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Boy Scouts selling 
discount cards

The Boy Scout Troop 964 are 

selling Scout Honor Discount 

cards. For only $20 you can get 

savings of up to 50% from over 

200,000 locations across the 

United States.

Some locations here in 

Okeechobee that offer the dis-

counts are: Big Lake Eye Care, 

The UPS Store, Beltone, Roto 

Rooter Plumbers, and more.

For more information or to 

purchase one of these discount 

cards call Alison Hudson at 

863-634-8628.

Chamber announces 
Pageant dates

Okeechobee Chamber of 

Commerce have announced 

the dates for the Annual Speck-

led Perch event and Beauty 

Pageant. The pageant will be 

held Jan. 17 at the K.O.A. Con-

vention Center.

Applications are available 

at the Chamber of Commerce. 

Deadline for entry is Jan. 5.

Applicants must be residents 

of Okeechobee. A $75 non re-

fundable fee will be required 

with each applicant.

New divisions for this year’s 

pageant are:

Tiny Mr. & Tiny Miss Speck-

led Perch - Ages - 2-3

Little Mr. & Little Miss Speck-

led Perch - Ages 4-6

Speckled Perch Prince - 

Ages - 6-8

Jr. Miss Speckled Perch - 

Ages - 9-12

Teen Miss Speckled Perch - 

Ages 13-15

Miss Speckled Perch - Ages 

16-19.

Briefs

14.1 feet 
Last Year: 10.28 feet

Lake Levels

Source: South Florida Water 
Management District. Depth 
given in feet above sea level

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The 4th District Court of Ap-
peals (DCA) has overturned 
the 2005 drug conviction of an 
Okeechobee man and ordered 
that his probation be reinstated.

The appeals court ruled Dec. 
19 that Jeremy Lee Smith’s “... 
free will was negated by the co-
ercive conduct ...” of a deputy 
with the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO).

Despite that ruling, Smith is 
still in the Okeechobee County 

Jail where he 
is waiting trial 
on a charge 
of fi rst-degree 
murder. Jail 
records indi-
cate Smith, 29, 
is being held 
without bond.

S m i t h ’ s 
2005 drug ar-
rest came about after the car in 
which he was a passenger was 
stopped by OCSO Deputy Don-
ald Ellis due to a non-functioning 
headlight. In his arrest report, 

Deputy Ellis stated that he asked 
the driver of the 1993 Pontiac, 
Charles Booker, to get out of the 
car. He also asked Smith and 
some other passengers to get 
out of the vehicle.

While performing a pat down 
search on Booker, Deputy Ellis 
stated in his report that he found 
two pipes, which are the type 
normally used to smoke crack 
cocaine, on the vehicle’s driver. 
Deputy Ellis also had his K-9 
Ruby perform a free air sniff of 
the vehicle but Ruby did not alert 
to the vehicle.

By this time, OCSO Deputy 
Raul Marrero had arrived on 
scene as back up.

According to DCA records, 
Smith and the other passengers 
were standing in a line next to 
each other while Booker was be-
ing searched. DCA records state 
that Deputy Marrero told Smith 
and the other passengers that 
“you know you all are about to 
be searched, do you have any-
thing on you?”

At this point, Smith gave the 
deputy a pill bottle containing 
methadone, alprazolam and 

oxycodone.
Because Deputy Marrero had 

to leave, Smith was arrested by 
Deputy Ellis.

Smith was then taken to the 
Okeechobee County Jail where 
he was found to be in posses-
sion of several pieces of crack co-
caine, as well as a small amount 
of powder cocaine. At that point 
he was charged with possession 
of methadone, possession of al-
prazolam, possession of perco-
cet (oxycodone) and possession 

Drug conviction overturned

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The City of Okeechobee 
and Okeechobee County gov-
ernments both face the same 
major problem in 2009 - using 
declining revenues to maintain 
an acceptable level of service 
while avoiding layoffs. Reve-
nues for the city and the county 
are down because sales and 
property taxes are down.

However, during the building 
boom two or three years ago, 
neither the city nor the county 
rapidly expanded governmen-
tal services or dramatically in-

creased spending as some ad-
joining local governments did. 

City, county
dealing with
less revenue

OHCF: Art show & calendar project

By Teresa Mataushek
Okeechobee News

The Big O’ Teen Anglers Inc., 
held their November tourna-
ment on Nov. 22, 2008 at Lock 
7 and a rather good day.

In the 11-14 division Ryan 
Edwards placed fi rst with a total 
fi sh weight of 2.09 lbs. He also 
took the Big Fish award with 
a fi sh weighing in at 2.09 lbs.; 
Ryan Folsom came in second 
place with a total fi sh weight of 
1.76 lbs. There was not a third 
place awarded in this division.

In the 15-18 division Mike 
Cornell took fi rst place with a 
total weight of 6.48 lbs.; Luke 
Joles trailed him in second 
place with 5.41 lbs.; Third place 
went to Chris Eaton with 3.93 
lbs. The big fi sh award went 
to Mike Cornell with a big fi sh 
weight of 3.93 lbs.

As always, the Big O’ Teen 
Anglers Inc., would like to give 
a big thanks to their boat cap-
tains for coming out and help-

ing the anglers. Those captains 
this tournament were: Kenny 
Farmer, Ernie Johnson, Dave 
Straight, Hooker Browning, Le-
roy Bauer, and Mike Zubncky.

Freedom Outreach minis-
tries held their December tour-

ney on Saturday, Dec. 28, 2008 
and had a great turn out.

If by some chance you were 
not able to participate in the last 
tournament, don’t fret, there 
will be another tournament 
held on Jan. 25, at the Sports-
man Canal (Hwy 78 ramp.)

Entry fee is $70 per boat, $10 
big fi sh pot and $5 towards the 
Classic. (70 percent payback.)

For more information or to 
get a registration form, call 863-
532-1718 or 863-634-3790. For 
a list of rules please log on to 
www.newszap.com and look 
on the Okeechobee Public Is-
sues Forum.

Don’t forget, Oakview Bap-
tist Church sponsors their 
Christian Team Trails fi shing 
tournaments on the fi rst Sat-
urday of every month. This 
month’s tournament will 
be held on Saturday, Jan. 3. 

Teen anglers are at it again

Submitted photo/OHCF
Leona Albritton, 97, was recognized as the Okeechobee Health Care Facility Senior Art-
ist and the Most Prolifi c Artist as she completed 25 paintings during ‘08. The calendars 
are available for purchase with the OHCF receptionist for $20, with all monies returned 
to the art program.

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda

Party animals
These alpacas, who appeared in the Okeechobee Christ-
mas Parade, are now ready to celebrate the New Year and 
attend tailgate parties. One of them is wearing a head-
dress reading “Happy New Year,” while the other two 
are wearing Florida Gator jerseys in anticipation of the 
national championship game. The alpacas are owned by 
Lorraine Loperido and Chuck Domm from Lorida.

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee County 
Health Department, Shared 
Services Network of Okeecho-
bee, Okeechobee County Fire 
Rescue and the Children’s 
Services Council are coming 
together once again will other 
local agencies and vendors for 
the second annual Okeecho-

bee Family Health and Safety 

Expo.

The Health and Safety Expo 

will be held at the Okeechobee 

Agri-Civic Center, 4200 S.R. 70 

E., on Saturday, Jan. 17, from 9 

a.m. until 2 p.m.

The Okeechobee County 

Board of County Commission-

Plans set
for Health,
Safety Expo

Share your news and photos 

for this column by email to 

okeenews@newszap.com

Outdoors

See Anglers — Page 11

Submitted photo/OHCF
Sandy Gage, 86, shown with her paintings at 
the Okeechobee Health Care Facility Resident 
Art Show, displaying the painting selected for 
December in the annual Resident Art Calen-
dar.

Submitted photo/OHCF
Catherine Neswick, 80, with her paint-
ing, which was selected as the Cal-
endar Cover Painting for the annual 
Okeechobee Health Care Facility Resident 
Art Calendar, an honor Miss Catherine 
has won numerous years.

See Drug — Page 9

See Revenue — Page 9

See Expo — Page 9

Jeremy Lee
Smith

Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
This is a recently poured
section of concrete side-
walk on S.W. Fifth Avenue.



The Okeechobee Community 
Theatre will hold auditions next 
week for its spring performance, 
with a special need for children 
and African-Americans to fi ll the 
available acting roles.

The organization continues 
the celebration of its 30th birthday 
season with a production of the 
stage adaptation of Harper Lee’s 
classic novel, “To Kill a Mocking-
bird,” scheduled for March.

Audition sessions for adults 
will be on Monday and Tuesday 
evenings, Jan. 5 and 6 at 7 p.m., at 
the theatre on S.W. Second Ave. 
at Seventh Street, in the block 
behind Golden Corral restaurant. 
Child try-outs will be on Thurs-
day, Jan. 8 at 7 p.m. in the same 
location. No previous acting ex-
perience is necessary.

“To Kill a Mockingbird” is con-

sidered one of the greatest books 
of the twentieth century, winning 
the Pulitzer Prize for Literature 
for its author. The movie took the 
Academy Award for Best Picture 
in 1961, and won Best Actor hon-
ors for Gregory Peck in the lead-
ing role of Atticus Finch.

The story looks at the injus-
tices of racial prejudice through 
the eyes of a young southern girl 
during the depression years of the 
1930s. It contains healthy doses 
of action, comedy, and mystery, 
addressing its serious subject 
without ever becoming heavy 
handed.

The show requires a larger 
than usual number of men in 
both speaking and non-speaking 
roles, along with the need for chil-
dren and African-Americans.

Available roles for children call 

for young people who either are, 
or appear to be of elementary 
school age. Auditioners must be 
outgoing, and capable of memo-
rizing and confi dently performing 
lines for a live audience. There is 
also a need for a girl in her mid to 
late teens or early to mid 20s who 
can appear to be about 19.

African-American roles are for 
performers in their late teens to 
70s. They include both speaking 
and non-speaking parts. Among 
the major characters to be cast are 
Tom Robinson, a strong but gen-

tle man who appears to be 25-35 
years of age. Reverend Sykes can 
be described as a dignifi ed and 
caring minister of anywhere from 
40-70 years of age. Calpurnia, a 
housekeeper in the home of a 
widowed father with two young 
children is attractive, intelligent, 
effi cient and fi rm but loving. She 
should be 25-50 years of age.

In addition, African-American 
non-speaking parts are available 
for three to fi ve women who brief-
ly sing a hymn or spiritual, and for 
a number of men who will appear 

in the courtroom scene to watch 
the trial of Tom Robinson.

The audition process is simple 
and non-threatening, accord-
ing to OCT Coordinator/Director, 
Ron Hayes. Auditioners will read 
a short passage to demonstrate 
their suitability for the roles to be 
fi lled.

“To Kill a Mockingbird” is 
the second in a season of three 
productions for the all volunteer 
community theatre group’s 30th 
season of producing live Broad-
way-style shows for local audi-

ences. Performances are sched-
uled for March 6, 7, 13, and 14
at 8 p.m. each evening. Reserved
seat tickets are $12 each, and will
be on sale at the Okeechobee
County Chamber of Commerce
after Feb. 9.

Anyone wishing more infor-
mation on the auditions, or any
other phase of the Okeechobee
Community Theatre’s programs,
may call Ron or Jaque Hayes at
863-763-1307.

Theatre seeks children and African-American performers

#1 VOLUME FORD DEALER ON THE TREASURE COAST!

USED CAR AND TRUCK
LIQUIDATION SALE

5435 U.S.1 South, Fort Pierce • 1/2 Mile South of Midway Road on U.S.1 • Ft. Pierce 461-6000 
CALL TOLL FREE OUTSIDE ST. LUCIE COUNTY 877-251-FORD (3673)

“From Our Family To Yours For Over 75 Years.”

*Available for qualified buyers through Ford Motor Credit. **Price(s) stated represent Employee Plan Price less all applicable rebates including Ford Credit Bonus Cash, available for qualified buyers through Ford Motor Credit.

2007

Mon.–Fri. 8am–8pm
Sat. 9am–5pm

Se Habla Español

ALL SUNRISE FORD CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES FEATURE
6 YEAR/100K MILE LIMITED WARRANTY • 169 POINT VEHICLE INSPECTION
24 HOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE • 5.9% APR FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS*

19
AVAILABLE

#81140

33
AVAILABLE

#9148

27
AVAILABLE

#8908

4
AVAILABLE

#9011

23
AVAILABLE

#9053

12
AVAILABLE

#8378

17
AVAILABLE

#8639

14
AVAILABLE

#9005

’05 MERCURY SABLE GS

$8,995
VIBRANT WHITE CLEARCOAT, MEDIUM GRAPHITE
CLOTH, 49K MILES, 27MPG HIGHWAY, #R3338A

’06 FORD FOCUS ZX4

$10,995
PUEBLO GOLD, PEBBLE CLOTH, 4 CYL., AUTO.,
36K MILES, 32 MPG HIGHWAY, #B9061A

’07 FORD FOCUS ZX3

$11,995
2 DOOR HATCHBACK, 4 CYL., AUTO., 12.7K MILES,
BLACK, CD, #P3353

’07 FORD TAURUS SE

$12,395
TUNGSTEN CLEARCOAT, SPLIT BENCH, FULL PWR.,
TILT/CRUISE, 3.0L V6, 27 MPG HIGHWAY, #P3375

’06 FORD MUSTANG

$16,395
PERFORMANCE WHITE, LEATHER, AUTO., 4.0L V6,
25 MPG HIGHWAY, #81051A

’06 FORD FUSION SEL

$16,495
BLACK CLEARCOAT, CAMEL INTERIOR, V6 AUTO., 
CLIMATE CONTROL, 29 MPG HIGHWAY, #P3358A2

’04 FORD EXPEDITION E.B.

$16,995
WHITE, TAN LEATHER, MOONROOF, NAVIGATION, DVD,
5.4L V8, 40K MILES, #8756A2

’04 FORD F-150 FX4 CREW

$16,995
FULL POWER, GRAY, 60K MILES, OFF ROAD READY!
#81172

’06 FORD RANGER SC XLT

$17,395
4X4, 4.0L V6 AUTO., CLEAN, 39K MILES, 19 MPG
HIGHWAY, HARD TO FIND! #P3379

’08 FORD ESCAPE LTD 4X2

$18,995
MOONROOF, TAN LEATHER, V6, AUTO., NAVIGATION,
11K MILES, #R7777

’07 FORD FUSION SEL

$18,995
DARK AMETHYST METALLIC, SHALE CLOTH
UPHOLSTERY, 3.0L 6 CYL., 28 MPG HWY., #81067A

’08 FORD EDGE LTD

$24,995
LIGHT BLUE, MOONROOF, LEATHER, 11K MILES,
AFFORDABLE LUXURY, #R3374

’07 FORD FOCUS SE

$12,495
BURGUNDY, AUTO., 27.5K MILES, ALL POWER,
CD & MORE! #P3391

’05 FORD RANGER SC XLT

$13,895
3.0L V6 AUTO., 30K MILES, HUGE VALUE!
#P3363

’06 FORD F-150 REG CAB

$15,695
4.6L V8 AUTO., DARK STONE MET., LTHR. SPLIT
BENCH, SPORT PKG., ALLOYS, 31K MI., #8636A1

’04 FORD MUSTANG GT

CONVERTIBLE, SHADOW GRAY, AUTO., 32K LOW
MILES, SHARP! #9064A

$14,695

EMPLOYEE
PRICINGPLU$**

YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY

ALL PRE-OWNED VEHICLES MUST GO BY YEAR END...REGARDLESS OF PROFIT!

NEW 2008

FORD RANGER
FROM

$14,115
NEW 2009

FORD FOCUS
FROM

$14,725
NEW 2009

FORD MUSTANG
FROM

$18,810
NEW 2009

FORD SUPER CAB
FROM

$19,364
NEW 2009

FORD ESCAPE
FROM

$21,488
NEW 2008

FORD EXPLORER
FROM

$21,500
NEW 2008

FORD EDGE
FROM

$21,837
NEW 2009

FORD FLEX
FROM

$25,790

Your Internet
Representative
Hank Basile at 

Sunrise-Ford.com

JUST ARRIVED!
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Submitted photo

Breakfast group meets
On December 11, 2008 the Breakfast Group Showcased 
Egretta Wells’ beautiful home along with many others. Re-
altors from Left to Right: Hellen Miner, Exit Realty; Barb 
Yates-Glover, Exit Realty; Lori Mixon, Tucker Group; Mar-
cia Barber, Preferred Properties; Velva Cannon, Exit Re-
alty; Vicki Anderson, Goolsby Realty; Kathy Godwin, Pre-
ferred Properties; Elbert Batton, Exit Realty; Pat Goolsby, 
Goolsby Realty; Gail Brown, Pristine Properties; Sheryl 
Byrd, Preferred Properties; Kathy Lancaster, Pristine Prop-
erties; Amy Davis, Pristine Properties; Bob Brakke, Pre-
ferred Properties; Eric Anderson (taking picture) Goolsby 
Realty.

Friday: Mostly cloudy with a high near 75. Winds will be from the 

southeast between 5 and 10 mph.

Friday night: Mostly cloudy with a low around 55. Winds will be 

calm.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Partly sunny with a high near 77. Winds will be calm 

becoming east southeast around 5 mph.

Saturday night: Partly cloudy with a low around 55. Winds will 

be from the east southeast around 5 mph.

Okeechobee Forecast

The Florida Lotto - Numbers selected Tuesday in the Florida Lotto 

are: Cash 3: 1-7-0; Play 4: 3-6-0-1; Fantasy 5: 5-10-17-18-27; Mega 

Money: 7-24-25-39, Mega Ball: 4. Numbers selected Wednesday are: 

Cash 3: 6-2-2; Play 4: 3-6-3-7.

Lottery



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A 17-year-old Okeechobee 
teen was arrested on a felony 
drug charge following his report-
ed involvement in a traffi c crash 
on S. Parrott Ave.

Ethan Lynn Gopher, N. Tucker 
Ridge Road, was arrested Friday, 
Dec. 26, on felony charges of pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
resisting a law enforcement offi -
cer with violence and persons en-
gaged in a criminal offense having 
weapons. He was also charged 
with the misdemeanor of leaving 
the scene of a traffi c crash with 
property damage.

After he was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail, Gopher 
was taken to the Department of 
Juvenile Justice Detention Cen-
ter in Fort Pierce by Offi cer Chad 
Troutman of the Okeechobee City 
Police Department (OCPD). Of-

fi cer Troutman 
was also the ar-
resting offi cer.

An arrest re-
port by Offi cer 
Troutman states 
that Gopher was 
involved in a hit-
and-run traffi c 
crash in the 1700 
block of S. Par-
rott Ave. around 
noon on Dec. 26. The report states 
he struck a second vehicle in the 
back with the Ford F-250 pickup 
truck he was driving.

Then, following the crash, he 
reportedly left the scene. He was 
later found in the Wal-mart park-
ing lot.

As Offi cer Troutman and OCPD 
Sergeant Russell Cale attempted 
to arrest the teenager, he report-
edly fought them, and was even-
tually subdued after being struck 
with a taser.

