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The National Weather
Service out of Jack-
sonville said isolated sev-
er thunderstorms will
could begin today as a
slow moving cold front
moves closer to our re-
gion. This front will
move very slowly
through our region while
weakening on Thursday
and Friday. With daily
showers and thunder-

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The administrator and direc-
tor of operations for Suwannee
Valley Transit Authority
(SVTA) were asked to resign
last week after the chairman of
the SVTA board discovered the
director’s military past ended
with military court convictions

which were never disclosed by
the administrator, according to
an SVTA official.
SVTA Administrator Gwen-

dolyn Pra and William H. “Bill”
Steele, director of operations,
turned in their resignations
Monday, April 21, after Ron
Williams, chairman for the

Diamond Dogs earn spot in regional playoffs SPORTSPAGE 1BDiamond Dogs earn spot in regional playoffs 

2 SVTA executives out
Director’s military past ends careers 

Steele Pra SEE 2 SVTA, PAGE 13A

Severe weather possible today
Additional
rainfall could
prolong 
existing river
conditions 

Submitted 
Country music fans,

the fun begins today and
runs through Saturday at
The Spirit of the Suwan-
nee Music Park
(SOSMP) in Live Oak.
The plans are made,
great country artists
Brantley Gilbert, Mont-
gomery Gentry, Justin
Moore, Charlie Daniels
& band, Chris Cagle,
Colt Ford, David Nail,

LoCash Cowboys, The
Mavericks, JJ Lawhorn
and The LACS are
signed to perform during
this spectacular week-
end of country music.
All the SRJ needs now is
you.
Other performers will

be Tobacco RD Band of
Tallahassee, Justin Case
Band of Live Oak, Band
of Brothers of Mayo,
Crosstyz Band of Lake
City, Nashville record-
ing artist Michael Ray of
Central Florida,

Time to Jam
Montgomery Gentry

The Suwannee
River Jam
kicks off today

SEE TIME, PAGE 13A

By Bryant Thigpen 
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com 

The Second Annual Gary Ed-
wards Leadership Day was held on
Saturday to honor the legacy Ed-
wards left behind by impacting the
youth of this community. Over two
dozen youth in attendance were ex-
posed to a variety of careers and es-

sential lessons about life. 
The event began early Saturday

morning at the First United
Methodist Church in Live Oak.
Sherman Riley kicked off the day
with a warm welcome. 
This event came about when Ri-

ley and his twin brother, Sherwin,
both SHS graduates, sought for a
way to give back to the communi-

ty, especially to the youth.
“Sherwin and I communicate

every morning and we always dis-
cuss and talk about how we can im-
pact or make a difference in the
lives of youth. I'm currently in-
volved in four non-profits/boards
associated with supporting the

Over two dozen youth from the community attended the Second Annual Gary Edwards Leadership Day. Organizer Sher-
man Riley is seated far left. - Photo: Bryant Thigpen 

Gary Edwards Leadership Day
impacting local youth 

SEE GARY, PAGE 2A

Suwannee Valley Transit Authority 

COMING FRIDAY
– Crime up 6.1 percent for 2013.
– Former resident invents a SmartWatch. 
– City of Live Oak election is May 6.

At the April 24 Val-
dosta City Council
meeting, the mayor and
city council approved
the award of a
$32,344,000 construc-
tion contract that is ex-
pected to resolve the
overwhelming majority
of the sanitary sewer
overflows in flood-
prone areas of the city
during heavy rain
events. City leaders ap-
proved this contract,
which will be funded by
a low-interest Georgia
Environmental Finance

Authority (GEFA) loan.
Construction on this
project is expected to
start at the beginning of
June 2014 and take ap-
proximately 18 months
to complete.
Since 2009, regional

reoccurring flooding
problems along the
Withlacoochee River
have resulted in major
inflow and infiltration
issues for the city of Val-
dosta’s sanitary sewer
collection system—

Valdosta awards
$32 million
contract to resolve
wastewater issues

SEE VALDOSTA, PAGE 15A

Supporting
Mrs. Vickers’
Class, 15A
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 9980 Hwy 90 (at CR49)
 Live Oak, FL 32060

 Wings

 59 ¢

 Open 6am -7pm
 7 Days A Week

 They give us life, love and understanding.
 Celebrate her special day  SUNDAY, MAY 11TH, 12:00 PM Mother’s Day Mother’s Day Mother’s Day

 Cerveny Conference Center at Camp Weed

  Reservations requested,   Reservations requested,  call or email  (386) 364-5250 • info@campweed.org  call or email  (386) 364-5250 • info@campweed.org 

 11057 Camp Weed Place
 Live Oak, FL 32060
 www.campweed.org

 864174

 Family Friendly. Beautiful Setting. Beat The Restaurant Crowds.

 $14.95 Adults $7.50 Kids + tax  3 & under free

 865267

Arrest Record
Suwannee Democrat

prints the entire arrest
record each week. If your
name appears here and
you are later found not
guilty or the charges are
dropped, we will be happy
to make note of this in the
newspaper when judicial
proof is presented to us by
you or the authorities.

The following abbrevia-
tions are used below:

SCSO-Suwannee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office

LOPD-Live Oak Police
Department

FDLE-Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement

FHP-Florida Highway
Patrol

FWC-Florida Wildlife
Commission

DOT-Department of
Transportation

OALE-Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforcement

P & P-Probation and Pa-
role

USMS-US Marshals
Service

ATF-Department of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and
Firearms

DOC-Department of
Corrections 

Apr 24,  Aaron Tyler
McCurry, 19, 465 SW
Grape Street, Ft. White,
FL, Dealing in Stln Proper-
ty, VOP (Poss Alcoh by
Minor/Petit Theft)=Col
Co, Cash Only: SCSO- Z.
Clark

Apr 24, Jaredd Matthew

B Elston, 20, 21812 136th
Place, Live Oak, FL, VOP
O/C Trespass Unoccupied
Structure & Criminal Mis-
chief, Cash Bond, VOP
O/C Sell/Del/Purchase
Controlled Subst, or $300
Cash to P&P, VOP O/C
Sell/Del/Purchase Contr
Subst, Poss Contr Subst
W/Int to Sell/Del or $300
Cash to P&P, Poss Contr
Subst W/Int to Sell/Del or
$300 Cash to P&P: SCSO-
T. Ford

Apr 25, Ramsey Jack
Gibson, 26, 153 Baxter
Rd, Hortence, GA, Suw
Co Wrt/Deal Stln Prop,
Credit Card Fraud:
Unauth, Grnd Theft:
SCSO- C. Smith

Apr 25, Ricky Gene
Neveils, 45, 9540 116th
Place, Live Oak, FL, Re-
sist Ofc W/o Viol: SCSO-
Roper/ Roger

Apr 25, William Otis
McMullen, 42, 16885
229th Dr, Live Oak, FL,
Order to Take Into Cust
Until Hearing: SCSO- T.
Smith

Apr 26, Shakayla Tanta-
shia Mapp, 18, 13767 76th
St, Live Oak, FL, Retail
Theft, 1st App PD App
WFW: LOPD- M. Mouton

Apr 26, Shaneka Denise
Ferguson, 24, 10451 NW

36th Dr Apt 68, Jasper, FL,
Sent 30 Days/Weekends:
SCSO- M. Clark

Apr 26, Ricardo Najera,
25, 12025 193 RD, Live
Oak, FL, Col Co Wrt FTA
No D.L.: SCSO- Descar-
reaux

Apr 28, Rodrick Jovan
Cooper, 31, 214 SE Rachel
Way, Lake City, FL, FTA
O/C DUI Serious Bodil In-
jury, DWLS 2nd Offf, DUI
W/Property Damage,
Union Co. Wrt
13000018CFA: SCSO- T.
Faller

Apr 28, Christina Lynn
Farmer, 29, 7602 Jeanne
Lane. Hahira, GA, Utter
Forged Instrument, Baker
Co-FTA O/C O/C Altered
Decal: LOPD- D. Slaugh-
ter

Apr 28, Ryan Bernard
Galloway, 32, 2269 NE
31st St, Lighthouse Point,
FL, VOP O/C Poss Co-
caine: SCSO- T. Lee

Apr 28, Stephen Jeffery
Land, 36 1510 Burton Rd,
Plant City, FL, VOP O/C
DUI: SCSO- T. Ford

Apr 28, Moses Ratliff,
40, 565 SW Quarter Ln, Ft.
White, FL, Unemp Comp
Fraud: SCSO- C. Smith

Apr 28, Daniel Wabasha
Batista, 26, 18635 229th
Dr, Live Oak, FL, VOP
O/C Attempt Murder,
Broward Co Wrt: SCSO-
M. Landis

health, education, and per-
sonal development of
youth. Sherwin is also in-
volved with organizations
in Ft. Lauderdale with sim-
ilar backgrounds,” Riley
said. “We thought that with
both of our passions to-
wards giving back that we
could do this in Gary Ed-
wards’ name as he embod-
ied these qualities in giving
back to the community and
supporting the youth in the
community.”

While helping aspiring
youth in the community,
Riley said he hopes this
leadership day event hon-
ors Edwards and what he
meant to this community.

“I'm sure Gary was look-
ing down and smiling and
saying good work,” Riley
said. “The purpose of the
day is to honor Gary Ed-
wards for his legacy and to
give back to the kids in the
community with leadership
modules and education
around careers in the next
level of life.”

Live Oak Police Chief
Buddy Williams shared a
few comments about Ed-
wards before leading the
group in prayer. “Gary and
I went to school together
and he was my dear
friend,” Williams said. 

Williams elaborated
about Edwards’ life as a
coach and said Edwards
had one motto for all of his
athletes, “Get better.”
Williams said Edwards al-
ways encouraged his play-
ers to get better every day
on the field and in the
classroom. 

Superintendent of
Schools Jerry Scarborough
then addressed the group of
students and encouraged
them to stay focused on
their education. 

Suwannee County
School District guidance
counselors Tiffany Smith
and Cindy Wiggins talked
to the group about prepar-

ing for their future career
now. 

Doug Auckerman, a re-
tired military serviceman
and current ROTC instruc-
tor at Suwannee High
School, asked the youth to
consider a career in the
military. 

Shana Riley, an employ-
ee at Capital City Bank
gave a presentation on
money management. En-
trepreneurism was the next
topic that was presented by
Tom Daniels. 

Tommy Randolph, a
physician, talked to the stu-
dents about a career in the
medical field. 

Around noon, Sheriff
Tony Cameron provided
the group with a tour of the
jail and the dispatch office
and encouraged the youth
to seek a career in law en-
forcement. They concluded
the tour in the courtroom
where Third Judicial Cir-
cuit Judge David Fina
presided over a mock trial
with Third Circuit’s State
Attorney Jeff Siegmeister
and Public Defender Blair
Payne. The participants
served as a jury and deter-
mined if the defendant was
guilty based on the evi-
dence. 

The event concluded
around 1:30 p.m. with
lunch at the Dixie Grill for
all participants.

Honoring Gary Edwards
Riley played on a base-

ball team Edwards coached
and said Edwards was an
inspiration to him. 

“Gary was inspiration
for us through sports. He
was our little league base-
ball coach. He always en-
couraged us to work hard
and do our best and have
fun while doing,” Riley
said. “At the middle
school, Gary was a role
model as he would pull us
to the side when we got out
of line. Last, he was a man
of God. He was a good ex-
ample to follow as he was a

Gary Edwards Leadership Day impacting local youth 
Continued From Page 1A family man and man of

God.”
Cameron recalled Ed-

wards as an upright man
that children in the commu-
nity respected.

“I worked with Gary in
law enforcement and in
the schools, and he was al-
ways a man who the chil-
dren could look up to and
they respected him,”
Cameron said. “He was a

leader in his community
and in his church. He was
a positive influence in the
lives of others each and
every day.”

Williams said the event
is a great way to honor Ed-
wards.  

“I think the Gary Ed-
wards Leadership Day is a
great way to recognize the
legacy of a great man in our
community and to instill

fundamental principles in
the future leaders of our
community,” said
Williams. 

Edwards passed away in
2011. He was a school re-
source officer at Suwannee
Middle School and was
employed by the Suwannee
County Sheriff’s Office.
He was also instrumental in
helping the youth in the
community.

Saturday, May 17

St. Luke’s
Busy Hands
Yard sale,

bake sale and
handmade

table
St. Luke’s Busy Hands

for Babies will hold a yard
sale from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 1391 SW 11th St.,
Live Oak, across from the
Garden Club. The sale will
be inside and there will be
many bargains on clothing,
books and more. Come and
see our handmade gift table
for ideas. The proceeds buy
material and yarn to make
items for two hospitals in
Jacksonville, Guardian Ad
Litem, Love INC, Vivid Vi-
sions here in Live Oak and
our companion church in
Cuba. We will gratefully
accept donations only of
fabric and yarn for this out-
reach ministry. If you have
any questions please call
386-362-6926 and leave a
message. 

The Live Oak Garden
Club is offering a three day
floral design class on Tues-
day, May 13; Monday, May
19 and Friday, May 23.
Classes will be at the club-
house next door to Shands
Live Oak Regional Medical
Center on 11th Street. En-
rollment is limited to 30
students. Contact Lucille
Heinrich, 386-362-5995, or
lucille.heinrich@aol.com,
for more information and to
register. 

