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Woman dies after 
jumping from truck

A Virginia woman died Feb. 
23 after she reportedly jumped 
to her death from a moving ve-
hicle.

Meegan Amanda Rose, 31, 
Big Stone Gap, Va., died Monday 
around 2:45 p.m. after jumping 
from a Ford F-350 pickup truck 
on S.R. 70 E. at S.E. 87th Court, 
stated a Florida Highway Patrol 
(FHP) accident report.

The report states that Rich-
ard A. Chaney, 37, of Celina, 
Ohio, said Ms. Rose “willingly 
exited” the truck as he was 
driving the vehicle east on S.R. 
70, stated FHP Corporal Robert 
G. Leatherow’s report.

Frank Carson Weaver, 53, 
York, Pa., was also a passenger 
in the 1995 truck.

Cpl. Leatherow’s report 
does not state why Ms. Rose 
got out of the vehicle as it was 
traveling at highway speed.

Community Choir 
plans cantata 

The Okeechobee Commu-
nity Choir in its 11th year under 
the direction of Sandy Perry, 
will be rehearsing for the pre-
sentation of the Easter Cantata, 
Alpha and Omega, on Sunday 
afternoons from 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
at the First United Methodist 
Church on Second Avenue. 
The cantata will be presented 
Palm Sunday weekend, April 3, 
4, and 5. All interested singers 
who can match pitch and read 
music just a little are encour-
aged to join. Practice CDs are 
provided, as well as the music. 
Nineteen local churches were 
represented in the presentation 
of the last Cantata. Participating 
in this group is a great way to 
meet new people who share a 
similar love of singing. Come 
join in the creation of glorious 
harmonies celebrating the risen 
savior. Call 863-634-7714 if you 
have any questions.

GAL Program 
seeks volunteers

The Guardian ad Litem Pro-
gram, the voice for Florida’s 
Abused and Neglected Chil-
dren needs volunteers. Volun-
teer Guardians ad Litem give 
a voice to children who are 
victims of child abuse and are 
involved in court proceedings. 
For information, contact Pattra 
Dodd at 772-871-7225.

Briefs

12.86 feet 
Last Year: 10.13 feet

Lake Levels

Source: South Florida Water 
Management District. Depth 
given in feet above sea level

Federal grant to 
cover 75% of cost 
of law enforcement 
radio system

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) can put 
away the paper clips and duct 
tape -- they’re getting a new ra-
dio system.

OCSO Major Noel Stephen 

said Wednesday, Feb. 25, that 
the sheriff ’s offi ce will be hook-
ing up to Florida’s Statewide 
Law Enforcement Radio System 
(SLERS) and getting rid of their 
antiquated 30-year-old system at 
the sheriff ’s offi ce.

Maj. Stephen went before the 
Okeechobee County Board of 
County Commissioners Thurs-
day, Feb. 26, and, by a 4-0 vote, 
was told to go ahead with the 
project.

“We’ll still have to negotiate 
a contract with SLERS and then 
make implementation,” he said.

Since the county already 
knows how much the system 
will cost, the negotiations are 
more contractual in nature.

Okeechobee County had de-
cided to replace the old radio 
system and had narrowed their 
choices for a new system to the 
state-operated SLERS, or a Mo-
torola system.

The state system is a leased 
system by which the county will 
pay $9 per radio, per deputy. This 
means the sheriff ’s offi ce will pay 
$18 per deputy (one hand held 
radio and one mobile unit). With 

the Motorola system, the county 
would have had to purchase all 
of the radios and consoles.

The statewide system will 
cost the county just over $6 mil-
lion, but a federal grant will pick 
up about 75 percent of that cost. 
The Motorola system had a 10-
year projected cost of around $6 
million, but the company did not 
qualify for the federal grant.

With the SLERS system, the 
county will receive free upgrades, 
updates and maintenance by the 
state. Local users will also have 
the ability to talk to any state 

agency or any other law enforce-
ment agency in the state of Flor-
ida by simply switching to that 
agency’s frequency.

This is unlike other systems 
which only allow the user to talk 
as far as their tower will reach.

Besides negotiations, the 
county will also need to fi nd a 
site in the southwest portion of 
the county where they can erect 
a tower. According to Deputy 
County Administrator Jim Three-
wits the anticipated cost of the 

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

As Police Chief Denny Da-
vis and Sergeant Russ Cale ad-
mired the department’s new 
Dodge Charger patrol unit, 
motorists driving by on S.R. 70 
E. honked and yelled at them: 
“Nice car!”

The Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD) ventured 
away from the norm this year 
and will be purchasing fi ve 
2009 Dodge Chargers to use as 
patrol vehicles. For years, the 
Ford Crown Victoria has been 
used almost exclusively by law 
enforcement agencies across 
the U.S. But more agencies, 
such as the OCPD, are looking 
for ways to save money.

Both vehicles, added Chief 
Davis, have the same police 
package.

Although Sgt. Cale has only 
used one tank of gas so far, he 
calculated his mileage at 13 to 
14 miles per gallon (mpg). He 
said the Crown Victoria’s mile-
age was 9 to 10 mpg. Accord-
ing to the City of Okeechobee, 
as of December 2008, they are 
paying $1.44 per gallon. This 

would then translate --fi guring 
10 mpg vs. 14 mpg -- to a sav-
ings of roughly $5.76 per tank 
to the department.

According to their respective 
web sites, both vehicles have a 
19 gallon gas tank. According 
to police package specifi ca-
tions, the Charger is rated at 17 
mpg in the city and 24 mpg on 
the highway.

The new and sporty look-
ing Charger, with its 120-inch 
wheel base, also has more in-
terior space than the Ford. The 
Crown Victoria’s wheelbase is 
listed at 114.6 inches.

“And that’s important for 
these guys. They sit in them 12 
to 14 hours a day,” said Chief 
Davis. But, according to Sgt. 
Cale, the biggest advantage of 
the Dodge over the Ford can’t 
be seen.

“The biggest difference is the 
braking,” he said. “The brakes 
are 10 times better. They had to 
put 18-inch tires on to cover the 
brakes (because of their size).”

Chief Davis said the city pur-
chased the Chargers on state 
contract from Maroone Dodge 
in Miami at a lease price of 
$21,130. The Crown Victoria 
priced by the city would have 
cost $20,679.

Another plus for the Dodge 
is its power plant. The 3.5 liter 
V-6 in the Charger delivers the 
same amount of horsepower 
(250) as the 4.6 liter V-8 in the 
Crown Vic.

The OCPD chief said they 
also chose the Dodge because 
it’s a rear-wheel drive vehicle, 
which is the same as the Ford. 
Other police vehicles, he said, 
are front-wheel drive.

“They (Dodge) put together 
a good police package,” he 
said.

Sgt. Cale fi rst got behind the 
wheel of the Dodge Charger 
during a police conference in 
Daytona Beach where all the 
manufacturers bring their ve-
hicles -- cars and sports utility 
vehicles -- for cops to test drive 
and evaluate. And after using it 
on the streets of Okeechobee 
he’s more than pleased with 
the car. “The car handles and 
drives better,” he said. “It has a 
good ride and it’s solid.”

Chief Davis indicated that 
his department will be getting 
the other four Chargers later 
this year.

He said the city bought a to-
tal of 22 new vehicles this year, 
including the fi ve new Char-
gers.

Perez will return to 
‘Pumpkin Patch’

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Even though Alajandro Perez 
bills himself as Houdini, he ap-
parently has a way to go before 
he reaches that stature because 
he is once again behind bars.

Perez, 45, escaped from the 
Okeechobee County Jail around 
2:21 p.m. on Feb. 6 and was 
recaptured Tuesday, Feb. 24, 
by the United States Marshal’s 
Service — Florida Regional Fu-
gitive Task Force. He was taken 

into custody on an Okeecho-
bee County arrest warrant that 
charged him 
with escape 
as soon as he 
crawled out 
the bathroom 
window of a 
home in rural 
Palm Beach 
County.

After Perez 
was taken into 
custody Tues-
day he reportedly was found 
to be in possession of 2 grams 
of suspected cocaine, and was 

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee County 
School Board met in the board-
room on Tuesday, Feb. 24, with 
all of the administration, both 
principals and assistant princi-
pals, to discuss revisions to the 
Student Code of Student Con-
duct.

While the Code of Student 
Conduct was revised in July, 
2008 by a committee made up 
of various levels of school em-
ployees from administration 
to teachers, local law enforce-
ment, and strategically chosen 
community members who 
have experience with children 
in the community, the board 

has already had an incident 
where they were compelled to 
go against their own policy and 
not uphold an expulsion.

Because of this, they chose 
to hold a workshop to go over 
the code once again with all of 
the administration present to 
get their feedback on each in-
fraction and consequence.

The group fi rst went through 
the language in the code and 
made a few changes. This in-
cluded making the steps to fol-
low if they accidentally obtain 
possession of alcohol, drugs, 
tobacco or over-the-counter 
medications stand out more in 
the code and draw more atten-

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

Saturday, Feb. 28, and Sun-
day, March 1, the Third Annual 
Okeechobee Mainstreet Top of 
the Lake Art Fest will not only 
provide some pleasant sights 
with all of the beautiful and 
creative artwork, but will fi ll the 
Flagler Park with music as well.

This event will take place in 
beautiful downtown Okeecho-
bee, Flagler Park #3 and #4. 
This event will be open to the 
pubic from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
on Saturday, and from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. on Sunday and is 
FREE to the public.

There will be both adult and 
student artists as well as profes-
sional artists in this juried fi ne 
arts show.

The public is invited to 
join in the fun for a relaxing 
weekend featuring artists from 
Okeechobee as well as national 
artists who will be showing and 
selling their award winning art. 

In addition to the artwork, 
this year’s fest will feature a 
wide range of entertainment 
which was coordinated by 
OKMS volunteer Kathleen Shat-
to. The headliner will be South 
Florida’s premier contempo-
rary musician and entertainer 
Billy Bones. He will perform on 
Sunday at 1 p.m. at the gazebo 
in park #4. 

Billy Bones showcases his 
superb abilities as a vocalist 
and on the saxophones, fl ute, 
harmonicas and percussives. 
He has performed at the larg-

est South Florida events such 
as West Palm Beach’s Sunfest, 
Delray Beach’s Garlic Fest, Or-
lando’s Disney World, Artigras 
and others. He is also a regular 
in Miami’s South Beach.

Bring your own lawn chairs 
and enjoy the entertainment!

Saturday will feature a va-
riety of performers including  
Leslie’s Dance Studio Dancers, 
Carl Adams, a nationally rec-
ognized fl utist, the Sounds of 
Sebring Barbershop Quartet.

For more information about  
the festival or about performers 
and times, go to the website 
www.mainstreetokeechobee.
com, or call OKMS at 863-357-
MAIN and Bridgette Waldau at 
863-467-7300.

Art fest is this weekend

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee Mainstreet President Maureen Burroughs (left) 
spoke at the Okeechobee Rotary Club on Tuesday, Feb. 24, 
where the President Elect Mike Costopoulos (right) and other 
Rotarians learned about this weekend’s Top of the Lake Art 
Fest in Flagler Park.

School board
revises student
code of conduct

Escaped
prisoner
captured

Road patrol: OCPD has new cars

Okeechobee News/Eric Kopp
Okeechobee Chief of Police Denny Davis (left) Thursday, Feb. 26, hands the keys to the 
department’s new 2009 Dodge Charger patrol car to Sergeant Russ Cale (right). The 
Okeechobee City Police Department has purchased fi ve new Chargers to replace that 
same number of Ford Crown Victorias as patrol units. While the two makes of automo-
biles are very similar, the Charger gets more miles to the gallon of gasoline which will 
mean big savings to both the department and the City of Okeechobee.

Chargers get attention

County OKs new radio system

See Radio — Page 7

See Prisoner — Page 7

See Code — Page 7

Alajandro
Perez



BEEPER DEPOT of Okeechobee 
Authorized Dealer

405 S. Parrott Ave. Okeechobee • 863-763-2056

Store Hours
Mon-Fri. 10am -6pm
Sat. 10am-4pm
CLOSED SUN

Phone not actual size and selection may vary by store. Certain restrictions apply. Visit www.metroPCS store for information on specific terms and conditions of service, local coverage area, handset capabilities and any restrictions.
Nationwide long distance available only in continental U.S. and Puerto Rico. Rates, services and features subject to change. Taxes and fees not included. Other available or new activations only. Limited time offer. While supplies last.
Offer only valid when you purchase  Kyocera MeloTM. $49 price is after $30 instant rebate. 

‘03FORD
MUSTANG GT

DARK BLUE, AUTO., 68,500 MILES, CD,
ALL POWER, HARD TO FIND! #81147A

‘03FORD RANGER
XLT SUPERCAB

V6, AUTO., WHITE, 47K MILES!
#P3413

‘00CHEVY 3500 LS
CREW CAB 4X2

V8, GAS, 75,600 MILES, WHITE,
EXTRA CLEAN, #81188A

‘08FORD
FOCUS SE

SILVER, AUTO., FULL POWER
& MORE! #R3436

‘06MERCURY GRAND
MARQUIS LS

LEATHER, SILVER, 38K MILES,
#P3414

‘06JEEP
WRANGLER SE

ORANGE, LOW MILES,
CUSTOMIZE IT YOUR WAY! #R3347A

‘08HONDA
CIVIC EX

MOONROOF, NAVIGATION, ALL POWER,
AUTO., #9042A

‘06FORD EXPEDITION
KING RANCH 4X4

COPPER METALLIC, DUAL AIR, CD,
QUAD CAP’T., 31K MILES, #P3426

5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce • 1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1 • Ft. Pierce 461-6000
CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673)

“From Our Family To Yours For Over 75 Years.”

All new vehicles priced after rebates. Payments calculated at 72 months @ 8.59% APR WAC through Ford Motor Credit. 720 or above FICO score may be required.
Commercial rebate on F-150 requires proof of business liability insurance. All prices plus tax, tag and license down. *Based on 2008 R.L. Polk total new retail vehicle

sales registrations for the 4-county area of Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties.

#1 VOLUME FORD DEALER ON THE TREASURE COAST! *

2008

Monday–Friday
8am–8pm
Saturday
9am–5pm

Se Habla Español

SHELBY
& ROUSH

MUSTANGS
IN STOCK!

CALL NOW!

Auto., CD, Stereo, A/C & more! #9041

$13,569

$239 per mo.

SAVE $2,936
Pwr. Win./Locks, A/C, Speed, Tilt, CD, Auto., #9016

$15,579

$289 per mo.

SAVE $4,156
Full Pwr., CD, Keyless, Custom Stripes, #9142

$17,799

$330 per mo.

SAVE $3,991

Power Pkg., Trailer Tow, V8, Auto. & more! #9244

$26,599

$489 per mo.

SAVE $4,611

NEW
2009
FORD

Full Pwr., Auto., CD, Cargo Pkg., Sync & more! #9210

$20,715

$385 per mo.

ESCAPE

SAVE $2,590

NEW
2009
FORD

Full Power, CD, Alloys & more! #9214

$24,879

$459 per mo.

EDGE

SAVE $2,531

NEW
2009
FORD

FOCUS SEDAN NEW
2009
FORD

FUSION SEDAN NEW
2009
FORD

MUSTANG COUPE

NEW
2009
FORD

F-150 CREW

MSRP ..............................$16,505
Dealer Discount ..................$436
Factory Rebate ................$2,000
Ford Bonus Credit Cash......$500

MSRP ..............................$31,210
Dealer Discount ................$1,311
Factory Rebate ................$3,000
Commercial Buyers Incentive
............................................$300

MSRP ..............................$19,735
Dealer Discount ..................$436
Factory Rebate ................$3,500

MSRP ..............................$23,305
Dealer Discount ..................$590
Factory Rebate ................$2,000

MSRP ..............................$21,790
Dealer Discount ................$1,261
Factory Rebate ................$2,750

MSRP ..............................$27,410
Dealer Discount ..................$531
Factory Rebate ................$2,000FINAL PRICE

FINAL PRICE FINAL PRICE FINAL PRICE

FINAL PRICE FINAL PRICE

Your Internet Representative Hank Basile at Sunrise-Ford.com

FORD CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
AS LOW AS 4.49% APR

$23,895

$17,995

$12,995

$12,995

$12,995

$10,995

$10,895

$9,995
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Norman and 
Winifred 
Hamner

Winifred and Norman Ham-

ner, Sr. of Okeechobee will cel-

ebrate their 50th Wedding Anni-

versary on March 1, 2009.

They were married on March 

1, 1959 in White City, Fla.

Their children are: George A. 

Hamner of Okeechobee; Nor-

man J. Hamner Jr. of Williston, 

Fla.; and Charlene B. Hamner of 

Okeechobee.

They have eight grandchildren 

and six great grandchildren.

A celebration barbecue in their 

honor will be held on March 1, 

2009 at 2 p.m. at their home.

Anniversary

Submitted photo
Norman and Winifred Hamner.

A poor choice of words was 
used in an article with the head-
line “Rooney asks for return to 
values” appearing on the front 
page of the Sunday, Feb. 22, is-
sue of the Okeechobee News. 
The fi rst sentence stated: “The 
poor economy and bashing the 
Democratic Party were the topics 
of the day...” The word “bashing” 
made it appear that Mr. Rooney’s 
remarks contained contention 

and rancor. That was not the case 
at all. While the congressman 
did talk at length about the differ-
ences between the Democrat and 
Republican economic incentive 
packages, he was very respectful 
and polite in his remarks. There 
was no rancor. We apologize for 
any misunderstanding or offense 
caused by this poor choice of 
words.

Clarifi cation
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Winner
A drawing was held for a emergency weather radio, at 
the Speckled Perch Festival in Flagler Park. Gary Ritter 
presents winner DeDe Platt with her prize.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 80. East southeast wind 
between 5 and 10 mph. 

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 54. East south-
east wind around 5 mph becom-
ing calm. 

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with 

a high near 84. Calm wind be-
coming south between 5 and 10 
mph. 

Saturday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 59. Southwest 
wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Weather

The Florida Lottery: Numbers 

selected Wednesday in the Florida 

Lotto are: Cash 3: 2-8-4; Play 4: 

8-3-3-2; Fantasy 5: 3-4-11-16-32; 

Lotto: 11-19-43-44-47-53; Pow-

erball: 17-32-42-49-56, PB 11 x4. 

Numbers selected Thursday are: 

Cash 3: 4-4-5; Play 4: 5-8-3-0.

Lotteries



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A couple were arrested late 
last week and charged with trying 
to take $300 worth of items from 
a local department store.

Diego Hernandez, 18, Immoka-
lee, was arrested Saturday, Feb. 
21, on a charge of grand theft. He 
was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail under a bond of 
$5,000.

Also arrested was Carmela 
Ramirez, 17, also of Immokalee. 
She was charged with grand theft, 
and after being booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail she was 
transported to the Department of 
Juvenile Justice Detention Center 
in Fort Pierce.

An arrest report by Offi cer 
Chad Troutman of the Okeecho-
bee City Police Department 
(OCPD) states that Hernandez 
and Ramirez were seen on video 
cameras walking about Walmart 
and taking items off shelves and 
opening packages.

The couple would take turns 
placing items into a diaper bag 
and inside a child carrier, said the 
report.

Offi cer Troutman stated Ramir-
ez had her two young children 
with her during their time in the 
store on South Parrott Avenue.

Hernandez, continued the 
report, was seen placing stolen 
merchandise inside the carrier 
then covering the items with a 
stolen blanket.

Items found or damaged in-
clude: a child’s blanket, digital 
camera, hot wings, mechanical 
pencil, avocados, ribs, a roast, ce-
real and infant shoes.

