
• An Amish construction 
crew was scheduled 
to arrive in Perry in 
early January to begin 
construction on a new 
Farmers Market Pavilion 
intended to be a showpiece 
for Perry’s downtown 
district.  The nearly three-
story structure, which 
would be located at the 
new Rosehead Park (at the 
corner of Jefferson Street 
and Willow), was expected 
to be complete by the final 
week of January. 

• A parcel of land used in 
the drug trade was seized by 
the U.S. Marshals Service 
and placed on the auction 
block Jan. 18. Some 80 
percent of the proceeds from 
the sale would be directed 
to the Taylor County 
Sheriff’s Office to fund 
drug crime investigations 
and enforcement. The 
land, located at 1874 
Canopy Lane, was seized 
from the last registered 
owner, Larry Mann. Mann 

was arrested in 2010 and 
charged with trafficking 
in pharmaceutical drugs, 
TCHS Capt. Ron Rice said. 

• Investigators were 
seeking help in identifying 
two suspects who attempted 
to steal nearly $3,000 worth 
of cosmetics from Walmart 
Sunday, Dec. 30, 2012. 

• Law enforcement 
agencies throughout the 
area were on the look-out 
for a man who robbed the 
local Johnson & Johnson 
Shell convenience store at 
gunpoint early Jan. 8. “We 
have every reason to believe 
we know the identity of the 
suspect and we are actively 
pursuing leads,” Taylor 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(TCSO) Capt. Ron Rice 
said.

• Taylor County High 
School earned a “C” for 
the 2011-12 school year, 
missing out on a “B” by 10 
points or less for the second 
straight year. 

• Key evidence recovered 
by Taylor County 
investigators helped lead 
to the capture of a violent 
fugitive who is the prime 
suspect in an armed robbery 
here. Kenneth Wood, 40, of 
Delaware, surrendered to 
officers with the Brevard 
County Sheriff’s Office after 

a nearly six-hour standoff. 
He was being held without 
bond on an outstanding 
Delaware warrant for 
escape after conviction. 
Wood was a suspect in two 
armed robberies in Alabama 
as well as an early morning 
robbery of the Johnson & 
Johnson Shell station here.

• When Crystal Hursey’s 
water broke at 4:45 a.m. 
New Year’s Day, signaling 
impending labor, it was 
a surprise for her and her 
husband, Michael, since her 
official due date wasn’t until 
Jan. 11.  

• A Perry woman 
faced attempted murder 
charges after dousing her 
boyfriend with kerosene and 
attempting to set him on fire. 
Sherrilyn Loraine Thomas, 
50, posted a $75,000 bond 
Jan. 8 and was released 
from the Taylor County Jail. 

• Audie Ash, dean of 
students at Yulee High 
School in Nassau County, 
was hired to be the next 
principal of Taylor County 
High School (TCHS). The 
Taylor County School Board 
unanimously approved his 
appointment, effective Feb. 
4.

• When C.T. Burgess 
and his family first came 
to Perry in 1960, they had 

quite a bit of help moving 
in—high school players 
Burgess would soon be 
guiding as head coach of the 
Taylor County Bulldogs. 
Burgess, whose career with 
the Taylor County School 
District spanned nearly four 
decades, died Tuesday, Jan. 
15. He was 88. 

• A local business owner 
filed two complaints against 
City Manager Bob Brown 
with the State of Florida 
Commission of Ethics, 
alleging misconduct in the 
handling of city  property 
recently deeded to Brown’s 
daughter and her then-
fiancé, and questioning the 
bid process used for the 
Farmers Market Pavilion 
now under construction. 
Michael Frazier, owner 
of Frazier’s Auto Body 
& Repair and manager of 
The Infernal Club, filed the 
complaints.

• Contractor’s Road, 
which is used by log trucks 
to access the Buckeye 
Technologies facility, had 
long been thought by county 
officials to be a private 
roadway. After Buckeye 
approached the county 
about resurfacing the road 
due to safety concerns and 
possibly adding a third 
lane for waiting log trucks, 

officials began researching 
the history of Contractor’s 
Road to determine 
who, in fact, owned it. 
Administrator Jack Brown 
said it was determined  
that the roadway was 
deeded to the county by the  
State of Florida as far back 
as 1971.

• Taylor Correctional 
Institution’s (TCI) K-9 
team was being credited for 
its swift action and relentless 
pursuit in apprehending two 
inmates who escaped from 
the work camp here Jan. 
30. The inmates, David L. 
Black, 50, and Daniel J. 
Mitchell, 25, were back in 
custody in less than five 
hours after they were found 
to be missing during an 
afternoon count at the work 
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Circuit Judge Greg Parker was given the honor of swearing in Taylor County’s first new county 
judge in decades. Bill Blue won the seat after longtime County Judge Stephen “Buddy” Murphy 
announced his retirement from the bench, opening the seat up for election.

It was all about “da 
crab” at the annual 
Steinhatchee Fiddler 
Crab Festival.

➟ Please see page 2

No story of 2013 had 
the potential to impact as 
many lives in Taylor County 
than the merger between 
Buckeye Technologies Inc. 
and Georgia-Pacific LLC.

The two companies first 
announced a deal had been 
reached in April and then 
in September, Buckeye 
stockholders approved 
the agreement and plan 
of merger at a special 
stockholders’ meeting. 

More than 84 percent 
of the total outstanding 
shares of Buckeye eligible 
common stock were voted in 
favor of the adoption of the 

➟ Please see page 9

Stabbing victim ‘critical’
A Perry woman remains 

in critical condition at 
Tallahassee Memorial 
Hospital after allegedly 
being stabbed multiple 
times by her husband during 
a domestic dispute Saturday 
morning, Dec. 28, at the 
home of her in-laws.

The 28-year-old  
woman’s husband, Malcolm 
Chas Jay, 35, was arrested 
at the scene and charged 

with attempted first degree 
murder. 

He is being held without 
bond the Taylor County Jail.

Officers from the 
Perry Police Department 
(PPD) were called to the 
scene around 10:20 a.m., 
responding to a report of a 
domestic altercation.

As they arrived at the 
residence on Buffalo Place, 
they were advised that 

a person involved in the 
altercation had sustained 
stab wounds and was being 
transported to Doctors’ 
Memorial Hospital by a 
private vehicle. 

A weapon was recovered 
and is being processed as 
evidence, Capt. Jamie Cruse 
said.

“From our investigation, 
it appears Malcolm Jay 
was involved in a domestic 

argument and during the 
course of it, she (his wife) 
was struck and stabbed 
multiple times, inflicting 
serious, critical injuries. 
Other individuals at the 
scene intervened and 
transported her to the 
hospital.”

The woman was airlifted 
to Tallahassee where she 
remains in “guarded, critical 
condition.

“She has on-going 
medical concerns related to 
this assault and her recovery 
is expected to be extensive,” 
Cruse said.

He confirmed the couple 
have children together, but 
did not say if they were 
present during the alleged 
attack.

Responding officers 
and investigators are: Ptl. 
Timmy Murphy, Ptl. Ricky 

Dice, Ptl. Garrett Campbell, 
Det. Sgt. Gene Franklin, 
Det. Mike Anderson and 
Det. Dwight Norris.

New Port Richey 
woman trapped in 
overturned SUV

Taylor County Fire-Rescue crews had to use the “Jaws of 
Life” to extricate a New Port Richey woman trapped in an 
overturned vehicle here Saturday night, Dec. 28.

“Both passengers were entrapped when we arrived on 
scene; we were able to open the driver’s side door and get 
the male passenger out of the vehicle. However, air bags 
had to be used to stabilize the vehicle and then the ‘Jaws 
of Life’ were deployed in order to cut the passenger’s 
side door open to extricate the female passenger who was 
trapped inside,” Lt. Chris Williams said.

Debra L. Wright, 59, was a passenger in a 2013 Ford 
Edge driven by Larry Allan Wright, 63, also of New Port 
Richey that was traveling south on U.S. Highway 19 around 
6:40 p.m.

(Larry) Wright reported he ran off the road, traveled 
across the paved apron of the highway and collided with 
a cement drain culvert. The impact caused the vehicle to 
rotate in a quarter turn in a counterclockwise direction 
and then overturn, Florida Highway Patrol Trooper John 
Sleigher reported.

➟ Please see page 9

LeGarrette Blount was 
a one-man wrecking ball 
Sunday as he broke several 
records in leading his New 
England Patriots team to 
a 34-20 victory over the 
Buffalo Bills, guaranteeing 
the Pats a number two seed 
and a first round bye in the 
upcoming playoffs.

The former Taylor County 
High standout rushed for a 
career-high 189 yards on 
24 carries including two 
touchdowns on runs of 36 
and 35 yards.

He also set a Patriots (12-
4) record for all-purpose 
yards in a game with 334 
after returning two kickoffs 
of 83 and 62 yards that set 
up two more New England 
scores.

“He carried the team 
on his back most of the 
day,” Patriots coach Bill 
Belichick said of Blount’s 
efforts in the rainy and 

muddy conditions.
For the season Blount (6-

0, 250 pounds) has amassed 

772 yards and 7 touchdowns 
on 153 carries. He now has 
career (4 years) totals of 

2,711 yards and 20 TDs on 

New England Patriots running back LeGarrette Blount scores on a 36-yard 
rush, the first of two touchdowns for the Perry native Sunday against the 
Buffalo Bills. Blount rushed for a career high 189 yards, which combined 
with 145 yards in kick returns, set a Patriots’ club record for all-purpose 
yardage in a game. (Courtesy of the New England Patriots/David Silverman photo)
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Blount sets Patriots record
Malcolm Jay
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detail.
• It was an emotional 

scene in the third-grade 
classroom of Taylor County 
Elementary School teacher 
Meridith Upshaw when 
Superintendent Paul Dyal 
walked through the door 
bearing both a bouquet of 
flowers and the news that 
Upshaw had been chosen 
the District Teacher of the 
Year.

• A unique Marion County 
cattle operation planned to 
raise beef cattle on 12,006 
acres recently purchased 
in Taylor County between 
Salem and Tennille. Adena 
Springs Ranch was located 
on 25,000 acres near Fort 
McCoy and was being 
developed by former auto 
parts billionaire Frank 
Stronach. Cows raised on 
the Taylor County land will 
be shipped to Fort McCoy 
for processing. 

• One year ago, the Perry 
City Council passed a 
comprehensive ordinance 
addressing the upkeep of 
commercial buildings in 
the historic downtown 
district. The ordinance 
served as a tool to put 
property owners on notice 
as to what standards would 
be enforced, starting 12 
months from the passage of 
the new law.

• Friends since the sixth 
grade, it was not unusual to 
find Ashley Wayne Adams 
and Patrick Alexander 
Wilkinson sitting around 
a fire on a Friday night. 
However, on Feb. 8, the 
normally friendly pastime 
took a deadly turn that left 
40-year-old Adams dead 
and Wilkinson, also 40, 
facing first degree murder 
charges. 