Once Gopher was handcuffed, 
the truck he was driving was 
searched. During that search the 
offi cers found a fully-loaded 9mm 
assault pistol on the fl oor of the 
truck and within easy reach of the 
driver, stated Offi cer Troutman’s 
report. The magazine of the gun 
was loaded with 15 rounds, but 
there were no rounds found in 
the chamber, the offi cer added.

The report goes on to state that 
a box containing 16 more 9mm 
rounds was found lying next to 
the gun.

During a search of Gopher’s 
person, Offi cer Troutman said a 
small container was found in the 
teen’s pocket. Inside that con-
tainer were eight yellow pills that 
were later identifi ed as a generic 
brand of xanax, continued the 
OCPD report.

Offi cer Troutman went on to 
state that the search failed to turn 
up a prescription for the pills.

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee woman was 

released on $15,000 bond Mon-

day after she was charged with 

making several harassing phone 

calls to a Fort Pierce woman.

Tiffany Shepherd, 30, of N.W. 

24th Drive, earned national fame 

earlier this year when she was 

fi red from her teaching job at Port 

St. Lucie High School.

She claimed in national and lo-

cal interviews that she was fi red 

because she had a part time job 
serving drinks on Smokin’ Em 
Charters, which offers trips with 
bikini-clad and topless women.

The St. Lucie County School 
Board said Shepherd was fi red 
because she had more than 30 
unexcused absences during the 
2007-08 school year.

The arrest report from Offi cer 
Salvador Garcia of the Fort Pierce 
Police Department said Shepherd 
made fi ve phone calls and four 
text messages to the cell phone of 
a 22-year-old Fort Pierce woman 

on Nov. 30.

Police listened to the phone 

messages and learned Shepherd 

had challenged the victim to a 

fi ght on two occasions, the report 

stated.

The victim reported she is cur-

rently living with Shepherd’s for-

mer boyfriend.

Shepherd reportedly had a re-

straining order against the man 

and in one of the voice mail mes-

sages she allegedly threatened to 

claim that the victim called her, 

which is a violation of the restrain-

ing order.

The American 
Legion Post 64 

501 S.E. Second Street, Okeechobee 
Offi ce 863-763-2950 - Lounge 863-763-

5309 
We can accommodate meetings, 

weddings and parties of any size. 
The public is always welcome unless it’s 

a members only event. 
Our kitchen is open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
and 1 to 8 p.m. on Sunday.

Sunday: Open 1 to 8 p.m. - Regular 
Bingo from 6:30 p.m. 

Monday: Open 11-8 p.m. - Social Bingo 
1 PM 

Tuesday: Open 11-8 p.m.
Wednesday: Open 11-8 p.m. - “Taco 

Day” 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tacos - $1.50 
Music with Jim Elders 2-6 
Thursday: Open 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. - Social 

Bingo 6 p.m. 
SAL Steak Dinner third Sunday each 

month $12 donation. 
Legion and Auxiliary meet the second 

and fourth Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
The fourth Tuesday meeting includes a 

carry in dinner at 6 p.m.
SAL Meet the third Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
• Friday night dinners resume on Nov. 7.
• Christmas Basket Drawing to be held - 

tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. New Years 
Eve Party tickets on sale now! $20 per 
couple, $10 per single "buy now to avoid 
the rush" Members - Guest only.

Am-Vets #2001
• Am-Vets No. 2001 will hold a regular 

informational meeting on the fi rst Saturday 
of the month at the Buckhead Ridge 
VFW Post #9528, 2002 U.S. 78 W., at 10 
a.m. Applications for new members are 
available. Call Helen James at 863-824-
7644 or Lou Eder at 863-357-0467.

• Am-Vets Ladies Auxiliary meetings 
are the fi rst Saturday of the month at 10 
am. Contact the Post at 467-2882 for 
information.

Eagles Aeries #4137
Eagles Aeries #4137 is located at 9983 

U.S. 441 N. For information on events, call 
863-763-2552.

• Every Tuesday bingo at 1 p.m. Food 
will be available for a donation.

• Wednesdays: bar bingo starting at 4 
p.m. Food will be available.

• Every Thursday: washer toss at 1 p.m.
• First and third Thursday: Auxiliary at 6 

p.m.; Aeries at 7 p.m.
• Fridays: steak night (16-oz.) starting at 

5 p.m. for a $12 donation. Music will be by 
Jimmy Harper.

• Saturdays and Sundays: music at 7 
p.m.

• First and third Sunday: breakfast 
cooked to order from 9 until 11 a.m. for 
$5 donation.

Okeechobee Masonic 
Lodge #237

The Okeechobee Masonic Lodge 
is located at 107 N.W. Fifth Ave. For 
information about the club and events, call 
Jose Verano at 863-634-2071.

• The Masonic Lodge holds their meetings 
on the second and fourth Monday of each 
month starting at 7:30 p.m.

Order of the Eastern 
Star - Chapter #128

The Order of the Eastern Star has many 
fun activities planned on the fi rst and third 
Tuesday of each month. For upcoming 
activities, contact Mary Ann Holt at 863-
634-8087.

B.H.R. Moose Lodge
The lodge is located on U.S. 78 W. in 

Buckhead Ridge. The Lodge’s phone 
number is 863-763-2250.

• Sundays: breakfast buffet from 9 until 
11 a.m. With many items to choose from.

• Sunday: Dec. 14 from noon until 4 
p.m. there will be a childrens Christmas 
party for children up to age 16 years old 
of Buckhead Ridge Moose members and 
guest. Please sign-up your children so we 
will not miss anyone sign-up by Dec. 10.; 
Dec. 21 at 9 a.m. there will be a W.O.T.M. 
fund raiser bake sale. Please bring baked 
goods for this sale.

• Mondays: WOTM Chapter meeting the 
fi rst and third Mondays of every month 
7:30 p.m.

• Wednesdays: Bingo and food, food 
served at 5 p.m. and bingo starts at 6 
p.m. 

• Wednesday: Dec. 31 from 7 p.m. until 
? New Years Party with party favors, hors 
dovers and breakfast at 1 a.m. Music 
by Burs and County Line Band. Seating 
limited so get your tickets early. $20 each 
or $30 per couple.

• Tuesday: Dec. 16, Moose Membership 
meeting at 8 p.m. with enrollment of new 
prospective members.

• Thursdays: dinner will be served from 
5 until 7 p.m. Call the Lodge for the menu.

• Thursdays: Music for dancing at 7:30 
p.m. Call to see who is playing.

• Thursday: 5-Card Bingo at 6 p.m. food 
available at 5 p.m.

• Thursday: Dec. 25 from noon until 6 
p.m. Christmas dinner of ham and turkey 
with all the trimmings. Bring the family and 
enjoy a good meal.

• Fridays: dinner served from 5 until 7:30 
p.m. Music for dancing at 7:30 p.m. Call to 
see who is playing.

• Saturdays: dinner starting at 6 p.m.
• Saturdays: Prime Rib Dinner served 

from 6 until 8 p.m. the fi rst Saturday of the 
month.

• Saturday: Dec. 13 Large benefi t for 
Jean Murphy starting at noon. Music all 
day, food will be roast pork or chicken 
quarter, baked beans and slaw for $6 
donation. Activities including a cake walk, 
wheel raffl e, silent auction, straw drawing 
and 50/50. Auction starts at 3:30 p.m.

Moose Family 
Center #1753

The Moose Family Center #1753 is 
located at 156 N.W. 36th St. in Okeechobee. 
Please call the Lodge at 863-763-4954 for 
further information, sudden changes and 
menus. Guests are invited to enjoy the 
activities and consider membership.

• Open mic karaoke - Thursday 7-10 
p.m. and Sunday 4-8 p.m.

•Horseshoes - Sunday and Thursday at 
2 p.m.

Every Monday pool tournament at 7 p.m. 
(food served)

• Legion BINGO - Thursday at 1 p.m. 
(food served served)

• LOOM BINGO Friday - at 6:30 p.m. 
(food served)

• Saturday night diner and dance each 
week.

• Offi cers meetings fi rst and third 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

• Women’s meeting second and fourth 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

• Men’s meetings, second and fourth 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

• Moose Legion meetings third 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

VFW Post #4423 
The VFW North Post #4423 is located at 

300 N.W. 34 St. The Post phone number is 
863-763-0818.

Happy hour Monday through Thursday 4 
until 6 p.m. 

Mondays: 50-cent hot dogs. 
Tuesdays: Washer toss at 1 p.m. 
Wednesdays: Pizza and Grill 5 until 7 

p.m. 
Fridays: Bingo at 1 p.m. Pizza and Grill 6 

until 9 p.m. Karaoke 7 until 11 p.m. 
Saturdays: Bar Bingo at 1 p.m. Karaoke 

7 until 11 p.m. 
Sundays: Dinner 2 until 4 p.m. 
Post and Ladies Auxiliary meetings third 

Sunday of every month at 11 a.m. 
Men’s Auxiliary Meeting 3 Monday of 

every month 7 p.m. 
• Jan. 4: Members and friends are 

welcome to come sing, dance or just listen 
to the music by "The Saxman" from 5 until 
9 p.m.

• Membership for 2009 is overdue. 
Annual members are asked to please pay 
their dues.

Big Screen TV and Pool Table

VFW Post #9528
The VFW Post 9528 is located at 29012 

E. State Road 78 in Buckhead Ridge. For 
information call 863-467-2882. Post opens 
at 11 a.m., Monday through Sunday.

We are taking applications for men or 
women who would like to join the VFW, 
Ladies Auxiliary, the Men's Auxiliary, 
AmVets or the Ladies AmVets Auxiliary.

• Wednesdays: Dinner by Ladies Auxiliary, 
Mens Auxiliary, or AmVet Ladies Auxiliary 
at 5:30 p.m. Music will be available.

• Thursdays: Bar Bingo at 1 p.m. Lunch 
will be available.

• Fridays: 16 ounce stead dinner with 
baked potato, salad and rolls will be served 

from 5:30 until 7 p.m. for an $11 donation. 
Pork Loin dinner available for $7. Dancing 
immediately following dinner.

• Sundays: 5:15 p.m. bar bingo. Food 
will be served for a donation.

• Membership meetings are held on 
the second and fourth Saturdays of each 
month at 10 a.m.

• House Committee meetings are held 
on the second Saturday of the month at 9 
a.m. For information contact Robert Hare, 
Post Commander at 863-467-2882. Call for 
Menu.

All games and special events are shown 
on seven televisions, two of which are big 
screen. The game room has a regulation 
size pool table.

VFW Post #10539
• Post hours are 10 a.m. Monday through 

Saturday and 1 p.m. on Sunday. Closing 
times are discretionary and dependent 
on the number of patrons but usually not 
before 8 p.m. on weekdays and 11 p.m. 
on weekends.

• Happy hours: 10 to 11 a.m. and 3 to 6 
p.m. Monday through Thursday. Noon to 2 
p.m. on Saturdays.

• Monday: Card Bingo at 6 p.m.
• Tuesday: Ladies Auxiliary all-you-can-

eat spaghetti dinner $5 donation beginning 
at 5:30 p.m.

• Wednesday: Bar Bingo at 12:45 p.m. 
Lunch by Ladies Auxiliary. Kitchen open 
from 5 until 8 p.m. Evening music.

• Thursday: Music, kitchen open from 5 
until 8 p.m.

• Friday: Music, kitchen open from 5 until 
8 p.m.

• Saturday: Noon, dollar hotdogs, $1.50 
Polish Sausage, both with Chili and all the 
fi xings. Card bingo at 5 p.m. Music and 
dancing at 7 p.m. $50 gas card giveaway.

• Scheduled meetings: VFW First 
Sunday at noon, Ladies Auxiliary second 
Monday at 7 p.m., Men’s Auxiliary second 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

• Do you have a family member serving 
overseas? We send packages of urgently 
needed supplies to them. We accept 
donations for this worth cause. Contact 
Cheryl Beniot at 863-697-2930.

For further information call 863-763-
2308.

Shrine Club
• The Okeechobee Shrine Club, S.R. 78

W., members will meet the fi rst and third
Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. The club
is also available for weddings and parties.
For information call the club at (863) 763-
3378.

• They are now open three days a week.
Weekly specials are:
• Tuesdays: Noon until 9 p.m.: Spaghetti

dinner - donations only, music from 6 until
9 p.m.; happy hour 3-6 p.m.

• Thursdays: Noon until 9 p.m.: Fried
Shrimp dinner or clams $7 donation;
happy hour 3-6 p.m.; shrimp skewers 2
for $3.

• Fridays: Noon until 9 p.m.: Catfi sh
dinner $7 donation; happy hour 3-6 p.m.

• New Year party, tickets $30 each. Happy
Hour at 6 p.m. Steak or peppered chicken
dinner will be served at 7 p.m. There will
be a live country band for entertainment.
Make reservations early. For reservations
call the club or Max Simpson at 863-763-
8650.

Cypress Hut 
Eagles #4509

• The Cypress Hut Fraternal Order of
Eagles post #4509 located at 4701 U.S.
441 S.E. is now open to members Monday-
Saturday from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m.,
Sundays from 1 to 10 p.m. Information can
be found by visiting www.foe4509.com, or
calling 863-467-1154.

• Food is served several evenings a
week.

• Aerie meetings are at 7 p.m. on the fi rst
and third Wednesday of each month at the
old Cypress Hut fl ea market restaurant.

• FOE Auxiliary meetings are at 7 p.m.
on the second and fourth Wednesday of
every month

• Friday night: 16 oz.
 rib eye steak dinner with the trimmings

beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Editor’s note: To add listings or 

make changes to the service club news,

please email okeenews@newszap.

com.

Chinese Food To Dine In & Take Out
Specializes in Szechuan, Hunan,
Cantonese, American & Japanese

Style Cooking
6 BUFFET BARS

150 Items & Salad Bar
Receive a FREE gift on your Birthday!

Lunch: $679 Dinner: $879

Fri & Sat: Seafood Dinner $1149

3399 S. Hwy. 441 Publix Shopping Center
OKEECHOBEE, FL • (863) 357-7777

Japanese Sushi
FRI. & SAT.

SEAFOOD BUFFET:
Crablegs • Squid •
Oysters • Crab Meat

Salmon Fish
Crawfish • Mussel

Baby Clams • 
Frog Legs

BBQ Spare Ribs

Walpole 
Feed & Supply Co.

763-6905
Hwy. 98 N. � Okeechobee

Now In Stock
Your Winter
Supplement

Feeds for Cattle
Protein Blocks, Energy Blocks,

All Natural Blocks, Round

Bales, Liquid Feed...

ATTENTION: FARMERS & RANCHERS

Jan. 2Jan. 2 nd nd thruthru Jan. 8Jan. 8 thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202
THEATRE I

“MARLEY & ME” 
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.

THEATRE II
“BEDTIME STORIES”
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.
PG

THEATRE III
“AUSTRALIA”

Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00. PG-13

Tickets: Adults - $5.50 • Children 12 & under - $4.50
Senior Citizens - $4.50 all movies • Matinees - $4.00

MONDAY NIGHT is 
$1.00 per person @ 7:00 PM

PG
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Teen arrested on drug, gun charges

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A 16-year-old juvenile has 
been released into his mother’s 
custody following his felony ar-
rest Saturday, Dec. 27.

Dillon Garcia, N.W. Sixth St., 
was arrested on a felony charge 
of burglary as well as a misde-
meanor charge of theft. After be-
ing booked into the Okeechobee 
County Jail he was released on 
his own recognizance and into 
his mother’s custody.

Garcia was arrested after he 
allegedly broke into a 1998 GMC 
sport utility vehicle parked at a 
residence on S.E. 27th St.

An Okeechobee County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) arrest report 
states that the teenager is charged 

with taking $5 
in change and 
a key ring that 
held three keys. 
Included on that 
key ring was an 
ignition key to 
the SUV, contin-
ued the report.

The OCSO re-
port states that a 
deputy was sent to S.E. 27th St. 
in reference to a suspicious per-
son wearing dark clothing. The 
deputy saw a juvenile, later iden-
tifi ed as Garcia, wearing a black 
sweatshirt with a hood, black 
pants and black shoes.

While the deputy asked the 
teen if he had any narcotics or 
weapons, Garcia emptied his 

pockets without being asked. 
In his pocket was a key ring that 
held three keys. But, because 
there was no reason to hold the 
teenager the deputy let him go.

Shortly thereafter the deputy 
was approached by a man who 
lives in the area. The man re-
portedly told the deputy that his 
dog began barking and when he 
went outside he saw someone in 
the door of his SUV. That person 
then ran from the scene.

The deputy and the alleged 
victim then found Garcia.

According to the report when 
the teen produced the keys, the 
man identifi ed them as belong-
ing to him.

The $5 was not recovered, 
added the arrest report.

Teen charged with burglary, theft

Fired teacher charged with phone harassment

Ethan Lynn
Gopher

Dillon
Garcia

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

A 23-year old Okeechobee 
woman was held in the Highlands 
County Jail last week after being 
arrested on a charge of burglary.

The investigation involved the 
Highlands County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
and the Okeechobee City Police 
Department.

Tiffany Sweeting was charged 
with burglary to an unoccupied 
dwelling and grand theft for the 
July 21 incident at a home on S.R. 
70 W.

The victim stated that close to 
$7,500 in items were taken from 
the home sometime between July 
1 and July 21, state reports.

The items alleged to have 
been stolen include jewelry, cam-
eras and an Xbox 360 video game 
console.

Lawmen said Sweeting had 
pawned many of the reported 
stolen items at pawnshops in 
Okeechobee, as well as items 
that were not previously known 
to have been stolen.

Sweeting apparently had been 
at the victim’s residence while 
some contractors made some 
home improvements to the prop-
erty. Authorities said Sweeting re-
turned to the residence at a later 
date and stole the items.

When the victim identifi ed the 
stolen items at a local pawn shop 
she also noticed other familiar 
items in the store, state arrest re-
cords. She was able to positively 
identify those items as having 
been stolen as well, investigators 
said.

Sweeting was arrested in Mar-
tin County in November and was 
booked into the Highlands Coun-
ty Jail on Dec. 23.

Woman held 
on charge
of burglary

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Florida Highway Patrol 
said no citations will be issued 
against an Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) deputy 
who wrecked his cruiser at Lock 
7 on Dec. 22.

FHP Trooper W.D Scheetz’s 
crash report said OCSO Deputy 
Steven McKinley, 28, was active-
ly searching and scanning the 
waterway to his east prior to the 
traffi c crash occurring.

Deputy McKinley had been 
dispatched to help fi nd a miss-
ing boater on Lake Okeechobee. 
He was entering a curve in the 
road that leads to the boat ramp 
when he failed to negotiate the 

curve, left the road, entered the 
grass shoulder and struck sever-
al palm trees, the report added.

The deputy suffered a lacera-
tion when the laptop computer 
in the car was knocked loose 
and struck him in the head, 
said OCSO Road Patrol Captain 
Bud Slay. He was treated and 
released at Raulerson Hospital 
after seven staples were used to 
close the wound.

