
By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

It’s beginning to look a lot of 
Christmas around Okeechobee 
County. Decorations are seen at 
City Hall and in the parks. Clubs 
and churches have scheduled 
holiday events. And at Hospice 
of Okeechobee, 76 Christmas 
trees feature a wide variety of 
decorations and themes.

The community will kick-
off the holiday celebration on 
Tuesday, Dec. 2 with the City 
of Okeechobee’s Annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony, begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m., in the City 
Hall Park. Choral groups from 
area schools will perform be-
fore the tree lighting. It’s ru-
mored that Santa will stop in to 
visit with children.

Okeechobee Main Street 
is sponsoring their Third An-
nual Christmas Window 
Decorating Contest. Businesses 
must have their windows dec-
orated before the City’s Tree 
Lighting ceremony on Dec. 2. 
Judging will be on Dec. 13. The 
winner will receive a plaque. 
For information please contact 
Okeechobee Main Street 863-
357-MAIN (6246).

On Dec. 4, Okeechobee 
County will start a new tradi-
tion with a Christmas in the 
Country celebration from 6 
until 9 p.m. at the Okeechobee 
Agri-Civic Center. County Ad-
ministration, Lyndon Bonner 
will deliver the welcome intro-
duction and County Commis-
sioner and Chairman, Cliff Betts, 
will introduce the Okeechobee 
County Board of County Com-
missioners. A Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony will take 
place at 6:30 p.m. Music will be 
provided by Keith Stripling. The 
celebration will include food, 
pony rides, bounce houses and 
a hay ride for a good ole’ fash-
ioned “Country Christmas!”

With the community’s 
Christmas trees decorated, 
it’s time to decorate homes 
and businesses. Hospice of 
Okeechobee’s annual Festival 
of Trees offers 76 decorated 
Christmas trees for sale in a si-
lent auction. The festival is open 
Monday, Dec. 1, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.; Tuesday, Dec. 7, from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Wednesday, 
Dec. 3,  Thursday, Dec. 4, and 
Friday, Dec. 5 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; and, Saturday, Dec. 6 and 

Sunday, Dec. 7 from noon to 4 
p.m. Bidders place written bids 
on the trees, and are encourage 
to come back and bid again on 
their favorites. Bidding closes at 
4 p.m. on Dec. 7.

The Festival of Trees is in 
the blue volunteer building 
next door to the Hospice of 
Okeechobee Hamrick House, 
411 S.E. Fourth St.

The Festival of Trees features 
trees decorated and donated by 
clubs, businesses and individu-
als, ranging from “tabletop” 
size to 8 feet tall. Some trees 
have themes suitable to the do-
nors. The Waste Management 
tree is made of recycled materi-
als. The 4-H Udder Bunch tree 
has dairy cow ornaments; the 
4-H Bits and Spurs Club tree 
has horse ornaments.

Dorothy Herring, 89, made 
ornaments by hand for her 
tree, which, she explained, was 
inspired by nature. This is her 
sixth year of participating in the 
Festival of Trees. She said she 
already has an idea for next 
year’s tree, but she isn’t telling. 
“I don’t want anyone else to 
steal my idea,” she explained.
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City Council meets
Okeechobee City Council 

meets at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 
2 at City Hall. The City Code En-
forcement Board will meet on 
Tuesday. Dec. 9 at 7 p.m.

What does the 
election mean?

What does the presiden-
tial election mean to you? If 
you would like to share your 
thoughts or opinions about the 
presidential election, letters to 
the editor may be emailed to 
okeenews@newszap.com or 
sent Okeechobee News, P.O. 
Box 2349, Okeechobee, Fla. 
34974. Comments may also be 
made online on the public is-
sues forums at www.newszap.
com (click on Okeechobee).

Briefs

14.28 feet 
Last Year: 10.30 feet

Lake Levels

Source: South Florida Water 
Management District. Depth 
given in feet above sea level

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

The City of Okeechobee has 
put up a very special Christmas 
tree in City Hall to honor lo-
cal service members who are 
currently actively serving their 
country.

The special tree has been 
placed in the hallway at City 
Hall and is called A Christmas 
Tribute to the Troops. Along 
with the small American fl ags 
and ornaments the city is ask-
ing area citizens with family 
members or friends in the mili-
tary to bring in a photo. That 
photo will then be placed on 
an ornament and hung on the 
tree.

“The ornaments look like 
a snow fl ake,” explained City 
Clerk Lane Gamiotea. “The 
photos will be placed in the 
center of the snow fl ake then 
hung on the tree with a yellow 
ribbon.”

She said the name, rank and 
military branch will also be dis-
played.

All that’s needed is a small 
photo of a family member or 
friend who is in active or re-
serve military service.

“We’ve left lots of room and 
we can always take the other 
decorations off if we have to,” 
Mrs. Gamiotea added.

The tree will be illuminated 
Tuesday night, Dec. 2, during 
the city’s annual tree lighting 
ceremony.

Mrs. Gamiotea said the tree 
was placed in the hallway Tues-
day, Nov. 25, and will stay there 
until after Christmas.

For more information stop 
by the City Clerk’s Offi ce in City 
Hall, located at 55 S.E. Third 
Ave., or call them at 863-763-
3372.

Christmas tree 
honors troops

Tis the season: Holiday events planned

Tree lighting kicks off 
Christmas celebrations

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

The Children’s Home So-
ciety of Florida, is working to 
provide some alternatives to 
the many children who are ag-
ing out of the foster care system 
every year by constructing a 
Youth Transition Center in Vero 
Beach to serve Okeechobee, 
Indian River, Martin and St. Lu-
cie counties.

Children’s Home Society of 
Florida is the oldest and largest 
statewide private not-for-profi t 
provider of services to children 
in Florida and the seventh larg-

est in the nation. The Treasure 
Coast Division serves Martin, 
St. Lucie, Indian River and 
Okeechobee counties.

The Children’s Home Soci-
ety was established in 1991. The 
Treasure Coast Division served 
more than 9,000 children and 
families last year through a full 
spectrum of prevention and 
intervention services. CHS cur-
rently manages the cases of 
nearly one-third of all children 
in Florida’s foster care system.

While the Children’s Home 
Society continues to strive to 

Transition center helps aging foster care teens

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
Dorothy Herring, 89, made one of the trees on sale at Hospice of Okeechobee’s Festi-
val of Trees. There are 76 trees of all sizes, colors and themes on display. Also up for 
bids is a 55-inch big screen television.

Submitted photo/Children’s Home Society
This is an artist rendering of the Children’s Home Society Youth Transition Center that will 
be complete by fall 2009 to house and be a central resource to teens who have “aged out” of 
the foster care system.

By Chauna Aguilar
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee High School 
has increased their graduation 
rate 6.70 percent, more than 
any of the surrounding coun-
ties.

These recent announce-
ments of Florida’s graduation 
rates makes it obvious that the 
Okeechobee County School 
District is meeting its vision of 
“Achieving Excellence.”

Florida’s graduation rate 
measures the percentage of stu-
dents who graduate within four 
years of their fi rst enrollment in 
ninth grade. Graduation rates 
in Okeechobee County show 
a remarkable increase over last 
year.

The graduation rate increase 
of 6.7 percent, is over twice the 
increase experienced by the 
state.

Indian River County only had 
a .6 percent increase; Martin, .8 
percent; St. Lucie, 2.5 percent; 
Palm Beach, 3.8 percent; and 
Highlands -1.70 percent.

The state only increased 2.9 
percent.

When further dis-aggregat-
ing the data, the African Ameri-
can graduation rate increased 
19.1 percent last year when the 
state rate improved a mere 3.9 
percent.

Equally as impressive, the 
Hispanic graduation rate in-
creased 15.7 percent. The aver-
age state increase for Hispanics 
was 3.1 percent.

Assistant Superintendent 
Ken Kenworthy gives credit to 
the entire community for their 
success. “Our statistics have 
improved because teachers 
are preparing engaging lessons 
to keep school interesting, the 
parents are encouraging their 

kids to stay in school, the com-

munity supports the many ac-

tivities in the schools, and most 

importantly, the students recog-

nize the value of education and 

are working diligently to get 

their diploma.”
Post your opinions in the Public Is-
sues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Reporter Chauna Aguilar can be 
reached at caguilar@newszap.com.

OHS increases 
graduation rates

See Teens — Page 2

Okeechobee News/Eric Kopp
The City of Okeechobee 
is asking area residents to 
help decorate this special 
Christmas tree located in 
City Hall. If you have a fam-
ily member or friend cur-
rently serving in a branch 
of the U.S. military the city 
would like that person’s 
picture so that it can be 
placed on the special tree.

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken

Show 
Jumping 
continues
The First Coast Invitational 
Grand Prix Show Jumping 
event continues Sunday, 
Nov. 30, at the Okeechobee 
Agri-Civic Center. Produced 
by World Wide Horse Show 
Services, the First Coast 
Invitational will feature a 
$30,000 Level 7 Grand Prix 
as well as jumping events 
for children and adults. The 
event is free to spectators. 
Those who wish to watch 
the outdoor event may wish 
to bring a chair or blanket.

Okeechobee News/Eric Kopp
The annual Stroll in the Park in Flagler Park is open for everyone to enjoy. The hand-
made ‘cards’ issue season’s greetings and depict various winter and holiday scenes.

See Christmas — Page 2



Hospice of Okeechobee also 
has Christmas Country Store. 
Toys, decorations and unique 
items for Christmas are on sale. 
For more information, please call 
Cathy at 863-467-2321.

The Festival of Trees is a stop 
on the Holiday Tour of Homes. 
The tour is a fundraiser for United 
Way of Okeechobee. 

The Annual Holiday Tour of 
Homes, sponsored by Raulerson 
Hospital, will take place on Dec. 
5 and 6 from 6 until 9 p.m. A bus 
tour is available on Friday evening 
Dec. 5. Tickets are now on sale at 
the hospital and Suzie’s Hallmark 
Gift Shop in the Publix Plaza. The 
self tour tickets are $15 and the 
bus tour tickets are $25. The tour 
features some of Okeechobee’s 
loveliest homes decorated for the 
holidays. For more information, 
please call Bill Casian at 863-824-
2702.

Okeechobee children are 
looking forward to special visits 
from Santa Claus. Children can 
visit with Santa and some of his 
helpers before the big day. Santa 
will be at City Hall on Dec. 2, fol-
lowing the Lighting Ceremony; 

December 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 15, and 
16 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

The Okeechobee Kiwanis 
Club will sponsor Santa in Flagler 
Park 4 on Dec. 6, 13, 19, 20, 22 
and 23 from 6 to 8 p.m. The City 
Firefi ghters will host Santa on the 
fi re truck visits on:  Dec. 18 in the 
N.W. & N.E. sections of the city; 
Dec. 19 in the SE section of the 
city; and Dec. 20 in the SW sec-
tion of the city.

Love that fresh Christmas 
tree smell? Find your own tree 
to decorate at one of the Christ-
mas tree sales under way. The 
Okeechobee Shine Club and the 
Okeechobee Lions Club have 
trees for sale in Flagler Park. The 
Shrine Club raises money for the 
Shrine Hospitals for crippled and 
burned children. The Lions Club 
raises money to help the blind 
and the visually impaired.

This year with the economy 
struggling, Santa may need a 
little more help than usual. Sev-
eral toy drives are under way 
to make sure every child has a 
happy holiday. Big Lake Missions 
Outreach is sponsoring their 14th 
Annual Toy Drive for the needy 
children in the Okeechobee com-
munity. Families will be screened 
for needs, and gifts are to be put 
under the tree for Christmas day. 

They are in need of new gifts, 
ages baby to teen. Donations can 
be toys, gifts suitable for teens or 
gift cards. Monetary donations 
are also accepted so Mission 
volunteers can purchase gifts for 
the needy. Donations of canned 
goods are always needed as 
well. For more information, call 
863-763-5725 or 863-697-6433. 
Pick-up and receipts are available 
upon request.

My Aunt’s House anticipates 
an overwhelming number of re-
quests for help this year, Suggest-
ed items include: puzzles, books, 
balls, board games, watches, 
dolls, cars, and socks. Items can 
be brought to the Okeechobee 
County School Board offi ce. The 
Community Collaborative 
Council collects items for the 
gift drive which My Aunt’s House 
distributes to local families. For 
more information contact Sharon 
Vinson 863-462-5000 ext 257.

VFW #9528 will sponsor a 
Toys for Tots Motorcycle Run 
on Dec. 7. Bikes will leave the 
VFW Post 4423 (34th Street off 
441 North.) at 12:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, Dec. 7 and will arrive at the 
VFW 9528 in Buckhead Ridge by 
1 p.m. The entry fee is one new 
unopened toy. A hog roast with 
swamp cabbage will be held at 

2 p.m., there will be music and a 
good time for a $5 donation. For 
more information call 863-467-
2882.

The Okeechobee Loyal Order 
of Moose, Legionnaires are sell-
ing Koeze Nuts to raise money 
for food baskets for the less for-
tunate. Order forms and catalogs 
may be picked up at The Stitchin’ 
Post, 620 S. Parrott Ave. To order, 
see Paul Diamond at the Lodge, 
159 NW 36th Street, or call 863-
763-4954. or 863-467-1484.

The Third Annual Holiday 
Craft Bazaar and luncheon 
at Buckhead Ridge Christian 
Church, 1167 Linda Road (BHR) 
will be held on Saturday, Dec. 6, 
from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. For more 
information call the Church at 
863-357-6500.

To really get into the holiday 
spirit, mark your calendar for the 
annual Christmas parade. The 
Okeechobee Chamber of Com-
merce Lighted Christmas Pa-
rade will be Dec. 13, with line 
up at 5:30 p.m. A craft show will 
be in Flagler Parks 2 and 3. The 
Chamber is taking applications 
for parade entries. All parade 
entries must have holiday lights 
and decorations. For more infor-
mation, contact the Chamber at 
763-6464.

While in Flagler Park, check 
out the giant greeting cards in 
the Holiday Stroll in the Park, 
sponsored by the Okeechobee 
High School Band Boosters.

The Okeechobee Presbyterian 
Church, 312 N. Parrott Ave., will 
have their annual Christmas 
Cookie Sale on Saturday, Dec. 
13, from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. in the 

Church Fellowship Hall.
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

will host their annual Christmas
Around the World celebration 
on Dec. 21, from 5 to 7 p.m.,
featuring Scottish bagpipers, Irsh
step dancers, Filipino performers,
a Mexican serenade plus a live na-
tivity pageant.

help children who are still in the 
foster care system, they are con-
stantly aware of the increased 
need of those children who are 
“aging out” of the system. When 
teens reach the day of their 18th 
birthday, they “age out” of foster 
care and lose most of their state 
assistance. Basically, it is like 
saying, “Happy Birthday! You’re 
Homeless!”

The Youth Transition Center 
(YTC) is Children’s Home Soci-
ety’s solution to give youth who 
age out of foster care a place to 
live, educational and employ-
ment opportunities and a founda-
tion for success to make a healthy 
transition into adulthood.

The YTC will house up to 20 
residential youth, as well as have 
another 20 non-residential youth 
be participants in the program. 
Up to 40, may live there during the 
year as some come for temporary 
stays and shelter when needed.

The new building will consist 
of six single dwellings and three 
multiple dwelling units, for young 
adults with children and families.

On the Treasure Coast alone, 
approximately 55 young adults 
will age out of foster care this 
year.

The purpose of the YTC is to 
give youth a chance to make a 
positive, healthy transition into 
adulthood. An on-site case man-
ager will live at the center full time 
to help with everyday needs of the 
young adults.

The youth will be provided 
with educational and employ-
ment opportunities, as well as 
nutritious meals, and access to 
health and medical facilities. They 
will be provided with safe hous-
ing with which to build a stable 
future.

The YTC is not a free hand-
out to these youth, but rather a 
helping hand. Participants in the 
program must be working or be 
enrolled in school full time, main-
taining at least a 2.0 grade point 
average in order to receive fi nan-
cial assistance.

To make the YTC possible, 
the Children’s Home Society has 
launched a $5 million capital 
campaign and have already held 
the ground breaking ceremony 
on Sunday, Nov. 16, with comple-
tion scheduled for fall 2009.

Youth that have been in the 
foster care system face many 
challenges that are not prevalent 
in other children’s lives. Accord-
ing to the Child Welfare League 
of America, 30,000 children “age 
out” of foster care each year. 
Statistics show that these youth 
struggle to make it on their own.

Of those 30,000 youth, 25 per-
cent become homeless within 
one year of leaving foster care; 56 
percent are unemployed; 17 per-
cent of females are victims of vio-
lent acts such as rape or robbery; 
and 60 percent become parents 
within 3 years.

The YTC will strive to provide 
housing assistance, education 
and job training, employability 
skills, life skills training, profes-
sional counseling and mentoring 
to try to reduce these statistics in 
those that are able to reach out 
to.

