
According to Madison
Police Department re-
ports, on May 10 2012,
MPD Investigations re-
ceived a complaint from a
local pharmacy in refer-
ence to two individuals
that were suspected of
withholding Information
from Doctors or “ Doctor
Shopping.”

MPD Investigations
began a investigation on the two individuals who were
identified as Tammy Berman-Cruce and Elizabeth J.
Williams. 

The investigation revealed that both individuals
were withholding information from doctors by visit-
ing multiple doctors and
receiving prescriptions
for oxycodone, hy-
drocodone or similar type
pain medications within
the same 30-day period. 

As a result of  the in-
vestigation, arrest war-
rants were issued for
Tammy Berman-Cruce
and Elizabeth J. Williams.
On Tuesday 07-17-12, the
arrest warrants were served on both Individuals with
the assistance of  the Madison Co. Sheriff ’s office.

Arrested and charged: Tammy Berman-Cruce, 46,
and Elizabeth J. Williams, both of  Madison, for with-
holding information from doctors or doctor shopping.
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Former Madison County High School Cowboy
baseball star Lorenzo Cain hit his first home run of
the season for the Kansas City Royals in a game
played against the Seattle Mariners on Tuesday, July
17.

The homer came in the seventh inning as Cain
was called upon to pinch hit for Jarrod Dyson. The
seventh inning rocket was launched off  Mariners’
pitcher Shawn Kelley.

Cain just returned last week from an injury that
sidelined him for a couple of  months. After recover-
ing, he played for AA Northwest Arkansas and AAA
Omaha before being recalled to the majors on July
10.

Since his return, through July 17, Cain had a
batting average of  .467 with four RBI and four runs.
He was batting .300 on the season. 

Cain, a centerfielder, stands 6’2” tall and weighs
185 pounds. He bats and throws right-handed. 

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

Five people were injured,
four seriously in an accident on
Monday, July 16, at approximate-
ly 3:45 p.m.

According to a Florida High-
way Patrol report, a 2001 Pontiac
Bonneville, driven by a 17-year-
old, was traveling south on State
Road 145 at the same time a 2010
Nissan Rogue, driven by 24-year-
old Amanda Rodriguez, of  Pinet-
ta, was headed north. 

The 17-year-old fell asleep
and lost control of  the Bon-
neville, which then traveled
south into the northbound lane
of  SR 145. 

Rodriguez steered the Nissan
to the right to avoid colliding
head-on with the Bonneville. The
Bonneville then traveled south
onto the east shoulder of  SR 145
and then collided with several
trees on the east shoulder of  the
road. 

The left front of  the Bon-
neville then collided with a tree 

Please see Crash, Page 3A

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

The deadline for questionnaires
being returned for the special up-
coming elections issue has been set
for Monday, July 16. The last chance
to get them will be this Friday, July

20, at 4 p.m. Please request them by email-
ing Jacob@greenepublishing.com.

On Wednesday, August 1, The Madi-
son County Carrier will publish a special
section entitled “Meet the Candidates.”
In preparation for this informative sec-
tion, Greene Publishing, Inc. has ques-

tions for each candidate. 
Each candidate is asked to email

Jacob Bembry (Jacob@greenepub-
lishing.com) for copies of  the ques-
tions for the race. 

Each candidate’s answers will
appear exactly as he or she has an-
swered them in the “Meet the Candi-
dates” section. 

In addition, candidates can also pur-
chase ads for the special section. 

If  anyone has questions about this
special election issue, please email them
to Jacob@greenepublishing.com. 

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

“I want to commend the school board and Ms.
(Lou) Miller for the changes and recommendations
made,” said Earnest Rains during the public input
section of  the July 17 meeting, adding that he be-
lieved the school board was doing the best it could
under difficult circumstances.  “We thought we were
being slapped in the face because we weren’t getting
answers.”

Rains was referring to the contentious July 3
meeting when he had previously addressed the
board about concerns the African-American com-
munity had regarding the fate of  two African-Amer-
ican administrators, Ronnie Williams and Valencia
Barnes.

However, Rains continued, after speaking with
Superintendent Miller, he understood that there
were legal reasons why the board members could
not discuss personnel-related questions in a public
forum like a school board meeting.

Williams was suspended earlier during the

school year, following charges stemming from an
out-of-state traffic stop.  He was subsequently rein-
stated after the charges were dropped, but his con-
tract was not renewed for the 2012-2013 school year.

Barnes was not suspended as erroneously re-
ported last week, but she did have a grievance filed
against her regarding an incident on a school field
trip, causing her name to be left off  a list of  other
contracts the board had already approved for re-
newal in their mid-June meeting.  After the board 

Please see Barnes, Page 3A

Five Injured In CrashCain Hits
First Home

Run Of 
The Season

Two Arrested For
“Doctor

Shopping”

Tammy Cruce

Elizabeth Williams

Photo and text submitted by Pat Lightcap

On Monday night, July 16, 2012 from about 10 p.m. until midnight, one could look to the south from Madi-
son and see a very unusual display of lightning.  The weird thing was that there was no thunder.  That was
because the lightning was over 40 miles away over the Gulf of Mexico.  The thunder that comes from light-
ning does not travel that far but light sure did.  It was almost continuous flashing and a beautiful display of
nature’s power.  The photo was taken from the industrial park area of Madison, just off Hwy 53 south.

Lightning Seen Over The Gulf
From Madison County

Last Chance For Politicians
To Get Questionnaires

Valencia Barnes Will Be New
Principal Of Greenville Elementary

School Board
Votes To Approve
Charter School

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

“I am doing something I never thought I would
do,” said school board member VeEtta Hagan, ad-
dressing everyone present in the school board meet-
ing room.  “I am voting to approve a charter school.”

Her comments came moments after the school
board had voted to approve the New Millennium
Charter School at the July 17 meeting.

“I believe, I believe, I believe in the public school
system,” she continued emphatically.  “I was educat-
ed in the public school system.  My siblings were ed-
ucated in the public school system.  My children
were educated in the public school system.”

But in the current situation in Madison County,
“I see students falling through the cracks, and I
want to make sure those children are caught.”

The committee that had reviewed New Millenni-
um’s application told the board that there were still
some errors on the charter school’s application, par-
ticularly in the areas of  budget and finance, but that
there were not enough of  these errors to deny the 

Please see Charter School, Page 3A
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With the heat and
humidity levels of  sum-
mer, we tend to forget
how quickly a person
can become dehydrated.
During these days of
high temperatures, you
need to be cautious
about dehydration
which can lead to seri-
ous complications.  Wa-
ter, an essential
nutrient, is the best and
easiest choice to keep
hydrated during sum-
mer heat.

Drinking water
throughout the day is es-
pecially important in
our hot Florida weather.
Normal everyday activi-
ty will produce a loss of
8 to 12 cups of  water per
day; this loss needs to be
replaced.   Experts sug-
gest men need 12 cups of
fluids daily and women
need about 9 cups.  Many
factors, however, play a
role and may increase
the need for more water.
Exercise, hot weather,
caffeine and alcohol will
increase fluid loss,
which means you need
to increase your intake
of  fluid.

Nutritionists recom-
mend most of  your fluid
needs should be met by
drinking water.  To en-
sure an adequate
amount, drink a mini-
mum amount of   8 cups
of  water each day.  The
rest of  your fluid re-
quirements can be met
from other food sources
like 100% juice and
milk.  Even fruits and
vegetables can help hy-
drate, watermelon for
example is an excellent
source of  water.  Be
aware, however, caf-
feinated beverages (tea
and coffee) and soda do

not increase your body
fluid because the caf-
feine in these drinks
acts as a diuretic and ac-
tually causes a water
loss. 

Keeping hydrated is
as simple as drinking
plain water from the tap.
Drink water throughout
the day to maintain a
fluid balance.   Getting
an adequate daily intake
of  water is as important
to a balanced diet as eat-
ing a variety of  foods
from all of  the food
groups.  Extension Spe-
cialist suggests the fol-
lowing:

Start your day
drinking a glass of  wa-
ter.

Carry water with
you at all times; drink
frequently.

Use water fountains
in public places, take a
drink whenever you see
one.

For every cup of  caf-
feinated coffee, tea or
soda, drink a cup of  wa-
ter.

If  you have a choice,
drink decaffeinated cof-
fee, tea or soda, do so.

In a restaurant, or-
der a glass of  water with
a lemon instead of  a caf-
feinated drink. 

�Drink a glass of  wa-
ter before each meal or
snack.

For a refreshing
dessert, add a scoop of
low-fat sorbet to seltzer
water.

If  you are outside
working or exercising,
carry a bottle of  water
and be sure to take a
drink often.

If  you want a little
flavor to your water, try
mixing Citrus Water –
squeeze one lemon,
lime and orange into a
pitcher, add ¼ apple
juice concentrate and
mix with a quart of  wa-
ter. 

For more informa-
tion on eating right, con-
tact the Madison County
Extension Service.

The University of
Florida Extension
/IFAS – Madison
County is an Equal
Employment Opportu-
nity Affirmative Action
Employer authorized
to provide research, ed-
ucational information
and other services only
to individuals and in-
stitutions that func-
tion without regard to
race, color, sex, age,
handicap or national
origin.

My sister Abbie doesn’t talk very
much to anyone. She can go for days,
weeks and months without a word out
of  her mouth. Sometimes, my father,
brother and I can get her to talk to us,
but it’s rare. More rare is the time that
she will go to church and speak or
speak at any public place, but it has
happened. I have discovered a way to
get her to talk, though, and she doesn’t
seem to be able to resist talking.

The way to get her to talk is to give
her this soft gray teddy bear that she
has. The bear has its arms spread out
and is wearing a t-shirt that reads, “I
love you this much.” When I or anyone
else hands Abbie the bear, she holds it
just like it was a baby and begins smil-
ing and talking to it. 

My father said the reason my

mentally-challenged sister doesn’t
talk much to us is that we talk back,
whereas the bear just listens.

Many times, we can find no one to
talk to and we just need someone to lis-
ten. Friends listen but too often, they
interrupt with advice that may or may
not work and we just end up frustrated
again and again. Too often, we forget
to talk to God.

We can unburden every care and
worry and lay it at the feet of  our
Savior, Jesus Christ. We can talk to
Him for hours upon hours and He
never butts in. His advice has already
been written down in a bestselling
Book.

I have found that when I have
talked to God and truly trusted Him
that He is always faithful to help. 
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The Listener

7/11
Jimmy Lee Bryant - Trespassing

After Warning
Patricia Gale Rimes - Battery

Over 65 (Domestic Violence) 
Alvin Humphrey Jr. - Violation

of  Parole
Timothy Allen Dennis - DUI, DUI

Refusal 
Williams Michael Helton - Disor-

derly Intoxication 

7/12
Johnny Williams IV - Criminal

Registraion
Therus Brown - Grand Theft

/Specified Property
Shea M. McGlynn - Drug Posses-

sion (2 Counts), Barbi-
turate Possession

Tiffany M. Bennett
- Drug Equipment,
Marijuana Possession,
Delivering Meth 

7/15
Henry James

White Jr. - Assault/Ag-
gravated Domestic

Reginal Monroe Clay - Drivers
License (Knowingly)

Antonio Terrell Robinson - Fail-
ure to Appear Warrant on No Valid
Drivers License

Meghan Emerick Rush - Driving
with a Suspended License

Nicholas A Whitetto - Flee
(Felony), Warrant (Out of  County),
Resisting without Violence, Driving
with a Suspended License

7/16
Ramon Emilio Rodriguez - Viola-

tion of  Parole (Circuit)
Ashley Lauren Hodge - DUI,

Fleeing/Eluding

Jail 
Report

Madison County…

Stay Hydrated In The
Summer Heat

HEY! WE’RE ON FACEBOOK!
Check us out and

become a fan of our page!

[ Greene Publishing, Inc. ]
It’s never been easier to share your
local news with friends and family!

Did
You
Know...
American
actor Jack
Nicholson,
and 
American
singer
Bobby
Darrin
were
raised 
believing
their
grand-
mothers
were their
mothers
and their
mothers
were their
older 
sisters

Letter To The Editor
Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, 
comma for comma, as sent to this newspaper.

Letter To The Editor
Greetings from the Madison

County Supervisor of  Elections Office.
I am thankful to be serving the resi-
dents of  Madison County.  Our office is
in full preparation for the upcoming
August 14th Primary Election and the
August 28th Special Wet/Dry Election.
Our office hours are 7:30am to 5:30pm
to better serve you.  And don’t forget
that we are now in our new location at
239 SW Pinckney Street. 