• Billy LaValle of 
Perryland Farm was named 
Pilgrim’s Grower of the 
Month for February. He was 
chosen for his outstanding 
performance in chicken 
quality, feed conversion, 
sustainable farming 
practices and his good 
character, company officials 
said.

• Faced with a roomful 
of concerned neighboring 
property owners, the 
Perry City Council voted 
unanimously Feb. 12 to deny 
a zoning request change that 
would have allowed Temple 
of God Baptist Church to 
operate a 12-bed assisted 
living facility (ALF) at 
its property located at the 
corner of Sandra Street and 
Highway 98 West.

• Steinhatchee School 
ESE Teacher Assistant Tami 
Weaver was in her classroom 
when Superintendent Paul 
Dyal stepped through the 
door with a bouquet of 
roses in his hands. Dyal was 
there to tell Weaver, who 
has worked at Steinhatchee 
School for the past six 
years, she was the Taylor 
County School District’s 
School-Related Employee 
of the Year for 2013.

• When former Taylor 
County High School 
Principal Michael 
Thompson was promoted 
last month to the new 
district position of director 

of support services, he 
was tasked with improving 
student attendance. Based 
on numbers from the Florida 
Department of Education 
over the past decade, it 
appeared he had a large job 
ahead of him, with Taylor 
County ranking among 
the lowest in the state in 
the percentage of students 
attending class. 

• Michael Frazier, who 
filed ethics complaints 
against City Manager Bob 
Brown and who had been 
vocal in his criticism of 
Brown through roadside 
signs posted around his auto 
detailing business on West 
Hampton Springs Avenue, 
was cited for violating the 
city’s land development 
regulations (LDR). He was 
set to appear before the 
city’s Code Enforcement 
Board March 4 in response 
to the citation, which stated 
Frazier’s property was 
in violation “for having 
prohibited signs, which are 
by definition off-site signs.” 

• A set of back-to-back 
storm systems dropped 
as much as eight inches 
of rain on Taylor County 
over a five-day pereiod, 
raising local river levels but 
otherwise producing little 
reported damage. 

• Shopping carts 
were among those 
commonplace items that 
most people didn’t give a 
second thought to using. 
However, for the Perry 
City Council, the horde of 
carts abandoned along city 
streets became an eyesore it 
wanted addressed. Members 
took first steps to begin 
crafting an ordinance which 
would put responsibility 
for the buggies at the feet 
of both those who stole the 
carts from local stores and 
store owners who declined 
to prosecute the offenders. 

• Thirteen individuals 
faced more than 400 felony 
violations for allegedly 
selling artifacts they dug up 
on land and in rivers, mostly 
in northern and central 
Florida, according to the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
(FWC). Although an FWC 
spokesperson did not 
give specifics due to the 
ongoing investigation, she 
said that some of the sites 
may have been on wildlife 
management areas in Taylor 
and nearby counties as well 
as in the Aucilla River. 

• A Perry man was killed 
in a crash in Lafayette 
County when his semi-truck 
rolled over and caught fire. 
Bobby Lee Omans Jr., 27, 
was driving a 1999 Western 
Star semi north on SW FP 
Folsom Road at 2:45 p.m. 
when he “failed to properly 
negotiate a right turn, rolling 
the loaded semi onto its left 
side,” according to a report 
filed by Florida Highway 
Patrol Cpl. W. J. Berger. 

• Nine Taylor County 

residents entered guilty 
pleas in a drug trafficking 
case investigators said 
rivals the heyday of illegal 
smuggling that took place 
here in the 1980s. Steven 
Mink and James “Sammie” 
Kinsey, both of Perry, pled 
guilty in federal court to 
conspiracy to distribute 
more than 100 kilograms of 
marijuana. Troy Gunter and 
Jamie Gunter also entered 
guilty pleas to federal 
charges of conspiracy to 
distribute less than 50 
kilograms of marijuana and 
distribution of marijuana. 
Charles Williams and 
Donald Parker, also of Perry, 
entered their guilty pleas in 
circuit court--Williams to 
charges of sale of cannabis 
and possession of more 
than 20 grams of cannabis, 
and Parker to charges of 
possession of more than 
20 grams of cannabis and 
possession of cannabis with 
intent to sell. 

• The City of Perry’s 
Code Enforcement Board 
found local businessman 
Michael Frazier not guilty 
of charges that he was 
violating local signage 
ordinances by posting 
signs advocating that City 
Manager Bob Brown be 
fired. Code Enforcement 
Board members George 
Clayton, Charles August, 
Tonya Holton, Bill 
Martinson and Mike Lynn 
voted unanimously to 
dismiss the case.

• A Taylor County grand 
jury handed down a first 
degree murder charge 
against Patrick Alexander 
Wilkinson, 40, for the Feb. 
8 death of Ashley Wayne 
Adams. 

• Taylor County Sheriff’s 
Office (TCSO) Drug Task 
Force assisted their Madison 
County counterparts in 
building a case that led to 
federal drug trafficking 

and firearms charge against 
Johnny Curtis Bedgood, 46, 
of Madison. The indictments 
were announced in early 
March following Bedgood’s 
arraignment in federal court.

• The Perry Police 
Department (PPD) was 
following leads in an 
investigation of a bomb 
threat that triggered the 
evacuation of the Taylor 
County Courthouse 
March 11. More than 100 
courthouse employees 
and individuals slated to 
appear in court proceedings 
scheduled for 9 a.m. 
gathered in a nearby public 
parking lot to await word of 
the building being cleared.

• The Suwannee River 
Water Management District 
(SRWMD) awarded the City 
of Perry a $347,000 grant 
to fund the construction 
of a sprawling lake that 
would change the face of 
downtown for decades to 
come. City Manager Bob 
Brown shared the welcome 
news of the grant award 

during the March 12 regular 
meeting of the Perry City 
Council. 

• Taylor County United 
Way concluded its 2012 
campaign, exceeding 
its annual fund-raising 
goal with a grand total of 
$285,323.

• Accused double 
murderer Paul McNutt 
appeared briefly in court, 
just one day after his  
wife--and potential defense 
witness--Diane, 50, was 
found dead at the home they 
shared on Johnson-Stripling 
Road. The Taylor County 
Sheriff’s Office (TCSO) 
was investigating Diane 
McNutt’s death but said 
“no signs of foul play were 
involved.” 

• Foul play was not 
suspected in the death of 
a 25-year-old Brooksville 
man found dead at the Iron 
Horse Mud Bog here on the 
night of March 15. Justin 
Rashley and his family were 
among the thousands of 
mud truck enthusiasts who 

flocked  to Taylor County 
for the weekend event. 

• The Florida Commission 
on Ethics dismissed two 
complaints filed against 
Perry City Manager Bob 
Brown filed by a local 
business owner. Both were 
filed by Michael Frazier—
owner of Frazier’s Auto 
Body & Repair—alleging 
misconduct in the handling 
of city property deeded to 
Brown’s daughter and her 
fiancé, and questioning the 
bid process used for the 
Farmers Market Pavilion at 
Rosehead Park.

• The pilot of a twin-
engine piper Aztec plane, 
which crash landed here 
on the morning of March 
21, was able to walk away 
from the incident with only 
minor injuries. Pilot Gary 
Brown left Orlando heading 
to Tallahassee, but the trip 
ended prematurely when 
his plane went down in a 
wooded area near Hampton 
Springs Road off U.S. 98.

• The days of so-called 
“internet cafes” here in 
Taylor County and across 
the state were numbered, 
with the Florida Legislature 
working to pass a bill 
regarding the prohibition 
of electronic gambling 
devices. There are currently 
three such establishments, 
also known as sweepstakes 
centers, open in Taylor 
County. Two are located 
inside the City of Perry 
which passed an ordinance 
in June 2011 regulating 
their location as well as 
placing requirements on 
their operation. 

• The two newest members 
of the Perry City Council 
were making their voices 
heard, with their latest 
input calling into question 
how the police chief is 
hired and casting doubt on 
the efficiency of some city 
workers. Councilwomen 
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Residents witnessed the day-by-day progress made on the construction 
of the Grand Pavilion at Rosehead Park. A crew of Amish workers handled 
the project.
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A bomb threat triggered the evacuation of the court house on March 
11. Above, Judge Greg Parker, left, addressed some 100 county and state 
employees, along with attorneys and individuals slated to appear in court 
proceedings that morning, who all gathered in a nearby public parking lot 
to await word of the building being cleared.



Shirlie Hampton and Ventia 
Woodfaulk both took their 
seats last fall and dived in 
to share concerns they had 
received from voters in their 
respective districts. 

• Construction work, 
which was scheduled to 
begin on Providence Road, 
a 3,800-foot roadway north 
of Perry which would 
connect U.S. 19 and the 
site of AMTEC Less-Lethal 
Systems, Inc. (ALS), was 
up in the air as the county 
continued working through 
the permitting process as 
well as awaiting the results 
of what is now a contested 
bid process. 

• Just one day back 
from her senior cruise, 
Jakourtney “Tasha” Davis 
was killed in a one-vehicle 
crash on C.R. 14 inside 
the Madison County line.  
Her mother, Tina Hopkins, 
41, was also killed in the 
accident.

Davis’ grandmother, 
Charlene Hayes, 59, her 
sister, Na’Casey Freeman, 
17, and two cousins 
(Tamika Welch, 21, and 
Tra’Shawn White, 8) were 
all thrown from the vehicle 
and discovered in a tangle 
of trees and vines just feet 
from the crashed car.

Davis was president of 
her Taylor County High 
School class, and planned 
to start classes at Florida 
A&M University (FAMU) 
in the summer and become 
a nurse.  She was active 
with Little Women, JROTC 
and Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA). Members 

of her class gathered at her 
parking space at the high 
school and released balloons 
in her memory. FCA 
also hosted a celebration 
of her life in the school 
gymnatorium. 

Davis was the third Taylor 
County High School student 
to die during the school 
year. Junior Caleb Sullivan, 
16, died Sept. 11, 2012, 
after being hit by a school 
bus; sophomore Angel 
Ketring, 15, was killed in 
an automobile accident less 
than a week later, on Sept. 
16.  “I can’t remember a 
time when we’ve had three 
deaths of students at the 
high school within a single 
school year,” Principal 
Michael Thompson said.

• Accused drug trafficker 
Daniel M. McCune opted to 
leave his fate in the hands 
of a jury, turning down a 
plea offer that included 
reduced charges, probation 
and no jail time.  Nearly 
three years after his arrest 
for trafficking a controlled 
substance (oxycodone), 
McCune faced a jury...and 
apparently was not happy 
with the writing on the wall. 
The 27-year-old left court 
during a lunch adjournment 
his second day of trial and 
disappeared. A statewide 
BOLO (be on the look out) 
was issued for McCune.

• Winn Dixie, which is 
identified corporately as 
store No. 104, joined forces 
with friends and relatives 
of Alfhild Snell in the 
celebration of her 104th 
birthday, with Winn-Dixie 
supplying the cake.   Snell 
said she walks up to a mile 
every day and takes very 
little medicine.

