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Many have compared Sun-
day night’s CNN-sponsored 
debate to the famous 1960 
Kennedy-Nixon debate.  In 
that famous Presidential 
debate, Nixon appeared 
unshaven, confused and un-
comfortable in front of the 
camera while Kennedy was 
young, bright and addressed 
the audience directly. 

In this case, Democrat 
Andrew Gillum was the 
Kennedy candidate, distin-
guished and self-confident, 
while Republican Ron 
DeSantis seemed to have 
trouble waiting for his turn 
to respond, interjecting with 

nervous smirks and laugh-
ter.

Round two of the guber-
natorial debate between Gil-
lum and DeSantis will take 
place Wednesday evening 
in Broward County. The two 
candidates have agreed to 
at least four debates before 
election day on Nov. 6.

The debate on Sunday, 
which was the first time the 
two candidates had met, 
was fluid but testy at times,  
especially when it came to a 
name which is not even on 
the ballot: Donald Trump.

Gillum stated his disdain 
for Trump’s actions and 
statements.

“Donald Trump is weak, 
and he performs as all weak 

people do.  They become 
bullies, and Mr. DeSantis 
is his acolyte,” said Gillum.  
“He’s trying out to be the 
Trump apprentice. At every 
turn, he’s tweeting him.”

DeSantis tried to present 
Gillum as a failed mayor 
with high crime rates in his 
city of Tallahassee. He said 
Gillum is a “far left social-
ist” who will raise taxes and 
a governor who will not be 
able to work with the Trump 
Administration.

“Andrew couldn’t keep Tal-
lahassee safe; he’s not the 
guy to keep Florida safe,” 
said DeSantis.

Gillum retorted saying 
that DeSantis is Donald 
Trump’s “stooge” and only 

represents big corporate 
interests who will continue 
to pollute Florida’s envi-
ronment, make the middle 
class poorer by not wanting 
to raise the minimum wage 
and neglecting to keep 
schools safe.

 “Ron is being Don, and 
that’s Donald Trump, ne-
glecting all sense of reason 
and facts,” responded 
Gillum.

Gillum did not back away 
from his expressed con-
tempt for Trump leaving 
DeSantis to ask whether he 
would be able to work with 
the current administration.

Gillum said he has worked 
with Republicans, as re-
cently as during and after 

Hurricane Michael, and can 
do so to get the job done.

Jake Tapper, who moder-
ated the CNN-sponsored 
debate, asked DeSantis 
about taking money from 
a contributor who called 
President Barack Obama 
the N-word and his warning 
to Floridians “not to monkey 
this up” after Gillum won 
the Democratic nomination.

DeSantis  said the donor 
apologized but he did not 
explain why he kept the 
money.

“The monkey up comment 
said it all,” said Gillum.  
“And he has only contin-
ued in the course of his       
campaign to draw all the 

SEE DEBATE 10A

Candidates set for second match Wednesday

Donald Trump is weak, 

and he performs as all 

weak people do.  They 

become bullies, and 

Mr. DeSantis is his 

acolyte”

Andrew Gillum

“

T
H
E

G
R
E
A
T

DEBATE

Miami Gardens 
strong

Oliver Gilbert says city 
needs to come into light 9A



 BLACKS MUST CONTROL THEIR OWN DESTINY  |  OCTOBER 24-30, 2018  |  MiamiTimesOnline.com

VIEWPOINT Editorials 

Cartoons

Opinions

Letters

(ISSN 0739-0319)
Published Weekly at 900 NW 54th Street, 
Miami, Florida 33127-1818
Post Office Box 270200 
Buena Vista Station, Miami, Florida 33127
Phone 305-694-6210

H.E. SIGISMUND REEVES  Founder, 1923-1968
GARTH C. REEVES JR.  Editor, 1972-1982
GARTH C. REEVES SR.  Publisher Emeritus
RACHEL J. REEVES Publisher and Chairman

The Black Press believes that America 
can best lead the world from racial and 
national antagonism when it accords 
to every person, regardless of race, 
creed or color, his or her human and 
legal rights. Hating no person, fearing 
no person, the Black Press strives to 
help every person in the firm belief that 
all persons are hurt as long as anyone 
is held back.

MEMBER: National Newspaper 
Publisher Association 
MEMBER: The Newspaper 
Association of America
Subscription Rates: One Year 
$65.00 – Two Year $120.00
Foreign $75.00
7 percent sales tax for Florida residents

Periodicals Postage 
paid at Miami, Florida
POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to  
THE MIAMI TIMES,  
P.O. Box 270200
Buena Vista Station, Miami, FL 
33127-0200 • 305-694-6210

Credo Of The Black Press The Miami Times welcomes and encourages letters on its editorial com-
mentaries as well as all other material in the newspaper. Such feedback 
makes for a healthy dialogue among our readership and the community. 

Letters must, however, be 300 words or less, brief and to the point, and may 
be edited for grammar, style and clarity. All letters must be signed and must 
include the name, address and telephone number of the writer for purposes 

of confirming authorship. Send letters to: Letters to the Editor, The Miami 
Times, 900 N.W. 54th Street, Miami, FL 33127, or fax them to 

305-757-5770; Email: editorial@miamitimesonline.com.

Miami Dade voters will have to 
decide on several hot button ballot 
referendum votes in addition to the 
12 statewide constitutional amend-
ments. On the ballot this year, Flor-
ida voters will decide on gambling, 
education, crime victim rights and 
whether ex-felons will get the right 
to vote in 2019.

The Miami Times Recommends …

STATE AMENDMENTS

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION
No. 1 proposes an amendment to 
increase the homestead 
exemption by $25,000 
any home worth more 
than$125,000.  Since 
the median home value in 
Miami-Dade County is well 
above $125,000 almost 
all homeowners would ben-
efit. People whose residences are 
worth less get the standard deduc-
tion. We say vote no.

NON-HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION
No. 2 benefits those with property 
that does not quality for Homestead 
Exemption (vacation homes or rent-
al property for example). 
Currently non-homestead-
ed real estate cannot be 
assessed  an increase 
of more than 10 percent 
annually. That rule is set 
to expire in 2019. This 
amendment makes perma-
nent the rule to not raise assess-
ments more than 10 percent per 
year. We say vote yes.

GAMBLING AUTHORIZATION
No. 3 is asking you the voter to 
decide on gambling in the state. 
Backed by Disney and the 
Seminole Tribe you the 
voter would decide wheth-
er to “authorize casino 
gambling” expansion. 
Since there is gambling 
at Disney, it makes sense 
why they want to “regu-
late” gambling. The more money 
that goes to the casinos the less 
there is for their parks. Gambling 
can be addictive and is already a 
contentious issue in the hands of 
legislators. We say let the citizens 
decide. Vote yes.

RIGHTS RESTORATION
No. 4, known widely as Amendment 
4, if passed would restore voting 
rights to some with felony records, 
except those who were charged with 
murder and sex crimes. The felons 
would have served all the terms of 
their sentence. It is estimated that 
more than 1.5 million people in 
Florida cannot vote because of their 
felony records. The Miami Times 
gives a resounding yes.

SUPERMAJORITY VOTE
No. 5 Imagine getting two-thirds of 
the Florida legislature to 
agree on something. This 
amendment would require 
a supermajority vote  to 
raise state taxes or fees. 
This makes legislators 
have to be more agreeable 
when they choose to dip 
into your pocket. We say vote yes.

CRIME VICTIMS' RIGHTS
N6. 6 on the surface seems like an 
amendment everyone should like. 
But when the Florida Public Defend-
ers Association, the American Civil 

Liberties Union of Florida 
and the League of Women 
Voters oppose the mea-
sure, you have to take an-
other look. The amendment 
asks that judges to create 
a bill of rights for crime 
victims; it asks judges and hearing 
officers not to rely on government 
interpretation of statues but in-
stead to use independent sources; 
and it raises the retirement age of 
judges from 70-75. Opponents say 
pork has been introduced and the 
amendment works against people 
who have been accused of commit-

ting a crime. The amendment 
seems to be trying to do too 
many things. It should fail 
and be revisited to protect 
the victimized as well as 
those accused of committing 
a crime. Too often, Black men 
are targeted and charged 

with crimes they do not commit. 
The accused rights need to be 
considered, too. The Miami Times 
says no.  

FIRST RESPONDER BENEFITS 
No. 7 is an amendment with two 
parts. One part would allow a 

payout to survivors of first 
responders to get a pay-
out from the state as well 
as some university tuition 
waived. The second part says 
that supermajority vote is 
needed by university trustees 
and state university board of 

governors to raise or impose fees. 
The amendment does not include 
tuition. The Miami Times says yes.

No. 8 has been struck from the 
ballot.

No. 9 is an amendment that 
protects the environment, 
specifically prohibiting off-
shore oil and gas drilling in 
Florida waters. Another part 
of this amendment prohibits 
vaping at indoor workplaces. 
The Miami Times says yes.

STREAMLINES STATE AND 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

No. 10 asks state and 
local governments to have 
department of veterans’ af-
fairs and counterterrorism. 
It also asks local govern-
ments to have elected sheriffs, 
property appraisers, supervisors of 
elections, tax collectors and clerks 
of court. The amendment changes 
the annual legislative session in 
even-numbered years from March 
to January. If it passes, Miami-Dade 
will have an elected sheriff and 
supervisor of election. Right now, 
those employees answer to the 
county mayor. We like that voters 
will choose who occupies these 
positions. Vote yes.

REMOVING OUTDATED LANGUAGE
No. 11 basically cleans up 
the constitution, removing 
obsolete language, some 
of which have been already 
repealed. Vote yes.

LOBBYING BAN
No. 12 bans elected officials 

from lobbying for six years the for-
mer bodies on which they serviced. 
Former judicial servants are banned 
for six years from lobbying the 
legislative or executive branches of 
Florida's government. The amend-
ment would also prohibit elected 

officials from abusing  their 
public position for personal 
benefit. This seems like a 
no-brainer. Vote yes.

DOG RACING
No. 13 ends dog racing bet-

ting by 2020. Other gaming activi-
ties remain. Vote yes.

COUNTY AMENDMENTS

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
This item would make nonpartisan 
the election of the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court. No party affiliation would 
show when on the ballot. Vote yes.