The Florida Legislature passed
new congressional, state house, and
state senate plans based on the 2010
Census, federal and state legal stan-
dards, citizen testimony, publicly-
drawn maps, and open committee
discussions.  As a result of  these new
plans, there have been changes in
Madison County.  These changes in-
clude only having one State Senate
seat as opposed to two.  Additionally,
Madison County used to have one Con-
gressional seat but now has two. This
change affects all voters, therefore,
you will be receiving new voter regis-
tration cards in the coming weeks.  If

you do not receive a new voter regis-
tration card by July 23rd please call
the office to let us know.

Also, be on the lookout for sample
ballots for the primary election.
These samples will be mailed out on
July 24th.

Historically, voter turnout has
ranged from 52% to 58% during an elec-
tion.  In an attempt to make the voting
process more convenient and increase
participation for the voters of  Madison
County we will have early voting site at
the Greenville Senior Citizen, Lee City
Hall and Madison Supervisor of  Elec-
tions Office.  Early voting will be avail-
able at these sites between August 4th
and August 11th for all registered vot-
ers regardless of  where you live in the
county.  You will be allowed to early vote
at any of  these sites.

In closing, our office is here to
serve you.  This office will make every
vote count.  Please feel free to give us a
call at the office at 973-6507 or call me
personally on my cell 545-7228.  We
also welcome each of  you to stop by
and see our new location.

A Message from Tommy Hardee,
Supervisor of Elections:

What’s Going On
Around Town?
Find Out With A Subscription to the 
Madison County Carrier &  Enterprise-Recorder

Visit Us Online:
www.GreenePublishing.com

$35
In-County

$45
Out-of-County

$25
ePub Edition

Name:
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:
______________________________________________________________________________________________

City:
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________________________

Zip:
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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In     Out

Mail filled out form and payment to:   Greene Publishing, Inc.
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Madison, FL 32341
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North Florida Community College’s Allied
Health Department honored its Summer 2012 Prac-
tical Nursing graduates during a Pinning Ceremony
on Thursday, July 19 at the NFCC Fine Arts Audito-
rium (NFCC Campus, Bldg. 10) at 7 p.m. Friends,
family and community members are invited to at-
tend to help celebrate the achievement of  these
graduates.

NFCC Practical Nursing graduates are:

NAME                          HOMETOWN
Sealy Crider                 South Carolina
Brittany Denmark         Perry
Alexandria Griffin         Perry
Jannah Hancock         Jacksonville
Fanta Hunter                Greenville
Jesse Morris                  Mayo
Courtney Pape            Jennings/Hamilton County
Kehli Tuten                   Madison

For more information, contact Melissa Tharpe
in the NFCC Allied Health Department at (850) 973-
1626 or tharpem@nfcc.edu.
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The world went from Nikita Khrushchev’s
Nov. 18, 1956 statement: “We will bury you,” to
Ronald Reagan’s June 12, 1987 statement:  “Tear
down this wall,” and the world saw a sea change.

The Communists, on August 13, 1961, began
erecting a 96-mile-long wall between East and
West Germany-a concrete and metal version of
Churchill’s “iron curtain.

Despite observation towers, bunkers, dog-
runs, and armed soldiers, several thousand peo-
ple successfully escaped over the ensuing years,
tunneling under the Wall, hiding in tiny cars,
and even floating to freedom in a hot-air balloon.  
Almost 1,000 died trying to cross the border-at-
testing to the fierce desire of  the human spirit to
be free.

The Wall Street Journal of  6/9/2012, tells the
origin of  the “Tear Down This Wall” phrase.
Reagan came to use the phrase that had been
picked up by Peter Robinson, then a speech
writer for Reagan.  Robinson has a web site, Ric-
ochet.com.

Robinson’s friend, Ingeborg Elz, a West Ger-
man, was asked:  “what is your attitude toward
the (Berlin) Wall?”  Ingeborg, a gracious woman,
grew angry.  She blurted out a remark, which
Robinson recorded in his notebook, and adapted
to his White House speech:  “If  this man Gor-
bachev is serious with his talk of  ‘glasnost’ and
‘perestroika,’” Ingeborg had said, “he can prove
it by getting rid of  this wall.”  From Ingeborg Elz
to Mr. Gorbachev, to “tear down this wall.”

THE ATTITUDE CHANGED
“The boys at State are going to kill me for

this,” the President told Kenneth Duberstein, his
deputy chief  of  staff, in the limousine on the way
to the wall, “but it’s the right thing to do.”

One of  the Soviet dissidents, who monitored
Soviet compliance with human rights agree-
ments, Yuri Yarim-Agaev,  explained the effect of
that phrase.  It was awake-snap out of  it.  Reagan
had issued  a summons of  such power and clari-
ty that many who heard him felt as if  they had
suddenly regained consciousness.  It was a call to
awaken!

In the 1975 Helsinki Accords, Yuri explained,
even the West accepted the division of  Europe.
“Imagine how hard this made our struggle.  We
almost had to admit that it was hopeless.  Then
Reagan said, ‘break the wall!’  Why break this
wall if  these borders are valid?  To us, it was
more than a question of  Berlin or even of  Ger-
many.  It was a question of  the legitimacy of  the
Soviet empire.  Reagan challenged the empire.
To us, that  meant everything.  After  that speech,
everything was in play.”

DID IT MATTER?
Robinson’s essay is:  “Did that Berlin address

really matter?”  Did Ingeborg Elze change histo-
ry?  Where did that inspiration-that teachable
moment-come from?

We all have these moments, these momen-
tous and productive times.  Of  course, like any-
thing else, time and tide determine the effect of
your brilliance.  When the student is ready, the
teacher will come.  Peter Robinson was ready, In-
geborg was ready.  And so was Reagan.  The
world has never been the same, since!

THE MADISON COUNTY REPUBLICAN 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Will meet  at 7:00 P.M. Tuesday, July 24,  at the
Madison Public Library.

ALL REPUBLICANS WELCOME
Paid for and approved by the Madison County

Republican Executive Committee
MadisonRepublican@embarqmail.com

Conservative Conservative 
CornerCorner

By Nelson A. Pryor 
Lee, Florida

TEAR DOWN 
THIS WALL

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

For parents looking for ways to keep their children
entertained over the summer, the Suwannee River Re-
gional Library System has several options to aid in that
process. Madison County is home to three Suwannee Riv-
er Regional Libraries, one in Madison, Lee and Greenville.
Each library has their own schedule of  events and wel-
comes students from across the county to join them for the
fun.

Some of  the new events being offered by the library
include Dream Big Read, Movies @ The Library, Game
Days, Fun Days, Preschool Story Time and Own The
Night. Dream Big Read is for children ages 6-12 and al-
lows children to read, hear stories, listen to music, watch
puppet shows, do creative dramatics and meet special
guests. Movies @ The Library allows families and
friends to come to come to the library to watch movies to-
gether. Check your local library for titles. Games Days
are for students of  all ages and lets them play board
games, computer games and more. They are also taught
how to make games of  their own. Fun Days are also for
children of  all ages. These days include arts, crafts,

movies, games and other activities that will entertain,
educate and excite children. Preschool Story time allows
preschoolers to dream big with books, stories, puppets,
crafts, dramatics and other activities. Own the Night is a
special teens program and the activities vary each week.
You can contact your library for more information on ac-
tivities each week.

The Madison libraries schedule is as follows:  Dream
Big Read Event will be held each week on Tuesdays from
10:30-11:30 a.m. Own The Night! Teens will be held on
Tuesdays from 2-3 p.m. Preschool Story Time is on Thurs-
days from 10:30-11:30 a.m. Movies @ The Library are held
each Thursday from 2-3 p.m. 

The Greenville libraries schedule is as follows:
Dream Big Read Event will be held each week on Wednes-
days from 10-11 a.m. Own The Night! Teens will be held on
Thursdays from 2-3 p.m. Fun Days are on Wednesdays
from 2-3:30 p.m. 

The Lee libraries schedule is as follows: Dream Big
Read Event will be held each week on Mondays from 10-11
a.m. Own The Night! Teens will be held on Mondays from
2-3 p.m. Game days will be held on Wednesdays from 3-4
p.m. Fun Days are on Fridays from 3-4:30 p.m. 

Summer Library Schedule

Baby Dewey
The Dewey Family Is Happy To 

Announce The Birth Of 
Drake Charles Dewey On May 20,
2012 In Bentonvillle, Arkansas.

Drake Is A Direct Descendant Of
Charles W. And Jessie Mae Dewey;
Charles Colon Caulk Of Madison.

Florida - Now Deceased.
Drake’s Parents Are 
Charley And Ashleigh

Dewey And 
Grandparents 

Mark And Cindy Dewey - 
All Of Bentonvile, Arkansas.

Drake’s Great Grandmother Is 
Mary Louise Caulk Dewey-Douglass

Of Cabot.Ar.

Other Family Members 
Welcoming Drake Are:

Minnie Mae Dewey King, 
Jimmy And Randy King, 

Christy Leighton Dewey-Anderson,
And Tom And Jewel Morse.

Look Who’s New

application altogether.   The committee’s recom-
mended action, with “strong reservations” about
the financial/budget area, was for approval.

The board voted 4-1 for approval.  Clyde Alexan-
der cast the dissenting vote, stating that he felt “it
would be like saying I didn’t have faith in the school
system to turn things around.”

Jerri Haynes, the director of  the New Millenni-
um Charter School, responded to board members’
concerns.  “I never wanted to convey the message
that they (New Millennium and Madison County
public schools) are in competition.  They’re not.”

However, there were children who, for one rea-
son or another, could not thrive in a standard school
setting or learn at their optimal level while being
taught by traditional methodology.  New Millenni-
um’s focus would be on those particular students,
said Haynes, providing an alternative avenue where
students and teachers are still held to state stan-
dards, but teachers would be free to use alternative
teaching methods to reach those standards; they
could find something that worked for the child,
rather than be bound by only methodology approved
or mandated by the state. 

As for the errors on the school’s application,
“We’re not ‘numbers people,’ ” she said, but New
Millennium would be happy to work with anyone
the school board liked to correct those errors in the
budgeting and financial aspect, and proceed with a
budget/finance plan that everyone could be satisfied
with.

reviewed the grievance against Barnes, it voted at the
July 3 meeting to renew her contract as well.

At Tuesday night’s meeting, she was announced as
the new principal of  Greenville Elementary School for
the 2012-2013 school year. 

It was a change that was expected, said current prin-
cipal Davis Barclay afterward, adding that he had been
aware of  it for quite some time.  

Several months ago, Greenville had applied for a SIG
(School Improvement Grant) that had eight different
qualifying parameters that had to be met in order for the
grant to remain in effect.  One of  those parameters was
that if  the school did not improve or of  it went back-
wards, then the school district had to replace the princi-
pal or lose the $730,000 grant.

It was also during this past school year that the state
standards for measuring and grading school perfor-
mances were raised.  “The grant was applied for under
one set of  standards and the school’s performance was
graded under another set of  standards,” said Barclay.  “It
was one of  those situations.  They’re great kids…every
one of  those kids made progress, but unfortunately it
wasn’t enough to meet the new standards.”

If  he remained as principal, the school would lose
the grant money, and after talking to Superintendent
Miller, he agreed that, “that wouldn’t be fair to anybody.”

Barclay, who has been in the education profession as
a teacher, assistant principal and principal, will continue
in the school district office as the district coordinator and
contact for DJJ, dropout prevention and alternative
schools, as well as being teaching and learning director.
He also brings a background in law enforcement to the
job, having retired from the Florida Highway Patrol be-
fore he began as an educator.

Shortly before the meeting adjourned, school board
member VeEtta Hagan had commended Barclay for a job
well done as principal of  Greenville Elementary School.
“I know you put in a lot of  hard work,” she concluded, to
a round of  applause from those in attendance.

Crash
cont from Page 1A

Charter School
cont from Page 1A

Barnes
cont from Page 1A

on the east shoulder and rotated one-quarter of  a
turn clockwise and came to a final rest at the im-
pact with the tree, facing east on the east shoulder
of  the road.

Rodriguez’s Nissan traveled north onto the east
shoulder of  the road. As she tried to steer back into
the northbound lane of  the road, Rodriguez over-
corrected, causing the vehicle to travel across both
lanes of  the road. 

Rodriguez then traveled northwest onto the
west shoulder of  the road. The front of  the Nissan
collided with the culvert in a private driveway, then
overturned and came to a final rest north of  the
driveway, facing east on the west shoulder of  the
road. 

The driver of  the Bonneville was seriously in-
jured in the accident and the 14-year-old occupant
of  the car suffered minor injuries. 

Amanda Rodriguez and her passenger, Jessie
Rodriguez, 46, were also seriously injured.

Raymond Rodriguez, 27, suffered minor in-
juries. 

Valentin Rodriguez, 58, and a minor child in
the Bonneville were not injured.

FHP Trooper James Parker was the investigat-
ing officer. 