• Large crowds gathered 
for three days of music when 
the 11th annual Florida 
State Bluegrass Festival was 
held at Forest Capital Park.    
Among those attending 
were visitors from Denmark 
and Canada.

• Taylor County had three 

fewer businesses than it did 
at the beginning of the week 
after Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott signed a bill into law 
banning so-called “internet 
cafes,” closing as many as 
1,000 such locations across 
the state.

• When two explosions 
ripped through the crowds 
at the finish line of this 
year’s Boston Marathon, the 
news struck close to home 
for former Taylor County 
resident Lydia Veal, who 
had just finished the race 
about an hour before and 
still had friends running. 
“She had a great race,” said 
her father, Ray Veal. “She 
finished about 57 minutes 
before the explosion. I just 
thank God that she is fast!”

• Huge headlines 
declared:  Buckeye sold!  
Buckeye Technologies Inc. 

and Georgia-Pacific LLC 
announced that they reached 
a definitive agreement for 
Georgia-Pacific to acquire 
all of the outstanding shares 
of Buckeye Technologies’ 
common stock for $37.50 
per share in cash. The 
transaction, subject to 
completion, was valued at 
approximately $1.5 billion, 
including debt.

•Although registered 
sexual predators are listed 
on a state-maintained 
database, the Perry City 

Council voted to make 
identifying them one step 
easier by having signs 
posted in their yards, in 
response to a proposal by 
Mayor Darryll Gunter.

•Snyder’s Lance had 
spent nearly $100,000 
in the past three weeks 
working to resolve an 
issue with its pre-treatment 
wastewater lagoon at the 
Perry facility that resulted 
in strong odor and raised a 
number of complaints from 
neighboring residents.

• Marilyn Johnson, 
a mainstay at Buckeye 
Community Credit Union, 
was named honorary chair 
for the 2013 Relay For Life.

• Nearly eight months 
after the two-vehicle 
crash that claimed the life 
of former mayor Emily 
Ketring’s 15-year-old 
daughter, Angel, the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP) 
completed its investigation 
and cited both drivers 
involved with misdemeanor 
offenses.  James Harrison 
Hatcher, who was 19 at the 
time of the crash, was cited 
for violation of right-of-
way; Reuben Mendoza, 26, 
of Lake City, was cited for 
driving without a license, 
no proof of insurance and 
expired tag.  Both men were 
awaiting upcoming court 
dates.

• Perry’s in-town 
shuttle, which is 
funded through Taylor 
County’s Transportation 
Disadvantaged Program, 
provided 25,130 rides in 
2012.

•The Taylor County 
Commission recognized 
retiring Historical Society 

President Wanda Cash for 
her 17 years of service. 
Cash had received both the 
Dr. Peacock and Dr. Hendry 
Award, and in 2008 she 
was named “Lady of the 
Year.” After the resolution 
was read aloud, the county 
commission and audience 
joined together to give her a 
standing ovation.

• A defendant who fled 
the jurisdiction on the 
second day of his jury trial 
here was apprehended in 
Arizona May 8. Members of 
the U.S. Marshals Fugitive 
Task Force in Phoenix took 
Daniel M. McCune, 27, into 
custody without incident 
around 7 p.m. local time. 
He was awaiting extradition 
to Taylor County where he 
would face sentencing on 
his original drug trafficking 
charges (the jury deliberated 
in his absence and found 
him guilty as charged)

• The City of Perry 
continued to face 
controversy with its “Land 
for Homes” program, this 
time with neighbors crying 
foul over the placement of 
what appeared to be a mobile 
home at one of the eligible 
properties in the Pine Ridge 
subdivision. The lot, located 
on Dogwood Way, was 
one of nearly a dozen lots 
the city made available to 
residents in a bid to promote 
home ownership.

The lots are surplus 
properties owned by the 
city and designated for the 
home ownership program. 
Three families had taken 
advantage of the program 
to date, and one had already 
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Just one day back from her senior cruise, Jakourtney “Tasha” Davis was killed in a one-vehicle 
crash on C.R. 14 inside the Madison County line.  Her mother, Tina Hopkins, 41, was also killed in the 
accident.

Photo of the Year

Silent witness
Perhaps the most compelling evidence presented during the murder trial of Lloyd Phelps did not 

come from the witness stand--rather it was a bloodstain found on the floorboard of Phelp’s former 
bedroom. The stain was shaped eerily like a body. Experts testified that the blood could only have 
come from one source--murder victim Patricia “Niece” Knight, whose body has never been found. A 
jury convicted Phelps of Knight’s murder and he is currently serving a life sentence.

➟ Please see page 4



completed a “site built” 
home.  

• Taylor County teams 
would take up the fight 
against cancer during the 
annual Relay For Life, this 
year sporting the theme, 
“Journey Through the 
Decades.”

• A 71-year-old Perry 
man, Gregory Earl Gnapp, 
was killed in a one-vehicle 
crash on Puckett Road 
when, for unknown reasons, 
his truck traveled onto 
the west shoulder of the 
roadway.  Gnapp apparently 
over-corrected and the truck 
overturned several times.

• Doctors’ Memorial 
Hospital (DMH) officials 
recently unveiled their 
financial figures for the 
first nine months of the 
current fiscal year, which 
showed the hospital facing 
a $351,000 net loss through 
February.

• A nine-year-old Taylor 
County Elementary School 
student, Madison Sadler, 
was bitten by a pygmy 
rattlesnake while on a 
family fishing trip, May 
19, and airlifted to Shands 

Hospital in Gainesville 
where she was listed in 
serious condition. Soon, she 
was released for home and 
expected to fully recover.  

• Land clearing was 
underway at Adena Springs 
Ranch’s Taylor County 
property, which would 
be the future home of up 
to 2,000 grass-fed cattle.  
Adena Springs Project 
Manager Mark Roberts said 
he hoped to have 4,000 acres 
of pasture land prepared by 
late fall with mother cows 
raising their calves at the 
site, which is on a total of 
12,006 acres between Salem 
and Tennille

• A downtown treasure 
was saved when the 
Bloodworth building, which 
has anchored the corner of 
Green Street and Jefferson 
for more than a century, 
was purchased by longtime 
downtown businessman, 
Doyle Lundy, owner of 
Johnson’s Bakery.

Lundy said his goal was 
to restore the building to 
its original condition, with 
retail space available on the 
bottom floors.

• A Cedar Island property 
owner, against whom the 
Taylor County Commission 

filed a foreclosure in 
April 2012 on unpaid 
fines resulting from code 
violations at the property, 
had filed a counter-claim 
against the county alleging 
physical and mental 
damages in excess of $2.5 
million.

• The Shady Grove Post 
Office, which survived 
several attempts by the 
U.S. Postal Service to close 
its doors over the years, 
appeared to have finally 
lost its battle.  Shady Grove 
resident Auley Rowell, who 
rented the facility to the 
postal service, said he was 
notified by a postal service 
official that they would not 
be renewing their lease, 
which expired Friday, May 
31, and would be vacating 
the building Tuesday, May 
28.  According to Sam Bolen 
with the U.S. Post Office, 
Rocky’s convenience store 
would become a “village 
post office,” housing post 
office boxes and offering 
stamps and basic services.

• An arrest warrant was 
issued for Jason Wilson 
Wall for the September 
2011 death of Erin Nichole 
(Walker) Lawless, the Perry 
mother who died in a violent 

car crash the night she turned 
28 year old. Wall, who 
was also critically injured 
in the crash and spent an 
extended period of time in 
the hospital recuperating, 
faced a charge of driving 
under the influence (DUI) 
manslaughter.

• Taylor County High 
School Valedictorian James 
Clover and Salutatorian Eli 
Walker were featured on the 
front page of the May 31 
edition for their academic 
dedication which landed 
them the top two slots in the 
Class of 2013.  

• A group of first-year 
students at the Florida 
State University College 
of Medicine were in Perry, 
touring Doctors’ Memorial 
Hospital (DMH) as well 
as the community to 
explore rural health care.  
The event was part of the 
College of Medicine Rural 
Education Opportunity 
Program (REOP), which is 
sponsored by the Florida 
Blue Foundation.

• Tropical Storm Andrea, 
the first named storm of the 
Atlantic Hurricane Season, 
drenched Taylor County 
but caused no significant 

damage to homes or 
roadways.

•Third graders’ results 
from the reading and math 
portions of the Florida 
Comprehensive Assessment 
Test (FCAT) were released 
by the state and in almost 
every area, local students 
showed improvement 
over last year’s scores.  
Additionally, the results 
of the FCAT writing test--
given to students in grades 
four, eight and 10--were 
also released, with eighth 
graders at Taylor County 
Middle School (TCMS) 
exceeding the state average. 

• Some 16 street and mid-
level alleged drug dealers 
were swept up in the first 
round of arrests made 
following an 18-month 
undercover operation by the 
Perry Police Department 
(PPD) narcotics unit.  The 

16 individuals facing 
charges included: Kenneth 
McGee, sale of cocaine; 
William Brant, possession 
of drug paraphernalia; 
Shakir Flowers, sale of 
cocaine; Ryan Colson, sale 
of controlled substance; 
Michael Sparrow, sale 
of cocaine (2 counts); 
Patrick Franklin, sale of 
cocaine; DJ McCoy, sale 
of cocaine; Bryan Morgan, 
sale of cocaine (two 
counts); Cameron Upshaw, 
sale of cannabis; Jacorby 
Thomas, sale of cocaine 
(two counts); Sebastian 
Ingram, sale of cocaine 
(two counts); Ronnell 
Walker, sale of cocaine (two 
counts); Toby Fitchett, sale 
of cocaine (two counts); 
Ivan Curtis, sale of cocaine; 
Willie Williams, possession 
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When two explosions ripped through the crowds at the finish line of this 
year’s Boston Marathon, the news struck close to home for former Taylor 
County resident Lydia Veal, who had just finished the race about an hour 
before and still had friends running. “She had a great race,” said her father, 
Ray Veal. “She finished about 57 minutes before the explosion.”

A jug of moonshine dating back more than 50 years was among the items 
disposed of and destroyed when Clerk of Court 
Annie Mae Murphy obtained “destruct orders” for 
decades of closed case files.
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of controlled substance; and 
Leroy Williams Jr., sale of 
cocaine.  Allen Griffin was 
later arrested on charges of 
sale of cocaine/possession 
of a controlled substance.

• Former Taylor County 
High School Bulldogs’ 
baseball star Taylor Ratliff 
was one step closer to 
achieving his childhood 
dream after receiving news 
he was drafted by the 
Arizona Diamondbacks in 
the 13th round of the Major 
League Baseball draft on 
Saturday, June 8.

• A local probation officer 
was attacked and beaten 
by two individuals while 
conducting a routine home 
visit.

The officer, whose 
identity was not released, 
was hit in the face with 
a fist by one suspect and 
manhandled by a second.

The suspects--Barbara 
Doss, 72, and Tony Marvin 
Barker, 47--were arrested 
and booked at the Taylor 
County Jail.

