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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The Aucilla Area Solid Waste Administration
and the Madison County Board of  County Commis-
sioners will hold a workshop Tuesday, Sept. 4, at 5
p.m. at the Administration’s offices, located at 1313
SW Greenville Hills Road in Greenville.

The purpose of  the meeting is to discuss the sale
of  a 130-acre adjoining tract to the Administration
by the Board of  County Commissioners. The county
currently owns the property.

A good portion of  the land is swamp land and it
is believed the Administration will use the property
as a buffer, although they could possibly use the
property for another purpose later. 

The public is invited to attend the workshop. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Bruce Jordan was
named the acting fire
chief  for the City of
Madison, replacing Al-
fred Martin, who has
been suspended with
pay, following Martin’s
arrest for four felony
counts of  grand theft
and official misconduct. 

Jordan said he was
called to the office of
City Manager Tim Ben-
nett, who placed the du-
ties on him. 

Jordan has worked
for Madison Fire & Rescue 17 years. Also an emer-
gency medical technician (EMT), he has worked
with Madison County EMS for 18 years. 

Jordan has firefighter training and graduated
from EMT school at Taylor Technical in Perry. He
holds an Associate of  Science degree. 

Since becoming the acting chief, Jordan has
worked administration for the department, attend-
ing many meetings, including department head
meetings as well as meetings with Emergency Man-

Please see Bruce Jordan, Page 3A

By Lazaro Aleman
Special from ECB
Publishing, Inc.

Madison and Jeffer-
son counties’ jobless
rates rose again in July,
reflecting a statewide
trend that saw Florida’s
unemployment rate
register a 0.2 percent-
age point increase from
the previous month. 

This according to
the latest statistics re-
leased by the Florida
Department of  Eco-

nomic Opportunity
(FDEO) on Friday, Aug.
17.

The figures show
Florida’s seasonally
adjusted unemploy-
ment rate was 8.8 per-
cent in July, up from
8.6 percent in June,
while Madison Coun-
ty’s rate climbed from
10.8 to 11.4 percent and
Jefferson County’s rate
climbed from 7.7 to 8.7
percent during the
same period. 

“There were
816,000 jobless Floridi-
ans out of  a labor force
of  9,269,000,” the FDEO
reports. “The July 2012
rate was 1.8 percentage
points lower than the
year-ago rate of  10.6
percent.”

The U.S. unemploy-
ment rate, meanwhile,
was 8.3 percent in July.

The DEO points out
that Florida’s seasonally

Please see Jobless,
Page 3A

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

For the first time in
over 100 years, hard
liquor will be able to be
sold legally in Madison
County. Voters had their
say on Tuesday, Aug. 28,
and made Madison
County one of  Florida’s
wet counties. 

A total of  3,064 vot-
ers (or 61.61 percent) of
the voters cast their bal-
lots in favor of  the wet
county referendum,
while 1,909 (or 38.38 per-
cent) voted against the
measure. 

The second part of
the ballot concerned the
sale by drink or by the
package. A total of  3,061
voters cast their ballots
for sale by the drink
while 1,401 cast their bal-
lot for sale by the pack-
age. 

Total voter turnout
for the election was 42.3
percent, approximately
five percent lower than
the turnout for the pri-
mary election.

The sale of  hard
liquor will not be able to
be done until 90 days af-
ter a required vote by

the Madison County
Commission to approve
the vote. A workshop
conducted by a member
of  the Department of
Business and Profes-
sional Regulation on the
requirements to enter
the lottery to get a busi-
ness license will be held
at the 53 Bar on Thurs-
day, Sept. 6, at 2 p.m. 

Midway Church of
God Pastor Retis Flow-
ers, who chaired the
group opposed to liquor
sales, Citizens for Madi-

Please see Wet, 
Page 3A

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

A presentation on the James
Madison Preparatory High School, a
proposed charter school, is on the
agenda for the Tuesday, Sept. 4, meet-
ing of  the Madison County School
board.

Other items slated for the agenda
include school zone/district transfers;
GED requests; student overnight or
out-of-state trips; staff  trips (non-gen-
eral fund, in or out of  state); staff  trips
(general fund, in or out of  state); the
2012-2013 organizational chart;

screened school volunteers; personnel
changes; and staffing table revisions. 

On the consent agenda will be
minutes of  the previous meeting(s);
contract with the Taylor County
School Board to participate in the
North Florida Career Pathways Con-
sortium for 2012-2013; and an agree-
ment with the Capital Area Chapter of
the American Red Cross to use Madi-
son County schools as shelters for dis-
aster relief  activities. 

Other items of  interest to the
board and a time for public input are
also on the agenda. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The Florida Department of
Transportation has scheduled a
public workshop on Thursday,
Sept. 27, at the County Commis-
sion Chambers at the Courthouse
Annex, located at 229 SW Pinck-
ney Street in Madison. The work-
shop will discuss proposed safety

improvements at the intersection
of  US 90 and State Road 53/State
Road 145.

Improvements being recom-
mended include widening of  the
intersection to accommodate
trucks turning onto the roads,
resurfacing the existing roadway
on SR 53/SR 145 from SE Rutledge
Street to Livingston Street and re-

striping SR 53/SR 145 to provide
left turn lanes onto US 90.

Also to be discussed will be
the installation of  a raised con-
crete traffic separator on US 90
from SR 53/SR 145 to Hancock.

The workshop will be an open
house format from 4:30-6:30 p.m. A
public comment period will begin
at 6:30 p.m. 

The Suwannee River Water Management Dis-
trict (District) will deliver a total of  $346,103.52 to 11
counties as Payment in Lieu of  Taxes (PILT) this
year. 

The PILT program was created by the Florida
Legislature to help reduce the fiscal impact to rural
counties when the State or District acquires lands.
Since land owned by the District is tax-exempt, PILT
funds offset the loss of  tax revenue when the District
purchases property for flood control, water quality,
water supply and natural resource protection. The
District will pay PILT funds to counties until their
populations reach 150,000. 

The PILT funding comes from the Legislature,
enabling the District to make payments to its rural
counties.

“The District is grateful to our Legislative Dele-
gation for their support in securing the funding that
allows us to distribute the PILT checks to our com-
munities,” said District Executive Director Ann
Shortelle.

The following are totals that each county is
scheduled to receive:

Bradford: $15,416.77
Columbia: $40,100.89
Dixie: $21,647.39
Gilchrist: $44,392.72
Hamilton: $37,752.42
Jefferson: $9,223.41
Lafayette: $77,306.21
Levy: $30,401.84
Madison: $20,464.85
Suwannee: $30,429.59
Taylor: $18,967.43
District staff  will distribute PILT payments to

the county commissions through November.

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

A one-vehicle wreck
on Interstate 10 caused
$3,000 in damage to a
2004 Chevy two-door on
Wednesday, Aug. 29, at
1:20 p.m. 

According to a
Florida Highway Patrol
report, Norman Ter-
ence Zaldivar, 48, of
Fayetteville, N.C., was
traveling east on I-10 in
the inside eastbound
lane, approaching the
235 eastbound mile-
marker. 

Zaldivar said that
he was going 65-70 miles
per hour and hit some
standing water and lost
control of  the car, The
car rotated counter-
clockwise and struck
the bridge rail with its
front. 

The car continued
to travel east and came
to a final rest, facing
east in the center grass
median.

FHP Trooper Chuck
Swindle was the investi-
gating officer. 
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The peak of  hurri-
cane season always
makes Florida residents
start thinking about if
their family is prepared
in case of  an emergency,
but we should be taking
steps year round to en-
sure our safety and the
safety of  our loved ones.
Instead of  waiting until
hurricane season to
start or replenish your
family emergency kit,
try adding a few things
each month.  This will
keep you from having to
spend a lot of  money at
one time and allow you
to purchase items at
their best sale price.  To
help you and your fami-
ly get started I’ve put to-
gether a list of  items you
may want to include.  Re-
member to get the whole
family involved so they
know what is in the box
and what it should be
used for; most impor-
tantly what they should
do in case of  an emer-
gency.  If  you have small
kids at home, hold an
emergency drill once
every month or two; this
will keep them (mostly)
calm in an emergency
situation because they
know where to go and
what to do!

72 Hour Emergency
Kit Starter Items:

Month 1 - Contain-
er for supplies, 1 flash
light per person with ex-
tra batteries, current
family or individual
photos labeled, emer-
gency exit route (lami-

nated), important phone
numbers list (laminat-
ed), current list of  med-
ications and allergies
(laminated), $20 cash in
various bills (remember
power failure makes
debit/credit card ma-
chines inoperable)

Month 2 - Toiletry
items, blankets, paper
towels, can opener, can-
dles & matches, $20 cash
in various bills

Month 3 - First Aid
kit, bottled and jugs of
water, canned/instant
food items, small pot,
propane camping grill,
$20 cash in various bills

Month 4 - One
change of  clothes per
family member plus ex-
tra under garments,
garbage bags, hand sani-
tizer, $20 cash in various
bills, limited entertain-
ment (playing cards, pa-
per, pens, toys for little
ones, etc.)

These items should
be adapted to meet the
needs and size of  your
family.  Always remem-

ber to replenish the kit
(especially perishable
items!) either at the end
or beginning of  each
hurricane season so you
are always prepared.

Becky V. Bennett
The Institute of  Food

and Agricultural Sci-
ences (IFAS) is an Equal
Employment Opportuni-
ty—Affirmative Action
Employer authorized to
provide research, educa-
tional information and
other services only to indi-
viduals and institutions
that function with non-
discrimination with re-
spect to race, creed, color,
religion, age, disability,
sex, sexual orientation,
marital status, national
origin, political opinions
or affiliations.  U.S. De-
partment of  Agriculture,
Cooperative Extension
Service, University of
Florida, IFAS, Florida
A&M. University Cooper-
ative Extension Program,
and Boards of  County
Commissioners Cooperat-
ing.

8/23
Laura Villarreal Al-

varado - No Driver Li-
cense 

Anthony James
Hampton - Drug (Pos-
session), Drug (Sell) 

Ben Christian - Vio-
lation of  Parole (Coun-
ty) 

Maxell Deangelo
Baggs - Violation of  Pa-
role (County)

8/24
Herman Cobb - DUI
John Lee Jackson -

Writ of  Bodily Attach-
ment

8/25
Heather Lynn Ad-

kinson - Out of  County
Warrant

Corey Lee Souther-
land - Drug (Cannabi-
noid), Paraphernalia 

Jeremy Lamont
Harris - Trespassing Af-
ter Warning

8/26
Dorothy Ann Fead

- Disorderly Conduct
Austin Blake Pop-

pell - Obstruction by
Disguise

Marcia Bellamy -
Disorderly Conduct

Isaac Charles
Cooper - Affray

Ella Dede Edwards
- Affray

8/27
Ervey Munoz-

Munoz-Violation of
Parole (Circuit)

Derrick Damar
Baker-Grand Theft III,
Specified Property,
Dealing in Stolen
Property 

Barbara Ann
Roberson - Violation of
Parole (Circuit)

Daniel Sharice
Kinsey - Criminal Reg-
istration Only

8/28
Shamika Shontea

Scott - Criminal Regis-
tration Only

Dietrich Lamar
Johnson - Robbery

Marcus J. Weather-
spoon - Retail Theft

Kevin Leon Bell - Vi-
olation of  Parole (Cir-
cuit), Write of  Bodily
Attachment (2 Counts)

Onas DeJesus
Reyes-Rivas - Violation
of  Parole

James Collen
Williams - Violation of
Parole

Darrell Lashawn
Adams - Violation of  Pa-
role (County)

Michael Andrea
Cunningham - Failure to
Appear

8/29
Daniel Allan Bru-

mit - Abuse (Child En-
dangerment), Abuse
(Child), Abuse (Spouse) 

Jail 
Report

Madison County…

Strange interludes of  madness
seem to softly walk by me. Memories
of  yesterday blend in with now and
create the fabric of  which my life is
made.

Memories of  Tallahassee begin to
flicker like the beginning of  a motion
picture in a darkened movie theater;
memories of  Spanish moss hanging
from oak trees, near Lafayette Circle;
memories of  canopied roads off  side
streets down Mahan Drive.

As the motion picture begins to
start, and the memory becomes less
clouded, canopy roads and Spanish
moss give way to a carpet made of  as-
phalt and concrete, surrounded by
curtains of  steel and bright lights.

The city becomes more clinical
looking each day, but parts of  it still
retain a rural, genteel Southern
charm. There are still women who say,
“Bless your little heart,” old men who
call all women “honey” and young
people who answer their elders with
“yes, sir,” “no, sir,” “yes, ma’am,” “no,
ma’am.”

As Mahan becomes Tennessee
Street and you go farther into Talla-
hassee, you come up on Florida State
University. Turn down Macomb Street
and then College Avenue and you will
see the Westcott Building with its his-
toric fountain. Memories of  being a
student at the College of  Communica-
tion seem to emerge on the silver
screen, as I watch frat boys in a Jeep
drive by and throw a pledge into the
fountain and drive off. Minutes later,
the frat boys are back, throwing an-
other pledge into the fountain. (At
least, I hope they were pledges and not
students the guys had decided to kid-
nap.)

I also see the scene where I was
thrown into the fountain by three girls
but that was pre-planned as a stunt for
a TV show (1800 Seconds) that the stu-
dents produced for WFSU-TV. Unfortu-
nately, that footage never aired

because there was too much back-
ground noise from the fountain.

The fountain that the unfortunate
students and I (who actually had fun
being thrown in by three cute girls)
were thrown in was replaced by an ex-
act replica of  the original fountain in
1988 because of  failure in the support
structure of  the original. I remember
lazy days spent sitting at the fountain,
talking with friends. I even remember
sitting there, talking to my friend,
Nicole (Nicky), on my birthday.

I was a student at FSU during 1986
and 1987, transferring from North
Florida Junior College (now North
Florida Community College). Football
reigned, although FSU was struggling
like a newborn calf  to find its legs to
stand on. Bobby Bowden was the head
coach but he had not yet reached his
legend status. Mark Richt, current
University of  Georgia head coach, was
a grad assistant for the Seminoles,
having formerly been a backup quar-
terback for the University of  Miami.

On the evening of  Saturday, Sept.
13, 1986, FSU did not have a football
game. A 21-year-old starting offensive
tackle for the team was shot following
an argument at a dance outside of
Montgomery Gym. Pablo Lopez died
at the hospital at 1:30 a.m. the next day.
Nicky and I spoke briefly that Monday
about the death of  the young man who
she knew but that I never met.

A longer conversation about
Pablo’s death took place between
Mark Richt and Coach Bowden and
Richt gave his heart to the Lord. To-
day, he is an example to young men
everywhere, especially in Athens, Ga.

It has been a long time since I have
been back to FSU but I will return Sat-
urday as the Seminoles continue their
proud football heritage under Coach
Jimbo Fisher. It will be my birthday
and I hope to celebrate in victory as
the Seminoles defeat Murray State.
Go, Seminoles!
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Did

You

Know...
Percentage

of  

American

men who

say they

would 

marry the

same

woman if

they had it

to do all

over again:

80%
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We have:
A president - who writes Executive Or-

ders, bypassing the Senate and House, that
give him the means to pursue his “anti-Con-
stitution” agenda - who stirs with a big
stick, racial, ethnic, labor related tensions.

National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) and the Patriot Act which give the
president the power to use police and mili-
tary personnel to enter, at will, any private
property and detain U.S. citizens with or
without charges or representation for un-
limited length of  time...and oh yes, let’s not
forget Martial Law!

Federal agencies ordering and stockpil-
ing thousands of  rounds of  ammo.

UN  Agenda 21 (the agenda for “sustain-
ability”) which is rapidly taking control or
influencing our school systems, zoning and
land use laws,  our public lands and water-
ways (including much of  what is on private
property), in fact, meddling in every area of
our lives.

Hillary Clinton - bound and determined
to sign a UN Small Arms Treaty, which will
give the United Nations control over our
right to bear arms and defend ourselves.

Flash mobs attacking and terrorizing in-
nocent, easy targets for brutalizing, which
is then unreported or often called “simple”
theft or crime.  

Etc., (limited only by space)
QUOTES FROM ARTICLE BY ALEX

NEWMAN/WND
“The eyes of  the world were on South

Africa two decades ago as the apartheid era
came to an end and Western governments
helped bring the communist-backed African
National Congress (ANC) to power.

Last month, however, when Genocide
Watch chief  Gregory Stanton declared that
white South African farmers were facing a
genocidal onslaught and that communist
forces were taking over the nation, virtually
nobody noticed.

Few outside of  South Africa paid atten-
tion either when, earlier this year, the pres-
ident of  South Africa began publicly
singing songs advocating the murder of
whites.

The silence is so deafening that Secre-
tary of  State Hillary Clinton didn’t even
publicly mention the problems when she
was there last week.  Instead, she was busy
dancing, pledging billions of  dollars and
praising the ruling government.

‘I find that quite disturbing, as if
Afrikaner lives do not count for the Obama
administration,’ Dan Roodt of  the Pro-
Afrikaans Action Group, PRAAG, told WND.

Genocide Watch, a highly respected U.S.-
based nonprofit organization..., has been
sounding the alarm on the genocidal on-
slaught facing South Africa for a decade.  

Over those 10 years, thousands of  white
South African farmers, known as Boers,
have been massacred in the most horrific
ways imaginable. The horrifying evidence
is available for the world to see on countless
sites throughout the Internet: pictures of
brutalized dead women and children - even
babies.

The government often classifies the bru-
tal farm murders as simple “robberies,”
sometimes the crimes are not even report-
ed. 

The government, meanwhile, has al-
ready launched a campaign to disarm
Afrikaner farmers. Disarmament of  the tar-
get group is one of  the surest warning signs
of  impending genocide.

‘More and more, the ANC regime’s sup-
porters are turning to violence and revolu-
tion to achieve their aims of  taking control
over land and industry,’ Roodt explained.

‘The government also disbanded farmer
self-defense groups known as commandos
that formerly protected rural areas.’

According to Roodt, South Africa, like
every country during a communist
takeover, is being deliberately destabilized.
Ethnic and racial tensions are being pur-
posefully stirred up as part of  the scheme as
well, he said.

If  the ANC gets its way, they (activists,
exiles and human rights leaders) say, it will
be an unmitigated disaster for whites,
blacks - basically everyone except political-
ly connected cronies.”

Let’s see - We have a warning!
SPREAD THE WORD FOR AFRICA AND

LEARN THE LESSON FOR AMERICA!

THE REPUBLICAN CLUB 
OF MADISON COUNTY

Meets September 10 at 12:00 noon at
Shelby’s Restaurant
EVERYONE WELCOME

Paid for and approved by the 
Madison County Republican 

Executive Committee
MadisonRepublican@embarqmail.com

Conservative Conservative 
CornerCorner

By Claudia Anderson 
VP, Republican Club of Madison

Let’s See

son County with Mount Olive Baptist Pastor Greg
Ragans, said he was disappointed with the turnout.
“I am not disappointed in the ones who showed up
and voted their conviction. I am disappointed in the
ones who sat back and chose to do nothing. We ex-
pected the citizens to really care enough to turn out
in a number that showed they still believe in moral
values, education and work ethics to help the econo-
my in a positive way.” 

Citizens for Madison County had been pushing
for a 60 percent voter turnout.

“It may or may not have changed the outcome of
the election,” Flowers said, “but if  there was a larg-
er turnout, the people as a whole would have been
heard from.”

Ted Ensminger, who chaired the MadisonYes!
political action committee, which pushed for the ref-
erendum to be placed on the ballot and its passing,
said, “You know, I think everybody clearly under-
stood how emotional of  an issue this was. I’m sure
people are glad it’s over for different reasons. I am
grateful and thankful that it passed.”

Ensminger is optimistic about Madison Coun-
ty’s future.

“I believe we are going to see some positive
changes in the next year or two,” he said.

Ensminger thanked the volunteers for their
“courage and commitment.”

He said that it was a possibility that Madis-
onYes! would continue to work in a pro-business ca-
pacity as the political action committee in
Suwannee County has done. 

“It would be business people working in a posi-
tive direction for Madison County,” he said. 

Though prohibition passed nationwide on Oct.
28, 1919, with the adoption of  the Volstead Act, Madi-
son County had voted itself  dry years before. Prohi-
bition was repealed on Dec. 5, 1933, with the passage
of  the 21st amendment. 

agement because of  Tropical Storm Isaac. He
has also talked to vendors, makes sure that the
trucks are being repaired and maintained and
handles any calls that come through when he’s
working. 

“The thing I had to get used to is coming in
to work every day,” he said. “Before, I worked
shift work.” 

The shifts that Jordan had to work were 24
hours on and 48 hours off. 

Right now, he’s trying to make a change in
the shifts. Currently, firefighters have to change
shifts at night. He is working to getting it
changed to the morning. 

Jordan admits that it has been fairly quiet
since he took over handling the chief ’s duties.
He said that it’s fortunate that it’s so quiet but
said, “I worry when it’s quiet.” 

Jordan said that right now, he has to make a
decision on the person to hire to fill a position at
the fire department. He said in the future, they
are going to a hiring board so the decision will
not just be his, but will also be the decision of
his fellow lieutenants, Dan Studstill and Earnie
Johnson. 

Jordan said that since he has taken over his
new duties that he has gotten a lot of  support
from the city commission and city manager. He
also noted that he has always had a good rela-
tionship with the volunteer fire departments
throughout the county and he expects that to
continue. 

“I’m just trying to make sure the department
keeps running until things stabilize and we get
through this part we’re at right now,” he said. 

Bruce is married to the former Lisa Linton.
They have a son and a daughter. He is the son of
Eulis and Mary Ellen Jordan and has three sis-
ters. 

adjusted total nonagricultural employment was
7,331,400 in July, “a decrease of  3,300 jobs over the
month.”