COUNTY EMPLOYEES 
RUNNING FOR OFFICE 

Currently, county appointed 
officials or employees who 
qualify to run for federal, 
state or municipal elected 
office have to take a leave 
of absence and, if elected, 
immediately forfeit their county po-
sitions. This amendment would limit 
this restriction to only apply when 
the candidate  qualifies for certain 
county elected offices. Vote no.

PETITION PROCESS REVIEW
Currently, when petitioning, the 
signatures are gathered and then 
the question is legally tested. 
This would allow county lawyers 
to review the petitioners' question 
before the signatures are 
collected. Petitioners may 
feel intimidation by this 
process. And if the petition 
is adverse to the county, 
why would the petitioner 
want a county lawyer to 
review their petition?  Vote 
no.

STREAMLINING ELECTIONS
The amendment asks that if a 
candidate for county commission or 
mayor withdraws, becomes disquali-
fied, or dies prior to an election that 
the votes cast for that candidate 
not be counted. It also asks to 

make official the election 
of the county commission 
or mayor if the seat was 
unopposed in an election 
after the close of qualifying. 
Vote yes.

PAY FOR SIGNATURES 
This referendum would stop peti-
tioners from paying or offering to 
pay any individual or organization, 
or receive payment or agree to 
receive payment, based on the 
number of signatures obtained for 
circulating the petition. Those who 
violate the rule, would have their 
signatures invalidated. Vote no.

NEW CITY
The Miami-Dade County 
Board of County Commis-
sioners  wants to create 
a new city in the area of 
northeast Miami-Dade 
with the following bound-
aries: Northern boundary: 
County line Eastern boundary: City 
limits of Aventura (Biscayne Blvd.) 
Southern boundary: City limits of 
North Miami Beach Western bound-
ary: Interstate 95. Vote yes.

MIAMI-DADE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
TEACHER PAY REFERENDUM

This referendum is to benefit 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools. 
The superintendent is asking 
homeowners to pay 75 cents for 

every $1,000 of their assessed 
property values to support a pay 
increase for teachers and pay for 
security personnel for schools. The 
measure includes having oversight 
by a Citizen Advisory Committee, 
and would start July 1, 2019 and 
ending June 30, 2023. Voters want 
the best teachers and may seem 
stingy if they do not give support to 
the measure. The majority of Black 
students attend public schools, so 
it would seem that supporting a 
slight increase in taxes would be 
the way to go to pay for these vital 
issues for our students. But we 
have been down this road before 
where people of color support a 

referendum in view of the 
promised benefits. Instead, 
Black supporters of the 
school system’s $1.2 billion 
general obligation bond 
have been fighting and 
begging for the programs 
and improvements that they 

want for their students. Yes, some 
schools received improvements 
but even educators tell the Miami 
Times editorial board that there 
is no rhyme or reasoning of how 
the proceeds of the bonds were 
distributed. The Miami Times fears 
the same issue. There isn’t a 
detailed plan as to who would get 
the raises, or when. There is no 
detailed plan as to which schools 
would get security personnel or 

improvements. Already the 
school system has 
armed officers at 
every school. Is the 
money to sustain 
those officers, 
some of whom are 
being paid by their 

municipalities? The Florida 
legislature also allocated money 
for school security. Exactly where 
is the shortfall for school security 
in Miami-Dade? The Florida legis-
lature needs to be accountable for 
raising teachers’ salaries and se-
curing our students. Finally, guber-
natorial candidate Andrew Gillum 
has pledged to give teachers a pay 
increase, if he wins. While he can’t 
do it alone, all Miami-Dade County 
voters can apply pressure to their 
state representatives to make 
sure they understand education 
is a bipartisan issue. If they don’t 
support securing our schools and 
our future, then we show them our 
displeasure at the ballot box. This 
measure can wait. Let’s see what 
happens in the next session in Tal-
lahassee. If they fail students and 
teachers again, we will vote them 
out in 2020. Vote no.

MIAMI REFERENDUM
STRONG MAYOR

The Miami Times supports 
the strong mayor initiative, 
it’s just too bad that the 
name for being a CEO of 
a city sounds so wrong. 
Francis Suarez wants to be 
Miami’s first strong mayor. 
The Miami Commission 

voted to ask you, the voter, if you 
want to be served by a strong 
mayor. You will see that question 
on your Miami ballot.
 A strong mayor is someone who 
can make decisions that you 
probably already believe a weak 
or executive mayor can. But most 
mayors are ceremonial. Over 
time, they learn how to turn dirt at 
building construction sites and cut 
ribbons at grand openings. They 

don’t do much more than that.
Just think how optimistic you were 
about change when you voted for 
your candidate for mayor. 
The truth is, the mayor has very 
little to do with how a city is run 
— unless you are what is called 
a strong mayor. Cities with weak 
mayors are run by the city man-
ager. And if there is one thing we 
know about city managers is that 
they get fired a lot or are forced to 
resign. The position is very polit-
ical, almost like walking a virtual 
tightrope every city commission 
meeting. One wrong move and you 
fall into the city manager abyss. 
It’s no laughing matter. Every time 
a manager walks out the door of 
a city, she takes with her all the 
hopes and dreams of the budget 

speech that was made in 
the prior summer months.
For small cities, a city 
manager may have a 
few departments that he 
oversees. City of Miami’s 
budget at $1.7 billion is 
larger than many sovereign 

nations. The download and the 
upload that have to happen each 
time the city gets a new manager, 
set all projects back. Only Janu-
ary, the city hired its most recent 
manager. But tomorrow, he could 
be gone.
With the challenges that Miami 
faces – abject poverty, the housing 
crisis and sea level rise as the big 
three – Miami needs continuity. 
Miami needs a mayor and a com-
mission with solid terms who will 
take ownership of Miami. After all, 
a city manager in and out the door 
every 15 months or so, gets very 
little done.
There is fear about giving one 
person too much power. A recently 
filed lawsuit challenges that the 
mayor would not have meetings in 
the Sunshine with the city commis-
sion. It’s true. Suarez’s meeting 
with the commissioners “are not 
subject to the Sunshine law or 
public notice right now, because 
the Miami Mayor has never voted 
on the Commission,” legal counsel 
advised the Miami Times. The suit 
is all to do about nothing.  
Besides, if the mayor abuses 
his power, the people can take 
the power back just as they gave 
it. Strong mayors are subject to 
recall. 
Miami-Dade residents have done it 
before. They recalled strong mayor, 
Carlos Alvarez. 
Finally, since this a constitutional 
change, Miami will have strong 
mayors going forward if this pass-
es. In future, it will be up to the 
residents of Miami to pick some-
one who can get the job done. 
Vote yes, for the strong mayor 
initiative.

Local and state amendments 
you will see on the ballot

Francis Suarez

VOTE
NOV. 6
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The cleanup and sanitation 
efforts of the opioid den un-
derneath the 836 bridge in 
Overtown kicked off Friday 
morning. The Miami Neigh-
borhood Enhancement Team 
along with its Homelessness 
Assistance Program, the Mi-
ami Police Department and 
the Homeless Trust, worked 
together to clean up the area, 
as well as identifying the peo-
ple living in the den and offer-
ing shelter and rehabilitation 
programs to them. 

The cleanup crew target-
ed the barricaded areas of 
Northwest First and Second 
avenues in between North-
west 13th and 14th streets. 
Earlier in October, city offi-
cials blocked off the area as 
part of an investigation into 
the reported drug usage and 
lascivious activities that were 
happening in the area. Offi-
cials say that open sex and 
drug use will not be tolerated. 

Milton Vickers, director of 
the Department of Human 
Services, stressed the im-
portance of returning safety 
to the community, as well as 
providing help to the popula-
tion living under the bridge. 

“Open drug use will not 
be allowed at any of these 
locations anymore,” Vickers 
said. “Open sex will not be al-
lowed. This is the city doing 
what it has to do to protect all 
the citizens of the city of Mi-
ami, but particularly the citi-
zens of Overtown.”

The main purpose of the 
cleanup is to return the health 
and safety of the area, ex-
plained Miami City Manager 
Emilio Gonzalez. “[The clean 
up] is for everybody con-

cerned. It is for the residents 
that feel compelled to live 
here, and for the residents that 
traverse the streets,” Gonza-
lez said. “What we need to do 
is pick up the things that are 
blocking the sidewalks and 
we need to make sure that the 
people living here get what-
ever services they need.”

The city posted notices 
throughout the make-shift 
commune informing those 
who inhabitate underneath 
the bridge of the scheduled 
cleanup. The notice urged for 
the removal of personal prop-
erty and proffered the num-
ber and location of the Miami 
Homelessness Assistance 
Program for those need-
ing shelter, treatment and a 
place to store uncontaminat-
ed property. According to the 
Homeless Trust, it’s estimat-
ed that about 60-70 people 
live under the bridge.

Members of the city’s 
homelessness program spoke 
with the people living un-
der the bridge and explained 
resources available to them 
regarding shelter and reha-
bilitation programs. During 
the cleanup, some of home-
less people accepted the help 
from officials, yet there were 
some who refused to be as-
sisted. 

“If you need shelter, or if 
you need medical assistance, 
we will offer that,” said Gon-
zalez. “But that doesn't mean 
you can stay [living under-
neath the bridge.]” 

Gonzalez and Vickers said 
the different homelessness 
outreach programs will con-
tinue to work with the people 
who refused the help to pre-
vent them from going back to 
the den. 

The cleanup was done block 

by block, with staff picking up 
trash and large items along 
the way. Hypodermic syring-
es, contaminated mattresses 
and bedding, couches, make-
shift nightstands and tents, 
as well as feces, rats, cans 
and discarded food trays, lit-
tered the blockaded area pri-
or to the clean up. A private 
hazmat company was hired 
to sanitize the area once the 

larger pieces of furniture and 
trash were picked up.

The city plans to open up 
the blockaded areas to pe-
destrian and vehicular traf-
fic once the sector has been 
cleaned and sanitized. 

Cleanup of Overtown opioid den underway
Different city agencies work to assist 
people living under the 836 bridge 

Miami Times Photos/ Felipe Rivas

Piles of trash grow during the clean up of the opioid den Friday. 

A hazmat professional helps a lady living under the 
bridge pack up her belongings.

A city homelessness outreach member  on Friday talks 
to men who live underneath the 836 bridge in Overtown. 