Floral design
class set for

May 13
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  WWW.SUNBELTCHRYSLERJEEPDODGEOFLIVEOAK.COM
 386-362-1042

 Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
 1307 W. Howard St. (US Hwy. 90) Live Oak, FL 32064

 & More! Oil Change
 All for only

 $ 21 95

 WOW!

 Fully certified mechanics, Up 
 to 5 qts. Free 16 pt. inspection
 10W30 Bulk Oil, No specialty 
 oil plus taxes & disposal fee

 PLUS

 85
54

56

 GET Oil &  Filter Change
 PLUS Brake Inspection

 PLUS Tire Pressure Check

4-H Meat Judging state champions again

‘Click It or Ticket’ begins
May 12

The Live Oak Police
Department has joined
law enforcement agen-
cies nationwide in the
“Click It or Ticket” cam-
paign beginning May 12
through May 26.
Officers will crack

down on drivers and
passengers who are not
buckled up. 
“Click It or Ticket”

day or night. No excuses
accepted. 

Spring
Fling
Saturday, May 17
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where: The Branford
Woman’s Club

26811 SR 247, next to
Branford Elementary
Bake sale, arts and crafts

vendors. 
Bring the family for food,

fun and fellowship.
Interested in renting a

table for yourself?
Contact: Elaine at 386-

935-6854 or Stevie at 386-
935-9276 or Shirley at 386-
935-4211.
Vendor sign up deadline

is Wednesday, May 14.
Sponsored by The Bran-

ford Woman’s Club, a not
for profit organization. 

Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club presentation
Saturday May 3, at 1 p.m. at the Live Oak Library

The Live Oak Library will be hosting a
program on the Buffalo Soldiers Motor-
cycle Club on Saturday, May 3, at 1 p.m.
The program will be presented by mem-
bers of the Motorcycle Club from the
Jacksonville and Tallahassee chapters.
The Motorcycle Club will caravan from
the Walmart parking lot through town
and meet at the library. During the pro-
gram, they will share their history and
legacy from the Revolutionary War
through Afghanistan, and have their his-
torical timeline and motorcycles on dis-
play.

The mission of the Florida Chapter of
the Buffalo Soldier Motorcycle Club
(BSMC-FL) is to build an organization
in Florida that benefits the membership,
the community and the nation, as they
share their common love to ride.
They are committed to projecting a

positive image of bikers by always
showing respect for each other and the
community-at-large. They strive to ac-
complish that by fostering unity and
pride among the brother and sister mem-
bers. They are active fundraisers to sup-
port those less fortunate and to encour-

age education and a productive future for
youth.

Please call the library at 386-362-2317
for more information.

Brian Estevez
4-H Youth Development
UF/IFAS Suwannee County Extension

Suwannee County 4-H is proud to an-
nounce that the intermediate 4-H meat
judging team won first place at the state
meat judging contest.  The contest was
held on April 19th at the Meat Processing
Center at the University of Florida.  Partic-
ipants had to identify 40 retail cuts, place
four retail classes, identify parts on a beef
and pork carcass, and answer questions re-
lating to the meat industry.  The intermedi-
ate team comprised of youth ages 11-13,
included Christian Rodriguez, Sarah
Swindell, Laura Cumbess, and Madison
Crain.  Christian Rodriguez was the high
scoring individual in the intermediate con-
test for the second year in a row.  A senior
individual, Austin Barron, also competed
in the contest.
The meat judging team first started prac-

ticing in January.  The Suwannee County
4-H intermediate meat judging team has
won the state contest for six years in a row
while the senior meat judging team has

won the contest in 2009, 2011, and 2012.
Twenty-four 4-H youth have participated
on these state championship teams in the
last six years.  The 2011 and 2012 senior
meat judging teams placed ninth and
eighth, respectively, at the national meat
judging contest held at Kansas State Uni-
versity.
The 4-H meat judging program develops

life skills through activities related to the
processing of beef, pork, and lamb, includ-
ing retail identification, factors relating to
meat quality, and cookery.  Participants de-
veloped an understanding and appreciation
of the basic scientific principles involved
in eating and cooking quality, nutritional
value, and consumer appeal of meat.  4-H
members on the team also learned life
skills such as effective decision-making,
critical thinking, goal setting, and team-
work.
The meat judging teams would like to

thank Publix in Live Oak, for allowing the
team to practice at their facility.  Commu-
nity support like this helps the Suwannee
County 4-H program remain successful.
Thank you for supporting the youth in

Suwannee County and helping us win an-
other state championship!

UF/IFAS Extension in Suwannee County
is an Equal Opportunity Institution.

Suwannee County 4-H meat judging participants Laura Cumbess, Sarah Swindell, Madison
Crain, Christian Rodriguez, Gabe Cumbess, Austin Barron, and coach Brian Estevez.

First place Suwannee County 4-H intermediate meat judging team members Laura Cumbess, Christian Rodriguez, Sarah Swindell, and Madison Crain.
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 862481

 ST. JOHN MISSIONARY 
 BAPTIST CHURCH

 The St. John Missionary Baptist Church of the 
 Newborn  Community will be celebrating our 
 Annual Homecoming on Saturday, May 3, 
 2014, 2:00 PM and Sunday, May 41, 2014, 
 11:00 AM. This is our annual fund raider for 
 the maintenance of our cemetery and a return 
 to our two day Homecoming Celebration.

 We invite each of you to come and share in 
 this celebrations with us. We especially ask 
 families that have loved ones in the Newborn 
 Cemetery to please come and share these 
 service with us.

 Please come and be a part of the celebrations!

 Yours in Christ,
 Rev. Julius Davis, Pastor

 “I was glad when they said unto me, let us into the house of the Lord.” - Psalm 122:1

 Saturday, May 3, 2014  2:00 PM  Worship Service
 Sunday, May 4, 2014  10:00 AM  Sunday School

 11:00 AM  Morning Worship
 (followed by dinner and fellowship)

 863662

The following couples
applied for a marriage
license the week of 
April 21 – 25, 2014:

Robert Andrew Mathews to Patricia Ann Pell

Austin Allen Lessman to Marife Embay Bragais

Friends of Music to present Trio De Minaret

Friends of Music

Submitted

The Friends of Music Concert Series concludes its 
2013 -1014 season on Friday, May 2.  The  University of
Tampa’s Trio de Minaret will perform at 7:30 p.m. in the
Covenant First Presbyterian Church, 421 White Avenue, in
Live Oak. The concert is free and open to the public, and a
reception will follow.  
Trio de Minaret is composed of Lei Liu, violin; Lowell

Adams, cello; and Grigorius Zamparas, piano.  They will
perform works by Ludwig van Beethoven, Gwyneth Walk-
er, and Astor Piazzolla.
Lei Liu is assistant concertmaster of the Florida Orches-

tra. Previously he has been a 
member of the Florida Symphony in Orlando and the

Singapore Symphony Orchestra. He is also a dedicated
conductor of the Serenade Strings Orchestra in the Pinellas
Youth Symphony. He received his bachelors degree from
Central Conservatory in Beijing, China, and his masters de-
gree from Temple University. Liu teaches violin and viola
at the University of Tampa.
Lowell Adams’ many distinguished teachers included

Raya Garbousova and members of the Vermeer Quartet.
He holds a bachelors and a masters degree in cello perfor-
mance from Northern Illinois University and an artist’s
diploma from Hart’s School of Music.  He has appeared
with the St. Louis Symphony, the Grand Rapids Sympho-
ny, the Esterhazy Quartet, and the Dorian String Quartet.
Adams’ teaching experiences include visiting professor of
cello at the University of Missouri and instructor of cello at
the University of South Florida, the University of Tampa, 
Florida Southern College, Tampa Bay Youth Orchestra,

and the Suwannee Music Camp.
Grigorius Zamparas has received critical acclaim for his

versatile performing career as recitalist, orchestral soloist,
and chamber musician in Greece, Bulgaria, former Yu-

goslavia, Russia, Latin America, South Korea, and the U.S.
He is a frequent guest at festivals worldwide, having per-
formed several times at the prestigious Newport Music
Festival (Newport, RI), the Mainly Mozart Festival (Mia-
mi, FL), and the Salon of the Arts (Sofia, Bulgaria), among
others. He has been featured as a soloist in more than twen-
ty different piano concerti with orchestras such as the Por-
to Alegre Symphony Orchestra (Brazil), Indiana Universi-
ty Symphony (US), Togliati Philharmonic (Russia), the
Sofia Soloists,  and the B. Martinu Philharmonic of the

Czech Republic. Zamparas is assistant professor of music
at the University of Tampa where he oversees the piano
program.  His recordings have been released by Centaur
Records. 
The Trio will direct the University of Tampa’s Chamber

Music Workshop, June 8-13, 2014.  This is an intensive
music workshop for students of string instruments and pi-
ano, entering grades 7 to 12 in the fall.
For more information about the Friends of Music Con-

cert Series or this concert, call 386-365-4941.  

Marriage license

Vivid Visions Helping Victims
of Domestic Violence

Saturday, May 10 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Suwannee County Coliseum

Seeking gently used items. They can be
dropped off during business hours at 506 Ohio
Ave South (next to Suwannee Valley Dental)
now through May 5.
For furniture and large items please call 364-

5957 to make arrangements or drop off at the
coliseum the morning of the sale. 
Thank you.

Babies and books
story time

Join the Suwannee River Regional Library as we intro-
duce early literacy through reading, singing, bouncing and
more. Beginning every Thursday May 1- 29. Birth to
walking, from 9:30 a.m. -10:15 a.m.

Elks Lodge Bingo 
Elks Lodge Bingo will resume May 5 from 7-9 p.m.

New games and bigger prizes. No snacks.

Clayland School reunion 
Saturday, May 3, 

at Clayland Church Fellowship Hall
10 a.m. until? 

Bring a dish to share. 
For more information, call Inez Hingson Linton, 352-

339-1859.

To the members of First
Baptist Church of Live Oak
I just want to thank the wonderful members of First

Baptist Church of Live Oak who were part of building me
a wheelchair ramp. It was such a wonderful surprise and
has been such a blessing to me. I cannot thank you enough
for your kindness. May God bless you all and the wonder-
ful work that do in his name. 

Ms. Thetus Roper
Live Oak

Open marching band
rehearsals for try-outs
Open to any Suwannee

High, Suwannee Middle or
Suwannee County home
schooled student who plays
a musical instrument at an
intermediate or higher level
and can read music. 

When: May 1 and May 8
from 4-7 p.m. 

Where: SHS band room
Why: Prepare for march-

ing and honor marching
band try-outs

Judging will be on: abili-
ty to march, ability to play
instrument, ability to read
music, positive attitude and
team player mentality. Try-
outs will be May 15.
More information: Stacey

Gindlesperger, band direc-
tor, Suwannee High School,
1314 SW Pine Ave., Live
Oak, 386-647-4013.

Friendship
Baptist
Church 

Friendship Baptist
Church will be having their
annual yard sale to help
support their association’s
mission team. The sale will
be Friday and Saturday,
May 2 and 3, at 531 Hous-
ton Ave. North from 8 a.m.
until. Please come by the
sale and help support this
team. We thank you for
your love, prayers and sup-
port. 

ANNUAL
YARD
SALE

Homecoming day
at New Harmony
Methodist Church
Please join us at New

Harmony United
Methodist Church located
at 19983 160th Street, Live
Oak, on Sunday, May 4, at
9:30 a.m. for our Home-
coming Day.
The speaker will be our

former District Superin-
tendent Rev. Chuck
Weaver.  There will be
Congregational singing

and Special Music by
Lifesong Trio of Madison.
Lunch will follow the

service in the Fellowship
Hall of the Church about
11:15 a.m.
If you have any stories

about the Church you
would like to share with
everyone please call 386-
776-1806 and leave a mes-
sage.

3rd annual
Oktoberfest and

barbecue competition
PorktoberQue, will

again be held the last
weekend of September at
the Houston County Farm
Center in Dothan, AL. The
event features BBQ teams
competing for $7700.00 in
prize money under KCBS
(Kansas City Barbecue
Society) sanctioning and
also promotes a German-
style Oktoberfest. There
are two stages featuring
both polka music and con-
temporary music, an in-
door biergarten, a “man
cave” with TV’s for
watching your favorite
football games, a cornhole
tournament, free bounce
houses for the kids to play
on, shopping with vendors
and many food-related ac-
tivities.
The event is open Fri-

day September 26th from
5-10 pm and again Satur-
day September 27th from
10am- 6pm. Admission is
$3 per person with chil-
dren 6 and under free.
Proceeds benefit the
Houston County Land
Water Rescue, the Hous-
ton County Farm Center,
and nearly a dozen local
non-profits who are also
participating in Porkto-
berQue as a fundraising
project. The event also of-
fers free booth space to lo-
cal non-profits who want
to offer information or sell
a product as a fundraiser.
For more information, to
become a vendor or to see
the entertainment sched-
ule visit www.Porkto-
berQue.com or call (334)
699-1475.

Spring Yard Sale
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 ALL VOTERS REGISTERED IN THE CITY 
 OF LIVE OAK CAN VOTE ON 

 TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2014.

 Remember, that City precincts are not always the same 
 as your County precincts. The precinct address on your 
 voter information card is for County voting not City but the 
 card does reflect your City District number and below are 
 the address that correspond with your district number. 
 Also remember that as a result of the Cities Redistricting 
 in 2013 some voters will now vote in a new district.  If in 
 doubt please call the election’s office at 386-362-
 2616.

