylor Douglas ripped a double 
in the sixth. LeAnna Cotton tried 
to get a Douglas home but Har-
ris turned a nice double play that 
nailed Douglas at the plate.

Coach Hargraves said her girls 
just need to stay positive and that 
there is a lot of the season left to 
improve and get back to the post 
season, “There is a full moon to-
night and weird things happen. 
I’ll tell the girls to stay optimistic 
and learn from this. In the district 

tournament we’ll get another 

chance. I’ve seen some major up-

sets in district tournaments.”

The Okeechobee girls next 

home game will be March 24 

against Forest Hill. The Brahmans 

annual Junior Varsity tournament 
will be held on Friday and Satur-
day at Okeechobee High School.

Suncoast upsets Lady Brahmans softball team

DERMATOLOGY

GASTROENTEROLOGY/HEPATOLOGY

The 2008 – 2009 Okeechobee News Medical Information
Guide is available at

http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=5
6360&pagenum=1

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and 
advertisements on our updated Newszap website

Office: (863) 357-8222

Albert Bravo, M.D.
Internal Medicine &

Gastroenterology (GI)
Board Certified in Gastroenterology

Treating conditions of the esophagus, stomach, small
intestine, colon, liver, gallbladder and the biliary system.

Diseases of the Digestive System

Endoscopy • Colonoscopy

225 NE 19th Drive • Okeechobee, FL 34972

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

UROLOGY

BOARD CERTIFIED IN UROLOGY
Specializing in:

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.

215 N.E. 19th Dr. • Okeechobee • (863) 763-0217

• ADULT & PEDIATRIC UROLOGY
• BLADDER & KIDNEY INFECTIONS

• IMPOTENCE/IMPLANTS
• NO SCALPEL VASECTOMY

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME
We Love toWe Love to Care. . .Care. . .

Okeechobee Health Care FacilityOkeechobee Health Care Facility
1646 Highway 441 North • Okeechobee

Call 863-763-2226 for a Personalized Tour with SandyFive-Star Rating
�����

Family Owned & Operated, providing care to elderly citizens of
Okeechobee and surrounding counties since December 1984

• Rehab Therapy
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Therapy
• Out-Patient Therapy

• Available 24 Hours/7 Days a Week
• Long-Term Care Available
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s Unit
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Stimulating Daily Activities

Suncoast Medical Equipment 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Se Habla

Español

Complete Line of Home Medical Supplies

Mon. - Fri.

9 am to 5 pm

412 NE Park Street  • Okeechobee
(863) 467-8711

Arthritis • Diabetes 
Chronic Pain

Available by Prescription Only.

Hi Art Tomotherapy

We are one of only 200 can-
cer treatment centers
worldwide to offer this cut-
ting edge technology that
translates to higher cancer
control rates and minimal
side effects and toxicity.

For more information, please
contact the Radiation
Oncology experts at 

(863) 467-9500

Learn about Cyberknife Radiation Technology that emphasizes:
1. Increased cancer control rates compared to conventional technology
2. Ease of Treatment
3. Fewer visits due to shorter course of therapy
4. Safety with less side effects
Expert radiation doctors with the most experience are always available to

address your every need. Free transportation is available.  If you are cur-
rently being treated with radiation, call us and we will perform a free eval-
uation and offer an unbiased opinion.  Radiation therapy does not have to
be scary anymore with the the best combination of expert physicians and
world class cutting edge technology right here, just a phone call away.

Together we can win the battle against cancer. . .today!

Ramesh Kumar, MD 
William Crook, MD 
Julie Santelli, MD

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

The physicians who brought you the Cyberknife
Radiosurgery system now offer a new ray of hope for
our cancer patients

Big Lake Cancer Center
1115 N. Parrott Ave • Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 467-9500

Coastal Cyberknife &
Radiation Oncology

5550 S US Hwy 1 • Ft. Pierce, FL 34982

(772) 293-0377

Implantology is not a recognized specialty by the American Dental Association and Florida Board of Dentistry. New treatment program only. The patient and any other person responsible
for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of respond-
ing to the advertisement for the free, discounted or reduced fee, service, examination or treatment. Any offer of monthly payment is based on credit and financing approval.

6390 W. Indiantown Road • Jupiter
Chasewood Plaza near RJ Gators

AFFORDABLE DENTAL IMPLANTS

888-FL-IMPLANT

• We surgically insert and restore Implants in the same office!

• Enjoy the relaxing benefit of conscious oral sedation...As 

easy as taking a pill.

• 100% financing available at 0% interest

• Stabilize loose dentures or partials, replace missing teeth!

For Free Implant Report Dial (888) 692-1325 or www.freeimplantreport.com

EXPERIENCE - Dentists have over 130 years combined dental experience in 

Palm Beach County. With over 13,000 crowns/implants insertions.

EQUIPMENT - Digital X-Rays, 90% less radiation.

IMPLANT SYSTEMS - Biohorizon, Lifecore, Biolock - All made in the USA.

EDUCATION - Dr. Wade Harrouff is a graduate of Misch Institute, University

of Tennessee, University of Pittsburgh and Graduate of Implant Program at

Atlantic Dental Research Clinic. Also, trained in France and Germany.

WARRANTY - Lifetime warranty from manufacturer of implants.

T.A.
Aliapoulios,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN1847

Wade B.
Harrouff,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN10761

Jonothan
M. Royal,
D.M.D.
Lic. #DN12061

Salvotore
V. Melita,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN8575

APPEARANCE IMPLANT &
LASER

Implants
Starting At
$499
Free Full Mouth 
X-ray, and Exam

New Patients Only!
D6010, D0150, D9310

D330

MEMORIAL MASS - Saturday 3/14/09  at 4:30 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 901 S.W. 6th St. Okeechobee 

KEN METCALF -  PASSED AWAY 
20 YEARS AGO - 3/13/89  

Long time resident of Okeechobee, two term Governor
of Moose Lodge; owner of Metcalf Auto Sales.

Kentucky “boy” at Heart!!! 
U.S. Army, Veteran WWII

25 Year Resident of Palm Beach County,
FATHER OF FIVE - Jimmy, Karen, Kevin, Eric & Lynn

WE  MISS YOU DAD!!! XXXOOO
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
LeAnna Cotton watches a 
foul ball during the sixth in-
ning of Tuesday’s game with 
Suncoast.