Miami homelessness 
outreach members help 
clean up the opioid den.
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Early voters in  
Miami-Dade camp  

overnight to be first in line
Voting in the Nov. 6 General 

Election has already reached 
nearly one million by people 
who have voted by mail. But 
some South Florida voters 
camped out overnight Sunday 
to be the first in line to cast 
their ballots. About a dozen 
people slept in tents outside 
of the Shenandoah Library to 
cast their ballot as soon as the 
doors opened. Several more 
early risers showed up to join 
them. The voters, donning 
blue “Gillum” T-shirts wanted 
to see, what they call, the “blue 
wave” at the polls. Musicians 
entertained the morning crew, 
while others brought pastries 
and coffee.

There are 28 early voting 
locations in Miami-Dade, 22 in 
Broward, and five in Monroe.

Miami strong mayor  
proposal gets court  

challenge
A new lawsuit challenges the 

strong mayor referendum on 
the city of Miami Nov. 6 ballot, 
claiming it violates Florida's 
sunshine law. Miami resident 
and activist Bruce Matheson 
filed the 10-page complaint 
in Miami-Dade County circuit 
court Oct. 19, alleging the 
strong mayor referendum is 
misleading and legally invalid. 
The ballot question, propelled 
by current Miami Mayor Fran-
cis Suarez, proposes chang-
ing the city charter to a strong 
mayor form of government, 
with a dozen changes.

According to Matheson's 
complaint, "... the ballot does 
not inform voters that, despite 
granting the mayor broad and 
unprecedented powers within 
this new structure of govern-
ment and transforming the 
mayor's role to serve as chair 

of the city commission, none 
of the mayor's communica-
tions and meetings with com-
missioners will be required 
to be open to the public, with 
minutes recorded and open 
to public inspection, even if 
made in connection with offi-
cial business." 

Rebuild Florida
Rebuild Florida is a program 

of the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity (DEO) 
created to help Florida recover 
from the devastating impacts 
of Hurricane Irma. The first 
phase of Rebuild Florida is 
the Housing Repair Program, 
which will assist families to 
rebuild their homes that were 
damaged or destroyed by Hur-
ricane Irma. Hurricane Irma 
made landfall in Florida on 
Sept. 10, 2017, causing de-
struction and damage to thou-
sands of homes in its path. re-
placing damaged homes.

If you believe you may be 
eligible for assistance, please 
visit RebuildFlorida.gov to reg-
ister or call Rebuild Florida at 
844-833-1010. You can also 
go to a Rebuild Florida center 
to receive help with registra-
tion. A temporary Rebuild Flor-
ida Location center is located 
at Hadley Park, 1350 NW 50th 
St. It will be there from Oct. 
22-26, open from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

Miami police to offer opioid 
addicts rehab instead of jail

Officials in Miami are hoping 
police officers will be able to 
steer opioid addicts into treat-
ment rather than jail. The plan 
will offer addicts an opportuni-
ty to go into rehabilitation. The 
Miami Herald reports Miami 
police will use $1.6 million in 
federal grants to develop a 
pre-arrest diversion program 
where people can enter rehab.

COMPILED BY MIAMI TIMES EDITORIAL DEPT.
NEWS BRIEFS

RAYCHEL LEAN 
Law.com

Miami-Dade Circuit Judge 
Rodney Smith, one of four 
Floridians nominated by Pres-
ident Donald Trump to be 
considered for federal court 
appointments, appeared be-
fore the U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee last Wednesday.

If successful, Smith will join 
the bench of the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida — or “the op-
portunity of a lifetime,” as 
he put it, during the Oct. 17 
hearing.

“I hope that I have inspired 
our children to stay humble 

and never doubt your faith, 
never abandon your dreams 
and never doubt your integri-
ty,” Smith said in his opening 
statement.

Smith, who’s previous-
ly labeled himself ”The skin-
ny kid from Liberty City,” 
brought along his 7-year-old 
son. “Vote for my daddy,” he 
told Sen. John Neely Kenne-
dy, who chaired the hearing.

Smith entered the legal 
arena 18 years ago as an in-

surance defense lawyer and 
later served as assistant city 
attorney in Miami Beach. He 
became a county court judge 
in 2008 and rose to the Mi-
ami-Dade Circuit bench in 
2012.

Smith also co-chairs the 
Florida Conference of Cir-
cuit Judges’ diversity com-
mittee and holds degrees 
from Florida A&M Univer-
sity and Michigan State Uni-
versity College of Law.

Joining the Miami jurist 
were three other Florid-
ian nominees. Hillsbor-
ough Circuit Judge Thom-
as P. Barber and Fifth DCA 

Judge Wendy Williams Berg-
er were up for spots on the 
Middle District of Florida, 
while Fifth DCA Judge T. 
Kent Wetherell III was ex-
amined for the Northern Dis-
trict of Florida.

Corey Landon Maze, Ala-
bama’s special deputy attor-
ney general, was nominated 
for the Northern District of 
Alabama, while Washington 
civil and criminal lawyer Al-
lison Jones Rushing was con-
sidered for the Fourth Circuit 
bench and fielded several 
questions about whether she 
had enough ”life experience” 
to serve. If confirmed, Rush-

ing, born in 1982, will be one 
of the youngest federal judg-
es in the country.

The committee grilled the 
group on a number of legal 
issues, including religious 
liberty, the First Amendment 
and ambiguous statutes.

Kennedy also asked nomi-
nees to clarify the law around 
discriminating “in the right 
way,” using ethnicity as a 
factor in university admis-
sions process, hinting at a 
case brought against Harvard 
which went to trial Oct. 15 
and accuses the universi-
ty of discriminating against 
Asian-American applicants.

‘The skinny kid from Liberty City’ 
faced Senate Judiciary Committee
Miami-Dade County Circuit Court Judge Rodney Smith testified Oct. 15

I hope that I have 
inspired our children to 
stay humble and never 
doubt your faith, never 
abandon your dreams 
and never doubt your 

integrity."

Rodney Smith

“ Christopher Norwood, J.D. of the The Norwood Consulting Group, Attorney Larry 
Handfield, Hans Ontinot the City Attorney of Sunny Isles Beach, Samuel Mustipher, 
Excutive Director of Baltimore County Public Schools, Judge Rodney Smith.
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 North of Miami Gardens 
and west of Hialeah is a city 
in Miami-Dade County with 
the mantra, "The Great City 
of Opa-locka." 

But with issues like finan-
cial deficit, broken roads 
and an overflowing sewage 
system, the name has be-
come nothing short of an 
oxymoron. 

But candidates for the 
Opa-locka Commission said, 
once elected, they will make 
the city great again.

"The million-dollar ques-
tion that everybody wants to 
know the answer to is, 'What 
it is going to take to move 
this city forward?'" said can-
didate Chris Davis during an 
Oct. 15 political forum at The 
New Generation Missionary 
Baptist Church in Opa-locka.

Elections for the city, on 
Nov. 6, will put in power 
three new commissioners 
and a mayor. The mayor 
serves as the head of the city 
government but only for cer-
emonial purposes. Three of 
the city leaders must vote in 
agreement for anything to 
become law in Opa-locka. 

A position on the dais 
means tackling a multimil-
lion-dollar debt burden, 
decades of unattended in-
frastructure damages and a 
lack of overall public service 
resources for residents.

Davis, a community or-
ganizer for the Opa-locka 
Community Development 
Corp., said it will take new 
leaders "with a commitment 
to keep the community's 
best interest at heart" to turn 
around the quality of life in 
Opa-locka. 

"There is something new 
cooking in Opa-locka," said 
Davis. "It is obvious as tax-
payers, we have been the 
main course, but this is the 
Last Supper."

Davis, who uses the mot-
to "Consider It Done" as his 
campaign slogan, said find-
ing creative ways to bring 
revenue into the city will fix 
the economic slump. How-
ever, Davis said before any 
investment can happen in 
Opa-locka, the infrastruc-
ture must be fixed. 

Recurring candidate Alvin 
Burke agrees. 

"Because we can't build 
anything else and put any-
thing more on our pump 
stations," said Burke during 
the forum.

Burke proposed hiring a 
grant writer who can obtain 
revenue to fix the existing 
issues.

Deborah Sheffield Irby, a 
former city clerk, said there 
is a simple solution for the 
city's financial woes. "You 
stop immediately with the 
mismanagement of funds," 
she said.

"We have spent millions 
of dollars to put pipes un-
der the ground - contractors 
putting Band-Aids on pump 
stations," the candidate con-
tinued. Sheffield Irby said 
going back and reviewing 
the botched work and suing 
the contractors could bring 
some money into the city.

Another commission 
hopeful, Audrey Dominguez 

said many businesses are 
avoiding Opa-locka because 
the owners are blocked and 
stalled by code enforcement 
and zoning restrictions. As 
a result, it stunts the city's 
economic growth.

"If we stop these com-

panies that are willing to 
invest in Opa-locka, then I 
think we need to look into 
the administration, get a 
third-party company to do 
the zoning and the coding 
in Opa-locka,” Dominguez 
said.

Zoning and coding re-

quirements have been a con-
troversial issue in Opa-locka.

In February, former 
Opa-locka Commissioner 
Luis Santiago pleaded guilty 
to bribery charges after fed-
eral authorities said he and 
three other defendants took 
part in a kickback scheme 
that allowed business to pay 
under the table to bypass 
zoning and coding restric-
tions. 

In April, former City Man-
ager Eddie Brown was fired 
after a strip club was able 
to obtain a business license 
without going obtaining the 
required approvals.

The candidates were also 
asked to address the issue of 
affordable housing and slum 
conditions in Opa-locka.

Most of the candidates 
agreed there is a lack of af-
fordable housing in the city.

Candidate and longtime 
city employee Christina 
Banks said no matter which 
candidate wins, they're go-
ing to have to work with the 
existing budget. The only 
way to improve the quali-
ty of life is through federal 
help and partnerships such 
as through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development.

Candidate Chris Suarez, a 

professional chef, said hous-
ing affordability is a county-
wide issue that only voters 
can change. 

"Minimum wage needs to 
go up. Everybody got to pay 
for gas. Everybody got to do 
all this and that," he said. 
"So, we need to vote right; 
vote the right people into 
office."

 Sherelean Bass, a Mi-
ami-Dade County Public 
Schools employee, said she 
recommends putting a cap 
on lease agreements that 
would stop slumlords.

