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Christmas concert 
this weekend

Okeechobee Community 
Choir, under the direction of 
Sandy Perry will present its 10th 
annual Christmas Concert con-
sisting of Handel’s Hallelujah 
chorus,” and other seasonal fa-
vorites,  on Sunday, Dec. 20 at 
3 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, 200 N.W. Second St. 
Sixty-fi ve singers from 18 local 
churches will particiapte. 

Christmas Around 
the World

The annual celebration of 
Christmas Around the World 
will be celebrated on Sunday, 
Dec. 21 at Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church grounds from 5 un-
til 7 p.m. There will be a Live 
nativity pageant, booths and 
Santa Claus gifts for children 
and performances by the fol-
lowing groups: Scottish Bagpip-
ers, Irish Step Dancers, Filipino 
performers, and Mexican Sere-
nade. Admission and parking is 
free. For more information call 
863-763-3727.

Christmas Food
Drive under way

Affordable Art & Framing 
is sponsoring a Food Drive for 
The Okeechobee Presbyterian 
Church Emergency Food Pan-
try. Bring food or monetary 
donations to Affordable Art and 
Framing at 110 S.W. 14th St. 
(next to Old RJ Gators) through 
Jan. 1. 

Buckhead Ridge hosts 
community parades

Buckhead Ridge will host 
community parades on Dec. 21, 
starting at 12:30 p.m., hosted by 
and starting at Moose Lodge in 
BHR. There will be an evening 
lighted boat parade starting at 
4:30 p.m. hosted by Buckhead 
Ridge Yatch (that’s how we 
spell it) Club and the BHR VFW, 
starting at the Buckhead Ridge 
Marina. All boats are welcome.

Briefs

14.13 feet 
Last Year: 10.27 feet

Lake Levels

Source: South Florida Water 
Management District. Depth 
given in feet above sea level

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County Com-
missioners Thursday spent con-
siderable time at their Thurs-
day, Dec. 18 meeting discussing 
capital projects. They discussed 
jail expansion, fl ood control 
projects and securing govern-
ment funding for projects.

Joseph Mrak of RQAW had 
presented a feasibility study for 
jail expansion to the commis-
sioners in March. He was asked 
to scale down the project. On 
Thursday he presented his re-
vised report to the commission. 
His statistical analysis predicted 
that the jail population would 
increase 191 percent in 20 
years.

The updated master plan 
presented by Mr. Mrak contains 
a reduction of the total project 
cost of about $2.67 million. It 
contains a new 212 bed pod, a 
new kitchen, expansion of the 
sheriff ’s offi ce administrative 
space and renovation of the ex-
isting kitchen, dining room, in-

mate program spaces, laundry, 
intake, medical and storage.

The project is broken down 
into three phases and incorpo-
rates new concepts to make it 
more cost effi cient and more ef-
fi cient to staff. The total cost of 
phase 1 is $15,586,566. Phase 
2 is $2,804,395 and Phase 3 is 
estimated to cost $429,000. The 
total project cost was estimated 
to be $18,819,961.

Mr. Mrak predicted that the 
project would take well over 
two years from start to fi nish. 
He said that fi rst funds would 
have to be appropriated for pre-
construction design costs. The 
total amount of pre-construc-
tion cost has been estimated at 
$1.7 million. 

It was suggested that bonds 
be used to pay for the renova-
tion.

The commission took no ac-
tion and directed staff to look at 
fi nancing options and the pos-
sibility of the county receiving 
economic stimulus funds for 

Funding sought 
for county’s
capital projects

Folk Art: Quilters show off handiwork

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

When they met on Thursday 

evening, Dec. 18, the City of 

Okeechobee Planning Board/

Board of Adjustments and Ap-

peals recommended two zon-

ing changes, changed land use 

in another case and granted a 

special exception.

The board changed the land 

use from multifamily to com-

mercial on the N.E. 11th Street 

property owned by Muham-

mad Nooruddin. The board 

also recommended that the 

city council change the zoning 

from residential multifamily to 

commercial public offi ce for 

the same property. The owner 

requested these changes in 

order to build a medical offi ce 

building on the property. 

Attorney Colin Cameron sub-

mitted a zoning change request 

on behalf of the Association of 

Retarded Citizens (ARC). The 

N.W. Second Avenue property 

occupied by the ARC is zoned 

commercial public offi ce even 

though no commercial offi ces 

have been located on the site 

and the applicant would like 

to change the zoning to pub-

lic facility to be consistent with 

the current use of the property. 

The board recommended that 

the city council approve the re-

quest.

In addition the board ap-

proved a special exception to 

allow for a drive through on 

the S. Parrott Avenue property 

formerly occupied by Captain 

Ds to allow for drive-through 

banking. City planner Bill Bris-

son said the proposed use 

would be compatible with the 

surrounding area and the re-

quest met required standards.

Post your opinions in the Public 
Issues Forum at www.newszap.

com. Reporter Pete Gawda can be 
reached at pgawda@newszap.

com.

Planning Board recommends 
requested zoning changes

Submitted photo/OCA
Okeechobee Christian Academy sponsored a quilt show Dec. 6, 2008 at Grace Brethren 
Church. Local quilters provided quilts and wall hangings that were displayed through-
out the church. Proceeds from the admission were donated to Okeechobee Christian 
Academy. Connie Upright won the Viewer’s Choice Award for her appliqué quilt “Mama 
the Needle Worker.” Persons viewing the quilt show were ask to vote on their favorite 
quilt resulting in this selection.

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken

Santa in the Park
Santa Claus and helpers have been visiting Okeecho-
bee lately to fi nd out what good girls and boys want for 
Christmas. Alycia Schriber was among those who made 
sure Santa knew her Christmas wish list. The Okeecho-
bee Kiwanis Club will sponsor Santa in Flagler Park 4 on 
Dec. 22 and 23 from 6 to 8 p.m.

CLEWISTON -- Eastern sec-
tions of the Lake Okeechobee 
Scenic Trail are temporarily 
closed until further notice while 
construction continues on the 
Herbert Hoover Dike.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers has closed the trail in two 
locations: A 9 mile stretch from 
Port Mayaca to Canal Point and 
a 9.8 mile stretch from Pahokee 
to Belle Glade, while three con-
struction crews install cutoff 
wall within the dike to prevent 
erosion.

“Safeguarding the public is 
our highest priority -- that’s the 
number one reason we’re reha-
bilitating the dike,” said Ingrid 
Bon, project manager for the 
Herbert Hoover Dike. “While 
this construction is ongoing, 
we also want to ensure the saf-
est conditions possible at these 
three work sites -- not only for 
the public but for the workers 
there too.”

Three Corps contractors 
began preparations for install-
ing the cut-off wall in October 
along the southeast shore of 
Lake Okeechobee, between 
Port Mayaca and Belle Glade. 
The Corps considers this 22-
mile stretch, called Reach 1, the 
most vulnerable section of the 
143-mile dike.

Ms. Bon said the Corps is 

leaving the central portion of

the trail in Reach 1 open, from

Pahokee to Canal Point. Since

there will not be work in that

section of the dike for a while

yet, foot traffi c and bicyclists

can use the trail there. But there

are no dike access points north

of Canal Point to Sand Cut. Rec-

reationists who want to traverse

the whole trail distance with

minimal obstruction can take

Highway 715, which parallels

the dike trail for 22 miles from

Port Mayaca to Belle Glade.

Thousands of visitors each 

year enjoy the trail for walking,

hiking, roller blading, bicycle

and horseback riding. More

than half of the 110-mile trail

is paved and the remainder

consists of two-track, gravel

roadway on top of the Herbert

Hoover Dike. Corps contractors

installing the cutoff wall will re-

turn the dike, including sections

of the trail that are not paved, to

its pre-construction condition.

For more information, con-

tact the South Florida Opera-

tions offi ce at 863-983-8101 or

go to ww.saj.usace.army.mil.

For dike information,

Corps temporarily
closes dike trail
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Submitted photo/OCA
Sharon Sweet was awarded First Place in the Okeechobee Christian Academy Quilt 
Show for her “Flowers in the Cabin” entry. This super queen size quilt has over 3000 
pieces. 

Submitted photo/OCA
Emily Lowrance was the winner of the Third Place ribbon for her “Flower Garden in 
Baskets” quilt. This quilt exhibited excellent hand quilting and a challenging arrange-
ment of a traditional pattern.



DR. AHMED H. BARHOUSH
F.A.C.O.G., F.I.C.S., F.A.C.S.

Diplomate, American Board of OBGYN
AND HIS STAFF WELCOME
DR. CARLITO B. ARROGANTE

TO OUR TEAM!

Dr. Carlito B. Arrogante will 
be available for consultation daily 

from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

225 S.W. 1st Street
Belle Glade, Fl  33430

561-996-9573 • 1-800-253-5967

The Okeechobee Community Choir
Under the Direction of Sandy Perry

Will Present Its 10th Annual 2008 Christmas Concert

One Incredible Moment
Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus 

and Other Seasonal  Favorites

Presented at First United Methodist Church
200 N.W. 2nd Street

(NW of Walgreen’s at the Intersection of US 441 and SR 70)

Prelude will feature the glorious 1945 Reuter Pipe Organ, restored in 2004. The beautiful
blend of sixty-seven voices comprising this season’s choir represents singers from nineteen
local churches: BHR Christian, Church of Our Savior, Canal Point Baptist, Dunklin Memorial,
First Baptist,  First Baptist Lake Josephine, First United Methodist - Okeechobee, First United
Methodist - Stuart, Freedom Ranch, His House of Fellowship - Church of the Nazarene, KOA
Community, Northside Baptist, Okeechobee Presbyterian, Peace Lutheran, Sacred Heart,
Seventh-day Adventist, St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, The Gathering, & Westside Christian.

Soloists Include: Justin Allen, Mike Brooks,
Carolyn Burrell, Betty Clement, Reid & Erin

Ellinger, Michael Hutchison, Kevin Kinnaird,
Lonnie Kirsch,  Loy Mershimer, John Olsen, 

Kenny Resmondo, Anton Silva, Sharon Suits, 
John & Chris Sufficool, Steve Walker, 
Steve Wegman, Kathryn Wilkinson, 
Victoria Williams, & Mike Zierden

Accompanist: Michael Hayes
Narrator: Nicolle Wood

Sound: Sheila Brown

Love Offering Will Be Taken
For More Information Call 863-634-7714

Friday, December 19
h

7p.m.

Saturday, December 20
th

7p.m.

Sunday, December  21
st

3p.m.

6:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

417 S. Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee • 863-763-0581
Locally Owned By Craig & Karen Smith
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The Florida Lotto - Numbers 
selected Friday in the Florida Lot-
tery are: Cash 3: 0-8-7; Play 4: 
1-7-3-7; Fantasy 5: 2-11-20-27-36; 
Mega Money: 8-21-27-29, Mega 
Ball - 16. Numbers selected Sat-
urday are: Cash 3: 9-2-9; Play 4: 
4-2-2-3.

Lotteries

Sunday: Patchy fog before 
8 a.m. Otherwise, mostly sunny, 
with a high near 80. Calm wind 
becoming southwest around 5 
mph. 

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 53. North 
northwest wind around 5 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Monday: Partly sunny, with 

a high near 70. North wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph. 

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 54. Northeast 
wind around 5 mph. 

Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a 
high near 74. East wind between 
5 and 10 mph. 

Tuesday Night: Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 59. 
East wind around 5 mph. 

Okeechobee 
Forecast

Peyton Reed 
Steiert

Bobby and Kari Steiert of 
Okeechobee are proud to an-
nounce the birth of their son, Pey-
ton Reed Steiert.

He was born on Oct. 23, 2008 at 
Martin Memorial in Port St. Lucie. 
He weighed 6 pounds 14 ounces 
and was 19 1/2 inches long at birth.

Peyton was welcomed home by 
his big sister Jacie and big brother 
Bracen.

Maternal grandparents are Julie 
and Roy Reno of Okeechobee.

Paternal grandparents are Nancy 
and Lenny Steiert of Okeechobee.

Great grandparents are Rosie 
Ard and Lou Reno both of Okeecho-
bee.

Births

Submitted photo
Peyton Reed Steiert.

Submitted photo

Raulerson staff offers support
In an effort to help those less fortunate in our community, staff and volunteers at Rauler-
son Hospital held a sock and undergarment drive. Each employee was asked to bring new 
socks and/or new undergarments to the annual employee Holiday Luncheon hosted by 
Administration and Department Directors. A gigantic stocking was fi lled along with three 
boxes. The hospital auxiliary elected to forego their annual gift exchange and do the same 
at the luncheon held in their honor on Dec. 15. The auxiliary also fi lled a gigantic stock-
ing with new socks and undergarments. All socks and undergarments were presented to 
Bruce Swinford, Associate Director of Big Lake Missions Outreach. The mission feeds 
35–55 folks daily and in 2007, the mission serviced over 15,000 people. The mission is run 
by volunteers—no one receives any pay. All donations and gifts are distributed to folks in 
Okeechobee County.

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

Holiday cheer
Sharon Vinson (left) delivered gifts to the Garcia Family on 
behalf of the Heartland Consortium to Leticia Garcia (right) 
the mother of the family whose husband Jose Garcia was 
diagnosed with cancer. The Garcia’s have two daughters 
and one son who will enjoy the many presents donated by 
the Consortium members.

Cherry - 
Mohney

Kayla Jo Cherry and David 

Owen Mohney were joined in 

marriage on Oct. 18, 2008.

The bride is the daughter of 

Bruce Cherry and Karon Etherton 

of Okeechobee.

The groom is the son of David 

Mohney of Okeechobee and Ma-

ria Rodriguez of Palm Beach.

The wedding ceremony 

was held at Freedom Ranch in 

Okeechobee. John Glenn offi ci-

ated at the ceremony.

The bride was given away by 

her father and mother.

The ring bearer was Ragyn 

Mohney of Okeechobee (son of 

the bride and groom.)

The groom is employed with 

Leland Dyals Land Surveying.

The bride is employed with 

Staffords Salons.

Weddings

Submitted photo
David Owen and Kaylo Jo Mohney.

Your community directory 
is a click away!

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads



By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A 22-year-old Okeechobee 
woman was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail late last 
week after being arrested on felo-
ny drug charges.

Jessica S. Romani, S.W. Sec-
ond Way, was 
arrested Dec. 12 
on the felonies 
of possession 
of cocaine and 
introduction of 
contraband into 
the county jail. 
She was also 
arrested on a 
m i s d e m e a n o r 
charge of pos-
session of drug 
paraphernalia (two counts).

She was booked into the coun-
ty jail under a bond of $13,500.

Romani’s arrest last Friday by 
a detective from the Okeechobee 
Narcotics Task Force stemmed 
from an ongoing investigation 
from a November traffi c stop, stat-
ed an arrest report.

When searched at the jail by 
a female corrections offi cer, Ro-
mani was found to be hiding a 
glass tube -- similar to those used 
to smoke crack cocaine -- and a 
plastic wrapper that contained a 
suspicious substance, the report 
stated.

The detective conducted a fi eld 
test on the substance and the test 
indicated a positive result for the 
presence of cocaine. According to 
the report, the suspected cocaine 
weighed .2 grams.

She was also charged with hav-
ing unpackaged Brillo wire on her 
person that is normally used in the 

process of smoking crack cocaine, 

the report continued.

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A Miami man was arrested 
on several felony charges after 
he was accused of breaking into 
a home on Eagle Bay Drive and 
took an estimated $1,200 in jew-
elry.

A l e j a n d r o 
Perez, 45, N.W. 
112th Terrace, 
was arrested 
around noon 
Tuesday, Dec. 
16, as he report-
edly hid behind 
some homes 
across the street 
from the home 
he had allegedly 
just burglarized. 
Perez was charged with the felo-
nies of burglary, grand theft and 
possession of burglary tools. He 
was also charged with the mis-
demeanor of loitering and prowl-
ing.

He was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail under a 
bond of $46,000.

Detective Rick Durfee of the 

Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce (OCSO) said Perez appar-
ently gained entry into the home 
by prying open a window at the 
back of the house.

Not long after he had entered 
the home, the young couple who 
live there returned home to eat 
lunch. The detective said as they 
entered through a back door, Per-
ez left via the front door.

Shortly after sitting down to 
eat lunch they discovered their 
bedroom had been ransacked 
and some jewelry was missing, 
the detective continued. The de-
tective said Perez also broke into 
a locked closet.

After OCSO deputies had re-
sponded to the home a neighbor 
told them that they had seen a 
man throw a bag to the ground. 
The bag, containing a hammer, 
was found a short time later.

Detective Durfee said a pair 
of gloves, apparently dropped by 
Perez, were also found.

Perez was later found hiding 
behind some houses across the 
street and was arrested by OCSO 
Deputy Sergeant Gill without fur-
ther incident.

Man accused of brazen daylight burglary

Alejandro
Perez

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee man was ar-

rested on a felony drug charge 

Monday while he was supposedly 

working on his car.

Michael J. Corsetti, 51, S.E. 94th 

Trail, was arrested Dec. 15 on a 

charge of possession of cocaine. 

He was booked into the Okeecho-

bee County Jail under a bond of 

$5,000.

An arrest report by Deputy Mat-

thew Hurst of the Okeechobee 

County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) 

states that he saw a green Honda 

automobile parked in the road on 

N.E. Third St. around 2:39 a.m. 

Corsetti was in 
the driver’s seat, 
added the report.

When the 
deputy asked 
the man what 
he was doing, 
Corsetti report-
edly told him he 
was working on 
his car.

However, according to the re-
port Deputy Hurst saw a clear glass 
container in the console that had a 
small amount of a white residue. 
The deputy then performed a fi eld 
test on that residue that indicated a 
positive result for the presence of 
cocaine.

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee woman was 
arrested and booked into the 
county jail Wednesday, accused of 
cutting a man with a large kitchen 
knife during an argument.

Shaina Michelle Brown, 33, 
U.S. 441 S.E., was arrested Dec. 
17 and charged with the felony 
of aggravated assault. She was 
also arrested on a misdemeanor 
charge of domestic battery.

Brown was booked into the 
Okeechobee County Jail under a 
bond of $6,000.

An arrest report by Deputy 
Donald Ellis of the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) 
states that he responded to the 
couple’s home around 2:03 a.m. 
due to their arguing.

When he entered the home 
he spoke with Brown, who told 
him everything was okay and that 
her boyfriend had left. Deputy 
Ellis stated in his report that he 
checked the exposed areas of her 
person -- face, neck, upper chest, 
arms and legs -- and did not see 
any marks.

As he left the home he saw a 

man leaning against a vehicle. The 
deputy stated that the man’s neck 
and upper chest was scratched, 
He had a small cut to the lower 
portion of his left arm and his left 
hand was bleed-
ing.

According to 
the report the 
couple began 
to argue and 
Brown report-
edly grabbed the 
knife and held it 
“... in a stabbing 
position.” She 
also allegedly 
threatened to kill the 42-year-old 
victim, stated Deputy Ellis.

The man, who reportedly told 
the deputy that he feared for his 
life, then grabbed the knife which 
then cut the webbing between 
his thumb and index fi nger. Pain 
caused the victim to let go of the 
knife, added the deputy’s report. 
At that point, the man went out-
side and waited for law enforce-
ment.