The crash report said Deputy 
McKinley was properly buckled 
in, and was not under the infl u-
ence of drugs or alcohol at the 
time of the crash.

An estimated $18,000 in 
property damage was done in 
the crash.

Driver distraction 
blamed for crash
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RACISM: It doesn’t bother me so much when I run into racism 
when dealing with an older person because I think well, that is just 
how they were raised. They grew up in a time when white people 
and black people didn’t even drink from the same water fountain. So 
when a person who is in their 80s or 90s makes a remark that sounds 
a little racist, I let it slide. But it really upsets me when I hear young 
people in their 20s or even 30s making racist remarks. They are young 
people to know better. And I am talking about people of all races -- 
there is racism to be found in any ethnic group. So what will it take to 
change how people think?

NO KILL SHELTER: I am very pleased to hear that someone is 
starting a no-kill animal shelter in Okeechobee. We have needed that 
for a long time. But to really solve the problem of all the stray dogs 
and cats, we need two other things. First, we need a low-cost spay 
and neutering program. Then we need better enforcement against 
the dumping of unwanted animals. We need some laws on the books 
so that they could levy extremely heavy fi nes on anyone caught dump-
ing an animal in this county, and we need those fi nes publicized. That 
might keep the people from the coast from coming here to dump 
their unwanted pets.

CONGRESS: Members of Congress will be receiving a $4,700 pay 
increase this year, even though more than two million of their con-
stituents have lost their jobs. Congress has set up a structure where 
they automatically receive a cost-of-living adjustment or pay raise ev-
ery year unless they act to stop it. Lawmakers would be wise to put a 
freeze on their salary until the unemployment rate drops.

FAIR: I have a suggestion for the county fair. If they want local 
people to go, they should offer a special pass for local residents where 
you can pay once and go as many days as you want to. The vendors 
would be happier if there were more people there, but if you have to 
pay to get in every day in addition to paying to go on the rides, people 
are probably only going to go one time. If you let local people have a 
pass to go as many days as they want to without having to pay every 
time to get through the gate, people might go more than once. 

FIRES: This is in regard to the story about the controlled burn re-
igniting and burning four cabins. I don’t think they should allow any 
controlled burns this time of year because we get so little rain in this 
season. They don’t need to be burning brush this time of year. It is too 
dry and it is too easy for a fi re to get away from you.

PETS: I see in the paper where there are animals that need homes. 
But then the adoption fee is more than $100. I would be happy to take 
in an animal and take care of it and feed it. But $100 is more than I 
can afford. Why can’t they reduce that adoption fee so more of these 
animals could fi nd new homes? It seems they would rather just put 
them to sleep than to let poor people give them a home.

DEBT: Do you realize this nation is already trillions of dollars in 
debt. Do you have any conception how much a trillion dollars is? 
We can’t just keep spending more than we have. That is how the 
country and how so many people got into such a bad jam. It’s time 
to start tightening the belt and doing without, rather than spending 
more than you have. 

GARDENS: I was glad to see in the newspaper that the Extension 
Offi ce has classes and help to teach people how to garden and grown 
their own food. I think it is going to come to that soon. People will 
need to grow their own food just as they did in the Great Depression. 
If you have an acre or more, you can put in a pretty nice garden and 
harvest your own vegetables and fruits. It can help stretch the food 
dollars.

PROPERTY TAXES: I hope the people who voted for the change 
in the homestead exemption are happy. Due to the loss of property 
taxes, the county is having a hard time even funding basic services. 
So I hope you have your own fi re extinguishers in case your house 
catches fi re. And I hope you have a gun to protect yourself. And you 
better use that money you saved on property taxes to buy more ho-
meowners’ insurance because you probably will need it as should 
anything happen, the county won’t have the resources to help you.

GRANDPARENTS: I know a lot of grandparents are now raising 
their grandchidlren between their deadbeat kids refuse to grow up 
and be real parents. And sometimes you wonder how the grandkids 
will turn out. But grandparents should take heart because they can 
do a good job raising their grandchildren. President-elect Obama was 
raised by his grandparents and look how well he turned out.

REAL ESTATE: I think the blame for the Real Estate boom and 
bust has to be placed in part on the bankers and the realtors who 
talked people into taking out loans they could not afford to repay in 
order to buy these big houses. They have people convinced they need 
these big houses. But you can get by on a lot less. You do not need a 
bedroom for each child. It does not hurt two or three kids to share a 
room. While it is nice to have several bathrooms, you really only need 
one to survive. All these extras are not necessities. If people would 
live within their means, this country would be in much better shape 
and people would not be losing their homes.

HOLIDAYS: Now that the holidays are over, I hope the community 
does not forget the needy. Sure they got some Christmas presents and 
maybe they had a nice dinner, but they aren’t just needy on Christ-
mas. Every week the local food pantries run low on supplies because 
there are so many needy families in our area. If you can spare a can 
of food or some spare change, please do what you can to help. There 
are hungry people in our own community.

COURTHOUSE: The county commission is struggling with the 
budget. They even considered taking back the 3 percent raise they 
had promised the employees. Even with the 3 percent raise, many 
county employees will be making less in 2009 than they did in 2008 
because instead of giving raises for the 2007-2008 budget year, these 
employees were given bonuses. Then they did not give the bonuses 
this year. So the employees still wind up with a smaller paycheck 
even though they allegedly received what the county called a raise. 
What I don’t understand is how the county can justify spending all 
this money to fi x up the old courthouse, when they say they are so 
short of money.

DOGS: If you own a dog, it is your responsibility to keep it on your 
property. If it gets off your property, you are in the wrong. I am so sick 
and tired of people just opening the door and letting their dogs run 
around the neighborhood. It is against the law to do that. We need 
better enforcement of the leash laws and we need dog catchers to just 
pick up all dogs that are running around loose. Kids cannot even walk 
to the bus stop without having to deal with dogs bothering them.

LAKE OKEECHOBEE: I am really concerned about the health 
of Lake Okeechobee. Several fi shermen I know say there are just 
not many fi sh out there anymore. Between the drought and then the 
quick rise in water from the fl oods, the lake did not have a chance 
to really recover. The water came up too fast. If the fi sheries do not 
recover, what will happen to local tourism?

TRAINS: I hope the city can fi nd a way to fi x up the train station 
and get more trains stopping in Okeechobee. Americans should go 
back to riding the trains. It is much more effi cient than each person 
driving their own car. And we need to save money any way we can 
in this economy.

WATER: How quickly we forget. I am surprised and ashamed to 
see Okeechobee residents wasting water again. Last week I saw a 
sprinkler watering the sidewalk and street. I often see sprinklers going 
in the heat of the day. Last year this time we were desperate for water. 
How can people have already forgotten that? We need to conserve 
water year round. Just because there is enough water in the lake right 
now does not mean it will be there next month. The only way we will 
survive is to conserve water year round.

COUNTY EXPENSES: The county commission says they can’t af-
ford to give the employees decent pay but they always seem to have 
money to throw down the black hole that is the money pit known as 
the Agri-Civic Center. I just don’t understand it. How can they justify 
spending more and more money out there. They keep saying it will 
eventually bring in money. But I just don’t see how.

Parade help 
appreciated

South Side Riderz car and bi-
cycle club would like to extend 
special thanks and appreciation 
to some very special people who 
helped make our fl oat in the 
Christmas parade a wonderful 
sight. We would like to thank Dave 
and Nila McCormick and the hos-
pice of Okeechobee volunteers 
for the donation of the Christmas 
lights. We would also like to thank 

ARS sport, especially Debbie Dun-
nahoe and Bill Conner for towing 
our fl oat. Lastly we want to thank 
Candice Burke of the Chamber of 
Commerce for making our op-
portunity to present ourselves to 
the community possible. We had 
an outstanding time preparing for 
the Christmas parade with the ex-
citement of the season. This was 
our third presentation of our club. 
We fi rst presented ourselves at 
the gang-free rally where we met 
Detective Stark (thanks go to you 
also for taking the time to meet 

with us as a new club). We then 
took part in the Majestics car club 
Toys-for-Tots car show in Kissim-
mee in early December.

We would like to present our-
selves to the community, not as 
“just another car club” but as the 
gang & drug free, family-oriented 
club that we are. Our members 
are of all ages from 20-50 years of 
age. We are a “family” with self-
respect for each other along with 
our cars, trucks, and bicycles. We 
believe that people can have a 
great time together showing the 

vehicles and bicycles without
drugs, destruction, nor trouble. 

We are proud to be a part of
this community and wish the
community to be proud of us. If
we can be of any service to any or-
ganization or fundraisers, please
feel free to contact us at: 863-261-
3430 or 863-447-5294. We can
also be e-mailed at: southsiderid-
erzccbc@yahoo.com

Sincerely,
Jeremiah & Lana Johnson
Founders

Letters to the Editor

 OPINION

Friday, Jan. 2
Tops Take off Pounds Sensibly #669 meets at 9 a.m. at the

First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St. The public is
invited. All persons interested in a sensible approach to losing weight
and becoming part of a caring group are welcome to come and see
what we are all about. For information, contact Ollie Morgret at 800-
932-8677.

Highlands Social Dance Club welcomes the public to their 
dance every Friday, from 7 until 10 p.m. at the Sebring Lions Club on
Sebring Parkway, one mile east of U.S. 27 in Sebring. Tickets are $5 for
members and $6 for guests. For information, call 863-471-0559.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 
Okeechobee, (Behind Napa Auto Parts) N.A. Sickest Of The Sick - Open
Discussion/Speaker at 8 p.m. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee
is not affi liated with any 12 step fellowships.

A.A. meeting from noon until 1 p.m. at the First United Methodist 
Church 200 N.W. Second St. This is an open meeting.

A.A. meets from 8 until 9 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 200 
N.W. Third St. This is an open speaker meeting.

The Highlands Social Dance Club will begin its 27th season
on Sept. 7, hosting ballroom dancing every Friday at the Sebring Lions
Club on Sebring Parkway, one mile east of U.S. 27. For information call
863-471-0559 or 863-385-6621.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a weekly meeting, Overeaters 
Anonymous (OA) meets at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 
N. Parrott Avenue on Fridays, 6 until 7 p.m. (Use 4th Street entrance.)
Overeaters Annonymous is not a diet club. There are no dues, fees
or weigh-ins. The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop
eating compulsively. For more information call Loretta at 863-763-
7165 or 863-697-0206.

Saturday, Jan. 3
A.A. meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at Grace Christian, 701 S. Parrott 

Ave. It will be a closed discussion.
Okeechobee Chapter D.A.R. meets the fi rst Saturday of every 

month October-May at Oakview Baptist Church 677 S.W. 32nd Street
at 10 a.m. For information call Kenna Noonan at 863-634-5669.

The Gathering Church will hold its monthly healing service on 
the fi rst Saturday of every month from 10 a.m. until noon. Anyone
desiring to receive personal prayer for healing is welcome to attend.
The Gathering is located at 1735 S.W. 24th Ave. For information call
Theresa Brown at 863-357-3318.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 
Okeechobee, (Behind Napa Auto Parts) A.A. weekend noon Open 
Discussion meeting; N.A. Sickest Of The Sick Group 7 p.m.; N.A. No-
where Left To Go Group Open Discussion meeting 8 p.m. The Just for 
Today Club of Okeechobee is not affi liated with any 12 step fellow-
ships.

Sunday, Jan. 4
A.A. meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 

200 N.W. Third St. It will be an open step meeting.
A.A. open 12 step meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Church 

of Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St.
Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 

Okeechobee, (Behind Napa Auto Parts) A.A. weekend noon meeting
Open Discussion. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is not affi li-
ated with any 12 step fellowships.

Community Calendar
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Speak Out/Public Forum
Speak Out has moved online, where it is quicker and 

easier to share your ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the community name and your 
local or state Public Forum. There, you can create new
topics or comment on existing topics. What follows is a sam-
pling of some of the discussions currently taking place. 

Thanks for participating!

Submitted photo/Humane Society Pet Rescue FL, Inc.

Adopt a Pet
Sunshine is a female Labrador/Rhodesian Ridgeback mix. 
She is 1 year old and weighs 43 lbs. She has been spayed 
and her vaccinations are current. She is on heartworm 
preventative. Sunshine is a very energetic girl with a will-
ingness to learn new commands. She has an easy to care 
for coat. She is an inside dog who loves to go outside to 
play fetch, but must be watched carefully until she ma-
tures. She needs a good exercise workout every day, to 
help prevent behavior problems from starting. She would 
do best with an owner who has had previous experience 
with obedience training. Her adoption fee is $135. If you 
are interested in her please call 863-532-1110.

Green Stimulus
By Kathleen Rogers

A massive stimulus package of 
nearly $600 billion holds promise 
for the economy, and could mean 
more federal spending on infra-
structure and energy effi ciency 
projects. An estimated $400 bil-
lion in that bill will repair lots of 
bridges and roads, but what will 
they all lead to? Nothing -- unless 
we fi rst start building bridges and 
roads between our economic, 
climate, and education concerns, 
and start appreciating the way 
they’re all connected.

New policy and stimulus 
needs to take into account that 
we’re not just trying to save our 
economy with roads, bridges, 
and buildings: We’re trying to 
save ourselves.

Few other national topics are 
as timely as a discussion of how 
to build a new green economy 
nationwide. During his campaign 
Obama promised to create 5 mil-
lion green jobs. It is this way of 
thinking that should shape our 
country’s future.

One way we can stimulate the 
economy while going green is to 
create new, personal carbon sav-
ings accounts. These would be 
tax-free, interest-bearing green 
energy savings accounts that 
could be leveraged to help weath-
erize or green-up one’s home or 
sold to companies that need car-
bon credits. It would encourage 

energy effi ciency while allowing 
a personal stake in emissions re-
ductions.

At a time when we are poised 
to make our greatest infrastruc-
ture investment since the Great 
Depression, we need to make 
sure we do it right. Congress 
seems focused on shovel-ready 
jobs to its own detriment. We 
need to ensure this bailout is 
green, that the bridges and roads 
lead us to the future -- instead of 
another dead-end.

Putting together a new green 
energy program for the U.S. and 
other countries will require thou-
sands of green jobs in solar, wind, 
and other renewable sources of 
energy.

One plan is based on the fact 
that investing in energy effi cient 
buildings would go a long way to 
create jobs and help the economy. 
The so-called Architecture 2030 
plan recommends an investment 
of $171.72 billion over two years 
combining a housing mortgage 
buy-down and an accelerated-
depreciation program for com-
mercial buildings with energy 
effi ciency. This plan could create 
over 3 million jobs in the building 
sector and over 4 million indirect 
jobs plus an additional 350,000 
jobs from consumer spending.

The retrofi tting and construc-
tion of green schools -- the largest 
construction sector in the United 
States -- will do the same. Be-
tween 2006 and 2008, we spent 

$80 billion on school construc-
tion. If we build those buildings 
green, they cost less than 2 per-
cent more to construct; however, 
they pay for themselves in a few 
years. Consequently, municipali-
ties with major school systems 
are increasingly looking at “green 
building” and renovation as they 
work to update school facilities 
and save the district money in util-
ity bills. A green school can save a 
school enough money to hire two 
additional teachers -- all while 
preventing 585,000 lbs of CO2 
from hitting the atmosphere.

Which, at the end of the day, 
helps solve a bigger problem: 
The economy is in a crisis, but 
the impacts of climate change are 
far greater in the long run. Fortu-
nately though, there’s no need to 
sacrifi ce one for the other.

Green jobs are in danger of 
disappearing from the stimulus 
package, to be replaced with 
shovel-ready jobs, such as Pres-
ident-elect Obama’s recently 
announced plans to create thou-
sands of jobs by “weatherizing” 
houses. While weatherizing 
houses is important, it is a short-
term project for employment. It is 
not the same as creating lasting 
high-tech work or building infra-
structure. Green jobs, however, 
are solid, necessary jobs which 

have a long-term future. What we

need now is a fi rm commitment

to include in the stimulus pack-

age funds for “green” infrastruc-

ture and jobs -- the real way to

revitalize the economy and look

toward the future.

House Majority Leader Nancy 

Pelosi has touted other projects

like investments in new energy

technologies and energy-effi cient

buildings. We need to hold her

and the rest of the Congressional

leadership to those promises, de-

manding that they take bold mea-

sures to resolve the economic

crisis holistically -- by taking into

account the challenges of the

climate crisis, the health of our

children, and the needs of our

workforce, which is waiting for

green American jobs that can’t be

exported.

Our government must begin 

the shift towards a global econo-

my driven by massive job creation

from the growth of green technol-

ogy, construction, transportation,

and renewable energy. While the

road to a green economy might

be long, we need to use this op-

portunity to build it.

* Rogers is the president of 

Earth Day Network.

Guest Commentary

Submitted photo

Party like a diva!
A good time was had by all of the Foxy Divas of Okeecho-
bee at their annual Christmas party held at the Brahma 
Bull on Dec. 10.



New treatment program only. The patient and any other person responsible for payment have the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any

service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted or reduced fee,

service, examination or treatment. Implant Surgical Fee.

6390 W. Indiantown Road • Jupiter
Chasewood Plaza near RJ Gators

“I was about to lose my
job because of my teeth. Dr.
Harrouff took care of the
problem - I received
Implants, a Sinus Lift and
Periodontal Surgery at  a
very  affordable  price. I
trust Dr. Harrouff and
would recommend him to
anyone who truly wants to
improve the look of his or
her smile!” 

AFFORDABLE DENTAL IMPLANTS

561-741-7142

Bill VanDusen,
Meteorologist

• Implants Are Surgically Inserted 

and Restored in the Same Office

• Replace Missing Teeth

• Stabilize Dentures or Partials

• Immediate Placement Implants 

Secure Teeth the Same Day!

EXPERIENCE - Dentists have over 70 years combined dental experience in Palm Beach

County. 20 years implant experience and over 10,000 crowns/implants insertions.

EQUIPMENT - Digital X-Rays, 90% less radiation.

IMPLANT SYSTEMS - Biohorizon, Lifecore, Biolock - All made in the USA.

EDUCATION - Dr. Wade Harrouff is a graduate of Misch Institute - University of

Pittsburg and Graduate of Implant Program at Atlantic Dental Research Clinic. 

Also, trained in France and Germany.

WARRANTY - Lifetime warranty from manufacturer.

Implants
Starting At

$500
Minimum Fee Only

Free Exam & Diagnosis

with Full Mouth X-ray
New Patients Only!

D0150, D9310

D0330

Lic #DN1076

& DN1847

T.A.
Aliapoulios,
D.D.S.
License #DN1847

Graduate University of New Hampshire in Zoology
and Temple University Dental School. US Air
Force Medical Corp. Served as Chair of Council on
Dental Health. Formerly of West Palm Beach, he
has merged his practice with Dr. Harrouff.

Wade B.
Harrouff,
D.D.S.
License #DN10761

Graduate University of Tennessee 1977. Author, lecturer who
has appeared on TV, radio and print (WPBF/ABC, Palm Beach
Illustrated and more) as the authority on implants as well as
general dentistry. Member of International Congress of Oral
Implantology. American Academy of Implant Dentistry &
Misch Institute of Advanced Implantology.