“The number of  jobs in the state was up 69,900
over the year, an increase of  1.0 percent from July
2011,” the FDEO reports. “Nationally, the number of
jobs was up 1.4 percent over the year.”   

For Jefferson County, the 8.7 percent rate trans-
lates into 581 jobless persons out of  a labor force of
6,702, compared with 513 jobless persons out of  a la-
bor force of  6,695 in June. 

In July 2011, the comparable figures were 624
jobless persons out of  a workforce of  6,755 when the
unemployment rate was 9.2 percent.  

For Madison County, the 11.4 percent translates
into 823 jobless persons out of  a labor force of  7,193,
compared with 779 jobless persons out of  a labor
force of  7,204 in June. 

In July 2011, the comparable figures were 920
jobless persons out of  a labor force of  7,307, when
the unemployment rate was 12.6 percent.

Seasonally adjusted means the figures have
been purged of  seasonal and other factors that
would increase the numbers. The statistics do not

reflect individuals who have given up the search for
work or who are underemployed or employed part
time. 

The FDEO reports that the industry gaining the
most jobs was professional and business services,
up 41,600 jobs, followed by trade, transportation, and
utilities, up 19,500 jobs; private education and health
services, up 17,400 jobs; and leisure and hospitality,
up 14,900 jobs. 

The industries losing jobs over the year includ-
ed construction, down 16,900 jobs; total government,
down 10,170 jobs; and other services, down 4,100
jobs.

Monroe County continued to have the state’s
lowest unemployment rate at 5.3 percent, followed
by Walton County at 5.6 percent; Okaloosa County at
6.4 percent; and Franklin at 6.5 percent. 

Hendry County continued to have the state’s
highest unemployment rate at 16.1 percent, followed
by Flagler County at 12.7 percent; St. Lucie at 12.6
percent; and Indian River at 12.2 percent.  

The FDEO reports that 20 of  Florida’s 67 coun-
ties experienced double-digit unemployment in July,
up from 15 in June.

Wet
cont from Page 1A

Bruce Jordan
cont from Page 1A

Jobless
cont from Page 1A
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Cinderella, Cinderel-
la! played to an audience
of  over 200 people who

were guests at New Tes-
tament Christian
School’s open house on
Tuesday evening, Aug.
28. The play was per-

formed by members of
the Rural Area Theater
(RAT). 

Teagan Dunn
starred in the title role
as the poor girl who was
tormented by her
wicked stepsisters,
played by Sara Taylor
and Kelsey Varn. 

David Calhoun was
cast as Prince Charming
and several times he also
appeared as a poor beg-
gar woman who sought
out a kind person. Later,
the prince revealed he
had been the beggar
woman. 

Sean Cucinella was
cast as Tom the Cat, who
was Cinderella’s only
friend and who constant-
ly urged her to stand up
for herself. 

Skyler Dunn played
the Clock and Link
Claverie was cast as the
Herald, Link’s wife,
Melody, was cast as Lady
Lotta BonBon.

Judie Baldwin did a
great job playing the
Fairy Godmother.

The crew was
formed of  Donn Smith,
stage manager; Dawn
Renner, prop artist; and
Tim Dunn, who did the
lighting for the play. 

Jessica Webb direct-
ed Cinderella, Cinderel-
la!

Webb said the next
production of  the Rural
Area Theater would
probably be in early De-
cember. Shesaid they are
looking at doing some
kind of  Christmas show. 
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THANK YOU!
I want to per-

sonally thank each
of you for your
vote, moral sup-
port and especially
the prayers making
me victorious as
County Commis-
sioner represent-
ing District 3 during the August 14
primary. Thanks also to each voter that
voted during the election.  

For all the votes I missed during the
primary, I welcome the opportunity to earn
yours during the General Election.

I humbly and sincerely ask for your
vote as the next County Commissioner for
District 3 on November 6, 2012.

Thanks Again,
Ronnie L. Moore

August 31
The Madison County Farm Bu-

reau will present the George
Townsend Good Neighbor Award at its
Annual Banquet on Sept. 18.The
award was named after Mr. George
Townsend, who exemplified a kind
and loving spirit and generosity to
everyone. He was truly a good neigh-
bor with those he came in contact
with.

The deadline to nominate a resi-
dent of  Madison County who repre-
sents the traits that George
Townsend demonstrated is Aug. 31.
There is no set length required in the
nomination letter, so one can write as
much as they want to about their
nominee.

Please drop your letter off  at the
Madison County Farm Bureau office,
or mail to 233 West Base Street Madi-
son Fl 32340 or you may also email the
latter to lindsey.lawson@ffbic.com.
The winner will be announced at the
Sept. 18 annual Farm Bureau meeting
and dinner.

September 1
The Dave Galbraith Football

League will hold sign-ups on Saturday,
Sept. 1, from 9 a.m. until noon at the
Madison County Courthouse. Age
groups are open for 6 and 7 year olds,
8, 9 and 10 year olds and 11, 12, and 13
years olds. The age control date is
Sept. 1. Ten year olds weighing more
than 120 pounds must play in the next
age group. Those who are 13 and weigh
over 130 pounds are ineligible to play
in the league. Please bring $50 sign-up
fee and a copy of  birth certificate even
if  the player has played in previous
years. A parent or guardian will need

to be present to sign for each player.

September 1
A bake sale will be held to raise

money for the building fund at Jes-
lamb A.M.E. Church. The sale will be
held Saturday, Sept. 1, from 8 a.m.-5
p.m. at Granny’s Indoor Yard Sales, lo-
cated at 633 NE Colin Kelly Hwy., in
Madison. The purpose is to raise mon-
ey for a new air conditioner.

September 1
The Morgan-Wilson reunion will

be held at the Forest Capital Park in
Perry on Saturday, Sept. 1, at 11 a.m.
Lunch will be held at 12:15 p.m. and
the auction will be held at 1:15 p.m.
Family members are asked to bring a
covered dish lunch, beverage, lawn
chair and something for the auction.
Plates, cups, forks, napkins and ice
will be provided. For more informa-
tion, please call JoAnn Wilson at (850)
584-8181. 

September 4
The American Red Cross will hold

a blood drive Tuesday, Sept. 4, from 3-7
p.m. in the Winn Dixie parking lot in
Madison. All who are present will re-
ceive an American Red Cross Travel
mug. For more information, please
visit redcrosblood.org or call 1-800-
RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

September 5
The Tall Pines Club will meet

Wednesday, Sept. 5, at noon in the Mill
Conference Room in Clyattville, Ga.
The meat will be furnished. One may
bring a side dish or dessert to go with
the meal. Please make plans to attend
for good food, fun and fellowship. 

Community Calendar

Cinderella, Cinderella!
Thrills Audience At New Testament Open House

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, August 28, 2012

Skyler Dunn (the Clock), left, Link Laverie (the Herald), center, and David Cal-
houn (the Beggar Woman and Prince Charming), ponder a question.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Jacob Bembry, August 28, 2012

Sean Cucinella (Tom the Cat), Teagan Dunn (Cinderella), Sara Taylor (Wicked
Stepsister), and Kelsey Varn (Wicked Stepsister), are pictured left to right as the
stepsisters torment Cinderella.

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by
Jacob Bembry, August 28, 2012

Teagan Dunn, as Cin-
derella, who has been
transformed for the ball,
explains the reason for
her hesitation to the Fairy
Godmother, played by
Judie Baldwin. 
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www.morrells.comLake City SW Deputy J. Davis Lane   386.752.3910 or 800.597.3526

LABOR DAY

“If you haven’t been to Morrell’s lately, you owe it to yourself to come by!”

ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING ON SALE!ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING ON SALE!

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON RECLINERSGUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON RECLINERS

TAKE AN EXTRA 25% OFF ALL CLEARANCE ITEMSTAKE AN EXTRA 25% OFF ALL CLEARANCE ITEMS

UP TO 48 MONTHS NO INTEREST FINANCING. UP TO 48 MONTHS NO INTEREST FINANCING. 
(See store for details)(See store for details)

REGISTER TO WINREGISTER TO WIN
A WOODSDALE DURA BLEND A WOODSDALE DURA BLEND 

LIVING ROOM SETLIVING ROOM SET

As the nation’s college students
head back to school, and with a grow-
ing number of  them planning to use
credit cards during the school year,
the Independent Community Bankers
of  America (ICBA) and Madison
County Community Bank want to en-
courage students to be responsible
when using their credit cards so they
can maintain their finances and estab-
lish solid credit.
“As college students work toward

their professional goals by obtaining
educational degrees, we urge them to
also consider their financial future
and the role that credit plays in help-
ing them achieve their personal and
professional goals,” said Jeff  Gerhart,
chairman of  ICBA and of  Bank of
Newman Grove, Neb. “The fact is that
no one may ever need to see your tran-
script after you leave school, but your
credit report will be with you for the
rest of  your life.”
New rules governing credit cards

aimed specifically at protecting stu-
dents went into effect in 2010. Accord-
ing to these rules, credit card
companies are prohibited from issu-
ing cards to anyone under the age of
18, and those under 21 need either an
adult co-signer or proof  of  income. Ed-
ucational institutions must disclose
any agreements they have with credit
card companies that market to stu-
dents, and credit card companies may
no longer entice students with free
gifts. All other provisions in the Cred-
it Card Accountability, Responsibility,
and Disclosure (CARD) Act that cover
consumers—such as advance notice of
changes, more time to make payments
and terms that are easier to under-
stand—apply to students as well.
Even with these safeguards, the

best protection against getting deeply
in debt is knowing the pitfalls and how
to avoid them. ICBA and Madison
County Community Bank offer the fol-
lowing tips to help students use credit
cards wisely:
• Set up and follow a budget that

includes paying off  a credit card bal-
ance. “Maxing out” or charging up to
your card’s credit limit can make
sticking to your budget more difficult.
• Remember that cash advances,

unlike purchases, generally have fi-
nance charges that apply immediately.
• Pay on time, every time. When-

ever possible, pay more than the mini-
mum payment owed (for example, 150
percent of  the minimum) to pay off
the balance faster and save on finance
charges.
• Keep records of  your account

number, expiration date and the phone
number of  your card issuer in a safe
place.
• Keep your account information

confidential.
• Never give out your credit card

number, card verification number
(which appears on or near the signa-

ture panel) or expiration date over the
phone, unless you initiated the call
and know who you’re dealing with.
• Elect to receive your statement

information online. Many sites offer
an alert for unusual transactions and
reminders of  when your bill is due.
• Consider making your credit

card payment online to ensure it is re-
ceived by the monthly due date.
• Routinely access your account

information online to track your
spending and to quickly identify
fraudulent transactions. If  you see a
transaction that is not yours, notify
your card issuer immediately.
• If  there’s an error on your ac-

count, report it immediately by notify-
ing your card issuer. Look for
complete instructions on your month-
ly statement or your bank’s website
and follow them carefully to protect
your rights.
• Keep a copy of  your sales re-

ceipts so you can compare what you
bought with the charges on your bill.
• When making online transac-

tions, be sure the site is secure. Don’t
let others see you enter card informa-
tion.
• Don’t lend your credit card to

anyone, not even a friend. Ever.
• If  you move, notify your card is-

suer immediately.
• If  you encounter financial diffi-

culties, contact your card issuer as
soon as possible.
“If  students want to learn more

about credit cards and how to manage
their credit, they should talk to their
local community bank,” said Edward
Meggs, President, Madison County
Community Bank.  “Community
banks are common-sense lenders that
provide credit cards as a valuable ser-
vice to their customers.”
To learn more about community

banks, visit www.icba.org. To find a
community bank, visit ICBA’s commu-
nity bank locator at www.banklocal-
ly.org.

About ICBA
The Independent Community

Bankers of  America®, the nation’s
voice for more than 7,000 community
banks of  all sizes and charter types, is
dedicated exclusively to representing
the interests of  the community bank-
ing industry and its membership
through effective advocacy, best-in-
class education and high-quality prod-
ucts and services. For more
information, visit www.icba.org.

ICBA And Madison County 
Community Bank

Offer Tips To Help Students 
Handle Credit Wisely

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Warden Diane Andrews and three of  her
staff, Connice West, Glenn Young and Maj.
Opie Peavy, visited the Kiwanis Club to talk
about the Madison Correctional Institution
and its role in the community.  As a major em-
ployer in rural Madison County, with a staff
of  326 and a payroll of  nearly $14 million, that
role is a considerable one.

“We’re about public service,” said An-
drews.  In addition to keeping the public safe
by assuring that the inmate population was
secure, she stressed that, “Our job is also ser-
vice to the local community.”

She also praised the outpouring of  gen-
erosity she had seen from Madison since she
had arrived at her post.  Nine more commu-
nity volunteers had been added in that short
time period, offering the inmates everything
from culinary arts classes to high school
equivalency classes, all of  which could help
them find better jobs and become better citi-
zens when they were released.

In addition to several learning programs
for its inmates, MCI also has a re-entry pro-
gram for those who have been released.  It is
somewhat modeled after a similar program
in Jacksonville, but without a large city’s re-
sources, it is not an exact duplicate.  Still, the
program at MCI provides newly released, for-
mer inmates some assistance with finding a
job, or finding housing, or getting food
stamps to make their transition back into the
world a little smoother.  Community organi-
zations and churches have been great about
helping out. 

With the Christian mindset that Warden
Andrews, a devout believer, brings to her job,
she believes that “just because you’re incar-
cerated, it doesn’t mean there’s no hope for
you.”

By keeping the community safe, helping
released inmates transition back into the
community, providing community services
and participating in community events, MCI
sees its role in the community becoming even
more integral and more vital.

Currently, though, the Florida Depart-
ment of  Corrections has been running a
huge deficit in its budget, and since the
largest part of  its budget is employees’
salaries, it has closed several facilities across
the state.  Neighboring Jefferson County, an-
other small, rural county much like Madiosn,
narrowly escaped having its facility shut
down several months ago.

To ensure that MCI doesn’t suffer a sim-
ilar fate, Warden Andrews wants MCI to be
such a well-run facility, one that is such an in-
tegral part of  the community, “That it would-

n’t even be considered for closing.”
One the one hand, MCI provides inmate

labor for many community works projects
that save taxpayers many thousands of  dol-
lars, which is a mark in its favor with the
Florida DOC.  In fact, Andrews told the audi-
ence, some small, rural, economically strug-
gling counties in North Florida might not be
able to function effectively without the help
of  inmate labor from their own correctional
facilities.

However, they can only perform labor on
publicly owned property, and Andrews ex-
pressed regret that this ruled out places like
churches and privately owned
cemeteries…even veterans’ cemeteries, if
they are privately held, are ineligible for help
from inmate labor with their maintenance
and upkeep. 

Another area the Florida DOC looks at is
inmate idleness – how much time inmates
spend standing around the compound as op-
posed to either helping the local community
through inmate labor projects, or participat-
ing in programs and classes designed to
make them better, more employable citizens
when they re-enter society.

That is one reason MCI is seeking even
more volunteers to teach such classes.  “Even
if  it’s something a simple as how to balance a
checkbook,” said Andrews, because there are
a few inmates who don’t have even those ba-
sic life skills.  Whatever skills potential vol-
unteers might be willing to teach, Andrews
encouraged them to contact MCI.  

“It (being a volunteer at a prison) does
require a background check, but after that,
we can get you set up,” she said.  

One the other hand, MCI’s geographical
location, surrounded by Jefferson, Suwannee
and Hamilton, all counties which have their
own correctional facilities, might make it a
more attractive target for closing by the state.
State officials might just figure that MCI’s
employees could simply be dispersed to those
surrounding counties.

To counter that, Andrews has been
working hard to increase MCI’s visibility and
make the community more aware of  the fa-
cility, whether it’s through having floats in lo-
cal parades or taking advantage of  public
speaking opportunities.  When she first ar-
rived, the “Down Home Days” festival was in
high gear, and she asked about the MCI staff
being part of  the parade; while she was
speaking to the Kiwanis members, she
learned of  the “Light Up Madison” parade
coming up in December, and now wants the
MCI staff  to participate.

“My staff  knows I love a parade,” she
said.

MCI Visits Kiwanis

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Lynette Norris, August 23, 2012

Warden Diane Andrews and some of her staff visit the Kiwanis Club. Left to
right are:  Connice West, Glenn Young, Andrews and Maj. Opie Peavy.
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One Church One
Child of  Florida and
Partnership for Strong
Families are rallying
the support of  the faith
community leaders in
Madison and Taylor
counties to increase the
awareness of  adoption
and foster care.  The
two non-profit organi-
zations are hosting a
free Prayer Breakfast
from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00
a.m. Saturday, Septem-
ber 15 at Immaculate
Conception Catholic
Church Parish Hall.
The keynote speaker is
Rev. Robert Butler, Pas-
tor of  Little Saint John
Missionary Baptist
Church in Perry. 

“We’re looking for-
ward to increasing our
community support in
Madison and Taylor
counties,” said Shawn
Salamida, President
and CEO of  Partner-
ship for Strong Fami-
lies. “We’re grateful for
the support of  One
Church, One Child in
helping us gather new
faith partners to sup-
port the children and
families we help.  We
are very dependent
upon the support and
generosity of  the faith
community in recruit-
ing partner and adop-
tive homes as well as in
providing support for
our kids in out-of-home
care.”

“It warms my heart
to see other people of
faith joining us in our
mission to enhance the
community’s ability to
protect and nurture
children,” said Salami-
da. “It is my hope and
prayer that more
churches and families
in Madison and Taylor
counties will embrace
this mission and join
us in our efforts.”

Dr. Arie Sailor, ex-
ecutive director of  One
Church One Child of
Florida, added that
linking partnerships
for children in Madison
and Taylor Counties is
very important to the
agency’s mission. “We
want to connect any
missing links that may
bring hope to children
and support for fami-
lies,” said Sailor, who
has lead the agency for
the past 10 years.
Sailor noted that the
event is a part of  the
agency’s statewide ini-
tiative to inform
churches and the
greater community of
the opportunity to part-
ner in support of  chil-
dren and families in
Florida.

One Church One
Child of  Florida is a
statewide, non-profit
organization whose
mission is prevention,
intervention, promo-
tion of  adoption and
support for families.
One Church One Child
works in partnership
with churches, the
Florida Department of
Children and Families,
Community-Based Care
Lead Agencies and or-

ganizations to help de-
liver services in local
communities.

Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic
Church is located at
2750 Byron Butler Park-
way in Perry, Florida.
For additional informa-
tion about this event or
to RSVP, please contact
the One Church One
Child headquarters of-
fice at 850.414.5620 or
toll free at
1.888.283.0886 or email
info@ococfl.org. The
website for One Church
One Child of  Florida,
Inc. is www.ococfl.org. 

###
About Partner-

ship for Strong Fami-
lies:

Partnership for
Strong Families is the
lead community-based
care agency for Florida
Judicial Circuits Three
and Eight, including
Alachua County.  PSF is
contracted by the Flori-
da Department of  Chil-
dren and Families to
deliver comprehensive
child welfare services to
children who are vic-
tims of  abuse and ne-
glect. Partnership for
Strong Families also
works with at-risk fami-
lies to prevent child
abuse and to decrease
the risk of  children en-
tering the foster care
system. PSF serves more
than 5,000 children in 13
counties annually.

“WOW!” Landyn Bontrager’s (Sid
and Lesley’s little one) words about
his first week at Lee School as his
eyes lit up (they’re always bright!)
and as he said his teacher is Mrs. Deb-
bie Pittman. He’s also excited about
his baby sister coming soon and the
shower for her on the 9th – his name
for her is “Pudding.” We’ll be praying
for all of  them, as well as all other
families. 

Landyn’s words about school are
perfect for 1.) our Sunday School Su-
perintendent, Kathy McCollum, re-
porting the most in a long time 2.) for
the four baptized Sunday and their
families present: Keillor Davis (Justin
and Kim), Jackson Kendrick (Nathan
and Amy), Lillian Washington (Billy
and Kara) and Teddy Brown (Bill
Brown) 3.) for singing “Days of  Elijah”
4.) for Sunday School recognition of
Caleb Ginn, and Kersten Malone by
Martha Beggs (Martha Register also a
teacher) and their new class begin-
ning – Children I – and their touching
singing “Bless That Wonderful
Name,” “Do, Do, Do the Right Thing”
and “Books of  the Bible” 5.) Ronnie
Ragans’ touching offertory prayer 6.)
Worship Choir singing a Jamaican
song “Shut de Do” with David Fries
doing a special part 7.) Shellie Smith
touching us with her singing 8.)

Preacher’s message about the Nile
River (longest in the world) and its be-
ing very important in history – about
Joseph’s life at home, being sold and
taken to Egypt and how through him,
God’s people were fed and cared for,
and how what was intended for bad
ended up saving them. God provided.
9.) Teresa Gallegos, Louise Herring
and Sue Downing went to Ocala Sun-
day night for Johnny Downing’s re-
tirement service in Ocala. 10.)
Beautiful birthday flowers for Toy
Stewart from her children – Amy,
Hank, Jim and Paula. 

There are so many ill ones among
us. Jeannette Mitchell is in South
Georgia.

Jesse Dobbs was out of  work two
weeks with serious illness and blessed
to be so much better and back to work.

A sweet thank you from Margaret
Toloar for all kindness and prayers for
her during surgery and recovery. 

Awana kick-off  will be Sept.5 at
5:30 p.m. 

Prayers of  comfort for Carrin
Meadows’ family; for grandfather and
grandson’s family in Greenville in
their sudden death by drowning; for
Claire Meyer now back in Wisconsin
where daughter Nancy died in her
sleep Thursday night, Aug. 23. The fu-
neral is Sunday, Sept. 2. 
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At Madison 
First Baptist Church

Submitted By Nell Dobbs
Guest Columnist

Of Madison County

850-878-5310
1723 Mahan Center Boulevard

Tallahassee, Florida 32308
www.bigbendhospice.org

Your Hometown Hospice Since 1983
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Increasing Community
Support For Adoption And 

Foster Care In 
Madison And Taylor Counties

One Church One Child of  Florida
partners with Partnerships for
Strong Families to bring hope 

to children in care

Stop, Drop
and Roll 

does not work
in Hell
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I, Kenneth W. Detzner, Secretary of  State of
the State of  Florida, do hereby give notice that an
election will be held in each county in Florida, on
November 6, 2012, for the ratification or rejection
of  proposed revisions to the constitution of  the
State of  Florida.