 City District 1 - John Hale Recreation Center
 City District 2 - African Baptist Church
 City District 3 - Coliseum
 City District 4 - Community Presbyterian Church
 City District 5 - City Hall

 SAMPLE

   BALLOT

 865176

 Learn Life 
 Skills 
 Today!

 864427

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr. • Live Oak, FL 32064
 (386) 647-4200

 www.suwannee.k12.fl.us/shtc IV  Therapy Class IV  Therapy Class Open to any LPN or graduate of  Open to any LPN or graduate of  Practical Nursing Program Practical Nursing Program Class starts May 1st and last 6 weeks Class starts May 1st and last 6 weeks Monday & Thursday evenings 6:00 pm - 9:00pm Monday & Thursday evenings 6:00 pm - 9:00pm Cost is $152.42 Cost is $152.42 Call 386-647-4200 for more information Call 386-647-4200 for more information

 K IWANIS   OF  L IVE  O AK

 WOULD   LIKE   TO  
 C ONGRATULATE

 THE  
 SPRING   RAFFLE   WINNERS  

 Mountain Cabin - Tim Carver

 St. Augustine Condo - Mark Slater

 2 Silver Jam Tickets - Jim Sellers

 $100 Howlands Gift Card - Robbie McKinney

 $100 Save a Lot Gift Card - Ed Steward

 We would like to Thank all who purchased
  Raffle Ticket/Tickets and special 

 “Thank You”
  to sponsors for prizes.  865353 All proceeds support local youth

OBITUARIES
LeRose Derringer

April 25, 2014

LeRose Derringer,
73, Live Oak, Fla.
passed away on

Friday, April 25, 2014. She
worked for the Department
of Corrections and attended
Luraville Baptist Church. 

She is survived by her
daughter: Rachelle (Bill)
Pope, Portsmouth, VA; four
sons: Robert Bailey, Live
Oak, Randall Bailey, Live
Oak, James Derringer,
Branford, Lawrence (Lin-
da) Derringer, Lakeland,
Fla.; one sister: Judith
(Doug) Allen, Live Oak;
one brother: Paul Westall,
Ohio; numerous grandchil-
dren and numerous great-
grandchildren. 

Please sign the guest
book at www.danielsfuner-
alhome.com

Daniels Funeral Homes
& Crematory, Inc., Live
Oak & Branford, Fla. in
charge of arrangements.

Ana Rivero
April 28, 2014

Ana Rivero, 63,
Live Oak, Fla.
passed away on

Monday, April 28, 2014.
The Havana, Cuba native
moved to Live Oak in 1997
from Miami, Fla. She was
co-owner/operator for Boli-
gan Farms in Live Oak and
was of Catholic Faith. 

Mrs. Rivero is survived
by her husband of 43 years:
Pedro Boligan, Live Oak;
two sons: Alexander
(Mayelin) Boligan, Live
Oak, Gabriel (Ana Lidia)
La Rosa, Live Oak; one sis-
ter: Zulema Rivero, Live
Oak; two brothers: Omar
Rivero, Live Oak, Dagober-
to Rivero, Live Oak; four
grandchildren: Melanie
Boligan, Alex Boligan, Er-
lach La Rosa and Justin La
Rosa all of Live Oak. 

Services will be held at
10 a.m. Thursday, May 1, at

St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church with Father An-
drezj Mitera officiating. In-
terment will follow in Live
Oak Cemetery. There will
be a Rosary held Wednes-
day, April 30 from 4:30-5
p.m. at Daniels Funeral

Home. 
Please sign the guest

book at www.danielsfuner-
alhome.com

Daniels Funeral Homes
& Crematory, Inc., Live
Oak & Branford, Fla. in
charge of arrangements.

Thank You
The family of Vivian Goodman would like to thank

everyone for their expressions of sympathy, phone calls,
cards, prayers, food, and many other acts of kindness dur-
ing the time of the loss of our loved one.

The Goodman Family

Theater of Grace is holding an open
casting call in Suwannee County 

Submitted

What: Open casting call,
all talent, all ages, all gen-
ders, all ethnicities, all posi-
tions 

When: May 5, 13, and 19 
How: To respond to the

casting call, or to apply to
be a crew member, please
email: casting@theaterof-
grace.com or call 386-688-
3651 to reserve your audi-
tion spot and to receive au-
dition material and instruc-
tions. 

Why: See below for full
press release 

Spread the Gospel for the
price of a movie ticket? Ab-
solutely. That is the point of
the film ministry of Theater
of Grace. 

Theater of Grace, an in-
dependent Christian media
ministry, is holding an open

casting call for one of the
Christian feature films they
are planning to begin pro-
duction on this summer. 

The ministry leaders, be-
ing local Suwannee County
residents, feel strongly that
Suwannee should be kept
clean and scenic, and they
are hoping to gain enough
support from the local com-
munity to keep the filming,
or at least a portion of it, lo-
cal. Filming in Suwannee
County would bring the
area positive publicity, and
would send out the mes-
sage that “Suwannee Coun-
ty is a great place to film.” 

Over 1,800 talented ac-
tors responded to their na-
tional open casting call, in-
cluding talent from Sher-
wood Picture’s recently re-
leased film, “Courageous”,
and from Spielberg’s recent
film, “Lincoln”. The film
could potentially bring in

talent from New York, Cal-
ifornia, Kentucky, Jack-
sonville, and Orlando,
though they would like to
fill as many roles as possi-
ble with local talent. There
will also be many local ex-
tra and volunteer crew
member positions avail-
able, and there are also sev-
eral potential opportunities
for local businesses to be
included as locations, if in-
terested. 

While Theater of Grace
can’t release too much
about the current project,
they can say that the mes-
sage of their films include a
strong presentation of the
Gospel message, with Jesus
as our only way of salva-
tion. Other themes in the
current film include the
Bible as God’s authorita-
tive word, the importance
of standing up for His ten
commandments, our

Protestant American her-
itage, and liberty of con-
science. Other themes ad-
dressed in other planned
films include God’s pur-
pose for marriage – one
man, one woman, forever;
God’s plan for our finances
and the importance of being
responsible with the means
He entrusts us with; His
Everlasting love, and His
eternal promises. 

Tax deductible gifts to-
ward this unique ministry
can be made online on their
Web site under the tab “Pro-
ject Greenlight”. (To
“green-light” a project is to
give it the go-ahead). Your
support of any size is valu-
able three fold, as it sup-
ports Christian filmmaking,
supports the spread of the
Gospel, and potentially sup-
ports a wonderful, rural,
scenic community we all
love. To give online, please
go to
www.theaterofgrace.com
and click on “Project
Greenlight”. To respond to
the casting call, or to apply
to be a crew member, con-
tact Lauren Mazzio by
email: casting@theaterof-
grace.com or by calling
386-688-3651 

Meetings are held on the second Monday of
each month, except in July and Aug., at the
Suwannee River Water Management District
Office, from 7-9 p.m.  The SRWMD office is
located on US 90 and CR 49, two miles east of
Live Oak. The public is cordially invited to at-
tend.

The mission of the FTA is to develop, main-
tain, promote and protect a continuous public
hiking trail the length of the state of Florida,
called the Florida National Scenic Trail, and
other side and loop trails, together called the
Florida Trail System. Further, they are dedicat-
ed to educating the public by teaching appreci-
ation for and conservation of the natural beau-
ty of Florida, and to provide opportunities for
hiking, camping and other outdoor experi-
ences. 

For further information, you may go to the
Florida Trail Suwannee Chapter website at:
suwannee.floridatrail.org, or Suwannee Meet-
Up Group at: www.meetup.com/suwannee-
FTA. You may also contact the Chapter Chair,
Irvin Chance, at andachance@msn.com or by
phone at 386-330-2424.

Florida Trail 
Association Suwannee

Chapter meetings 

 NOT HEARING WITH YOUR 
 CURRENT HEARING AIDS?

 865415

 352-547-4154  352-597-0853
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Viewpoints/Opinions

Suwannee Democrat

MYRA C.  REGAN
Publisher

JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat editorial board
are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and Jeff Waters, editor.

The Democrat Says is formed by that board.

BIBLE VERSE
“I know that my redeemer lives,
and that in the end he will stand
on the earth.” Job 19:25 NIV

1. Revitalize downtown Live Oak.

2. Continue work on Perimeter Road. 

3. Continue developing catalyst site. 

4. Update our LDRs and comp. plan to better protect
resources and plan for growth.

5. Wise use of tax dollars. 

Editorial objectives for 2014

Letters must contain your full name,
address, daytime phone number and
city of residence. Letters must reflect
issues of current interest to the gen-
eral public and be concise. Manage-
ment has the right to refuse any ma-
terial that it believes does not meet

standards of publication. 
Send submissions to:

nf.editorial@gaflnews.com or
Suwannee Democrat, PO Box 370,

Live Oak, FL 32064.

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Let me run through a few
good ideas. I think it's a good
idea for children to eat health-
ful, wholesome foods. In the
raising of our daughter, before-
dinner treats were fresh vegeta-
bles, and after-dinner treats
were mostly fruits.

I arrive at my gym sometime
between 4 a.m. and 5 a.m., at
least four times a week, to lift
weights and use the treadmill.
During the warmer months, the treadmill is substituted
by a weekly total of 40 to 60 miles on my bike. My ex-
ercise regimen is a good idea. Another good idea is to
wear a bike helmet while bike riding and wear a seat belt
when driving my car. Among many other good ideas is
the enjoyment of two, maybe three, glasses of wine with
each evening meal.

You say, "So what, Williams? What's your point?"
There's no question that all of those actions, with the
possible exception of the last, are indeed good ideas. As
evidence that my exercise regimen is a good idea, my
doctors tell me that at 78 years of age, I'm in better health
and conditioning than most of their male patients many
years my junior. My question to you is whether these
commonly agreed-upon good ideas should become the
law of the land. To be more explicit, should Congress en-
act a law requiring every able-bodied American to lift
weights four times a week and bike 40 to 60 miles each
week? Just look at all the benefits of such a law. Ameri-
cans would be healthier, and that would mean lower
health care costs. People would have a longer working
life. Men would have the strength to protect their women
and children folk from thugs. In a word, there would be
no downside to the fitter population that would come
from a congressional law mandating physical fitness
programs. We might title such a law the "Improving
American Health Act." The law would impose fines and
penalties on any able-bodied person not found to be in
compliance. What congressman would have the callous-
ness to vote against such a beneficial measure?

Needless to say, there would be attacks against the Im-
proving American Health Act, launched mostly by liber-
tarians, conservatives and some Republicans. These peo-
ple would argue that Congress has no constitutional au-

thority to enact such a liberty-
intrusive law. Their argu-
ments would be on weak
grounds. Our Constitution's
Article 1, Section 8 says,
"The Congress shall have
Power To ... provide for the ...
general Welfare of the United
States." Our Constitution fur-
ther empowers Congress to
enact the Improving Ameri-
can Health Act by its Article

1, Section 3 -- sometimes referred to as the commerce
clause -- which grants Congress the power "To regulate
Commerce ... among the several States." After all, good
health lends itself to more efficient interstate commerce
and a larger gross domestic product. Sick Americans ad-
versely affect interstate commerce and are a burden on
economic activity.

I have no doubt that people who don't want to see a
healthier America -- again, mostly libertarians, conserv-
atives and Republicans -- will bring suit before the U.S.
Supreme Court, arguing that Congress has no such au-
thority under either the general welfare clause or the
commerce clause. Would you prefer that Chief Justice
John Roberts Jr., speaking for a majority, concur by say-
ing, "This court is guided by the U.S. Constitution, and
we find no constitutional authority for the Improving
American Health Act, despite Congress' nonsense
claims alleging authority under the general welfare and
commerce clauses"?

Or would you prefer that Justice Roberts, speaking for
the majority, engage in mental contortions in which he
agrees that forcing people to exercise exceeds congres-
sional authority under both the commerce clause and the
general welfare clause but says the Improving American
Health Act is indeed constitutional under Congress' tax-
ing authority?

My bottom line question is: Should we be ruled by
what are seen as good ideas or by what's permissible by
the U.S. Constitution?

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at
George Mason University. To find out more about Wal-
ter E. Williams and read features by other Creators Syn-
dicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndi-
cate Web page at www.creators.com.

OPINION

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2014 Creators Syndicate

~~

The Constitution or good ideas?

I was born in Tampa and graduat-
ed from Robinson High School. Af-
ter high school, I Joined the Naval
Submarine Service and enjoyed a
four year tour of the world. I later
graduated from Hillsborough Com-
munity College in Tampa with an
AA in liberal arts while working for
Tampa Electric Company. I moved
to Suwannee County in 1980 and
continued my construction career
as a building contractor. In 2001, I
began teaching the building con-
struction program at Suwannee
High School and in 2003 moved the
program to Suwannee-Hamilton
Technical.

My wife and I have raised three
children in Suwannee County. My
oldest daughter, Miranda, works for
NASA in Mississippi; Sabrina is
living in Georgia raising our grand-
son and Charles is in Army Intelli-
gence and stationed in South Car-
olina raising two grandchildren.    

I was asked if I wanted to be a
teacher 28 years ago. I told the per-
son who asked me “heck no, no
way, forget it, I couldn’t handle it!”
My reason was that I probably
would have students like I was
when I was in high school. I am not
a career teacher like the majority of
formal educators. I have been a
business owner of a construction
company for over 32 years in
Suwannee County. I have always,
except when I was in high school,
had a great respect for teachers and
one of my strong beliefs is that “We
have the moral obligation to edu-
cate our children and others of our
society”. When Clyde Sperring
asked if I would teach a construc-
tion technology program at Suwan-
nee High School, I accepted the
challenge. After 14 years of teach-
ing students in Suwannee County, I
have learned many attributes of the
teaching profession: patience, love,
passion, frustration, joy and reward.  