The report does not indicate if 
the victim received medical atten-
tion for the injury to his hand.

The Staff Of The Okeechobee News 
Wishes Everyone Happy Holidays!
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FAMILY LAW
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LAW OFFICES 
of 

GLENN J. SNEIDER, LC 
200 SW 9th Street 

Okeechobee, FL 34974
www. sneiderlaw.com 

863-467-6570 SE HABLA ESPANOL

BANKRUPTCY
You may 

STOP CREDITOR CALLS DISCHARGE DEBTS

STOP FORECLOSURES

SSEAN M. MURRAY, P.A. 
210 N.W. Park Street, Suite 101, Okeechobee, Fl 34972

A debt relief agency

863-357-0084
FREE OFFICE OR TELEPHONE CONSULTATION

$10.00
OFF COUPON

1 FREE
RANGE BALLS

BELLE GLADE
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561-996-6605
2619 W. Canal St. North

50% Off
Any Seiko Watch
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

INDIANTOWN — The owner 
of a rebuilt transmission business 
in Indiantown was arrested this 
week on grand theft and credit 
card fraud charges.

Edward J. Lukas, 50, Pinto St., 
was arrested Monday, Dec. 15, by 
investigators from the Florida Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services 
(FACS) - Offi ce of Agricultural Law 
Enforcement following a two-
month investigation.

Lukas was charged with four 
counts of grand theft and three 
counts of credit card fraud. He 
was booked into the Martin Coun-
ty Jail under a bond of $525,000. 
However, with that arrest he has 
violated his probation from a 
1999 conviction and will not be 
released, said a spokesman for 
FACS Commissioner Charles H. 
Bronson’s offi ce in Tallahassee.

Terrence McElroy said Lukas 
was selling rebuilt transmissions 
off his internet site -- www.trans-
powerfactory.com.-- then not 
sending the part to customers 
who had already paid him.

“It was a credit card business,” 
said Mr. McElroy. “He was ripping 
off consumers.”

State investigators were able to 
fi nd six victims across the country 
who claimed to 
have paid Lukas 
for rebuilt trans-
missions but 
never received 
them. Lukas al-
legedly refused 
to issue refunds 
after customers 
called to com-
plain and phone 
calls, voice 
mails and e-mails to the business 
went unanswered.

Mr. McElroy said his depart-
ment is trying to ascertain just 
how much money he conned 
from customers.

The investigation was triggered 
by complaints to the department’s 
toll-free hotline. That number is 
1-800-HELPFLA (1-800-435-7352).

Records from the Florida De-
partment of Corrections indicate 
that Lukas was convicted in 1999 
on a charge of theft of state funds 
$20,000 to $100,000. As a result 
of that conviction, Lukas was put 
on probation for a period of 15 
years.

The web site being operated by 
Lukas has since been shut down.

Area man accused 
of fraud charges

Edward J.
Lukas

The follow-
ing fi ve people 
are among 
Okeechobee’s 
Most Wanted 
persons. There 
are active war-
rants for each of 
them. The crite-
ria for making 
Okeechobee’s 
Most Wanted 
top fi ve is based 
on the severity 
of the crime in 
conjunction with the age of the 
warrant.

If you have any information 
on the whereabouts of any of 
Okeechobee’s Most Wanted you 
can call the Treasure Coast Crime 
Stoppers at 1 (800) 273-TIPS 
(8477). If you call Treasure Coast 
Crimes Stoppers, you have the op-

tion of remaining anonymous. You 
can also receive a reward if the in-
formation results in an arrest.

Rigoberto Gama Chavez, 
31, Arson.

Estavan Villegas-Urbina, 
21, Robbery.

Angie Borjas aka Steven-

son, 29; DOB: 03/08/1979, Poss. 
of Methamphetamines, Poss. of 
Drug Paraphernalia.

Wilbert Perez-Borja, 25, 
H/M, Poss Cannabis more than 20 
Grams; possession with intent to 
sell.

Jason Hormuth, 28, DOB: 
02/27/1980, VOP - Dealing in sto-
len property.

Okeechobee’s Most Wanted

Angie
Borjas, aka
Stevenson

Estavan
Villegas-
Urbina

Jason
Hormuth

Wilbert
Perez-Borja

Rigoberto
Gama
Chavez

Woman arrested on 
felony drug charges

Jessica S.
Romani

Man arrested on cocaine charge

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A broken tail light led to a lo-
cal man’s arrest on a felony drug 
charge and his being booked into 
the Okeechobee County Jail.

Shane William Anderson, 25, 
N.E. 16th St., was arrested Dec. 
17 on a charge of possession of 
a controlled substance without a 
prescription. His bond was set at 
$3,500.

Anderson, who was operating a 
pickup truck, was stopped by Dep-
uty Matthew Hurst of the Okeecho-
bee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO) 
in the 800 block of N.E. 60th Ave. 
The deputy stated in his arrest re-
port that the Ford pickup did not 

have a tag light and the lens to the 
right rear tail light 
was broken.

Deputy Hurst 
stated in his re-
port that as he 
spoke with An-
derson, the man 
seemed very 
nervous and was 
shaking so he 
asked for permis-
sion to search the 
truck. During that 
search the deputy reportedly found 
two 30 mg oxycodone tablets be-
hind the ashtray.

Anderson did not have a pre-
scription for the painkillers, the 
deputy’s report added.

Broken tail light 
leads to drug arrest

Shane W.
Anderson

Woman accused of 
cutting boyfriend

Shaina M.
Brown

Michael J.
Corsetti



The Principle of the 
Open Hand
Rev. Cary McKee
Pastor, More 2 Life Ministries

Goliath must have really been 
something to see. He stood over 
nine feet tall and just the scaled 
armor coat that he wore weighed 
over 125 pounds. The shaft of 
his spear was as big around as a 
grown man’s arm and the point 
of it weighed nearly 15 pounds. 
He was by far the biggest, mean-
est, toughest dude in the valley. 
Championship wrestlers are big, 
steroids have made them bigger, 
but this guy was huge. His helmet 
looked like a fi ve gallon bucket, 
and the sword he wielded in one 
hand was more than an average 
man could effectively swing with 
two. The sound of his bark must 
have been just as intimidating as 
what his bite promised to be. In I 
Samuel 17:11 we read that the en-
tire Israelite Army, including their 
leader Saul, was dismayed and 
terrifi ed. Goliath’s voice was the 
fi rst thing they heard every morn-
ing and the last thing they would 
hear each night. I am sure he 
dominated their dreams as well, 
as he appeared to be the unstop-
pable, all powerful giant. 

To many of us, this economy is 
Goliath in every sense of the word. 
Many of you have no work, no 
money and bills to pay that loom 
larger each and every day. Some 
of you might not be there yet, but 
the threat of losing your job, your 
car, your house, your self respect, 
is always on your mind. The cur-
rent economy is your giant. You 
know what he sounds like, smells 
like, looks like, and feels like. He 
is on your mind when you get 
up in the morning, when you lay 
down at night and he dominates 
your dreams. He is consuming 
you one bite at a time and it feels 
as though there is no escape. 
You feel outmanned, outgunned, 
outmatched, and overwhelmed. 
Like the Israelites you can think of 
nothing else but him.

So what should we do? We 
should do as David did. David’s 
focus was not on the giant, but 
on the true slayer of giants. Da-
vid reminded everyone that God 
had already delivered him from 
the paw of the lion and the bear, 
and surely He would deliver him 
again! David put his faith in the 
Lord Almighty, the Commander 
of the Armies of Israel. Armies 
being plural because David rec-
ognized that (like the servant of 

Elisha) that there were more with 
him than there were against him. 
He chose to see things through 
the eyes of the King, and he be-
haved as if the battle were already 
won. That is what we should do 
as we face this economy.

What does that mean? It 
means keeping our hands open. 
The tendency when things begin 
to get tight is for us to close our 
hands, clinch our fi sts and hang 
on with a death grip to everything 
that we think is security. The prin-
ciple of the open hand calls for 
our hands to be just that ... open. 
As God blesses us and He surely 
has and will, we are to keep our 
hands open, allowing Him to do 
as He wills with that blessing. The 
open hand allows it to go out as 
fast as it comes in, leaving room 
for God to bless you again. It al-
lows you to be a conduit for His 
blessings to fl ow through. God’s 
economy explodes through the 
principle of the open hand. It 
was, after all, the example that Je-
sus set. (II Corinthians 8:9)

As Paul was writing to the 
church at Corinth in II Corinthians 
8, he reminded them of the deeds 
of the Church of Macedonia. Now 
you have to understand the Cor-
inthians were like Madison Av-
enue, and the Macedonians, like 
a poor, rural dirt road. Yet, Paul 
says of the Macedonians in II Cor-
inthians 8:2 - 4, “Out of the most 
severe trial, their overfl owing joy 
and their extreme poverty welled 
up in rich generosity. For I testify 
that they gave as much as they 
were able, and even beyond their 
ability. Entirely on their own, they 
urgently pleaded with us for the 
privilege of sharing in this service 
to the saints.”

When was the last time you 
urgently pleaded for the privilege 
of giving? I know, me nether ... 
But I have seen the principle of 
the open hand at work, and I 
have watched God continue to fi ll 
the hand that stays open to Him. 
I have also seen the Lord stop fi ll-
ing hands that close up tight and 
hang on to what He has already 
given. As you face the giant of the 
upcoming economy, remember 
to focus on the giant slayer and 
not on the giant. Be a conduit of 
His grace. Don’t let the giant of 
this world bully you. Practice the 
principle of the open hand this 
year, and like David, you will be 
running into the battle, already 
assured of victory. 

Have a joy fi lled Christmas sea-
son.
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TRAINING BURN: In the Okeechobee paper it shows the fi re de-
partment conducting a training burn on a building down by the lake. 
Well, it’s a very good thing that the fi re department has this training 
and it’s necessary and I’m glad they had it, but it’s a shame that this 
old, old building that has survived all of these hurricanes and such got 
burnt to the ground. It is a piece of Okeechobee’s history that is now 
gone forever. It’s a shame it could not have been moved somewhere. 
It’s a shame we’re letting all of this history of Okeechobee disappear 
instead of preserving the heritage. Editor’s note: Unfortunately, due to 
damage from storms and time, the building was so deteriorated that 
it could not be repaired, so the property owner decided to donate it 
to the fi re department for the training exercise.

POST OFFICE: I was reading the article on the post offi ce in the 
Okeechobee News and I would just like to ask a single question. I 
have a 7th court address and I would like to know how I can get the 
post offi ce to stop delivering my mail to a 7th street address. The post 
offi ce does not seem to want to address it even though I have made 
numerous complaints. I would really just like to get my mail delivered 
to my home.

BASKETBALL: I was at a basketball game at Yearling Middle 
School and I noticed that those kids from Osceola have a lot of talent 
on that team. I also noticed Osceola doesn’t have the uniforms like 
the other schools have that they play. There is absolutely no interest 
in these kids’ sports department. Sports is an important part because 
kids should have physical exercise and these kids deserve more sup-
port.

QUESTION: This is a follow-up question on the arrest reports you 
put in the paper. You said you don’t put any misdemeanors in the 
paper as far as an arrest, I beg to differ with you, you have a lot of 
misdemeanors in there. It is an arrest report, it is not a conviction of 
the person, every person in there is innocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law. You have printed a lot of misdemeanor arrests in your 
arrest column. Editor’s note: The report, as stated in the introduction, 
lists DUI arrests and felony arrests. Florida Statutes determine if a 
crime is a felony or a misdemeanor. Felony crimes are the offenses 
deemed to be more serious under the law. All of those persons in the 
arrest report are only charged, not convicted. This is clearly stated 
with the report. As stated at the top of the report each time it runs, it 
includes DUI and felony arrests. On rare occasions when a person is 
charged with both a felony and a misdemeanor in a related case, we 
list the felony arrest and add a sentence that he was also charged 
with a misdemeanor charge. However, we never include a person in 
the arrest report unless he or she is charged with a felony or a DUI. 
This has been our policy for more than 25 years.

GAS PRICES: I would like for someone to please check out why 
gas prices are going back up. I have been watching the news and 
nothing is showing up there and watching other counties and nothing 
is going up there. I mean they’ve done killed us enough, we’re higher 
than the counties around us because of the taxes on our fuel. What’s 
up? It went up 10 cents in like three days. This is ridiculous, it goes up 
and down. There is no way that it keeps jumping like that. 

MAN OF THE YEAR: So, our president-elect has been named 
Time magazine’s Man of the Year. My question is WHY? He hasn’t 
done anything yet. He isn’t the president yet. Maybe in the future he 
will deserve this title, but not now. I can think of dozens of more de-
serving people for this. Our president-elect hasn’t paid his dues YET!  

SCHOOL BOARD: The Code of Conduct has been developed and 
is in place to protect students. The section about prescription drugs 
is clear--any student who brings prescription drugs on campus for 
which they do not have a care plan will be recommended for expul-
sion at the middle and high school level. This part of the code is nec-
essary to keep students from bringing drugs on campus and selling 
them or sharing them. Taking drugs that are not prescribed for you 
can cause harm and possibly be fatal. The administrator’s job is to fol-
low the Code of Conduct which was recently approved by ALL of the 
school board members. The administrator’s job is not to determine 
the intent of the child who brought the prescription drug on campus. 
I applaud the two school board members who voted to uphold the 
ruling. Unfortunately, the members who voted against the expulsion 
have opened up the fl ood gates. I think my children are less safe at 
school because of this school board decision. 

COMMON SENSE: I think the school board needs to hire princi-
pals with some common sense and then give them the authority to 
use a little discretion when dealing with the students. A student who 
forgets there was an acne pill in a book bag is not on the same level 
with a student who brings prescription painkillers to school or sell. 
The only side effect the acne pill could have had was to give someone 
an upset stomach. Antibiotics are not even on the list of controlled 
substances that require you to show an ID when you buy them. The 
kid should have been given a warning and maybe had to write an 
essay. Keeping that child out of school nine days was going too far 
and expulsion is just ridiculous. I am glad that three members of our 
school board do have some common sense.

RACISM: I have lived in several states, and I think there is some-
times more bigotry and racism in some of the northern states than 
there is in the south. Racism is not just about how white people and 
black people treat each other. There is also racism towards Hispan-
ics, Asians, people from the Middle East, etc. As long as we stay away 
from attacking individuals, I think it is healthy to discuss racism just as 
it is healthy to discuss other issues our society faces. You can’t solve a 
problem if you don’t ever talk about it.

PARADE: I thought the Christmas parade was just outstanding 
this year. What a great turnout both of those in the parade and the 
spectators. I think we had more people than ever lined up to watch 
the parade. And everyone was in such a great mood. It was the best 
parade I have seen in a long time.

FRAUD: With the economy in such sad shape, I guess it is no won-
der there are so many scams with people trying to get your personal 
information so they can steal your identity and all your money. Every-
one should know that they should never give out any personal infor-
mation over the phone unless you initiated the phone call yourself. If 
someone calls you on the phone, they could be lying about who they 
are. Never believe someone just because they call you on the phone. 
And don’t just ask for their phone number. They could have a dozen 
numbers and change them every other day. Look the number up in 
information and call back.

WINTER RESIDENTS: We’re here in the south minding our own 
business, enjoying our way of life. And we are regularly invaded by 
folks from the north. And we welcome them to come enjoy the sun-
shine with us. So why do we get this hostility? If we are so offensive to 
them, they don’t have to come and live among us. And in fact, most 
of the winter visitors I know are very nice and really do enjoy it here. 
There are just a few who are rude and ill mannered and the give the 
rest a bad name. So have a glass of sweet tea, take a seat on the front 
porch and enjoy the sunshine. Try it. You might like it.

AMERICAN CARS: Buy American? The Ford Crown Victoria 
is manufactured in St Thomas, Ontario, Canada. The Ford Fusion, 
Mercury Milan, and Lincoln MKZ are made in Hermosillo, Sonora, 
Mexico.

AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY: I can sum up the big three’s prob-
lems with two words, UNIONS and GREED. The president of the 
United Auto Workers union appeared on television this past weekend 
and stated that the wages of the UAW workers were comparable to 
the other U.S. auto workers. Dollar wise this may be true. What he 
conveniently left out was the cost of the other benefi ts the UAW em-
ployees receive. I think it was stated on one of these TV programs, 
that UAW employees received an hourly package of $74.00 per hour 
which includes their wages and benefi ts. If this is anywhere near the 
truth no wonder they’re in trouble and rightfully so. The other U.S. 
auto workers seem to be making a nice profit.

Refl ections from the Pulpit

 OPINION

Sunday, Dec. 21
A.A. meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Sav-

iour, 200 N.W. Third St. It will be an open step meeting.
A.A. open 12 step meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Church 

of Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St.
Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street

Okeechobee, FL 34972 (Behind Napa Auto Parts) A.A. weekend 
noon meeting Open Discussion meeting. *The Just for Today Club of 
Okeechobee is not affi liated with any 12 step fellowships.

Monday, Dec. 22
A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. at the First United 

Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St. This will be an open meet-
ing.

Okeechobee Senior Singers will meet at 9 a.m. at the Okeecho-
bee Presbyterian Church, 312 North Parrott Ave. Everyone who enjoys
singing is invited to join the group. For information or to schedule an
appearance, contact Patsy Black at 863-467-7068.

The Okeechobee Historical Society meets at noon at 1850 U.S. 
98 N. Join us with a covered dish for lunch, followed by a business
meeting. The dues are $10 per person, per year, and are due in Sep-
tember. For information, call Betty Williamson at 863-763-3850.

Artful Appliquers is a recently formed chapter in Okeechobee.
This chapter meets at the Turtle Cove Clubhouse, 10 Linda Road, in
Buckhead Ridge on Mondays from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. Karen Graves,
Chapter leader would like to extend a warm welcome to any interest-
ed persons to come by and see what they are about. For information

call 863-763-6952.
Just for Today Club of Okeechobee meets at 101 N.W. Fifth 

Street (Behind Napa Auto Parts) N.A. Sickest Of The Sick, Open Dis-
cussion, 7 p.m. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is not affi li-
ated with any 12 step fellowships.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St. This will be an open meeting.

Artful Appliquers meets at the Turtle Cove Clubhouse, 10 Linda
Road, Okeechobee on Mondays from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. Turn left at
the Moose lodge and go around the curve just past the church. Bring a
lunch and join us for a fun day of applique. Everyone is welcome. For
more information please contact Karen Graves at 863-763-6952.

Tuesday, Dec. 23
Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 

Okeechobee, FL 34972 (Behind Napa Auto Parts) N.A. Nowhere 
Left To Go Group Open Discussion at noon; N.A. Sickest Of The Sick 
Group Open Discussion. *The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is
not affi liated with any 12 step fellowships.

The Lighthouse Refuge Support Group is for women who are 
hurting, homeless or been abused. They meet on the fi rst and third
Tuesday of every month from noon until 2 p.m. at First Baptist Church,
401 S.W. Fourth St., and on the second and fourth Tuesday of every
month from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Red Cross, 323 N. Parrott Ave.
For more information call Donna Dean at 863-801-9201 or 863-357-
2106.

Rotary Club of Okeechobee meets each Tuesday at noon at
Golden Corral Restaurant, 700 S. Parrott Ave. The meetings are open
to the public. For information, contact Maureen Budjinski at 863-484-
0110.