Jonothan
M. Royal,
D.M.D.
License #DN12061

Graduate of Louisville School of Dentistry in
1989. Practiced privately in Boca Raton and
has recently joined Dr. Harrouff’s group. Past
Vice President of South Palm Beach County
Dental Association.

For Free Implant Report Dial (888) 692-1325  Or Log On To www.freeimplantreport.com
MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge 
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with 
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring 
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D.    Dwayne Montie, D.O.   Mark Leach, R-PA   Sharon Barrineau, ARNP   John Minni, D.O.   

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology 
• Acne   • Psoriasis   • Eczema
• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders    
• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery
• Skin Allergies and Rashes  
• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments 
• Botox®   • Juvéderm TM

  
• Radiesse®  • Thermage® 
• Restylane®   • Perlane®  
• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair  • Moles • Brown Spots  
• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.
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By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

If you are looking for some enter-
tainment in and around Okeecho-
bee for the coming months look 
no further. If your organization or 
business has some entertaining 
events coming up please forward 
them along to caguilar@newszap.
com.

The holidays are upon us and 
there are lots of options for this 
time of the year for all of your en-
tertainment needs. Take the time 
to enjoy the season and emanate 
the Christmas spirit throughout 
Okeechobee.

If you like gospel Bluegrass mu-
sic that is fun for the whole family, 
come to the Okeechobee Shrine 
Club, S.R. 78 West, on Saturday, 
Jan. 10, at 7 p.m. where Tomor-
row’s News will perform. The cost 
for the concert is $10 per person, 
children 12 and under are free. 
For additional information contact 
Keith or Darlene Bass at 863-634-
5815 or 863-763-1443.

To fi nd out more about Tomor-
row’s News visit: www.myspace.
com/tomorrowsnews07.

Swing your partner dosado. If 
you already enjoy square danc-
ing or want to learn, beginning 
Tuesday, Jan. 6, at 6 p.m. will be 
square dancing lessons from ba-
sic to mainstream and even round 
dancing if interested at the Semi-
nole Cove Clubhouse, 1799 S.W. 
35th Circle. Gib Mattson from Vero 

Beach is the caller. For more infor-
mation call Richard or Marilyn Zody 
at 863-357-0122.

Ian Nairnsey, Okeechobee’s own 
authority on musicals, will present 
four programs in January at the li-
brary at 7 p.m. in the Okeechobee 
County Library Meeting Room. Ian 
will talk about the composers and 
their musicals and play musical se-
lections. These programs are free 
and open to the public. The dates 
for the programs are: Friday, Jan. 
6-George and Ira Gershwin in Hol-
lywood; Friday, Jan. 13-Cole Porter 
in Hollywood; Friday, Jan. 20-Rod-
gers and Hart in Hollywood; Friday, 
Jan. 27-Irving Berlin in Hollywood. 
For more information call Jan Day 
(Fehrman) at 863-357-9980.

BHR VFD Winterfest 
2009

Winterfest 2009 will be held on 
Jan. 31. There will be catfi sh, cot-
ton candy, popcorn, crafts, music 
and more. For more information, 
call 863-532-9015 or John at 863-
467-8220.

Anyone interested in renting a 
booth for Winterfest 2009, please 
call John at 863-467-8220 or 863-
532-9015.

Any time of the season and be-
yond, if you like to dance, Pier II 
Resort is your choice for Thursdays 
or Saturday nights for their premier 
ladies nights. Live D.J. and ladies 
drink free until midnight. Come 

dance and have fun in at Pier II 

Resort 2200 U.S. 441 SE, 863-763-

8003.

Do you want to see your events 
posted in the weekly entertain-
ment column? Forward any pub-
licly open events including enter-
tainment such as: dancing, bands, 
comedians, theatre, special events, 
special community events, con-
tests, etc to caguilar@newszap.
com.Please forward all informa-
tion about each event including: 
description of the event; location 
(address); date; time; cost; age ap-
propriateness; and any other infor-
mation that fi ts the specifi c event. 
For additional information contact 
Chauna Aguilar at 863-763-3134 
ext. 4242. Your Weekly Entertain-
ment Guide-Share your news and 
photos for this column by email to 
caguilar@newszap.com.

Take a break from the holiday scene

Share your news and photos 

for this column by email to 

caguilar@newszap.com

Your Weekly
Entertainment

Guide

Submitted photo/Darlene Bass
Tomorrow’s News, a bluegrass group that is sure to be fun for the whole family, will be per-
forming at the Okeechobee Shrine Club, S.R. 78 West, on Saturday, Jan. 10, at 7 p.m.

By Dorothy L. Harris, 
Park Services Specialist

Music in the Park will be held 
again at Highlands Hammock on 
Saturday, Jan. 17, at 7 p.m. Rog-
er and Penny Decker will play a 
wide variety of country and clas-
sic rock music. This husband and 
wife team has been married for 
25 years and performing together 
for 24 of those years.

Roger sings lead vocals and 
plays guitar, while Penny plays 
bass guitar and keyboards. “I 
started playing with him so I 
could see him more as he was 
always performing,” shared Pen-
ny. “He was gone so much that I 
fi gured if I can’t beat him, I’d join 
him.” Penny had played piano 
at age eight and loved it, so she 
had some musical background. 
However, she began playing bass 
guitar with Roger’s band, mostly 
teaching herself with his help. 

Husband Roger has always 
had a passion for music and be-
gan playing acoustic guitar at age 
four. This couple loves to be to-
gether and to perform together. 

“We receive lots of compli-
ments on our togetherness after 
our performances,” adds Penny. 
“We play a really large variety of 
favorites, from Travis Tritt to Wil-
lie Nelson, and from Jimmy Buf-
fet to The Eagles, basically all the 
country and classic rock favorites 
from our generation.”

The Decker’s have played for 
many events at Highlands Ham-
mock in the past, including the 
park’s CCC Festival which is held 
on the fi rst Saturday of November 
every year. It’s been a few years 
since they have played here, but 
you may have seen them at nu-
merous arts and crafts festivals 
in downtown Sebring and Avon 
Park, weddings, parties, chamber 
events or at race parties. “We play 
all over Florida,” says Penny. “We 
have played at New Year’s Eve 

parties, local restaurants, Tangle-
wood, Buttonwood Bay and the 
12 Hours Race Gala. We have 
played at most of the RV camp-
grounds and retirement commu-
nities in the county.”

Most recently you may have 
seen or heard them at a fund-
raiser at the Caddyshack Bar & 
Grill or the tri-chamber mixer 
at the race track. While they are 
originally from Michigan, the 
Decker’s moved to Florida in 
1988 to be closer to their family. 
“It was the best move we ever 
made,” enthused Penny who ad-
mits to an aversion for snow. “We 
were childhood sweethearts that 
parted at graduation and then 
found each other again ten years 
later. We’ve been together ever 

since, playing music and making
people happy. We enjoy our time
together.”

Why not plan some time for 
you and your sweetie to enjoy
a lovely outdoor concert under
the stars? The fi reboxes will be
crackling and the music will waft
through the dark night air as you
snuggle up to these popular fa-
vorites. Concert admission is just
$5 per person and just in case you
can’t fi nd a babysitter, accompa-
nied kids age 12 and under are ad-
mitted free of charge. Coolers and
picnic baskets are welcome and
the Hammock Inn will be open
too. Park admission is waived af-
ter 6 p.m. See you soon out here
in the real Florida.

Concert set for Highlands Hammock

Submitted photo
Roger and Penny Decker will entertain country and classic
rock lovers at Highlands Hammock State Park this month.

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

Rehab Center helped
The Okeechobee County United Way presented Okeechobee Rehabilitation Center with a 
check to assist them in their work in Okeechobee County. Nancy Zeigler (right) accepted 
the check along with her team of (left to right) Mary Autrey, Brenda Byrd, Jeannie Bramlett 
from United Way board members Kevin Folsom and Cathleen Blair.

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

United Way helps food bank
The Okeechobee County United Way board members Terelle Peterson (left) and Cheryl 
Sutton (center-left) presented Donna Coggins (center-right) and Debbi McCarthy (right) 
with a check to assist them in their work in Okeechobee County.



By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

Despite the economic hard-
ships the 10th annual Festival of 
Trees received 84 entries this year 
which raised enough money to 
provide at least 40 days of patient 
care in the Hamrick Home.

Southwind Band fi lled the air 
with Christmas songs during the 
Tour of Homes on Dec. 7.

The Festival of Trees relies 
on the donations of decorated 
trees, wreaths, centerpieces or 

other Christmas items. Individu-
als, businesses, small groups or 
organizations submitted items to 
the festival. They also had several 
high ticket items that were auc-
tioned that helped raise funds.

The festival raises money for 
the Hospice of Okeechobee by 
allowing the public to come view 
the items donated and hold a si-
lent auction where viewers can 
bid on items that they wish to 
have in their own homes. Trees 
were from two feet to six feet. 
Decorations were very diverse 

including items from the tradi-
tional ornaments, butterfl ies and 
even all of your favorite country 
animals.

The entries were judged by 
Candace Burke, Delores May 
and Ellen Winkler who all had 
an extremely hard time trying to 
choose from the so many lovely 
and creatively decorated trees.

Creativity is the key to this 
event which had seven categories 
that were judged: Best Tree; Most 
Original; Most Elegant; Best Chil-
dren’s Tree; Most Traditional; Best 

Theme; and Most Festive (non 
tree) Christmas Item.

Best Tree: fi rst place, Victorian 
Christmas by Woman’s Alpha; 
second place, Old Fashioned Tree 
by Gayle Butts.

Most Original: fi rst place, Tru-
ly “Green” Christmas by Waste 
Management; second place, Sail 
Away by Okeechobee Yatchette 
Club; third place, OHS Rodeo 
Team Tree.

Most Elegant: fi rst place, Metal-
lic Masterpiece by Xi Nu Omega; 
second place, Butterfl y Tree by 

Rhonda Peterman; third place, 
Pretty in Pink by Carol Elnicki.

Best Children’s Tree: fi rst place, 
Magic Kingdom by Seacoast Na-
tional Bank; second place, Crit-
ter’s Christmas by Barnyard Bud-
dies 4-H; third place, The Bear 
Tree by Timothy Schnieder.

Most Traditional: fi rst place, 
Christmas Flare by Jeanine 
Jankowski; second place, Christ-
mas in the Country by Indian 
River State College; third place, 
A Jingle Jangle Christmas by First 
United Methodist Youth Group.

Best Theme: fi rst place, A Very 
Victorian Christmas by Palm Vil-
lage Ranch; second place, Moot-
astic Christmas by 4-H Udder 
Bunch; third place, Bits and Spurs 
and Horses.

Most Festive Non-tree Christ-
mas item: fi rst place, Log Cabin 
Christmas by First Baptist Quil-
ters; second place Country Christ-
mas by Caitlin Knight.

Thank you to all of those who 

submitted items to help sup-

port the efforts of the Hospice

of Okeechobee and the Hamrick

Home and also for your continu-

ous support over the years.

In addition a special thanks 

goes out to Raulerson Hospital for

inclusion in the Tour of Homes

and the C.O.P. for traffi c control

during that time as well.

Hospice of Okeechobee is a 

non-profi t organization whose

mission is to care for the termi-

nally-ill. Services are provided

without regard to ability to pay.

The Festival of Trees helps raise

funds to provide patient care in

Okeechobee, including services

at the Hamrick Home. For more

information or to donate to the

festival call 863-467-2321.
Post your opinions in the Public

Issues Forum at www.newszap.com.
Reporter Chauna Aguilar can be 

reached at caguilar@newszap.com.

Annual Festival of Trees winners announced

Cheryl Rae 
McCormiack, 62

OKEECHOBEE — Cheryl Rae
McCormack, of Okeechobee, died
Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2008, in Rau-
lerson Hospital. She was 62.  

Born June 10, 1946, in New Alba-
ny,  Ind., she had been a resident of
Okeechobee since 1987. She en-
joyed bowling, fi shing, and camp-
ing.

She is survived by her husband,
David A. McCormack; sons, Scott
Bellus (Coreen) of Hobe Sound,
Doug Thomas (Maribel) of Okee-
chobee, David E McCormack (Ka-
thy) of Okeechobee; daughters, Jodi
White-Duncan (Ray) of River Ranch,
Cora McCormack, of Kissimmee,
Mary McCormack of Okeechobee;
mother, Frances Grinnel of Okee-
chobee; brother, Steve Buechler of
Panama City;15 grandchildren; and
four great-grandchildren.  

The family will receive friends on
Sunday  from noon until service time
of 1 p.m. in the Buxton Funeral
Home Chapel.

All arrangements are under the di-
rection and care of the Buxton Fu-
neral Home ad Crematory, 110 NE
5th St., Okeechobee.

Frank W. 
Whitmyer Jr., 84

OKEECHOBEE — Frank W. Whit-
myer Jr., of Elkhart, Ind. and Okee-
chobee, died Dec. 29, 2008, in 
Okeechobee. He was 84.

He was born April 28, 1924, in Elk-
hart, Ind., to the late Frank E. and 
Mildred (Curtis) Whitmyer Sr.

Mr. Whitmyer was a design engi-
neer for Speedgrip Chuck Inc., until 
his retirement.

He married Joyce Ireland on Oct. 
19, 1946, in Elkhart, Ind.

Mr. Whitmyer was a 1941 graduate 
of Elkhart High School, a World War 
II veteran of the Army where he re-
ceived a Bronze Star and a Purple 
Heat, a member of the Okeechobee 
VFW, Elkhart DAV and Bristol DAV, 
and an avid bowler for many years.

He is survived by his wife, Joyce; 
daughters, Linda (James) King of 
Parkland, Pamela (Steven of Bristol) 
Westlake of New York; sons, Frank 
E. (J. Michael Johnson) Whitmyer III 
of South Bend, Ind., Bill (Deb) Whit-
myer of Brighton, Mich.; seven 
grandchildren; seven great-grand-
children; and sister, Marjorie Swope 
of Elkhart, Ind.

He was preceded in death by a 
granddaughter, Cathy Haltom; and a 
sister, Winifred Rauguth.

Services will be 10 a.m. Saturday in 
the Hartzler-Gutermuth-Inman Fu-
neral Home, Elkhart, Ind. The Rev. 
Jack McGlasson will offi ciate. Visita-
tion will be held Friday from 4 to 7 
p.m. in the funeral home. Entomb-
ment in the Chapel of Faith Mausole-
um in Rice Cemetery.

Condolences may be sent to 
www.hartzlegutermuthinman.com.

Finance your vehicle with State Farm Bank and receive Total Loss 

Debt Cancellation*.  If your vehicle is totaled, and the insurance 

payment doesn't cover what you owe, State Farm Bank will cancel 

the remaining loan balance.  See me for more information.

State Farm Bank F.S.B. • Bloomington, IL

*Subject to satisfaction of the terms and conditions of the Total Loss Debt Cancellation provision. This is not an insurance policy.  

s ta te farm.com®

P071017  02/07

One more reason to 

F IN A NCE YOUR V EHICL E 
W I T H S TAT E FA RM BA NK ®.

Gretchen H Robertson
State Farm Agent
309 NE 2ND ST
Okeechobee, FL 34972
Bus: 863-763-5561  Toll Free: 800-741-2228
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Obituaries

Obituaries should be submit-
ted to the Okeechobee News by
e-mailing obits@newszap.com. 
Customers may also request 
photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is 
available at www.newszap.com.

Scrapbooking ‘Crop’ 
to be held

The “Croppin’ Crew” scrap-
bookers will hold an all-day 
crop on Saturday, Jan. 3, from 
10 a.m. until 5 p.m. This month 
the crop will take place at 
Peace Lutheran Church, 750 
N.W. 23rd Lane. Ann Daniels 
will be holding a class on how 
to make a ‘tin box scrapbook’ 
at 1 p.m. (Bring glue, cereal 
box cardboard, 1 and 1/2 yard 
of 3/8” ribbon and small fl ower 
or trim for top of tin.) All levels 
of scrapbookers are welcome. 
Please bring a covered dish if 
you wish to participate in our 
pot luck luncheon. For more in-
formation call Joan at 863-467-
0290 or Corry at 863-467-2231.

Red Cross class 
dates slated

The Okeechobee Branch of 
the American Red Cross will be 
holding the following the follow-
ing Health & Safety classes in 
January: * Tuesday, Jan. 6 - First 
Aid Basics at 6 p.m. * Wednesday, 
Jan. 14 - Infant/Child CPR/AED at 
6 p.m. * Tuesday, Jan. 20 - Adult 
CPR/AED at 6 p.m. All classes are 
held at their Branch offi ce located 
at 323 N. Parrott Ave. To register, 
or for more information call 863-
763-2488.

Glades County 
offi cials sworn in

The County Commissioners 
and newly Re-Elected County Of-
fi cials of Glades County will hold 
their Installation Ceremony on 
Tuesday night, Jan. 6 at the Doyle 

Conner Center at 7:00 P.M.  Coun-
ty Commissioners Butch Jones; 
District 1, Paul Beck; District 3, 
and Bob Giesler; District 5, along 
with Sheriff Stuart Whiddon, 
Clerk of Courts Joe Flint, Property 
Appraiser Larry Luckey, Tax Col-
lector Gail Jones, and Supervisor 
of Elections Holly Whiddon will 
be sworn into offi ce.  Everyone is 
cordially invited to attend.

Hollywood Musicals at 
the Library 

Ian Nairnsey, Okeechobee’s 
own authority on musicals, will 
present four programs in Janu-
ary at the library at 7 p.m. in 
the Okeechobee County Library 
Meeting Room. Ian will talk about 
the composers and their musicals 
and play musical selections. These 
programs are free and open to the 
public. The dates for the programs 
are: Fri., Jan. 6-George and Ira 
Gershwin in Hollywood; Friday, 
Jan. 13-Cole Porter in Hollywood; 
Friday, Jan. 20-Rodgers and Hart 
in Hollywood; Friday, Jan. 27-
Irving Berlin in Hollywood. For 
more information call Jan Day 
(Fehrman) at 863-357-9980.

Softball plans 
tryouts for season

The Okeechobee High School 
softball program will hold try-outs 
for 9th thru 12th graders on Jan. 8 
and 9 from 3 until 6 p.m. at the 
OHS softball fi eld. Any interested 
athletes must have a physical to 
participate in the try-out. Physi-
cal forms can be picked up from 
the main offi ce at OHS. If you are 
playing another sport at OHS and 
would like to try out or have any 

questions pertaining to try-outs 
please contact Coach Kim Har-
graves at 863-634-6322 as soon as 
possible.

Hospice holds
yard sale

Hospice of Okeechobee will 
host a Huge  3 day 1st of the year 
yard sale at the Blue Volunteer 
Building, next to The Hamrick 
Home (411 S.E. 4th Street) on 
Thursday, Jan. 8 from 8 a.m. until 
2 p.m. Friday Jan. 9, 8 a.m. until 
2 p.m. and Saturday Jan. 10  8 
a.m. until noon. Many new items 
available all monies raised will 
go towards patient care here in 
Okeechobee, including services 
provided at The Hamrick Home. 
For information, call Cathy at 863-
467-2321.