Every teacher should have high
moral standards. Teachers should
be enthusiastic and have a passion
for passing on knowledge and
skills. When I was in high school, I
did not understand teaching and the
importance of education. As a busi-

ness owner and general building
contractor, I was continually teach-
ing construction practices, proce-
dures, materials, safety and man-
agement.  Educating employees is
critical to the success of any busi-
ness or organization. Teaching high
school and adult students is just as
critical to the success of our society.
I did not realize my passion and en-
thusiasm for teaching until I be-
came a formal public educator. I
learned why my children were suc-
cessful in school and how impor-
tant that education starts in the
home. My wife passionately taught
our children how to read before
they started preschool. My children
were always three to four reading
levels above their grade level and
they did not struggle in school.  Un-
derstanding that if I were to teach
with that same passion and enthusi-
asm as I did in private industry, my
students at SHTC would be suc-
cessful at learning what we teach. 

I teach because I believe in help-
ing accomplish our moral obliga-
tion. I also have the passion and the
enthusiasm to pass on the learned
knowledge and skills.

I believe we should teach both
basic and advanced academics
needed to be successful in life. I
also believe each student should be
exposed to technical skills and oc-
cupations that drive the economy of
our society. Everyone is gifted in
some way and everyone can find
something they would enjoy doing.
One of my favorite adages is “If
you work at something you enjoy
doing, you will never work a day in
your life.” I enjoy what I do, both
teaching and construction of build-
ings. I had several former students
that have learned basic construction
skills and are now working in the
construction industry. Some of
those students are pursuing college
and majoring in construction relat-
ed careers in engineering, architec-
ture, construction management and
building design. I teach because I
enjoy seeing the results of what is
being accomplished in our students
and the lives they build.

We accomplish the important

task of education through team ef-
fort. The team starts with the par-
ents at home joined by community,
state and federal government lead-
ers along with school boards, ad-
ministrators, teachers and commu-
nity volunteers. Of course the most
important part of the team is the
student. I like the mission statement
of our school that states “Our mis-
sion is to provide opportunities for
the development of qualified work-
ers for the job market; to upgrade
occupational skills to re-enter,
maintain, of advance employment
opportunities; and to enable stu-
dents to become self-sufficient and
self-confident, and to encourage
students to become highly produc-
tive citizens with positive values
and a strong work ethic.” I have al-
ways been a team player and I en-
joy the interaction with others. I
never built a building by myself and
the success of any project is de-
pended on everyone doing their
part. Same in education, we all have
shared responsibility towards our
stated educational goals, because
we are building our future. I enjoy
teaching because of the network
that has developed with team play-
ers associated with my program and
the lasting relationships with my
students.  

All of this is “Why I Teach”. 

Why I teach
TEACHER PROFILE

Robert Makela
Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center
Instructor of building construction technology

GUEST COLUMN

By Jerry Scarborough, 
Superintendent of Schools

Below are our topics of inter-
est for this edition of the School
Talk news column:
1) Pre-K screenings

We successfully screened 151
children recently during our an-
nual Pre-K screenings, which
was administered by Florida Di-
agnostic and Learning Re-
sources System (FDLRS) and
Suwannee County School Board’s Student Services De-
partment staff.  We also screened 17 children between the
ages of 6 months to 3 years.  We would like to extend a spe-
cial thanks to Amber Newsome, with FDLRS, for organiz-
ing the screenings.
2) Suwannee High School (SHS) Brain Bowl Team

Congratulations to our SHS Brain Bowl Team for win-
ning the 2014 Division III State Championship for the
Commissioner’s Academic Challenge held recently in Or-
lando.  We watched with a great deal of pride as our SHS
Brain Bowl Team won the state championship for a second
year in a row. Members of the winning team are as follows:

Jacob Hendry Zac Messcher
Matthew Hendrick Brian Barker (alternate)
Kevin Herron
During the 29 years of the Brain Bowl Tournament, SHS

has achieved a remarkable degree of success, winning first
place in their division a total of 16 times. Special thanks to
Michael Pate, SHS Academic Team Coach, who has
coached 15 of the 16 championship teams.
3) Klausner training

Klausner Lumber One is in the process of locating a
sawmill within our community.  At peak production, the
sawmill will employ over 350. Suwannee-Hamilton Tech-
nical Center (SHTC) hosted Klausner on April 4-5. Over
400 people from Suwannee and surrounding counties at-
tended the various informational sessions presented by
Klausner. SHTC looks forward to providing training for
Klausner employees.
4) Minority teacher recruitment

As a part of the District’s Minority Teacher Recruitment
Plan, District representatives have been attending various
college career fairs and events. Dr. Bill Brothers, director of
human resources, and Kecia Robinson, TSA/migrant cur-
riculum specialist, also attended the teacher fair at Bethune
Cookman College and an event at the University of North
Florida.
5) Suwannee Elementary School AIM recognition 

Our AIM students at Suwannee Elementary School
(SES) enjoyed a meteorology presentation from Casanova
Nurse, Chief Meteorologist for WTXL/Channel 27 recent-
ly. For the past 10 weeks, the AIM students have studied
meteorology. Our AIM students were also recognized with
a luncheon at SHTC for writing their own book pertaining
to meteorology. Special thanks to Becky Carter, teacher at
SES, and Joyce Warren, parent liaison consultant, for coor-
dinating the successful recognition of our AIM students.
6) End of Course (EOC) exams

Jim Wilson, teacher/math department chair at Suwannee
High School (SHS), and other SHS math teachers present-
ed a very unique concept on how to prepare students for
EOC exams. The SHS auditorium was converted into a
game show environment, and SHS students competed in
various EOC math exam questions. The students were able
to demonstrate their ability to solve math questions. Special
thanks to Jim Wilson, SHS math teachers and Ted Roush,
principal of SHS, for providing an outside the box way to
prepare for the EOC exams.

Your comments and suggestions are needed on how we,
as a school district, can better serve our parents and stu-
dents.  Please feel free to contact me. I can be reached at the
following:

Email: jascarborough@suwanneeschools.org
Home Phone: (386) 362-3463
Cell Phone: (386) 362-8037
Work Phone: (386) 647-4600
District Website: Superintendent Feedback Link
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 Suwannee Health Care Center   is a 
 com-prehensive skilled nursing facility, 

 short-term rehabilitation and respite care center with 
 18 Private Suites. We are known and recognized as 

 a five star facility by the State of Florida.

 18  Private Luxury Suites Available
 The Care You  Need to Get Back Home

 We can be your bridge from hospital to home

 •  Physical Therapy
 • Speech Therapy
 • Cardiac Therapy
 • Vita  Stim Therapy
 (for swallowing issues)

 • IV Therapy

 • Occupational Therapy
 • Respiratory  Therapy
 • Stroke Rehab
 • Orthopedic  Services
 • Hospice Care
 • Respite Care

 Specialized Programs Include:

 • Complete Medical and Pain Management

 1620 Helvenston Street, S.E. • Live Oak, FL 32064
 Phone: (386) 362-7860 • (386) 362-4417

 Why leave Suwannee County when 
 you can have local doctors at a five 

 star facility close to home?

 SUWANNEE RIVER READINGS
 Branford 2014

 863407

 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea level.

 4/21/14.............................27.57

 4/22/14.............................28.02

 4/23/14.............................28.46

 4/24/14.............................28.87

 4/25/14.............................29.23

 4/26/14.............................29.51

 4/27/14.............................29.82

 4/28/14.............................29.92

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

 845992

 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm

 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

Representative Porter and the Florida House of Representatives

Commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the
Florida Highway Patrol

Representative Elizabeth
Porter and Florida House of
Representatives recognized
the Florida Highway Patrol
for 75 years of service to the
residents of Florida recently.
Representative Porter Spon-
sored HR 9043 that was
adopted by publication in the
House Journal. This recogni-
tion ceremony was attended
by several FHP officials sta-
tioned in Tallahassee as well
as Lake City. 
Representative Porter also

recognized from the House
Floor, retired Captain Ken-
neth Boatright, who began
his career with the FHP in
1956, his son, Lieutenant
Kenneth Mark Boatright, and
his son Corporal Kenneth
Mark Boatright, Jr. The Boa-
trights represent three gener-
ations with careers of service
with the Florida Highway
Patrol.   
In addition, in the Capitol

Courtyard, the FHP provided
an original 1940 patrol car as
well as the new Dodge
Charger, which is currently
in use.

SRJ to honor U.S. Troops and collect 
food for the needy with your help

Fans of the Suwannee
River Jam, set for April
30 - May 3 at The Spirit
of the Suwannee Music
Park in Live Oak, Fla.,
can help others and
enjoy great country
music! Tickets still
available online or you
may purchase them at
any S & S Food Store
through Monday, April
28, where you will find
the lowest prices on SRJ
tickets. Gates open
Tuesday, April 29 at noon
with higher ticket prices
so get yours now! Don’t
forget your Soap for
Soldiers items and non-
perishable food for Love
INC!

It’s almost Suwannee
River Jam (SRJ) time
(April 30 - May 3), and

The Spirit of the Suwan-
nee Music Park (SOSMP)
in Live Oak, Fla. wants
your help in supporting
our troops and local folks
in need.
This year the first annu-

al Soap for Soldiers will
be held to support our mil-
itary troops. The SRJ
Team believes in support-
ing America’s military and
will send overseas care
packages of soap, sun
screen, wipes and other
small, packaged personal
items to help the United
States Military troops who
put their lives on the line
every day to serve our
country. Help others by
bringing these items when
you come to the SRJ!
Also, please sign a card,
drop it off unsealed at the
collection site. We will
send these inspirational
messages to our soldiers
thanking them for their

service to the USA.
Non-perishable food

items will also be collect-
ed and distributed through
Love INC (Love In The
Name Of Christ) during
the SRJ. Bring five or
more canned goods or
packaged non-perishable
foods to the tent with the
Love INC sign and receive
the Official 2014 Suwan-
nee River Jam Poster
while supplies last! Love
INC volunteers will be
there to gladly accept your
donations. Your contribu-
tions will be gratefully ap-
preciated by Love INC
and those who receive this
much needed food. Direc-
tions to the reception areas
for these items will be giv-
en at the gate.
Want to see 2014’s SRJ

national country artists
Brantley Gilbert, Mont-
gomery Gentry, Justin
Moore, Charlie Daniels &

band, Chris Cagle, Colt
Ford, David Nail, LoCash
Cowboys, The Mavericks,
JJ Lawhorn, The Lacs and
some 31 other artists and
bands perform? What!
You don’t have your tick-
ets yet!!!! Tickets for the
April 30 - May 3 SRJ are
still available at
www.suwanneeriverjam.c
om, www.musi-
cliveshere.com, by email
at spirit@musi-
cliveshere.com or at any S
& S Food Store where you
will find the lowest prices
on SRJ tickets through
Monday, April 28. Tickets
go up when the gates open
Tuesday, April 29 at noon!
You may also make reser-
vations for RV parking,
cabins, primitive camping
or camper parking at the
SOSMP at these same
websites or email and by
calling the SOSMP at 386-
364-1683.
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Helping adults with disabilities 
In 2011, The Arc North Florida
started the AWD program in
Branford, which allowed them to
serve adults that do not have the
ability to attend The Arc’s Day
Training Center in Live Oak.

Harry at last year’s tournament event with Arc volunteer Shelley Hill.

Submitted 

Looking at the Adults with Disabilities Grant
(AWD) program from the inside out can be an eye
opener for the community. The AWD program in
Suwannee and Hamilton counties is managed by The
Arc North Florida, a non-profit organization that pro-
vides advocacy and services to adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities in five of the North
Florida counties. The program is focused on helping to
meet some of the needs of people with disabilities in
the area that receive limited benefits from the state.
One of the people that participates in the AWD pro-
gram is a young man from Branford named Harry.
Harry Smith is 26 years old and is described by his

family as a caring and inquisitive person. His mother,
Kathy says “those who know her son adore his gentle
and positive nature. Harry enjoyed his years in the
public school system, as it gave him friends and activ-
ities to look forward to.” At 21 years old, Harry grad-
uated from school, but could not find his “personal
space” in his community.
In 2011, The Arc North Florida started the AWD

program in Branford, which allowed them to serve
adults that do not have the ability to attend The Arc’s
Day Training Center in Live Oak. This outreach pro-
gram has been successful in offering 10 adults from
the Branford and Mayo areas the chance to find
friends and enjoy outings with other people their age.  
“We all have our lives, and people in our life, and

this opportunity has given Harry his own life and peo-
ple,” commented Harry’s mother. 
The staff welcomes adults like Harry whole heartily

and the activities and events are tailored to help them
excel in their abilities rather than their disabilities. 
The Arc North Florida has to be creative to find new

sources of funding to be able to provide their services
and their upcoming Benefit Golf Tournament on May
2 is one of those events.  According to Janet Sampson,
the agency’s Development Assistant, “The tournament
gives us the opportunity to bring together community
members and The Arc clients for a day of fun.”   
At last year’s tournament, Harry and his friends

were able to putt on the putting green and Harry had
such a blast that he told his older brother, who also en-
joys the game, that “golf is much harder than it looks”.
Sampson indicated that Harry’s mother believes that

public support of The Arc is of great importance to her
family, not only for the financial survival of The Arc’s
programs, but for the people it supports. 
For more information about The Arc North Florida

or the upcoming golf benefit, you may call Janet
Sampson at 386-362-7143 ext. 5 or by emailing
jsampson@arcnfl.com. The 4th Annual Benefit Golf
Tournament is Friday, May 2. Visit
www.arcnfl.com/golf. 

