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Local WeatherIndex
Fri
2/18

81/51

Intervals of clouds and sunshine.
Warm. High 81F. Winds SW at 5
to 10 mph.

S

Sat
2/19

80/54

More sun than clouds. Highs in the
low 80s and lows in the mid 50s.

S

Sun
2/20

76/53

Times of sun and clouds. Highs in
the mid 70s and lows in the low
50s.

M

Mon
2/21

78/56

Times of sun and clouds. Highs in
the upper 70s and lows in the mid
50s.
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By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

DeAngelo Thomas, 30,
will spend the rest of his life
behind bars, with no opportu-
nity for parole. Thomas was
sentenced on Wednesday, Feb.
15, in a Jacksonville court-
room for the shooting death of
40-year-old David Gilbert.

Gilbert, who grew up in
Madison County, was a Chief
Petty Officer in the U.S. Navy.
He was the father of three
children and the son of Jim
and Wilmarie Gilbert of Lee.

Before the sentencing

hearing proceeded, attorneys
for the defense asked for a
mistrial, because two jurors
had been caught for allegedly
searching the Internet and
looking at newspapers for in-
formation on Thomas. The
judge denied the request and
allowed two alternate jurors
to fill their posts.

On May 18, 2008, Thomas
walked out of the prison in
Mayo a free man.

A year later, Thomas was
arrested in Baker County for
armed robbery. The jury in
Thomas’ trial for the robbery

let him walk, because of a
“reasonable doubt.” Investiga-
tors said that their informa-
tion on Thomas was “good,”
not “great,” and the jurors let
Thomas walk free.

On April 16, 2010, Thomas
was burglarizing what he
thought was supposed to be a
drug dealer’s apartment. In-
stead, it was Gilbert’s apart-
ment. While Thomase was
searching for marijuana to
steal, Gilbert and his girl-
friend returned to the apart-
ment with Gilbert’s
three-year-old daughter, Han-

nah. Thomas shoved Gilbert’s
girlfriend, Stacy Hass, against
a wall. Hass grabbed Hannah
and put her in the pantry and
told her to hide. Thomas went
after Gilbert. A struggle en-
sued and Gilbert was shot
eight times.

During the sentencing
hearing, Gilbert’s mother tes-
tified, telling how David
would never be able to walk
Hannah down the aisle or be
able to see his sons graduate
from high school.

The jury was split, with
Please see Sentenced,

L i n d s e y
Pinkard is among
Florida’s highest
achieving science,
technology, engi-
neering and math-
ematics (STEM)
students from the
Panhandle, who
will join their
peers from around
the state Thurs-
day and Friday in

Orlando to be honored during the newly
revamped Sunshine State Scholars pro-
gram. The two-day awards and recruit-
ment event celebrates the
accomplishments of these elite students
and provides a unique opportunity
for Florida’s universities and colleges to
recruit their talents.

The Scholars event started as a sim-
ple science and math competition in
1997 and has evolved into a program de-
signed to recognize Florida’s top high
school STEM students and recruit them
to pursue their post secondary educa-
tion in Florida – increasing the likeli-
hood that they will join Florida’s future
workforce. Each school district selects
and names one 11th grade scholar based
on established criteria.

The program will begin on Thurs-
day evening with a welcome reception
keynoted by Education Commissioner
Dr. Eric J. Smith and Stacy Carlson of
the Helios Education Foundation. The
event continues on Friday with a break-
fast headlined by Dr. Will Holcombe,
Chancellor of the Florida College Sys-
tem, and Frank Brogan, Chancellor of
the State University System. The re-
cruitment fair will follow where stu-
dents can talk directly with higher
education officials from more than
25 Florida public colleges and universi-
ties to explore the opportunities that
could await them in a Florida postseco-

Please see Pinkard, Page 3A

By Ginger Jarvis
Greene Publishing,
Inc.

Madison’s Mayor
Judy Townsend has
been invited to join a
group of 24 other
city leaders in Mia-
mi for a parachute
event featuring the
Golden Knights, an
elite cadre of mili-
tary parachutists. The invitation from
the Pentagon was described by Rae Pike
at the regular meeting of the Madison
City Commissioners on Feb. 8.

Pike informed the board that
Townsend is included in the jump, as
part of the follow-up to the city’s recent
Military Covenant Signing Ceremony.,
The group jump is planned to help con-
vince Miami city officials to sign a simi-
lar covenant to support servicemen and
their families. Pike, who coordinated
the local event, added that Gov. Rick
Scott’s office has called to say that he
wants to keep the momentum up.

“We are delighted to be the first city
Please see Madison Mayor, Page 3A

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Madison County Sheriff ’s
Office will host their sixth annual
golf tournament on April 15.
Funds raised from the tournament
will benefit the Florida Sheriff ’s
Youth Ranches.

“This is our only fundraiser
for the year and we are seeking
your support for the event,” Sheriff
Ben Stewart said. “As you know,
the Youth Ranches offer homes,
food, education and direction for
many young people who are either
abandoned or neglected, helping
them become productive citizens.”

Right now, the Sheriff ’s Office
is seeking sponsors and donations
from the public. The public can as-
sist in a number of ways, includ-
ing:

1. Corporate Sponsorship -
$1000.00 (includes Banner, Team
and Tee Sign)

2. Gold Sponsor - $750.00 (ex-

clusive tee sign, 4 person team)
3. Silver Sponsor - $350.00 (tee

sign with other silver sponsors, 2
golfers)

4. Sponsoring a team - $200.00
5. Sponsoring a hole - $75.00
6. Donating “golf ” or other

items for the player’s bags
7. Cash donations are always

welcome and are tax deductible..
Individuals and companies

will receive recognition for their
donations. Upon request, they will
also be presented with an itemized
statement for their tax records.

This year, the Sheriff ’s Office
is holding the tournament during
Down Home Days on April 15 and
16, so that people can enjoy the fes-
tivities both Friday and Saturday.

If anyone has questions, they
can contact David Ballenger at
(850) 869-0054 (cell) or at (850) 973-
4001.

Sheriff Ben Stewart thanks
everyone for their support.

By Jacob Bembry
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Since the advent of the Inter-
net, a number of items have been
made available to the general pub-
lic that were not available before.

A few weeks ago, it was discov-
ered that Amazon.com had a gas-
tric bypass operating kit on its site.
The kit went for less than a thou-
sand dollars, but was it something
the average American consumer
really wanted to do at home? The
item, which had been meant for
doctors only, was quickly pulled off
the site.

The gastric bypass kit was not
the only scary thing that has been
sold on Amazon.com. The site had a
book, written by a registered sex
offender, that told of ways to lure
and entice children so that people
could molest them.

While the gastric bypass kit

was extremely dangerous and the
sexual predator book was not only
extremely dangerous, but extreme-
ly criminal and evil, there are some
things that one can purchase on-
line that they couldn’t before.

How would one like a trip to
outerspace? Book one through an
online travel agency who deals
with a company in Russia who of-
fers such a trip. The voyager will
have to pay big bucks for the ride.

Other trips offered online in-
clude a chance to climb Mt. Ever-
est. For the less adventurous, one
can book a trip to swim in shark-in-
fested waters.

Some things have been made
cheaper because of the Internet.
One can book his or her travel va-
cation, airplane tickets or cruises
much cheaper than before.

There are even some sites that
will allow people to purchase their

pills from a Canadian pharmacy.
Because of this, Wal-Mart and oth-
er companies, such as Winn-Dixie,
have begun offering many pre-
scriptions for as low as four dol-
lars.

If you love James Bond movies,
you will love the number of spy de-
vices that you can find online.
Many of these, such as secret cam-
eras, border on being illegal. In
some cases, though, they have
helped parents catch babysitters
who have abused their children.

Hungry? Why not try some
whole rabbit?

Thirsty? Why not go imported
and drink Tuscan milk?

If one wants to find weird
items for sale, it’s as simple as typ-
ing “weird items for sale” on the
Google search engine. There is a
treasure trove of weird items on
there.

The Internet Is Forever:
PPaarrtt  66  IInn  AA  SSeerriieess

Strange And Unusual Products

Madison
Mayor
Invited

To Jump
In Miami

Killer Sentenced To Life For Gilbert Murder

Sheriff’s Office Seeks
Donations For Upcoming

Golf Tournament

Lindsey
Pinkard To

Be Honored
In Orlando

DeAngelo Thomas

Judy Townsend 

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc. �

On Saturday, March 12, at the Madi-
son County Central School, contestants
will be able to walk on stage in honor or
in memory of  someone who has, or has
had, cancer. Age Divisions are: Baby 0-1;
Little 7 - 9; Sweetheart 1-2; Junior 10 - 12;
Princess 3 - 4; Teen 13-16; Petite 5-6; Miss
17- 21. There will also be a Charity Queen
and a People’s Choice winner. 

Check-in begins at 1 p.m. on pageant
day, and the pageant will begin at 2:00. It
is open to all contestants, regardless of
other titles they may hold. Winners from
the competition will not be required to
make appearances. Contestants are
asked to please not ask who is competing
in their age division; that information
will not be given out. 

Line-up for the pageant will be based
on applications received; first in, last in
line. There will be a limit of  15 contes-
tants in each division. Attire will be as
follows: all contestants must wear blue
jean bottoms (jeans, shorts, capris, etc.)
and any plain, white shirt (no design).
Attire will not be judged for this
pageant. 

Please see Dream Doll, Page 3A

MMiissss  MMaaddiissoonn
DDrreeaamm  DDoollll
““DDrreeaammiinngg

FFoorr  AA  CCuurree””
PPaaggeeaanntt

Lindsey Pinkard

Sheriff Ben Stewart, left, presents the winnerʼs check to Tom Sykes for
last yearʼs tournament.
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This past Friday, my husband and I attended
the funeral service for someone we both love; not
only as a friend, but more like a brother, Keith W.
Newman.

We enjoyed listening to his brother Claude
speak of his life as a man who “Walked the Walk”
and was a true soldier. We really enjoyed the mu-
sicians performing with a touch of bluegrass
twang, and the sermon as well. However, had we
been two strangers looking in, we would have
thought his life ended 12 years ago when in fact it
was very much alive.

Compelled to share some of his life that was-
n’t mentioned at his service, I write this knowing
he looks down on me and smiles peacefully.

Keith and Franny have been in our lives for
more than a decade and they have been consid-
ered family in our home. They were to be married
March 12th on our riverfront property. As her Ma-
tron of Honor, I had already taken her and her
bridesmaids dress shopping. My husband had cre-
ated the future altar and isle all the way to the wa-
ter so they could exchange vows on the river they
both loved. My mother had already custom made
her wedding garter to match all our dresses.

All these things were done because Keith
Newman asked Frances Butler to be his partner
for life and take his last name, after spending 11
years with her.

He raised her three children, Ronnie, Christo-
pher and Victoria with heart and soul. His love
for them was undying. As with all teens, he dealt
with them, but as they grew into young adults,
they each became completely respectful as they
looked to Keith as a father. They all greive for
their loss and they will never be the same without
him.

Keith and Franny trucked and motorcycled
together, and have had many great trips to Mardi
Gras, and other festivals of that sort.

His unmentioned partners on the road, Billy
and Micky Pridgeon, were his family as well and
Keith would’ve wanted that to be acknowledged.

In conclusion, I say to Keith from the heart,
“Farewell my brother; you will be missed forever,
as you were the best of all of us.”