NFCC Pinning Ceremony For Practical
Nursing Graduates Held July 19
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The ultimate support
that the citizen’s of  Madi-
son County is willing to
extend to strengthen our
beliefs and validate a de-
sire to reconnect with the
education system in our
county is a responsibility
that rests upon all of  our
shoulders. Because Madi-
son County is being chal-
lenged in the educational
arena, its citizens are be-
ing called upon to stand
together and help meet
that challenge. Dedication
and commitment to work-
ing collectively and in
harmony must include
parents, educators, stu-
dents and the general
community as a whole, if
we expect our Madison
County School District to
be successful. As citizens
and stakeholders in all
communities, we can no
longer sit idle on the side-
lines and hope that some-
thing miraculously is
going to happen. Lately,
the question consistently
asked by many citizens,
agencies, businesses and
organizations is “what
can we do to help meet the
needs of  our school dis-
trict?”  The answer is
right in front of  us; it al-
ways has been.  If  we
agree to put forth the ef-
forts and work toward a
common cause in a part-
nership mode, then we
can have a profound im-
pact on helping to provide
some answers to the ques-
tion.  

The Madison County
Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition, and
its partners, under the
umbrella of  Health Pro-
motion Program Initia-
tive (HPPI) have
committed to helping to
develop and furthering
partnerships in our coun-
ty to take the lead in host-
ing a countywide “Back to
School Explosion” event.
The objectives of  the
countywide “Back to
School Explosion“events
are multifold; 

To host a single com-
munity wide event by at-
tracting community
partners to participate in
and reach all students  

To provide an atmos-
phere for parents,
guardians, teachers, stu-
dents and citizens to bene-
fit from motivational
presentations with focus
on preparing to go back to
and staying in school and
develop a mindset for suc-
cess and achievement.  

To provide informa-

tion from venues that
speak to health related re-
sources and outlets, edu-
cational opportunities
and advancements, ser-
vice oriented agencies
that impact the quality of
life and other service
agencies to include safety
and security

To provide students
with free school supplies
for the 2012 – 2013 school
year based upon their
grade needs.

Plans are in progress
to secure enough dona-
tions to cook hot dogs on
site, and make available
bottled water for atten-
dees that could number
1800 or more.  Hosting
such an event is an uphill
climb, but the belief  from
the coalition and its part-
ners is that “It can be
done.”  Some of  the coali-
tion partner’s includes
the Madison Kiwanis
Club, the Madison County
School District, Safe
Schools/Healthy Stu-
dents Initiative, North
Florida Community Col-
lege, The Greater Madi-
son County Chamber of
Commerce, Inc., Tri-
County’s Family Care
Center of  Greenville, the
Madison County Sheriffs
Department, Madison
County Community
Bank, Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church, Madison, Clerk
of  the Court , Madison Po-
lice Department, Mr.
James Ray and the Office
of  the Supervisor of  Elec-
tions.  A great number of
others are expected.
Everyone is excited and
anxious about the possi-
bilities that this event will
produce. This is our spe-
cial way of  showing that
we care.  The coalition
and its current partners
are seeking to enlist part-
nerships with organiza-
tions, businesses, county
and city government,
churches and citizens,
near and afar to join this
effort and show our care
for our students and the
Madison County School
District.  

The event will hap-
pen at the sports complex
and on the adjacent
grounds of  North Florida
Community College on
Saturday, July 28, 2012, be-
ginning at 10:00 a.m. and
ending at 2:00 p.m.. The
scheduling of  the event is
on the weekend prior to
the tax-free weekend ex-
tended to citizens by the
state of  Florida.  Making
free school supplies avail-

able to our students will
help offset some of  the
costs and other expendi-
tures incurred by parents
and guardians at the start
of  the school year. The
coalition and its partners
urge everyone to share in
this responsibility to get
the school year off  to a
good start.  

The Madison County
Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition has
established an account at
Bank of  America, Madi-
son Branch to account for
all currency donations.
The Greater Madison
County Chamber of  Com-
merce is the central col-
lection agency for all
donations, including
school supplies and cur-
rency.  Donors making
currency donations are
requested to make your
donations payable to
HPPI – Madison, and drop
it off  at the Chamber of
Commerce located at 248
SW Range Avenue.
Donors will receive a re-
ceipt for their donations
and the Chamber of  Com-
merce will maintain a list
of  persons making dona-
tions.  A designated team
of  citizens from Madison
will purchase school sup-
plies from our local stores
and surrounding areas as
necessary.  

The cut-off  date for
all donations is July 23,
2012 in order to get ready
for the event.  Donors will
be recognized at the
“Back to School Explo-
sion” event on July 28,
2012 and again in a formal
fashion at an event in Oc-
tober 2012.  Citizens may
also choose to volunteer
their services for what
will be a very busy day.
This event can be a clear
demonstration on behalf
of  our citizens, business-
es and organizations com-
ing together as partners
to support our school dis-
trict, teachers, students
and parents.  

The Madison County
School District has
agreed to provide bus
transportation to and
from the event from
Greenville, Pinetta and
Lee.  The pick-up points,
times and locations are as
follows:

The pick-up point for
Lee students will be the
Old Lee Elementary
School beginning at 8:00
a.m. and returning at 3:00
p.m.

The  pick-up point for
Greenville students will

be Greenville Elementary
School beginning at 8:00
a.m. and returning at 3:00
p.m.

The pick-point for
Pinetta area students will
be Pinetta Elementary
School beginning at 8:00
a.m., followed by a pick-
up point at Cherry Lake
crossroads at 8:30 a.m.
with return times at 3:00
p.m. 

A parent or a
guardian must be in at-
tendance with their stu-
dents and can only
collect school supplies
for the students in atten-
dance at the event.  Be-
cause of  the liability,
parents and guardians
are not permitted to ride
the bus transportation
provided by the Madison
County School District.
Attendees should con-
sider bringing chairs for
personal comfort. To-
gether, we can have a
tremendous impact on
helping to get our stu-
dents ready for the 2012 –
2013 school year.  

Your choosing to
partner with The Madi-
son County Alcohol and
Other Drug Prevention
Coalition and its partners
is the answer to the ques-

tion… “What can we do to
help?”  For further infor-
mation, please contact
Jerome Wyche, Local
Community Organizer at
(850) 464-0196, Shawn
Hamm, Coalition mem-
ber and Center Manager

for Tri-County Family
Medical at (850) 948-2840
or Cindy Vees, Coalition
member and Executive
Director, Madison Coun-
ty Greater Chamber of
Commerce at (850) 973-
2788.                     
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Countywide “Back To School” Explosion Being Held By The
Madison County Alcohol And Other Drug Prevention Coalition

Notice From Supervisor of Elections 
   CANVASS of RETURNS   
*Date!and!hour!is!subject!to!change

 

The canvass of returns and absentee ballots for the 2012 
Primary Election will be held in Madison, Florida on August 
13, 2012.The canvass of returns and absentee ballots will 

begin at 5:00 p.m. on August 13, 2012, at the Supervisor of 
Elections Office, 239 SW Pinckney Street Madison, Florida.

 

Thomas “Tommy” Hardee
Madison County Supervisor of Elections

239 SW Pinckney Street          Phone: 850.973.6507
Madison, FL 32340           Cell: 850.545.7228

Test    

In accordance with Florida Statute, Section 101.5612, a pre-
election test of the automatic tabulating equipment, which will 
be used to tabulate the votes cast in the 2012 Primary Election, 
to be held on August 14, 2012, will be conducted at 10:00a.m. on 
Thursday, July 26, 2012, at the Supervisor of Elections Office, 
239 SW Pinckney St., Madison, Florida.

  
The purpose of the test is to ascertain that the equipment 
will correctly count the votes cast for all candidates and 

offices.

For the test, the Canvassing Board will convene and the test 
is open to all candidates, candidate representatives with 
written authorization, the press and the public.



At 10:56 p.m. EDT,
American astronaut Neil
Armstrong, 240,000 miles
from Earth, speaks these
words to more than a bil-
lion people listening at
home: "That's one small
step for man, one giant leap
for mankind." Stepping off
the lunar landing module
Eagle, Armstrong became
the first human to walk on
the surface of  the moon.

The American effort to
send astronauts to the
moon has its origins in a fa-
mous appeal President
John F. Kennedy made to a
special joint session of
Congress on May 25, 1961: "I
believe this nation should
commit itself  to achieving
the goal, before this decade
is out, of  landing a man on
the moon and returning
him safely to Earth." At the
time, the United States was
still trailing the Soviet
Union in space develop-
ments, and Cold War-era
America welcomed
Kennedy's bold proposal.

In 1966, after five years
of  work by an internation-
al team of  scientists and
engineers, the National
Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration (NASA) con-
ducted the first unmanned
Apollo mission, testing the
structural integrity of  the
proposed launch vehicle
and spacecraft combina-
tion. Then, on January 27,
1967, tragedy struck at

Kennedy Space Center in
Cape Canaveral, Florida,
when a fire broke out dur-
ing a manned launch-pad
test of  the Apollo space-
craft and Saturn rocket.
Three astronauts were
killed in the fire.

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Growing up in Madison in the 30’s and 40’s was
an entirely different experience than growing up
here now. Back in that time, Madison was home to
car dealerships, theatres, hotels and clothing stores.
Manning Hicks was able to see Madison during
these years and has several memories from back in
the day.

Manning Hicks was born in 1925 and spent the
first 28 years of  his life here. He attended Enter-
prise School, which was located about four miles
south of  Lee before it closed in 1948, for the first
through eighth grade. He then attended Lee School
for the ninth grade through the first semester of
12th grade. Then in 1943 the school building
burned down and they finished the year at Madi-
son. 

Growing up, Hicks and most of  the other boys in
the county enjoyed hunting. He recalled, “The coun-
try folk kept the squirrel population to a minimum.
We would hunt opossum, skunks, raccoons and fox-
es and would sell the furs. I remember sometimes
boys would set traps on the way to school and would
get skunk sprayed before school and would still go to
class.” 

He has several memories of  stores that were lo-
cated down town that are no longer there. He re-
members south of  the Courthouse there was a
Western Auto, a food store and a storage house for
shade tobacco. 

Hicks preached his first sermon in 1945 at the
Midway Baptist Church. On August 17 of  this
year, he will have been preaching for 67 years. He
then went to Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. in
1953. Since he first began preaching, Hicks has
preached in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, North
Carolina, Virginia and Maryland. He has retired
four times, preached 77 revivals and countless

church services. He remembers Priest’s 5 and 10
Store. He remembers Setzer’s, Lucile’s, Vicker’s
John Deere Implement store and a canning plant.
West of  Range Street, he remembers Madison Ho-
tel, Coggin’s Store, Blalock’s Service Station,
Madison Group Store, Beggs Store, Eagle Clothing
Store, William’s Hardware, Piggly Wiggly, Davis
Jewelry, Smith’s Drug store and many others.
West on Base Street was a Greyhound Bus Station
and south was the Messer Motor Company, the
1898 First Baptist Church building and many oth-
ers. 

He remembers the town of  Lee having a grocery
store, Whitty’s Drug Store, a service station, Kinsey
Barber Shop, Turlington Hardware, William’s Feed
Store, Cherry Feed Store and J.C. Black’s Cotton
Gin.

Hicks has seen several changes occur in Madi-
son. There are now more paved roads and automo-
biles. There were more school plays and programs
at the end of  the school year than there are now. He
also recalls “Box Suppers” being popular fundrais-
ers at school back then. “We were poor, but the
neighbors were too. So we just figured that was life.
I knew what it was like to plow with a mule, then lat-
er a tractor.” 

Manning Hicks is married to Letha Buchanan
Hicks of  Pinetta. They have three children: Rose,
Lynne and Jay. They have three grandchildren:
Stephanie Sapp, Christie Bradfield and Kayla Sapp.
And they have one great-grandchild, Bailie.

July 24, 1942
The Enterprise-

Recorder is indebted to
Mr. Jim Beggs for anoth-
er armload of  beautiful
zinnias, grown in the
flower plot in front of  the
fire station. The large
vari-colored beautiful
flowers make a most at-
tractive sight. 

Capt. and Mrs. Frank
Harrison of  Jessup, Ga.,
spent Sunday here with
Mr. and Mrs. E. Harrison. 

Paul Ragans, of  Ft.
Benning, Ga., is spending
a ten days’ furlough here
with Mrs. Ragans and
other relatives. 

J.H. Calhoun had the
misfortune to break his
collarbone when he fell
out of  the back of  his
pickup truck at his farm
Tuesday afternoon. Local
physicians attended him
and he is getting along
nicely. 

July 20, 1962
Mrs. J.J. Newman is

making an apartment ad-
dition to her home on

North Range Street.
Major L. Brown of

Jacksonville (formerly of
Madison) is changing his
address from Week-
hawken, N.J.