Rally for high test scores

Branford Middle School students passed their agrotechnology industry certification test in early March. The test is facilitat-
ed through Florida Farm Bureau. From left, Arley Bryant, Kylie Ogden, Madison Lloyd, Taya Engle, Colt Frierson and Leah
Trice. Photo: Alicia Samperio

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

There was an
FCAT/EOC/Industry
Certification pep rally
held at Branford High
School in the BHS
gymnasium Friday,
April 11. Both varsity
and junior varsity
cheerleader squads
were there along with
the BHS band to per-
form and get students
motivated for the fol-
lowing week’s FCAT
testing.
“We did this pep ral-

ly just in time for
FCAT, EOC and Indus-
try Certifications,” said
BHS pep club sponsor
Misty Ward. “We also
took the opportunity to
recognize the students
who completed and

passed their industry
certification tests in
digital design and mid-
dle school agriculture.”
By grade, a few se-

lect students participat-
ed in some fun compe-
titions that included
pyramid cup stack,
“mad dog” and an ele-
phant trunk bottle
knock down. There
was also a sketch with
BHS Dean of Students
Carl Manna hosting a
game of Jeopardy with
several BHS faculty
members as “contes-
tants”. Suwannee
County Sheriff Tony
Cameron came by to
speak to the kids about
the importance of a
good education and en-
couraged them to do
their very best in
school. 

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH ANNUAL YARD SALE See page 4B
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Rally for high test scores

BHS junior Keysha Horn shows how it’s done. Swing that trunk and knock those bottles down. 

BHS Band brings the music.

“I’ll take ‘silly’ for $400, Alex.” From left, BHS teachers Angela Wood, Nancy Nielsen,
K.J.Wingate and Andrew Rains.

Toknowya Stover is about to play ‘mad dog’ and two boxes of Tic Tacs will be all over the
floor.

Suwannee County Sheriff Tony Cameron encourages students to do their best.  
- Photos: Andrew McGee

BAICM 
Spring Concert
The Branford Area Inter Church Min-

istries presents to you our “Spring Con-
cert” Saturday, May 3, at 6 p.m. at First
Baptist Church, Family Life Center, Bran-
ford. It is $5 in advance and $7 at the door.

Children under 12 are free. 
Featuring: The Sounds of Joy, The Re-

flectsons, Dominion, The Jackson Family,
Circle Cross Cowboy Band and Pastor
Charles Martin and Spiritual Nature. 
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Elementary School

2nd grade 3rd grade 4th grade 5th grade
A A A A
Jason Boatright Natalie Dunn Emma Rae Byers Madison Allbritton
Emma Dyal Cheyenne Lewis Lillian Cunningham Bridget Beaudoin
Jacob Ellison Chloe Smith Jordan Martin Lindsey Martin
Paul Gunter Bethany Wharton Aaron Lawhon Hanna Stout
Victoria Harris Matthew Jenkins Haileigh Miller Cheyenne Walker
Kelsie Howard Sydney Morgan Logan Glover
Gracelyn Lee Tyson Robinson
Brynna Norris Kenzie Wilson
Megan Riggs Caroline Zelan
Philip Robinson
Jaron Wilson

B B B B
Kevin Cribbs B.J. Kurz Jon’Naisha Brown Da’Mari Clayton
Katie Gilmer Jackson Law Delaney Fennell Harley Hutchins
Annemarie Wilson Dillon Norris Seth Metts

Foster Swain Grant Shattler

Middle and High School

6th grade 7th grade 8th grade 9th grade
A A A A
Hunter Allbritton Shayla Smith Natalie Allbritton Nathan Barker
Drew Bozeman Sarah Swindell Kaleb Lane Miranda Hill
Taylor Galloway Natalie Townsend Logan Martin Abby Mickler
Hannah Gamble Hannah West Cara Seaman Colt Seaman
Herman Gunter V Shelby Smith Brock Townsend 
Casey Hogan Katye Shattler
Joseph Mickler Madison Zelan
Chullain Norris
Todd Odom
Brandon Stephens
Joseph Townsend
Justin Wilson

B B B B
Roger Beaudoin Breanna Fernald Jarrett Wilson Will Bozeman
Joseph Brown Joshua Wharton Yurika Koguchi
Gage Clark David Lashley
Brent Cribbs Matthew Tucker
Blake Howard Elizabeth Young
Hayden Law
Thalia Sanders
Will Spradley
Braxton Thomas

10th grade
B
Sean Price
Kayla Wilson

Westwood Christian School

HONOR ROLL
Third nine weeks

Leadership conference and meetings
with Florida congressman and senator
In addition to attending the 29th Management and Lead-

ership Conference and the 10th Annual National Hospice
Foundation Gala, Haven Hospice leadership met with
Congressman Ted Yoho and Senator Bill Nelson to discuss
policies regarding end-of-life and palliative care. 
The leadership team that represented Haven Hospice in

Washington D.C. included Haven Hospice President Tim
Bowen and Vice President of Community and Govern-
mental Affairs Jim Poole. Two Haven Hospice Cooperate
Advisory Board (CAB) Members also joined the president
and vice president on the trip. 
Suzanne Norris, Haven Hospice CAB member, is also

the regional vice president at TD Bank in Lake City. Eric
Godet, CAB member, is also the CEO and president of
Godet Industries International in Gainesville.
About Haven Hospice: Haven Hospice is your not-for-

profit community hospice organization providing services
since 1979 and licensed in Florida since 1980. Haven is
North Florida's expert in end-of-life and palliative care, re-
ceiving national recognition as a Circle of Life Award Re-
cipient from the American Hospital Association for its ex-
cellence and innovation. Haven has also been recognized
as a Florida Pacesetter for its leadership in promoting ad-
vance directives. For more than 35 years Haven has had
the honor and privilege to serve more than 68,000 patients
and families in North Florida. For more information, visit
www.havenhospice.org or call 800-727-1889. 

Haven Hospice
leadership visits
Capitol Hill

Haven Hospice Board Member Suzanne Norris, Haven Hos-
pice Vice President of Community and Governmental Af-
fairs Jim Poole, Congressman Ted Yoho and Haven Hospice
Board Member Eric Godet.

Where: The Branford Woman’s Club
26811 SR 247, next to Branford Elemen-

tary
Bake sale, arts and crafts vendors. 
Bring the family for food, fun and fel-

lowship.
Interested in renting a table for yourself?

Contact: Elaine at 386-935-6854 or Ste-
vie at 386-935-9276 or Shirley at 386-935-
4211.
Vendor sign up deadline is Wednesday,

May 14.
Sponsored by The Branford Woman’s

Club, a not for profit organization. 

Spring Fling
Saturday, May 17, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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 (386) 688-7488
 861015

 THE VILLAGE ATTIC
 SELF STORAGE  in Dowling Park

 Climatized/Insulated/Fenced

 “Everyone needs an Attic”

North Florida’s country artist JR Hernandez
to play Suwannee River Jam May 3

This former Bell, Fla.
singer/songwriter/musician
now lives in Nashville as
he works to become a
nationally known artist.

North Florida country singer and musician Javier “JR”
Hernandez, 19, will be living his dream May 3 when he
returns home from Nashville to perform on The Suwan-
nee River Jam (SRJ) stage. The SRJ is held April 30 -
May 3 at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park in Live
Oak.

This will be JR’s second year in a row performing at
the SRJ. Last year JR, now a former resident of Bell,
where his family remains, was among the winners of the
SRJ Audition and played on the Amphitheater stage. This
year he was invited to return home to perform May 3.
He’ll perform on the same stage where Montgomery
Gentry, The LACS and JJ Lawhorn will perform Thurs-
day night and more than 30 others will perform during
the weekend of the SRJ .

“Hopefully I’ll be coming in on Wednesday and re-
main for the entire weekend,” JR said during a phone in-
terview from Nashville about his first homecoming since
August of 2013. 

This determined Music City resident is well known
throughout North Florida from his lifetime of perfor-
mances everywhere he could convince anyone to let him
sing. JR always has one thing on his mind - making it as
a country singer.

A teenager who has been playing guitar and singing in
contests across North Florida since he was a child, he is
quick to say it’s not easy living, working and trying to
start a music career in Nashville. 

“It’s definitely tough as far as getting my feet on the
ground and getting bills paid,” JR noted. “That’s what
I’m trying to do right now…it’s only my first year here,
and that’s what it takes.” 

Those who know JR know he means what he says, and
he lets nothing deter him from his dream. He says he’s
happy with his progress so far.

JR will play on the 1st Street Music Stage/Budweiser
Party Zone in the Amphitheater Saturday, May 3, at 3:15
p.m. at the SRJ. You might just hear a couple of the new
songs he’s written in Nashville. 

“I’ve been writing some lately, about a half dozen that
are all originals,” he points out. 

JR suggests it takes longer for him to write songs than
other songwriters. But, he heads over to the Douglas
Café in Nashville on Tuesday nights where musicians
and songwriters can take the stage and show off their
original work. Since arriving in Nashville, he’s also per-
formed at the Commodore Grille’s songwriter’s nights,
other venues, played guitar for a friend from Florida who
had booked a week of gigs in Nashville, performed at

several festivals and frequently serenades his co-workers
with his new original songs to test his writing ability. So
far, so good, he says! And, JR has made many new
friends in the music business and through church.

Moving to Nashville was not a whim, it was a careful-
ly planned move after he graduated from Suwannee-
Hamilton Technical Center’s auto mechanics class just
after his 18th birthday in 2013, giving him a method to
make a good living while pursing his musical career. The
only hitch was he auditioned for and won a spot to per-
form during the SRJ so he stuck around for that much de-
sired experience that received rave reviews. Shortly af-
terwards, he entered the WQHL North Florida Texaco
Country Showdown at the SOSMP and became a finalist.
When he competed in the Showdown Finals in August of
2013, there was only one winner, and a friend of his won.
But, JR was packed and ready to head out to Nashville to
seek his dream, and that’s exactly what he did within a
few days. Luckily, he arrived in Nashville with a skill
and a certificate to prove it so he found a job right away

and began his dream of moving to Music City to pursue
his country music career.

While still in North Florida, JR Hernandez performed
at the SRJ, Texaco Country Showdown, Wellborn Blue-
berry Festival and was the 2010 overall talent winner at
the Suwannee County Fair. He’s played at a number of
Lake City contests and events, Mayo’s Pioneer Days,
Bradford Fest in Starke, played at and won local and
state-wide 4-H talent shows, played for the national ex-
tension agents congress and many, many more venues. In
Nashville, he’s a member of the 1,500 strong Nashville
Up and Coming Artists website where only Nashville
artists or Nashville recording artists are allowed to join
and promote and share their music and talent.

Check him out on YouTube and Facebook. But most
importantly, come out and see JR Hernandez perform
May 3 at 3:15 p.m. at The 2014 Suwannee River Jam.
Come cheer on this North Florida raised musician as he
seeks country music stardom. You’ll likely become a
lifelong fan.

Hernandez 

Suwannee Valley Humane
Society, Inc Animal Shelter

and Thrift Store

1156 SE Bisbee Loop,
Madison, FL 32340

Phone: (850) 971-9904

Directions: From US 90
in Lee, Florida: take CR
255 South, go 2 miles, turn
right onto on Bisbee Loop;

Coming from I-10: Exit
262, turn North on CR 255,
toward Lee, go ¼ mile, turn
left on to Bisbee Loop.

Spring fling
Saturday, May 10, 2014

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

30th ANNIVERSARY
OF SVHS!!

Meet our residents!

Have Fun! 
Buy plants, clothes,

household items!
Enjoy Refreshments &

Baked Goods-Reasonably
Priced!
FREE ADOPTION DAY:

Large dogs and adult cats
over 1 year old only.

Contact us for details or
to donate items 

Email: suwanneeval-
ley@embarqmail.com
￼
Your Pets are welcome!

Please keep them on a leash
& under control at all times

Owners are solely re-
sponsible for the actions of
their pets

A Run for the Roses The Haven
Hospice derby dash 5K and festival 

DETAILS: Residents from the
Suwannee Valley and surrounding
communities are invited to spend the
morning with Haven Hospice and en-
joy the Kentucky-Derby themed Der-
by Dash 5k and Festival! The festival
will include family friendly activities
plus a car and truck show hosted by
Suwannee River Region/AACA Car
Club, Southern Knights Car Club,
Moonlight Cruisers, Lake City Cruis-
ers and the National Association of
Mustangs. The Lake Desoto Farmers
Market will also be open during the
event. Male and female race winners
will receive a bouquet of roses. The
$25 race registration includes profes-
sional chip-timing by Start 2 Finish
Race Management, a post-run meal, a

chance to win overall awards and
much more!  

Proceeds from this event will bene-
fit the unreimbursed programs and
services provided by Haven Hospice
to the patients and families in the
Suwannee Valley area. To pre-register
for the 5k run/walk visit www.haven-
hospice.org/derbydash. Online regis-
tration will be open until Tuesday,
April 29 at 6:30 p.m. Attendees will
run/walk for free if they can raise
$100 or more. Registration will be
$30 the day of the event. 