Waterfront Rentals
Starting at $850 Mth/Yearly

Washer/Dryer - Lawn Maintained
On Large Private Lots

(863) 467-8683 • (772) 215-1680
Ask About Rent to Own with 10% Down

Waterfront Community on  
     the Rim Canal 

 9 Single Family Key West    
     Style Cottages Available 

1 or 2 Bedrooms + Loft   
      (Various Stages of Interior      
        Completion)

 Quotes Available for Interior  
     Completion   

 24 Individual Boat Slips 
 Covered Parking for 50 Vehicles 
 Just Minutes to GREAT Fishing 
 Great Year Round Activities:    

     Boating, Skiing, Kayaking, Fishing Plus   
       Much More!

TREASURE ISLAND PROPERTY OWNERS
MEETING

ATTEND IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ELIMINATING CRIME &
UNKEPT PROPERTIES IN OUR COMMUNITY

WHEN:  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
TH

WHERE:  CLOCK RESTAURANT, PARROTT AVE, OKEECHOBEE

TIME: 6:30 PM

FOUND GOATS - Please call to 
describe. (863)824-7593 no 
calls after 9 pm please.

ELDERLY LADY’S HANDBAG, 
Lost on Mon. 3/09. Possibly 
downtown Okee or at Wal-
mart parking lot. She is very 
distraught over loss of con-
tents. Reward, no questions 
asked. Call 863-634-5748 or 
561-767-7263

LOST BRACELET - Dia-
mond/Sapphire bracelet lost 
either at Los Coco’s or 
Comm. Theater, March 
7.2009 (863)467-1547 or 
532-9701

FREEDOM OUTREACH
MINISTRY YARD SALE

OKEECHOBEE,
 Sun., Mar. 15th 

9am-?, 912 NW 2nd St.
(2 blocks west of the Meat 

Shoppe on NW 2nd St.)
Furniture, Clothes, Tools, 

Toys, Electronics, H/H Items...

HUGE YARD SALE - 3422 SE 
25th St. Treasure Island, Fri, 
Sat & Sun, Mar 13,14 & 15. 
8 am-  2 pm. Furniture, knick 
knacks, clothes, tools, and 
much more!

OAK PARK - 3617 SW 21st St. 
SAT Only Mar 14, Starts at 8 
am. Framed art, Cookware, 
clothes, Lot’s of stuff!

OAK PARK
3548 SW 20th Street

Sat. 3/14, 7a-12p. 
Excercise, lawn equip., 

Household, boys clothes  & 
MORE!!

SUPER YARD SALE - Dawn to 
noon only, SAT- 3/14. 1881 
SE 24th Blvd. Taylor Creek 
Isles.

OKEECHOBEE - 03/14/09/Sat, 
7-2pm, 425 SE 16th Ave., 3 
family sale, baby furniture, 
baby clothes, desk, rocker, 
smaller items

WANTED LIVE IN Housekeep-
er - (863)467-6688

EXPERIENCED BAR TENDER - 
Full liquor, apply in person 
only. Big Mike’s Sports Grill 
441 SE & 15-B

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Earn up to $150 a day!

 Undercover shoppers needed 
to judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience not 
required. Call 888-755-8323

SECRETARY - Part time for 
Okeechobee offi ce. Experi-
ence in Word preferred. Pro-
fessional appearance. 
Working w/offender popula-
tion. $9.50 hour plus excel-
lent benefi ts. Fax resume to 
(772)465-8488 or email to 
charlenec@coreprogram.org

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers will 
never accept any advertise-
ment that is illegal or consid-
ered fraudulent. In all cases 
of questionable value, such 
as promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-home 
programs - if it sounds too 
good to be true, chances are 
that it is. If you have ques-
tions or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we advise 
that before responding or 
sending money ahead of 
time, you check with the Bet-
ter Business Bureau at 
772-878-2010 for previous 
complaints.

Some 800 and 900 telephone 
numbers may require an ex-
tra charge, as well as long 
distance toll costs. We will do 
our best to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, but 
occasionally we may not be 
aware of the charges. There-
fore, if you call a number out 
of your area, use caution.

WANTED COMPANION/CARE-
TAKER for ambulatory elder-
ly lady. Need one for live-in 
arrangement in comfortable 
home in gated adult commu-
nity in SW Okeechobee. 
Room and board, plus sala-
ry. Also need part-time com-
panions to relieve the live in 
care taker a few days a 
week. Start in April. Only ma-
ture female applicants con-
sidered. Must provide 
references and pass back-
ground check. Call 
(863)467-5553. Leave mes-
sage if no answer.

DEE’S MINOR REPAIR
& Pressure Washing
Cool Sealing, Painting,

Carpentry & Much More!
No Job Too Big or Small. 

(863)467-2917
or (863)261-6425

License # 5698 & #1126

? NEED HELP ?
CALL GEORGE CARTER
Painting, Repairs, Carpentry

Power Washing
FREE CONSULTATION

(863)763-4775

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

TWO WHIRLPOOL Refrigera-
tors (interchangeable parts) 
$250 for both 
(863)484-0210

BIG POLES - 20’ x 18” and up 
$3.50 per foot. 
772-260-4514

DELL Desktop Computer and 
monitor with keypad $150 
(772)205-0121

CLUB CAR, 1997- New paint, 
batteries & tires w/folding 
windshield & charger $1800 
(863)253-2617

CLUB CAR FOUR SEATER - 
2000, w/folding windshield 
& lights, charger $2,650 
(863)253-2617

POWDER COATED STEEL 
WEIGHTS. TOTAL 65 LBS. 
$40 (863)801-1272

IIONIZERS - 2 - Like new, 
black tower model. $175 
(863)763-3932

Large Musical Carousel with 
table $200 (772)205-0121

WATER SYSTEM - Complete, 
1.5hp pump, water softener, 
Pressure tank. New $1250. 
Asking $650. (863)763-3932

THREE Color 27” TV’s - $40 
each. FIRM (863)610-0685

METAL LATHE - 6”X18” Manu-
al feed with lots of tooling. 
Very good shape. $450 
(863)357-5754

FLORIDA ART - A.E. Backus, 
H. Newton, A. Hair, G. Buck-
ner, Highwaymen Big $$ 
(772)562-5567 

WANTED: 3 Wheeled bicycle 
(863)467-4567

WANTED: FLORIDA ART
A.E. Backus, 

H. Newton, BIG $$ 
(772)562-5567 

Miniature zebu cows, 3 bulls 
and 2 heifers. Good for small 
acreages. Call to see  
(863) 801-4417 or 
(561) 352-3015

BEAUTIFUL  SAMANTHA’S 
GARDEN APTS -  In Town, 
2br/2ba, W&D, $850 mo. + 
$500.  sec.  (863)634-5780

