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Sullivan suggests 3-person team of Brown, Hall, Cook:

Woodfaulk objects to mayor’s plan 
to screen city manager applications

Councilwoman Venita 
Woodfaulk found herself 
outnumbered Monday 
night when she expressed 
her desire to appoint non-
city-affiliated individuals 
to a hiring team that would 

screen applicants for the 
soon-to-be vacant city 
manager position.

“I don’t believe we 
need to stay in-house with 
this. You don’t think that 
there is someone in the 

community who would 
have (human resource/
HR) skills? The person we 
hire (as city manager) is 
going to be working with 
the community. I believe 
we need to go out to the 

public and get people for 
this committee, and not get 
people affiliated with this 
(the city),” Woodfaulk said.

Her comments came in 
response to Mayor David 
Sullivan’s suggestion at the 

beginning of the workshop 
that the council appoint 
a three-person team to 
handle the initial vetting 
of applications for the city 
manager’s job.

His recommendation for 

the team was Councilman 
Alan Hall, former 
councilman Don Cook and 
current city manager Bob 
Brown.

➟ Please see page 10

All 19  candidates who 
have currently filed for local 
offices have turned in their 
petitions before Monday’s 
deadline -- including two 
new hopefuls, Cassie 
Lucille Buckley and Rhoda 
Ann Moehring.

New candidates may still 
file to run, but now they 

must pay the qualifying fee.
When asked Tuesday, 

elections officials said 
that every local candidate 
had met their petition 
requirements.

As for the new candidates, 
Cassie Lucille Buckley 
has filed to run for the 
Taylor County Commission 

District 2 seat as a no-party 
affiliation (NPA) candidate, 
challenging incumbent Jim 
Moody.

Additionally, Rhoda 
Ann Moehring has filed 
as a Republican and 
joins a crowded County 
Commission District 3 
race, which lost one of its 

existing candidates after 
Patrick C. Whitt withdrew 
from the race.

Whitt and County 
Commission District 4 
candidate Lanita “Lynn” 
Walker became the second 
and third candidates this 
election cycle to withdraw 
after filing to run, following 

in the footsteps of John 
Walter Johnson, who had 
filed to run for the District 
2 commission seat prior to 
dropping out.

Moehring will face Sean 
Andrew Murphy in the 
Republican Primary in 
August, with the winner 
moving on to face Democrat 

Michael Elzie Newman, 
as well as NPA candidates 
Steve Spradley, Jodie James 
DeVane and Ursula P. 
Miller. 

If another Democrat 
candidate joins the 
race prior to the end of 

Election 2018: Two candidates drop out, 
two jump into county commission races

➟ Please see page 10

By CAITLYN BURCHETT
Contributing Writer

“I one-upped you.” 
That was the first thing Connor Stengel said to his mom 

-- the salutatorian of her graduating class -- when he called 
with the news he had been named Taylor County High 
School (TCHS) valedictorian for the Class of 2018. 

Stengel, the son of Joel and Trina Stengel, spent his high 
school years pouring all of his time into church, soccer, 

By ANGELA M. CASTELUCCI
Managing Editor

When Anika Chowdhury steps up to the podium Friday 
night to deliver her salutatorian address, she will complete 
a journey that began half a world away. 

It was only four year ago that the 17-year-old moved to 
Perry from her native Bangladesh. Her biggest challenge 
when arriving here? Mastering English.

“I could read and write English, but learning to speak it 

Connor Stengel Anika Chowdhury

➟ Please see page 3
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The Taylor School 
Board has unanimously 
voted to ask voters to 
renew a 0.25 mill “critical 
needs” property tax for an 
additional four years to help 
fund academic, “non-core” 
programs such as music 
and physical education, 
as well as cover the cost 
of increasing operating 
expenses. 

If approved by the 
Taylor County Board of 
County Commissioners, the 
referendum will go before 
voters on the Nov. 6 general 
election ballot. 

In 2010, Taylor County 

voters narrowly approved 
the same measure, which 
allowed the Taylor County 
School District to levy the 
0.25 mill tax to cover certain 
costs, namely bringing 
back physical education 
and music classes to lower 
grades and helping fund 
student bus transportation. 

With the current tax levy 
set to expire July 2019, the 
resolution was passed with 
no discussion.

School Board Member 
Jeannie Mathis made 
a motion to place the 
referendum on the ballot, 
with a second from School 

Board Member Danny 
Lundy. The measure passed 
5-0. 

According to Taylor 
County School District 
Director of Finance Ashley 
Valentine, money generated 
from the renewed 0.25 mill 
property tax will continue 
to fund programs such as art 
and music. These programs 
were cut in 2008 due to the 
recession, but have since 
been reintroduced to Taylor 
County schools. 

According to Valentine, 
the local district has 

➟ Please see page 10

For transportation, art, music:

School Board asks voters 
to renew ‘critical needs’ tax

Stengel earns top honors

Made in Perry
Perry-based Amrouch 

Snacks is now producing its line 
of quality extruded and puffed 
corn snacks – with packaging 
and boxes stating the products 
are manufacturing and 
distributed from the local Perry 
plant that formerly housed 
Snyder’s Lance on Highway 
19. Economic Development 
Director Scott Frederick helped 
distribute bags of the first run 
of cheese balls, cheese puffs, 
veggie straws, jalepeno straws, 
multi-grain chips and onion 
rings last week. The family-
owned Miami-based Amrouch 
Snacks had an initial hiring 
round in March and plans are 
underway to expand and ramp 
up production. 

Valedictorian Salutatorian

Chowdhury is salutatorian



Although Florida’s 
boating season never really 
ends, the traditional start is 
marked by National Safe 
Boating Week -- a time for 
boaters to focus on simple 
and effective steps that 
make boating safer.

Leading the nation with 
nearly 1 million registered 
vessels across the state, 
Florida is the boating 
capital of the world and is 
world-renowned as a prime 
boating spot for residents 
and visitors.

Each year, Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) 
officers respond to far too 
many tragic and preventable 
boating accidents, so 
they want all boaters to 
remember to boat safely.

“Florida is an incredible 
boating destination,” said 
Maj. Rob Rowe, leader of 
the FWC’s Boating and 
Waterways Section. “The 
upcoming Memorial Day 
holiday and National Safe 
Boating Week, May 19-25, 
present an opportunity to 
emphasize the importance 
of remaining safe while 
boating.

“Our officers are 
committed to keeping 
people as safe as possible, 
but we need the public’s 
help,” Rowe said. “We 
want to reach as many 
boaters as we can to help 
them understand that most 
boating accidents are 
preventable.”

Boaters can enjoy their 
time on the water even 
more by taking a few 
safety precautions such as 
wearing a life jacket, using 
an engine cut-off switch 
lanyard, designating a 
sober boat operator, paying 
attention and keeping a 
proper lookout, having an 
emergency locator beacon, 
filing a float plan, and taking 
a boating safety class.

The FWC’s 2017 Boating 
Accident Statistical Report 
indicates there were 766 
reportable boating accidents 
in Florida last year, 
resulting in 67 fatalities. 
This represents a 7 percent 
increase in the number of 
accidents, but the same 
number of fatalities as 
compared to 2016. The 
leading cause attributed 
to boating accidents in 

2017 was the operator’s 
inattention or lack of a 
proper lookout (24 percent). 
Falls overboard has been 
the leading type of fatal 
accident since 2003, with 
drowning as the leading 
cause of death.

Accidents can often be 
prevented if boat operators 
pay attention to everything 
going on around their 
vessel, maintain a proper 
lookout and if everyone 
on board is wearing a life 
jacket. Fifty-two percent 
of boating-related deaths 
last year were attributed to 
drowning, which life jackets 
are designed to prevent.

“A lot of people say 
they don’t wear life 
jackets because they are 
uncomfortable,” said Rowe. 
“But with newer inflatable 

models that are belt packs 
or suspenders, you hardly 
know you’re wearing 
one. FWC officers wear 
inflatable life jackets all the 
time while on the water.”

The FWC has released 
compelling life jacket 
testimonials from three 
north Florida families whose 
lives have been changed by 
wearing – or not wearing – a 
life jacket when things went 
wrong on the water. These 
dramatic accounts provide 
vital information and a call 
to action for every boater 
to enjoy Florida’s beautiful 
waters safely while wearing 
a life jacket.

An engine cut-off switch 
lanyard is a safety device 
that is attached from the boat 
operator to the ignition. If it 
is disconnected, the engine 

will shut down, potentially 
preventing a boater who 
has fallen overboard from 
being injured by the moving 
propeller of a runaway  
boat.

Boating education is 
critical. In 2017, 67 percent 
of boat operators involved 
in fatal accidents had no 
formal boater education. 
Florida’s current boating 
safety education law 
applies to boaters born on 
or after Jan. 1, 1988, and 
who operate a vessel of 10 
horsepower or greater.

“Safe boating is really the 
key to enjoying your time 
on the water, and education 
is a major component.” said 
Rowe. “2018 marks the year 
that if a boater is age 30 or 
younger, they are required 
to have a boating safety 

education card in order 
to operate a vessel of 10 
horsepower or greater.”

FWC officers patrol our 
waterways in an effort to 
keep all boaters safe by 
checking that they have the 
required equipment and are 
operating safely. Ensure 
your encounters with FWC 
officers are positive ones by 
planning ahead and paying 
attention while on the  
water.

To report people who are 
operating boats dangerously, 
call 888-404-FWCC (3922) 
or text Tip@MyFWC.com. 
More information can be 
found by visiting MyFWC.
com/Boating. You can even 
search there for the Florida 
Public Boat Ramp Finder to 
help you find a great place 
to launch your boat.
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Inside today’s Taco Times you will 
find a special Graduation 2018 edition 
featuring more than 300 local students 
graduating or earning certifications from 
Taylor County High School (TCHS), Big 
Bend Technical College (BBTC), Point of 
Grace Christian School, Aucilla Christian 
Academy and North Florida Community 
College (NFCC).

We take this opportunity to join with 
all of our local school administrators, 
teachers, support staff, parents and 
students in celebrating a record number 
of graduates this year.

The 156 members of the TCHS Class of 
2018 who will walk the stage Friday night 
marks the largest graduating class in 
recent memory.

Point of Grace Christian – which began 
as a homeschool co-op in 2010 – graduated 
a record number of 12 seniors in its third 
graduating class last Friday evening.

Four local Taylor County students will 
receive their high school diplomas from 
Aucilla Christian Academy this Saturday.

In this year’s edition, we also feature 129 
BBTC students who were recognized for 
earning career and technical education 
(CTE) certificates or GEDs last week. 
This year’s BBTC class totaled 94 CTE 
certificates and 35 GED graduates (129 
total) – compared to 119 last year.

This Graduation 2018 edition also 
recognizes graduates of NFCC, which 
awarded 133 students with degrees or 
certifications at the end of the 2018 
Spring Term – including 19 from Taylor 
County who earned Associate in Arts (AA), 
Associate of Science (AS) in Registered 
Nursing (RN), Emergency Medical 

Technician (EMT), Medical Coder-Biller, 
Law Enforcement, Accounting and/or 
Commercial Vehicle Driver degrees or 
certifications.

We recognize all of the hard work 
and determination put in by teachers, 
administrators, parents and students.

In recent years, Taylor County School 
District officials have implemented a 
number of programs to encourage school 
attendance and to identify (and assist) 
students who are in danger of falling 
behind on earning the credits they need 
to graduate.

A recent study by the U.S. Department of 
Labor shows how important a high school 
diploma is in today’s job market. They 
found that more than 60 percent of jobs 
today require a high school education. It 
is clear that students with a high school 
diploma will have far greater options than 
those who do not.

This generation of graduates has a lot 
of good things going for it. They are the 
product of schools that have implemented 
more high-tech, digital learning tools that 
are focused on preparing more graduates 
for high-growth trades and industries.

At the same time, the local Taylor 
County School District also continues to 
recognize that our world will continue to 
need electricians, welders, nurses, EMTs 
and law enforcement officers.

BBTC continues to expand and change 
its programs to reflect the ever-changing 
needs of the business community and 
provide more students a pathway to a 
career.

The local technical college will offer 
three new programs next year – beginning 

in August – including Massage Therapy, 
Medical Coder/Biller and a Florida 
Law Enforcement Academy. All three 
programs train students for high-skill, 
high-wage careers within the region. 
Financial aid is available for those that 
qualify.

Even before they cross the stage to accept 
their diplomas and move on to continue 
their education or enter the labor force, 
Class of 2018 graduates already occupy a 
unique place in history.

Most of them have grown up entirely 
in a post-9/11 world in which turmoil, 
violence and unrest make daily headlines 
and dominate social media. Their lives 
began around the time terrorist attacks 
claimed 3,000 lives, and they have been 
raised in a world shaken by similar 
horrors from smaller terrorism strikes, 
two Mideast wars and random acts of 
domestic violence.

Growing up as members of the most 
connected generation – and living in a 
world where instant information (and 
disinformation) is constantly at their 
fingertips in the form of texts, posts and 
tweets – the Class of 2018 is stepping out 
into a world increasingly divided by ugly 
rhetoric and warring political factions.

Time will tell if this year’s crop of 
graduates manage to do a better job than 
their parents and grandparents.

We celebrate the achievements of this 
year’s crop of graduates and look forward 
to what they will accomplish in the next 
phase of their lives.

We encourage them to learn from the 
mistakes of their predecessors while 
embracing the successes of their elders.

We celebrate record-size Class of
2018 and urge them on to success

Dear Editor:
Across the United States 

schools are failing students 
in financial education.

Students are channeled 
into a system to pay debt and 
work “hard” for a “safe” job.

This is anything but safe.
Rather than teaching 

students the power of 
capital and wealth creation 
principles, they are funneled 
into fighting for middle class 
jobs that are rapidly changing 
and shifting elsewhere.

This “Industrial Age” lack 
of innovation mindset is 
nurturing numerous students 
for failure.

A lack of financial 
education is leading to 
students being exploited by 
our financial system itself.

Teachers should be 
teaching students at an early 
age how to have money 
work for them -- rather than 
how to work for money.

Story telling is one of the 
greatest ways to capture 
children’s attention. Not 

only is it effective, if 
conveyed properly it can 
leave a lasting impact on 
children.

Using stories mixed with 
real-world examples makes 
a great synergy to introduce 
children to financial 
concepts.

Students say they want 
to be rich, but it is unlikely 
they will do so because they 
do not have the right tools to 
accumulate wealth.

I think one of the first 
early concepts to start 
teaching young children is 
the principle of compound 
interest.

For example, UPS worker 
Theodore Johnson made 
just $14,000 a year, but 
yet when he retired five 
decades later he had more 
than $70 million saved up 
while working as a salaried 
employee for UPS.

Every month he got a 
paycheck he took 20% and 
set it into an investment 
account, letting compound 

interest work his meager 
portion of salary into 
millions.

I think compound interest 
should be the very first 
principle of finance and 
money that kids should 
be taught -- the earlier the 
better.

Those that understand 
the concept of compound 
interest (or passive income) 
have a profound advantage 
over their peers.

Einstein once said 
compound interest is the 
sixth wonder of the world. 
Whether he truly said that 
or not is less relevant to 
the magnitude compound 
interest impacts this world 
and universe.

It makes little sense me to 
me that people should keep 
working their whole lives 
for this concept of money, 
but do not understand the 
easy ways of accumulating 
money.

It has been long taught 
that debt is a bad thing, but 

it is not true.
Debt can be a wonderful 

leverage, and those that 
understand it can profit from 
it, while those that do not 
understand it pay for it.