For more information about this
family friendly festival or to become a
sponsor, please contact Stephanie
Brod at 352.271.4665 or
smbrod@havenhospice.org.

About Haven Hospice
Haven Hospice is your not-for-prof-

it community hospice organization
providing services since 1979 and li-
censed in Florida since 1980. Haven is
North Florida's expert in end-of-life
and palliative care, receiving national
recognition as a Circle of Life Award
Recipient from the American Hospital
Association for its excellence and in-
novation. Haven has also been recog-
nized as a Florida Pacesetter for its
leadership in promoting advance di-
rectives. For more than 30 years
Haven has had the honor and privilege
to serve more than 60,000 patients and
families in North Florida. For more
information, visit www.havenhos-
pice.org or call 800-727-1889.   

WHAT: Derby Dash 5k and Festival        
WHEN: Saturday, May 3/ Race start at 8 a.m.        
WHERE: Wilson Park, 778 NE Lake Desoto Circle, Lake City, FL 32055 
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 Morgan Family 
 Dentistry

 Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants
  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics

 A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D
 Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D

 Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D
 Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available

 Now with 2 convenient locations Now with 2 convenient locations

 www.morgandentalgroup.com www.morgandentalgroup.com
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 Advent Christian Village           Advent Christian Village          
 10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                      10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                     
 Dowling Park, FL 32064 Dowling Park, FL 32064

 386-658-5870 386-658-5870
 313 N Jefferson St                      313 N Jefferson St                     
 Perry, FL 32347 Perry, FL 32347
 850-584-2674 850-584-2674

Remarkable and forever young at 95

Eumera Taylor.

By Johnny Bullard, correspondent 

“May God’s blessing keep you always
May your wishes all come true
May you always do for others
And let others do for you.

May you build a ladder to the stars
And climb on every rung

May you stay—Forever young.”

The lyrics to the classic  “Forever Young” written  a
number of years ago by the great folk singer and song-
writer, Bob Dylan, along with professional colleagues,
Joakim Bouaziz and Kevin Savigar, do more than ade-
quately describe one of the great ladies of our region, Mrs.
Eumera Harrell Taylor, Live Oak, age 95.
In today’s world, there is a lot of talk about wellness,

having a more positive outlook on life and greeting each
day as a gift with a joyful hello. The individuals who are
telling about this joyful outlook and who are writing about
it, and inspiring us each day, have, for the most part, not
been through many of the struggles and challenges in life
that one faces when one has lived for 95 years. 
The Great Depression, the Second World War, losing

loved ones, parents, siblings, a husband, a child and a
grandchild. She’s been through a lot of adversity in her
life, and, yet, with a smile on her face, and joy in her ex-
pression, she continues to greet each day as a gift from her
Creator. She goes on and does it with a great flourish; a
flourish that touches and inspires us.
She was born in Live Oak on March 27, 1919, the

daughter of  the late Stephen and Alberta Weaver Harrell.
Her father was a farmer who farmed in Suwannee County
and would go down south to Belle Glade and farm during
the winter time. He was a county commissioner.
Her mother, the late Alberta Weaver Harrell, was way

ahead of her time and was a career oriented lady, long be-
fore it became popular. She was a court stenographer. She
was tragically killed in an auto accident by a drunk driver.
As she told this story, I could see emotion come to the sur-
face of the face of Mrs. Taylor, but it only lingered there a
moment and on she went, as she said, “But that’s life,
Johnny. We have terrible things and wonderful things that
occur, but that’s life. Mine has been very blessed.”
She married the late Howard Taylor in 1942, and they

remained devoted to each other as husband and wife for
over six decades until his death in 2007. To their union
were born two children, a daughter, Jeanene Taylor Ro-
manchuck, Live Oak, a retired educator, and the late
Franklin Burt “Buzzy” Taylor.
Mrs. Taylor related that shortly after her marriage to the

late Howard Taylor who was a prominent farmer and busi-
nessman in the Live Oak area. He was drafted into military
service. Mrs. Taylor remembers the Second World War
and the day President Roosevelt declared war on Japan
and the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
“I was living with a family on Pine Street in Live Oak

and working for Helvenston Insurance Company and my
husband, Howard, was in the Army National Guard,” said
Taylor. “There was a popular song at that time, and part of
the lyrics was ‘I’ll Be Back in a Year, Babe.’ That didn’t
apply to Howard. The Second World War began and five
years later, my husband came home. I also had a brother,
the late William “Bill” Harrell who was a prisoner of War
in Germany during the Second World War. He came home,
too.
The war years were hard years for many, sad years, but

good years, too. Life as we knew it changed for everyone
during the Second World War and directly after.”
The years after the Second World War were spent with

Mr. and Mrs. Howard (Eumera) Taylor, working very hard
on the farm.  
“Almost everyone on the farm was working hard. Hard

work and more hard work,” said Taylor. “My husband was
a worker, never knew when to stop, and he was a wonder-
ful human being.”  
In addition to Mrs. Taylor’s work on the farm she

worked as an employee for the Suwannee County Clerk of
the Court for a number of years.
I can personally attest that the late Howard Taylor was

soft spoken, kind, compassionate and every inch a gentle-
man, and he enriched my life just by association as a
friend.
Mrs. Taylor found time during her busy life for other ac-

tivities. She was active in the life of her church, New Har-
mony United Methodist Church, which she joined in 1928.
She served on the board for Suwannee-Hamilton Techni-

cal Center and on the county zoning board, on the
Farmer’s Home Board, on the Suwannee County Hospital
Board, and on the Guardian Ad Litem Board. She is also
an active member of the Live Oak Woman’s Club, and she
loves her association with this group. She always looks
forward to their various activities, especially their annual
“Trash and Treasure” sale. She is right there and is a very
active participant.
“I love people,” she told me. “I always have, and I en-

joy getting out and visiting people and talking with peo-
ple.”
This zest for life, despite personal tragedies, has kept

this great lady going. 
“I worked hard. I loved people, and I see each day as a

new adventure,” Taylor said. 
Maybe some of the present wellness gurus need to take

a page from the amazing life of Eumera Harrell Taylor.
She seems to have the key to the secret of life and living
in her case, southern living. 
What a story, what an inspiration, what a life. What a

Lady.

“May you always be courageous,
Stand upright and be strong

And may you stay forever young.
May your hands be always busy,
May your feet be always swift,

May you have a strong foundation,
When the winds of changes shift,
May your heart be always joyful,
May your song be always sung,

And may you stay, Forever Young.”

EUMERA HARRELL TAYLOR 

Christian Mission In Action Ministries &
Youth Development Committee 

Annual Pre Mothers Day Luncheon
@John Hale Park and Recreation
Center of Live Oak, Florida 
To All Concerned; Partners/Sup-

porters/Donors

You are cordially invited to share,
participate, donate and be a part of
our annual community events this
year. Our goals are and has always
been to bring our Churches, Commu-
nity Organizations, Businesses, Local
Officials and The Communities of
Suwannee County and Surrounding
areas together to fellowship and serve
together in Unity and Pride. 

This year we would like to give
everyone the option to participate or
donate to the event of your choosing.
Below are the events that we are
sponsoring and with your help this
should be a very successful year
bringing our community together.
Please chose the event of your

choice and contact us early as prepa-
ration has to be made in advance
Thank you,
Contact: Audrey L. Howell, Presi-

dent (386) 364-4560
Otha L. White Sr.,   Youth Coordi-

nator (386) 364-1367

* Pre-Mothers Day Luncheon, May
10th @ Hale Park
* Pre- Thanksgiving Luncheon,

November 8th @ Hale Park
* Pre- Christmas Luncheon and

(Gift Giveaway), @ Coliseum 
* All Events Are 11 AM - 1 PM

Matthew 25:35-36 (New King
James Version) 35 for I was hungry
and you gave Me food; I was thirsty
and you gave Me drink; I was a
stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was
naked and you clothed Me; I was sick
and you visited Me; I was in prison
and you came to Me.’

Suwannee Amateur Radio Club 
First Tuesday, so-

cial at 6:30 p. m.,
followed by regular
meeting at 7, at its
club house, located
north of I10 &
US129, Live Oak.
Call for exact loca-
tion and directions.
Visitors are always
welcome!  The club
offers periodic test-

ing for your ham li-
cense.  The club's
web site is
www.suwanneearc.o
rg.  Amateur radio
operators (HAMS)
provide emergency
radio communica-
tions for those orga-
nizations involved in
emergencies like law
enforcement, hospi-
tals, shelters and the
American Red
Cross.  Contact the
club's president,
Ron, 688-4057,  for
more information.

Wildflowers and pollinators
Join UF IFAS Exten-

sion of Suwannee
County on May 15,
from 9-11:30 a.m. for a
presentation of various
wildflowers that do
well in North Florida.
Learn proper planting
techniques and take a
field tour. Participants
will be able to take

home wildflower
seeds or plants. The
event will be at Her-
itage Park and Gar-
dens at 1004 Helven-
ston St., Live Oak. For
more information or to
pre-register, contact
Kasey Bass or Carolyn
Saft at 386-362-2771
or csaft318@ufl.edu. 

Need help with your
Medicare costs?

Want to see if you can
save money on your pre-
scription drug costs?

Can't afford to have the
Medicare Part B Premium
come out of your check
every month?
Are you new to Medicare

and not sure of your op-
tions?
Whether you are a

Medicare beneficiary, fami-
ly member or caregiver,
SHINE, a volunteer pro-

gram under the FL Dept of
Elder Affairs, provides you
with free, unbiased and
confidential information.
For assistance, please call

the Elder Helpline at 1-800-
262-2243 to have a volun-
teer return your call or
come see us at:

Fri, April 18th               
10 a.m.-Noon     

Branford  Public Library
Wed, April 23            
1:30-3:30 p.m.          

Lifestyle Enrichment Ctr
(Lake City)
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SVTA board and Columbia County
commissioner, asked for their resig-
nations.

Williams told the Democrat he was
alerted to several news articles per-
taining to a William H. Steele detail-
ing convictions in military court from
2007. 

Bringing the past to light
Florida Department of Transporta-

tion Inspector General Robert E. Clift
said his office was conducting an au-
dit of funds provided by the state to
SVTA. 

“During the course of the audit, our
staff learned that William H. Steele,
the director of operations at SVTA,
had served in Iraq as a U.S. Army of-
ficer,” Clift wrote in an email to the
Democrat. 

Clift said staff later discovered
news articles about a Lt. Col. William
H. Steele, U.S. Army Reserves, that
included allegations of violations of
law and convictions in military court.

“We confirmed that William H.
Steele who was employed by SVTA
was the former U.S. Army officer by
contacting staff at the U.S. Discipli-
nary Barracks at Ft. Leavenworth,
Kansas, and comparing Social Secu-
rity number, date of birth and a pho-
tograph of the inmate that had been in

their custody,” said Clift.

Chairman Williams
Williams said the SVTA board

should have been made aware of
Steele’s military past and asked Pra to
resign since it was never disclosed.
Williams said he directed Pra to ask
Steele to resign as well. 

“I thought this cast a bad light on
SVTA and should have been shared
with the board,” said Williams. 

Resignation letters
In Steele’s resignation letter to Pra

dated April 21, he wrote, “It has been
an unbelievably rewarding experience
to have worked for and with you in the
remodel of this agency. You promised
me it would not be boring, and you
were so right.”

He continued, “As much as I have
enjoyed our work here, I am tendering
my resignation today, to be effective
Friday, April 25, 2014 at close of busi-
ness.”

Pra, who addressed her resignation
letter to Williams and the SVTA
board, recalled the accomplishments
under her administration. 

“The list of our accomplishments is
long, and we have an immense
amount of pride in the work we did
restoring the operations and the ad-
ministration of this public agency to a
well-oiled machine,” Pra said. “As

you know, the fiscal year 2013 finan-
cial audit was near perfect with no
findings, and the agency is in the black
for the second in as many fiscal
years.”

Pra further stated, “It is my belief
that I have accomplished everything
the board has asked of me, and I think
it is now time to turn over the man-
agement of SVTA to fresh and new
leadership.”

Pra stated in the letter she named
Teresa Fortner, a 20 plus year employ-
ee of the agency, the interim adminis-
trator until the position can be adver-
tised and filled. 

Although Pra stated she will vacate
her position today, she asked to be
able to use hours earned for annual,
sick and compensatory time through
Sept. 30 to assist her in getting to the
threshold of Medicare. 

“As I will be 65 in September, I
very much appreciate the payment of
my sick leave, as I never called in sick
the entire time of my administration,”
Pra stated. 

At the time of their resignation, Pra
was earning an annual salary of
$78,750, and Steele earned $70,000
annually.

The SVTA board met Tuesday night
to address the resignations, after press
deadline. See more in Friday’s paper. 

Several attempts to contact Pra or
Steele were unsuccessful. 

2 SVTA executives out
Continued From Page 1A

storms in the forecast through early Saturday, expect rain-
fall totals of two to three inches over our region, with lo-
cally higher totals possible.

The Florida Division of Emergency Management
(FDEM) officials urge those across North Florida to be
prepared for severe weather. Frequent lightning strikes,
high wind gusts, hail, tornadoes and flash flooding are
possible. 

“The same system that produced severe weather in
Arkansas will bring an increased risk for strong storms in
North Florida,” said FDEM State Meteorologist Amy
Godsey. 