KINGS BAY - (Two) 2/2, $695 
per mo 1st & last, no pets.  
(863)763-7301 or 
(863) 697-1623

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi ciency. 
Very clean! $600/mo. In-
cludes utilities. No pets. Call 
561-329-8205

Bass Capital Townhouse - 
2br/2ba, fully furn., yearly or 
seasonal, walking distance 
to lake. (863)983-5260

CITY OF OKEE - 3br, 2ba, gar-
age, good neighborhood, 
$875 + sec dep. 
(863)634-1554

DIXIE RANCH Acres- 2br/1ba 
duplex $500 month + $400 
dep., includes water, lawn, 
garbage, NO PETS. Call 
(863) 467-9029

FT DRUM - 1/1 on four acres, 
new cabinets and carpet 
$625 mo. (912) 224-4658 
or (734) 637-2697

Rent to own or sell 3/1 CBS, 
new roof, newly renovated 
$99,900 (561)801-3002

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SUITES - 3 Available. Start-
ing at $250 mo. Electric. 
Water. Internet. Conference 
Room included. Call Brian 
863-634-5352 Century 21

FEMALE looking for female 
roommate for house in Oak-
park. $325/mo. All utils. incl. 
Call 863-261-5789

OKEE, Furnished Rm. Single 
occ., private entrance, w/d. 

$140/wk & deposit, utils incl. 
(863)763-7331 leave msg.

TREASURE ISLAND -
 3BR, 2BA, with shed. $800 

move in,  $750/month. 
Call 863-824-0981

TEN ACRE RANCH - 3/2 MH, 7 
stall barn, RV incl, cross 
fenced, $162,000 MUST 
SELL, Bank owned, call 
agent (863)697-0288 

BY OWNER: 3/1.5 CBS
Desirable S.W. area 
2204 SW 3rd Ave.

 ($124,500) (863)357-8305

INDIAN HAMMOCK - New 3/2 
two story on 2.89 acres, 
$275000. Also have a 2.85 
acres lot $59,900. Okeecho-
bee 36th st N. 2/1/1 CBS 
$65,000  Canal Point ridge 
facing lake 3/1 on half acre 
$70,000. And 3/2 $85,000 
R e a l t o r / O w n e r 
(561)635-8478

5 Acres- 5 minutes north of 
town off 441, cleared 
$79,900.00 (561)801-3002

BHR - Furn Modular home 3/2 
w/Fl Room, Incl 3 HD TV’s. 
Just updated plumbing, 
elect, new sod & sprink sys, 
fenced, boat ramp, dock, 
conc drive, car port, shed. 

$138.500 OBO      
(561)818-2348

BEST VALUE
 ON MARKET!

Newly remodeled 3BR/1.5BA 
(or) 2BR/1BA situated on very 
clean equestrian ranch - 14 
minutes from town center. 
Please No Pets. Call for move-
in special M-F: 863-467-9800

CABIN - 1/1,$525. MO + Sec 
& elec , also 1/1 RV, BHR 
$400 mo. + Sec & elec. 
55+ Comm (863)763-7164

MOBILE HOME - 1BR/1BA, all 
util, $650 mo. 863-763-2098 

or (863)610-1092

OKEECHOBEE - 2br, 1ba with 
large back  porch & front 
porch on large scenic, 
wooded, fenced lot. $800 
mo. Also a 1 br, 1ba $500 
mo. Call 863-634-3451

ON RIM CANAL: Small, 1 
Bdrm., $450 mo. (includes 
utilities). + $300 sec. dep. 
(863)697-0214

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

DOUBLEWIDE, 2005 - 1/2 
acre, 2 out buildings, 
$75,900. Call 772-260-0078

LAKEPORT - 2 sep properties, 
2br, 1ba mob homes, com-
pletely furnished, 1 with 
large workshop, 1 with large 
garage. $45,000, MUST 
SELL !! (863)946-0989

AIRBOAT HULL - Apache, 12’, 
with good trailer & cage 
works, no motor, $1500 or 
best offer. (863)357-5754

BROWNING - 18’ open bow, 
with trailer, inboard/outboard 
Merc cruiser,175 hp, 4 cyl 
eng.  $2000 neg 
(863)763-5253

CAROLINA SKIFF - 40 hp mo-
tor $1700 (863)763-8132

HONDA SHADOW 750 - 2004,
With trailer, many extras 
$3000 (863)634-4765
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Important Information: Please
read your ad carefully the first
day it appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please noti-
fy us prior to the deadline list-
ed. We will not be responsible
for more than 1 incorrect
insertion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered val-
ueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes responsi-
bility for all statements, names
and content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for any
claims against Independent
Newspapers.  All advertising
is subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all copy, and to
insert above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to credit
approval. All ads must conform
to Independent Newspapers’
style and are restricted to
their proper classifications.
Some classified categories
require advance payment.
These classifications are
denoted with an asterisk *.
Independent Newspapers will
never knowingly accept any
advertisement that is illegal or
considered fraudulent. In all
cases of questionable value,
such as promises of guaran-
teed income from work-at-
home programs or other offers
to send money in advance for
a product or service – we
advise you to check with the
Attorney General’s Consumer
Fraud Line at 1-800-220-5424,
and/or The Better Business
Bureau, 800-464-6331 for pre-
vious complaints.
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How to place 
your ad:

IT’S EASY, JUST GO TO:
� www.newszap.com

click on classifieds

OR EMAIL:
� For Legal Ads:

legalads@newszap.com

� For All Other Classified Ads:
classads@newszap.com

BUSINESS HOURS
� Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINES
� Wednesday

11 a.m. Tuesday for Wednesday publication

� Friday
11 a.m.Thursay for Friday publication

� Sunday
Friday 10 a.m. for Sunday publication

GUIDELINES FOR PLACING   
FREE ADS!

• All personal items under $5,000
ABSOLUTELY FREE when placed online

•  Ads phoned in subject to charge.