Mr. and Mrs. James
Pafford and children of
Monticello were weekend
guests of  Mr. and Mrs.
Theodore Gibson. 

Mr. and Mrs. W.B.
Selman were visitors in
Atlanta this week.

July 21, 1972
An event of  July 15

was the wedding of  Glad-
ney Lynn Cave of  Jack-

sonville and Carson
Cherry of  Lee. 

Mrs. T.C. Merchant,
Jr., and daughter, Mrs.
William Cave of  Atlanta,
Ga. were hostesses on
Saturday at a luncheon
for Miss Peggy Clark, Au-
gust bride-to-be. 

The Cherry Lake
Methodist Church is hav-
ing a clean-up and paint-
up program.

Tom Coody, Presi-
dent of  the Madison
County Cattleman’s As-
sociation, led the way on
the Pasture Tour last
Thursday. 
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Wilkinson’s
 Decorative Fabric Outlet

Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM-6PM • Sun Closed
1158 Lakes Blvd • Lake Park (Behind Sonny’s BBQ)

73
63

64229-559-1401

Let the designer/decorator
 in you come alive!We offer 1st quality fabrics at Super Low Prices

Let’s get busy creating a new LOOK.  
Even with today’s economy, we’re Affordable.  
Ask about our discount to those in the trade.

(Store Location Only)

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Kristin Finney, July 17, 2012

Manning Hicks was born in 1925 and spent the
first 28 years of his life in Madison County. 

Remembrance of Things Past:

Manning Hicks

Way Back When 

On This Day In History
Jul 20, 1969:

Armstrong walks on moon
History.com



As Paul Harvey would say, “And
now for the rest of  the story.” Vaca-
tion Bible School Family Night was a
huge success at First Baptist. Totals
for the week include 12 professions of
faith in Jesus, 141 total enrollment
with an average attendance of  121.
And the GIRLS WON in the competi-
tion, so it was Pie Mr. Gabe, in col-
lecting monies for water purification
systems for our international mis-
sionaries. A total of  $645.68 was col-
lected by the VBS group and on
Family Night another $99.50 was giv-
en making a grand total of  $745.18.
Basically, we collected enough money
to provide 3 systems to families who
would otherwise not have pure water
to drink. All this money will be sent
to Woman’s Missionary Union,
Southern Baptist Convention in
Birmingham and designated to the
Pure Water, Pure Love emphasis of
WMU. Our missionary families will
be so appreciative of  this effort.

As our pastor challenged us in the
morning service “To Know This
Love,” I want to pass the challenge on
to each of  you who will read this arti-
cle. The Scripture he used is found in
Ephesians 3:17 b -21. 

17 that Christ would make his
home in your hearts through faith.
Then, having been rooted and ground-
ed in love,

18 you will be able to understand,
along with all the saints, what is wide,
long, high, and deep—

19 that is, you will know the love of
Christ, which goes far beyond knowl-
edge, and will be filled with all the full-
ness of  God.

And the final verse is so important
- just in case you were thinking, “I
can’t do this.”

20 Now to the one who can do infi-
nitely more than all we can ask or
imagine according to the power that is
working among us—

21 to him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forev-
er and ever!

Amen.
Now the challenge is before us “To

Know and to Do This Love,” in His
power.

Opportunities for service at Madi-
son First Baptist this week include:

SUNDAY - July 22
9:45 a.m. Sunday school every Sun-

day morning We have a class for you.
Kathy McCollum, our Sunday School
director, would love to show you to a
class this Sunday morning.

11:00 a.m Morning worship/Bap-
tism We do provide for Children’s wor-
ship - ages 3 - through 2nd grade.

3:30 p.m. Youth/Children’s Sunday
school teachers’ and workers’ meeting
led by Kathy McCollum

4:30 p.m. Adult Sunday school
teachers’ and workers’ meeting led by
Bro. Gabe

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Youth group - Supper:

Bill & Cindy Brown
TUESDAY - July 24 Joint WMU/

Brotherhood Supper Meeting
We would like to encourage our

men and women to attend the Middle
Florida Baptist Associational

WMU/Brotherhood supper meet-
ing at Elizabeth Baptist Church at 6:45
p.m.

WEDNESDAY - July 25 - Special
study

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Six-Week Bible
Study - “Feasts of  the Bible” will begin
and include: The Sabbath, First
Fruits, Pentecost, Trumpets, Day of
Atonement, and Tabernacle. You are
invited to join us in the fellowship hall
for this video presentation followed by
a group discussion led by Andrea
Krell. There is no cost for the study
and a nursery will be provided. Please
call the church office to register so we
can order the correct number of
books. .

6:15 p.m. Youth group
6:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting in the

church parlor meeting room
7:30 p.m. Choir rehearsal
COMING IN AUGUST - Words to

Works Ministries - 24 hour Mission
Trip to Jacksonville

August 10-11, we have a wonderful
and exciting opportunity to see where
God can lead us.  More information
will be available next week. Interest-
ed? Go to www.wordstoworks.com for a
preview.

The church office hours are 9:00 a.
m - 4:00 p.m. The office phone number
is 973-2547 or you can reach the church
secretary by email at 1stbaptistof-
fice@gmail.com. Our pastor can be
reached at gabekrell@yahoo.com.

We also have a website: madisonf-
bc.net that is regularly updated.
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At Madison 
First Baptist Church

Submitted By Judy Phillips For Nell Dobbs
Guest Columnist

By Bryant Thigpen
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Bible Deliverance Church will be
celebrating its 32nd year of  ministry
on Sunday, August 5, beginning at 10
a.m. with Sunday school. The Reflect-
sons will be in concert during the
morning worship service with group
manager and evangelist, Dale Thig-
pen, bringing the morning message.
The Reflectsons will also perform an
afternoon concert immediately fol-
lowing lunch.

Bible Deliverance Church was
formed in 1980 under the leadership of
Thomas Thigpen. The church began
in an old church building that sits off
to the right on highway 90 heading to
Greenville. After several years in the
country, the church moved to a build-
ing by the cotton gin on the south side
of  the railroad tracks. After a couple
of  years at that location, he then felt
like it was time to begin a building
fund to build new worship facilities.
In 1989, the church held its first ser-
vice on homecoming morning in the
facilities that currently serves as
home to the church.

Every church has its vine of  tra-
ditions, and one that has remained at
the church down through the years is
the music and message by the Reflect-
sons. Before Dale formed the Reflect-
sons about 20 years ago, he traveled
with a group called the Reps who per-
formed annually at the homecoming
services. When the Reps disbanded,
Dale continued the trip to Madison
every year for the service bringing his
family, who later became known as

the Reflectsons. Dale was joined by his
sons Dale and Glen to form a trio.

Dale’s brother and Madison resi-
dent Tommy joined the Reflectsons in
May of  1994 as the bass vocalist. Later,
Tommy’s son, Tommy Lee, joined as
the bass guitarist. For about two
years, Tommy’s oldest son, Brian,
traveled as the group’s drummer.
Leslie joined as the group’s drummer
when Brian left the group. More per-
sonnel changes were on the way when
Dale’s oldest son left the group to en-
ter into pastoral ministry. At one time,
Leslie moved from the drums to
singing the alto part, Tommy Lee
moved from the bass guitar to drums,
and Bryant, Tommy’s youngest son,
joined the group playing bass guitar.
This group toured the country togeth-
er for over five years. 

Today, the group is made up of
Dale Thigpen (lead), Pam Renew
(alto), and George Pushkar (baritone),
with Pam’s husband, Bruce, handling
the sound and bus driving duties.

The Reflectsons recently released
a new project titled, “Good News,”
which features many requested songs
that were penned by group members
including, “He Came To Die By
Choice,” “Prayer Changes Things,”
and “There’s Gonna Be A Change.”
The project also features new material
such as, “Good News” and “Will I See
You?” This CD will be a favorite for all
gospel music lovers.

For more information, please vis-
it www.reflectsons.com.

Bible Deliverance Church is locat-
ed at 720 SW Range Ave., in Madison.

Bible Deliverance Church To 
Celebrate 32nd Homecoming



Suwannee Farms,
an agriculture opera-
tion that produces cat-
tle, vegetables, and
forage crops in Suwan-
nee County, is dedicated
to reducing nutrient
losses to the environ-
ment while conserving
water in the process.

The farm is partici-
pating in a three-year
study to determine the

effects of  nutrient recy-
cling on its operation.
The study is evaluating
nutrient imports to the
farm – such as manure,
feed and fertilizer – and
nutrient exports – such
as crop products and
beef  that leave the
farm, atmospheric loss,
and nutrients that
might leach into
groundwater. Soil,

crops, and water are an-
alyzed for nutrient con-
centrations – all to
determine how effi-
ciently those nutrients
are being utilized on the
farm and the potential
for nutrients to be lost
to the environment. 

The study was initi-
ated in 2009 by the
Suwannee River part-
nership (SRP) and is be-
ing led by the
University of  Florida
/Institute of  Food and
Agricultural Sciences
(UF/IFAS). Funding is
provided by the Suwan-
nee River Water Man-
agement District
(District), UF/IFAS, the
Florida Department of
Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services
(FDACS), the Florida
Department of  Envi-
ronmental Protection
(DEP), and Suwannee
Farms.

Now in its final
year, the study will de-
termine the effects of
best management prac-
tices (BMPs) currently
used on the farm and
how these practices
could expand to im-
prove nutrient manage-
ment.

This study is a posi-
tive step toward im-
proving nutrient
management and pro-
tecting water quality,”

said Hugh Thomas, SRP
coordinator. “It also has
the added benefit of
conserving water.”

Building nutrients
and organic matter in
soils allows the soils to
hold moisture which
conserves irrigation
water. Improved irriga-
tion management con-
serves water and
protects water quality.
The goal is to keep the
right amount of  water
in the root zone, which
is vital to reducing nu-
trient losses to the envi-
ronment. 

Thomas said over
watering pushes fertil-
izer past the root zone.
Under watering stress-
es the crop and doesn’t
allow fertilizer to be uti-
lized. But application of
the right amount of  wa-
ter helps the crop take
up fertilizer, which re-
sults in the protection
of  water quality and a
productive yield for the
farmer.

Once the study is
complete, the findings
will be used to provide
nutrient management
recommendations to
dairy and other con-
fined-animal opera-
tions.

“This research
could have far-reaching
effects,” said Thomas.
“The data will be used

to improve BMPs state-
wide and possibly
around the nation.”

Thomas said the
study is expected to be
finalized sometime next
year. 
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FEED TIMES
How to use: The major and minor feeding times for each day are listed below.  The major

feeding times are the best for the sportsman and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding
times can also have good success, but last only about 1 hour.  Good luck and 

be careful out there. Major feed times are marked by an asterisk (*)

The Week Of July 20-26, 2012
Friday

July 20
1:12 AM
*7:25 AM
1:36 PM
*8:42 PM

Saturday
July 21
2:00 AM
*8:25 AM
2:24 PM
*9:18 PM

Sunday
July 22
2:48 AM
*9:24 AM
3:12 PM
*9:53 PM

Monday
July 23
3:36 AM

*10:25 AM
4:00 PM

*10:29 PM

Tuesday
July 24
*4:24 AM
11:27 AM
*4:50 PM
11:07 AM

Wednesday
July 25
*5:15 AM
*5:41 PM
12:30 PM

Thursday
July 26
*6:08 AM
11:48 AM
*1:35 PM
6:36 PM

Custom built AR-15’s Have it your way 
Revolvers, Pistols, Always in Stock
Re-Loading Components In Stock

Winchester Primers In Stock

Hodgdon, IMR, Alliant Powder, In Stock

(850) 973-8880
ammodump@embarqmail.com
10 am to 4 pm Tues, Wed, Thur.
Call for weekend Gun Shows

• Full Moon: July 3
• Last Qtr: July 11
• New Moon: Aug.  19

• First Qtr: July 27
• Full Moon: Aug. 3
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Leaders in agricultural 
and rural �nancing.

850-997-3545 / www.farmcredit-�.com

For nearly 100 years Farm Credit has been solely dedicated to 
helping farmers, ranchers, and rural communities. We �nance 
long-term agricultural real estate loans without balloons. 

With rising interest rates now is the time to lock in a long-term rate 
with no balloon. Give us a call today to �nd out how we can help.

Study To Evaluate Nutrient Recycling On
Local Farm Will Protect And Save Water

Photo submitted

During a tour of Suwannee Farms on May 22, SRP’s Joel Love, kneeling, and UF/IFAS’ George Hochmuth, second from left, collect leachate water samples while
other participants look on. 



Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR
HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW
Lawson Circle, Madison,
FL 32340. Equal 

Housing Opportunity. 
“In accordance with 
federal law and 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 
disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 
discrimination, write

USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

run, c
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$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & 

non-HC accessible apts.
Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers

accepted.  Call 
850-948-3056. TDD/TTY
711. 192 NWß Greenville
Pointe Trail, Greenville,

FL 32331. 
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

run, c

LAND 
FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

HOUSES
FOR SALE

WANTED

FREE

FOR RENT HELP 
WANTED

HELP 
WANTED

FOR RENT

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

Piano lessons are being 
offered for individuals who
are beginners or veteran

players who wish to build or
polish their skills. Lessons

are one-on-one and 
reasonably priced! For more 

information, call 
(850) 464-0114 or 
(850) 973-4622.

6/18, run, n/c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Bumgardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

6/22, rtn, c

$15,000. Discounts on 
doublewides. Must go. 

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

Money to lend for 
doublewides & singlewides
with or without property.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

Cash in a flash for your used
mobile home. Will come
look and make you an offer.
Call Lynn at (386)-365-4774.

10/26, rtn, c

Classifieds ........ Deadline For Classifieds      
(850) 973-4141      

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

8A Madison Enterprise-Recorder Friday, July 20, 2012 

To Place 
Your Classified 
Call 973-4141 

FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.
STATEWIDE 

CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
7/16/2012 THROUGH 7/22/2012

I am a retired nurse; and
want to do private duty work
with the elderly. If you can
use me, I am available 
for any shift. Excellent 

references. 464-7276 (Cell) 
run, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom, 
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress, worn
as flower girl dress, lace

work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25

Size 7-8 - off white dress,
worn as a flower girl dress,

overlay of lace
over entire dress, probably
knee to calf length - $25

Size 8 - white, long dress,
lace around neck with 
decorative bodice - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white 
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100

Teen dresses.....
Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) -
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back, 

sequins spotted across the 
entire gown, built-in 
crinoline - absolutely 
gorgeous. - $300

(paid over $500 for it)
Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, run, n/c

Mobile home financing
available for everyone. New
and used. Call Mitch and let
M.H.M work for you. 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

6 acres and 28x.80. 4 BR,
fenced & cross fenced.
Country living at its best.

Call Mitch at 
(386)-288-0109.

10/26, rtn, c

2 bedroom, 2 bath frame
house on 3/4 acre lot with 2
out. Building for sale by
owner. Down town Lee, Fl.
386-719-0421. City water.
Tax parcel I.D. # is 

03-1S-10-1057-000-000.
$59,000 price firm.

8/3 - rtn, n/c

2 bedroom, 1 bath frame
house fully furnished 

located at the mouth of the 
Suwannee, where the land,
sea and sky meet. Yard has
fruit trees and is fenced. 
Tax parcel I.D. # is 

191312-3285000K-0030.
Has city water, sewer 
and cable available.  

386-719-0421. $68,000.
8/3 - rtn, n/c

Cambridge Manor 
Apartments

404 Sumatra Avenue 
Office 102

“A Community Reserved
For Elderly And Disabled”
1+2 bedroom apartments
handicap+non handicap
HUD vouchers accepted
central heat & air, carpet,
electric stoves and 
refrigerators, on site 
manager, laundry
facilities and a 
community room. 

Call (850)-973-3786. TDD
711. Rental Office on site.

Equal housing 
opportunity.

“In accordance with 
federal law and 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited
from discrimination on
the basic of race, color,
national origin, age, 
disability, religion, sex,
and familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) To 
file a complaint of 
discrimination, write

USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call 

(800)-795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD.)”
“This institution is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.”
TDD phone number

10/5 - rtn ,c

Renovated 2-story,
3BR/2BATH house. 
Excellently located at
205 Shelby Street. Stucco 
Exterior. Convenient 

off-street parking. Free lawn
maintenance. $650.00. Dixie
Properties (850) 656-6340.

12/7 - rtn,c

North Florida Paint 
and Body

Complete Auto Painting,
Body and Collision Repair,
Replace Window Motors,
Headlights Resurfaced,
Dent and Ding Removal,
Frame Straightening, 

and Bedliners. We Accept 
Insurance Repairs

1524 S. SR 53, Madison.
(850) 97-FIXIT
(973-4948)

2/8 - rtn, n/c

You Can Be A CNA
Quest training offering CNA
prep classes. No GED or HS
diploma required if age 18.
Registered nurse instructor. 
Day and evening classes. 

386-362-1065.
7/4-7/25, pd

2 BD Trailer For Rent
869-0916. 

2/8 - rtn, c

Wanted
Peacocks, guinea and

turkeys. 1-850-661-6868.
4/18 - rtn, n/c

1 BD 1 BA on lake. 
1 year lease. No pets. 
$350 rent/$400 deposit.

(850)-929-4333.
5/2 - rtn, c

Farm equipment mechanic.
Applicants should have a
steady employment history
and be mechanically 

experienced. Skill related
salary starting at $600 per
week. Applicants accepted
between 9 - 3 weekdays at
Full Circle Dairy. 1479 SE
Winquepin St in Lee, Fl. 

E-mail resumes 
or inquiries to 

kwatts@fullcircledairy.com.
5/2 - rtn, c

LAND FOR SALE
OWNER FINANCING

ALL LAND IS 
HIGH AND DRY
Madison / Lee

• Cayenne Rd. 10ac
$27,995 rolling hills, woods

$2000 down 250/mo
• Cayenne Rd. 3ac $14,995

rolling hills, woods
$1000 down 150/mo
• Hwy 90 East 3.8ac
$19,995 wooded $2000

down 200/mo
• Hwy 90 East 10ac

$39,995 wooded $3000
down 385/mo

• Cactus Rd. 8.5ac $44,995
wooded and fields
$3000 down 425/mo

Pinetta
• Oak Hills Rd 5ac $27,995
$2000 down 250/mo
• Persimmon Dr. 5ac
$27,995 $2000 
down 250/mo

Larger Farms and 
Commercial

CALL CHIP BEGGS  
850-973-4116.

chipbeggs@embarqmail.com
5/23 -rtn, c

Sago Palms For Sale
Call (850)-464-2239.

6/27 - rtn, n/c

1 BD apartment with 
heating & A/C. Common
porch. Ideal for professional
or retired. Non-smoking.
Adult who enjoys a quiet
country setting. Phone 

973-8548 for appointment. 

6/27 - rtn, n/c

Looking for PT or PTA.
Great salary and benefits.
Please call Jerry Mercer
Physical Therapy. 
229-249-9600.

7/4-7/25, c

Blue Willow China Pieces
still in shipping boxes. 
Butter dish, sugar and 

creamer dish, cereal bowl
and cups. $20.00 per box.
Call (850)-464-2022.

7/4 - rtn, n/c

Free Firewood
Call (850)-971-2898.

7/11, 7/18, n/c

2003 Mustang
131,000 miles. Great 

condition, no rips or stains
on interior. Regularly 
serviced, runs great.

$5,000 obo. 
Call 706-232-4673. 

7/11 - rtn, n/c

Education
MEDICAL OFFICE

TRAINEES NEEDED! Train
online to become a Medical

Office Assistant! No 
Experience needed! Training
& Local Job placement 

assistance thru SC Training.
HS Diploma/GED & PC/

Internet needed! 
(888)-374-7294

Help Wanted
OWNER OPERATORS
Guaranteed min. 2,700

miles/week! All miles paid
loaded/empty. Class-A CDL
Lease Purchased Program
Discount plans for major
medical & more. Fleet 
Owners Welcome 
(866)-220-7845 

driveforgreatwide.com
ATTN: DRIVERS Freight
Up = More $$$ New Pay
Package New KW 

Conventionals 2 Mos CDL
Class A Driving Exp
(877)-258-8782

DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for Schneider National!
Earn $700 per week! No 
experience needed! Local
CDL Training. Job Ready in
just 15 days! (888)-368-1964

EXPERIENCED OTR
FLATBED DRIVERS earn
50 up to 55 cpm loaded.
$1000 sign on to Qualified
drivers. Home most 
weekends. Call: 
(843)-266-3731 / 

bulldoghiway.com EOE

Drivers - Steady Refrigerated
and Dry Van freight. Daily or
Weekly pay. Hometime

Choices! Modern equipment.
CDL-A, 3 months current

OTR experience. 
(800)-414-9569 

www.driveknight.com

Miscellaneous
MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here -- Train ONLINE for
Allied Health and Medical
Management. Job placement

assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV certified.
Call (888)-203-3179

www.CenturaOnline.com
AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance

(866)-314-3769

Meet singles right now! No
paid operators, just real 
people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange 

messages and connect live.
Try it free. Call now 
(888)-744-4426

OTR Drivers Wanted
Drivers/Flatbed Class A.
GET HOME WEEKENDS!
Southeast Regional, Earn up
to 39c/mi. 1 year OTR

Flatbed experience required,
(800)-572-5489 x227, 
SunBelt Transport, LLC

Real Estate/ Land for Sale
New Cottage ON the Lake.

ONLY $69,900. 
DOCKABLE SHORELINE.
Sale Sat July 28th Only.
NEVER BEFORE 

OFFERED! Gorgeous new
designer ready lakefront 
cottage in beautiful wooded
setting on spectacular, 

recreational lake. Boat, ski,
swim, fish, more. Paved
roads, power & phone. 

Perfect for vacation home or
weekend getaway. Must see.
Excellent financing. Call
now (866)-952-5336, x222.

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Complete Liquidation of  
Beech Island Knitting Company 

 In Brooks County, Georgia 

Land and Buildings 

 

 
 

 

Thursday, August 2, 4:00 p.m.  
Quitman, Georgia 

201 Young Street 
 
 

101. 5.38 Acre Vacant Land Parcel 
102. 50,000 sq. ft. Industrial Building  
        with 6 restrooms 
103. 1.79 Acre Vacant Land Parcel 
104. 30,000 sq. ft. Industrial Building          with 7 res trooms 

Both buildings have air conditioning,   220 volt, 
3 phase power, office space & loading docks. 

Buyer’s Note: 

These buildings could easily be converted into 
Storage facilities for cotton bales or a packing 
house.  There Is an Air Conditioning and Sprinkler 
System throughout 
Terms: Pay 20% down, closing in 30 days. 
10% buyer’s premium, Broker Participation—10% 
Open House on July 26 from 2:00 p.m. till 4:00 
p.m. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Absolute   Auction 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

800.479.1763 
 

 

 
 

 

Johndixon.com 
 

 

 
 

 
 

GAL # 2034 

Trailer For Rent
2 BD, water furnished, cut
grass. Quarter of a mile 
outside city limits. 
(850)-673-1739 or 
(850)-673-1410.

7/18, pd

Apartment for Rent in Lee
2 BD with attached garage.

Private and quiet. 
(850)-971-5587.

7/18 - rtn, c

Mystic Lake Front
2 BD 2 BA furnished.

$800/month. 1 year lease.
$800 damage/clean up 
deposit. (850)-464-7052.

7/18, 7/25, pd

Mystic Lake Front
2 BD 2 BA split plan. Lots
of extras. $700/month. 1 year
lease. $700 damage/clean up
deposit. (850)-464-7052. 

7/18, 7/25, pd

Therapist
JoAnn Bridges Academy in
Greenville, FL is looking for
a Mental Health Therapist.
The Therapist will provide
individual, family, and group
psychotherapy and develop
specific treatment goals for
the youth.  This person 
must be able to document 
appropriate clinical 

information in the medical
record in a timely manner.
Excellent interpersonal and
communication skills. 
Applicants must have 
graduated from any 
accredited college or 

university with a master’s
degree in social work, 
counseling and guidance,
psychology or human 
services as well as a 
successful background

check.  Experience working
with clients in a facility 

setting and substance abuse
problems is preferable.
Please fax resume to the 
attention of Ms. Mobley, 
Facility Administrator at
(850)-948-4227 or call 
(850)-948-4220 for 
more information.

7/18, 7/25, c

Office Building For Rent
Across the street from the
Courthouse, on Shelby
Street. (between Owens
Propane and Burnette

Plumbing)
Newly Renovated
1120 sqare foot.

Call Emerald Greene
850-973-4141

7/18 - rtn n/c

Local thriving company
needs an exceptional mature
person as Front Desk 

Receptionist. Experienced
candidate must  have the 
following requirements:
Personable and friendly,
Good communication skills
(written, verbal, phone).
Computer knowledge:

QuickBooks, Excel, Word
Professional, motivated, 

energetic. Must be punctual
and dependable, able to 
multi task, strong 
organizational skills,
strong customer service 
ethic and team oriented.
Health insurance, 401K, 
vacation pay, and holiday
pay available. Please email
resume to info@jj-fuel.com

7/18, c
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----Legals----
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Railroad Crossing located on CR 255 in Lee, Florida will be closed to all
traffic during repairs beginning early morning on Monday, July 23, 2012 thru
late Wednesday, July 25, 2012.  A Detour Route will be provided.