I feel a deep sense of 
innate responsibility to 
express the fact that our 
education system is failing 
our children in this respect.

Academics widely preach 
that you should “live within 
your means,” rather than 
teaching how to expand your 
means.

You should be able to buy 
that dream boat or fancy 
house without paying for it 
yourself.

Going forward I hope 
everyone will invest in their 
child’s – and their own – 
financial education as much 
as they do their academics.

We should not let our 
ignorance and outdated 
education system shackle us 
into poverty and a paycheck-
to-paycheck life.

David Ou

Country’s schools are failing 
students in financial education

Letters to the Editor

FWC: Safe boating will save lives this summer



student council and his 
studies with TCHS and 
North Florida Community 
College (NFCC), but his four 
years of constant scheduling 
and double-checking the 
calendar have finally come 
to a close. 

For Stengel, earning the 
title of valedictorian was 
something he worked hard 
for from the very beginning 
of his high school career. 

But, at the end of Stengel’s 
10th grade year, he had to 
make a decision between 
continuing his regular high 
school classes or risking 
his valedictorian dreams 
by signing up for dual 
enrollment courses at NFCC 
and TCHS.

“I was told with the 
transition to college 
courses, I would be risking 
my chance at becoming 
valedictorian. I decided the 
college courses were for the 
best and gave up my goal 
of becoming valedictorian. 
But, somehow I still did it,” 
Stengel explained, with a 
hint of disbelief in his voice 
after having found out the 
news just hours before. 

Stengel took six to 
seven classes per year until 
his junior year, when he 
began integrating his dual 

enrollment courses into his 
curriculum. 

With the added difficulty 
of college courses came the 
new responsibility of staying 
on top of his work and getting 
everything done on time 
without the guidance offered 
by high school teachers. 

Every Monday, Stengel sat 
down to fill out his weekly 
schedule, which included 
soccer practice and games, 
church activities, student 
council and, of course, his 
homework. 

“Time management was 
a huge challenge. I had to 
balance games, practice, 
student council and 
homework all at the same 
time,” Stengel said. 

As a result of his 
impeccable time-
management and school 
prioritization efforts, Stengel 
earned a place on the 
President’s Honor Roll each 
semester he was enrolled 
at NFCC and was inducted 
into the Phi Theta Kappa 
Chapter of the National 
Honor Society – in addition 
to being voted TCHS student 
body president and starting 
on the varsity soccer team.

Stengel graduates with a 
weighted GPA of 4.683, 54 
college credits, the Merit 
Diploma Recognition, 
the Scholar Diploma 
Recognition, the Academic 

Bright Futures Scholarship 
and radiating pride in his 
achievements from his 
family. 

Throughout the past four 
years of constant scheduling, 
Stengel has had unparalleled 
support from his family, with 
his mother, Trina, assuring 
him: “As long as you give 
your best, give your 100%, 
it does not matter what grade 
you come home with.” 

Stengel and his family 
give credit to the Taylor 
County School District’s 
administration for having 
such a great influence on 
Connor by attending his 
soccer games, looking out 
for him and for loving him as 
their own. 

While Stengel was 
accepted by all of his 
choice colleges, Florida 
A&M University (FAMU) 
found him to be eligible 
for a prestigious academic 
scholarship. After spending 
two days testing and being 
interviewed by a board at 
FAMU, Stengel became 

one of eight students in 
the country to receive the 
Distinguished Scholars 
Award from FAMU for its 
pharmaceutical program. 

Stengel struggled with 
science, but handled his 
mathematics courses with 
ease, forcing him to decide 
if pharmacy -- a science and 
mathematics-heavy program 
-- was for him or not. 

Stengel ultimately chose 
FAMU over the University 
of Kentucky and Auburn 
University and is set to begin 
FAMU’s pharmaceutical 
program in Tallahassee this 
fall semester. 

“I knew it would take 
more work and more effort 
to do well in the science 
courses, but I am up for the 
challenge,” Stengel beamed.

When asked what being 
valedictorian means to him, 
Stengel said: “It finally 
shows all the hard work paid 
off. I was not just working 
hard to do it. The good grades 
actually got me somewhere.”

For incoming freshman, 

Stengel offered this advice: 
“To be a valedictorian, it 
requires managing your time 
well, making school your 
main priority, but also being 
able to diversify yourself. 

Learn to manage your time, 
be involved, don’t be afraid 
to take the tougher courses 
and start early. As soon as 
you hit 9th grade, everything 
you do matters.”
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Will be attending FAMU in the fall

Stengel graduates with 54 college credits

Chowdhury will 
be joined by her 
sister at Santa Fe

was the most challenging,” 
Anika said.

“My father, Shafaul 
Chowdhury, came to 
America in 2000, and it 
took another five to seven 
years for our visas to be 
approved.” 

Anika, her mother, 
Farzana Yasmin, and her 
three younger siblings 
joined Shafaul in 2014.

As luck, and the education 
system, would have it, 
Anika will get to share 
graduation honors with her 
sister, Sanjana Chowdhury, 
who is also a senior and 
ranked in the Top 10 in class 
standings.

“I was very surprised 
when they called me Friday 
(May 18) and told me I was 
the salutatorian. My sister 
kept joking with me about 
it, saying I would have to 
give a speech, but I just 
never really thought about 
it. It was a surprise. I just 
tried to do my best,” Anika  
said.

She said the focus of her 
speech will be “how I came 
here, and I want to thank 
everyone for their support. 
My parents never told us to 
get A’s or B’s. They just told 
us to do our best and let us 
know how important getting 
an education is.”

“School is free here – but 
it’s not in Bangledesh. Our 

classes there had 50 or 60 
students in a classroom, 
and we had to memorize 
everything. Here, there’s 
only about 25 students 
per class and most of the 
questions are multiple 
choice…easy. 

“The teachers were all 
so encouraging and helped 
me a lot. It would be hard 
to chose just one to single 
out.”

Her favorite subject, 
hands down, she said, was 
math.

“Oh math – math is the 
same everywhere.”

Anika is looking forward 
to attending Santa Fe 
Community College in 
Gainesville in the fall to 
pursue a degree in computer 
science. Her sister Sanjana 
will also be attending Santa 
Fe, working toward a degree 
in accounting.

But the two sisters won’t 
be all on their own; as their 
entire family plans to make 
the move with them.

“My mother and father, 
and brother and sisters are 
coming too,” Anika said.

It’s a prospect that the 
soft-spoken teen doesn’t 
seem to mind.

“Everyone is coming,” 
she said with a smile.

As for incoming high 
schoolers, she leaves them 
with this advice: “Do not 
ignore your homework or 
classwork. Do it in a timely 
manner.”

VALEDICTORIAN
Continued from page 1

SALUTATORIAN
Continued from page 1
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School bus drivers rock!
The Taylor County School District showed its appreciation for bus drivers 

during a breakfast held in their honor Tuesday, May 8. “You are often the 
first person in our district that a student interacts with...you can help set 
the tone for whether or not that student is going to have a good day. We 
appreciate everything you do,” Superintendent of Schools Danny Glover 
Jr. said. Individual schools showed their thanks by posting messages on 
billboards and signs. Above, district drivers are shown with Glover (second 
from left) and Transportation Director Chris Folsom (far right).

By LORI WIGGINS
Taylor County UF/IFAS 
Extension Agent III

When the temperatures 
soar, there’s nothing like 
hitting the coastline or river 
for a fun, family-friendly 
boating excursion. 

For a full day on the water, 
bring snacks and foods to 
replenish your energy. 

Chips and cookies may 
be tasty, but don’t forget 
to pack healthy snacks 
that won’t load you and  
your kids up with extra 
sugar and fat – while 
draining your energy.

Fruits and Veggies

Fruits and vegetables 
are a natural source of 
energy, which you may 
need if you’re swimming, 
snorkeling or water skiing 
while out on the boat. 

Pack easy-to-eat and 
serve fruits and veggies in 
an ice-filled cooler. Include 
carrots and pre-cut broccoli 
pieces. Cut yellow, green 
and red bell peppers into 
bite-sized slices. 

Bring fruits that are ready 
to eat, such as oranges or 
tangerines, apples, bananas, 
strawberrries, watermelon 
and grapes. 

Transfer low-fat creamy 

dressing or dips to 
serving sized containers 
and pack them in the  
cooler. 

Healthy Carbs
Leave the greasy potato 

chips at home and bring 
healthier sources of 
carbohydrates to give you 
energy and protect your 
muscles. 

Bring veggie chips 
instead of tortilla versions. 
Pack whole-wheat crackers 
and low-sodium pretzels. 

Low-fat popcorn and 
granola bars are other 
healthy options during a day 
on the water.

Protein
Protein helps to prevent 

fatigue and build and repair 
muscle tissue. 

Boat-friendly snacks 
that feature protein include 
string cheese or mini 
cheeses; nuts, including 
peanuts, almonds, cashews 
and walnuts. 

For meals, pre-make  
tuna or chicken salad 
sandwiches with low-fat 
dressing in place of mayo 
or pack some beef or turkey 
jerky. Make sure you have 
plenty of ice or ice packs to 
keep perishable foods from 
spoiling.

Sweets
Choose sweet snacks,  

such as sugar-free gelatin or 
pudding snacks. Gingersnap 
cookies are low-fat and 

come in whole-grain 
varieties. Ginger is also a 
natural remedy for nausea, 
so the cookies may come in 
handy.

Summer is here -- snack healthy!
On the water 
snacks

READ United
A broad cross-section of volunteer readers gathered at Perry Primary School May 15 for the annual READ United event held in conjunction with United 

Way of the Big Bend. Volunteers were invited to share their favorite childhood stories with first graders. United Way also donated books for every 
first grader at the school. Shown (left to right) are: United Way Taylor County Coordinator Glenda Hamby, Rob Hilley, Supervisor of Elections Dana 
Southerland, June Evans, Scott Mixon, Windy Fields, Sheriff Wayne Padgett, Danny Collins, Ashley McCormick, Jan Walker, Mindy Hunter, Mary Lescher, 
Jade Lilliott, Taylor County Sheriff’s Office Chief Chuck Mincy and Angela M. Castelucci.

The Perry Elks Lodge 
#1851 has joined forces 
with the Taylor County 
Sheriff’s Office and Perry 
Police Department to host 
a benefit cookout Tuesday, 
May 29.

All proceeds will benefit 
the families of slain Gilchrist 
County law enforcement 
officers Sgt. Noel Ramirez 
and Deputy Taylor Lindsey.

Sheriff Wayne Padgett 
and his brother, Tater 

Padgett, will cook pork 
roast for the dinners. 

The deadline to purchase 
tickets ($10 each) is 
Saturday, May 26. For 
tickets, please contact: 
Lorena Grambling, (850) 
843-1135; Major Marty 

Tompkins, (850) 584-4225; 
or Lavonne Tharpe, (850) 
584-5121. 

The dinners will be 
available for pick up at the 
Elks Lodge on Puckett Road 
Tuesday, May 29, starting at 
5 p.m.

Cookout will benefit families 
of fallen Gilchrist Co. deputies

Classifieds 
work! 

Call 584-5513 
today.
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By DR. WILLIE ANDERSON
It is that time of year again. A time of 

celebration…Graduation Day. 
Emotions are flying high, and there are 

a lot of questions that need to be answered 
-- some spoken and many unspoken. 

Many parents or guardians are patting 
themselves on the back, thanking God 
that they have brought their children to the 
point of the beginning of their adult lives. 

Children are happy that they have 
survived up until this point of their lives, 
and that they have made it out of high 
school.

But now it’s time to answer some of the 
questions that have been lurking in the 
back of their minds: “Where do I go from 
here?” “How do I get there?” “What do I 
really want to be?”

The floodgate of questions is busting 
wide open, and it can be very scary for our 
young visionaries and parents as well.

There is the question of whether to let 
them go -- standing on the promise of God 
that says, “If you train up a child in the 
way it should go, when it gets old it shall 
not depart from you.” (Prov. 22:6)

This is where the rubber meets the road, 
trusting in every single thing that we have 
invested and poured into our children  
will help them make the right decisions in 
life.

We know that they have been underneath 
our watchful eye up until this particular 
point. Now it’s time to yield to a power 
that is greater than ourselves, to the One 
with an all-seeing eye to watch over them 
when we cannot. 

Yes, I must say, this is the crossroads 
of life. Just think with me for a moment 
on how a crossroad looks. You can  
either go right or left, go straight or turn 
around and go back to where you came 
from.

Imagine you standing in the middle of 
the crossroads -- either you are the parent 
or the student, trying to decide which way 
you are going, knowing that the decision 
you are about to make will shape a part of 
your destiny.

In life, this is where fear tries to creep 
in, and we must understand what the 
scripture tells us that “God has not given 
us the spirit of fear.” (2 Tim.1:7) 

We know that this is a trick of the 
enemy. Although crossroads can be scary, 
they can also be very exciting. It can be 
a little adventurous as well, knowing 
that every decision you make the Lord 
God is with you. The scripture says in 
the third chapter of Proverbs,  “Trust in 
the Lord with all thy heart, lean not unto 
your own understanding and in all things 
acknowledge Him, and He will direct your 
path.”

This scripture truly takes the sting out 
of the fear. Whatever decision is made at 
the crossroads -- as long as we look to God 
and trust Him for guidance -- everything 
will be all right. 

The journey of life can be truly beautiful 
for those who truly trust God and yield to 
His guidance. 

I salute all of the youth of today on the 
accomplishments they have made thus far, 
and I leave with you one more thought: 
While you are at the crossroads of life, 
remember where faith and purpose meet. 
That is your road, the one you take to your 
destiny.

Dream big, shoot for the moon, and if 
you happen to fall short, at least you will 
still be among the stars!

Dr.  Willie Anderson is the senior pastor 
and founder of Greater Grace Church of 
God in Christ Perry. He is known as the 
“Faith Doctor” and his motto for life is, “You 
can never out sin God’s Grace.”

In the Bible, “glad tidings” is frequently translated to mean “to tell good news” and “to preach the 
gospel.” This space is dedicated to messages of good news to fill readers with uplifting thoughts to 
carry with them throughout the week.

G L A D
TIDINGS

The crossroads 
of life

All graduating seniors 
are invited to Baccalaureate 
Services planned tonight 
(Wednesday) at First 
Assembly of God.

The program will begin  
at 6 p.m. at the church, 
located at 828 West Julia 
Street. 

Graduating seniors invited!

Calvary Baptist Church will hold senior 
recognition and summer kick-off events this 
Sunday, May 27, starting at 10:45 a.m.

There will be a celebration cookout, 
bounces houses and water slides for kids of 
all ages.

Calvary recognizes seniors, 
kicks off summer this Sunday

Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church has 
announced its Vacation Bible School will 
be held June 25-29 with programs starting 

at 5 p.m. nightly.
The theme for this year’s program is 

“God Squad: Special Agents in Action.”

Mt. Olive announces VBS

Obituaries

Louise L. Hunter
Louise L. Hunter, 75, 

died May 21, 2018, in 
Perry. Louise was born July 
19, 1942, in Cross City to 
Cephus Lewis and Eva Mae 
Padgett Lewis.

Louise was of the Baptist 
faith. She worked as a cashier 
with Nub Allen Grocery 
for many years. She also 
worked as a bookkeeper and 
a homemaker. She loved the 
outdoors, camping, fishing 
and her grandchildren. 