New A.A. Meeting in Basinger: There is now an A.A. meeting in 
Basinger on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the Basinger Christian Brethren
Church on 700-A, north off U.S. 98. Beginners are welcome.

Al-Ateen - meeting will be held at the Church of Our Saviour, 200
N.W. Third St., at 7 p.m. For more information, please call Amy at 863-
763-8531 or Dan 561-662-2799. 

Al-Anon meeting will be held at the Church of Our Savior, 200
N.W. Third St., at 8 p.m.

A.A. Closed discussion meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at the Church 
of Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St.

Grief and Loss Support Group meets every Tuesday at 10 a.m.
at the Hospice Building located at 411 S.E. Fourth St. in Okeechobee.
Everyone is welcome. For information, contact Enid Boutrin at 863-
467-2321.

Family History Center meets from 1 until 5 p.m. at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 310 S.W. Sixth St. Anyone interested in
fi nding who your ancestors are is welcome to attend. There is Census,
IGI (International Genealogical Index), Social Security Death Index
and military information available. For information, call The Family
History Center at 863-763-6510 or Richard Smith at 863-261-5706 for
special appointments.

Widows and Widowers support group meets at 7:30 - 8 a.m. 
at the Clock Restaurant, 1111 S. Parrott Ave., for breakfast. For
information, June Scheer at 863-634-8276

Gospel Sing every Tuesday beginning at 7 p.m. The public 
is invited to participate with vocal and/or instrumental music. For
information, contact Douglas Chiropractic Center at 863-763-4320.

The Gathering Church Overcomers Group meets at 7:30 
p.m. in the fellowship hall, 1735 S.W. 24th Ave. This is a men’s only
meeting. For information, call Earl at 863-763-0139.

Bible study at the Living Word of Faith Church, 1902 S. Parrott 
Ave., at 7 p.m. Informal and informative discussions bring many Bible
truths to life. Everyone is invited.

Community Country Gospel will meet at 7 p.m. at the church 
next to Douglas Clinic on North Park St. Any individual or group that
enjoys old time gospel music is invited to participate. For information,
contact Dr. Edward Douglas at 863-763-4320.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a weekly meeting. Overeaters 
Anonymous (OA) meets at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 
312 N. Parrott Avenue on Tuesdays, 6 until 7 p.m. (Use 4th Street
entrance.) Overeaters Annonymous is not a diet club. There are no
dues, fees or weigh-ins. The only requirement for membership is a
desire to stop eating compulsively. For more information call Loretta
at 863-763-7165 or 863-697-0206.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St. This will be an open meeting.

The First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St., will
be hosting God’s Time -- a morning of free organized Christian
activities that includes play, instruction and interaction for parents
and their pre-school children. The event will be held each Tuesday
from 9:30 a.m. until noon. Child care will be provided for infants
during the class. For information, call 863-763-4021.

Haven of Rest Church, 2947 S.W. Third Terr., holds meetings
for persons with alcohol and drug related problems at 6 p.m. For
information call 863-357-3053.

Community Calendar
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sue a mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the community. Since no
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Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s deliber-
ation of public issues.

Independent Newspapers, Inc.
• Joe Smyth, Chairman 
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We Pledge …
• To operate this newspaper as a 

public trust

• To help our community become a
better place to live and work, 
through our dedication to consci-
entious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens
need to make their own intelligent
decisions about public issues.

• To report the news with honesty,
accuracy, purposeful neutrality, 
fairness, objectivity, fearlessness 
and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facili-
tate community debate, not to
dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of
interest or potential conflicts to our
readers.

• To correct our errors and to give
each correction to the prominence
it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those
we write about.

• To treat people with courtesy,
respect and compassion.
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Explosion of thanks
A big thanks goes to The 

Okeechobee X-Plosion all-star
cheer leading and Dance Athletes
that took their Saturday to fi ll
boxes for the local soldiers that
are serving overseas. The athletes
spent two weeks collecting every-
thing from stationary to designing
there own personalized t-shirts
to, crosswords and pictures. The
girls fi lled over 54 boxes packed
to the very top! The local VFW
then picked them up and shipped
them off. Congratulations girls on
surpassing your goal of 30 box-
es, you did an amazing job! The
Xplosion athletes participating in
this amazing event ranged in ages
of 3-18. If you have a community
service you need some help with
please contact Coach Victoria
at 863-441-3826, or by email at:
xplosionallstarcheer@yahoo.
com,www.xplosionallstars.wee-
bly.com, Xplosion athletes par-
ticipate in one community service
act a month and we would love to
have some more ideas!

Victoria Osteen 
Okeechobee

Letter to the Editor

Submitted photo/Victoria Osteen
Okeechobee X-Plosion all star cheerleading and dance girls fi lled more than 50 boxes with 
great things including stationary, t-shirts, and other items for shipment to local soldiers serv-
ing overseas. Their efforts will bring a smile and thoughts of home to the service men and 
women for the holiday season! Thanks girls!

Speak Out/Public Forum
Speak Out has moved online, where it is quicker and 

easier to share your ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the community name and your 
local or state Public Forum. There, you can create new
topics or comment on existing topics. What follows is a sam-
pling of some of the discussions currently taking place. 

Thanks for participating!



Seminole Elementary School 
second graders wrote the follow-
ing letters to Santa Claus. The 
letters are reprinted just as the 
children wrote them. For more 
letters, see the Wednesday edi-
tion of the Okeechobee News.

Dear Santa,
I would like a eyepod phone, 

easybake, game boy, far wheller 
and that’s all.

Your fraend, 
Carrie
Dear Santa, 
I want to have a gutor. Santa 

I want a big slid and I want my 
stoking full and I want sumting 
Big.

Your friend, 
Madison
Dear Santa, 
I want a rock band2 for Christ-

mas and a DS and a Wii with a 
game that has a lot of parts. How 
is the North Pole? And this Christ-
mas will be fun.

Your friend,
Jose
Dear Santa,
I want Pokemon cars. I want 

cars. I want books, I want school 
books. I want to be good. I want 
games. I want a snake. I want a 
dog. I want a cat. I want a DS.

Your friend,
Gordan
Dear Santa, 
I want a full welle, a night vi-

sion too, and get one of thoe 
pumper scoter and som cool hee-
les and  cologne and a hole buch 
of Playstayshins and Pokemon 
cards.

Your friend,
Layne - I believe in you.
Dear Santa,
I want night vision and co-

logne.
Your fan,
Tavis
Dear Santa, 
I want Pokemon cards and a 

laptop and a little petshope, fi sh-
ing kit, baby set, i-pode, work-
shop, starter cow.

Love,
Chelee
Dear Santa, 
I want a DS for Christmas so 

my cousins dun’t lev my owt. I git 
a DS I won’t git levt owt then we 
will be happe.

Your friend, 
Andrew
Dear Santa,
I want an ipod for Christmas, 

I want a laptop for Christmas. I 
want a DS for Christmas. How are 
you Santa Claus? How is rof the 
red nos redr?

How is Miss Santa Claus?
How is the elf ’s work on thys?
Your friend, 
Araceli
Dear Santa, 
I want a Rip Stitch Black and 

Rock Band 2 and KSwiss shoes 
and puching bag and I will give 
you cookies and give you some 
milk.

Your friend, 
Joel Allen
Dear Santa, 
I want a Power Ranger so I can 

play my brother. Ho! Ho! Ho! Ho! 
Merry Christmas.

Your friend, 
David
Dear Santa,
I always wanted a rolling scoot-

er. How are you and your elves, 
reindeer roodoff? I want lots of 
toys for Christmas. Tell your wife, 
I said hi. You are so nice. I wish 
you came to my house. Maybe on 
Christmas I might leave cookies 
and milk for you. If mom makes 
cookies and leave milk on the 
table. I’ve been such a good girl. I 
always help my mom and dad.

Your friend, 
Cristina
Dear Santa,
I want a PSP and if you get me 

a prst I will leave you some cook-
ies and a glas of mil and I will tell 
my mom to warap you a gift for 
Christmas. I want a gun and a 

Pokemon book and a Pokemon 
battle and a rollbot.

Your friend, 
Daniel
Dear Santa,
I want for Christmas is make 

up and DS and I want is a best 
Christmas ever.

Your friend,
Elyssa
Dear Santa,
I have been good. I am right-

ing the letr to you for what I want 
for Christmas. How are you. I go-
ing with your rindier? I will leave 
some cooces.

Your friend,
Brisely
Dear Santa,
I want an MP3 player. I also 

want a xbox and a work book. I 
also have been good. I will give 
you some cookies.

Your friend,
Kristina
Dear Santa, 
I want a cudr for Christmas. I 

ben good and funny. I will levo 
cookie and milk on the tabol. 

P.S. If you don’t make it it is 
ok.

Your friend,
Rangel
Dear Santa, 
I would like a nintendo ds, 

personal trainer cooking game 
for the ds and guitar hero III, rock 
band, rock band II, Ipod, mp3 
player and a guitar. 

P.S. I will leave you milk and 
cookies.

Your friend,
Kayla
Dear Santa, 
I have been a good girl. Here 

is a list of things that I want for 
Christmas and I will leave some 
cookies and milk. Ok now I will 
tell you what I want. A nentendo 
DS, a neckles, a Hannah Montana 
stepping thing, another ipod, 
a rock band 2, a Bratz singing 
and gautair game, some billes, 
a phone, a Wii, a Hannah Mon-
tana singing thing, a Cheetah 
girls game, a american idol thing, 
a computer, a laptop, a money 
bank, a high school musical 
game, some bracelets, a baby 
alive. Have a happy Christmas. 

Your friend, 
Chrishia
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? 

I hope your reindeer good. How 
are your elves? I hope you bring 
my dogs something nice.

Love,
Derek
Dear Santa, 
Waht I want from Christmas is 

an Ipot, nintendo DS and a bone 
for my dog.

Love,
Osvaldo
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? I 

hope the reindeer are fi ne. I want 
a spuer smashinthe chameber 
mach and 2009 smakdowns raw.

Love,
Raul 
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? 

Thank you for all the stuff you 
gave us. I hope you will be here 
this Christmas. How are the rein-
deer too. I can’t wait for Christ-
mas.

Love,
Dakota
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Mis Claus 

and your elf. And reindeer. I hope 
you come to my home. My sister 
wus a DS and I wus a DS game. 

Love,
Cynthia
Dear Santa, 
Can you please give me a four-

wheeler? Can you please give my 
brother Mohammad a fourwheel-
er too?

Can you give Rheem a DS toy? 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? Are 
you doing ok? Can you please 
give my dad any kind of toy?

Love, 
Ahmad

Dear Santa,
How are you Santa? I hope 

the elves make lots of toys. Can 
I please have a Wii game and a 
trampoline and can I have a Ipod. 
Does rudolph still have a red 
nose.

Love,
Christian
Dear Santa, 
Can I have 14 tattoos and a 

Pokemon set. I want a skli shrt. 
Three Pokemon that are Arknad, 
Blastrord and Graleen and the 
geme Super Moreo Brthers and a 
new Pokemon game.

Love, 
Jessie
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? 

How are the elves doing. P.S. 
Rudof still fi rst? Can I plice have 
a forweler? Can my sister have a 
fone plice. Can my mom have her 
face crem.

Love,
Daisy
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? 

And of course your reindeer ru-
dolph the red noes reindeer. 
Could you please show me how 
the elves look like. I hope the 
reindeer are fi ne too. I will leave 
you some cookies and milk. I will 
like my pool. My little sister would 
like a toy preety one. My big sister 
would like a new vollyball net to 
her self. My big brother would like 
a soccer net to play soccer with 
his friends. My dad would like a 
screen TV. A big one. My mom 
would like a big Christmas tree.

Love,
Yesenia
Dear Santa, 
I hope you bring me a mp3 

player and a dirtbike and a toy 
car and a traler and a boat. My fa-
vorite toy to play with is cars and 
other favorate toy is a boat and a 
boat is fun to play with. 

Santa you are nice.
Love,
Michael
Dear Santa, 
How are you doing I hope you 

are fi ne. You are my favorite prs-
ing. I fenk you are a good man. 
I love you a lot. I rilly hope you 
are fi ne. How are you are ran-
deer dowinn. I hope they are fi ne. 
How is Miss claus doing. I hope 
she is doing good to. I am doing 
grat. I rilly hope you have a mary 
crismis. I hope yo make it in time 
arownd the earf in time. Some-
times I be good or bad.

Love,
Kyle
Dear Santa, 
How are you doing? Can I 

please have a DS that is pink. My 
little brother wants a DS too. He 
told me he wanted his to be blak. 
THe game I want is Exrsis horse 
rids. The game my little brother 
wants is Mario for his DS.

Love,
Rachael
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? 

How are your reindeer and how 
are your elves. I want a collar for 
my bunny. and I want a bucket of 
baseballs and I want a new base-
ball glove and a new baseball bat 
and a new robot and a new clock 
and a new radio for my bugi and 
Merry Christmas

Love,
Wesley
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Miss Claus. 

For Christmas I want a puppy and 
a DS and if my mom palc we leaf 
cookies and malk and my mom 
wel like garofeas and my sitr wel 
like gas, my brathr will like a cat, 
Mike will like a tools. That well be 
it.

Love,
Viviana
Dear Santa, 
How are you and the elf and 

Rudolp. I would like a toy and a 
game for my nintendo DS and a 

school supplies and a morio game 
and a Jack and Annie book. My 
sister will like iPod PSP game..

My dad will like money.
Love,
Alize
Dear Santa,
I want a dog and a cat and a 

Army toy and one more a clone 
war helmoit is Star Wars.

Love,
Marc
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? 

I hope your reindeer are staying 
healthy and blease bring me a 
barbie that does what I do. and 
please make my presents be a 
surprise. And please tell the elves 
to make me a scarf. And please 
don’t make my three year old 
friend Jayda cry because she is 
scared of you. When she saw my 
neighbors Santa Claus she cryed. 
But I hope she’s not going to cry 
this time and my last present 
please bring me a hamster.

Love,
Dalia
Dear Santa, 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? 

I hope the reindeers and Rudoph 
are fi ne too. My nephew Jose 
wants a DVD player with a CD 
of Alvin and the Chipmunks. My 
other nephew wants a trampo-
line and my sister get her 20 fak-
enalis. My nephew wants a bike 
too. I want a bike too. And get my 
sisters them what they want. And 
my brothers too. And thank you.

Merry Christmas.
Love, 
Teresa
Dear Santa,
How do you do?
I hope you are not cold. I was 

good in school today. I love you. I 
enjoyed last Christmas. How are 
the raindeer. I hope the raindeer 
are not sick so you can give us 
presents.

Love,
Miguel
Dear Santa Claus, 
How are you doing? I love your 

gifts but do not worry if the other 
do not beleave in you, I do. The 
gift that I want is a Merry Christ-
mas. That’s all I need. I wish you 
a Merry Christmas but that’s ok 
if you get me something eles. I 
hope you enjoy your Christmas.

Yours truly, 
Jacqueline
Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? are 

you have fun makeing the toys for 

the good kids? I want a globe so I 
can see the world.

Love, 
Hannah
Dear Santa Claus, 
I hope you are jolly happy for 

Christmas. Don’t push your rein-
deer hard. Will you help my dad 
be better. If you will help my dad 
I will be so thankful I will try to be 
so good.

Love,
Frankie
Dear Santa Claus, 
I hope you bring me a present 

on Christmas Day. How are your 
reindeer? Do you have a seatbelt 
on the sled? I can’t wait for Christ-
mas.

Love,
Jose
Dear Santa, 
How are you doing. I hope you 

are not too cold up there in the 
North Pole. I have werked very 

hard to be good this year. Could
you please bring me a robot be-
cause I love robots! I love Santa! I
can’t wait until Christmas arrives.
I am so excited!

Love,
Alejandro

Children hope for presents from Santa

MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge 
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with 
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring 
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D.    Dwayne Montie, D.O.   Mark Leach, R-PA   Sharon Barrineau, ARNP   John Minni, D.O.   

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology 
• Acne   • Psoriasis   • Eczema
• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders    
• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery
• Skin Allergies and Rashes  
• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments 
• Botox®   • Juvéderm TM

  
• Radiesse®  • Thermage® 
• Restylane®   • Perlane®  
• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair  • Moles • Brown Spots  
• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

Women Love
Okeechobee Medical Cosmetic Center

look
great

by reversing

sun & aging
damage...

• Brown & Red Spots

• Facial & Leg Veins

• Irregular Skin Color

• Rosacea

• Chin & Lip Hair

• Wrinkles

• The “Frown of Aging”

• Reduce or Eliminate Facial 
Lumps & Bumps

SKIN LASER • RESTYLANE • BOTOX
(all FDA approved)

Free Consultation
Botanical Cosmeceuticals (Skin Care Products & Sunscreens)
Make Your Botox, Laser & Restylane Appointment Today!

Leland M. Heller, M.D.
1713 Hwy 441 N., Suite E • Okeechobee, FL 34972

467-8771
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Baby gift items 
benefi t Healthy Start

The Healthy Start Coalition has 
various gift baskets of household 
items for sale. Also, the Coali-
tion has a variety of diaper cakes, 
diaper wreaths and other curious 
diaper items that make a wonder-
ful gift idea for a baby shower 
or for someone special having a 
baby. Items are decorated with 
a variety of baby essentials such 
as thermometers, socks, onesies, 
medicine spoons and such. Some 
items are prepared and ready for 
sale, diaper sizes vary. Prices vary 
from $10 to $40. The Coalition 
will also take orders for future 
occasions and will make an item 
according to your specifi cations. 
All proceeds are used to fund di-
rect services to Healthy Start cli-
ents. Services to our clients are 
free and include parenting edu-
cation, childbirth education, car 
seat education, psychosocial grief 
counseling, infant care, emergen-
cy transportation, breast feeding 
education/support and tobacco 
education. Support the Coalition 
by purchasing one of our gift 
items.

Chamber will 
be closed

The Okeechobee Chamber of 
Commerce will be closed on the 
following dates: Dec. 24 - Christ-
mas Eve; Dec. 25 - Christmas Day; 
Dec. 26; Jan. 1, 2009 - New Years 
Day; Jan. 2, 2009. Also, there will 
neither be a Coffee Klatch nor 
General Membership luncheon 
for the month of December. For 
information call the Chamber at 
863-763-6464.

BHR VFD 
Winterfest 2009

Winterfest 2009 will be held 
on Jan. 31. There will be catfi sh, 
cotton candy, popcorn, crafts, 
music and more. For more infor-
mation, call 863-532-9015 or John 
at 863-467-8220.

Anyone interested in renting a 
booth for Winterfest 2009, please 
call John at 863-467-8220 or 863-
532-9015.

Softball plans 
tryouts for season

The Okeechobee High School 
softball program will hold try-
outs for 9th thru 12th graders on 
Jan. 8 and 9 from 3 until 6 p.m. at 
the OHS softball fi eld.

Any interested athletes must 
have a physical to participate in 
the try-out. Physical forms can be 
picked up from the main offi ce at 
OHS. If you are playing another 
sport at OHS and would like to 
try out or have any questions per-
taining to try-outs please contact 
Coach Kim Hargraves at 863-634-
6322 as soon as possible.