The Children’s Home Society 
is looking for an individual in 
Okeechobee to be a member of 
their board to represent Okeecho-
bee County. In addition, they al-
ways accept donations such as 
monetary funds, cars, household 
items, furniture, and computers. 
They also need individuals who 
wish to donate their time to be a 
mentor or life coach to a former 
foster teen.

The YTC will be an extension 
of the services currently offered 
by Children’s Home Society. Cur-
rently, CHS provides day-to-day 
case management and hands-on 
help with challenges of daily liv-

ing to youth ages 18 to 23 who 
age out of the foster care system 
who are not eligible for state as-
sistance. They also operate a resi-
dential program, Baines Hall, for 
foster girls ages 12 to 18, that is 
located on the same property.

In 2005, the Council on Ac-
creditation for children and fami-
lies awarded CHS of Florida a 
four-year certifi cate marking 30 
years of continued accreditation, 

the longest of any child welfare 
agency in Florida. CHS is licensed 
by The Florida Department of 
Children and Families. CHS is a 
501(c)3 non-profi t organization.

For more information on how 
you can help visit www.Youth-
TransitionCenterTC.com or call 
772-489-5601.

Post your opinions in the Public 
Issues Forum at www.newszap.com. 

Reporter Chauna Aguilar can be 
reached at caguilar@newszap.com.
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Rate guaranteed for 180 days for  
balances of $25,000 or more

MONEY MARKET SAVINGS

3.75%
APY*

The best time to start saving is now.
Money Market Savings. Stop by any branch, visit NationalCity.com/SaveNow or call 1-800-622-7073.

Personal Banking

Now AAvailable tto 
The PPublic! 

Just PPick UUp AAtOur MMill

BANKRUPTCY
You may 

STOP CREDITOR CALLS DISCHARGE DEBTS

STOP FORECLOSURES

SSEAN M. MURRAY, P.A. 
210 N.W. Park Street, Suite 101, Okeechobee, Fl 34972

A debt relief agency

863-357-0084
FREE OFFICE OR TELEPHONE CONSULTATION
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Today: A chance of showers, with thunderstorms also possible 
after noon. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 80. Windy, with a south 
southwest wind between 10 and 20 mph, with gusts as high as 25 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Tonight: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 56. West southwest wind between 5 and 10 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Extended Forecast
Monday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high 

near 73. West wind between 5 and 10 mph. 

Monday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Partly cloudy, with a 

low around 46. West wind around 5 mph. 

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 66. North northwest wind between 5 

and 10 mph. 

Tuesday Night: Clear, with a low around 43. North northwest wind 

around 5 mph. 

Florida Lottery —  Here are 
the numbers selected Thursday 
AM in the Florida Lottery: Cash 3: 
8-0-3; Play 4: 1-1-1-4; Lotto: 4-19-
29-32-44-49; Fantasy 5: 13-21-22-
24-30. Numbers selected Thursday 
PM in the Florida Lottery: Cash 3: 
6-7-3; Play 4: 7-4-4-4.

Lotteries

Okeechobee Forecast

Published by Independent Newspapers, Inc.

To Reach Us
Address:
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D
Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: www.newszap.com

To Submit News
The Okeechobee News welcomes sub-
missions from its readers. Opinions,
calendar items, stories ideas and pho-
tographs are welcome. Call (863) 763-
3134 to reach our newsroom. Items
may be mailed, faxed or e-mailed.

E-Mail: okeenews@newszap.com
Speakout: (863) 467-2033

To Place A Display Ad
Phone: 863- 763-3134
E-Mail: okeeadsales@newszap.com

To Place A Classified Ad
Call 877-353-2424 to place a classified
advertisement from home.
Fax: 877-354-2424
E-Mail: classads@newszap.com

To Start or Stop A Paper
Phone: (800) 282-8586
E-mail: readerservices@newszap.com
The Okeechobee News is available
three times a week via home deliv-
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Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken
The OHS High School Rodeo Team 
tree sports purple and gold school 
colors with a cowboy hat on top.



Making our home 
towns better by 
providing fi nancial 
education.

OKEECHOBEE—“Because 
we care about the people in the 

home towns we serve,” said John 
Williams, Riverside Bank Region-
al President, “we are providing 
the following tips for consum-
ers to make better choices when 
purchasing gift cards this holiday 
season.”

•Only buy gift cards from rep-
utable sources. Stay away from 

online auction sites which may 
have counterfeit or fraudulently-
obtained cards.

•Some gift cards don’t have 
fees, but others do. Check the 
packaging for information on 
fees or look for a toll-free number 
or web site with full information. 
Some fees may be paid in cash, 
but others deduct fees from the 
card.

•Check for an expiration date. 
Some gift cards expire. If your 
card does, you may not be able 
to use it after the expiration date. 
Find out whether the card can be 
reissued with a new expiration 
date, and what the fee would be 
for issuing a new card.

•Don’t buy it if anything looks 
suspicious, like if protective stick-
ers have been removed or the 
codes on the back of the card 
have been scratched off to reveal 
a PIN number.

•Have the store cashier scan 

the gift card you’re buying in front 

of you. This refl ects the balance 

that you paid for it and protects 

against crooks who substitute 

worthless cards for the cards you 

think you are buying.

•Keep your original receipt if 

you need to verify the value of the 

card. Having the toll-free number 

that appears on the back of the 

card can be handy if your gift card 

is lost or doesn’t work.

•Never give your Social Secu-

rity number, date of birth or any 

other private information to any-

one when you purchase a gift 

card. No reputable company will 

ever ask for this information.

•A store gift card can often 

be used only at the store where it 

was purchased (or related stores). 

Some are used for purchases in 

selected malls. Other gift cards, 

like those with a connection 

to MasterCard® or VISA®, can 

typically be used wherever their 

credit cards are accepted. Some 

gift cards allow you to get cash at 

an ATM.

The information above comes 

from the American Bankers Asso-

ciation Education Foundation.

Riverside Bank provides gift card tips 

• Felonies &
Misdemeanors

• Drug 
Offenses

• Bond 
Reduction 

• Violation of 
Probation

• DUI/Traffic
• Domestic 

Violence
• Warrants/

Surrenders

• Child 
Custody

• Child 
Support

• Alimony

• Modifications

• Visitation

• Custody 
Disputes

ohleandohle@aol.com 24 hours, 7 days a week

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Green Day
Medical
Oncology

& Hematology of 
Fort Pierce &
Okeechobee

Se Habla Español
1231 N. Lawnwood Circle
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-5501

1006 N. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34972

(863) 357-4138

Ricardo J. Quintero-Herencia, MD

- Specializing in evidence based medicine for the 
treatment of cancer and blood disorders

- Combined Chemotherapy and Radiation 
Therapy treatment

- Medicare/Medicaid assignment accepted
- Consulting and Free Second Opinions 

Regarding Cancer
- All insurance plans accepted and filed
- Courtesy transportation provided

Now Accepting New Patients

Name Brands:
Cowgirl Tuff ,Cowgirl UP & More

Also:
Jewelry, Belts, Purses & Sunglasses

22854 SW 32854 SW 3 rdrd TerraceTerrace
(Next to (Next to Alibi’Alibi’s)s)

OkeechobeeOkeechobee
(863) 763-1707(863) 763-1707

Monday - Friday:  9am - 6pm

Saturday: 10am - 4pm
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Submitted photo

Wedding news
Mr. and Mrs. Tony and Jody Carter were joined in marriage 
on Oct. 28, 2008. The wedding was held at Maggie Valley, 
N.C. 

Submitted photo

Engwillers’ anniversary
Richard and Janet Engwiller will celebrate their 25th Anniversary on Dec. 3, 2008 (right). They were married on Dec. 3, 
1983 (left) by Judge Robert Lance Andrews in Pompano Beach, Fla.

Submitted photo

Happy Anniversary!
Maureen Melvin, Vern Melvin and Brian Elwell enjoy New 
Horizons’ 50th Anniversary Celebration. Vern was master 
of ceremonies for the special event.

Submitted photo/South Elementary

School Related 
Employee honored
In a school wide assembly at South Elementary, the School 
Related Employee of the Year was announced. Isaura Hen-
ry, who works as a Migrant Advocate at South Elementary 
and New Endeavor was selected as the 2008-2009 School 
Related Employee of the Year by the staff. Mrs. Henry has 
worked in the Migrant program since 2000. Mrs. Geeting, 
principal of South Elementary, presented a bouquet of 
fl owers to Mrs. Henry during the assembly. Congratula-
tions, Mrs. Henry!



Support appreciated
On Oct. 12, my husband 

passed away from a massive 
heart attack. This has been such 
a devastating time for me and 
our boys. Our lives will never be 
the same. Since that day I have 
been amazed by the generosity 
of people in this community and 
I want to personally say Thank 
You from the bottom of my heart 
to everyone that has helped me 
and the boys out. Words could 

never describe how I truly appre-
ciate everything that each and ev-
eryone of you have done for our 
family. Jimbo and I have lived in 
this town most of our lives and I 
am so proud to be a part of this 
wonderful giving community.

I would like to give a special 
thank you to certain people that 
have worked very hard organiz-
ing the softball tournament and 
the benefi t at the Brahma Bull. 
These people include: Jeneane 

and Ricky Rhuda, Jill Rogers, Mis-
sy Jones, Bridgett Hunter, Ginnifer 
and Jamie Mullis, Jay and Tomi 
Zeller, Orrin Wilkerson, Beverly 
Godwin, Kandi Lynn, Danielle 
Shockley and Debra Carter. You 
all have been my backbone 
through all of this.

I would like to thank anyone 
that has made donations to Jim-
bo’s memorial fund. I would like 
to thank everyone who made do-
nations for the concession stand, 
everyone that donated the items 
that were raffl ed off and every-
one that donated their time at the 
softball tournament and benefi t. 
Thank you to Kathy and Karrissa 
that donated the Brahma Bull 

to hold the benefi t. I would also
like to thank Dean and Theresa
Prescott, Corey Kirton, Spencer
Kirton, Frank Decarlo, John and
Debbie Sales, Billy Allen, Todd
Pearce, Okeeechobee Outfi tters,
Visiting Nursing Association, Ba-
con Bunch and Swine Time.

Thank you again to each and 
everyone of you. Your kindness
overwhelms me. If it weren’t for
you all I would not be able to
keep up the bills while I fi nished
my Registered Nursing School
which was a dream for me and
Jimbo.

Thank you,
Rebecca Gainer
Okeechobee

Okeechobee News, Sunday, November 30, 20084

PARADE: I see the Chamber of Commerce is advertising their 
Christmas parade again and this year they are really emphasizing that 
all entries must have decorations and holiday lights. It is a recurring 
problem that people just want to put an undecorated vehicle in the 
parade. That might be O.K. For a daytime parade. But for a night time 
Christmas parade you need holiday lights and decorations. If the car 
clubs don’t want to put decorations on the vehicles, just wait for the 
Speckled Perch Parade.

REFLECTIONS: I am calling about something in your section 
‘Refl ections from the Pulpit.’ People, people, read this with an open 
heart. It came out on Nov. 23, it is so true and we have to get back to 
this in order to save ourselves. Read it with an open heart I beg you, 
because we’re lost.

RAMP FEE: I just got back into town and I heard that there is a $5 
ramp fee at the boat ramp at Scott Driver in Okee-Tantie park. I don’t 
have any information on that and was wondering, where are we sup-
posed to pay that? I have tried to call the county offi ces, but I couldn’t 
get an answer. So how does that work? Editor’s note: Apparently, you 
were given some misinformation. There is no fee to use the county 
boat ramp. There is a usage fee for tournaments to use the electricty, 
tanks and air-conditioned facility at Scott Driver.

CULTURE: Okeechobee was quite the place to be last weekend 
with a world class horse jumping show at the Agri-Civic Center and a 
wonderful concert featuring musicians who have worked with some 
of the best orchestras in the country. Anyone who says there is noth-
ing to do in this town is not looking. The Community Theatre group 
put on a wonderful play just a few weeks ago and not long before that 
the high school drama class presented a very professional production 
of a classic play. Okeechobee is not just about rodeos, fi shing and 
driving big trucks. There is a wide variety of entertainment available if 
you just read the paper.

LOCAL NEWS: I really like the paper much better than you are 
concentrating on the local news only. And the paper is full of local 
news and photos every issue, so it doesn’t look like there is any short-
age of things to write about. Now that you are all local again, I just 
wish you would bring back Okee Effi e. Her column was hilarious. 
Editor’s note: We miss “Effi e” too. But she is no longer with us. Twila 
Valentine, who wrote the “Okee Effi e” column, died several years 
ago.

SCHOOLS: Why does it seem like the same schools in Okeecho-
bee are over achieving year after year and conversely others are under 
achieving year after year? Could it be the way they’re being adminis-
tered?

FCAT: The FCAT has messed up the whole school system as we 
once knew it. The only thing the schools (The higher ups) worry about 
is the low 25 percent of each grade. If they can somehow raise their 
scores, they will get their share of the moola. It’s all about money, at 
the smart kids’ expense. Why take kids who are straight A students 
and put them in a class with kids who haven’t a clue? This brings 
teachers teaching down to these students so they can “get it” while 
the smart ones are bored to tears cause the challenge isn’t there! What 
needs to be done is have some kind of enrichment program started. 
Then you can have all the kids who make great grades and actually 
care about where they end up in life. Challenge each other and excel, 
maybe even skip a grade. Keep the ones whose parents send them to 
school to be a glorifi ed babysitter and who could care less about their 
future separate from the ones who do. On another note, if there were 
a good private school here, I would gladly sacrifi ce to get my kids out 
of the public school system here in a heartbeat.

SHOP AT HOME: With the economy in such sad shape, it would 
be a big help to the local businesses if folks would try to shop in town 
for their Christmas gifts this year. When you consider the gas it takes 
to drive to the coast, it’s often less expensive to buy locally.

ARSON: In regard to the reports of arson suspected in the Trea-
sure Island fi res, people need to be on the lookout. Three fi res in the 
same area is really frightening. We are very lucky that so far, no one 
has been injured.

FUNDRAISERS: I completely agree with the callers who are sick 
and tired of having to deal with so many fundraisers for the schools. 
We pay school taxes. Our kids should not have to keep selling all this 
junk to make more money for the schools. I have two kids and al-
ready this school year, they have brought home six different fundrais-
ers between them. Our friends and family are feeling the pinch from 
the economy. We do not have money to throw away on this junk, but 
the kids are made to feel bad if they don’t sell whatever the school or 
team has been given to sell. And on top of that, the kids in my neigh-
borhood and the children of the people I work with are hitting me up 
to buy junk for their schools as well. 

HORSES: I believe Sunday is the last day for the horse jumping 
show at the Agri-Civic Center. If you haven’t already gone to see this, 
it is worth a trip. The horses are so much larger than the ones we are 
used to seeing around here and they are just beautiful.

CEMETERY: Is anyone else having problems with items being sto-
len from the graves at Evergreen Cemetery? How low can you be to 
steal from a grave? It is just such an insult and so hurtful. When you 
to visit a loved one’s grave and see that the things you put there to 
make it look nice are gone, it just makes the loss of that loved one that 
much harder. Shame on anyone who would steal from a grave.

INDIA: I am concerned that the terrorist attacks in India are just 
the start of trouble all over the world. And a big part of the mess 
is due to the unscrupulous banking offi cials and real estate people 
who wrecked the economy in order to make a quick profi t for them-
selves.

PLANNING BOARD: I am glad the planning board turned down 
the concrete plant’s proposal to put so many dwellings on 5 acres. 
Cramming that many people in a small area is just not a good idea. 
It would not be fair to the neighbors, who bought there and built 
homes in a residential area.

WATER: In regard to needing water restrictions year round, did 
you know that 25 percent fo the water used in south Florida is for 
watering lawns. If people just stopped watering lawns, that would 
free up a fourth of the water supply. Plant native grass and plants and 
you don’t need to ever water the lawn. Just let nature take care of it. 
I have not watered my lawn at all in 20 years and it is still growing. 
Sure there were times that it got brown for a while, but that is normal. 
Having an adequate water supply for people and animals to drink is 
more important than having a picture-perfect lawn.

SUGAR: The U.S. Sugar stockholders should get to decide which 
plan to accept. I don’t like the secret meetings between the U.S. Sugar 
board of directors and the South Florida Water Management District. 
The stockholders should be allowed to vote on it. The offer from the 
Lawrence Group sounds like it might be better for the employees and 
stockholders. Maybe it’s not the best deal for the top managers, but 
the stockholders should get to vote.

RECYCLING: I agree that we need more curbside recycling in 
Okeechobee. If we had curbside recycling in Lazy 7, I would use it 
and I think my neighbors would too. They talk about it a little during 
the elections, but we have been waiting to be added to curbside recy-
cling for years and nothing ever happens.