Louise was preceded 
in death by: her parents, 
Cephus Lewis and Eva 
Mae Padgett Lewis; her 
husband of 53 years, 
Robert V. Hunter; her son, 
Robert Bruce Denmark; her 
grandson, Michael Jason 
Denmark; and her son-in-
law, Wes Blue.

Louise is survived by: her 
children, Robin Denmark 
Blue, Mike (Sandy) Hunter 
and Bern Hunter; her sister, 
Mary Lou Bennett; her 
brothers, Donald (Nancy) 
Lewis, Jack (Erma) Lewis 
and Billy Lewis; her five 
grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren; as a 
well as a host of nieces and 
nephews.

Funeral services will be 
held Friday, May 25, at 11 
a.m. at Burns Funeral Home 
of Perry with the Rev. 
Stephen Ruff and the Rev. 
Billy Gipson officiating. 
Interment services will 
follow in Woodlawn 
Cemetery. The family will 
receive friends one hour 
prior to the service. 

All arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Burns Funeral Home of 
Perry, Friends may sign the 
online guest book at www.
joepburnsfuneralhomes.
com.

Dorothy Virginia 
Jolley

Dorothy Virginia Jolley, 
87, died May 17, 2018, in 
Madison County Hospital 
in Madison. She was born 
Feb. 24, 1931, in Perry to 
Walter Earl Shiver and Pearl 
Woodcock Shiver.

Dorothy loved crafts, 
fishing, flower gardening, 
bird watching and anything 
to do with the outdoors. She 
retired after 20 years with 
the Taylor County School 

District as head custodian.   
Dorothy was preceded 

in death by: her husband, 
James Curtis Jolley; her 
parents, Walter and Pearl 
Shiver; two sons, James 
Arthur Jolley and Andy 
Curtis Jolley; three brothers, 
Earl, Bobbie and Franklin 
Shiver; and three sisters, 
Earline Koslowski, Margie 
Horton and Francis Page. 

She is survived by: her 
daughter, Patricia Dian 
Cook; her son, Willie Joe 
Jolley (Julie); her daughter, 
Angela Virginia Amon; 
seven grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; and 
two sisters, Earnestine 
Carlton and Christine Hill; 
as well as a host of nieces 
and nephews.

Funeral services were 
held Saturday, May 19, at 
3 p.m. at Burns Funeral 
Home of Perry with the  
Rev. Robbie Austin 
officiating. Interment 
services followed 
immediately afterward in 
Woodlawn Cemetery. 

The family received 
friends from 2:30-3 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 19, with the 
immediate family members 
meeting at 2 p.m. at Burns 
Funeral Home of Perry. 

All arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Burns Funeral Home of 
Perry. Friends may sign the 
online guest book at www.
joepburnsfuneralhomes.
com.

Zola Dean 
Spradley

Zola Dean Spradley, 
82, of Perry, died May 17, 
2018, at Advent Christian 
Village in Dowling Park. 
She was born Jan. 13, 
1936, in Jamestown, Tenn., 
to Lonzia Beaty and Opal 
Greer Beaty. 

Dean was of the 
Methodist faith and a 
longtime member of First 
United Methodist Church 
of Perry. She worked as 
a teacher’s aide with the 
Taylor County School 
District for 19 years before 
retiring in 1995. Dean was 
a loving wife, mother and 
grandmother who loved 
her family. She was an avid 
Florida Gator football fan 
and for many years enjoyed 
traveling with her husband 
to out-of-town games. In 
her spare time, she enjoyed 

camping, cooking for her 
family, gardening and 
watching her grandchildren 
play sports.

She is survived by: her 
husband of 61 years, Wayne 
Spradley; two sons, Gary 
Spradley of Orlando, and 
Randy Spradley and wife, 
Rhonda, of Perry; one 
daughter, Kandra Bell of 
Tallahassee; one brother, 
Frank Beaty of Parker, Ind.; 
six grandchildren, Jonathan, 
Karmen, Marcus, Brett, 
Anna and Holly; and four 
great-grandchildren; as well 
as a host of nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

Funeral services were 
held at 11 a.m. on Monday, 
May 21, in the Burns Funeral 
Home Memorial Chapel in 
Perry with Brother James 
Taylor officiating. Interment 
followed in Pineview 
Memorial Cemetery. The 
family received friends one 
hour prior to the service, 
beginning at 10 a.m.

All arrangements are 
under the care of Burns 
Funeral Home of Perry. 
Friends may sign the 
online guest book at www.
joepburnsfuneralhomes.
com.

Annie Ruth Wiles
Annie Ruth Wiles, 84, 

died May 17, 2018, in 
Tallahassee. Ruth was born 
Sept. 6, 1933, in Macon, 
Ga., to Cary Paige Dukes 
and Mary Elizabeth Cash 
Dukes. 

Ruth was of the Apostolic 
faith and attended the 
Antioch Revival Center in 
Perry. She was a loving and 
devoted homemaker who, 
in her spare time, enjoyed 
crafts, working with her 
hands, sewing and fishing. 

Ruth was preceded in 
death by: her parents; 
her husband, Roscoe E. 
Wiles; her daughter, Linda  
Frances Mullis; her sister, 
Margaret Elizabeth Foster; 
and her son-in-law, Darrell 
Archer.

She is survived by: her 
three daughters, Diane 
Wiles and husband, Albert, 
Libby Ruth Archer, both 
of Clewiston, and Karen 
Wiles and husband, Alex, 
of Perry; and her son, Cary 
Wiles and wife, April, of 
Cleveland, Tenn.; as well 
as numerous grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, great-
great-grandchildren, other 
relatives and friends.

A memorial service was 
held at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 20, at Antioch Revival 
Center, with Brother Cricket 
Watson officiating. 

All arrangements are 
under the care of Burns 
Funeral Home of Perry.

Zola Dean Spradley

Louise L. Hunter



By JONOTHAN LINCOLN
The Taylor County High 

School (TCHS) football 
team took the first step 
toward proving it can fill the 
big holes left by graduating 
26 seniors, as the Bulldogs 
kicked off 2018 with a 
convincing 40-6 thrashing 
of the Trenton Tigers during 
a wet spring jamboree game 
Friday night in Gilchrist 
County.

The Bulldogs racked up 
476 yards of offense, while 
the defense held Trenton to 
just 89 yards and did not 
allow a single completed 
pass nor a first down during 
the entire second half.

Trenton only put the 
ball in the air against the 
Bulldog defense twice – and 
both pass attempts were 
incomplete – forcing the 
Tigers to run the ball 36 
times as Trenton averaged 
less than three yards per 
carry.

Rain became a factor 
during the second quarter, 
making playing conditions 
tough. Both teams 
mishandled snaps and 
fumbled the ball numerous 
times.

Taylor County had four 
different players contribute 
to its total of 356 rushing 
yards, including John 
“Buddy” McGrew, who 
appeared to be a man playing 
against boys as he rumbled 
to pick up 162 yards on just 
8 carries.

Decorian Bellamy finished 
with 8 carries for 86 yards, 
Sante Harris had 4 carries 
for 32 yards and Robert 
Glanton broke loose for a 
76-yard touchdown run.

McGrew also scored two 
rushing touchdowns, while 
Bellamy found the endzone 
once.

Bellamy was the starting 
quarterback for the Bulldogs 
and completed 7 of 12 
passes during the first half 
for 120 yards, as well as 
two touchdowns and no 
turnovers.

Receivers responsible 
for Bellamy’s seven 
completions were: Zoe 
Roberts (3 catches, 61 yards, 
1 TD), Demari Stephens (2 

catches, 38 yards, 1 TD) and 
Na’jeh Glanton (2 catches, 
23 yards).

“Our offensive line 
played great as a group, led 
by Travis Day, who had an 
unbelievable game. Nathan 
Hendry and Gregory Warf 
both blocked well and 
showed that they are ready 
to play in the fall,” said 
Head Coach Tanner Jones.

“The new guys -- Adam 
Sellers and Noah Lytle -- 
held their own and are really 
developing into physical 
offensive linemen,” Jones 
added.

Day led the Bulldogs 
with eight pancake blocks, 
followed by Hendry with 
three and Warf with two. 
Lytle and Seller had one 
each.

“Travis Day dominated 
the entire game, and Greg 
Warf’s physicality and effort 
stood out on film. Nathan 
Hendry did a great job of 
snapping the ball even in the 
wet conditions, but there is 
still plenty to work on,” said 
Offensive Line Coach Eli 
Biddy.

“This summer’s 
weightroom and workout 
sessions will be crucial to 
our success in the fall,” 
Biddy added.

“Dacorian Bellamy 
looked very comfortable at 
quarterback, while Buddy 
McGrew ran the ball 
extremely hard and picked 
up some blitzes which 

allowed Bellamy more time 
to make his decisions,” said 
Jones.

“It’s hard to highlight one 
single guy. If the offensive 
line doesn’t block, then 
there’s no running lanes or 
time to throw the ball. Just 
like if a receiver doesn’t get 
open or drops a pass, then 
the quarterback looks bad, 
or if the quarterback makes 
the wrong read or throws a 
bad passes, then the receiver 
looks bad,” Jones added.

“The same goes for 
defense, football is a 
team sport, and for one 
guy to excel, 10 others 
have to take care of their 
responsibilities,” he said.

“I am pleased with how 

our defensive line held 
up, anchored by Nathan 
Heartsfield, Daniel Walker 
and Michael Sparrow. 
They allowed our talented 
linebackers -- Kavan 
Thomas, Cade Johnson, 
Devante Glover and Max 
Kallschmidt -- to make 
plays and have some big 
hits on ball carriers,” added 
Jones.

The Bulldogs elected 
to receive the ball to start 
the game, which led to an 
early lead for TCHS in the 
opening minute.

Both teams decided to not 
return kickoffs or punts in 
hopes of avoiding injuries 
on special teams, so the 
Bulldog drive began at their 
own 25-yard line.

Bellamy hooked up with 
Na’Jeh Glanton for an 
8-yard completion, followed 
by a 67-yard touchdown run 
from McGrew – thanks to 
a great block by a receiver 
-- that gave the Bulldogs 
an early 6-0 lead with over 
11 minutes remaining in the 
first quarter. Bellamy ran 
in the 2-point conversion 
to give the Bulldogs an 8-0 
lead less than a minute into 
the game.

Trenton began from their 
own 25, but were quickly 
shut down by Kavan 
Thomas and the Bulldog 
defense, who forced the 
Tigers to turn the ball over 
on downs at midfield.

The longest drive by the 
Bulldogs’ offense, which 
was 15 plays and ate up most 
of the first quarter, began at 
their own 43-yard line with 
a 5-yard run by Sante Harris 
and a 7-yard scramble by 
Bellamy to bring up a 3rd 
and 3.

After an incomplete pass, 
the Bulldogs went for it on 
4th and 3, as Bellamy found 
Na’Jeh Glanton for a 13-
yard completion and a first 
down.

Following two six-yard 
scrambles by Bellamy and 

a penalty on Trenton, the 
Bulldogs were threatening 
to score from the Trenton 
8-yard line.

After two incomplete 
passes, Bellamy connected 
with Zoe Roberts for an 
8-yard TD to put Taylor 
County ahead 16-0 with 
just under three minutes 
remaining in the first quarter.

Trenton strung together 
their own 15-play drive 
for 75 yards and their lone 
touchdown of the night to 
get on the board and cut the 
Bulldogs’ lead to 16-6.

Bellamy found Demari 
Stephens for an eight-yards 
pass, followed by a 34-yard 
completion to Zoe Roberts 
that went to the Tigers’ 21-
yard line, where Taylor’s 
drive sputtered and came to 
an end with just under six 
minutes remaining in the 
second quarter.

The Bulldog defense 
continued to be relentless 
and shut down the Tigers, 
as Joseph Morgan and 
Heartsfield both picked up 
critical sacks on second 
and third downs to force 
a 4th and long and led to a 
turnover on downs.

Taylor’s offense closed 
out the first half with a bang.

Bellamy linked up with 
Roberts for a 20-yard 
completion that was called 
back due to a controversial 
holding call. Bellamy then 
called his own number 
by juking out a Trenton 
linebacker and picking up 
10 yards to bring up 3rd 
down.

Roberts then caught an 
8-yard pass from Bellamy 
for a first down, followed by 
Bellamy hurling a 30-yard 
touchdown pass to Stephens 
with just nine seconds left in 
the second quarter.

The Bulldogs took a 
22-6 lead and all of the 
momentum into halftime.

A steady rain set in for 
much of the second half, 
drenching the field and 
making it very difficult to 
hold onto the ball.

Trenton opened the 
second half by being held to 
a three-and-out series by a 
fired-up and soaked Bulldog 
defense.

Taylor’s offense took over 
from Trenton’s 44-yard line, 
and McGrew scampered for 
eight yards on first down to 
set up a 36-yard touchdown 
run by Bellamy just two 
plays later, extending the 
Bulldogs’ lead to 28-6.

Trenton’s offense returned 
to the field and muffed two 
of the next three snaps, 
causing them to have a 
quick offensive series and 
giving the ball back to a 
potent Bulldog offense .

The Bulldogs’ offense hit 
the ground running once 
again. After muffing the 
snap on first down, McGrew 
electrified the crowd with 
a 60-yard touchdown run 
on 2nd down to stretch the 
Bulldog lead to 34-6.

Taylor’s defense held 
Trenton to their third straight 
three-and-out series and 
gave the Bulldog offense 
the ball at their own 25-yard 
line.

Robert Glanton came in 
at quarterback and muffed 
his first snap, but quickly 
made amends with a huge 
67-yard touchdown run to 
make the score 40-6 and put 

the game out of reach for the 
Tigers with just over two 
minutes remaining in the 
third quarter.

Coaches agreed to play 
the fourth quarter with a 
running clock, which ended 
the game quickly due to both 
teams electing to run the 
ball and play conservative to 
avoid any injuries on the wet 
and slippery field.

With the impressive spring 
jamboree victory under their 
belts, Taylor will now work 
on getting stronger in the 
weight room and polishing 
their skills throughout the 
summer in preparation for 
a Kickoff Classic match-
up against Ocala Forest on 
Aug. 17.

The Bulldogs’ 2018 
schedule also includes:

Aug. 24
Starke Bradford (in Perry)

Aug. 31
Clearwater Academy (in Perry)

Sept. 7
Wakulla County (at Wakulla)

Sept. 14
Fort White (at Fort White)

Sept. 28
Dixie County (in Perry)

Oct. 5
Jefferson County 

(at Monticello)
Oct. 12 

Williston (in Perry)
Oct. 19 

Newberry (at Newberry)
Oct. 26

Lighthouse Christian (in Perry)
Nov. 2

Suwannee County (in Live Oak)
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Bulldogs thrash Tigers 40-6

Bulldog quarterback Dacorian Bellamy hurls a pass downfield to a receiver during Friday’s game 
against Trenton. The ‘Dogs handily beat the Tigers 40-6.

Runningback Buddy McGrew scores Taylor’s first touchdown in the 
Bulldogs’ 40-6 drubbing of the Trenton Tigers. McGrew gained 162 yards 
on just 8 carries during the game.

Taylor County center Nathan Hendry prepares to snap the ball during 
action Friday night. The Bulldog offense picked up 356 yards on the ground 
and another 120 yards through the air on its way to a 40-6 victory.

(Photo by Amy Sadler)

(Photo by Amy Sadler)



WE BUY 
Scrap Metal and Junk Cars.