NO. 1
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE I, SECTION 28
(Legislative)

Ballot Title: HEALTH CARE SERVICES.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the
State Constitution to prohibit laws or rules from com-
pelling any person or employer to purchase, obtain, or
otherwise provide for health care coverage; permit a
person or an employer to purchase lawful health care
services directly from a health care provider; permit a
health care provider to accept direct payment from a
person or an employer for lawful health care services;
exempt persons, employers, and health care providers
from penalties and taxes for paying directly or accept-
ing direct payment for lawful health care services; and
prohibit laws or rules from abolishing the private mar-
ket for health care coverage of  any lawful health care
service. Specifies that the amendment does not affect
which health care services a health care provider is re-
quired to perform or provide; affect which health care
services are permitted by law; prohibit care provided
pursuant to general law relating to workers’ compen-
sation; affect laws or rules in effect as of  March 1, 2010;
affect the terms or conditions of  any health care sys-
tem to the extent that those terms and conditions do
not have the effect of  punishing a person or an em-
ployer for paying directly for lawful health care ser-
vices or a health care provider for accepting direct
payment from a person or an employer for lawful
health care services; or affect any general law passed
by two-thirds vote of  the membership of  each house of
the Legislature, passed after the effective date of  the
amendment, provided such law states with specificity
the public necessity justifying the exceptions from the
provisions of  the amendment. The amendment ex-
pressly provides that it may not be construed to pro-
hibit negotiated provisions in insurance contracts,
network agreements, or other provider agreements
contractually limiting copayments, coinsurance, de-
ductibles, or other patient charges.

Full Text: 
ARTICLE I

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
SECTION 28. Health care services.— 
(a) To preserve the freedom of  all residents of  the

state to provide for their own health care:
(1) A law or rule may not compel, directly or indi-

rectly, any person or employer to purchase, obtain, or
otherwise provide for health care coverage.

(2) A person or an employer may pay directly for
lawful health care services and may not be required to
pay penalties or taxes for paying directly for lawful
health care services. A health care provider may accept
direct payment for lawful health care services and may
not be required to pay penalties or taxes for accepting
direct payment from a person or an employer for lawful
health care services.

(b) The private market for health care coverage of
any lawful health care service may not be abolished by
law or rule. 

(c) This section does not: 
(1) Affect which health care services a health care

provider is required to perform or provide. 
(2) Affect which health care services are permitted

by law. 
(3) Prohibit care provided pursuant to general law

relating to workers’ compensation.
(4) Affect laws or rules in effect as of  March 1, 2010.
(5) Affect the terms or conditions of  any health

care system to the extent that those terms and condi-
tions do not have the effect of  punishing a person or an
employer for paying directly for lawful health care ser-
vices or a health care provider for accepting direct pay-
ment from a person or an employer for lawful health
care services, except that this section may not be con-
strued to prohibit any negotiated provision in any in-
surance contract, network agreement, or other
provider agreement contractually limiting copay-
ments, coinsurance, deductibles, or other patient
charges. 

(6) Affect any general law passed by a two-thirds
vote of  the membership of  each house of  the legisla-
ture after the effective date of  this section, if  the law
states with specificity the public necessity that justifies
an exception from this section.

(d) As used in this section, the term:
(1) “Compel” includes the imposition of  penalties

or taxes.
(2) “Direct payment” or “pay directly” means pay-

ment for lawful health care services without a public or
private third party, not including an employer, paying
for any portion of  the service. 

(3) “Health care system” means any public or pri-
vate entity whose function or purpose is the manage-
ment of, processing of, enrollment of  individuals for, or
payment, in full or in part, for health care services,
health care data, or health care information for its par-
ticipants.

(4) “Lawful health care services” means any
health-related service or treatment, to the extent that
the service or treatment is permitted or not prohibited
by law or regulation at the time the service or treat-
ment is rendered, which may be provided by persons or
businesses otherwise permitted to offer such services.

(5) “Penalties or taxes” means any civil or criminal
penalty or fine, tax, salary or wage withholding or sur-
charge, or named fee with a similar effect established
by law or rule by an agency established, created, or
controlled by the government which is used to punish
or discourage the exercise of  rights protected under
this section. For purposes of  this section only, the term
“rule by an agency” may not be construed to mean any
negotiated provision in any insurance contract, net-
work agreement, or other provider agreement contrac-
tually limiting copayments, coinsurance, deductibles,
or other patient charges.

NO. 2
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTION 6 
ARTICLE XII, SECTION 32 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: VETERANS DISABLED DUE TO
COMBAT INJURY; HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX
DISCOUNT.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to
Section 6 of  Article VII and the creation of  Section 32
of  Article XII of  the State Constitution to expand the
availability of  the property discount on the home-
steads of  veterans who became disabled as the result of
a combat injury to include those who were not Florida
residents when they entered the military and schedule
the amendment to take effect January 1, 2013.

Full Text:
ARTICLE VII

FINANCE AND TAXATION
SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.—  
(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable ti-

tle to real estate and maintains thereon the permanent
residence of  the owner, or another legally or naturally
dependent upon the owner, shall be exempt from taxa-
tion thereon, except assessments for special benefits,
up to the assessed valuation of  twenty-five thousand
dollars and, for all levies other than school district
levies, on the assessed valuation greater than fifty
thousand dollars and up to seventy-five thousand dol-
lars, upon establishment of  right thereto in the man-

ner prescribed by law. The real estate may be held by le-
gal or equitable title, by the entireties, jointly, in com-
mon, as a condominium, or indirectly by stock
ownership or membership representing the owner’s or
member’s proprietary interest in a corporation owning
a fee or a leasehold initially in excess of  ninety-eight
years. The exemption shall not apply with respect to
any assessment roll until such roll is first determined
to be in compliance with the provisions of  section 4 by
a state agency designated by general law. This exemp-
tion is repealed on the effective date of  any amendment
to this Article which provides for the assessment of
homestead property at less than just value. 

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed
any individual or family unit or with respect to any
residential unit. No exemption shall exceed the value
of  the real estate assessable to the owner or, in case of
ownership through stock or membership in a corpora-
tion, the value of  the proportion which the interest in
the corporation bears to the assessed value of  the prop-
erty. 

(c) By general law and subject to conditions speci-
fied therein, the Legislature may provide to renters,
who are permanent residents, ad valorem tax relief  on
all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad valorem tax relief
shall be in the form and amount established by general
law.

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow coun-
ties or municipalities, for the purpose of  their respec-
tive tax levies and subject to the provisions of  general
law, to grant an additional homestead tax exemption
not exceeding fifty thousand dollars to any person who
has the legal or equitable title to real estate and main-
tains thereon the permanent residence of  the owner
and who has attained age sixty-five and whose house-
hold income, as defined by general law, does not exceed
twenty thousand dollars. The general law must allow
counties and municipalities to grant this additional ex-
emption, within the limits prescribed in this subsec-
tion, by ordinance adopted in the manner prescribed
by general law, and must provide for the periodic ad-
justment of  the income limitation prescribed in this
subsection for changes in the cost of  living.

(e) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is par-
tially or totally permanently disabled shall receive a
discount from the amount of  the ad valorem tax other-
wise owed on homestead property the veteran owns
and resides in if  the disability was combat related, the
veteran was a resident of  this state at the time of  en-
tering the military service of  the United States, and the
veteran was honorably discharged upon separation
from military service. The discount shall be in a per-
centage equal to the percentage of  the veteran’s per-
manent, service-connected disability as determined by
the United States Department of  Veterans Affairs. To
qualify for the discount granted by this subsection, an
applicant must submit to the county property apprais-
er, by March 1, proof  of  residency at the time of  enter-
ing military service, an official letter from the United
States Department of  Veterans Affairs stating the per-
centage of  the veteran’s service-connected disability
and such evidence that reasonably identifies the dis-
ability as combat related, and a copy of  the veteran’s
honorable discharge. If  the property appraiser denies
the request for a discount, the appraiser must notify
the applicant in writing of  the reasons for the denial,
and the veteran may reapply. The Legislature may, by
general law, waive the annual application requirement
in subsequent years. This subsection shall take effect
December 7, 2006, is self-executing, and does not re-
quire implementing legislation.

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

SECTION 32. Veterans disabled due to combat in-
jury; homestead property tax discount.—The amend-
ment to subsection (e) of  Section 6 of  Article VII
relating to the homestead property tax discount for vet-
erans who became disabled as the result of  a combat
injury shall take effect January 1, 2013.

NO. 3
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 1 and 19

ARTICLE XII, SECTION 32 
(Legislative)

Ballot Title: STATE GOVERNMENT REVENUE
LIMITATION.—

Ballot Summary: This proposed amendment to
the State Constitution replaces the existing state rev-
enue limitation based on Florida personal income
growth with a new state revenue limitation based on
inflation and population changes. Under the amend-
ment, state revenues, as defined in the amendment, col-
lected in excess of  the revenue limitation must be
deposited into the budget stabilization fund until the
fund reaches its maximum balance, and thereafter
shall be used for the support and maintenance of  pub-
lic schools by reducing the minimum financial effort
required from school districts for participation in a
state-funded education finance program, or, if  the min-
imum financial effort is no longer required, returned
to the taxpayers. The Legislature may increase the
state revenue limitation through a bill approved by a
super majority vote of  each house of  the Legislature.
The Legislature may also submit a proposed increase
in the state revenue limitation to the voters. The Legis-
lature must implement this proposed amendment by
general law. The amendment will take effect upon ap-
proval by the electors and will first apply to the 2014-
2015 state fiscal year.

Full Text:
ARTICLE VII

FINANCE AND TAXATION
SECTION 1. Taxation; appropriations; state ex-

penses; state revenue limitation.— 
(a) No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of

law. No state ad valorem taxes shall be levied upon real
estate or tangible personal property. All other forms of
taxation shall be preempted to the state except as pro-
vided by general law.

(b) Motor vehicles, boats, airplanes, trailers, trail-
er coaches and mobile homes, as defined by law, shall
be subject to a license tax for their operation in the
amounts and for the purposes prescribed by law, but
shall not be subject to ad valorem taxes.

(c) No money shall be drawn from the treasury ex-
cept in pursuance of  appropriation made by law. 

(d) Provision shall be made by law for raising suf-
ficient revenue to defray the expenses of  the state for
each fiscal period.

(e) Except as provided herein, state revenues col-
lected for any fiscal year shall be limited to state rev-
enues allowed under this subsection for the prior fiscal
year plus an adjustment for growth. As used in this
subsection, “growth” means an amount equal to the av-
erage annual rate of  growth in Florida personal in-
come over the most recent twenty quarters times the
state revenues allowed under this subsection for the
prior fiscal year. For the 1995-1996 fiscal year, the state
revenues allowed under this subsection for the prior
fiscal year shall equal the state revenues collected for
the 1994-1995 fiscal year. Florida personal income shall
be determined by the legislature, from information
available from the United States Department of  Com-
merce or its successor on the first day of  February pri-
or to the beginning of  the fiscal year. State revenues
collected for any fiscal year in excess of  this limitation
shall be transferred to the budget stabilization fund un-
til the fund reaches the maximum balance specified in
Section 19(g) of  Article III, and thereafter shall be re-
funded to taxpayers as provided by general law. State
revenues allowed under this subsection for any fiscal
year may be increased by a two-thirds vote of  the mem-
bership of  each house of  the legislature in a separate
bill that contains no other subject and that sets forth
the dollar amount by which the state revenues allowed
will be increased. The vote may not be taken less than
seventy-two hours after the third reading of  the bill.

For purposes of  this subsection, “state revenues”
means taxes, fees, licenses, and charges for services im-
posed by the legislature on individuals, businesses, or
agencies outside state government. However, “state
revenues” does not include: revenues that are neces-
sary to meet the requirements set forth in documents
authorizing the issuance of  bonds by the state; rev-
enues that are used to provide matching funds for the
federal Medicaid program with the exception of  the
revenues used to support the Public Medical Assis-
tance Trust Fund or its successor program and with
the exception of  state matching funds used to fund
elective expansions made after July 1, 1994; proceeds
from the state lottery returned as prizes; receipts of
the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund; balances car-
ried forward from prior fiscal years; taxes, licenses,
fees, and charges for services imposed by local, region-
al, or school district governing bodies; or revenue from
taxes, licenses, fees, and charges for services required
to be imposed by any amendment or revision to this
constitution after July 1, 1994. An adjustment to the
revenue limitation shall be made by general law to re-
flect the fiscal impact of  transfers of  responsibility for
the funding of  governmental functions between the
state and other levels of  government. The legislature
shall, by general law, prescribe procedures necessary
to administer this subsection.

SECTION 19. State revenue limitation.—
(a) STATE REVENUE LIMITATION.—Except as

provided in this section, state revenues collected in any
fiscal year are limited as follows:

(1) For the 2014-2015 fiscal year, state revenues are
limited to an amount equal to the state revenues col-
lected during the 2013-2014 fiscal year multiplied by the
sum of  the adjustment for growth plus four one-hun-
dredths.

(2) For the 2015-2016 fiscal year, state revenues are
limited to an amount equal to the state revenue limita-
tion for fiscal year 2014-2015 multiplied by the sum of
the adjustment for growth plus three one-hundredths. 

(3) For the 2016-2017 fiscal year, state revenues are
limited to an amount equal to the state revenue limita-
tion for fiscal year 2015-2016 multiplied by the sum of
the adjustment for growth plus two one-hundredths. 

(4) For the 2017-2018 fiscal year, state revenues are
limited to an amount equal to the state revenue limita-
tion for fiscal year 2016-2017 multiplied by the sum of
the adjustment for growth plus one one-hundredth.

(5) For the 2018-2019 fiscal year and thereafter, state
revenues are limited to an amount equal to the state
revenue limitation for the previous fiscal year multi-
plied by the adjustment for growth. 

(6) The adjustment for growth for a fiscal year shall
be determined by March 1 preceding the fiscal year us-
ing the latest information available. Once the adjust-
ment for growth is determined for a fiscal year, it may
not be changed based on revisions to the information
used to make the determination.

(b) REVENUES IN EXCESS OF THE LIMITA-
TION.—State revenues collected in any fiscal year in
excess of  the revenue limitation shall be transferred to
the budget stabilization fund until the fund reaches the
maximum balance specified in Section 19(g) of  Article
III, and thereafter shall be used for the support and
maintenance of  public schools by reducing the mini-
mum financial effort required from school districts for
participation in a state-funded education finance pro-
gram, or, if  the minimum financial effort is no longer
required, returned to taxpayers as provided by general
law.

(c) AUTHORITY OF THE LEGISLATURE TO IN-
CREASE THE REVENUE LIMITATION.—

(1) The state revenue limitation for any fiscal year
may be increased by a two-thirds vote of  the member-
ship of  each house of  the legislature. Unless otherwise
provied by the bill increasing the revenue limitation,
the increased revenue limitation enacted under this
paragraph shall be used to determine the revenue lim-
itation for future fiscal years.

(2) The state revenue limitation for any one fiscal
year may be increased by a three-fifths vote of  the
membership of  each house of  the legislature. Increas-
es to the revenue limitation enacted under this para-
graph must be disregarded when determining the
revenue limitation in subsequent fiscal years.

(3) A bill increasing the revenue limitation may
not contain any other subject and must set forth the
dollar amount by which the state revenue limitation
will be increased. The vote may not be taken less than
seventy-two hours after the third reading in either
house of  the legislature of  the bill in the form that will
be presented to the governor.

(d) AUTHORITY OF THE ELECTORS TO IN-
CREASE THE REVENUE LIMITATION.—The legisla-
ture may propose an increase in the state revenue
limitation pursuant to a concurrent resolution enacted
by a three-fifths vote of  the membership of  each house.
The proposed increase shall be submitted to the elec-
tors at the next general election held more than ninety
days after the resolution is filed with the custodian of
state records. However, the legislature may submit the
proposed increase at an earlier special election held
more than ninety days after it is filed with the custodi-
an of  state records pursuant to a law enacted by the af-
firmative vote of  three-fourths of  the membership of
each house of  the legislature. The resolution must set
forth the dollar amount by which the state revenue lim-
itation will be increased. Unless otherwise provided in
the resolution, the increased revenue limitation shall
be used to determine the revenue limitation for future
fiscal years. The proposed increase shall take effect if  it
is approved by a vote of  at least 60 percent of  the elec-
tors voting on the matter.

(e) REVENUE LIMIT ADJUSTMENT BY THE
LEGISLATURE.—The legislature shall provide by gen-
eral law for adjustments to the state revenue limitation
to reflect: 

(1) The fiscal impact of  transfers of  responsibility
for the funding of  governmental functions between the
state and other levels of  government occurring after
May 6, 2011; or

(2) The fiscal impact of  a new federal mandate.
(f) GENERAL LAW IMPLEMENTATION.—The

legislature shall, by general law, prescribe procedures
necessary to administer this section.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the
term:

(1) “Adjustment for growth” means an amount
equal to the average for the previous five years of  the
product of  the inflation factor and the population fac-
tor.

(2) “Inflation factor” means an amount equal to
one plus the percent change in the calendar year annu-
al average of  the Consumer Price Index. The term
“Consumer Price Index” means the Consumer Price In-
dex for All Urban Consumers, U.S. city average (not
seasonally adjusted, current base for all items), as pub-
lished by the United States Department of  Labor. In the
event the index ceases to exist, the legislature shall de-
termine the successor index by general law.

(3) “Population factor” means an amount equal to
one plus the percent change in population of  the state
as of  April 1 compared to April 1 of  the prior year. For
purposes of  calculating the annual rate of  change in
population, the state’s official population estimates
shall be used. 

(4) “State revenues” means taxes, fees, licenses,
fines, and charges for services imposed by the legisla-
ture on individuals, businesses, or agencies outside
state government. However, the term “state revenues”
does not include: revenues that are necessary to meet
the requirements set forth in documents authorizing
the issuance of  bonds by the state for bonds issued be-
fore July 1, 2012; revenues that are used to provide
matching funds for the federal Medicaid program with
the  exception of  the revenues used to support the Pub-
lic Medical Assistance Trust Fund or its successor pro-
gram and with the exception of  state matching funds
used to fund optional expansions made after July 1,
1994; proceeds from the state lottery returned as prizes; 
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receipts of  the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund
and Citizens Property Insurance Corporation; receipts
of  public universities and colleges; balances carried
forward from prior fiscal years; taxes, fees, licenses,
fines, and charges for services imposed by local, re-
gional, or school district governing bodies; or revenue
from taxes, fees, licenses, fines, and charges for ser-
vices authorized by any amendment or revision to this
constitution after May 6, 2011.

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

SECTION 32. State revenue limitation.—The
amendment to Section 1 and the creation of  Section 19
of  Article VII, revising the state revenue limitation,
and this section take effect upon approval by the elec-
tors and apply beginning in the 2014-2015 state fiscal
year.

NO. 4
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 4, 6
ARTICLE XII, SECTIONS 27, 32, 33 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: PROPERTY TAX LIMITATIONS;
PROPERTY VALUE DECLINE; REDUCTION FOR
NONHOMESTEAD ASSESSMENT INCREASES; DE-
LAY OF SCHEDULED REPEAL.—

Ballot Summary: 
(1) This would amend Florida Constitution Article

VII, Section 4 (Taxation; assessments) and Section 6
(Homestead exemptions). It also would amend Article
XII, Section 27, and add Sections 32 and 33, relating to
the Schedule for the amendments.

(2) In certain circumstances, the law requires the
assessed value of  homestead and specified nonhome-
stead property to increase when the just value of  the
property decreases. Therefore, this amendment pro-
vides that the Legislature may, by general law, provide
that the assessment of  homestead and specified non-
homestead property may not increase if  the just value
of  that property is less than the just value of  the prop-
erty on the preceding January 1, subject to any adjust-
ment in the assessed value due to changes, additions,
reductions, or improvements to such property which
are assessed as provided for by general law. This
amendment takes effect upon approval by the voters. If
approved at a special election held on the date of  the
2012 presidential preference primary, it shall operate
retroactively to January 1, 2012, or, if  approved at the
2012 general election, shall take effect January 1, 2013.

(3) This amendment reduces from 10 percent to 5
percent the limitation on annual changes in assess-
ments of  nonhomestead real property. This amend-
ment takes effect upon approval of  the voters. If
approved at a special election held on the date of  the
2012 presidential preference primary, it shall operate
retroactively to January 1, 2012, or, if  approved at the
2012 general election, takes effect January 1, 2013.

(4) This amendment also authorizes general law to
provide, subject to conditions specified in such law, an
additional homestead exemption to every person who
establishes the right to receive the homestead exemp-
tion provided in the Florida Constitution within 1 year
after purchasing the homestead property and who has
not owned property in the previous 3 calendar years to
which the Florida homestead exemption applied. The
additional homestead exemption shall apply to all
levies except school district levies. The additional ex-
emption is an amount equal to 50 percent of  the home-
stead property's just value on January 1 of  the year the
homestead is established. The additional homestead
exemption may not exceed an amount equal to the me-
dian just value of  all homestead property within the
county where the property at issue is located for the
calendar year immediately preceding January 1 of  the
year the homestead is established. The additional ex-
emption shall apply for the shorter of  5 years or the
year of  sale of  the property. The amount of  the addi-
tional exemption shall be reduced in each subsequent
year by an amount equal to 20 percent of  the amount of
the additional exemption received in the year the
homestead was established or by an amount equal to
the difference between the just value of  the property
and the assessed value of  the property determined un-
der Article VII, Section 4(d), whichever is greater. Not
more than one such exemption shall be allowed per
homestead property at one time. The additional ex-
emption applies to property purchased on or after Jan-
uary 1, 2011, if  approved by the voters at a special
election held on the date of  the 2012 presidential pref-
erence primary, or to property purchased on or after
January 1, 2012, if  approved by the voters at the 2012
general election. The additional exemption is not avail-
able in the sixth and subsequent years after it is first
received. The amendment shall take effect upon ap-
proval by the voters. If  approved at a special election
held on the date of  the 2012 presidential preference pri-
mary, it shall operate retroactively to January 1, 2012,
or, if  approved at the 2012 general election, takes effect
January 1, 2013. 