Offi cer Troutman said the 
items were valued at $300.28.

The couple was arrested by 
the offi cer as they were walking 
out of the store with the items.

According to the offi cer’s re-
port, Ramirez was also reported 

to be a runaway out of Immoka-
lee.

Besides their arrest, Hernan-
dez and Ramirez were also tres-
passed from the store.

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man was 
charged with tampering with evi-
dence after he reportedly failed in 
an attempt to fl ush a bag contain-
ing suspected marijuana down a 
motel room toilet.

Ryan Anthony Egan, 19, S.E. 
21st Court, was arrested Wednes-
day, Feb. 25, on a felony charge of 
tampering with evidence. He was 
also arrested on a misdemeanor 
charge of possession of marijua-
na under 20 grams.

Egan was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail under a 
bond of $5,500.

An arrest report by a detective 
with the Okeechobee Narcotics 
Task Force indicates that Egan 
had rented a motel room and 
when the task force arrived at the 
motel there were two women in 

the room with Egan.
The report states that task 

force detectives placed the mo-
tel on U.S. 
441 S.E. under 
s u r v e i l l a n c e 
and saw Egan 
and the two 
women leave 
the room. The 
trio returned 
a short time 
later.

When the 
task force en-
tered the room, Egan was just 
walking out of the bathroom. The 
detective said the toilet had just 
been fl ushed.

The detective immediately 
went to the bathroom and found 
a plastic sandwich bag contain-
ing suspected marijuana fl oating 
in the water. He then retrieved the 
bag.

The contents of the bag was 
fi eld tested and indicated a pos-
itive result for the presence of 
marijuana.

According to the arrest re-

port, the suspected marijuana 
weighed 18 grams.

Neither of the two women 
were arrested.

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A man wanted locally on a 
charge of attempted felony mur-
der has been returned to Okeecho-
bee County following his arrest on 
traffi c charges in Lake Wales.

Luis Lopez, 23, Duck Key 
Road, Frostproof, was returned 
to Okeechobee Friday, Feb. 20, to 
face additional charges of home 
invasion robbery with a fi rearm 
and shooting or throwing a deadly 
missile at or within a vehicle.

He is being held in the 
Okeechobee County Jail under 
a $15,000 bond on the deadly 
missile charge. He is being held 
without bond on the other two 
charges.

Lopez was wanted for his al-
leged connection with an Aug. 15, 
2008, shooting in Fort Drum.

According to Detective Susan 
Morrison, of the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), 
it is believed that Lopez and three 
other Hispanic men took part 
in the shooting that sent a male 

victim to a local 
hospital.

She said the 
apparent motive 
for the shooting 
was that some-
one in the home 
owed the men 
around $1,000.

D e t e c t i v e 
Morrison said 
she couldn’t dis-
cuss why the money was owed to 
the men.

Lopez was arrested Dec. 31, 
2008, by Deputy Matthew Pearce 
of the Polk County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(PCSO) after he struck a utility box 
while driving a 1984 Buick, stated 
the deputy’s arrest report. The 
report went on to say that Lopez 
fl ed the accident scene but was 
arrested a short time later.

He was arrested on misde-
meanor charges of leaving the 
scene of an accident with property 
damage, resisting a law enforce-
ment offi cer without violence and 
driving while license suspended/

revoked - knowingly.
When Deputy Pearce did a 

background check he learned that 
Lopez was wanted in Okeecho-
bee County and that arrest war-
rants had been issued.

Detective Morrison said 
Wednesday, Feb. 25, she doesn’t 
know what Polk County did about 
their charges against Lopez.

The OCSO detective said 
around 4:30 p.m. on Aug. 15, 
2008, two men burst through the 
front door of a singlewide mo-
bile home on N.E. 23rd Way and 
sprayed the inside of the home 
with rounds from semi-automatic 
weapons. As many as two other 
men were waiting outside the 
mobile home in a green Chevro-
let pickup truck, she added. The 
truck had a dark colored camper 
shell over the bed.

The two men stood in the door-
way of the home and shot into the 
kitchen area where a woman was 
sitting. She was not injured.

The woman, who was de-
scribed as being in her 40s, “hit 

the fl oor and they shot over her 
head,” said OCSO Detective Ted 
Van Deman.

A total of 10 rounds were found 
in the home.

Before the two men left the 
home they took a small safe that 
contained an undisclosed amount 
of cash.

As the men were leaving the 
scene, a 32-year-old man was 
pulling into the driveway. When 
he saw the armed men he backed 
out of the driveway and proceed-
ed along N.E. 23rd Way in reverse, 
said Detective Van Deman.

He went on to say that the man 
is a friend of a occupant of the 
mobile home.

The suspects chased the fl ee-
ing man and when they caught up 
to him they again opened fi re and 
shot the victim’s car 11 times, said 
Detective Morrison.

The car quit running and the 
man got out and fl ed from the 
paved street into some nearby 
woods. He had suffered puncture 
wounds to his left thigh and rib 

area, said the detectives. He went 
to Raulerson Hospital where he 
was treated and released.

Both OCSO detectives said 
more rounds were fi red that 
struck some nearby homes, but 
those have not been recovered.

Both detectives said they are
still trying to learn the identities
of the other men involved in the
shooting, and that none of the
weapons used have been recov-
ered.

611 West South Park St. 863-467-8100
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1 Giant Sub

2 Bags of Chips & 

2 Medium Drinks

COUPON
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Sunday Special
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Feb. 27Feb. 27th th thruthru March 5March 5thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202
THEATRE I

“SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE” 
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.

THEATRE II
“TAKEN”

Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.

THEATRE III
“HE’S JUST NOT THAT

INTO YOU”
Fri., Tues., & Thurs @ 7:00 & 9:00.
Sat., Sun. &Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15,
7:00 & 9:00. Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. PG-13

Tickets: Adults - $5.50 • Children 12 & under - $4.50
Senior Citizens - $4.50 all movies • Matinees - $4.00

MONDAY NIGHT is 
$1.00 per person @ 7:00 PM

R

PG-13

CHINESE RESTAURANT
Daily Buffets 

Lunch  $699

Monday thru Saturday 11 am - 3:30 pm

Dinner $859

Sunday thru Thursday 
Friday and Saturday Nights $1159

Crablegs, Butter Shrimp
Steak, Beer and more..

Located at:
3238 Hwy. 441 S.

(In the Winn-Dixie Plaza)

763-2673 
763-4261

WE DELIVER
(Minimum 
Order $15) MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge 
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with 
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring 
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D.    Dwayne Montie, D.O.   Mark Leach, R-PA   Sharon Barrineau, ARNP   John Minni, D.O.   

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology 
• Acne   • Psoriasis   • Eczema
• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders    
• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery
• Skin Allergies and Rashes  
• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments 
• Botox®   • Juvéderm TM

  
• Radiesse®  • Thermage® 
• Restylane®   • Perlane®  
• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair  • Moles • Brown Spots  
• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

Buy 6 donuts 
Get 6 donuts
FREE
Not valid with any other offer. EXP. 3-31-09

Kool Kids Birthday
$5 per person

Includes Kid’s Sundae, beverage,
birthday donut, hat, etc.

Homemade food is permitted

24 Donuts plus 
10 cups of coffee

$1995

OPEN 5 AM Daily
Join us 4 Breakfast

989 S. Main St. BELLE GLADE (adjacent to Wendy’s & KFC)
3547 US Hwy. 441 S., OKEECHOBEE (next to Publix)

Be a Hero in the office
church or school! Eggs, Bacon, 

Ham, Sausage,
Croissants, Bagels,
Muffins, Flavored

cream cheese 
and much more!

BEST Coffee in Town

Katie’s  
Pet Parlor

Sun Plaza
909 S. Parrott Ave. Suite I

(863) 467-7333

Grooming 

& Pet Supplies 

CCOLOUR ME CRAZY
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite G • Okeechobee

(863) 467-3031
Full Service Family Salon

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm
Sat. 9am - 5pm

$25 per
monthUnlimited 

Tanning
Lotions up to 50% off!

$500 off 1 Month Tanning
w/Coupon

Chinese Food To Dine In & Take Out
Specializes in Szechuan, Hunan,
Cantonese, American & Japanese

Style Cooking
6 BUFFET BARS

150 Items & Salad Bar

Receive a FREE gift on your Birthday!
Lunch: $679 Dinner: $879

Fri & Sat: Seafood Dinner $1149

3399 S. Hwy. 441 Publix Shopping Center
OKEECHOBEE, FL • (863) 357-7777

Japanese Sushi

FRI. & SAT.
SEAFOOD BUFFET:
Crablegs • Squid •
Oysters • Crab Meat
Salmon  • Mussel

Baby Clams • 
Frog Legs

BBQ Spare Ribs

Welcome to Okeechobee
Karen L. Buske,

Nature-Peace Yogini Radha
Sampoorna Yoga TeacherOm Shantih

(Peace)

• Feb. 1st: Started with Karma Yoga; doing acts of kindness, shopping
at the Hospice Store, Syble’s Flowers & Gifts & adopting my 1st cat, 
Patches, at the Speckled Perch Festival. 

• Feb. 10th: Joined Okeechobee Main Street.  I am part of the Top 
of the Lake Art Fest.  Join us for 2 days of Art & Entertainment 
Saturday, Feb. 28th & Sunday, March 1st in Flagler Park. 

• Feb 20th: Attended the Okeechobee Business Women’s Referral 
Networking Group lunch at the Brahma Bull Restaurant.  Join us 
every 3rd Friday at 11:30 am. 

• These provide proceeds for the Mind, Body & Spirit.

Let Us Join All Our Hands Together & Support Okeechobee
To Serve, Love, Give, Purify, Meditate, Realize

Light a Candle to Give to Your 1st Class of Om Shantih
Thanks to Shri Yogi Hari for his divine teachings from India.
Special Thanks for finding Syble’s Flowers & Gifts Soy Candles &
My Main Street Friend, Maureen.  Thanks to Nancy at Western
Furniture for my Natural Soap.  Thanks to my dear friends Rich &
wife Jeanne, with I&I Builders for making up my business cards.

Keep the People of the Village Moving at Okeechobee
863-357-4670 • www.yogihari.com
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Shooting suspect returned to Okeechobee

Luis
Lopez

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A Michigan man was arrested 
following a ver-
bal altercation 
in the Walmart 
parking lot dur-
ing which he 
allegedly threat-
ened to shoot a 
man.

John Bowers 
Logan III, 50, 
Heights Ravena 
Road, Fruitport, 

Mich, was arrested Feb. 23, on 
felony charges of impersonating 
a law enforcement offi cer and ag-
gravated assault. He was booked 
into the Okeechobee County Jail 
under a bond of $7,000.

Jail records indicate he has 
posted bond.

According to an arrest report 
by Offi cer P.C. Eddings, of the 
Okeechobee City Police Depart-
ment (OCPD), Logan became 
involved in an argument in the 
store’s parking lot Monday after 
the two had narrowly avoided a 
traffi c accident.

The report states Logan and 
the driver of the other vehicle, Je-
sus Santiago-Latorre, parked their 
vehicles then approached each 
other. Santiago-Latorre reported-
ly told Logan he should watch his 
driving, to which Logan report-
edly replied “I am a cop. Do you 
want to get arrested?”

Offi cer Eddings then stated 
that Logan went on to ask San-
tiago-Latorre: “Do you want me 
to put a cap in your ... .” Logan 
then lifted his shirt tail to display 
a small black automatic handgun, 
said the OCPD offi cer. As he was 

making this statement, Offi cer Ed-

dings stated that Logan tapped on 

the gun.

According to the offi cer’s re-

port, the weapon was a Bersa 

.380 caliber handgun. The maga-

zine was fully loaded with seven 

rounds, but there was no round 

in the chamber, the offi cer stated.

Offi cer Eddings went on to 

state in his report that there were 

also three small children in the 

vehicle with Santiago-Latorre, as 

well as three other adults.

Parking lot argument ends with arrest

John Bowers
Logan, III

Man accused of trying to fl ush evidence

Couple is facing 
grand theft charge

Carmela
Ramirez

Diego
Hernandez

Ryan A.
Egan



My Aunts House 
says thanks

Thank you to all who donated 
new toys, clothes and or funds 
to My Aunt’s House (The Closet) 
for our annual Christmas drive. 
Thanks to you, over 260 disad-
vantaged and foster children in 
the Okeechobee area, woke up 
Christmas morning to a beautiful 
Christmas.

Thank you. Butch’s Redneck 
Yacht Club, who have been great 
supporters of My Aunt’s House 
for several years, out did them-
selves this year with a huge check 
for $3000. Riverside Banks’ Teller 
line sponsored several children, 
the President of Riverside also 
gave MAH a sizeable check, as 
did the Riverside Bank with a 
check for $1000. Glades Electric 
sent a check for $750, Florida 
Power and Light sent gift cards 

for $250, Bass Funeral Home, 
Mary Magdeline Sunday School 
Class at United Methodist, Peace 
Lutheran School, WW Lumber 
and several other businesses sent 
checks also.

The Childrens Services Coun-
cil collected toys and clothes 
for two months for the ‘Closet,’ 
as they have for the past several 
years. Thank you all. And thank 
you Sharon Vinson for spreading 
the word.

Seacoast Bank and Bank of 
America allowed us to put a large 
decorated box in their lobby to 
collect gifts. Thank you. Also oth-
er businesses allowed the same.

Sue’s Place, on S.W. Third Ter-
race, a local beauty salon, fi lled 
their box. Thank you ladies.

We had many individuals spon-
sor a child or family. Some of our 
sponsors wanted their own chil-
dren to purchase gifts for children 

of their own age. This is a great 
way to let their children see and 
participate in Christmas ‘giving.’

The Brighton Indian Reserva-
tion were a great help to MAH. 
They sent us so many toys and 
also, so many beautiful clothes. 
Thank you. Thanks to everyone 
for making this Christmas brighter 
for so many of our less fortunate 
children in Okeechobee.

Reba Folsom, founder of MAH, 
lives in Palm Beach Gardens. She 
has many friends and neighbors 
who have been big supporters 
to My Aunt’s House for several 
years. Clothing from Palm Beach 
Gardens, is brought into the 
Closet on a monthly basis. High 
School students in Palm Beach 
Gardens have repeatedly had 
clothes drives, underwear drives 
and school supply drives. All do-
nated to My Aunt’s House.

This Christmas, and the past 

several Christmases, Palm Beach 
Gardens has been a huge support 
to our toy drive. Reba has more 
than once during the years, rented 
a U-Haul to bring clothes, shoes, 
new jeans, underwear, socks 
and furniture from her neighbor-
hood to our neighborhood. Reba 
Folsom has devoted so much of 
herself to make MAH a success. 
Thank you Reba.

My Aunt’s House provides 
clothing, shoes, linens, etc. for our 
children in need, and their fami-
lies, in Okeechobee. We are open 
fi ve days a week. Janet Berry and 
Judy Watts, volunteers, are ready 
and willing to help our children 
in need and their families. Thank 
you again, Okeechobee for you 
help at Christmas for our deserv-
ing children.

My Aunt’s House
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Foreclosure “victims”
LOANS: A big part of the current fi nancial mess is that govern-

ment agencies pressured lenders to give loans to people who could 
not repay them. Will the agencies and those responsible ever be held 
accountable? Probably not.

LAW: Unfortunately, the law protects deadbeat tenants more than 
law abiding landlords. If anyone doubts it, get hold of a landlord/ten-
ant handbook and see what you can legally do, or should I say not 
do?) You are practically forced to rent to anyone who applies even if 
you know they are a bad risk. The only way you can begin to protect 
yourself is to ask the absolute top dollar for rent and forget about 
recovering any back rent. You can’t garnishee wages when they don’t 
have any.

Cutting off the water
COST: I think they should shut the water faucet at Jaycee Park/

Lock 7 down if it is costing taxpayers. I drive by there every day and 
always see people fi lling up bucket after bucket. It’s really not fair that 
everyone else should have to pay for their water consumption. Would 
you want people stopping by your house and use your spicket to fi ll 
six fi ve gallon buckets every day?

SHUT IT OFF: The county had to pay the utility authority for that 
water and that means our taxes had to pay for it. I think they were 
right to shut it off. If it had just been used for drinking water for people 
enjoying the park, they would not have run up the bill so much. When 
they were running up bills for more than 7,000 gallons a month, that 
is not just people fi lling up a water bottle now and then.

WONDERING: I was wondering when someone was going to do 
something about that faucet. I live in the area close by and see that 
faucet in use eight out of 10 times that I drive by there a day. A few 
weeks ago I almost wrecked the car when I witnessed a man and 
woman in their RV pulled up there and the man had his hose attached 
to the faucet washing down his motor home while the woman fi lled 
several jugs she had situated in two laundry baskets. I was absolutely 
amazed. The entire area was fl ooded from the water running down 
his RV. It’s a shame for the people that used it for what it was intended 
for. I walk the dike with my dog and she loves to run down there and 
drink from it when she gets wore out! I also used it one time to wash 
off my foot after stepping in an ant pile. Looks like Ill be running to 
the lake shore the next time! 

WATER FOUNTAIN: The faucet by the road should have been shut 
off years ago. They should have a water fountain near the building for 
people who walk or run on the dike or fi sh on the pier. if there isn’t a 
fountain near the pier. There is no reason for a faucet near the road. 
The bathrooms should be in working order and the park cleaned up. 
Years ago there was a nice covered pavilion for picnics or barbecues. 
It is a shame we don’t have a more presentable and useable park near 
the lake -- the main attraction to this area. 

Something for the kids
FISHING: The schools, city gov, county gov need to start fi shing 

programs. I never seen a kid get in trouble yet with a fi shing rod in 
their hand, besides this is the fi shing capital of the U.S. Kinda makes 
sense, if you ask me.

BOXING: Mickey Rourke’s face is living proof on why not to have 
a boxing gym, boxing is like legalized dog fi ghts except humans are 
used. There’s too many contact sports where kids can get hurt the 
way it is. I’m against the senseless battering of humans. Especially 
when kids are concerned.

WATERPARK: I know a lot of teenagers who are already busy ev-
ery night of the week. I do not think the problem is there is ‘nothing 
to do.’ I think the problem is there is no transportation for those who 
cannot afford cars or are not old enough to drive. However, it would 
not hurt to have more local attractions for the whole family. None of 
the teenagers I know are interested in boxing. Now a waterpark, that 
would get their attention.

Calls by topic
SPEAK OUT: I think in your speak out column the way you cat-

egorize everything now, is like really bad. I think you need to go back 
to the way people just randomly made a speak out comment and let 
people categorize it in their own head. I think a lot of speak outs are 
being left out for that reason. I don’t know why you started doing that. 
I want to commend you on putting the poor animals in there, that’s 
a really good thing. But the way you are doing the speak out now, 
to where your’re categorizing everything, I don’t even want to read 
it anymore. Editor’s note: We still accept all comments. We haven’t 
changed our policy regarding accepting comments for publication. 
We just started grouping comments together by topic on the page, to 
better organize the column. The topic headers are also the same as 
the names of the ‘threads’ of online discussion, so it’s easy to fi nd if 
you want to add your comments to a particular discussion at www.
newszap.com.

Handicapped Parking
CAN’T TELL BY LOOKING: Just because the person’s handi-

capped isn’t immediately visible does not mean they don’t need the 
parking space. You can’t tell just by looking that a person has a heart 
condition and can’t walk long distances. A much bigger problem, in 
my opinion, is when other family members drive the car and use the 
handicapped parking even though the handicapped person is not in 
the car. That is illegal, but it is hard to catch.

