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Due to an abun-
dance of wild hogs
on portions of Aucil-
la and Blackwater
wildlife management
areas in Northwest
Florida, the Florida
Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Com-
mission is encourag-
ing hog hunters to
take part in Small
Game Area (SGA)
hunts during the
coming months in an
effort to reduce num-
ber of hogs.

Five hog-dog hunts
on the Aucilla SGA
are set for May 13-15;
June 10-12; July 8-10;
Aug. 12-14; and Sept.
9-11. There will be 10
hunts on the Black-
water SGA: May 6-8;
May 20-22; June 3-5;
June17-19; July 1-3;
July 15-17; Aug. 5-7;
Aug. 19-21; Sept. 2-4;
and Sept. 16-18.

Quota permits will
not be required for
any of the hunts.
Hunters need only a
hunting license and a
management area
permit.

Both still hunting
and dog hunting will
be allowed during
the day. Hog dogs
will be legal to use
during the night
hunts.

There will be no
size or bag limits on
hogs. Live hogs may
not be removed from
the area.

Hog hunting has
been allowed on
both areas for several
years during other
hunting seasons. Be-
cause of the large
population of wild
hogs on both areas,
the FWC has estab-
lished these manage-
ment hunts and giv-
en hunters more hog-
hunting opportunity.

FWC 
offering 

additional
hog-hunting
opportunities

Louisiana, Washington,
Colorado, Wyoming,
Delaware, Wisconsin,
Ohio, Illinois, Texas,
Oregon, Iowa, Hawaii,
New Hampshire and
Missouri. 

For a high school bas-
ketball player, the award
is the second highest
honor a player can get
nationally, only behind
being named a McDon-
ald’s All-American.      

The awards cap a re-
markable career for
Macklin, who was also
named to the Class 2A
All-Tournament team,
the state’s Class 2A Play-
er of the Year and fin-
ished third in the Miss
Basketball state award.     

Macklin, who signed a
letter of intent with
Southern Illinois, fin-
ished the season leading
the Hornets with 29
points, 2.6 assists 7.0 re-
bounds and 2.4 steals
per game and finished
her seven-year career
with 2,556 points, while
averaging 29.7 points,
12. 7 rebounds and 4.3

assists per game.   
“I feel like I have ful-

filled everything and
met all my expecta-
tions,” Macklin said af-
ter signing her letter of
intent with SIU. “Now
it’s time to experience
that next level and do
the same things now on
the college level.”   

Macklin was quite ex-
cited about her selection
to the team and left this
on Facebook, “Gosh I’m
blessed to be a part of
the 2011 Parade All-
American High School
team in Sunday’s maga-
zine issue.”

Lafayette coach Jim-
my Blankenship said
Macklin deserves it.

“What an honor, very
proud of what she has
accomplished,” he said.
“This shows what hard
work, desire, determina-
tion does for you.”

Her SIU coaches were
also proud of her accom-
plishment as well and
can’t wait to get her on
campus saying ‘you’re
just awesome girl’ and
‘we’re proud of you Car-
taesha’.    

Macklin a Parade 
All-American
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ture – as part of 7,429 local FFA chap-
ters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands. The National FFA
Organization changed to its present
name in 1988 in recognition of the
growth and diversity of agriculture
and agricultural education.

Without the efforts of highly dedi-
cated individuals, thousands of
young people would not be able to
achieve success that, in turn, con-
tributes directly to the overall well be-
ing of the nation. The Honorary
American FFA Degree is an opportu-
nity to recognize those who have
gone beyond the valuable daily con-
tributions to make an extraordinary

long-term difference in the lives of
students, inspiring confidence in a
new generation of agriculturists.

The FFA mission is to make a posi-
tive difference in the lives of students
by developing their potential for pre-
mier leadership, personal growth and
career success through agricultural
education. The National FFA Organi-
zation operates under a Federal Char-
ter granted by the 81st United States
Congress, and it is an integral part of
public instruction in agriculture. The
U.S. Department of Education pro-
vides leadership and helps set direc-
tion for FFA as a service to state and
local agricultural education pro-
grams. Visit www.ffa.org for more in-
formation. 

Lyons honored by FFA
at national convention
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trict...we are well repre-
sented with our commu-
nity college and what
it’s doing for our com-
munity and our kids.”

“We are your commu-
nity college,” Grosskopf
told the group. “Our re-
sponsibility is to be what
you need us to be, not
what we think a college
should be.”