• An undercover “buy” 
operation by the Perry 
Police Department (PPD) 
led to the 31-day closing of 
a local convenience store for 
violating the city’s “spice” 
ordinance.  The Perry 
Code Enforcement Board 
upheld the violation notice 
filed against the owners 
of Starmart, located on 
North Jefferson Street, and 
suspended their business 
license for 31 days. A $500 
fine was also levied against 
both the business owner and 
the store clerk who sold the 
product.

• Aimee Millinor, a 
1994 Taylor County High 
School graduate, had 
begun her “long road to 
recovery” after battling a 
flesh-eating bacteria and 
sepsis which eventually led 
to the amputation of her 
leg.  Friends and family 
members were rallying to 
her side.

• Lloyd Phelps, 60, would 
face a jury of his peers 
less than a year after being 
indicted for the murder of 
Patricia “Niece” Knight.

Clerk officials confirmed 
this week that a trial date 
of July 22-26 had been 
set aside for the case that 
stretches back to 2006 when 
Knight (who was his second 
cousin) was first reported 
missing.

• It was that time of year 
again to unfurl the dive flag, 
put a mask on and head to 
the coast to collect some bay 
scallops. The recreational 
season was slated to open in 
Gulf of Mexico state waters 
beginning Monday, July 1.

• Wearing a bright orange 
t-shirt with the words 
“Most Wanted Watermelon 
Man” emblazoned across 
his chest, Rick Moore 
appeared before the Perry 
City Council to contest a 
local ordinance that could 
send him packing from his 
favorite corner.

• The new splash pad at 
Rosehead Park was open 
and ready for visitors.

• The Taylor County 
School Board approved 
a recommendation 
from Supt. of Schools 
Paul Dyal to re-classify 
Steinhatchee School as a 
K-5 (kindergarten through 
fifth grade) facility. The 
change cut the school’s 
middle school classes, 
which served grades six, 
seven and eight. Dyal’s 
recommendation included 
the provision of having 
those students transported 
to Taylor County Middle 
School for instruction.

• Of all the bills passed 
in the spring by the 
Florida Legislature, the 
one expected to have the 
biggest financial impact 
on local governments in 
Taylor County was SB 
1810, which was projected 
to cost the county, city and 
school board an estimated 
$890,000 this coming fiscal 

year. The bill increased the 
rates employers, including 
local governments, must 
contribute to the Florida 
Retirement System (FRS) 
pension program for their 
employees who participate 
in the program.

• The Taylor County 
medical community was 
mourning the loss of fellow 
physician and friend, Dr. 
Bas Mutnal, who died 
unexpectedly Sunday, June 
30. He was 65.

• Taylor County School 
Board Member Danny 
Glover was named principal 
of Lafayette County 
Elementary School (LCES) 
in Mayo.

• The Honorable Greg 
Parker of Perry assumed 
the responsibilities of chief 
judge for the Third Judicial 
Circuit Monday, July 1. 

• The Taylor County 
Commission was set to 
begin the 2013-14 budget 
workshop with a projected 
$700,000 deficit due to a 
slight drop in revenues and 
a large uptick in expenses, 
namely state retirement and 
Medicaid costs.

• A 37-year-old Perry 
man was charged with 
driving under the influence 
(DUI) and failing to stop 
at a stop sign after crashing 
his vehicle on Golf Course 

Road.
• A traffic infraction led 

to the seizure of more than 
60 grams of cocaine and 
the arrest of a Perry man on 
drug trafficking charges.

• A 66-year-old 
Greenville woman was 
killed when she pulled into 
the path of an oncoming log 
truck Monday, July 8, in 
Buckville. 

• Jason Wilson Wall, 31, 
was formally charged with 
driving under the influence 
(DUI) manslaughter and 
DUI with serious bodily 
injury Monday, July 8―
nearly two years after 
the death of Erin Nichole 
(Walker) Lawless, the Perry 
mother who died in a car 
crash the night she turned 
28 years old, and some 
five weeks after the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP) 
issued a warrant for his 

arrest.
• A Camilla, Ga., pilot 

was forced to make an 
emergency landing on U.S. 
27 near County Road 30 
with no damage to the plane 
and all four people onboard 
escaping injury.

• A $10,000 reward 
was being offered for 
information leading to the 
arrest of the perpetrator(s) 
of the 1974 murder of James 

Norris whose body was 
found in Dixie County, near 
the Dixie-Taylor line.

• The Taylor County 
RESTORE Act Committee 
was seeking potential 
projects to consider should 
the county receive money 
from Clean Water Act 
penalties levied against 
British Petroleum (BP) for 
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A Perry Primary School student received 
a happy surprise when her father--stationed 
overseas in the military--made an unexpected 
visit to her classroom.
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Affirming Perry City Council members’ contention “if we build it, they 
will come,” residents young and old flocked to the new splash pad built at 
Rosehead Park in droves after it opened during the summer.



the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill.

• Another round of arrests 
netted eight suspects linked 
to a long-term undercover 
drug-buy operation led by 
the Perry Police Department 
(PPD) narcotics unit.

• Despite continued rains 
over the past several weeks, 
Taylor County’s rivers were 
“holding their own” and no 
flooding had been reported, 
according to Taylor County 
Emergency Management 
officials.

• The county’s largest 

e m p l o y e r - - B u c k e y e 
Technology--and the Taylor 
County High School STEM 
Club joined forces in an 
effort to help bring a few 
more local youth back to 
their hometown, at least 
based on comments made 
by the students involved. 
The STEM Club--whose 
name stands for science, 
technology, engineering 
and math--participated in 
a week-long shadowing 
partnership with Buckeye 
engineers, according to 
sponsor Jessica Curry.

• The Florida Commission 
on Ethics found no probable 
cause to believe former 

State Attorney Robert L. 
“Skip” Jarvis misused his 
position and resources to 
run records checks through 
restricted databases. 

• The registered sexual 
predator, whose residence 
was marked in May by a 
sign outside his Judson 
Drive address, was no 
longer residing in Taylor 
County, according to city 
officials.

• Jury selection began 
July 18 for the trial of 
Lloyd Phelps, the Perry 
man charged with first-
degree murder in the death 
of Patricia “Niece” Knight.

• Perry’s WNFK 92.1 

FM radio station suspended 
operations, according to a 
company press release.

• With Superintendent 
Paul Dyal not recommending 
the re-appointment of 
principals at Taylor County 
Elementary School (TCES) 
and Steinhatchee School, 
along with the retirement of 
Taylor Technical Institute’s 
(TTI) coordinator, the Taylor 
County School District 
was bracing for significant 
administrative turnover in 
the month remaining before 
the start of classes.

• Testimony in the murder 
trial of Lloyd Phelps, 59, 
peeled back the curtain on a 

story of crippling addictions, 
alleged jealousies and 
uncontrolled rage. The 
all-white, five-man, one-
woman jury began hearing 
from witnesses July 22 with 
testimony continuing well 
into the following afternoon.

• Local rivers were rising 
again after another rain-
filled weekend, causing 
flooding in some areas 
along the Steinhatchee and 
Econfina rivers. 

• The United States 
Marshal’s Service and 
the Gainesville Police 
Department (GPD) were 
still searching for the 

suspect in the July 15 
shooting death of former 
Perry resident Samuel Lee 
Hamilton Jr. in Gainesville.

• An 18-year-old Perry 
man allegedly left the scene 
of a one-vehicle crash on 
Ash Street which damaged 
a power pole, cutting off 
electricity for around 70 
Duke Energy customers. 

• Compelling eyewitness 
testimony proved to be 
strong evidence in the 
murder trial of Lloyd 
Phelps, which came to a 
close July 23 with a guilty 
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Cecil Judson 
Jones

Cecil Judson Jones, 71, 
of Perry, died Saturday, 
Dec. 28, 2013, at Doctors’ 
Memorial Hospital.  He 
was born Jan. 28, 1942, in 
Jacksonville, to Cornelius 
and Marie (Bower) Jones.  

He was a member of 
First Baptist Church and a 
veteran of the United States 
Air Force.  Mr. Jones was a 
retired air conditioning and 
appliance repairman.  

Survivors include: one 
sister, Connie Jones Lee 
of Perry; three children; 
several nieces and nephews; 
and his longtime friends, 
Bill and Melinda Blanton of 
Havana. 

A private family service 
will be held at a later date.   
All arrangements are under 

the care of Joe P. Burns 
Funeral Home.

Florence M. Lutz
Florence M. Lutz, 95, of 

Perry, died Thursday, Dec. 
26, 2013, at her home in 
Perry.  She was born Feb. 
3, 1918, in Philadelphia, 
Penn., to Emil and Matilda 
(Warner) Klotz.  She was 
preceded in death by her 
husband of 68 years, Ralph 
Reuben Lutz.

Mrs. Lutz was a member 
of First Presbyterian Church 
in Perry.

Survivors include:  her 
two sons, Dr. Robert Ralph 
(Christine) Lutz of Perry 
and William David (Pamela) 
Lutz of Pennsylvania; 
two grandchildren, Alex 
(Kristie) Lutz of Perry and 
Melissa (Dr. Nathan) Cain 
of Ohio.

Services will be held 
at St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church in Springfield, 
Penn., on Jan. 4, 2014. 

Interment will follow in 
Edgewood Memorial Park 
in Pennsylvania.  Memorial 
contributions can be made 
to First Presbyterian Church 
of Perry.   

All arrangements are 
under the care of Joe P. 
Burns Funeral Home.

Karen Renee 
Faircloth

Karen Renee Faircloth, 
50, of Tallahassee, died 
Thursday, Dec. 26, 2013.  
She was born Feb. 27, 1963, 
in Smyrna, Tenn., to Daniel 
and Shirley Faircloth Jr.  

Karen was a Baptist.
Survivors include: her 

mother, Shirley Rose 

Tucker and father, Johnny 
Tucker of Perry; five sisters, 
Debbie Beaty of Lamont, 
Kim Faircloth Rowell of 
Tallahassee, Teri Johns of 
Perry, Kelly Faircloth of 
Texas and Beverly Faircloth 
Stokely of Texas; one 
brother, Daniel J. Faircloth 
III of Perry; two nephews 
and eight nieces; and a host 
of aunts and uncles.

A memorial service 
will be held at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014 at 
Joe P. Burns Funeral Home 
with Pastor David Stephens 
officiating. Karen was an 
organ donor so her family 
asks that any memorial 
contributions please be 
made to The Refuge 
House of Tallahassee.  All 
arrangements are under the 
care of Joe P. Burns Funeral 
Home.

YEAR IN REVIEW
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Ethics complaints filed against Perry City 
Councilman Mike Deming were dismissed by the 
state commission on ethics.

➟ Please see page 7



verdict handed down in 
less than one hour. Phelps 
was given a life sentence in 
prison, with no possibility 
of parole, just moments after 
the verdict was rendered.

• A Perry man was arrested 
for operating a meth lab in 
his father’s mobile home on 
Vera Lane--the second time 
he had been charged with 
the same offense at the same 
location. 