ABUSE: I have been eligible for a handicap placard for quite a few 
years, my doctor insists that I should use one. I look at it this way, 
there’s a whole lot of people out there who needs it far more than 
I do. When I get to the point of having to crawl around to get into 
places I might think about it, but until then I’ll hobble and stumble my 
way in. Yes, the abuse is rampant. I’ve been known to say something 
to a few people about it from time to time especially when I feel they 
are using it to beat the system.

LIMITS: You cannot tell by looking if a person is handicapped. I 
have cardiac myopathy, which is dead heart muscle, and my heart 
function (called ejection fraction) is 17. Normal is 65. I have a handi-
cap placard. On good days, I don’t use it, but it’s there for the bad 
days. To see me getting out of the car, you’d think I was healthier than 
you -- but you cannot tell by looking. Limiting it to wheelchair patients 
or those on oxygen is ignorance.

Florida School for Boys lawsuit
BOYS SCHOOL: I just want to say that I agree with the caller 

who called in about the Boys School over there and what might have 
happened. That’s why they put these places over here in Okeecho-
bee. They fi gured out of sight, out of mind, put them out here in the 
woods. Put all of the prisons out here and all of the reform schools 
and let these people do what they want. 

More Speeding
ENFORCEMENT: I would like to ask the sheriff to please have a 

deputy or two sit on the curve at Highway 98 and 80th Street. When 
turning into Dixie Ranch you can barely make the turn before you 
are nearly run down by someone trying to pass. Big semis, smaller 
vehicles, it is the same. They are constantly trying to get around in a 
NO PASSING ZONE, and it will cause more accidents. We just had a 
fatality on this road less than a month ago, and I sure do not want the 
next few to be me or mine.

Letters to the Editor

 OPINION

Friday
Tops Take off Pounds Sensibly #669 meets at 9 a.m. at the

First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St. The public is 

invited. All persons interested in a sensible approach to losing weight 

and becoming a part of a caring group are welcome to come and see 

what we are all about. For information, contact Ollie Morgret at 800-

932-8677.

A.A. meeting from noon until 1 p.m. at the First United Methodist 

Church, 200 N.W. Second St. It will be an open meeting.

A.A. meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 200 

N.W. Third St. It will be an open speaker meeting.

Highlands Social Dance Club welcomes the public to their 

dance every Friday, from 7 until 10 p.m. at the Sebring Lions Club on 

Sebring Parkway, one mile east of U.S. 27 in Sebring. Tickets are $5 

for members and $6 for guests. For information, call 863-471-0559 or 

863-385-6671.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a weekly meeting. Overeaters 

Anonymous (OA) meets at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 

N. Parrott Avenue on Fridays, 6 until 7 p.m. (Use 4th Street entrance.) 

Overeaters Annonymous is not a diet club. There are no dues, fees 

or weigh-ins. The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop 

eating compulsively. For more information call Loretta at 863-763-

7165 or 863-697-0206.

Saturday
Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 

Okeechobee, FL 34972 (Behind Napa Auto Parts) A.A. weekend noon

Open Discussion; N.A. Sickest Of The Sick Group Step Study 7 p.m.; 

N.A. Nowhere Left To Go Group Open Discussion 8 p.m. *The Just 

for Today Club of Okeechobee is not affi liated with any 12 step fel-

lowships.

Ballroom dancing in Okeechobee, a group class in ballroom

dancing is being offered in Okeechobee at Church of Our Saviour Par-

rish Hall, 200 N.W. Third Street on Saturday afternoons at 4 p.m. The 

cost for the hour lesson is $10. Private instructions are also available. 

Come and enjoy the fun with or without a partner. For more informa-

tion call 772-794-9040.

A.A. meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at Okeechobee Presbyterian 

Church, 312 N. Parrott Ave. It will be a closed discussion. 

Community Calendar
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Our Purpose…
The Okeechobee News is published by Independent Newspapers of Florida.

Independent is owned by a unique trust that enables this newspaper to pur-

sue a mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the community. Since no

dividends are paid, the company is able to thrive on profit margins below

industry standards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in Independent’s

mission of journalistic service, commitment to the ideals of the First

Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s deliber-

ation of public issues.

Independent Newspapers, Inc.

• Joe Smyth, Chairman 

• Ed Dulin, President

• Tom Byrd, Vice President of

Newspaper Operations

• Katrina Elsken, Executive

Editor

We Pledge …
• To operate this newspaper as a 

public trust

• To help our community become a

better place to live and work, 

through our dedication to consci-

entious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens

need to make their own intelligent

decisions about public issues.

• To report the news with honesty,

accuracy, purposeful neutrality, 

fairness, objectivity, fearlessness 

and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facili-

tate community debate, not to

dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of

interest or potential conflicts to our

readers.

• To correct our errors and to give

each correction to the prominence

it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those

we write about.

• To treat people with courtesy,

respect and compassion.

For More Information See
At Your Service On Page 2
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MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out/Public Forum
Speak Out has moved online, where it is quicker and 

easier to share your ideas and converse with others. Go to 

www.newszap.com, click on the community name and your 

local or state Public Forum. There, you can create new

topics or comment on existing topics. What follows is a sam-

pling of some of the discussions currently taking place. 

Thanks for participating!

The March of Dimes has made 
a difference in the lives of many 
Okeechobee area residents, in-
cluding Jim Vensel. Mr. Vensel is 
the Director of the Okeechobee 
Substance Abuse Coalition. He 
was formerly employed at Eck-
erd Youth Alternatives, for 16 
years.  He is the president of the 
Okeechobee Kiwanis Club. He 
and his wife Sue have three chil-
dren and four granddaughters. 

A polio 
survivor’s story

As a young boy of 5 years old 
in 1949, living in Texas, 1 believed 
all was okay until one day I woke 
up feeling poorly, body hurting as 
if a train hit me.

I was taken to a military hospi-
tal and I remember vividly being 
asked to lie on an examination ta-
ble. I was requested to touch my 

head to my knees for the purpose 
of having a long needle placed 
into my spine to draw fl uid. The 
results -- “poliomyelitis,” an in-
fectious viral disease occurring 
mainly in children, attacking the 

central nervous system, causing 
paralysis, muscular atrophy and 
often death.

I was placed in a ward with 
other children experiencing the 
same. I was scared because as 
I looked around the room, I ob-
served for the fi rst time “iron 
lung” machines. I lost my mobil-
ity and had to learn how to walk 
all over again.

It was by the grace of God and 
the care of the military staff that I 
was a lucky child. Recovery rates 
were one out of thousands. I wit-
nessed several of my roommates 
pass away and others leave in 
wheelchairs and braces -- never 
to walk again.

The disease left me with sev-
eral defects that would remain for 
the rest of my natural life. If it was 
not for the March of Dimes early 
funding research for research ini-
tiated by President Franklin Del-

ano Roosevelt, I probably would 

not have been one of the lucky 

ones. 

I have been a lifelong support-

er of the March of Dimes and I 

urge the community to join in the 

march, so that funding donated 

will continue to be used for re-

search in saving our children.

God bless,

Jim Vensel
This year’s annual March of 

Dimes fundraiser, March for Ba-
bies will be held March 7, start-
ing in Flagler Park. The walk will 
cover four miles and will start at 
8:30 a.m. Registration is at 7:30 
a.m. Teams and individuals are 
encouraged participate. For more 
information go to www.march-
forbabies.org, or call Laura Mc-
Call at 863-763-3131.

March of Dimes --  making a difference

Submitted photo
Jim Vensel

Submitted photo/Sandra Pearce

Rodeo team appreciates support
A heartfelt thank you goes out to the Okeechobee County Commissioners and the Okeechobee County Cattlemen’s Association 
for their recent sponsorship of the Okeechobee High School Rodeo Team. The commissioners donated the use of the Agri-Civic 
Center on Jan. 31 and Feb. 1, where the rodeo was held. Commissioner - Cliff Betts, Commissioner - Margaret Garrard Helton, 
John Williams - Treasurer Cattleman’s, Denise Colgan - Secretary Cattleman’s, David Hazellief- Vice President Cattleman’s, Dud-
ley Kirton - President Cattleman’s, Commissioner - Noel Chandler.
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Blood drive planned
A blood drive will be held at 

Wal-Mart from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 28. All donors will 

receive a T-shirt and Beef O’ Bra-

dy’s ten wings coupon.

Masonic Lodge has 
food tent at ArtFest

The Okeechobee Masonic 
Lodge #237 will be serving food 
in Flagler Park during Artfest on 
Feb. 28-March 1. Look for our 
tent for hot dogs, hamburgers, 

pulled pork sandwiches and the 
latest special entry - Shish-ke-
bobs! Look for us from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. 

Calling all brands
The American Cancer Soci-

ety Committee is planning the 
2009 Cattlebarons’ Ball. The ball 
will be held on April 4, at Quail 
Creek Plantation. The committee 
has built a beautiful picnic table 
which will be branded and auc-
tioned at the ball. If you would 
like your brand to be included 
on the table, please join us at the 
Branding Event on Saturday, Feb. 
28, from 1-3 p.m. The location 
address is 1690 S.W. 28th Street, 
Okeechobee. For more informa-
tion, please contact Billy Dean at 
863-467-1570 or Shannon Martin 
at 863-467-2376.

Church holds third 
bi-annual quilt show

The Women’s Ministry of Buck-
head Ridge Baptist Church will 
sponsor their third bi-annual quilt 
show on Saturday, Feb. 28, from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. The show will 
be held in the fellowship hall of 
the church, 1731 Hunter Road. 
Admission is free, there will be 
refreshments and door prizes. 
For more information or to enter 
items call Wilma 863-763-2047 or 
Goldie 863-763-1049.

VFW plans benefi t 
dinner Saturday

The VFW Post 9528, 29012 E. 
SR 70, Buckhead Ridge, will hold 
a benefi t dinner to help with medi-
cal bills for Jack Law, on Saturday, 
Feb. 28 from 5 until 7 p.m. The 
menu will consist of steak and 
shrimp, french fries, onion rings 
and cole slaw with ice cream for 
dessert. All tickets are being sold 
in advance at the Post home in 
Buckhead Ridge. No ticket sales 
at the door on day of dinner. Tick-
ets are $12 per person. The public 
is invited.

Homestead exemption 
applications deadline

Applications for Homestead 
exemption—Additional Senior 
Exemption for person’s 65 years 
or older, Agriculture Classifi ca-
tion and all other exemption ap-
plications should be fi led with 
the Property Appraiser’s Offi ce 
by March 1, 2009. Agriculture 
renewal cards (green cards) are 
also due March 1. The property 
appraiser’s offi ce is located at 307 
N.W. Fifth Ave. in the Alderman 
Building. Exemption for seniors 
65 and older is subject to income 
limits. For more information con-
tact the offi ce at 863-763-4422.

FHREDI meeting 
planned March2

A public meeting of the Board 
of Directors for Florida’s Heart-
land Rural Economic Develop-
ment Initiative, Inc. and Florida’s 
Freshwater Frontier, Inc. is set for 
Monday, March 2 at 10 a.m. and 
will be held at the Bert J. Harris, 
Jr. Agri-Civic Center, 4509 George 
Boulevard, Sebring, Fla., Confer-
ence Room 2.

Benefi t Bake Sale
Seacoast National Bank will be 

hosting a bake sale on Thursday, 
March 5 and Friday, March 6 to 
benefi t the March of Dimes. The 
March of Dimes walk will be held 
in Flagler Park #4 on March 7. 
Registration begins at 7:30 and 
walk begins at 8:30 a.m. Come 
into both Seacoast branches on 
Friday and enjoy homemade 
bakes goods! All proceeds from 
the bake sale will benefi t the 
March of Dimes. For more infor-
mation, please call 863-697-6819.

Hospice to hold yard 
sale on March 5

Hospice of Okeechobee will 
host a yard sale at the Blue Vol-
unteer Building next to the Ham-
rick Home (411 S.E. Fourth St.) on 
Thursday, March 5 and Friday, 
March 6 from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
and Saturday, March 7 from 8 
a.m. until noon. All monies raised 
will go to the continuing care of 
patients in the Hamrick Home 
and patients who choose to stay 
in their own homes. For informa-
tion call 863-467-2321. 

Church holds
Homecoming/Revival

Trinity Free Will Baptist 
Church, 1840 N.E. 39th Blvd., will 
have Homecoming, March 1 be-
ginning at 10 a.m. Dinner on the 
ground will follow the service. 
March 2-7 there will be a revival 
serivces at 6 p.m. each evening. 
There will be a different speaker 
each evening.

Free memory loss 
screenings

Friday, March 6, from 11 a.m. 
until 2:30 p.m., the Alzheimer’s 
Association will sponsor free 
memory loss screenings at the 
Visiting Nurse Association, 208 
S.E. Park St., Okeechobee. Ap-
pointments are needed, please 
call Donna True at 1-800-861-
7826, ext. 1. Screenings are for 
anyone, any age who are con-
cerned about memory loss. 
Screenings are conducted by staff 
from St. Mary’s Memory Disorder 
Center. Immediate results.

Attend Astronomy Day 
— and night at IRSC

The public is invited to attend 
the FREE Astronomy Day — and 
Night! open house, sponsored by 
Indian River State College and the 
Treasure Coast Astronomical So-
ciety (TCAS), on Saturday, March 
7, from 2 to 9 p.m. in and around 
the Hallstrom Planetarium locat-
ed at 3209 Virginia Avenue on the 
IRSC Main Campus in Ft. Pierce. 
There will be telescopes, guest 
speakers, handouts, mini-plane-
tarium shows, activities for kids, 
plus guided views of the moon, 
planets, and stars (weather per-
mitting). For more information, 
contact the IRSC Call Center at 
1-866-792-4772.

AYCE pancake 
breakfast planned

The Buckhead Ridge Fire De-
partment will hold an All You Can 
Eat pancake breakfast on Sat-
urday, March 7, from 8 until 11 
a.m. Breakfast will include, pan-
cakes, sausage, OJ, coffee, and 
ice tea for a $4 donation.

IRSC to host annual 
Classic Car Show

IRSC River Classic Custom 
Car Show Sunday, March 8, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the IRSC Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce. Admis-
sion, FREE. Juried competition, 
$25, Sound challenge, $25. Park-
n-Shine entry, $15. Juried com-
petition for 31 categories of cus-
tom and classic cars and trucks. 
Participants may register from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Judging starts at 10 
a.m.; trophies awarded at 4 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.
irsc.edu or call 1-866-792-4772.

Community Events

Obituaries should be submit-
ted to the Okeechobee News by
e-mailing obits@newszap.com. 
Customers may also request 
photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is 
available at www.newszap.com.

Anne Marie Wheeler, 44
OKEECHOBEE — Anne Marie 

Wheeler, died Thursday, Feb. 26, 
2009, in her home. She was 44.  

Born May 5, 1964 in Flint, Mich., 
she had been a resident of Okeecho-
bee since October 2008.

She is survived by her husband of 
25 years,  Ervin Wheeler of Okee-
chobee; sons, Bryan K. Wheeler of 
Fayetteville, N.C., and Brett Wheeler 
of Miami; daughters, Holly Domin-
guez of Brunswick, Ga., Heather 
Fecca (David) of Okeechobee, and 
Hiede Alseed (Mohammed) of Saudi 
Arabia; stepdaughter, Elaine Picker-
ing of Okeechobee; brothers, Virgil 
Hall of West Palm Beach, and Nor-
man Hall of Cross City; and six 
grandchildren.

A Memorial service will be 9 a.m. 
Sunday, March 1, 2009 in the Buxton 
Funeral Home Chapel, 110 N.E. 5th 
Street, Okeechobee.

All arrangements are under the di-
rection and care of the Buxton Fu-
neral Home and Crematory, 110 
N.E. 5th Street, Okeechobee.

Gaila Fisher, 51
OKEECHOBEE — Gaila Fisher, age 

51, lifetime resident of Okeechobee 
died Feb. 25, 2009, at Raulerson 
Hospital.

Born July 11, 1957, to Owen and 
Bessie Caldwell she was a home-
maker. She enjoyed fi shing.

She is survived by her husband, 
Donald Fisher of Okeechobee; sister, 
Della Thompson (Charles) of Bran-
ford; brother, John Caldwell of Lake 
Placid; stepson, Donald Fisher Jr. of 
Vero Beach; niece, Brenda Merritt of 
Okeechobee; and nephew, Steve 
Caldwell of Lorida.

A memorial service will be 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 28, at Lock 7.

Friends may sign the guestbook at 
www.bassokeechobeefh.com.

All arrangements are entrusted to 
the loving care of Bass Okeechobee 
Funeral Home and Crematory, 205 
NE 2nd ST, Okeechobee, FL 34972.

Imagene Oliver, 67
OKEECHOBEE — Imagene Oliver, 

age 67, of Okeechobee, died Satur-
day, Feb. 21, 
2009, in Colum-
bia Hospital.

Born June 21, 
1941, in Yerkers, 
Ky., she had been 
a resident of 
Okeechobee for 
the past 38 years 
and was of the Baptist Faith.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Adam Oliver; sons, Wayne 
ad Timothy Oliver; and daughter, 
and Wanda Faye Garcia.

She is survived by her sons, Jesse 
Oliver (Kayla) of Okeechobee, and 
Adam Oliver of Okeechobee; daugh-
ters, Helen Oliver (Alberto) Channel-
view, Texas, Rosetta Siers (Elisha) of 
Corinth, Miss., Peggy Longoria (Artu-
ro) of Okeechobee,  and Andrea 
Garcia (Jesus) of Okeechobee; 
brothers, Dave Baker of Mississippi, 
and Willie Baker (Stella) of Cincin-
nati; and sister, Alta Couch (Carlos) 
of Hazard, Ky.

The family will received friends  
Thursday, Feb. 26, in the Buxton Fu-
neral Home Chapel, 110 NE 5th 
Street, Okeechobee. Interment fol-
lowed in Evergreen Cemetery.

Jadavben M. Patel, 74
ENGLAND — Jadavben M. Patel, 

of England, passed away  Wednes-
day, Feb. 25, 2009, in Lawnwood 
Medical Center. She was 74.

Born Nov. 20, 1934, in Kholvod, In-
dia, to Nathubhai and Divaliben Pat-
el.

She is survived by her sons, Ashok 
M. (Pratibha) Patel of Okeechobee, 
and Hitendra M. (Nila) Patel of Sale, 
Cheshire, England; daughter, Chan-
drika  (Hasmukhlal) Patel of West 
Bromwich, England; one sister of In-
dia; and eight grandchildren.

The family will receive friends from 
5-7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 27 and services 
will be 10 a.m. Saturday in the Bux-
ton Funeral Home Chapel, Okeecho-
bee, with Priest Ramesh Bhai 
offi ciating.

Johnny Benny Colton, 57
FORT PIERCE — Johnny Benny 

Colton, age 57, was 
born on June 6, 
1951, in Fort 
Pierce, to the late 
Tweety Colton 
and Beatrice Gil-
chrest.

Johnny com-
pleted his primary 
education in the 
public schools of 
Fort Pierce, and 
in the year of 
1968, he moved to Okeechobee, and 
began working in the construction 
business.

Later, Johnny accepted Christ as 
his personal Savior and at the time 
of his death, he was a member of 
First Missionary Baptist Church of 
Dean’s Court, under the leadership 
of the Reverend Leroy Smith. 

Johnny had a smile that would 
brighten your darkest day and 
enough love and kindness to go 
around anyone he ever knew, even 
to those he did not know. He will 
certainly be missed by all who knew 
him and loved him.