Lovingly,
Kimberly Ann Angel
Memo: There will be a future memorial for

Keith at our home on our riverbank. All who knew
and loved Keith are invited.

America Saves, a na-
tion- wide campaign, is
next week, February 20th -
February 27th. This cam-
paign is a broad coalition
of nonprofit, corporate,
and government agencies
help individuals and fami-
lies save and build wealth.
The Extension Service is a
collaborator in this cam-
paign and we are helping promote the message,
“Start Small, Think Big”. Through information
and education, Americans are being encouraged to
pay down debt, build an emergency fund and save
for a home, education and retirement.

Sounds like a tall order, but it is consistent
amounts of money over time that builds up sav-
ings. According to America Saves, research shows
that there are “savers” and “spenders” in all in-
come levels. Understandably, modest incomes
can’t save as much as a family at a higher income
level; however, all have the ability to build wealth
over time.

In Florida, we are promoting the idea to start
small and think big. Over time small amounts of
money will grow. One of the first steps you can
take is to build an emergency fund. While we know
savings accounts don’t pay much interest, the pur-
pose of this type of savings is to have money for
unexpected expenses. It keeps you from putting
purchases on your credit card which cost more in
the long run because of interest charges. It is esti-
mated that Americans take out $2 billion a year in
high interest rates to cover unexpected bills. A
goal of $500 to $1,000 in an emergency fund will al-
low you to meet unexpected challenges such as a
car repair, a visit to the doctor or a home repair.

Financial experts recommend individuals have
an emergency savings in a bank or credit union
savings account. Keeping emergency money sepa-
rate from your checking account will reduce the
temptation to use it for every day purchases. A

regular savings account
offers easy access to your
money for any unexpect-
ed expense you might en-
counter. Some banks
have a minimum deposit
to open an account and a
minimum balance to
avoid fees, so you may
need to put money in a jar
for a few months until

you have enough to open an account.
If you want to build an emergency fund, but

just don’t have the money, take a hard look at your
spending habits. That soda you buy every day or
the stops for a quick meal because you are too tired
to cook may be draining your wallet. We all spend
much more than we think, so try eliminating one
habit and save the money. Another easy way to ac-
cumulate money is to empty your loose change
each night; you’ll be surprised how much money
you’ll have at the end of the month.

Once your emergency account is funded, you
can expand your savings to reach long term goals,
like a down payment for a house or a child’s college
education. There are many alternatives available
for savings and investing money; wise consumers
research their options before making decisions.
Make the pledge to be a saver by going to
www.americasaves.org/enroll and enrolling, you
will receive a newsletter throughout the year. with
ideas on growing your money. If you would prefer
a written pledge sheet, or a free copy of Start
Small, Think Big, contact the Madison County Ex-
tension Service.

The University of Florida Extension/IFAS Ex-
tension – Madison County is an Equal Employment
Opportunity Affirmative Action Employer autho-
rized to provide research, educational information
and other services only to individuals and institu-
tions that function without regard to race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, age, religion, political beliefs or
disability.
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America Saves Week

Okay, here’s a question that I have for all atheists
and agnostics: If God does not exist (as the atheists
say) or may not exist (as the agnostics say), why do
you get upset about anything that has to do with Ju-
daism or Christianity?

Another question is, “If you’re an atheist or ag-
nostic, why try to convince others to be like you?” It
doesn’t make sense, does it.

An atheist does not believe in God. I don’t believe
in the tooth fairy or in Santa Claus, but I’m not going
around trying to convince anyone — least of all little
children — that they don’t exist.

An agnostic doubtsGod’s existence, yet hewill try
to convince other people to believe like him. Why
should I believe in doubt?

If atheists and agnostics get upset with some-
thing they consider “Christian,” they run bawling to
the ACLU. The ACLU recently complained that a vot-
ing precinct in Suwannee County was in a church.
Hey, atheists, if it is in a church and if God does not
exist, why should you care where the voting location
is?. Are you afraid that the God whom you do not be-
lieve in is going to sway the vote?

The atheists have also complained about munici-
pal boards praying before their meetings and about
prayer before sporting events in the area.

Why should someone who does not believe some-
thing exists work so hard to make you believe that it
does not exist?

My simple answer to this is that I think they are
afraid. I believe they are afraid of the convicting pow-
er of Christ.

I also know that some Christians are also afraid.
They hear that our beliefs offend people and they run
scared. They hearACLU and jump in bed and hide un-
der the covers. Stop it! The battle is not ours but it is
the Lord’s.

A question tomyChristian friends and readers is,
“Why aren’t we working as hard as they are to con-
vince others that Christ is real and that He forgives
our sins and trespasses?”

Yes, Hewill even forgive an atheist or an agnostic.

Jacob’s
Ladder

Jacob Bembry
Columnist
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Reader Remembers Friend

2/9
Barry Alonzo Terry

– Warrant (child sup-
port)

Dominic Deon Ross
– Driving while license
suspended with knowl-
edge

George Johnson –
VOP (circuit)

Rachel Marie Lee –
Criminal registration

Lawrence Herring –
VOP 

Jeffery D. Graves –
Driving while license
suspended or revoked

Demarcus Hutson –
Driving while license
suspended or revoked

2/10
Jason Kenneth

Adams – Disorderly con-
duct, resisting arrest
without violence

Bernard Lamar
Brown – Driving while
license suspended with
knowledge, attaching a
tag not assigned

Larry Darnell Hall
– Aggravated assault
with a firearm

Prince A. Wynn –
Loitering, resisting ar-
rest without violence,
VOP (circuit)

Clifford Marshall –
VOP

Linwood Blaine
Magnum – Possession of
drug paraphernalia

Abdullah Erico
Reed – Aggravated as-
sault with a deadly
weapon, resisting an of-
ficer without violence,
disorderly intoxication

Zachary Armondo
James – Failure to ap-
pear

2/11
Shelton Ty Prud-

homme – VOP (circuit)
Jonathan Fermin

Castro – Possession of
drug paraphernalia,
possession of  marijua-
na less than 20 grams,

DUI
2/12

Lateshia Demitra
Dawson –
Theft/shoplifting

Gregory Sean Coo-
ley – VOP (grand theft)

Charles Augustus
Phillips – Grand theft

Debra Ruth Mc-
Garey – Registering a li-
cense plate not
assigned, felony driving
while license suspended

Mandrew Antonio
Bruton – VOP/battery
domestic violence

Ladarrious Jer-
maine Crumity – Aggra-
vated battery, false
imprisonment

2/13
Maria Yvonne Tay-

lor – VOP/child abuse
Charles Augustus

Phillips – Grand theft
(third degree)

Leslee Denise Rose
– VOP

Henry McCray –
VOP (county)

Duran Estima – Re-
sisting without violence
(obstruction), out of
county warrant, battery

David Michael
Williams – Driving
while license or revoked

2/14
Joshua McKinnon

Reams – VOP, posses-
sion of  a firearm by a
convicted felon

Robert James Mc-
Clellan – Battery (do-
mestic violence),
resisting arrest without
violence

Rodriguez Danielle
Hall – Home invasion
while armed

Donald Glynn Bar-
ton – Possession of  mar-
ijuana (less than 20
grams)

2/15
Johnny Anthony

Marshall – Out of  coun-
ty warrant

Jail 
Report

Madison County…

If it's your job to
eat a frog, it's best
to do it first thing

in the morning.
And If it's your job
to eat two frogs,

it's best to eat the
biggest one first.

-Mark Twain 
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By Ander Crenshaw and 
Steve Sutherland

By Congressman Ander Crenshaw (CD 4)
“Mr. Speaker, I plan to vote to repeal this

health care law and replace it with some com-
monsense, workable solutions.  Why?  Because
I’ve been listening to my constituents - listening
to what they have to say, what they ask for.

“I can tell you they are not asking for a bill
that weakens our economy and causes jobs to dis-
appear.  They are not asking for a brand new en-
titlement and then pretending only partly to pay
for it.  They are not asking for a bill that takes
away the rights of  seniors to have a choice in the
Medicare program and they are certainly not ask-
ing for new taxes - but that’s what they’re getting
under this health care law unless it’s replaced.

“What they are asking for is the right to
choose their own doctors and the right to get the
treatment they need when they need it.  That’s
what they’re asking for.  They’re asking that we
bring down the cost, to make some commonsense
reforms, to make it more affordable, more acces-
sible.

“That’s what we should focus on.”
(As spoken on the floor of  the House,

1/19/2011 Congressional Record, H304)

By Congressman Steve Southerland (CD 2)
“I rise in support of  this legislation (to repeal

Obama Care).  As a third-generation small busi-
ness owner following the footsteps of  my father
and my grandfather, I understand how crushing
the tax burden is going to be upon small business.

“The NFIB estimates that 1.6 million jobs will
be lost by 2014 due to this insurance mandate; 66
percent of  those job losses will occur in small
business.  James Edens, the owner of  Edens Heat-
ing and Air in Tallahassee, stated to me that he
will not hire, he cannot hire additional staff, due
to the uncertainty.

“Repealing this legislation will provide much
needed certainty to small businesses around this
country, allowing them to hire and invest in their
employees.”

(As spoken on the floor of  the House,
1/19/2011 Congressional Record, H 274)

Do you think this cartoon from 1957 is still
relevant today?  Cut it out and send it on to your
Congressman and Senators!

The REPUBLICAN PARTY of  Madison Coun-
ty will meet at 7pm Tuesday February 22nd at the
Madison County Public Library meeting room.
Republicans guests are welcomed.

The REPUBLICAN CLUB of  Madison County
will meet on Monday March 14th at Shelby’s
Restaurant.  Mark your calendars and join us as
we welcome and hear from our Police Chief  Gary
Calhoun. We welcome all to join us and support
the common-sense conservative Republican prin-
ciples that are needed to move our country, state,
and community in the right direction. 

Paid for and approved by the Madison
County Republican Executive Committee

MadisonRepublican@embarqmail.com

Our Congressmen On
“Obama Care”

Pinkard
cont from Page 1

Sentenced
cont from Page 1

Dream Doll
cont from Page 1Madison Mayor
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Thank You
The Newman family would

like to thank everyone who
gave their love, support and
prayers following the loss of
Keith W. Newman. Though he
will always be greatly loved
and missed, we take great com-
fort knowing he is at peace. 

God bless

ndary institution.  The event will conclude with an
awards luncheon where scholars will be treated to a
speech by Mark Woodbury, president of  Universal
Creative, after which students can enjoy their free
passes to Universal Orlando Resort. 

The Sunshine State Scholars program is a col-
laborative effort between the Florida Education
Foundation, the Division of  Florida Colleges, the
State University System and the Florida Depart-
ment of  Education. Event sponsors of  this year’s
program include the Helios Education Foundation,
Universal Orlando Resort, Gulf  Power, Florida
Trend Magazine, and the Florida Lottery.

six of  them suggesting life imprisonment, while the
other six wanted the death penalty. In the end,
Thomas received life without parole.  

Girls may wear only age appropriate make-up;
powder and lip-gloss are allowed, but no make-up is
preferred. Hair must be worn natural; it can be up
or down, but not stiff. Judges will be judging on nat-
ural facial beauty, poise/personality, modeling and
stage presence.  

Contestants may come early to practice, but
there will be no rehearsal. They will perform a walk
of  their choice to upbeat music. Modeling turns are
acceptable, but not necessary for this pageant. 

There will be one Charity Queen crowned. The
Charity Queen will be the contestant who collects
the most donations before or during the pageant for
the American Cancer Society (A $100 Minimum
must be collected to qualify). The charity queen will
receive a crown and a very nice goody bag. 