CHURCH: This holiday season, if you are feeling alone, consider 
attending one of Okeechobee’s many churches. There are so many, 
you are sure to fi nd one that fi ts you. Remember, church is a hospital 
for sinners, not a museum for saints. If you have done wrong in your 
life, church is exactly where you should be. You don’t have to be a 
true believer. Even if you only go for the music, the company, the 
change of scenery or the coffee and fellowship after the services, you 
are welcome. While you are there, you might just hear something 
that makes sense to you.

Speak Out
Speak Out has moved online, where it is quicker and 

easier to share your ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the community name and your 
local or state Public Forum. There, you can create new
topics or comment on existing topics. You can also e-mail 
comments to okeenews@newszap.com or call 863-467-2033, 
but online comments get posted faster and not all phone calls 
can be printed. What follows is a sampling of some of the 
discussions currently taking place. Thanks for participating!

Letters to the Editor

 OPINION

Sunday, Nov. 30
A.A. meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 

200 N.W. Third St. It will be an open step meeting.

A.A. open 12 step meeting from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Church 

of Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street

Okeechobee, FL 34972, (Behind Napa Auto Parts)

A.A. weekend noon meeting, Open Discussion; The Just for Today 

Club of Okeechobee is not affi liated with any 12-step fellowships. 

N.A. Sickest Of The Sick, Open Discussion, 7 p.m.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. at the First United 

Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St. This will be an open meeting.

Monday, Dec. 1
Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 

Okeechobee, (Behind Napa Auto Parts) N.A. Sickest Of The Sick Open

Discussion at 7 p.m. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is not af-

fi liated with any 12-step fellowships.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. at the First United 

Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St. This will be an open meeting.

Okeechobee Model Airplane Club will meet at the Peace

Lutheran Church, 750 N.W. 23rd Lane at 7 p.m. For information,

contact Robert Rosada at 863-467-5440.

Okeechobee Senior Singers meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Okeechobee

Presbyterian Church, 312 North Parrott Ave. Everyone who enjoys

singing is invited. For information or to schedule an appearance for

your organization or group, contact Marge Skinner at 863-532-0449.

Artful Appliquers is a recently formed chapter in Okeechobee.

This chapter meets at the Turtle Cove Clubhouse, 10 Linda Road,

Okeechobee on Mondays from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. Turn left at the

Moose lodge and go around the curve just past the church. Bring a

lunch and join us for a fun day of applique. Everyone is welcome. For

more information please contact Karen Graves at 863-763-6952.

Tuesday, Dec. 2
Rotary Club of Okeechobee meets each Tuesday at noon at

Golden Corral Restaurant, 700 S. Parrott Ave. The meetings are open

to the public. For information, contact Maureen Budjinski at 863-484-

0110.

Just for Today Club of Okeechobee, 101 N.W. Fifth Street, 

Okeechobee, (Behind Napa Auto Parts) N.A. Nowhere Left To Go 

Group Open Discussion at noon. N.A. Sickest Of The Sick Group Open 

Discussion. The Just for Today Club of Okeechobee is not affi liated

with any 12 step fellowships.

New A.A. Meeting in Basinger: There is now an A.A. meeting in 

Basinger on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the Basinger Christian Brethren

Church on 700-A, north off U.S. 98. Beginners are welcome.

New Beginning’s meeting of Narcotics Anonymous will be 

held on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. at Believers Fellowship

Church, 300 S.W. Fifth Ave. It will be an open discussion meeting. For

more information call Monika Allen at 863-801-3244. 

Al-Ateen - meeting will be held at the Church of Our Saviour, 200

N.W. Third St., at 7 p.m. For more information, please call Amy at 863-

763-8531 or Dan 561-662-2799. 

Al-Anon meeting will be held at the Church of Our Saviour, 200

N.W. Third St., at 8 p.m.

A.A. Closed discussion meeting from 8 until 9 p.m. at the Church of 

Our Savior, 200 N.W. Third St.

Family History Center meets from 1 until 5 p.m. at the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 310 S.W. Sixth St. Anyone interested in

fi nding who your ancestors are is welcome to attend. There is Census,

IGI (International Genealogical Index), Social Security Death Index

and military information available. For information, call The Family

History Center at 863-763-6510 or Richard Smith at 863-261-5706 for

special appointments.

Gospel Sing every Tuesday beginning at 7 p.m. The public 

is invited to participate with vocal and/or instrumental music. For

information, contact Douglas Chiropractic Center at 863-763-4320.

Widows and Widowers support group meets at 7:30 - 8 a.m. 

at the Clock Restaurant, 1111 S. Parrott Ave., for breakfast. For

information, June Scheer at 863-634-8276

The Gathering Church Overcomers Group meets at 7:30 

p.m. in the fellowship hall, 1735 S.W. 24th Ave. This is a men’s only

meeting. For information, call Earl at 863-763-0139.

The Okeechobee Lions Club meets at 7 p.m. at the Golden 

Corral Restaurant, 700 S. Parrott Ave. Anyone interested in becoming

a member is welcome. For information, contact Elder Sumner at 863-

763-6076.

Bible study at the Living Word of Faith Church, 1902 S. Parrott 

Ave., at 7 p.m. Informal and informative discussions bring many Bible

truths to life. The public is invited.

Grief and Loss Support Group meets every Tuesday at 10 a.m.

at the Hospice Building, 411 S.E. Fourth St. Everyone is welcome. For

information, contact Brenda Nicholson at 863-467-2321.

Community Country Gospel will meet at 7 p.m. at the church 

next to Douglas Clinic on North Park St. Any individual or group that

enjoys old time gospel music is invited to participate. For information,

contact Dr. Edward Douglas at 863-763-4320.

A.A. meeting will be held from noon to 1 p.m. at the First United 

Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St. This will be an open meeting.

The First United Methodist Church, 200 N.W. Second St., will
be hosting God’s Time -- a morning of free organized Christian
activities that includes play, instruction and interaction for parents
and their pre-school children. The event will be held each Tuesday
from 9:30 a.m. until noon. Child care will be provided for infants
during the class. For information, call 863-763-4021.

Haven of Rest Church, 2947 S.W. Third Terr., holds meetings 

for persons with alcohol and drug related problems at 6 p.m. For

information call 863-357-3053.

Compulsive overeaters are invited to a weekly meeting, Overeaters 
Anonymous (OA) meets at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 

312 N. Parrott Avenue on Tuesdays, 6 until 7 p.m. (Use 4th Street

entrance.) Overeaters Annonymous is not a diet club. There are 

no dues, fees or weigh-ins. The only requirement for membership is a

desire to stop eating compulsively. For more information call Loretta

at 863-763-7165 or 863-697-0206.

The Lighthouse Refuge Support Group is for women who are 

hurting, homeless or been abused. They meet on the fi rst and third

Tuesday of every month from noon until 2 p.m. at First Baptist Church,

401 S.W. Fourth St., and on the second and fourth Tuesday of every

month from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. at the Red Cross, 323 N. Parrott Ave.

For more information call Donna Dean at 863-801-9201 or 863-357-

2106.
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God descends in 
devastating 
humility and 
frightening silence

By Loy Mershimer
Okeechobee Presbyterian 
Church, Pastor

How does Jesus enter our con-
fused world? Those who know 
Him have discovered a necessity 
of silence to the entrance of God. 
It is a lesson of transformation, re-
peated in every heart that learns 
His ways. Kierkegaard puts it this 
way:

In silence the Incarnate Word 
tumbled out of heaven into our 
world. It is in silence that the Eter-
nal Word is born in our hearts.

We keep Advent best in silence 
— in great humility before the 
Word. In bowing now before the 
Word who once bowed so low, 
we fi nd, miraculously, that we are 
born again for our world.

J.B. Phillips links this silence 
with “fright,” since there is some-
thing in humans that fl ees the 
silence where God is encoun-
tered. He also links it with a kind 
of “devastating humility,” such 
humility that destroys our pride 
and old ways of life: barriers to 
His presence. Thus is the Advent 
of God!

By far the most signifi cant 
event in the whole course of hu-
man history will be celebrated, 
with or without understanding, 
at the end of this season, Advent. 
What we are in fact celebrating is 
the awe-inspiring humility of God, 
and no amount of familiarity with 
the trappings of Christmas should 
ever blind us to it. God’s inter-
vening into human history came 
about with an almost frightening 
quietness and self-effacement, 
and as millions will testify, He will 
come once again with the same 
silence and the same devastating 
humility into any heart ready to 
receive Him.

Would you like to receive the 
descended Word this Advent? Be-

gin to seek Him in His terms of 
humility and silence — things we 
naturally fl ee.

Our world compulsively tries 
to manage Him, reducing Him to 
platitudes of comfort, security and 
family — surely nothing related to 
inner silence and “devastating hu-
mility!” But this is an idol. It is not 
the living Word.

Phillips terms the Incarnation 
a “towering miracle” that pre-
scients the manner of His return 
— in hearts now and also at the 
culmination of history: 

Behind all our fun and games 
at Christmastime, we should not 
try to escape a sense of awe, al-
most a sense of fright, at what 
God has done. We must never 
allow anything to blind us to the 
true signifi cance of what hap-
pened at Bethlehem so long ago. 
Nothing can alter the fact that we 
live on a visited planet.

We shall be celebrating no 
beautiful myth, no lovely piece of 
traditional folklore, but a solemn 
fact. God has been here once his-
torically, but, as millions will tes-
tify, He will come again with the 
same silence and the same dev-
astating humility into any human 
heart ready to receive Him.

Do we often think of the com-
ing of Christ in terms of “fright” 
and awe? Perhaps we should. 
The original “shock and awe” 
campaign was the descent of the 
Word into our world. It shook 
Hell to its core, and will shake the 
hell in us… in devastating humil-
ity and frightening silence.

Advent is a call to walk away 
from the security of human idola-
try and clamor of human wisdom 
into the “towering miracle” of the 
silent Word whose actions still 
echo in those who receive Him 
for who He is.

He will come to you, mysteri-
ously and mystically, this Advent.

Indeed, He is already at the 
door.

Will you open and be changed? 
Will you accept His humility and 
silence?

Amen.

Refl ections from the Pulpit

Submitted photo

Looking Back
1950 Cheerleaders at Okeechobee High School includ-
ed (left to right) Mary Wright, Lorene Leitner, “Dinkie” 
Thomas, Irene Leitner and Sybil Thomas. This old pho-
to is courtesy of Thomas Markham, online at www.tom-
mymarkham.com. Do you have an old photo to share? 
Email it to okeenews@newszap.com.



TALL AHA SSEE—Attorney 
General Bill McCollum an-
nounced a judgment has been 
entered in the lawsuit against a 
series of companies accused of 

defrauding thousands of consum-
ers who sought assistance for 
debt management. The judgment 
permanently bars Florida-based 
defendants Laura L. Hess and her 

affi liated companies from engag-
ing in debt settlement and/or debt 
management-related services.

“Instead of the assistance they 
were promised, thousands of 
cash-strapped consumers found 
themselves even deeper in debt,” 
said Attorney General McCollum. 
“By shutting down these opera-
tions, we’re sending a strong mes-
sage that the Attorney General’s 
Offi ce will not tolerate scam art-
ists who prey on the vulnerable.”

The Attorney General’s Eco-
nomic Crimes Division fi led a 
lawsuit against Hess and her 
companies, Laura Hess & Asso-
ciates; P.A.; Hess Kennedy Char-
tered LLC; and the Consumer 
Law Center LLC in February, ac-
cusing them of signing thousands 
of credit card debtors up for debt 
management services and claim-
ing her law fi rm would provide 
legal services to cancel debts for 
pennies on the dollar. Consumers 
were falsely told they did not have 
to pay creditors, which led to law-
suits and other actions against nu-
merous debtors.

As a result of that lawsuit, 
Laura Hess and the Hess Ken-
nedy companies are currently in 
receivership under Receiver Dan-
iel J. Stermer and last month, at 
the Receiver’s request, a Broward 
County judge ordered Hess’s 
companies be liquidated and set-
tlements be reached to help pro-

vide restitution to affected con-

sumers. Shortly after that ruling, 

Capital One announced a $1.8 

million settlement forgiving the 

credit card debt of approximately 

18,000 consumers nationwide, in-

cluding nearly 1,900 Florida resi-

dents, who contracted with the 

Hess Kennedy companies for the 

fraudulent services.

Pursuant to a separate settle-

ment approved by the Court be-

tween HSBC Bank Nevada, N.A. 

and the Receiver, HSBC will for-

give the credit card debt of nearly 

6,000 additional consumers who 

fell victim to Hess and her com-

panies.

The consent judgment an-

nounced last week also requires 

the defendant companies to re-

imburse the Attorney General’s 

Offi ce for fees and costs related to 

the investigation and litigation, as 

well as future expenses incurred 

from other lawsuits arising from 

the defendants’ operations. The 

payment amount will be deter-

mined by the Court in connection 

with the claims process instituted 

by the Receiver and could total 

$400,000. Hess’s license to prac-

tice law was also suspended by 

the Florida Supreme Court this 

summer and is pending revoca-

tion.

A Receiver is a court-appoint-

ed individual who takes control 

of the operations of a company 

or companies for the purpose of 

protecting assets and customers 

under the authority of the court.

The following fi ve people are 
among Okeechobee’s Most Want-
ed persons. There are active war-
rants for each of them. The criteria 
for making Okeechobee’s Most 
Wanted top fi ve is based on the se-
verity of the crime in conjunction 
with the age of the warrant.

If you have any information 
on the whereabouts of any of 
Okeechobee’s Most Wanted you 
can call the Treasure Coast Crime 
Stoppers at 1 (800) 273-TIPS 
(8477). If you call Treasure Coast 
Crimes Stoppers, you have the op-
tion of remaining anonymous. You 
can also receive a reward if the in-
formation results in an arrest.

Alieta Aleen, 31, aka Brian 
White, Manford Clifford White; 
Black male; No known address; 
Wanted for failure to appear on 
bail - robbery with other weap-
on.

Rigoberto Gama Chavez, 

31, Arson.

Estavan Villegas-Urbina, 
21, Robbery.

Angie Bor-
jas aka Steven-
son, 29; DOB: 

0 3 / 0 8 / 1 9 7 9 , 

Poss. of Meth-

amphetamines, 

Poss. of Drug 

Paraphernalia.

Wilbert Per-
ez-Borja, 25, 

H/M, Poss Cannabis more than 20 

Grams; possession with intent to 

sell.

Okeechobee’s Most Wanted

Women Love
Okeechobee Medical Cosmetic Center

look
great

by reversing

sun & aging
damage...

• Brown & Red Spots

• Facial & Leg Veins

• Irregular Skin Color

• Rosacea

• Chin & Lip Hair

• Wrinkles

• The “Frown of Aging”

• Reduce or Eliminate Facial 
Lumps & Bumps

SKIN LASER • RESTYLANE • BOTOX
(all FDA approved)

Free Consultation
Botanical Cosmeceuticals (Skin Care Products & Sunscreens)
Make Your Botox, Laser & Restylane Appointment Today!

Leland M. Heller, M.D.
1713 Hwy 441 N., Suite E • Okeechobee, FL 34972

467-8771

$100 OFF ~ First Treament
Good till May 15, 2009

FAMILY LAW

CIVIL LITIGATIONCRIMINAL DEFENSE

-DIVORCE -CUSTODY

-CHILD SUPPORT

-ADOPTION -ALIMONY

-PATERNITY -MODIFICATION

-DEPENDENCY

-PROPERTY SETTLEMENT

-GENERAL LITIGATION

-EVICITIONS

-FORECLOSURES

-QUIET TITLE

-CONTRACTS

-SUBROGATIONS

-FELONIES -MISDEMEANORS

-DUI/DWLS -JUVENILE

-DRUG OFFENSES -APPEALS

-PROBATION VIOLATIONS

-DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

LAW OFFICES 
of 

GLENN J. SNEIDER, LC 
200 SW 9th Street 

Okeechobee, FL 34974
www. sneiderlaw.com 

863-467-6570 SE HABLA ESPANOL

Tickets: Adults - $5.50 • Children 12 & under - $4.50
Senior Citizens - $4.50 all movies • Matinees - $4.00

Nov. 28Nov. 28th th thruthru Dec. 4Dec. 4thth

For Info, Call 763-7202For Info, Call 763-7202

THEATRE I
“TWILIGHT”

Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues. &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.

THEATRE II
“BOLT”

Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues. &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00. PG

THEATRE III
“FOUR CHRISTMASES”

Fri. @ 7:00 & 9:00. Sat., Sun. &
Wed. @ 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00.
Mon.,@ 3:00 & 7:00. Tues. &

Thurs. @ 7:00 & 9:00.