Finally, in the early morning hour 
on Feb. 19, 2009, he heard his Fa-
ther call his name saying, “Johnny, 
my child, lay down your cross and 
sword, my good and faithful servant; 
you’ve fought a good fi ght, you kept 
the faith, and the victory has been 
WON - come on home and take 
your REST.” 

Johnny was preceded in death by 
his parents, Tweety Colton and Bea-
trice Gilchrest.

Left to celebrate his “HOME-GO-
ING” and to cherish his loving spirit; 
is his loving companion of 16 years, 
Minnie Stallworth of Okeechobee; 
son, Scottie Montgomery of West 
Palm Beach; daughter, Laura (Ron) 
Bell of Lakeland; sister, Joann “Tina-
Momma” (Robert) Thomas of Okee-
chobee; aunt, Diane Gilchrest of 
Okeechobee; grandchildren, Brittany 
and Brandee Graves of Lakeland, 
Brinea McPherson of West Palm 
Beach, and Scottianna Montgomery 
of Sebring; stepchildren, Aretha 
(Greg) Thomas, Catrela Stallworth 
and James Stallworth Jr. all of Okee-
chobee; step-grandchildren, Gregory 
Thomas Jr., Amber Thomas, Nicolas 
Thomas, Yonteria Stallworth, Ryan 
Thomas and Chad Thomas, all of 
Okeechobee; and godchildren, 
D’Anthony Lewis and Ahmadrick 
Thomas, both of Okeechobee. In ad-
dition, he is survived by a host of 
other relatives, in-laws and many 
friends.

Viewing will be Saturday, Feb. 28,  
at First Missionary Baptist Church, 
located at 906 NW 9th Avenue, 
Okeechobee from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Funeral services will be 1 p.m. also 
on Saturday at First Missionary Bap-
tist Church with the Pastor, Rev. Le-
roy Smith offi ciating.  

All arrangements are under the di-
rection and care of the Buxton Fu-
neral Home and Crematory, 110 NE 
5th Street, Okeechobee.

Implantology is not a recognized specialty by the American Dental Association and Florida Board of Dentistry. New treatment program only. The patient and any other person responsible

for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of respond-

ing to the advertisement for the free, discounted or reduced fee, service, examination or treatment. Any offer of monthly payment is based on credit and financing approval.

6390 W. Indiantown Road • Jupiter
Chasewood Plaza near RJ Gators

AFFORDABLE DENTAL IMPLANTS

888-FL-IMPLANT

• We surgically insert and restore Implants in the same office!

• Enjoy the relaxing benefit of conscious oral sedation...As 

easy as taking a pill.

• 100% financing available at 0% interest

• Stabilize loose dentures or partials, replace missing teeth!

For Free Implant Report Dial (888) 692-1325 or www.freeimplantreport.com

EXPERIENCE - Dentists have over 130 years combined dental experience in 

Palm Beach County. With over 13,000 crowns/implants insertions.

EQUIPMENT - Digital X-Rays, 90% less radiation.

IMPLANT SYSTEMS - Biohorizon, Lifecore, Biolock - All made in the USA.

EDUCATION - Dr. Wade Harrouff is a graduate of Misch Institute, University

of Tennessee, University of Pittsburgh and Graduate of Implant Program at

Atlantic Dental Research Clinic. Also, trained in France and Germany.

WARRANTY - Lifetime warranty from manufacturer of implants.

T.A.
Aliapoulios,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN1847

Wade B.
Harrouff,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN10761

Jonothan
M. Royal,
D.M.D.
Lic. #DN12061

Salvotore
V. Melita,
D.D.S.
Lic. #DN8575

APPEARANCE IMPLANT &
LASER

Implants
Starting At
$499
Free Full Mouth 
X-ray, and Exam

New Patients Only!
D6010, D0150, D9310

D330

PERFORMING LIVE 
TOMORROW’S NEWS & THE WILSON FAMILY (GA)
Bluegrass Music Gospel Music

February 28, 2009 • 7p.m. 
Okeeechobee Shrine Club

Hwy 78 West 
$10 per person
12 years old and under free

OPEN
TO
THE

PUBLIC

Full Concession

For additional information contact Keith or Darlene Bass at 863-634-5815 or 863-763-1443
www.myspace.com/tomorrowsnews07 • kdmbass@yahoo.com

*At no additional cost beyond your health plan premium. You must be a
Medicare-eligible member of a participating health plan. SilverSneakers® is a
registered mark of Healthways, Inc. ©2009 Curves International, Inc. 

Work out for FREE*
with SilverSneakers.

If your Medicare health plan offers the SilverSneakers® 
Fitness Program, you could be at Curves for FREE