(850) 838-5865.  
RC

FOR RENT

WOODRIDGE APARTMENTS
Accepting applications for 1, 
2, and 3 BR HC and Non-HC 
accessible apartments. HUD 
vouchers considered. Call (850) 
584-5668. 709 W. Church St., 
Perry, FL 32348. TDD 711. Equal 
Housing Opportunity.   
WA

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
available. Credit check required. 
Applications available at Ware Oil. 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., call 
(850) 584-6666.  
WO

MOBILE HOME

FOR SALE: 1991 Fleetwood 
single-wide. 14 x 70 ft. 3  
bedrooms, 2 baths. Delivered  
and set up. $15,900. Interested 
parties call Perry Repo Outlet. 
584-7094.   
EMHP

REAL ESTATE

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME near 
city park with fenced yard, large 
shed. City water and well. Asking 
$30,900. 215 Oscar Benjamin 
Way. Call for appt. Anchor Trust 
Properties, (352) 498-7770.
5/18-6/1 ATP

FOR SALE: 221 North between 
Shiloh Church Rd. and Cairo 
Parker Rd. 1 acre lots with paved 
roads. Owner financing available. 
Please call (386) 658-1346 or 
(850) 584-7466. 
EF

SERVICES

TALL TIMBER TREE SERVICE 
•Stump Grinding 
•Tree Trimming 
•Tree Removal 
•Tractor Work 

•Bush Hogging
 •Bucket Truck Use 

•Land Clearing 
*Free Estimates* *Great Rates* 
Call today! (850) 838-5923. Mark A. 
Moneyhan, Licensed and Insured. 
Certified Quality Specialist. 
5/4-8/31

A TO Z FARM AND LAWN SERVICE
Complete Lawn Services

Land clearing, dozer work, tree 
trimming/removal, dump truck 
services, harrowing, bush hog 
mowing, rake work, dirt leveling. 
Call (850) 838-5996 or (850) 584-
7972.  
AZ

JOE COXWELL WELDING LLC 
Welding Fabrication & Repair 
Mobile Service (850) 843-3500.
JC

C & R LAWN SERVICE
Call for a free estimate on all of 
your lawn care needs. No job too 
big or small. (850) 843-0315.
3/14-10/26

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: SEA HAG 
MARINA in Steinhatchee, 
FL. Seeking Office Assistant. 
Duties include: filing, data entry, 
processing inventory, answering 
phone AND assisting other office 
workers. Quickbooks experience 
is a plus. Full-time position. 
Applications are available in store. 
Each applicant needs to apply in 
person.
5/23-6/1 
SHM

IMMEDIATE JOB OPENING. 
Looking for hard-working, self-
motivated person to be trained 
as a petroleum service technician 
with opportunity to become 
fully certified. Must have high 
school diploma or equivalent, 
valid drivers license with clean 
driving record and must be 
able to pass drug screening. 
Please email resume or request 
for employment application to 
amberr@jandjequip.com or fax 
resume to (850) 584-7566. Please 
do not call.  
JJ

SERVICE TECH-INSTALLER-
HELPER

Valid DL and Drug Screening. 
Applications accepted at 520 W. 
Hampton Springs Ave.  
ARA

NORTH FLORIDA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE Madison FL: Nurse 
Faculty; PT Staff Assistant 
(Fitness Center); PT Truck Driving 
Instructor; Adjunct Chemistry 
Instructor; Staff Assistant.  See 
www.nfcc.edu for details. 
5/25 
NFCC

BIG TOP MFG. - MIG WELDERS 
NEEDED
Position requirements:  Must have 
High School diploma or equivalent, 
2-4 years of welding experience or 
be a graduate of a certified welding 
program.  Ability to read and 
understand technical sketches, 
able to read a tape measure to the 
1/16th, candidates must pass a 
weld certification test on site and a 
drug screen test.  Ability to lift up 
to 50 pounds.  Preference will be 
given to applicants with stable job 
history.
If you meet the requirements, 
please apply in person at Big 
Top Mfg. 3255 N US 19, Perry, 
FL.  Applications will be accepted 
Monday thru Friday from 11:00am 
to 1:00pm ONLY.
Big Top Mfg. is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
employer.  All qualified applicants 
will receive consideration for 
employment without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, 
national origin, disability, or 
protected veteran status. 
5/2-5/30 BT

JB’S TIRE AND REPAIR is looking 
for an experienced tire technician. 
Must be mechanically inclined, 
computer literate and have a valid 
drivers license. Pay depending 
on experience, with benefits. 
Minimum five years experience. 
Apply in person, no phone calls. 
Corner of 19 and 98. 
5/11-6/8 

ECOAST TIMBER INC
Truck Drivers - Hauling Timber

Must have: clean CDL, 
Experienced log hauler. Drug test 
required. Offering: competitive 
wages, health Insurance, paid 
vacation. Must live in Perry/
Madison area. Contact: Jay Asbel 
at (727) 457-6001. 3/28-5/30

TAYLOR COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS JOB 
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT.  
The job description and our 
2-step application process can 
be found on our website at www.
taylorcountygov.com or in the lobby 
of the County Annex. Applicants 
must apply through Career Source.
Roll Off Site Attendant - call 
in - oversees activities at County 
Solid Waste Collection Sites to 
ensure that proper procedures are 
followed. 
Engineer -  professional-level 
position involving application of 
engineering principles associated 
with public works type projects 
throughout the County. 
Boat Ramp Attendant - Seasonal 
- part-time - oversees activities at 
County Boat Ramp and County 
Park to ensure that proper 
procedures are followed.
Mosquito Control Driver – 
seasonal - part-time - call in 
position during times when active 
mosquito spraying is necessary.
Sports Complex Part Time 
Concessions Worker – seasonal 
- this position is responsible for 
concessions work on a seasonal/
part-time/as-needed basis to 
provide concessions during 
events at the Taylor County Sports 
Complex.             
TCBCC

HIRING EXPERIENCED 
COMMERCIAL PAINTERS. 
Transportation and small tools 
required. Please call (386) 418-
1177.  5/18-5/25

BIG TOP MFG. - FIELD 
TECHNICIAN NEEDED
Position requirements:  extensive 
travel including weekends, some 
holidays and at times overseas 
- a valid driver license, we prefer 
you have a passport – pass a 
background check and drug screen 
test – basic computer skills -  
professional communication skills 
to interact with customers - ability 
to lift 50 lbs.  – Preference will be 
given to applicants with stable job 
history.
E x p e r i e n c e / B a c k g r o u n d :  
knowledge of tools & equipment – 
construction experience.
If you meet the requirements, 
please apply in person at Big Top 
Manufacturing, Inc., 3255 North 
US 19, Perry, FL.  Applications will 
be accepted Monday thru Friday 
from 11:00am to 1:00pm ONLY.
Big Top Mfg. is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
employer.  All qualified applicants 
will receive consideration for 
employment without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, 
national origin, disability, or 
protected veteran status.
5/2-5/30 BT

             
LEGALS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONCERNING AN AMENDMENT 
TO THE CITY OF PERRY LAND 
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS
BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING 
BOARD OF THE CITY OF PERRY, 
FLORIDA, SERVING ALSO AS THE 
LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY OF THE 
CITY OF PERRY, FLORIDA, NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant 
to Sections 163.3161 through 
163.3248, Florida Statutes, as 
amended, and the City of Perry 
Land Development Regulations, as 
amended, hereinafter referred to as 
the Land Development Regulations, 
objections, recommendations 
and comments concerning the 
amendment, as described below, will 
be heard by the Planning and Zoning 
Board of the City of Perry, Florida, 
serving also as the Local Planning 
Agency of the City of Perry, Florida, 
at a public hearing on June 4, 2018 
at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter 
as the matter can be heard, in the 
City Council Meeting Room, City 
Hall located at 224 South Jefferson 

Street, Perry, Florida.
LDR 18-01, an application by the 
City Council to amend the text of 
the Land Development Regulations 
by amending Section 4.19.2 
entitled “PRD” Planned Residential 
Development Permitted Principal 
Uses and Structures to add assisted 
living facilities, memory car facilities, 
nursing homes and similar uses.
The public hearing may be continued 
to one or more future dates.  Any 
interested party shall be advised 
that the date, time and place of any 
continuation of the public hearing 
shall be announced during the 
public hearing and that no further 
notice concerning the matter will be 
published, unless said continuation 
exceeds six calendar weeks from the 
date of the above referenced public 
hearing.
At the aforementioned public 
hearing, all interested parties may 
appear to be heard with respect to 
the amendment.
Copies of the amendments are 
available for public inspection at 
the Office of the City Manager, City 
Hall located at 224 South Jefferson 
Avenue, Perry, Florida, during 
regular business hours.
All persons are advised that if they 
decide to appeal any decision made 
at the above referenced public 
hearings, they will need a record 
of the proceedings, and that for 
such purpose they may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is 

to be based.
Any person requiring auxiliary aids 
and services at this meeting may 
contact the City Manager’s Office at 
850.584.7161 Ext. 113 at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting.  If you 
are hearing or speech impaired, 
please contact the Florida Relay 
Service at 1.800.955.8770 or 
1.800.955.8771.
5/23

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
TAYLOR COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
CASE # 2018 – 179 CP
IN RE:  The Estate of   
LEROY ARNOLD MEYER 
Decedent.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of  
LEROY ARNOLD MEYER, deceased, 
whose date of death was February 
8, 2018,  Case No.2018-179-CP, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for Taylor 
County, Florida, Probate Division, 
the address of which is Post Office 
Box 620, Perry, Florida 32348.  The 
names and addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set 
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
on whom a copy of this notice is 
required to be served must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
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‘Without history, there would be no future’

Historical Society recognizes 
volunteers at annual banquet

William Wright (right) was presented the 
prestigious Hendry-Peacock Award in recognition 
of his service to the Taylor County Historical 
Society. He is shown with President J.T. Davis.

Melody Cox (right) was presented the “Guardian 
of History” award for her continued efforts in 
preserving Taylor County’s historic Hampton 
Springs. She is shown with President J.T. Davis.

Pearl Denmark (right) was named the Taylor 
County Historical Society’s “Volunteer of the 
Year” for “always going above and beyond” what 
is needed. She is shown with President J.T. Davis.

This year’s Historical Society banquet boasted the largest crowd to date. 

Jack Deming (left) and Meagan Mosley (right) were the recipients of 
two $1,500 scholarships awarded by the Historical Society. Deming 
received the W.T. Cash Scholarship, given in honor of noted Taylor County 
historian W.T. Cash, who was also Florida’s first state librarian. Mosley was 
presented the inaugural Sheffield-Evans Scholarship, which honors former 
Korean War POW Ed Sheffield and the late Paul Raymond Evans, who was 
killed in action in Vietnam on May 5, 1968. They are shown with Historical 
Society President J.T. Davis. The scholarship program is funded through 
contributions made by former Florida legislator and Taylor County coach, 
Ken Smith.

Cindy Worsham (right) was the winner of a handmade patriotic quilt 
donated to the Historical Society by Elouise Carter Coker.

Betty Ratliff designed 
the fresh floral 
centerpieces featured 
on the banquet tables. 

Flintknapper Gabe Sadler (left) shared samples 
of his work with Dr. Jessi Halligan (right). The 
15-year-old brought along a collection of 
arrowheads to display at the banquet.

South Dakota native Dr. Jessi Halligan was the 
keynote speaker for the night, sharing findings 
from her study of Paleoindian sites throughout 
Florida. She noted that more than 10 percent of 
the 700 sites found in Florida are in Taylor and 
Jefferson counties. She recalled her very first 
dive in the Aucilla River and getting “hooked” 
on the area with her first discovery -- a baby 
mastadon bone. “They told us the best places 
to dive were where people set out their catfish 
hooks. And sure enough, when we came up, I had 
several hooks on my wet suit, but I didn’t care, I 
was like ‘I found a baby mastadon bone!’” 

Gabe Sadler, the son 
of Joe and Jennifer 
Sadler, demonstrated 
his flintknapping skills 
and shared information 
about his business,  
Pound the Rock Flint 
Knapping, during the 
banquet. His display 
featured hand-crafted 
arrowheads and knives.



A-9  Taco Times  May 23, 2018

(Continued from page 7)
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA 
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE 
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
Angela M. Ball, Personal 
Representative  
615 N. Jefferson St.
Perry, FL  32347
Leenette W. McMillan-Fredriksson
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 1388
Mayo, FL 32066-1388
(386)294-1688 
(386) 294-1689 (facsimile) 
FBN 075779
mcmillanlaw@windstream.net
5/23, 5/30

Public Notice of Intent to Issue 
Air Permit
Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection
Division of Air Resource Management, 
Office of Permitting and Compliance
Draft Air Permit No. 1230001-078-AC
Foley Cellulose, LLC, Foley Mill
Taylor County, Florida
Applicant:  The applicant for this 
project is Foley Cellulose, LLC.  The 
applicant’s authorized representative 
and mailing address is:  Lee Davis, 
Vice President-General Manager, 
Foley Cellulose, LLC, Foley Mill, One 
Buckeye Drive, Perry, Florida 32348.
Facility Location:  Foley Cellulose, 
LLC operates the existing Foley Mill, 
which is in Taylor County at One 
Buckeye Drive in Perry, Florida.
Project:  The Foley Mill is an existing 
softwood Kraft Process Pulp Mill 
that manufactures bleached market 
pulps and dissolving cellulose pulps 
consisting of the following major 
activities:  two Kraft pulp mills, 
chemical recovery, causticizing, 
purification (i.e. bleaching), 
papermaking, woodyard, and utility 
operations.
The purpose of this project is to 
produce a new pulp product on the No. 
2 Pulping line.  The project will consist 
of decoupling the Line 3 process from 
the No. 2 Pulping Line, and modifying 
and installing new equipment.  
Emission sources from the project 
consist of the following:  No. 2 Batch 
Digester System; Conveyor C-11 
extension; new Repulper; increase 
in noncondensable gases to the No. 
1 Bark Boiler (primary control) and 
No. 1 Power Boiler (backup control); 
and increase in black liquor solids 
(recovery furnaces, smelt dissolving 
tanks and lime kiln).  Emissions 
increases from the project consist of:  
24.95 tons per year (TPY) for carbon 
monoxide; 26.02 TPY for nitrogen 
oxides; 18.11 TPY for particulate 
matter (PM); 11.64 TPY for PM with 
a mean diameter of 10 microns or 
less (PM10); 5.76 TPY of PM2.5; 
36.53 TPY of sulfur dioxide (SO2); 
1.42 TPY of sulfuric acid mist; 12.05 
TPY of volatile organic compounds; 
0.002 TPY of lead; 5.92 TPY of total 
reduced sulfur (TRS); 2.09 TPY of 
hydrogen sulfide; and 2,133.97 TPY 
of greenhouse gases.  To provide 
reasonable assurance that the 
project does not trigger Prevention 
of Significant Deterioration (PSD) 
review pursuant to Rule 62-212.400, 
Florida Administrative Code, the 
applicant is required to monitor 
and report for a period of 5-years 
the actual pulp production, steam 
demand, and actual emissions 
reporting for SO2 and TRS.
Permitting Authority:  Applications 
for air construction permits are 
subject to review in accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter 403, 
Florida Statutes (F.S.) and Chapters 
62-4, 62-210 and 62-212 of the 
Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.).  
The proposed project is not exempt 
from air permitting requirements 
and an air permit is required to 
perform the proposed work.  The 
Permitting Authority responsible for 
making a permit determination for 
this project is the Office of Permitting 
and Compliance in the Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Division 
of Air Resource Management.  The 
Permitting Authority’s physical 
address is:  2600 Blair Stone Road, 
Tallahassee, Florida.  The Permitting 
Authority’s mailing address is:  
2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #5505, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400.  
The Permitting Authority’s phone 
number is 850-717-9000.
Project File:  A complete project file is 
available for public inspection during 
the normal business hours of 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday (except legal holidays), at 
the address indicated above for the 
Permitting Authority.  The complete 
project file includes the Draft 
Permit, the Technical Evaluation 
and Preliminary Determination, 
the application and information 
submitted by the applicant (exclusive 
of confidential records under 
Section 403.111, F.S.).  Interested 
persons may contact the Permitting 
Authority’s project engineer for 
additional information at the address 
and phone number listed above.  In 
addition, electronic copies of these 
documents are available on the 
following web site by entering the 
draft permit number:  https://fldep.
dep.state.fl.us/air/emission/apds/
default.asp.
Notice of Intent to Issue Air Permit:  
The Permitting Authority gives 
notice of its intent to issue an air 