• Longtime City Attorney 
Mike Smith abruptly 
resigned during the middle 
of the Perry City Council’s 
regular July 23 meeting. 
Smith scribbled out a one-
line resignation on a sheet 
of notebook paper, folded 
it in half and tossed on 
the desk in front of Mayor 
Daryll Gunter before exiting 
through a side door. 

• Daniel McLeod put 
his face in his hands and 
began to sob as Clerk of 
Court Annie Mae Murphy 
read a verdict of “not guilty.” 
The former law enforcement 
officer was on trial for one 
count of lewd or lascivious 
molestation (on a minor 
under the age of 16) and one 
count of lewd or lascivious 
battery (on a minor under 
the age of 16). A four-man, 
two-woman jury deliberated 
for nearly three hours in the 
case, which started Monday, 
July 29.

• A Steinhatchee man, 
John L. Carroll, 34, was 
ordered held on a $300,000 
bond, charged with one 
count of attempted murder 
following a shooting 
incident Aug. 4.

• The Perry City Council 
was holding the line on 
property taxes for city 
residents, but was eyeing 
incremental fee increases 
for some utility services. 

• Steinhatchee loved 
ones were mourning the 
loss of two fathers and 
their children who were 
killed in an early morning 
crash in Dixie County. Ray 
“Bucky” Enfinger, 51, his 
son-in-law, Julius “Jay” 
Micale Sr., 35, and Micale’s 
13-year-old son, Levi, were 
all pronounced dead at the 
scene; Enfinger’s 16-year-
old daughter, Katie, died 
while being transported (in 
an ambulance) to a waiting 
helicopter.

• Less than a month after 
the abrupt resignation of 
City Attorney Mike Smith, 
the Perry City Council hired 
his replacement from a field 
of four applicants. Taylor 
County native Donald 
Ray Curtis III was council 
members’ first choice for 
the job and City Manager 
Bob Brown was able to 
hammer out an employment 
agreement during Tuesday’s 
proceedings.

• The Perry City Council 

voted 4-1 to move forward 
with dissolving its Code 
Enforcement Board and 
appointing a special 
magistrate to assume the 
board’s duties, which 
include ruling on city code 
violations.

• The community of 
Shady Grove celebrated the 
grand opening of its new 
Village Post Office located 
inside Rocky’s. 

• Georgia-Pacific LLC 
and Buckeye Technologies 
Inc. completed the 
previously announced 
acquisition of Buckeye by 
Georgia-Pacific. 

• Members of the Perry 
City Council amended 
water and sewer rates as 
well as added a $1 monthly 
fixed fee to gas bills. 

• Living up to its name as 
the Tree Capital of the South, 
Taylor County exported 
nearly 700,000 tons of 
lumber and wood products 
annually, according to the 
Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT). 

• When midnight struck 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, so 
did an unknown suspect 
who pried open a back door 
and burglarized Goodman’s 
BBQ restaurant.

• Following a public 
debate that resonated in 
uncivil terms--with audience 
members booing speakers 
and lobbing allegations 
against a seated council 
member--City Manager 
Bob Brown called for an 
end to personal attacks that 
have included death threats 
against him.

• The Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) issued a notice of a 
draft permit that included 
numerous improvements 
at Buckeye including a 15-
mile pipeline to discharge 
the mill’s effluent near the 
gulf. 

• Two months after the 
shooting death of former 
Taylor County resident 
Samuel Lee Hamilton Jr. 
in Gainesville, the U.S. 
Marshals Florida Regional 
Fugitive Task Force 
(FRFTF) apprehended 
suspect Larry Whitehead 
Jr. Sept. 15 in Hampton, 
Va., after an investigation 
spanning three states. 

• Weighing letters of 
support from community 
leaders and technical input 
from engineers against 
petitions and citizen 
protests, the Perry City 
Council voted 3-2 to close 
a portion of Washington 
Street so the area could 
be incorporated into a 
sprawling downtown lake 
and park.

• Code Enforcement Board 
member Tonya Holton filed 
an ethics complaint against 
Councilman Mike Deming 
alleging he misused his 
public position by parking 

his vehicle on a city 
sidewalk.

• Emotional eyewitness 
testimony set the stage 
Sept. 24 for the week-long 
double-murder trial of 
70-year-old Paul McNutt, 
who contended he acted in 
self-defense when he shot 
and killed Lee Spees Sr. 
and his son, Lee Jr., in the 
waning daylight hours of 
Dec. 5, 2011.

• Paul McNutt, 71, 
testified in his own defense 
telling the jury his side of the 
story and the series of events 
Dec. 5, 2011, that resulted 
in the death of two men and 
the maiming of a third. The 
accused double-murderer 
spent nearly 90 minutes 
on the stand, answering 
a series of questions that 
drew a picture of a once-
neighborly relationship 
between his family and the 
Spees. It was a relationship, 
he said, which deteriorated 
as conflict over a 30-foot 
dirt road escalated.

• Suspects led law 
enforcement officers 
on a 30-mile chase that 
reached 100 miles per hour 
and ended with a head-on 
collision a sheriff’s patrol 
car late Thursday, Sept. 26.

• Paul McNutt was found 
guilty of two counts of 
first degree murder for the 
December 2011 shooting 
deaths of Lee Spees Sr. and 
his son, Lee Spees Jr. The 
six-person jury also found 
McNutt guilty of attempted 
murder in the shooting of a 
third victim. 

• The Taylor County High 
School Bulldogs ended a 20-
game losing streak against 
Madison in a thrilling 34-33 
overtime victory.

• Patrick Alexander 
Wilkinson pled guilty to 
second degree murder and 
was sentenced to life in 
prison for the death of his 
longtime friend, Ashley 
Wayne Adams.

• Taylor County High 
School senior MaKenzie 
Cannon was named the 
2013 Florida Forest Festival 
Distinguished Young 
Woman of Taylor County 
during a “Motown Madness” 
themed scholarship 
program. Jessica Welsh was 
named first runner-up.

• The City of Perry’s Code 
Enforcement Board met for 
a final time Oct. 7; the board 
was dissolved and replaced 
by a special magistrate.

• A second man was 
arrested and charged with 
first degree murder in 
connection to the death of 
Patricia “Niece” Knight, 
who disappeared in January 
2006. Johnny Flowers, 66, 
was arrested Oct. 2 and was 
ordered held without bond.

• The Perry-Foley Airport 
welcomed special guests 
from across the pond when 
the scientific team behind 
the airship Cloud Lab, made 

a brief stopover. A BBC film 
crew was documenting the 
lab’s month-long journey 
across the United States.

• Hudson Harvey and 
Kaylan Kirk were crowned 
the 2013 Florida Forest 
Festival’s Little King 
and Little Queen during 
glittering ceremonies held 
Oct. 12. Joining their royal 
court were: Grant Turner 
and Gracie Simmons, first 
runners-up, and Nicholas 
Kinsey and Kaylee Mae 
Strickland, second runners-
up.

• A dedication ceremony 
was planned for the city’s 
new dog park, named in 
memory of the late Angel 
Ketring, a Perry teen who 
was killed in an automobile 
accident.

• Gov. Rick Scott “shook 
every hand” and was a 
server at the “World’s 
Largest Free Fish Fry” 
during his guest appearance 
at the 58th annual Florida 
Forest Festival.

• Community leaders 
were given a firsthand 
look at the inner workings 
of Taylor Correctional 
Institution during the 
second annual Community 
Partnership event held 
Oct. 30. Deputy Secretary 
Timothy Cannon was 
among the special guests 
taking part in the tour.

• Florida Surgeon General 
and Secretary of Health Dr. 
John H. Armstrong visited 
the Florida Department of 
Health in Taylor County 
Thursday, Oct. 31, to 
promote the Healthiest 
Weight Florida initiative.

• The State of Florida 
Commission on Ethics 
dismissed the ethics 
complaint filed against 
Perry City Councilman 
Mike Deming, finding that 

the complaint lacked legal 
sufficiency.

• Infernal Club manager 
Michael Frazier was found 
not guilty of operating a 
bottle club without a license 
following a two-hour non-
jury trial held Nov. 1.

• The Taylor County 
Commission approved a new 
10-year lease agreement 
with the Doctors’ Memorial 
Hospital Board of Directors 
for the continued operation 
of the facility.

• Taylor County saluted 
its veterans Monday, Nov. 
11, during a number of 
community ceremonies.

• Taylor County High 
School seniors Jamarcus 
Robertson and Annsley 
Bohlman were crowned 
Homecoming King and 
Queen for the 2013-14 
school year.

• A massive fire lit the 
skies over the sprawling 
Gilman Building Products 
plant located off U.S. 19 
North in the early morning 
hours of Nov. 13, with the 
blaze reportedly causing 
extensive damage to the 
lumber company’s planer 
mill.

• A mother of two young 
children was killed in an 
automobile crash just three 
shy of her 28th birthday. 
Casey D. Bergman of Perry 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene some two miles  
west on U.S. Highway 98 
just past Deal’s Oyster 
House.

• Thankful hearts led 
to heartfelt actions for 
the 2013 Thanksgiving 
holiday, with some 10 area 
churches and more than 60 
volunteers working together 
to distribute 1,220 meals 
to local individuals and 
families in need.

• Taylor County workers 
currently earning minimum 
wage were to see a 14-cent 
increase in their hourly 
pay Jan. 1, when Florida’s 
minimum wage jumps to 
$7.93.

• Downtown Perry 
prepared to welcome 
holiday crowds for its annual 
Christmas Open House. 
Planned events included a 
tree-lighting ceremony, a 
visit with Santa, caroling 
and more.

• Perry-Taylor County 
Chamber of Commerce 
President Dawn Taylor 
attended a Community 
Leaders Dinner hosted by 
Florida’s First Lady Ann 
Scott at the Governor’s 
Mansion in Tallahassee.

• A “significant” number 
of cell phones were stolen 
from a local Verizon store 
during an early morning 
burglary Monday, Dec. 9.

• Perry Primary School 
rolled out the red carpet 
to welcome Florida’s First 
Lady Ann Scott for a visit 
Dec. 9. 

• A Taylor County mother 
sustained multiple critical 
injuries after being thrown 
from a vehicle in a single-car 
rollover accident on Carlton 
Cemetery Road. Melissa 
Robinson underwent 
back-to-back emergency 
surgeries at Tallahassee 
Memorial Hospital.

• A “porkalicious” 
good time was had by all 
attending the sixth annual 
Southern Pines Blues & 
BBQ Festival. More than 
$10,000 in prizes was 
awarded to competing  
BBQ teams from across 
Florida.

• Local residents and 
officials aired concerns 
during a public hearing with 
Taylor County’s legislative 
delegation—Rep. Halsey 
Beshears and Sen. Bill 
Montford.

• One little girl’s holiday 
wish came true when her 
older brother, whom she 
calls “Bubby,” surprised her 
Christmas morning with a 
surprise visit home from his 
Army post in Afghanistan.