CALL OR STOP BY TODAY

TO LEARN MORE

3254 Hwy. 441 S., Okeechobee 
(863)357-3850

Available 24/7
at

http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1

EEvveerryyoonnee  iiss  IInnvviitteedd  
Sunday School

Grand Opening 
March 1st

Faithleap Ministries 
Prizes & Games

Refreshments 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service 10:30 a.m.
~~~~~Classes for Everyone~~~~~ 

Fully
Rely on
God

His House Fellowship 

Church of the Nazarene 
425 SW 28th Street (Wolff Rd.), Okeechobee 

863-763-3519
Pastor Lois Moranville
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

As clients inside heard speech-
es about inspiration, an employee 
honored as the EYDC employee 
of the year, admitted he had got-
ten his inspiration already.

Sam Davison accepted the 
award of employee of the year 
at EYDC last week during their 

annual Black History Month lun-
cheon.

“I don’t like it, I love it here,” 
he said. “I had a chance to work 
here in 1988. I left for Germany 
for three years, but my fi rst choice 
when I came back was to come 
here and work again. I’ve been 
laughing every Friday.”

Mr. Davison said he has 

worked at EYDC for 18 years in 
a number of jobs. He said that 
probably helped his cause as he 
has worked with almost every 
member of the staff at one time 
or another.

“It was a genuine choice. Ev-
erybody congratulated me. I think 
it was my time,” he said.

Mr. Davison is from Century, 
Fla., a small town near Pensacola, 
mentioning that it is even smaller 
than Okeechobee. He said that 
is what attracted him to come to 
EYDC many years ago.

“I love working with the kids. 
It’s been said to stay young, sur-
round yourself with young peo-
ple. A lot of people don’t believe 
I’m 45 years old,” he added.

As clients listened to Robert 
Maldon, the Supervisor of the 
Washington County School Board 
education program speak about 
black history, and the importance 
of inspiration, Davison refl ected 
on the time he has spent at EYDC 
helping the clients become pro-
ductive members of society.

He said he never expected to 
win the award, “I was kind of 
surprised,” he said. “I’ve been 
working here for a long time. This 
was probably my best chance of 
winning. I’ve been in different 
environments, in-take, the Eagle 
cottage, and the in-take cottage 
in a short time frame. I’ve worked 
in transportation and a myriad of 
jobs since I’ve been here. This 

was my best chance (to win). I’ve 
worked here for 18 years. I guess 
you just persevere.”

Mr. Maldon spoke on the inspi-
ration it took for black Americans 
to achieve. Throughout the lunch 
room were art work and pictures 
of important events in the history 
of black America. He noted it took 
talent to make these scenes, and 
that clients there have the poten-
tial to be successful.

“Work to change and become 
inspired,” he said. “I believe no 
job is too big or too small. I will 
ask nothing of you that I won’t 
do myself. It’s a great thing to 
be inspired. We can get a lot ac-
complished through inspiration. 
Look around this room and you 
can see 200 years of inspiration. 
You’re talking about coming from 
the hardest of times to the best of 
times. You’re talking about lots of 
sweet, heartache and tears. Any-
thing worth having is worth wait-
ing on as well as working on.

Mr. Maldon said it might take 
some time but if the clients per-
severe and work hard, they can 
achieve their goals and dreams. 
”It takes time. If you are really 
inspired to do something, regard-
less of how long, you can get the 
job done. Envision where you are 
and where you will be, and don’t 
lose sight of where you want to 
be. Once you have a desire to go 
places and do things, you will.” 
Mr. Maldon also asked the clients 

if they have a dream. “How many 
of you have a dream? To be suc-
cessful in life you have to have 
a dream. If you do not have a 
dream you can’t accomplish any-
thing. Get focused, sit down, and 
know what you want to do with 
your life,” he said.

Clients put on skits at the di-
rection of Mildred Woods about 
black history. Ishmael Angervil 
and Presley Isaac provided inspi-
rational music like the Negro Na-
tional Anthem.

The full list of employees hon-
ored this year at EYDC included:

• Employee of the Year – Sam 
Davison (Kennedy Cottage Man-
ager)

• Counselor of the Year – Jer-
maine Moore (Counselor)

• Manager/Supervisor of the 
Year – Kelvin Koger (Eagle Cot-
tage) 

• Indirect Care Employee of 
the Year – Carolyn Wilcox (Food 
Service Manager)

• Rising Star Award – Rashekia 
Henry (Counselor)

• WCSP/EYDC Partnership 
Award – Sharon Williams (Trans-
portation/Communications Su-
pervisor)

• Group Treatment Coordi-
nator of the Year – Valarie Battle 
(Group Treatment Coordinator).

OVER 62 AND DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO?
If you are 62 or older and need financial relief, comfort and

an easier life, ask me if a “REVERSE MORTGAGE”, 

is right for you!

DDonna Tourek 
863-634-8378                REVERSE MORTGAGE SPECIALIST

“Your Local Addison Mortgage Group Representative”
EMAIL: donna@addisonmortgage.com

KISSIMEE RIVER WATERFRONT/

POOL HOME! 3/2 home offering

3497 TSF built in 2005 is situated on

nice 1 ACRE, screened pool enclo-

sure SHORT SALE!   $445,000

#200B  Call Cindi (863) 697-0433

WONDERFUL FAMILY HOME! 3/2

CBS home on  an acre of beautiful

Oaks, close to everything. Fenced

back yard for your kids or critters or

both. $179,900 #201B Call Bill (863)

634-6797.

HOMES OF MERIT- 3/2 2005 DWMH on

one acre with over 1941 sq ft of living area

has a sprawling floor plan.  Master suite

has beautiful bath and large walk-in clos-

ets. Island kitchen with tile and formica

cabinets. Large laundry room with sink

and room for your freezer. $119,000
MOVE IN READY! # 414A Call Sharon
(863) 634-6241.

NEW  LISTING

NEW  LISTING

NEW  LISTINGNEW  LISTING

NEW  LISTINGNEW  LISTING

BUCKHEAD BUY ON WATER.
1979 3/2 with 1288 sg ft of living area

with large screened in porch. Great

buy for fisherman or our Northern

friends. Large master bedroom and

bath. Great view of canal. $89,000
MOTIVATED SELLER.  Call Sharon
(863) 634-6241.

Great 3/2 house on Lake Access
canal in Buckhead Ridge. Has liv-

ing room and family room and extra

room for shop, computer or what-

ever. Gorgeous location with sea-

wall and dock. $145,000 #215E
Call Ron (863) 697-6221.

FISHERMANS WATERFRONT PAR-
ADISE!  3/2 mobile home offering

2672 TSF built in1985 is situated on

nice corner lot in Treasure Island,

boat ramp, dock NEW PRICE
$81,900 #412A Call Cindi 697-0433

FULL SERVICE REALTOR

Patricia Louise Goolsby, 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

FULLY UPGRADED MOBILE HOME. One car garage,
boat dock. FL Rm, Carport, Boat lift w/roof.  Too many
features to include. MUST SEE THIS BEAUTY. Call
Vicki on 863-634-4106. MLS #201548, $149,900.

WELL-MAINTAINED MOBILE HOME close to the rim
canal and locks. This package comes complete with a
boat. 16' Tri Hull Larsen, 60hp Johnson. It is a nice
large lot with an assortment of trees. Call Vicki at 863-
634-4106. MLS #201939, $107,578.

ADORABLE ONE ROOM WINTER OR WEEK-
END RETREAT. A great little efficiency. It is a
large corner lot with a beautiful view of the water
and many trees. It has a nice carport. Call Vicki at
863-634-4106. MLS #200971, $85,000.

ADORABLE FRAME 2/2 HOUSE on 5+ acres, 2nd
kitchen w/separate entrance. Shed in backyard. Truly
country living, spacious area with wild life. Fully furnished.
Call Vicki at 863-634-4106. MLS #93200, $194,900.

CBS HOME ON A CANAL TO LAKE
OKEECHOBEE. Screened in pool and Jacuzzi,
dressing/changing room. 2 sheds, boat launch, 2
Pergolas (10x12, 12x24), boat house with lift. Call
Vicki at 863-634-4106. MLS #202330, $254,900.

A WELL-MAINTAINED HOME in a beautifully main-
tained park w/all the amenities. Clubhouse, pool, shuf-
fleboard, activities daily. It is a place that will be fun to live
in and also safe. It has an aluminum roof over. CALL
VICKI AT 863-634-4106. MLS #202383, $69,500.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Across Kissimmee River
next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

Vicki Anderson • 863-634-4106 • Eric Anderson • 863-634-4107

1804 S. Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

(863) 357-4622

R E A L  E S T A T E

DREAMCADREAMCATCHER REALTCHER REALTT YY
Maureen Kleiman, Lic. Real Estate Broker • 863-357-5900

Desirable River Lake Estates SW area

home- 3/2/2 recently  updated. New car-

pet, new DW.  Close to town and schools.

Very nice home waiting for you! $150,000

3bd, 2 bth CBS home on 10 fenced

acres.  Pond, barn and pasture. Move in

condition. Steal this one at $237,500

REDUCED

REDUCED

$225,000

AA Great Return On 
A Wise Investment!

To advertise, contact us at (863) 763-3134 or www.newszap.com

LLAKE MOTORS
147 Hwy 441 SE

Okeechobee
863-467-5243

Thanks to the
ads we’ve placed in the

Okeechobee News, 
our floor traffic has increased
by 37% resulting in multiple 

vehicle sales. 
“A great return on a 

wise investment”

Lake Motors, Inc., 
Ivan D. Lujan, Owner 

New Inventory Every Week 
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Sam Davison named employee of year at EYDC

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Sam Davison (right) accepts Employee of the Year from Su-
perintendent Ivan Tate.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Valerie Battle (left) won Group Treatment Coordinator of the 
year. Also in photo is Torris Bennett, Director of Safety and 
Security.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Ismael Angervil provided in-
spirational music at the ban-
quet that included the Negro 
National Anthem.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Vernestine Palmer read a 
poem and led the EYDC youth 
in various skits that involved 
black history.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Robert Maldon, Superinten-
dent of Washington County 
Schools speaks to students 
at the luncheon for black his-
tory Thursday.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Kelvin Koger (right) accepts award as Manager/Supervisor of 
the Year from Dan Eichelberger, Director of Programs.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Ivan Tate (center) and Director of Washington County Schools 
at EYDC Monica Shockley, honor Rakeisha Henry with the 
rising star award.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
EYDC employee, Carolyn 
Wilcox.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Jermaine Moore (left) won 
counselor of the year.



tion to it.
The steps are as follows:
1. Always say “no” if offered 

any alcohol, drugs, tobacco or 
over-the-counter medications.

2. A student who has posses-
sion of a contraband substance 
must turn it in to a teacher or 
administrator. This must be done 
before an investigation has been 
initiated to avoid consequences.

3. An explanation must be pro-
vided regarding the possession of 
the contraband substance.

4. Consequences for not fol-
lowing the steps above may be 
found in the corresponding viola-
tions chart within the Code.

This addresses some of the 
board’s concerns and provides 
parents and students the oppor-
tunity to educate their children 
by letting them know if they fi nd 
something on them such as a 
prescription medication or are 
offered something, the steps that 
they must take in order to avoid 
consequences set forth in the 
violations charts which include 
expulsion from school.

In addition to a few other mi-
nor changes to consequences 
based on suggestions from ad-
ministration, the major changes 
deal with the alcohol and drugs 
category and making a new cat-
egory for prescription drugs.

Previously, if a student had 
their own prescription drug on 
their person at school, it was 
treated as if it were a controlled 
substance. If approved by the 
board for revision, the code will 
now read that for the fi rst offense 
of being caught with prescription 
drugs for which the child has a 
valid prescription for all grades: 
principal’s discretion, may in-
clude out of school suspension 
up to nine days and mandatory 
parent conference with principal 
and/or counseling.

The second offense for having 
prescription drugs on campus for 
kindergarten through fi fth grade 
will be: principal’s discretion, par-
ent conference and out of school 

suspension with a minimum of 
one day. The second offense for 
middle school and high school 
will be: expulsion or alternative 
placement in lieu of expulsion 
with fi rst time offender program 
for possession/use only. The third 
offense for all grades is expul-
sion.

As explained in the code, these 
consequences are simply mini-
mums that are set forth for ad-
ministration to use as a guide.

These consequences are the 
least type of corrective action that 
may be assigned to the student to 
attempt to change the unwanted 
behavior. When deciding what 
disciplinary action should be tak-
en, the principal or his/her desig-
nee shall consider the student’s 
age, exceptionality, previous con-
duct, probability of a reoccurring 
violation, attitude, severity of the 
offense, and whenever possible, 
shall impose disciplinary action 
in a progressive manner. For this 
reason, punishment may exceed 
the minimum consequence and 
is expected to be more of a con-
sequence than assigned before 
for the same incident. For all 
levels, any incident that is hate-
related and/or gang-related shall 
be grounds to increase disciplin-
ary actions.

In response to the recent ac-
tions the board also spoke to the 
administration explaining to them 
that there may be times when the 
board chooses to vote against 
the code of student conduct. 
The board as a whole expressed 
that they are willing to take the 
heat from the public and parents 
when they have to make a deci-
sion which teeters with going for 
or against board policy.

At times when they choose to 
go against the policy, they also ex-
pressed that it in no way means 
that they are not upholding their 
administrations actions. Their ad-
ministration upheld policy as they 
are required to do. As a board, 
they can make those tough deci-
sions as needed on a case by case 
basis which allows the adminis-
tration to not have to deal with 
intent or other issues surrounding 
an infraction.

In addition to the code chang-

es Board member Joe Arnold also 
asked all of the administration to 
look into their everyday work prac-
tices to help him gather a toolbox 
of ideas for discipline with excep-
tional student education students 
(ESE). No one wants to talk about 
these issues with discipline with 
an ESE student, but it needs to be 
lobbied at a national level.

He explained that we are re-
ally doing these ESE students a 
misjustice by not giving them 
the same consequences as other 
students since when they reach 
the real world, they will be given 

the same treatment regardless of 
their disability.

This new Code of Student 
Conduct will also include other 
language changes and be brought 
before the board for advertise-
ment and then approval.

The current policy with the 
July 2008 revisions is available on-
line at http://www.okee.k12.fl .us/
Student_Code_08-09l.pdf

Post your opinions in the Public 

Issues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Reporter Chauna Aguilar can be 

reached at caguilar@newszap.com.

Code
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Hazellief & Prevatt Realty Co.
David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144 

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

(863)
763-2104

Se 
Habla Espanol

1200 South Parrott Ave.
www.century21okeechobee.com • Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

•CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES•

• 2.5 buildable acres in Sunset Strip
Airpark in Lazy 7. $98,000 MLS# 202207 
• Okeechobee Hammock 100 x 104 lot off
of 15-A. $29,000 MLS# 200471 

• Big "O" RV Park vacant lot or w/ travel trailer. 
• Basswood buildable lots from $15K-
$33,000 
• 7 acres Hwy 68 $110,000 MLS# 93452

ACREAGE / LOTS

2002-M: Taylor Creek 3/2 DW Mobile home
completely furnished, front and back porch with
workshop/storage RM, irrigation system, RV
hook up, carport and more.  MLS# 202170

2003-M: Taylor Creek Mobile home on a
75 x 110 fenced lot. Furnished, enclosed
and screened porch with workshop.
$60,000 MLS# 202195

2004-M: Lake
access 3/2 DW
Mobile home on 75 x
100 fenced lot.
Seawall, boat dock
with covered boat
slip and hoist. MLS#
202247

4001-M: BHR Mobile home completely
furnished, screened patio, shed, boat
dock and seawall. $89,900 MLS# 201911

4003-M: Buckhead Ridge 3/2 mobile home
with appliances, open patio, fenced, large shed
with electric, dock and paved driveway.
MLS#202189

4004-H BHR lake access home on  large cul-de-
sac. Lots of potential attached carport, metal roof,
paved driveway, water on both sides, boat slip /
seawall. Call today to see! MLS# 202218
$109,000

5009-H: Edwards Subdivision CBS home with
attached garage on 1 fenced acre. Open porch,
some appliances, large mature trees. MLS#
20204

8002-A: Bridlewood Ranches 5+/-acres
$74,900. 5+acres $79,900. Gated
equestrian community.

WATERFRONT!

LAKE ACCESS!

NEW LISTING!

LIKE NEW!

NEW LISTING!

FORECLOSURE!

FORECLOSURE!

Nice 2 bd, 2 ba in Treasure Island. Large Family
rm w/screened back porch. Dock. Call Barbara
McClellan 863-634-7547 #201993 $165,000

Gorgeous 2/2 Triplewide w/tray ceilings, eat in
bar, stucco interior walls....many more upgrades!
38x14 screen porch w/wood floor. Call Kathy
Godwin 863-634-7728 #201531 $149,000

4/2 CBS home w/new roof in 2004. Fresh paint
inside and out, tile flooring. Shed & utility rm. Very
well maintained home. Call Max Ayala 561-722-
0518 #201840 $119,500

100x415 +/- Vacant Lot on Rim Canal with Lake
Okeechobee Access. Unusual zoning for this area RG
(Residential General) eligible for multi-family. Adjacent
Residential homes on either side of lot are both for sale.
Call Kathy Godwin 863-634-7728 #202037 $125,000

Beautiful 2006 3/2 home in Kings Bay. Very
open and looks brand new. HOA includes pool,
tennis courts, club house, and yard mainte-
nance Call Betsy Sheffield 863-697-8610
#202200 $167,000

“BUCKHEAD RIDGE BEAUTY”

“GREAT HOMESTEAD”“½ ACRE WATERFRONT”

“BEST IN THE AREA”“WATERFRONT DOLLHOUSE”

“GREAT FLOOR PLAN”

Homes of Merit on the water in Lakeport. Locks
located across the water from property. 3 bd, 2
ba, w/shed, screened porch, deck, shed, fire-
place (wood) burning, fish cleaning station and
seawall. A joy to see. #202370 $139,500

Immaculate 2 Story canal front/Lake access
home. 3/2 with family rm and FL rm. Two sheds,
carport.  Easy to see. Call Barbara McClellan
863-634-7547 #201979 $199,999

“LIVING THE LIFE”“FISHERMAN’S PARADISE”

New 

Listing!
Come Take 

ALook!

Enjoy the

Views
Newly

Reduced!!

Motivated

Sellers!
Newly Listed!

This is something worth looking at.  2/2 with
access to Lake Okeechobee!! Dock with fish
cleaning station and a boat ramp! Call Marcia
Barber 863-634-1229 #202334 $84,500

Nice

Neighborhood!
3 BR, 2 Baths on your lot from $89,000 and up

Other models available.  CBS construction, wood cabinets, tile in LR,
kitchen and baths, carpet in bedrooms. Pick your colors. Upgrades
available.

$119,000, lot included

Roland Mossel •   Lou DeMicco, LLC
CGC1511618                           CGC1506955

(863) 763-7998 • (863) 634-7722 • (863) 763-7552

• Are you behind on your mortgage?
• Owe more than your house is worth?
• Can't Refinance?
• Mortgage Payments increasing?

Modification can
reduce your mortgage!

To find out if you qualify to have
your mortgage loan modified, call
the Okeechobee Mortgage Loan

Modification Department.

863 763 8030

Mortgage Loan Modification

New CBS Homes
3/2 cathedral ceil-

ings, tile throughout,
wood cabinets, plant
shelves, appliances,
$113,000. inc. lot. 

(Reduced price if built on your lot)
Contact (863) 634-0571

Lic# Crc1328235

• First Time Home Buyers
• Refinance/Debt Consolidation
• Commercial Loans up to 

$5,000,000.00
• Mobile Home Financing

• Investment Property
• Self-Employed Okay
• New Construction Loans
• Rehab Loans

• No Mortgage Insurance   • Full Doc   • Credit Score as Low as 580
110000%%    FFIINNAANNCCIINNGG//FFHHAA//VVAA

If you could 
no longer purchase
life insurance...

Would you have enough today?
THE FACTS ARE IN:
Over 60 million Americans do
not have enough Life Insurance
or Do not have any Life
Insurance

Free Quotes 
Competitive Rates

Jim McInnes, Agent 
(863) 763-3101
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three-legged tower is somewhere 
between $400,000 and $700,000. 
However, the grant will also pay 
about 75 percent of that cost.

Sites on the tower can also be 
rented out to other entities.

“From start to fi nish, we’re 
looking at a six-month imple-
mentation, providing there’s no 
signifi cant delays in the land ac-
quisition,” said Maj. Stephen on 

when the new system will be up 
and running. “We’ll soon be get-
ting into hurricane season and 
that could cause some tower 
construction delays. But I think 
everything will be working by this 
time next year.”

He said one of the grant re-
quirements is that the funding 
must be spent by Aug. 31, 2010. It 
is also required that the system be 
fully operational by that date.

Another benefi t to the SLERS 
system is that the entire system 
-- tower, radios and consoles -- 
will be maintained by the state. 

If a hurricane should damage 
the tower, the state is required 
to be on site within two hours of 
the storm passing and they must 
have Okeechobee County back in 
operation within six hours.

The state system is monitored 
24/7 by a network operations cen-
ter in Orlando, which means no 
in-house technician is needed.

Besides all county depart-
ments, it is anticipated that the 
Okeechobee City Police Depart-
ment (OCPD), the Okeechobee 
County School District and the 
Okeechobee Utility Authority 

(OUA) will join the county on the 
new system and will share in its 
cost.

According to OCPD Major Bob 
Peterson, the city would need two 
base stations, 35 mobile radios 
-- which includes patrol units as 
well as the City Fire Department 
and the City Street Department -- 
and 27 hand held units.

Maj. Stephen said all depart-
ment heads will now have to get 
together to see if they can afford 
to join in on the new system.

“The original concept was for 
a countywide system. I hope all 

the players can buy into this,” he 
said.

The sheriff ’s offi ce will also re-
ceive four new consoles for their 
dispatchers.

The OCSO major said the new 
system and the county’s current 
9-1-1 system will all be integrat-
ed.

He went on to say that the old 
system will remain in place even 
after the new system is installed 
until all “the bugs are worked 
out.”

Even though the SLERS sys-
tem is currently an 800 megahertz 
(MHz) system, the new radios will 
be P-25 capable which is an even 
greater benefi t to users.

“The push is for the state to go 
P-25 by 2012,” said Maj. Stephen.

When it does, dispatchers 
will then have the ability to send 
data to deputies on the road. 
Maj. Stephen explained that if a 
deputy has a motorist stopped a 
dispatcher can electronically send 
that deputy a photo of that person 
to aid in their identifi cation.

The system would also have 
the capabilities of sending photos 
of homes from the Okeechobee 
County Property Appraiser’s web 
site.

Finally, the SLERS system is 
encrypted so that the radio traf-
fi c cannot be picked up on scan-
ners.

“This is just a step up to a place 
we haven’t been,” said Maj. Ste-