construction permit to the applicant 
for the project described above.  The 
applicant has provided reasonable 
assurance that operation of proposed 
equipment will not adversely impact 
air quality and that the project will 
comply with all applicable provisions 
of Chapters 62-4, 62-204, 62-210, 
62-212, 62-296 and 62-297, F.A.C.  
The Permitting Authority will issue 
a Final Permit in accordance with 
the conditions of the proposed Draft 
Permit unless a timely petition for an 
administrative hearing is filed under 
Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S. 
or unless public comment received 
in accordance with this notice results 
in a different decision or a significant 
change of terms or conditions.
Comments:  The Permitting Authority 
will accept written comments 
concerning the proposed Draft Permit 
for a period of 14 days from the date 
of publication of the Public Notice.  
Written comments must be received 
by the Permitting Authority by close 
of business (5:00 p.m.) on or before 
the end of this 14-day period.  If 
written comments received result 
in a significant change to the Draft 
Permit, the Permitting Authority shall 
revise the Draft Permit and require, 
if applicable, another Public Notice.  
All comments filed will be made 
available for public inspection.
Petitions:  A person whose substantial 
interests are affected by the 
proposed permitting decision may 
petition for an administrative hearing 
in accordance with Sections 120.569 
and 120.57, F.S.  Petitions filed by 
any persons other than those entitled 
to written notice under Section 
120.60(3), F.S., must be filed within 
14 days of publication of the Public 
Notice or receipt of a written notice, 
whichever occurs first.  Under Section 
120.60(3), F.S., however, any person 
who asked the Permitting Authority 
for notice of agency action may file 
a petition within 14 days of receipt of 
that notice, regardless of the date of 
publication.  A petitioner shall mail a 
copy of the petition to the applicant 
at the address indicated above, 
at the time of filing.  A petition for 
administrative hearing must contain 
the information set forth below and 
must be filed (received) with the 
Agency Clerk in the Office of General 
Counsel, 3900 Commonwealth 
Boulevard, MS 35, Tallahassee, 
Florida 32399-3000, Agency_Clerk@
dep.state.fl.us, before the deadline.  
The failure of any person to file a 
petition within the appropriate time 
period shall constitute a waiver 
of that person’s right to request 
an administrative determination 
(hearing) under Sections 120.569 
and 120.57, F.S., or to intervene 
in this proceeding and participate 
as a party to it.  Any subsequent 
intervention (in a proceeding initiated 
by another party) will be only at the 
approval of the presiding officer upon 
the filing of a motion in compliance 
with Rule 28-106.205, F.A.C.
A petition that disputes the material 
facts on which the Permitting 
Authority’s action is based must 
contain the following information: 
(a) The name and address of each 
agency affected and each agency’s 
file or identification number, if 
known; (b) The name, address, any 
email address, telephone number 
and any facsimile number of the 
petitioner; the name, address any 
email address, telephone number, 
and any facsimile number of the 
petitioner’s representative, if 
any, which shall be the address 
for service purposes during the 
course of the proceeding; and an 
explanation of how the petitioner’s 
substantial interests will be affected 
by the agency determination; (c) A 
statement of when and how each 
petitioner received notice of the 
agency action or proposed decision; 
(d) A statement of all disputed 
issues of material fact.  If there are 
none, the petition must so state; 
(e) A concise statement of the 
ultimate facts alleged, including the 
specific facts the petitioner contends 
warrant reversal or modification of 
the agency’s proposed action; (f) 
A statement of the specific rules 
or statutes the petitioner contends 
require reversal or modification of the 
agency’s proposed action including 
an explanation of how the alleged 
facts relate to the specific rules or 
statutes; and, (g) A statement of the 
relief sought by the petitioner, stating 
precisely the action the petitioner 
wishes the agency to take with 
respect to the agency’s proposed 
action.  A petition that does not 
dispute the material facts upon which 
the Permitting Authority’s action is 
based shall state that no such facts 
are in dispute and otherwise shall 
contain the same information as set 
forth above, as required by Rule 28-
106.301, F.A.C.
Because the administrative hearing 
process is designed to formulate final 
agency action, the filing of a petition 
means that the Permitting Authority’s 
final action may be different from 

the position taken by it in this Public 
Notice of Intent to Issue Air Permit.  
Persons whose substantial interests 
will be affected by any such final 
decision of the Permitting Authority 
on the application have the right to 
petition to become a party to the 
proceeding, in accordance with the 
requirements set forth above.
Mediation:  Mediation is not available 
in this proceeding. 
5/23

PUBLIC MEETING
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
Please take notice that the Three 
Rivers Regional Library Board will 
hold a regularly scheduled Board 
Meeting on Thursday, June 14, 2018 
at 3:00 p.m., at the Lafayette County 
Public Library, in Mayo, Florida. 
All interested persons are invited 
to attend and be heard. Please be 
advised, that if a person decides to 
appeal any decision made by the 
Board with respect to any matter 
considered at such hearing, that 
person will need a record of the 
proceedings, and that, for such 
purpose, he/she may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. 
“Person with disabilities requesting 
reasonable accommodations to 
participate in this proceeding should 
contact (386) 294-1600 (Voice & 
TDD) or via Florida Relay Service at 
(800) 955-8771.”
5/23

Taylor County Schools will be 
participating in the Summer 
Food Service Program during the 
months of June and July. 
Nutritionally balanced meals will be 
provided to all children regardless 
of race, color, sex, disability, age 
or national origin during summer 
vacation when school breakfasts and 
lunches are not available. All children 
18 years old and younger, if open site, 
are eligible for meals at no charge, 
and there will be no discrimination 
in the course of the meal service. 
The programs are only approved for 
geographical areas of need where 
50 percent or more of the children 
qualify for free and reduced-price 
meals during the school year. 
In accordance with Federal law, and 
US Department of Agriculture policy, 
this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, age or 
disability. 
To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write to USDA Director, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 
632-9992 (Voice). Individuals who 
are hearing impared or have speech 
disabilities may contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service 
at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-
6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
Summer feeding sites that are 
located at schools provide meals to 
all children in the immediate vicinity 
in addition to those enrolled in 
summer school. 
The following sites will be 
participating in the Summer Food 
Service Program:
Taylor Elementary School
June 4, 2018 thru July 5, 2018 – 
Monday thru Thursday only
Breakfast 7:30-8:00 
Lunch 11:30-12:00
Child Development Center
May 31, 2018 thru July 19, 2018 – 
Monday thru Friday
Breakfast 8:30-9:00
Lunch 11:45-12:15
5/23

TDA 18-014
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that Tim 
Klace the holder of the following 
certificate has filed said certificate for 
a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number, year of issuance, 
description of the property and the 
names in which the property was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate Number: 118
Year of Issuance: 2014 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number R01910-200 
Commence at the Northwest corner 
of the Northeast ¼ of Section 04 
Township 03 Range 07 then run South 
840.5 feet then run East 479.81 feet 
then run North 27 Degrees West 
along Road 935.10 feet then run 
West along section line 48.43 feet 
to the Point of Beginning  Containing 
5.09 acres, more or less. Recorded 
in Taylor County official record 659, 
page 622.
Name in which assessed: Kenneth 
Wayne Starling           
Said property being in the County 
of Taylor, State of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property 
described shall be sold to the highest 
bidder at the courthouse door on 

the 25h day of June, 2018 at 11:00 
o’clock a.m. 
Dated this 23rd day of May, 2018
Signature:   
Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of Circuit Court
Taylor County, Florida
5/23, 5/30, 6/6, 6/13

TDA 18-009
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
Capital One CLTRL Assignee of FIG 
2222, LLC the holder of the following 
certificate has filed said certificate for 
a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number, year of issuance, 
description of the property and the 
names in which the property was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate Number: 289
Year of Issuance: 2016 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number R04674-000 
Lots 1 & 2, Block 7 of the Homehaven 
Subdivision less right of way Wilson 
St. Containing 0.15 acres, more 
or less. Recorded in official record 
247, page 771 incorrect deed official 
record 380-527.
Name in which assessed Ellie Cox 
Est. 
Said property being in the County 
of Taylor, State of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property 
described shall be sold to the highest 
bidder at the courthouse door on 
the 18th day of June, 2018 at 11:00 
o’clock a.m. 
Dated this 16th  day of May, 2018
Signature: Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of Circuit Court
Taylor County, Florida
5/16, 5/23, 5/30, 6/6

TDA 18-008
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that CAZ 
CREEK HOLDINGS, LLC  the holder of 
the following certificate has filed said 
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number, 
year of issuance, description of the 
property and the names in which 
the property was assessed are as 
follows:
Certificate Number: 540 
Year of Issuance: 2016 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number R04957-418 
Lot 18 Block 13 of A B McRae 
Subdivision. Containing .13 acres, 
more or less. Recorded in Taylor 
County official record 567, page 243.
Name in which assessed: Annie Ruth 
Adams & Willie James Abercrombie 
Said property being in the County 
of Taylor, State of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property 
described shall be sold to the highest 
bidder at the courthouse door on the 
18th day of  June, 2018 at 11:00 
o’clock a.m. 
Dated this 14st day of May, 2018
Signature: Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of Circuit Court
Taylor County, Florida
5/16, 5/23, 5/30, 6/6

TDA 18-011
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
Capital One CLTRL Assignee of FIG 
2222, LLC the holder of the following 
certificate has filed said certificate for 
a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number, year of issuance, 
description of the property and the 
names in which the property was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate Number: 604
Year of Issuance: 2016 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number R05224-000 
Commence at the Northwest corner 
of the Southeast ¼ of the Northwest 
¼ then run East 395.5 feet to Point of 
Beginning then run East 95 feet then 
South 209.5 feet to North Boundary 
Live Oak Perry & Gulf Railroad Right 
of way then run Southwest along 
said boundary 105 feet then North 
249 feet to Point of Beginning.  
Containing .60 acres MOL. Recorded 
in Taylor County Official Record 422-
797 & 695-492 
Name in which assessed: William F. 
Strickland Estate 
Said property being in the County of 
Taylor, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to law, the 
property described shall be sold to 

the highest bidder at the courthouse 
door on the 18th day of June, 2018 at 
11:00 o’clock a.m. 
Dated this 16th day of May, 2018
Signature:  Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of Circuit Court
Taylor County, Florida
5/16, 5/23, 5/30, 6/6

TDA 18-012
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that CAZ 
CREEK HOLDINGS, LLC the holder of 
the following certificate has filed said 
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number, 
year of issuance, description of the 
property and the names in which 
the property was assessed are as 
follows:
Certificate Number: 882 
Year of Issuance: 2016 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number R06558-024 
Commence at the Northeast corner of 
the Northeast1/4 of the Southeast ¼ 
South 88 degrees West 1306.13 feet 
to a point of Beginning then South 
1332 feet then North 88 degrees East 
974.04 feet then North 01 degrees 
East 30 feet then South 88 degrees 
West 646.95 feet then North 1303.54 
feet then South 88 degrees West 
326.75 feet to the point of beginning 
subject to Easements. Containing 
10.00 acres, more or less. Recorded 
in Taylor County official record 608, 
page 631 & official record 717 page 
178 . Together with a double wide 
mobile home.
Name in which assessed: Allen D. 
Weeks 
Said property being in the County of 
Taylor, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to law, the 
property described shall be sold to 
the highest bidder at the courthouse 
door on the 18th day of June, 2018 at 
11:00 o’clock a.m. 
Dated this 14st day of May, 2018
Signature:  Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of Circuit Court
Taylor County, Florida
5/16, 5/23, 5/30, 6/6

TDA 18-013
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that Tim 
Klace the holder of the following 
certificate has filed said certificate for 
a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number, year of issuance, 
description of the property and the 
names in which the property was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate Number: 891
Year of Issuance: 2012 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number R06415-660 
Lot 2 Block I of Stricklands Landing 
Subdivision. Containing 7.02 acres, 
more or less. Recorded in Taylor 
County official record 394, page 01.
Name in which assessed: Shannan 
Copen & William Allen Estate 
Said property being in the County 
of Taylor, State of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be redeemed 
according to law, the property 
described shall be sold to the highest 
bidder at the courthouse door on 
the 25h day of June, 2018 at 11:00 
o’clock a.m. 
Dated this 23rd  day of May, 2018
Signature:   
Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of Circuit Court
Taylor County, Florida
5/23, 5/30, 6/6, 6/13

TDA 18-010
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 
Capital One CLTRL Assignee of FIG 
2222, LLC the holder of the following 
certificate has filed said certificate for 
a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number, year of issuance, 
description of the property and the 
names in which the property was 
assessed are as follows:
Certificate Number: 1115
Year of Issuance: 2016 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number R08020-000 
Commence at the Southeast corner 
of the Southwest ¼ of the Northeast 
¼ then run West 130 feet for a Point 
of Beginning then West 100 feet 
then North 280 feet then East 100 
feet then South 280 feet to Point 
of Beginning  Taylor County Official 

Record 699-389 & 700-320
Name in which assessed: James R. II 
& Nakeesha A. Cannon 
Said property being in the County of 
Taylor, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to law, the 
property described shall be sold to 
the highest bidder at the courthouse 
door on the 18th day of June, 2018 at 
11:00 o’clock a.m. 
Dated this 16th day of May, 2018
Signature:  Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of Circuit Court
Taylor County, Florida
5/16, 5/23, 5/30, 6/6