Scrapbooking ‘Crop’ 
to be held

The “Croppin’ Crew” scrap-
bookers will hold an all-day 
crop on Saturday, Jan. 3, from 
10 a.m. until 5 p.m. This month 
the crop will take place at 
Peace Lutheran Church, 750 
N.W. 23rd Lane. Ann Daniels 
will be holding a class on how 
to make a ‘tin box scrapbook’ 
at 1 p.m. (Bring glue, cereal 
box cardboard, 1 and 1/2 yard 
of 3/8” ribbon and small fl ower 
or trim for top of tin.) All levels 
of scrapbookers are welcome. 
Please bring a covered dish if 
you wish to participate in our 
pot luck luncheon. For more in-
formation call Joan at 863-467-
0290 or Corry at 863-467-2231.

U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary to do vessel 
exams

Okeechobee-The Lake is back 
and so are we. Flotilla 57 - U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary we are 
ready to do vessel exams. They 
are free and we will come to you, 
we make house calls. Call 863-
763-9570 to make and appoint-
ment to examine your boat and 
get it certifi ed with a sticker.

Career Center 
helps in job search

The One Stop Career Center, 
209 S.W. Park St., has services 
available at no charge to help 
people in their search for the right 
employee or job. For more, visit 
their web site at www.tcjobs.org; 
or, call 863-462-5350.

Martha’s House 
collecting cell phones

Martha’s House is collecting 
used cell phones to return for 
money. Martha’s House can also 
have them 9-1-1 activated for par-
ticipants. If you have any used cell 
phones to donate call 863-763-
2893, or drop them off at their 
administrative offi ce at 103 N.W. 
Fifth St.

My Aunt’s House 
seeks volunteers

My Aunt’s House, Inc. a 501 
(c) (3) organization is looking for 
two to three volunteers to work in 
our Closet any day, or days, Mon-
day through Friday during the 
hours of 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. We 
are also looking for a volunteer to 
become the director and a board 
member of The Clothes Closet. 
The volunteer should commu-
nicate well with the public and 
should be able to seek support 
from city and county offi cials, 
business executives and other or-
ganizations. Work days and hours 
are fl exible. Call 863-634-2306 for 
information.

Center offers service 
to children

The Family Outreach Center at 
Sacred Heart offers a service to 
youth and children by giving free 
classes in martial arts. The classes 
are currently taught four days a 
week on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, from 6 until 8 p.m. 
and on Saturday from 5:30 until 
7:30 p.m.

Group providing 
animal rescue

Florida Wildlife Rescue Service 
of Okeechobee is currently pro-
viding rescue, pick up and trans-
port of sick, injured, orphaned or 
otherwise impaired wildlife.

Anyone who fi nds a wild ani-
mal in need of help is encouraged 
to give us a call. A volunteer trans-
porter, licensed by the Florida Fish 
& Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion, will be more than happy to 
help you and the animal.

This is a free service to the 
community and to wildlife.

For information, call 863-634-
1755 or 863-357-7955.

Halfway house 
seeks volunteers

Eckerd Intensive Halfway 
House a Moderate Risk Commit-
ment Program for 13-18 year old 
male youth is seeking volunteers 
who can “make a difference in 
the life of a youth.” We are seek-
ing volunteers to read, be a guest 
speaker, play music, tutor, edu-
cate youth on a trade, assist with 
a project, instruct youth on build-
ing a project, or just hang out 
with youth. Volunteer hours and 
times can vary. Please contact 
Tom Jones or Joshua Stoddard at 
863-357-0047.

YMS collecting 
printer cartridges

Yearling Middle School (YMS) 
is collecting empty printer and 
copy toner cartridges. They are 
sent in for credits that go toward 
school supplies to be used by all 
students. To donate empty printer 
or toner cartridges, they can be 
dropped off at YMS, 925 N.W. 
23rd Lane or at the Stitchin’ Post, 
620 S. Parrott Ave. Or call Miss 
Webb at 863-462-5056 or Linda at 
863-467-1484 for free pickup.

Sour Orange 
Fest has new date

Lakeport will have the Sour 
Orange Festival on Saturday, Jan. 
10, (new date for 2009). They are 
looking for vendors, volunteers, 
and patrons. If interested call 
863-227-4323 or attend the next 
Lakeport Community Associa-
tion meeting at the Community 
Center.

Low cost 
spay/neuter available

Low cost spay/neuter vouch-
ers for dogs and cats. Participating 
veterinarians in Vero Beach. For 
information, call United Humani-
tarians Port St. Lucie volunteer: 
772-335-3786. Email: Petscry1@
bellsouth.net. Okeechobee veteri-
narians are invited to participate. 
in this low cost spay/neuter pro-
gram.

State Veterans 
nursing homes

Are you a veteran in need of a 
nursing home or assisted living fa-
cility? The Florida Department of 
Veterans Affairs can help you. The 
Department operates fi ve veterans 
nursing homes and one assisted 
living facility throughout the state, 
with a new nursing home being 
built near St. Augustine. The basic 
admission criteria for all of the fa-
cilities is an honorable discharge, 
Florida residency for one year pri-
or to admission and certifi cation 
of need of assisted living facility or 
skilled nursing care. The VA Nurs-
ing homes are located in Daytona 
Beach, Land O’ Lakes, Pembroke 
Pines, Springfi eld (Panhandle) 
and Port Charlotte with the VA As-
sisted Living Facility being located 
in Lake City. For further informa-
tion on VA nursing homes contact 
the County Veteran’s Service Of-
fi cer, Betsy Grinslade at 863-763-
8124.

Historical Society collects info 
for book

Mrs. Betty Williamson, from 
the Historical Society is in the 
process of writing a book about 
Okeechobee Women. She is look-
ing for all of the Speckled Perch 
Queens from 1968 to recent. 
Please call the Chamber of Com-
merce at 863-763-6464 or Betty 
Williamson at 863-763-3850 if you 
are able to help. The Queens will 
be listed in the book.

Ladies Auxiliary 
Spaghetti Night

The VFW Post 10539 Ladies 
Auxiliary will hold a Tuesday 
night spaghetti night. All you can 
eat spaghetti, garlic bread and 
salad for a $5 donation. The din-
ner starts at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome. For more information 
call 863-763-2308.

Join the Red Hatters
For ladies looking for fun and 

meeting some new lady friends, 
the Red Hat Group is looking for 
ladies to join who want to do 
things. For information call 863-
763-5836 or 863-357-1944.

Rescue available for 
local wildlife

Florida Wildlife Rescue Ser-

vice Inc. is a non profi t orga-

nization providing free rescue, 

pick up, and transport of sick, 

injured and orphaned wildlife in 

the Okeechobee area. We are 

licensed by the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commis-

sion to provide these services. If 

you fi nd a wild bird or animal in 

need of assistance please contact 

us at 863-634-1755. 

Donate cars to Boys 
and Girls Clubs

Now that the price of scrap 

metal has sharply risen, the Boys 

and Girls Car Campaign will ac-

cept most any car with no restric-

tions. Cars will be picked up any-

where in Florida, usually within a 

week, and are sold at auction. To 

donate, call 800-246-0493. Funds 

obtained by the sales go directly 

to help the Florida clubs.

Advocacy group 
seeking members

The Florida Local Advocacy 
Council in this area has openings
for membership. The members
of the volunteer council protect
and advocate for a better quality
of life for Floridians with unique
needs. Volunteers are appointed
by the governor for a four-year
term. Local meetings are held on
the second Tuesday of the month
in Fort Pierce. Call Penina Popper
at 800-342-0825 for information;
or, visit www.fl oridasac.org.

Community Events

Obituaries should be submit-
ted to the Okeechobee News by
e-mailing obits@newszap.com. 
Customers may also request 
photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is 
available at www.newszap.com.

Betty Joy Williamson, 74
OKEECHOBEE — Betty Joy Wil-

liamson, of Okeechobee, died 
Thursday, Dec. 18, 2008, in Rauler-
son Hospital. She was 74.

Born March 23, 1934, in Fayette, 
Ala., she had been a resident of 
Okeechobee since 1970 and was a 
member of the Church of Christ.

She is survived by her sons, Billy G. 
Williamson (Glenda) of Gardendale, 
Ala., Andy Murphy(Michelle) of 
Okeechobee; brother, James M. Wil-
liamson of Pinson, Ala.; sister, Judy 
Hubbert of Fayette, Ala. In addition 
she is survived by grandchildren,  
Chance Murphy of Okeechobee, 
Daniel Williamson of Gardendale, 
Ala., Cassie Murphy of Okeechobee, 
Christy Murphy of Okeechobee, and 
Sara Beth Williamson of Garden-
dale, Ala. 

There will be no visitation or ser-
vices.

All arrangements are under direc-
tion and care of the Buxton Funeral 
Home and Crematory, 110 NE 5th 
St., Okeechobee.

Frank Kavanaugh III
CLEMENTSVILLE — Frank Kava-

naugh III, passed away Dec. 18, 
2008. He was born in Plainfi eld, N.J., 
on Jan. 25, 1945, and lived in Watch-
ung, N.J., until he attended the Uni-
versity of Miami in Coral Gables.  

After graduation from U of M, 
Frank remained in Coral Gables 
where he and his fi rst wife, Patricia, 
raised their family and where he 
owned and operated an import-ex-
port business, which supplied build-
ing materials throughout the 
Caribbean Islands for many years.   

After retirement in 2002, he en-
joyed his home and acreage in the 
Clementsville area of Indiantown.  

Frank’s devoted family includes 
one son, Michael Scott Kavanaugh,  
and one daughter, Kelly Jean Delozi-
er; two grandchildren, Julian All-
strom Kavanaugh, with a sister 
expected shortly; and Selene Lee De-
lozier; mother, Patricia M. Kava-
naugh of Hobe Sound; sister, Sandra 
Moore.

A Memorial Service will be held at 
11 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 10, 2009, at 
the Hobe Sound Community Presby-
terian Church, 11933 SE Juno Cres-
cent, Hobe Sound, FL 33455.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Ameri-
can Lung Association, Southeast 
Area, 2701 North Australian Ave., 
West Palm Beach, FL 33407.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of Forest Hills Young and Prill 
Chapel in Stuart.  

A guest registry may be signed at 
www.youngandprill.com.

New treatment program only. The patient and any other person responsible for payment have the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any
service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted or reduced fee,

service, examination or treatment. Implant Surgical Fee.

6390 W. Indiantown Road • Jupiter
Chasewood Plaza near RJ Gators

“I was about to lose my
job because of my teeth. Dr.
Harrouff took care of the
problem - I received
Implants, a Sinus Lift and
Periodontal Surgery at  a
very  affordable  price. I
trust Dr. Harrouff and
would recommend him to
anyone who truly wants to
improve the look of his or
her smile!” 

AFFORDABLE DENTAL IMPLANTS

561-741-7142

Bill VanDusen,
Meteorologist

• Implants Are Surgically Inserted 

and Restored in the Same Office

• Replace Missing Teeth

• Stabilize Dentures or Partials

• Immediate Placement Implants 

Secure Teeth the Same Day!

EXPERIENCE - Dentists have over 70 years combined dental experience in Palm Beach

County. 20 years implant experience and over 10,000 crowns/implants insertions.

EQUIPMENT - Digital X-Rays, 90% less radiation.

IMPLANT SYSTEMS - Biohorizon, Lifecore, Biolock - All made in the USA.

EDUCATION - Dr. Wade Harrouff is a graduate of Misch Institute - University of

Pittsburg and Graduate of Implant Program at Atlantic Dental Research Clinic. 

Also, trained in France and Germany.

WARRANTY - Lifetime warranty from manufacturer.

Implants
Starting At

$500
Minimum Fee Only

Free Exam & Diagnosis

with Full Mouth X-ray
New Patients Only!

D0150, D9310

D0330

Lic #DN1076

& DN1847

T.A.
Aliapoulios,
D.D.S.
License #DN1847

Graduate University of New Hampshire in Zoology
and Temple University Dental School. US Air
Force Medical Corp. Served as Chair of Council on
Dental Health. Formerly of West Palm Beach, he
has merged his practice with Dr. Harrouff.

Wade B.
Harrouff,
D.D.S.
License #DN10761

Graduate University of Tennessee 1977. Author, lecturer who
has appeared on TV, radio and print (WPBF/ABC, Palm Beach
Illustrated and more) as the authority on implants as well as
general dentistry. Member of International Congress of Oral
Implantology. American Academy of Implant Dentistry &
Misch Institute of Advanced Implantology.

Jonothan
M. Royal,
D.M.D.
License #DN12061

Graduate of Louisville School of Dentistry in
1989. Practiced privately in Boca Raton and
has recently joined Dr. Harrouff’s group. Past
Vice President of South Palm Beach County
Dental Association.

For Free Implant Report Dial (888) 692-1325  Or Log On To www.freeimplantreport.com

BOARD CERTIFIED

BY THE AMERICAN

BOARD OF

DERMATOLOGY

FELLOWS OF THE

AMERICAN SOCIETY

FOR MOHS

SURGERY

Jonathan Sanders, M.D., J.D.

Tim Ioannides,M.D.
�

**Medicare, Humana
and Employers

Mutual accepted**

OKEECHOBEE
863-467-9555

1924 US Highway 441, N.

VERO BEACH
772-778-7782

1155 35th Lane, 
Ste. 202

Protecting the health of Your Skin with a
Rigorous Focus on Skin Cancer Detection

and Treatment

Wishing You
a Joyous

Holiday Season

3306 NE 3rd St. (4868) 
863-357-HUNT 

• Hunting Accessories
• Fishing Supplies 
• Clothes for everyone
• Camo
• Ammunition

• Household Itemms
• Gator Hunting Supplies 
• Optics
• Archery Supplies

OPEN  Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat. 8-5 Sun. 9-2

In Store 
Holiday Specials

Obituaries
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By Tony Young
There’s fi nally a chill and a cer-

tain festiveness in the air as most 
of us try to take time off from 
work to enjoy spending qual-
ity time with family and friends 
and refl ect on the passing year. 
Children will be out of school on 
winter break soon, and while the 
holiday season’s upon us, so are 
several traditional hunting oppor-
tunities.

The second phase of water-
fowl and coot season comes 
in statewide Dec. 6 and runs 
through Jan. 25. In addition to the 
usual hunting license and permit 
requirements, duck hunters also 
must have a Florida waterfowl 
permit ($3) and a federal duck 
stamp ($15).

The daily bag limit on ducks 
is six, but you need to know your 
ducks before you pull the trig-
ger, because there are different 
daily limits for each species. For 
instance, within the six-bird limit 
there can be only one black duck, 
one mottled duck, one fulvous 
whistling-duck and one pintail. 
Only two of your six-bird limit 
can be redheads and three may 
be wood ducks. And you may 
have no more than four scoters 
and four mallards (of which only 
two can be female) in your bag. 
All other species of ducks can 
be taken up to the six-bird limit, 
except harlequin ducks, and can-
vasback season is closed.

This year, the daily bag limit on 
scaup has changed, and you may 
take only one through Jan. 5; then 
you can take two from Jan. 6 until 
waterfowl season ends Jan. 25. 
The daily limit on coots is 15, and 
there’s a fi ve-bird limit on mer-
gansers, only two of which may 

be hooded.
When hunting waterfowl, 

hunters may use only non-toxic 
shotgun shells. In fact, it’s illegal 
for hunters even to possess lead 
shot when waterfowl hunting. 
Only iron (steel), bismuth-tin and 
various tungsten-alloys are per-
missible.

For something different, try 
woodcock hunting. Woodcock 
season runs Dec. 20–Jan. 18. 
Woodcocks are excellent game 
birds because they hold well for 
pointing bird dogs and provide a 
challenging shot when fl ushed. 
The daily bag limit is three. The 
third phase of mourning and 
white-winged dove season opens 
Dec. 13 and runs through Jan. 
11. The daily bag limit’s been in-
creased this year to 15 birds.

From November on, shooting 
hours for all migratory birds are 
one-half hour before sunrise to 
sunset.  You must get a no-cost 

migratory bird permit where you 
purchase your hunting license be-
fore you hunt any of these birds, 
though. The only fi rearm you’re 
allowed to hunt migratory game 
birds with is a shotgun, no larger 
than 10-gauge. Shotguns must be 
plugged to a three-shell capacity 
(magazine and chamber com-
bined). Bows also are legal.

Retrievers and bird dogs can be 
useful in hunting migratory game 
birds. Artifi cial decoys, as well as 
manual or mouth-operated bird 
calls, also are legal and essential 
gear for duck hunters.

You may hunt migratory game 
birds over an agricultural fi eld, as 
long as the crop’s been planted 
by regular agricultural methods. 
However, don’t even think about 
“sweetening” the fi eld by scat-
tering agricultural products over 
it – or anywhere near it – or you 
could wind up in serious trouble. 
It doesn’t matter if you aren’t the 
one who scattered the bait. If you 
knew or should’ve known that 
such bait was present, you’re ac-
countable under the law.

Some other things you can’t 
do while hunting migratory game 
birds include using rifl es, pistols, 
crossbows, traps, snares, nets, 
sinkboxes, swivel guns, punt 
guns, battery guns, machine 
guns, fi sh hooks, poisons, drugs, 
explosive substances, live decoys, 
recorded bird calls or sounds or 
electrically amplifi ed bird-call imi-
tations. Shooting from a moving 
automobile or boat and herding 
or driving birds with vehicles or 
vessels also are against the law. 
Bobcat and otter hunting season 
is Dec. 1–March 1, and there’s no 
daily bag or season limit on either 
species.

Like foxes, bobcats may be 

chased year-round with dogs, but 
possessing fi rearms during the 
closed season between March 2 
and Nov. 30, is prohibited. On a 
few wildlife management areas, 
bobcats and otters may not be 
taken, so please consult the spe-
cifi c area brochure before you 
hunt. 

Whether upland bird hunting 
with friends and family, shooting 
ducks on the pond with your fa-
vorite lab or taking that big bob-
cat as he slips up behind an un-
suspecting fawn, December has 
the hunting opportunities you’re 
looking for.

Here’s wishing you happy 
holidays and a successful hunting 
season. If you can, remember to 
introduce someone new to our 
great sport. As always, have fun, 
hunt safely and ethically, and we’ll 
see you in the woods!

Tony Young is the media rela-
tions coordinator for the FWC’s 
Division of Hunting and Game 
Management. You can reach him 
with questions about hunting at 
Tony.Young@MyFWC.com.

the project from the new presi-
dential administration.

Turning to fl ood control mat-
ters, the board approved a Natural 
Resource and Soil Conservation 
Service (NRSC) grant for emer-
gency drainage projects that were 
a result of Tropical Storm Fay. 
The projects include the airport 
ditch, Taylor Creek, Otter Creek 
and an Otter Creek tributary. To-
tal estimated construction cost is 
$776,895. The projects are subject 
to a 25 percent match. The coun-

ty’s portion of matching funds 
would be $141,411.25 while the 
city’s match portion would be 
$52,812.50. 

The board also heard from the 
county’s lobbyist, Dale Milita who 
discussed the possibility of the 
county getting funds for specifi c 
projects. 