(5) This amendment also delays until 2023, the re-
peal, currently scheduled to take effect in 2019, of  con-
stitutional amendments adopted in 2008 which limit
annual assessment increases for specified nonhome-
stead real property. This amendment delays until 2022
the submission of  an amendment proposing the abro-
gation of  such repeal to the voters.

Full Text:
ARTICLE VII

FINANCE AND TAXATION
SECTION 4. Taxation; assessments.—By general

law regulations shall be prescribed which shall secure
a just valuation of  all property for ad valorem taxation,
provided:

(a) Agricultural land, land producing high water
recharge to Florida's aquifers, or land used exclusively
for noncommercial recreational purposes may be clas-
sified by general law and assessed solely on the basis of
character or use. 

(b) As provided by general law and subject to con-
ditions, limitations, and reasonable definitions speci-
fied therein, land used for conservation purposes shall
be classified by general law and assessed solely on the
basis of  character or use. 

(c) Pursuant to general law tangible personal prop-
erty held for sale as stock in trade and livestock may be
valued for taxation at a specified percentage of  its val-
ue, may be classified for tax purposes, or may be ex-
empted from taxation.

(d) All persons entitled to a homestead exemption
under Section 6 of  this Article shall have their home-
stead assessed at just value as of  January 1 of  the year
following the effective date of  this amendment. This as-
sessment shall change only as provided in this subsec-
tion.

(1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall
change be changed annually on January 1 1st of  each
year.; but those changes in assessments

a. A change in an assessment may shall not exceed
the lower of  the following: 

1.a. Three percent (3%) of  the assessment for the
prior year.

2.b. The percent change in the Consumer Price In-
dex for all urban consumers, U.S. City Average, all
items 1967=100, or a successor index reports for the
preceding calendar year as initially reported by the
United States Department of  Labor, Bureau of  Labor
Statistics. 

b. The legislature may provide by general law that,
except for changes, additions, reductions, or improve-
ments to homestead property assessed as provided in
paragraph (5), an assessment may not increase if  the
just value of  the property is less than the just value of
the property on the preceding January 1.

(2) An No assessment may not shall exceed just val-
ue.

(3) After a any change of  ownership, as provided
by general law, homestead property shall be assessed at
just value as of  January 1 of  the following year, unless
the provisions of  paragraph (8) apply. Thereafter, the
homestead shall be assessed as provided in this sub-
section.

(4) New homestead property shall be assessed at
just value as of  January 1 1st of  the year following the
establishment of  the homestead, unless the provisions
of  paragraph (8) apply.  That assessment shall only
change only as provided in this subsection.

(5) Changes, additions, reductions, or improve-
ments to homestead property shall be assessed as pro-
vided for by general law.; provided, However, after the
adjustment for any change, addition, reduction, or im-
provement, the property shall be assessed as provided
in this subsection. 

(6) In the event of  a termination of  homestead sta-
tus, the property shall be assessed as provided by gen-
eral law.

(7) The provisions of  this subsection amendment
are severable. If  a provision any of  the provisions of
this subsection is amendment shall be held unconstitu-
tional by a any court of  competent jurisdiction, the de-
cision of  the such court does shall not affect or impair
any remaining provisions of  this subsection amend-
ment.

(8)a. A person who establishes a new homestead as
of  January 1, 2009, or January 1 of  any subsequent
year and who has received a homestead exemption pur-
suant to Section 6 of  this Article as of  January 1 of  ei-
ther of  the 2 two years immediately preceding the
establishment of  a the new homestead is entitled to
have the new homestead assessed at less than just val-
ue. If  this revision is approved in January of  2008, a
person who establishes a new homestead as of  January
1, 2008, is entitled to have the new homestead assessed
at less than just value only if  that person received a
homestead exemption on January 1, 2007. The assessed
value of  the newly established homestead shall be de-
termined as follows:

1. If  the just value of  the new homestead is greater
than or equal to the just value of  the prior homestead
as of  January 1 of  the year in which the prior home-
stead was abandoned, the assessed value of  the new
homestead shall be the just value of  the new home-
stead minus an amount equal to the lesser of  $500,000
or the difference between the just value and the as-
sessed value of  the prior homestead as of  January 1 of
the year in which the prior homestead was abandoned.
Thereafter, the homestead shall be assessed as provid-
ed in this subsection. 

2. If  the just value of  the new homestead is less
than the just value of  the prior homestead as of  Janu-
ary 1 of  the year in which the prior homestead was
abandoned, the assessed value of  the new homestead
shall be equal to the just value of  the new homestead
divided by the just value of  the prior homestead and
multiplied by the assessed value of  the prior home-
stead.  However, if  the difference between the just val-
ue of  the new homestead and the assessed value of  the
new homestead calculated pursuant to this sub-sub-
paragraph is greater than $500,000, the assessed value
of  the new homestead shall be increased so that the dif-
ference between the just value and the assessed value
equals $500,000. Thereafter, the homestead shall be as-
sessed as provided in this subsection. 

b. By general law and subject to conditions speci-
fied therein, the legislature shall provide for applica-
tion of  this paragraph to property owned by more than
one person. 

(e) The legislature may, by general law, for assess-
ment purposes and subject to the provisions of  this
subsection, allow counties and municipalities to au-
thorize by ordinance that historic property may be as-
sessed solely on the basis of  character or use. Such
character or use assessment shall apply only to the ju-
risdiction adopting the ordinance. The requirements
for eligible properties must be specified by general law.

(f) A county may, in the manner prescribed by gen-
eral law, provide for a reduction in the assessed value
of  homestead property to the extent of  any increase in
the assessed value of  that property which results from
the construction or reconstruction of  the property for
the purpose of  providing living quarters for one or
more natural or adoptive grandparents or parents of
the owner of  the property or of  the owner's spouse if  at
least one of  the grandparents or parents for whom the
living quarters are provided is 62 years of  age or older.
Such a reduction may not exceed the lesser of  the fol-
lowing:

(1) The increase in assessed value resulting from
construction or reconstruction of  the property. 

(2) Twenty percent of  the total assessed value of
the property as improved.

(g) For all levies other than school district levies,
assessments of  residential real property, as defined by
general law, which contains nine units or fewer and
which is not subject to the assessment limitations set
forth in subsections (a) through (d) shall change only
as provided in this subsection.

(1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall be
changed annually on the date of  assessment provided
by law. However,; but those changes in assessments
may shall not exceed 5 ten percent (10%) of  the assess-
ment for the prior year. The legislature may provide by
general law that, except for changes, additions, reduc-
tions, or improvements to property assessed as provid-
ed in paragraph (4), an assessment may not increase if
the just value of  the property is less than the just value
of  the property on the preceding date of  assessment
provided by law.

(2) An No assessment may not shall exceed just val-
ue.

(3) After a change of  ownership or control, as de-
fined by general law, including any change of  owner-
ship of  a legal entity that owns the property, such
property shall be assessed at just value as of  the next
assessment date. Thereafter, such property shall be as-
sessed as provided in this subsection. 

(4) Changes, additions, reductions, or improve-
ments to such property shall be assessed as provided
for by general law.; However, after the adjustment for
any change, addition, reduction, or improvement, the
property shall be assessed as provided in this subsec-
tion.

(h) For all levies other than school district levies,
assessments of  real property that is not subject to the
assessment limitations set forth in subsections (a)
through (d) and (g) shall change only as provided in
this subsection.

(1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall be
changed annually on the date of  assessment provided
by law. However,; but those changes in assessments
may shall not exceed 5 ten percent (10%) of  the as-
sessment for the prior year. The legislature may pro-
vide by general law that, except for changes,
additions, reductions, or improvements to property
assessed as provided in paragraph (5), an assessment
may not increase if  the just value of  the property is
less than the just value of  the property on the preced-
ing date of  assessment provided by law.

(2) An No assessment may not shall exceed just
value.

(3) The legislature must provide that such proper-
ty shall be assessed at just value as of  the next assess-
ment date after a qualifying improvement, as defined
by general law, is made to such property. Thereafter,
such property shall be assessed as provided in this
subsection.

(4) The legislature may provide that such proper-
ty shall be assessed at just value as of  the next assess-
ment date after a change of  ownership or control, as
defined by general law, including any change of  own-
ership of  the legal entity that owns the property.
Thereafter, such property shall be assessed as provid-
ed in this subsection.

(5) Changes, additions, reductions, or improve-
ments to such property shall be assessed as provided
for by general law.; However, after the adjustment for
any change, addition, reduction, or improvement, the

property shall be assessed as provided in this subsec-
tion.

(i) The legislature, by general law and subject to
conditions specified therein, may prohibit the consid-
eration of  the following in the determination of  the as-
sessed value of  real property used for residential
purposes:

(1) Any change or improvement made for the pur-
pose of  improving the property's resistance to wind
damage. 

(2) The installation of  a renewable energy source
device.

(j)(1) The assessment of  the following working wa-
terfront properties shall be based upon the current use
of  the property:

a. Land used predominantly for commercial fish-
ing purposes. 

b. Land that is accessible to the public and used for
vessel launches into waters that are navigable. 

c. Marinas and drystacks that are open to the pub-
lic. 

d. Water-dependent marine manufacturing facili-
ties, commercial fishing facilities, and marine vessel
construction and repair facilities and their support ac-
tivities.

(2) The assessment benefit provided by this sub-
section is subject to conditions and limitations and rea-
sonable definitions as specified by the legislature by
general law.

SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.—
(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable ti-

tle to real estate and maintains thereon the permanent
residence of  the owner, or another legally or naturally
dependent upon the owner, shall be exempt from taxa-
tion thereon, except assessments for special benefits,
up to the assessed valuation of  $25,000 twenty-five
thousand dollars and, for all levies other than school
district levies, on the assessed valuation greater than
$50,000 fifty thousand dollars and up to $75,000 seventy-
five thousand dollars, upon establishment of  right
thereto in the manner prescribed by law. The real es-
tate may be held by legal or equitable title, by the en-
tireties, jointly, in common, as a condominium, or
indirectly by stock ownership or membership repre-
senting the owner's or member's proprietary interest
in a corporation owning a fee or a leasehold initially in
excess of  98 ninety-eight years. The exemption shall
not apply with respect to any assessment roll until
such roll is first determined to be in compliance with
the provisions of  Section 4 by a state agency designat-
ed by general law. This exemption is repealed on the ef-
fective date of  any amendment to this Article which
provides for the assessment of  homestead property at
less than just value.

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed
any individual or family unit or with respect to any
residential unit. No exemption shall exceed the value
of  the real estate assessable to the owner or, in case of
ownership through stock or membership in a corpora-
tion, the value of  the proportion which the interest in
the corporation bears to the assessed value of  the prop-
erty. 

(c) By general law and subject to conditions speci-
fied therein, the legislature may provide to renters,
who are permanent residents, ad valorem tax relief  on
all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad valorem tax relief
shall be in the form and amount established by general
law. 

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow coun-
ties or municipalities, for the purpose of  their respec-
tive tax levies and subject to the provisions of  general
law, to grant an additional homestead tax exemption
not exceeding $50,000 fifty thousand dollars to any per-
son who has the legal or equitable title to real estate
and maintains thereon the permanent residence of  the
owner and who has attained age 65 sixty-five and whose
household income, as defined by general law, does not
exceed $20,000 twenty thousand dollars. The general
law must allow counties and municipalities to grant
this additional exemption, within the limits prescribed
in this subsection, by ordinance adopted in the manner
prescribed by general law, and must provide for the pe-
riodic adjustment of  the income limitation prescribed
in this subsection for changes in the cost of  living.

(e) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is par-
tially or totally permanently disabled shall receive a
discount from the amount of  the ad valorem tax other-
wise owed on homestead property the veteran owns
and resides in if  the disability was combat related, the
veteran was a resident of  this state at the time of  en-
tering the military service of  the United States, and the
veteran was honorably discharged upon separation
from military service. The discount shall be in a per-
centage equal to the percentage of  the veteran's per-
manent, service-connected disability as determined by
the United States Department of  Veterans Affairs. To
qualify for the discount granted by this subsection, an
applicant must submit to the county property apprais-
er, by March 1, proof  of  residency at the time of  enter-
ing military service, an official letter from the United
States Department of  Veterans Affairs stating the per-
centage of  the veteran's service-connected disability
and such evidence that reasonably identifies the dis-
ability as combat related, and a copy of  the veteran's
honorable discharge. If  the property appraiser denies
the request for a discount, the appraiser must notify
the applicant in writing of  the reasons for the denial,
and the veteran may reapply. The legislature may, by
general law, waive the annual application require-
ment in subsequent years. This subsection shall take
effect December 7, 2006, is self-executing, and does not
require implementing legislation. 

(f) As provided by general law and subject to con-
ditions specified therein, every person who establish-
es the right to receive the homestead exemption
provided in subsection (a) within 1 year after pur-
chasing the homestead property and who has not
owned property in the previous 3 calendar years to
which the homestead exemption provided in subsec-
tion (a) applied is entitled to an additional homestead
exemption for all levies except school district levies.
The additional exemption is an amount equal to 50
percent of  the homestead property's just value on Jan-
uary 1 of  the year the homestead is established. The
additional exemption may not exceed the median just
value of  all homestead property within the county
where the property at issue is located for the calendar
year immediately preceding January 1 of  the year the
homestead is established. The additional exemption
shall apply for a period of  5 years or until the year the
property is sold, whichever occurs first. The amount
of  the additional exemption shall be reduced in each
subsequent year by an amount equal to 20 percent of
the amount of  the additional exemption received in
the year the homestead was established or by an
amount equal to the difference between the just value
of  the property and the assessed value of  the proper-
ty determined under Section 4(d), whichever is
greater. Not more than one exemption provided under
this subsection shall be allowed per homestead prop-
erty at one time. The additional exemption applies to
property purchased on or after January 1, 2011, if  this
amendment is approved at a special election held on
the date of  the 2012 presidential preference primary,
or to property purchased on or after January 1, 2012,
if  this amendment is approved at the 2012 general
election, but the additional exemption is not available
in the sixth and subsequent years after it is first re-
ceived. 

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

SECTION 27. Property tax exemptions and limita-
tions on property tax assessments.—The amendments
to Sections 3, 4, and 6 of  Article VII, providing a $25,000
exemption for tangible personal property, providing an
additional $25,000 homestead exemption, authorizing
transfer of  the accrued benefit from the limitations on
the assessment of  homestead property, and this sec-
tion, if  submitted to the electors of  this state for ap-
proval or rejection at a special election authorized by 
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law to be held on January 29, 2008, shall take effect
upon approval by the electors and shall operate
retroactively to January 1, 2008, or, if  submitted to the
electors of  this state for approval or rejection at the
next general election, shall take effect January 1 of  the
year following such general election. The amendments
to Section 4 of  Article VII creating subsections (f) and
(g) of  that section, creating a limitation on annual as-
sessment increases for specified real property, shall
take effect upon approval of  the electors and shall first
limit assessments beginning January 1, 2009, if  ap-
proved at a special election held on January 29, 2008, or
shall first limit assessments beginning January 1, 2010,
if  approved at the general election held in November of
2008. Subsections (g) (f) and (h) (g) of  Section 4 of  Arti-
cle VII, initially adopted as subsections (f) and (g), are
repealed effective January 1, 2023 2019; however, the
legislature shall by joint resolution propose an amend-
ment abrogating the repeal of  subsections (g) (f) and
(h) (g), which shall be submitted to the electors of  this
state for approval or rejection at the general election of
2022 2018 and, if  approved, shall take effect January 1,
2023 2019.

SECTION 32. Property assessments.—This section
and the amendment of  Section 4 of  Article VII ad-
dressing homestead and specified nonhomestead prop-
erty having a declining just value and reducing the
limit on the maximum annual increase in the assessed
value of  nonhomestead property, if  submitted to the
electors of  this state for approval or rejection at a spe-
cial election authorized by law to be held on the date of
the 2012 presidential preference primary, shall take ef-
fect upon approval by the electors and shall operate
retroactively to January 1, 2012, or, if  submitted to the
electors of  this state for approval or rejection at the
2012 general election, shall take effect January 1, 2013.

SECTION 33. Additional homestead exemption for
owners of  homestead property who recently have not
owned homestead property.—This section and the
amendment to Section 6 of  Article VII providing for an
additional homestead exemption for owners of  home-
stead property who have not owned homestead proper-
ty during the 3 calendar years immediately preceding
purchase of  the current homestead property, if  sub-
mitted to the electors of  this state for approval or re-
jection at a special election authorized by law to be held
on the date of  the 2012 presidential preference primary,
shall take effect upon approval by the electors and op-
erate retroactively to January 1, 2012, and the addition-
al homestead exemption shall be available for
properties purchased on or after January 1, 2011, or if
submitted to the electors of  this state for approval or
rejection at the 2012 general election, shall take effect
January 1, 2013, and the additional homestead exemp-
tion shall be available for properties purchased on or
after January 1, 2012.

NO. 5
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE V, SECTIONS 2, 11, AND 12 
(Legislative)

Ballot Title: STATE COURTS.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing a revision of  Article
V of  the State Constitution relating to the judiciary.

The State Constitution authorizes the Supreme
Court to adopt rules for the practice and procedure in
all courts. The constitution further provides that a rule
of  court may be repealed by a general law enacted by a
two-thirds vote of  the membership of  each house of
the Legislature. This proposed constitutional revision
eliminates the requirement that a general law repeal-
ing a court rule pass by a two-thirds vote of  each house,
thereby providing that the Legislature may repeal a
rule of  court by a general law approved by a majority
vote of  each house of  the Legislature that expresses
the policy behind the repeal. The court could readopt
the rule in conformity with the public policy expressed
by the Legislature, but if  the Legislature determines
that a rule has been readopted and repeals the readopt-
ed rule, this proposed revision prohibits the court from
further readopting the repealed rule without the Legis-
lature's prior approval. Under current law, rules of  the
judicial nominating commissions and the Judicial
Qualifications Commission may be repealed by general
law enacted by a majority vote of  the membership of
each house of  the Legislature. Under this proposed re-
vision, a vote to repeal those rules is changed to repeal
by general law enacted by a majority vote of  the legis-
lators present.

Under current law, the Governor appoints a
justice of  the Supreme Court from a list of  nominees
provided by a judicial nominating commission, and ap-
pointments by the Governor are not subject to confir-
mation. This revision requires Senate confirmation of
a justice of  the Supreme Court before the appointee
can take office. If  the Senate votes not to confirm the
appointment, the judicial nominating commission
must reconvene and may not renominate any person
whose prior appointment to fill the same vacancy was
not confirmed by the Senate. For the purpose of  confir-
mation, the Senate may meet at any time. If  the Senate
fails to vote on the appointment of  a justice within 90
days, the justice will be deemed confirmed and will
take office. 

The Judicial Qualifications Commission is an
independent commission created by the State Consti-
tution to investigate and prosecute before the Florida
Supreme Court alleged misconduct by a justice or
judge. Currently under the constitution, commission
proceedings are confidential until formal charges are
filed by the investigative panel of  the commission.
Once formal charges are filed, the formal charges and
all further proceedings of  the commission are public.
Currently, the constitution authorizes the House of
Representatives to impeach a justice or judge.  Further,
the Speaker of  the House of  Representatives may re-
quest, and the Judicial Qualifications Commission
must make available, all information in the commis-
sion's possession for use in deciding whether to 
impeach a justice or judge. This proposed revision re-
quires the commission to make all of  its files available
to the Speaker of  the House of  Representatives but pro-
vides that such files would remain confidential during
any investigation by the House of  Representatives and
until such information is used in the pursuit of  an im-
peachment of  a justice or judge. This revision also re-
moves the power of  the Governor to request files of  the
Judicial Qualifications Commission to conform to a
prior constitutional change.

This revision also makes technical and clari-
fying additions and deletions relating to the selection
of  chief  judges of  a circuit and relating to the Judicial
Qualifications Commission, and makes other nonsub-
stantive conforming and technical changes in the judi-
cial article of  the constitution.

Full Text:
ARTICLE V
JUDICIARY

SECTION 2. Administration; practice and proce-
dure.— 

(a) The supreme court shall adopt rules for the
practice and procedure in all courts including the time
for seeking appellate review, the administrative super-
vision of  all courts, the transfer to the court having ju-
risdiction of  any proceeding when the jurisdiction of
another court has been improvidently invoked, and a
requirement that no cause shall be dismissed because
an improper remedy has been sought. The supreme
court shall adopt rules to allow it the court and the dis-
trict courts of  appeal to submit questions relating to
military law to the federal Court of  Appeals for the
Armed Forces for an advisory opinion. Rules of  court
may be repealed by general law that expresses the poli-
cy behind the repeal enacted by two-thirds vote of  the
membership of  each house of  the legislature. The
court may readopt the repealed rule only in conformi-

ty with the public policy expressed by the legislature. If
the legislature determines that a rule has been read-
opted and repeals the readopted rule, the rule may not
be readopted thereafter without prior approval of  the
legislature.