"Meaning if your building 
or buildings are not up to 
code, you can no longer have 
new tenants come in," she 
said. 

The candidates also pre-
sented their positions 
during a forum on Oct. 16 at 
the Sherbondy Village Com-
munity Center in Opa-locka. 
On Tuesday, Oct. 23 candi-
dates for the mayoral race 
talked about their platforms 
at Sherbondy.  Early voting 
started Monday, Oct. 22.

Candidate Banks urged 
voters to exercise their con-
stitutional right but to do so 
wisely.

"Be particular about who 
you vote for. Make sure 
you do your homework 
this time," said Banks. "It is 
critical for us in the city of 
Opa-locka."

Candidates share their fixes for Opa-locka
Debates bring promises as election 
draws near in the troubled city 

Photos courtesy of Nathaniel Wilcox

Attendees bow their heads in prayer at The New Generation Missionary Baptist 
Church in Opa-locka.

Volunteers assist at the political forum.
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Former Florida police 
officers were sentenced to 
prison this week for con-
spiring to falsely arrest 
people to improve the de-
partment’s crime statis-
tics — at the instruction of 
their police chief.

On Oct. 18, Guillermo 
Ravelo, 37, who worked for 

the Police Department in 
Biscayne Park, a small vil-
lage in Miami-Dade Coun-
ty, was sentenced to 27 
months in prison for the 
conspiracy and for striking 
a handcuffed driver in the 
head during a traffic stop.

That sentencing came 
two days after former Of-
ficers Charlie Dayoub, 39, 
and Raul Fernandez were 
sentenced to 12 months in 
prison. Both pleaded guilty 
in August.

Prosecutors said the po-
lice chief, Raimundo Ate-
siano, 53, who has pleaded 
guilty in the case and awaits 
sentencing in November, 
was intent on clearing all 
outstanding cases, even if it 
meant wrongfully accusing 
men who hadn’t committed 
any crimes.

The chief has admitted 
that he had ordered the 
three officers to make false 
arrests.

According to court doc-
uments, in 2013 Chief Ate-
siano instructed Officers 
Dayoub and Fernandez to 
falsely arrest and charge 
a 16-year-old, identified in 
court documents as “T.D.,” 
for four unsolved burglar-
ies — even though the of-
ficers knew that there was 
no evidence against the 
teenager. The officers fabri-
cated four arrest affidavits 
that claimed an investiga-
tion revealed that T.D. had 
committed the burglaries, 
the documents said.

Chief Atesiano also told 
Officers Ravelo and Day-
oub to falsely arrest a man 
identified in court doc-
uments as “C.D.” in 2013 
for two burglaries, even 
though there was no evi-
dence that C.D. was guilty. 
The following year, Chief 
Atesiano told Officer Rav-
elo to arrest and charge a 
man referred to as “E.B.” 
with five vehicle burglar-
ies, despite having no legal 
reason for doing so.

A court document signed 
by Officer Fernandez’s law-
yer said Officer Fernandez 
“was haunted by what was 
happening within the Bis-
cayne Park Police Depart-
ment.”

According to the docu-
ment, Chief Atesiano “was 
so focused on having a 100 
percent clearance rate that 
he was enlisting his officers 
to make ‘bad’ arrests and to 
harass people of color who 
were seen anywhere within 
the city.”

Troubled by the uneth-
ical behavior, Officer Fer-
nandez sent a letter to the 
city manager about the bad 
arrests, then worked with 
state and federal investi-
gators, his lawyer said. He 
later told them that Chief 
Atesiano “via his under-
lings, would use a specific 
code meant to alert officers 

that a person of color was 
seen in the city and that 
they needed to be stopped 
and confronted.”

Records obtained by The 

Miami Herald in July also 
suggested that the officers 
were pressured to target 
Black people.

Since then, Biscayne Park 
said it had overhauled its 
police leadership and hired 
Luis Cabrera, a former Mi-
ami police officer, as chief.

“This all happened long 
ago,” the village’s manager, 
Krishan Manners, told The 
Herald in July. “And as far as 
the village is concerned, we 
have cleaned up the Police 
Department and continue 
to strive to make it better.”

Local officers receive prison time
Three policemen receive sentences 
to be locked away longer than a year

Guillermo Ravelo
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How do you feel about race relations in 
Miami-Dade County?

DAVID INGRAM, 63
Liberty City

Miami is biased and it’s 
been like that since I was 
born. Nothing has changed, 
especially with the politics.  I 
don’t know what’s worse – 
drugs or politics. 

DAVID JAMES, 28
Carol City

Race relations in Miami-Dade 
County has a major problem, 
especially since we are a 
living witness. Take a look at 
Florida Memorial University. It 
looks like they are separated 
from schools like Florida In-
ternational or Barry Universi-
ty. Also, the whole entire thing 
with not letting felons vote 
after they’ve done their time 
in prison. I think this question 
points to Amendment 4 that’s 
going to be on the ballot. 

JUANITA STEVENSON, 55
Overtown

If it’s coming from anyone 
else, it’s coming from the 
police officers instead of 
individuals. I got pulled over 
at 4 a.m. because I ran the 
light. The police officer was 
very nasty, especially being 
in a predominately Black 
neighborhood.

REGINALD ZACK, 59
Overtown

I feel like it’s been here and 
it’s not going anywhere. It’s 
still racism no matter where 
you go. If you are Black, you 
will be hated for being Black. 
You just have to live with it 
and make the best of it.

RORY WHITE, 58
Overtown

I feel like all you can be is 
Black and be the best Black 
person you can be when it 
comes to race. Race is not 
stopping us. Perhaps we are 
stopping ourselves.

KEVIN BENETT, 28
Miami Gardens

I feel like it’s segregated, 
especially schools because 
our curriculum is behind. In 
other cities and states, their 
curriculum is way different 
from Miami’s. Race starts 
with schools. Though we’re 
waking up, there’s still no 
unity.



MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM | OCTOBER 24-30, 2018
9The Miami Times

K. BARRETT BILALI
kbbilali@miamitimesonline.com

With both flair and fanfare, 
Mayor Oliver Gilbert III de-
livered the 15th Annual State 
of the City address to a crowd 
of dignitaries, city officials, 
residents and curious onlook-
ers last week.

Gilbert made the case that 
Miami Gardens is united in 
moving forward with com-
munity and economic devel-
opment projects which will 
make the city both prosper-
ous, safe and a great place to 
live.

“We are Miami Gardens … 
with one voice and a common 
path.  And the state of the 
city is stronger… and getting 
stronger,” said Gilbert. 

The event took place in the 
pavilion outside of Miami 
Garden’s modern city hall 
building causing traffic along 
27th Avenue to slow down as 
commuters rubbernecked to 
see the grand affair.

The crowd of several hun-
dred people were welcomed 
with a band playing soulful 
oldies while servers provid-
ed tasty hors d’oeuvres of 
shrimp, crab and chicken with 
minty lemonade for drinks.

Gilbert took to the stage to 
deliver his address and first 
recognized his commission-
ers, honored guests, visiting 
mayors and took a moment 
to introduce the Miami Gar-
dens Youth football team who 
were on the side of the arena 
behind the police officers.

“They are a really good 
football team,” said Gilbert.  
“And they are really good 
kids.”

Gilbert’s speech laid out a 
direction for the city under 
his leadership.

“Many believe having vi-

sion is seeing what’s in front 
of them,” said Gilbert.  “But I 
understand that having vision 
is the ability to see what isn’t 
there. And build.  The ability 
to imagine what could never 
be. And create.”

Gilbert touted the city’s 
ability to attract business and 
economic development into 
the 15-year-old municipality.

There are plans to develop 
38 acres of land for a massive 
entertainment venue with in-
novative restaurant themes 
and a hotel with public space 
for the local community.

“The progress is steadfast 
and the foundation is solid,” 
said Gilbert.  “And we are just 
getting started.” 

Gilbert also wants to bright-
en the city.

“The city is unusually dark 
at night,” said Gilbert. “Mak-
ing the city brighter is a pub-
lic safety issue. Making the 
city brighter is an economic 
development issue.”

Next month, city residents 
will be able to vote on a 
proposition to provide better 
lighting at night throughout 

the municipality.
“The ballots will be tal-

lied on Dec. 11,” announced 
Gilbert. “Voters will have a 
choice between living in the 
dark or saying collectively ‘let 
there be light.’”

Gilbert directed attention 
to the large number of uni-
formed police officers sitting 
in the audience. 

“Public safety is everything. 
This is our model of commu-
nity policing. By living in the 
community while fostering 

meaningful engagement with 
the community,” said Gilbert.

He spoke of a new approach 
to low-level crimes such as 
the possession of marijuana, 
which can lead to the ruin-
ation of young people’s future 
aspirations.

Gilbert said that not every 
petty transgression should 
lead to a conviction or jail 
term and believes in second 
chances.

“If we can keep you out of 
the criminal justice system, 

we will,” Gilbert said.
At one point, the electricity 

to the lighted seal of the City 
of Miami Gardens went out, 
but the microphone was still 
functional.  Then the micro-
phone went out.  But Gilbert 
flowed on.

Bunche Park is closed for 
renovations, but the pool is 
now open, Gilbert announced 
and features a program pro-
viding swimming lessons for 
120 children from Kinder-
garten to fifth grade and 50 

students from sixth the 12th 
grade.

Another major initiative 
presented by the mayor was 
the establishment of the Of-
fice of Civic Engagement.  
The new department would 
be responsible to encourage 
residents to get involved in 
the community and to vote in 
political campaigns.  

On the city’s website is a job 
posting for a director of Civ-
ic Engagement with a salary 
range of $90,000 to $125,000.

Miami Gardens shows its strength
Mayor Oliver Gilbert says city needs to come into light during annual state of the city address

“Many believe 
having vision is see-
ing what’s in front of 
them. But I under-
stand that having 

vision is the ability to 
see what isn’t there. 

And build.  The ability 
to imagine what could 
never be. And create.”

Olive Gilbert

“

Miami Times photo/K. Barrett Bilali

Mayor Oliver Gilbert III greets city officials after delivering an inspirational 15th annual State of the City Address 
for Miami Gardens.
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DEBATE
CONTINUED FROM 1A

attention he can to the color 
of my skin.  And the truth is 
– you know what – I’m Black.  
I’ve been Black all my life.  So 
far as I know, I will die Black.”