phen of the new system. “The up-
grade will assure proper response 
to the community and safe com-
munication for our staff.”

A new radio system was des-
perately needed by the sheriff ’s 
offi ce because often times depu-
ties would fi nd themselves in 
dead spots where they had no 
radio communication.

“We have rural areas being 
populated and our antiquated 
system is not geared to pick up 
those areas,” said Maj. Stephen. 
“There are more areas than I re-
ally feel comfortable with, and it 
causes me great concern.”

Radio
Continued From Page 1

then charged with possession of 
cocaine.

“It wouldn’t surprise me if 
they postpone their charges to 
get him back in Okeechobee to 
do what we’ve got to do,” said 
Detective Ted Van Deman of the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce (OCSO).

Perez escaped from the 
Okeechobee County Jail while in 
a 4-foot-by-8-foot outdoors recre-
ation pod. His orange jump suit 
was found on the roof of the jail, 
said OCSO case offi cer Detective 
Sergeant Brad Stark. When he 
fl ed the complex Perez was clad 
only in his boxer shorts and a T-
shirt, added Sgt. Stark.

It is suspected that Perez had 
help fl eeing from Okeechobee 
County.

Perez was a member of the 
jail’s Pumpkin Patch -- a name 
given those high-risk inmates 
who are assigned orange jump 
suits -- and had attempted to es-
cape his confi nes by breaking out 
a window at the jail on Jan. 1.

He was being held in the coun-
ty jail following his Dec. 16, 2008, 
arrest on charges of burglary, 
grand theft and possession of 
burglary tools. His bond on those 

charges had been set at $46,000.
After his failed break-out, Per-

ez was charged with attempted 
escape and felony criminal mis-
chief. His bond on those charges 
was set at $15,000.

Sgt. Stark did not know what 
bond amount had been set for 
Perez on the cocaine charge in 
Palm Beach County, but added 
it really made no difference since 
there is no bond on the escape 
charge.

It is believed that Perez wrote 
a note to law enforcement that 
was found above the door of his 
Okeechobee jail cell that read: 
“Your job is to keep me here. My 
job is to fi nd a way out of here.” 
That message was simply signed 
“Houdini.”

Another message was vertical-
ly written down the left side of the 
metal door frame that read: “The 
last laugh is the one that counts.”

“And the last laugh is ours,” 
said Detective Van Deman.

The detective said it appeared 
the messages were written with 
some sort of felt tip pen.

Sgt. Stark said Perez was living 
in an apartment in the back of a 
house in the I-95 and 45th St. area 
of West Palm Beach. The escapee 
was working as a painter, Sgt. 
Stark added.

During their investigation the 
fugitive task force went to the 
house and asked for Perez. Given 

the man’s background, they also 
had offi cers stationed at the back 
of the house.

As task force members en-
tered the home, Perez appar-
ently removed some panes from 
a jalousie window in a bathroom 
and was reportedly trying to once 
again escape. This time, however, 
task force members were waiting 
for him outside the window, said 
Sgt. Stark.

Detective Van Deman ex-
plained that after the Okeecho-
bee escape, an administrative 
investigation was done and some 
changes in procedures were 
made in regard to prisoners in the 
outdoor recreation area.

“It is my understanding some 
new procedures have been initi-
ated,” he said.

The OCSO detective said three 
new procedures have been put in 
place. Guards will be stationed on 
towers, similar to those used by 
lifeguards, that will be strategical-
ly located so they can see what’s 
going on in the recreation yard. 
A new policy has been instituted 
that improves communications 
between the outside guards and 
guards inside the jail as to how 
many prisoners are in the recre-
ation yard; and, high risk prison-
ers will no longer be allowed to 
use the recreation yard.

Detective Van Deman said 
there are currently 36, high-risk 

prisoners in the county jail. When 
Perez is returned there will be 37.

Prisoners are classifi ed as high 
risk due to prior escape attempts 
or the severity of their crime.

“Those (high risk) are inmates 
wearing orange jumpsuits,” said 
Detective Van Deman. “They call 
them the Pumpkin Patch.”

Instead of going outside, these 
inmates will have to recreate in 
the commons area or in a jail 
hallway.

“They are not going to leave 
the confi nes of the jail,” he add-
ed.

Detective Van Deman said 
escape is classifi ed as a second-
degree felony and, under Florida 
law, if Perez is found guilty of 
escape his sentence will run con-
secutively to any other sentence 
he may receive if convicted on 
any other charges.

Sgt. Stark said Perez has an 
extensive criminal background 
that includes multiple arrests for 
burglary, vehicle theft, criminal 
mischief, drug possession, ag-
gravated battery and aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon. 
All of his prior charges stem from 
his arrests in Miami, added Sgt. 
Stark.

It is believed that Perez is the 
fi rst inmate to escape from the 
Okeechobee County Jail.

Prisoner
Continued From Page 1
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

There is a shortage of psychiat-
ric care beds on the Treasure Coast 
and in Okeechobee County and 
things could get worse before they 
get better.

That was the subject of a pre-
sentation by Pamela Springer be-
fore the Okeechobee Community 
Collaborative Council on Tuesday.

Springer represents the Port St. 
Lucie Behavioral Hospital which 
is the only facility that handles 
patients with Medicaid and some 
other forms of health insurance on 
the Treasure Coast. New Horizons 
serves the indigent but has a small 
facility, while Indian River Medical 
Center and Lawnwood Regional 
Medical Center have small facilities 
for psychiatric care.

“Our facility is basically full 
all the time, that is bad news for 
those that need the services,” she 
explained to the group. The facility 
does work to fi nd beds for those 
in need but many times those pa-
tients must travel as far as Fort Lau-
derdale and even Miami.

There is also a great need for 
adolescent psychiatric care. New 
Horizons is building a new wing 
for additional beds but funding has 
been cut for the project.

The PSL facility also has 15 beds 
for psychiatric patients that are over 
65 years old. These are guaranteed 
for senior citizens and no other age 
group.

“Mental health is a huge issue. 
You are affected by this issue per-
sonally. It is something that impacts 
everyone,’ she added.

Treatment services at the facility 
include group therapy, family ther-
apy, medication evaluation, psycho 
educational groups, and therapeu-
tic activity groups. They also pro-
vide services for detoxifi cation, ill-
ness education, and other needs.

Ms. Springer said her facility 
deals with a lot of addictions to pre-
scription drugs.  She noted it is rare 
to hear of a pharmacy being robbed 
or thefts going on at pharmacies. 
She noted most of these drugs are 
obtained legally, and some people 
sell them, or swap them for other 
drugs. Another problem is simple 
thefts from home. People get pre-
scription pills and put them in their 
medicine cabinets. Visitors to the 
home, who you don’t know very 

well, can easily steal them and you 
never know it. She advises residents 
to have safes to put their prescrip-
tion medications.

Ms. Springer also spoke on a 
high rate of suicides among the 
elderly population. In one survey, 
75 percent of seniors who have at-
tempted suicide have visited their 
primary care physician within one 
month of the suicide attempt. She 
urged people to act if they know a 
senior citizen who is depressed.

Another presentation was made 
by Rhonda Throop, Director of 
Community Relations for the 211 
program. She noted the service is 
nation wide and that 78 percent of 
the American public has access to 
the service, more than 232 million 
people. 

Forty-nine out of 67 Florida 
counties have access to the pro-
gram, including Okeechobee.

Ms. Throop said every hour 
of every day someone is in need 
of services, “Many times people 
don’t know that help is available 
to them,” she noted. This service 
helps get those in need the help 
they need.

Ms. Throop said many times 
early intervention into problems 
can avoid crisis in the future.

She noted staff is trained in all 
forms of incidents and emergen-
cies. She noted many times people 
are more likely to be honest when 
they talk to a complete stranger 
about the things that are wrong in 
their life.

211 offi cials reported an 89 per-
cent increase in suicide related calls 

last year. Ms. Throop attributed that 
to the worsening economic condi-
tions. She noted suicide is also the 
third leading cause of death for the 
nation’s young people. 12 people 
between the age of 15 and 24 die 
each day of suicide in the United 
States. One in seven U.S. residents 
has had their lives impacted by a 
suicide.

In the Treasure Coast area, 211 
received 11.5 percent more calls 
in 2007. There were 175,105 total 
calls in the area. Their website also 
had 225,000 hits. They also have 
services available on America On-
line and with my space so they can 
reach more young people.

Throop also predicted trouble 
with violence and guns if the econ-
omy continues to struggle. She not-
ed guns are more readily available 
and she predicted more violent 
confrontations at work places that 
down size. ”We’ve heard the term 
going postal. What we are seeing 
statistically is alarming,” she said.

Representatives of the Hibiscus 
Children’s Center also updated 
the group on their family safety 
and awareness program. It seeks 
to help families impacted by sex-
ual abuse. Offi cials note there are 
crime victim compensation funds 
that are available to fund counsel-
ing for children and adults.

In other actions, the Okeecho-
bee Children Services Council is 
now accepting applications for 
summer program grants. The dead-
line for applications is March 2.

Shared Services Facilitator Sha-
ron Vinson said more than 2,000 
people and 100 vendors attended 
their health expo at the Okeecho-
bee Ag Center in January.

There also is an effort to form a 
Kid Care Coalition in Okeechobee. 
Kid care provides low cost insur-
ance for children in Florida. Meet-
ings will be held on March 3 and 
March 20. For information contact 
Becky Smith at the Okeechobee 
Health Start Coalition at 863-462-
5877.

Communities in Schools Co-
ordinator Jill Rogers reported that 
69 presenters took part in a career 
day and exposition for local middle 
school students last month at In-
dian River State College. She noted 
84 teens attended a recent teen 
dance sponsored by her organiza-
tion. Another dance is planned for 
April 25, at the Okeechobee Shrine 
Club.

CIS and Chaka’s Stars will hold 
a fundraiser softball tournament on 
Saturday, Feb. 28, at the OK Softball 
fi elds near Yearling Middle School.

Girl Scout offi cials reported 
that sales for Girl Scout cookies 
were down about 19 percent na-
tion wide this year. In Okeechobee 
though, sales were about even with 
the 2007 sales.

Psychiatric care shortage reported locally

Advertising in the
Okeechobee News
It’s a Bright Idea!

DERMATOLOGYGASTROENTEROLOGY/HEPATOLOGY

Call today at 763-3134The 2008 – 2009 Okeechobee News Medical Information Guide is available at
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

Office: (863) 357-8222

Albert Bravo, M.D.
Internal Medicine &

Gastroenterology (GI)
Board Certified in Gastroenterology

Treating conditions of the esophagus, stomach, small
intestine, colon, liver, gallbladder and the biliary system.

Diseases of the Digestive System

Endoscopy • Colonoscopy

225 NE 19th Drive • Okeechobee, FL 34972

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

BOARD CERTIFIED

BY THE AMERICAN

BOARD OF

DERMATOLOGY

FELLOWS OF THE

AMERICAN SOCIETY

FOR MOHS

SURGERY

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

Tim Ioannides,M.D.
�

**Medicare, Humana
and Employers

Mutual accepted**

OKEECHOBEE
863-467-9555

1924 US Highway 441, N.

VERO BEACH
772-778-7782

1155 35th Lane, 

Ste. 202OPHTHALMOLOGY/OPTOMETRY/OPTICAL

520 S. Parrott Ave.
Okeechobee, FL

OOptical Gallery

Richard L. Soldinger, O.D.
David J. Underill, O.D.

Board Certified Optometrists

763-4334

763-3403
Silviano Matamoros, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician & Surgeon

357-4899

Medicare/Medicaid and Most 
Vision Plans Accepted

Comprehensive Eye Exams
Advanced Cataract Microsurgery

State of the Art Complete Optical Laboratory
Glaucoma Evaluation and Treatment

Diabetic Eye Exams
Comprehensive Contact Lens Exams

Eyeglasses and Contact Lenses

HEALTHCARE

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

•Specialized Wound Care
•Full Time Medical Director
•Dialysis Support
•Alzheimer’s Support Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

•Resident & Family Council Groups
•Specialized HIV Care
•Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy
•24 hour Registered Nurse Staffing
•Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Highway Pahokee, Florida 33476-1834

PHONE: 561-924-5561 • FAX: 561-924-9466
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton • Visit our website at www.floridacare.net

Healthcare Services Include:

120 BEDS

Big Lake
Cancer Center

1115 N. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 467-9500

Coastal Cyberknife
& Radiation
Oncology

5550 S US Hwy 1
Ft. Pierce, FL 34982

(772) 293-0377

Together we can win the battle
against cancer. . .today!

Advertise in this

section!

Call 763-3134

Advertise in this section!

Call 763-3134

Say Goodbye to Nasty Viruses
and Slow Running Computers

(772) 418-0096
Visit www.buytechless.com for savings

Best Prices By Qualified Technicians
We Come to You for Free

22995 US Highway 441 SE  • Okeechobee
863-763-3377

Zachary Taylor RV Resort
Florida’s Finest  Waterfront Resort

Now Leasing
Sites Available

Something For Everyone 
New & Used 

3057 HWY 70E
Okeechobee 

8863-447-6543
Gummy1957@aol.com

Linda’s Thrift Shoppe 

Sabal Palm RV Resort and Campground
Sabal Palm Old Country & Bluegrass Festival

In Palmdale, FL • March 6, 7 and 8
EENTERTAINMENT BY SUCH GROUPS AS

Carolina Rose, Bluegrass Stagecoach, M.C. Evan Carl,
Valerie Smith & Liberty Pike featuring Becky Buller,

Palms Bluegrass, Myakka River Bluegrass
& New River Boys!

• Food Available “in Pavilion” •
• Workshops on Saturday Morning •

TICKET PRICES
Weekend $30 • Sat. $15

Fri. or Sun $10 - Under 16 years old FREE
CAMPING PRICES

W/O Water & Electric $10 per day
With Water & Electic $20 per day

Advanced Tickets Only
Rain or shine the show goes on! • 10% of proceeds go to charities

9505 Main Ave. NW, Palmdale, FL • 863-675-1778

• Custom Framing 

• Matting

• Prints

Michael Moore Florida Artist • Wayne Clay Proprietor

• Originals 

• Furniture

• Decorating

Afffordable Art

110 SW 14th St. • Next to Cowboys • 863-357-3200

20% off
Custom
Framing

50%
OFF 

SELECT

ART

& Framing
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Pamela Springer of the Port 
St. Lucie Behavioral hospital 
speaks to the Okeechobee 
Community Collaborative 
Council.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Rhonda Throop of the 211 
program speaks to the 
Okeechobee Community 
Collaborative Council.



OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN M RI

115 NE 3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SSPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

We’re Still Here For You!
The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

MRI

GYNECOLOGIST

James E. Bradfield, MD FACOG
Gynecology • Board Certified

Evening and Saturday
Appointments

Email:  drbradfield@earthlink.net

863-763-8000
1713 Hwy 441 N, Suite F, Okeechobee

All Major
Insurances
Accepted

Menopausal
Disorders

Endometriosis
Incontinence

Infertility
Menstrual

Abnormalities
Sterilization

Laser Surgery
Minimally

Invasive Surgery

UROLOGY

BOARD CERTIFIED IN UROLOGY
Specializing in:

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.

215 N.E. 19th Dr. • Okeechobee • (863) 763-0217

• ADULT & PEDIATRIC UROLOGY
• BLADDER & KIDNEY INFECTIONS

• IMPOTENCE/IMPLANTS
• NO SCALPEL VASECTOMY

GENERAL AND VASCULAR SURGERY

The 2008 – 2009 Okeechobee News Medical Information Guide is available at
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

Announcing
Philip W. Moyer, M.D.

General and Vascular Surgery
(Relocating from Oklahoma to join the

staff at Raulerson Hospital)

Specializing in: 
•Laparoscopic Abdominal 

Surgery

•Skin cancer procedures

•Breast Cancer procedures

•Vascular Surgery

•Hernia Repair

•Minimally invasive thoracic 

surgery

•Vascular access for kidney 

failure

•Thyroid and other endocrine   

surgical procedures

•Varicose vein surgery  

Accepting New Patients
(863) 357-0045

245 NE 19th Drive, Okeechobee, FL 34972

Philip W. Moyer, M.D. 
Diplomate American Board

of General Surgery

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME
We Love toWe Love to Care. . .Care. . .

Okeechobee Health Care FacilityOkeechobee Health Care Facility
1646 Highway 441 North • Okeechobee

Call 863-763-2226 for a Personalized Tour with SandyFive-Star Rating
�����

Family Owned & Operated, providing care to elderly citizens of
Okeechobee and surrounding counties since December 1984

• Rehab Therapy
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Therapy
• Out-Patient Therapy

• Available 24 Hours/7 Days a Week
• Long-Term Care Available
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s Unit
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Stimulating Daily Activities

24 Hr. Oxygen Service • Specialty
Walkers - Wheelchairs • Lift Chairs &

Hospital Beds • Rentals Available 

Suncoast Medical
Equipment 

Monday thru Friday 9 am to 5 pm

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Contracted
Medicare

Assignment

Se Habla Español

412 NE Park Street  • Okeechobee
(863) 467-8711

Complete Line of Home Medical Supplies

CARDIOLOGY

Visit us online at
www.newszap.com

GGabriel E. Breuer, M.D.
Cardiology • Electrophysiology

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

1105 NORTH PARROTT AVENUE, OKEECHOBEE
863-467-1660

Cardiovascular diseases • Cardiac Catheterization
Electrophysiology studies

Implantation of cardiac ddevices 

S. Scott Tapper, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Board Certified General Vascular Surgeon

Before                       After

2169 S.E. Ocean Blvd., Stuart • 772-286-5501
www.symmetrylaservein.com

Specializing in the Removal of  Varicose Veins
� Minimally Invasive In Office Procedure

� Performed more than 1000 Endo Venous     
Laser Ablation procedures

� Insurance Accepted

VARICOSE VEIN REMOVAL

Advertising is the key
to a successful 

business!

Call
763-
3134

Today!

Bring in this ad and receive 
10% off parts and service!

1160 SE Federal Highway – Stuart • 800-960-0321
www.floridaoutdoorsrv.com

• Full Line of New and Used RV’s from Class A’s to Light   
Weight Travel Trailers

• 14 Bay Service and Body Shop 
Center for ALL Your RV Service   
Needs

• Full Parts Department
TAKE A TRIP TO STUART and check us out 
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

City and County fi remen re-
sponded quickly to extinguish a 
brush fi re in the 200 block of S.E. 
Sixth Avenue last Friday.

City Fire Chief Herb Smith said 
his department was on the scene 
three minutes after the fi rst call 
and put out the blaze before it 
could spread.

Two units from the city arrived 
around 8:40 a.m. and four city 
fi remen and volunteers found a 
small area burning comprised of 
grass and brush, a report from Lt. 

Glenn Hodges said.
Approximately 500 gallons of 

water was used to put out the 
fl ames. There were no injuries 
and no property damage report-
ed. The cause of the blaze was 
not immediately known.

County Firemen also got assis-
tance from City Firemen on Mon-
day after a blaze at 535 N.E. 17th 
Avenue in Douglas Park. 

A report from Lt. Douglas Werk 
said a spark from an extension 
cord used to power a small space 
heater, caught a pile of clothes on 
fi re in the bedroom area of the 
home.

An estimated $6,500 in prop-
erty damage was reported in the 
blaze. Two units and four fi remen 
from the County responded and 
were on the scene for about an 
hour. The homeowner, Marcus 
Barrett, apparently was awak-
ened by the fi re and was able to 
fl ee unharmed at around 1 a.m.

The American Red Cross and 
the State Fire Marshall were also 

on scene to assist the fi remen and 
determine a cause. At this point 
the cause was listed as acciden-
tal.

Firemen advise residents to be 
very careful when using space 
heaters. They also warn against 
using extension cords when you 
power portable heaters. They ad-
vise to keep space heaters away 
from anything fl ammable like 
clothing, bedding, and curtains.

Firemen extinguish brush fi re

Submitted photo/Bill Saum
Accidental fi re, probably from a camp fi re — the wind picked 
up to 30-35 mph and it fl ared back up. Thank you, our heroes 
City of Okeechobee Firemen.

Submitted photo

Home for a visit
Sgt. Michael Collins, a 2002 Okeechobee High School 
graduate is home in Okeechobee visiting his parents, 
Dave and Sandy Collins of Basinger. Sgt. Collins joined 
the US Army after graduating in 2002 and has completed 
two tours in Iraq serving with the 82nd Airborne. He is cur-
rently serving as a Civil Affairs Specialist assigned to the 
489th CAB and previously was assigned as an Advanced 
Weapons and Urban Operations Instructor with 1st Train-
ing Brigade USACAPOC at Ft. Bragg, N.C.



Announcements
100100

Auctions 105
Car Pool 110
Share a ride 115
Card of Thanks 120
In Memoriam 125
Found 130
Lost 135
Give Away 140
Garage/Yard Sale 145
Personals 150
Special Notices 155
900 Numbers 160

Important Information: Please
read your ad carefully the first
day it appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please noti-
fy us prior to the deadline list-
ed. We will not be responsible
for more than 1 incorrect
insertion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered val-
ueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes responsi-
bility for all statements, names
and content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for any
claims against Independent
Newspapers.  All advertising
is subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all copy, and to
insert above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to credit
approval. All ads must conform
to Independent Newspapers’
style and are restricted to
their proper classifications.
Some classified categories
require advance payment.
These classifications are
denoted with an asterisk *.
Independent Newspapers will
never knowingly accept any
advertisement that is illegal or
considered fraudulent. In all
cases of questionable value,
such as promises of guaran-
teed income from work-at-
home programs or other offers
to send money in advance for
a product or service – we
advise you to check with the
Attorney General’s Consumer
Fraud Line at 1-800-220-5424,
and/or The Better Business
Bureau, 800-464-6331 for pre-
vious complaints.

Found 0130

COW - Young. Found in the vi-
cinity of the Land Fill. 
(863)763-1182

Lost 0135

GOLDEN RETRIEVER - 5 mo. 
old female. Last seen behind 
Race Trac Gas Station,  Hwy 
70. (863)697-6852 Reward.

Garage/
Yard Sales 0145

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - Fri-
day,02-27-2009, 8:00 until 
?, 7 & 8 Canal Way, Multi-
Family Moving Sale Appli-