7/18, 7/20

$240,000
2005
3bd/2ba

25.20 Acres

$395,000
4bd/3ba 

2.95 Acres
located on
Cherry
Lake

$77,000
5bd/2ba

10.53 Acres 
located in
Lamont

Let us
turn your
“For Sale”

into
“Sold”

$56,900
1998*
4bd/2ba

4.37 acres
located in
Jasper

$795,000
350 Acres
Located in
the Central
Hunting

Zone of FL
306 SW. Pinckney Street

Madison, FL 32340

Lynette C. Sirmon - Broker
HUD Registered Florida Broker

850-973-9990 (office)

850-933-6363 (mobile)

http://www.myallrealty.com

Ask For Benjamin T. Jones, Jessica Brawner Webb, Bruce DuPuis or Lynette C. Sirmon

SOLD

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MADISON
COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE:
ESTATE OF FRANK D. WOOD

CASE NO: 2012-70-CP
PROBATE DIVISION

Deceased
                                                      /

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Frank D.  Wood, deceased, whose date
of death was 6 January 2012, is pending in the Circuit Court for Madison Coun-
ty, Florida, Probate Division; Case Number 2012-70-CP, the address of which is
125 S.W. Range Avenue, Madison, FL 32341.  The names and addresses of the
personal representative and the personal representative's attorney are set forth
below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons, who have claims or de-
mands against decedent's estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be
served  must file their claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE
(3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against the decedent's estate must file their claims with this court WITH-
IN THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET
FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE,
ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECE-
DENT'S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

THE DATE OF FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE IS: July 13,
2012.

Attorney for Personal Representative: Personal Representative:
James R. Brewster, Esquire Anita Marie Winstead
Florida Bar No.:   440787 714 SE Remington Drive
Suite 203, The Walker Building               Lee, Florida 32059
547 North Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida  32301                  
Telephone: (850) 561-1037

7/13, 7/20

Notice of Sale Pursuant to Chapter 83, Part IV
Under the Authority of the Self-Service Storage Facility Act, Section 83.805 the
described below has been seized for nonpayment of rent and other accrued ex-
penses. The property consists primarily of household & personal goods in units
rented by: Terri Butler,VictoriaSolomon, Chris Neal, Douglas Vanduwe,
Christina Knowles and Tameka Dean. The property will be sold at auction to the
highest bidder as provided by the Self-Storage Facility Act, Section 83.806. the
sale will be held Saturday August 4, 2012 at the Madison Mini Storage, 1098 E.
U.S. Hwy 90, in Madison, Florida. For further information call 850-973-2008.

7/20, 7/25

NOTICE OF INTENTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA TO CONSIDER

THE ADOPTION OF A PROPOSED COUNTY ORDINANCE
_________________________________________________________________

NOTICE IS GIVEN of the intention of the Board of County Com-
missioners of Madison County, Florida, to consider the adoption of a proposed
county ordinance the title to which is as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 2012- 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING MADISON COUNTY ORDI-
NANCE NO. 2003-126, RELATING TO THE MADISON COUNTY  PARK
AND BOAT RAMP LOCATED ON CHERRY LAKE IN MADISON COUNTY;
REAFFIRMING THE LIMITATIONS PLACED ON THE USE OF SUCH BOAT
RAMP; PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION TO SUCH LIMITATIONS FOR PAR-
TICIPANTS IN FISHING TOURNAMENTS HELD AT “OFF SEASON” TIMES
AND APPROVED BY THE MADISON COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT;
PROVIDING FOR AN EXCEPTION TO SUCH LIMITATIONS FOR PERSONS
HOLDING A CHERRY LAKE BOAT LAUNCH TAG; PROVIDING FOR THE
YEARLY ISSUANCE OF SUCH TAGS TO OWNERS OF WATERFRONT
PROPERTY ON CHERRY LAKE; PROVIDING FOR THE CHARGING OF A
FEE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH TAG; WAIVING ALL OTHER FEES
FOR THE USE OF THE CHERRY LAKE BOAT RAMP FOR PERSONS WHO
HAVE SUCH TAG; WAIVING ALL FEES FOR THE USE OF THE CHERRY
LAKE BEACH AND THE CHERRY LAKE BOAT RAMP BY MADISON
COUNTY RESIDENTS WHO ARE EITHER OVER AGE 65 OR ARE VETER-
ANS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES; PROVIDING FOR SEV-
ERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

at the meeting of the Board which will be held as follows:

DATE:         August 1, 2012.

TIME: 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: The Board of County Commissioners Meeting Room
Room No.  107
Madison County Courthouse Annex
229 S.W. Pinckney Street
Madison, Florida 32340

The proposed ordinance may be considered by the Board at any time
during the above meeting.  The proposed ordinance may be inspected by the pub-
lic during regular business hours at the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of
Madison County, Florida, in the Madison County Courthouse, Madison, Florida.
All interested parties may appear at the above meeting and be heard with respect
to the proposed ordinance.  The proposed ordinance may be modified at the above
meeting.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation
in order to participate in such meeting, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact Tim Sanders, Clerk of Court, at
Post Office Box 237, Madison, Florida 32341, telephone:(850) 973-1500, at least
3 working days prior to the meeting date; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at such meeting he or she will need a record of
the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

DATED on July 19, 2012.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY: /s/ Tim Sanders
Tim Sanders, 
Clerk

7/20
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

“…To sleep, perchance to dream.” Hamlet, William Shakespeare
Hopefully, you are not spending hours away from sleep, pondering revenge for a loved one’s death, like Prince

Hamlet was in the famous play. Perhaps, the finger of  death is not beckoning you either. You just want to sleep, but
you are having trouble. 

In the United States, reports the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, one in four adults
suffer from occasional sleeplessness.

Perhaps you have tried different methods to overcome sleeplessness. Maybe you have
counted all the sheep that Farmer Brown has and put them back in the pen and let them
out again and began counting all over. Maybe you have tried warm milk or cocoa.

One drastic measure that has to be taken sometimes is to ask your doctor
to prescribe a sleeping pill. Be careful because some are stronger than oth-
ers and have a tendency to be habit forming.

Another thing, if  there is no pain related to your sleeplessness is to try
a sleep-aid containing the ingredients diphenhydramine or doxylamine suc-
cinate.  A fairly new product on the market is Vick’s ZzzQuill. It is non-habit
forming.

Another alternative is to try over the counter herbal remedies, such as chamomile,
valerian or melatonin, but on the downside is that the Food and Drug Administration
has not tested or approved these as having any benefit for sleep.

If  you have pain associated with your sleeplessness, you can try a blended product, such as
Advil PM or Tylenol PM. 

To Sleep
Need Sleep? These Products May (or May Not) Help



By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Necrotizing fasciitis.  The sound of  it alone is
intimidating.  The colloquial term for it, “flesh-
eating bacteria,” sounds like something out of  a
Stephen King novel, a terrifying “superbug” that
invades the body and rapidly begins devouring
flesh, proving fatal in a matter of  hours.  Even
with treatment, the mortality rate averages one-
fourth to one-third of  those afflicted.

Technically, however, “flesh-eating” is a mis-
nomer; the bacteria itself  does not devour the
flesh, although the term is an apt description for
what it appears to do.  What it actually does is
multiply rapidly, secreting toxins that destroy
surrounding tissue – skin, fat and muscle.  As its
growth rate explodes, it can enter the bloodstream
and spread to other parts of  the body, leaving
masses of  necrotic tissue in its wake.

Additionally, although it may behave in a
manner people might expect of  a “superbug,” the
pathogens that cause NF are several different
types of  common, ordinary bacteria that are ubiq-
uitous in the environment.  Such is the case with
the water-borne bacteria Aeromonas hydrophila,
a pathogen that thrives in fresh or brackish water
(water that contains some salt but is not saltwa-
ter) in warm climates.  Other types of  bacteria,
like Streptococcus pyogenes (also known as Group
A Streptococcus, the pathogen most commonly
associated with necrotizing fasciitis, or NF) and
Staphylococcus aureus, live on surfaces of  objects,
plants, animals, even the surface of  human skin.  

Some even live inside the human body, kept in
check by the body’s immune system; such is the
case with certain strains of  Staphylococcus
aureus living inside the nasal cavity, and the
strains of  Group A Streptococcus that occasional-
ly flare up and cause strep throat or the skin dis-
ease impetigo.  In these, more ordinary infections,
the bacteria counts are small enough they can be
beaten back by a healthy immune system; there
are literally millions of  cases of  strep throat
and/or impetigo infections reported each year; by
contrast, there are only several hundred cases of
NF.

Also, NF is not a new phenomenon, although
it began receiving some media attention in the
1990s and has received substantial media atten-
tion in recent weeks.  Hippocrates wrote about
this disease some 3000 years ago, and there are
thousands of  reports of  it during the American
Civil War, when wounded soldiers were treated in
tent hospitals sorely lacking in modern sanitary
wound treatment and surgical practices; the
“germ theory” of  infection was around at the
time, but had not yet been universally accepted in

all medical circles.
At any rate, the trouble can start when there

is an injury that breaks the skin, allowing the bac-
teria into the bloodstream or into the deep tissue
layers underneath the skin.  Even something as
minor as a paper cut is a potential open door for a
trouble-causing microorganism.  

However, not every injury will get that far; in
fact, the vast majority won’t.  Widespread first-aid
knowledge about bacteria, along with the sterili-
zation and bandaging of  injuries, keeps most
minor wounds minor, and most major wounds
from getting any worse.  The body’s own immune
system comes into play as well, sending antibod-
ies to do the rest.

In some very rare cases of  NF, the skin does
not even have to be broken.

Most of  the time, a bruise is just a bruise, but
blunt force trauma can also be a trigger for NF.  A
black-and-blue mark is basically what happens
when a blow injures an area enough to allow it to
bleed into surrounding tissues; when the bacteria
come into contact with the blood, they attack it,
multiply in the damaged tissue, enter the blood-
stream and spread.

When NF does strike, it usually – not always,
but usually – affects patients with compromised
immune systems.  Those with diabetes, or cancer
patients undergoing chemo/radiation treatments
come to mind, as do young children, the elderly,
heavy smokers, alcoholics, drug abusers, people
with a variety of  autoimmune disorders, or those
who have been exposed to environmental toxins
that affect their health.

So when a young, healthy, athletic 24-year-old
Georgia woman ends up in the hospital after a zip-
line accident, fighting for her life with a raging
NF infection, we sit up and take notice.  What the
heck happened here?

After the accident, Aimee Copeland did
everything she was supposed to do, seeking
immediate medical attention for the deep gash
to her leg.  Emergency room professionals treat-
ed the wound and closed it.  She went home to
rest and recover while her leg healed, but per-
sistent pain brought her back to the hospital
again and again, until she was diagnosed with
NF three days after her injury. 

When the zip-line broke, she had fallen into
water containing Aeromonas hydrophila, the
aforementioned warm-climate water-borne
microorganism.  The pathogen can also cause ill-
ness in fish and amphibians, but most people who
encounter it will suffer no ill effects, while others
might suffer a minor skin infection, or a “stomach
bug” if  they accidentally swallow infested water.
So few people actually die from the bacteria that

the true numbers of  infection and fatality are
unknown, according to the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration.

“It’s usually not life-threatening,” said Dr. Jay
Varkey,

Please See Flesh-Eating on Page 4B
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an epidemiologist in
the Division of
Infectious Diseases at
the Emory University
School of  Medicine.  “It
requires a perfect
storm of  bad circum-
stances.  And when it
happens in those rare
cases, it can be dramat-
ic.”

In the Copeland
case, the deep wound,
the high numbers of
bacteria in the water,
the fact that her subse-
quent infection was so
rare it went unrecog-
nized for three days,
and the fact that it was
initially hidden in deep
tissue, with damage not
readily apparent on the
skin surface, appears to
have been that “perfect
storm.”  The pathogen
had been wreaking
havoc in the deep tissue
wound all that time,
entering her blood-
stream and spreading
to other parts of  her
body.  Days later, after
multiple surgeries and
amputations that took
her injured leg, her
other foot and both her
hands in the race to
stay ahead of  the dis-
ease, she was still fight-
ing to survive.

In an Atlanta hospi-

tal, another young
woman gave birth to
twins.  The delivery
was normal; mother
and babies went home
healthy.  Four days
later, Lana Kuykendall
was back in the hospi-
tal, after noticing a rap-
idly spreading bruise
on her thigh.  She was
diagnosed with NF, one
of  the rare cases trig-
gered by blunt force
trauma, and underwent
some 20 surgical proce-
dures to remove necrot-
ic tissue.  Although no
amputations of  limbs
were necessary, she
was being slowly
weaned from the IV
pain medication a
month after her twins
were born.  She will
have to undergo more
surgical procedures for
skin grafts, and faces a
long road to recovery.