OOctober

NNovember

DDecember
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2013 a year in review
City attorney resigns; Curtis hired; 
Code Enforcement Board dissolved
YEAR IN REVIEW
Continued from page 6

SSeptember

AAugust

Paul McNutt, left, showed little emotion when Clerk of Court Annie Mae 
Murphy, read the jury’s verdict of “guilty.” He is currently serving two life 
sentences.

Taylor County had the rare honor of hosting a sitting governor when Rick 
Scott attended the 58th annual Florida Forest Festival. Scott walked the 
parade route and served fish at the “World’s Largest Free Fish Fry.” A few 
months later, Perry Primary School rolled out the red carpet to welcome his 
wife, Florida’s First Lady Ann Scott, for a classroom visit.



Yard sale/moving sale. Saturday,
Jan. 4, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 230 Woods
Street. Dont miss this one. Tools,
household items, lawn and yard
items. Priced so you will be glad
you came. No sales before 8 a.m.
Cash only.
1/1-1/3

MISC

We
Buy

Scrap
Metal and Junk 

Cars
850-838-5865

RC.

Cash for junk cars and  trucks,
free removal. 7 days a week. Call
(386) 658-1030 or (904) 887-
8513.
11/08-01/31

FOR RENTS
1 bedroom, 1 bath, $450 per
month and $500 deposit. $35 non-
refundable application fee. Utilities
not included. Call 850-584-6666
ext. 401.
WO

Stafford - Taylor Property. 3
bedroom, 2 bath. Voucher
welcome, no pets or smokers.
References required. $600 per
month plus deposit. Call 770-461-
2769.
1/1-1/10

Town & Country has 1 and 2
bedroom mobile homes for rent.
Application required. $400 per
month, $400 security deposit.
We're also offering permanent
campsites for $275 per month and
electric deposit. Call 850-584-
3095 for more details or call 954-
601-7393.
12/18-01/10

3 bedroom 2 bath house on 5
acres with large storage in city
limits. $800 per month without
stove and refridgerator or $900
per month with. Call 850-584-
4678.
1/1-1/31

1 bedroom, 1 bath house, all
remodeled. $595 per month and
$595 deposit. 408 N. Calhoun
Street. Call 305- 970-1653.
LS

TIDEWATER APARTMENTS
Now accepting applications for
2 & 3 bedroom apartments....
Rent based on income. On-site
laundry. Most utilities included.
Close to shopping centers, city
parks, and Boys & Girls Club.
Public transportation available.
850-584-6842, TDD 711, EHO.
Section 8 Affordable Multifamily
Housing.
TA, 
tfn

Westgate Rooms available for
rent. Refrigerator, microwave, TV
with cable, AC/Heater. Everything
included. $195- $240 weekly, $40
daily, $595-$635 per month. RV
sites $20 daily, $120 weekly, $350
monthly. Tax included. 1627 S.
Byron Butler Pkwy. (786) 344-
2546.
Lily, 
tfn.

Freshly painted throuhout and
pressure washed; 4 bedroom, 2
bath country estate with great
room, 2 car garage and carport.
Just outside city limits near
WinnDixie, K-Mart and Walmart.
Contact Professional Realty of
Perry at 850-584-5844.
1/1-2/28

Woodridge Apartments
Immediate Openings for 1 and 2
bedroom Apts. HUD Vouchers
considered. HC and Non-HC
accessible apartments. Call 850-
584-5668. 709 W. Church St.
Perry, FL  32348 TDD 711. Equal
Housing Opportunity
WA, tfn.

1 bedroom, 1 bath apartment for
rent. Convenient to downtown.
$550 per month. Securiy deposit
required and first month's rent due
when lease is signed. Contact
850-371-1800.
12/25-01/17

Cozy 2 bed, 1 bath block house.
Great location, walk to Walmart.
Taking applications, $475 per
month, first, last and security. Call
850-223-3427.
12/18-01/03

Rooms available at Skylark Motel
everything included for monthly
$595 (required $45 deposit), $195
weekly or $40 daily (tax included).
317 N. Byron Butler Pkwy. (305)
970-1653.
LS, tfn.

STEINHATCHEE
PLACE RESORT

Furnished 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments for rent $600 to $800.
Included with rent is full cable t.v.,
Internet, hot tub, one block to river
and new boat landing. Call (352)
498-7740 if no answer call (813)
677-9640.
SP

Large 3 bedroom, 2 1/5 bath
home, fenced yard, additional
family room and office. $850 per
month. Call 850-371-1462 or 850-
838-6521.
SJE 

New office with waiting room,
break room and conference room
in downtown Perry. $300 per
month, all utilities included. Call
Bill at 954-647-5057
12/18-01/10

HOMES AND REAL ESTATE

REPO'S! Land & Homes. Home
only, all counties. Call (352) 493-
9600.
TMH 

28BY70 4/2 ON 1.20 Acres
E-Z TERMS 5% DOWN
$549 FOR 20 YEARS
Call 352-303-8771.
TMH

Land for Sale, 221 North between
Shiloh Church Rd. and Cairo
Parker Rd. 1 acre lots with paved
roads. Owner financing available.
Please call (386) 658-1346 or
(850) 584-7466.
EF

MOBILE HOME

Jacobsen Homes Factory Outlet
Guaranteed Lowest Prices in
Florida.They Sell For The
Factory......WE ARE THE
FACTORY! 3BR/2 BA, Starting @
$235 Per Month. See The Best
Built Homes In FL. Jacobsen
Homes of Lake City.Call 386-438-
8458. JH 

FACTORY SALE IN PROGRESS
Jacobsen Homes Factory Outlet

Lake City, FL.
3BR/2 BA, Only $235 Per Mo.

Call 386.243.8678. JH

Jacobson Homes
Big 4BR/2 BA with Den

Del & Set-Up
Only $59,995

Call 386.243.8678.
3BR/2 BA, Only $235 Per Mo.

Call 386.243.8678. JH

BANK REPO!
2008, Townhome, 32x76 4BR/2
BA, Loaded, Inc's Stainless
Appliance Pkg., Gourmet Kitchen,
Upgraded Insulation R-30, Real
Wood Cabinets & Glamor Bath,
Save Thousands! Call 386-438-
8458.JH

Like new 2012 well built
manufactured single wide home.
15x56, skirted with decks, For
sale, call 850-223-1877.
12/18-01/10

Cost Accountant
AMTEC Less-Lethal Systems,
Inc. (ALS) has an open position for
a Cost Accountant. The position
will be responsible for executing
cost accounting procedures and
methods. Typical duties include:
preparation and analysis of cost
reports and costing audits;
examining and reviewing unusual
cost records and ensuring cost
data is allocated correctly;
reviewing and approving weekly
accounts payable run; reviewing
and approving daily purchase
orders to ensure proper coding,
assisting Plant Controller with
various tasks and reports for the
month end close; fixed asset
accounting, additional duties as
needed. An associate’s degree
plus relevant experience is
required along with a proven
ability to communicate well both
verbally and in writing with peers
and management. If interested,
send your resume to
careers@lesslethal.com no later
than January 10, 2014.
12/27-01/03

EMT – Part Time
For local area community for night
time & weekend shifts. Current
valid Florida EMT certificate and
DL required with good driving
record. Prior experience a plus.
Competitive pay, access to onsite
daycare and fitness facilities.
Apply in person at Personnel
Office Monday through Friday
from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., or
fax resume/credentials to (386)
658-5160. EOE/Drug-Free
Workplace/Criminal background
checks required.
12/13-01/01

Badcock and more. Set up and
delivery. Clean driving record
required, must be 21 or older.
Apply in person, no phone calls.

Technical Representative Needed
Must have High School diploma or
equivalent, a valid driver’s license,
basic computer skills, knowledge
of basic tools and equipment.
Construction experience preferred
and no previous employment
history with Big Top Mfg. A
mandatory drug screening and
felony background check will be
performed.
Accepting the first three (3)
qualified applications, apply in
person at Big Top Mfg. Big Top is
an equal opportunity employer
that does not tolerate
discrimination in employment
based upon race, sex, religion,
color, nation origin, age, disability,
marital status, special disabled
veteran or any other characteristic
protected by law.
1/1/14 BT

Epes Transport is hiring company
drivers & independent contractors.
For the following positions:
Regional OTR, & Part time OTR
Weekends. Home Every Week!
Competitive Pay, $.10 Northeast
pay Premium + Bonus, excellent
benefits, paid holidays & vacation.
CDL-A & 1 year OTR exp. req.
Epes Transport System, Inc. 888-
2 9 3 - 3 2 3 2
www.epestransport.com
01/01, 01/03

CNAs – needed part time, all
shifts.Apply in person at Madison
Health and Rehab Center, 2481
US 90 West, Madison, Fl. 32340
from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
MHR

Sales Assistant  Needed
Must have high school diploma or
equivalent, prior computer
experience, phone and superb
customer service skills, and have
no previous employment with Big
Top Mfg.
There is only one (1) position
available, we will only accept the
first five (5) qualified applications.
Must apply in person at Big Top
Mfg. 3255 North US 19 Perry, FL.
Big Top is an equal opportunity
employer that does not tolerate
discrimination in employment
based upon race, sex, religion,
color, nation origin, age, disability,
marital status, special disabled
veteran or any other characteristic
protected by law.
1/1/14 BT

SERVICES

Be A CNA
Start your New Year off

with a New Career.
Quest Training offers a 40 Hr.,
quality, nurse taught prep class.
No GED required if age 18. Our
students have high pass rates on
the state exam. Day and evening
classes available. Call 386-362-
1065.
1/01-1/31

Bush hogging and land clearing,
acreage and lot's, big or small.
Cell (850) 838-6077, after 5 p.m.
call (850) 584-2270.
JM,tfn 
(Wed)

Angie's Thrift Shop in downtown
Perry, now open daily. 121 East
Green Street.
12/18-01/10

A to Z Farm and Lawn Service
Land clearing, tree trimming/
removal, dump truck service,
harrowing, bush hog mowing, rake
work, dirt leveling and complete
lawn service. Call 584-6737.
AZ, tfn

Compassionate Care
At An Affordable Price

Florida Assisted Living 
Facility of Perry

License # AL 12446
Now open for Residents

24 hours-Daily 
When your loved one requires
help with daily needs and
medication yet wants a
independent lifestyle, they will
enjoy the caring enviroment at
Florida Assisted  Living Facility of
Perry. The affordable monthly fee
includes a private room, superior
care, and a variety of services.

Six private beds are available.
Call Gail French today for a
personal visit of our caring home.

105 Sandra Street
Perry, Florida

(850) 584-2388
(850) 264-3631

12/25-01/03

Taylor County Recovery 
Center, Inc.

215 N. Washington Street.
Perry, FL 850-584-2772.
tcrchelps@fairpoint.net,

www.taylorcountyrecover.com
non-profit, DCF licensed,
assesments, treatment, criminal
justice reporting, sliding scale
fees.
12/25-01/31

TAYLOR COUNTY  ELECTRIC 
No job too big or too small.We are
open 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. We also do
service calls. Call us at 850-628-
9759, 850-584-7198 or 850-295-
0198.