“If you don’t ask, it is an au-
tomatic no,” he said. Mr. Milita 
suggested commissioners come 
to Tallahassee and talk directly to 
the state lawmakers. He said that 
federal economic stimulus mon-
ey will probably go to projects 
where the preliminary work has 
been done and bids are ready to 

be advertised
“Keep in mind they are look-

ing at jobs,” he said as he sug-
gested the commissioners look 
at projects that would create the 
most jobs.

County administrator Lyndon 
Bonner said the county has sev-
eral projects that are ready to go. 

We’ll get you a wish list,” prom-
ised commissioner Clif  Betts.

“You go above and beyond,” 
commissioner Ray Domer said of 
Mr. Milita’s services.

In other action, the board:
• amended the budget to ap-

propriate prior year encumbranc-
es;

• waived the fee for the use of 
the Okeechobee County Agri-Civ-
ic Center for a high school rodeo 
in January 2009; 

• waived the fee for use of the 
Douglas Brown Community Cen-
ter for a Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day celebration;

• appointed Commissioner 
Ray Domer to serve on the Joint 
Land Use Study for Avon Park Air 
Force Range;

• granted a three-month ex-
tension to Habitat for Humanity to 
complete construction of a single 
family residence in Playland Park; 

• approved change order one 
in the amount of $46,284.90 to 

Close Construction, Inc. for ad-
ditional work performed  as part 
of Runway 5-23 rehabilitation at 
the Okeechobee County Airport 
which could possibly be reim-
bursed by the Federal Aviation 
Administration;

• appointed Edward W. Ball, 
Jr., Wendy S. Coker, Douglas 
L. McCoy, Michael Radebaugh, 
Gary Ritter, Marvin Roberts, Daryl 
Roehm, Jill M. Rogers, Lawrence 
W. Smith, II, Bryan Stokes, Osiel 
Torres, Dowling Watford, Jr., Ron 
Zobel, Darrell Donnelly and Al-
lison Murphy to the parks and 
recreation master plan advisory 

committee;
• approved technical changes 

to the county’s investment policy
which would ensure compliance
with state statute but would not
change the overall premise of the
policy;

• tabled, for further staff re-
search, approval of a county wide
radio system; and

• approved hours and dates 
for county employees for Christ-
mas and New Years Holidays.

Post your opinions in the Public
Issues Forum at www.newszap.com.
Reporter Pete Gawda can be reached 

at pgawda@newszap.com.

Southern Lifestyle ALF provides a friendly, family oriented, healthy, happy living
environment that serves to meet the needs of its residents. 

We employ a friendly caring staff that strives to fulfill the medical, physical, nour-
ishment, emotional and religious needs of its ALF family with a professional staff
experienced at providing assisted living care. 

AAssisting Living Facility 

Facility Amenities and Accommodations 
• Professional home cooked meals (3 meals a day) • Afternoon snacks  
• Planned social activities • Housekeeping and trash removal
• TV and phone service available  • Security 
• Gazebo for relaxing • Miniature golf, shuffle board, table darts, pool table. 
• Bingo, music, checkers 

• Much, much more all aimed at improving the quality of life

Phone (863) 465-0568 • 1297 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid • www.southernlifestylealf.com

Tour Our 
Facility & enjoy 

a complimentary
Lunch,

7 Days a Week!

Southern Lifestyle

License# AL11211

Okeechobee Cancer Center
Caring Professionals • State-of-the-Art-Treatment • Fighting Cancer

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Dr. Harter trained
at the University of
Wisconsin and
world renowned
M.D. Anderson
Cancer Center in
Houston.

David J.
Harter, M.D.

Dr. Krimsley
graduated from
Yale University
and trained at
New York
University
Medical Center.

Alan S.
Krimsley,

M.D.

Dr. Woody graduated
from the University of
Florida and trained at
University Hospital in
Seattle and at the
Medical University of
South Carolina in
Charleston.

Ronald H.
Woody, M.D.

At Okeechobee Cancer Center, you are treated with the care and respect you deserve

Do you have questions about your Cancer or Cancer Care? Do you want Cancer Information?
Okeechobee Cancer Center can help.

Give us a call at (863) 357-0039 to speak with a Cancer Doctor 24 hours a day / 7 days a week.
We are here when you need us.

Our compassionate staff and caring physicians use the latest advances in treatment

techniques and equipment, giving our patients the best chance to beat cancer.

Lawnwood Cancer Center

1231 N. Lawnwood Circle

Ft. Pierce, FL

(772) 464-8121

Mid-Florida Cancer Center

604 W. Midway Road

White City, FL

(772) 468-3222

Okeechobee Cancer Center

301 NE 19th Drive

Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-0039

Pt. St. Lucie Cancer Center

1780 SE Hillmoor Dr.

Port St. Lucie, FL

(772) 335-2115

Ask an Expert!  Visit us on the web at http://experts.tcpalm.com/  Click on St. Lucie County and Cancer Treatment

Our State-of-the-Art-Treatments include:

� CyberKnife™
�Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)
� Mammosite Breast Cancer Therapy 
� High Dose Rate Brachytherapy (HDR) 
� 3-D Ultrasound Image Guided Therapy
� CT/MRI Fusion Technology
� Image Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT)

• Cyberknife™ Robotic Radiation Surgery

We offer

� FREE SECOND OPINIONS

� Courtesy transportation

� Mileage reimbursement

� Free prostate cancer screenings

$1159

SENIOR 
DINNERS*2

$3.19 
Savings!

EA.

SERVED WITH: 
Choice of Potato, vegetable, 
soup or salad, roll or biscuit

PRIME RIB
DINNER

$999

BREAKFAST BUFFET
7 Days A Week!

$719

Our Famous
TOUCHDOWN

Breakfast
$489

Our
LUNCH BUFFET

( Mon - Fri: 11:30am - 1:30pm)
Includes: Cold Cuts, Tuna & Chicken 

Salads, Hot Dogs & Hamburgers w/all the
fixings. Add drink for $.99

$7 99

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
SHRIMP & FISH
(Friday & Saturday’s)

$999

KIDS
EAT FREE!

Tuesday: 4-9pm
One Child & Adult

Name Brands:
Cowgirl Tuff, Cowgirl UP

& More
Also: Jewelry, Belts, 
Purses & Sunglasses

Monday - Friday:  9am - 6pm

Saturday: 10am - 4pm

Holiday

SALE 

10% to 30% off

NOW thru 

Tues. Dec. 23
rd

22854 SW 32854 SW 3 rdrd TerraceTerrace (Next to (Next to Alibi’Alibi’s)s)

OkeechobeeOkeechobee
(863) 763-1707(863) 763-1707

Barrage: High Strung 

Thursday, January 8, 2009
7:30 pm

Tickets: $25 Adults * $21 Seniors
$10 Students & Children
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Second Place
Sandy Bennington was the winner of the Second Place ribbon for her “Grandmother’s 
Violet” quilt.  Each fl ower in this quilt has 58 separate pieces.

County
Continued From Page 1

December brings holiday hunting traditions

Tallahassee — When consum-
ers are holiday shopping this year, 
chances are excellent that they 
will be charged the correct price.

That’s the conclusion reached 
by Florida Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services Commissioner 
Charles H. Bronson following 
a pre-holiday scanner survey in 
which 63 stores in 28 Florida cit-
ies were inspected for scanner 
accuracy.

In all, only 43 errors were 
detected at the checkout lines 
among 3,302 items tested -- an 
error rate of just over 1 percent. 
Moreover, nearly half of the errors 
were in the favor of customers.

“Our retailers do a good job 
keeping up with prices, includ-
ing sale prices which frequently 
change, and inputting accurate 
information into their scanners to 
refl ect the actual price of the mer-

chandise that they’re selling,” Mr. 

Bronson said.

Only three of the 63 retailers 

visited by Commissioner Bron-

son’s inspectors last week failed 

their inspection, which means 

that they had an error rate of 2 

percent or more. Call Consum-

er Services at 1-800-HELPFLA 

(1-800-435-7352) if you think 

you’ve been overcharged..

Scanner survey fi nds nearly 99 % accuracy



Plants are considered native 
to Florida if they were here at 
the time of European contact in 
the early sixteenth century, or in 
the early 1500s. Florida has over 
2,400 native species of plants, 
with some found only in Florida. 
They have survived through the 
ages because they are adapted 
to Florida soils, temperature, and 
rainfall patterns. Each plant is 
associated with specifi c natural 
plant communities or ecosystems 
that occur throughout Florida 
such as the coastal strand, sand 
scrub, sandhills, hammocks, fl at-
woods and swamps. 

Although the Association of 
Florida Native Nurseries estimates 
that only about 25 percent of our 

native fl ora is in commercial pro-
duction, interest in native land-
scaping continues to increase as 
evidenced by the recent infl ux of 
native plant literature and books. 
Still, data indicate that native plant 
sales in Florida have remained 
essentially constant over recent 
years with estimated total sales of 
$100.9 million in 2000. 

Recently, a new course enti-
tled “Native Florida Landscaping” 
was developed and added to the 
University of Florida curriculum 
to teach students how to incor-
porate natives into existing land-
scapes. 

With the “Right Plant, Right 
Place” concept in mind, natives 
can offer unique attributes that 

fulfi ll color, line, form, texture, 

and scale requirements of a va-

riety of landscapes. Within the 

course, proven native performers 

of the Florida Treasure Coast are 

discussed with relation to func-

tion, form and landscape use. 

Associate Professor Dr. Sandra 

Wilson is offering the course for 

spring semester 2009 at the UF 

Indian River Research and Educa-

tion Center just west of Fort Pierce. 

The course will begin Jan. 8, and 

will be held Thursday evenings, 

from 4 until 7 p.m., through April. 

To enroll in “Native Florida Land-

scaping” contact Coordinator of 

Student Support Services Jackie 

White at (772) 468-3922, Ext. 148, 

or by e-mail: jkwhite@ufl .edu. 

For course specifi c information, 

contact Dr. Wilson at (772) 468-

3922, Ext. 107, or sbwilson@ufl .

edu or view the course website 

at: http://irrecenvhort.ifas.ufl .edu/

FNL/index.htm.

Native Fla. Landscaping 
course starts January

By Angela Sachson
Florida Yards & Neighborhoods

You may be experiencing 
sticker shock in the produce de-
partment these days. It costs a lot 
to bring vegetables all the way 
from Colorado (the origin of my 
bag of carrots) and Peru (the 
onions). If you have a couple of 
tomato plants and think that’s all 
you have room for think again. It 
is possible to ramp up your veg-
gie production without taking 
over the entire yard. This article 
is about container gardening, but 
using containers in a major way. 
Containers are great for control-
ling nematodes and weeds and 
providing a controlled environ-
ment for your produce---and 
many containers in a small space 
will give you lots more great ed-
ibles. 

Just follow the example of 
Mr. M. T. Alden, a local gardener 
who grows 36 full-size plants in 
a vertical wall just ten feet long, 
three feet wide and about six 
feet tall. Mr. Alden is a container-
gardening guru and a frequent 
visitor to the Okeechobee Garden 
Club. With thousands of plants in 
hundreds of pots, just one of his 
ten foot segments should grow 
enough for a family. This wall of 
vegetables is an attractive way to 
mask unwanted views as well.

Hanging Around
Here is his method. M.T. plac-

es three 8-foot landscape timbers 

in a row fi ve feet apart. He buries 
the posts 18 inches in the ground 
after putting a notch in the top. 
The notch holds one-inch pipe 
at the top of the structure. This is 
the pipe that holds the 18 ten-inch 
pots in each section. That’s saying 
18 pots are hanging, but since he 
puts six pots on the ground, that 
would make 24 pots per 8 feet 
row.

Pots are suspended, one un-
der the one above, for three lay-
ers. The pots are fi lled with a 
lightweight artifi cial mixture of 
manure, perlite and vermiculite. 
Our garden guru uses composted 
horse manure obtained from a 
friend but you can also purchase 
composted manure at most gar-
den centers. The other two ingre-

dients for this mix are easy to fi nd 
too.

Mr. Alden grows just about 
all popular garden crops in his 
intensive container gardens. The 
ten-inch pots can accommodate 
one large tomato plant. The to-
matoes are not staked and they 
have plenty of room to produce. 
One pepper plant can produce 
lots of fruit also. Other alterna-
tives in a container are three 
strawberry plants, three of beans 
and peas, several large onions or 
many, many scallions that can fi t 
in these pots. At the lower levels, 
three sweet corn stalks can grow 
upright from one pot or several 
potatoes can be harvested in this 
small size container. 

Add up costs 
and benefi ts

In addition to saving space, this 
gardening method gets fungus-
susceptible plants up where air 
circulation is available – reducing 
the need for fungicides. Note that 
this is also a good way to grow 
cukes and melons too, although 
you may need to support heavy 
melons. Mr. Alden places them 
near a fence to provide horizontal 
supports for the vines.

There is an initial start-up cost 
for this method—timbers, pipe, 
pots and potting mix, but the cost 
is pretty low. There are wholesale 
suppliers for pots and timbers are 
not expensive. It may be possible 
to ask friends and neighbors or 
see if growers may have lightly 
used materials that they can give 
you. Mr. Alden uses a drip irriga-
tion system but a watering can 
would suffi ce for a small garden. 

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about this garden-
ing method, 
please contact 
the Extension 
offi ce. We are 
thinking about 
a series of ver-
tical gardening 
w o r k s h o p s 
if there are some takers. There 
is still time this season to grow 
some cool-season crops and 
warm-season crops like tomatoes 
can be planted up to March. That 
will help fi ll up your table and 
leave you plenty of produce for 
that Blue ribbon exhibit for the 
Okeechobee County Fair!

Holiday Plant 
Columns

If you would like to read up on 
holiday plants, please check our 

home page on the internet: http://
okeechobee.ifas.ufl .edu. It now

has an index 
to some of 
the holiday 
plant articles 
I’ve writ-
ten over the 
years. If you 
don’t have 

a computer, stop by or call and
we can print and send or fax you
these holiday treats!

If you need additional infor-
mation on container gardening,
please email us at okeechobee@
ifas.ufl .edu or call us at 863-763-
6469. In Highlands County call
863-402-6540 and in Glades Coun-
ty call 863-946-0244. Okeechobee
residents can stop by our offi ce at
458 Hwy 98 North in Okeechobee,
and visit our Okeechobee County
Master Gardeners from 1 to 3 PM
on Tuesday afternoons. Merry
Christmas, and GO GATORS!

Make room for vertical vegetable gardening

40% Off 
Program Fees

DREAMCADREAMCATCHER REALTCHER REALTT YY
Maureen Kleiman, Lic. Real Estate Broker • 863-357-5900

Back on market -  3/2/2 brick home
SW 5th Ave.  Great curb appeal, great
location, close to everything. Recently
reduced $247,500 OBO

Desirable River Lake Estates SW

area home- 3/2/2 recently  updated.
New carpet, new DW.  Close to town
and schools.  Very nice home waiting
for you! $175,000

Hours: Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5:30pm Saturday 9:30am - 4:30pm

UNSTOPPABLE.
PAULA CREAMER IS 
So is her Citizen Eco-Drive.
Fueled by light,
it never needs a battery.
IT’S UNSTOPPABLE.
Just like the people who wear it. 

ECO-DRIVE 
Silhouette Bangle 

20 Diamonds,
Cabochon Crown

$395;  collection priced  from $395

PAULA CREAMER,

champion professional golfer

jÉÄyztÇz ]xãxÄxÜá
Layaway Available

Family Owned & Operated Since 1996
1416 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee 
(863) 357-3795

Se Habla Espanõl
titleandlegalservices@yahoo.com

863-824-6776
1138 South Parrott Avenue

Member of Attorneys’ Title Insurance Fund, Inc.

Real Estate Closings • Title Insurance • For Sale By Owner Transactions
Divorces • Quiet Title Proceedings • Evictions • Quit Claim Deed

Corporations • Wills • Immigration 

If You Can’t Come to Us, We’ll Come to You!

Provide us with

your prior policy

and receive a 

reissue credit!

1804 S. Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

(863) 357-4622

R E A L  E S T A T E

Okeechobee Livestock Market
U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee             (863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday
at 12 p.m.

Tuesday
at 11 a.m.
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December 15 and 16, 2008

Cows 
Breaking $43.00 $49.50
Cutter $41.00 $47.00
Canner $35.00 $38.00

Bulls
1000-1500 $ $ 

1500-2000 $54.00 $56.50

 Monday Tuesday
Calves 523 1008
Cows 78 142
Str 17 7
Hfrs 0 6
Bulls 9 20
Yrlngs 87 38
Mix 0 22
Total 714 1243

Med #1 Steers Hfrs
150-200 147.5-185 130-140
200-250 120-155 
250-300 110-120 
300-350 104-118 81-89
350-400 92-100 81-85
400-450 84-90 71-79
450-500 78-85 70-78
550-600 75-83 68-74
600-650 73-74 

Med #2  Steers Hfrs
150-200  
200-250 80-105 72.5-105
250-300 85-105 81-86
300-350 75-105 60-82
350-400 65-93 61-80
400-450 69-85 60-74

Small #1 Steers Hfrs
150-200  
250-300  82.5-88
300-350 83-108 70-87
350-400 69-80 65-75
450-500 71-80 71-74
550-600 

Prices didn’t change much this 
week — so we ended the year 
steady. Steady’s not bad when 
you look around and see all the 
economic problems. People that 
ask me if I think prices will pick 
up any after the fi rst of the year, I 
tell them I don’t think so. Plan to 
see these lower prices for quite a 
while. We still have much to be 
grateful for and we wish you and 
yours a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!
Slaughter cow and bull sale on 
Tuesday, Dec. 30. First sale of the 
‘09 will be Jan. 5, 2009.
Ricardo Esquirel, topped the calf 
market with a high of $1.85.
Gary Raulerson of Felda, had the 
high cow with 49.50.

See ya next week,
Todd

Okeechobee
Livestock
Market Report

Submitted photo

Grand Champion
Taylor Pearce of the Chobee Roundup 4-H Club won the 
Grand Champion Steer honor at the Third Annual Char-
lotte County Prospect Show in Arcadia on Oct. 4. The 11 
year old 4-Her exhibited her 740 pound Maine Anjou steer 
“Pepe” to top honors among other steers from around the 
state of Florida. The animals were exhibited as prospects 
of young 4-Hers who will show them at various jackpots 
shows throughout the state and ultimately show them at 
their county fair. Taylor’s steer will be shown and sold 
at the South Florida Fair on Jan. 24, 2009, in West Palm 
Beach. She received a $250 check and a championship 
belt buckle to wear.

Submitted photo
Hanging plants are one way to fi t a vegetable garden into a 
small space.

UNIVERSITY OF

FLORIDA
IFAS EXTENSION

We are not alone.

There’s a wonderful world around us. Full of 
fascinating places. Interesting people. Amazing 

cultures. Important challenges. But sadly, our 
kids are not getting the chance to learn about 

their world. When surveys show that half of 
America’s youth cannot locate India or Iraq on 
a map, then we have to wonder what they do 
know about their world. That’s why we created 

MyWonderfulWorld.org. It’s part of a free National 
Geographic-led campaign to give your kids the 

power of global knowledge. Go there today and 
help them succeed tomorrow. Start with our free 
parent and teacher action kits. And let your kids 

begin the adventure of a lifetime.  

It’s a wonderful world. Explore!