There will also be an overall People’s Choice
winner; this is for the contestant who has the most
$1 votes on the day of  the pageant. The People’s
Choice winner will receive a crown and a large tro-
phy. 

Prizes include: beautiful, rhinestone tiaras, an
embroidered sash and trophy. Optional winners and
runners-up will also receive awards. Participation
trophies will be awarded to contestants not placing.

Admission is $5 per person. No refunds will be
given unless the event is cancelled. For more infor-
mation, call the director of  the pageant, Channah
Galbraith, at 850-973-0759, or email her at cgal-
braith@lowndes.k12.ga.us.

to sign a covenant under this governor’s adminis-
tration,” said Commissioner Myra Valentine. “I
thought the day was sensational. Now, Live Oak and
Branford are considering doing this.”

Townsend commented, “If  you missed the event,
it was beautiful.” She presented the board with the
certificate recognizing the occasion. When she ex-
pressed reluctance to participate in the jump, sever-
al other people jokingly volunteered to represent
her in Miami. 

Townsend and Pike explained that Congress-
man Ander Crenshaw, Senator Marco Rubio and
Madison County School Board Chair VeEtta Hagan
(all of  them unable to attend the ceremony on Feb. 5)
will sign the covenant; then the original will be on
display at Madison City Hall. 

In other business, the commissioners approved
a proclamation declaring February as Black Ameri-
can Mayors’ Month. Townsend read a list of  black
residents who have served as mayor in Madison.
“These people had the interests of  the city and its
people at heart,” she said. 

The board also unanimously approved a new
member of  the Firefighters Pension Board. Jennifer
Funk, owner of  the Country Store on Range Avenue,
will serve in that campacity. 

We Might Have Lost World War II If Not
For This Little-Known “Invention”

By Paul Niemann
In war, the side with

the superior level of  in-
telligence has a major ad-
vantage, as does the side
with the most effective
use of  communications. 

This story delves
into how the use of  a cer-
tain communications
tool influenced World
War II. This “invention,”
though not patentable, is
probably more native to
America than apple pie
and baseball.

It was used in every
assault the U.S. Marines
conducted in the Pacific
from 1942 to 1945 --
Guadalcanal, Tarawa,
Peleliu and Iwo Jima. It
was used in all six Ma-
rine divisions, Marine
Raider battalions and
Marine parachute units,
enabling our men to
transmit messages by
telephone and radio in a
code the Japanese never
broke.

Without it, the
Marines would never
have taken Iwo Jima, ac-
cording to Major Howard
Connor of  the 5th Marine
Division. 

So what is this great
“invention” that helped
us win World War II?

Navaho code talkers.

These code talkers were
Navaho Indians who
were recruited to trans-
mit and interpret mes-
sages during the war. 

The Germans had
the Enigma machine as
their code system, but it
was no match for the
Navajo code talkers. Its
syntax and tonal quali-
ties, not to mention di-
alects, make it
unintelligible to anyone
without extensive expo-
sure and training. It has
no alphabet or symbols,
and is spoken only on the
Navajo lands of  the
American Southwest.
One estimate indicates
that less than 30 non-
Navajos, none of  them
Japanese, could under-
stand the language at the
outbreak of  World War II.

How important to the
American war effort
were the Navaho code
talkers?

Major Connor had
six Navajo code talkers
working around the clock
during the first two days
of  the battle of  Iwo Jima.
Those six sent and re-
ceived over 800 messages,
all without error.

The subject of  a 2002
Hollywood movie called
Windtalkers, the Navaho

code talkers’ code is the
only unbroken code in
modern military history.
The code enabled Ameri-
can translators stationed
outside the United States
to decipher the code in
minutes, whereas other
codes would take approx-
imately two hours to de-
cipher. It would take only
20 seconds for the Navaho
code talkers to decode a
three-line English mes-
sage, whereas machines
required 30 minutes to
perform the same job.

So, how did the Nava-
ho code talkers go virtu-
ally unnoticed for half  a
century after the war had
ended?

Navajo remained po-
tentially valuable as code
even after the war. For
that reason, the code talk-
ers, whose skill and
courage saved both
American lives and mili-
tary engagements, only
recently earned recogni-
tion from the U.S. govern-
ment and the public.
They were honored in
September of  1992 at the
Pentagon; the Navajo
code talker exhibit is a
regular stop on the Penta-
gon tour. The exhibit in-
cludes a display of
photographs, equipment

and the original code,
along with an explana-
tion of  how the code
worked.

Thirty-five Navajo
code talkers, all veterans
of  the U.S. Marine Corps,
and their families trav-
eled from their homes on
the Navajo Reservation,
which includes parts of
Arizona, New Mexico
and Utah, to attend the
dedication of  the Navajo
code talker exhibit. 

Who was this vision-
ary Navaho individual
who came up with this
brilliant plan to use their
native language as code
in World War II? 

The idea actually
came from an American
named Philip Johnston,
the son of  a missionary
to the Navajos and one of
the few non-Navajos who
spoke their language flu-
ently. Johnston, reared
on the Navajo reserva-
tion, was a World War I
veteran who knew of  the
military's search for a
code that would with-
stand all attempts to deci-
pher it. He also knew that
Native American lan-
guages -- notably
Choctaw -- had been used
in World War I to encode
messages.

Red, White And True Mysteries

A Group Of
WWII Navajo Code-
Talkers
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Happening Now
Sign-ups for the

North Florida MABL
Baseball League. Sign-
up online at
www.leaguelineup.com/
northfloridamabl. Team
meetings begin in Feb-
ruary. Games will be
played at Frank Cantey

Field on the campus of
North Florida Commu-
nity College.

February 18-20
147th Anniversary

of the Battle of Olustee –
8 a.m. until 5 p.m. - Olus-
tee Battlefield Historic
State Park - 5890 Battle-
field Trail Road - Olustee

(US 90) - 15 miles east of
Lake City - For more in-
formation, visit www.fl-
oridastateparks.org/olus
tee or http://battleofo-
lustee.org

February 19
On Saturday, Febru-

ary 19, Bible Deliverance
Church will be serving a

free hot breakfast to the
community, starting at 9
a.m. The church is locat-
ed on Range Ave., in
front of Farmer’s Co-op.
For more information,
please call (850) 464-0114
or (850) 973-4622. Dine in
or take-out available.

February 19
The Pine Tree Quil-

ters of Madison will
hold their annual
Brunch and Quilt Show
on Saturday, Feb. 19,
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Food
will be served until noon
at the United Coopera-
tive Methodist Min-
istries building at Dill
Street and the Valdosta
Highway. Quilts, crafts,
jams, etc. for sale. Please
support the Pine Tree
Quilters in their mission
to provide quilts for chil-
dren. Please call (850)
973-4266 for more infor-
mation.

February 19
Madison Church of

God will hold a men’s
fellowship supper on
Saturday, Feb. 19, at 6
p.m. The guest speaker
will be Benjie Dyal, pas-
tor of New Home Bap-
tist Church. Everyone is
welcome.

February 21
Diabetes Education

and Support program,

sponsored by the Big
Bend Rural
Health Network, 11 a.m.
Monday, Feb. 21, at the
Madison Public Library.

February 26
Gaddis Family in

concert, Midway
Church of God, 7 p.m.
Midway Church of God
is located at 2485 SE
Midway Church Road,
off County Road 255,
south of Interstate 10,
Lee exit. Free admis-
sion. A love offering
will be received.

February 26
Chapel Road, featur-

ing Brian Norris, in
concert at Sirmans Bap-
tist Church, 6 p.m. Take
Highway 221 South to #1
Federal Road, south of
Greenville. Free admis-
sion. A love offering
will be received.

February 28
Diabetes Education

and Support program,
sponsored by the Big
Bend Rural Health Net-
work, 11 a.m. Monday,
Feb. 21, at the Madison
Public Library.

March 1
Autism support

group meeting, Tuesday,
March 1, at 6 p.m. at
Madison First Baptist
Church.

March 5
The McCormick

Family, the Wayfaring
Five and Allen Day in
concert at Yogi Bear’s
Jellystone Camp-
ground, 7 p.m. Free ad-
mission. A love offering
will be received for the
artists. Concessions
available.

Every First And
Third Monday
Consolidated Chris-

tian Ministries, located
at 799-C SW Pinckney
Street in Madison has
changed their food dis-
tribution give-out days.
Food will now be given
out on the first and
third Mondays of each
month from 10 a.m.-2:30
p.m. to those who have
signed up and qualified
in accordance with
USDA guidelines. Any-

one can come in and see
if they qualify and sign
up on the following
days: Tuesday, Wednes-
day or Thursday from 9
a.m.-11:45 a.m.
Every First Thursday

There will be a Con-
cerned Citizens meeting
each first Thursday at
5:30 p.m. at the Hickory
Hill Auction location,
224B SW Range Ave., be-
tween Madison Eye
Clinic and Ashlyn’s
Rose Petals. Topics cov-
ered will be Madison
businesses, the city
back flow issue, etc.
Everyone is welcome.
For more information,
call 850-973-2328

First Tuesday of
Each Month

Florida A & M Uni-
versity Cooperative Ex-
tension Program,
Entrepreneurial Rural
Business Development
Outreach Project (ERB-
DOP) in partnership
with North Florida
Workforce will be host-
ing entrepreneur educa-
tion workshops. The
goal is to educate citi-
zens in rural communi-
ties on how to jump
start and/or expand
their own businesses.
Participants will learn
how to write a business
plan; establish for prof-
its & non-profit busi-
ness; identify grants and
loans, network; under-
stand product develop-
ment, distribution &
marketing; and receive
basic education and
training on financial lit-
eracy, business growth,
credit literacy and small
business management
issues. To register to at-
tend the workshops,
please contact Donna
Salters at the ERBDOP
Office at 850.599-3546 or
e-mail your interest to
donnasalters@famu.edu.
Workshops are held on

the first Tuesday of the
month from 1:00 p.m. –
3:00 p.m. at North Flori-
da Workforce, 705 East
Base Street, Madison,
FL 32340; (850) 973-2672.

Community Calendar

WANTED OTR DRIVERS

For All Your Transportation Needs

Stacey Herring
Office - (850) 973-2747

email: earthgreenfarms@gmail.com

• Stump Grinding Also Available •

Full & Part Time Positions Available

SUBSCRIBE

Fill out the form below and send it in to:

Greene Publishing, Inc.
P.O. Drawer 772

Madison, FL 32341

With money order or check payment
made out to Greene Publishing, Inc. in the
amount for the In or Out-of-County rate

$35 In County
$45 Out-of-County

Name:_________________________________

Address:________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

City:___________________________________

State:_______________ Zip:_______________

Phone:___________________________________



February 21, 1941
A radically new

Chrysler convertible
coupe known as the
Thunderbolt, which is
creating a sensation
whenever shown, is on
display today at the Ra-
gans Motor Co,, where it
may be seen from 3-6
p.m.

The Madison town
basketball team will
play a team from Foley
next Monday at the
Madison High School
gym at 8 o’clock.
Robert Andrews,

young son of Mr. and
Mrs. L.R. Andrews,
broke his left arm in the
elbow joint Sunday. The
accident occurred when
the little boy fell back-
ward from a cattle load-
ing chute at his home.