Business

Local sign design and
manufacturing company for sale.
We specialize in metal, plastic and
paper signs. We also design and
manufacture t-shirts, hats,
banners and vehicle graphics.
Since 2004 we have serviced a
host of businesses, charities,
churches, schools, government
agencies and politicians. All
inventory, clientele, equipment
and artwork will be included with
purchase of the company.This is a
turn key opportunity, ready to
continue making money. Serious
inquiries only please. Asking
$25,000. Call 1-850-838-7249.

LEGALS

IN THE CIRCUIT CIVIL COURT OF
THE THIRD JUDIIAL CIRCUIT OF
FLORIDA, IN AND FOR TAYLOR
COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION
Case No. 62-2011-CA-000485
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
Plaintiff,
vs.
DEBORAH R. PARKER A/K/A
DEBORAH RUNNELS
PARKER A/K/A DEBORAH PARKER
AND UNKNOWN 
TENANTS/OWNERS,
Defendants.
____________/
NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given, pursuant
to Final Judgment of Foreclosure
for Plaintiff entered in this cause
on December 11, 2013, in the
Circuit Court of Taylor County,
Florida, I will sell the property
situated in Taylor County, Florida
described as:
LOT 7 OF PINE RIDGE
SUBDIVISION, ACCORDING TO
THE MAP OR PLAT OF SAID PINE
RIDGE SUBDIVISION ON RECORD
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TAYLOR
CONTY, FLORIDA, IN PLAT BOOK
1, PAGE 72.
and commonly known as: 100
Seminole Road, Perry, Fl 32348;
including the building,
appurtenances, and fixtures
located therein, at public sale,
to the highest and best bidder,
for cash, Sales are held at the
front steps of Taylor County
Courthouse., on January 14,
2014 at 1100 a.m.
Any person claiming an interest
in the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as
of the date of the lis pendens
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DEADLINES:
Deadlines for classified ads are Monday by

5 p.m. for the Taco Times and
5 p.m. Wednesday for the Perry News-Herald.

Have a job opening?
Advertise in the 

TACO TIMES 
classifieds today.
Call 584-5513.
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must file a claim within 60 days
after the sale.
Dated this 13 day of Dec., 2013.
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Annie Mae Murphy
By: Marti Lee 
Deputy Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR TAYLOR COUNTY,
FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
CASE NO: 62 2012 CA 000759
Nation Star Mortgage LLC.,
PLAINTIFF
VS.
jose suarex mortgage electronic
registration
systems, inc. as nominee for
countrywide bank, na;
unknown tenant #1 n/k/A
jaishreeben patel
Defendant(s)
____________/
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuanr ro Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated December 11,
2013 and entered in 62 2012 CA
000759 of the Circuit Court of the
THIRD Judicial Circuit in and for
TAYLOR County, Florida, wherein
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LCC., is
the Plaintiff and JOSE SUAREZ;
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INCD. AS
NOMINEE FOR COUNTRYWIDE
BANK, NA; UNKNOWN TENANT #1
N/K/A JAISREENEM PATEL are the
Defendant(s). Annie Mae
Murphy as the Clerk of the Circuit
Court will sell to the highest and

best bidder for cash, the West
Door, Taylor County Courthouse
108 N. Jefferson St. Perry FL 32347,
at 11:00 AM on January 28, 2014
the following described property
as set forth in said final jusgment,
to wit:
LOT 12B: COMMENCE AT THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE
NORTHWET QUARTER OF THE
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF
SECTION 36, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH,
RANGE 7 EAST AS THE POINT OF
BEGINNING AND RUN SOUTH 03
DEGREES 46 MINUTES 30
SECONDS WEST ALONG THE
FORTY LINE (BEARING BASE) 63.41
FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH 89
DEGREES 08 MINUTES 13
SECONDS EAST 220.03 FEET;
THENCE RUN NORTH 03 DEGREES
44 MINUTES 54 SECONDS EAST
64.43 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH
00 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 04
SECONDS EAST 88.02 FEET;
THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES
08 MINUTES 13 SECONDS WEST
220.06 FEET TO THE FORTY LINE;
THENCE RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES
37 MINUTES 04 SECONDS WEST
ALONG THE FORTY LINE 89.05 FEET
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
SAID PARCEL IS LOCATED IN THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE
SOUTHWEST QUARTER AND THE
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF
SECTION 36, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH,
RANGE 7 EAST, TAYLOR COUNY,
FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest
in the surplus from the sale, if any
other than the property owner as
of the date of the lis pendens

must file a claim within 60 days
after the sale.
Dated this 13 day of Dec., 2013.
Annie Mae Murphy
As Clerk of the Court
By: Marti Lee 
As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT
"If you are a person with a
disability who needs any
accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of certain
assistance, Please contact
Dominique March, Americans
with Disabilities Act Coordinator,
Taylor County Clerk of Court 108
North Jefferson St. Perry, FL 32347;
telephone number 850-838-3506
at least 7 days before you
scheduled court appearance, or
immediately upon receiving this
notification if the time before the
scheduled appearance is less
than 7 days; if you are hearing or
voice impaired, call 711"
12/25, 01/01

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
3RD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR TAYLOR COUNTY,
FLORIDA
CASE NO: 12-436-CA
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., 
Plaintiff,
vs.
WILLIAM HENDRY, et al.
Defendants.
_____________/
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Summary Final
Judgment of Foreclsoure dated
October 17, 2013 entered in Civil
Case No.: 12-436-CA of the
Circuit Court of the 3rd Judicial
Circuit in and for Taylor County,
Perry, Florida, Anne Mae Murphy
the Clerk of Circuit Court will sell
to the highest and best bidder for
cash at 108 North Jefferson
Street, the West Door of the
Courthouse, Perry, Florida, 32347
at 11:00 am on the 21st day of
January, 2014 the following
described property as set forth in
said summary Final Judgment,
to-wit:
BEGIN AT THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF LOT 12, OF BLOCK 4,
OF PERRY HEIGHTS, A
SUBDIVISION OF PERRY, FLORIDA.
A MAP OR PLAT OF SAID
SUBDIVISION BEING ON RECORD
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF
CIRCUIT COURT OF TAYLOR
COUNTY, FLORIDA, THENCE RUN
SOUTH 30 FEET, THENCE RUN WEST
290 FEET TO THE EAST BOUNDARY
LINE OF THE SOUTH GEORGIA
RAILROAD COMPANY RIGHT OF
WAY, THENCE RUN IN A
NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION
ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY LINE
OF SAID RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY
A DISTANCE OF 567.82 FEET FOR A
POINT OF BEGINNING. THENCE
RUN EAST 351 FEET THENCE RUN
SOUTH 350 FEET, THENCE RUN
WEST 275 FEET TO THE EAST
BOUNDARY LINE OF ABOVE
MENTIONED RAILROAD RIGHT OF
WAY, THENCE RUN IN A
NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION
ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY LINE
OF SAID RAILOAD RIGHT OF WAY
A DISTANCE OF 357.59 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
Property Address 1401 N.
SPRINGFIELD ST PERRY, FL 32347
Any person claiming an interest
in the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as
of the date of the lis pendens
must file a claim within 60 days
after the sale.
Dated this 19 day of Dec., 2013.

Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: Marti Lee 
Deputy Clerk
TRIPP SCOTT, P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
110 S.E. Sixth St., 15th Floor
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
Telephone (954)765-2999
Facsimile (954) 761-8475
12/25-01/01

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX
DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that
Russell Belcher the holder of the
following certificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be
issued thereon. The certificate
number, year of issuance,
description of the property and
the names in which the property
was assessed are as follows:
Certificate Number 917  Year of
Issuance 2010
Description of Property:
Parcel Number  R06578-269
Lot 269 of the Lesure Retreats
Subdivision. Recorded in official
records 503, Page 984. Death
Certificate recorded in official
records 526 page 993. Subject to
a Tri-County Easement described
in official records 281, page 426.
This proerty is being assesed with
a 1990 Homes of Merit
doublewide mobile home, VIN #
HML2P28151505895A &
HML2P28151505895B, Title
#49488568 & 49488570.
Name in which assessed Kevin L.
Camp.
Said property being in the
County of Taylor, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate shall be
redeemed according to law, the
property described shall be sold
to the highest bidder at the
courthouse door on the 27th day
of  January, 2014 at 11:00 o’clock
a.m. 
Dated this 19th day of
December, 2013
Signature: Annie Mae Murphy
Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of Circuit Court
Taylor County, Florida

IN THE CIRCUIT CIVIL COURT OF
THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR TAYLOR
COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION
Case No. 62-2010-CA-000708
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Plaintiff, 
vs.
LARRY COZINE A/K/A LARRY D.
COZINE, JULIE COZINE A/K/A
JULIE E. COZINE, BETTYE J.
GILBREATH, UNKNOWN SPOUSE
OF BETTYE J. GILBREATH, DEBRA A.
FREEMAN, UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
DEBRA A. FREEMAN, I. STEVEN
FOSTER, MARY L. CHEWNING,
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MARY L.
CHEWNING, PEGGY S.
TOMLINSON, SHEILA M. PITTS,
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF SHEILA M.
PITTS, AND UNKOWN
TENANTS/OWNERS,
Defendants.
_____________/
NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given, pursuant
to Final Judgment of Foreclosure
for Plaintiff entered in this cause
on December 17, 2013, in the
Circuit Court of Taylor County,
Florida, I will sell the property
situated in Taylor County, Florida
described as:
PARCEL ONE: COMMENCE AT THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE SE
1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF SECTION
25, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 7
EAST, AND RUN THENCE SOUTH