Another South
Carolina woman,
Louise Thompson, was
hospitalized and diag-
nosed with NF after
noticing a “pin-stick-
ing” sensation in her
leg.  She lost a football-
sized chunk of  necrotic
tissue from her leg, but
still isn’t sure how she
contracted the infec-
tion.

Georgia landscaper
Bobby Vaughn also
contracted NF after suf-
fering a cut to his side.
He described a swelling
that went from peanut-
sized to grapefruit-
sized in a matter of
hours, and lost a couple
of  pounds of  tissue to
the infection.  In his
case, the trouble-caus-
ing bacteria were likely
present on whatever
caused the cut to his
side, or may have
entered the wound
shortly thereafter. 

Although these
recent high profile
cases have been mostly
in the Southeast, NF is
not confined to this
region.  A CNN iReport
by Elizabeth Landau
describes the case of
Percy Von Lipinski of
Vancouver, British
Columbia, who was
decorating his family
Christmas tree in 2008.
When he nearly lost his
balance, he grabbed
hold of  a tree branch
and pricked his hand
on a pine needle, an
injury he barely
noticed at the time; but
that night, he was in so
much pain, he couldn’t
sleep; the next morn-
ing, his wife, who was a
doctor, realized the
seriousness of  the con-
dition and made him go
to the emergency room.
Over the next few
weeks, he lost tissue
from his hand and
nearly lost his hand as
well.  It took him a year
to regain the use of  it.

Also, the recent
spate of  media reports

have many people won-
dering if  there is an
outbreak or epidemic
of  NF, but public offi-
cials have stated that
this is not the case.

Dr. Paul Tynan, a
medical epidemiologist
with the South
Carolina Department
of  Health has been
quoted in www.i4u.com
news reports stating
that, “We don’t have an
outbreak in South
Carolina.  Statistically,
we expect to see
upwards of  10-15 cases
a year (in the state).”

Dr. William
Schaffner, chairman of
the Department 

Please See Fleshing-
Eating on Page 5B
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of  Preventive Medicine at the
Vanderbilt University Medical
Center, and president of  the National
Foundation for Infectious Diseases,
told CNN that he estimates fewer than
250 cases occur annually.  However, he
conceded that it is impossible to say
for sure; the law doesn’t require
reporting of  such cases, and the cases
are so seldom seen that researchers
only recently began trying to collect
such numbers.

Amy Horneman, M.S. chief  of
microbiology and molecular diag-
nostics at the Baltimore Medical
Center of  the Veterans Affairs
Maryland Health Care System, is an
international expert on pathogens
and has made an intense study of
the water-borne pathogen
Aeromonas hydrophila her life’s
work.  Although she did not treat
Copeland and does not speak to the
specifics of  that case, she is on a mis-
sion to raise awareness of  the
pathogen, traveling all over the
world to speak at medical confer-
ences.

Since necrotizing fasciitis is
most closely associated with Group
A Streptococcus, the water-borne
pathogen Aeromonas hydrophila can
slip in under the radar, according to
Horneman.  In a May 15, 2012 L.A.
Times story by Rene Lynch,
Horneman refers to it as “the
Rodney Dangerfield of  pathogens,
because doctors just don’t think of
it.”  It can be treated, but it responds
to only certain antibiotics such as
Ciprofloxacin, Bactrim and a few
others.  

Also, according to the National
Necrotizing Fasciitis Foundation,
the bacterium is adept at hiding
from the body’s immune system.  Dr.
William Schaffner adds that early
diagnosis may be difficult, because
the pathogen does its damage deep
inside the soft tissues of  the body
and often isn’t apparent on the skin’s
surface.

This being the case, “My goal is
to educate the public and doctors to

think about Aeromonas hydrophila
whenever they have a water-related
wound,” said Horneman.  “Like, if
they cut their foot on a boat dock, or
cut their foot on a shell.”

If  such an injury occurs, she
stresses that there is no reason to
panic, and not all injuries will result
in NF, but they should still receive
medical attention with Aeromonas
hydrophila in mind.

While there is no reason to panic
with any minor injury, there are
steps people can take to minimize
the risk of  contracting NF, by imme-
diately taking care of  all minor cuts
and wounds.  The ordinary first aid
that many people already use is fine.

• Wash the area in warm soapy
water; antibacterial soap is good.

• Use a disinfectant such as
iodine, hydrogen peroxide or rub-
bing alcohol.

• Keep the area clean and dry.  If
using a bandage, change it at least
once a day.

• If  the injury occurred in or
near water, get medical attention.

In most cases, the wound heals
without a problem.  But when there
is problem, medical attention as
early as possible is vital, before the
infection has time to get way ahead
of  treatment.  Many times, NF infec-
tions become life-threatening
because they may have been rav-
aging tissues for a day or more
before the patient has any idea some-
thing is wrong.

In particular, seek medical atten-
tion if  any of  the following symp-
toms show up within hours of  a
minor injury; their sudden, rapid
onset may be one of  the first clues to
remember.

• A fever or other flu-like symp-
toms (nausea, vomiting, fatigue) 

• Redness or swelling at the
wound site; skin that feels hot to the
touch, or fluid-filled blisters at the
site (if  the infection is deep-tissue,
remember that these symptoms may
not appear right away)

Please See Flesh-Eating on Page 9B
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It is estimated that up to 20 million 
people have diabetes, but only 
two-thirds of these individuals are 
diagnosed. Studies have shown that 
diabetics are more susceptible to 
the development of oral infections 
and periodontal (gum) disease�than 
those who do not have diabetes. This 
relationship causes great concern 
because serious gum disease may 
have the potential to affect blood 
sugar control and contribute to the 
progression of diabetes. That’s why 
it’s important for people with diabetes 
to visit a dentist on a regular basis 
and to keep the dentist up to date on 
the status of the diabetic’s oral and 
overall health. 

How are gum disease and 
diabetes related?
Because diabetes reduces the body’s 
resistance to infection, the gums are 
at risk for gingivitis, a reversible form 
of gum disease usually caused by the 
presence of bacteria. These bacteria 
produce toxins that create a sticky film 
that accumulates on teeth, both above 
and below the gum line, leading to 
inflammation. If left untreated, gingivitis 
can progress to periodontitis, an 
irreversible destruction of the tissues  
that surround and support the teeth.

What other problems are 
associated with diabetes?
Other oral problems associated with 
diabetes include thrush (candidiasis), an 
infection caused by a fungus that grows 
in the mouth, and dry mouth, which 
can cause soreness, ulcers, infections, 

and cavities. To prevent problems 
with bacterial infections in the mouth, 
your dentist may prescribe antibiotics, 
medicated mouth rinses, and more 
frequent cleanings. 

How can I stay healthy? 
Brush your teeth with an antimicrobial 
toothpaste containing flouride and rinse 
with antimicrobial mouthwash at least 
two times a day. People with diabetes 
who receive good dental care and have 
good insulin control typically have a 
better chance of avoiding gum disease. 

To improve their quality of life and 
their oral health, people with diabetes 
need to pay close attention to diet and 
exercise. People with diabetes should 
be sure that both their medical and 
dental care providers are aware of their 
medical history and periodontal status. 

To keep teeth and gums strong, those 
with diabetes should be aware of their 
blood sugar levels in addition to having 
their triglycerides and cholesterol levels 
checked on a regular basis.

What is the best time to receive 
dental care? 
If your blood sugar is not under 
control, talk with both your dentist 
and physician about receiving elective 
dental care. Types of dental procedures 
and appointment length are dependent 
on the level of diabetic control. Also, 
schedule morning appointments 
because blood glucose levels tend to be 
more stable at this time of day. If you 
have a scheduled appointment, eat and 
take your medications as directed. See 
your dentist on a regular basis, keep him 
or her informed of your health status, 

I Fact Sheet Periodontal Disease and Diabetes I

Resources
www.knowyourteeth.com  
Brought to you by the AGD, this Web site answers 
important dental health questions, offers the latest 
information on current treatments, provides tips for  
first-rate oral hygiene, and it can help visitors find highly 
qualified general dentists near where they live.

1.877.2X.A.YEAR 
AGD’s toll-free referral number. Call to locate an AGD 
member dentist in your area.

Published with permission by the Academy of  
General Dentistry. © Copyright 2009 by the Academy  
of General Dentistry. All rights reserved.

Periodontal Disease  
and Diabetes

From the office of:
Arthur L. Morgan, DMD
313 N Jefferson St
Perry, FL 32347-2653
(850) 584-2674
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• Swelling, or a bruise that spreads rapid-
ly, often to many times the original size, with-
in a few hours

• Pain that is far out of  proportion to the
appearance of  the injury.  The surface may not
look that bad, but there may be an infection
deep inside the tissue.  Many times, the pain
involved is the worst pain the patient has ever
felt.

Of  course, if  the injury is a major one,
seek immediate medical attention with an eye
toward averting possible deep-tissue infec-
tions.

Treatment for NF includes an initial “shot-
gun approach” of  several powerful, broad-
spectrum intravenous antibiotics that may be
narrowed down later when the causative
pathogen is identified.  Any necrotic tissue
will have to be surgically removed, up to and
including amputations if  necessary, and surgi-
cal sites will have to be rigorously monitored
for signs of  recurring infection.  It is usually
necessary for surgeons to go back multiple
times and remove tissue to stay ahead of  the

infection.  Intravenous pain medication will be
administered, and where available, hyperbaric
oxygen therapy may be used.  Later, during the
recovery phase, skin grafts may be necessary,
and, depending on the severity of  the case,
physical therapy and rehabilitation.

Actual cases of  NF, although they receive
media attention because of  their sudden and
traumatic nature, are not common, but they
can be life-threatening when they strike.
People do not have to become germophobes,
but taking good care of  minor injuries, know-
ing what to look for, paying attention to sudden
changes and not hesitating to seek immediate
medical help when something suddenly begins
hurting far more than it should, are vital.

For more information on necrotizing fasci-
itis, visit websites such as WebMD.com or
www.CNN.com/health.  Other good sources of
information include the websites
www.ncbi.nlm.gov/pubmedhealth, www.medi-
cinenet.com/necrotizing_fasciitis/article and
h t t p : / / m e d i c a l - d i c t i o n a r y. t h e f r e e
edictionary.com/Flesh-Eating+Disease.

Flesh-Eating
continued from Page 5B
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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

While many people know that garlic is good to use in cooking, most
don’t know of  its many health benefits. The best part about garlic is the
ease at which it can be added to a daily diet, whether through pills, oils
or adding the cloves to cooking. 

Studies have proven that garlic can reduce cholesterol by destroy-
ing or damaging LDL (bad) cholesterol. It can help lower blood pres-
sure and increase HDL (good) Cholesterol. Just added two or
three cloves of  garlic a day to
your diet can cut the risk of
heart attacks in half  for
heart patients.

Garlic also has a very
strong ability to strengthen
the immune system and
fight infection. This comes
from its ability to produce
allicin, which decreases the
ability of  germs to grow
or reproduce. The health
benefits of  garlic can be
reaped through pills, cap-
sules, actual cloves and liq-
uids. Garlic pills can also

held ward off  coughs and colds. 
There has also been research showing that garlic

may have a major impact on cancer prevention.
Garlic’s ability to protect the body has been

shown to help prevent and interfere with can-
cerous tumors ability to develop. Garlic is

at the top of  the American National
Cancer Institute’s list of  potential

cancer-preventative foods. There
are at least 30 anticancer com-
pounds and antioxidants in gar-
lic.

The important thing to
remember when adding garlic

to your diet is moderation.
Adding any more than 2 to 4 grams

of  minced garlic to a diet can lead to
a pungent odor on skin and

breath. It can also cause allergic
reactions, heartburn and upset
stomach. Garlic also has the
ability to thin blood, so people

with blood disorders should use
caution when adding garlic to

their diet.

Garlic: Good For More Than Flavoring Food
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By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

What’s all of  this buzz about honey being healthy and nutritious? Surely
something so sweet can’t be good for you too. Actually, it is. Honey is often
considered one of  nature’s super foods and the benefits it has to offer are
seemingly endless. Whether it’s an afternoon pick me
up, a sore throat or even a hangover, honey is
there to help.

One of  the least known facts about
honey is that it is a natural energy boost-
er. Feeling a little sluggish in the
morning? Replace the sugar in
your coffee with honey, and
you’ll still feel energized, but
in a healthier way. The same
can be accomplished by
simply eating a spoon full of
honey or pouring some
honey on your toast. Honey
can be added to sandwiches,
cereal, tea or oatmeal to add
some pep to your step during
the day. 