DAR to meet
The National Society, Daugh-

ters of the American Revolution 
has changed it’s regular meeting 
place from the Oakview Baptist 
Church to the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Public Library. We will nor-
mally be meeting on the fi rst Sat-
urday of each month September 
through May but for the month of 
January ONLY we will be meeting 
on Jan. 10, the second Saturday at 
the library.

Memorial service 
to be held

A memorial service to cel-
ebrate the life of Murray C. Yates, 
who passed away on Friday, Aug. 
29, 2008 at the age of 77, will be 
held on Saturday, Jan. 10 at the 
Okeechobee Moose Lodge, 159 

N.W. 36th St. It will begin at 2 
p.m. Murray was a member of the 
Loyal Order of the Moose from 
1965 until his death. He was a Le-
gionnaire, Past Governor and Fel-
low within the lodge. Family and 
friends are invited to attend.

Early Learning 
Coalition meeting 
dates set

Early Learning Coalition of 
Indian River, Martin & Okeecho-
bee Counties, Inc. – Okeechobee 
County Provider/Advisory Council 
Meeting Wednesday, Jan. 14, at 
noon. Location: American Red 
Cross, 323 North Parrott Avenue, 
Okeechobee. Early Learning 
Coalition of Indian River, Martin 
& Okeechobee Counties, Inc. – 
Bylaws/Personnel Committee 
Meeting, Wednesday, Jan. 14, at 
2 p.m. Location: American Red 
Cross, 323 North Parrott Avenue, 
Okeechobee.

Main Street 
Mixer planned

Okeechobee Main Street will 
kick off the New Year with their 
fi rst monthly mixer of the new 
year hosted by Raulerson Hos-
pital on Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2009. 
The January mixer will be held at 
the Raulerson Company Care Of-
fi ce in the blue top building just 
north of the hospital at 1930 Hwy. 
441 North. Main Street Mixers are 
a night of networking, refresh-
ments, door prizes and a chance 
for you to win the Mega 50/50 at 
the end of the year, so invite a 
friend and join us.

Community Events

Arnold’s Wildlife Rehabilita-
tion Center Inc. hosted close to 
300 adults and children at its Nov. 
8 open house fundraiser. “We 
were amazed at the turnout, es-
pecially considering the current 
state of the economy,” said Sue 
Arnold, owner and curator of the 
center. “We want to thank every-
one for their support.”

Visitors came from as near as 
Okeechobee, St, Lucie, Indian 
River, Highlands, Palm Beach, 
Martin and other counties – and 
as far away as Holland. Jacqueline 
Petiet of Hoorn, Holland, fl ew in 
from Amsterdam with her daugh-
ter, Jennifer Jorna, and mother, 
Margreet Petiet. They rented an 
RV and camped out at the wild-
life center, spending the weekend 
with Arnold and the critters. 

Kowe, a fi ve-month-old, 35-
pound female panther, was the 
star of the show. Volunteer Roger 
Newson gave panther education 
presentations to packed audienc-
es throughout the day.

Guests were treated to tours 
of the half-acre butterfl y garden, 
now in full bloom and full of but-
terfl ies; the animal compounds 
and nature trail; plus they enjoyed 
free hot dogs, snacks and bever-
ages.

“We truly appreciate the sup-
port from the community,” Arnold 
said. “It helps make our wildlife 

conservation efforts possible.”
The local 4-H Wild Bunch pro-

vided creative and educational 
activities for youngsters. “We’ve 
been doing this at the wildlife 
center open house for about fi ve 
years,” said 4-H Leader Doni Shef-
fi eld. “It adds even more fun to 
the event, especially for the little 
ones.” 

Arnold’s volunteers were on 
hand for guided tours of the ani-
mal compounds and half-acre 

butterfl y garden, guest check in, 
food service and a myriad of oth-
er duties to keep things running 
smoothly. “It’s not just our open 
house events, it’s every day of the 
year,” Arnold said. “We have an 
absolutely super group of people 
who provide a huge contribution 
to the center in terms of their time 
and effort, and we truly appreci-
ate their dedication.” 

Arnold’s Wildlife Rehabilita-
tion Center’s mission is to rescue, 

rehabilitate and return animals 
to their natural habitat. The cen-
ter was established 12 years ago 
and rehabilitates an average 700 
animals per year. It is a non-profi t 
501(c)(3) educational facility that 
relies completely on donations to 
fund its work.

For more information about 
the center or directions go to 
www.arnoldswildlife.org or call 
863-763-4630.

Arnold’s Wildlife thanks community

Submitted photos/Arnold’s Wildlife
From Holland to Okeechobee. From left to right are: Jacqueline Petiet, Sue Arnold, Jennifer 
Jorna and Margreet Petiet. 



TALLAHASSEE — Florida Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services 
Commissioner Charles H. Bron-
son is urging consumers to take 
time to check on the background 
of a health club or gym prior to 
signing up or buying a member-
ship as a gift. Many people want-
ing to start the New Year on a 
healthy note join gyms, but with-
out some investigation they may 
only lose money.

The Florida Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services 
regulates health clubs under the 
Health Studio Act, which provides 
some protections for consum-
ers in the event the club closes, 
moves, or the member cannot 
use the facilities for medical rea-
sons. Health clubs are required to 
register with the department, and 
many are also required to post a 
bond for member refunds in case 
the club goes out of business.

“Getting in shape is a great 
way to kick off 2009,” Commis-
sioner Bronson said. “There are 
rules and regulations that health 
clubs need to follow, and con-
sumers need to know what they 
are so they can be sure they are 
getting their money’s worth. 

Memberships can be a sizeable 
investment so it’s worth the time 
to fi nd out about a facility before 
signing a legal contract. Consum-
ers need to understand they can-
not just change their minds weeks 
or months after joining and stop 
paying dues.”

Currently, there are 2,266 
health clubs registered in Florida. 
During the past year, 369 clubs 
went out of business.

The law provides consumers 
with the right to cancel a contract 
within three days of signing it, ex-
clusive of holidays and weekends, 
but it must be done in writing. Af-
ter three days, it is a binding legal 
obligation. If a person becomes 
physically unable to use a sub-
stantial portion of the services 
for which they contracted, they 
can put a hold on the member-
ship until the disability ends. If the 
health studio goes out of business 
or moves more than fi ve driving 
miles away from the original lo-
cation it must provide, within 30 
days, a facility of equal quality lo-
cated within the fi ve miles or the 
contract is void.

Commissioner Bronson also 
recommends consumers follow 

these tips:
• Call the department’s help-

line at 1-800-HELPFLA (1-800-435-
7352) or 1-800-FLAYUDA (1-800-
352-9832) to make sure that the 
health studio is registered and to 
check its complaint history.

• Find out if the studio has 
posted a bond with the depart-
ment, as most clubs that collect 
fees in advance are required to 
do so. 

• Find out about the club’s 
cancellation policy in the event 
a member moves or becomes 
physically unable to use the facil-
ity.

• Visit the club during the 

hours you intend to use it to de-
termine whether the equipment
you want will be available at that
time.

• Make sure exactly what the 
membership fee covers. In some
cases, amenities such as racquet-
ball and basketball courts, child
care, towels, etc., cost extra.

Commissioner Bronson says 
that, like any legal document, it’s
important to read contracts thor-
oughly and make sure that all
promises are made in writing. Ask
questions to make sure the terms
of the membership contract are
understood and can be followed.

Check out health clubs before joining

Se Habla Espanõl
titleandlegalservices@yahoo.com

863-824-6776
1138 South Parrott Avenue

Member of Attorneys’ Title Insurance Fund, Inc.

Real Estate Closings • Title Insurance • For Sale By Owner Transactions
Divorces • Quiet Title Proceedings • Evictions • Quit Claim Deed

Corporations • Wills • Immigration 

If You Can’t Come to Us, We’ll Come to You!

Provide us with

your prior policy

and receive a 

reissue credit!

1804 S. Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

(863) 357-4622

R E A L  E S T A T E

DREAMCADREAMCATCHER REALTCHER REALTT YY
Maureen Kleiman, Lic. Real Estate Broker • 863-357-5900

Back on market -  3/2/2 brick home

SW 5th Ave.  Great curb appeal, great

location, close to everything. Recently

reduced $247,500 OBO

Desirable River Lake Estates SW

area home- 3/2/2 recently  updated.

New carpet, new DW.  Close to town

and schools.  Very nice home waiting

for you! $175,000

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

FULL SERVICE REALTOR Patricia Louise Goolsby, 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

Vicki Anderson • 863-634-4106
Eric Anderson • 863-634-4107

A NICE NEIGHBORHOOD, mobile home

with open floor concept, breakfast area in

kitchen, Pergo floors easy to maintain. Office

area for your business. MLS #201321,

$82,500. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

WATERFRONT PROPERTY. Well maintained

DWMH. Beautiful backyard, nicely landscaped

w/waterfall, bridge over stream running through

backyard. Many mature trees. Two nice sheds, fish

cleaning station with dock. Large private well

stocked lake. Circle drive-way. MLS #201595,

$89,000. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

WATERFRONT - JUST BRING YOUR

TOOTHBRUSH!! A turn key DWMH.

Furnished w/lg. workshop and shed. 3/2 is

priced to sell and ready for you. DON'T LET

THIS ONE GET AWAY. MLS 201290,

$89,900. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO OWN

WATERFRONT AT AN AFFORDABLE

PRICE. Property has its own boat ramp and con-

crete slab w/roof over. Fenced in lot. A MUST

SEE. PRICED TO SELL!! MLS #202115,

$72,900. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

BEAUTIFUL, SPACIOUS MODULAR

HOME ON 2.50 ACRES. Fruit orchard with 10

different fruit trees. Stainless steel appliances

w/child safe locking.  Huge pole barn with work-

shop. Deck with pool. Piece of paradise. Includes

vacant lot with plenty of trees. MLS #200986,

$299,000. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

FISHING PARADISE Adorable Park

Model on a deep private canal. It has a new

metal roof. Water softener and purifier.

Condo, Turn Key unit, completely furnished

right down to the dishes. MLS #94421,

$124,900. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

PRICE

REDUCED PRICE

REDUCED

Hazellief & Prevatt Realty Co.
David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144 

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

(863)
763-2104

Se 
Habla Espanol

1200 South Parrott Ave.
www.century21okeechobee.com • Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

•CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES•

4001-M Buckhead Ridge
lake access Mobile home with

attached screened room. Nice and
$98,000 MLS# 201911

•Foreclosure 13+ acres off of HWY 98 N.
ONLY $89,900 MLS# 202104
•Big "O" RV Park vacant lot or with home. 
•5+/- acres  @ NE 24th St. MLS# 201364 
•5+/-acres Sunset Strip Airpark @ SW 13th
St. MLS# 201396 

•Basswood lots from $15,000-$33,000
•7 Acres HWY 68 $110,000 
•Dark Hammock 2 10+/-acre parcels with
MH or without your choice

5033-H Dark Hammock 2-
story on 78+/- acres...over 4000 sq ft.

large brick fireplace, barn/stable w/tack
& feed room...RV hook up..ponds,walk up
attic, covered patio and porch,equestrian

wash area.  MLS# 200344  $649,900

5003-M: Kissimmee River
Est. like new 2/2 2005 DW MH,

CBS garage, new  metal building,shed,
new circular driveway, underground

utilities,  All sits on 6 corner lots. NOW
$120,000 MLS# 200629

5037-H 3/2 CBS home w/
attached garage located in Basswood.

Well taken care split bedroom plan, new
water system,and pave driveway, appli-

ances included. MLS# 201827

5043-M 4-Seasons MH on 1
fenced acre.  3/2 with fireplace,

large screened rear porch, circle drive-
way, large garage/workshop and

upstairs storage. MLS# 201860

WATERFRONT!

REDUCED!ON ONE ACRE!!

ON 47+/- ACRES!

5009-H: HOME ON ONE
ACRE. Completely fenced, large Old

Oaks, fruit trees, one car garage,open front
porch, screened back porch, lots of kitchen
cabinets, tile and carpet thru-out, and circle

driveway. Ready to  move in.$175,000
MLS# 202024 

ACREAGE / LOTS
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TALLAHASSEE—Lt.  Gover-
nor Jeff Kottkamp recently an-
nounced signifi cant reductions 
in cigarette smoking and binge 
drinking among Florida’s middle 
school and high school students 
since 2000, as reported by the 
2008 Florida Youth Substance 
Abuse Survey. In contrast to 
the signifi cant reductions being 
made each year, the 2008 survey 
confi rms the continuing trend of 
prescription drug abuse and high-
lights the need for future preven-
tion efforts. The Florida Offi ce of 
Drug Control, state agencies, law 
enforcement, substance abuse 
prevention coalitions, schools and 
community stakeholders have 
partnered to reduce substance 
abuse across the state.

“Children are Florida’s most 
vulnerable residents, and pro-
tecting them from the dangers of 
substance abuse is tremendously 
important,” said Lt. Governor 
Kottkamp. “Drug abuse threatens 
the health and safety of our chil-
dren and their families. The sur-
vey is vital to understanding how 
to prevent drug use.” 

According to the survey, which 
has been administered every year 
since 2000, drug use among 
Florida’s middle and high school 
students is down in 10 of 11 ar-
eas consistently measured over 
the history of the survey. From 
2007 to 2008, among middle and 
high school students, past 30-day 
use of alcohol and binge drinking 
declined signifi cantly. Long-term 

trends documented from 2000 to 
2008 include:

• Cigarette smoking is cut in 
half: The past 30-day use of ciga-
rettes among middle and high 
schoolers is at 9 percent, down 
from 18 percent in 2000.

• Binge drinking declines by 
4 percentage points since 2000: 
Binge drinking, defi ned as hav-
ing fi ve or more drinks in a row 
sometime during the previous 
two weeks, currently stands at 15 
percent, down from 19 percent in 
2000. 

• Use of any illegal drug other 
than marijuana continues to de-
cline: The percent of students 
who report using any illegal drug 
other than marijuana has de-
clined by 24 percent since 2000 
and now stands at a historically 
low 6.6 percent.

• Early initiation continues 
to decline: Research confi rms 
that if our youth make it to adult-
hood without experimenting with 
drugs, they are far less likely to 
start using later in life. The 2008 
survey documents an important 
decline in the percentage of high 
school students who fi rst used al-

cohol (by 8.6 percentage points), 
tobacco (by 19.5 percentage 
points), and marijuana (by 6.7 
percentage points) before the age 
of 14.

• New question on over-
the-counter drugs:  For the fi rst 
time, middle schoolers were 
asked about their use of over-the-
counter drugs – such as cold and 
cough medications – in order to 
get high. The lifetime prevalence 
rate of over-the-counter drug 
abuse (4.9 percent) is higher than 
the rate for any illegal drug except 
marijuana.

• Prescription drugs emerging 
as a dangerous source of abuse: 
4.5 percent of high school seniors 
report abusing prescription pain 
relievers in the past 30 days, and 
3.8 percent report abusing pre-
scription depressants – more than 
any other illegal drug (excluding 
marijuana). Results from the 2002 
survey (the fi rst time this question 
was asked) were nearly identical, 
indicating a continuing trend in 
prescription drug abuse.

“The 2008 report suggests 
major progress in reducing un-
derage drinking,” said Offi ce of 

Drug Control Director Bill Janes. 
“Prevalence rates for the vast ma-
jority of drugs monitored by the 
FYSAS have been signifi cantly 
reduced over the past eight years. 
This is a testament to the tremen-
dous progress the state has made 
toward enhancing the preven-
tion infrastructure in the areas of 
assessment, strategic planning, 
and implementation of evidence-
based programs and policies. Our 
communities are making a real 
difference.”

“While drug use is down over-
all, parents need to be acutely 
alert to the dangers posed by le-
gally accessible substance like 
inhalants, alcohol, prescription 
drugs, and over-the-counter med-
ications. Parents need to do their 
part to keep young people safe by 
restricting the availability of these 
substances within their homes 
and by closely monitoring their 
children’s activities,” Janes said.

Florida’s Drug Control Strat-
egy acknowledges that there is 
no one-size-fi ts-all approach to 
ensuring that children, families, 
and communities are healthy and 
safe. Florida’s diverse communi-

ties must prioritize their needs
and select the most effective strat-
egies that will be used to tackle
their unique profi le of substance
abuse problems. The continued
support of community anti-drug
coalitions is vital to prevention ef-
forts throughout the state. In ad-
dition, the dramatic progress the
state has made in reducing youth
alcohol, tobacco, and other drug
use is a result of the ongoing ex-
pansion of our community-based
efforts and the support of state
agencies.

Florida’s youth survey mea-
sures youth substance use an-
nually across the state, and in
alternate years, in each county.
The 2008 edition included 91,471
valid returns from sixth through
12th graders in 66 of Florida’s 67
counties. (Sarasota County is not
included among the counties sur-
veyed because it chose to admin-
ister an internal survey that is not
comparable to the Florida Youth
Substance Abuse Survey.) The full
report is available online at www.
dcf.state.fl .us/mentalhealth/publi-
cations/fysas/.

Drug use down overall among Florida teens

New Year, New Health 
Changes for Smokers
Angela Kelly, MPH
OCHD Tobacco Prevention 
Specialist

Every year about this time, 
people begin thinking about the 
New Year and the changes it will 
bring. Some people make New 
Year’s resolutions to lose weight, 
get a better job, or to make other 
positive changes in their lives. Mil-
lions of Americans will also make 
a serious health 
resolution to 
quit smoking. 
The United 
States Surgeon 
General has 
said, “Smoking 
cessation repre-
sents the single 
most important 
step that smok-
ers can take to 
improve the length and quality of 
their lives.” Also in its reports, the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention stated that tobac-
co is the leading cause of death 
in the United States; killing more 
than 400,000 Americans annually, 
and that another 8,000 Americans 
suffer from a smoking-caused dis-
ease, disability, or other serious 
health problems such as cancer 
of the lung, larynx, oral cavity, and 
others. Smoking is also a contribu-
tor in the development of cancers 
of the bladder, pancreas, uterus, 
cervix, and kidney. It also causes 
most cases of chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease also known 
as COPD, which includes emphy-

sema and chronic bronchitis. To 
reduce your risks of being faced 
with these health problems, com-
mitting to changing your smoking 
habit is very important.

Nobody says that making the 
change to quit smoking will be 
easy, but you don’t have to do it 
alone. In fact, trying to quit cold 
turkey without a support network 
may only set you up for failure. 
Believing and making a commit-
ment to quit smoking will help 
you, even if it takes a thousand 
attempts. Just consider the posi-
tive results of making the health 
change to quit smoking for good, 
and how it will improve your life-
style. For example, stress reduc-
tion, more money and energy, 
improvement in circulation, bet-
ter breathing, decreased risks for 
heart disease and stroke, better 
smelling breath and better tasting 
foods are all benefi ts of quitting 
smoking.