• Price must be included in ad

• Private parties only

• 2 items per household per issue

OKEE

Published 3 weeks* in all of our Florida papers: Caloosa Belle, Clewiston News, Glades County Democrat,
Immokalee Bulletin, Okeechobee News, and The Sun

* Ads will run in the Wednesday Okeechobee News and weekly publications.
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ACROSS
1 Bonanza
5 Two-time NBA

MVP Steve
9 Zip

14 Graduation party,
perhaps

16 Drags
17 Like the Atlantic

bluefin tuna
18 Like some sticks?
19 Echinoderm with

regenerable
arms

20 Stir
22 1889-90

newsmaking
circumnavigator

23 Hairy, in a way
24 Act like a creep?
28 Crashes
31 TAG Heuer rival
32 __-d’Armor,

department of
NW France

33 Many a grade:
Abbr.

34 Ready to serve
35 Allotted
36 It’s French for

“bent”
37 Fla. airport
38 Early Arizona

natives
39 Hall of Fame

football coach
Earle “Greasy”
__

40 Not consider
42 Mated
43 Brilliance
44 It’s very low in

dense fog: Abbr.
45 Off the mark
46 Like some

museum 
displays

51 Wattle fence
wood

52 Place for pipe
dreams?

54 Very, in music
55 Something you

always have with
you that can be
hard to find?

56 Bustles
57 Whiplash

reaction?
58 Server

DOWN
1 They’re meant to

go over your head
2 Sitcom redhead
3 Pod opening
4 Short-lived “The

Dukes of
Hazzard” spin-off

5 Result of a bad
pitch?

6 Champion rider
7 Govt. ID issuer
8 Spouses
9 Headmasters?

10 Dash results
11 Overseas deposit

unit
12 Vivacity
13 ISP option
15 Where to find a

bowler
21 Tried to outrun
24 Shellac
25 Ancient region

south of Aeolis
26 Words before a

benediction
27 Four spot?
28 Like some wind
29 Functional
30 Out on a limb
32 It always points

away from the sun

35 Parlor piece
36 Architectural

handle?
38 Star in Ursa

Minor
39 Petty org.
41 1996 horror film

with two sequels
42 Lobster claw
44 Sci-fi pioneer
45 De bene __:

provisionally

47 Busy mgr.’s
need, perhaps

48 Mob addition?
49 She played

Maggie in “Pete
Kelly’s Blues”
(1955)

50 Stand up to
51 Muffin grain
53 Like

Mendelssohn’s
Sonata Op. 6

By Timothy L. Meaker
(c)2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 12/06/08

12/06/08

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:
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NOTICE OF HEARING
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY CODE ENFORCEMENT

SPECIAL MAGISTRATE

The Okeechobee County Special Magistrate will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, 
March 17, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. The public meeting will be held at the Okeechobee 
County Health Department Auditorium, located at 1728 N.W. 9th Avenue, Okeecho-
bee, Florida. For more information, contact Faye Huffman at the Planning and Devel-
opment Department, 499 N.W. 5th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34972, 
(863) 763-5548 ext. 3001.

All interested parties shall have the opportunity to be heard at this public meeting. 
Any person deciding to appeal any decision by the Code Enforcement Special Mag-
istrate with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need to ensure that 
a verbatim record of the proceedings is made and that the record includes the testi-
mony and evidence upon which the appeal will be based. Code enforcement tapes 
are for the sole purpose of backup for offi cial records of the Department.

Faye Huffman, Secretary to the
Code Enforcement Special Magistrate
313404 on 3/13,15/09

PUBLIC NOTICE
 OF INTENT TO SELL

1992 Norris Craft Boat
No motor or trailer. Vessel 
abandoned in 2003 and is 

for sale for what is owed on 
the bill. The sale will be on 
the 11th day of May, 2009

 at Lakeshore Marine, Inc.
313457 ON 3/13/09

CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee will meet 
in Regular Session on Tuesday, March 17, 2009, 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, 55 SE 
3rd Ave, Rm 200, Okeechobee, Florida.  The public is invited and encouraged to 
attend.  A copy of the agenda will be available on our website at www.cityofokee-
chobee.com, or contact City Administration at (863) 763-3372 x 212.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that if any person desires to appeal any 
decision made by the City Council with respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting, such interested person will need a record of the proceedings, and for 
such purpose may need to ensure a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based.  City Clerk media are used for the sole purpose of back-up for the Clerk’s 
Offi ce.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Florida Statute 
286.26, persons with disabilities needing special accommodation to participate in 
this proceeding should contact Lane Gamiotea, no later than two (2) working 
days prior to the proceeding at 863-763-3372 x 214; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call TDD 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY).

By: James E. Kirk, Mayor
    Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk
312586 ON 3/13/09

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2009TD001

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that SAMMY HANCOCK the holder of the following cer-
tifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be issued thereon.  The certifi -
cate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the name(s) 
in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:      2649                     Year of Issuance:      May-30-2002

Description of Property:  WHISPERING PINES HEIGHTS LOT 12       
1-04-37-35-0020-00000-0120
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
PAULA OCHOA

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in such cer-
tifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee County Judicial Center, 
Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on 
the 16th day of April, 2009.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  In accor-
dance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accom-
modation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Administration no 
later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. 
Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working days of your receipt of 
this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE 
VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770
311630 ON 3/13,20,27;4/3/09

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2009TD002

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that ABDUL M CUMBER REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST 50 
PERCENT AND the holder of the following certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a 
tax deed to be issued thereon.  The certifi cate number and year of issuance, the de-
scription of the property, and the name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:      3487            Year of Issuance:       May-30-2002

Description of Property:  TALL PINES ESTATES LOT 22
                                      1-18-37-36-0010-00000-0220
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
ALICE GOINS
MICHAEL GOINS

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in such cer-
tifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee County Judicial Center, 
Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on 
the 16th day of April, 2009.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  In accor-
dance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accom-
modation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Administration no 
later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. 
Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working days of your receipt of 
this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE 
VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770
311631 ON 3/13,20,27;4/3/09

COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT
REQUEST FOR BIDS ON DRAINAGE DITCH AND 

CULBERT INSTALLATION WORK

SEALED BIDS, IN DUPLICATE, THAT MUST BE PLAINLY MARKED ON THEIR EXTE-
RIOR AS A “BID ON DRAINAGE DITCH AND CULBERT INSTALLATION WORK” WILL 
BE RECEIVED BY COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT AT THE OFFICE OF THE 
DISTRICT’S ACCOUNTANT, WICKS, BROWN, WILLIAMS & CO., 504 NW FIFTH 
AVENUE, OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972 (PHONE 863-763-2354) UNTIL 5:00 
P.M., LOCAL TIME, E.S.T. APRIL 14, 2009, THEN OPENED. HOWEVER, THE BIDS 
MAY NOT BE ANNOUNCED AT THE OPENING NOR WILL COPIES OF THE BIDS 
THEN BE PROVIDED TO ATTENDING BIDDERS. 