February 16, 1951
Dr. David V. Chris-

tiansen, Director of the

County Health Depart-
ment, left Monday for
Pensacola to enter upon
his assignment to the
U.S. Naval hospital.
Scout anniversary

week was inaugurated
Sunday night when a
large crowd filled the
Woodard Theatre in ob-
servance of Boy Scout
Sunday.
Mr. Russell Pickels

will leave Thursday for
the Veterans Hospital in
Lake City for treatment.
Thirty gallons of

moonshine liquor, an ac-

cumulation from recent
still raids, were poured
down the surface drain
outside the Courthouse
Tuesday by Deputy
Sheriff Wade. Much in-
terest was evidenced by
the onlookers who gath-
ered to watch the confis-
cated firewater gurgle
down the sewer and to
sniff the pungent odor of
the transparent liquid.

February 17, 1960
Bascomb Coody

edged out two other
farmers to be named
Lowndes County, Ga.

Farmer of the Year.
Ken Barnett is one

of the newest business-
men of the community.
He is the proprietor of
Ken’s Music Shop, which
features pianos and or-
gans.
Sadie Jones, a 4-H

Club girl, has taken as
her project to clean a
section of Oak Ridge
Cemetery. Work began
Saturday. Those interest-
ed are asked to help her.

February 19, 1971
Al Darrel Harris bet

his sister, Mrs. Carolyn

Keene, that he could
outscore her on the GED
test. He lost the bet, but
both scored high and the
impulse paid off with a
high school diploma for
each, delivered to the
Lee family pair by Lewis
M. Tucker, director of
the North Florida Ju-
nior College Occupation-
al and Adult Center.
The North Florida

Junior College Sentinels
are ranked number
three in the nation in of-
fense. Dick Brown is
their head coach.
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wens Propane, Inc
“Service With A Smile”

• 24 HOUR SERVICE •
• FREE TANK SETS • HEATER SERVICE •
• NEWHEATERS • GRILLS • FRYERS •

• TANKLESSWATER HEATERS • PRICE QUOTES •
• PRICE COMPARISONS • FIREPLACES (GAS &WOOD) •

We Carry All Products For Complete Outdoor Kitchens

NO DELIVERY FEES
Visit or Call Our Madison Office

Ask Becky About Our Competitive Prices

Serving North Florida
MADISON, JEFFERSON, SUWANNEE & HAMILTON COUNTIES

We Are Here To Earn Your Business & Keep Your Business

Madison Office 137 SW Shelby Ave. • Madison, Fl 32340
((885500))  225533--33776611

By Lynette Norris
Greene Publishing, Inc.

An ounce of  prevention is worth a pound of  cure
was the theme of  much of  the information present-
ed at last week’s 55 Plus Club meeting, where se-
niors learned about the Madison County Health
Department’s role in delivering that ounce…on a
shoestring budget.  
Community Health Department Nursing Direc-

tor Bonnie Webb, along with the Madison County
Health Department’s Cindy Brown, Fran Tuten,
Craig Wilson and Nondis Driggers brought a com-
bined total of  100 years of  experience in public
health to the Feb.  9 presentation.  Whether it was
something that could benefit seniors directly, like
learning how to manage diabetes, or something far-
ther afield like preventing teen pregnancies, the five
guest speakers explained how each directly or indi-
rectly affected everyone in the county and how pro-
grams aimed at prevention/early intervention
benefited all.  
High blood pressure is one example of  how im-

portant early diagnosis can be, said Webb. Known as
the “silent killer” because it seldom presents any
symptoms, many people have it and don’t know it
until they suffer strokes or heart attacks.  Early di-
agnosis, proper blood pressure medication, and
health department programs that teach patients
how to monitor their condition and take care of

themselves can prevent costly, catastrophic illness
later. 
Madison County also has a high incidence of  di-

abetes, another condition where early diagnosis and
patient education are key.  Those who are taught
how to manage their condition through a healthy
diet, lifestyle and proper medication can often mini-
mize further, more expensive complications that can
send them to the emergency room.  Also, the county
has an insulin distribution program that allows
qualified patients to purchase vials of  insulin at half
the cost of  a pharmacy.
Patients who cannot afford prescription drugs

for other conditions might benefit from the Pre-
scription Assistance Program overseen by Nondis
Driggers.  To qualify, they must not have any insur-
ance and must fall within the income guidelines of
drug’s manufacturer.
Cindy Brown also stressed the importance of

early diagnosis and treatment before a health issue
becomes costly.  Brown oversees the county’s school
health program which screens children for hear-
ing/vision issues, growth and development prob-
lems and scoliosis. 

“This is a worthwhile service we provide,”
said Brown, noting that the department is seeing
more and more chronic illnesses among school-
children, including high blood pressure, diabetes
and asthma.  These conditions, left undetected and

untreated, could result in a much higher cost to tax-
payers down the road.  “Please support us,” she said.

Craig Wilson of  Healthy Families/Healthy
Start spoke of  “a program that’s controversial, al-
though it shouldn’t be,” that of  preventing teen
pregnancies.  Madison County’s teen pregnancy
rate is two to six times higher than counties of  sim-
ilar size.  Programs such as Abstinence is Every-
body’s Business and ENABL (Education Now and
Babies Later) had those numbers going down, but
when the state pulled the plug, the numbers went
back up.  In 2009, 37 babies were born to Madison
County teen mothers, at a cost of  over $760,000 in lo-
cal, state and federal taxes.  Even seniors without
grandchildren or great-grandchildren facing these
issues could be affected sooner or later in the form
of  higher taxes. 

However, “many of  the services we’re now
providing are going away.”  Webb concluded, speak-
ing of  the upcoming legislative session, where the
state is looking to eliminate primary health care
programs from county health departments and cut
other services as well.  Webb and others urged those
present to contact their state and local lawmakers
and explain the importance of  such programs to
small, rural, poor counties like Madison.  “We have
to cut costs, but we have to take care of  our people,”
she said.  “Please, don’t take away our primary care
dollars.”

County Health Department’s Bonnie Webb
Leads Team Presentation At 55 Plus Club

Greene Publishing, Inc.  Photo by Lynette Norris, February 9, 2011

Left to right: Cindy Brown, Nondis Driggers, Craig Wilson, Bonnie Webb, and Fran Tuten of the Madison County Health Department, joined by their “Honorary
Team Member,” retired Community Health Nurse Mary Ellen Jordan (far right).

Way Back When
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We Insure Florida
Home-Auto-Life-Business

Katie Knight
Agency Owner

353 NE Marion Street • Madison, FL 32340
850-253-0262 • 850-253-0263 fax
KatieKnight@Weinsurefl.com WWW.Weinsurefl.com

BUSINESS CARD

1900 Gornto Rd. Suite E Valdosta, GA

229-247-4600 229-561-5689
Cory Bellant

• Plumbing Repairs •
• Sewer & Water Lines •

• Well, Tank, & Pump Repairs •

• Septic Tank & Drain Fields •

• Installation & Repair •
• Backhoe Service •

"CALL NOW!!"

RF0058445

BURNETTE PLUMBING
850-973-1404

Directory
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First United Methodist Church

850-973-6295
Rev. Robert E. Laidlaw

Brian Sanderson, Youth Pastor
Service of  Word & Table ...................8:30 a.m. 
Sunday School .....................................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service ................................11:00 a.m.
Wed. Jr. High Youth (grades 6-8).......5 - 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Sr. High Youth (grades 9-12) .....6 - 7:30 p.m.

Unity Baptist Church
6511 NE Colin Kelly Hwy • Madison, Florida

(Highway 145 North in Hanson)
Dr. Murrell Bennett, Pastor

(229) 559-6417 & (850) 929-4919
Sunday School ........................................10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service .....................11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship Service ........................6:00 p.m.
Youth Practice (Sunday Evening)......5:00 p.m.
Choir Practice (Sunday Evening) .....7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Worship ...........7:00 p.m.

ALL ARE WELCOME! PLEASE COME.

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
“A Friendly Church”

Cherry Lake, FL • 850-929-4355
Rev. L.L. Jefferson

Sunday School ...........................9:45 a.m.
Pastoral Sunday (1st & 3rd Sunday) .......11:00 a.m.
Youth Church(2nd Sunday) ..........11:00 a.m.
Pastoral Sunday (4th Sunday) ......11:00 a.m.

Lee First Baptist Church
Lee,  Florida  -  Corner of CR 255 &  W. 90

Pastor Sammy Hiers
Sunday Services

Morning Worship ....................11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study ...................9:45 a.m.
Discipleship Training ................6:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship .........7:00 p.m.
Adult Choir................................7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening: 
Prayer Meeting ..........................7:00 p.m.
Children / Youth Activities .......7:00 p.m.

Madison Church of God
771 NE Colin Kelly Hwy. • Madison, FL.

971-5165
Rev. Doyle Glass, Pastor

Sunday School ..........................10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship .......................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service .........7:00 p.m.

Faith Baptist Church
1135 US 90 East • Madison, Fl • 850-973-2887

Delbert Redditt, Pastor
Sunday School............................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ....................11:00 a.m.
Discipleship................................5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship .......................6:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting, Wednesday ....6:45 p.m.
GROW Visitation ......................6:30 p.m.

Baptist Men, Baptist Women, Music, 
Youth Children and 

Fun After Fifty-Five Programs available
“WHERE LOVE HAS NO LIMITS”

Grace Presbyterian Church
Rev. John Hopwood • 850-973-2692

688 North Washington Ave. • Madison, FL
A Congregation of the Presbyterian 

Church in America
Sunday School For All Ages .....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ......11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Fellowship 
Supper/Bible Study...................6:00 p.m.
Youth Groups 1st - 12th Grades ........6:30 p.m.
Choir Practice ...........................7:30 p.m.
Friday Men’s  Prayer Breakfast......7:00 a.m.

COME WORSHIP AND SERVE 
WITH US.

St. Vincent DePaul
Catholic Church

186 NW Sumter Street • Madison, FL 32340
(850) 973-2428

Rev. Viet Tan Huynh
Office Hours:

Monday-Friday 9AM - 4PM
Weekday Mass:
Tue.......................7:00 p.m. Novena/Mass
Wed....................................7:30 a.m. Mass
Thu.......................7:30 a.m. Mass/Rosary
Weekend Mass:
Sat......................................5:30 p.m. Mass
Sun.....................................9:00 a.m. Mass
CCD Class after Sunday Mass
Reconciliation:
Sat  4:45 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. Prior to Mass
Also by appointment
First Friday:
4:30 p.m. Adoration
5:00 p.m. Novena
5:30 p.m. Benediction
First Saturday:
9:00 a.m. Holy Hour

By Nell Dobbs
The Season of  Love!!
It is the time of  year to especially say, “I love

you.” What love the Father showed. He loves all His
other children by sending His only Son to the world
to offer us His way to live with Them forever and
ever where They are. Amen and amen! We are never
to be ashamed to say we love Him or His message. 

Beautiful red arrangement by Sue Downing say-
ing “In loving memory of  her Valentine (Lewis).”

Bern Smith, as always, enlarges on his offertory
prayer and that is appreciated. He prayed Psalm
19:14: “Let the words of  my mouth and the medita-
tion of  my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer.” That caused me to
give thanks for our fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Mary
Davis, who had us pray that every day at the end of
the Lord’s prayer. She was so involved in our church
and was teacher of  the large Dorcas Sunday School
a long time. I give thanks for her and also, Kathy Mc-
Collum, our present teacher of  Dorcas/Mary
Martha – very few in number but filled with God’s
Love – and for Debbie Bass before that. 