ances, Misc. household 
items, All kinds of baby 
equipment, bed, clothes, 
carriage, toys, etc. Every-
thing Must Go

MULTI FAMILY - Sat only, Feb 
28, 8am - 1pm. Moving, 
scrap booking, teacher sup-
plies & much more. 576 SW 
87th Terr. Near lazy 7.

Services 0152

NEED HELP with cleaning, let 
me clean your home, all you 
have to do is make your list! 
Free Estimate’s 
(863)697-8083 Lic#9918

Employment
200200
Employment - 
Full-Time 205
Employment -
Medical 210
Employment -
Part-Time 215
Employment
Wanted 220
Job Information 225
Job Training 227
Sales 230

Caregivers 0201

NURSE - will do P/T caregiving 
for child or adult. Please call 
me with your needs 
(863)467-2112 / 447-1571

Employment
Full Time 0205

COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - 
Need for local software com-
pany. Fax resume to 
(863)467-0816
EXPERIENCED PLUMBER - 

Needed for all phases. DFWP. 
Valid Drivers License. Apply in 
person @ 2232 NW 32nd Dr.

MODEL TYPES 
NEEDED 

FOR BUSY 
ART STUDIO 
$1000 + 
WEEKLY 

GUARANTEED 
(561)

891-3946
MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Earn up to $150 a day!

 Undercover shoppers needed 
to judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience not 
required. Call 888-755-8323

Now renting chairs $25 per 
day or $100 per week. Be 
your own boss, looking for 
hair stylist, nail tech, facial 
and massage therapist. Call 
Razz Ma Tazz 
(941)763-6157

Employment
Medical 0210

NEED A JOB?
WANT A CAREER?

OKEECHOBEE HEALTH CARE 
FACILITY is offering Certifi ed 
Nursing Assistant training to 
those who qualify.  Once you 
complete the training, pass 
the required test, we will put 
you to work starting at $9.00 
per hour.  If you are interest-
ed, please complete an ap-
plication at our business 
offi ce located at 406 NW 4th 
Street.

Employment
Part Time 0215

BARTENDER, Part Time, VFW 
9528, 2002 West Highway 
78, Okeechobee. Call 
(863)467-2882

Financial
300300
Business
Opportunities 305
Money Lenders 310
Tax Preparation 315

Business
Opportunities 0305

START your own business, 
Auto Detail Distributor. 
Truck, Supplies, Product, 
Equipment $10,000 or best 
offer. Call Frank for details 
(772)205-0121

Employment
Full Time 0205

Business
Opportunities 0305

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers will 

never accept any advertise-
ment that is illegal or con-
sidered fraudulent. In all 
cases of questionable val-
ue, such as promises of 
guaranteed income from 
work-at-home programs - if 
it sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it is. 
If you have questions or 
doubts about any ad on 
these pages, we advise that 
before responding or send-
ing money ahead of time, 
you check with the Better 
Business Bureau at 
772-878-2010 for previous 
complaints.

Some 800 and 900 telephone 
numbers may require an 
extra charge, as well as 
long distance toll costs. We 
will do our best to alert our 
reader of these charges in 
the ads, but occasionally 
we may not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if you 
call a number out of your 
area, use caution.

Services
400400

Babysitting 405
Child Care Needed410
Child Care Offered415
Instruction 420
Services Offered425
Insurance 430
Medical Services435

Handyman Services

DEE’S MINOR REPAIR
& Pressure Washing
Cool Sealing, Painting,

Carpentry & Much More!
No Job Too Big or Small. 

(863)467-2917
or (863)261-6425

License # 5698 & #1126

? NEED HELP ?
CALL GEORGE CARTER
Painting, Repairs, Carpentry

Power Washing
FREE CONSULTATION

(863)763-4775

Tax Services

TAX RETURNS
 I will do simple

 returns for
 $50-$100. 

(863)467-7999

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

Employment
Full Time 0205

Merchandise
500500
Air Conditioners 505
Antiques 510
Appliances 515
Appliance Parts 520
Beauty Supplies 525
Bicycles 530
Books & Magazines535
Building Materials540
Business Equipment 545
Carpets/Rugs 550
Children’s Items 555
China, Glassware, Etc. 560
Clothing 565
Coins/Stamps 570
Collectibles 575
Computer/Video 580
Crafts/Supplies 585
Cruises 590
Drapes, Linens & Fabrics 595
Fireplace Fixture 600
Firewood 605
Furniture 610
Furs 615
Health & Reducing 
Equipment 620
Heating Equipment/
Supplies 625
Household Items 630
Jewelry 635
Lamps/Lights 640
Luggage 645
Medical Items 650
Miscellaneous 655
Musical Instruments 660
Office Supplies/
Equipment 665
Pets/Supplies/
Services 670
Photography 675
Plumbing Supplies 680
Pools & Supplies 685
Restaurant 
Equipment 690
Satellite 695
Sewing Machines 700
Sporting Goods 705
Stereo Equipment 710
Television/Radio 715
Tickets 720
Tools 725
Toys & Games 730
VCRs 735
Wanted to Buy 740

Appliances 0515

TWO WHIRLPOOL Refrigera-
tors (interchangeable parts) 
$250 for both 
(863)484-0210

Bicycles 0530

EXCELLENT Ladies TREK bike 
has balloon tires, cost $400 
asking $275 (863)763-3796

Building 
Materials 0540

BIG POLES - 20’ x 18” and up 
$3.50 per foot. 
772-260-4514

Computer/
Supplies 0580

DELL Desktop Computer and 
monitor with keypad $150 
(772)205-0121

Golf Clubs/
Equipment 0618

CLUB CAR - Used, Good con-
dition, charger, $900 or best 
offer. (863)697-1350

Employment
Full Time 0205

Guns/Supplies 0619

WALTHER P38 (Pre WW2) 
w/12 GA. Pump, Acces & 
books $1000 
(863)484-0210

Miscellaneous 0655

IIONIZERS - 2 - Like new, 
black tower model. $175 
(863)763-3932

Large Musical Carousel with 
table $200 (772)205-0121

MANY ITEMS for sale - Lg ca-
pacity fl oor freezer $75, Lg 
wood dining table & hutch 
$150, Offi ce Desk $75, Re-
tired mechanic tools $5 and 
up, Patio furn $50. 
(772)205-0121

WATER SYSTEM - Complete, 
1.5hp pump, water softener, 
Pressure tank. New $1250. 
Asking $650. (863)763-3932

Pets/Supplies 0670

FEMALE SHIHTZU - Black & 
White, short haired, great 
with kids, mostly indoor dog. 
Spade $400 (863)467-8743

Sporting Goods0705

Golf Clubs - 300 misc clubs, 
including sets, drivers, put-
ters & F.W. woods, $1700 
will separate (863)946-3123

Television 0715

THREE Color 27” TV’s - $40 
each. FIRM (863)610-0685

Agriculture
800800
Christmas Trees 745
Farm Equipment 805
Farm Feed/Products 810
Farm Miscellaneous 815
Farm Produce 820
Farm Services
Offered 825
Farm Supplies/
Services Wanted 830
Fertilizer 835
Horses 840
Landscaping
Supplies 845
Lawn & Garden 850
Livestock 855
Poultry/Supplies 860
Seeds/Plants/
Flowers 865

Farm Feed/
Products 0810

HAY - Fertilized. Argentina Ba-
hia 4x5 Round Bales.  $30ea 
or $25 for 4 or more. South 
Basinger (863)228-0073

Livestock 0855

PASTURE GATES -From 4’ to 
16’ Like new but half the 
cost. Starting @ $31.00 to 
$57.00 (863)610-2206

Rentals
900900
Apartments 905
Business Places 910
Commercial
Property 915
Condos/
Townhouses - Rent920
Farm Property - 
Rent 925
House - Rent 930
Land - Rent 935
Resort Property - 
Rent 945
Roommate 950
Rooms to Rent 955
Storage Space -
Rent 960

Apartments 0905

BEAUTIFUL  SAMANTHA’S 
GARDEN APTS -  In Town, 
2br/2ba, W&D, $850 mo. + 
$500.  sec.  (863)634-5780

KINGS BAY - 2/2, $695 per 
mo 1st & last, no pets. Avail 
after 2/22/09 
(863)763-7301 or 
(863) 697-1623

KINGS BAY - 2/2, $695 per 
mo 1st & last, no pets 
(863)763-7301 or 
(863) 697-1623

OKEECHOBEE, 2BR, 1BA, 
Near town. $750 mo. An-
nual Lease Sec-8 OK.   
561-255-4377

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi ciency. 
Very clean! $600/mo. In-
cludes utilities. No pets. Call 
561-329-8205

Houses - Rent 0930

PRIVATE
WATERFRONT

RENTAL

Rent to Own 
with 10% down

2/2 on the rim canal,
washer & dryer,

large storage shed, 
fenced yard. 

$850 plus utilities

863-467-8683
BASSWOOD - 3br, 2ba, 2 car 

garage, $950/mo will take 
Section 8, will rent with op-
tion to buy  (772)323-4758

BASSWOOD ESTATES 3 BR, 2 
BA w/Den, All appl. including 
W&D. 1 Car Garage. $1050 
mo. (954)303-9804

DIXIE RANCH Acres- 2br/1ba 
duplex $500 month + $400 
dep., includes water, lawn, 
garbage, NO PETS. Call 
(863) 467-9029

DUPLEX - 2/1, CBS, screen 
porch, W/D, yard, inclds wa-
ter, 1 month free  $550/mo

HOME - 2/1, large yard, car-
port, CBS, $695/mo, 1 
month free

 (863)467-2100 
Century 21 Horizon

FT DRUM - 1/1 on four acres, 
new cabinets and carpet 
$625 mo. (912) 224-4658 
or (734) 637-2697

OKECHOBEE - 3BR/1BA Du-
plex, DW. W&D Hookup, 
central a/c & heat. $750 mo. 
+ $500 sec. (863)763-4414

OKEECHOBEE, 3br, 1ba, Lg 
yard, inside city limits, $800. 
mo. + Util., 1st & Last mo. 
sec. dep. (863)990-3294

OKEECHOBEE- On the water, 
1br, 1ba, fully furn. W&D, 
Elec & satellite, HBO incld., 
$600/mo. (863)467-1950

Rent to own or sell 3/1 CBS, 
new roof, newly renovated 
$99,900 (561)801-3002

Roommate 0950

FEMALE looking for female 
roommate for house in Oak-
park. $325/mo. All utils. incl. 
Call 863-261-5789

RIVER OAK ACRES - New 
Home (Off Hwy 70 W). Full 
house priv. $550. mo. All util. 
included. (561)723-1849

Real Estate
10001000
Business Places -
Sale 1005
Commercial
Property - Sale 1010
Condos/
Townhouses - Sale1015
Farms - Sale 1020
Houses - Sale 1025
Hunting Property 1030
Investment
Property - Sale 1035
Land - Sale 1040
Lots - Sale 1045
Open House 1050
Out of State -
Property - Sale 1055
Property Inspection1060
Real Estate Wanted1065
Resort Property -
Sale 1070
Warehouse Space 1075
Waterfront Property 1080

Houses - Sale 1025

INDIAN HAMMOCK - New 3/2 
two story on 2.89 acres, 
$275000. Also have a 2.85 
acres lot $59,900. Okeecho-
bee 36th st N. 2/1/1 CBS 
$65,000  Canal Point ridge 
facing lake 3/1 on half acre 
$70,000. And 3/2 $85,000 
R e a l t o r / O w n e r 
(561)635-8478

LAZY 7 AREA - 4/2 CBS, Po-
tential short sale, motivated 
seller, 8350 SW 9th St. 
(863)634-6056

Land - Sale 1040

LaBelle 2280 Phillips Rd. 6 
acres, 3 septic tanks, 2 mo-
bile homes (ready for in-
come). Can build 3 houses 
$320,000   786-306-8448 
or 305-949-0250

Lots - Sale 1045

5 Acres- 5 minutes north of 
town off 441, cleared 
$79,900.00 (561)801-3002

Waterfront
Property 1080

BHR - Furn Modular home 3/2 
w/Fl Room, Incl 3 HD TV’s. 
Just updated plumbing, 
elect, new sod & sprink sys, 
fenced, boat ramp, dock, 
conc drive, car port, shed. 

$138.500 OBO      
(561)818-2348

LAKEPORT- Lake Okeechobee 
access 2/1 CBS, fully furn, 2 
boat-boathouse w/1.5 bath, 
laundry, shop w/auto doors, 
fi sh cleaning screenroom. 
Too many extras to list, in-
cludes Bass boat and air 
boat $250,000 Bill Smith 
(941)772-8898 or 
(941) 448-0367

Mobile Homes
30002000
Mobile Home - Lots 2005
Mobile Home - Parts 2010
Mobile Homes - Rent 2015
Mobile Homes - Sale 2020

Mobile Home
Rent 2015

CABIN - 1/1, IN ADULT COM-
MUNITY 55 +, $525. MO + 
Sec, (863)763-7164

KISSIMMEE RIVER ESTATES - 
2/1, 2 Car garage, $500 MO 
+ dep.  (863)467-8062

ON RIM CANAL: Small, 1 
Bdrm., $450 mo. (includes 
utilities). + $300 sec. dep. 
(863)697-0214

TAYLOR CREEK 3/2 Lake Ac-
cess. $975 plus utilities, 1st, 
last & sec. No pets. Rent or 
Buy. (772)463-4465

Mobile Home
Sale 2020

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Behind Bill’s Mini Mart,           
2 br, 2 ba, nice corner lot,         
$50,000  (863)467-2156

LARKEE LAKES-  2BR/1BA, on 
culdesac, has renter in 
place. $50,000. Call 

(863)467-2156

Mobile Home
Sale 2020

KINGS MH PARK - 48 x 12 
Furn 1/1 w/21’ concrete 
porch & roof, in good cond. 
On rented lot. Must see to 
appreciate. Reduced $7000  
(863)467-8773

Recreation
30003000
Boats 3005
Campers/RVs 3010
Jet Skiis 3015
Marine Accessories 3020
Marine Miscellaneous 3025
Motorcycles 3030
Sport Vehicles/ATVs 3035

Boats 3005

AIRBOAT - 220 Ground power, 
12’4”, alum sides, fi berglass 
hull. $6500 OBO 
(863)357-3567 after 5 pm

Aluminum Star craft boat - 14’ 
with 15 horse motor and 
trailer $900 (269)240-0797

TRACKER Alum boat, 2001, 
16’, 1999, 40 hp merc, 2 
depth fdrs, trolling mtr 
$3500 or best offer 
(309)337-9083

Campers/RVs 3010

MUST SELL NOW - Loaded 
2009 Puma, 33 ft, 2 br, 2 
slides, 19” color TV-
DVD,Bradenton-$17,700 
(321) 287-8747

TRAVEL TRAILER - 31’ with 
screen room attached. can 
be seen at Lakeside RV Park 
4074, 441 SE Lot#4. Okee. 
$3000 (269)240-0797

Motorcycles 3030

HARLEY DAVIDSON Heritage, 
1994 - 18,000 miles, runs 
great, $8000 or trade for 
travel trailer (863)357-1340

Automobiles
40004000
Automobiles 4005
Autos Wanted 4010
Classic Cars 4015
Commercial Trucks 4020
Construction
Equipment 4025
Foreign Cars 4030
Four Wheel Drive 4035
Heavy Duty Trucks 4040
Parts - Repairs 4045
Pickup Trucks 4050
Sport Utility 4055
Tractor Trailers 4060
Utility Trailers 4065
Vans 4070

Automobiles 4005

BUICK PARK AVENUE - One 
owner, 28450 actual miles 
$6900 (863)763-8132

OTHER  1999 - Fleetwood Dis-
covery Motorhome w/2 pull-
outs. Exc. Cond.  $78000. 
(239)633-6903 

TOYOTA COROLLA - 2001 
Grey, 47000 miles. Auto,tilt, 
cruise. Excell cond. $4,950 
(812)989-3022

TWO STOCK CARS - One 
1979 Malibu and one 1979 
Z28 Camaro $2400 for both 
or will separate. 
(772)323-7096

Golf Carts 4037

GOLF CART - Club Car, 48 
volt, elect, sun roof, used , 
Excellent cond. $1750 or 
best offer (863)467-2824

Pickup Trucks 4050

CHEVY SILVERADO - 2002 
One owner, 47450 Actual 
miles.  $12,900 
(863)763-8132

FORD  2000 - Pickup truck, 
Exc. Cond. Auto. V-8,50,000 
miles  $7000/or best offer. 
(239)633-6903 

Utility Trailers 4065

Haulmark - 2006, 6 x 12 V-
Nose, fold down rear ramp, 
side door $1,850 
(863)763-0944

Utility Trailers 4065

TANDEM double axle 19’ $800
OBO, 32’ heavy duty $400 
OBO (863)357-3567 after 5
pm

Public Notices
50005000
Public Notice 5005
State Public -
Legal Notice 5500

Public Notice 5005

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
 OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2008-CP-255
JUDGE: F. SHIELDS McMANUS

IN RE: The Estate of
  JULIA MAY JONES
  a/k/a JULIA MAY PAGE,
     Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of JULIA
MAY JONES a/k/a JULIA MAY PAGE,
Deceased, whose date of death was
June 12, 2008, and whose social se-
curity number is 455-42-7879, Case
Number 2008-CP-255, is pending in
the Circuit Court for Okeechobee
County, Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is 312 Northwest 3rd
Street, Suite 125, Okeechobee, Florida
34972. The names and addresses of
the Personal Representatives and the
Personal Representative’s attorney are
set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate, on whom a
copy of this notice is required to be
served must fi le their claims with this
Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE
(3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or de-
mands against the decedent’s estate,
must fi le their claims with this Court
WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SEC-
TION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PRO-
BATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIOD
SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AF-
TER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the fi rst publication of this
Notice is  February 20th, 2009.

MARY ANN TEMPLE
Personal Representative

9124 SE 63rd Drive
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Law Offi ce of
CASSELS & McCALL
BY: JOHN D. CASSELS, JR.
Attorney for Personal Representative
400 NW 2nd Street/PO Box 968
Okeechobee, Florida 34973
(863) 763-3131
Fla Bar No.: 0261521
311073 ON 2/20,27/09

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2008 CP 214

IN RE: ESTATE OF
 JUAN LEON PANTOJA-GARCIA
 A/K/A LEON JUAN PANTOJA-GARCIA
     Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Juan
Leon Pantoja-Garcia a/k/a Leon Juan
Pantoja-Garcia, deceased, whose date
of death was October 10, 2006, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Okee-
chobee County, Florida. Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is 312 NW
3rd Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972.
The names and addresses of the per-
sonal representative and the personal
representative’s attorney are set forth
below.

All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate on whom a
copy of this notice is required to be
served must fi le their claims with this
court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate must fi le 
their claims with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SEC-
TION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PRO-
BATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS
SET FORTH ABOVE. ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER
THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS
BARRED.

The date of fi rst publication of this notice
is February 20th, 2009.

Personal Representative:
Frederick C. Heidgerd

600 W. Hillsboro Blvd., Suite 520
Deerfi eld Beach, Florida 33441

Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frederick C. Heidgerd, Esq.
Attorney for Frederick C. Heidgerd
Florida Bar No. 215244
Frederick C. Heidgerd, P.A.
600 W. Hillsboro Boulevard
Suite 520
Deerfi eld Beach, FL 33441
Telephone: (954) 429-3115
Fax: (954) 429-3120
311054 ON 2/20,27/09

How to place 
your ad:

IT’S EASY, JUST GO TO:
� www.newszap.com

click on classifieds

OR EMAIL:
� For Legal Ads:

legalads@newszap.com

� For All Other Classified Ads:
classads@newszap.com

BUSINESS HOURS
� Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINES
� Wednesday

11 a.m. Tuesday for Wednesday publication

� Friday
11 a.m.Thursay for Friday publication

� Sunday
Friday 10 a.m. for Sunday publication

GUIDELINES FOR PLACING   
FREE ADS!

• All personal items under $5,000
ABSOLUTELY FREE when placed online

•  Ads phoned in subject to charge.

• Price must be included in ad

• Private parties only

• 2 items per household per issue

OKEE

Published 3 weeks* in all of our Florida papers: Caloosa Belle, Clewiston News, Glades County Democrat,
Immokalee Bulletin, Okeechobee News, and The Sun

* Ads will run in the Wednesday Okeechobee News and weekly publications.
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Primates, and other potentially danger-
ous animals, don’t make good pets

A violent attack on a woman in Con-
necticut last week by a 200-pound pet 
chimpanzee has sparked renewed nation-
wide debate about exotic animals as pets.

The Feb. 16 attack left a 55-year-old 
woman in critical condition with “life-alter-
ing” injuries to her face and hands.

The case is a sobering reminder that no 
matter how well the owner treats, or bonds 
with, a Class One (potentially very danger-
ous) animal, its instincts will take over at 

some point, and it will behave like the wild 
animal it is, and it can pose a threat to peo-
ple. These are, after all, huge, strong, wild 
animals with sharp teeth.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC), which licenses 

and monitors ownership 
of exotic species, reminds 
people to be cautious around 
wild animals and to do their 
homework regarding state 
regulations, here and else-
where. People can go to the 
FWC’s Web site, MyFWC.
com, and click on “Ask FWC” 
to learn more about regula-
tions governing Class One 
animals and other captive 
wildlife. Those who live in 
the same neighborhoods as 
captive chimpanzees, lions or 
other potentially dangerous 
animals should make sure the 
owners’ permits are in order. 
Florida banned possession of 
primates as pets in 1980. Flor-
ida authorities recognized the 
need for the prohibition after 

a series of attacks here during the 1970s. 
However, there are still many exotic pets in 
this state, particularly in Southwest Florida. 
A handful of people who owned Class One 
animals before the law took effect still have 
permits for their pet chimpanzees, tigers, 
lions and others. As the pets die, the state 
revokes the licenses.

Nineteen other states and the District of 
Columbia have similar laws on the books, 
but efforts to pass a federal law, in the 
wake of two chimps mauling a California 
man, have stalled since 2005.

Sanctuaries in Florida are allowed to 
have primates. A monkey given up by a Min-
nesota owner and transferred to a Gaines-
ville facility had attacked the woman’s two 
daughters. She described the monkeys as 
“unpredictable” and said they have atti-
tude problems. That’s a typical reaction of 
individuals who took in such pets without 
a thorough understanding of the animals’ 
needs or the instincts that drive them.

Meanwhile, people across the country 
should think twice about whether they 
want to share space with a chimpanzee or 
other animal that is quite capable of injur-
ing or killing a human being.

LEGAL NOTICE

Okee Warehouses, 2671 Highway 70 
West, Okeechobee, FL, will be con-
ducting a public sale or otherwise dis-
pose of contents of the following units 
to satisfy the delinquent storage lien. 
This ad placed in accordance with 
Florida Statutes 1985, Section 83.806.

      NAME                       UNIT #
  Stefanie Arnold              9-46
  Gilbert Chapa                 6-49
  Frank Coleman               9-11
  Angela Davis                  9-33
  Roy Douglas                  4-04
  Thaddius Henderson      7-17
  Rosita Martinez              6-18, 7-01
  Chris Stanley                  8-54
  Jason Wheeler               2-03
  Mary Willis                     8-52, 9-36

Sale will be conducted at Okee Ware-
houses at the above address on Satur-
day, March 7, 2009 at 9:00 AM.

The offi ce is located at Galaxy Ware-
houses, 3050 S.W. 3rd Terrace, Okee-
chobee. 863-763-5044.

Items for disposition include miscellane-
ous household items, offi ce equip-
ment, toys and tools.

311318 ON  2/20,27/09

LEGAL NOTICE

Galaxy Warehouses, 3050 S.W. 3rd Ter-
race, Okeechobee, FL, will be conduct-
ing a public sale or otherwise dispose 
of contents of the following units to 
satisfy the delinquent storage lien. This 
ad place in accordance with Florida 
Statutes 1985, Section 83.806.

   Units To Be Sold Are:         Unit #

       David Holmes                   73
       Cathy Odom                   131
       Okeechobee Abstract      135
      
Disposition will take place at Galaxy 

Warehouses at the above address on 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 at 8:00 AM.

The Offi ce is located at the same ad-
dress. 863-763-5044.

Items for sale include miscellaneous 
household items, offi ce equipment, 
toys and tools. Open door sale. Cash 
only. A $20.00 cleaning deposit will be 
taken and will be refunded when unit 
has been cleaned out.

311317 ON  2/20,27/09

LEGAL NOTICE
A public auction will be held at BMJ Tow-

ing, Inc. Lot at 414 South Parrott Ave-
nue, Okeechobee, Florida 34974 on 
Friday the 13th day of March, 2009 
from 10:00-11:00 A.M. Pursuant to 
Florida statute 713.78 for unpaid tow-
ing and storage. Year, Make, Model & 
Vin’s as follows:

1990 White Ford PU
1FTDF15N6LNA73813

Terms of sale are cash, and no checks 
will be accepted. The seller reserves 
the right of fi nal bid. All sales are fi nal. 
No refunds will be made. Said automo-
biles will be sold in “AS IS” with no 
guarantees.

311985 ON  2/27/09

lar session on Tuesday, March 10, 2009 at 8:30 A.M., at the Okeechobee Utility 
Authority Offi ces, 100 SW 5th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida.

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, if a person decides to appeal any 
decision made by the Authority with respect to such meetings, he or she will need 
a record of proceedings and for such purpose may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceedings is made; which record includes the testimony and evi-
dence upon which the appeal is based.  Such person may provide a court report-
er, stenographer, or tape recorder for such verbatim record.

BY ORDER OF THE OKEECHOBEE
UTILITY AUTHORITY
      
John F. Hayford
Executive Director
311297 ON 2/27/09

CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee will meet 