THE OWNER FOR THE WORK IS THE COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT AND 
ALL CONTRACT AND TECHNICAL INQUIRIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO MELVIN 
BYARS, C/O THE DISTRICT’S ACCOUNTANT WICKS, BROWN, WILLIAMS & CO. AT 
THE ADDRESS SHOWN ABOVE OR BY CALLING (863)634-4293.

A PERSON OR AFFILIATE WHO HAS BEEN PLACED ON THE CONVICTED VENDOR 
LIST FOLLOWING A CONVICTION FOR A PUBLIC ENTITY CRIME MAY NOT SUBMIT 
A BID ON A CONTRACT WITH A PUBLIC ENTITY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OR RE-
PAIR OF A PUBLIC BUILDING OR PUBLIC WORK, MAY NOT BE AWARDED OR PER-
FORM WORK AS A CONTRACTOR, SUPPLIER, SUBCONTRACTOR, OR 
CONSULTANT UNDER A CONTRACT WITH ANY PUBLIC ENTITY, AND MAY NOT 
TRANSACT BUSINESS WITH ANY PUBLIC ENTITY IN EXCESS OF THE THRESHOLD 
AMOUNT PROVIDED IN SECTION 287.017, FLORDA STATUTES, FOR CATEGORY 
TWO FOR A PERIOD OF 36 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF BEING PLACED ON THE 
CONVICTED VENDOR LIST. PROOF OF LIABILITY AND WORKMAN COMPENSATION 
INSURANCE MUST BE PROVIDED.

NO BIDS MAY BE WITHDRAWN FOR A PERIOD OF 60 DAYS AFTER THE SCHED-
ULED CLOSING DATE FOR THE RECEIPT OF BIDS.

BIDDERS SHOULD ANTICIPATE THAT OWNER MAY NEGOTIATE SOME OR ALL OF 
THE ASPECTS OF A BID WITH ONE OR MORE OF THE BIDDERS IN ORDER TO OB-
TAIN THE LOWEST NEGOTIATED PRICE AND MAY AWARD A CONTRACT TO ONE 
OR MORE BIDDERS.

THE OWNER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE IN-
FORMALITIES, AND TO RE-ADVERTISE.

THERE WILL BE A MANDATORY PRE BID CONFERENCE HELD AT THE DISTRICT 
SITE LOCATED AT 17429 NW 242ND STREET, OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972, ON 
TUESDAY MARCH 31, 2009 AT 9:00 A.M..
 
THE BID WILL BE FOR A ONE YEAR PERIOD, BUT THE OWNER RESERVES THE OP-
TION TO RENEW THE BIDS FOR ADDTIONAL YEARS AT THE BOARD’S DISCRE-
TION. THE BOARD’S ENGINEER WILL BE PRESENT AT THE PRE BID CONFERENCE 
TO EXPLAIN ALL DETAILS AND SPECIFATIONS ON THE PROJECT.

WILLARD M. BYARS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
17429 NW 242ND STREET
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
(863)634-4293
313529 ON 3/13,20/09

TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Technical Review Committee of the City of 
Okeechobee will meet in Regular Session on Thursday, March 19, 2009, at 
10:00 a.m., City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave, Rm 200, Okeechobee, Florida.  The public 
is invited and encouraged to attend.  A  copy of the agenda will be available on 
our website www.cityofokeechobee.com, or contact the General Services Depart-
ment (863) 763-3372 x 218.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that if any person desires to appeal any 
decision made by the Technical Review Committee with respect to any matter 
considered at this meeting, such interested person will need a record of the pro-
ceedings, and for such purpose may need to ensure a verbatim record of the pro-
ceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based.  Media are used for the sole purpose of back-up for the 
General Services Offi ce.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Florida Statute 
286.26, persons with disabilities needing special accommodation to participate in 
this proceeding should contact Lane Gamiotea, no later than two (2) working 
days prior to the proceeding at 863-763-3372 x 214; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call TDD 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY).

By: Brian Whitehall, City Administrator
    Betty Clement, General Services Coordinator
312593 ON 3/13/09

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2009TD003

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that DONALD C MOONEY the holder of the following 
certifi cate has fi led said certifi cate(s) for a tax deed to be issued thereon.  The cer-
tifi cate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
name(s) in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certifi cate No:      3444              Year of Issuance:       May-30-2002

Description of Property:  COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID 
SECTION 17; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 57 MINUTES 33 SECONDS EAST 
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID SECTION 17 A DISTANCE OF 
180.00 FEET TO A POINT LYING ON THE EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF N.E. 
64TH AVENUE; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 05 MINUTES 07 SECONDS EAST 
ALONG SAID EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE A DISTANCE OF 2,848.32 FEET TO 
A POINT; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 08 SECONDS EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 800.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUE 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 08 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 112.30 
FEET TO A POINT; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 05 MINUTES 07 SECONDS 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 100.00 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 
24 MINUTES 08 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 112.30 FEET TO A POINT; 
THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 05 MINUTES 07 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE 
100.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND COMMENCING AT THE 1/4 SEC-
TION CORNER ON THE WEST BOUNDARY LINE OF SECTION 17, TOWNSHIP 37 
SOUTH, RANGE 36 EAST, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, RUN THENCE SOUTH 
89 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 08 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE 1/4 SECTION LINE 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 180.00 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 04 MIN-
UTES 22 SECONDS EAST PARALLEL WITH THE WEST BOUNDARY LINE OF THE 
NORTH 1/2 OF SAID SECTION 17 FOR A DISTANCE OF 102.00 FEET; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 08 SECONDS EAST PARALLEL WITH THE 
SOUTH BOUNDARY LINE OF THE NORTH 1/2 OF SAID SECTION 17 FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 800.00 FEET FOR THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUE 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 08 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 
112.30 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES 04 MINUTES 22 SECONDS 
WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 100.00 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 24 
MINUTES 08 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 112.30 FEET; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 00 DEGREES 04 MINUTES 22 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 
100.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING LYING IN AND COMPRISING A PART 
OF THE NORTH 1/2 OF SECTION 17, TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 36 EAST, 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, ALSO KNOW AS LOT 141-D, FOUR SEASONS 
ESTATES, AN UNRECORDED SUBDIVISION 1-17-37-36-0A00-00003-140D
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name(s) in which assessed:
MICHAEL GRANT

Unless said certifi cate shall be redeemed according to law, the property in such cer-
tifi cate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee County Judicial Center, 
Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, Florida at 10:00 A.M., on 
the 16th day of April, 2009.

SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Robin R. Parrish

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990;  In accor-
dance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accom-
modation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Administration no 
later than seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country Club Drive, Port St. 
Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working days of your receipt of 
this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPARIED CALL 1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE 
VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770
311632 ON 3/13,20,27;4/3/09

Automobiles
40004000
Automobiles 4005
Autos Wanted 4010
Classic Cars 4015
Commercial Trucks 4020
Construction 
Equipment 4025
Foreign Cars 4030
Four Wheel Drive 4035
Heavy Duty Trucks 4040
Parts - Repairs 4045
Pickup Trucks 4050
Sport Utility 4055
Tractor Trailers 4060
Utility Trailers 4065
Vans 4070

Automobiles 4005

CHEVROLET CAVALIER  1996 
- good condition  $900/or 
best offer. (863)634-6843 

TOYOTA  SCION XB  2005 - 4-
cyl, air bags, 1 owner, p/w, 
a/c, auto. CD, p/l, tinted 
windows 30MPG  $10000. 
(863)983-5357 

TOYOTA COROLLA - 2001 
Grey, 47000 miles. Auto,tilt, 
cruise. Excell cond. $4,950 
(812)989-3022

TWO STOCK CARS - One 
1979 Malibu and one 1979 
Z28 Camaro $2400 for both 
or will separate. 
(772)323-7096

USED CUSTOM RIMS - 20” 
$700 call (863)697-3524

Heavy Duty
Trucks 4040

DEISEL DODGE RAM - 1992, 
5 speed, extra tires, excellent 
condition, $3000 neg 
(863)763-5253

Public Notice 5005

Pickup Trucks 4050

CHEVY - 1951, Complete 350 
Camaro eng & trans, needs 
hooked up. Body Mint $3800 
(863)801-9136

DODGE THUNDER ROAD 
HEMI  2005 - Loaded, 1 
owner, V-8 Hemi w/chip 
Flowmaster exhaust dark 
tinted windows 20” factory 
chrome wheels SLT package  
$13400. (863)983-5357 

Public Notice 5005

Public Notices
50005000
Public Notice 5005
State Public -
Legal Notice 5500

Public Notice 5005

IN THE CIRCUIT OF THE 
19th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO.:  08-CA-669

JAMES F. BARNHILL,
     Plaintiff
vs.
TIMOTHY D. MEROLA and
 ROLANDO REYES,
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: TIMOTHY D. MEROLA AND ROLAN-
DO REYES, AND ALL OTHER WHOM 
IT MAY CONCERN

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to 
foreclose a mortgage to the following 
real property located in Okeechobee 
County, Florida:

   BEING A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN 
A PORTION OF SECTION 7, TOWN-
SHIP 37 SOUTH, RNAGE 35 EAST, 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AND BEING ALL OF LOT 10 AND A 
PORTION OF LOT 11 OF FIRST ADDI-
TION TO PLAYLAND PARK ACRES, 
AN UNRECORDED PLAT PREPRE-
PARED BY LEON H. WILLIS, COUNTY 
SURVEYORS, DATED JULY 15, 1968

has been fi led against you and your are 
required to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses, if any, to it on Shelly A. 
McKay, Esq., the Plaintiff’s attorney, 
whose address is 207 SW 2nd Ave-
nue, Okeechobee, FL 34974, within 30 
days of fi rst publication, and fi le the 
original with the clerk of this court ei-
ther before service on the Plaintiff’s at-
torney or immediately thereafter; 
otherwise a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in 
the complaint or petition.

DATED this 4th day of March, 2009.

SHARON R. ROBERTSON
As Clerk of the Court

By:  Arlene Nealis
Deputy Clerk

312707 ON 3/6,13/09

Public Notice 5005

Public Notice 5005 Public Notice 5005

Public Notice 5005

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

 IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE
 COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 2009-CP-28
Division: Probate

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
 RICHARD A. BEGIN,
     Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS OR 
DEMANDS AGAINST THE ABOVE ES-
TATE: You are hereby notifi ed that an 
Order of Summary Administration has 
been entered in the estate of RICHARD 
A. BEGIN, deceased, Case Number 
2009-CP-28, by the Circuit Court for 
Okeechobee County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 312 
North West 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 34972; that the decedent’s date 
of death was January 2, 2009; that the 
total value of the estate is 7,800.00, 
and that the names and addresses of 
those to whom it has been assigned 
by such order are:

NAME & ADDRESS
Cheryl Uhler

1110 North Meridian Street
Lebanon, IN 46052-1810

Karen Shannon
125 Falling Creek Drive
Thomasville, NC 27360

Jeffrey Begin
2927 Center Street

Okeechobee, FL 34974

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE NOTI-
FIED THAT: All creditors of the estate 
of the decedent and persons having 
claims or demands against the estate 
of the decedent other than those for 
whom provision for full payment was 
made in the Order of Summary Admin-
istration must fi le their claims with this 
court WITHIN THE TIME PERIIODS 
SET FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF 
THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DEMANDS NOT SO 
FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER APPLI-
CABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AF-
TER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of fi rst publication of this Notice 
is March 13, 2009.

Person Giving Notice: Alice Kay Begin

Attorney for Person Giving Notice:
JEFFREY A. FADLEY, P.A.
Fla. Bar No.: 035667
Attorney for Petitioner
807 South West 2nd Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 343974
Telephone: (863)763-5733
Facsimile: (863)763-6199
313306 ON 03/13,20/09
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School’s Girls 
Tennis Team continued their strong 
start with a 5-2 home victory over Se-
bastian River on Tuesday.

Senior Kari Berger defeated Kasey 
Cambelle 6-3, 6-3 to set the tone for 
Okeechobee. She served well, limited 
her unforced errors, and won some 
long rallies with Cambelle on a hot 
afternoon.

“I worked hard in the off season to 
improve. It’s all timing for me. If you 
don’t play for a long time your timing 
goes away. I just had to work harder at 
it,” she noted.

Both sets were competitive as Berg-
er led from the start. She held most 
of her serves and was able to break 
Cambelle once in each set to get the 
victory. She also unveiled a drop shot 
to win a nice point early in the second 
set. “It was a good match. She made 

some good shots that made me run. I 
think were off to a really good start this 
year. I’m really pleased. Hopefully we 
will do well in districts.”

Berger has lost just one match this 
year, (4-1).

Shaina Ragamat also is off to a 
good start this year. She defeated Alli-
son Brombach, 6-1, and 6-3 in a strong 
performance Tuesday. Ragamat said 
it was a fun match and that she tried 
to reach as many balls as she could, “I 
focused on keeping more balls in play 
today. It was hot but I tried to not to 
let the heat get to me. I’ve improved 
a lot.”