We pray God’s tender loving care upon Mildred
Bruner, no longer with us but in an assisted living
facility in Tallahassee. We also pray for Iduma
Smith in Lake Park. 

Worship Choir sang “Take Up Your Cross.” 

Preacher Law’s message was from many Scrip-
tures using: 

V – Victory
A – Abundant Life
L – Love
E – Eternal Life
N – New Life
T – Triumphant
I – Intercessory
N – New Home
E – Everlasting Life in Heaven, world with-

out end. 
Ray Pike, chairman of  the deacons, also had a

wry sense of  humor as he announced no need to
count votes for Preacher Law as our interim pastor,
with all positive votes and we pray God’s richest
blessings upon his wife and him as they labor
among us and grant him souls for his hire. Amen!

Even though I wasn’t at the Friendship Banquet
hosted by our Youth Group Sunday night, it was a
most loving well-attended banquet and we give their
leaders and them many thanks and much love!!

Thankful for our church’s part in the $2,800 col-
lected by our association for the Pregnancy Center. 

Thankful also for everyone who contributed to
the Florida Baptist Children’s Home “White
Stems” Challenge. All items were greatly appreci-
ated and those who went were impressed the

Home. 
Our Sunday School lesson used titles from the

great preachers of  the past as preached thousands
of  times: 

“Payday Someday” – R.G. Lee, 1886-1978
“Turn or Burn” – Charles H. Spurgeon, 1834-

1892
“Sinners in the Hands of  an Angry God” –

Jonathan Edwards, 1703-1758
On Saturday night, the 19th, the Association

Choir Festival will be held at 6:30 p.m. at New
Home Baptist Church. 

Death has come among us as Mrs. Karla Rooks,
who gave so much to God through her Methodist
Church; Nancy Kinsey of  Pinetta Methodist; our
Sharon Fries and family in the death of  her dad,
Mr. Arthur Ashton and healing for them. 

Pray for the many ill among us: Rusty New-
some; Ansley Rogers, now home and they give
thanks; for very, very ill Walter Kirby of  Bethany
Presbyterian, Kingsport, Tenn., a dear friend of
our brother Jimmie and Bonnie; Christine Blan-
ton; Geneva Massey; and on and on the list goes
and grows. 

An invitation is given for Saturday, the 19th,
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., to the Pine Tree Quilters Brunch
and Quilt Show at the United Methodist Cooperative
Ministries Center. Come share if  you can. Thanks. 

On Saturday, Feb. 19, at 9 a.m.,
stop by Bible Deliverance Church
in Madison for a free hot break-
fast, sponsored by the Men’s Fel-
lowship of  the church. The
breakfast will be available for
take-out or dine in. 

“We are excited to be offering
this new program to the communi-
ty,” Bryant Thigpen stated. “Every
third Saturday of  the month, the
men of  the church get together

and do an outstanding job prepar-
ing and serving the best breakfast
in town. We invite everyone in the
community to come out and enjoy
a nice hot meal, at absolutely no
cost to them.”

Bible Deliverance Church is
located at 720 SW Range Avenue,
located by the cotton gin and in
front of  Farmer’s Co-op.

For more information, please
call (850) 464-0114 or (850) 973-4622.

Happenings At 
Madison First Baptist Church

Bible Deliverance
Church Serving

Up A Free 
Hot Breakfast

 PERSEVERANCE
 For which cause we faint not; but though our 
 outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
 renewed day by day.  2 Corinthians 4:16 (KJV)

 We’re aging by the minute, but while our bodies 
 are deteriorating, our spirits are not. As believers 

 in Christ, we are forever being renewed and given 
 the strength to persevere and serve Him

 in spite of our frailties.

 Gently used family clothing, household goods and furniture 3411 N. Burton Ave. • 555-0000 409 W. Jefferson St., E. Center City • 555-0000
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FEED TIMES
How to use: The major and minor feeding times for each day are listed below. The major
feeding times are the best for the sportsman and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding

times can also have good success, but last only about 1 hour. Good luck and
be careful out there. Major feed times are marked by an asterisk (*)

The Week Of February 18 - February 24, 2011
Friday

February 18
5:20 AM

*11:20 AM
5:30 PM

*11:40 PM

Saturday
February 19

6:10 AM
*12:20 PM
6:30 PM

Sunday
February 20
*12:40 AM
7:00 AM
*1:20 PM
7:30 PM

Monday
February 21
*1:50 AM
7:50 AM
*2:15 PM
8:30 PM

Tuesday
February 22
*2:40 AM
9:00 AM
*3:20 PM
9:30 PM

Wednesday
February 23
*4:00 AM
10:05 AM
*4:20 PM
10:30 PM

Thursday
February 24
*4:50 AM
11:00 AM
*5:20 PM
11:30 PM

Custom built AR-15’s Have it your way
Revolvers, Pistols, Always in Stock
Re-Loading Components In Stock

Winchester Primers In Stock

Hodgdon, IMR, Alliant Powder, In Stock

(850) 973-8880
ammodump@embarqmail.com
10 am to 4 pm Tues, Wed, Thur.
Call for weekend Gun Shows

N New Moon: Feb. 3
S First Qtr: Feb. 11
n Full Moon: Feb. 18

H Last Qtr: Feb. 24
N New Moon: Mar. 4

Moon Phases:

By Kristin Finney
Greene Publishing, Inc.

The Wardlaw-Smith-Goza Conference Center
sits in the heart of Madison at 121 NW Marion
Street. This mansion was the dream of Benjamin F.
Wardlaw of Madison. Wardlaw held high prestige in
Madison and wanted only the best to build his
dream. He then hired William Archer Hammerly
from Baltimore, Md. His dream became a reality in
1860.

Since 1860, the mansion made conference center
has had multiple owners. A. Marshall Cason owned
the mansion from 1863-1867 followed by Elizabeth T.
Glover 1867-1871. Chandler Holmes Smith, followed
by other members of the Smith family, owned it
from 1871-1978. Mr. and Mrs. William M. Goza were
the owners from 1978-1982. In 1988, the property was
purchased by North Florida Community College,
and to this day remains in their care. The mansion
now serves as a conference center for six counties
that the college serves.

In Madison, the history of the mansion is one of
both tall tales and facts. Some facts include that the
mansion served as a hospital following the Battle of
Olustee during the Civil War. This battle was fought
on February 20, 1864, not far east of Madison. It is
also rumored that following the fall of the Confed-
eracy, Gen. John C. Breckinridge, during his run to
Key West, spent an evening at the mansion.

NFCC’s website describes the mansion as a
“two-story, square structure made of heart pine
that has many beautiful and interesting features,
such as original window panes and shutters; 20 flut-
ed columns of the Doric order; African mahogany,
freestanding stairway; heart pine flooring put to-
gether with wooden pegs; expansive hallways; and
original bookshelves in the library.

“A four-foot garden wall enclosing the property
was added in 1980, along with a fountain and an Ital-
ian pergola. These fixtures were typical to the
Southern landscape in the 1800’s, when the classical
style of architecture was popular. They are comple-
mented by azaleas, camellias, boxwood, magnolia
and wisteria. The old live oak tree on the north en-
trance pre-dates the house.”

Renovations for the mansion were most recent-
ly made in the summer and fall of 2000. These reno-
vations are listed on their website and include:
“Replacing and reframing the porch floor base, re-
inforcing the foundation, adding new piers for sup-
port, column repair and new paint for the exterior
and interior walls.” There was also an addition of a
wheelchair ramp.

The Wardlaw-Smith-Goza Conference Center is
listed in the Historic American Building Survey
and the National Register of Historic Places. It re-
mains in use today and can be rented out for wed-
dings, meetings and parties. For all day rentals,
prices are as follows: First floor and kitchen,
$620.75; First floor, kitchen and grounds, $720.75 and
just the grounds and kitchen are $310.75. For meet-
ings lasting 2-3 hours, with 50 people or less, a per-
son can rent the first floor and the kitchen for
$435.75.

In 2010, Wardlaw-Smith-Goza celebrated its
150th Anniversary. Each year the mansion hosts the
annual Quilt and Flower Show, as well as a Christ-
mas Open House. Anyone who is interested can be-
come a “Friend of the Mansion” by making a small
donation. Individuals or families are $35; a Sponsor
is $150; a Patron is $200; a Business is $500; or a
Benefactor is $1,000. According to the NFCC web-
site, “Your membership support helps to preserve
the beautiful historic house we all lovingly call the
“Mansion.” It also allows us to keep the Mansion
open and available for wonderful events that fill its
halls during the year. Join today — your support is
more important than ever in helping us continue
our community activities such as the annual Quilt
and Flower Show and Christmas Open House.”

All photos Submitted

Looking Back: Wardlaw-Smith-Goza
Conference Center
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Wanted: BAND SAWMILL
CALL 850-973-4004. IF NO
ANSWER, PLEASE LEAVE

NAME, TELEPHONE NUMBER
AND INFO ABOUT THE MILL

rtn, n/c

Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. 1, 2, & 3 BR

HC & non-HC accessible
apts. Call 850-973-8582,
TDD/TTY 711. 315 SW

Lawson Circle,
Madison, FL 32340.

Equal Housing
Opportunity

rtn, c

$199 Move-In Special!!
1, 2 & 3 BR HC & non-
HC accessible apts.

Rental assistance may be
available. HUD vouchers
accepted. Call 850-948-
3056. TDD/TTY 711.
192 NW Greenville

Pointe Trail, Greenville,
FL 32331.

Equal Housing
Opportunity

rtn, c

Wanted: Chickens, turkeys,
guineas and peafowl.

850-661-6868
rtn, n/c

For Sale:
House & Lot

In the Town of Suwannee
was $135,000, Now $99,000.
2 BR/1 BA. Fully Furnished,
New Metal Roof, and New
Paint. Utility Building with
Washer and Dryer. Nice Fruit

Trees. 386-719-0421
rtn, n/c

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

WANTED

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

YARD SALE

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

Diamond Plate Alum.
Pick-up truck tool boxes.
Various sizes. $50 each. Call
973-4172 - 8am-5pm M-F

5/6-rtn, n/c

Buy, Sell or Trade
In The Classifieds

One Man’s Junk

Is Another Man’s Treasure

Call 973-4141

www.greenepublishing.com

SERVICES

Wanted: 4-wheel drive
tractor with front-end loader

& backhoe.
Call Tommy Greene 8-5

Monday - Friday at 973-4141

rtn, n/c

Children's Dresses...
Size 3 - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress,
sequin/beadwork all on
bodice, sequin/beadwork/
appliques on bottom,
built-in crinoline. - $50

Size 4 - off white dress,
worn as flower girl dress,

lace work around
bodice, pretty lace work at
bottom, cap sleeves - $25

Size 7-8 - off white dress,
worn as a flower girl dress,

overlay of lace
over entire dress, probably
knee to calf length - $25

Size 8 - white, long dress,
lace around neck with deco-

rative bodice - $25

Size 16 - white long pageant
gown, cap sleeves, white
sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular
cut-out on back, beautiful

gown - $100

Teen dresses.....

Size 14 (child's size 14 but
dress is for a teen division
approximately 13-15) -
GORGEOUS lime green
dress, strapless but with
spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back,

sequins spotted across the
entire gown, built-in
crinoline - absolutely
gorgeous. - $300

(paid over $500 for it)

Call 850-973-3497
and leave message.