Rivers update
From the Suwannee River Water Management District

Forecasts include predicted rainfall for the next two
days. Should the upper Suwannee and its tributaries get
rain significant enough to cause the rivers to rise again,
the effects will not be seen downstream for at least a
week. As it stands on Tuesday morning, the expected rain-
fall will prolong existing conditions rather than cause an-
other significant rise. Forecasts will become more certain
after the front has passed through this weekend.

“There is uncertainty about the amount of rain and
the areas of heaviest rain in the five-day forecast,” said
Megan Wetherington, senior professional engineer.
“White Springs and Suwannee Springs would be most
vulnerable to locally intense rainfall. The gauges fur-
ther downstream would not see effects until much lat-
er.”

The Suwannee at Dowling Park appears to be cresting
at a foot below flood stage of 50 feet. Luraville (flood
stage 37, crest near 41.9) can expect another two to three
inches of rise by today. Branford (flood stage 29, crest
near 30.9) is expected to rise another six to eight inches
before cresting on Saturday. Wilcox could rise another
foot by Monday, with a crest about a foot lower than 2009
flood expected. By mid-week, Manatee Springs should
crest just below flood stage, followed by Fowler's Bluff
with a crest near 6.7 feet, about six inches lower than the
2009 flood. 

Lower Santa Fe gauges are rising due to the Suwannee,
with a crest expected about six to teen inches lower than
the 2009 flood by Sunday at the Three Rivers and Hil-
dreth/129 Bridge gauges. Major flooding is occurring at
Three Rivers (flood stage 19, crest near 26 feet by Sun-
day). Since this is a backwater flood on the Santa Fe, the
effects become less and less upstream of Fort White. Blue
Springs and Ginnie Springs are open for swimming and
are beautiful right now. Flooding is not a concern in the
area around High Springs and in the upper Santa Fe above
O'Leno. 

Hamilton and Levy counties closed their boat ramps on
the Suwannee River due to high water. Idle Speed/No
Wake restrictions are being enforced by the FWC on the
Suwannee River from U.S. 90 at Ellaville to one mile be-
low the Fowler's Bluff boat ramp (Zones 1-4), and on the
Santa Fe River from O'Leno to the Suwannee confluence
(Zone 5). While there are no enforced restrictions above
Ellaville, boaters should be aware that there are rapid cur-
rents and debris which make for unsafe operating condi-
tions. Report boating violations to FWC dispatch at 1-
888-404-3922.

If severe weather is forecast in your area, be sure to fol-
low these important safety tips:

Ensure your NOAA All-Hazards Weather Radio is on
and programmed for your area or stay tuned to a trusted
local media outlet for the most current weather situation.
Ensure your disaster supply kit is prepared and heed all
instructions from local officials.

Know what you would do in the event of a severe thun-
derstorm or tornado watch or warning. If a tornado warn-
ing is issued for your area, seek shelter immediately in an
interior room, away from windows.

NEVER drive through flooded roadways as road beds
may be washed out under flood waters, and just one foot
of fast-moving flood water can move most cars off the
road.

If thunder roars, go indoors. If you can hear thunder,
you are close enough to be struck by lightning and should
seek shelter.

If a flood is likely in your area, you should:
Turn Around, Don’t Drown. If you see a flooded road-

way, turn around and take another route. Take your time
when traveling.

Be aware that flash flooding can occur. If there is any
possibility of a flash flood, move immediately to higher
ground. Do not wait for instructions to move.

Be aware of stream, drainage channels, canyons and
other areas known to flood suddenly. Flash floods can oc-
cur in these areas with or without typical warnings such
as rain clouds or heavy rain.

For additional information about severe weather in
Florida, and to Get A Plan, visit www.FloridaDisaster.org,
Follow FDEM on social media on Twitter at @FLSERT,
Instagram @FloridaSERT, Vine @FloridaSERT, Pinterest
FloridaSERT and Facebook at www.Facebook.com/Flori-
daSERT and www.Facebook.com/KidsGetAPlan.

Severe weather
possible today

Continued From Page 1A

Nashville country artist JR Hernan-
dez formerly of Bell. and Jaleyn
Jackson of Jacksonville. They will be
joined by SRJ Audition solo winners
Tenesha Moore, Brittney Hall, Kellen
Vincent, Steffanie Renae, Abigail
Carpenter, Jasmine Horton, Jolie
Crapo, Alyssa Billings and duo win-
ners George Aspinall & John Shilby.
SRJ Audition band winners Steven
Flowers Band, 309C Band and
Crewsn Myles Band will round out
the weekend‘s fantastic performers
ready to entertain country music fans.

Tonight in the Music Hall is coun-
try music galore all evening and the
Ms. Suwannee River Jam “Daisy
Duke Style’ and Ultimate Cowboy
will have a last call. The Music Hall
stage will feature Justin Case Band
tonight, Crosstyz Band Thursday
night, Band of Brothers Friday night
and Steven Flowers Band Saturday
night to close out each day.

Thursday evening on the 1st Street
Music Stage/Budweiser Party Zone
in the Amphitheater will feature JJ
Lawhorn, the LACS and Mont-
gomery Gentry beginning at 6 p.m.

Music will begin on this stage Friday
at 1:30 p.m. and include a Redneck
Wedding and Ultimate Cowboy finals
and super terrific winners of the SRJ
Auditions performing both Friday
and Saturday; the stage opens Satur-
day at noon with numerous artists and
events including a semi-final and fi-
nal for the Ms. Suwannee River Jam
“Daisy Duke Style“ competition. Be
sure to be there at 3:45 for a real treat
when harmonica master John Shilby
plays harmonica with master guitarist
George Aspinall. LoCash Cowboys
will own this stage on Saturday
evening when they will be the last
SRJ 2014 artists to perform for the
weekend.

The SRJ main stage Friday will
open at 6:30 p.m. with David Nail,
followed by Charlie Daniels and
Justin Moore. Saturday’s main stage
will open at 4:30 p.m. with Chris Ca-
gle, followed by The Mavericks, Colt
Ford and Brantley Gilbert.

For a complete SRJ schedule of
events, go to www.suwanneeriver-
jam.com and click on schedule or
pick up your SRJ tab (while supplies
last) when you arrive at the SRJ
which has complete schedule, artist

and SOSMP information to enhance
your stay during the SRJ.

If you would like more informa-
tion, contact SOSMP at 386-364-
1683 or make contact through the
above websites or email spirit@musi-
cliveshere.com.

The Spirit of the Suwannee Music
Park is located at 3076 95th Drive.

Time to Jam
Continued From Page 1A

Vivid Visions 
Yard Sale

Helping victims of
domestic violence

Saturday, May 10, 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Suwannee County Coliseum
Seeking gently used items.

They can be dropped off during
business hours at 506 Ohio Ave.
South (next to Suwannee Valley
Dental) now through May 5. For
furniture and large items please
call 386-364-5957 to make
arrangements or drop off at the
Coliseum the morning of the
sale. Thank you. 

They’re back! Gulf stur-
geon have begun their an-
nual migration back into
the Suwannee River, ac-
cording to Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) offi-
cials.

However, with the higher
water levels this spring, the
fish don’t seem to be jump-
ing as frequently as in pre-
vious years. As the river
levels drop, the jumping
frequency could increase.

People have been injured
in accidental collisions

with the large, armored
jumping sturgeon.

However, for the 2013
boating season, there were
no reports of boaters being
injured by them.

“But, even one person
getting hurt this year is one
too many,” said Maj. Andy
Krause, FWC regional
commander. “We want
people to be aware the stur-
geon are back in the
Suwannee and that the risk
of injury to boaters does
exist.”

A rash of encounters oc-

Sturgeon returning to the Suwannee River

A jumping sturgeon. 

curred in 2011. There were
at least seven encounters
with jumping sturgeon re-
ported on the river. Some
of those encounters injured
people.

FWC officers will be on
water patrol during the
summer months in a con-
tinued effort to educate
boaters about these jump-
ing fish. The FWC recom-
mends going slow to re-
duce the risk of impact and
to have more reaction time

if a jumping sturgeon is en-
countered. All boaters are
encouraged to wear their
life jackets at all times
while on the water.

These collisions aren’t
attacks. The fish aren’t tar-
geting boaters. They are
simply doing what they
have been doing for mil-
lions of years: jumping, al-
though biologists are un-
sure why sturgeon jump.

Biologists estimate the
annual population of stur-

geon in the Suwannee Riv-
er to be between 10,000-
14,000 fish, averaging 40
pounds. However, a few
exceed 170 pounds. They
can leap more than seven
feet out of the water. To add
to the seriousness of being
hit by one, the fish have
five rows of armor-like
scutes.

Adult fish spend eight to
nine months each year in
the river, spawning in May,
and then return to the Gulf

during the coolest months
to feed.

State and federal laws
protect sturgeon, just like
bald eagles, panthers and
sea turtles. Gulf sturgeon
cannot be harvested.

To report sturgeon colli-
sions, call 888-404-FWCC
(3922).

For more information
about the Gulf sturgeon, go
to MyFWC.com/Research
and click on “Saltwater”
then “Sturgeon.”
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Savvy Senior

How Medicare
Covers Your Eyes
Dear Savvy Senior,

What does Medicare cover when it
comes to eye care? I currently have good
vision insurance through my employer but
will lose it when I retire.

Looking Ahead

Dear Looking,
Many retirees are confused with what

Medicare does and doesn’t cover when it
comes to eye care. The good news is that
Medicare covers most medical issues like
cataract surgery, treatment of eye diseases
and medical emergencies. But unfortunate-
ly, routine care like eye exams and eye-
glasses are usually the beneficiary’s re-
sponsibility. 
Here’s a breakdown of how original

Medicare covers your eyes, along with
some tips that can help you reduce your
out-of-pocket costs.

Exams: Routine eye exams (sometimes
called “eye refractions”) that test for eye-
glasses or contact lenses are usually not
covered under Medicare, but you are enti-
tled to a yearly medical eye exam if you
have diabetes or are at high risk for glau-
coma. People at high risk include diabet-
ics, those with a family history of glauco-
ma, and older Hispanics and African-
Americans. 
Medicare will also pay for exams to test

and treat medical eye diseases and other
problems like macular degeneration, dry
eye syndrome, eye infections or if you get
something in your eye.

Eyeglasses and contact
lenses: Medicare does not pay for eye-
glasses or contact lenses, with one excep-
tion: If you have had a conventional in-
traocular lens inserted during cataract
surgery, Medicare will pay for eyeglasses
or contact lenses following the operation.
Otherwise, you are on your own. 
To find affordable eye exams or eye-

glasses, many retailers provide discounts –
between 10 and 30 percent – if you belong
to a membership group like AARP or
AAA. 
Also consider Costco Optical, which is

considered by Consumer Reports as the
best discount store for good eyewear and
low prices – it requires a $55 membership
fee. Walmart Vision Centers and For Eyes
Optical offer low prices too with no re-
quired membership. 
You can also save big by buying your

glasses online. Some online stores like
zennioptical.com, goggles4u.com and eye-

buydirect.com sell prescription eyeglasses
for as little as $7. To purchase glasses on-
line you’ll need your prescription and
pupillary distance from an exam, and your
frame size.  

Eye surgeries: Medicare covers most
eye surgeries including cataract surgery to
remove cataracts and insert standard in-
traocular lenses to replace your own.
Medicare will not, however, pick up the
extra cost if you choose a specialized lens
that restores full range of vision, thereby
reducing your need for glasses after
cataract surgery. The extra cost for a spe-
cialized lens can run up to $2,500 per eye.
Eye surgeries that are not covered by

Medicare include refractive surgery and
cosmetic eye surgery (such as eyelid
surgery) that are not considered medically
necessary.

Supplemental Insurance
Keep in mind that of the medical eye

care services that are covered by Medicare,
you’re still responsible for 20 percent of
the cost – Medicare pays the other 80 per-
cent. To help with this out-of-pocket ex-
pense, you may want to consider getting a
Medigap supplemental policy. 
If you can’t afford Medigap insurance,

check into EyeCare America at eyecaream-
erica.org. This is a national program that
provides medical eye examinations to se-
niors, age 65 and older, and up to one year
of treatment at no cost.

Advantage Option
Another way you can get extra vision

coverage when you join Medicare is to
choose a Medicare Advantage plan instead
of original Medicare. Many of these plans
– which are sold through private insurance
companies (see medicare.gov/find-a-plan)
– cover routine eye care and eyeglasses
along with dental, hearing and prescription
drugs, in addition to all of your hospital
and medical insurance. 
Or, if you choose original Medicare,

consider purchasing an individual vision
insurance policy
(see ehealthinsurance.com). These policies
cover routine eye care and eyeglasses and
typically run between $12 and $15 per
month.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Se-
nior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070,
or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a
contributor to the NBC Today show and
author of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Savvy Senior

Travel discounts available
to older travelers

Dear Savvy Senior,
What types of senior discounts are avail-

able to older travelers? My husband and I
are approaching retirement and love to
travel, but love to save money too.

Almost Retired

Dear Almost,
There is actually wide variety of travel

discounts available to older travelers – usu-
ally starting at either age 50, 55, 60, 62 or
65.                                                    
But, you first need to be aware that when

it comes to senior travel bargains, the “se-
nior discount” may not always be the best
deal. Hotels, airlines and cruise lines, for
example, offer advanced bookings along
with special deals and promotions from
time to time that may be a lower rate than
what the senior discount is. Always ask
about the lowest possible rate and the best
deal available.
With that said, here’s a breakdown of

some different senior travel discounts that
are available today.   