The following letters to Santa 
were written by second grad-
ers from Central Elementary 
School. They are reprinted just 
as the children wrote them. For 
more letters, see the Wednesday 
Okeechobee News.

Dear Santa,
Can you by me a computer for 

Christmas? Also earrings and how 
can you fl y in the sky with rein-
deers? Is that hard to fl y with rein-
deer? and my sister what a DS and 
I want a laptop. and my mom what 
now shoes and my brther what a 
xbox360.

Love,
Alani
Dear Santa,
I was good at school today but 

can you buy me a Ipod, xbox360, 
PSP, a dirt bike, a Wii, fourwiler, 
a phone to. Please and I will give 
you your favrite cookie and milk. I 
hope your reindeer are fi ne so you 
can diliver presints to nice kids. In 
school and listen to their mom and 
dads to but I hope you have a good 
ride here and your reindeer. But I 
want 1 more thing. I want a Itouch 
and thank you.

Love,
Chase
Dear Santa,
How much reindeers do you 

have? Can I have a nintendo DS and 
a Ipod for my sister.

Love,
Antonio
Dear Santa,
I want a playstations 3, Wii, and 

a xbox360 plus a game cube with 
a lot of games. Also $100 dollers or 
$100,000.

Love,
Zamir
Dear Santa,
I want a Ipod for Christmas and 

a new phone and I want a puppy. 
And a new room and one more 
thing. I want my mom and dad to 
have the best Christmas ever. Oh 
and what kind of cookies wood you 
like. Oh and I wnat a computer and 
a hannah montana doll. 

Love,
Madisyn
Dear Santa,
Can you get me a fourwheeler 

for Christmas. I rilly want four-
wheeler. Can you please get me 
one. Cam you get me a new bike a 
fast one ples. I love you santa. Can 
you get me a dirt bike.

Love,
Martin
Dear Santa,
Can you buy me a hannah mon-

tana doll. can you buy me a hannah 
montana nightgown. Can you buy 
me a bratz doll. What kind of cook-
ies do you like? Can you buy me a 
bear? Can you come to my class-
room so I can see you? Can you buy 
me a Ipod? Can you buy me a fi ts?

Love,
Keondra
Dear Santa,
How do the reindeer fl y? I want 

pichu stuffed animal. I want a Wii 
fi t for Christmas. Ipod, and card 
even board games and a guitar, 

playstation 3 and rockband 2 and a 
kite, bird feeder and a skirt, a mop, 
clotes for emma and earrings, cal-
endar.

Love,
Hannah
Dear Santa,
How much reindeer do you 

have? What kind of cookies do 
you like? I want a computer and 
my brother wants one to. Any my 
mommy wants a car. And can you 
give a bratz doll to my sister and a 
soccer ball.

Love,
Anali
Dear Santa,
Powr Ragrs and ironman and 

iron motr SPD Powragr and a hot-
wells. 100 hot talls 100 a gavdeg 
and 100mutr tull a 100 I ben 10 gae-
mdoy a xbox a playstation 3 a play-
station 2 and a teplen a hemit.

John
Dear Santa,
I will want Spy gear Santa. Santa 

you are strong you are good. I want 
a mp3 play a blue one or any color 
and a laptop. Can I have a football? 
I want $100. You are wise Santa!

Love
Alec
Dear Santa,
I hope you have a good very good 

Christmas. I want a toy Richoyewda 
pichoy. and a gameboy and axbox 
also a labtop and phone a sky blue 
phone and a dark one too. A nin-
tendo DS a pet. Can you give me all 
of that stuffs? A very very very very 
good Christmas to all.

Love,
Nicholas
Dear Santa,
I want a playstashion2 and a 

xbox360 and I want a madasika-
land a dirt bike and a wii and a 
gamebody and $100 dollars and a 
ds and I want a Ipod wheta labtop 
and a varemachmane.

Love,
Malek
Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? Have 

any of the reindeer gave you prob-
lems at all and how are you? What 
kind of cookies do you like?

Love,
Gatlin
Dear Santa,
I have been very very good. Can  

you please get me a real bulldog 
puppy. Your the best. You mean 
much to me. Your elfs work very 
hard for the stuff we ask for.

Love,
Ashley
Dear Santa,
I have ben a good girl this year. 

I would like to have a dress. taler 
swift CD. A prinses doll and a swim 
to me puppy. And last is for my 
brother Dylan and he would like a 
thing to build.

Love,
Jenna
Dear Santa,
I wut you to plees braing my 

brother a tratr and mee plastashin2 
and a new baby brother. 

Love,
Roderick
Dear Santa,

I am good in class. Your the 
best Santa in the world. I wnat for 
Christmas a fl ying dear for me and 
my sister.

Love,
Sara
Dear Santa,
I ben good a litl bit good. I want 

a puppy please for Crismis.
Love,
Scott
Dear Santa,
I wnat a mokecontrol Humer for 

Christmas. I been good this year. I 
also want a dirtbike for Christmas 
this year. I will make you some 
cookies to have on the way home 
if you are hungry or you can save 
them for your wife.

Love,
Dylan
Dear Santa,
All I want for Christmas is for 

you to come to everyones house. 
That is what I want.

Love,
Devon
Dear Santa,
I have been smart this year. And 

good so you can give me a present. 
I want midnight club las vagis FeFa 
2009 Smackdown Vr Raw 2009 My 
brother wants Fefa 09.

Love,
Jonathan
Dear Santa,
I want a DS. I will like Hannah 

Montana mack up. I will like didi. I 
like a Wii. I will like a beindroos. I 
will like a pony that has a cart. I will 
like a bike. I love you Santa.

Love,
Brianna
Dear Santa,
Please I want a laptop. I want 

a kitten. I want you to bring my 
brother a star wars. I want a new 
Hannah Monta electric dirt bike. I 
want a tex mesege thing.

Love,
Sara
Dear Santa,
I want three wrestling me and a 

dretbike. I wood get Santa a pres-
ent for all of his hard work! I want 
a remote control car. I wood give a 
presint to my big brother and a new 
bike. I wood give my dad some 
close.

Love,
Lataveous
Dear Santa,
Santa, I want a new dolly and 

Idog my sister want a new pony 
and a sindrela fone and my broth-
ers wants an ipod.

Love,
Dariela

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good very good and I 

would like to have Wii and a giant 
space ship that is a star wars and a 
knew bike and a big hummer that 
comes with a remote conterol and 
bendroose and a real kitten and a 
helecopter that comes with a con-
teral and a stereo and a Wii pack-
age and a have to the Wii Roarn 
Rabbets. An under ground pool.

Love, 
Brenden
Dear Santa,
I been very good. Can you get 

me a english bulldog and a skate 
board and a army dog and a wild 
monkey and a rase car.

Love,
Dakota
Dear Santa,
I wood like a DS. And I wood 

like a Hana Montana doll. And I 
wood like a didi. I wood like ben-
deroos. I like a kitten and a horse. I 
wood like a bike. I wood like a Wii. 
I want Mrs. Greseth as my mom 
and a pool.

Love,
Alexandria
Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year 

and one thing I really whant for 
Christmas is a new overhead for 
my very, very pretty teacher Mrs. 
Greseth and I made cookies for 
you.

Love,
Josh

Mrs. Albers
Dear Santa,
Hi, I would like a toy car 50 feet 

high. I want a cell phone. I want a 
PSP. Whant a really cool teacher 
next year and a game cube. 

Love,
Ryan
Dear Santa,
I want a x box and a dirt bike. 

The color is black and blue. And 
a ipod. And a four wheeler. And a 
humer. And some guys and a little 
t-rex.

Love,
Armando
Dear Santa,
I want from you a Nintendo DS, 

a game boy one black one white. I 
want lots of clothes like long sleeve 
shirts and long and confy pants to 
where. Please I want very very soft 
and confy PJs. I want everything in 
the world.

Love,
Jayda
Dear Santa,
I want a idog, a ipod, a psp, Ds, 

a bike to and Hannah montana and 
I want it to snow.

Love,
Icelia
Dear Santa,
I want a ipod and DS and baby 

doll and a toy dog and a doll and a 
scoder and a bike and a game and a 
PSP and a Hannah Montana game.

Love,
Jasmine
Dear Santa,
I would like a PSP and a game 

for my gameboy. And I whant a 
iPod and a dog that has a code. 
And I want a forwiller, jewelry and 
a good life and good grades. A dog 
that you wash with a tub and a dog 
that has a keychain and make up.

Love,
Paislea
Dear Santa,
I want make up for Christmas 

and a Ipod for Crismas and I want 
you to tell your elf thanks for the 
make up and Ipod Happy Crismas 
Santa.

Love,
Mariah
Dear Santa,
I wont speed racer the video 

game and speed racer sky jump for 
Christmas and a laptop.

Love,
Chris
Dear Santa,
I want a yoyo and I wnat a PSP. I 

want a MP3 player. I want a whoppi-
cushin. I want a ball. I want a Ipod. 
I want a gift card. I want a dog. I 
want a fi sh. I want a computer.

Love,
Andy
Dear Santa,
I want a PSP and I want my DS.
Love,
Michael

Dear Santa,
I want a Ipod for Christmas. I 

wnat to talk to the reindeer and pet 
and a Ds and a game boy. I want a 
gift card and a female dog.

Love,
Cheyenne 

Mrs. Entry
Dear Santa,
I have a few questions to ask you 

Santa. In your sled, do you have a 
hot cocoa machine. How small are 
the elves. How far away do you live 
from the North Pole. Do you live in 
a mansion. Does Mrs. Claus cook 
for the elves.

Love,
Gage
Dear Santa,
I want a DS and  DS game called 

Diamond Pearl and two dakes of 
Pokemon cards. I want a PSP and 
a bicycle. I want a Wii and a fake 
WWE Champion and a computer 
and Miami Hurricane hat. 

Love,
Jose
Dear Santa,
How are your elves doing. I like 

your elves and how is your brother 
doing? Don’t let your elves hurt your 
machine. I want a DS and a Wii and 
the game super smash brothers and 
Pokemon cards.

Love,
Sterling

Dear Santa,
I would like a DS wiht the game 

Sim City Creaor for my DS and a
skate bored and I want it to be black
with skulls on it and Dogz2 for my
DS please and a Razor Scooter.

Love,
Jordyn
Dear Santa,
I wish I mete one of your elves 

and How are your reindeers. One
day I want to go to the north pole.
And you are machineing evrey day.
I wander how will it be if I was live
with snow and you.

Love,
Yasmin
Dear Santa, 
So, how are you? How are your 

reindeers? Are they been good? Are
the elves doing good work? Is Mrs.
Claus doing good? What is your fa-
vorite elf and reindeer. My favorite
reindeer is Comit. When is your
birthday and when was you born.

Love,
Charlie
Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer and your 

elves and how is Mrs. Claus and
how are your hard workers that
makes toys and How is your sled
Santa. Is it a old sled. How is your
workers that makes the toys and
other toys that are girl toys.

Love, 
Colby

Children write letters to Santa

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

FULL SERVICE REALTOR Patricia Louise Goolsby, 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
634-5588

patgoolsby@embarqmail.com
Vicki Anderson • 863-634-4106
Eric Anderson • 863-634-4107

WATERFRONT BEAUTIFUL FULLY

UPGRADED DWMH. Pela Windows with

double panes throughout. Oak floors, upgraded

kitchen cabinets. One car garage, boat dock. Too

many features to include. MUST SEE THIS

BEAUTY. MLS #201548, $149,900. Call

Vicki at 863-634-4106

RIVER AND LAKE ACCESS Very nice

well-kept DWMH on a canal that goes direct-

ly to the Kissimmee River. Well-established

park. Close to town but not too close. Country

living at its best. MLS #200067, $125,000.

Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

5 + ACRES - BRINGYOUR HORSES Frame

2/2 house, 2nd kitchen w/separate entrance.

Updated elec service, pole. New pump. Shed in

backyard. Truly country living, spacious area

with wild life. Fully furnished. MLS#93200,

$199,000. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

2/2 SPLIT PLAN. Front CBS structure with

mobile home totally under roof. Screened in cov-

ered back porch, single car garage, storage build-

ing 10 x 20. Large lot on small water way with

covered dock. Don't let this one get away. MLS

201072, $92,900. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

ADORABLE ONE ROOM WINTER OR

WEEKEND RETREAT. large corner lot

with a beautiful view of the water and many

trees. It has a nice carport. MLS #200971,

$85,000. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

NICE COUNTRY LIVING Bring your horses

and have fun. Property has large extra lot. Main

yard is fenced in. Beautiful grandfather oaks and

many other trees. Plenty of storage space. YOU

DON'T WANT TO MISS OUT ON THIS

ONE. PRICED TO SELL!!!!! MLS #200723,

$175,000. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

REDUCED

WWINTER HAVEN RV

Come See Why 
We Are the # 1 

Park Model Dealer 
in Florida“When Quality Matters”

Featuring 

WWWW.WINTERHAVENRV.NET • WHRV_PM@YAHOO.COMM

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU !
24691 Hwy 27 North, Lake Wales, FL 33859

5335  Hwy 441 Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-439-7576 • 863-763-0020

“We are your oldest hometown insurance agency.”

Berger Insurance Services, Inc.
800 South Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee • www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

CONTRACTORS INSURANCE
General Liability, Commercial Auto,

Equipment, Worker's Compensation

Call us or stop by for a quote.

The Law Office Of Gerald Lefebvre
Personal Injury Trial Attorney

1910 S. Parrott Avenue • www.accidentattorneyoffice.com
Hablamos Español • 863-763-3333

State and Nationally Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator

• Voted a “Super Lawyer” by his peers in 2007,
according to the Florida Super Lawyers Magazine
• Awarded an “AV” Peer Review Rating by Martindale-
Hubbell (highest rating)

Hazellief & Prevatt Realty Co.
David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144 

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

(863)
763-2104

Se 
Habla Espanol

1200 South Parrott Ave.
www.century21okeechobee.com • Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

•CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES•

4001-M Buckhead Ridge
lake access Mobile home with

attached screened room. Nice and
$98,000 MLS# 201911

•Foreclosure 10+-/ acres $65,900 MLS#
201219 
•Big "O" RV Park lots from $25,000-
$65,0000
•5+/- acres  @ NE 24th St. MLS# 201364 
•5+/-acres Sunset Strip Airpark @ SW 13th

St. MLS# 201396 
•Basswood lots from $25,000-$33,000
•7 Acres HWY 68 $110,000 
•Dark Hammock 2 10+/-acre parcels with
MH or without your choice

5033-H Dark Hammock 2-
story on 78+/- acres...over 4000 sq ft.

large brick fireplace, barn/stable w/tack
& feed room...RV hook up..ponds,walk up
attic, covered patio and porch,equestrian

wash area.  MLS# 200344

3003-M:Doublewide with
large addition.Open concept,

dock, covered boat lift, fish cleaning
station, large shed, carport, concrete

drive, & alarm system. MLS# 200619

5037-H 3/2 CBS home w/
attached garage located in Basswood.

Well taken care split bedroom plan, new
water system,and pave driveway, appli-

ances included. MLS# 201827

5043-M 4-Seasons MH on 1
fenced acre.  3/2 with fireplace,

large screened rear porch, circle drive-
way, large garage/workshop and

upstairs storage. MLS# 201860

NEW LISTING!

TREASURE ISLAND

NEW  LISTING!

1012-M: Herritage
Village fully furnished single

wide mobile home with attached
carport. $89,900 MLS# 201398

ACREAGE / LOTS
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Submitted photo/Central Elementary

Santa’s Stuck!
The fourth grade classes at Central Elementary presented a music play entitled “Santa’s 
Stuck in the 50s.” The elves found boxes of toys that were left over from the 1950s. They 
found slinky toys, play-dough, silly putty, hula hoops, Cat in the Hat books and other toys 
that were invented in the fi fties. The attached photo shows Candace McGlamory as Roxie 
Brockman interviewing Santa (Justin Vinson). A special thank you to the parents that do-
nated toys and games to be used as props in the play. All of the new toys that were used 
in the play will be donated to the local “Toys for Tots” toy drive.



CDL DRIVERS 
NEEDED

Private School - One on One
Tractor Trailer Training @ IRCC. 
No exp. req’d. Job Placement.

 Earn $35,000 - $50,000 +
 benefi ts. 866-832-7243
www.sageschools.com

Nature’s Pantry
417 W S Park St • (863) 467-1243

Health Foods
Vitamins, Minerals

Professional Class A
office space

Great Location 441 S. 

300-1200 sq ft. 

Call for details 561-436-2020

PRIVATE WATERFRONT RENTALS
From $700 Month

* Key West 1/1 Furnished Cottage - Dade County Pine Hardwood  
Floors - adorable wrap around porch on TCI

* Cute 2/1 fully furnished, screen porch overlooks huge Cypress   
trees - Private & quiet - right on Taylor Creek

* Gorgeous setting on Taylor Creek, 2bd/2ba, fully furnished, washer  
dryer. Huge fenced in backyard-Concrete boat ramp.

* Beautiful sunsets with this 2/1 on wide rim canal, tile floors - 
washer/dryer, huge storage shed, big fenced yard. Tropical setting.

(863) 467-8683 • (772) 215-1680

ST. LUCIE BATTERY & TIRE

198 US Hwy 98N • Okeechobee • (863) 357-2431 • www.slbt.com

We are now able to do all phases

of mechanical work.  Full time

mechanic on duty.  Stop by and

give us a try!!!!

~ADON~
Assistant Director of Nurses. 2 
years LTC supervisory experi-
ence. We are a 120 bed Non-
Profi t SNF, & offer excellent 
salary and recruitment bonus. 
Benefi ts include health and 
dental insurance, PTO, salary 
bonuses and more. apply, in 
confi dence to:

 Rick Castillo CHRO
 Glades Health Care Center

 230 South Barfi eld Hwy
 Pahokee, Fla 33476

 (352) 376-8821 ext 208
 rcastillo@fl oricare.net

*A GREAT PLACE TO WORK*

Announcements
100100

Auctions 105
Car Pool 110
Share a ride 115
Card of Thanks 120
In Memoriam 125
Found 130
Lost 135
Give Away 140
Garage/Yard Sale 145
Personals 150
Special Notices 155
900 Numbers 160

Important Information: Please
read your ad carefully the first
day it appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please noti-
fy us prior to the deadline list-
ed. We will not be responsible
for more than 1 incorrect
insertion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered val-
ueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes responsi-
bility for all statements, names
and content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for any
claims against Independent
Newspapers.  All advertising
is subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all copy, and to
insert above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to credit
approval. All ads must conform
to Independent Newspapers’
style and are restricted to
their proper classifications.
Some classified categories
require advance payment.
These classifications are
denoted with an asterisk *.
Independent Newspapers will
never knowingly accept any
advertisement that is illegal or
considered fraudulent. In all
cases of questionable value,
such as promises of guaran-
teed income from work-at-
home programs or other offers
to send money in advance for
a product or service – we
advise you to check with the
Attorney General’s Consumer
Fraud Line at 1-800-220-5424,
and/or The Better Business
Bureau, 800-464-6331 for pre-
vious complaints.