Grosskopf went on to
explain a brief history of
community colleges.
NFCC, he said, was one
of the original six
schools created under a
1957 legislative measure
that created the commu-
nity college system.
NFCC became a part of
the system in 1958. He
added there are current-
ly three types of col-
leges; community col-
leges, colleges and state
colleges. 

“Currently, there are
probably only five or six
of us left that are com-
munity colleges. Our re-
sponsibility is to serve
people who live within
our six-county area,”
Grosskopf said. “We are
the smallest community
college in terms of size
in the state, smallest of
28. However, we have
the largest geographic
district. We serve six
counties. We have a big
district.”

Current enrollment at
NFCC is about 2400 stu-
dents. The typical stu-
dent is female, 27 years
old, 2.2 kids and works
20 to 30 hours a week, in
addition to going to
school, Grosskopf said.

“We are two-thirds fe-
male,” he said. “So if
you know a woman
who’s thinking about

going to college, you can
say it’s two-thirds fe-
male. You’ll feel safe,
you’ll feel welcome. If
you know of a guy
who’s thinking of going
to school, you can say
it’s two-thirds female.
You can’t lose the way
you market this,” he
added, which drew
laughter from the audi-
ence. 

NFCC had a 9.7 per-
cent enrollment growth
since last year and an
18.9 percent growth over
two years. Lafayette
County contributes
about five-and-a-half
percent of overall enroll-
ment at NFCC, accord-
ing to Grosskopf. Fifty-
two percent of the stu-
dents are working to-
ward an AA degree and
then going on to a state
university.

This year 30 Lafayette
County students earned
222 dual enrollment
credit hours, which is a
program where quali-
fied students can take
college courses while
still in high school.
Upon successful com-
pletion they get the col-
lege credit for it and it
satisfies the high school
graduation requirement.
The dual enrollment
program saved their
families almost $20,000
in tuition fees, he said.

“It doesn’t cost the
student anything. It’s a
fantastic deal,” Groskopf
said.

One challenge facing
community colleges,
Grosskopf said, is that
funding is declining
while enrollment is
climbing, so some cuts
have been made, howev-
er, NFCC is dedicated to
keeping those cuts invis-

ible to the students. An-
other big challenge he
stated is that state-
matching college fund
donations have suffered
for the past three years
because the state hasn’t
paid their match due of
lack of funds.

“Donation dollars
coming into our founda-
tion are down almost 60
percent,” Grosskopf
said. “We only have
about 30 percent of
available scholarship
dollars that we did be-
fore the recession start-
ed.”

College readiness was
another subject he spoke
about, stressing that su-
perintendents needed to
assure that their high
school students were
prepared to enter college
to avoid remedial cours-
es and turning a two-
year college program
into a three-year pro-
gram.

“Encourage the stu-
dents to take the tough
courses,” he said. 

Need-based financial
aid and workforce readi-
ness were two other ar-
eas of concern, he said,
that affect rural stu-
dents.

NFCC is one of Amer-
ica’s top 50 colleges, ac-
cording to Washington
Monthly magazine’s
2010 college rankings
edition. The 2010 Com-
munity College Survey
of Student Engagement
(CCSSE) states that
NFCC scored well above
average on every mea-
sure of good educational
practices.

“Our mission is about
providing opportunity
in this district,”
Grosskopf said.

NFCC’s Grosskopf
speaks at Rotary
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lists, and I wanted to ex-
press our  happiness for
Cartaeshia on this hon-
or. The reason I am so
happy about this partic-
ular award is that she is
simply a great person. I
have come to know her
over the last several
years, and am consis-
tently impressed with
her kind and gentle spir-
it, courteous nature, and
infectious good will to-
wards everyone. If I had
to draw up a perfect
team-mate, classmate,
friend, or sister, she
would be in the drawing
for sure. She has been
awarded a 4 year Divi-
sion I scholarship, and I
know that this is just the
first step towards great-
ness for her. I wish her

the best.
Second on my list,

once again listed, is our
drama dept. Over the
last weekend, Cathy
Palomino did it again
with her fifth produc-
tion, a play called HOT
ROD. It is a musical cel-
ebration of the 50s, sort
of in the mold of Grease
and American Graffitti.
The ensemble cast did a
tremendous job, and ku-
dos again to all involved
as it was a special pro-
duction. I am consistent-
ly amazed with the qual-
ity of program that is
turned out in a district
our size with all the ex-
tra-curricular activities,
and the drama program
once again did a su-
perlative job.

Go Hornets!!

A great person and
a great program
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Cartaesha Macklin, nothing but net.  - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com) 

Lafayette guard Cartaesha Macklin in action. - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com) 