PG-13

Monday Night Bargain Night
7pm only • $1.00 per person

PG

WWINTER HAVEN RV

Come See Why 
We Are the # 1 

Park Model Dealer 
in Florida“When Quality Matters”

Featuring 

WWWW.WINTERHAVENRV.NET • WHRV_PM@YAHOO.COMM

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU !
24691 Hwy 27 North, Lake Wales, FL 33859

5335  Hwy 441 Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-439-7576 • 863-763-0020

$10.00
OFF COUPON

1 FREE
RANGE BALLS

FREE
1 FREE 30 MIN. GOLF
LESSON PER PERSON

BELLE GLADE
WEEKENDS/WEEKDAYS

$35 (7-12) $30
$25 (12-C) $20

561-996-6605
2619 W. Canal St. North
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State reaches settlement over scheme

Estavan 
Villegas -
Urbina

Rigoberto 
Gama 
Chavez

Wilbert
Perez-Borja

Angie Borjas
aka. 
Stevenson

Alieta Aleen

Neighborhood Watch

They’re watching you...
Taylor Creek Condominiums, 3124 U.S. 414 S.E., is the 
latest addition to the Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
Neighborhood Watch Program. A group of residents was 
required to attend three monthly meetings in order to get 
their group certifi ed as an active neighborhood watch pro-
gram. In that group were: Anne Atkins, Myrna Steele, Shir-
ley Varner, Martha Hawkins, Sharon Manos, Bill Steele, 
Vivian Douglas, Gloria Maloney, Fred Hawkins and Barry 
Woonton. Anyone wanting to participate in the watch pro-
gram can contact OCSO Deputy Corporal Keith Stripling 
at 863-763-6064, or stop by the Crime Prevention Offi ce at 
1661 N.W. 24th Blvd. in the Okeechobee County Industrial 
Park.

The U.S. Census Bureau is 
gearing up for the 2010 Census—
and it needs help to ensure every-
one is counted. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
temporary workers are needed 
to fi ll a variety of census positions 
across the country. Area residents 
can apply to earn good weekly 
pay, enjoy fl exible hours and be 
part of a historic opportunity to 
serve their communities.

Every 10 years, the Census Bu-
reau is required by the U.S. Con-
stitution to count each person re-
siding in the United States. 

Short-term 2010 Census jobs 
are ideal for retirees, college stu-
dents, recent high school gradu-
ates, stay-at-home parents, those 
seeking a second job to earn extra 
cash and others seeking part-time 
work. Census jobs also offer fl ex-
ible schedules and paid training, 
along with reimbursement for au-
thorized mileage and expenses. 

2010 Census job applicants 
must be at least 18 years old, have 
a valid Social Security Number, 
and be able to pass a background 
check and take an employment 
test that measures knowledge, 
skills and abilities required to per-
form a variety of census jobs.

Those interested in applying 
for temporary jobs may do so by 
contacting their Early Opening 
Local Census Offi ce. 

For more information on tem-
porary employment with the 
Census Bureau, or to schedule an 
appointment to take an employ-
ment test and submit an applica-
tion, call the toll-free 2010 Census 
Jobs Line: 1-866-861-2010. TTY 
Callers: Please use the Federal Re-
lay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

More information is also avail-
able at  www.2010censusjobs.
gov.

2010 
Census 
brings 
local jobs



Ministerial group has 
5th Sunday Service 

The Ministerial Association of 
Okeechobee will hold a fi fth Sun-
day service on Sunday, Nov. 30, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Osceola Middle 
School gym. It will be hosted by 
More 2 Life Ministries. Come join 
them for praise and worship. 
Speakers will be Rev. Cary Mc-
Kee, Senior Pastor, and Rev. Loy 
Mershimer, Pastor, Okeechobee 
Presbyterian Church, and more. 
For more information call Rev. 
Dr. Paul E. Jackson Sr. at 863-824-
0887.

Habitat for Humanity 
holds fundraiser

Habitat for Humanity will hold 
a 50/50 drawing fundraiser. Tick-
ets are available at Regions Bank, 
1 for $1 or 6 for $5. The winner 
will be notifi ed on Dec. 1.

Manufactured housing 
installation course

Dec. 4, from 8 a.m. until noon 
a Course for Manufactured Hous-
ing Installation will be held at the 
Okeechobee County Civic Center. 
The event will be sponsored by 
the Okeechobee County Building 
Department. There is no charge 
for this course. John O. Priester, 
Jr. is the instructor from the De-
partment of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles. To R.S.V.P. or for 
more information call Faye Huff-
man at 863-763-5548 ext. 3001.

OCA holds annual 
spaghetti dinner

Okeechobee Christian Acad-
emy will hold its 13th Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser on 
Friday, Dec. 5, from 11 a.m. until 
2 p.m. (drive thru only) and Sat-
urday, Dec. 6, from 11 a.m. until 7 
p.m. (eat in, drive thru, bake sale) 
Dinner includes spaghetti, green 
beans and roll, (tea or coffee dine 
in only) for a $5 donation. A silent 
auction will be held on Saturday 
from 3 until 6 p.m. and their fi rst 
Chapel Quilt Show will be held 
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. For infor-
mation call 863-763-3072.

Annual craft bazaar 
and luncheon planned

The Third Annual craft bazaar 
and luncheon at Buckhead Ridge 
Christian Church, 1167 Linda 
Road (BHR) will be held on Sat-
urday, Dec. 6, from 8 a.m. until 
2 p.m. For more information call 
the Church at 863-357-6500.

BHR VFW host 
Pancake breakfast

The Buckhead Ridge VFW will 
be hosting a pancake breakfast. 
All you can eat pancakes on Dec. 
6, from 8 until 11 a.m. for a $4 do-
nation. For information call 863-
532-9015 or 863-467-8220.

Bowl for a cure
You can help the concerned 

citizens of Okeechobee by bowl-
ing for a cure for cancer at at 
Bowl-A-Thon on Saturday, Dec. 
6, at Stardust Lanes from 7 until 
10 p.m. Entry fee is $15 per per-
son or $60 per team (4-persons), 
includes shoes and three games 
of bowling. Lane sponsorships 
are available for $100. For more 
information contact Frank Riddle 
at 863-447-1174. All proceeds will 
benefi t the American Cancer So-
ciety.

Red Cross has Health 
and Safety classes

The Okeechobee Branch of 
the American Red Cross will be 
holding the following the follow-
ing Health & Safety classes in De-
cember:  Monday, Dec. 8, - Infant/
Child CPR at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 10, - Adult CPR/AED at 6 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 15, - First Aid 
Basics at  6 p.m. All classes are 
held at their Branch offi ce located 
at 323 N. Parrott Ave. To register, 
or for more information call 863-
763-2488.

AARP Driver Safety 
Class offered

Tuesday, Dec. 9 and Wednes-
day, Dec. 10, Nell Bostwick will 
instructing an AARP Driver Safety 
Class at the Okeechobee County 
Extension Offi ce, 458 Hwy 98 W., 
from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. each day. 
Tuition fee is $10 per person to 
cover work books. There are no 
tests, but you must attend both 
days to obtain your certifi cate. 
Contact your insurance company 
to see if you qualify for a discount. 
Most insurance companies in 
Florida do. Please bring a check 
or money order for $10, please 
no cash. You do not have to be a 
member of AARP to attend these 
classes. For information or to sign 
up for the class please call Nell 
Bostwick at 863-763-4134.

Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe celebrated

The feast of our Lady of Gua-
dalupe will be held on Friday, 
Dec. 12 at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, 901 S.W. Okeechobee. 
Outdoor procession will take 
place in the parking lot before 
the 8 p.m. mass. There will be 
a special celebration beginning 
at 9 p.m. on the grounds of the 
church. We will have ethnic food 
and everyone is welcome. Admis-
sion and parking is free. For more 
information call 863-763-3727.

Local authors visit 
library program

On Friday, Dec. 12, at the 
Okeechobee Library, mystery 
author, Deborah Sharp, and 
children’s author, Jan Day, will 
discuss how and why they write 
books set in rural Florida. Ms. 
Sharp, a former USA reporter, set 
her mystery in a little town north 
of the lake, just like Okeechobee. 
Book signing and reception to fol-
low. For more information please 
call the library at: 863-763-3536.

Coast Guard Auxiliary 
to do vessel exams

Okeechobee-The Lake is back 
and so are we. Flotilla 57 - U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary we are 
ready to do vessel exams. They 
are free and we will come to you, 
we make house calls. Call 863-
763-9570 to make and appoint-
ment to examine your boat and 
get it certifi ed with a sticker.

YMS collecting printer 
cartridges

Yearling Middle School (YMS) 
is collecting empty printer and 
copy toner cartridges. They are 
sent in for credits that go toward 
school supplies to be used by all 
students. To donate empty printer 
or toner cartridges, they can be 
dropped off at YMS, 925 N.W. 
23rd Lane or at the Stitchin’ Post, 
620 S. Parrott Ave. Or call Miss 
Webb at 863-462-5056 or Linda at 
863-467-1484 for free pickup.

Sour Orange Fest 
planned

Lakeport will have the Sour 
Orange Festival on Saturday, Jan. 
10, (new date for 2009). They are 
looking for vendors, volunteers, 
and patrons. If interested call 
863-227-4323 or attend the next 
Lakeport Community Association 
meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 4, at 
7:30 at the Community Center.

Low cost spay/neuter 
available

Low cost spay/neuter vouch-
ers for dogs and cats. Participating 
veterinarians in Vero Beach. For 
information, call United Humani-
tarians Port St. Lucie volunteer: 
772-335-3786. Email: Petscry1@
bellsouth.net. Okeechobee veteri-
narians are invited to participate. 
in this low cost spay/neuter pro-
gram.

Limited edition 
ornaments on sale

The Okeechobee Retired 
Educators will be selling their 
third limited edition ornament 
for Christmas 2008. Ornaments 
are 24k gold on brass, includes a 
numbered certifi cate with histori-
cal information. Ornaments are 
$15. Proceeds fund their scholar-
ship. The 2008 ornament is the 
Old County Courthouse. They 
will also have 2007 and 2006 or-
naments available in a limited 
quantity for those who wish to get 
those. To purchase an ornament 
call Gay Carlton at 863-763-5755, 
Kay McCool at 863-763-2829, Pau-
lette Whipple at 863-467-2487, 
Marion Davis at 863-763-3991 or 
Regina Hamrick at 863-763-8865.

State Veterans 
nursing homes

Are you a veteran in need of a 
nursing home or assisted living fa-
cility? The Florida Department of 
Veterans Affairs can help you. The 
Department operates fi ve veterans 
nursing homes and one assisted 
living facility throughout the state, 
with a new nursing home being 
built near St. Augustine. The basic 
admission criteria for all of the fa-
cilities is an honorable discharge, 
Florida residency for one year pri-
or to admission and certifi cation 
of need of assisted living facility or 
skilled nursing care. The VA Nurs-
ing homes are located in Daytona 
Beach, Land O’ Lakes, Pembroke 
Pines, Springfi eld (Panhandle) 
and Port Charlotte with the VA As-
sisted Living Facility being located 
in Lake City. For further informa-
tion on VA nursing homes contact 
the County Veteran’s Service Of-
fi cer, Betsy Grinslade at 863-763-
8124.

Historical Society 
collects info for book

Mrs. Betty Williamson, from 
the Historical Society is in the 
process of writing a book about 
Okeechobee Women. She is look-
ing for all of the Speckled Perch 
Queens from 1968 to recent. 
Please call the Chamber of Com-
merce at 863-763-6464 or Betty 
Williamson at 863-763-3850 if you 
are able to help. The Queens will 
be listed in the book.

Ladies Auxiliary 
Spaghetti Night

The VFW Post 10539 Ladies 
Auxiliary will hold a Tuesday 
night spaghetti night. All you can 
eat spaghetti, garlic bread and 
salad for a $5 donation. The din-
ner starts at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome. For more information 
call 863-763-2308.

Join the Red Hatters
For ladies looking for fun and 

meeting some new lady friends, 
the Red Hat Group is looking for 
ladies to join who want to do 
things. For information call 863-
763-5836 or 863-357-1944.

Grief support group 
for parents

A grief and healing group dedi-
cated to helping parents deal with 
the loss of a child will meet at 
the Red Cross Building on Thurs-
day nights from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
For more information contact 
Georgene at 863-763-2957.

Rescue available for 
local wildlife

Florida Wildlife Rescue Ser-
vice Inc. is a non profi t orga-
nization providing free rescue, 
pick up, and transport of sick, 
injured and orphaned wildlife in 
the Okeechobee area. We are 
licensed by the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion to provide these services. If 
you fi nd a wild bird or animal in 
need of assistance please contact 
us at 863-634-1755. 

Donate cars to Boys 
and Girls Clubs

Now that the price of scrap 
metal has sharply risen, the Boys 
and Girls Car Campaign will ac-
cept most any car with no restric-
tions. Cars will be picked up any-
where in Florida, usually within a 
week, and are sold at auction. To 
donate, call 800-246-0493. Funds 
obtained by the sales go directly 
to help the Florida clubs.

Advocacy group 
seeking members

The Florida Local Advocacy 
Council in this area has openings 
for membership. The members 
of the volunteer council protect 
and advocate for a better quality 
of life for Floridians with unique 
needs. Volunteers are appointed 
by the governor for a four-year 
term. Local meetings are held on 
the second Tuesday of the month 
in Fort Pierce. Call Penina Popper 
at 800-342-0825 for information; 
or, visit www.fl oridasac.org.

Parent education 
classes offered

The Okeechobee County 
Healthy Start Coalition will be of-
fering parenting education classes 
for infants to age 3. All pregnant 
women and parents are encour-
aged to attend. Each participant 
will receive a gift. This adults-only 
parenting class consists of six, 
one-hour classes. You must attend 
all six classes to get a certifi cate 
of completion. We now have day 
and evening classes available. No 
child care will be available. Call 
863-462-5877 for registration.

Career Center helps 
in job search

The One Stop Career Center, 
209 S.W. Park St., has services 
available at no charge to help 
people in their search for the right 
employee or job. For more, visit 
their web site at www.tcjobs.org; 
or, call 863-462-5350.

Martha’s House 
collecting cell phones

Martha’s House is collecting 
used cell phones to return for 
money. Martha’s House can also 
have them 9-1-1 activated for par-
ticipants. If you have any used cell 
phones to donate call 863-763-
2893, or drop them off at their 
administrative offi ce at 103 N.W. 
Fifth St.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS BONUS!
Add an e-subscription for just $24.00 a year!

The One Gift For The Whole Family

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆

Call 863-763-3134 
Today to Subscribe!

❆❆❆❆

Christmas Gift Subscription

Just

$$50.00 Plus Tax

One Year

When this gift is opened, every member of

your family will find just what they want.

306 NE 3rd St.
(4868) 

863-357-HUNT 

Hunting Accessories • Fishing gear • Clothes for everyone • Ammunition
Household Items

The Law Office Of Gerald Lefebvre
Personal Injury Trial Attorney

1910 S. Parrott Avenue • www.accidentattorneyoffice.com
Hablamos Español • 863-763-3333

State and Nationally Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator

• Voted a “Super Lawyer” by his peers in 2007,
according to the Florida Super Lawyers Magazine
• Awarded an “AV” Peer Review Rating by Martindale-
Hubbell (highest rating)
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Kindergarten News: On Fri-
day, Nov. 21, the Central Elemen-
tary School Kindergarten students 
were rewarded with a trip to Dairy 
Queen for earning good behavior 
points. They worked very hard 
and were excited about walking 
even though it was a little cold.

On Tuesday, Nov. 25, the staff 
and students in Kindergarten en-
joyed their annual Kindergarten 
Feast. In studying about the fi rst 
Thanksgiving, the Pilgrims and 
Indians, and their lives in the New 
World we learned we must work 
together in order to accomplish 
large tasks. So, each Kindergarten 
class is responsible for providing 
a portion of the meal such as fruit 
salad, mashed potatoes and stuff-
ing, corn, pumpkin pie and one 
class will be making butter!

We have also been learning 
more about foods. We have stud-
ied about different types of food 
and the food groups. We also 
learned about transportation and 
have compared both foods and 
transportation in the past to what 
we have today. The Pilgrims did 
not eat at McDonald’s!

We are now preparing for our 
Christmas Program on Dec. 18 at 
6:30 p.m. The children enjoy sing-
ing and learning new songs. They 
also enjoy learning the Spanish 
songs and how other people cel-

ebrate Christmas.
Kindergarten Class: Mrs. 

Vaughn’s class enjoyed their trip 
to the Dolly Hand Theatre in Belle 
Glade. We watched the play of Pi-
nocchio. We compared the play 
to the movie version of Pinoc-
chio. We will be going to Dolly 
Hand again on Dec. 4, to see 
Frumpled Fairy Tales. In Math we 
have been working on different 
kinds of graphs- concrete graphs, 
bar graphs, interpreting graphs 
and tally marks. We practiced all 
these skills with a tasty activity in-
volving M&Ms. Everyone enjoyed 
this hands on, multisensory activ-
ity. Practice counting to 100 for-
wards, backwards, by 2’s, 5’s and 
10’s. We will start our timed tests 
called Hot Pencils really soon so 
we can keep our adding and sub-
tracting skills sharp. Thank you to 
everyone who donated canned 
food for our food drive. Keep 
reading your 100 Book Challenge 
Books at home. We have several 
students over 100 steps. What 
step is your child on? Congratu-
lations to the following Students 
of the Week: Destiney Jones, 
Brian Garcia, Orlan Hagins, and 
Ta”Makia Jones.