3/3, rtn, n/c

Piano lessons are being
offered for individuals who
are beginners or veteran

players who wish to build or
polish their skills. Lessons

are one-on-one and
reasonably priced! For more
information, call (850) 464-
0114 or (850) 973-4622.

6/18, rtn, n/c

I CAN DO
Artificial Insemination and
Embryo Transfer. Certified
in AI through ABS and ET

through Texas A&M
850-661-6868

6/23, rtn, n/c

County Camp Road, 1.8
acres, city water, cleared.
Owner Financing with

$2,500 down, $229/ month.
Call Chip Beggs
850-973-4116.

8/18, rtn, c

Madison Heights
Apartments

1,2,3 & 4 bedroom apts.
Section 8 Housing designed
for low income families
150 SW Burngardner Dr.

Madison, FL
Phone 850-973-4290

TDD 711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

8/11, rtn, c

Need a home? Bring me
your cash. I’ll have you in it
in a dash. 2000 3/2 $25,000
cash. Call 386-365-4774

2/9, rtn, c

New 32’ wide, 5 BR, 3 Bath.
Only $52,900!
Save $12,000!

First come, first serve.
Call 386-365-8549

2/9, rtn, c

Investor needed. 12% return.
Secured by land. Short term.
50% 70% L.T.V. on property.
Call Mike at 386-623-4218

2/9, rtn, c

REPO Mobile Homes.
Super clean and nice.
Starting at $25,900.
No junk here.

Call Mike at 386-623-4218
2/9, rtn, c

New and used mobile homes.
All prices, shapes and sizes.
Double or single wides.

Call Mike at 386-623-4218

2/9, rtn, c

Modular Homes
Custom built to meet your

family’s needs.
All shapes, HUD sizes.

Call Mike for
Free Consultation
at 386-623-4218

2/9, rtn, c

Classifieds.... Deadline For Classifieds
(850) 973-4141

3:00 p.m. Every Monday

LLEEGGAALLSS

LLeeggaallss
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AUCTION
AUCTION SATURDAY,

FEBRUARY 19 
AT 6:30 P.M.

1693 SW Moseley Hall Rd
(CR 360) Madison.

We have just received anoth-
er large truckload of items
from a large retailer. Some
items are: portable DVD
player, tools, netbook 

computer, space heaters, etc.

You will not want to miss
this auction. Doors open at
5:30 p.m. Comfy seats and
lots of fun.  10% buyers 

premium.  MC, Visa, Discov-
er, Debit Cards, Checks and

Cash accepted.  
AU691 Ron Cox.  AB2490.

850-973-2959

2/16, pd

Movie Extras to stand in the
backgrounds for a major film
production.  Earn up to $200
per day, experience not 
required.  877-718-7069

12/22 - 2/16, pd

PEANUT HAY
1000 pound rolls, $30 each

(or buy all 800 rolls 
for $20 each)
Call 673-7711

12/8, rtn, n/c

Studio Apartment Studio Apartment 
For RentFor Rent

Quiet Country Setting.
Modern Kitchen, 
Heating & A/C. 

Ideal for 
Retired Persons.
Non-smokers

Call 850-973-8548
1/5, rtn, n/c

Be a CNA! 
Quest Training, now in Live
Oak, offering 40 hour CNA
Prep Classes and American
Heart Association CPR
Classes.  Classes taught 
by a nurse.  Day and 
evening available. 
Call 386-362-1065 

or questtraining@att.net

2/9 - 3/9, pd

Steel Buildings (Closeout)
Hard to Believe Deals

Ex: 39x57 
Reg $19,156    Now $14,735

60x87 
Reg $42,379     Now $32,599
Limited Call to Reserve
www.sunwardsteel.com

Source# 1IU
352-353-4047

2/16, 2/23, pd

FOR RENT
1 bedroom, 1 bath house,
large living room/dining
room, screened porch, 
storage shed, double 

carport, private, no pets,
near Blue Springs off 

Hwy 6. 1 year lease with
references.  $475 per
month, $475 security 
deposit, 907-887-3812

1/28, rtn, c

RN/LPN
3-11 weekends

Activity Assistant
Part time - Mon & Fri
Opportunity to learn

documentation and certifica-
tion standards for the activity 
department leadership in time.

Apply in person at 
Madison Nursing Center
Peggy Powers, RN, DON
Mattie Hackle, Activity Dir.

1/28 - 2/11, c

CDL Class A driver needed.
Clean MBR & driving

record. Dry van and reefer
work. 99% in the Southeast.
Part time and full time 

positions available. Home 
on weekends. Great for 

semi-retired. (850) 973-2747
2/4, rtn, c

TOP SOIL FOR SALE
Very good quality. 
15-yard load $175.  

Supply limited, call now.
850-464-1230

2/16 - 3/16, pd

Blue Egg Antiques 
and Vintage at Spradley Farm.  
Saturday 19th - 10:00 - 4:00
5354 First Federal Rd.,

Greenville.  850-948-4710
2/16, pd

Private Breeding Farm
near universities, centrally
located for REG. 3 show
season. Need experience
person to care for horses,
stalls, turn-out, and feed.
Available live-in plus salary
or daily. Call 850-929-4991.

2/16, pd

3 BR, 2 BA mobile home.
CHA, gas stove, refrig.

Overlooks lake.  Large deck
on back.  $500 month, $500

security.  929-4333

2/16-rtn, c

27” TV’s $125 each
Pillows $2.50 each
Best Western Plus
850-973-2020

2/16-3/4, c

Property of 2 storage units
will be sold at a public sale
on Saturday, Feb 19, 2011

starting at 8am 
at the 

McWilliams Mini-Storage 
on Hwy 14 S.

For more information call
850-973-9990.

2/18, c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRD 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 40-2010-CA-000144

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A

Plaintiff,                 

v.                              

JOHN THOMAS LYTLE A/K/A JOHN T. LYTLE; 
KERRI LYTLE A/K/A KERI L. LYTLE; UNKNOWN 
TENANT 1; UNKNOWN TENANT 2; and all unknown 
parties claiming by, through, under or against the above 
named Defendant(s), who (is/are) not known to be dead or 
alive, whether said unknown parties claim as heirs, devisees, 
grantees, assignees, lienors, creditors, trustees, spouses, or 
other claimants 

Defendants.
____________________________________/

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated January 27, 2011, in this cause, I will sell the property situated in MADI-
SON County, Florida, described as:

BEGIN AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 7, TOWN
SHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 11 EAST, AND RUN NORTH 885.0 FEET TO

A POINT 50 FEET FROM THE CENTER OF THE SEABOARD
COAST LINE RAILROAD TRACK, THENCE SOUTH 75°20` EAST, PAR-
AL LEL WITH THE SAID TRACK, 695.9 FEET,
THENCE SOUTH 8°27` WEST 716.40 FEET, THENCE WEST
569.50 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, AND BEING A PART OF
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF
SAID SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH, RANGE 11 EAST, LYING AND
BEING IN MADISON COUN- TY, FLORIDA.

TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN 2006 MERIT DOUBEWIDE MO-
BILE HOME ATTACHED THERETO, HAVING VIN 
#FLHML2F163729630A, TITLE #95039247 AND VIN 
#FLHML2F163729630B, TITLE #95039282.

a/k/a 311 SE CALDWELL TRAIL, LEE, FL 32059

at public sale, to the highest and best bidder, for cash, at the West Front Doorstep
of the Madison County Courthouse located at 101 South Range Street, Madison,
Florida, at eleven o`clock a.m., on February 28, 2011.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim within
60 days after the sale.

Dated at Madison, Florida, this 28 day of February, 2011.

Tim Sanders
Clerk of the Circuit Court

(Seal)
By: /s/ Ramona Dickinson
Deputy Clerk

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY WHO NEEDS ANY ACCOMMO-
DATION IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROCEEDING, YOU ARE EN-
TITLED, AT NO COST TO YOU, TO THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN
ASSISTANCE. WITHIN TWO (2) WORKING DAYS OF YOUR RECEIPT OF THIS
NOTICE, PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, TIM
SANDERS, 101 SOUTH RANGE STREET, MADISON, FLORIDA 32340, (850)
973 1500 (V/TDD). IF YOU ARE HEARING OR VOICE IMPAIRED, CALL 1 800
955 8771.

2/11, 2/18

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that ARTHUR G and FLORIDA D SMITH, the
holder of the following certificate has filed said certificate for a Tax Deed to be
issued thereon.  The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of
the property, and name in which it is assessed is as follows:

CERTIFICATE NO: 07-416-TD
YEAR OF ISSUANCE: 2007

NAME IN WHICH ASSESSED: ALBERT D REAMS III

PARCEL ID: 28-1N-07-2545-000-000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Commence at the Northwest corner of the Southeast
Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 28, Township 1 North, Range 7
East, Madison County, Florida and run South 00 13’ 21” East 692.0 feet to the
POINT OF BEGINNING, from said POINT OF BEGINNING, run North 89 46’
39” East 298.51 feet to the West right of way of State Road 55 (US221), thence
South 01 04’ East along said right of way    144.61 feet to a point of curve to the
left, thence along said curve with a chord of South 14 55’ 42” East 705.52 fee,
thence leaving said right of way run  South 89 46’ 39” West 479.74 feet, thence
North 00 13’ 21” West 827.0 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing
6.64 acres in the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter and the Northeast
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 28, Township 1 North; Range 7
East, Madison County, Florida.

All of said property being in the County of Madison, State of Florida.  Unless
such certificate shall be redeemed according to the law, the property described in
such certificate will be sold to the highest bidder at the west front door at the
Madison County Courthouse on the 24th day of March 2011 at 11:00 a.m.

Dated this 16th day of February 2011.

TIM SANDERS 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT   
MADISON COUNTY
MADISON, FLORIDA 

BY: _/S/ Karen Holman_____________
DEPUTY CLERK 

2/18, 2/25, 3/4, 3/11

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that HARRY C GRAY III or LISA CALLAHAN,
the holder of the following certificate has filed said certificate for a Tax Deed to be
issued thereon.  The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the
property, and name in which it is assessed is as follows:

CERTIFICATE NO: 08-080-TD
YEAR OF ISSUANCE:  2008

NAME IN WHICH ASSESSED:  IRMIDE & TELFORT NOEL L & K

PARCEL ID: 00-00-00-0488-006-008

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: A PARCEL OF LAND LOCATED IN PART OF
NW4 OF SW4 OF SEC 32 T-1S R-7 OR 865 PG 314 OR 809 PG 302

All of said property being in the County of Madison, State of Florida.  Unless such
certificate shall be redeemed according to the law, the property described in such
certificate will be sold to the highest bidder at the west front door at the Madison
County Courthouse on the 24th day of March 2011 at 11:00 a.m.

Dated this 16th day of February 2011.

TIM SANDERS 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT   
MADISON COUNTY
MADISON, FLORIDA 

BY: /S/ Karen Holman     
DEPUTY CLERK 

2/18, 2/25, 3/4, 3/11

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

THOMAS J. BEGGS, IV,

CASE NO:  2010-501-CA
Plaintiff,

vs.