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS FOR OLD HOSPITAL 
ASBESTOS ABATEMENT
The Taylor County Board of County 
Commissioners is soliciting sealed 
proposals for asbestos abatement/
removal on the 2-story medical 
building and 1-story support services 
building at the Taylor County Old 
Hospital site located at 407 E Ash 
Street, Perry, Florida 32347.
Qualified firms or individuals desiring 
to provide the required services must 
submit the proposal packages in a 
sealed envelope or similar package 
marked “Sealed Proposal for Old 
Hospital Asbestos Abatement” to the 
Clerk of Court, 1st Floor Courthouse, 
108 North Jefferson Street, Suite 
102, Perry, Florida 32347, to arrive 
no later than 4:00 P.M., local time, on 
Friday, July 13, 2018.  All proposals 
MUST have the respondent’s name 
and mailing address clearly shown 
on the outside of the envelope or 
package when submitted.  Proposals 
will be opened and respondents 
announced at 9:00 A.M. local time, 
or as soon thereafter as practical, 
on Tuesday, July 17, 2018, in 
the Taylor County Administrative 
Complex, Old Post Office, 201 East 
Green Street, Perry, Florida 32347.
Proposal information MUST 
be obtained from the Building 
Department located at the 
Administrative Complex, 201 East 
Green Street, Perry, Florida 32347.
Required Proposal information:
1. Firm Overview – Provide 
firm information including, but not 
limited to, Physical Address, Date 
Established, Key Project Personnel, 
Current Insurance Coverages, and 
Ability to Provide Requested Services.
2. Prior Related Experience 
– Project Examples for last five years 
for which similar services have been 
provided.  For each project, indicate 
(1) Project Name and Location, 
(2) Description of Project, (3) 
Owner Name, Address and Contact 
information, (4) Cost of Work and (5) 
Date Completed.
3. Scope of Work – Proposal 
detail.  Refer to Asbestos Renovation 
Survey available from the Taylor 
County Administrative Complex for 
suggested scope of work.
4. Fee - Proposed pricing for asbestos 
abatement and any required 
demolition.
5. Project Timeline – Provide timeline 
outlining proposed starting date, 
estimated length of project, and date 
of completion.
The County reserves the right, in 
its sole and absolute discretion, 
to reject any or all proposals, to 
cancel or withdraw this request for 
proposals at any time and waive any 
irregularities in the proposal process.  
The County reserves the right to 
award any contract to the respondent 
which it deems to offer the best 
overall service; therefore, the County 
is not bound to award any contract 
based on the lowest quoted price.  
The County, in its sole and absolute 
discretion, also reserves the right 
to waive any minor defects in the 
process and to accept the proposal 
deemed to be in the County’s best 
interest.  The County, in its sole and 
absolute discretion, also reserves 
the right to assign a local business 
preference in a maximum amount 
of five (5) percent of the proposed 
price(s), under the conditions set 
forth in Ordinance 2003-12.  No 
faxed proposals will be accepted.
For additional information contact:
William D. (Danny) Griner
Taylor County Building Dept.
201 E. Green Street
Perry, FL. 32347
(850) 838-3500
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, Taylor 
County, Florida.
5/18, 5/23

You can now include a PICTURE with your classified ad!
Only $10 per run! Call 584-5513 to place your ad today!



continued to lose FTE. 
The official website for the 
Florida Legislature states, 
“The Florida Education 
Finance Program (FEFP) 
uses a unit of measurement 
for each student called a 
full-time equivalent (FTE). 
One FTE equals 900 hours 
or one school year of 
instruction provided to a 
student. Surveys are taken 
twice during the regular 
school year in each school 
to determine the number 
of students, or unweighted 
FTE, that are enrolled.” This 
unit of measurement is what 
the FEFP uses to distribute 
funding throughout the 
school year to school 
districts. 

While state and federal 
funding continues to be cut, 
the school district’s operating 
expenses continue to rise. 
Insurance premiums are 
expected to rise by $100,000 
next year and retirement rates 
have recently risen from 7.92 
percent to 8.26 percent. 

In light of the Parkland 
school shooting in February, 
the district also anticipates 

rising costs due to stricter 
safety requirements. If 
approved, the 0.25 mill tax 
would help cover those costs. 

The 0.25 mill levy 
generated $335,000  in 2017-
18, and while Valentine says 
that is a good average as to 
how much funding will be 
raised annually in the future, 
she stated that the amount 

could go up or down – 
depending on tax values. 

 The proposed referendum 
will now be brought before 
the Taylor County Board 
of County Commissioners 
for approval, before being 
transmitted to the Taylor 
County Supervisor of 
Elections for inclusion on the 
Nov. 6 ballot.
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qualifying, Newman will 
face that person in the 
Primary Election. All of 
the NPA candidates move 
directly to the November 
General Election.

The winner of 
November’s election will 
serve the remaining two 
years of the term originally 
won by Frank Russell, who 
died in February. Spradley 
was appointed by Gov. Rick 
Scott to fill the seat through 
the November election.

Moving forward, should 
anyone wish to qualify for a 

local race, they will need to 
pay the qualifying fee, which 
is based on a percentage of 
the seat’s salary. For partisan 
races, such as county 
commission, it is six percent 
of the annual salary, while for 
the non-partisan races, such 
as the Taylor County School 
Board, it is four percent of 
the annual salary. Thus, for a 
county commission seat, the 
qualifying fee is $1,849.50, 
while for school board seat, 
it is $1,083.16. 

The Perry City Council’s 
fee is calculated differently, 
consisting of $25 plus one-
percent election assessment, 
totaling $115.25. There 

is also an additional one 
percent election assessment 
that city candidates 
must pay as required by 
the Florida Elections 
Commission, although if 
candidates cannot afford 
this assessment, they can 
provide a sworn statement 
attesting to such.

Finally, the qualifying 
fee for the Soil & Water 
Conservation District is $25.

Final qualifying for 
county and school district 
races will take place from 
12 noon on June 18 through 
12 noon on June 22. For city 
candidates, qualifying will 
be 12 noon on June 18.

“Alan, I know you have 
hiring experience with your 
job. Don Cook was HR for 
Florida State University and 
Tom’s, and he served on this 
council. He has agreed to 
serve if asked. I believe the 
third member should be our 
very own city manager. In 
the end, the city council will 
hire (the new city manager), 
not the team,” Sullivan  
said.

“I like that idea,” 
Councilman Mike Deming 
said.

“It’s a good way to 
streamline it. There’s 
no telling how many 
applications we will receive. 
I do think all five of us (on 
the city council) need to 
touch each application,” 
Hall said. “Don would 
be a good choice. He did 
hire Bob, he has hired a 
city manager before, so he 
would bring some input to 
the table. I’m fine with that.”

“I am not in agreement 
with the team. Don used to 
be on the council. He and 

Bob are good friends. I don’t 
have anything against Bob, 
but I don’t think Bob should 
be in on the process of 
hiring a new city manager. 
Alan, Alan I’m fine with. 
I just don’t agree with the 
other two,” Woodfaulk said.

“Do you have any 
suggestions?” Sullivan 
asked.

“I wasn’t expecting 
this tonight, but I could 
come back with some,” 
Woodfaulk said.

The workshop discussion 
then moved away from the 
issue and focused on the 
details of the advertisement 
for the position, which was 
slated to be approved by the 
council at its Tuesday night 
meeting.

The final details of the 
advertisement will be 
featured in Friday’s Perry 
News-Herald.

The end of Monday’s 
workshop took a testy turn 
when Dr. Willie Anderson 
addressed the council.

“I feel like I’m the 
Al Sharpton of Perry,” 
Anderson said. “I have 
heard that I have been called 

that. I am against the (hiring) 
committee (team). When 
I speak, I am speaking for 
17 pastors, all members of 
the United Pastors Alliance, 
as I am president of the 
Alliance,” Anderson said.

“You may be representing 
them, but I’m not sure 
you’re speaking for them,” 
Sullivan said.

“I was elected president 
and when I speak, I am 
speaking for them,” 
Anderson said.

“I would be very surprised 
they would give you full 
authority to speak on their 
behalf with everything you 
say,” Sullivan said.

Andeson then said 
bluntly to Sullivan, “I wish 
somebody was running 
against you.”

Sullivan and Deming 
both took exception to the 
comment, with Deming 
stating, “That was uncalled 
for.”

The meeting ended 
with the council looking 
to take action on the job 
advertisement when it re-
convened for its regular 
meeting Tuesday.

TAX
Continued from page 1

Tax raised $335,000 in 2017-18

WOODFAULK
Continued from page 1

Woodfaulk: ‘I don’t think Bob 
should be in (hiring) process’

ELECTION 2018
Continued from page 1

Candidate qualifying fees 
range from $25 to $1,849

Welding certifications
All students in Big Bend Technical College’s welding program earned 

AWS certification, including: (post-secondary adult students) Angus 
Davenport, Michael Goley, Chandler Baker, Zach Dennison, Clyde Burke, 
Evan Rickenburg and Brent Mathis; and (high school dual-enrolled students) 
Hunter Brown, Keistin Anderson, Titan Cruce, Drayton Pegg, Brian Keen, 
Austin Baumgardner, Holden Richardson, Jarrett Stephenson, Cody Davis, 
Ryan Hart and Hunter McCulley. They are shown with instructors Tim Brown 
and Cecil Gainey, along with AWS welding inspectors Robert Travis and 
Malcom Profit.
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One-hundred and fifty-
six Taylor County High 
School students, making 

up the largest graduating 
class in recent memory, will 
hear their names called this 

Friday at Dorsett Stadium 
during commencement 
ceremonies.

The event will mark the 
culmination of years of 
study, dedication and hard 
work for the students of the 
Class of 2018.

Friday’s ceremony will 
begin at 8:18 p.m. with the 
candidates for graduation 
entering the stadium to 
“Pomp and Circumstance” 
performed by the Taylor 
County High School Band. 

The JROTC Color Guard 
will raise the American flag 
while the band presents the 
national anthem.  The pledge 
of allegiance will be led by 
Logan Calhoun, senior class 
vice president.

Principal Charles Finley 
will deliver the welcoming 
address and introduce 
special guests at the 
ceremony.

Salutatorian Anika 
Chowdhury and 
Valedictorian Joel Stengel 
will then deliver speeches to 
their fellow graduates. 

Delanie Louk, senior 
class president, will present 
a farewell address, followed 
by the “Alma Mater” led 
by Senior Class Secretary 
Sasha Snowden.

Graduating seniors will be 
awarded their diplomas by 
Finley and Superintendent 
of Schools Danny Glover 
Jr. Distinction will be given 
to students graduating with 
honors (cum laude), high 
honors (magna cum laude) 
or highest honors (summa 
cum laude).

Once the students have 
diplomas in hand, Finley 
will lead the Class of 2018 
in the changing of tassels, 
completing their high school 
careers and sending them on 
to their future pursuits.

In the case of rain,  the 
ceremony will be held in the 
TCHS gym at 8:18 p.m.

2018 Graduation Edition   Page 2

156 seniors to receive diplomas at 
TCHS commencement ceremony

Taylor County 
High School

Class of 2018
Commencement 

Friday, May 25  •  8:18 p.m.
Dorsett Stadium

Nazil Ahmed Desirea Alexander

Brandon Allbritton Sydney Aman

Keistin Anderson

Rodney Beasley Jr.

David Bailey Jr.

Hunter Bell

Alexis Belle

Corbin Bennett

Haleigh Bembry

Henry Blue

Kendal Blue
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Taylor County High School Class of 2018 seniors 
received a total of $1,035,323.00 in scholarships presented 
at the annual Awards Assembly held Tuesday, May 15.

Sixty-eight seniors will receive a Merit Diploma, with 
a special designation placed on their diplomas at this 
Friday’s commencement ceremony signifying the industry 
certifications they earned.

Another 32 seniors earned Scholar Diplomas and will 
likewise receive a designation on their diplomas. 

Fifteen seniors received academic recognition for 
acceptance to a four-year university.

A total of seven seniors have enlisted to serve in the U.S. 
Armed Forces and will be eligible for the G.I. Bill.

Those students included:
• U.S. Marines: Cassie Stewart, Jacob Patterson and 

Keistin Anderson.
• U.S. Army: Shawna Montgomery, Clinton Wood, 

Brian Cruse and Chris Piet.
• U.S. Army Reserves: Dylan Wilson.
Other honorees and scholarship recipients during Awards 

Night included:
• Distinguished Scholars Award (FAMU): Joel Stengel.
• Perry Rotary Club: Delanie Louk and Jessica 

Knowles.
• Robert Shelton Edwards Memorial Scholarship: 

Austin Lago 
• Perry Kiwanis Club: Kinley Dorman and Josh Mixon.
• Consolidated Communications: Andrew Hall.
• Homer J. Smith Scholarship: Hunter Bell, Nate 

Washington, Jeremiah Edmond, Jakari Hankerson, Areon 
Mitchell, Markayvia Robinson and Javon Ross.

• Taylor County Gator Club: Katelyn Gant and Nazil 

Ahmed.
• Brett Bassett Scholarship: Nathaniel Washington.
• City Wide Mission: Hunter Bell.
• Tallahassee Delta Sigma Alumnae: Jack Deming.
• Boys and Girls Club/Americorps: Rodney Beasley, 

Leneir Britt, Cavariya Cook, Ja’kari Hankerson, Conrad 
McNeal, Markayvia Robinson and Cassie Stewart.

• Wayne Walker Welding Scholarship: Owen Drawdy.
• 4-H Scholarship: Megan Mosley and Max Strum.
• Taylor Historical Society: Meagan Mosley and Jack 

Deming.
• Tri-County Electric Cooperative: Jarrett Touchton.
• Perry Woman’s Club: Jarrett Touchton and Clara 

Lilliott.
• Perry-Taylor County Chamber of Commerce: 

Shawn Gladwell, Timothy Williams and Owen Drawdy.
• Integrity Mentoring Scholarship: Sahil Patel, 

Markayvia Robinson and Austin Lago.
• Taylor County Emergency Management CERT: 

Lori Stewart 
• North Florida Community College: Kendal Blue, 

Jessica Knowles, Henry Blue, Heidi English, Jayden 
Crowell, Areon Mitchell, Robert Hall, Thomas Lee, Hunter 
Lundy and Dylan Wilson.

• Bright Futures Academic Scholar: Jack Deming, 
Hunter Lundy and Connor Stengel.

• Bright Futures Medallion Scholar: Dylan Clark, 
Katherine Crawford, Keegan Ingle, Robert Kelly, Jessica 
Knowles, Austin Lago, Delanie Louk, Jordan Niles, Emily 
O’Brien, Jeremy Padgett and Jarrett Touchton.

• Bright Futures Gold Seal Scholar: Henry Blue, Josh 
Mixon and Shawna Montgomery.

At annual awards assembly

Seniors receive more than 
$1 million in scholarships

Mark Boatwright Anabel Bodine Sydney Bohlman Millie Branch La’Chadrick Britt Lajohna Britt

Leneir Britt Brittany Brock
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Senior
Superlatives

Most Talented: 
Anthony Finn & Delanie Louk

Most Happy-Go-Lucky: 
Silvia Villagomez & Drayton Pegg

Most Likely to Succeed: 
Connor Stengel & Jessica Knowles

Most Talkative: 
Sasha Snowden & Naldrec Dixon

Class Clowns: 
Rodney Beasley & Kate Murphy

Most Athletic: 
Destyni Cooper & Chris Reaves

Most Shy: 
Keagen Ingle & Victoria Morgan

Most Friendly: 
Jordan Niles & Kinley Dorman

Most School Spirited: 
Clara Lilliott & Dilan Clark

Mikayla Brooke Ebone Brown Hunter Brown Dalton Browning Sarah BuzbeeDelrikos Brooks Jr.

Logan Calhoun William Carrier Jr. Chase Carter Nita Carter Casey ChesterAlejandro Carlin

Anika Chowdhury Joshua ClaytonSanjana Chowdhury Dilan Clark

Tyena Collier Cavariya Cook

Destyni Cooper Victoria Corson



Thirteen Taylor County High School seniors, along with 23 adults, toured New York City on the annual senior trip. The group visited Grand Central 
Terminal, Roosevelt Island, Ellen Stardust Diner, the Apollo Theatre, the 9/11 Memorial Pools, Central Park and One World Trade observation deck. 
They also attended a Mets baseball game, a museum dinner cruise and the broadway show “Wicked.” Other activities included taking a ride on a Staten 
Island ferry, walking the Brooklyn Bridge, enjoying a family-style dinner at Tony Di Napoli’s, eating at Grimaldi’s Pizza and much more. The group left 
Thursday, May 17, and returned Monday night. “Special thanks to everyone who bought items through our fund-raiser or made donations to make this 
trip possible,” organizers said. “Special thanks to our senior sponsor, the wonderful Carol Wentworth.”
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TCHS seniors take on the Big Apple
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Proprietors:  Charles August, Jerry Buggs, Walter Bishop,
George Clayton, Harry Demps, Chenita Jones and Dock R. Choice, LFD

Trinity Funeral Home
of Perry, Inc.