1st Grade: Mrs. Bostwick’s 
class at Central Elementary School 
has had a great time learning 
about people and energy in sci-
ence! We created energy chains 
about the sun, plants, people, 
animals, and learned how we 
need a variety of foods from the 
food groups with our food pyra-
mids. We also took a look at the 
different amounts of calories in 
foods that we eat and how those 
calories provide us with energy! 
Students of the Week these past 
few weeks were Chantavia Baul, 
Amber Hull, Emanuel Ramirez, 
Maria Santiago, and Tyler Arnold. 
Congratulations to you all! In 
reading, we have been discussing 
friendships and what it means to 
be a good friend. They have also 
been learning about nouns and 
verbs. We have been studying pic-
ture graphs, concrete graphs, tally 
tables, and bar graphs in math. 
Students are learning how to in-
terpret the information displayed 
on those graphs. These fi rst grad-
ers are busy little workers! Enjoy 
your break and have a wonderful 

Thanksgiving holiday!
The past month’s the Super 

Kid Student of the Week were 
Rebekah Raul-
erson, Georgia 
Harris, Lisset 
Carrillo, and 
Christian Cam-
pos! The Super 
Kid classroom 
celebrated Vet-
eran’s Day on 
the 11th by in-
viting all past 
and present 
veterans for 
lunch at Central 
to show our ap-
preciation for 
their incredible 
bravery and service to keep our 
country free!

The class has been working 
very hard on learning about ir-
regular nouns and capitalizing 
them. One student posed a great 
question to Mr. Klaffer when he 
asked, “If the noun isn’t regular 
what makes it so special?” That 
falls under the answer category 
of, “Because they tell us it is that 
way!”

Each student did a terrifi c job 
mounding and painting a Maasai 
tribal warrior’s shield and spear 
to continue on our African safari. 
This tribe used to hunt lions to 
become a man, so I had a line of 
boys at the door within minutes 
ready to go hunt lions with their 
3 inch shield and 6 inch spear! 
Unfortunately, all of them decid-
ed to stay when I told them that 
they would sleep on the ground, 
have no video games, TV, bath-
rooms, lights, and had to drink 
cow’s blood mixed with milk for 
strength!

The Super Kids are now learn-
ing about verbs and how they 
represent an action. The Kids 
seem to think every time they 
hear, “Action”, that it means they 
should launch into a scene from 
the movie Madagascar 2!

The Kids are learning to write 
a letter and how to address an 
envelope to be sent to the post 
offi ce. They seem very confused 
that they can’t just pick up a cell 
phone and call or simply get 
on the internet and talk to their 
friend! They believe letter writ-
ing by hand came from at least 
the Ancient Egyptians time. Many 
thought that the only letter they 
really had to get right each year 
was the one to Santa!

The Kids wrote what they were 
thankful for before Thanksgiving 
Day and the top picks were Skit-
tles, turkey, pumpkin pie, gifts to 
them, watching football games, 
etc. Somehow I think they missed 
the point!

We are still trying to learn the 
concept between a continent, 
country, state, and city. I believe 
that I am fi nally convinced by the 
Kids that Okeechobee is a con-
tinent, so we are writing to the 
President to appeal him to add 
Okeechobee to the list of those 
other seven continents!

First Grade B.A.S.E News: 
“Welcome Fall” has been our 
most recent theme of study. We 
have experienced many activities 
that occur in the fall of the year.

We had a wonderful “fall” day 
with the help of some parents and 
grandparents. The “helpers” were 
set at stations to help the students 
experience “fall”. We estimated 
and counted seeds in squash, 
scooped out four ¼ cups of trail 
mix, dressed and walked in the 
steps of a scarecrow, bobbed for 
apples and painted trees. We were 
so thankful to have Delaney’s 

grandma and grandpa, Max’s 
mom, Vincent’s dad, Mrs. Bau-
tista and Mrs. Zapata to help us 

all learn about 
fall. Thanks for 
your help!

We were ex-
cited in the last 
few weeks to 
learn about the 
election pro-
cess. In Spanish 
we connected 
our vocabulary 
through Social 
Studies and 
learned the 
difference be-
tween being 
a King and a 

President. In the English class we 
held our own presidential elec-
tions. Congratulations to Dela-
ney Jones, Cole Younger, Victoria 
Cline, and Max Abreu for being 
elected to the offi ce of class presi-
dent. They will all represent our 
two classes as “The Presidents”. 

On Veteran’s Day, our classes 
enjoyed visits from several Veter-
ans’. Halle’s grandfather shared 
some of his experiences from 
Vietnam. Nichole’s dad, and Ash-
ley’s mom, were also honored 
veterans that ate lunch with us. 
Our student’s pledged to “Always 
remember our Veterans!” Thank 
you for coming and sharing our 
day with us!

We would like to give a shout 
out “Hurray!” for all the wonder-
ful writings that we saw on writ-
ing display day. Keep up the good 
work!

We want to recognize the ef-
forts of our Students of the Week. 
Congratulations to: 

Diana Morales, Richard Ayala, 
Jayme Scurry, Ethan Vandermo-
len, Ashley Snyder, Jorge Romero, 
Diego Reyna, Brook Watford, and 
Molly Spearow. 

Happy Birthday to: Jennifer 
Salas, Victoria Cline, and Joseline 
Flores.

Second grade: Mrs. Alicia 
Greseth’s class has been learning 
all about plants and plant parts in 
Science. They really enjoyed the 
experiment they did with pea-
nuts. In Reading, the students 
have been reading about the 
importance of working together. 
The students have been doing a 
super job with adding and sub-
tracting with regrouping. Way to 
go Daniela, Brenden, Dylan, and 
LaTaveous for getting 100 steps in 
100 Book Challenge! Way to go 
students!

Miss Trisha Miller’s second 
graders have been working hard 
on their two-digit addition and 
subtraction with regrouping! We 
have a special rhyme to help us 
remember what to do when we 
subtract. We have also been hav-
ing fun learning about plants and 
what they need to grow during 
science. We had fun with our 
writing, pretending we’re turkeys 
and persuading others not to eat 
us for Thanksgiving.

Congratulations to Andrew 
Simmons who has reached 100 
steps! Keep reading every night 
for 15 minutes to get those steps!

Congratulations to the follow-
ing Students of the Week: Chy-
enne Grimes and Icelia Ibarra.

In Mrs. Rebekah Entry’s class 
we have been working hard on 
subtraction with regrouping. We 
are learning about living things, 
non-living things and animal life 
cycles in science and about why 
the Pilgrims came to America in 
social studies. We wrote stories 
about a day in the life of a turkey. 
We are doing a wonderful job in 

100 book challenge Congratu-

lations to Christina Lense who 

has 200 steps, Ricky Silvas, Rae-

lyn Bell, Gage Ingram, and Colby 

Burke have 100 steps! Happy 

November Birthdays to Jafabian 

Smith and Maria Bucio! Congrat-

ulations to our Students of Week 

Colby Burke, Jafabian Smith. Jose 

Rodriguez, and Charlie Muller.

Second Grade BASE has been 

busy reading for A.R. and 100 

Book Challenge. Congratulations 

to Qwanaza Dingle for making 200 

steps! Way to go Carlos Ayala for 

earning over 17 A.R. points! Mrs. 

Johns and SRA Rodriguez are so 

grateful to have a great group of 

kids who love to read! Keep read-

ing kids and having moms and 

dads sign your folder for every 15 

minutes you read at home. 

Thank you so much to Mr. Pete 

Gawada and Gay Carlton for read-

ing to our classes on the 17th for 

Guest Reader Day! 

Don’t forget that Nov. 26, is a 

Hurricane Make-up Day so we 

will have school.

CES students enjoy Fall activities

New treatment program only. The patient and any other person responsible for payment have the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any
service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted or reduced fee,

service, examination or treatment. Implant Surgical Fee.

6390 W. Indiantown Road • Jupiter
Chasewood Plaza near RJ Gators

“I was about to lose my
job because of my teeth. Dr.
Harrouff took care of the
problem - I received
Implants, a Sinus Lift and
Periodontal Surgery at  a
very  affordable  price. I
trust Dr. Harrouff and
would recommend him to
anyone who truly wants to
improve the look of his or
her smile!” 

AFFORDABLE DENTAL IMPLANTS

561-741-7142

Bill VanDusen,
Meteorologist

• Implants Are Surgically Inserted 

and Restored in the Same Office

• Replace Missing Teeth

• Stabilize Dentures or Partials

• Immediate Placement Implants 

Secure Teeth the Same Day!

EXPERIENCE - Dentists have over 70 years combined dental experience in Palm Beach

County. 20 years implant experience and over 10,000 crowns/implants insertions.

EQUIPMENT - Digital X-Rays, 90% less radiation.

IMPLANT SYSTEMS - Biohorizon, Lifecore, Biolock - All made in the USA.

EDUCATION - Dr. Wade Harrouff is a graduate of Misch Institute - University of

Pittsburg and Graduate of Implant Program at Atlantic Dental Research Clinic. 

Also, trained in France and Germany.

WARRANTY - Lifetime warranty from manufacturer.

Implants
Starting At

$500
Minimum Fee Only

Free Exam & Diagnosis

with Full Mouth X-ray
New Patients Only!

D0150, D9310

D0330

Lic #DN1076

& DN1847

T.A.
Aliapoulios,
D.D.S.
License #DN1847

Graduate University of New Hampshire in Zoology
and Temple University Dental School. US Air
Force Medical Corp. Served as Chair of Council on
Dental Health. Formerly of West Palm Beach, he
has merged his practice with Dr. Harrouff.

Wade B.
Harrouff,
D.D.S.
License #DN10761

Graduate University of Tennessee 1977. Author, lecturer who
has appeared on TV, radio and print (WPBF/ABC, Palm Beach
Illustrated and more) as the authority on implants as well as
general dentistry. Member of International Congress of Oral
Implantology. American Academy of Implant Dentistry &
Misch Institute of Advanced Implantology.

Jonothan
M. Royal,
D.M.D.
License #DN12061

Graduate of Louisville School of Dentistry in
1989. Practiced privately in Boca Raton and
has recently joined Dr. Harrouff’s group. Past
Vice President of South Palm Beach County
Dental Association.

For Free Implant Report Dial (888) 692-1325  Or Log On To www.freeimplantreport.com

“In a democracy, the highest office is that of citizens.”
— US Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter.

We agree. Yet too many citizens feel powerless to influence
the flow of events.

We give people a voice. Our Speak Out column is just one
example. We consider it an extension of the secret ballot and
a return of the values of the American Revolution.

How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing feedback@newszap.com or calling
your editor.

Community Service Through Journalism

MEDICARE AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED.

WATER’S EDGE DERMATOLOGY
Ted Schiff, M.D., Dwayne Montie, D.O., Mark Leach, R-PA , 
Sharon Barrineau, ARNP, and John Minni, D.O. lead the Water’s Edge 
Dermatology team of skin care professionals. They will provide you with 
high quality medical and cosmetic skin care services in a personal and caring 
environment.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.wederm.com

Ted Shiff, M.D.    Dwayne Montie, D.O.   Mark Leach, R-PA   Sharon Barrineau, ARNP   John Minni, D.O.   

Adult and Pediatric 
Dermatology 
• Acne   • Psoriasis   • Eczema
• Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders    
• MOHS Skin Cancer Surgery
• Skin Allergies and Rashes  
• Laser Vein Treatments

Anti-Aging Treatments 
• Botox®   • Juvéderm TM

  
• Radiesse®  • Thermage® 
• Restylane®   • Perlane®  
• Permanent Make-up

Removal of:
• Hair  • Moles • Brown Spots  
• Warts • Tattoos • Skin Tags

OKEECHOBEE
467-6767 

301 NE 19t h Drive
(Next to the hospital )

CLEWISTON
805-0030

112 S. WC Owens Ave.

(Specials on Bundles)

25 Year Warranty
“Our Posts Meet The Federal Standards”

Pressure Treated: CCA .40 UC4A Ground Contact
6-1/2’ x 2” - 2-1/2”...............................$1.50 Each
6-1/2’ x 4’ - 5” ......................................$4.75 Each
8’ x 4” - 5” ............................................$6.50 Each

“Number 2 Pressure Treated Fence Post”
Culls: 6-1/2’ x Average 2-1/2”-3” ....$1.25 Each
(Great for patching, temporary, leases or back fences)

After 62 years of service, we will still have over 
hundreds of thousands of Fence Post s in service

today, over and beyond 25 years.

Special TruckloadSpecial Truckload
Pricing!Pricing!

Call: 1-800-580-1019
*Free Delivery on first 100 miles*

(10 bundles min. required)

25 Year Limited
Guarantee Branded
For Your Protection

5251 State Road 64 West * Ona, FL 33865
Phone (863)735-1361
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South Elementary 
School News

After working all day and driv-
ing the kids to soccer practice, 
football practice, cheerleading 
practice, and then heading off to 
church activities or other activi-
ties, we can feel overwhelmed by 
the demands that homework puts 
on us. Then there is this thing 
called 100 Book Challenge, and 
the teacher keeps stressing its im-
portance yet you don’t have an-
other ounce of energy left. Well, 
there is hope! Having your child 
read every night for 15 minutes 
is important but fi nding the time 
is easier than you think. Here are 
some practical ways to help your 
child:

1. The drive home or the drive 
to practice can be a great time 
for your child to read. Have them 
read aloud to you in the car and 
then log the time when you get 
home.

2. Dinner doesn’t cook itself. 
Have your child sit at the counter 
and read to you while you cook 
dinner.

3. If you go out to eat have your 
child read to you while waiting for 
your meal to arrive.

4. Read with your child before 
bedtime. It is a great way to un-
wind after the day and they will 
enjoy the closeness.

It only takes 15 minutes, but 
the gift of reading is one that will 
last a life time.

Positive Behavior Support 
Program

Students earn bracelets by be-
ing nominated by teachers and 
staff members for outstanding be-
havior, being a homework hero, 
being an active participant with 
few tardies or early check outs. 
Students wear the bracelets daily 
to be recognized for their SOAR 
behavior and it also allows them 
to get into special events held by 
the school for P.B.S. This month 
the event is movie and popcorn. 
The students who have earned a 
PBS bracelet for this nine week 
period are: Alek Betscher, Alex 
Miller, Alex Willoughby, Ailany 
Garcia, Brianne Yates, Chase 
Beal, Cristian Trejo, Elizabeth Lo-
pez, Haley Joles, Hayle Padgett, 
Jacob Hardy, Jake Bessey, Jalyn 
Lightsey, Justyn Scruggs, Kyle 
Barrett, Piper Hans, Rosie Miller, 
Skylynn DiRusso, Tristan Robin-
son, Zoyee Ramirez, Aiden Ada-
mo, Amber Bass, Ashley Bowers, 
Aubrey Pearce, Britney Whipple, 
Case Durrance, Consuelo Flores, 
Dallas Miller, Damian Stephens, 
Emily Land, Gauge Chandler, Iris 
Celestino, Jasmine Calzada, Jay 
Krall, Jenna Brown, Jennifer Her-
nandez, Jonathan Rivera, Joseph 
Rivera, Josie Carter, Kailee Pasley, 
Kaitlyn Williams, Kyle Padgett, 
Liberty Kuschel, Lillian Henry, 
Mark Arnall, Matthew Arnall, Me-
gan Jones, Meghann Hotmire, 
Melanie Gonzalez, Minh Tam 
Ngyun, Nicholas Hayford, Rebec-
ca Rhoden, Savannah Schmidt, 
and Shelby Hannah. Those are 
only the Kindergarten and First 
Grade students who behave as 
expected and work to their best 
ability. The students in grades 
2-4 will be listed in next week’s 
article.

Student Council
The Student Council has been 

elected for the 08-09 school year. 
The students on the student 
council include: Shahmir Ali, 
Sarika Chauhan, Danielle Geary, 
Sarah Heaton, Haley Land, Am-
ber Marquette, Daniel Parker, 
Dylan Smith, Samiah Villalpando, 
Rick Willet, Robert Wright, Mason 
Adams, Garrett Causey, Merydian 
Causier, John Michael Collier, Ju-
lia DuPree, Brianna Jewell, Shelby 

Kirton, Kaitlyn Land, Hunter Meh-
rer, Justin Shepherd, Ashley Ar-
nold, Mason Faulk, Hannah Fralix, 
Jordan Hickman, Kelsi Kula, Dy-
lan Sheffi eld, Austin Spano, and 
Danny Willet. The offi cers were 
elected by the student council 
members. The President is Austin 
Spano, Vice President is Julia Du-

Pree, Secretary is Sarah Heaton, 
and Treasurer is Kelsi Kula. Thank 
you, students, for working hard so 
that South Elementary will con-
tinue to SOAR with the Eagles.