ANGELA RODGERS, 

Defendant.
_________________________________/

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Default Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated February 10, 2011, in the above referenced case in which
THOMAS J. BEGGS, IV is the Plaintiff, and ANGELA RODGERS is the Defen-
dant, I, TIM SANDERS, Clerk of the Court, will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash on the front steps of the West door of the Madison County
Courthouse, 125 S.W. Range Avenue, Madison, Florida, at 11:00 a.m. on March
9, 2011 the following described property set forth in the said judgment:

Lot 1-H    Parcel Id. No. 26-1N-09-4830-00H-001

A portion of the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of the Southwest Quarter
(SW 1/4) of Section 26, Township 1 North, Range 9 East, being more 
particularly described as follows:

Commence at a rebar marking the northeast corner of said NE 1/4 of 
SW 1/4; thence South 89 degrees 20 minutes 11 seconds West along a 
distance of 1178.73 feet to the northeast corner and POINT OF BE-
GINNING of the following described parcel; thence South 00 degrees 
35 minutes 09 seconds East a distance of 204.88 feet; thence South 88 
degrees 27 minutes 22 seconds West a distance of 85.43 feet; thence 
North 00 degrees 30 minutes 54 seconds West a distance of 206.20 feet
to said north line; thence North 89 degrees 20 minutes 11 seconds East
along said north line a distance of 85.16 feet to the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING.

Containing 0.40 acres, more or less.

SUBJECT TO existing county road rights-of-way and powerline right-
of-way.

AND ALSO SUBJECT TO a utility easement as described in OR Book
659, Page 1 of the public records of Madison County, Florida; and Deed
Restrictions labeled Schedule “A” attached to the Mortgage recorded 
in OR Book 723, Page 274 of the public records of Madison County,
Florida.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM
THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER  AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60
DAYS AFTER THE SALE. 

[Note: In accordance with Rule 2.065, Florida Rules of Judicial Administration,
please be advised as follows: If you are a person with a disability who needs any
accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.  Please contact Court Adminis-
trator, Post Office Box 1569, Lake City, Florida 32056-1569, Telephone: (386)
758-2163, within two (2) working days of your receipt of this Notice or pleading.
If you are hearing or voice impaired, please call: 1-800-955-8771.]

WITNESS my  hand and the official  seal of said Court, this 15th day of
February, 2011 at Madison, Madison County, Florida. 

TIM SANDERS

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

By: /S/ Karen Holman     

Deputy Clerk

Scot B. Copeland, Esq.
LAW OFFICES OF SCOT B. COPELAND, P.L
P.O. Drawer  916
Madison, FL 32341
Ph: 850.973.4100
Fax: 850.973.4194

2/18, 2/25

MADISON COUNTY
SOLID WASTE AND 

RECYCLING 
DEPARTMENT

The Solid Waste and Recy-
cling Department is accepting
applications for the employ-
ment of two part-time collec-
tion site attendants to perform
duties as floaters.  Applicants
may complete their applica-
tions at the Courthouse An-
nex (second floor) at the
office of County Administra-
tion by close of business on
February 28, 2011.  A copy of
the job description is on file at
the County Administration
Office (973-3179). Appli-
cants must meet the following
requirements.
•  Possess a high school

diploma or GED equivalent
•  Be at least 21 years old
• Reside in Madison Coun-

ty
•  Possess a valid Florida

drivers license
•  Have reliable transporta-

tion and valid phone contact
• Pass a favorable back-

ground check
• Capable of lifting no more

than 50 pounds
•  Pass a favorable pre-em-

ployment physical and drug
screening test
•  Have no previous physi-

cal injuries that would inhibit
work performance
•  Must work weekends and

holidays

Madison County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer that
perform duties in a Drug Free
Environment.

2/18, 2/23, c

FOR RENT - HOMES
• 1 Bdrm Apt $400

in town (no pets)
• 2 Bdrm SW $600

edge of town (no pets)

FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL
• Restaurant-Greenville,

fully furnished $600 + tax
• Prof Office includes utilities 

$600 + tax

FOR SALE - LOTS & LAND
• Mobile Home lot $8000.00
• 1/2 acre on River $24,000
• 5 acres, ridge & crest, 

$45,000
• 10 acres, wooded, $36,000
• 20 acres, solid pines, 

homesite
• 40 acres, isolated, way out, 

$55,000
• 100 acres, rolling, 

$225,000
• 300 acres, remote, hunting 

tract $360,000

FOR SALE - HOMES
• Handyman Special, 2/1, 

$12,900
• Lee School District, 2/2, 

SW, $45,000
• 5.4 acres, 4/2, DW,

Blue Ridge, $75,000
• Cabin on 2.5 acres $79,000
• Walk to Cherry Lake, 3/2, 

$98,000
• Home on 5 acres, 3/2, 

$119,000
• 31 acres, 3/2 SW, $145,000
• New home, 2.5 acres, 4/2, 

$180,000
• Vintage 2 story, 5/3,

workshop, $219,000
• Home on 28.2 acres, barn, 

$285,000
• Granite counter tops, hilltop 

4/3, $325,000
• Brick, 6/3 on 4.66 acres 

$344,900
• 55 acres, 4/3, pool,

edge of town $695,000

306 SW. Pinckney Street
Madison, FL 32340

Lynette C. Sirmon - Broker
HUD Registered Florida Broker

850-973-9990 (office)

850-933-6363 (mobile)
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Save Our Soil
Keep Our Water Clean
Protect Our Environment
Prevent Pollution
December 15, 2010

After the dust bowl of the 30’s, U.S. Congress declared Soil and Water
Conservation a National Policy and Priority and created the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS). The Florida Legislature approved Chapter 582
Fla. Statutes’ in 1937. Four years later on June 6, 1941, a group of concerned
citizens organized the Madison Soil Conservation District. Today, as it did
then, the Madison Soil and Water Conservation District assist landowners,
groups and units of government with Soil, Water and related natural
resources problems, projects and programs.

The Soil and Water Conservation District is a subdivision of State

Government. Five Supervisors direct the Natural Resource Conservation
Service personnel in cooperation with Farm Service Agency, Florida
Division of Forestry, Madison County Cooperative Extension Service,
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission, Suwannee River Water Management
District, Madison County School System, the Board of County
Commissioners and the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumers
Services.

Madison SWCD Mission

The Madison Soil and Water Conservation District is dedicated to help-
ing Madison County Landowners and operators with the wise use of their
natural resources and help producers stay in compliance with the Farm
Bill’s highly erodible land, wetland and conservation compliance provision.

There are no charges for our informational, educational or technical
service and assistance, without regard to race, color, national origin, reli-
gion, sex, marital status or handicap.

Business meetings are held at the District Office located in the USDA
Service Center at 1416 US 90 E. in Unit B in Madison on the third Monday of
each month at 8:15 a.m. Your support and contributions on behalf of the
District operations are eagerly accepted. The District shares the office with
NRCS. Our telephone is (850) 973-6595.

Story continued on Page 3B........
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Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
Silver Certification 2006

Madison Bottling Plant

Proud to be committed
to conservation efforts.
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10055 US 129 S. • Live Oak, FL
(386) 362-1113 • 800-893-9255

Live Oak
Tractor

Proudly Supports
Soil & Water Conservation

We Salute the Farmers of North Florida
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Birdsong
Peanut

Company

Lee, Florida • 850-971-5514

We Support
Soil & Water
Conservation

Personnel

The five Supervisors, who are volunteers, appointed or elected, serve the
District without pay or fringe benefits,

Vernell Flowers, a farmer, now retired from Dixie Packer, lives in
Pinetta, serves the Board as Treasurer, and represents Group 1.

Mrs. Jean B. Brandies serves the Board as Co-Chairman. She is the
wife of Corky, with three children and lives in Madison. Jean represents
Group 2. Jean has resigned effective Jan 1, 2011.

Willie P. Agner, Jr. (Bo)was appointed to the Board on October 16, 2006
represents Group 3 area, Bo is a single person and farms with his Dad. Bo
resides with his Mom and Dad in Lee.

Don Ashley, a tree farmer, is Loan Officer and Vice-President at
Madison County Community Bank, has served Group 4 since 1995. Don is
Chairman of the Board and he and his wife Tamara, and two children reside
in Madison.

Walter Copeland, a CPA, with the Firm of Schnitker and Copeland, was
appointed in 2005. He serves the area of Group 5. Walter, and his wife
Jennifer, and two young sons, reside in Madison. He is also a tree farmer.

Walter has resigned to become effective Jan. 1, 2011

Jazelle Jusnio, NRCS District Conservationist, (See picture) Robbie
Robinson, Soil Conservation Technician, Cathi Ellis, Soil Conservationist,
and Doris Newman, Part-time Clerk, assists with the District Activities.

The Supervisors review and approve the Conservation Plans of
Operations developed for contracts for the various USDA programs. Many
landowners take advantage of the various state and federal programs and
receive technical and cost-share assistance to conserve and enhance the nat-
ural resources of their land.

All USDA Programs Are Available Without Regard To Race, Color,
National Origin, Sex, Religion, Age, Disability, or Political Beliefs or
Marital Or Family Status.

Farm Bill Programs

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program offers two to ten year
contract with landowners to provide cost-share of up to 75% for the cost of
installation and maintenance of conservation practices, including animal
waste management systems, irrigation system improvement, cross fencing
and livestockwater facilities. Total cost-share ...Story continued on Page 4B..



payments for any persons are limited to $450,000
for the life of the contract. Since 1997, Madison
County has had 290 EQIP contracts on 45,790 acres
for a total of $5,652,060 cost-share funds approved.
For the year 2010, 32 contracts on 6,208 acres for
$692,683.00.Suwannee watershed —-12 contracts
on 1,779 acres for $243,789.00, Organic
Transition—-one contract on 30 acres for
$16,166.00, Forestry —-seven contracts on 579
acres for $62,054.00, Area 2—-nine contracts on
3,056 acres for $272,202.00, Confined Livestock—-
one contract on 640 acres,—-$69,386.00, Socially
Disadvantaged—two contracts on 124 acres—-
$29,089.00.

The Conservation Reserve Program pro-
vides landowners with an annual rental payment
for the ten (10) year contract period to leave high-

ly erodible and environmentally sensitive lands in
grass or trees. Madison County has about 61
active CRP contracts on 4,567 acres with annual
rental payments of about $123,928

The Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program
provides incentives to help landowners improve
wildlife habitat on private lands. Participants can
receive up to $35,000 over a 5-to 10 year contracts,
cost-share funding to implement practices, which
enhance the wildlife habitat on land they manage.
In Madison, since 1998 Wildlife Habitat
Development plans have been developed on 9,993
acres with funding total $959,453.00 on 85 con-
tracts. For 2010, there are 20 contracts on 2,236
acres for $324,974.

Resource Conservation And
Development (RC&D)

The Suwannee River RC&D, now serving ten
(10) counties, works to help rural communities
make environmentally sound decisions so the nat-
ural resources of the Suwannee River Valley can
be used to improve the quality of life. Activities
and projects are funded through USDA cost-share
and private grants. The District is represented on
the Suwannee River Resource Conservation
Development Board (RC&D) by Mrs. Jean
Brandies, SWCD Supervisor, and Doris Harris, At
Large-Member, and one County Commissioner.

Equipment rentals are available, at reason-
able rates, through the RC&D Council, a no-till
Grain Drill and Pasture Aerator may be leased to

help district cooperators manage their resources.
To schedule use of the equipment or for more
information about the equipment rental program,
call Ron Knight @ 389-688-2102. For more informa-
tion about the equipment rental program, call 386-
364-4278. Madison County farmers used the no-till
drill to plant 338 acres and the aerator on 50 acres.

The District Supervisors Are Part Of The
Usda Local Work Group That Meets To Priortize
Resource Concerns ForTheFarmProgramsSuch
As The Eqip, Whip, And Crp, Etc.