Ragamat moved up three slots in 
the depth chart this year from number 
fi ve in 2008, to number two this year. 
She actually is enjoying a better record 
this year than she did last year.

“It was a big transition for me but 
it fells good to be number two and 

winning. We are doing really well as a 
team. I thought with so many seniors 
leaving we’d have trouble this year, but 
we’re doing really well,” she added.

Ragamat said her goal is to be a dis-
trict champion this year. She improved 
her match record to (5-1) Tuesday.

In other matches Alisha Wilcox of 
Okeechobee defeated Gage Ziehmn, 
6-4, 6-2. The doubles teams of Berger 
and Katie Walker defeated Brombach 
and Katelyn Ward 8-6, while the team 
of Shaina Ragamat and Wilcox defeat-
ed Kiara Touros and Sarah Hoffman, 
8-0.

Sebastian River’s Natalie Wolff 
defeated Katie Walker 6-2, 6-3, and 
Sebastian’s Katelyn Ward defeated 
Katherine Ragamat, 6-4, 6-2 in other 
single’s matches.

Okeechobee hosted Clewiston 
on Thursday. The girls also travel to 
Sebring on Monday.

Girls tennis team defeats Sharks

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School’s Boys 
Tennis Team improved to (6-0) with 
victories over John Carroll and Sebas-
tian River in boys tennis in the past 
week.

Coach Bryan VanCamp is off to a 
fl ying start as the new coach for OHS. 
He noted the John Carroll match on 
March 4, was a real test for all of his 
kids. Okeechobee won the match 
4-3.

“Every match was very competi-
tive. I’m thrilled that we didn’t back 
down from the challenge. They boys 
have great character, and their team 
spirit was evident in the way they 
cheered for each other in doubles.”

Corey White defeated Mateo Aban-
dano 8-5 in the number one seed 
match. Zach Fowler also remained 
unbeaten with an 8-2 victory over D.J 

Osgood. Alex Nielson also won his 
match 8-5 over Dominic Chotes. John 
Carroll made it interesting by win-
ning the fourth and fi fth seed singles 
matches. Nick DeCrescenzo defeated 
Max Norman 8-1 and Santiago Abon-
doro defeated Austin Willard 8-3.

Okeechobee clinched the match in 
doubles as White and Fowler teamed 
up to defeat Abandano and Chotes 
8-1. John Carroll won the other dou-
bles match behind Osgood and De-
Crescenzo, 8-5, over Okeechobee’s 
Nielson and Norman.

March 10, the boys opened their 
district schedule with an impres-
sive victory over Sebastian River, 6-1. 
White and Fowler remained unbeat-
en in singles, and Okeechobee won 
all fi ve singles matches.

“It was nice to fi nally get a district 
game under our belt,” Coach Van-
Camp said, “We’re heading into the 
toughest and most important part of 

the season with several district match-
es in the coming weeks. Max Norman 
played very well on Tuesday. I expect 
him to play a big role in any success 
we have in district play.”

White defeated William Kreigh 6-0, 
6-2 and Fowler swept Alex Fajardo 
6-0, 6-0. Alex Nielson won in straight 
sets over Camron Ray 6-4, 6-2, and 
Max Norman defeated Jeffrey Price, 
6-3, 6-3. Kyle Lunt and Justin Hoover 
played additional singles matches and 
swept their opponents, 6-0, 6-0.

Okeechobee’s only loss came as 
Jonathan Hudoff and Chris Wegman, 
a replacement doubles squad, lost 
to Kreigh and Fajardo, 8-4. The team 
of Nielson and Norman won their 
match, 8-2, over Price and Wolff.

The boys tennis team hosted 
Clewiston on Thursday. The boy’s 
travel to Sebring on Monday and Port 
St. Lucie on Tuesday.

Boys tennis remains unbeaten

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

Soccer players honored
The Okeechobee High School Boys Varsity Soccer team (left to right) Pablo 
Caballero, Raunel Denova, Reynel Denova, Jose Santibanez, Ivan Torres, Mi-
sael Alvarado, Matt Bauer and (not pictured) Raziel Castillo and Alan Najera were 
honored for being the district runner-ups for this season.

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

Wrestling team honored
The Okeechobee High School Varsity Wrestling Team was honored along with 
Coach Jauner (far right) at the Okeechobee School Board meeting for their var-
ious accomplishments as follows: (left to right) Donald Bush, District champion 
for four consecutive years, fi rst in regionals, advanced to state competition all 
four years; Craig Cleckly, advanced to regionals; Tony Bowers, advanced to re-
gionals; Mitchell Dean, advanced to regionals; Josh Gruber, district champion, 
fourth in regionals, advanced to state competition; and Tyler Hayes, district 
champion for four consecutive years, third in regionals, advanced to state com-
petition all four years.

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

Weightlifter qualifi es
The Okeechobee High School girls weightlifter from Okeecho-
bee Freshman Campus Angelina Cardenas (left) was honored 
for her efforts qualifying for state competition from Mrs. Revels 
(center) and Mrs. Wiersma (right).

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Shaina Ragamat is off to a great 
start this year.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Shaina Ragamat has been a 
strong number two seed for 
Okeechobee this year.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Kari Berger had more weapons in her arsenal than her Sebastian 
River opponent and has slid nicely into the top seed this year.



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Forest Hill’s Dixon Llorens 
and Okeechobee’s Dustin 
Stokes traded zeros on the 
scoreboard Tuesday as the two 
pitchers battled in an impres-
sive baseball duel that Forest 
Hill won in extra innings, 2-1.

Not even a dramatic two-
out seventh inning homerun by 
Jonathan Crawford, which sent 
the game into extra innings, 
could pull out a victory for 
Okeechobee, (4-6). Forest Hill 
won for only the second time 
in eight decisions, (2-6).

Stokes, who offi cially signed 
with Indian River State College 
after the game, and Llorens 
were dominant all night. The 
only run against either in the 
fi rst six innings came as the 
result of a throwing error 
by Brahmans catcher Adam 
Tewksbury. Okeechobee was 
victimized by four errors on the 
night.

Brahmans Coach Dylan Ted-
ders said he isn’t surprised that 
every district game has been 
close so far, “This is the way I 
expect this district to be. I ex-
pect the games to be close with 
one swing of the bat — the dif-
ference between winning and 
losing.”