Found 0130

BLACK LAB & WHITE & 
BROWN BEAGLE - Found in 
vic. of Taylor Creek Isles... 
Call to ID. (863)634-2793

DIGITAL CAMERA - found in 
the vicinity of HWY 70 East. 
Call to identify 
(863)801-9441

FOUND: MIX DOG - Stub tail, 
in Taylor Creek area. Call 
863-801-4315

Services 0152

LICENSED COSMETOLO-
GIST OR BARBER- With 
own following needed in 
new shop in Okeechobee 
for more info call Cheri @ 
467-0418 or  610-0191

The most important 
20 minutes of your day

is the time spent reading
with your child from

birth to age nine.

Employment
200200
Employment - 
Full-Time 205
Employment -
Medical 210
Employment -
Part-Time 215
Employment
Wanted 220
Job Information 225
Job Training 227
Sales 230

Employment
Full Time 0205

Sales Person Wanted 
with the following 

qualifications: 
 • Experience in retail auto sales  
 • Good people skills  
 • Sound work ethic 

Benefits of our company:
 • Reasonable work schedule 

 • Health Benefits 

 • 401K • Liberal pay plan 
If you have an interest in 

joining our team, please call 
Steve Alaimo, 

General Sales Manager 
at 863-763-3154.  

Or apply in person at 
Gilbert Chevrolet, 3550 Hwy 441 
South, Okeechobee, FL 34974. 

Seniors of
 Okeechobee County 

Need Money?
 A Job? Training? 

If you are 55 or older, 
unemployed with limited 

or no income, we may have 
training and employment 

opportunities. Call
 Experience Works today! 

Contact Elizabeth O’Neill 
at 863-385-3672 x 236. 

Funded by State of Florida 
Department of Elder Affairs.

Employment
Medical 0210

DIETICIAN
Plan, dev, organize, imple-

ment, evaluate & co-direct 
dietary depart of nursing 
care facility, including patient 
assessments.  Master’s de-
gree in nutrition & 2 years 
exp req.  Salary commensu-
rate w/exp. Resumes: Sandy 
Perry, Okeechobee Health-
care Facility, 1646 Highway 
441 North, Okeechobee, FL  
34972.

Financial
300300
Business
Opportunities 305
Money Lenders 310
Tax Preparation 315

Business
Opportunities 0305

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers will 

never accept any advertise-
ment that is illegal or con-
sidered fraudulent. In all 
cases of questionable val-
ue, such as promises of 
guaranteed income from 
work-at-home programs - if 
it sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it is. 
If you have questions or 
doubts about any ad on 
these pages, we advise that 
before responding or send-
ing money ahead of time, 
you check with the Better 
Business Bureau at 
772-878-2010 for previous 
complaints.

Some 800 and 900 telephone 
numbers may require an 
extra charge, as well as 
long distance toll costs. We 
will do our best to alert our 
reader of these charges in 
the ads, but occasionally 
we may not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if you 
call a number out of your 
area, use caution.

Services
400400

Babysitting 405
Child Care Needed410
Child Care Offered415
Instruction 420
Services Offered425
Insurance 430
Medical Services435

Handyman Services

DEE’S MINOR REPAIR
& Pressure Washing
Cool Sealing, Painting,

Carpentry & Much More!
No Job Too Big or Small. 

(863)467-2917
or (863)261-6425

License # 5698 & #1126

? NEED HELP ?
CALL GEORGE CARTER
Painting, Repairs, Carpen-

try, Power Washing
FREE CONSULTATION

(863)763-4775

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 

& Bob Cat work.
Call 863-467-4734

Merchandise
500500
Air Conditioners 505
Antiques 510
Appliances 515
Appliance Parts 520
Beauty Supplies 525
Bicycles 530
Books & Magazines535
Building Materials540
Business Equipment 545
Carpets/Rugs 550
Children’s Items 555
China, Glassware, Etc. 560
Clothing 565
Coins/Stamps 570
Collectibles 575
Computer/Video 580
Crafts/Supplies 585
Cruises 590
Drapes, Linens & Fabrics 595
Fireplace Fixture 600
Firewood 605
Furniture 610
Furs 615
Health & Reducing 
Equipment 620
Heating Equipment/
Supplies 625
Household Items 630
Jewelry 635
Lamps/Lights 640
Luggage 645
Medical Items 650
Miscellaneous 655
Musical Instruments 660
Office Supplies/
Equipment 665
Pets/Supplies/
Services 670
Photography 675
Plumbing Supplies 680
Pools & Supplies 685
Restaurant 
Equipment 690
Satellite 695
Sewing Machines 700
Sporting Goods 705
Stereo Equipment 710
Television/Radio 715
Tickets 720
Tools 725
Toys & Games 730
VCRs 735
Wanted to Buy 740

Antiques 0510

LARGE ANTIQUE Coffee Table 
$250. One small antique end 
table $50. (863)763-5501

Appliances 0515

LARGE KENMORE refrigerator- 
Black side by side, Indoor 
ice/water dispenser. $275. 
(863)697-6570

Health Care

Office Space
Rent 0937

Building 
Materials 0540

STEEL BUILDINGS
All Sizes Discounted
Can Construct
Local Dealer Consultant
Save-Save*Deals of Deals
w w w . s c g - g r p . c o m 

Source#15M
Phone:561-719-7602

Children’s Items 0555

STORKCRAFT ASPEN BABY 
CRIB -

3 in 1 crib with drawer & mat-
tress $100 (863)763-7983

Collectibles 0575

THREE MCDONALDS Train 
Sets, Still in boxes. asking 
$150. Also 20 Piece Teapot 
collection $250 
(863)763-5501

Furniture 0610

NEW FURNITURE
FOR LESS !!

DRIVE A LITTLE 
SAVE ALOT

Lamps $17, 100 Barstools 
$39 up, 50 Desks $97 up, 
3Pc Dropleaf Dinette $197, 
50 Table and 4 Chairs $397 
up, 200 Recliners $297 up, 

50 2pc Sofa & Loveseat 
sets $687 up, 50 TV Ent. 
Centers $167 up, 2 Pc 

Queen Bed set $297 up, 50 
4Pc Bedroom sets $387 up, 

3Pc Livingroom tables 
$97up, 100 headboards 

$79 up.

HIGHPOINT FURNI-
TURE

OUTLET STORE
2346 U.S. 27 N Sebring, 

FL
(Next to Lowe’s & across 

from Home Depot)

WHITE BROYHILL-BR Set, 
King headboard,Dresser 
w/mirror,Armiour $350 for 
all (863)697-6570

Medical Items 0650

BLUE Automatic lift chair 
$350. Great 
shape.(863)697-0143

Miscellaneous 0655

SILVER FOX GO CART- Fun 
Machine, Robin=6.5 air 
cooled 4 cyl, engine. ATV 
style suspension w/coil over-
shocks, duel seat w/re-
tractable safety belt, duel 
wheel torque conv drive disc 
brakes, brush bars , much 
more $1400 (863)763-6888

Pets/Supplies 0670

BLUE/RED HEALER PUPPIES: 
Males & Females avail. Shots 
& Wormed. Ready for Christ-
mas! $250. 561-718-1212

CHIHUAHUA PUPS - AKC, 3-5 
lbs, fi rst shots, dewormed, 
health cert., $500 
(863)381-9234

Health Care

Office Space
Rent 0937

Pets/Supplies 0670

CHIHUAHUA MIX PUPS - 14 
weeks old, on dry food, 1 
shots, health papers from 
Okeechobee Vet. $250/fi rm 
(863)467-6475 /447-1808

PURE BREAD BOXER PUP-
PIES- 2-White Males, 2-
Fawn 1F, 1-M. Health Cert 
$350. (863)634-1109

Sporting Goods0705

SWAMP BUGGY-Palm Beach 
Style 350 Auto, 400 Turbo 
Trans, Offset 12x24 Tractor 
Tires $4500 (863)447-5456

Television 0715

LARGE 73’ MITSUBISIH- Rear 
Projection bought in 2005, 
moved too large for living 
room, excellent cond, great 
picture & sound $800 cash 
only  call to see, great 
Christmas gift 
(863)801-4367

Wanted To Buy 0740

WANTED: FRANKLIN
 A/B engines, parts, etc.

 Any condition. 
Call John at 772-781-4375

Rentals
900900
Apartments 905
Business Places 910
Commercial
Property 915
Condos/
Townhouses - Rent920
Farm Property - 
Rent 925
House - Rent 930
Land - Rent 935
Resort Property - 
Rent 945
Roommate 950
Rooms to Rent 955
Storage Space -
Rent 960

Apartments 0905

OKEECHOBEE, 2br, 1ba, 
Near town. $750 mo. An-
nual Lease.  
863-697-1339 or 
561-255-4377

SPECIAL-MOVE-IN, 1/2 
Month Rent for 1st Month 
w/$500 Sec. 2/1.5 carpet, 
tile, fridge- 1blk N. of Wal-
Mart. (863)763-8878

Condos/Townhouses
Rent 0920

KING’S BAY,  2/1, Pool, Ten-
nis, new tile fl rs., etc. $750 
mo. + sec. Water & Cable 
included.  863-697-6428

Condos/Townhouses
Rent 0920

OKEE BEST DEAL
2 BR, 2 BA, Liv. & Din. Rm., 

Util. Rm. w/hook ups & 
storage cabinets. Patio. 

Privacy fence. FREE trash & 
Lawn maintenance. No pets. 

$690 mo. + $500 dep.
Call (417)848-3424

Houses - Rent 0930

AFFORDABLE NEW & 
RENOVATED HOUSES. 3/2/2 

& 3/1/1, Bring Pets, Lg 
yards, 1st month free 

(561)723-2226

BASSWOOD - 05’ CBS, 3/2 on 
37th Avenue, fenced yard, all 
tile, $950/mo 
(561)662-9644

BEAUTIFUL HOME on wooded 
lot, Country Club Hills, 2 BR, 
hot tub, $1400/month. Call 
863-885-1347

BUCKHEAD RIDGE - 2 Story, 
3BR, 2BA, Screen Porch, 
Hot Tub. W&D, $850 mo. 
Call for info. 863-634-5236

HOME FOR RENT - 3BR/2BA,  
fenced in yard, c/a & heat, 
$900 mo., 1st & last, ref’s 
req’d. (863)697-3234

HOUSE 3BR/2BA - sits on 
1.25 acres, located in Prai-
rie/Viking. Pets welcome! 
(561)718-1212

IN OKEECHOBEE CITY:   4 Br/ 
2Ba, $1100 mo. + 1st, last, 
sec. & refs. Call Barry for 
more info.  772-216-1461

LAKE ACCESS - 3/2, 1800 sq 
ft, Formal LR, DR, $850/mo, 
(863)634-5236

OKEE: 3/1 on ½ ac. Renovat-
ed, laundry, C/A/heat, screen 
porch, carport. $975 mo, 1st 
mo. & dep. Call 305-458-8659

OKEECHOBEE - 3/1/den, close 
to downtown. $1000/mo.  
Call Charles (863) 634-0584

OKEECHOBEE - New, 3br, 
2ba, 2 acres in Edwards Sub 
Div., $1200/mo. Call Charles 
(863)634-0584

OKEECHOBEE, 3br, 2ba, with  
garage. C/Air. Lazy 7 area.  
1st, last & sec. 
863-467-2541

Office Space
Rent 0937

EXCELLENT LOCATION - 441 
S. Commercial Offi ce/Retail 
Space, 1154 sq. ft.  Call 
863-634-7728 for details.

OFFICE SPACES FOR RENT:
• 320 sq. ft. for $500 mo. 
with option to use 900 sq. ft. 
Board room & kitchen.
• 144 sq. ft. for $300 mo. 
with option to use 900 sq. ft. 
Board room & kitchen. 

CALL 863-763-3101

Waterfront
Rentals 0965

Treasure Island - 3817 SE 
27th St.  CBS 2/2, Cov Dock, 
Remodeled, No smok-
ers/pets. $1000 mo. 1st/sec 
(772)287-7407

WATERFRONT: 2BR, 1½ BA 
Treasure Island. Fenced yd.  
$765 mo. (772) 359-6584 
mardelvar@comcast.net.

Real Estate
10001000
Business Places -
Sale 1005
Commercial
Property - Sale 1010
Condos/
Townhouses - Sale1015
Farms - Sale 1020
Houses - Sale 1025
Hunting Property 1030
Investment
Property - Sale 1035
Land - Sale 1040
Lots - Sale 1045
Open House 1050
Out of State -
Property - Sale 1055
Property Inspection1060
Real Estate Wanted1065
Resort Property -
Sale 1070
Warehouse Space 1075
Waterfront Property 1080

Houses - Sale 1025
Brand New Construction - 
4BR/2BA, Near lake access 
on Hwy. 441, 2 car garage 
& storage, big lots w/space 

for garden, all credit 
considered, 
$149,900.

Call (520) 360-1893

Parts/Repairs 4045

Land - Sale 1040

CROOKED CREEK
Corner Lot. 2.2 acres, $95K 

OBO Call Cell 
772-530-2095

or 863-467-6399

Mobile Homes
30002000
Mobile Home - Lots 2005
Mobile Home - Parts 2010
Mobile Homes - Rent 2015
Mobile Homes - Sale 2020

Mobile Home
Lots 2005

Lot for Rent- 75 X 110 mobile 
home lot, 4415 SE 23rd Ct, 
Okeechobee $181.90 month 

(863)763-4892 or 
(863)763-5419 Anytime

Mobile Home
Rent 2015

INDIANTOWN - Cottage, 1BR, 
1BA, $750 mo. Includes 
electric & water. 1, 2 & 3 BR 
- All include city water, some 
electric. $425-$550 mo.  
1st, last, sec. & ref’s. Call 
(561)346-4692/346-4692

OKEE.: New 2br/2ba on private 
lot, on T.Ck. $650/mo. 1st & 
sec. Avail Now. No pets  Call 
(561)767-6111

TAYLOR CREEK ISLES - 2/2 
on water, furnished, wa-
ter/electric/cable incl. No 
pets. Adults only. $900/mo. 
Call 954-260-1933

TREASURE ISLAND - 3br, 2ba 
dbl wide, waterfront, lake ac-
cess, 1yr old, $900/mo 
(954)610-5345

TREASURE ISLAND, 2br, 2ba 
Lake access, quiet area. No 
pets.  $600/mo., 1st, last & 
sec. dep. (561)743-4331

Mobile Home
Sale 2020

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

MANUFACTURED 
HOME PARK

55+ La Belle, Florida
GATED, Clubhouse, Heated 

Pool. Lease your 60 x 90 lot, 
beautiful country living. In-
cludes lot, lawn service, wa-
ter, sewer and trash pickup, 
$200/mo. Models available 
for immediate occupancy or 
order your own on your lot. 
30 minutes from Ft Myers. 
M-F, 863-675-7555.

RIVERBEND ADULT PARK- 
Very clean 2/2 on lg beauti-
fully landscaped corner lot, 
part furn,many up-
grades ,Carpor t ,Screen 
room,  Front porch,Utitliy shed 
$26,500 (863)763-2634 or 
863-610-1296

Recreation
30003000
Boats 3005
Campers/RVs 3010
Jet Skiis 3015
Marine Accessories 3020
Marine Miscellaneous 3025
Motorcycles 3030
Sport Vehicles/ATVs 3035

Boats 3005

AIR BOAT-STOSSELL HULL, 
Decked over, with trailer, as 
is, no motor or prop $3000 
OBO (863)763-7174

Campers/RVs 3010

COMBO 2000 35’ Spinnaker & 
Ford Diesel Lariat extra cab, 
all in immaculate cond. 
$34,500. Call 863-467-0871 
for details.

PLEASUREWAY Lexor-TD, ‘02 
- 19’ Van Camper, 38k mi., 
exc. cond., 3-Way refrig., 
a/c, tv/vcr, generator, twin 
beds, great for 2 people, 
$25,000. (863)467-1618

Parts/Repairs 4045

Campers/RVs 3010

SANDPIPER - 2002, 30 ft 5th
Wheel, 2 slide outs,great
shape ready to go $5000
(863)447-5456

Sports Vehicles/
ATVs 3035

YAHAMA DIRTBIKE-2006
TTR-125, used very little,
great cond. Big Wheel,$1800
OBO $350 in extras.
(863)763-5229

Automobiles
40004000
Automobiles 4005
Autos Wanted 4010
Classic Cars 4015
Commercial Trucks 4020
Construction
Equipment 4025
Foreign Cars 4030
Four Wheel Drive 4035
Heavy Duty Trucks 4040
Parts - Repairs 4045
Pickup Trucks 4050
Sport Utility 4055
Tractor Trailers 4060
Utility Trailers 4065
Vans 4070

Automobiles 4005

CHEVY CAVALIER ‘03 - LS
Sport 25K. 1 Owner. Sunrf. 
All pwr. New tires. Exc.
cond. $6100 863-357-1988

TOYOTA CAMRY 2000 - 1
Owner, Excellent condition. 4
Door. Auto., A/C, PW, PL.
Garage kept. Gas saver!
$5495. (561)568-7767 or
(561)253-4299

Four Wheel
Drive 4035

JEEP LARADO- 4 Wheel
Drive,1998 Excellent cond.
high miles, 4 dr, boat hitch.
$2500 Firm (863)467-6469

Golf Carts 4037

EZ GO - Used, Good condition,
charger, $900 or best offer.
(863)697-1350

Pickup Trucks 4050

F150-1998 New Motor, New
Tires, Runs Great $5000
OBO (863)763-7174

GMC JIMMY- 1990 Full size 
4x4, lift kit, big tires, runs
great.  $3000 OBO
(863)763-7598

Utility Trailers 4065

UTILITY TRAILER-16 FT -2
Axel, New Tires $900 OBO
863-634-2979

How to place 
your ad:

IT’S EASY, JUST GO TO:
� www.newszap.com

click on classifieds

OR EMAIL:
� For Legal Ads:

legalads@newszap.com

� For All Other Classified Ads:
classads@newszap.com

BUSINESS HOURS
� Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINES
� Wednesday

11 a.m. Tuesday for Wednesday publication

� Friday
11 a.m.Thursay for Friday publication

� Sunday
Friday 10 a.m. for Sunday publication

GUIDELINES FOR PLACING   
FREE ADS!

• All personal items under $5,000
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

• Price must be included in ad

• Private parties only

• 2 items per household per issue

OKEE

Published 3 weeks* in all of our Florida papers: Caloosa Belle, Clewiston News, Glades County Democrat,
Immokalee Bulletin, Okeechobee News, and The Sun

* Ads will run in the Wednesday Okeechobee News and weekly publications.
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The following letters to Santa 
were written by South Elemen-
tary School second graders. The 
letters are reprinted just as the 
students wrote them. For more 
letters, see the Wednesday edi-
tion of the Okeechobee News.

Dear Santa and Elves,
I am very excited for Christmas. 

I have been a very good girl this 
year. I relly want a skatbord,ipod, 
and a barby cruse I also want 
some play horses because I saw 
those on tv and I relly want them 
cause I need a lot more toys to 
piay with. And I relly hope your 
elvs can make those wouderful 
toys to play with. And I also want 
a lab top because so I can take 
it on a trip that I do evry year. I 
have been beging my mom but it 
is to much money. And that way I 
can share with my sister and we 
will love that present. And I need 
more pants. And some more 
shrts. I relly hope you and your 
elvs have a wouderful crismas 
eve this year and miss clus. How 
oid is she? And how oid are you?