117.0 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 85
DEGREES AND 24 MINUTES WEST,
32.5 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO A
POINT ON THE WEST BOUNDARY
OF CENTER STREET; THENCE RUN
SOUTH 01 DEGREES AND 35
MINUTES EAST, ALONG THE SAID
WEST BOUNDARY OF CENTER
STREET, 370.0 FEET TO A POINT
WHICH IS THE POINT OF
BEGINNING. FROM SAID POINT
OF BEGINNING CONTINUE
THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREES AND
35 MINUTES EAST, ALONG SAID
WEST BOUNDARY OF CENTER
STREET, 100.0 FEET; THENCE RUN
SOUTH 85 DEGREES AND 24
MINUTES WEST 141.5 FEET; THENCE
NORTH 01 DEGREES AND 35
MINUTES WEST 100.0 FEET; THENCE
NORTH 85 DEGREES AND 24
MINUTES EAST 141.5 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING. SITUATE
LYING AND BEING IN SECTION 25,
TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 7,
EAST AND CONTAINING 0.32
ACRES, MORE OR LESS. 
PARCEL TWO: COMMENCE AT
THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE
SE 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF SECTION
25, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 7
EAST, AND RUN THENCE SOUTH
117.0 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 85
DEGREES 24 MINUTES WEST, 32.5
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO A POINT
ON THE WEST BOUNDARY OF
CENTER STREET; THENCE RUN
SOUTH 01 DEGREES 35 MINUTES
EAST, ALONG THE SAID WEST
BOUNDARY OF CENTER STREET,
270.0 FEET TO A POINT WHICH IS
THE POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM
SAID POINT OF BEGINNING
CONTINUE THENCE SOUTH 01
DEGREES 35 MINUTES EAST,
ALONG SAID WEST BOUNDARY
OF CENTER STREET, 100.0 FEET;
THENCE RUN SOUTH 85 DEGREES
24 MINUTES WEST 141.5 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 01 DEGREES 35
MINUTES WEST 100.0 FEET; THENCE
NORTH 85 DEGREES 24 MINUTES
EAST, 141.5 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING. SITUATE LYING AND
BEING IN SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP
4 SOUTH, RANGE 7, EAST AND
CONTAINING 0.32 ACRES, MORE
OR LESS. TOGETHER WITH
EASEMENT ACROSS THE SOUTH
3.5 FEET OF THE PROPERTY AS
DESCRIBED IN OFFICIAL RECORD
358 PAGE 317 OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF TAYLOR COUNTY,
FLORIDA.
and commonly known as: 1209
SOUTH CENTER STREET, PERRY, FL
32347; including the building,
appurtenances, and fixtures
located therein, at public sale, to
the highest and best bidder, for
cash, Sales are held at the front
steps of the Taylor County
Courthouse., on January 21, 2014
at 11:00 a.m.
Any persons claiming an interest
in the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as
of the date of the lis pendens
must file a claim within 60 days
after the sale.
Dated this 18th day of Dec.,
2013.
Clerk of Circuit Court 
Annie Mae Murphy
By: Marti Lee
Deputy Clerk
01/01-01/08

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX
DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that  TC
Tampa 1. LLC.   the holder of the
following certificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be
issued thereon. The certificate
number, year of issuance,
description of the property and
the names in which the property

was assessed are as follows:
Certificate Number    815   Year of
Issuance   2011 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number     R06403-062
Lot  42, Block E of Ocean Pond
Subdivision. containing two (2)
acres, more or less Recorded in
official records 613, page 492.
Name in which assessed  Lloyd
G. Ferguson 
Said property being in the
County of Taylor, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate shall be
redeemed according to law, the
property described shall be sold
to the highest bidder at the
courthouse door on the  13th
day of  January , 2014 at 11:00
o’clock a.m. Dated this 5th  day
of  December , 2013
Signature: Annie Mae Murphy
Annie Mae Murphy
Clerk of Circuit Court
Taylor County, Florida
12/11, 12/18, 12/25, 01/01

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID
Housing Rehabilitation 
State Housing Initiatives
Partnership (SHIP) Program
Taylor County Board of County
Commissioners invites interested
residential contractors to submit
bids for the Rehabilitation of four
(4) and Replacement of one (1)
single family homes in Taylor
County.
SEALED Bids are to be submitted
on or before January 31, 2014 at
4:00 PM to Annie Mae Murphy,
Clerk of the Court (850) 838-3506.
Bid envelopes are to be
identified as SHIP ITB-001.
Hand Delivery, FED-X or UPS:
Annie Mae Murphy, Clerk of the
Court
108 North Jefferson Street, Suite
102, Perry, FL. 32347.
Mail Delivery: Annie Mae
Murphy, Clerk of the Court, 108
North Jefferson Street, Suite 102,
Perry, FL. 32347.
A Public Opening of the Bids is
scheduled for February 3, 2014 at
6:00 PM at 201 East Green Street,
Perry, Florida, 32347. Bids will be
opened during a regularly
scheduled Board of County
Commissioners meeting.
A MANDATORY meeting to
provide contractor orientation
materials and visit the scheduled
project will be held on January
15, 2014 at 10:30 am, located at
401 Industrial Drive, Perry, 32348.
The meeting will take place in
the airport terminal conference
room.  You must attend this
meeting in order to receive the
bid documents and attend the
review of the projects.  The visit to
the projects will immediately
follow the orientation meeting.
For contractors that have not
been pre-approved, you may
obtain a contractor application
package by calling Meridian
Community Services Group, Inc.
at (866) 484-1975 (Toll Free).
Please bring your completed
application package to the
mandatory meeting on January
15, 2014.  
WBE/MBE/DBE Firms are
encouraged to participate.
Taylor County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.
The Taylor County Board of
Commissioners reserves the right
to accept or reject any and/or
all bids in the best interest of
Taylor County.
TAYLOR COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Malcolm Page, Chairman.
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merger agreement. Buckeye 
stockholders also approved 
the non-binding advisory 
proposal regarding merger-
related compensation with a 
vote of more than 83 percent 
of the total outstanding 
shares of Buckeye. 

Under the merger 
agreement, all outstanding 
shares of Buckeye 
Technologies’ common 
stock were converted into 
the right to receive $37.50 
per share, net to the holder 
in cash, without interest, 
subject to any withholding of 
taxes required by applicable 
law. The transaction was 

valued at approximately 
$1.5 billion, including  
debt. 

As a result of the merger, 
Georgia-Pacific acquired 
all of the outstanding stock 
of Buckeye Technologies, 
including ownership of its 
five manufacturing facilities, 
global sales offices and 
headquarters. Employees 

of Buckeye Technologies 
(approximately 1,200) were 
then employees of Georgia-
Pacific as Buckeye became 
a wholly owned subsidiary.

“We are excited to 
finalize the acquisition,” 
said Buckeye Chairman 
and CEO John Crowe when 
the deal was finalized. 
“This combination will 

be very good for a lot of 
people. Many Buckeye 
employees will have more 
opportunities; customers 
will have more options; 
community members will 
continue to have a company 
with a record of contributing 
in communities where they 
operate and, of course, 
shareholders get a very nice 

return.”
Headquartered in 

Atlanta, Georgia-Pacific 
is one of the world’s 
leading manufacturers 
and marketers of building 
products, tissue, packaging, 
paper, cellulose and related 
chemicals. The company 
employs approximately 
35,000 people worldwide.
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2013 in headlines

When the community 
came together to create its 
“blueprint” for the future, 
Vision 2060, one of the 
goals was to attract new 
businesses and new jobs to 
the community.

 In 2013, that came to 
fruition, when, just a year 
after  AMTEC Less-Lethal 
Systems, Inc., (ALS) 
announced it was relocating 
its headquarters and 

manufacturing operations 
from Arkansas to Taylor 
County, the company held 
a dedication ceremony at 
its new facility located on 
U.S. 19 just north of Perry 
in August.

“We’ve certainly done 
a lot in a little bit of time 
in this facility,” said ALS 
President Rick Gardner as 
he welcomed guests which 
included local and state 

officials.
“We did not settle on this 

property until about a year 
ago,” Gardner said. “The 
first site work did not begin 
until December (of 2012). 
So when you came in and 
you saw a stand of Taylor 
County pine trees, that was 
basically what this property 
was. So it’s been an awful 
lot of effort to get us to 
where we are today.

“We shut down our 
operation in Arkansas at the 
end of April...and got things 
back up in June and hired 
our first employees.”

Gardner also introduced 
Bo Taff from Foley Timber 
and Land Co., whom he 
credited with helping 
AMTEC “navigate the 
waters” in moving to Florida 
and Taylor County.

“The two points I’d like to 

make really start with Vision 
2060,” Taff said. “AMTEC’s 
decision to locate to Taylor 
County really is proof that 
Taylor County’s vision is 
becoming reality.”

In December, ALS held 
Industry and Media Day 
at its training campus, 
located to adjacent to its 
manufacturing facility.

The training center will 
be utilized by local, state 

and federal law enforcement 
agencies as well as state 
and federal corrections 
officers for training as well 
as a location for AMTEC 
to showcase its less-lethal 
products. It boasts five 
shooting ranges, a “one of 
a kind, privately owned 
corrections-oriented training 
facility” and an active 
shooter hostage rescue 
training building.

The City of Perry took 
large strides in 2013 toward 
its downtown revitalization 
goals. 

The accomplishments 
included:

• Completed the Grand 

Pavilion, splash pad and 
playground at Rosehead 
Park.

• Acquired property for 
expanding the park and 
received a $335,000 grant 
for lake construction.

• Hired an architect and 
approved designs for the 
downtown canopies project. 

• Completed Angel’s 
Dog Park, dedicated to the 
late Angel Olivia Ketring, 
located adjacent to Folsom 

Park on South Center Street.
In September, the council 

voted to close a portion of 
Washington Street so the 
area could be incorporated 
into the sprawling downtown 
lake and park.

A combined eight years of 
investigations and work from 
law enforcement agencies 
resulted in two murder 
convictions within the span 
of eight weeks in the summer 
of 2013.

Eyewitness testimony 
proved to be strong evidence 
in the murder trial of Lloyd 
Phelps, which came to a 
close July 23 with a guilty 
verdict handed down in 

less than one hour. Phelps 
was given a life sentence in 
prison, with no possibility 
of parole, just moments after 
the verdict was rendered.

A plethora of voices was 
heard in the courtroom during 
two days of testimony, but 
it was perhaps the voice of 
the victim herself--Patricia 
“Niece” Knight--which 
proved the most damning. 

Her communication with 

the jury--in the form of a 
bloodstain eerily formed in 
the shape of a human body-- 
was an unavoidable specter 
that haunted the courtroom 
and clung to every word 
coming from the witness 
stand. Knight was last 
seen in January 2006. First 
presumed missing, her case 
was upgraded to a murder 
investigation five years later, 
in 2011.

Rising tides of emotions 
swelled on both sides of the 
aisle during three long days 
of testimony in the double-
murder trial of  71-year-old 
Paul McNutt in September.

Those emotions reached 
a breaking point when the 
four-man, two-woman jury 
returned its “guilty” verdict 
Sept. 26 to the charges of 
first degree murder for the 
deaths of Lee Spees Sr. 

and Lees Spees Jr., and the 
attempted murder of David 
Spees in the waning daylight 
hours of Dec. 5, 2011. 

Sentencing in the case 

was swift when Judge 
Greg Parker imposed the 
mandatory life sentences 
that the first degree murder 
convictions carried.

2. AMTEC opens manufacturing, training facility in Taylor County

4. City makes strides toward downtown goals

3. Two murder convictions in two months result in life sentences

The vehicle slid on its 
roof and came to a final stop 
on the west shoulder of the 
highway.

(Debra) Wright was 
transported to Tallahassee 

Memorial Hospital with 
serious injuries; Larry 
sustained minor injuries 
and was taken to Doctors’ 
Memorial Hospital for 
treatment. The couple was 
wearing their seatbelts at the 
time of the crash; Larry was 
cited for careless driving.

TRAPPED
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579 carries.
After a week off, 

Blount looks to lead the 
Pats’ three-man rushing 
attack that also features 
Stevan Ridley and Shane  
Vereen.

BLOUNT
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Couple was wearing seatbelts

Blount looks to lead rushing
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