The Student Council spon-
sored the Food for Families drive 
that was held during the last two 
weeks of October. Classes com-

peted to bring in the most canned 
or non-perishable food. The Kin-
dergarten class of Shera Shaw 
won the contest with 109 items. 
Way to go kindergarteners! They 
earned an ice cream sundae re-
ward for all of their hard work.

863-763-5588 • 21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Across Kissimmee River next to Fire Station & Glades County Building.

FULL SERVICE REALTOR Patricia Louise Goolsby, 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

634-5588
patgoolsby@embarqmail.com

Vicki Anderson • 863-634-4106
Eric Anderson • 863-634-4107

WATERFRONT JUST BRING YOUR

TOOTHBRUSH! A turn key DWMH, fur-

nished w/workshop and shed. Huge screen

room to enjoy the scenery.  3/2 is priced to sell

and ready for you.  DON’T LET THIS ONE

GET AWAY. MLS#201290, $89,900.  Call

Vicki at 864-634-4106

THIS IS AN ADORABLE HOUSE with

two kitchens.  It has a beautiful view of the

water.  It has a two car carport, a boat slip

ramp. This is a beautiful large lot.  It has a

garden tub.  MLS#200295, $239,000. Call

Vicki at 863-634-4106

BEAUTIFUL, SPACIOUS MODULAR HOME

on 2.5 acres. Fruit orchard with 10 different trees.

Wood crown moldings and baseboards. Stainless steel

appliances w/child safe locking. Pole barn w/workshop.

Wildlife everywhere.  Includes vacant lot.

MLS#200986, $299,000 Call Vicki at 863-634-4106

FISHING PARADISE This is an adorable

Park Model on a deep private canal. It has a

new metal roof. Water softener and purifer.

Turn key unit condo, completely furnished

right down to the dishes.  MLS#94421,

$124,900. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106

REDUCED 5 + ACRES - BRING YOUR

HORSES Frame Adorable 2/2 house on 5+

acres, 2nd kitchen w/separate entrance.

Updated elec service, pole. Shed in backyard.

Truly country living, spacious area with wild

life. Fully furnished. MLS # 93200, $199,000.

Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

2/2 SPLIT PLAN. Front CBS structure

w/MH totally under roof. Screened in cov-

ered back porch, single car garage, storage

building 10x20. Large lot on small waterway

w/covered dock. Beautifully landscaped.

Don't let this one get away. MLS#201072,

$92,900. Call Vicki at 863-634-4106.

REDUCED

Hazellief & Prevatt Realty Co.
David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144 

Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485 

(863)
763-2104

Se 
Habla Espanol

1200 South Parrott Ave.
www.century21okeechobee.com • Email:century21okeechobee@earthlink.net

•CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES•

4001-M Buckhead Ridge
lake access Mobile home with

attached screened room. Nice and
$98,000 MLS# 201911

•Foreclosure 10+-/ acres $65,900 MLS#
201219 
•Big "O" RV Park lots from $25,000-
$65,0000
•5+/- acres  @ NE 24th St. MLS# 201364 
•5+/-acres Sunset Strip Airpark @ SW 13th

St. MLS# 201396 
•Basswood lots from $25,000-$33,000
•7 Acres HWY 68 $110,000 
•Dark Hammock 2 10+/-acre parcels with
MH or without your choice

5033-H Dark Hammock 2-
story on 78+/- acres...over 4000 sq ft.

large brick fireplace, barn/stable w/tack
& feed room...RV hook up..ponds,walk up
attic, covered patio and porch,equestrian

wash area.  MLS# 200344

3003-M:Doublewide with
large addition.Open concept,

dock, covered boat lift, fish cleaning
station, large shed, carport, concrete

drive, & alarm system. MLS# 200619

5037-H 3/2 CBS home w/
attached garage located in Basswood.

Well taken care split bedroom plan, new
water system,and pave driveway, appli-

ances included. MLS# 201827

5043-M 4-Seasons MH on 1
fenced acre.  3/2 with fireplace,

large screened rear porch, circle drive-
way, large garage/workshop and

upstairs storage. MLS# 201860

NEW LISTING!

TREASURE ISLAND

NEW  LISTING!

1012-M: Herritage
Village fully furnished single

wide mobile home with attached
carport. $89,900 MLS# 201398

ACREAGE / LOTS

1804 S. Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee

(863) 357-4622

R E A L  E S T A T E

Se Habla Espanõl
titleandlegalservices@yahoo.com

863-824-6776
1138 South Parrott Avenue

Member of Attorneys’ Title Insurance Fund, Inc.

Real Estate Closings • Title Insurance • For Sale By Owner Transactions
Divorces • Quiet Title Proceedings • Evictions • Quit Claim Deed

Corporations • Wills • Immigration 

If You Can’t Come to Us, We’ll Come to You!

Provide us with

your prior policy

and receive a 

reissue credit!

Hours: Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5:30pm Saturday 9:30am - 4:30pm

jÉÄyztÇz ]xãxÄxÜá
Family Owned & Operated Since 1996
1416 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee 
(863) 357-3795 Layaway Available

UNSTOPPABLE.
PAULA CREAMER IS 
So is her Citizen Eco-Drive.
Fueled by light,
it never needs a battery.
IT’S UNSTOPPABLE.
Just like the people who wear it. 

ECO-DRIVE 
Aviara

30 Diamonds,
Mother-of-Pearl   
$495 in two-toned.
collection priced

from $475

PAULA CREAMER,

champion professional golfer

The 20th Annual Living            
Christmas Tree

Sat., Dec. 6, 2008 
at 7:30 pm

Sun., Dec. 7, 2008 
at 3 pm

All tickets: $5.00
~*~

3rd Annual 
Festival of Trees

11/13/08 – 12/7/08

“We are your oldest hometown insurance agency.”

Berger Insurance Services, Inc.
800 South Parrott Avenue • Okeechobee • www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

CONTRACTORS INSURANCE
General Liability, Commercial Auto,

Equipment, Worker's Compensation

Call us or stop by for a quote.
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Students challenged to read 

Submitted photo/South Elementary
Students who have done their very best academically and demonstrated the stellar behavior 
South students are known for received the Student of the Week award for the week ending 
Nov. 14. Those students included: John Firsh, Bryce Avant, Hunter Ellsworth, Jamaica Hen-
ry, Maruicio Grajalez, Juliet Navarro, Felicity Duetscher, Kalyn Hickman, Gustavo Martinez, 
Maggie Congdon, Rebecca McNitt, Jose Martinez, Jordan Hickman, Louie Palau, Chancy 
Thomas, and Robert Muniz.

Submitted photo/Everglades Elementary

Students of the week
Everglades Elementary students who are achieving excellence in the classroom for the 
week of Nov. 17-21 include: Kindergarten students: Alexandra Ramirez, Isaiah Evans, Car-
los Mora, Travis Fludd, Maya Aguirre, Taylor Smith. First grade students are: Jordin Brad-
ley, MacKenzie Crum, Rocio Garcia. Second graders listed for this week are: Ian Christie, 
Kayla Kite, Alyssa Baldwin, Ciara Kackley, Shanell Casanova, Kyle Lowry. Third grade stu-
dents include: Zachary Brazil, Andrea Decesare, Matthew Lynch, Michael Lazaro, Rosa Ri-
vera, Marshall Abney. Fourth graders are: Joel Contreras, Tyler Lynch, Elizabeth Chavez, 
Dominic Campbell, Montana Margeson and fi fth grade students include: Angel Garcia, 
Shawn Mosely, Sergio Ruiz.

Submitted photo/Everglades Elementary

Books to read
Everglades Elementary Kindergarten students would like to thank Mid-Florida Bank for 
the books and Mrs. Thomas for reading it to us.



What does water have to do 
with the holidays? Water impacts 
everything from food prepara-
tion to the clean-up process. For 
example, a typical holiday tur-
key dinner for eight needs more 
than 42,000 gallons of water in 
food growth and preparation, ac-
cording to the United States De-
partment of Agriculture. That’s 
enough water to fi ll a 30 foot-by-
50 foot swimming pool.

Every day in South Florida, 
each person uses about 175 gal-
lons of water. While over half of 
that amount is used for outdoor 
irrigation, indoor water use is 

also signifi cant. And, although 
the fall weather is ideal for vaca-
tioners and family visiting from 
“up north,” Florida is a state of 
weather extremes and this is our 
“dry” season, when water de-
mands typically rise but replen-
ishing rainfall decreases. By 2025, 
six million new residents are 
projected to make Florida their 
home, increasing the demand on 
the water supply. Conservation is 
the key to ensure South Florida 
has a future supply of water for 
both residents and the environ-
ment.

During the holiday season, the 
amount of water used indoors 
can escalate with the clean up 
process — before visitors ar-
rive and after the holidays’ large 
meals — appliances and fi xtures 
such as dishwashers, clothes 
washers, showers and toilets, are 
being used more often. Howev-
er, there are ways to save water 
while celebrating the holidays 
this year.

According to the SFWMD, ev-
eryone can do their part in con-
serving water without having to 
compromise convenience and 

comfort during the holidays.  
Here are fi ve easy ways to 

incorporate water conservation 
tips into your holiday prepara-
tions and celebrations:

• Defrost frozen foods in the 
refrigerator the night before they 
are needed instead of running hot 
water over them the same day. 

• Rinse vegetables and fruits 
in a sink or pan fi lled with water 
instead of under running water. 
As a double bonus, use this water 
on houseplants. 

• Select the proper size pans 
for cooking. Large pans require 

more cooking water than may be 

necessary. 

Scrape food scraps into the 

garbage can or a composting bin, 

rather than rinsing them into the 

sink’s garbage disposal. 

• Run dishwasher only when 

you have a full load of dishes. 

According to the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency, by us-

ing any of these simple practices 

residents could save 10 gallons of 

water. If every American house-
hold reduced their water use by
10 gallons on just Thanksgiving
Day, it would save more than 1
billion gallons of water, as well
as save any energy or materials
used to pump or treat tap water!

For more information on sav-
ing water year round, visit www.
savewaterfl .com. 

Be sure to conserve water during the holidays

WHERE AM I G
OIN

G TO LIV
E?

One of th
e m

ajor concerns o
f se

llin
g your home is 

where will 
you liv

e if 
you

sell y
our home and have not p

urchased a new one. W
hen dealin

g with
 Platin

um

Performance Realty, th
is i

s n
o longer a concern.

When you lis
t y

our home with
 Platin

um Performance Realty
 usin

g a Platin
um

or bette
r list

ing and agree to
 use Platin

um Performance Realty
 to

 help you

acquire your new home, P
latin

um Performance Realty
 will 

provide you with

housin
g fo

r 90 days a
fte

r your home is 
sold and closed. T

he only cost t
o you will

be your utili
ties. I

t g
ets e

ven bette
r, l

ist 
your home with

 Platin
um Performance

Realty
 usin

g a Platin
um or bette

r list
ing and enter into a contract w

ith
 Plat-

inum Performance Build
ers to

 build
  your new home, and Platin

um Perfor-

mance Realty
 will 

provide you with
 housin

g fo
r up to

 six
 m

onths w
hile your

new home is 
being built.

 

One less w
orry in

 helping you achieve your Real E
sta

te goals. 

Please give us a
 call t

o se
tup and appointm

ent 

to disc
uss t

he details.

Tel: 863-467-1933

Tel: 863-467-0728

221 NE Park Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972

platinumperformancerealty.com

Okeechobee Livestock Market
U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee             (863) 763-3127

Sales:
Monday
at 12 p.m.

Tuesday
at 11 a.m.

Okeechobee Cancer Center
Caring Professionals • State-of-the-Art-Treatment • Fighting Cancer

Board Certified Radiation Oncologists

Dr. Harter trained
at the University of
Wisconsin and
world renowned
M.D. Anderson
Cancer Center in
Houston.

David J.
Harter, M.D.

Dr. Krimsley
graduated from
Yale University
and trained at
New York
University
Medical Center.

Alan S.
Krimsley,

M.D.

Dr. Woody graduated
from the University of
Florida and trained at
University Hospital in
Seattle and at the
Medical University of
South Carolina in
Charleston.

Ronald H.
Woody, M.D.

At Okeechobee Cancer Center, you are treated with the care and respect you deserve

Do you have questions about your Cancer or Cancer Care? Do you want Cancer Information?
Okeechobee Cancer Center can help.

Give us a call at (863) 357-0039 to speak with a Cancer Doctor 24 hours a day / 7 days a week.
We are here when you need us.

Our compassionate staff and caring physicians use the latest advances in treatment

techniques and equipment, giving our patients the best chance to beat cancer.

Lawnwood Cancer Center

1231 N. Lawnwood Circle

Ft. Pierce, FL

(772) 464-8121

Mid-Florida Cancer Center

604 W. Midway Road

White City, FL

(772) 468-3222

Okeechobee Cancer Center

301 NE 19th Drive

Okeechobee, FL

(863) 357-0039

Pt. St. Lucie Cancer Center

1780 SE Hillmoor Dr.

Port St. Lucie, FL

(772) 335-2115

Ask an Expert!  Visit us on the web at http://experts.tcpalm.com/  Click on St. Lucie County and Cancer Treatment

Our State-of-the-Art-Treatments include:

� CyberKnife™
�Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)
� Mammosite Breast Cancer Therapy 
� High Dose Rate Brachytherapy (HDR) 
� 3-D Ultrasound Image Guided Therapy
� CT/MRI Fusion Technology
� Image Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT)

• Cyberknife™ Robotic Radiation Surgery

We offer

� FREE SECOND OPINIONS

� Courtesy transportation

� Mileage reimbursement

� Free prostate cancer screenings
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Submitted photo/County Council/Junior Leaders

Guest Speaker
The 4-H County Council/Junior Leaders Club, recently had a meeting on Nov. 18, where they had a special guest presen-
tation from Dr. Edwin Massey, President of Indian River State College, on Leadership. They had their meeting at the new 
Williamson Conference and Education Center in the Raulerson Hospital auditorium. Here are members of the County 
Council/Junior Leaders club with guest speaker, Dr. Massey (center).

Submitted photo/Everglades Elementary

Lunch with mom and dad
Parents enjoy a special time with their “student of the 
week” at Everglades’ monthly “Student Of The Week “ lun-
cheon.

Submitted photo/Everglades Elementary

Chef Cookie
Everglades Elementary’s morning news team, Jessica 
Cayson, Megan Pinkerman (with Chef Cookie), Alanah 
Mosley, and Kristen Dyden. Each morning these students 
give us all of the important news that keeps Everglades in-
formed! “Chef Cookie” gives the daily lunch menu! Great 
job “News Team!”

Submitted photo/Everglades Elementary

How smart are you?
Students in Mr. Hollin’s class are enjoying the school-wide 
read aloud, Are You Smarter Than A Flying ‘Gator?, that 
they are writing to the author, Kevin Kremer.



CDL DRIVERS 
NEEDED

Private School - One on One
Tractor Trailer Training @ IRCC. 
No exp. req’d. Job Placement.

 Earn $35,000 - $50,000 +
 benefi ts. 866-832-7243
www.sageschools.com

GULFSTREAM GOODWILL INDUSTRIES INC.
is seeking a FT General Clerk I ($10.96/hr) to 

work 
at our Okeechobee/Clewiston location.  Exp. with 

Microsoft Offi ce preferred; Exc. oral & written 
skills required.  Download application packet @ 
www.gulfstreamgoodwill.org & fax completed 
packet/resume to HR Dept @ (561)848-1475.  

Only completed packets will be accepted.
EOE/M/F/D/V

Seminole Tribe of Florida-Brighton 
Heavy Equipment Mechanic

Repair and maintain 
equipment such
as graders, back-
hoes, and loading 
shovels used in 
construction, logging, and other industrial 
work. Rebuilding engines, fi xing electrical 
problems, and repair of hydraulic 
pumps. 
Experience required. 

Send resumes to:
 kabienaime@semtribe.com

 or fax: 954-967-3477

~VIDEOGRAPHER-EDITOR~
Seminole Tribe of Florida

Brighton
Proper set-up, installation,

 operation and maintenance of 
cameras and audio equipment. 

Camera maintenance and trouble-
shooting. Labeling video tapes
 and video log. Basic editing on 
non-linear editing system. Main-

tain 
video library. HS graduate or GED 
equivalent. One (1) year exp.  in 

video production desirable. 
English communication skills 

both orally and in writing. Able
 to lift up to 25lbs. Valid FL Driv-

er’s 
License required. Ability to work

 a fl exible work schedule.
 Send resumes to:

kabienaime@semtribe.com
 or fax: 954-967-3477

Nature’s Pantry
417 W S Park St • (863) 467-1243

Health Foods
Vitamins, Minerals

~ADVANCE PLANNING~

If you have successful senior market in-
surance experience, but are tired of cut-
throat replacement, cancellations and 
high lapse rates, we need to talk. We are 
a career company looking for career peo-
ple with sales skills and compassion for 
the senior market. Leads, Upfront Com-
missions, Bonuses and a complete array 
of benefi ts are just the beginning. For 
confi dential interview, call Mr. Williams @ 
800-792-0402, ext. 250.