(b) The chief  justice of  the supreme court shall be
chosen by a majority of  the members of  the court;
shall be the chief  administrative officer of  the judicial
system; and shall have the power to assign justices or
judges, including consenting retired justices or judges,
to temporary duty in any court for which the judge is
qualified and to delegate to a chief  judge of  a judicial
circuit the power to assign judges for duty in that cir-
cuit. 

(c) A chief  judge for each district court of  appeal
shall be chosen by a majority of  the judges thereof  or,
if  there is no majority, by the chief  justice. The chief
judge shall be responsible for the administrative su-
pervision of  the court.

(d) A chief  judge in each circuit shall be chosen
from among the circuit judges as provided by supreme
court rule. The chief  judge of  a circuit shall be respon-
sible for the administrative supervision of  the circuit
courts and county courts in the his circuit.

SECTION 11. Vacancies.— 
(a) Whenever a vacancy occurs in a judicial office

to which election for retention applies, the governor
shall fill the vacancy by appointing for a term ending
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January
of  the year following the next general election occur-
ring at least one year after the date of  appointment,
one of  not fewer than three persons nor more than six
persons nominated by the appropriate judicial nomi-
nating commission.

(b) The governor shall fill each vacancy on a cir-
cuit court or on a county court, wherein the judges are
elected by a majority vote of  the electors, by appointing
for a term ending on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in January of  the year following the next pri-
mary and general election occurring at least one year
after the date of  appointment, one of  not fewer than
three persons nor more than six persons nominated by
the appropriate judicial nominating commission. An
election shall be held to fill that judicial office for the
term of  the office beginning at the end of  the appoint-
ed term.

(c) The nominations shall be made within thirty
days from the occurrence of  a vacancy unless the peri-
od is extended by the governor for a time not to exceed
thirty days. The governor shall make the appointment
within sixty days after the nominations have been cer-
tified to the governor. 

(d) Each appointment of  a justice of  the supreme
court is subject to confirmation by the senate. The sen-
ate may sit for the purpose of  confirmation regardless
of  whether the house of  representatives is in session
or not. If  the senate fails to vote on the appointment of
a justice within 90 days, the justice shall be deemed
confirmed. If  the senate votes to not confirm the ap-
pointment, the supreme court judicial nominating
commission shall reconvene as though a new vacancy
had occurred but may not renominate any person
whose prior appointment to fill the same vacancy was
not confirmed by the senate. The appointment of  a jus-
tice is effective upon confirmation by the senate.

(e)(d) There shall be a separate judicial nominat-
ing commission as provided by general law for the
supreme court, one for each district court of  appeal,
and one for each judicial circuit for all trial courts
within the circuit. Uniform rules of  procedure shall be
established by the judicial nominating commissions at
each level of  the court system. Such rules, or any part
thereof, may be repealed by general law enacted by a
majority vote of  the membership of  each house of  the
legislature, or by the supreme court, five justices con-
curring. Except for deliberations of  the judicial nomi-
nating commissions, the proceedings of  the
commissions and their records shall be open to the
public.

SECTION 12. Discipline; removal and retire-
ment.—

(a) JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMIS-
SION.—A judicial qualifications commission is creat-
ed. 

(1) There shall be a judicial qualifications commis-
sion vested with jurisdiction to investigate and recom-
mend to the Supreme Court of  Florida the removal
from office of  any justice or judge whose conduct, dur-
ing term of  office or otherwise, occurring on or after
November 1, 1966, (without regard to the effective date
of  this section) demonstrates a present unfitness to
hold office, and to investigate and recommend the dis-
cipline of  a justice or judge whose conduct, during
term of  office or otherwise occurring on or after No-
vember 1, 1966 (without regard to the effective date of
this section), warrants such discipline. For purposes of
this section, discipline is defined as any or all of  the fol-
lowing: reprimand, fine, suspension with or without
pay, or lawyer discipline. The commission shall have
jurisdiction over justices and judges regarding allega-
tions that misconduct occurred before or during ser-
vice as a justice or judge if  a complaint is made no later
than one year following service as a justice or judge.
The commission shall have jurisdiction regarding alle-
gations of  incapacity during service as a justice or
judge. The commission shall be composed of:

a. Two judges of  district courts of  appeal selected
by the judges of  those courts, two circuit judges select-
ed by the judges of  the circuit courts and two judges of
county courts selected by the judges of  those courts;

b. Four electors who reside in the state, who are
members of  the bar of  Florida, and who shall be cho-
sen by the governing body of  the bar of  Florida; and 

c. Five electors who reside in the state, who have
never held judicial office or been members of  the bar
of  Florida, and who shall be appointed by the gover-
nor.

(2) The members of  the judicial qualifications
commission shall serve staggered terms, not to exceed
six years, as prescribed by general law. No member of
the commission except a judge shall be eligible for
state judicial office while acting as a member of  the
commission and for a period of  two years thereafter.
No member of  the commission shall hold office in a po-
litical party or participate in any campaign for judi-
cial office or hold public office; provided that a judge
may campaign for judicial office and hold that office.
The commission shall elect one of  its members as its
chairperson.

(3) Members of  the judicial qualifications com-
mission not subject to impeachment shall be subject to
removal from the commission pursuant to the provi-
sions of  Article IV, Section 7, Florida Constitution.

(4) The commission shall adopt rules regulating
its proceedings, the filling of  vacancies by the ap-
pointing authorities, the disqualification of  members,
the rotation of  members between the panels, and the
temporary replacement of  disqualified or incapacitat-
ed members. The commission's rules, or any part
thereof, may be repealed by general law enacted by a
majority vote of  the membership of  each house of  the
legislature, or by the supreme court, five justices con-
curring. The commission shall have power to issue
subpoenas. Until formal charges against a justice or
judge are filed by the investigative panel with the clerk
of  the supreme court of  Florida all proceedings by or
before the commission shall be confidential; provided,
however, upon a finding of  probable cause and the fil-
ing by the investigative panel with said clerk of  such
formal charges against a justice or judge such charges
and all further proceedings before the commission
shall be public.

(5) The commission shall have access to all infor-
mation from all executive, legislative and judicial
agencies, including grand juries, subject to the rules of
the commission. At any time, on request of  the speak-
er of  the house of  representatives or the governor, the
commission shall make available to the house of  rep-
resentatives all information in the possession of  the
commission, which information shall remain confi-

dential during any investigation and until such infor-
mation is used in the pursuit for use in consideration
of  impeachment or suspension, respectively.

(b) PANELS.—The commission shall be divided
into an investigative panel and a hearing panel as es-
tablished by rule of  the commission. The investigative
panel is vested with the jurisdiction to receive or initi-
ate complaints, conduct investigations, dismiss com-
plaints, and upon a vote of  a simple majority of  the
panel submit formal charges to the hearing panel. The
hearing panel is vested with the authority to receive
and hear formal charges from the investigative panel
and upon a two-thirds vote of  the panel recommend to
the supreme court the removal of  a justice or judge or
the involuntary retirement of  a justice or judge for any
permanent disability that seriously interferes with the
performance of  judicial duties. Upon a simple majori-
ty vote of  the membership of  the hearing panel, the
panel may recommend to the supreme court that the
justice or judge be subject to appropriate discipline.

(c) SUPREME COURT.—The supreme court shall
receive recommendations from the judicial qualifica-
tions commission's hearing panel.

(1) The supreme court may accept, reject, or modi-
fy in whole or in part the findings, conclusions, and
recommendations of  the commission and it may order
that the justice or judge be  subjected to appropriate
discipline, or be removed from office with termination
of  compensation for willful or persistent failure to per-
form judicial duties or for other conduct unbecoming a
member of  the judiciary demonstrating a present un-
fitness to hold office, or be involuntarily retired for any
permanent disability that seriously interferes with the
performance of  judicial duties. Malafides, scienter or
moral turpitude on the part of  a justice or judge shall
not be required for removal from office of  a justice or
judge whose conduct demonstrates a present unfitness
to hold office. After the filing of  a formal proceeding
and upon request of  the investigative panel, the
supreme court may suspend the justice or judge from
office, with or without compensation, pending final de-
termination of  the inquiry. 

(2) The supreme court may award costs to the pre-
vailing party.

(d) REMOVAL POWER.—The power of  removal
conferred by this section shall be both alternative and
cumulative to the power of  impeachment.

(e) PROCEEDINGS INVOLVING SUPREME
COURT JUSTICE.— Notwithstanding any of  the fore-
going provisions of  this section, if  the person who is
the subject of  proceedings by the judicial qualifica-
tions commission is a justice of  the supreme court of
Florida all justices of  such court automatically shall be
disqualified to sit as justices of  such court with respect
to all proceedings therein concerning such person and
the supreme court for such purposes shall be composed
of  a panel consisting of  the seven chief  judges of  the
judicial circuits of  the state of  Florida most senior in
tenure of  judicial office as circuit judge. For purposes
of  determining seniority of  such circuit judges in the
event there be judges of  equal tenure in judicial office
as circuit judge the judge or judges from the lower
numbered circuit or circuits shall be deemed senior. In
the event any such chief  circuit judge is under investi-
gation by the judicial qualifications commission or is
otherwise disqualified or unable to serve on the panel,
the next most senior chief  circuit judge or judges shall
serve in place of  such disqualified or disabled chief  cir-
cuit judge. 

(f) SCHEDULE TO SECTION 12.— 
(1) Except to the extent inconsistent with the pro-

visions of  this section, all provisions of  law and rules
of  court in force on the effective date of  this article
shall continue in effect until superseded in the manner
authorized by the constitution. 

(2) After this section becomes effective and until
adopted by rule of  the commission consistent with it:

a. The commission shall be divided, as determined
by the chairperson, into one investigative panel and
one hearing panel to meet the responsibilities set forth
in this section.

b. The investigative panel shall be composed of:
1. Four judges,
2. Two members of  the bar of  Florida, and
3. Three non-lawyers.
c. The hearing panel shall be composed of:
1. Two judges, 
2. Two members of  the bar of  Florida, and
3. Two non-lawyers.
d. Membership on the panels may rotate in a man-

ner determined by the rules of  the commission provid-
ed that no member shall vote as a member of  the
investigative and hearing panel on the same proceed-
ing.

e. The commission shall hire separate staff  for
each panel.

f. The members of  the commission shall serve for
staggered terms of  six years.

g. The terms of  office of  the present members of
the judicial qualifications commission shall expire
upon the effective date of  the amendments to this sec-
tion approved by the legislature during the regular ses-
sion of  the legislature in 1996 and new members shall
be appointed to serve the following staggered terms:

1. Group I.—The terms of  five members, composed
of  two electors as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)c. of  Article V,
one member of  the bar of  Florida as set forth in s.
12(a)(1)b. of  Article V, one judge from the district
courts of  appeal and one circuit judge as set forth in s.
12(a)(1)a. of  Article V, shall expire on December 31,
1998.

2. Group II.—The terms of  five members, com-
posed of  one elector as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)c. of  Arti-
cle V, two members of  the bar of  Florida as set forth in
s. 12(a)(1)b. of  Article V, one circuit judge and one coun-
ty judge as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)a. of  Article V shall ex-
pire on December 31, 2000.

3. Group III.—The terms of  five members, com-
posed of  two electors as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)c. of  Arti-
cle V, one member of  the bar of  Florida as set forth in
s. 12(a)(1)b., one judge from the district courts of  appeal
and one county judge as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)a. of  Ar-
ticle V, shall expire on December 31, 2002.

g.h. An appointment to fill a vacancy of  the com-
mission shall be for the remainder of  the term.

h.i. Selection of  members by district courts of  ap-
peal judges, circuit judges, and county court judges,
shall be by no less than a majority of  the members vot-
ing at the respective courts' conferences. Selection of
members by the board of  governors of  the bar of  Flori-
da shall be by no less than a majority of  the board.

i.j. The commission shall be entitled to recover the
costs of  investigation and prosecution, in addition to
any penalty levied by the supreme court. 

j.k. The compensation of  members and referees
shall be the travel expenses or transportation and per
diem allowance as provided by general law.

NO. 6
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE I, SECTION 28 
(Legislative)

Ballot Title: PROHIBITION ON PUBLIC FUND-
ING OF ABORTIONS; CONSTRUCTION OF ABOR-
TION RIGHTS.—

Ballot Summary: This proposed amendment pro-
vides that public funds may not be expended for any
abortion or for health-benefits coverage that includes
coverage of  abortion. This prohibition does not apply
to an expenditure required by federal law, a case in
which a woman suffers from a physical disorder, phys-
ical injury, or physical illness that would place her in
danger of  death unless an abortion is performed, or a
case of  rape or incest.
This proposed amendment provides that the State Con-
stitution may not be interpreted to create broader
rights to an abortion than those contained in the Unit-

Continued on Page 11A
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ed States Constitution. With respect to abortion, this pro-
posed amendment overrules court decisions which con-
clude that the right of  privacy under Article I, Section 23
of  the State Constitution is broader in scope than that of
the United States Constitution.

Full Text:
ARTICLE I

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
SECTION 28. Prohibition on public funding of  abor-

tions; construction of  abortion rights.— 
(a) Public funds may not be expended for any abor-

tion or for health-benefits coverage that includes coverage
of  abortion. This subsection does not apply to:

(1) An expenditure required by federal law;
(2) A case in which a woman suffers from a physical

disorder, physical injury, or physical illness, including a
life-endangering, physical condition caused by or arising
from the pregnancy itself, which would, as certified by a
physician, place the woman in danger of  death unless an
abortion is performed; or 

(3) A pregnancy that results from rape or incest.
(b) This constitution may not be interpreted to create

broader rights to an abortion than those contained in the
United States Constitution.

NO. 8
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE I, SECTION 3 
(Legislative)

Ballot Title: RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the
State Constitution providing that no individual or entity
may be denied, on the basis of  religious identity or belief,
governmental benefits, funding or other support, except
as required by the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution, and deleting the prohibition against using
revenues from the public treasury directly or indirectly in
aid of  any church, sect, or religious denomination or in
aid of  any sectarian institution.

Full Text: 
ARTICLE I

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
SECTION 3. Religious freedom.—There shall be no

law respecting the establishment of  religion or prohibit-
ing or penalizing the free exercise thereof. Religious free-
dom shall not justify practices inconsistent with public
morals, peace, or safety. Except to the extent required by
the First Amendment to the United States Constitution,
neither the government nor any agent of  the government
may deny to any individual or entity the benefits of  any
program, funding, or other support on the basis of  reli-
gious identity or belief. No revenue of  the state or any po-
litical subdivision or agency thereof  shall ever be taken
from the public treasury directly or indirectly in aid of
any church, sect, or religious denomination or in aid of
any sectarian institution.

NO. 9
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTION 6
ARTICLE XII, SECTION 32

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX EX-
EMPTION FOR SURVIVING SPOUSE OF MILITARY
VETERAN OR FIRST RESPONDER.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the
State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to provide
by general law ad valorem homestead property tax relief
to the surviving spouse of  a military veteran who died
from service-connected causes while on active duty or to
the surviving spouse of  a first responder who died in the
line of  duty. The amendment authorizes the Legislature to
totally exempt or partially exempt such surviving
spouse's homestead property from ad valorem taxation.
The amendment defines a first responder as a law en-
forcement officer, a correctional officer, a firefighter, an
emergency medical technician, or a paramedic. This
amendment shall take effect January 1, 2013.

Full Text: 
ARTICLE VII

FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.—
(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable title to

real estate and maintains thereon the permanent resi-
dence of  the owner, or another legally or naturally depen-
dent upon the owner, shall be exempt from taxation
thereon, except assessments for special benefits, up to the
assessed valuation of  twenty-five thousand dollars and,
for all levies other than school district levies, on the as-
sessed valuation greater than fifty thousand dollars and
up to seventy-five thousand dollars, upon establishment of
right thereto in the manner prescribed by law.  The real es-
tate may be held by legal or equitable title, by the en-
tireties, jointly, in common, as a condominium, or
indirectly by stock ownership or membership represent-
ing the owner's or member's proprietary interest in a cor-
poration owning a fee or a leasehold initially in excess of
ninety-eight years. The exemption shall not apply with re-
spect to any assessment roll until such roll is first deter-
mined to be in compliance with the provisions of  section
4 by a state agency designated by general law. This ex-
emption is repealed on the effective date of  any amend-
ment to this Article which provides for the assessment of
homestead property at less than just value.

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed any
individual or family unit or with respect to any residen-
tial unit. No exemption shall exceed the value of  the real
estate assessable to the owner or, in case of  ownership
through stock or membership in a corporation, the value
of  the proportion which the interest in the corporation
bears to the assessed value of  the property.

(c) By general law and subject to conditions specified
therein, the Legislature may provide to renters, who are
permanent residents, ad valorem tax relief  on all ad val-
orem tax levies. Such ad valorem tax relief  shall be in the
form and amount established by general law.

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow counties
or municipalities, for the purpose of  their respective tax
levies and subject to the provisions of  general law, to
grant an additional homestead tax exemption not exceed-
ing fifty thousand dollars to any person who has the legal
or equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon the
permanent residence of  the owner and who has attained
age sixty-five and whose household income, as defined by
general law, does not exceed twenty thousand dollars. The
general law must allow counties and municipalities to
grant this additional exemption, within the limits pre-
scribed in this subsection, by ordinance adopted in the
manner prescribed by general law, and must provide for
the periodic adjustment of  the income limitation pre-
scribed in this subsection for changes in the cost of  living.

(e) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is partial-
ly or totally permanently disabled shall receive a discount
from the amount of  the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on
homestead property the veteran owns and resides in if  the
disability was combat related, the veteran was a resident
of  this state at the time of  entering the military service of
the United States, and the veteran was honorably dis-
charged upon separation from military service. The dis-
count shall be in a percentage equal to the percentage of
the veteran's permanent, service-connected disability as
determined by the United States Department of  Veterans
Affairs. To qualify for the discount granted by this sub-
section, an applicant must submit to the county property
appraiser, by March 1, proof  of  residency at the time of
entering military service, an official letter from the Unit-
ed States Department of  Veterans Affairs stating the per-
centage of  the veteran's service-connected disability and
such evidence that reasonably identifies the disability as
combat related, and a copy of  the veteran's honorable dis-
charge. If  the property appraiser denies the request for a
discount, the appraiser must notify the applicant in writ-
ing of  the reasons for the denial, and the veteran may
reapply. The Legislature may, by general law, waive the an-
nual application requirement in subsequent years. This
subsection shall take effect December 7, 2006, is self-exe-
cuting, and does not require implementing legislation.

(f)  By general law and subject to conditions and limi-
tations specified therein, the Legislature may provide ad
valorem tax relief  equal to the total amount or a portion

of  
the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead

property to the:
(1)  Surviving spouse of  a veteran who died from ser-

vice- connected causes while on active duty as a member
of  the United States Armed Forces.

(2)  Surviving spouse of  a first responder who died in
the line of  duty.

(3)  As used in this subsection and as further defined
by general law, the term:

a.  "First responder" means a law enforcement officer,
a correctional officer, a firefighter, an emergency medical
technician, or a paramedic.

b.  "In the line of  duty" means arising out of  and in
the actual performance of  duty required by employment
as a first responder.

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

SECTION 32.  Ad valorem tax relief  for surviving
spouses of  veterans who died from service-connected
causes and first responders who died in the line of  duty.—
This section and the amendment to Section 6 of  Article
VII permitting the legislature to provide ad valorem tax
relief  to surviving spouses of  veterans who died from ser-
vice-connected causes and first responders who died in
the line of  duty shall take effect January 1, 2013.

NO. 10
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3
ARTICLE XII, SECTION 32

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY
TAX EXEMPTION.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the
State Constitution to:

(1)Provide an exemption from ad valorem taxes
levied by counties, municipalities, school districts, and
other local governments on tangible personal property if
the assessed value of  an owner's tangible personal prop-
erty is greater than $25,000 but less than $50,000. This new
exemption, if  approved by the voters, will take effect on
January 1, 2013, and apply to the 2013 tax roll and subse-
quent tax rolls.

(2) Authorize a county or municipality for the
purpose of  its respective levy, and as provided by general
law, to provide tangible personal property tax exemptions
by ordinance. This is in addition to other statewide tangi-
ble personal property tax exemptions provided by the
Constitution and this amendment.

Full Text: 
ARTICLE VII

FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 3.  Taxes; exemptions.—
(a) All property owned by a municipality and used ex-

clusively by it for municipal or public purposes shall be
exempt from taxation. A municipality, owning property
outside the municipality, may be required by general law
to make payment to the taxing unit in which the property
is located. Such portions of  property as are used predom-
inantly for educational, literary, scientific, religious or
charitable purposes may be exempted by general law from
taxation.

(b) There shall be exempt from taxation, cumulative-
ly, to every head of  a family residing in this state, house-
hold goods and personal effects to the value fixed by
general law, not less than one thousand dollars, and to
every widow or widower or person who is blind or totally
and permanently disabled, property to the value fixed by
general law not less than five hundred dollars.

(c) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose
of  its respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of
this subsection and general law, grant community and
economic development ad valorem tax exemptions to new
businesses and expansions of  existing businesses, as de-
fined by general law.  Such an exemption may be granted
only by ordinance of  the county or municipality, and only
after the electors of  the county or municipality voting on
such question in a referendum authorize the county or
municipality to adopt such ordinances. An exemption so
granted shall apply to improvements to real property
made by or for the use of  a new business and improve-
ments to real property related to the expansion of  an ex-
isting business and shall also apply to tangible personal
property of  such new business and tangible personal
property related to the expansion of  an existing business.
The amount or limits of  the amount of  such exemption
shall be specified by general law. The period of  time for
which such exemption may be granted to a new business
or expansion of  an existing business shall be determined
by general law. The authority to grant such exemption
shall expire ten years from the date of  approval by the
electors of  the county or municipality, and may be renew-
able by referendum as provided by general law.