The Okeechobee County 
Health Department Tobacco Pre-
vention and Education program is 
here to help you with the process 
to quit smoking and improve your 
health. Quit Smoking Now Class-
es are available free of charge, 
and can provide you with the 
skills and knowledge to help you 
quit smoking. Smokers may also 
call the Florida Quit Line 1-877-
822-6669 and receive counseling 
sessions in English and Spanish, 
self help materials, and free nico-
tine replacement while supplies 
last. For more information about 
the Tobacco Prevention Program 
please contact the Health Depart-
ment at 863-462-5781.

Okeechobee Health
Department Report

Angela Kelly

FLORIDA—Residents living 
in and around the Okeechobee 
community can be screened to 
help prevent a stroke. The com-
plete screening package now 
includes a new Heart Rhythm 
screening, checking for irregular 
heartbeat, which is a major risk 
factor for stroke.

Life Line Screening, the na-
tion’s leading provider of pre-
ventative health screenings, will 
be at the First Missionary Baptist 
Church on Jan. 28. The site is lo-
cated at 906 N.W. Ninth Ave. in 
Okeechobee. Appointments will 
begin at 9 a.m.

A stroke also known as a “brain 
attack” is ranked at the third lead-
ing cause of death in the United 
States and often occurs without 
warning. In fact, four out of fi ve 
people who suffer a stroke have 
no apparent warning signs prior 

to the stroke. The good news is 
that with early detections 80% of 
strokes can be prevented.

Screenings are painless, ac-
curate and affordable. They help 
identify potential health problems 
such as blocked arteries and ir-
regular heart rhythm, abdominal 
aortic aneurysms and hardening 
of the arteries in the legs, which 
is a strong predictor of heart dis-
ease. A bone density screening to 
assess osteoporosis risk is also of-
fered and is appropriate for both 
men and women.

Register for a Wellness Pack-
age with Heart Rhythm for $149. 
All fi ve screenings take 60-90 min-
utes to complete.

For more information, or to 
schedule an appointment, please 
call 1-877-237-1287. Preregistra-
tion is required.

Osteoporosis and 
stroke screening 
is on the way



Advertising is the
key to a successful

business!
www.newszap.com

OKEECHOBEE’S FINEST OPEN M RI

115 NE 3rd St.
Suite A

863-824-6736
SSPECIALTY TRAINED/BOARD CERTIFIED RADIOLOGISTS

We’re Still Here For You!
The Best is Right Here!

OPEN MRI
OF OKEECHOBEE

MRI GYNECOLOGIST

James E. Bradfield, MD FACOG
Gynecology • Board Certified

Evening and Saturday
Appointments

Email:  drbradfield@earthlink.net

863-763-8000
1713 Hwy 441 N, Suite F, Okeechobee

All Major
Insurances
Accepted

Menopausal
Disorders

Endometriosis
Incontinence

Infertility
Menstrual

Abnormalities
Sterilization

Laser Surgery
Minimally

Invasive Surgery

NEUROLOGY

Masood Hashmi, M.D.
General Adult Neurology

Specializing in the treatment of
Parkinson’s Disease, Seizures, Multiple

Sclerosis, Migraines, Peripheral Neuropathy

and Dementia

Special Interest in Treatment of 

Complex Regional Pain Syndrome

109 NE 19th Drive • Okeechobee

(863) 467-0974

HEALTHCARE

UROLOGY

BOARD CERTIFIED IN UROLOGY
Specializing in:

DAVID A. SIGALOW, M.D.

215 N.E. 19th Dr. • Okeechobee • (863) 763-0217

• ADULT & PEDIATRIC UROLOGY
• BLADDER & KIDNEY INFECTIONS

• IMPOTENCE/IMPLANTS
• NO SCALPEL VASECTOMY

GENERAL AND VASCULAR SURGERY

Call 763-3134 Today!
The 2008 – 2009 Okeechobee News Medical Information Guide is available at
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

Announcing
Philip W. Moyer, M.D.

General and Vascular Surgery
(Relocating from Oklahoma to join the

staff at Raulerson Hospital)

Specializing in: 
•Laparoscopic Abdominal 

Surgery

•Skin cancer procedures

•Breast Cancer procedures

•Vascular Surgery

•Hernia Repair

•Minimally invasive thoracic 

surgery

•Vascular access for kidney 

failure

•Thyroid and other endocrine   

surgical procedures

•Varicose vein surgery  

Accepting New Patients
(863) 357-0045

245 NE 19th Drive, Okeechobee, FL 34972

Philip W. Moyer, M.D. 

Diplomate American Board

of General Surgery

REHAB THERAPY/NURSING HOME
We Love toWe Love to Care. . .Care. . .

Okeechobee Health Care FacilityOkeechobee Health Care Facility
1646 Highway 441 North • Okeechobee

Call 863-763-2226 for a Personalized Tour with SandyFive-Star Rating
�����

Family Owned & Operated, providing care to elderly citizens of
Okeechobee and surrounding counties since December 1984

• Rehab Therapy
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Therapy
• Out-Patient Therapy

• Available 24 Hours/7 Days a Week
• Long-Term Care Available
• Secure Dementia/Alzheimer’s Unit
• Dietician-Planned Meals
• Stimulating Daily Activities

Skilled Long & Short Term Care Facility

•Specialized Wound Care
•Full Time Medical Director
•Dialysis Support
•Alzheimer’s Support Groups
• Intravenous Therapy

•Resident & Family Council Groups
•Specialized HIV Care
•Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy
•24 hour Registered Nurse Staffing
•Therapeutic Activities

• Jody Carter, Assistant, C.E.O •
230 South Barfield Highway Pahokee, Florida 33476-1834

PHONE: 561-924-5561 • FAX: 561-924-9466
Other facilities in Gainesville & Bradenton • Visit our website at www.floridacare.net

Healthcare Services Include:

120 BEDS
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Financial Peace University 
(FPU), the 13-week program 
taught by Dave Ramsey, has 
helped more than 650,000 fami-
lies positively change their fi nan-
cial future. This life-changing 
program teaches families and 
individuals how to handle their 
money through common-sense 
principles and small group ac-
countability. FPU is available for 
churches, companies, military 
bases, fi nancial literacy programs, 
Spanish speaking organizations 
and community groups. FPU 
classes will be held in Okeecho-
bee at:

Peace Lutheran Church lo-
cated at 750 Northwest 23rd Lane 
in Okeechobee. The classes will 
begin Monday, Jan. 12, 2009 at 
6 p.m. Contact Drew Achong at 
863-763-5042 or PLC_Youth@
comcast.net for more informa-
tion or to register. 

As they work on a Total Mon-
ey Makeover, the average family 
pays off $5,300 in debt and saves 
$2,700 in the fi rst 91 days after 
beginning FPU and is completely 
out of debt, except for the mort-
gage, in 18 to 24 months. “We’ve 
actually relieved ourselves of over 
$50,000 worth of debt in two 

years just from using these princi-
ples,” said Russ Lee, former FPU 
participant.

Dave Ramsey began teaching 
FPU classes in 1994 every night 
around Nashville, Tenn. In 1997, 
FPU was made available on video 
across the country with thou-
sands of classes around the na-
tion today.

The program is made up of 
13 life-changing lessons taught 
by Dave in a fun and entertain-
ing way. “I like to put the cookies 
on the shelf where everyone can 
reach them,” says Mr. Ramsey. Af-
ter each lesson the group meets 

to help each other plan budgets, 
discuss successes and tempta-
tions, and support each other in 
their journey to beat debt and 
build wealth. Topics covered in-
clude:

Saving for emergencies 
Budgeting 
Relationship and money is-

sues 
Buying big bargains 
Getting out of debt 
Understanding investments 
Understanding insurance 
Retirement and college plan-

ning 
Buyer beware 

Real estate mortgages 
Careers and extra jobs 
Each class participant needs 

a kit. Special rates are routinely 
available online at www.daver-
amsey.com or by calling 888-227-
3223. Included in the cost of the 
kit is a lifetime family membership 
to FPU, allowing the participant 
to return to any class at anytime 
for a refresher course. The kit also 
includes an FPU workbook, an 
FPU envelope system, 13 audio 
lessons, bonus CD, budgeting 
forms, debit card holders, and 
Ramsey’s best-selling book – Fi-
nancial Peace. 

“FPU classes are changing lives 

across the country every day,”

says Louis Falzetti, executive vice

president of Financial Peace Uni-

versity . “There is something for

everyone in this program whether

you are barely making ends meet,

just trying to plan for retirement,

or seeking to build wealth. No

matter what your fi nancial situa-

tion, you will fi nd FPU to be the

best motivational tool available

across the nation to help you at-

tain fi nancial peace.”

Visit www.daveramsey.com to 

locate the nearest class.

Local families to gain hope for fi nancial peace

Welcome new members: 
Best Western Lake Okeechobee, 
Owners: Jay and Nina Patel, Man-
ager: Cindy Murphy. 3975 Hwy 
441 South, phone: 863-357-7100.

David Lee Padgitt of Buckhead 
Ridge Insurance, LLC, 1070 6th 
Street, 863-763-3883. 

Your membership next 
year could be free! Okeecho-
bee Main Street will kick off the 
New Year with a Membership 
Drive Contest. Those who wish to 
participate will be given Okeecho-
bee Main Street brochure applica-
tions. You will stamp your busi-
ness name on the brochure and 
give it to patrons who come into 
your business. When they are re-
turned to the Main Street offi ce by 
the patron for membership the 
patron will be given a ticket for a 
chance to win a monthly drawing 
for a prize equivalent to $50, they 
will also be given a membership 
decal that has the Main Street 
logo and the words “MEMBER – 
I SHOP OKEECHOBEE on it. The 
Business Member or Member that 
brings in the most new members 
will receive the following year’s 
membership free; the free mem-
bership prize will be equivalent to 
the current year’s membership. 
If you would like to participate 
in our 2009 membership drive 
please call me so I can get the 
brochures to you.

One of our members has com-
mercial offi ce space for rent: 
1,145 Square feet for $1500 a 
month which includes utilities. 
Call Kathy Godwin for details at 
863-634-7728.

Quality A/C located at 5351 
SW 16th Avenue has large 18 X 
24 offi ce space for rent. Rental in-
cludes utilities and taxes at $125 
per week. Go by to see it or call 
863-634-3258 for more informa-
tion.

It’s a new year…make it 
a new you! Physicians Weight 
Loss Centers is having a New 
Years Blowout! January 2 and 3 
with huge savings! Receive free 
B-12 shots and 40 percent off 
your program fees when you join 
during these two days only. Go by 
414 S. Parrott Avenue, Suite B for 
a free consultation. Financing is 
also available, call 863-357-9967.

The Okeechobee Service Cen-
ter of the American Red Cross 
will be holding a First Aid Ba-
sics Class on Tuesday, Jan. 
6, Infant/ Child CPR/AED on 
Wednesday, Jan. 14 and Adult 
CPR/AED on Tuesday, Jan. 20. 
All classes will begin at 6 p.m. at 
the Service Center, 323 North Par-
rott Avenue. Call 863-763-2488 to 
register or for more information.

The Governing Board of the 
South Florida Water Manage-
ment District will hold a pub-
lic hearing on proposed year 
round landscape irrigation 
conservation measures on 
Thursday Jan. 15, 9 a.m. at the 
District Offi ce on Gun Club Road 
in West Palm Beach. For more 
information call 1-800-250-4200, 
ext. 3019

Have a great week, I hope the 
New Year brings you loads of hap-
piness and good health!

Mainstreet Clipboard

By Jon Geitner
Senior Vice President
Seacoast National Bank

Of the “5 Cs of Credit” (Char-
acter, Collateral, Capacity, Capital, 
and Condition), the most impor-
tant of these is Capacity. Capacity 
is a direct reference to the ability 
of the borrower to repay the debt. 
In other words, is there suffi cient 
income (debt service) to allow for 
not only the repayment of the loan 
but to also service the customer’s 
other monthly obligations.

An individual’s income is ana-
lyzed on a monthly basis. For 
most people, the income they 
receive is paid, at a bare mini-
mum, once per month. This then 
allows people to meet fi xed ob-
ligations, such as mortgages and 
car payments which also occur 
monthly. It is important because if 
a borrower doesn’t have enough 
money to make their payment 
the fact that they may want to 
doesn’t matter. Without suffi cient 
income, no loan can be properly 
repaid.

Qualifi ed income can come 
from many sources. Social Se-
curity, salary, interest, dividends, 
pensions, rental income, child 
support, alimony, and even lot-
tery winnings, if recurring, can be 
considered as income. The big-
gest challenge is usually proving 
the income claimed. Tax returns, 
payroll stubs, W-2s, and bank 
statements are common forms of 
documentation that lenders will 
ask borrowers to produce in or-
der to prove the income claimed 

on an application.
Once annual income is veri-

fi ed it will be broken down into 
monthly increments. For the pur-
pose of borrower qualifi cation 
“gross monthly income” or GMI 
is used, not net. It can be consid-
ered either jointly or individually, 
depending upon how the applica-
tion is fi led. Then, fi xed monthly 
payments, usually in the form of 
other loan obligations, are calcu-
lated. Variable amounts, such as 

electric and phone bills, are not 
included.

Capacity is the one area of 
lending money that is based en-
tirely upon proven formulas. 
These formulas are commonly 
referred to as “debt to income” or 
DTI. This is simply a ratio of the 
monthly payments to the monthly 
income. For illustration, let’s say 
your current fi xed monthly pay-
ments total $300 and your gross 
monthly income is $1000. Your 
DTI ratio would be $300/$1000 
or 30%. This ratio would be ac-
ceptable to most lenders. Now 
let’s say the loan you were apply-
ing for would increase your fi xed 
monthly payments by $150 from 

$300 to $450. Applying the same

formula, your new DTI would

be $450/$1000 or 45%. By most

standards your DTI would be too

high and your request would be

denied.

If you think of it in practical 

terms you need to consider how

much money you have left, after

your fi xed expenses are paid, to

live on. The prudent lender will

generally cap their DTI at 40%, al-

though exceptions can be made

if you have signifi cant income,

leaving you substantially more

money, after fi xed expenses, to

take care of your other living ex-

penditures.

Borrowers should know the 5 Cs of credit

Submitted photo/Teresa Chandler

Counting Change
Seacoast National bank employees count change for the Salvation Army throughout the 
month of December. All of the money collected remains in Okeechobee to benefi t local 
residents. Thank you to all who donated! Those who helped in the counting were: Kandi 
Koedam, Hattie Bennett, Kip Gardener and Joseph Marcinek.



These conservation measures are 
now working in favor of both gov-
ernmental entities.

Mayor Jim Kirk said one of his 
goals for the new year was to at-
tract industry to the city’s industri-
al park that would provide more 
jobs.

On a positive note, the mayor 
said the city has started a side-
walk project which he would like 
to see extended to all the city’s 
streets as funds allow. He added 
that in some cases, it would only 
be possible to put a sidewalk on 
one side of the street.

If funding is available the may-
or would like to see city hall reno-
vated and the installation of an 
elevator to make it handicapped 
accessible.

The mayor said keeping the 
same level of service and retain-
ing all employees would be a 
major challenge. He said the 
city would need all the current 
employees to maintain the same 
level of service.

“It has certainly been an incred-
ible nine months,” county admin-
istrator Lyndon Bonner said of his 
fi rst few months in offi ce. He felt 
like he had done a good job of ad-
dressing the priorities given him 
by the Okeechobee County Board 
of County Commissioners.

The county administrator said 
the county will face a number of 
challenges in the coming year.

The number one issue he 
sees is the economy. He plans
to monitor the fi nancial situation
closely and watch nickels and
dimes much more closely than in
the past.

Mr. Bonner praised the county 
commissioners for looking to the
future while facing the problems
of today.

He, too, will be struggling to 
provide what he calls “good ser-
vices” and retaining employees
with dwindling fi nancial resourc-
es.

Post your opinions in the Public
Issues Forum at www.newszap.com.
Reporter Pete Gawda can be reached 

at pgawda@newszap.com.

Advertising in the
Okeechobee News
It’s a Bright Idea!

DERMATOLOGY

GASTROENTEROLOGY/HEPATOLOGY

Call today at 763-3134
The 2008 – 2009 Okeechobee News Medical Information Guide is available at
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=56360&pagenum=1

Use this interactive site to browse through articles and advertisements on our updated Newszap website

Office: (863) 357-8222

Albert Bravo, M.D.

Internal Medicine &
Gastroenterology (GI)

Board Certified in Gastroenterology

Treating conditions of the esophagus, stomach, small
intestine, colon, liver, gallbladder and the biliary system.

Diseases of the Digestive System

Endoscopy • Colonoscopy

225 NE 19th Drive • Okeechobee, FL 34972

You Need a Second
Opinion Now! Before
It’s Too Late. . .

Learn about Cyberknife Radiation Technology that emphasizes:
1. Increased cancer control rates compared to conventional technology
2. Ease of Treatment
3. Fewer visits due to shorter course of therapy
4. Safety with less side effects
Expert radiation doctors with the most experience are always available to

address your every need. Free transportation is available.  If you are cur-
rently being treated with radiation, call us and we will perform a free eval-
uation and offer an unbiased opinion.  Radiation therapy does not have to
be scary anymore with the the best combination of expert physicians and
world class cutting edge technology right here, just a phone call away.

Together we can win the battle against cancer. . .today!

Ramesh Kumar, MD 
William Crook, MD 
Julie Santelli, MD

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Talk to the experts at 
Big Lake Cancer
Center and Coastal
Cyberknife and
Radiation Oncology.  

If you or your loved one is being treated with
radiation TWICE A DAY for cancer. . .STOP!

Big Lake Cancer Center
1115 N. Parrott Ave • Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 467-9500

Coastal Cyberknife &
Radiation Oncology

5550 S US Hwy 1 • Ft. Pierce, FL 34982

(772) 293-0377

RADIATION ONCOLOGISTS

BOARD CERTIFIED

BY THE AMERICAN

BOARD OF

DERMATOLOGY

FELLOWS OF THE

AMERICAN SOCIETY

FOR MOHS

SURGERY

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

Tim Ioannides,M.D.
�

**Medicare, Humana
and Employers

Mutual accepted**

OKEECHOBEE
863-467-9555

1924 US Highway 441, N.

VERO BEACH
772-778-7782

1155 35th Lane, 

Ste. 202
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Okeechobee News/Pete Gawda
Employees of the City of 
Okeechobee and Okeecho-
bee Asphalt and Ready Mixed 
Concrete spent the last day 
of 2008 pouring a concrete 
parking area for Central El-
ementary School. As funds 
allow in 2009 the city plans 
to continue the concrete 
work by putting in more side-
walks.

of cocaine.
Booker was charged with pos-

session of marijuana under 20 
grams and possession of drug par-
aphernalia. Both of those charges 
are misdemeanors.

At trial, Circuit Court Judge 
Sherwood Bauer Jr. found that 
Deputy Ellis had a valid reason for 
stopping the car and for asking the 
passengers to get out of the car. 
The judge also ruled that Smith’s 

handing the pill bottle to Deputy 
Marrero did not constitute an un-
lawful search since Smith volun-
tarily gave the pills to the deputy.