Announcements
100100

Auctions 105
Car Pool 110
Share a ride 115
Card of Thanks 120
In Memoriam 125
Found 130
Lost 135
Give Away 140
Garage/Yard Sale 145
Personals 150
Special Notices 155
900 Numbers 160

Important Information: Please
read your ad carefully the first
day it appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please noti-
fy us prior to the deadline list-
ed. We will not be responsible
for more than 1 incorrect
insertion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered val-
ueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes responsi-
bility for all statements, names
and content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for any
claims against Independent
Newspapers.  All advertising
is subject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all copy, and to
insert above the copy the word
“advertisement”. All ads
accepted are subject to credit
approval. All ads must conform
to Independent Newspapers’
style and are restricted to
their proper classifications.
Some classified categories
require advance payment.
These classifications are
denoted with an asterisk *.
Independent Newspapers will
never knowingly accept any
advertisement that is illegal or
considered fraudulent. In all
cases of questionable value,
such as promises of guaran-
teed income from work-at-
home programs or other offers
to send money in advance for
a product or service – we
advise you to check with the
Attorney General’s Consumer
Fraud Line at 1-800-220-5424,
and/or The Better Business
Bureau, 800-464-6331 for pre-
vious complaints.

Found 0130

CAT - Black, w/white belly,  
Big Green Eyes, & white feet. 
Found in vicinity of Seminole 
Cove. (217)454-6907

Lost 0135
DACHSHUND - Red, Male. 

Missing since Friday from 
Pioneer Estates off of 15A. 
Call (863)763-0380 Re-
ward.

Employment
200200
Employment - 
Full-Time 205
Employment -
Medical 210
Employment -
Part-Time 215
Employment
Wanted 220
Job Information 225
Job Training 227
Sales 230

Employment
Full Time 0205

CHRISTIAN PRE-SCHOOL 
Looking for

Certifi ed VPK Lead Teacher
w/current state training & 

CDA. 
Send resume to:

christianps@embarqmail.
com

Secretary/Receptionist, Gen-
eral offi ce responsibilities 
Ref req. Call for more info. 
(863)467-0161

Financial
300300
Business
Opportunities 305
Money Lenders 310
Tax Preparation 315

Business
Opportunities 0305

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers will 

never accept any advertise-
ment that is illegal or con-
sidered fraudulent. In all 
cases of questionable val-
ue, such as promises of 
guaranteed income from 
work-at-home programs - if 
it sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it is. 
If you have questions or 
doubts about any ad on 
these pages, we advise that 
before responding or send-
ing money ahead of time, 
you check with the Better 
Business Bureau at 
772-878-2010 for previous 
complaints.

Some 800 and 900 telephone 
numbers may require an 
extra charge, as well as 
long distance toll costs. We 
will do our best to alert our 
reader of these charges in 
the ads, but occasionally 
we may not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if you 
call a number out of your 
area, use caution.

Services
400400

Babysitting 405
Child Care Needed410
Child Care Offered415
Instruction 420
Services Offered425
Insurance 430
Medical Services435

Handyman Services

DEE’S MINOR REPAIR
License # 5698 

& Pressure Washing
License #1126

FREE ESTIMATES
(863)467-2917

or (863)261-6425

? NEED HELP ?
CALL GEORGE CARTER

Painting, Repairs, Car-
pentry

Power Washing
FREE CONSULTATION

(863)763-4775

Top Soil

JACK’S TOP SOIL
Fill Dirt/Shell Rock 

& Bob Cat work.
Call 863-467-4734

Health Care

Merchandise
500500
Air Conditioners 505
Antiques 510
Appliances 515
Appliance Parts 520
Beauty Supplies 525
Bicycles 530
Books & Magazines535
Building Materials540
Business Equipment 545
Carpets/Rugs 550
Children’s Items 555
China, Glassware, Etc. 560
Clothing 565
Coins/Stamps 570
Collectibles 575
Computer/Video 580
Crafts/Supplies 585
Cruises 590
Drapes, Linens & Fabrics 595
Fireplace Fixture 600
Firewood 605
Furniture 610
Furs 615
Health & Reducing 
Equipment 620
Heating Equipment/
Supplies 625
Household Items 630
Jewelry 635
Lamps/Lights 640
Luggage 645
Medical Items 650
Miscellaneous 655
Musical Instruments 660
Office Supplies/
Equipment 665
Pets/Supplies/
Services 670
Photography 675
Plumbing Supplies 680
Pools & Supplies 685
Restaurant 
Equipment 690
Satellite 695
Sewing Machines 700
Sporting Goods 705
Stereo Equipment 710
Television/Radio 715
Tickets 720
Tools 725
Toys & Games 730
VCRs 735
Wanted to Buy 740

Furniture 0610

NEW FURNITURE
FOR LESS !!

DRIVE A LITTLE 
SAVE ALOT

Lamps $17, 100 Barstools 
$39 up, 50 Desks $97 up, 
3Pc Dropleaf Dinette $197, 
50 Table and 4 Chairs $397 
up, 200 Recliners $297 up, 

50 2pc Sofa & Loveseat 
sets $687 up, 50 TV Ent. 
Centers $167 up, 2 Pc 

Queen Bed set $297 up, 50 
4Pc Bedroom sets $387 up, 

3Pc Livingroom tables 
$97up, 100 headboards 

$79 up.

HIGHPOINT FURNI-
TURE

OUTLET STORE
2346 U.S. 27 N Sebring, 

FL
(Next to Lowe’s & 

across 
from Home Depot)

Golf Clubs/
Equipment 0618
GOLF CLUBS - (100) Misc., 

Many brands. Ping, etc. 
Many good. $600 for all, will 
sep. (863)946-3123

Health Care

Health & Reducing
Equipment 0620

ORBITREK ELIPTICAL- Asking 
$300 OBO and a Red Ab ex-
cersizer $15. 
(863)697-1247

Miscellaneous 0655

KINETICO WATER SYSTEM - 
Two years old New $3500 
Will sell for $1500 OBO 
(863)763-7792

Tools 0725

CASTIRON CONT. CRAFTS-
MAN TABLESAW - 10”, 
w/110/220 motor, very good 
cond $250  (863)801-1272

Wanted To Buy 0740

LOOKING FOR BBQ GRADE 
FIRE WOOD-Oak, please call 
(863)634-3747

Agriculture
800800
Christmas Trees 745
Farm Equipment 805
Farm Feed/Products 810
Farm Miscellaneous 815
Farm Produce 820
Farm Services
Offered 825
Farm Supplies/
Services Wanted 830
Fertilizer 835
Horses 840
Landscaping
Supplies 845
Lawn & Garden 850
Livestock 855
Poultry/Supplies 860
Seeds/Plants/
Flowers 865

Lawn & Garden 0850

Lawn Mower, Dixie Chopper 
72” deck VTC 300 hrs. 
Generac motor 30hp $6,500 
(863) 840-0505

Rentals
900900
Apartments 905
Business Places 910
Commercial
Property 915
Condos/
Townhouses - Rent920
Farm Property - 
Rent 925
House - Rent 930
Land - Rent 935
Resort Property - 
Rent 945
Roommate 950
Rooms to Rent 955
Storage Space -
Rent 960

Apartments 0905

BEAUTIFUL  SAMANTHA’S 
GARDEN APTS -  In Town, 
2br/2ba, W&D, $850 mo. + 
$500.  sec.  (863)634-5780

OKEE., Huge, Clean, 2br, 2ba 
 2br, 1ba, New kitch, carpet
 & paint.   Call 772-215-0098

OKEECHOBEE, 2br, 1ba, Near 
town. $825 mo. inclds wa-
ter. Annual Lease. Call Kelly 
863-697-1339

Condos/Townhouses
Rent 0920
KING’S BAY,  2/1, Pool, Ten-

nis, new tile fl rs., etc. $750 
mo. + sec. Water & Cable 
included.  863-697-6428

KINGS BAY, 2br/1ba, w/gar-
age, all appl., w&d, $550 
mo. 1st, last & $300 sec. 
(863)763-2414

TAYLOR CREEK CONDO
Avail. Immediately! Fully 

furnished. New carpet. Pool, 
Tennis & Boat dock.  1BA 1BR 

$650  + electric.  Annual 
lease. 215-359-7779

Houses - Rent 0930

ADORABLE
WATERFRONT

RENTALS
Sit on the large screen porch
overlooking Taylor Creek,
cast your pole and catch the
fish. 2 bdrm one ba, fully fur-
nished cute as can be rental. 

Slice of Key West Doll House
in this 1/1 1920 vintage cot-
tage, hardwood floors, sits
directlly on Taylor Creek.
Fully furnished.
Year round or seasonal rates

863-467-8683

A LARGE 2BR House - Water-
front, w/boat dock, great 
neighborhood, no pets, 
$750 mo. (863)467-1308

BASSWOOD - 3br, 2ba, 2 car 
garage, $950/mo  
(772)323-4758

BEAUTIFUL 3 Bdrm., 2 Ba., 
New fl oors. Basswood Es-
tates. $900. mo. + dep. & 
ref’s. Call (786)417-2135

CBS- 2200 SW 3rd Ave. 3BR, 
1BA, Near Wal-Mart, Nice 
yard. $825. mo, $2000 
moves in (863)634-0512

IN OKEECHOBEE CITY:   4 Br/ 
2Ba, $1100 mo. + 1st, last, 
sec. & refs. Call Barry for 
more info.  772-216-1461

KINGS BAY, 2/2/1  CBS home, 
W&D, comm pool $900/mo. 
+ 1st, last & $900 sec. 
863-801-9163

OKEE. - 2br/1ba, unfurnished 
duplex. $550/mo + $550 
dep. 3624 SE 35th Ave. 
(239)707-5155

OKEE: 3/1 on ½ ac. Renovat-
ed, laundry, C/A/heat, screen 
porch, carport. $975 mo, 1st 
mo. & dep. Call 305-458-
8659
OKEECHOBEE, 3br, 2ba, with  

garage. C/Air. Lazy 7 area.  
1st, last & sec. 
863-467-2541

R-BAR, 4br, 2ba, Gar., 2.5 ac., 
Lawn maint. included. 
$1295. mo. + Sec 
863-801-9163

Rent to Own - 4/2
 $1000 mo. new, ready now. 

863-599-0156 or
561-248-3888

Waterfront
Rentals 0965

WATERFRONT: 2BR, 1½ BA 
Treasure Island. Fenced yd.  
$875 mo. (772)359-6584 
mardelvar@comcast.net.

Real Estate
10001000
Business Places -
Sale 1005
Commercial
Property - Sale 1010
Condos/
Townhouses - Sale1015
Farms - Sale 1020
Houses - Sale 1025
Hunting Property 1030
Investment
Property - Sale 1035
Land - Sale 1040
Lots - Sale 1045
Open House 1050
Out of State -
Property - Sale 1055
Property Inspection1060
Real Estate Wanted1065
Resort Property -
Sale 1070
Warehouse Space 1075
Waterfront Property 1080

Houses - Sale 1025

OKEE- 3/1, oversized lot, total-
ly remodeled CBS, Tile, Oak 
cabinets, 21 x 24 enclosed 
Fla room. Room to add Mas-
ter bath, 309 SW 10th Ave. 
863-357-0391 $159,900, 
Flyers.

Houses - Sale 1025

TAKE YOUR
PICK

4 bd/2ba CBS, tile
floors, architectural

shingles, dbl. garage,
appliances

$215,000 Including lot

Ready now 
FIXED RATE

Financing Available

WILL BUILD HACIENDA
MODEL 4BD/2BA
$154,500 including lot

3bd/2ba, CBS, tile
floors, 

IMPACT WINDOWS,
huge porch, garage. 

Almost ready
$199,000 including lot

CAROL model
3BD/2BA

$149,000 including lot

Call

863-357-3313
Neal Long

Construction Co.
CBC125170  CMC1249343  CFC058088

Okeechobee
www.NealLongConstruction.com

For Lease or Sale
Okeechobee 

Indian Hammock
3/2 House

Gated Community
1800 sq. ft., 2.5

 acres. Includes barn 
w/2 horse stalls, 

fenced, great 
condition. Available 

furnished or 
unfurnished

Contact Brandy at 
(863)467-0831

Land - Sale 1040

TWO PARCLES 32 Acres 
each! Located at 23401 SW 
Arrowroot St., Indiantown, 
FL 34956 w/4” Well &  Elec-
tricity. Some Oaks & Cab-
bage Palms. Mostly cleared. 
$384,000 per parcel, or best 
offer. (772)233-9863

Lots - Sale 1045

LOT in Moore Haven - will 
trade for an RV of equal val-
ue of approx. $8,000 - 
$10,000.  (239)825-1143.

Mobile Homes
30002000
Mobile Home - Lots 2005
Mobile Home - Parts 2010
Mobile Homes - Rent 2015
Mobile Homes - Sale 2020

Mobile Home
Rent 2015

BEST VALUE IN TOWN! For 
Rent: 2/1 apartment and/or 
3/2 home. Both units newly 
remodeled. Located 12 min-
utes north of Okeechobee on 
Equestrian Ranch. Monthly 
water, trash & lawn mainte-
nance included. No Pets! 
$495 / $650 - Move in spe-
cial. M-F (863)467-2982

Dew Drop Inn-Adult park- 
DWMH- 3/2 12x26 screen 
room, 20x26 carport, cent 
A/C/Heat, incl appl, unfur-
nished. $900 mo.includes 
water/sewer, basic cable, 
1st,last & dep. References 
Req. (863)697-2065

HORSES WELCOME! Platts 
Bluff. 2/2 M/H. 5 Acres. 
$650 mo. + $650 sec. dep.  
(239)707-5155

MONTHLY $599
Waterfront, Clean & Quiet, 

Okeechobee’s Nicest. 
1 Bedroom & 2 Bedroom 
furnished & unfurnished 

(772)215-0010
KIB’S FISH CAMP

TREASURE ISLAND - 2/2, lg, 
furn SW, screened porch, 

stor-
age, private lot. $750/mo + 

1st, last & sec.(863)610-2126

Mobile Home
Rent 2015

TREASURE ISLAND-3218 SE
27th St.- 2/2 $750. mo. 1st, 
last & sec. OPT to buy
(305)-651-4873 or
(305)494-3738

TREASURE ISLAND-3916 SE
26th St- 2/2 Annual or Sea-
sonal, Furnished $850. mo
1st last & sec.
(305)494-3738

Mobile Home
Sale 2020

ADULT PARK in Okeechobee.
8’x24’ w/10’x20’ attached
family rm. 8’x8’6”Shed w/
W&D. $4000 863-381-7835

BANK REPO’S
MOVE TO YOUR LAND
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

FLEETWOOD 1983 - 13x50,
2BR, 2 BA. 2 porches & a
work shop. Leaving the area.
1st home in Riverbend on
the right. Asking $26,000
(863)467-2997

FLEETWOOD 1999 - 16x70,
3BR, 2BA. Great condition.
$13,000 or best offer.
(772)233-9863

MANUFACTURED 
HOME PARK

55+ La Belle, Florida
GATED, Clubhouse, Heated

Pool. Lease your 60 x 90 lot,
beautiful country living. In-
cludes lot, lawn service, wa-
ter, sewer and trash pickup,
$200/mo. Models available 
for immediate occupancy or
order your own on your lot.
30 minutes from Ft Myers.
M-F, 863-675-7555.

Recreation
30003000
Boats 3005
Campers/RVs 3010
Jet Skiis 3015
Marine Accessories 3020
Marine Miscellaneous 3025
Motorcycles 3030
Sport Vehicles/ATVs 3035

Boats 3005

BIG O AIRBOAT 2004 - 13’ Big 
O with polymer. Dark
green/silver stripe. 220 Con-
tinental. Front  seat driver
double backseat. Q series
sensenich carbon fi ber prop.
With trailer. Ready to be dual
magged. Call for more info.
$7500/neg. (863)697-6293
(863)763-0380

Campers/RVs 3010

HOLIDAY RAMBLER - One
bedroom/bath travel trailer.
Has gas/electric. in good
working condition. call for
details. $1700
(863)447-6304

Automobiles
40004000
Automobiles 4005
Autos Wanted 4010
Classic Cars 4015
Commercial Trucks 4020
Construction
Equipment 4025
Foreign Cars 4030
Four Wheel Drive 4035
Heavy Duty Trucks 4040
Parts - Repairs 4045
Pickup Trucks 4050
Sport Utility 4055
Tractor Trailers 4060
Utility Trailers 4065
Vans 4070

Pickup Trucks 4050

FORD F150 STX- RED 2004, 
very good cond. As is $6500
(863)763-4112

How to place 
your ad:

IT’S EASY, JUST GO TO:
� www.newszap.com/classifieds_fl

OR CALL:
� 1-877-353-2424 (Toll Free)

OR EMAIL:

� For Legal Ads:
legalads@newszap.com

� For All Other Classified Ads:
classads@newszap.com

OR FAX:
� 1-877-354-2424 (Toll Free)

Three weeks Free . . . It’s Easy!FreeThree

SUBMIT YOUR FREE
CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

SUBMIT YOUR FREE
CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

BUSINESS HOURS
� Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

DEADLINES

GUIDELINES FOR PLACING
FREE ADS!
• All personal items under $5,000

ABSOLUTELY FREE!
• Price must be included in ad
• Private parties only
• 2 items per household per issue

All personal items under $5,000 ABSOLUTELY FREE!