1159 Highway 98 West    (850) 584-9620

Congratulations
on your

graduation from

Taylor County High School 
& Big Bend Technical College

We wish for you a bright future.
Stay focused on your goals in life

and give it your very best!

More Senior
Superlatives

Most Dependable : 
Cory Cruce & Nicheal Wiley

Most Flirtatious: 
Caleb Ford & Rylee Hudson

Unsong Heroes: 
Katherine “Oliver” Crawford 

& Brandin Thurman

Most Fun on a Deserted Island: 
Caleb Ford & Hanna Searcy

Most Likely to 
Attend Every Reunion: 

Connor Stengel & Anna Morgan

Most Likely to
Take Over the World: 

Max Sturm and Katelyn Schmigel

Best Nicknames: 
Destyni “D-Man” Cooper

& Ja’kari “Slo-D” Hankerson

Katherine Crawford Jayden Crowell Chloe Cruce Titan CruceCory Cruce Brian Cruse Jr.

Tyler Cruse Wesley DavidsonKasey Cruse

Shaun Deese John Deming Naldrec Dixon

Kinley Dorman Jeremiah Eddings

Jeremiah Edmond Damion Fall

Owen Drawdy

Heidi English

Senior Officers
President

Delanie Louk
Vice President
Logan Calhoun

Secretary
Sasha Snowden

Quotable Quotes
“Education is the most powerful weapon 

which you can use to change the world.”
-- Nelson Mandela

“Education is the key to unlock the 
golden door of freedom.”

-- George Washington Carver

“Develop a passion for learning. If you 
do, you will never cease to grow.”

-- Anthony J. D’Angelo
“Education is not the filling of a pail, but 

the lighting of a fire.”
-- William Butler Yeats
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Caleb Ford Katelyn Gant

Summer Gilley Shawn Gradwell

Anthony Finn Jr.

Danauria Glanton

TCHS Alma Mater
Dear old High School

We love her
Our ideal and pride

We will hold up her standards
Whatever may betide

We will follow her colors
Flung out to the sky

We will give our hearts’ devotion
To old Taylor High

Caden Grambling La’zaria Green Jarred Griner

Robert Hall Ja’kari Hankerson Breanna Hill

Class Color:
Camo

Class Flower: Rose

Class Song:
“5 More Seconds” by Scotty McCreery

Class Motto:
“It is what it is”
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Justin Holden Rylee Hudson Keegan Ingle Nazarian Johnson Jr. Jacquez King

Jessica Knowles Austin Lago Thomas Lee Elena Lemus Clara Lilliott Landon Livingston

Delanie Louk Hunter Lundy Madison Luther Dageonna Manning

Austin Kidd

Ciara Lytle Ceanna Markle

Ian McGuffie Brooke McGuire Conrad McNeal Jr.

Lillie McNutt Dillon Milstead

A newspaper subscription 
makes a great graduation gift!

Call 584-5513 to get yours today!
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Taylor County High School
Class 

of 
2018

Areon Mitchell Joshua Mixon Shawna Montgomery Anna Morgan Victoria Morgan Meagan Mosley

Kate Murphy Clare Nettles

Jordan Niles Emily O’Brien

Jeremy Padgett Ariel Parker James Parker III Jacob Patterson

Drayton Pegg Abigail Ratliff Christopher Reaves Jr. Chadrick Richardson Kylee Roberts Markayvia Robinson

Lachadrick Pace Sahil Patel
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Joleea Robles Seth Rucks Katie Russell Bethany Sadler Katelyn Schmigel

Kayla Schmigel Kendall Smith Sasha Snowden Connor Stengel

Cassie Stewart Lori Stewart Maxwell Sturm

Hanna Searcy

Javon Ross

Hayley Severance

TCHS Class of 2018
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Alexandria Touchton Jarrett Touchton

Victoria Valentine

Ashley TuckerEgypt Thompson Brandin ThurmanDelilah Thomas

Jahquez Vaughn Silvia Villagomez Trenten Weatherly Lillie WelchNathaniel Washington III

Patrick Whiddon Nicheal Wiley Brailyn Wilkes Timothy Williams Dylan WilsonKindall Williamson

Clinton Wood Brandon Young

Keon Irvin Aubreigh Johnson Robert Kelly Jr.

Graduates not pictured

Quotable Quotes
The quotes below were 

taken from commencement 
speeches given this year 
around the country:

“Invest in the importance 
of the moment and cherish 
it. Savor the tastes of your 
triumph today. Don’t just 
swallow the moment whole 
without digesting what is 
actually happening.”

-- Chadwick Boseman

“Fearlessness means 
taking the first step, even if 
you don’t know where it will 
take you. It means being 
driven by a higher purpose, 
rather than by applause. 
It means knowing that 
you reveal your character 
when you stand apart, more 
than when you stand with 
the crowd. If you step up, 
without fear of failure… 
if you talk and listen to 
each other, without fear of 
rejection… if you act with 
decency and kindness, even 
when no one is looking, 
even if it seems small of 
inconsequential, trust me, 
the rest will fall into place.”

-- Tim Cook

“Be nice to each other. 
Embrace the humanity of 
everyone, especially those 

you don’t understand… 
Telling someone how you 
feel politely instead of 
just avoiding them for six 
weeks — that’s the stuff of 
adulthood. When you rise to 
the moment to embrace the 
humanity of everyone, you 
give yourself a chance to 
grow and achieve a strength 
of character.”

-- Jake Tapper

“Here’s the challenge 
I’m offering you today. 
Our celebration of 
difference needs to extend 
to differences of values 
and beliefs, too. Diversity 
includes political and 
cultural diversity. It includes 
diversity of perspectives 
and approaches to solving 
problems...as you go 
forward from this place, 
I would like you to make 
a point of reaching out to 
people whose beliefs and 
values differ from your own. 
Listen, truly listen, and try 
to understand them, and 
find that common ground.”

-- Justin Trudeau

“When you stand up 
with courage, what you 
can achieve may surprise 
even you. And that’s what 
I want to share with you 

here today: never doubt that 
you can make a space big 
enough for yourself in this 
world.”

-- Cynthia Nixon

“Create a vision for 
your life. Set small goals 
preparing for something 
greater… Believe in 
yourself every minute of 
every day. You are enough, 
so speak to yourself with the 
most wonderful and positive 
words.”

-- George Hill

“Eat a good breakfast. 
Pay your bills on time. 
Recycle. Make your bed. 
Aim high. Say thank you to 
people, and really mean it. 
Ask for help when you need. 
And put your phone away at 
the dinner table.”

-- Oprah Winfrey

“Character traits like 
persistence, ambition, 
inquisitiveness and grit will 
determine your success. 
However, the thing that will 
define you as a person is 
your courage.”

-- Amal Clooney

“I’m Batman.”
-- Michael Keaton

Christopher Piet Lacy Wright



Big Bend Technical 
College (BBTC) will hold 
its 2018 commencement 
ceremony Thursday, May 
24, at 7 p.m. at Forest 
Capital Hall.

The ceremony will honor 
BBTC’s career and technical 
education students as well 
as its general equivalency 
diploma (GED) recipients.

BBTC Director Jodi 
Tillman will lead the 
introduction of graduates, 
followed by the processional 
accompanied by the Taylor 
County High School 
(TCHS) band. Charles 
Sessions will lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance, and 
the band will perform the 
national anthem. Pastor 
David Stephens will provide 
the opening prayer.

Tillman will then 
welcome guests and make 
introductions, followed 
by the awarding of the 
certificates, awards and 
diplomas. Afterward, 
Superintendent of Schools 
Danny Glover Jr. will 
present the declaration of 
graduation, followed by 
the recessional, once again 
accompanied by the TCHS 
band.

This year’s graduates 
include:

• 2017-18 GED 
Graduates: Ethan E. Alsip, 
Logan C. Arnold, Andrew 

J. Berg, Robert L. Bodine, 
Jasmine L. Bowers, Seddrick 
T. Cannon, James C. Crews, 
Marcus A. Cruce, Jeremiah 
S. Cruse, Haley D. Dixon, 
Suzan M.  Everett, Justin 
R. Franklin, Kimberly N. 
Ferguson, Hannah K. Gurr, 
Janna E. Hines, Joceyln 
M. Hines, Mara Johnson, 

Daniel I. Kinard, Sierra M. 
Land, Michael L. Lee, Adam 
L. Livingston, Sandra K. 
Lundy, Cassie D. Markey, 
Mason E. Mims, Paityn M. 
Parker, Seth E. Raulerson, 
Ashley N. Rogers, Garrett 
A. Sadler, Adrian A. Smith, 
Chelsea E. Snizek, Andrew 
K. Thompson, Camryn W. 

Tyler, Shianna M. Warf, 
Isabella C. Waldhaus and 
Layne C. Webb.

• Diesel Maintenance 
Technician: Zachary R. 
Wentz.

• Electronic Technology 
I: Malcom S. Page, Joshua 
S. Bodiford, Quinn B. 
Roosen and Daniel O. 
Everett. Connor Weeks 
was the Most Outstanding 
Secondary Student Award 
recipient.

• Electrical and 
Instrumentation I: John R. 
O’Steen Jr., Austin T. Bush, 
Nicholas S. Revels, Steven 
H. Revels, Kaelen H. Reed 
and Walker R. Lawson. 
Will Knight was the Most 
Outstanding Postsecondary 
Student Award recipient.

• Electrical and 
Instrumentation II: 
Jonathan H. Collins and 
Brandon C. Roberts.

• Millwright I: (Industrial 
Mechanic & Installer) 
Justin B. Anderson, Michael 
C. Kinsey, Ryan K. Koon, 
Nathaniel D. Massey, Bryan 
J. Shaw and Kelsey R. 
Stephens. Luke Hatcher was 
named the Most Outstanding 
Secondary Student Award 
recipient.

• Millwright II: 
(Industrial Mechanic & 
Installer) Michael C. Jerrells, 
Bernard Washington (Most 
Outstanding Postsecondary 
Student Award recipient) 
and Zachary R. Wentz 
(NCCER Millwright 1 & 2 
Certifications).

• Patient Care 
Technician: Brianna K. 
Crews (PCT, CNA, EKG, 
Phlebotomy Industry 
Certifications; Most 
Outstanding Postsecondary 
PCT Student Award 
recipient), Edna J. Gray 
(PCT, EKG Industry 
Certifications), Breanna 
J. Hill (PCT, CNA, EKG, 
Phlebotomy Industry 
Certifications; Most 
Outstanding Secondary 
PCT Student Award 
Recipient), Ashley T. 
Hilson (PCT, EKG Industry 
Certifications), Madison 
S. Luther (PCT, CNA, 
EKG, Phlebotomy Industry 
Certifications), Sarah 
E.  Phillips (PCT, CNA, 
EKG, Phlebotomy Industry 
Certifications), Katie A. 
Russell (PCT, CNA, EKG 
Industry Certifications), 
Stephanie M. Sanchez (PCT, 
CNA, EKG, Phlebotomy 
Industry Certifications), 

Hayley E. Severance 
(PCT, CNA, EKG Industry 
Certifications), Hilarie 
M. Walford (PCT, CNA, 
EKG, Phlebotomy Industry 
Certifications), Destinee 
W. Walker (PCT, CNA, 
EKG, Phlebotomy Industry 
Certifications), Courtney 
N. Weatherly (PCT, CNA, 
EKG, Phlebotomy Industry 
Certifications) and Ashley 
M. Wiedbrecht (PCT, CNA, 
EKG, Phlebotomy Industry 
Certifications).

Industry Certifications: 
PCT – Patient Care 
Technician, CNA – Certified 

Nursing Assistant, EKG 
– Electrocardiogram 
Technician.

• Welding Technology: 
Chandler S. Baker (AWS 
Certified Welder), Matthew 
R. Bubar (AWS Certified 
Welder), Nicholas W. 
Bracewell (AWS Certified 
Welder), Glen W. Coxwell 
(AWS Certified Welder), 
Carson M. Crews (AWS 
Certified Welder), Angus 
C. Davenport (AWS 
Certified Welder), Zachary 
Dennison (AWS Certified 
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BBTC recognizes GED graduates and 
CTE certification recipients Thursday

You are invited to the

Big Bend 
Technical 

College
Class of 2018

Commencement 
Thursday, May 24  •  7 p.m.

Forest Capital Hall Big Bend Technical College held is annual Awards Day 
on May 10, recognizing students from its various programs.

Community recognitions included: Mike Hunter, Scott 
Mixon with Georgia-Pacific and Benji Tuten.

The awards and programs presented included:
Scot Vaughn -- E&I

• Outstanding Secondary: Conner Weeks
• Outstanding Postsecondary: Will Knight.

Tony Philmon -- Millwright
• Outstanding Secondary: Luke Hatcher.
• Outstanding Postsecondary: Bernard Washington.

Laurie Rice -- Patient Care Technician
• Outstanding Secondary Health Science/Nursing 

Assistant: Caelyn Brown
• Outstanding Secondary: Breanna Hill
• Outstanding Postsecondary: Breanna Crews
Danielle Sadler/Sarah Cayson -- Practical Nursing
• Outstanding Postsecondary: Latedra Gent

Tim Brown/Cecil Gainey -- Welding
• First Year Welding Contest: third place, Holden 

Richardson; second place, Austin Baumgardner; and first 
place, Cody Davis.

• Second Year Welding Contest: third place, Austin 
Markham, second place, Charles Gurr; and first place, 

Students honored 
at BBTC’s Awards 
Day held May 10

(From l to r) Practical Nursing Instructor Danielle 
Sadler, Outstanding Postsecondary Student 
Award recipient Latedra Gent and Instructor 
Sarah Cayson.

Patient Care Technician Instructor Laurie Rice 
and Outstanding Postsecondary Student Award 
recipient Breanna Crews.

(From l to r) Welding Instructor Tim Brown,  Outstanding Postsecondary 
Student Award (Welding Technology) recipient Lucas Linton and Instructor 
Cecil Gainey.

➟ Please see page 13

➟ Please see page 13
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Welder), Owen M. Drawdy 
(AWS Certified Welder), 
Dylan C. Foskey (AWS 
Certified Welder), Michael 
A. Goley (AWS Certified 
Welder), Chase B. Gurley 
(AWS Certified Welder), 
Charles J. Gurr (AWS 
Certified Welder), Lucus 
J. Linton (AWS Certified 
Welder; “Most Outstanding 
Postsecondary Student 
Award” recipient), Austin C. 

Markham (AWS Certified 
Welder), Brent A. Mathis 
(AWS Certified Welder), 
Hunter S. McCulley (AWS 
Certified Welder), James 
I. Parker (AWS Certified 
Welder), Andrew T. 
Richardson (AWS Certified 
Welder), Timothy Shane J. 
Williams (AWS Certified 
Welder) and Dylan L. Witt 
(AWS Certified Welder). 
Holden Richardson 
was named the “Most 
Outstanding Secondary 
Student Award” recipient.