The audience laughed at 
Gillum’s comment.

The candidates made emo-
tionally charged closing state-
ments.  Gillum recounted his 
journey to that present mo-
ment and asked for the only 
thing he was ever taught to 
ask for: a chance.

Wednesday’s debate is be-
ing sponsored by Leadership 
Florida and the Florida Press 
Association at the Bailey Hall 
at Broward College.  Mod-
erating the debate is news 
anchor Todd McDermott of 
WPBF-25.  Panelists will in-
clude Isadora Rangel, public 
affairs and engagement editor 
at Florida Today, and polit-

ical writer Anthony Man of 
the Sun-Sentinel.

Subsequent debates include 
one by Univision 23 Miami 
and a town hall-style debate 
on CNN, to be held in Tampa.

On Monday, DeSantis said 
in a tweet that he had accept-
ed invitations to the Leader-
ship Florida debate and the 
CNN town hall – but not the 
Univision debate.

—AP/Photos/Chris O'Meara

Florida Democratic gubernatorial candidate Andrew Gillum speaks during a CNN 
debate against Republican gubernatorial candidate Ron DeSantis, Sunday, Oct. 21, 
2018, in Tampa, Fla.

Republican gubernatorial candidate Ron DeSantis 
speaks during a CNN debate against Florida Democratic 
gubernatorial candidate Andrew Gillum, Sunday, Oct. 21, 
2018, in Tampa, Fla.
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Developers and Browns-
ville residents are at an ideo-
logical stalemate concerning 
the details of the Lincoln Gar-
dens part of Liberty Square 
Rising.  

County officials, develop-
ers and Brownsville residents 
gathered at Marva Banner-
man Park Tuesday night to 
talk about recommendations 
for the Lincoln Gardens con-
struction project, which is a 
part of the $307 million re-
development project of two 
housing projects. 

Related Urban Develop-
ment Group (and Miami-Dade 
County’s Public Housing and 
Community Development 
(PHCD) department repre-
sentatives addressed the rec-
ommendations presented by 
the Brownsville Civic Neigh-
borhood Association in previ-
ous meetings. Not all recom-
mendations were approved.  

The residents were con-
cerned with the lack of an es-
tablished security guard con-
tracted to patrol the building 
once it is built, the financial 
credit standard required for 
local families to compete with 
other buyers looking to move 
in to the development, and 
called for legal representation 
to help the community under-
stand the language and stip-
ulations of the recommenda-
tions made by the developer 
and PHCD. 

Tension rose as sever-
al Brownsville community 
members took to the mic to 
express their concerns with 
the way the project is being 
handled. 

Community activist Mae 

Christian said she believes 
the residents do not fully un-
derstand the plans the devel-
opers have for Lincoln Gar-
dens. “Where is our lawyers?” 
she asked as other residents 
in attendance cheered her 
on. Christian also criticized 
the developer’s alleged exclu-
sion of citizen input when it 
comes to changes made to the 
community benefit package. 
“Where is the citizen input? 
When are we going to be at 
the table?”

Furthermore, the need to 
sever Lincoln Gardens from 
the Liberty Square Rising 
project fueled residents’ im-
passioned speeches about 
having a project dedicated 
solely to the Brownsville 
community. 

“We need it,” said Kenneth 
Kilpatrick, Brownsville Civic 
Neighborhood Association 
president, who has long advo-
cated for Lincoln Gardens to 
be treated as its own develop-
ment project, instead of as an 
add-on to the Liberty Square 
Rising redevelopment proj-
ect. “We live in Brownsville. 
We deserve our own project. 
We deserve a focused, de-
tailed, custom, Brownsville 
project,” Kilpatrick said.  

The goal of the meeting 
was to finish working out the 
details of the development 
and answer questions from 
the Brownsville residents, 
explained Robert Holland, 
attorney for Urban Related, 
who emceed the meeting. 

“We included those things 
that we could include and 
tried to explain those things 
that could not be included 
and why,” Holland said.

Among the recommenda-
tions approved by developers 

and PHCD include a mini-
mum of $2 million set aside for 
a state-of-the art community 

center at Bannerman Park, 
the provision of different paid 
internships for young people 

who live in certain census 
tracts, job training, certifica-
tion and placement programs, 

as well as a requirement that 
all 82 proposed public hous-
ing units be filled by current 
Annie Coleman No. 14 resi-
dents. 

The recommendations that 
were not approved included 
plans for an indoor basketball 
court, as well as meeting a 
40-percent goal of local em-
ployment hiring during the 
life of the constructions proj-
ect. Related Urban and PHCD 
concluded that a 20-percent 
goal of local hires for the con-
struction is more realistic, 
but invited Kilpatrick’s group 
to conduct public outreach 
meetings for local employ-
ment hiring. 

“Like any developments 
where there are public dollars 
included, people want to see 
what they can get out of it,” 
Holland said. “This is a pro-
cess of letting people talk and 
dialogue and explain them-
selves, and you try to fill in 
the gaps of what it is that they 
want.” 

Liberty Square Rising facing desired split
Developer and residents differ on 
the scope of the current project

Miami Times photo/Felipe Rivas 

Brownsville Civic Neighborhood Association President Kenneth Kilpatrick expresses 
frustrations of the Lincoln Gardens development to Robert Holland, attorney for Relat-
ed Urban.  
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TRAILBLAZERS AND ACTIVISTS FROM THE POLITICAL WORLD 
JOIN ENTERTAINMENT AND BUSINESS ELITE

StaceySTEWART ValieshaJONES

Ebony magazine celebrates 
those whose work and heroism 
continue to inspire and influence 
society. For more than 30 years, 
the Power 100 List has been curat-
ed by the Ebony editors and staff.

The past year has been an epic 
period of accomplishment and 
triumph for the Black commu-
nity. “Black Panther” became a 
cultural phenomenon that swept 
the globe, becoming the big-
gest-grossing movie directed by 
a Black filmmaker; social activist 
Burke continued to represent 
#MeToo movement as a global 
icon for victims of sexual harass-
ment; while others throughout 
the country made history, among 
them London Breed, the first 
Black female LGBT mayor.

Honorees are recognized in the 

following eight categories: Com-
munity Crusaders, Disruptors, 
Entertainment & Arts, Entrepre-
neurs, Innovators, MVPs, Power 
Players and the coveted Women 
Up.  

Tarana Rosalind Brewer will 
be recognized in the Women Up 
category as the first Black wom-
an to hold the position as group 
president and COO at Starbucks. 
Stacey D. Stewart, president, 
March of Dimes, will be recog-
nized in the Disruptors category 
as the first Black female president 
to lead the charitable organiza-
tion. Junior Flip Kids, recognized 
in the Entrepreneurs category, is a 
company made up of six school-
children-aged 7 to 13 years old, 
who met with Oprah Winfrey 

SEE EBONY 14B

Trailblazers from the political world and today’s crusading activists including 
lawmakers Stacey Abrams, Andrew Gillum, Keisha Lance Bottoms and Lon-
don Breed; and #MeToo founder Tarana Burke are among those noted on the 
annual Ebony Power 100 List. Hollywood and the music industry are repre-

sented with iconic entertainment honorees including Drake, Cardi B, Travis Scott, Zoë 
Kravitz and “Black Panther.”

HONORING THE HEREOS OF THE BLACK COMMUNITY

Miami Times Staff Report

Stacey Abrams

Andrew Gillum

Maxine Waters

Keisha Lance Bottoms

Tarana Burke

London Breed

Ebony’s annual power list

“Over the past year we have 
witnessed pioneers from 
Hollywood, professional 
athletes from numerous 
sports, politicians and 

lawmakers throughout the 
country, business leaders 
from close-knit neighbor-
hoods and heroic commu-

nity activists all emerge as 
trailblazers and firebrands.”

Ebony Media Operations CEO 
Michael Gibson

What do you get when re-
development happens in the 
Black community and the 
people who live there aren’t 
fully aware of their rights or 
the process? “A Ball of Confu-
sion,” said The Temptations. 

Families are transferring out 
and being temporarily relo-
cated to rehabbed units, but 
to where will they return? 
Seems like the end result will 
be out with the old buildings 
and in with the new families. 

And as construc-
tion continues at 
one of our nation’s 
first public housing 
developments built 
for Blacks, the resi-
dents who live there 
now are faced with a 
lot uncertainty and 
unanswered ques-
tions. “What’s going on?” 
seems to be one of the most-
asked questions to the “offi-
cials” from the residents and 
concerned citizens. Recent-
ly, Related Urban and Miami 
held two meetings at Liberty 
Square concerning proposed 
zoning changes. In my book, 
zoning requests should have 
all been presented in the ini-
tial master plan and long be-
fore the “project” got its final 
approval. So it makes you 
wonder who is really asking 
for such changes – certainly 
not the people or the res-

idents who live in 
Liberty Square or in 
surrounding Liberty 
City. Based on their 
responses in the last 
two zoning meet-
ings, the residents’ 
concerns have been 
about of the fear of 
displacement; unit 

accessibility for seniors; 
temporary housing choice 
vouchers; and a community 
benefits agreement package.

 
THE RISING OF 
LIBERTY CITY

Many residents who live 
there now and have done 
so for generations don’t feel 
like they will have an af-
fordable place to call home 
again – at least not in Liberty 
Square. And, because of that, 
the residents of the commu-
nity don’t display trust in 
Related Urban, the devel-

oper, Miami-Dade County 
officials and the city. There 
are a lot of mixed emotions. 
“We’re here fighting for a 
place to live! We’re fighting 
for our lives and the loss 
of our neighborhood and 
it seems like ya’ll keep tak-
ing everything from us like 
we’re third-class citizens,” 
shouted one Liberty Square 
resident, at one of the zon-
ing meetings. At the first 
zoning meeting, Anna Wil-
liams, a former resident and 
active member of Liberty 
Square Family and Friends, 
questioned Related Urban 
about the process and pro-
cedures for which the Sec-
tion 8 vouchers are being 
made available to residents 
of Liberty Square. “Mr. Milo, 
what’s the process? Who’s 
doing the tracking? Where 
are they going? Is a do-over 
possible?” said Williams. 

And as the meeting contin-
ued, more of the same ques-
tions were asked about the 
vouchers and the status of 
the redevelopment. 