Published 3 weeks* in all of our Florida papers: Caloosa Belle, Clewiston News, Glades County Democrat,
Immokalee Bulletin, Okeechobee News, and The Sun

* Ads will run in the Wednesday Okeechobee News and weekly publications.

� Wednesday
11 a.m. Tuesday for Wednesday publication

� Friday
11 a.m.Thursay for Friday publication

� Sunday
Friday 10 a.m. for Sunday publication

Okeechobee News, Sunday, November 30, 200810

Special Notice 0155 Special Notice 0155 Employment
Full Time 0205

Employment
Full Time 0205 Sales 0230 Sales 0230



Submitted photo/YMS

Students of the Week
Students at Yearling Middle School are achieving excellence everyday. Students of the Week, Israel 
Ascencio, Noe Valdez, Ricardo Calzado, Lorraine Lutjen, Adam Davis, Maria Ruiz, Cody Thompson, 
and Dylan Hadley stand with Mr. Brewer, Mrs Markham and Mr. Tedders. Congratulations to our 
students!

ST. LUCIE BATTERY & TIRE

198 US Hwy 98N • Okeechobee • (863) 357-2431 • www.slbt.com

We are now able to do all phases

of mechanical work.  Full time

mechanic on duty.  Stop by and

give us a try!!!!

FLORIDA HEARTLAND RURAL MOBILITY
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION FORUM

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2008
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

BEING HELD IN THE 
JOHN BOY AUDITORIUM

1200 SOUTH W.C. OWEN  AVENUE
CLEWISTON, FL 33440

COME JOIN US TO DISCUSS AND LEARN
 MORE ABOUT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

IN YOUR AREA OF THE HEARTLAND

SPONSORED BY: 
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, DISTRICT ONE

FLORIDA’S HEARTLAND RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE
CENTER FOR URBAN TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH

TINDALE  - OLIVER, AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
302417 ON 11/30/08

NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE
COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT WILL 
HOLD A MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2008 AT 9:00 A.M. IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION ANNEX BUILDING, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE, 
SMALL CONFERENCE ROOM, 458 HIGHWAY 98 N., OKEECHOBEE, FL. A COPY OF 
THE PROPOSED AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED UPON REQUEST FROM THE UNDER-
SIGNED. IF ANY PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DECISION BY THE BOARD 
WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING; THAT PER-
SON WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS AND FOR SUCH PURPOSES 
THAT PERSON MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PRO-
CEEDINGS, WHICH INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE 
APPEAL IS TO BE BASED, IS MADE. ANY PERSON WISHING TO SPEAK AT THE 
MEETING MUST HAVE THEIR NAME AND TOPIC PLACED ON THE AGENDA ONE 
WEEK BEFORE THE DATE OF THE MEETING. ALL PROPERTY OWNERS WITHIN 
THE DISTRICT ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PERSONS 
NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION OR AN INTERPRETER TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE PRECEEDINGS SHOULD CONTACT THE DISTRICT’S OFFICES BY CALLING 
(863)763-4601 AT LEAST TWO (2) DAYS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF THE MEETING.
NOTICE: COQUINA WATER CONTROL DISTRICT HAS AN ONGOING AQUATIC 
SPRAYING PROGRAM, DISTRICT WIDE.

WILLARD M. BYARS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
17429 NW 242ND STREET
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
(863)763-4601 OR (863)634-3166
302157 ON 11/30/08

Okeechobee County Parks and Recreation

Seeking Advisory Committee Members for the
Parks and Recreation Master Plan

NOTICE

Okeechobee County is embarking on a Parks and Recreation Master Planning pro-
cess to:
 1) Identify the needs and desires of County residents;
 2) Create a long term vision for the County that includes parks, civic centers, cul-

tural and historical areas, conservation areas, streets and boulevards, and trails 
and green ways; and

 3) Develop a funding strategy to implement the vision.

We are forming a Parks and Recreation Master Plan Advisory Committee to help us 
with the Plan, and are seeking fi fteen (15) residents, property owners, business 
people and others who are interested in serving on the Committee.  The respon-
sibilities of an Advisory Committee member include:

   * Review of interim reports and memorandum prepared by our planning consul-
tants;

   * Attendance at review meetings for 2-4 hours every 2-3 months (total of 3-4 
meetings) to review and discuss the interim reports and to provide recommenda-
tions for staff, the consultants and the Commission;

   * Assisting the County by keeping others informed regarding the progress of the 
project.

 
The Advisory Committee should represent a cross-section of the County, so we are 
seeking members to represent the following interest areas:
 
 
   * Economic Development/Business          * Trails
   * Agriculture                                          * County Culture and History
   * Schools/Churches                                * Infrastructure
   * Youth Sports                                        * City
   * Kids                                                   * Tourism
   * Parents                                               * Adult Sports
   * Environment
 
If you are interested in serving on the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Advisory 
Committee, please contact Okeechobee County Parks and Recreation at 
(863) 763-6950.  The standard County Advisory Board application is also available 
on-line at www.co.okeechobee.fl .us.  Click on Board/Committee Application for New 
Appointments two-thirds of the way down on the Home page.  Applications are due 
at the Parks & Recreation Department offi ce at the Sports Complex, 640 NW 27th 
Lane by 5 p.m. Monday, December 8th so appointments can be made at the De-
cember 18th BOCC meeting.  Thank you for your interest.  With your assistance, we 
look forward to improving Okeechobee County’s Parks and Recreation system.
301960 ON 11/26,30/08
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Public Notice 5005

LEINHOLDERS SALE

Dec. 13, 2008 @ 9:00am
5705 Sunshine Ave.

Okeechobee, FL

2002 Dodge Dakato Sport
Blue Pickup

VIN#1B7FL36N523578401
302159 ON 11/30/08

NOTICE OF OUA MEETING

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the 
Okeechobee Utility Authority will meet 
in regular session on Tuesday, De-
cember 9, 2008 at 8:30 A.M., at the 
Okeechobee Utility Authority Offi ces, 
100 SW 5th Avenue, Okeechobee, 
Florida.

 Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Flori-
da Statutes, if a person decides to ap-
peal any decision made by the 
Authority with respect to such meet-
ings, he or she will need a record of 
proceedings and for such purpose 
may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceedings is made; 
which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal 
is based.  Such person may provide a 
court reporter, stenographer, or tape 
recorder for such verbatim record.

BY ORDER OF THE OKEECHOBEE
UTILITY AUTHORITY
      
John F. Hayford
Executive Director
302351 ON 11/30/08
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Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1 Somewhat
5 Memory mishap

10 Cool, in recent
slang

14 Isle where
several Scottish
kings are buried

15 “Let’s Fall in
Love” composer

16 Corrida beast
17 Bakery cookware
19 Deputy: Abbr.
20 The picky pick

them
21 Prankster’s act
23 Herbal drink
24 “__ Fideles”:

carol
26 Warmup places

for pitchers
28 Cap initials at

Busch Stadium
29 Eggs
31 Studies closely
32 Poland’s second-

largest city
34 Poet’s “before”
36 Flight attendant’s

serving area
37 They secure

wheels on axles
41 Determined to

carry out
44 Grass in strips
45 Aspiring GP’s

exam
49 Mentor’s charge
52 “Brokeback

Mountain”
director Ang

54 Pres. or P.M.
55 Longtime Met

coloratura
57 Relishes
59 “__ be a

pleasure!”
60 USA __
62 Greet the day
63 Crustacean with

edible legs
65 Typical frames

from “The Far
Side”

68 Slippery
69 Activist Medgar
70 Q.E.D. part
71 Evans who rode

Buttermilk
72 Takes a breather
73 Count (on)

DOWN
1 Draw a bead

2 Certainly will,
after “is”

3 Shortstop’s
locale

4 First family
before the
Wilsons

5 PC-to-PC system
6 Heavenly strings,

in Sorrento
7 Alternative

course of action
8 Lampooned
9 Store, as fodder

10 Mom-and-pop
org.

11 Restaurant
greeter

12 Weapons center
13 Just the way you

like it, in the
kitchen

18 Analogy words
22 Dust, polish, etc.
24 Communication

for the deaf:
Abbr.

25 Odd’s opposite
27 Spectrum maker
30 Jump shot path
33 Polish coin
35 Questioning

syllables
38 All thumbs
39 Capitol Hill VIP

40 Bad day for
Caesar

41 Joined, as film
42 Ethiopia neighbor
43 Blabbed
46 Sense of

psychological
completeness

47 Epinephrine-
producing gland

48 __-80: old
RadioShack
computer

50 Review
51 Curly salad 

green
53 Rank below

marquis
56 Freelance

writers’ encls.
58 Poisonous 

snake
61 Mongolian tent
64 “So long”
66 Barnyard brayer
67 Porcine pen

By Merle Baker
(c)2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 10/14/08

10/14/08

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Submitted photo/YMS

Twilight Celebration
Students at Yearling Middle School were excited about “Twilight,” written by Stephanie Myers. A 
movie based on the book opened in theaters last week. Eighty- two students, all of whom have 
read the book, gathered together to celebrate the opening of the movie nationwide. Students par-
ticipated in writing an alphabet poem summarizing “Twilight.” They also read character quotes and 
determined who said what. A drawing was held in which prizes such as roses, journals, posters, and 
movie tickets donated by the Brahman Theater were given.

Submitted photo/YMS

Where the Red Fern Grows
Remember when you were young and wanted to escape the trials and tribulations of growing up and 
you would lose yourself in a good book? Reading now, as it was then, is much more than just a form 
of relaxation. It is a source of timeless entertainment that can be explored on a personal, more indi-
vidual desire. Pod 300 at Yearling Middle School is reading books that several generations before 
them escaped to. Their current conquest is Wilson Rawls’s “Where the Red Fern Grows,” the story 
of a young man growing up in the rural Ozark Mountains during the Depression era. His desire to 
own two Redbone Hound pups gives many lessons to both the young and old alike in regards to the 
reality of life. Here students pose with “Rosebud”, a real Redbone Hound just like Ole Dan and Little 
Ann. Rosebud comes from a long line of Redbone hounds owned by Stephen Johnson. Some other 
books that several generations have enjoyed along with Mr. Rawls’s Where the Red Fern Grows are: 
Gibson’s Old Yeller, Kilgard’s Big Red. And A Nose for Trouble, and Jayne’s The Fishhawk. The stu-
dents were exposed to Where the Red Fern Grows by Language Arts teacher, Angela Keating. Her 
hope is that her students enjoy the classics just as much as the older generations have.

Fessl accepted at UNOH
Michael Fessl, son of Michael Fessl 

and Paula Fessl of 
Okeechobee, has 
been accepted 
to the University 
of Northwestern 
Ohio, (UNOH) in 
Lima, Ohio to begin 
classes in June 2009 
where he will be 
majoring in the Au-
tomotive Technolo-
gy Program. Michael 
attends Okeechobee High School.

Education
Brief

Mug
Box

Your community directory 
is a click away!

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads

Submitted photo/Bobbi Poole

Strike!
Enjoying a night of bowling for the Seminoles is Christie of Fan-
tasy Lighting.
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Prices in this ad good through Tuesday, December 2, 2008
winn-dixie.com

QUANTITY RIGHTS RESERVED       COPYRIGHT 2008 WINN-DIXIE STORES, INC

Isn’t that what you’d expect from The Beef People®?

12 oz. cans

8 pack
Pepsi 
products 4 for

$10
13-16 oz. Sunshine
Cheez-It crackers
or 12.25-13 oz.

Doritos

red or green leaf, Romaine or

crisp iceberg
lettuce

bottles or cans
Coors Light, Miller Genuine Draft, Miller Lite
or Bud Light, Select or

12 pack
Budweiser 

$799

4.4-6 oz.

fresh
blueberries
or blackberries

save up to 49¢ withsave up to $4.19 on 2 with

save up to $1.79 on 2 with

save up to $3.50 with

save up to $4.99 on 2 with

BUY ONE

GET
FREE1

GET LIKE ITEM ONLY WITH
CA

RD

6 inch pot in mylar
assorted colors

poinsettias

available in select stores

fresh
Fraser Fir
Christmas tree

$799
ea.

$4499
ea.

F L O R A L

BUY ONE

GET
FREE1

WITH CARD 

potato or macaroni salad or
Winn-Dixie
cole slaw 2 for

$4
save up to 50¢ with

Winn-Dixie
barbecue
baked beans 2 for

$5
save up to 99¢ with

zesty or lemon-peppered

whole
rotisserie chickens

$499
ea.

save up to $2.20 with

fresh in the deli

baby back ribs
$999

ea.
save up to $3.00 with

WD All Natural
any size package

center cut
boneless

pork chops

Sanderson Farms

boneless
chicken breasts

WD Brand Beef
U.S.D.A. Choice

boneless
top round

London broil

BUY ONE

GET
FREE1

OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE W
IT

H
CA

RD BUY ONE

GET
FREE1

OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE W
IT

H
CA

RDBUY ONE

GET
FREE1

OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE W
IT

H
CA

RD

save up to $5.39 on 2 lbs. with save up to $4.49 on 2 lbs. withsave up to $5.99 on 2 lbs. with

save 10%
on purchase 
of 8 or more 

pots

16 oz.
Fisherman’s Wharf

41-50 ct.
medium cooked
cocktail shrimp 

save up to $10.99 on 2 with

BREAKFAST BUFFET
7 Days A Week!

$719

Our Famous
TOUCHDOWN

Breakfast
$489

Our
LUNCH BUFFET
( Mon - Fri: 11:30am - 1:30pm)

Includes: Cold Cuts, Tuna & Chicken 
Salads, Hot Dogs & Hamburgers w/all the

fixings. Add drink for $.99

$7 99

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
SHRIMP & FISH

(Friday & Saturday’s)

$999

KIDS
EAT FREE!

Tuesday: 4-9pm
One Child & Adult

TThanksgiving
Day

All YYour
Favorites!

Nov 227 th
Buffet

$999
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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee senior Dustin 

Stokes signed a letter of intent to 

play college baseball for Indian 

River State College last week.

Stokes, a 6’3” left hander, ap-

pears to have a bright future as 

he has some of the attributes col-

lege and pro coaches look for. He 

is tall, strong, throws hard, and 

works hard.

“It’s a big decision for me, and 

I think it’s a good thing to be lo-

cal, near my family, and at a good 

school,” Stokes said. He noted 

coaches promised him he would 

play either as a pitcher or even as 

a hitter.

Stokes has played all year long 

to help improve his baseball skills. 

He played in South West Florida 

and earned some looks from 

the Colorado Rockies and other 

pro teams this summer. One day 

Stokes said he would love to be a 

professional ball player.

His father David said he feels 

Dustin’s dream of being a pro ball 

player is a very possible dream, 

“He keeps a straight head all the 

time. He doesn’t let things bother 

him. He is the same person no 

matter what,” he said.

Dad said having his son close 

will be great as he can go to most 

of his games. He noted having 

him sign early takes a lot of pres-

sure off so Dustin can relax and 

play his senior year.

“It’s exciting to see it but scary 

at the same time, it’s like letting 

him go,” David added.

Stokes also got looks from Pan-

ama City Community College and 

Brevard Community College. He 

decided to stay close to home.

“I wanted to be near family. I 

don’t know how my career will 

go but I hope to get into a rotation 

somewhere,” he added.

Stokes is the fi rst Brahman 

since Codie Storey to sign a col-

lege scholarship. Brahmans 

Coach Dylan Tedders said he ex-

pects a lot of signings over the 

next couple of years.

“Dustin is excited. We knew 

Indian River wanted him. He’s 

put in the work. He’s a good left 

handed pitcher and he will have a 

good career over there.”

Tedders praised Stokes for his 

work ethic and his attitude. He 

noted Stokes leads by example 

and doesn’t do a lot of talking. He 

let his actions speak louder than 

words.

Tedders said Mike Minondo, 

another senior, could also sign 

this year. He added that several 

members of the junior class could 

sign college scholarships.

“We have a lot of hungry guys 

here. I think this is just the fi rst 

in a long line of things to come,” 

Tedders said.

Dustin Stokes 
signs with IRSC

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Dustin Stokes on signing day for IRSC baseball team. From 
the left are David Stokes, Dustin Stokes and Dylan Tedders.
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