• Welding Technology 
Advanced: Bryson R. 
Bracewell (AWS Certified 
Welder), Nicholas W. 
Bracewell (AWS Certified 
Welder), Keyon L. Bruton 
(AWS Certified Welder), 
Glen W. Coxwell (AWS 
Certified Welder), Zachary 
Dennison (AWS Certified 
Welder), Micah C. Flowers 
(AWS Certified Welder), 
Dylan C. Foskey (AWS 
Certified Welder), Charles 
J. Gurr (AWS Certified 
Welder), Lucus J. Linton 

(AWS Certified Welder), 
Victor Perez-Martinez (AWS 
Certified Welder), Andrew T. 
Richardson (AWS Certified 
Welder), John D. Sasser 
(AWS Certified Welder), 
Christopher W. Schild 
(AWS Certified Welder), 
Bryan D. Tyler (AWS 
Certified Welder), Caleb J. 
Wentworth (AWS Certified 
Welder; “Most Outstanding     
Postsecondary Student 
Award” Recipient) and 
Dylan L. Witt (AWS 
Certified Welder). Timothy 

Shane J. Williams was 
named the Most Outstanding 
Secondary Student Award 
recipient.

Industry Certifications:  
AWS - American Welding 
Society Certified Welder.

BBTC will also recognize 
its Practical Nursing 
students, who will complete 
their program and will be 
pinned as Practical Nurse 
graduates June 15.

Those students are: Lyrics 
L. August, Windellyn R. 
Blanton, Isabel M. Borjon, 

Chiara A. Caputo, Lauren A. 
Carlisle, Dakeria R. Choice, 
Latedra L. Gent (Most 
Outstanding Postsecondary 
Student Award Recipient), 
Tanisha A. Johnson, Mel 
E. HR Jones, Andrena 
S. Lawery, Breauna N. 
McDowell, Barbara L.  
Miller, Kentinique S. 
Mingo, Brittany M. Nettles, 
Corey J. Sanchez, Laura 
Sapp, Dana M. Schwab, 
Cassondra Tramel, Iris D. 
Turner and Jaqueline E. 
Turner.

Dylan Witt.
• Most Dedicated Student -- Welding Technology: Owen 

Drawdy.
• Most Dedicated Student -- Welding Technology 

Advanced: Nick Bracewell.
• Rising To Excellence Award -- Welding Technology: 

Titan Cruce.
• Rising To Excellence Award -- Welding Technology 

Advanced: Dylan Witt.
• Outstanding Secondary -- Welding Technology:  

Holden Richardson.
• Outstanding Secondary -- Welding Technology 

Advanced: Shane Williams.
• Outstanding Postsecondary -- Welding Technology: 

Lucas Linton.
• Outstanding Postsecondary -- Welding Technology 

Advanced: Caleb Wentworth.
Merit Designation Graduates

• Keistin Anderson (AWS Certified Welder), Austin 
Baumgardner (AWS Certified Welder), Hunter Brown (AWS 
Certified Welder), Titan Cruce (AWS Certified Welder), 
Cody Davis (AWS Certified Welder), Owen Drawdy (AWS 
Certified Welder), Ryan Hart (AWS Certified Welder), 
Brenna Hill (PCT, CNA, EKG, Phlebotomy), Brian Keen 
(AWS Certified Welder), Madison Luther (PCT, CNA, 
EKG, Phlebotomy), Hunter McCulley (AWS Certified 
Welder), James Parker (AWS Certified Welder), Drayton 
Pegg (AWS Certified Welder), Holden Richardson (AWS 
Certified Welder) Katie Russell (PCT, CNA, EKG), Hayley 
Severance (PCT, CNA, EKG), Jarrett Stephenson (AWS 
Certified Welder) and Timothy Williams (AWS Certified 
Welder).

$250 Dual Enrollment Scholarships
• Keistin Anderson (Welding), David Bailey 

(Millwright), Austin Baumgardner (Welding), Rodney 
Beasley (Welding), Henry Blue (Electronic Technology), 
La’Chadrick Britt (Welding), Hunter Brown (Welding), 
Chase Carter (Millwright), Joshua Clayton (Millwright), 
Titan Cruce (Welding), Cody Davis (Welding), Michael 
Downing (Welding), Owen Drawdy (Welding), Thomas 
Gardner (Millwright), Shawn Gradwell (Millwright), 
Kerby Hanson (Millwright), Ryan Hart (Welding), Casey 
Herring (Welding), Brenna Hill (PCT), Brian Keen 
(Welding), Thomas Lee (Millwright), Landon Livingston 
(Millwright), Gabriel Mercedes (Diesel Maintenance 
Technician), James Newman (Millwright), James Parker 
(Welding), Drayton Pegg (Welding), Holden Richardson 
(Welding), Mathew Robinson (Millwright), Javon Lee 
(Millwright), Seth Rucks (Millwright), Chance Simpkins 
(Millwright), Jarrett Stephenson (Welder), Connor 
Weeks (Electronic Technology 1) and Shane Williams  
(Welder).

AWARDS PROGRAM
Continued from page 12

BBTC
Continued from page 12

At June 15 ceremony

Practical Nursing graduates will be pinned

Patient Care Technician Instructor Laurie Rice 
and “Outstanding Secondary Student Award” 
recipient Breanna Hill.

E&I “Outstanding Postsecondary Student 
Award” recipient Will Knight alongside E&I 
Instructor Scot Vaughn.

Millwright Instructor Tony Philmon and 
“Outstanding Secondary Award” recipient Luke 
Hatcher.

(Left to right) Welding Instructor Tim Brown, Ray Veal with RDS, First 
Year Welding Contest Winner Cody Davis and Instructor Cecil Gainey.

Scholarship recipients 
and merit designation 
graduates spotlighted
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Justin Eckel Ryan Hart

Austin Lambert

Daniel Horton IIJasmine Browning Melvin Cribbs Jr.Drista Bailey

Jason Lott Joseph Miller Ember Springle Michael TowlesGarrett Riley

Jessica Giddens Haley Jones

Brandon Slaughter Theodore Wilcox

12 seniors graduate 
from Point of Grace

Point of Grace Christian 
School awarded diplomas 
to 12 graduating high 
school seniors during 
commencement exercises 
held Friday, May 18, 
at Crosspoint Baptist 
Fellowship. 

Graduating seniors 
included: Drista Elaine 

Bailey, Jasmine Jade 
Browning, Melvin Lanzy 
Cribbs Jr., Justin David 
Eckel, Ryan Gage Hart, 
Daniel Howell Horton II, 
Austin Tyler Lambert, Jason 
Michael Lott, Joseph Paul 
Miller, Garrett Andrew 
Riley, Ember Ryan Sprigle 
and Michael Garrison 

Towles. 
Pastor Curt Whitfield 

from Cornerstone 
Community Church was the 
keynote speaker. 

Valedictorian Michael 
Garrison Towles and 
Salutatorian Melvin Lanzy 
Cribbs Jr. also addressed 
their fellow graduates.

4 Taylor seniors 
among Aucilla’s 
Class of 2018

Aucilla Christian 
Academy (ACA) will 
hold graduation exercises 
Saturday, May 26, at 
the Bassett Gymnasium, 
starting at 7 p.m.

Four Taylor County 
students will be among 
those receiving diplomas 
during the graduation 
ceremony: Jessica Ann 
Giddens, Haley Brooke 
Jones, Brandon Riley 
Slaughter and Theodore 
Francis Wilcox.

Baccalaureate services 
for this year’s graduating 
class will be held Friday, 
May 25, in the school’s 
auditorium, beginning at 7 
p.m.

Tickets are not required 
for either event.



The atmosphere in 
Van H. Priest Auditorium 
was exuberant May 8 as 
members of the North 
Florida Community College 
(NFCC) Registered Nursing 
Class of 2018 made their 
way to the stage to be 
honored and officially 
welcomed into the nursing 
profession with a traditional 
pinning and lamp lighting 
ceremony.

The Taylor County 
students who participated 
in the pinning ceremony 
were: Lesha Fletcher, Casey 
Markham, Tyler Overstreet 
and Emily Peacock.

Graduates Emmie Boyer 
and Angela Williams 
welcomed guests on behalf 
of the class. “We want to 
thank everyone for attending 
and for the endless support 
that you have shown us in 
our 16-month journey here 
at NFCC,” said Boyer.

The pinning and lamp 
lighting ceremony is held 
for each graduating class 
of nurses at NFCC and 
through the ages has been 
considered a rite of passage 
marking the beginning of 
each student’s career as a 
healthcare professional.

Tears of accomplishment, 
joyous cheers and words of 
encouragement were shared 
among graduates, their 
family and friends, as well 
as the NFCC nursing faculty 
and staff, as the graduates 
shared memories about their 
educational journey and 
received NFCC’s official 
nursing pin.

“Our class comes from all 
walks of life, with different 
experiences, life stories and 
areas of interest, but we all 
aspire for the same dream – 
a lifetime of putting others 
first,” said Williams. “Thank 
you for being patient while 
we pursued this calling. We 
absolutely could not have 
made it here without your 
prayers and support.”

Johanna Stith of White 

Springs received the 
Academic Achievement 
Award and was named 
the 2018 Keeper of the 
Light. Thomas Ricks Jr. 

of Lake City received 
the Nightingale Award 
of Excellence. Casey 
Markham of Perry received 
the Student of Excellence 

Award presented by South 
Georgia Medical Center. As 
Keeper of the Light, Stith 
will return next year to pass 
along the tradition to the 

2019 graduating class.
Twenty-one graduates 

took part in the ceremony’s 
“Lighting of the Lamps” and 
reciting of the Nightingale 

Pledge. NFCC RN 
Instructor Julie Walden was 
chosen by the graduating 
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North Florida Community College awarded 133 students 
with degrees or certificates at the conclusion of its Spring 
Term 2018, including 19 graduates from Taylor County.

Graduates were honored at NFCC’s Spring 2018 
Commencement Ceremony on May 10 at Van H. Priest 
Auditorium. Emerald Greene Parsons, publisher of Greene 
Publishing and ECB Publishing, Inc., was guest speaker at 
the commencement ceremony.

Parsons congratulated the graduates and shared how hard 

work and determination are crucial to their success moving 
forward. “Every one of you have just embarked on a new 
adventure in your life,” said Parsons. “You can do anything 
that you want to do. Hard work works and working really 
hard is what successful people do. So go forth and dream 
big, set big goals, and work really hard to achieve them 
because you can always do what you put your mind  
to.”

“This is North Florida’s 60th year of providing services 

to our community,” said NFCC President John Grosskopf. 
“This is a very special occasion for all of us.”

Taylor County students recognized included:
• Associate in Arts: Ross W. Brenner, Dylan Michael 

Dudley (Magna Cum Laude), Karen D. Everett (Summa 
Cum Laude), Melissa Anne Gulbrandsen, Larren Lenzi 
Murphy, Breanna Toole and Amanda Jean Whitt.

Point of Grace Christian 
held its Baccalaureate/
Awards Ceremony Thursday, 
May 17.

The 12 seniors making up 
the graduating Class of 2018 
took home a total of $28,000 
in scholarship money. 
Many of the students also 
qualified for Bright Futures 

Scholarships.
Lanzy Cribbs, Point of 

Grace’s salutatorian, took 
home a Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative scholarship, 
along with Ryan Hart. 

Hart also received the Big 
Bend Technical Institute 
scholarship and Perry-
Taylor County Chamber of 

Commerce scholarship. 
Valedictorian Michael 

Towles received a Big 
Bend Technical Institute 
scholarship as well. Justin 
Eckel was the recipient of the 
Elks Lodge Scholarship in 
addition to The Howard and 
Gretchen Leach Memorial 
Scholarship.

Point of Grace holds 
annual awards night

NFCC graduates include 19 from Taylor

NFCC nursing students pinned during ceremony
Taylor County nursing student Lesha Fletcher 

was pinned by Sharon McClune.
Taylor County nursing student Casey Markham 

was pinned by Julie Walden.
Taylor County nursing student Tyler Overstreet 

was pinned by Sharon McClune.

Taylor County nursing student Emily Peacock 
was pinned by Madison Thomas.

➟ Please see page 16

➟ Please see page 16



class to be the guest speaker. 
“She has been the 

cornerstone in our 
foundation as up and coming 
nurses,” said Boyer in her 
introduction of Walden.  

Walden challenged the 
graduates to consider the 
mark they will make during 
their nursing careers. 

“Congratulations Class 
of 2018 on your endeavor 
that has brought you to this 
stage. Think back to January 
4, 2017.

“That morning a group 
of strangers for the most 
part found a parking space, 
raced down the hill and into 
Building 13 to find just the 
right seat. On this day, each 
of you put your pencil on the 
paper that would begin your 
mark,” Walden said. 

“The experiences you 
have after tonight and after 
you pass NCLEX are the 
ones that will form your 
forever mark. Are you going 
to measure your mark by 
accomplishments or number 
of accolades? 

“Or are you going to 
consider what you learned in 
the first few weeks of school 
about nursing’s foundation? 
Remember that you are not 
only a nurse, but a nurse 
with responsibilities to your 
patients and those young 
nurses that you will lead one 
day.

“You will now be viewed 
as a professional nurse, 
representing the nurse you 
set out to be, the college 
you attended, the faculty 
who helped you along the 
way, and the facility who 
has put their trust in you,” 
said Walden. “How will you 
choose to make and then 
measure your mark in 20 or 
30 years from now? What 
mark will you make when 
no one else is watching? 
That mark is the mark of 
a true professional nurse. 
Congratulations to you all 
and welcome to the nursing 
profession.”

NFCC’s Registered 
Nursing Class of 2018 was 
also recognized as they 
received their diplomas 
during the college’s regular 
commencement ceremony 
on May 10.

“I am very proud of 
each one of them for their 
accomplishments and I know 
that they will be an asset to 
our healthcare community,” 

said Julie Townsend, NFCC 
Director of Allied Health. 
“Congratulations and I look 
forward to working with you 
all as colleagues!”
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NURSING STUDENTS
Continued from page 15

RN Instructor: ‘How will you 
choose to make your mark?’

The North Florida Community College’s RN Class of 2018 included Taylor 
County students Lesha Fletcher, Casey Markham, Tyler Overstreet and 
Emily Peacock.

• A.S. in Registered Nursing: Lesha Fletcher, Casey 
Markham, Tyler Monroe Overstreet and Emily Ada 
Peacock.

• Commercial Vehicle Driver: Majid Hardan.
• Medical Coder-Biller: Ashlyn Brooke Wiles (high 

honors).
• Emergency Medical Technician: Kenzie Parker 

(highest honors) and Madison Parker-Lee (highest  
honors).

• Law Enforcement Academy: John Daniel Rice (high 
honors) and Michele K. Bell (highest honors).

• Accounting Technology Operations: Ashley 
Browning.

• Accounting Budgeting Operations: Heather Nicole 
Roberson.

NFCC GRADUATES
Continued from page 1

Programs included EMT, law enforcement, accounting

Taylor County’s Casey Markham (left) and fellow members of NFCC’s 
Class of 2018, Brittany Philmon and Christal Ramos-Paul, graduated at 
commencement ceremonies at Van H. Priest Auditorium in Madison.

Taylor County graduate Karen Everett with Dr. Cheryl S. James and 
Nicolas Gonzalez at NFCC’s commencement ceremony. Everett graduated 
summa cum laude with an Associate in Arts Degree.