However, Smith and his appeals 
attorney argued that the “... pro-
duction of the pill bottle was not 
voluntary because Deputy Marrero 
told Smith that a search was im-
minent, and the cocaine found at 
the jail was ‘fruit of the poisonous 
tree.’”

The appeals court agreed.
“In this case, the trial judge 

should have granted Smith’s mo-
tion to suppress because, in ex-
amining the totality of the circum-

stances, Smith’s act of giving the 
pill bottle to the police was not 
voluntary,” states DCA records.

The court ruled that when 
Smith saw the other passengers 
being searched it made his subse-
quent handing of the pill bottle to 
the deputy “the product of an im-
minent pat down and not the result 
of an independent act of free will.”

The 4th DCA also ruled that 
Smith was intimidated by the pres-
ence of the K-9.

Even though that conviction 
was overturned, in June of 2008 
an Okeechobee County grand jury 
returned a true bill and indicted 

Smith on a charge of fi rst-degree 
murder. He was also charged with 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance without a prescription.

Smith is accused of killing 14-
month-old Xavion Leach in 2006.

Xavion died Jan. 20, 2006, at 
St. Mary’s Hospital in West Palm 
Beach after he was taken off life 
support. He had been kept alive 
for eight days.

According to Detective Bettye 
Taylor of the Okeechobee City Po-
lice Department (OCPD) the tod-
dler’s offi cial cause of death was 
blunt force trauma to the head. 
She stated in her arrest report that 

the toddler had a baseball-sized 
bruise on his brain.

The toddler also suffered a frac-
tured skull and spinal cord bruising 
at the base of his skull, she said.

During a Jan. 15, 2006, inter-
view Smith reportedly told Detec-
tive Taylor that he found the child 
lying on the fl oor as if he had fallen 
out of bed. Smith was alone with 
the child for about 30 minutes 
while Xavion’s mother went to get 
some food.

Smith, 6-feet-1 and 220 pounds, 
told the detective he fi rst started 
to do cardio pulmonary resuscita-
tion (CPR) but realized that Xavion 

wasn’t breathing, stated the detec-
tive’s report. He then shook the
baby and placed Xavion on the
bed and started “popping” his face
and shaking him in an effort to re-
vive the child, the report added.

Detective Taylor said Smith be-
gan shaking the baby but said “...
he saw that lost look in the child’s
eyes, which he said he had seen
before ....”

“The massive injuries we saw 
did not look like the child fell out
of the bed,” said OCPD Detective
Bill Saum.

A trial date on Smith’s latest 
charges has not been set.

Drug
Continued From Page 1

Revenue
Continued From Page 1

ers is covering the cost of the Agri-
Civic Center for this event.

Last year, over 1,300 partici-
pants received information and 
give-aways from 80 vendors and 
many volunteers.

The expo is organized to be a 
fun and educational day aimed 
at educating the community on 
health and safety issues. The 
event will have booths aimed at 
many different age groups from 
the children to senior citizens.

During the event, each partici-
pant will also get a ticket for a free 
hot dog, chips and a drink. Do-
nations of food, snacks, etc. are 
also greatly appreciated. Please 
contact Sharon Vinson if you can 
contribute in any way.

Last year there were booths 
of emergency equipment, such 
as law enforcement vehicles, fi re 
trucks, ambulances, a helicopter 
and brush trucks. The Depart-
ment of Forestry’s Smokey Bear 
was also in attendance promot-
ing fi re safety.

The Blood Bank will also at-
tend the Expo this year.

While some grant funding is 
expected there will be expendi-
tures for signs, liability insurance 
and other expenses. The event is 
set up so that vendors and patrons 
have a completely free day. There 
are no charges for attending the 
event or setting up as a vendor.

Each booth is required to have 
giveaways such as pens, pencils, 
stickers, snacks and an item to be 
given away via a drawing. In addi-
tion, each booth will display and/
or share health or safety informa-
tion.

Vendors/agencies must pro-
vide their own table, chairs and 
other items necessary for the dis-
play. Electricity will not be avail-
able. Space is still available, both 
under the covered roof and out-
side.

Donations for the event are 
also being accepted. Anyone 
wishing to donate money, or 
other needed items, can contact 
any of the individuals listed be-
low. Participation is not limited to 
booth participation.

There will be scheduled en-
tertainment throughout the event 
with a different performance ev-
ery 30 minutes. Last year’s enter-
tainment included several com-
petition cheerleading groups and 
dance groups. If you have any 
ideas for participating in the en-
tertainment area please contact 
organizers as soon as possible.

If you would like to participate, 
vendor/agency registration forms 
can be obtained by contacting: 
Sharon Vinson at 863-462-5000, 
ext. 257; Angela Kelly at 863-462-
5781; Barbara Godejohn at 863-
462-5800; or, Donny Arnold 863-
634-6464.

The following groups will 
have a display at the Health and 
Safety Expo: KidCare; AARP Driv-
er Safety Classes; Air-A-Medics; 

American Fire Sprinkler Associa-
tion; American Red Cross; Area 
Agency on Aging; Babies “R” Us; 
Big Lake Hospice; Brennan Eye 
Care; Children Burn Foundation 
of Florida; Coalition for Indepen-
dent Living Options; Early Learn-
ing Coalition of Indian River, Mar-
tin and Okeechobee; Economic 
Opportunities of IRC Inc. Head 
Start; EcoQuest International; 
Okeechobee Health Department 
(various areas); Indian River State 
College (various areas); Florida 
Fire Marshals and Inspections 
Association; Florida Poison Infor-
mation Center, Tampa General 
Hospital; Girl Scouts of Southeast 
Florida; Healthy Start; Helping 
People Succeed-Healthy Families; 
Herbalife; Hibiscus Children’s 
Center; Innovative Treatment 
Services, Inc.; March of Dimes; 
Martha’s House, Inc.; OCSB Mi-

grant Education; Okeechobee 
Community Traffi c Safety Team; 
Okeechobee Discount Drugs; 
Okeechobee Educational Foun-
dation, Inc.; Okeechobee Emer-
gency Management; Okeechobee 
Juvenile Offender Corrections; 
Okeechobee Substance Abuse 
Coalition; Okeechobee Vision 
Care; Planned Parenthood; PND 
Inc. Physical Therapy; Profession-
al Respiration Home Care Inc.; 
Raulerson Hospital; Reach FM; 
Riverside National Bank; Sandy 
Pines; Seacoast National Bank; 
South Florida Water Management 
District; St. Lucie County Fire Dis-
trict; Students Working Against 
Tobacco (SWAT); Suncoast Medi-
cal Equipment; Pentecostals of 
Okeechobee; Treasure Coast 
Crime Stoppers; Visiting Nurse 
Association; and the Welcome 
House Drop-in Center.

Expo
Continued From Page 1

File photo
The Aeromed helicopter allowed patrons to get aboard to see 
what it is like to fl y in their helicopter during last year’s Health 
and Safety Expo which will be held at the Okeechobee Agri-
Civic Center on Saturday, Jan. 17, 2009.



PRIVATE WATERFRONT RENTALS
From $700 Month

* Key West 1/1 Furnished Cottage - Dade County Pine Hardwood  
Floors - adorable wrap around porch on Taylor Creek

* Gorgeous setting on Taylor Creek, 2bd/1ba, fully furnished, washer  
dryer. Huge fenced in backyard-Concrete boat ramp.

Rent towards purchase w/10% dn.
(863) 467-8683 • (772) 215-1680

CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE

     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee will 
meet in Regular Session on Tuesday, January 6, 2009, 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, 55 SE 
3rd Ave, Rm 200, Okeechobee, Florida.  The public is invited and encouraged to at-
tend.  A copy of the agenda will be available on our website at www.cityofokeecho-
bee.com, or contact City Administration at (863) 763-3372 x 212.
     
     PLEASE TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that if any person desires to appeal any 
decision made by the City Council with respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting, such interested person will need a record of the proceedings, and for such 
purpose may need to ensure a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  
City Clerk media are used for the sole purpose of back-up for the Clerk’s Offi ce.

    In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Florida Statute 
286.26, persons with disabilities needing special accommodation to participate in 
this proceeding should contact Lane Gamiotea, no later than two (2) working days 
prior to the proceeding at 863-763-3372 x 214; if you are hearing or voice impaired, 
call TDD 1-800-955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY).

by: James E. Kirk, Mayor
     Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk
305672 ON 01/02/09

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2008-CA-193

MEECORP CAPITAL MARKETS, LLC.,
a New Jersey limited liability company,
     Plaintiff
vs.
DRY LAKE DEVELOPMENTS, INC., a Florida corporation; 3D DEVELOPMENT SER-
VICES, LLC, a Florida limited liability company; WINSOME JACKSON; M H FUNDING 
& INVESTMENTS LLC, a Florida limited liability company; NEFF RENTAL, INC., a 
Florida corporation; SOARES DA COSTA CS, LLC, a Florida limited liability company; 
and IRMA RODRIGUEZ,
     Defendants,
and
L.J. CLARK CONSTRUCTION, INC. a Florida corporation;
     Third Party Plaintiff
vs.
HOPE P. ANDERSON, GARY PLANGE, and ALICIA N. HAL (as to Lot 15), RUDOLPH 
LLOYD DIXON (as to Lot 27), LEE ROUGH (as to Lot 56), ADEEL MUKHTAR, ARIF 
WAJID, and JAWAD BAIG (as to Lot 60), SALVADOR Y. BORTONE (as to Lot 61), 
BRUCE GOLDSTEIN and PAMELA GOLDSTEIN (as to Lot 64), VYACHESLAV GINZ-
BUR, YEVGENCY GINZBURG, SIRANUSH KHACHATRYAN and PAUL BREYTMAN (as 
to Lot 65), RAM VENKATESH, LATHA VENKATESH, and NINA VENKATESH (as to 
Lot 66), LUSIK APKARIA, AVEDIS APKARIAN, KARAPET PARONYAN, and SUREN 
G. TUMASYAN (as to Lot 67), RKS & SKS PROPERTIES, LLC. (as to Lot 68), DAN-
IEL SANOVEI (as to Lot 83), LUE CLEMENT and LUE MARGARET (as to Lot 84), 
THE OKEECHOBEE GROUP, LLC., a Florida limited liability company (as to Lot 86), 
DIAMOND TOUCH, LLC., a Florida limited liability company (as to Lot 87),
     Third-Party Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: Daniel Sanovei
      Dwaine Shaw, Registered Agent of The Okeechobee Group, LLC
      Jawad Baig
      Paul Brettman aka Paul Breytman

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a construction lien under 
Chapter 713, Florida  Statutes on the following described property in Okeechobee 
County, Florida, to-wit:
     All of Hudson Lake Ranches, an unrecorded plat, with a street address of 6960 
Highway 98 N., Okeechobee County, Florida

has been fi led against you and you are required to serve a copy of your written de-
fense, if any, to DEVIN R. MAXWELL, Esquire, 405 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 34972 and fi le the original with the Clerk of the above styled Court on or be-
fore January 19, 2009 otherwise a judgment may be entered against you for the re-
lief demanded in the Complaint.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court on this 16th day of December, 2008.
 

SHARON ROBERTSON
Clerk of Circuit Court

By: Linda F. Young
      DEPUTY CLERK

304637 ON 12/19,26/08 1/2,9/09

Mobile Homes
30002000
Mobile Home - Lots 2005
Mobile Home - Parts 2010
Mobile Homes - Rent 2015
Mobile Homes - Sale 2020

Announcements
100100

Auctions 105
Car Pool 110
Share a ride 115
Card of Thanks 120
In Memoriam 125
Found 130
Lost 135
Give Away 140
Garage/Yard Sale 145
Personals 150
Special Notices 155
900 Numbers 160

Important Information: Please
read your ad carefully the first
day it appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please noti-
fy us prior to the deadline list-
ed. We will not be responsible
for more than 1 incorrect
insertion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered val-
ueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes responsi-
bility for all statements, names
and content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for any
claims against Independent
Newspapers.  All advertising
is subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all copy, and to
insert above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to credit
approval. All ads must conform
to Independent Newspapers’
style and are restricted to
their proper classifications.
Some classified categories
require advance payment.
These classifications are
denoted with an asterisk *.
Independent Newspapers will
never knowingly accept any
advertisement that is illegal or
considered fraudulent. In all
cases of questionable value,
such as promises of guaran-
teed income from work-at-
home programs or other offers
to send money in advance for
a product or service – we
advise you to check with the
Attorney General’s Consumer
Fraud Line at 1-800-220-5424,
and/or The Better Business
Bureau, 800-464-6331 for pre-
vious complaints.

Found 0130

DOG - female, black, vic. of 98 
& 70, near Speck Restaurant 
on Christmas Day. Call to 
describe (863)697-8656

Lost 0135

TERRIER MIX - male, black, 
older, green/brown collar 
w/red rabies tag, vic of  SE 
8th Ave. (863)467-9272 
Family Pet, REWARD

Garage/
Yard Sales 0145

OAK PARK - multi family, 
Sat/Sun  8 am - 2 pm .Lot’s 
of misc. 3594 SW 18th St.

Employment
200200
Employment - 
Full-Time 205
Employment -
Medical 210
Employment -
Part-Time 215
Employment
Wanted 220
Job Information 225
Job Training 227
Sales 230

Employment
Full Time 0205

HEALTHCARE
 SPECIALIST

Lincare, leading national res-
piratory company seeks 
Healthcare Specialist. Re-
sponsibilities: Disease Man-
agement Program, clinical 
evaluations, equipment set-
up & education. Be the doc-
tor’s eyes in the home 
setting. RN, RRT, CRT li-
censed as applicable. Great 
personality with strong work 
ethic needed. Competitive 
salary, benefi ts & career 
paths. Drug Free Workplace, 
EOE. Please fax resume to 
Angel, 863-763-5191 or call 
(863)763-7337

Financial
300300
Business
Opportunities 305
Money Lenders 310
Tax Preparation 315

Business
Opportunities 0305

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers will 

never accept any advertise-
ment that is illegal or con-
sidered fraudulent. In all 
cases of questionable val-
ue, such as promises of 
guaranteed income from 
work-at-home programs - if 
it sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it is. 
If you have questions or 
doubts about any ad on 
these pages, we advise that 
before responding or send-
ing money ahead of time, 
you check with the Better 
Business Bureau at 
772-878-2010 for previous 
complaints.

Some 800 and 900 telephone 
numbers may require an 
extra charge, as well as 
long distance toll costs. We 
will do our best to alert our 
reader of these charges in 
the ads, but occasionally 
we may not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if you 
call a number out of your 
area, use caution.

Services
400400

Babysitting 405
Child Care Needed410
Child Care Offered415
Instruction 420
Services Offered425
Insurance 430
Medical Services435

Handyman Services

DEE’S MINOR REPAIR
& Pressure Washing
Cool Sealing, Painting,

Carpentry & Much More!
No Job Too Big or Small. 

(863)467-2917
or (863)261-6425

License # 5698 & #1126

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 
& Bob Cat work.

Call 863-467-4734

The most important 
20 minutes of your day

is the time spent reading
with your child from

birth to age nine.

Merchandise
500500
Air Conditioners 505
Antiques 510
Appliances 515
Appliance Parts 520
Beauty Supplies 525
Bicycles 530
Books & Magazines535
Building Materials540
Business Equipment 545
Carpets/Rugs 550
Children’s Items 555
China, Glassware, Etc. 560
Clothing 565
Coins/Stamps 570
Collectibles 575
Computer/Video 580
Crafts/Supplies 585
Cruises 590
Drapes, Linens & Fabrics 595
Fireplace Fixture 600
Firewood 605
Furniture 610
Furs 615
Health & Reducing 
Equipment 620
Heating Equipment/
Supplies 625
Household Items 630
Jewelry 635
Lamps/Lights 640
Luggage 645
Medical Items 650
Miscellaneous 655
Musical Instruments 660
Office Supplies/
Equipment 665
Pets/Supplies/
Services 670
Photography 675
Plumbing Supplies 680
Pools & Supplies 685
Restaurant 
Equipment 690
Satellite 695
Sewing Machines 700
Sporting Goods 705
Stereo Equipment 710
Television/Radio 715
Tickets 720
Tools 725
Toys & Games 730
VCRs 735
Wanted to Buy 740

Antiques 0510

LARGE ANTIQUE Coffee Table 
$250. One small antique end 
table $50. (863)763-5501

RINGER WASHER - Antique, in 
working order. $100 Firm 
(863)467-4449

Children’s Items 0555

STORKCRAFT ASPEN BABY 
CRIB -

3 in 1 crib with drawer & mat-
tress $100 (863)763-7983

Collectibles 0575

THREE MCDONALDS Train 
Sets, Still in boxes. asking 
$150. Also 20 Piece Teapot 
collection $250 
(863)763-5501

Computer/
Supplies 0580

DELL DESKTOP - P4-dvd 
burner, XP Pro, New “19 
LCD,  $299. (239)247-4839  
(863)674-0212

LAPTOP - Fast 2.4 ghz XP Pro, 
Offi ce, wireless,  $299. 
( 2 3 9 ) 2 4 7 - 4 8 3 9  
(863)674-0212

Medical Items 0650

BLUE ELECTRIC Recliner lift 
chair $350. Great 
shape.(863)697-0143

Miscellaneous 0655

WOOLEY SHED - 14 X 22 A/C 
Auto garage door, paid 
$9500 will sell for $5000 
Neg. (863)697-3108

Pets/Supplies 0670

YORKIE - 2 - 12 week old fe-
males with papers and shots 
$800 Firm, Ready to go! 
(863)467-0218

Houses - Rent 0930

Rentals
900900
Apartments 905
Business Places 910
Commercial
Property 915
Condos/
Townhouses - Rent920
Farm Property - 
Rent 925
House - Rent 930
Land - Rent 935
Resort Property - 
Rent 945
Roommate 950
Rooms to Rent 955
Storage Space -
Rent 960

Apartments 0905

IN TOWN - 2/2 very clean, 
w/d, lawn maint included, 
$800 + $300 sec 
(863)634-3572

SE OKEE- FOR RENT, Adults 
Only, 1/1 Xtra Lg LR, new kit 
& dining, pool table room al-
so, fully furn, elect/cable, 
w/d hook up $625. mo. 
(863)467-4449

STUDIO APT - Furn, full bath & 
kit, use of deck/boat house 
for small boat, heated pool, 
incl elec/cable $850 mo., 1st 
& sec., suitable for retirees. 
(863)357-1566 rent month.

VIKING/PRAIRIE Effi ciency. 
Very clean! $600/mo. In-
cludes utilities. No pets. Call 
561-329-8205

Condos/Townhouses
Rent 0920

KINGS BAY- 2/2 All Applianc-
es $800 mo. (836)634-9521

OAK LAKE VILLAS #17- 2/2, 
lrg bdrms, W&D incld, 
$800/mo, 1st, last & $500 
sec. (863)467-5965

TAYLOR CREEK CONDO
1BR/1BA, furnished or unfur-
nished, pool & tennis, boat 
dock, very nice. $700/mo. + 
sec. deposit. 561-324-4902 or 
561-582-8693.