(d) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose
of  its respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of
this subsection and general law, grant historic preserva-
tion ad valorem tax exemptions to owners of  historic
properties. This exemption may be granted only by ordi-
nance of  the county or municipality. The amount or lim-
its of  the amount of  this exemption and the requirements
for eligible properties must be specified by general law.
The period of  time for which this exemption may be
granted to a property owner shall be determined by gen-
eral law.

(e)(1)By general law and subject to conditions speci-
fied therein, twenty-five thousand dollars of  the assessed
value of  tangible personal property is subject to tangible
personal property tax shall be exempt from ad valorem
taxation. Tangible personal property is also exempt from
ad valorem taxation if  the assessed value of  such proper-
ty is greater than twenty-five thousand dollars but less
than fifty thousand dollars. 

(2) A county or municipality may, for the purpos-
es of  its respective tax levy, provide additional tangible
personal property tax exemptions by ordinance, subject to
this subsection and as provided in general law. 

(f) There shall be granted an ad valorem tax ex-
emption for real property dedicated in perpetuity for con-
servation purposes, including real property encumbered
by perpetual conservation easements or by other perpetu-
al conservation protections, as defined by general law. 

(g) By general law and subject to the conditions
specified therein, each person who receives a homestead
exemption as provided in section 6 of  this article; who was
a member of  the United States military or military re-
serves, the United States Coast Guard or its reserves, or
the Florida National Guard; and who was deployed during
the preceding calendar year on active duty outside the
continental United States, Alaska, or Hawaii in support of
military operations designated by the legislature shall re-
ceive an additional exemption equal to a percentage of  the
taxable value of  his or her homestead property. The ap-
plicable percentage shall be calculated as the number of
days during the preceding calendar year the person was
deployed on active duty outside the continental United
States, Alaska, or Hawaii in support of  military opera-
tions designated by the legislature divided by the number
of  days in that year. 

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

SECTION 32. Tangible personal property; ad val-
orem tax exemption.—The amendment to Section 3 of  Ar-
ticle VII providing that property is exempt from tangible
personal property tax if  the assessed value of  such prop-
erty is greater than twenty-five thousand dollars but less
than fifty thousand dollars shall take effect January 1,
2013, and applies to assessments for tax years beginning
on or after January 1, 2013.

NO. 11
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTION 6 
(Legislative)

Ballot Title: ADDITIONAL HOMESTEAD EXEMP-
TION; LOW-INCOME SENIORS WHO MAINTAIN LONG-
TERM RESIDENCY ON PROPERTY; EQUAL TO
ASSESSED VALUE.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the
State Constitution to authorize the Legislature, by gener-
al law and subject to conditions set forth in the general
law, to allow counties and municipalities to grant an addi-
tional homestead tax exemption equal to the assessed val-

ue of  homestead property if  the property has a just value
less than $250,000 to an owner who has maintained per-
manent residency on the property for not less than 25
years, who has attained age 65, and who has a low house-
hold income as defined by general law.

Full Text:
ARTICLE VII

FINANCE AND TAXATION
SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.— 
(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable title to

real estate and maintains thereon the permanent resi-
dence of  the owner, or another legally or naturally depen-
dent upon the owner, shall be exempt from taxation
thereon, except assessments for special benefits, up to the
assessed valuation of  twenty-five thousand dollars and,
for all levies other than school district levies, on the as-
sessed valuation greater than fifty thousand dollars and
up to seventy-five thousand dollars, upon establishment of
right thereto in the manner prescribed by law. The real es-
tate may be held by legal or equitable title, by the en-
tireties, jointly, in common, as a condominium, or
indirectly by stock ownership or membership represent-
ing the owner's or member's proprietary interest in a cor-
poration owning a fee or a leasehold initially in excess of
ninety-eight years. The exemption shall not apply with re-
spect to any assessment roll until such roll is first deter-
mined to be in compliance with the provisions of  section
4 by a state agency designated by general law. This ex-
emption is repealed on the effective date of  any amend-
ment to this Article which provides for the assessment of
homestead property at less than just value.

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be al-
lowed any individual or family unit or with respect to any
residential unit. No exemption shall exceed the value of
the real estate assessable to the owner or, in case of  own-
ership through stock or membership in a corporation, the
value of  the proportion which the interest in the corpora-
tion bears to the assessed value of  the property. 

(c) By general law and subject to conditions spec-
ified therein, the Legislature may provide to renters, who
are permanent residents, ad valorem tax relief  on all ad
valorem tax levies. Such ad valorem tax relief  shall be in
the form and amount established by general law. 

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow
counties or municipalities, for the purpose of  their re-
spective tax levies and subject to the provisions of  gener-
al law, to grant either or both of  the following an
additional homestead tax exemptions: 

(1) An exemption not exceeding fifty thousand
dollars to any person who has the legal or equitable title to
real estate and maintains thereon the permanent resi-
dence of  the owner and who has attained age sixty-five
and whose household income, as defined by general law,
does not exceed twenty thousand dollars; or. 

(2) An exemption equal to the assessed value of
the property to any person who has the legal or equitable
title to real estate with a just value less than two hundred
and fifty thousand dollars and who has maintained there-
on the permanent residence of  the owner for not less than
twenty-five years and who has attained age sixty-five and
whose household income does not exceed the income lim-
itation prescribed in paragraph (1). 

The general law must allow counties and municipalities
to grant these this additional exemptions exemption,
within the limits prescribed in this subsection, by ordi-
nance adopted in the manner prescribed by general law,
and must provide for the periodic adjustment of  the in-
come limitation prescribed in this subsection for changes
in the cost of  living. 

(e) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is
partially or totally permanently disabled shall receive a
discount from the amount of  the ad valorem tax other-
wise owed on homestead property the veteran owns and
resides in if  the disability was combat related, the veteran
was a resident of  this state at the time of  entering the mil-
itary service of  the United States, and the veteran was
honorably discharged upon separation from military ser-
vice. The discount shall be in a percentage equal to the
percentage of  the veteran's permanent, service-connected
disability as determined by the United States Department
of  Veterans Affairs. To qualify for the discount granted by
this subsection, an applicant must submit to the county
property appraiser, by March 1, proof  of  residency at the
time of  entering military service, an official letter from
the United States Department of  Veterans Affairs stating
the percentage of  the veteran's service-connected disabil-
ity and such evidence that reasonably identifies the dis-
ability as combat related, and a copy of  the veteran's
honorable discharge. If  the property appraiser denies the
request for a discount, the appraiser must notify the ap-
plicant in writing of  the reasons for the denial, and the
veteran may reapply. The Legislature may, by general law,
waive the annual application requirement in subsequent
years. This subsection shall take effect December 7, 2006,
is self-executing, and does not require implementing leg-
islation.

NO. 12
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE IX, SECTION 7 
(Legislative)

Ballot Title: APPOINTMENT OF STUDENT BODY
PRESIDENT TO BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE
STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the
State Constitution to replace the president of  the Florida
Student Association with the chair of  the council of  state
university student body presidents as the student member
of  the Board of  Governors of  the State University System
and to require that the Board of  Governors organize such
council of  state university student body presidents.

Full Text: 
ARTICLE IX
EDUCATION

SECTION 7. State University System.—
(a) PURPOSES. In order to achieve excellence

through teaching students, advancing research and pro-
viding public service for the benefit of  Florida's citizens,
their communities and economies, the people hereby es-
tablish a system of  governance for the state university
system of  Florida. 

(b) STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM. There shall
be a single state university system comprised of  all public
universities. A board of  trustees shall administer each
public university and a board of  governors shall govern
the state university system. 

(c) LOCAL BOARDS OF TRUSTEES. Each local
constituent university shall be administered by a board of
trustees consisting of  thirteen members dedicated to the
purposes of  the state university system. The board of
governors shall establish the powers and duties of  the
boards of  trustees. Each board of  trustees shall consist
of  six citizen members appointed by the governor and
five citizen members appointed by the board of  gover-
nors. The appointed members shall be confirmed by the
senate and serve staggered terms of  five years as provid-
ed by law. The chair of  the faculty senate, or the equiva-
lent, and the president of  the student body of  the
university shall also be members. 

(d) STATEWIDE BOARD OF GOVERNORS. The
board of  governors shall be a body corporate consisting
of  seventeen members. The board shall operate, regu-
late, control, and be fully responsible for the manage-
ment of  the whole university system. These
responsibilities shall include, but not be limited to, defin-
ing the distinctive mission of  each constituent universi-
ty and its articulation with free public schools and
community colleges, ensuring the well-planned coordi-
nation and operation of  the system, and avoiding waste-
ful duplication of  facilities or programs. The board's
management shall be subject to the powers of  the legis-
lature to appropriate for the expenditure of  funds, and
the board shall account for such expenditures as provid-
ed by law. The governor shall appoint to the board four-
teen citizens dedicated to the purposes of  the state
university system. The appointed members shall be con-
firmed by the senate and serve staggered terms of  seven
years as provided by law. The commissioner of  educa-
tion, the chair of  the advisory council of  faculty senates,
or the equivalent, and the chair of  the council of  student
body presidents, which council shall be organized by the
board of  governors and consist of  all the student body
presidents of  the state university system president of
the Florida student association, or the equivalent, shall
also be members of  the board.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
TO BE VOTED ON NOVEMBER 6, 2012

NOTICE OF ELECTION
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Simple
Steps 

To Save
Money

On 
Your Car

(NAPSI)—Experts are predicting that
gas prices will continue rising to his-
toric highs this summer, forcing vehi-
cle owners to find ways to save
money when it comes to maintaining
their cars. Many Americans are
already living on tight budgets, so
practicing some quick, inexpensive
and easy car maintenance can help
you save and protect your investment.
• Maintain the air to save money on
fuel. The U.S. Department of Energy
reports that under-inflated tires can
increase fuel consumption by up to 3
percent. One study estimates that 50
to 80 percent of the tires rolling on
U.S. roads are under inflated.
Properly inflated tires on all American
cars could save up to 2 billion gallons
of gas a year.
Whatʼs more, a clogged air filter can
increase fuel consumption by as much
as 10 percent. Air filters keep impuri-
ties from damaging the interior of the
engine, so replacing dirty filters will
save gas and protect your engine.
More ways to save money on fuel are
available at www.fueleconomy.gov.
• Reduce your insurance costs by
shopping around. Prices vary from
company to company, so it pays to do
your homework. Get at least three
price quotes. You can call companies
directly or access information on the
Internet.
• Get slick to reduce maintenance
costs and save fuel. Upgrading to one
of todayʼs modern high-performance
motor oils can make a meaningful
improvement to your carʼs fuel econo-
my and engine life. For instance, inde-
pendent studies have documented
that Royal Purple motor oil improves
fuel economy by as much as 5 per-
cent and significantly reduces engine
wear. Using high-performance syn-
thetic motor oil, as opposed to con-
ventional oils, also allows for more
miles between oil changes, reducing
maintenance costs and time spent
working on the car.
You can find out more at www.roy-
alpurple.com.756677

Be Ready For What Lies
Ahead With A Little Help

From These Local Businesses
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September 4, 1942
Funeral services for Lt. Augustus A. Trulove,

Jr., who was killed in a bomber crash near Mulber-
ry last Thursday afternoon, were held at 5 p.m. Sun-
day at the First Presbyterian Church of  Madison, of
which he was a member, and where he attended Sun-
day School in his boyhood.

James Simmons of  Shady Grove was a visitor in
Madison Thursday.

County Commissioner Clarence Blalock was
riding around town Tuesday in a horse and buggy, a
new arrangement he has fitted out to stay ahead of
Mr. Ickes, et al and the gas shortage.

Miss Ginger Latham returned Friday from a vis-
it to Madison, Ga., with her aunt and uncle, Mr. and
Mrs. R.G. Latham.

August 31, 1962
Airman Basic John C. McGhee, of  Madison, is

being reassigned to the United States Air Force tech-
nical training course for aircraft maintenance spe-
cialists at Amarillo Air Force Base, Texas.

W. V. Bunker has been appointed manager of  the
Tri-County Co-op, succeeding A.L. Taylor, who has
resigned.

Ashley Beggs has graduated from mortuary sci-
ence school. He and his family come home today.

Arnie Medders and Edgar Barrs were injured
Tuesday night on the Perry-Keaton Beach Road
when the pickup truck in which they were riding
overturned to avoid hitting a bog. 

September 1, 1972
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Clark and also William

B. Clark of  Atlanta, Ga., attended the wedding Sat-
urday of  their cousin, Miss Jeannie Clark, of  Talla-
hassee. 

Mr. and Mrs. John McDowell Lester have re-
turned from their wedding trip to Highlands, N.C.
and were here with her parents a few days before en-
tering college in Tampa. 

The beautiful new brick and flagstone home of
the Milton Douglas family was the scene on Thurs-
day evening of  a delightful surprise housewarming. 

Mrs. Carl Sircy, Sr. and daughter and son-in-law,
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Snyder of  Sarasota and Mr.
and Mrs. Kerry Sircy of  Quincy visited Mr. and Mrs.
Judson Rowe over the weekend.

Way Back
When

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Glenda Carroll Sir-
mon spent her youth in
Greenville. She attended
school in Greenville
from Primary to High
School. She was a part of
the last graduating class
from Greenville before
the new high school was
open. Sirmon lived in
Greenville from the time
she was born, until 1980
when she married John-
ny Sirmon. The two then
moved to Madison.

Growing up in
Greenville, Glenda’s dad
owned a farm. So, that is
how she and her four
siblings, two brothers
and two sisters, spent a
lot of  their extra time.
“He grew tobacco at the
farm. But even when it
wasn’t tobacco season, we
grew vegetables. We grew,
picked and sold them. We
all (all the brothers and
sisters) did that together,
so even though it was
work, it was still fun,”
said Glenda. 

During the week-
ends, the siblings would
go skating or go see
movies at the Woodard
Theatre. “My parents
would take all of  the
brothers and sisters and
some of  our cousins to
the movie and they

would wait outside till
the movie was over,”
Glenda recalled. “We
were all very close grow-
ing up. My twin sister
Brenda and I had a lot of
friends, but we still did
everything together. Be-
ing twins, we are very
close and everywhere
one went, the other
went. We were best
friends. In our family, we
never went and spent the
night with friends.
Everyone would come to

our house. We are very
family oriented.” 

There have been sev-
eral places come and go
in Madison County over
the years. Some of  the
ones Brenda can recall
include the Woodard
Theatre, the Dairy Bar,
the high school in
Greenville, the dry
cleaners in Greenville
and the Pirate Hut. The
Pirate Hut was a restau-
rant in Greenville that
was owned by the for-

mer football coach. It
was named after the
Greenville High School
mascot, the Pirates. “We
went there every day for
lunch when I was in
school. We would walk
to town from the school
every day to eat there,”
recalled Glenda. One of
her fondest memories
growing up was having
Youth Rallies at church-
es across the county. “We
had them once a month
at different churches
and it gave us a chance
to meet new people and
make new friends,”
Glenda recalled.  

Glenda’s first job af-
ter marrying Johnny
was at the Dairy Bar.
The Dairy Bar was locat-
ed where O’Neal’s is
now. Then she went to
work at Greenwood
School, where she
worked with mentally
handicapped children.
Then, after her oldest
son, John, was born she
quit work and became a
stay at home mom. She
stayed at home until
Justin, her youngest
son, was four. She then
went to work at Head
Start, which is where
Justin went to school.
Then she quit at Head
Start and decided to go
to Live Oak Gas, where
she still works today.  

There are a few ways
that Glenda believes
Madison has changed.
One of  the biggest she
believes is the lack of
safety. “Safety has
changed a lot in Madi-
son. There are more
drugs and drinking now
then there was when I
was growing up.” How-
ever, there are also many
ways that she feels Madi-
son has stayed the same.
One of  the biggest ways
she feels Madison has
stayed the same, is when
someone passes away. “I
know when there is a
death in someone’s fami-
ly, the outpour from the
community is amazing. I
don’t know that that
goes on everywhere, but
it has always been that
way here. I believe that
that probably won’t ever
change because that is
just the way our commu-
nity is. We enjoy gather-
ing together and
helping each other,” she
added. 

Glenda is married to
Johnny Sirmon. They
have three children:
John, Kristin Woyak,
who is married to Nate
Woyak, and Justin.

Remembrance Of
Things Past:
Glenda Carroll Sirmon

Suwannee River Hardware & Outdoor Supply
23900 CR 250 • Dowling Park, Florida 32060

dfitzsimmons@windstream.net •• 386 658-1567

WANTED
Dead Rattlesnakes

$2.00 per foot 
MUST BE 3 FEET OR LONGER

Photo submitted

Glenda Carroll Sirmon lived in Greenville from the time she was born, until
1980, when she married Johnny Sirmon. The two then moved to Madison.



Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR
HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW
Lawson Circle, Madison,
FL 32340. Equal 

Housing Opportunity. 
“In accordance with 
federal law and 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 
disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 
discrimination, write

USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

run, c
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c

LAND 
FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

YARD
SALE

ESTATE
SALE

HOUSES
FOR SALE

FOR RENT HELP WANTED

HELP 
WANTED

FOR RENT

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

$15,000. Discounts on 
doublewides. Must go. 

Call Mitch at 
(386)-209-5131.

10/26, rtn, c

Money to lend for 
doublewides & singlewides
with or without property.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-209-5131.

10/26, rtn, c

Cash in a flash for your used
mobile home. Will come

look and make you an offer.
Call Lynn at (386)-365-4774.

10/26, rtn, c

Classifieds......... Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

14A Madison Enterprise-Recorder Friday, August 31, 2012 

Check us out on-line
www.greenepublishing.com

To Place Your Classified 
Call 973-4141 

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE 

CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
8/27/2012 THROUGH 9/2/2012

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Mobile home financing
available for everyone. New
and used. Call Mitch and let

M.H.M work for you. 
(386)-209-5131.

10/26, rtn, c

6 acres and 28x.80. 4 BR,
fenced & cross fenced.
Country living at its best.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-209-5131.

10/26, rtn, c

Deadline for 
Classifieds

Every Monday
and Wednesday 

3 p.m.

2 bedroom, 2 bath frame
house on 3/4 acre lot with 2
out. Building for sale by
owner. Down town Lee, Fl.
386-719-0421. City water.

Tax parcel I.D. # is 
03-1S-10-1057-000-000.
$59,000 price firm.

8/3 - rtn, n/c

2 bedroom, 1 bath frame
house fully furnished 

located at the mouth of the 
Suwannee, where the land,
sea and sky meet. Yard has
fruit trees and is fenced. 
Tax parcel I.D. # is 

191312-3285000K-0030.
Has city water, sewer 
and cable available.  

386-719-0421. $68,000.
8/3 - rtn, n/c

North Florida Paint 
and Body

Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening, 

and Bedliners. We Accept 
Insurance Repairs

1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

You Can Be A CNA
Quest training offering CNA
prep classes. No GED or HS
diploma required if age 18.
Registered nurse instructor. 
Day and evening classes. 

386-362-1065.
8/1 - 8/29, pd

Move In Special
2 BD Trailer For Rent. $350

869-0916. 
2/8 - rtn, c

LAND FOR SALE
OWNER FINANCING

ALL LAND IS 
HIGH AND DRY
Madison / Lee

• Cayenne Rd. 10ac
$27,995 rolling hills, woods

$2000 down 250/mo
• Cayenne Rd. 3ac $14,995

rolling hills, woods
$1000 down 150/mo
• Hwy 90 East 3.8ac
$19,995 wooded $2000

down 200/mo
• Hwy 90 East 10ac

$39,995 wooded $3000
down 385/mo

• Cactus Rd. 8.5ac $44,995
wooded and fields
$3000 down 425/mo

Pinetta
• Oak Hills Rd 5ac $27,995

$2000 down 250/mo
• Persimmon Dr. 5ac
$27,995 $2000 
down 250/mo

Larger Farms and 
Commercial

CALL CHIP BEGGS  
850-973-4116.

chipbeggs@embarqmail.com
5/23 -rtn, c

Sago Palms For Sale
Call (850)-464-2239.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

Apartment For Rent
Adults only.

Quiet Country Setting.
Modern Kitchen,
1 Large Bedroom,
and Family Room.
Heating & A/C.

Ideal for Retired Persons.
Non-smokers.

Call 850-973-8548.
6/27 - rtn, n/c

2003 Mustang
131,000 miles. Great 

condition, no rips or stains
on interior. Regularly 
serviced, runs great.

$5,000 obo. 
Call 706-232-4673. 

7/11 - rtn, n/c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 square foot.

Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

“Dental Assistant: Golden
Opportunity! Do you 
possess a sunny, friendly 
attitude? Can you talk with
customers easily and help
them feel at home?  Our 

dental practice is seeking an
outstanding individual to
provide concierge level 

service for our patients in the
clinical area. Dental or 

medical experience a plus
but not mandatory. Is

cosmetics important to you
along with helping others?
If you have a  friendly 

can-do attitude, a great work
ethic, you are organized, 
and self motivated with 
a good sense of humor, 
then you should apply.  

Call 888-486-2408 to hear 
a message from 

Dr Roderick Shaw’s 
office with more 

details about the position and
instructions on how 

to apply for this position.”
8/10 - rtn, c

Furnished Room on Farm
Direct T.V., wifi, quiet, safe
and comfortable. Private 
entrance and bath. $99 a

week. Possibly work for part
of rent. (850)-673-1117.

8/17 - rtn, c

Looking for MECHANIC
to work on Semi trucks.
Most of work includes

changing tires, alternators,
brakes, and light mechanical
work. Must have clean valid

drivers license. 
Call 210-7000.

8/22, 8/29, c

Maintenance Employee
Needed:

Maintenance personal 
needed for a chain 

of convenience stores. Must
have Commercial 
Refrigeration and an 
Universal EPA card.

Responsibilities include but
not limited to Refrigeration,
Heat/Air, Plumbing, and

Electrical. Salary Negotiable. 
Applications available at the
Jiffy Food Store Office.
1102 Howard Street, East,

Live Oak, FL or 
Jiffyfoodstores.com. Please
return application to the 

address listed above, or fax
to 386-362-5121.