Club memberships: If you’re a member
of AARP, there are dozens of travel dis-
counts available on hotels, rental cars,
cruises and vacation packages. To find
them, see discounts.aarp.org/travel or call
800-675-4318. Annual AARP membership
fees are $16 or less if you join for multiple
years.
If you don’t like AARP, there are alterna-

tive organizations you can join like the Se-
niors Coalition or the American Seniors As-
sociation that offer discounts on hotels and
rental cars. 

Airlines: Southwest Airlines has the best
senior fare program in the U.S., offering
discounts to passengers 65 and older. Amer-
ican, United and Delta offer some senior
fares too but they are extremely limited. 

Trains: Amtrak provides a 15 percent
discount to travelers 62 and older, and a 10
percent discount to passengers over age 60
on cross-border services operated jointly by
Amtrak and VIA Rail Canada.

Bus travel:Greyhound offers a 5 percent
discount on unrestricted fares to seniors
over 62. Peter Pan, which serves the North-
east region of the U.S., offers the same deal.
Trailways, a privately owned bus company
also provides senior discounts but they vary
by location. And, most local bus lines and
public transportation offer discounted se-

nior passes.

Car rentals: Most car rental companies
offer 5 to 25 percent discounts to customers
who belong to 50-and-older organizations
like AARP. Discounts are also available to
AAA members. To shop around for the best
rental car deals use travel aggregator sites
like orbitz.com or kayak.com.

Hotels: Most hotels in the U.S. offer se-
nior discounts ranging between 10 and 30
percent off. Age eligibility will vary by ho-
tel. Hyatt offers one of the biggest dis-
counts, up to 50 percent off, to guest 62 and
older.

Cruises: Most cruise lines offer special
deals to AARP members. But, if you’re not
a member, discounts on some cruise lines
(like Carnival, Norwegian and Royal
Caribbean) are also available to passengers
55 and older. The best way to find these is
to contact a travel agent, or check with the
cruise line your interested in.

Restaurants: Senior discounts are fairly
common at mom-and-pop and family-style
restaurants, as well as fast food establish-
ments. The discounts will range from free
coffee, to drinks, to discounts off your total
order. Chains known for their senior dis-
counts or specials include Burger King,
Chick-fil-A, Church’s Chicken, Dairy
Queen, Dunkin Donuts, IHOP, Subway and
Wendy’s.

Entertainment: Most movie theaters,
plays, ballets, symphonies, museums, zoos,
aquariums, golf courses and even ski slopes
provide reduced admission to seniors over
60 or 65. If you’re over 62, you’re also eli-
gible for the popular “America The Beauti-
ful Senior Pass,” which provides a lifetime
entry to 2,000 national parks and recreation
sites. You can obtain this pass in person at
one of the federal recreation sites for $10, or
through the mail
(see store.usgs.gov/pass/senior.html) for
$20. 
To look for other travel discounts see se-

niordiscounts.com, a great website that lets
you search by location and category for
free.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Se-
nior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or
visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a con-
tributor to the NBC Today show and author
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Purple Hatters’ Ball adds its first ever pre-
party for the 2014 music festival May 9 - 11
It’s the first official onsite pre-
party in the 7-year history of
PHB taking place May 8. Other
firsts will be two campground
stages and a new yoga and
workshops program
Purple Hatter’s Ball announces its first official onsite

pre-party in its seven-year history. Kicking things off
Thursday, May 8, fans are invited to get settled in at Spir-
it of the Suwannee Music Park (SOSMP) a night early and
enjoy music from The Fritz, Monozygotic, Moon Hooch
and more. Pre-party tickets are available for $20 and in-
clude camping, music and all fees.
Purple Hatter’s Ball 2014 Artist line-up includes Beats

Antique, Emancipator Ensemble, The New Mastersounds,
The Motet, The Heavy Pets, The Floozies, The Nth Pow-
er, DubConscious, Space Capone, Rising Appalachia,
Greenhouse Lounge, The Fritz, Avis Berry Band & Scott
Campbell, Catfish Alliance, Locos Por Juana, Grandpa’s
Cough Medicine, Applebutter Express, Trial By Stone,
Ketchy Shuby, Stillwood, Cherry Royale, Shoes and
Laces, SPORE, Herd of Watts, Parker Urban Band,
Squeedlepuss ,Jason Lamar & the Rig, Jacksonvegas,
Love Chunk, Morning Fatty, Stereo Vudu, Flat Land, Hail
Cassius Neptune, Bells and Robes, DJ Ruby, MSNRA,
Parker Robinson, Universal Green, Yankee Slickers, Fam-
ato, The Silent Disco, Vlad the Inhaler, Sir Charles, Zak
tha Blak, Trillucination, LeGinge, Ellofunk, Combustible,
SethEdemik, Bit Deff, Mason Masters and Matthew Con-
nor.
The festival, taking place May 9 - 11, honors the mem-

ory of music festival lover Rachel Morningstar Hoffman.
The schedule unveils the addition of two campground

stages playfully pitting bands embedded in the Jack-
sonville music scene versus those from Gainesville. Fans
can watch them go head-to-head from noon to 8 p.m. Pur-
ple Hatter’s is also directing energy toward a new yoga
and workshops program including Acro Yoga, Partner
Thai Yoga Massage, Permaculture, a Natural Medicine
Panel; Reiki, Juicing 101, a drum workshop with Luke
Quaranta and Weddie Braimah of Toubab Krewe and
more. Festival goers will be treated to live art from 20
painters and have the opportunity to get down late at night

in the Silent Disco.
The most touching moment of the weekend comes from

Rachel’s loving mother, Margie Weiss (aka Mama
Margie), who leads an emotional Mother’s Day Ceremony,
celebrating her daughter’s memory.
Taking place in the spring, the SOSMP venue is a virtu-

al playground with endless fun and activities such as
swimming, canoeing, kayaking, disc golf, hiking, biking
and much more. The park also offers guest cabins, a gen-
eral store, a full-service restaurant and bar, showers and
water stations.
Tickets include three days of music, primitive camping

and all taxes and fees. The SOSMP is also generously of-
fering a deeply discounted cabin and golf cart rental pack-
age to Purple Hatter guests. Cabins are limited, so call
quickly to 386-364-1683. Advance tickets available for
$100 at www.PurpleHattersBall.com.
For more about The SOSMP or to find out more about

the many other exciting upcoming events at the SOSMP,
call 386-364-1683, email spirit@musicliveshere.com or
go to www.musicliveshere.com.
The SOSMP is located at 3076 95th Drive 4.5 miles

north of Live Oak.
************************************
Purple Hatter’s Ball Information:
www.PurpleHattersBall.com | www.RachelMorn-

ingstarFoundation.org
www.facebook.com/PurpleHattersBall
Twitter + Instagram: @PurpleHatters (#PHB2014 #Pur-

pAllDay #RachelHoffman)
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park Information:
www.MusicLivesHere.com
www.facebook.com/musicliveshere
Twitter: @SOSMP (#Suwannee #SOSMP)

Free English-speaking
and literacy classes

Provided by Columbia County School District's Career
and Adult Education Program. Where: Wellborn, Florida,
Unity of God Ministries, Inc., 12270 County Road 137
When: Every Thursday, 5:30 p.m.-8 p.m. Activities for
children will be provided. Please contact 386-755-8190
for additional information.
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 865404 601 E. Howard St. •Live Oak, FL 32064  Jay Wetzel
 President/Broker 865419

  V ISIT   WWW . LIVEOAKREALTYINC . COM   FOR   FULL   LISTINGS .

 B RING  Y OUR  RV’ S   AND  H ORSES   TO
 this well maintained property.  2BR/2BA. 4  acres. Very nice single 
 wide complete with a 10x30 addition that serves as an office/
 laundry room.  12x24 screened porch.  42x36 (3) stall garage.  
 Property is fenced and cross fenced has 3 RV hook ups.  

 Enclosed garage with a 10’ Carport addition would make a great 
 workshop.  18x26.   MLS# 86959  $98,500

 386-362-3402

 B EAUTIFUL  B RICK  H OME
 3BR/2BA. City Limits. Lots of room and space; updates to the kitchen featuring tile counter tops and  an 
 abundance of cabinet space that also includes a pantry.  A large utility room just off the kitchen p roviding 
 more storage area.  The home feature a formal living room, dining room, breakfast room and family 
 room.  A detached garage also provides space for a workshop and additional storage.  The roof and AC
 have been updated.  MLS#83936   $139,000
 C LOSE  T O  T HE  S PRINGS
 2BR/2BA.  5 Acres.  This is a great fixer upper at a great price.  You can sit in your yard and watc h the 
 planes from the Suwannee Belle Airpark!  With some cleaning and repairs this could be a really nice 
 home or weekend retreat.  MLS#87118  $38,000
 O WNER  F INANCING
 Outstanding opportunity to own a lot close to Itchetucknee and Suwannee River. MLS#86961  $6,500

which has been a major contributor to
sewer spills. The epicenter of local events
have primarily been associated with river
inflow and infiltration along the city’s 54-
inch gravity sewer main which transports
wastewater from sewer customers to the
city’s Withlacoochee Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant (WWTP).
The contract awarded includes the con-

struction of a 6.2-mile force main that will
replace the existing 54-inch gravity sewer
main that runs alongside the Withla-
coochee River, a new series of new pump
stations, a new headworks structure and a
6-million gallon flow equalization basin to
be located at the future site of a new
WWTP. This project will also provide the
first groundwork for the relocation of a
new wastewater treatment plant at the
same location.
In conjunction with the award of this

contract the city anxiously awaited receipt
of Design Build Proposals on April 29, for
construction of the new treatment facility
anticipated to be completed well before
the August 2017 EPD deadline and is ex-
pected to cost approximately $20 million.
The WWTP—which was not in a flood
zone when originally built—was severely
flooded and damaged during the 2009
flood event. The assessed level of damage
to the WWTP was actually a key factor in
obtaining the federal disaster declaration
by the president, a declaration that provid-
ed federal assistance to flood victims. The
city immediately sought FEMA’s assis-
tance and applied for funding for improve-
ments to the collection system and for the
relocation of the plant. While the city
awaited FEMA’s approval for funding, any
major improvements to the plant or other
projects related to the claim would jeopar-
dize possible FEMA funding for those pro-
jects. In anticipation of FEMA’s funding,
the city proactively acquired 75 acres of
land to relocate the plant to property out-
side the 500-year flood plain and at an el-
evation approximately 60 feet higher than
the existing plant site. After nearly three
years of navigating FEMA’s claims and
appeal process, the city was denied fund-
ing on Aug. 1, 2012, for the relocation of
the plant and construction of a new force
main project, which would have signifi-
cantly eliminated most sewer overflows.
The following week, the city awarded a
contract to design the force main project.
While design has been ongoing, the city
has acquired the needed right of way for
construction of the project. With the force

main bid now awarded, the city will now
review proposals and select the best pro-
posal for design/build for the relocation of
the WWTP. This could be awarded as ear-
ly as the June 5 Valdosta City Council
meeting.
In addition to this project, the utilities

department also has underway a multi-
year smoke testing program, to smoke test
the entire 300-mile sewer system over the
next four years. This program is utilizing
smoke tests to find-and-fix leaking sewers
which will help resolve storm water inflow
and infiltration into the sewer system that
contribute to sewer overflows in the low
lying areas of the city.
Finally, the utilities department has also

advertised for bids on two other critical
projects. One is the Phase 2 Lift Station
Rehabilitation/Replacement Project,
which will upgrade four existing older
stations as part of that multi-year pro-
gram. The other is Phase 3 of the Sewer
Manhole Rehabilitation/Replacement pro-
ject, also a multiyear program that up-
grades deteriorated manhole within the
sewer collection system. Phase 3 will
complete rehabilitation or replacement of
37 manholes.
Plans are in the works for another multi-

year program to begin rehabilitation of the
entire sanitary sewer system using pipe
and manhole lining technology. This will
eliminate the remaining sources of inflow
and infiltration into the sewer system. This
program will start on the largest diameter
pipe lines and work back into the sewer
systems smaller main. A funding plan for
this effort is being evaluated.
For more information, visit www.val-

dostacity.com/utilities, or contact the Pub-
lic Information Office at (229) 259-3548.

Valdosta awards $32 million contract
to resolve wastewater issues

Continued From Page 1A

Please join Suwannee County Schools
and the Professional Development Council
in honoring all of our schools’ honorees.
This will include the 2013-14 retirees,
school related employees of the year and
teachers of the year. Please join us in this
celebration for our honorees as we recog-
nize them for the achievements and mile-
stones they have accomplished. 
Location: Southside Baptist Church
10413 US Highway 129 South from

3:45 to 5:15 p.m.
25 retirees, 11 SREOY and 8 TOY will

be honored. 
Please come celebrate. 

Save the date - May 8
2013-14 schools retiree,

SREOY and TOY reception

Thanks for supporting our class at SHS. Pictured from left: Mariah Wolfe, Jesse Wolfe,
Luke Whittington and LaJonathan Williams. - Photos: Andrew McGee

A barbecue fundraiser was held Friday for Candy Vickers’ Exceptional Student class at
Suwannee High School. Thanks to the efforts of the Suwannee Correctional Institution and
Live Oak Police Department. The barbecue included a pork sandwich lunch.

Supporting Mrs. Vickers’ Class
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