So that residents of Lib-
erty Square are fully in-
formed about the temporary 
housing choice vouchers 
and their options, the Mi-
ami-Dade Branch NAACP; 
Miami Workers Center; Le-
gal Services of Greater Mi-
ami; Liberty Square Family 
and Friends; Related Urban; 
Miami-Dade County Public 
Housing and Community 
Development; and represen-
tatives from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development will hold a 
public meeting starting at 9 
a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 10, at 
the Liberty Square Commu-
nity Center, located at 6304 
NW 14th Ave.      

 SEE FIGHT 15B

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
MATTERS

Residents of Liberty 
Square fight for homes

DANIELLA PIERRE, affordablehousingmatters@gmail.com

Pierre

Construction continues; residents speak out
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AMANDA DIXON
The Network Journal

Having to make tough de-
cisions is one of the worst 
things about adulting.

You have to decide where 
to work, who to marry and 
where to bank.

Picking a bank isn’t as 
stressful as picking a mate, 
but it’s not easy. Parking your 

cash in the wrong place can 
cost you.

Here are seven tips millen-
nials should consider before 
choosing a bank.

FOCUS ON THE NUMBERS
Don’t like wasting money? 

Find a bank that doesn’t levy 
unnecessary charges.

“Why would you pay $100 a 
year for checking, savings and 

basic banking if you can pay 
$30 or $5 or nothing?” says 
Douglas Boneparth, a CFP 
professional and president 
of Bone Fide Wealth, a New 
York City-based financial ad-
viser firm.

Since online banks have 
few branches, they have few-
er operating costs. That’s why 
they usually don’t charge as 
many fees as brick-and-mor-
tar banks.

Online banks tend to have 
better rates for savers, too. 
Compare today’s best money 

market account rates.

PAY ATTENTION TO 
OVERDRAFT FEES

Millennials should consid-
er the cost of overdrawing a 
checking account. Bankrate 
data reveals that the average 
overdraft fee is around $33.38.

Many banks offer overdraft 
protection programs. When 
there aren’t enough funds in 
an account to cover a pur-
chase, a bank can pay for it.

But overdraft protection 
can be expensive. The CFPB 

found that those who opt in 
pay about seven times more 
in fees than those who don’t.

When you’re shopping for 
a new bank, find one that has 
more lenient overdraft poli-
cies.

And when you find your 
perfect account, do this:

Link your checking account 
to another account at your fi-
nancial institution so that if 
you run out of money in your 
checking account, the bank 
will pull money from the oth-
er account to cover the trans-

action. You may be charged a 
fee for this, but it’s typically 
less than an overdraft fee.

Sign up for low-balance 
alerts through your bank or 
credit union’s website. These 
alerts, which you may be able 
to receive on your smart-
phone, will alert you when 
you are at risk of overdrawing 
your account.

THINK ABOUT 
ACCESSIBILITY

When it comes to banking, 
SEE TIPS 14B

Tips for millennials choosing a new bank
There are many things for young 
people to consider about money
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TIM HENDERSON 
Stateline

Politicians and ad-
vocates have long 
touted homeowner-
ship as the best way 
to build wealth, say-
ing that over the long 
term, home values go 
in only one direction: 
up.

But since the dawn 
of the 21st centu-
ry, that promise has 
been an empty one 
for many Black peo-
ple.

In nearly a fifth of 
the ZIP codes where 
most homeowners 
are Black, home val-
ues have decreased 
since 2000, com-
pared with only 2 
percent of ZIP codes 
where Black home-
owners are not the 
majority, according 
to a Stateline anal-
ysis of federal data 
on home prices, race 
and income.

Among the largest 
losers: some Detroit 
neighborhoods along 
Eight Mile Road and 
parts of Trotwood, 
Ohio, near Dayton, 
where home prices 

have dropped by a 
third or more since 
2000. Home prices 
in majority-Black 
parts of Clayton and 
DeKalb counties out-
side Atlanta also have 
declined since 2000, 
as have the values in 
some majority-Black 
suburbs south of 
Chicago, such as Riv-
erdale and Olympia 
Fields. All were hit 
hard when the Great 
Recession arrived in 
2007.

Falling home pric-
es affect both poor 
and affluent Black 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s , 
but it’s particularly 
vexing for policy-
makers who have 
long recommended 
homeownership as a 
method of building 
wealth for low-in-
come Black families, 
said Sandra New-
man, a professor 
of public policy at 
Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and author of 
a 2015 study of race 
and changes in net 
worth before and af-
ter the Great Reces-
sion.

“There really is 

a cautionary note 
here,” she said.

“Becoming a home-
owner, or at least a 
first-time homebuy-
er, may not be the 
right approach for all 
households,” New-
man said. “On Black 
first-time buyers vs. 
renting: we’re pretty 
decisive, they would 
have done better had 
they stayed renters.”

At the same time, 
however, gentrifica-

tion in some cities 
led to huge gains for 
some Black home-
owners when up-
per-income buyers 
became interested in 
their neighborhoods. 
Home prices have 
more than doubled 
in some well-known 
Black neighborhoods 
in coastal cities, in-
cluding every major-
ity-Black ZIP code in 
the Los Angeles area, 
from tony Baldwin 

Hills to gritty Comp-
ton, and, on the East 
Coast, in Brooklyn’s 
Crown Heights and 
parts of Miami’s Lib-
erty City.

Mike Buttler, a real 
estate investor who 
grew up in Inglewood 
near Los Angeles, in 
a majority-Black ZIP 
code where prices 
have more than dou-
bled since 2000, said 
his grandparents’ 
house was worth 

$800,000 at the peak 
of the housing bubble 
just before the reces-
sion. It is worth about 
$400,000 now, but 
that is still twice what 
it was worth in 2000.

The neighborhood 
is more desirable 
than it was in the 
1990s, he said, be-
cause Black investors 
brought jobs and en-
tertainment options.

“When I was grow-
ing up, even though 
it was a middle-class 
area, there was only 
one movie theater 
and it was showing 
movies that were 15 
years old. We had to 
get on a bus and go 
to another town to 
see anything else,” 
Buttler said. “Now 
people are looking 
at these communi-
ties and saying, ‘OK, 
they have the ameni-
ties. The drugs and 
the gangs are gone. I 
could live here.’”

In Brooklyn, there 
are four majori-
ty-Black ZIP codes 
where home val-
ues have more than 
tripled since 2000. 
That has meant a 
windfall for Black 
homeowners who 
decide to sell but a 
diminished sense of 
community for those 
who stay, said Leo 
Goldberg, research 
manager for the 
Center for New York 
City Neighborhoods, 
a nonprofit created 
to study foreclo-
sures.

“It means more eq-
uity [for Black home-
owners] but more 

harassment from 
speculators,” Gold-
berg said. “If you 
stay behind, your 
community is chang-
ing around you. Your 
friends and your kids 
are probably not go-
ing to be able to buy 
and live near you.”

Overall, however, 
since 2000, Black 
homeowners are far 
more likely to have 
experienced declin-
ing home values than 
other homeowners.

One reason for 
the disparity is that 
many Black home-
owners lost out on 
the housing boom 
of the mid-2000s. 
Between 2005 and 
2007, as skyrocketing 
home values pumped 
up the wealth of 
many white home-
owners, many Black 
homeowners lost 
ground, according 
to the Johns Hopkins 
study. On average, 
first-time homebuy-
ers with low-to-mod-
erate incomes gained 
50 percent in net 
worth between 2005 
and 2007 if they 
were white, but lost 
almost 50 percent if 
they were Black.

Todd McInturf/Detroit News via The Associated Press 

Homeowner Walter Hicks at his Detroit house, in a neighborhood where home 
prices are lower than they were in 2000, like almost 1 in 5 majority-black neigh-
borhoods around the country.

Liberty City bucks trend 
due to gentrification

Owning real estate has not panned out 

EBONY
CONTINUED FROM 12B 

before starting their busi-
ness to transform distressed 
properties into renovat-
ed single-family homes in 
Washington D.C, and Mary-
land. Cheryl Action Jack-
son will be recognized in 
the Community Crusaders 
category for Minnies Pan-
try, an organization that 
has provided more than 6 
million meals to families 
in need. 

“Over the past year we 
have witnessed pioneers 
from Hollywood, profes-
sional athletes from nu-
merous sports, politicians 
and lawmakers through-
out the country, business 
leaders from close-knit 

neighborhoods and hero-
ic community activists all 
emerge as trailblazers and 
firebrands, each of whom 
has made a significant im-
pact on a national or inter-
national scale,” says Ebony 
Media Operations CEO 
Michael Gibson.

Former President and 
First Lady Barack and Mi-
chelle Obama lead the En-
tertainment & Arts catego-
ry, with a focus on the First 
Lady’s book tour for her 
new memoir, “Becoming.” 
Barry Jenkins, director of 
the Academy Award-win-
ning “Moonlight” and the 
upcoming film “If Beale 
Street Could Talk,” is also 
being honored in the En-
tertainment & Arts cate-
gory for his achievements 
in the film industry. Tony 
Award-winning actor Billy 

Porter is another Enter-
tainment & Arts honoree 
for his role in the televi-
sion series “Pose.” Other 
notables being honored in 
the Entertainment & Arts 
category include the cast 
of “Black Panther,” and 
rappers Cardi B, Drake and 
Travis Scott. Athletes be-
ing honored in the MVPs 
category include Hous-
ton Rockets guard James 
Harden, Golden State 
Warriors guard Steph Cur-
ry and professional WWE 
wrestler Thaddeus Bullard 
aka WWE Superstar Titus 
ONeil.

The list also includes 
politicians and lawmak-
ers who made the news 
over the past year. These 
include Abrams, the first 
Black Georgia Democrat-
ic gubernatorial nominee 

(honored in The Disrup-
tors category); Gillum, 
mayor of Tallahassee and 
the first Black candidate 
for governor of Florida 
(honored in Disruptors 
category); Bottoms, the 
second Black female may-
or of Atlanta (honored in 
the Women Up category); 
and Breed, the first Black 
female LGBT mayor of San 
Francisco (also honored in 
the Women Up category).