Please contact our office
with any questions.

8/22, 8/29, c

MANAGER OF 
ENGINEERING 
Tri-County Electric 

Cooperative, Inc. has an
opening for a full-time 

Manager of Engineering in
our Madison Office. The

candidate is required to have
a Bachelor Degree in 
Electrical Engineering
(BSEE) from an ABET 

accredited curriculum. Five
or more years of responsible
electric utility experience is
preferred, as well as strong
supervisory experience. 
The candidate must also
have excellent problem 

solving skills and be able to
effectively plan, design, 
prepare and organize 

technical projects and new
organization initiatives. 
The Cooperative offers 
competitive salary and 
benefits. Tri-County is an

EOE and DFWP. 
Please send resume and 
completed Tri-County 
Employment Application
Form, which is available at
any TCEC office or online at

www.tcec.com, before 
September 17 to: Stephanie
Carroll scarroll@tcec.com
Tri-County Electric Coopera-
tive, Inc. 2862 West US 90

Madison, FL 32340.
8/22, 8/29, c

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
Madison County 
Road Department
Job Title: Machine 

Operator
Salary: Starts at a minimum

of $11.37 per hour
Job Duties: Miscellaneous
equipment operation, 
performing routine 

maintenance and minor 
repairs on such equipment;
performing other job duties
as assigned by supervisor, 
including truck driving, 
laborer and semi-skilled 

assignments when necessary
to maintain work 
schedule or during 

slack or seasonal periods.
Minimum Qualifications:
Minimum of two (2) years’
experience operating various
heavy equipment and/or
heavy trucks, or any 

combination of education,
training, and experience

which provides the required
knowledge, skills, and 
abilities. High School 

Diploma or its equivalent 
preferred. Sufficient health,
physical strength, and agility
to do heavy manual labor.
Valid Commercial Driver’s
License Class A preferred.
Application Deadline: 5:00
PM on Thursday, September

6, 2012. Employment
applications may be 

obtained from and submitted
to the County Commission
Office between 8:00 a.m. and

5:00 p.m. Monday thru 
Friday in the Courthouse 
Annex at 229 SW Pinckney
Street, Room 219, Madison,

FL 32340. For further 
information about the job 
itself, contact the Madison
County Road Department

Office at Phone 
Number (850) 973-2156.

Madison County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and a

Drug Free Workplace.
8/22, 8/29 , c

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
Madison County 
Road Department

Job Title: Truck Driver
Salary: Starts at a minimum

of $11.37 per hour 
Job Duties: Driving pick-up
trucks, dump trucks, flat bed
trucks, and other type trucks
with single or tandem rear
axles with air brakes and
standard/manual shift. 
May operate other light 

mechanized equipment such
as tractors, mowers, 

rollers, mixers involved in 
construction and 

maintenance of roads. Duties
may also include laborer
work as needed to maintain
work schedule, or during
slack or seasonal periods.
Minimum Qualifications:
Minimum of one (1) year’s
experience in the operation
of a combination of trucks as
specified under “Job Duties”.
High School Diploma or its

equivalent preferred.
Sufficient health, physical
strength, and ability to do
heavy manual labor.

Valid Commercial Driver’s
License Class A preferred.
Application Deadline: 5:00

PM, Thursday, 
September 6, 2012.

Employment applications
may be obtained from and
submitted to the County

Commission Office between
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Monday thru Friday in the
Courthouse Annex at 229
SW Pinckney Street, Room
219, Madison, FL 32340. For
further information on the
job itself, contact the 
Madison County Road 

Department office at Phone
Number (850) 973-2156.

Madison County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and a

Drug Free Workplace.
8/22, 8/29, c

Commercial / Office building
available in the heart of
downtown Madison. 

Featuring 5,400 square feet
and two bathrooms.  

Available for rent monthly.
Please call All Realty 

Services at 850-973-999 for
more details and ask for

Lynette Sirmon.
8/24 - rtn, c

Great Pyrenees Puppies
Proven livestock guardians.
1 male 3 females. Working
farm dogs. (386)-364-6450.

8/29, pd

2 BD 1 BA apartment for
rent with large attached
garage. Very quiet and
peaceful. No pets. 
(850)-971-5587.

8/29 - rtn, c

REGISTERED NURSES
DMH, Perry, FL.

FT and FLOAT POOL
ER, ICU, Med-Surg and
HHA. Home Health  P.T.A.
Sonographer, Flex Pool

dianam@doctorsmemorial.com
www.doctormemorial.com
850-584-0866 or 0635
Fax: 850-584-0661
EOE/DFWP.

8/29, c

Job Announcement
Madison County Clerk of
the Circuit Court

Financial Accounting Clerk
Application Deadline:
September 12, 2012
Salary Range:

$27,500 - $29,500
Qualified applicants should
be able to perform a variety
of duties in a busy office as a
team member; possess the
technical skills to input and
maintain accounting data on
computerized accounting
systems, with IBM AS400
experience a plus; be 

proficient in Microsoft Office
software including Excel and

Word, e-mail and the 
internet; assist with financial

transactions, customer 
payments, reconciliations

and reporting with the ability
to analyze, interpret and
communicate results; 
establish and maintain 

effective working relations
with peers, other agencies,
county officials, and the 

public; and attend meetings
and training sessions as 

required.  Basic knowledge
of accounting obtained
through technical training
equivalent to an Associate’s
Degree or Accounting 

Certificate Program and two
or more years work 

experience in governmental
accounting highly preferred.

Knowledge of grants 
accounting a plus. 
Applications may be 

obtained from and returned
with attached resume to the
Office of the Clerk of Circuit
Court, Madison County

Courthouse, 125 SW Range
Avenue, Room 101, 
Madison, FL 32340. 

Applications may also be
submitted with attached 

resume by mail to Clerk of
Circuit Court, P.O. Box 237,
Madison, FL 32341-0237 

or by email to 
tsanders@madisonclerk.com. 
The Office of the Clerk of
Circuit Court is a drug free
workplace and an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

8/29, c

Madison Health and 
Rehabilitation Center 
EOE, F/M/D/V. 

Benefits for full-time 
employees include: health
and dental insurance, life 
insurance, Paid Time Off
(PTO) and more. Apply at
Madison Health and 

Rehabilitation Center, 2481
West US 90, Madison, Fl.
32340. Admissions/

Marketing Liaison - Full
time (37.5 hrs wk.) Nurse

with long term care 
experience preferred, 
Bachelors degree in 

marketing OR five years
LTC admission experience.
RN/LPN - Full time nights
and PRN all shifts. Licensed

nurse with long term 
experience preferred. 

CNAs - Part time 3-11 and
11-7 only. Certification 
required; long term 
experience preferred.

8/29, c
Friday August 31 and 
Saturday September 1

8:30 to 3:00. 1254 NW CR
150. Cherry Lake 1 mile

from crossroads. Mahogany
poster bed, antique vanity,
antique rocker, other rockers
and chairs, iron farm bell,
drop leaf table, vintage lamp
and accessories, old pocket
watches and jewelry, 1800’s
muzzle loader, tools, MANY
vintage and antique items,
many large and small, 2 
refrigerator/freezers. 
No Early Birds.

8/29, pd

Advertising Sales 
Representative (salesman)
needed. Must be a team 
player, able to handle 

multiple tasks, and be able to
get along with an entire 

office staff.  Must have good
personality and LOVE to
talk on the telephone. Must
have valid driver’s license
and a dependable car and be
willing to sell “out of the 
office” at least once a week.
Apply in person only at
Greene Publishing, Inc’s

newspaper office, located at
1695 South SR 53, 

in Madison.
8/29 - rtn, n/c

Announcements
Huge discounts when you
buy 2 types of advertising!
120 community newspapers,

32 websites, 26 daily 
newspapers.  Call now to 
diversify your advertising
with Advertising Networks
of Florida (866)-742-1373
Senior citizens now entitled
to statewide program for
FREE easy-to-use mobile
phone with emergency 

medical alert feature, large
buttons/display, no confusing
features (800)-416-0559

Auctions
Liquidation Sale & Public

Auction--The Fly Fisherman.
1114 S Washington Ave,
Titusville, FL. World

Renowned Store Closing.
Liquidation - Sept 8 thru
Sept 14, Auction - Sept 15.
Visit website for photos &
details. No Buyer's Premium.
Building For Lease or Sale.
www.soldfor.com AB# 9
Cliff Shuler AU#14. 

Auctioneers & Liquidators,
Inc. SS Real Estate 

Auctioneers
Education

MEDICAL OFFICE
TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Become a Medical Office
Assistant at SC Train!! No
Experience needed! Online
training gets you job ready!
HS Diploma/GED & PC/

Internet needed! 
(888)-374-7294
Help Wanted

Drivers - Refrigerated and
Dry Van freight. Flexible
hometime. Annual Salary

$45K to $60K. Quarterly
Bonus. CDL-A, 3 months

current OTR exp. 
(800)-414-9569 

www.driveknight.com
Attn: DRIVERS Apply Now,
12 Drivers Needed Top 5%
Pay. 58 Yrs Stability New
KW Conventionals. Need
CDL Class A Driving Exp

(877)-258-8782
Experienced OTR Flatbed

Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm
loaded. $1000 sign on to

qualified drivers. Home most
weekends. Call: 
(843)-266-3731 / 

www.bulldoghiway.com.EOE
DRIVER TRAINEES

NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for Stevens Transport!
Earn $700 per week! No 
experience needed! Local
CDL Training. Job ready in
15 days! (888)-368-1964

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

(866)-314-3769
MEDICAL CAREERS 
BEGIN HERE - GET

TRAINED IN MONTHS,
NOT YEARS. FINANCIAL

AID IF QUALIFIED.
HOUSING AVAILABLE.
JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE. CALL 
CENTURA INSTITUTE

(877)-206-6559.

Giant Yard Sale
September 1 & 2. 

Take 253 West on Gadwall
way and go 1/3 of a mile.

Look for signs. 
Military models, soldiers,
Barbie dolls, collectibles,

some antiques and lots more.
8/31, pd

ESTATE SALE
265 SW BUNKER ST.
SATURDAY SEPT 1st. 
8am to 4pm.  Entire 

contents of garage incl. 40'
extension ladder and 
other ladders, tools, 

wheelbarrow, lots of misc.
In house: queen bed, 
like new trundle bed & 

mattresses, love seat, misc.
upholstered chairs & tables,
oriental & contemporary
rugs, refrigerator; 40" 

Kenmore Elite Self-Clean
Stainless Steel Range w/2
ovens--paid $2000, sell for
$800.  Flat screen TV's &
stands, 100's of books, 

gorgeous China Cabinet--
paid $2000, sell for $600.

8/31, c 

Suwannee River 
Economic Council, Inc.
Position: Case Manager. 
Location: Suwannee/
Madison County. 

Responsible for client case
records, client assessments,

case plans, and case 
management for low-income
individuals. Knowledge of
Microsoft Office Programs,
database and the ability 
to type 35 cwpm. High 

School graduate/or related 
experience. Apply at or send
Resume to: Suwannee River
Economic Council, Inc., 
P.O. Box 70, 1171 Nobles
Ferry Rd, NW, Bldg #2 
Live Oak, FL. 32064 

(386)-362-4115 Voice/TDD.
Affirmative Action 
Employer. Deadline: 

September 7, 2012 no later
than 12:00 P.M.

8/31, 9/5, c

Yard Sale Every Friday &
Saturday. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

2135 N.E. Old Blue 
Springs Rd. Lee, FL. 
Kitchen ware, books, 
collectables and more. 

8/31, pd

Madison County Memorial
Hospital Now Hiring.

RN's Full Time & As Needed
Full Time Transcriptionist

Please contact 
Human Resources. 

850-973-2271 ext 1906
EOE/DFW.

8/31, 9/5, c
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All Legals are posted on line at 
www.greenepublishing.com

----Legals----
The City of Madison, Florida invites approved Natural Gas Suppliers to partici-
pate in a Request for Proposal (RFP) to supply the city’s NG needs.  All bids are
due by 5:00 PM EDT Friday, September 7, 2012. If you are interested in submit-
ting a bid, please contact James Hatch at 352-332-8097 or jhatch@energyvi-
sion.net for more information including a complete RFP specification sheet.

8/29, 8/31

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

BANDIT ROAD FARMS, LLC,
A Florida limited liability company,

CASE NO:  12-149-CA
Plaintiff,

vs.
KEITH DOUGLAS CONNOR, 

Defendant.
_________________________________/

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Default Final Judgment of

Foreclosure dated August 23, 2012, in the above referenced case in which BAN-
DIT ROAD FARMS, LLC is the Plaintiff and KEITH DOUGLAS CONNOR is
the Defendant, I, TIM SANDERS, Clerk of the Court, will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash on the front steps of the West door of the Madison County
Courthouse, 125 S.W. Range Avenue, Madison, Florida, at 11:00 a.m. on Sep-
tember 24, 2012 the following described property set forth in the said judgment:
Description: Bandit Road Parcel I.D. No. 08-1S-11-1516-001-001
Farms Parcel 1

A portion of the South half (S 1/2) of the Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4) 
of Section 8, Township 1 South, Range 11 East, being more particular-
ly described as follows:
COMMENCE at a concrete monument marking the southwest corner
of said Section 8; thence North 00º01’52” West along the west line of 
said Section 8 a distance of 362.40 feet to a rebar marking the inter-
section of said west line with the northerly right-of-way line of U.S. 
Highway 90 (67 foot right-of-way) thence South 75º22’10” East along 
said right-of-way line a distance of 445.24 feet to and the southwest 
corner and POINT OF BEGINNING of the following described par-
cel; thence North 00º01’52” West along said west line a distance of 
1067.33 feet to a rebar on the south line of Twin River Farms Subdivi-
sion as recorded in Plat Book 1, page T, of the public records of Madi-
son County, Florida; thence South 89º40’33” East along the south line
of said Twin River Farms Subdivision a distance of 1014.63 feet to a 
rebar; thence South 39º48’06” West a distance of 1417.95 feet to a re-
bar on said northerly right-of-way line of U.S. Highway 90; thence 
North 75º22’10” West along said right-of-way line a distance of 109.93
feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
Containing 14.05 acres, more or less.
Said lands situate, lying and being in Madison County, Florida.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM
THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER  AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60
DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
[Note: In accordance with Rule 2.065, Florida Rules of Judicial Administration,
please be advised as follows: If you are a person with a disability who needs any
accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.  Please contact Court Adminis-
trator, Post Office Box 1569, Lake City, Florida 32056-1569, Telephone: (386)
758-2163, within two (2) working days of your receipt of this Notice or pleading.
If you are hearing or voice impaired, please call: 1-800-955-8771.]  

WITNESS my hand and the official seal of said Court, this 27th day of Au-
gust, 2012 at Madison, Madison County, Florida. 

TIM SANDERS
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Ramona Dickinson

Deputy Clerk
Scot B. Copeland, Esq.
LAW OFFICES OF SCOT B. COPELAND, P. L
P. O. Drawer  916
Madison, FL 32341
Ph: 850.973.4100
Fax: 850.973.4194

8/31, 9/7

CALL FOR BIDS
Bid Package 3 AConcrete@
Bid Package 4 AMasonry@
Bid Package 5 “Structural Steel”
Bid Package 6A AArchitectural Millwork@
Bid Package 6C ARough Carpentry@
Bid Package 7A ASprayed Insulation@
Bid Package 8A ADoors, Frames and Hardware@
Bid Package 9A APainting@
Bid Package 9B “Gypsum Partitions”
Bid Package 9C “Acoustical Ceilings”
Bid Package 9D “Flooring”
Bid Package 10A “Signage”
Bid Package 10B “Fire Extinguishers”
Bid Package 10 C “Miscellaneous Specialties”
Bid Package 21B “Fire Suppression Building”
Bid Package 22A “Plumbing”
Bid Package 23A “HVAC”
Bid Package 26A AElectrical@
Bid Package 28A “Fire Alarm System”
Bid Package 32A “Asphalt and Concrete Paving”
Bid Package 32B “Water Distribution System”
Bid Package 32C “Site Fire Piping System”
The above bid packages are being requested for the Remodel of Madison County
EMS/911 Facility.
Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc., the project manager, will receive sealed
bid proposals from qualified subcontractors/vendors for the bid packages listed
above, until 1:30 P.M. EST on September 27, 2012 at Clemons, Rutherford, &
Associates, 2027 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, Fl 32308.  Proposals should be
addressed to Will Rutherford, Project Manager. Proposals will be opened at 1:35
P.M.  
A mandatory Pre-Bid will be held at site on September 20,2012 at 9:00a.m..
The bid documents can be picked up at the office of Clemons, Rutherford & As-
sociates, Inc., 2027 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, Florida, 32308.  Deposit for
plans sets will be $50.00.  Bid documents are refundable if returned within 10 days
following bid opening in usable condition.
For information concerning this project or obtaining plans, call Will Rutherford,
Project Manager, at (850) 385-6153.
The owner, Madison County Board of County Commission and the project man-
ager reserve the right to reject any and all bids, and waive informalities on any bid.

8/31, 9/5, 9/12, 9/19

NOTICE
There will be a Joint Workshop with Aucilla Area Solid Waste Administration and
Madison County Board of County Commission September 4, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.,
followed by a meeting of the Aucilla Area Solid Waste Administration.  Meeting
will be held in the Board Room of the Aucilla Area Solid Waste Facility located at
1313 S.W. Greenville Hills Road Greenville, Florida.  If you have any question
please contact 850-948-4875.

8/31

NOTICE OF PROPOSED ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCE
BY THE CITY COMMISSION

CITY OF MADISON, FLORIDA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that proposed Ordinance No. 2012-5, bearing title
as follows, will be considered Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. at City
Hall, Madison, Florida.

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-5
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MADISON AMENDING PART II, CODE
OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 11, FIRE PREVENTION, ARTICLE II, FIRE
DEPARTMENT, DIVISION 2, RETIREMENT, OF THE CODE OF ORDI-
NANCES OF THE CITY OF MADISON; AMENDING SECTION 11-23, DEFI-
NITIONS TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF “SALARY”; PROVIDING FOR
CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; RE-
PEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVID-
ING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
A copy of the proposed Ordinance is available for public inspection at City Hall,
Madison, Florida during regular business hours.  At the meeting, all interested par-
ties may appear to be heard with respect to the proposed Ordinance.  If a person
decides to appeal any decision made by the City, the person may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, including testimony and evi-
dence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

CITY OF MADISON, FLORIDA
BY: /S/ Lee Anne Hall

City Clerk
8/31

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Pursuant to SS 336.09 and 336.10, Florida Statutes, the Board of County

Commissioners of Madison County, Florida hereby gives notice that at 4:00 p.m.
during its regular meeting held September 19, 2012 at the Board of County Com-
missioner’s Room, Room No. 107, Madison County Courthouse Annex, 229 SW
Pinckney Street, Madison, Florida, the Board will hold a public hearing to con-
sider vacating, abandoning, discontinuing and closing certain roads located in
Northeast Madison County, Florida, more specifically described as follows:

NE EYEBRIGHT AVENUE:  The entire length of NE Eyebright Av-
enue, from NE Dusty Miller Avenue to NE Epazote Street, contained 
within (1) one parcel, lying in Section 21, Township 2 north, Range 10
East, also known as Parcel ID 21-2N-10-6016-000-000, as shown in 
OR Volume 808, Pages 148-150, Public Records of Madison County, 
Florida.

YOU WILL PLEASE BE GOVEREND ACCORDINGLY.
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect

to any matter considered at such meeting he or she will need a record of the pro-
ceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evi-
dence upon which the appeal is to be based.
Dated this 31st day of August, 2012.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY: Allen Cherry, County Coordinator.

All interested parties may appear at this hearing and be heard regarding this mat-
ter.

8/31, 9/05

NOTICE OF LAND USE CHANGE 
The Board of County Commissioners of Madison County, Florida proposes to regulate the use of land 
within the area as shown on the map below by amending the Future Land Use Map of the 
Madison County Comprehensive Plan hereinafter referred to as the Comprehensive Plan, as follows: 
CPA 12-1, an application by the Rich Property and Investment Group, to amend the Future 
Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan by changing the future land use classification from  
Conservation to Agriculture –1 (1 dwelling unit per 40 acres) for the property described as:  That 
Portion of the West Half of Section 22, Township 1 S, Range 11 E lying north of Myrrh Street and also: 
The West Half of Section 15, Township 1 S, Range 11 E, less and except: (a) right of way for US Highway  
90 and (b) railroad right of way, and also: That portion of the East Half of Section 15, Township 1 S, Range  
11 E, lying north of railroad right of way and south and west of the right of way for US Highway 90 and also:  
The south 660 feet of the Southwest Quarter of Section 10, Township 1 S., Range 11 East, all  within Madison  
County, Florida Containing 670 acres 

 
 
Public Hearings concerning the amendment to consider enactment of an Ordinance to adopt the 
amendment will be held first with the Planning & Zoning Board on Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 5:30 pm 
or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard in the Board Room, Courthouse Annex, located at 229 Southwest  
Pinckney Street, Madison, Florida. A Public Hearing for The Intent to Adopt an Ordinance will be held with the Board of  
County Commissioners on Wednesday, September 19, 2012 at 4 pm or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard at the  
same location as above and the final Public Hearing to Adopt the Ordinance for the Land Use Change will be held on  
Wednesday, October 3, 2012 at 9 am or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard at the same location. The title of said  
Ordinance shall read, as follows: 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP OF THE MADISON 
COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, AS AMENDED; RELATING TO AN AMENDMENT OF MORE THAN TEN ACRES 
OF LAND, PURSUANT TO AN APPLICATION BY RICH PROPERTY & INVESTMENT GROUP, UNDER THE 
AMENDMENT PROCEDURES ESTABLISHED IN SECTIONS 163.3161 THROUGH 163.3215, FLORIDA STATUTES, AS 
AMENDED, PROVIDING FOR AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN BY 
PROVIDING FOR CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION FROM CONSERVATION TO AGRICULTURE 
-1 PROVIDING SEVERABILITY; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 
 

At the aforementioned public hearings, all interested persons may appear and be heard with respect to the 

amendment, and the ordinance adopting said amendment, on the dates, time and place as referenced above.  