Okeechobee had their 
chances but couldn’t come 
through. In the eighth they had 
runners on second and third 
with nobody out. Brandon Far-
less reached on an error and 
pinch runner Kerwin Givens 
raced to third on a bunt double 
by Jake Davenport. Llorens bore 
down and struck out pinch hit-
ter Brant Harden, Drew Selvey 
and Brice Buckner, to get out of 
the jam.

“We had our chances. We 
need the big hit and we didn’t 
get it. No one is going to let 
down and give something up, 
you have to earn it,” Tedders 
noted.

Eddy DeJesus RBI double 
broke the 1-1 tie in the ninth 
against Brahman reliever Brice 
Buckner. It was Buckner’s fi rst 
appearance of the year on the 
mound following a bout with 
elbow tendonitis.

“One game doesn’t make or 
break us. We got great pitching 
tonight from Stokes. He ap-
pears to be back to form. It was 
defi nitely a disappointment 

to lose because were a better 
team than them. We have bet-
ter pitching than them and we 
have better hitting than them. 
We were on the losing end to-
night and they did a great job,” 
Tedders noted.

Okeechobee travels to 
Glades Central on Friday night 
and host St. Albans of Washing-
ton, DC on Saturday at 5 p.m.

Chinese Food To Dine In & Take Out
Specializes in Szechuan, Hunan,
Cantonese, American & Japanese

Style Cooking
6 BUFFET BARS

150 Items & Salad Bar

Receive a FREE gift on your Birthday!
Lunch: $679 Dinner: $879

Fri & Sat: Seafood Dinner $1149

3399 S. Hwy. 441 Publix Shopping Center
OKEECHOBEE, FL • (863) 357-7777

Japanese Sushi

FRI. & SAT.
SEAFOOD BUFFET:
Crablegs • Squid •
Oysters • Crab Meat
Salmon  • Mussel

Baby Clams • 
Frog Legs

BBQ Spare Ribs

‘07FORD FOCUS
ZX3 SE

2 DOOR, 5 SPEED, A/C,
#8844A

‘03FORD RANGER
XLT SUPERCAB

V6, AUTO., WHITE, 47K MILES!
#P3413

‘03FORD
F-150 XLT

V8, AUTO., TOPPER, EXTRA CLEAN,
#R3418A1

‘08FORD
FOCUS SE

SILVER, AUTO., FULL POWER
& MORE! #R3436

‘06MERCURY GRAND
MARQUIS LS

LEATHER, SILVER, 38K MILES,
#P3414

‘06JEEP
WRANGLER SE

ORANGE, LOW MILES,
CUSTOMIZE IT YOUR WAY! #R3347A

‘07NISSAN
SENTRA 2.0 S

4 CYL., AUTO., LOADED, OLIVE, CLOTH,
17K MILES, MOVIE STAR! #9016A

‘06FORD EXPEDITION
KING RANCH 4X4

COPPER METALLIC, DUAL AIR, CD,
QUAD CAP’T., 31K MILES, #P3426

5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce • 1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1 • Ft. Pierce 461-6000
CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673)

“From Our Family To Yours For Over 75 Years.”

All new vehicles priced after rebates. Payments calculated at 72 months @ 8.59% APR WAC through Ford Motor Credit. 720 or above FICO score may be required. Commercial rebate
on F-150 requires proof of business liability insurance. All prices plus tax, tag and license down. Offers valid through 3/31/09. *Based on 2008 R.L. Polk total new retail vehicle sales

registrations for the 4-county area of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties.

#1 VOLUME FORD DEALER ON THE TREASURE COAST! *

2008

Monday–Friday
8am–8pm
Saturday
9am–5pm

Se Habla Español

SHELBY
& ROUSH

MUSTANGS
IN STOCK!

CALL NOW!

A/C, Stereo, Ready to Work! #9094

$12,899

$245 per mo.

SAVE $4,506
Auto., CD, Stereo, A/C & more! #9041

$13,569

$239 per mo.

SAVE $2,936
Full Pwr., CD, Keyless, Custom Stripes, #9142

$17,799

$330 per mo.

SAVE $3,991

NEW
2009
FORD

Full Pwr., Auto., CD, Cargo Pkg., Sync & more! #9210

$20,715

$385 per mo.

ESCAPE

SAVE $2,590

NEW
2009
FORD

RANGER NEW
2009
FORD

FOCUS SEDAN NEW
2009
FORD

MUSTANG COUPE

MSRP ..............................$17,405
Dealer Discount ..................$506
Factory Rebate ................$4,000

MSRP ..............................$16,505
Dealer Discount ..................$436
Factory Rebate ................$2,000
Ford Bonus Credit Cash......$500

MSRP ..............................$23,305
Dealer Discount ..................$590
Factory Rebate ................$2,000

MSRP ..............................$21,790
Dealer Discount ................$1,261
Factory Rebate ................$2,750

FINAL PRICE

FINAL PRICE FINAL PRICE FINAL PRICE

Your Internet Representative Hank Basile at Sunrise-Ford.com

FORD CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
AS LOW AS 4.49% APR

$23,895

$14,395

$12,995

$12,995

$12,995

$11,695

$10,895

$8,995

V8, Auto., A/C, Longbed, Step Bumper, #9164

$18,890

$335 per mo.

SAVE $2,800

MSRP ..............................$21,690
Dealer Discount ..................$500
Factory Rebate ................$2,000
Commercial Rebate ............$300

FINAL PRICE

NEW
2009
FORD

Full Power, CD, Alloys & more! #9214

$24,879

$459 per mo.

EDGE

SAVE $2,531

MSRP ..............................$27,410
Dealer Discount ..................$531
Factory Rebate ................$2,000FINAL PRICE

NEW
2009
FORD

F-150

A Church of Second Chances 
Changing Hearts & Changing Lives in The 

Sundays 
Bible Study 9:30 am 
Worship 10:30 am

Wednesday
Prayer Time  6:30 pm 
Bible Study  7:00 pm

863-763-7800

701 S. Parrott Ave., • Okeechobee
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Boys lose heart breaker to Forest Hill

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Cameron Tewksbury slaps a tag on Mike Martinez of Forest 
Hill during the second inning of Tuesday’s game.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Dustin Stokes signs a letter of intent to play for Indian River State College as IRSC Coach 
O’Brien, High school principal Toni Wiersma and his parents look on.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Dustin Stokes allowed just an 
unearned run in eight innings 
on Tuesday.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Jonathan Crawford is mobbed at home plate after his game-
tying homerun Tuesday night.
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