Houses - Rent 0930

AFFORDABLE NEW & 
RENOVATED HOUSES. 3/2/2 

& 3/1/1, Bring Pets, Lg 
yards, 1st month free 

(561)723-2226

BASSWOOD - 3br, 2ba, 2 car 
garage, $950/mo will take 
Section 8  (772)323-4758

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 3/2, 2 car 
garage, W/D, Screened 
porch w/Hot tub, Pets OK, 
$1200/mo (863)634-5236

OKEE: 3/1 on ½ ac. Renovat-
ed, laundry, C/A/heat, screen 
porch, carport. $925 mo, 1st 
mo. & dep. Call 305-458-8659

OKEECHOBEE, 3br, 2ba, with  
garage. C/Air. Lazy 7 area.  
1st, last & sec. 
863-467-2541

OKEECHOBEE- 4br, 2ba, in 
city limits, looking for re-
sponsible renters w/refs. Re-
duced $1000/mo+ Dep only 
needed (863)634-9139

Waterfront
Rentals 0965

WATERFRONT: 2BR, 1½ BA 
Treasure Island. Fenced yd.  
$765 mo. (772) 359-6584 
mardelvar@comcast.net.

Houses - Rent 0930

Real Estate
10001000
Business Places -
Sale 1005
Commercial
Property - Sale 1010
Condos/
Townhouses - Sale1015
Farms - Sale 1020
Houses - Sale 1025
Hunting Property 1030
Investment
Property - Sale 1035
Land - Sale 1040
Lots - Sale 1045
Open House 1050
Out of State -
Property - Sale 1055
Property Inspection1060
Real Estate Wanted1065
Resort Property -
Sale 1070
Warehouse Space 1075
Waterfront Property 1080

Houses - Sale 1025

Brand New Construction - 
4BR/2BA, Near lake access 
on Hwy. 441, 2 car garage & 
storage, big lots w/space for 
garden, all credit considered, 

$149,900.
Call (520) 360-1893

Land - Sale 1040

CROOKED CREEK
Corner Lot. 2.2 acres, $95K 

OBO Call Cell 
772-530-2095

or 863-467-6399

Out of State
Property - Sale 1055

SPENCER TENN-3.9 ACRES In 
Hawk’s Bluff Subdivision, 
Best Bluff lot available lot 
154 go to www.visit-
land.com for more info.  
$102.500 (561)743-2093

Real Estate
Wanted 1065

WANT TO BUY - Small house 
with apartment or Duplex. 
Call (863)467-7996

Lot for Rent- 75 X 110 mobile 
home lot, 4415 SE 23rd Ct, 
Okeechobee $181.90 month 

(863)763-4892 or 
(863)763-5419 Anytime

Mobile Home
Rent 2015

BEST VALUE IN TOWN! For 
Rent: 2/1 apartment. Unit 
newly remodeled. Located 
12 minutes north of Okee-
chobee on Equestrian 
Ranch. Monthly water, trash 
& lawn maintenance includ-
ed. No Pets! $495 - Move in 
special. M-F (863)467-2982

OKEE - 2/2, Very nice w/lot! 
9317 SE 57th Dr., $55K or 
$700/mth. 772-597-2098 or 
561-234-6470.

Mobile Home
Sale 2020

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

OKEE - 2/2, Very nice w/lot! 
9317 SE 57th Dr., $55K or 
$700/mth. 772-597-2098 or 
561-234-6470.

Public Notice 5005

Mobile Home
Sale 2020

OKEECHOBEE - Db Wide, on 
canal, elec boat lift, lg at-
tached Util Room, lg Util 
shed, golf car, furnished, Exc 
cond., 1307 S Parrot, #40, 
Riverbend Mob Home Pk, 
(217)652-1238

ON CANAL - 24x48, 3BR, 2BA 
2 Screen rms, 3 sheds, car-
port. River Bend Park. Lot 37 
$42,500 (863)467-4712

Recreation
30003000
Boats 3005
Campers/RVs 3010
Jet Skiis 3015
Marine Accessories 3020
Marine Miscellaneous 3025
Motorcycles 3030
Sport Vehicles/ATVs 3035

Boats 3005

OPEN BOW BOAT, 17 Ft. w/ 
Trailer. $300 FIRM 
(863)763-0812

Campers/RVs 3010

MOTORHOME-32 Ft. 1999 
Coachman-Gas Generator, 
Slideout, Good Cond. 21k 
miles $28,000 OBO Can be 
seen at 2347 SE 32nd St. 
TCI (863)824-6799 or 
561-662-6576

Motorcycles 3030

GSX-R 600 - 2003 Black/ 
Chrome frame, 21,100 miles

   Clean Florida title,    $3000
   Call Matt at 954-513-9613

Automobiles
40004000
Automobiles 4005
Autos Wanted 4010
Classic Cars 4015
Commercial Trucks 4020
Construction
Equipment 4025
Foreign Cars 4030
Four Wheel Drive 4035
Heavy Duty Trucks 4040
Parts - Repairs 4045
Pickup Trucks 4050
Sport Utility 4055
Tractor Trailers 4060
Utility Trailers 4065
Vans 4070

Golf Carts 4037

EZ GO - Used, Good condition, 
charger, $900 or best offer. 
(863)697-1350

Pickup Trucks 4050

GMC JIMMY- 1990 Full size  
4x4, lift kit, big tires, runs 
great.  $3000 OBO 
(863)763-7598

Public Notice 5005

Public Notices
50005000
Public Notice 5005
State Public -
Legal Notice 5500

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

 OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA,
 IN AND FOR HENDRY COUNTY

CIVIL DIVISION

FIFTH THIRD MORTGAGE COMPANY,
      Plaintiff
VS.             CASE NO. 08-1114-CA
RUBEN FLORES; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 

RUBEN FLORES; ALMA FLORES; UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF ALMA FLORES; 
IF LIVING, INCLUDING ANY UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF SAID DEFENDANT(S), IF 
REMARRIED , AND IF DECEASED, THE 
RESPECTIVE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 
CREDITORS, LIENORS, AND TRUS-
TEES, AND ALL OTHER PERSONS 
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST THE NAMED DEFEN-
DANTS(S); COUNTRY VILLAGE PROP-
ERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC.; 
WHETHER DISSOLVED OR PRESENT-
LY EXISTING, TOGETHER WITH ANY 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, CREDITORS, 
LIENORS, OR TRUSTEES OF SAID DE-
FENDANTS(S) AND ALL OTHER PER-
SONS CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER, OR AGAINST DEFENDANT(S); 
UNKNOWN TENATN #1; UNKNOWN  
TENANT #2;

     Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: RUBEN FLORES; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF RUBEN FLORES; ALMA 
FLORES; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
ALMA FLORES; IF LIVING, INCLUDING 
ANY UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF SAID DE-
FENDANT(S), IF REMARRIED, AND IF 
DECEASED, THE RESPECTIVE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANT-
EES, ASSIGNEES, CREDITORS, 
LIENORS, AND TRUSTEES, AND ALL 
OTHER PERSONS CLAIMING BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST THE 
NAMED DEFENDANT(S)

Whose residence are/is unknown.

YOU ARE HEREBY required to fi le your 
answer or written defenses, if any, in 
the above proceeding with the Clerk of 
this Court, and to serve a copy thereof 
upon the plaintiff’s attorney, Law Offi c-
es of Daniel C. Consuegra, 9204 King 
Palm Drive, Tampa, FL 33619-1328, 
telephone (813)915-8660, facsimile 
(813)915-0559, by January 26, 2009 
the nature of this proceeding being a 
suite for foreclosure of mortgage 
against the following described proper-
ty, to wit:

LOT 5, BLOCK 5, PORT LABELLE HOLI-
DAY PARK UNIT 1, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGES3 THROUGH 
9, INCLUSIVE, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF HENDRY COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

A/K/A

2007 STEAMBOAT CIR
PORT LA BELLE, FL 33935

If you fail to fi le your answer or written 
defenses in the above proceeding, on 
plaintiff’s attorney, a default will be en-
tered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint or Petition.

DATED at HENDRY County this 15th day 
of December, 2008.

Clerk of the Circuit Court
By /s/ D. Hammond

Deputy Clerk

In accordance with the American with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, persons need-
ing a special accommodation to par-
ticipate in this proceeding should 
contact the ASA Coordinator no later 
than seven (7) days prior to the pro-
ceedings.  If hearing impaired, please 
call (800) 955-9771 (TDD) or 
(800)955-8770 (voice), via Florida Re-
lay Service.

304702 ON 12/26/08 & 1/2/09

Public Notice 5005 Public Notice 5005

How to place 
your ad:

IT’S EASY, JUST GO TO:
� www.newszap.com

click on classifieds

OR EMAIL:
� For Legal Ads:

legalads@newszap.com

� For All Other Classified Ads:
classads@newszap.com

BUSINESS HOURS
� Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINES
� Wednesday

11 a.m. Tuesday for Wednesday publication

� Friday
11 a.m.Thursay for Friday publication

� Sunday
Friday 10 a.m. for Sunday publication

GUIDELINES FOR PLACING   
FREE ADS!

• All personal items under $5,000
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

• Price must be included in ad

• Private parties only

• 2 items per household per issue

OKEE

Published 3 weeks* in all of our Florida papers: Caloosa Belle, Clewiston News, Glades County Democrat,
Immokalee Bulletin, Okeechobee News, and The Sun

* Ads will run in the Wednesday Okeechobee News and weekly publications.
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ACROSS
1 Glacier National

Park’s Garden
Wall, e.g.

6 Shorten
10 “In the Dark”

band’s nickname,
with “the”

14 Scrolls 
successor

15 Boss of fashion
16 Mediterranean

peak
17 Voter from

Twain’s
hometown?

20 Period
21 Visit
22 Intimidate
23 TV’s “Batman”
24 Obedience

school word
25 Meetings of the

Hypnotist Party?
32 Burdened one,

perhaps
33 Way off
34 Batter’s no.
35 Commandment

word
37 Wall St. strategy
38 Blights
41 Tenth

Commandment
word

43 Communist goon
candidate whose
name isn’t on the
ballot?

46 Treaty gp.
formed in 
Bogotá

47 Dove, for one
48 Deck out
51 Beatles name
53 Manhattan, e.g.:

Abbr.
56 Convention

deadlock?
59 Empire fighter of

film
60 Concern
61 Encourage
62 Acronymous gun
63 Web pg.

language
64 1923 literature

Nobelist

DOWN
1 Pine
2 More than

chuckle

3 “The Facts of
Life” mentor
Garrett

4 X, at times
5 Imperative
6 Like a unicorn

tamer, in myth
7 Dominate
8 Graceful arch
9 Lobbyist’s quarry

10 Seat of Macon
County, Illinois

11 Classic words of
reproach

12 Before long
13 Dressmaker’s

seam
18 Comice relative
19 Proclamation
23 Used to be
24 Exec
25 Father-in-law of

Motel the tailor
26 Had a tantrum
27 Pull the plug on
28 Rose born

William Bruce
29 Barrage
30 War zone

correspondent
31 Notice
32 He dethroned

Carnera in 1934
35 Indian honorifics

36 Riled (up)
39 Administered an

oath to
40 Malay word for

“man”
41 Steinbeck’s

poodle
42 Alley name
44 Juan Perón’s

third wife
45 Novelist Roberts
48 Ready, willing

and able: Abbr.

49 It bugs bugs
50 __ English

Bulldogge
51 ER shout
52 Period
53 “Young

Frankenstein” lab
assistant

54 Robert the Bruce
subject

55 Focusing device
57 Oberhausen “Oh!”
58 Middle __

By Donna S. Levin
(c)2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 10/31/08

10/31/08

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

• Ad Appears In the Newspaper and Online
Free of Charge!

• Reasonable Rates For Private Party Ads
• Place Your Ad Online, From the Comfort 

of Your Home

WHEN YOU
WANT TO!

newszap.com/class



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Local birders and nature en-

thusiasts have begun the 109th 

annual Christmas Bird Count in 

South Florida.

Local events include the annu-

al count at STA5 near Clewiston 

which takes place on Saturday, 

Jan. 3.

A 15 mile area south of Clewis-

ton will be searched.

Margaret England, Director 

of the Hendry/Glades Audubon 

Society said there is interest to 

expand Christmas bird counts at 

OK Slough and the Seminole Res-

ervation next year.

A group of 51 birders went out 

last Saturday, Dec. 27 and found 

82 different species of birds. The 

list included two new species, the 

grasshopper sparrow and sedge 

wren.

The group also saw 25 Fulvous 

whistling ducks, over 50 Ameri-

can Wigeon, over 150 white 

pelicans, over 50 black crowned 

night heron’s, over 50 roseate 

spoonbill, and over 1,000 long 

billed dowitcher.

Seldom seen, and uncommon 

species spotted in the bird count 

last week included gadwall, Eur-

asian wigeon, a couple of dun-

lin’s, a king rail and a white tailed 

kite.

The count Saturday will be 

held at C&B Farms also known as 

Chuck Obern’s Organic Farm and 

restored wetlands.

The results of the count are en-

tered into the annual state of the 

birds report released by the Audu-

bon Society.

In September, a report from 

Birdlife International revealed 

sharp declines in populations of 

many of the world’s most famil-

iar birds. Twenty common birds 

in the United States more than 

halved in number over the last 40 

years.

There are 176 different bird 

species currently on Audubon’s 

Watch List in the continental U.S. 

and Hawaii.

“Audubon compiles these 

reports because we care about 

birds and the quality of the envi-

ronment they share with us,” said 

Tom Bancroft, head of science 

for the National Audubon Soci-

ety, “These birds are sending us a 

clear message that their fate is de-

termined by human activity more 

than anything else. As we’ve seen 

with the Bald Eagle, when we 

help them through conservation, 

their chances improve. But when 

we damage their habitat, convert 

wetlands and forests, then they 

are more likely to become rare or 

extinct.”

Bird counts also take place in 

Martin County before Jan. 5.

The tournament will begin at 
fi rst safe light at Okee-Tantie. Cost 
is $75 per boat. Registration may 
take place before the tournament 
at the church offi ce or the day of 
the tournament. For more infor-
mation please call 863-763-1699.

New Gulf grouper, 
amberjack and 
triggerfi sh rules in 
effect as of Jan. 1

The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission advis-
es anglers that new rules to help 
manage gag and red grouper, 
greater amberjack and gray trig-
gerfi sh in Gulf of Mexico waters 
went into effect on Jan. 1.

The recreational daily bag limit 
for gag grouper is now two fi sh 
per person within the fi ve-grou-
per aggregate limit in all Gulf wa-
ters, and the recreational harvest 
of gag grouper in all Gulf waters 
is prohibited from Feb. 1 through 
March 31.

The recreational daily bag limit 
for red grouper in Gulf state wa-
ters is now two fi sh per person 
within the fi ve-grouper aggregate 
limit. However, the recreational 
red grouper limit in Gulf federal 
waters is still one fi sh per person 
within the aggregate limit. Florida 
state waters extend 9 nautical 
miles offshore in the Gulf, and 
federal waters extend beyond 
state waters.

The Feb. 15-March 14, closure 
to the recreational harvest of red 
and black grouper in Gulf federal 
waters is still in effect. This rec-
reational closed season does not 
apply in Gulf state waters.

In addition, the recreational 
minimum size limit for greater 
amberjack is now 30 inches fork 
length, and the commercial and 
recreational minimum size limit 

for gray triggerfi sh is now 14 inch-
es fork length in all Gulf waters.

More information on Gulf 
grouper, amberjack and trigger-
fi sh management is available 
online at: MyFWC.com/marine/
grouper/index.htm and MyFWC.
com/marine/AmberjackTrigger-
fi sh.htm.

If you would like to share any 
information with the Okeechobee 

News about an outdoors event, or if 
you have a suggestion on something 
you have seen or would like to see in 

the outdoors column, please email 
Teresa Mataushek at tmataushek@

newszap.com, call 863-763-3134, 
fax 863-763-5901 or log on to www.

newszap.com and place it on the 
public issues forum. We welcome 

all news, comments and tidbits on 
outdoor activities, nature inspired 
hobbies and with hunting season 

here, please send in pictures of 
your prize kills and with all of the 

fi shermen back, send us a picture of 
your prize fi sh. Please include your 
name, phone number and specifi c 
dates of the events. The Outdoors 

Column runs every Friday, so please 
be sure to have all information into 

the offi ce no later than 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday. Please refer all material 

to Teresa Mataushek.

MIAMI DOLPHINS

Pork Shoulder 
Country Style Ribs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .199

lb

Publix Pork, All-Natural, 
Full-Flavor 
SAVE UP TO .70 LB

Cape Cod 
Potato Chips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A2600
Assorted Varieties, 8 to 9-oz bag 
SAVE UP TO .98 ON 2

12-Pack Selected 
Pepsi Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .499
12-oz bot. 
SAVE UP TO .50

12-Pack 
Red Stripe Jamaican Lager . . . . . . . . . . . .1099
12-oz bot. 
SAVE UP TO 1.00

Pepperidge Farm 
Fruit & Grain Bread . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A2600
Or Bagels, Assorted Varieties, 
5.6 to 16-oz bag 
SAVE UP TO 2.58 ON 2

O F F I C I A L  S U P E R M A R K E T
O F  T H E  M I A M I  D O L P H I N S
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Prices effective Thursday, January 1 through Wednesday, January 7, 2009. Only in Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Martin, St. Lucie, 
Indian River, Okeechobee and Monroe Counties. Prices not effective at Publix Sabor or Publix GreenWise Market. Quantity rights reserved.

theultimatetailgateparty.com

A NEW
BEGINNING
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Submitted photo

Hole in one!
Robert L. Cain, 79 of Mattoon, Ill., hit a hole-in-one on the 
11th hole at the Okeechobee Golf and Country Club on 
Dec. 17, 2008. The shot was 165 yards and he used a Hy-
brid #3. The shot was confi rmed by golf pro Terry Lan-
man.

Angler
Continued From Page 1

Audubon Society 
hosts bird counts

Mike Cornell

Ryan Edwards

Ryan Folson

Luke Joles

Chris Eaton



THIS LIFE OF THE PARTY

BROUGHT TO YOU BY...

Good music, festive decorations, and 
outgoing guests all contribute to a 
successful New Year’s party.  And, of 
course, elegant and delicious food always 
adds to the fun. That’s where Publix comes 
in. We’re the experts in preparing platters 
of impressive variety and quality that look 
and taste marvelous. Pick up our Start 

Something® brochure in the Publix Deli or 
Bakery and place your order (24 hours in 
advance, please): you’ll have less work to 
do and even more to celebrate.

3.00 off
Any Publix Bakery or Deli Platter

LU# 8935

Limit one deal per coupon per customer. Customer 
is responsible for all applicable taxes. This coupon is 
non-transferable. Offer good at your neighborhood 

Publix December 27, 2008 –January 4, 2009.
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