The Conservation
Stewardship Program (CSP)

This voluntary program supports ongoing
stewardship of private agricultural lands by pro-
viding payment for maintaining and enhancing
natural resources. CSP rewards those farmers
and ranchers who maintain the highest standards
of conservation environmental management. A
sign up was held in 2010 and three (3) CSP appli-
cations were processed.

There were two Status Review completed to
check the compliance with highly erodible land
and wetland provisions of the farm bill. 18 highly
erodible land and wetland determinations were
completed and two conservation compliance
plans were developed on 90 acres of highly erodi-
ble farmland.

Story continued on Page 5B.......
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Bart
Alford
School Board Member

District 5

Proud To Support
Soil & Water Conservation!

JADA WOODS
WILLIAMS

Madison County Supervisor of Elections
850.253.0147 • 850.673.9520

Email: jrwilliams2000@embarqmail.com

Proud to support
soil and water
conservation!



District Activities

The Supervisors of the Madison Soil and Water Conservation District
met 11 times this year with a quorum present to carry on the District’s busi-
ness. Some of the activities the District is involved in are the Conservation
Coloring Contest, Envirothon Contest, Speech Contest and Land Judging
Contest.

Landjudging Contest

The Madison County High School Land judging team placed 16 out of 19
teams. Individual scores are 1st place winner is Jose Garcia, 2nd place win-
ner Christian Munoz, 3rd place winner is Javier Munoz and 4th place is
Elaine Terry. Lester Plain has sponsored this team, financially, for
years.

Envirothon

No Envirothon team this year

Speaking Contest, no one seems interested in Soil &Water Speaking con-
test. There are several Contests going on at this same time.

Conservation Farmer Of The Year

The Supervisors of
Madison Soil and Water
Conservation District
selected Joe Sherrard as
the “Madison County
Conservation Farmer
for the year 2010.”
Sherrard was recog-

nized at the Madison
County Farm Bureau
Meeting with a plague on
September 21, 2010.

The Supervisors have
always supported the
North Florida Livestock
ShowandSale, financially,
as well and taking part in
the Show and Sale of the
animals. Story contin-
ued on Page 6B.....
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LLEEOONNAARRDD BBEEMMBBRRYY
State Representative

District 10

“I am proud to be a supporter
of the Farmers of Madison
County and District 10.

I am pleased to be able to
protect our water quality by
serving on the select commit-
tee of water conservation
issues for all Floridians.”

Blanton & Sons, Inc.
&

Blanton Long Leaf
Container Nursery
1091 NE Daylily Ave. (CR 254)

Madison, FL

850-973-2967
Proud To Support

Soil & Water Conservation!

Blanton & Sons, Inc.
&

Blanton Long Leaf
Container Nursery
1091 NE Daylily Ave. (CR 254)

Madison, FL

850-973-2967

MADISON SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
DISTRICT ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2011

Photo submitted

Supervisors at Madison Soil and Water
Conservation District selected Joe Sherrard as the
“Conservation Farmer of the Year” Farm Bureau was
glad to recognize Joe and his wife (Vicky) at the
Annual Farm Bureau Meeting on Sept. 21.
Congratulations, Joe and Vicky!!
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MADISON SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
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Fourth Grade Forester USA.

Each fourth grader, in the county, receives a pine seedling to plant, of his
own. As the tree grows, and each child grows in a healthier environment,
thanks to the help from the

NRCS and SWCD District’s Mission of HELPING PEOPLE HELP THE
LAND. This year Don secured the trees from M&M Nursery of Monticello;
Ms. Doris packaged them in plastic bags (individually) and distributed them
to all 4th grades in the County. This project is one way we celebrate Arbor
Day. In addition, Robbie and Forestry personnel visit different schools each
year and plant trees on their campus. The Students actually do the plant-
ing, thus teaching the (how to) of caring for their trees.

Ecology

North Florida Community College joins forces with the local and State
Environmentalist to educate Madison County third graders about preserv-
ing the natural environment. Ecology Day consists of six stations that the
children rotate between to learn about entomology, forest ecology, soil ecolo-
gy, fish and aquatic insects, pioneers, Indians, plants and recycling. The six
topics explain how nature is balanced and how man can operate as part of
that balance. Since Bern retired, we did not get an invitation to Ecology Day.

Cares
The County Alliance for Responsible Environmental Stewardship

(CARES) program is a partnership between the Florida Farm Bureau,
Suwannee River Water Management District, Florida Department of
Agriculture, the Soil and Water Conservation Districts, County and City
Government and private organizations that recognizes farmers for imple-
menting Best Management Practices (BMPs) that conserve and protect our
Natural Resources.

Ten (10) more Madison County farmers were recognized in 2010 to
bring the total CARES certified farmers in Madison to 73. CARES certi-
fied in 2010: Rick Iott-Iott Hay Day Ranch; The Glee Heritage
Farm; Bern & Jan Smith-Sunset Hill Farm; Johnny Norris;
Diamond in the Rough-Robert Johnson; Simon Kinsey; Full Circle
Dairy—Gregg Watts; Carl-Ann Corporation-Carlyle Ragans; and
Annette Bishop and Suwannee Valley Grassing.

Stewardship Week

The Clerk met with County Commissioners to have them sign a
Proclamation proclaiming the week of April 26-May 2 as Soil Stewardship
Week.
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MADISON SOIL
AND WATER

CONSERVATION
DISTRICT ANNUAL
REPORT FOR 2010

Madison Natural Resource
Conservation Office

Welcomes New
District Conservationist
Jazelle Jusino was born in Mayaguez, PR and grew up on a small farm

in San German. She attended the University of Puerto Rico and earned a
Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture.

She started her career with the Soil Conservation Service in 1993 and
has since worked in New York, Minnesota, and Utah as a Biological Science
Technician and Soil Conservationist.

In 2004, she became the District Conservationist for Hamilton County,
and has been working as the Acting District Conservationist for Madison
County since January 11, 2010.

She is married to Cesar Jusino and they have one son.

The picture referred to on Page 3B
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Unbeatable Prices On Custom Built Homes In Florida!

• Personalized Floor Plan, One Stop Process • Full One Year Warranty •
• We Developed Custom Plans And Custom Design Materials To Offer •
• This Is A Once In A Lifetime Opportunity For People Needing To Build Their Home •

1337 Baytree Rd • Valdosta, GA • 229-249-0901 www.ChrisMillHomes.com
Better Home. Better Price. Better Builder.

THE PENNY
$78,111

THE LINCOLN
$88,444

THE JACKSON
$99,777

THE HAMILTON
$148,888

CALL TODAY
FOR DETAILS

Energy Star
Certified
Builder

Tax Refund Home Sale!!!

Through the voluntary efforts of the landowners and users,
the Conservation Objectives of the District can be accom-
plished. Conservation District land operators assisted by the
Madison SWCD and other agencies accomplished these
achievements summarized below during 2010.

Persons Receiving Assistance ......................................275 no.
Conservation Plans Developed.......................................52 no.
Inventory and Evaluation Reports ..................................3 no.
Nutrient Management ................................................1,872 ac.
Pest Management .....................................................2,154.8 ac.
Prescribed Burning.....................................................931.2 ac.
Firebreaks..................................................................163,506 ft.
Brush Management........................................................298 ac.
Wildlife Habitat Management......................................67.5 ac.

Tree Planting ..................................................................577 ac.
Pasture and Hay Planting...........................................204.3 ac.
Cross Fencing..............................................................13,949 ft.
Pipeline for Livestock Watering..................................3,266 ft.
Livestock Watering Facility............................................18 ea.
Water Well/Pump for Livestock Water............................4 ea.
Grazing Land Mechanical Treatment.........................80.4 ac.
Prescribed Grazing ........................................................380 ac.
Cover Crop 494....................................................................i ac.
Residue Management No-Till/Strip Till/Mulch Till .99.7 ac.
Pipeline-High Pressure underground mainline...........357 ft.
Irrigation Water Management ...................................247.1 ac.

Conservation-minded landowners have applied, on their
own, many practices that are not reported here.

Cooperator Accomplishments
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MADISON SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
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Lou S.
Miller

Superintendent
of Schools

Is Proud To Support
Soil & Water

Conservation!
Greenville Fertilizer & Chemical Co., Inc.

13293 W. Hwy 90 • Greenville, FL 32331
850-948-2968

Charles Roland - Owner • Earlene C. Roland - Manager

Greenville Fertilizer
Supports Soil and Water Conservation in

Madison County !!!

We Are Here To
Serve You!

The Roland Family

County-Wide Coloring Contest

First place winner was Jonathan Goley from Lee Elementary School. Unfortunately he was not at school for a picture. He is
in Mrs. Sauls class.

Photo submitted

Zack Walker from the Pinetta Elementary School placed 2nd in the
County coloring contest of third graders. He is a student in Ms. Peggy Rossʼ
class.

Photo submitted

Aubrey Day, from Madison Academy, took 3rd place. She is in Mrs. Martha
Registerʼs class.
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MADISON SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
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Photo submitted

Andrew Stephens, right, and his wife, accept the award from Al Lawson,
left.

Andrew Stephens is a small minority farmer who farms 260 acres in
Madison County. He grows peas, beans, greens, okra, watermelons, can-
taloupe, and corn. He also raises cattle and goats which he sells. Andrew is
a retired Sergeant Major with the U.S. Armay. and is currently employed
with the Labotr Department as a Service Specialist.

Most of the vegetables grown on his farm are given to low income fami-
lies who may not be able to afford fresh produce. He services as a steward at
his church and has also worked with the Boy Scouts in his community.
Andrew also volunterrs at a nearby soup kitchen.

It is because of Andrew Stephens’ dedication to his community, his com-
mitment to mentoring students at the local school, and his love of the land
and farming that make Andrew deserving of this recognition. He is a
humanitarian in every respect.

Andrew, we in Madison are proud of your
accomplishments and we congratulate you!!

Andrew StephensWins
“Black Limited Resource Farmer Of The Year”



The Board of
County Commission-
ers for financial support
needed to carry on the
conservationoperations.

The USDA-NRCS
Conservation Service
for providing office
space, technical and
cost-share assistance for
landowners and local
units of government.

The Madison
County Cooperative
Extension Service
Staff for help inmaking

many of the District
activities possible, espe-
cially youth educational
programs.

The Florida
Division of Forestry
for assistance to
landowners with forest
planning and manage-
ment.

The Madison
County Carrier and
Enterprise-Recorder
for their support in
printing Conservation
news.

The Madison
County Farm Bureau
for assistance and sup-
port with Conservation
District Activities.

The Suwannee
River Resource
Conservation and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Council, Inc. for mak-
ing Conservation farm
equipment available to
landowners at minimal
rental rates and the
Mobile Irrigation Lab.
for free Irrigation sys-
tem evaluations.

The Florida
Department of Agri-
culture and Con-
sumer Services for
providing assistance
with District Activ-
ities.

The Suwannee
River Water Manage-
ment District for
assisting the
Conservation District
and landowners with
information, educa-
tional materials, cost-
share funds, and tech-
nical guidance.
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&

We Support
Soil & Water

Conservation

At

The Madison Soil and Water Conservation District Board of
Supervisors would like to recognize the valuable support and

assistance received from the following organizations.
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YYoouurr  CCoommmmuunniittyy  BBaannkk......

Lighting of the Trees Down Home Days Parade

Veteran’s Day Ceremony 4H~ Livestock Sale

......IInnvveessttiinngg  IInn  MMaaddiissoonn  CCoouunnttyy
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