Honorees are recog-
nized each year at the 
Ebony Power 100 Gala, 
presented by Nationwide. 
The event will take place 
this year Nov. 30 in Los 
Angeles at the Beverly 
Hilton. The complete Ebo-
ny Power 100 List for this 
year can be viewed here  
https://www.ebony.com/
power100-2018

CITY OF MIAMI, 
FLORIDA
NOTICE TO THE 
PUBLIC
A public hearing 
will be held by the 
City Commission 

CITY OF MIAMI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Miami City Clerk’s office 
located at City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, FL  33133 for 
the following:

IFB NO. 873383  PURCHASE OF BADGES, WALLETS,  
   AND INSIGNIAS      

CLOSING DATE/TIME:  1:00 PM, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2018

(Deadline to Request additional information/clarification: Monday, 
October 29, 2018 at 4:00 PM)

Detailed specifications for this bid is available at the Procurement 
website at www.miamigov.com/procurement or you may contact 
Procurement Contracting Officer Teresa Soto tsoto@miamigov.com 

THIS BID SOLICITATION IS SUBJECT TO THE “CONE OF SILENCE” 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY OF MIAMI CODE SECTION 18-74 
ORDINANCE NO.12271. 

   Emilio T. González, Ph. D.               
AD NO. 31905                   City Manager                           

TIPS
CONITNUED FROM 13B

another key factor for mil-
lennials is accessibility. 
Young adults, it turns out, 
don’t just want to bank on-
line.

J.D. Power’s 2017 Retail 
Banking Satisfaction Study 
revealed that among millen-
nials, the happiest bank cus-
tomers had access to both 
digital and in-branch ser-
vices. The company found 
similar results in its 2018 
study.

Younger millennials, in 
particular, may feel the need 
to visit banks because they’re 
seeking to learn more about 
the basics of banking.

Even among the older 
set in Generation Y, branch 
banking remains important.

The takeaway? Even if you 
plan to do almost everything 
online, you might want a 
bank with some physical 
branches.

DON’T RULE OUT 
CREDIT UNIONS

Millennials are familiar 

with the biggest banks. But 
you’ll want to shop around 
and consider credit unions, 
too.

Finding out what local 
credit unions offer may take 

time. However, doing some 
research could pay off.

“Credit unions are an ideal 
financial solution for millen-
nials,” says Brad Calhoun, 
chief retail and marketing 

officer for First Tech Fed-
eral Credit Union. “Credit 
unions return value to mem-
bers through lower fees and 
loan rates since we don’t an-
swer to investors.”

Issa Rae Rosalind BrewerCheryl Jackson Anthony Anderson Alvina StewartWillow Smith

Photo via The Network Journal 

Millennials have many things to consider when choosing a bank.
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FIGHT
CONTINUED FROM 12B

FIGHTING TO SAVE 
LIBERTY SQUARE

At the first zoning meeting, com-
munity advocate Trenise Bryant 
led a chant: “The people united will 
never be defeated.” And while there 
haven’t been any fist fights, the re-
marks that are said over the micro-
phone and sidebar conversations 
happening concurrently, sting just 
like it. To all the residents of Liber-
ty Square, I encourage you to join 
together, stand together and fight 
on.  Although, the “deals” are done, 
we all have the power to hold those 
who were at the table accountable 
for their actions, silence and com-
pliance. 

Have you temporarily relocated from 
Liberty Square? Are you a resident of 
Liberty Square who accepted Section 
8? Let’s hear about it. Share your story 
today! Contact Daniella Pierre, afford-
ablehousingmatters@gmail.com.

                 

Invitation to Bid:

BID PACKAGE 6A – ARCHITECTECTURAL CABINETS, SOLID 
SURFACE COUNTERTOPS, WOOD PANELING, AND PLASTIC 
LAMINATED FACED WOOD PANELING
BID PACKAGE 9C – RESILIENT SHEET FLOORING, RESILIENT 
BASE AND ACCESSORIES, AND TILE CARPETING

BID PACKAGE 9E – RESINOUS FLOORING AND RESINOUS 
MATRIX TERRAZZO FLOORING

BID PACKAGE 9D – CERAMIC TILING 

BID PACKAGE 11A – LOADING DOCK BUMPERS AND 
STATIONARY LOADING DOCK EQUIPMENT

Yates & Sons Construction Company and Jackson Health 
Systems cordially invite subcontractors to complete and submit 
their bids by Wednesday December 4, 2018 no later than 2pm for 
the following project:

Jackson Health System
JHS West Medical Campus

The Invitation to Bid includes the following packages:
 • Jackson West / 100% Construction Documents Shell and   
    Interior Build Out, Prepared by Perkins and Will Architects,  
    Inc. – September 24, 2018
	 •	Jackson	West	Project	Specifications,	Prepared	by	Perkins		
    and Will Architects, Inc.– September 24, 2018
 • Small Business Enterprise (SBE) & Responsible Wages – 
   Attached Form A-6, A-14 & A-16

Bid	 requirements	 and	 bid	 forms,	 specifications,	 drawings	 and	 other	
construction documents will be available through W. G. Yates 
Construction.  Respond to Michael Posey at mposey@wgyates.com 
to get access to bid documents.

All bids must delivered in a sealed envelope to W. G. Yates onsite 
construction trailer located at 7800 North West 29th Street, Doral, 
Florida 33122.  Complete address is listed below:

W.G. Yates Onsite Construction Trailer - 
Jackson West Memorial Hospital 

Attn:  Mike Posey
7800 NW 29th Street
Doral, Florida 33122

Yates	is	committed	to	supporting	the	economic	development	of	certified	
Miami-Dade county small business enterprise-construction (SBE-C) 
firms.	 	Miami-Dade	County	certified	SBE-C	entities	are	encouraged	
to submit a bid package for this and future projects.  W.G. Yates & 
Sons Construction Company and associated partners are an equal 
opportunity employer minorities/females/veterans/individuals with 
disabilities/sexual orientation/gender identity.

All questions can be directed to Mike Posey at mposey@wgyates.
com. 

                 

Invitation to Bid

(A)   Landscaping and Irrigation Package
(B)  Tract C Stacked Cement Bag Rip Rap, Concrete Sidewalks, 
Site Concrete Walls, Gravel Pathways, Traffic Barrier Guardrails. 
And Site Handrails Package.
(C) Permeable Interlocking Concrete Paver Package

Yates & Sons Construction Company and Jackson Health Systems 
cordially invite subcontractors to complete and submit their bids by 
Friday November 16, 2018 no later than 2pm for the following project:

Jackson Health System
JHS West Medical Campus

The Invitation to Bid includes the following packages:
 • Jackson West / Phased Construction Site Package   
          Drawings, Prepared by Perkins and Will Architects, Inc. – 
    September 14, 2018
	 •	Jackson	West	Project	Specifications,	Prepared	by	Perkins	
   and Will Architects, Inc.– September 14,, 2018
 • Small Business Enterprise (SBE) & Responsible Wages – 
   Attached Form A-6, A-14 & A-16

Bid	 requirements	 and	 bid	 forms,	 specifications,	 drawings	 and	 other	
construction documents will be available through W. G. Yates 
Construction.  Respond to Michael Posey at mposey@wgyates.com 
to get access to bid documents.
All bids must delivered in a sealed envelope to W. G. Yates onsite 
construction trailer located at 7800 North West 29th Street, Doral, 
Florida 33122.  Complete address is listed below:

W.G. Yates Onsite Construction Trailer - 
Jackson West Memorial Hospital 

Attn:  Mike Posey
7800 NW 29th Street
Doral, Florida 33122

Yates	is	committed	to	supporting	the	economic	development	of	certified	
Miami-Dade county small business enterprise-construction (SBE-C) 
firms.	 	Miami-Dade	County	certified	SBE-C	entities	are	encouraged	
to submit a bid package for this and future projects.  W.G. Yates & 
Sons Construction Company and associated partners are an equal 
opportunity employer minorities/females/veterans/individuals with 
disabilities/sexual orientation/gender identity.

All questions can be directed to Mike Posey at mposey@wgyates.
com.                          

1040 NW 3 Avenue
One Bedroom - $1,050

786-506-3067

1126 NW 58 Terrace
Two Bedrooms - $950

786-506-3067
1435 NW 60 Street

One bedroom, new custom 
made kitchen cabinets, new 
bathroom cabinets, air, blinds, 
free water and gas. Exter-
minator. All Section 8 and 
Vouchers Welcome. 

305-758-3979
1948 NW 2 Court

One Bedroom, $950
786-506-3067

223 NW 12 Street
Single Occupancy Studio

 $850 A Month 
786-506-3067

7020 N. Miami Avenue
One Bedroom - $950

786-506-3067

731 NW 56 Street
One Bedroom - $850 mthly. 

786-506-3067
8475 NE 2 Avenue

One and two bdrms, Section 8 
Welcome, 305-754-7776.

ARENA GARDEN

FREE WATER
Remodeled two, three 

bedrooms, air, appliances, 
laundry, gate. From $800. 

305-374-4412
CAPITAL RENTAL 

AGENCY
LICENSED REAL ESTATE 

BROKER
305-642-7080

Overtown, Liberty City, 
Brownsville, Allapatah. 
Apartments, Duplexes, 
Houses. One, Two and 

Three Bedrooms. Same day 
approval. Call for specials. 

305-642-7080 www.
capitalrentalagency.com

GRAND OPENING
NEW ARENA SQUARE 

Walking distance to school 
from $750. Remodeled one, 

two, three bedrooms, two 
baths. Central air, laundry, 

gated. Office 1023 NW 3 Ave. 
305-372-1383

NORTH MIAMI AREA
One bdrm., one and half bath, 
$1,000 mthly. Senior/Section 
8. 786-326-8568.

SOUTH BEACH APTS.
One Bedroom $1500
Two Bedrooms $1850

1000 7 Street Miami Beach
Call 786-506-3067

1034 NW 3 Avenue
TWO COMMERCIAL 
SPACES FOR RENT

Approx. 500 sq. ft. each
$1500 a month
786-506-3067

SECTION 8 WELCOME
Three bedrooms, two baths, 

2235 NW 135 Terrace
19351 NW 45 Avenue
18709 NW 46 Avenue

Voucher must be over $1,875.
Rudy 786-367-6268

1129 NW 40 Street
Front unit, two bdrms., one 
bath, freshly renovated, secu-
rity bars, private yard, water 
included, Section 8 okay, 

305-778-2613
30 Street NW 19 Ave

One Bedroom. Section 8 
Welcome. 305-754-7776

1985 NW 58 Street
One bdrm., $750 per month, 
first, last and security. Water, 
cable, Wi-Fi included. Call 
786-970-2531.