 

Copies of the Ordinance adopting said amendment are available for public inspection at the Office of the Planning & Zoning 

Department, Courthouse Annex, located at 229 Southwest Pinckney Street, Madison, Florida (850)973-3179, during regular business 

hours. 

 

All persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decision made at the public hearing, they will 

need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of 

the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

8/31

306 SW. Pinckney Street • Madison, FL 32340
LLyynneettttee CC.. SSiirrmmoonn -- BBrrookkeerr •• HHUUDD RReeggiisstteerreedd FFlloorriiddaa BBrrookkeerr

850-973-9990 (office) • 850-933-6363 (mobile)

http://www.myallrealty.com

$180,000 3bd/2ba
79.00 Acres

8.19 Acres

Hunt, Fish, 
Entertain

Amazing Hunting &
Recreational Tract

$44,500
42.09 acres

S
O

LD

Let Us Help You 
Sell Your Home

Deep Fertile Soil &
Grazing Land

Sold, But We Have
Others

Moss Draped Oaks
& Singing Cicadas

$240,000 3bd/2ba
25.20 Acres 

$139,900 3bd/2ba 
26.64 Acres 

S
O

LD

$126,783
140.89 Acres

Ask For Benjamin T. Jones, Jessica Brawner Webb or Bruce DuPuis

BID NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Board of County Commissioners of Madison
County, Florida will be accepting sealed bids for the following: Three (3) New
Current Model Tandem Drive Motor Graders, Heavy Duty Category, with attach-
ments: Caterpillar No. 120M2, John Deere 670 G, Volvo G930B or Equivalent,
Bid Number 2012 – 05.
Sealed bids may be submitted to the Board of County Commissioners by deposit-
ing same at the Board office located in the Madison County Courthouse Annex,
Room 219, 229 SW Pinckney Street, Madison, Florida 32340, or Post Office Box
539, Madison, Florida 32341, anytime prior to 5:00 PM on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 12, 2012. ANY BID RECEIVED AFTER SUCH DATE AND TIME
WILL NOT BE OPENED OR CONSIDERED.  Sealed bids must be clearly
marked as a sealed bid and the bid number must be printed on the outside of the
front of the envelope: Three (3)) New Tandem Drive Motor Graders, Bid Num-
ber 2012-05. BID MUST CONTAIN A COPY OF THE VENDOR’S MADISON
COUNTY OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE WHERE APPLICABLE.
Bid Specifications, as well as other pertinent documents, may be obtained from
the Madison County Road Department office located at 2060 NE Rocky Ford
Road (C-591), 2 miles north of Madison, telephone # 850-973-2156, beginning
Tuesday, September 4, 2012. Copies of Specifications are available for inspection
at the County Commission Office during regular office hours.
Madison County reserves the right to waive any informality or to reject any or all
bids.
Bids will be opened at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 13, 2012 after which all
bids will be available for public inspection.  Bid Award by the Board of County
Commissioners will be during their regularly scheduled meeting to be held on
Wednesday, September 19, 2012. All vendors will be notified in writing of the suc-
cessful bidder.

8/31, 9/5
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By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

PART I:  WHAT YOU WILL SEE ON THE TRIM
You’re either a brand new homeowner in Madison County and you’ve

just received your first Proposed Tax Notice (A.K.A. the “TRIM” or Truth In
Millage Notice), or maybe you’ve owned a home here for a few years, but
there are still some things you don’t quite understand about your TRIM
Notice. 

Or, perhaps you’re one of  those rare folks who understand the TRIM
Notice perfectly, but just for the sake of  argument and the rest of  this
brief, general report, let’s assume you’re in one of  the first two cate-
gories.

On Aug. 22, the Board of  County Commissioners mailed
out a TRIM Notice (which you should have received by
now) to every citizen who owns property in Madison
County, as well as owners of  Tangible Personal
Property.  The first category includes homeowners
and business owners in the county, while the sec-
ond – “tangible personal property” – refers to any
equipment required to operate your business,
whether it’s desks and computers or other equip-
ment for an office or retail-type business (this
does NOT include inventory), or tractors, harrows
and other agricultural equipment for a farm.

The first thing you might see on your TRIM,
underneath the “Notice of  Proposed Property Taxes”
is DO NOT PAY – THIS IS NOT A BILL.

Rather, this is simply a notice to let you know
approximately what your tax bill for 2012 will be if:
1) No budget change is adopted; or, 2) The pro-
posed budget and tax rate for 2012 is adopted.
Here, “budget” refers to the budget each of  the
taxing authorities in Madison County (county,
city, school, etc.) uses to operate.  They can either
change nothing in their budget when they go into
a new fiscal year, or adopt budget changes that will
affect the dollar amount of  tax they put on your bill.
The TRIM also lists the tax exemptions (homestead, wid-
owed, disabled, veteran, etc.) for which you are eligible.

There are four of  these taxing authorities in Madison County,
starting with the county itself, followed by the school district, then the
city (if  you live within the city limits of  any of  the three incorporated
municipalities of  Madison, Greenville or Lee) and finally, the Suwannee
River Water Management District.

All authorities that levy taxes on the value of  your property will be list-
ed in the very first column on the left hand side of  your notice (to further
complicate things, the school taxing authority is further subdivided into
“RLE” and “Discretionary,” each with different millage rates).

In the next two columns (under one heading), you’ll see the tax rate or
“millage” each of  these authorities used in 2011 and the actual dollar amount
on your 2011 tax bill for ad valorem taxes.

In the next two columns after those, you’ll see, first, the tax rate each will

use for 2012 if  no budget change is adopted, and then what your tax dollar
amount will be in that case. 

In the next two columns, you’ll see what each authority’s proposed tax
rate is for 2012, and the amount this will add to your taxes if  the new tax rate
and budget is adopted.

All of  these taxing authorities’ millage rates are multiplied by the
assessed value of  your home, or a percentage of  the assessed value of  your
home, depending on what exemptions you may be entitled to and whether or
not the exemptions affect that particular taxing authority.

PART II:  MILLAGE AND HOW THE EXEMPTIONS WORK
The easiest way to understand millage is to think of  it as “dollars per

thousand.”  One mil is equal to one dollar of  tax for every 1000
dollars of  taxable value.  That’s taxable value, not assessed

value.  Taxable value is what is subject to tax after all eli-
gible exemptions are applied.

Take the example of  a hypothetical taxing
authority that levies a hypothetical tax rate of  10
mils (ten dollars of  tax on every 1000 dollars of  tax-
able value) on a hypothetical home assessed at
$50,000.
First, the standard homestead exemption ($25,000) is

going to be subtracted from the assessed value of  $50,000,
leaving a taxable value of  $25,000. 

A mil is written as .001, so for a millage rate of  ten
mils (10 x .001 = .010), multiply $25,000 x .010 for a dol-
lar tax amount of  $250. 

Now for the exemptions:
The standard homestead exemption is fairly

straightforward; it gives the homeowner a break
by exempting the first $25,000 of  the assessed
value of  his home (and this has to be the actual,
primary residence; second homes, vacation
homes, etc., are not eligible) from taxation from all
taxing authorities.  For several years, it was the

only big homestead exemption used.
Then, a few years ago, a second $25,000 exemption

was authorized by law, but it doesn’t apply to the second
$25,000 of  your home’s assessed value – it applies to the third

$25,000.
Yes, this has caused some confusion, especially if  someone has a

home assessed at $60,000, but wonders why, with $50,000 worth of  exemp-
tions in existence; his home has a taxable value of  $25,000, rather than
$10,000.

Here’s how that works:
Take that $60,000 assessment and divide it into chunks of  $25,000, $25,000

and $10,000.
The first chunk is exempted by the old standard Homestead Exemption

that has been around since…well, it’s been around for a long time.  The sec-
ond chunk is taxed at full value.  The third chunk, $10,000, is exempted under
the second $25,000 exemption.  If  your home is assessed at $75,000 or higher,
you would then see the full benefit of  the two $25,000 exemptions.

There are, however, more exemptions        ...Story cont. on Page 4B...

Now That You Have Your
Proposed Tax Notice….



that a homeowner may qualify for, including the
widow’s exemption, the senior citizen’s exemp-
tion, a disability exemption for the wheelchair-
bound, and a veteran’s exemption, which are
applied to the homeowner’s advantage.  Check
with the Property Appraiser’s Office to determine
which ones you may be eligible for.

Now to add to the confusion; not all taxing
authorities recognize all exemptions.  For exam-
ple, they all recognize the first $25,000 homestead
exemption; however, the school taxing authority
does not recognize the newer exemption on the
third $25,000 of  your home’s taxable valuable and
applies its tax rate on the full value of  that $25,000
chunk.

PART III:  HOW YOUR HOME’S VALUE IS
DETERMINED

The Property Appraiser’s office determines
the assessed value of  your home or business for
taxing purposes.  The Appraiser’s office does not
set the tax rate – that is the taxing authority’s job
– nor does it collect any taxes.   The Tax
Collector’s Office has that responsibility.

The Property Appraiser’s office takes your
home’s market value, or what your home would
fetch on the open market as of  January 1 of  the
current year as a base, and creates a market
spreadsheet of  your home, and all the other 15,622
parcels of  real property located in Madison.  It
then does mass appraisals of  your home and all
homes nearby that are similar to it, comparing
like parcels with like parcels; for example, a wood-
en home would not be compared to a brick home,
nor would a brick home be compared with one
that has vinyl siding.  The year your home was
built is also considered; a 30-year-old home would
not be compared to a brand-new home. 

Several individual components such as the
type of  roof  and heating/cooling system also
come into play, as does the quality adjustment; if
the building quality is excellent, above average,
average, below average, or the bare minimum,
this will affect the assessment accordingly.

After many individual factors and like-to-like
parcel comparisons are considered, the Property
Appraiser’s Office will give your home an

assessed value.  Again, don’t confuse this with the
market value of  your home…that’s something
completely different.

If  you disagree with the assessed value for
your property, now is the time to visit the apprais-
er’s office and make your concerns known.  As an
example, your home may have an impeccable
exterior, but it may have interior structural dam-
age not visible from the outside that would affect
the assessed value.  In that case, someone from the
appraiser’s office     ...Story cont. on Page 5B...
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would need to come out to your home, inspect the damage and make the
appropriate adjustment.  Since the Property Appraiser’s office does mass
appraisals rather than focusing on your property and your property alone
as a fee appraiser would do, there may be a need for some adjustments here
and there, but the time to do that is now.

That is why the TRIM notices are sent out at this time, to give property
owners time to look over their potential tax bills, check them for accuracy,
ask questions and challenge items they may not agree with.  It is important
to get your questions answered and your concerns cleared up as soon as pos-
sible, because is much, much easier to make needed adjustments and cor-
rections BEFORE the final budget hearing where the 2012 budget is adopt-
ed.

If  the Property Appraiser’s Office cannot resolve the issue for you, you
may file a petition with the Value Adjustment Board, but you must do so by
Sept. 17, 2012.

PART IV:  WHERE TO TAKE YOUR QUESTIONS
If  you have any questions regarding the assessed value of  your home, or

exemptions for which you believe you may be qualified, or for more com-
plete or detailed information than this brief  report can provide about either
of  the aforementioned subjects, go by the Madison County Property
Appraiser’s Office in the Courthouse Annex at 229 SW Pinckney Street,
Room 201, call 850-973-6133, email info@madisonpa.com, or visit the website
at www.madisonpa.com.

The Property Appraiser’s Office does NOT impose taxes, set tax rates, or

determine tax amounts.  So, if  you have any questions regarding the dollar
amount of  your tax bill, or the millage rate that is used to determine your
tax bill, why the rate is what it is, why did it go up or down, or what is the
purpose of  any change in the rate, you will have an opportunity to question
the taxing authorities themselves in a series of  public hearings during the
month of  September.  The taxing authority public hearings that affect your
property are noted on the far right side of  your TRIM notice, and all the
public hearings are listed below.

Madison County will hold its hearing Sept. 5, beginning at 5:30 p.m., at
Courthouse Annex meeting room.  Call 973-1500 for more information.

The School Board will hold its hearing Sept. 10, beginning at 6 p.m., at
the School Board Office meeting room.  Call 973-5022.

The City of  Madison will be Sept. 11, at 5:30 p.m., at Madison City Hall.
Call 973-5081.

The City of  Greenville will be Sept. 4, at 6 p.m., at Greenville City Hall.
Call 948-2251.

The Town of  Lee will be Sept. 4, at 6:30 p.m., at the Lee Town Hall.  Call
971-5867.

The Suwannee River Water Management District will be Sept. 11, at 5:30
p.m., at the SRWMD Headquarters in Live Oak.  Call (386) 362-1001 for direc-
tions or more information.

As a final note, your tax bill may also contain non-ad valorem taxes for
special assessments pertaining to fire protection and solid waste fees.
These fees are not on your proposed notice/TRIM.

Now That You Have... 
Continued from Page 4B
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Heath Simmons Plumbing, LLC.Heath Simmons Plumbing, LLC.
• Specializing In All Plumbing Needs • 

24 HourServiceHeath Simmons,
Plumber

850-728-6974
CFC1428201
simmons.heath@yahoo.com

5340 NW Lovett Road
Greenville, Fl 32331
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

State Housing Initiative Partnership (S.H.I.P.) funds are still available in
Madison County. 

S.H.I.P. will pay for the down payment and closing cost of  a home. This
writer’s family took advantage of  the program several years ago and was
able to build a four-bedroom home in Lee.

A first-time homebuyer’s course will begin Tuesday, Sept. 11.
Attendance in at least three of  these classes by members of  a household is
mandatory to receive S.H.I.P. funds.

The program is ideal for those in low to moderate income households. 
The class will be held at the Extension Office in Madison. 
For more information on the program, please call Diann Douglas at (850)

973-4138. 

S.H.I.P. Funds Help First-Time Homebuyers
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& Sons Painting, Inc
“A Brush With Quality”

Serving N.Fl./S.Ga area

• Interior/Exterior • Caulking • Waterproofing • 
• Pressure Cleaning • Roof & Gutter Cleaning •

• Faux Finishes • Wood Repair •
• Fence Painting • Deck Restoration • Roof Painting •

Call today for your FREE estimate

COMMERCIAL • REIDENTIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

Jerry Borgert

850-929-9925
229-244-6767

As the waning months of  hurricane season are
upon us, people need to be aware (as they do at all
times) of  safety tips to protect themselves from dead-
ly carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Portable Generator Tips:
· Never use a portable generator indoors,

including in your home, garage, basement, crawl-
space, shed or partially-enclosed area – even with
ventilation. Opening doors and windows or using
fans will not prevent CO buildup in the home.

· Only use a portable generator outdoors in a
dry area far away from doors, windows and vents
that can allow CO to come indoors.

If  you have CO alarms, test them. If  you do
not have CO alarms and can access products at retail,
it is wise to install CO alarms near sleeping areas.
Make sure the alarm features a battery back-up.

· Get to fresh air right away if  you start to feel
dizzy or weak. The CO from generators can rapidly
lead to full incapacitation and death.

· Plug appliances into a heavy duty, outdoor-
rated extension cords and plug the cords into the
generator.

· If  you are concerned about theft, secure your
generator outside.

Carbon Monoxide Facts and Safety Tips:

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless and odor-
less gas known as the silent killer.  According to the
Journal of  the American Medical Association, CO
poisoning is the number one cause of  accidental poi-
soning in the United States.  Diagnosis of  CO poi-
soning can be difficult because symptoms mimic
those of  many other illnesses and include nausea,
headaches, dizziness, weakness, chest pain and vom-
iting.  In more severe poisoning cases, people may
experience disorientation or unconsciousness, or
suffer long-term neurological disabiltiies, cardiores-
piratory failure or death.  Regardless of  a home’s
age, people can be exposed to this poisonous gas,
which originates from anything that burns fuel, such
as gas furnaces, stoves, water heaters, barbeque
grills, wood-burning fireplaces and automobiles.

Avoiding CO Poisoning
· All fuel-burning (gas, oil and coal) devices

should be serviced by a qualified technician every
year. Generators, charcoal grills, camp stoves and
other similar devices should only be used outdoors.

· Running vehicles inside an attached garage,
even if  the door is open, is hazardous, as CO can leak
into the home.

· CO alarms should be installed outside each
sleeping area (such as in a hallway outside the bed-

room). For maximum protection, an alarm should be
installed on each level of  the home. Battery-operated
CO alarms or plug-in alarms with battery backup
are preferred in case of  power failure.

· Call 911 and leave the home immediately if
the CO alarm sounds.

Additional CO Alarm Guidelines
· Clear CO alarms of  all of  dust and debris.
· Ensure that alarms are plugged all the way

into the outlet or, if  battery operated, have working
batteries installed. Check or replace the battery
when you change the time on your clocks each
spring and fall.

· Make certain each person can hear the CO
alarm sound from his or her sleeping room and that
the sound is loud enough to awaken everyone.

· Make sure the alarms are installed at least 15
feet away from sources of  CO to reduce the number
of  nuisance alarms.

For residents out of  immediate danger, there
are a number of  other ways to increase a home’s
safety quotient, and even more ways to prepare
loved ones to face future natural disasters without
fear. For any additional tips, please do not hesitate
to contact me at 800/837-7123 or via e-mail at sbur-
russ@lcwa.com

Protecting Your Home From Carbon Monoxide Poisoning During A Storm
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

When people think of  decorating, they
think of  what types of  curtains they will hang,
what kind of  furniture will look good in a room
or what pictures should be displayed on the
walls. One way to decorate, however, is with
scents.

A scent can change the whole feel of  a
room. Rooms can come alive with smells. For
example, using candles or an air freshener
with a country meadow scent gives the feel of
bringing the outside in. 

A suggested scent for kitchens is a lemony
or citrus smell. 

Nice clean linen scented candles work well
in bedrooms. 

During the Christmas holidays, the smells
of  evergreens, pumpkin and cinnamon can add
a festive decoration to the house. 

The power of  smell used sparingly and
tastefully, can add some extra pizzazz to one’s
homes. 

T he Power Of Smell: Decorating With Scents
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Laptop Lady
or

Hard Copy Honey
Don’t miss a single issue of  the Madison County Carrier 

and Enterprise-Recorder!
Subscribe to our print or E-Edition version, OR you can have the
best of  both worlds - subscribe to the print version AND receive a

year of  our innovative E-Edition for only $5 more!
To subscribe to the e-Edition, send an email to 

news@greenepublishing.com

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

What kind of  furniture do you want to deco-
rate your house? 

Those with bigger pocketbooks can go to
upscale furniture stores and have their pick of

fine leather furniture, comfortable beds with
mattresses set to their “sleep number” and fine
upscale décor, such as paintings.

Those with good credit can also take advan-
tage of  such stores and can even find many of  the
same items at Badcock & More and Farmer’s
Furniture.

For those on limited incomes but big dreams,
they can take advantage of  yard sales and such
thrifts stores as the United Methodist
Cooperative Ministries store, Goodwill or the
Sheriff ’s Boy’s Ranch Store in Live Oak, or any
number of  second hand stores around town.
Sometimes, it may seem like looking for a needle
in a haystack but really good bargains can be
found. For example, this writer’s family has
found awesome lamps and end tables at thrift
stores. 

One can also find bargains at estate sales and
auctions, as well as at online sites like eBay,
Craigslist and Facebook Marketplace. 

Great bargains are to be found for those who
take the time to look.

Searching For Furniture?
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

When I was a teenager, it was easy to decorate
my room. The walls were filled with photos and
posters of  TV stars, singers, athletes and profes-
sional wrestlers. As a teenager, I had photos of
Farrah Fawcett, Marie Osmond, Jack
Youngblood, Steve Garvey and Dusty Rhodes on
my wall. In college, I had posters of  Heather
Locklear and Emma Samms in my first dorm
room. By the time, I graduated I had only one
thing hanging on my wall. It was an ad for a hair
salon in Tallahassee. It was a homage to Huey
Lewis and the News. It had a toddler wearing sun-
glasses and sporting a really cool haircut on it
and the words “It’s hip to be square.”  

As a single adult, my bedroom is basically my
“man cave.” In addition to my bed, dresser and
lamp, in the room, I have my computer desk
(which is kind of  a cool Star Trekky looking
thing) with the laptop sitting on it. There are
printers and scanners next to it. My TV set, which
is hooked to my    ...Story cont. on Page 11B...

Inside The Man Cave
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Wii system (which I use
for exercise, believe it or
not) sits on a table in the
room. Also, in the “man
cave” is a Weider exer-
cise machine (kind of
like the Total Home Gym
that Chuck Norris and
Christie Brinkley
endorse).

On the walls of  the
man cave are a painting
of  Christ hugging a man,
my diplomas and several
awards and an auto-
graphed photo of  Bobby
Bowden. 

I may get some more photos and posters to decorate the walls. I wish that
I had a Bose stereo system in the man cave but instead will settle for my iPod
Touch and Kindle Fire with cheap five dollar ear buds. 

It’s not much of  a man cave but it’s where I go when I need to get away
from the rest of  the world. Plus, it’s a really cool place to sleep. 

What things are in your man cave? Email Jacob@greenepublishing.com
with your man cave ideas. 

What’s Going On
Around Town?
Find Out With A Subscription to the 
Madison County Carrier &  Enterprise-Recorder
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www.GreenePublishing.com

$35
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$45
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$25
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Continued from Page 10B
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