And my fravit reindeer is roud-
of and comit,prancer, and dancer. 
How old is comit? And all your 
reindeer? And when did you get 
your reindeer santa? Did you like 
your cookies last year santa and 
milk? Crismas is the best parrt 
of the year. And I believe in you 
santa you are the best.

Your Frend,
Abigail

Dear santa and elves, 
I am very excited for Christmas. 

I have been a good girl this year. 
I want rock band and wii with 
games and every thing from wal-
mart. How is rought. How is your 
evles good or bad. Can I have lab 
top for Christmas. Because I love 
them. You can go on lin to Disney 
and I can www. Funschool .com 
. please. One more thing can I go 
with you to the north pole with 
you.

Your friend,
Adriana 

dear santa
what I what for chrstmas a 

lego starwars walking gunship. I 
have 

ben a good boy.
Your friend,
angel

dear santa, I am excited for 
Christmas. I have been a very 
good boy/ this year. I what moster 
truck and a xbox360. and a play 
stashen 3 and a game cube. And 
a moncontroll car and a waliki 
talki. And a base ball bat. And a 
moncontroll airplane

year friend anselmo

Dear sant claus
can I have some things for 

crismas I hope youn can . I don’t 
want to be on the noty list so if 
you give me some presents so I 
want a toy pendbear and a toy 
bird a toy mouse and a toy turtle 
and real puppy for crismas and 
makeup and a toy giraffe and a 
toy cat I dresevnts. These things 
beicus I bin a good child the hole 
desember. 

Your frend
Ashley travieso. 

Dear Santa Claus and rein-
deer 

Im excited abaout Christmas 
eve . are you? I what a razar for 
Christmas.and a lot of wedkinds 
and a Ds for Christmas are you a 
guitarhero?

Truly your,love,
Aubrie.

Dear Santa
I want a big box to play in. I 

want some new shoes.I want a 
Electric guitar. How do you get 
into a house if it don’t have a 
chiminy.What do your reindeer 
eat? How are you doing this year.
Commit is my favrit reindeer of 
all.

from
austyn scruggs

Dear santa,
I want to get a toycar,a train 

that is blue,and a new toy train 
and more.

I desrve this because I like to 
help.

I alwas believe you every 
desember,

Yours truly,
ayan

Dear Sant clus
how is it at the wrok shop with 

the elfs? How do you ger aroud 
the world?

Hers four thing I wont is laptop 
psp nitendow wii.cus it is fun on 
the laptopand wii and Psp. Heres 
one anther thing it is a ribesite.

From Bradly kirk

DEAR, SANTA,
HO HO HO SANTA I want
PSP,A X BOX 360
PLAY SAIN,1,000S
PLASE BECAUSE I HEIP PEO-

PLE
AND MY TECHER
YOUR ,FRIRED,
BRYAN 

DEAR SANT,
MY NAME IS CAMBLL PLATT. I 

AM SEVEN YEARS OLD.I LIKE TO 
PLAY WITH MY DOGS. 

I WOULD LIKE A FORWEL-
ERE AND A IPOD. I WOULD LIKE 
A XBOX 360.

YOURS TROULY
CAMBELL PLATT,

Dear Santa Caus,
Can I have D-Rex Becausa and 

a new Hulk toy, and a new Poke-
man game,and new Pokemmon 
cards and a new Dinotoy and a 
green Dis and a Spongebob toy 
and a toy truck and a Pet Hamter. 
I Deserve this Because I am a 
verey good boy.

Your friend Chase

Dear sata
I am very exided for crismes 

I been a very good boy this yery 
and I hope iget resits this yere 
cuse the thags on the list thos are 
the thags I wont the best but the 
thang iwont the best is the pug 
and that is the thang I wont the 
best 

yore fred chase

Dear santaclaus,
I want alotofstarwars and dio-

saurs and d-rex andtrunstrer wall
For christmasyourfrend chris 

p.s I deserve because I am a good 
boy.

chris

Dera santa
i been a boy I wate a 100,000 

and 4 will scooter and 3 will 
scooter and bran now dert bick 
give my mom a goid neckiace .

Cutler 

Dear sant,
I have been a good boy . I 

whnt a labtop cus I b e c u s my 
unkl don’t have a labtop so I wont 
brak it.

Your friend,
De’Nitrik

Dear Santa claus,
How do you make it around 

the whole world in one night? 
What are all the reindeers name? 
This is one thing I would like for 
Christmas is a Wii because you 
get to move

and play at the same time. 
How is it in the North Pole? What 
is it like in the toy

shop with all the Elfs?
Yours truly,Dylan Smith
Dear santa,
I wish I had a psp and a drume 

sate and a folwelre and a pete dog 
and a ds and a miker and a phoe.

Your friend,
Dillon Hill 

Dear Santa Claus, 
My name is diamond. I love 

you Santa Claus. You are my favor-
ite person in the hold wide world. 
I love you Santa Claus and I love 
your Elf ’s too. I am so excited to 
get presents. I love Christmas. I 
wish it was already Christmas and 
I love that you geve evrebody: I 
am so excited!

Love, Diamond To: Santa 
Claus

Dear santa
I what a comput and a starwar 

jeiej lesns 
And a bkengn
Brig my wii the ead 
David

Dear Santa claus,
Ive always wanted guithero for 

my d.s.
I wanted to visit you but I ala-

ways fall asleep.
I.m making suger cookies for 

you but for the reindeers I am 
leaving one carrit out.

I also want a webkin they 
are stuff annamals .you can feed 
them and dress them.

How many elfs do you have . 
are you cold when it snows,

I can,t wait till chistmas 
Love Danielle,

Dear santa
I was good all year and I want 

a ipod and a labtop.i want a lab-
top so I can go and get songs for 
my ipod. I wont a ipod so I can 
hear songs and I wont get bord. It 
is fun when you get a present on 
Christmas .

From daniel .

Dear Santa claus . My name 
is Wilnyha Jones and I I love chris-
mas . I am excited for chrismas. 
Thank you for giving me presents 
like a dollhouse and a x box 3 60. 

to santa claus from wilni-
yha

Dear santa
I want tow Hannah montan 

house s and some make up and 
shoe s and stuft anmal s and a 
gameboy and moon sand and br-
bie s and playshoe s and a cheer-
leading outfi t and a pet hamstr 
and a bell from your slay and I 
want to ask you something how 
si roudodf doing. 

Taylor

Dear,santa, and elfs, 
I am having a great year. Are 

you having a great year? Do you 
have kids? How is your best elf? 
Are you going to give me a Brats 
doll? I whant ten of them. Can 
you get me them? The resen why 
I whant one is becaous thay will 
not be saleing them after crismis. 
Becaous the man that made brats 
he was working for the Barbie 
compney and they fond out that 
he was saleing them and took 
hem to cort. And I rely want one. 
I have ben trying to clect them. 
So please can you get me ten of 
them? I rely like them a lot. And 
if I don’t get one I’ll frec out be-
caous I love them a lot so please 
get me ten. 

Your friend, Sydney

Dear Santa,
I want for chismas is d-rex 

a mew toy three ds games one 
game is spore creatures the other 
one is petz dogs pack the last one 
is drawn to life spong bob. 

From, Stormy

Dear SantaClaus
How are you
How are the reindeer
How is the workshop
How are the elfs 
I love Christmas
Are you having fun
I now i am
Yours turey Shelbey War-

ren

Dear santa claus ,
I want 10 million dollors for 

my family ,a beautiful doll , a big
Enormous house ,and a jour-

nal. I deserve this stuff because I 
realy am

A good nice girl
Yours truly,
Sarika chauhan

Dear santa,
I wut bicycle, toys, shous, 

closes,laobtop, swing, howes, 
doll .

Juliett Navarro-Nieto

Dear santa,
I am very excited for Christmas 

I am a very good boy this year.i 
want a lot of good present this 
year.i like to play with my toys.i 
hope you like the cookie that we 
made.

Your friend rick.

Dear Santa
I have been a good girl this 

year. Can I please have a Palimiino 
pony,chiwwia puppy and I really 
want my family to have the best 
Christmas ever! I am very excited 
for Christmas.thank you so much 
for every thing.How are you do-
ing this year. I really love you.

Your friend Meghan faith 
kuschel 

Dear Santa,
I belive that you can give lot’s 

of children a good chistmas. I 
hope that you you come to our 
house the Rodriguez family we 
been good .I want the best Christ-
mas ever.How are the raindeer 
doing/I want lot’s of presint’s.

Love,
Marisol

Dear santa claus,
I want my old dog back . I 

want a mp3player. A new tv. A toy 
dolhin . A toy unicorn. I want to 
singing barbies . two mittens . a 
Hannah Montana chapter book . 
why because I am a good girl .

your friend ,maria medrano 
Diana rios .

Dear Sanata
For Crisitmis I want DS and I 

want it red. I and my mom wants 
a new pare shoes I want them 
blue my mom wants them pink. 
I want to ask you a 

Question how many elfs do 
you got.

Luis Rivera

Dear dad,
I no you are a good dad I love 

you did you give me a laser I de-
serve because im a good boy.

your son rocky

Dear parents 
I know wut I wut for chistmas 

army fo two and a ds and a game 
for the ds.

Kenny son
keegan

Dear santa
How is it at the toy shop with 

all of the elvs ? I hope misses clous 
is doing well.Are you? I hope you 
are.Now I am going to tell you 
some things Iwant for Christmas. 
I would

Like some baderys for my mp3 
player a stocking some glitter pins 
a lunch box and 

Makers.
Yours truly kari ditcher.

dear st.nick,
for chistmas I want a spa.i 

want a new tv.i want new dog.i 
deserve presenet because I been 
good.

Your friend
kalyn

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS BONUS!
Add an e-subscription for just $24.00 a year!

TThe One Gift For The Whole Family
❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆

CCall 863-763-3134 
Today to Subscribe!

❆❆❆❆

Christmas Gift Subscription

Just

$50.00 Plus Tax

One Year

When this gift is opened, every member of

your family will find just what they want.
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ACROSS
1 Friend of Sarkozy
4 Contents meas.
9 Deli option

13 Start to stop?
14 First name in

R&B
15 Actor Bana
16 GP due for a

whopping
hangover?

19 Lively dances
20 “Since __ You

Baby”: 1956 hit
21 Service

designation
22 The flash in

flashy jewelry?
28 Sheboygan’s st.
29 Church areas
30 Taro Festival site
31 Liszt’s forte
33 Construction

area sign
34 Check out
37 Gang of bakery

thieves?
40 Through
41 Unacceptable
43 Sluggish
45 Comet 

co-discoverer
Hale

46 Abounds
48 Rattles on
52 Wardrobe for

Stallone playing
a transvestite?

54 Squib
55 Pushes (through),

as a Senate bill
56 Foreword
57 Prankster’s item,

and this puzzle’s
theme

63 Since
64 Following a doc’s

orders, in a way
65 Lincoln center?
66 Rush
67 Junctions
68 Olympus OM-2,

briefly

DOWN
1 “You bet!”
2 Capital of the

Comoros
3 Habituates
4 “An auld knave’s

__ bairn”:
Scottish proverb

5 Drop the ball, say
6 Small songbird
7 Lei bringer,

perhaps
8 Backup band

said to be named
for a car

9 Four, often
10 Sub ending
11 Zip
12 Adept
14 Hosp. workers
17 W.E.B. Du Bois

was among its
founders

18 __ Hai: Israeli
monument site

22 __ B’rith
23 Swimmer’s place
24 Tickled notes
25 Jenny Fields’s

son
26 Whopping
27 Stratum
32 Financial pg.

debut
33 Dept. head
34 Headwinds may

affect them,
briefly

35 Elided pronoun
36 PayPal parent

company

38 ‘’I’ve Got the
Music __’’: 1974
hit

39 Cape
42 Ready to tap
44 Evening
46 Beats
47 Supposed

inhabitant of
ancient Qumran

49 Top-level
projects?

50 Gist

51 One may be
seen just outside
a large office
building

53 Pan
56 HMO concern
57 Touch
58 Equi- cousin
59 Roman sun god
60 14-Down org.
61 Dreamer’s

acronym
62 Pleasure seekers?

By Larry Shearer
(c)2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 10/24/08

10/24/08

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

Merry Christmas
Season Greetings from the Raulerson Hospital won the 
Most Creative holiday card in the Okeechobee High 
School Band Holiday Stroll in the Park with their Rocking 
Horse card.

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar

Season’s Greetings
Quality A/C wishes Season’s Greetings to all with their 
holiday card for the Okeechobee High School Band Holi-
day Stroll in the Park where it won the Best Themed holi-
day card.

Local school children write letters to Santa Claus



By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Chelsea Barkley scored the 
only goal of the game with 30 
minutes left in the game as Port 
St. Lucie High School defeated 
Okeechobee High School in soc-
cer, 1-0, Wednesday night.

Okeechobee couldn’t get a lot 
of shots on net against the quick 
Jaguar defense. Emily Raulerson 
had their best chance with 21 
minutes left in the game but her 
shot went wide.

Kailey Skinner saved four shots 
for Port St. Lucie, (4-10). Megan 
Clements had another strong 
game in net for Okeechobee with 
double digits in saves.

Jaguar Coach Joseph Scott III 
said his team has four freshmen 
and one sophomore in the start-
ing lineup. He said his team has 
shown progress throughout the 
year. “We played as a team for the 
whole game. All year long we’ve 

played either a good fi rst half or 
a good second half. Tonight we 
played both halves as a team.”

Port St. Lucie had over 10 shots 
on goal but many of them missed 
the net. Clements was there to 

kick or swat away most of the 
shots and kept Okeechobee in 
the match.

Scott said his team has a bright 
future. He noted they hustled hard 
to prevent Okeechobee from get-
ting scoring opportunities.

“I had nothing to do with this 
tonight. The girls played, and they 
played very well,” he added.

The JV Brahmans defeated 
PSL 4-0.

The Okeechobee High School 
boys bowling team fi nished their 
season with a 8-8 record. It was 
an impressive season considering 
there weren’t any returning start-
ers from the 2007/2008 team.

What made the year more suc-
cessful was this years’ team was 
competitive in every match and 
won at least one game in all but 
two matches.

A few breaks here and there 
and it easily could’ve been a 12-3 
season. With everyone return-
ing next year the expectations 
will be high. This year was truly 
a group effort as you will see by 
the awards that were given to the 
team.

The Brahman Award and 
Coaches Award was given to  

Mathew Payne. Mathew kept the 
team motivated and never gave 
up in any of his matches.

The MVP went to Chris Spruill. 
Christ maintained the highest av-
erage on the team throughout the 
year.

Adrian Banda received the 
Best All-Around Award. Adrian 
had the highest series and the 
highest game.

Noe Arroyo and Ricardo Her-
rera received the Most Improved 
Award. These two players worked 
really hard throughout the year 
and both fought their way into 
the starting line-up by the end of 
the season.

Now for the girls...
The Okeechobee Girls bowl-

ing team fi nished their season 

with a 7-9 record. The girls team 
was also in a rebuilding year with 
only three returning players and 
only one starter.

The year was a good year and 
a learning year. We did not lose 
any players this year so we look 
forward to the coming year.

This year at the awards ban-
quet Danielle Racine received the 
Brahman Award, usually award-
ed to the team captain, Brittany 
Herndon the MVP Award, she 
usually kept us in the matches 
with her great scores.

Reba Spiess had the Best All-
Around Award, and the two Most 
Improved Awards went to Brit-
tany Haggard, a three year player 
and Amanda Rathbun a rookie 
player who came out this year 

and started 90% of the games.

Rounding out the awards was 

Brittany Herndon who picked up 

the Coach’s Award for winning 

the player of the match the most 

times.

Now AAvailable tto 
The PPublic! 

Just PPick UUp AAtOur MMill

Green Day
Medical
Oncology

& Hematology of 
Fort Pierce &
Okeechobee

Se Habla Español
1231 N. Lawnwood Circle
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-5501

1006 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 357-4138

Ricardo J. Quintero-Herencia, MD

- Specializing in evidence based medicine for the 
treatment of cancer and blood disorders

- Combined Chemotherapy and Radiation 
Therapy treatment

- Medicare/Medicaid assignment accepted
- Consulting and Free Second Opinions 

Regarding Cancer
- All insurance plans accepted and filed
- Courtesy transportation provided

Now Accepting New Patients

Dec. 19Dec. 19th th thruthru Dec. 24Dec. 24thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE I
“DAY EARTH STOOD STILL”
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun.,
Tues. & Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00
& 9:00. Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00.

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.

THEATRE II
“A TALE OF DESPEREAUX”
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun.,
Tues. & Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00
& 9:00. Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00.

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00. PG

THEATRE III
“FOUR CHRISTMASES”
Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun.,
Tues. & Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00
& 9:00. Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00.

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.

PG-13

Open Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 7 & 9 PM

PG-13

Tickets: Adults - $5.50 • Children 12 & under - $4.50
Senior Citizens - $4.50 all movies • Matinees - $4.00

MONDAY NIGHT is $1.00 per person @ 7:00 PM
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Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

Steppers
Chaka Smith poses with members of the Yearling Middle School steppers who entertain 
during basketball games. They are under the direction of Pat Grant.

OHS Bowling Team fi nish impressive season

OHS Girls’ soccer falls at home

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Nicky Ingram of Okeechobee, #9 battles with Sara Brunsting 
of Port St. Lucie during Wednesday’s match.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Emily Raulerson, #18, battles 
with Alexa Raynolds (left) 
during Wednesday’s match 
in Okeechobee.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Emily Jenning of Port St. 
Lucie battles with Okeecho-
bee’s Rachel Fairchild during 
Wednesday’s match.

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee High School 
Girls Basketball team celebrated 
a state ranking with a 43-32 vic-
tory over Forest Hill on Thursday 
night.

Okeechobee is ranked 10th in 
the Class 4A poll. It is the fi rst time 
Okeechobee has been ranked in 
many seasons. It’s been so long, 
no one could actually remember 
the last time Okeechobee was 
ranked.

Coach Tony Sherlock said the 

girls might have started to let 

the accolades go to their heads 

as they turned in a subpar effort 

against the Lady Falcons, (2-9).

“We kind of played to their 

level. We should have beaten 

them handily,” he said.

Okeechobee had three play-

ers in double fi gures as Doro-

thy Burkhardt, Jewel Buck and 

Markeisha Youmans all had 10 

points. Buck pulled down nine 

rebounds and Youmans had six 

steals on defense. Monica Koger 

chipped in with seven points.

Forest Hill was led by Sha-

novia Smith who had 11 points. 

Valerie Day added nine points.

Okeechobee led 14-8 after the 

fi rst quarter and 26-16 at the half. 

Forest Hill cut the lead to 31-29 

after three quarters.

“The game was close for three 

quarters but we pulled away in 

the fi nal quarter and didn’t allow 

them to score a fi eld goal,” Sher-

lock noted.

Okeechobee outscored the 

Falcons 12-3 in the fi nal eight 

minutes.

“Forest Hill is improved a little 

bit, but we have to play better 

than that,” he said.

Okeechobee is off now for the 

Christmas break. They will host 

Moore Haven on January 5th.

The Okeechobee JV blasted 

Forest Hill.

Girl’s hoops defeat Forest Hill
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