Another, more widely
known, benefit of  honey is its

ability to treat a sore throat. Honey has antimicrobial properties that allow
it to not only soothe your throat but also kill the bacteria that cause it to

hurt. This can be done by eating a spoonful of  honey or
gargling honey, lemon juice and salt. 

Ingesting honey is also good for other things. It has
been reported to be able to cure hangovers. Mixing orange

juice, honey and yogurt into a smoothie the morning after a
night of  too much drinking can help alleviate hangover
symptoms. There have also been studies claiming honey
has the ability to prevent cancer. 

Honey can also be used
outside the body. Putting
honey on cuts or burns can
speed the healing time and can
also prevent infections. It also
helps reduce swelling, pain
and sometimes scarring. It can
also treat yeast infections,
arthritis pain and athletes
foot. Honey can also be mixed
with avocado, egg, yogurt or
many other ingredients to
make a facemask that helps
moisturize, brighten, clean or
clear skin. 

The Sweet Truth About Honey
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Heat-related dehydration is a big problem in the summer. According to
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) about 318 Americans die
every year of  heat related illnesses. The good news, staying
hydrated is easy when you are educated about your body’s
needs for fluids and the signs and symptoms of  dehydra-
tion. 

Outdoor activities often times place people at serious
risk of  dehydration. This can lead to conditions like heat-
stroke, heat-exhaustion and in severe cases death.  A few
signs of  dehydration are a headache, dry mouth, lips and
tongue, additionally decreased ability to concentrate,
focus, and a feeling of  lightheadedness.  The elderly,
infants and children, athletes and outdoor workers are
highest at risk for dehydration.

What can you do to protect yourself  and your family
from heat related dehydration?

• Carry drinks with you wherever you go and instruct
your family to do the same. 

• Monitor the local weather forecast and avoid going
outdoors during the midday hours. 

• Wear sunscreen and light-colored and
loose-fitting clothing. Cover your and especial-
ly your children’s heads. 

• Monitor your urine for its color.  A
lighter color means good hydration. 

• Avoid the consumption of  alcohol, as it
dehydrates further. The best drink is water,

unsweetened teas and lemonades. 
• Remember to eat adequate amounts of  fruits and vegetables to

counter the loss of  minerals from your body through sweating
and exercise.

Please ensure that you and your loved ones consume plen-
ty fluids, even if  you don’t feel thirsty.  A basic guideline is to
consume 6-8 glasses of  water every day.  A better rule is to try
and drink half  your body weight in water.  If  you are very
active, you will need to consume more.  I especially want to
stress the increased risk for dehydration in elderly.  A factor
that increases the incidence of  dehydration in the elderly is
the aging process that will cause a decrease in the sensation of
thirst.  Fat is almost completely free of  water, whereby muscle

can contain 73% water, so the increase in fat and
the loss of  muscle also will contribute to the inci-
dence of  dehydration.  Some may even decrease
their intake of  fluid because of  the fear of  incon-
tinence.  Use the restroom frequently as a pre-

cautionary measure. 
Use http://www.bt.cdc.gov as recourse to learn

more about what you can do to protect your-
self  and your family from heat related ill-
ness during the hot summer months.

This information is not meant to
replace medical advice, please consult
your medical professional if  you have any

questions or concerns related to this article.

Have You Had Enough To Drink?



Submitted by Ryan’s Mother
As many of  you know, on March 21, Ryan

underwent his second of  three very invasive brain
surgeries. During surgery, there were many com-
plications due to lack of  space around the brain.
The doctors cut into a vein in Ryan’s head which
later had to be placed back together (with metal
fragments and excess bone which had been
removed around the skull). Ryan was in surgery for
almost 10 hours and when it was done had to be
placed on a ventilator in a medically-induced coma
for two-and-a-half  days. 

Next to losing my dad, these were the two scari-
est, most awful days of  my life, watching his lifeless
body as the machine gave him each breath. I felt so
helpless. I would not wish the pain I felt on anyone
when he was able to be removed from the ventilator,
they warned of  what to expect. Luckily, he had no
memory of  anything, other than being wheeled
into surgery. 

We spent 10 days at Wolfson’s, during which
time we had many ups and downs. About four days
after surgery, they discovered spinal fluid was leak-
ing from the top of  his head. They had punctured a
spot on his head with the clamps they had used to
hohld his head in place, so they had to shave anoth-
er area of  his head and suture it together. It became
clear in the days to follow that Ryan had no sense of  balance with his head.
We had to hold a mirror in front of  him in order for him to know if  his head
was straight. There was also a very noticeable weakness (from head to toe)
in his entire right side. We knew he would need a lot of  therapy to get back
where he needed to be. 

Easter Sunday, April 8th, while changing his bandages I noticed a large
hole and significant drainage in and from the incision. I called the neuro-
surgeon and we were admitted back into the hospital. Four days later, on
April 12th, he was on his way back to surgery after the culture they had
taken tested positive for infection. He did well this time and five days later,

we were on our way home. 
Since April, every week, we have to travel to

Jacksonville three to four times. We go to therapy
three days. He has physical, occupational, balance
and aquatic. He has lost some use of  his right side.
There is a very noticeable weakness. He has tremors
in his right leg and right hand. He loses his balance
very easily and gets tired quickly. He uses a walker to
help protect him from falls. Because of  the tremors,
it is hard for him to do simple tasks like holding a
pencil, buttoning buttons, zippers, etc. A few weeks
after surgery, routine hip x-rays showed that Ryan
has Klippel-Feil syndrome. This means his spine and
hips never finished developing. He will need hip sur-
gery sometimes in the next six months-year. It will
cause severe pain in his back and neck later on in his
life. He also has three herniated disks and arthritis
in most of  his body. Due to these abnormalities, we
were referred to a genetic specialist. We met with
genetics about three months ago, only to receive
more bad news. After close examination, she detect-
ed several problems.

Ryan’s medical records were sent to Cedars
Sinai in Los Angeles, Calif., for their opinion on

Please See Ryan on Page 14B
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Ryan Casler-Smith’s Health Battle

Ryan Casler-Smith
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what is really wrong and where we need to go from
here. She also did chromosome testing to determine
if  that has anything to do with his health issues.
Over the next several weeks, we have to see a urolo-
gist (after a kidney ultrasound they felt there was a
problem), a pulmonary spec (they want to have a
sleepy study for apnea), and an endocrinologist. I
asked her if  she thought these things would affect
his future and she said yes she does and that is why
we need to see these drs and have more testing
done. We are very concerned what news we will
receive in the next four to six weeks but anxious to
know what is truly wrong and how we can fix it or
at least deal with the reality. 

I began writing this article almost two weeks.
Unfortunately, two weeks ago Sunday, some of  the
symptoms Ryan had prior to his surgery have
returned. While Ryan does have Tourette’s syn-
drome, one of  the signs of  chiari is involuntary
head movements. After surgery, the head twitching
almost completely stopped. About two weeks ago, it
returned. Only now the twitching/involuntary
head movement (I question it being Tourette’s) is
causing him to lose his balance. and be even more
unsteady than he was. Last week, he began com-
plaining again about his fingers going numb and
tingling. The pain in the area where the syrinx

were is again present. We will have another MRI
study this week. We were told there was a very
small chance the syrnx would not dissolve and he
would need another surgery. I pray to God this is
not the case. 

So, you can tell Ryan’s story is far from over. It
just doesn’t seem fair. He has been through so much
already. When will it stop? I will continue to update
everyone as I know more, for at this moment, I have
so many questions that no one seems able to answer. 

I just want to thank EVERYONE in and around
our community for EVERYTHING you have done
and continue to do. Since Ryan got sick, I am only
able to work an average of  20 hours a week and
between supporting Ryan and my two girls and
traveling to Jacksonville 3-4 a week, our life has
become a constant struggle. The love, prayers and
financial help have been a godsend. If  it was not for
all of  you, I do not know where we would be today. I
am not rich, I do not have the best paying job, but I
love my kids and my family and if  it takes every
last breath in me, I will continue to fight  until we
win this battle and Ryan is the happy, healthy child
he deserves the chance to be. To say thank you is
not nearly enough, but for now, it is all I have to
offer! So, thank you all, we love you, we appreciate
you and please continue to keep us in your prayers. 

Ryan
continued from Page 13B



With summer under
way, children will spend
more time outdoors, in
backyards and at parks,
summer camps, beaches
and other vacation desti-
nations. So, it is impor-
tant to remember that
exposure to the sun’s
ultraviolet radiation
(UVR) is strongly linked
to all forms of  skin can-
cer. Luckily, with good sun
safety habits including
proper clothing and sun-
screen, children can enjoy
all sorts of  outdoor activi-
ties without risking their
health. “By teaching your
children to incorporate
sun protection into their
daily routine, you’ll sig-
nificantly lower their risk
of  developing skin cancer
as an adult,” says Perry
Robins, MD, President of
The Skin Cancer
Foundation. 

Help children stay
safe in the sun with the
following tips from The
Skin Cancer Foundation:

Seek the Shade:
Remind kids to play in
shaded areas in order to
limit UV exposure. Check
with camps to see if  there
are adequate places for
campers to seek shade
during outdoor activities
taking place between 10
AM and 4 PM, when UV
rays are most intense.

Avoid Tanning:
Tweens and teens may be
tempted to “lay out” or
visit tanning salons. But
there is no such thing as a
safe, healthy or protective
tan, because tanning itself
is caused by DNA damage
to the skin. One or more
blistering sunburns in
childhood or adolescence
more than doubles a per-
son’s chances of  develop-
ing potentially deadly
melanomas later in life.

Cover up with
Clothing: Consider dress-
ing them in swim shirts or
rash guards while in the
water at the pool or beach.
Protect the face, neck and
eyes with broad-brimmed

hats and UV-blocking sun-
glasses.

Use Sunscreen: For
everyday use, look for
broad spectrum
(UVA/UVB) sunscreen
with an SPF of  15 or
higher. If  your child will
be spending extended
time outdoors, use a
water-resistant, broad
spectrum sunscreen
with an SPF of  30 or
higher. Apply 1 ounce (2
tablespoons) of  sun-
screen to your child’s
entire body 30 minutes
before going outside.
Assist children in reap-
plying sunscreen every

two hours and after
swimming or playing
sports, because water
and sweat wash sun-
screen away. If  your chil-
dren apply their own
sunscreen, remind them
to cover easy-to-miss
spots, such as the backs
of  ears and neck, as well
as the tops of  feet and
hands.

Keep newborns out of
the sun. Sunscreens
should be used on babies
over the age of  six
months.

Practice What You
Preach: Incorp- orate
these tips into your own

lifestyle. You’ll not only
set a good example, but
you’ll reduce your risk of
skin cancer, sun damage
and skin aging.

More detailed sug-
gestions and recommen-
dations are available in
the 2012 Skin Cancer
Foundation Journal arti-
cle, “Repelling the Rays
When Kids Play,” avail-
able at www.skin
cancer.org/journal.

Additionally, The
Skin Cancer Foun- dation
recently debuted Sun
Smart U, an interactive
education program that
teaches students in

grades six through
twelve how to make sun-
safe choices that are vital
in preventing skin can-
cer. The program high-
lights the importance of
following a proper sun
protection regimen and
the dangers of  tanning
through the real-life
story of  a young woman
with Stage III melanoma.
To download the free cur-
riculum, please visit
www.skincancer.org/edu-
cation.

Contact:
Carla Barry-Austin

(212-725-5641; cbarryaustin

@skincancer.org)
Becky Wiley (646-583-

7988; rwiley@skin
cancer.org)

About The Skin
Cancer Foundation

The Skin Cancer
Foundation is the only
global organization sole-
ly devoted to the preven-
tion, early detection and
treatment of  skin cancer.
The mission of  the
Foundation is to decrease
the incidence of  skin
cancer through public
and professional educa-
tion and research. For
more information, visit
www.SkinCancer.org.
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Keeping Children Sun-Safe This Summer And All Year Long
The Skin Cancer Foundation Offers Sun Safety Tips for Kids
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You know...
I deserve it.*

*Yes, I do!
I take care of myself, live healthy, 
career's great...and I’m so glad
my spider veins are gone!
Are you ready for pain-free, 
spider vein-free, beautiful legs?
Our revolutionary varicose and
spider vein laser technology is the
healthy choice for active adults.
Like you.
You can even resume your active life style
right away - there’s no hospitalization.
Don’t wait...call now to learn how safe, 
affordable and pain-free pretty legs can be.
It really IS time...do this, for yourself - now!

www.ValdostaVeins.net
Valdosta, Georgia

Greg Martin, MD, FACS
In-Office Procedures
Latest Laser Technology
Insurance Accepted for Most Procedures

South Georgia Vein Centers
(229) 259-9666
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