in Regular Session on Tuesday, March 3, 2009, 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd 
Ave., Rm 200, Okeechobee, Florida. The public is invited and encouraged to at-
tend. A copy of the agenda will be available on our website at www.cityofokee-
chobee.com, or contact City Administration at (863) 763-3372 x212.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that if any person desires to appeal any 
decision made by the City Council with respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting, such interested person will need a record of the proceedings, and for 
such purpose may need to ensure a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. City Clerk media are used for the sole purpose of back-up for the Clerk’s 
Offi ce.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Florida Statute 
286.26, persons with disabilities needing special accommodation to participate in 
this proceeding should contact Lane Gamiotea, no later than two (2) working 
days prior to the proceeding at 863-763-3372 x214; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call TDD 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY).

By: James E. Kirk, Mayor
      Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk
312067 ON 2/27/09

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO.: 2008-CA-173

CITIMORTGAGE, INC.,
    PLAINTIFF
VS.
MARK RINEHART; UNKNOWN SPOUSE 

OF MARK RINEHART, IF ANY; AND 
ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING 
BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND 
AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED INDI-
VIDUAL DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE 
NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, 
WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES 
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES OR OTHERCLAIMANTS; 
JOHN DOE AND JANE DOE AS UN-
KNOWN TENANTS IN POSSESSION

   DEFENDANT(S)

RE-NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a 
Order Granting the Motion to Reset 
Foreclosure Sale dated January 21,  
2009 entered in Civil Case No. 2008-
CA-173 of the Circuit Court of the 19th 
Judicial Circuit in and for OKEECHO-
BEE County, Okeechobee, Florida, I 
will sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash at the Jury Assembly Room, 
2nd Floor of the OKEECHOBEE Judicial 
Center, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeecho-
bee, Florida, at 11:00 am on the 4th 
day of March, 2009, the following de-
scribed property as set forth in said 
Summary Final Judgment, to-wit:

  LOT 2, BLOCK 52, BASSWOOD, UNIT 
5, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF, AS RECORDED, AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 51, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

  Any person claiming an interest in the 
surplus from the sale, if any, other than 
the property owner as of the date of the 
lis pendens, must fi le a claim within 60 
days after the sale.
  Dated this 18th day of February, 2009.

SHARON ROBERTSON
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

BY: /s/ SANDRA L. CREECH
DEPUTY CLERK

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, persons 
with disabilities needing a special ac-
commodation to participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact COURT 
ADMINISTRATION at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 or 
call 1-772-807-4370, 1-800-955-8771 
(TDD) or 1-800-955-8770, via Florida 
Relay Service.
DAVID J. STERN, P.A.
900 SOUTH PINE ISLAND ROAD
SUITE 400
PLANTATION, FL 33324-3920
(954) 233-8000
311326 ON  2/20,27/09

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2008-CA-45

AFRC REALTY CORP.,
 a Florida Corporation,
     Plaintiff
v.
WATERDANCE AT OKEECHOBEE, LLC, a 

Florida Limited Liability Company; 
REYNALDO DIAZ; MODABI HOMES 
OF FLORIDA CITY, LLC, a Florida 
Limited Liability Company,

     Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to 
an Order of Final Judgment of Foreclo-
sure dated December 5, 2008, and en-
tered in Case No.: 2008-CA-45 the 
Circuit Court of the Nineteenth Judicial 
Circuit in and for Okeechobee County, 
Florida wherein AFRC REALTY CORP., is 
Plaintiff and WATERDANCE AT OKEE-
CHOBEE, LLC and MODABI HOMES OF 
FLORIDA CITY, LLC are  Defendants, the 
Clerk of the Court of Okeechobee County, 
Florida, will sell to the highest and best 
bidder for cash at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, 312 North West 
3rd Street, 2nd Floor, Jury Assembly 
Room, Okeechobee, Florida, at 11:00 
o’clock A.M. on the 11th day of March, 
2009,  the property described as follows:

PARCEL 1:
THAT PORTION OF PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED IN O.R.. BOOK 582, PAGE 
1311, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHO-
BEE COUNTY, FLORIDA IN SECTION 34, 
TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 35 EAST, 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY FLORIDA, BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING AT THE 1/4 SECTION 
CORNER ON THE EAST BOUNDARY LINE 
OF SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, 
RANGE 35 EAST, THENCE RUN WEST 
ALONG THE 1/4 SECTION LINE FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 1,688.34 FEET; THENCE 
BEAR SOUTH 0º02’12” WEST A DIS-
TANCE OF 660.04 FEET TO THE NORTH-
EAST CORNER OF SAID PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN O.R. BOOK 582, PAGE 
1311, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHO-
BEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING;

THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH 0º02’12” 
WEST ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY OF 
THAT PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN O.R. 
BOOK 582, PAGE 1311, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA TO THE INTERSECTION WITH 
A CURVE IN THE NORTHERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD NUMBER 
15, A DISTANCE OF 724.73 FEET;

SAID CURVE CONCAVING TO THE 
NORTHWEST AND HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 5,696.58 FEET AND A CENTRAL AN-
GLE OF 3º57’49”;

THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG ARC 
OF CURVE IN THE NORTHERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD NUMBER 
15 A DISTANCE OF 394.09 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF TANGENCY;

THENCE BEAR SOUTH 69º24’55” WEST, 
ALONG THE NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD NUMBER 15 
TO THE INTERSECTION WITH THE 
WESTERLY BOUNDARY OF THE PROP-
ERTY DESCRIBED IN O.R. BOOK 582, 
PAGE 1311, PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, A 
DISTANCE OF 211.64 FEET;

THENCE BEAR NORTH 01º32’52” WEST, 
TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THAT 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN O.R. BOOK 
582, PAGE 1311, PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA A DIS-
TANCE OF 944.41 FEET;

THENCE BEAR NORTH 89º23’16” EAST 
A DISTANCE OF 587.98 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.

PARCEL 2.
COMMENCE AT A POINT ON THE 
SOUTHERN RIGHT-OF-WAY OF S.R. 15 
WHERE THE EAST BOUNDARD OF THE 
WEST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF THE SOUTHEAST 
1/4 OF SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 37 
SOUTH, RANGE 35 EAST INTERSECTS 
SAID SOUTHERN RIGHT-OF-WAY OF 
SAID S.R. 15, AND PROCEED IN A 
SOUTHERLY DIRECTION ALONG THE 
SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF SAID RIGHT-
OF-WAY A DISTANCE OF 157.59 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE 
CONTINUE ALONG THE SAID SOUTH 
BOUNDARY OF S.R. 15 RIGHT-OF-WAY 
IN A SOUTHWESTERLY DIRECTION A 
DISTANCE OF 104.34 FEET TO A POINT; 
THENCE SOUTH 00º01’05” EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 132.60 FEET TO A POINT; 
THENCE PROCEED NORTH 74º35’42” 
EAST A DISTANCE OF 104.25 FEET TO A 
POINT; THENCE NORTH 01º21’18” 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 144.66 FEET; 
MORE OR LESS, TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING. ALL BEING IN SECTION 34, 
TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 35 EAST.

   The above land lying and being in  
Okeechobee County, Florida.

   Address: 949 Hwy 441 SE,
   Okeechobee, FL

   Any person claiming an interest in the 
surplus from the sale, if any, other than 
the property owner as of the date of the 
lis pendens, must fi le a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

   Any persons needing special accom-
modations for disabilities should contact 
the Court administrator at 
1-702-807-4370. Those persons who 
are hearing impaired may contact 
1-800-955-8771 for accommodations. 
Those persons who are voice impaired 
may contact 1-800-955-8770 for ac-
commodations.

   WITNESS my hand and Seal of the 
Court on February 3,  2009.

SHARON ROBERTSON
As Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ Sandra L. Creech
Deputy Clerk

Paul J. Lane, Esquire
2755 East Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 300
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306
954-566-0004
311304 ON 02/20,27/09

ACROSS
1 Great deal
7 Fabric arranged

in randomly
falling folds

14 Globe opening
15 Bugs Bunny, for

one
16 Street event?
17 Picking on
18 Palm application
20 Engagement

enders?
21 Long time, in La

Paz
22 Burn-prevention

rating, briefly
24 All the rest: Abbr.
28 Holy holders
30 Fault line?
33 No longer able to

get out
35 Curing solution
37 “Wise Blood”

author
39 Some protests
40 Bratty
41 Slider’s shout
42 Fair
43 Payment made

by hand?
44 10-Down et al.:

Abbr.
46 Sound

repeatedly
48 Sole tempter
51 Start of an old

news
announcement

57 Iconic agent of
the ’60s

59 Genteel rejection
60 Nutty, in a way
61 Links with
62 The Bitterroot

Range is on its
western border

63 Deceptive pitch

DOWN
1 Dis
2 Sch. with the

motto “Fiat lux”
3 Tennis Hall of

Famer Smith
4 You might hear

music on it

5 Name 
associated with a
WWII turning
point

6 Young
entrepreneur’s
product

7 Roman greeting
8 Like-minded gps.
9 Parisian

possessive
10 Union member

since 1850
11 Rock variety
12 Film villain with

prosthetic hands
13 Head shots,

briefly?
15 Rye source
19 Veronica

performers
23 Mail svc. option
24 Irk
25 Consequence of

joining a union?
26 Put away
27 Player
29 Get behind
31 Nut-bearing

conifer
32 Pangolin feature

34 Dawning
36 Language that

gave us “hubbub”
38 Nuclear reactor

needs
45 Welcome warmly
47 Seventh-century

pope
48 Show glee
49 Some rounds
50 “Project Runway

Canada” host

52 TV heroine who
threw a weapon
called a chakram

53 Storm’s
supergroup

54 Checklist item
55 Heart __
56 Asteroid group

that includes
Eros

58 Little black book
successor

By Doug Peterson
(c)2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 11/29/08

11/29/08

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Sudoku

Crossword Puzzle

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Both the Okeechobee boy’s and 
girl’s tennis teams had an easy time 
Tuesday as they defeated Lake Placid at 
the Okeechobee sports complex.

The Lady Brahmans swept their 
match 7-0 while the boy’s team won 
their match, 6-1.

Kari Berger led the Lady team with 
a 6-0, 6-1 victory over Jessica Landers 
in the top seed match. Shaina Ragamat 
defeated Jalitza Serrano, 6-1, 6-0, and Al-
isha Wilcox defeated Johnessia Sholtz, 
6-1, 6-0. Katie Walker won a competitive 
match with Sierra Weaver 6-4, 7-6 (7-5 
in the tie break). Katherine Ragamat fi n-
ished off the sweep in singles with a 6-3, 
6-1 win over Colby Royce.

In doubles the team of Berger and 
Shaina Ragamat defeated Landers and 
Sholtz 8-0. The team of Wilcox and 
Katherine Ragamat won their doubles 
match over Serrano and Royce, 8-3.

The girls team improved to (3-0) on 
the season.

Corey White led the boy’s team with 
a 6-0, 6-1 win over Martin Oseguera. He 
noted he didn’t try to do too much with 
his shots because of the windy condi-
tions.

“I played the same kid last year and 
we had a very competitive and intense 
match. I think today with the wind I 

just got more shots in than he did,” he 
noted.

White was never really pushed in the 
match as he held serve and broke Os-
eguera’s serve several times. He praised 
his teammates for holding up their end 
this year.

“I did struggle with my serve due to 
the wind today. I slowed up the pace of 
my ground strokes so I could get more 
of them in. He kept trying to power the 
shots in and that’s why he missed more 
shots.”

Zach Fowler won the second seed 
singles match over Andy Olivares 6-2, 
6-0. He showed an improved serve and 
was able to win a lot of easy volleys.

“I feel like I’m playing very well,” 
Fowler said, “My serve is getting better. 
I just want to increase (the velocity) a 
little more.”

Fowler said the key to his success is 
to be calm and patient and not try to do 
too much with his shots. Against Oli-
veras he continuously took advantage 
of unforced errors on ground strokes.

“I try to make my opponent run. 
Sometimes they make me run, but I can 
get it back,” he said.

Fowler said his goals this year are to 
win districts and to defeat Martin Coun-
ty. He improved to (3-0) on the season 
and the team also improved to (3-0).

Alex Nielson won his singles match, 

6-4, and 6-2 over Andreas Berg. Michael 
Sweat of Lake Placid won their only 
match, 6-4, 6-3, over Max Norman. Kyle 
Lunt defeated Evan Chaput, 6-1, 6-0.

In the doubles matches, the team of 

White and Fowler defeated Oseguera 
and Oliveras 8-3. The team of Chris Weg-
man and Austin Willard of Okeechobee 
defeated Berg and Michael 9-8 (7-5).

p

FWC: Primates don’t make good pets

By Teresa Mataushek
Okeechobee News

Saturday, March 7, a 100 target fun 
shoot will be held at Quail Creek Planta-
tion, to benefi t Hospice of Okeechobee, 
Inc.

Registration begins at 8 a.m., course 
opens at 8:30 a.m., last shooter by 10 
a.m.

The shoot will be presented by: 5th 
Street Pharmacy, Gilbert Chevrolet/Gilbert 
Oil, Raulerson, Lawnwood and St. Lucie 
Medical Centers, Syfrett Feed Company/
Joseph Farish, Jr., Town Star Food Stores 
and Walpole Inc. and Walpole Feed.

George and Mary Beth Cooper will be 
serving lunch and Davey Raulerson will 
have a pot of his famous swamp cab-
bage.

There will be a drawing for lots of 
great participation prizes.

Now is the time to register your teams. 
Participation levels are:

• Gold sponsorship - $600: includes, 
up to 6 shooters, lunches, sign and rec-
ognition during awards ceremony.

• Team sponsorship - $375: includes, 
4 shooters, lunches and station sign on 
course.

• Station sponsorship - $100: in-
cludes, lunch for two and station sign on 
course.

• Individual shooter - $70: includes, 
100 target shooting round and lunch.

• Lunch only - $20.
All levels include one ticket for the 

drawing, per registered shooter. Extra 
tickets for great prizes will be available at 
the event.

For more information call 863-467-
2321 or fax inquiries to 863-763-7856.

Bass Busters Team Tourneys set
Anglers: Month two is upon us for 

the 2009 Bass Busters Team Tournament. 
The Silver Division tourney will be held 
on Saturday, Feb. 21. Team entry will be 
$60 (cash only please).

The Gold Division Tournament will be 
held on Sunday, Feb. 22 and entry will be 
$100 (cash only please.)

Tournaments start at safelight and 
end at 3 p.m. Weigh-ins are held at Ro-
land and Maryann Martin’s Marina at 3 
p.m. each day. There is a fi ve fi sh limit 
for each team and a 12 inch minimum 
size limit for the tournaments. State limit 
exemptions will be issued.

Look forward to seeing everyone 
there. For more information or current 
team standings, please visit our Web site 
at: www.bassbustersfl orida.com or call 
Chris Fickey, tournament director at: 941-
232-9539.

If you would like to share any information
with the Okeechobee News about an out-

doors event, or if you have a suggestion on 
something you have seen or would like to see

in the outdoors column, please email Teresa
Mataushek at tmataushek@newszap.com, 
call 863-763-3134, fax 863-763-5901 or log 

on to www.newszap.com and place it on the
Post Your News forum.

Local Hospice fun shoot to be held

Share your news and photos 

for this column by email to 

okeenews@newszap.com

Outdoors

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Corey White returns a volley dur-
ing Tuesday’s match with Lake 
Placid.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Zach Fowler returns a shot from the 
base line during Tuesday’s match 
with Lake Placid.

Submitted photo
Taylor Jennings, 7 and Lexie Jen-
nings, 4, show off the results of 
Taylor’s fi rst hunting trip with their 
Papaw. Do you have a picture of 
your prize kill or prize fi sh this 
hunting/fi shing season? Send it 
to us at tmataushek@newszap.
com or bring it to the Okeechobee 
News offi ce, and look for it in the 
Outdoors Column.



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Jonathan Crawford is in a groove 
at the plate and other teams better 
watch out.

The Brahman junior hit another 
homerun Tuesday, his third of the 
year, as Okeechobee pounded the 
Falcons of Forest Hill, 12-4, in boys 
baseball action in West Palm Beach.

Crawford’s blast to I-95 in the 
third inning tied the game at four and 
Okeechobee went on from there to 
claim an easy district victory.

“He’s always had this kind of po-
tential,” Brahman Coach Mark Ward 
said. “He had a pretty rough year last 
year and got down on himself and 
couldn’t pull himself out of it. This 
year he’s got his confi dence back, 
and he’s walking around with a big 
stick.”

Drew Selvey added three hits for 
Okeechobee who scored six runs 
in the fi fth inning to break open the 
game. Selvey had two doubles in the 
game.

Dustin Stokes got the victory on 
the mound. He allowed four runs in 
four innings, but none of the runs 
were earned. He struck out six Forest 
Hill batters.

Coach Ward said he could have 
used Stokes deeper into the game but 
that he didn’t want to see his pitch 
count get high early in the year. Early 
in the year you don’t want to get too 
high with pitch counts. He’s strong 
enough, but we’ve got enough arms 
and we don’t have to push the enve-
lope. We got guys that get after it and 
we’re pretty confi dent with them.”

Ward said the pitching mound at 
Forest Hill was in terrible shape. He 
compared it to cake mix. He said the 
team was fortunate that none of their 
pitchers were injured. “It was too 
soft and he couldn’t plant. When he 
planted his foot, he was sliding. The 

new clay apparently wasn’t packed 
down. Stokes is a big boy, and he’s 
throwing his weight around. He just 
didn’t have a solid foundation.”

Cameron Tewksbury pitched one 
inning of relief and Brandon Farless 
added two innings of scoreless relief 

for Okeechobee.
Forest Hill, (0-5), scored two runs 

in the fi rst and led 4-2 before Craw-
ford’s blast over the left fi eld wall. 
The Falcons scored twice when pick-
off plays at third were dropped by 
third baseman Mark Weir. “We still 

have got to work. We still got to play 
the games.

I still think our guys are good. 
There’s no doubt about it we have 
some pop in the lineup, which is 
exciting. We should come around. 
We’re still young and we have a new 

infi eld. It will be a day by day learn-
ing curve. We’ll get through it. The 
guys should get better. With the bats 
and the arms we have, it could be a 
pretty good formula.”

Former Brahman Blake Marsocci 
tossed a scoreless inning of relief for 

Stetson Tuesday night in their 4-2 
loss to Bethune Cookman.

The Brahmans return home on 
Friday night to host Glades Central. 
Game time is 7 p.m. The boys travel 
to John Carroll on Saturday. First 
pitch is 6 p.m.

We are now open 24/7

It’s Your Thing!

17735 Reservation Road Okeechobee, FL 34974

1.866.2.CASINO
www.seminolecasinobrighton.com

Highway 721 west of Lake Okeechobee on  
the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation

* Must be at least 18 years old to play Bingo & Poker. Complete rules available in the Bingo Hall or Poker Brush Stand. Bingo and Poker Jackpot as of January 27, 2009. See Player’s Club for complete details.  Must be at least 21 years old 
and a Seminole Player’s Club member to participate.  Management reserves all rights.  Persons who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible.  

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT.

s Your Thing!It’s Your Thing!

Hit it big on our Vegas-style slots, go all-in for some live poker action, or play your favorite  
high-stakes bingo! There’s a month full of action and always a great lineup of big giveaways!

Saturday Progressive Cash Drawings
Be on hand for a chance at $250. All unclaimed prizes roll over into the next drawing. 
There’s $10,000 up for grabs all month long.

Saturday, February 14
Valentine’s Day Giveaway – Win a trip for 2 to the romantic Little Palm Island! 
Free single flower for all Brighton guests while supplies last.
 

Plus...

  
  Tuesday Fat Cash Giveaways
  
  Bingo - 50/50 Jackpot - $8,121*
  
  And More!

! 

Civil Air Patrol meets weekly
The Civil Air Patrol is “Ameri-

ca’s Air Force Auxiliary, building 
the nation’s fi nest force of citizen 
volunteers - performing Missions 
for America” Our Mission is to 
“perform Homeland Security and 
humanitarian missions for our 
communities, states, and nation; 
developing our country’s youth; 
and educating our citizens on 
the importance of air and space 
power.” The Civil Air Patrol meets 
every Tuesday at the Okeechobee 
County Airport at 7:30 p.m. No 
experience is required, we pro-
vide the necessary training. If you 
are interested in Supporting your 
Community, Emergency Services, 
Aircraft, Radio Communications 
or our Cadet Program please stop 
by, guests are always welcome. 
For information please call Cap-
tain Joe Papasso at 561-252-0916 
or Lt. Greg Gernat at 863-697-
9915.

2010 Lake Okeechobee 
Calendar Photo Contest

Calling all shutterbugs! The 
South Florida Water Management 
District’s Okeechobee Service 
Center is seeking Lake Okeecho-
bee, Lake Istokpoga and Lower 
Kissimmee River Basin area digi-
tal photographs for the 2010 Lake 
Okeechobee Area calendar. Win-
ning images will be published 
as the featured monthly photos. 
Entry forms and contest rules are 
available on our website at: www.
sfwmd.gov/okee -- select “Info & 
Education.” This contest is open 
to amateur photographers only; 
individuals may submit up to 
three digital photos until July 31, 
2009. Please call 863-462-5260 
with any questions.

Outdoor Briefs

By Charles M. Murphy

Okeechobee News

Tyler Hayes and Donny Bush 
wrapped up their careers with 
their fourth appearance at the 
state tournament in Lakeland this 
past weekend.

While neither wrestler won a 
championship or made it deep 
into the tournament, both set 
records for OHS as they became 
the fi rst wrestlers to qualify for the 
state tournament in each of their 
four years of eligibility.

“We had high hopes on bring-
ing home a few pieces of hard-
ware, but that was not the case as 
all. Three wrestlers were unable 
to make it to the placing round,” 
Wrestling Coach Bruce Jahner 
said.

Josh Gruber, 119, competed in 
his fi rst state tournament. He also 
lost in the opening round.

Coach Jahner said his kids 
did their best and wrestled well, 
“It wasn’t because they did not 
wrestle to their potential but at 
this level any mistake or extra 
takedown changes the match 
score,” he noted.

Both Bush and Hayes expect 
to sign college scholarships to 
wrestle in the near future.

Brahman team
wrestlers compete 
at state tourney

Drew
Selvey

Jonathan
Crawford
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