1711 NW 62 Terrace
Near bus lines. Privileges like 
home, central air and heat. 
$600-$750 monthly. 

305-318-8450
1722 NW 77 Street

$500 mthly, air and seniors 
welcome. 786-326-8568

83 Street NW 18 Avenue
Clean room. 

305-754-7776
9200 NW 25 Avenue

Private entrance. $475 
monthly with air. First, last to 
move in. Call 305-570-9260 or 
305-691-2703.

BROWNSVILLE AREA
Furnished. $165 wkly. $600 
deposit. 786-320-4825

1157 NW 45 Street
Four bdrms., two baths, 
$1,950 mthly, three months to 
move in minimum, no excep-
tion, 305-794-9299.

6534 NW 23 Avenue
Two bdrms, one bath, remod-
eled, $1,100 mthly, very large 
yard, water included, 

305-986-2408
MIAMI GARDENS AREA

Three bedrooms, two baths, 
$1850 monthly. No credit 
needed. 786-571-4914

1338 NW 68 Street
Room available.  Call 305-
298-0388 or 305-693-1017

2351 NW 153 Street
Studio, private entrance, $165 
weekly. First, last and security. 

786-333-2084

LIBERTY CITY AREA
Three bdrms., two baths, re-
modeled, owner will help with 

closing costs, call Ashleigh 
Chancelor, 

Kurz Real Estate
954-642-2500

ATTENTION MUST SEE!
BEHIND ON YOUR

MORTGAGE PAYMENTS? 
We have a solution.

305-440-1188

AIR CONDITIONING
Great service, fast install, 

best prices. LICENSE 
#CAC056858

Call 786-393-0479

Employment 
Opportunities

Health Educator/
Prevention Counselor 1:

This employee is responsible 
for planning, implementing, 
and evaluating programs 
and services, which address 
risk behavior intervention in 
HIV/AIDS, substance use/
abuse, mental, social and 
emotional needs of individu-
als and groups, with special 
emphasis on minority men. 
Emphasis is on prevention 
education and early inter-
vention. Duties require the 
employee to function in com-
munity settings.

Field Outreach Worker:
 
Under the supervision of the 
Intervention Coordinator, the 
Field Outreach Worker is 
responsible for conducting 
street and community out-
reach. Recruiting gay and/
or straight minority men for 
HIV prevention and interven-
tion activities. This Outreach 
Worker must be willing to 
work late evenings and 
weekends in areas were gay 
congregate (including Night 
clubs, Gay bars).

No Phone Calls-
Apply in Person 

Monday-Thursday 9-3

Annex Building on Bethel 
Church Campus

17025 NW 22 Avenue
Miami Gardens, FL 33056

Looking to Buy
A Motor Home or Trailer from 
a private owner. Cash offer. 
Call Sonia 305-562-8969

GENE AND SONS, INC.
Custom-made cabinets for 
kitchens and bathrooms at 

affordable prices. 
14130 N.W. 22nd Avenue. 

Call 305-685-3565
GOD’S HELPER

Pressure cleaning, doors and 
lawn service. 305-801-5690

MOTHER LUCY
SPIRITUAL HEALER 

52 Years of experience. Solve 
of all life problems. Reunite 
lovers. Call for free reading, 

817-485-7737

DIVORCE
Looking for Cynthia M. Brown. 
Please call 334-329-3091. My 
name is James Brown.

FOR SALE

****ATTENTION****
Now You Can own Your
Own Home Today With

Free Cash Grants
UP TO $65,000

Any and all buyers
305-892-8315

House of Homes Realty

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

REPAIRS

MISCELLANEOUS

SERVICES

LEGALS

CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY

CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY

CL ASSIFIED 
DEADLINE

4 P.M.
TUESDAY
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Express yourself.  Hey, hey, 
hey, hey.       

The 2018-19 NBA season has 
started, and it may prove to be 
the most-colorful and expres-
sive season yet.  

Prior to the start of the sea-
son, the league announced 
that it is granting its players 
the freedom to express them-
selves via their sneakers.      

While some will be checking 
out key personnel moves and 
how well their team stacks up 
against other teams, all eyes 
will be on the feet of some 
of the league’s most-popular 
and influential players – Steph 
Curry, LeBron James, Kevin 
Durant, James Harden, Russell 
Westbrook to name a few.  

The basketball court is their 
runway.  

Players will be displaying 
their “fancy footwork” both on 

the court and on their feet.  
Some kicks will be purely 

artistic and fun.  Some shoes 
will make political statements.  
Some will be expressions of 
their feelings, their hopes and 
dreams – all on their soles.   

Individuality is the name of 
this game.  

This is a first that the NBA 
will allow players to wear 
sneakers of any color during 
the season.   Players no longer 
have to wear the required 51 
percent white, black or team-
themed colored shoes.   

The league is lifting all color 
bans.

The rule change is a part of 
the NBA’s continuous effort to 
allow its players freedom of 
expression.  

They can be as colorful and 
playful as they choose.  

There will be some restric-

tions, such as no reflective 
materials – material that could 
pose a glare of distraction to 
other players.  No protruding 
objects.  Designs will be eval-
uated to protect against poten-
tial scandal and/or embarrass-
ment.  All third-party logos 
will have to be pre-approved 
by the league before making 
their way to the court.  

Hold up.  Well wait a minute.  
Haven’t the players been doing 
their own thing already?  

Yes and no.  
Last season, we saw nu-

merous players wearing bold, 

different colors and state-
ment-making shoes.  We saw 
custom-paint jobs, cartoon 
characters, political state-
ments and loud-and-vibrant 
colors.  But any that were not 
pre-approved, led to players 
being warned/fined and forced 
to change shoes mid-game. 

So, what has led to the 
league’s new shift in thinking? 

It may just have something 
to do with Nike, who became 
the NBA’s official apparel pro-
vider last season.

The “swoosh” strikes again!  
First, they shook things 

up by making an NFL-black-
balled Colin Kaepernick the 
face of their 30th anniversary 
ad campaign.  

Then they took their talents 
to the NBA, by introducing al-
ternate uniform designs and 
doing away with traditional 
“home” and “away” jerseys.  

Nike has consistently been 
the fashion-statement shoe 
brand that every player wants 
to wear on their feet, the brand 
with which every player hopes 
to land a shoe deal.  

And you can’t have a con-
versation about basketball 

footwear and Nike without the 
name of Jordan coming up.  

Back in the day, one Michael 
Jordan, during the 1984-85 
season infamously received a 
warning letter from the league 
banning his black and red Air 
Jordan I sneakers.  Nike again 
ahead of the curve, acted as a 
catalyst for change. With its 
astute marketing campaigns, 
they used the opportunity to 
further the Jordan brand – 
pretty much starting revolu-
tion of the shoe color-game in 
the NBA.     

As more and more players 
get their own shoe lines, this is 
a smart move by the NBA and 
its new brand partner. More 
color choices mean more of-
ficial product.  And more of-
ficial product, means “MO 
MONEY,” “MO MONEY,” 
“MO MONEY.”

Leave it to Nike with its for-
ward thinking and progressive 
ad campaigns to shake things 
up and turn a controversy into 
a trip to the bank.  

August is typically when the 
league approves shoes for the 
first half of the season and De-
cember for the latter half.  

Each team, of course can 
have its own color policy be-
yond the league’s new policy.  

So, what makes the league 
so exciting to watch besides 
the incredible feats of athleti-
cism?

 It’s gotta be the shoes right?

The NBA shows its true 
colors on the court

ZIEGLER
REPORT
JENNY ZIEGLER, Zsportsreport@gmail.com

The league lifts the color ban on 
sneakers and allows for expression

Hornets survive 
Heat rally 
113-112

WALKER SCORES 39; DWYANE WADE’S 
FINAL HOME OPENER SPOILED

Miami Heat center 
Hassan Whiteside 

(21) defends during 
the second half of 
an NBA basketball 

game, Saturday, Oct. 
20, in Miami. 

TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

Kemba Walker got a call, 
and the Charlotte Hornets got 
a win.

Walker continued his red-
hot start by scoring 39 points, 
including the game-winning 
free throw with a half-second 
left, and the Hornets wasted a 
26-point second-half lead but 
still spoiled Dwyane Wade’s 
final home opener by topping 
the Miami Heat 113-112 on Sat-
urday night.

Wade scored with 12.3 sec-
onds left to tie the game, and 
the Hornets gave the ball to 
Walker. He drove on Miami’s 
Rodney McGruder, wound up 
on the ground and got the call 
from referee Scott Wall — one 

the Heat ar-
gued to no avail.
“I just saw a little bit 

of a lane,” Walker said. “I 
thought I did a good job at 
getting the contact.”

Walker made the first 
free throw, intentionally 
missed the second and 
time expired before any-
one could contain the re-
bound.

“This is a game, for sure, 
you want it to keep going,” 
said Heat coach Erik Spoels-
tra, who thought McGruder 
defended Walker perfectly on 
the deciding play. “It should 
have been decided in an over-
time, if not more.”

Malik Monk scored 15 for 
Charlotte, and Marvin Wil-
liams added 13.

Wade led the Heat with 21 
points. Goran Dragic scored 
20, McGruder finished with 
19 and Hassan Whiteside 
grabbed 15 rebounds for Mi-
ami.

“You just want the players to 
decide the games,” Wade said. 
“Our refs have the toughest 
job, I feel, of any refs in any 
sport. But two teams fight like 
that, you just want the players 
to decide it. It’s tough. Obvi-
ously, we all were very angry 

about it.”
C h a r -

lotte was 
12 for 
20 from 
3 - p o i n t 

range in 
the first 

half, fuel-
ing its run to 

the huge lead. 
The Hornets 

then went 1 
for 12 from be-

yond the arc in 
the third quarter, 

and missed their 
first three tries from deep 

in the fourth quarter before 
Monk rattled one down for a 
103-97 lead with about 5 min-
utes left.

But it wasn’t over, not by a 
long shot.

Wade made a pair of 3-point-
ers, then set up Whiteside 
for a basket that got the Heat 
within 107-105. Miami kept 
chipping away, getting within 
111-110 on a drive by McGruder 
with 46 seconds left. After Mi-
chael Kidd-Gilchrist made one 
of two foul shots after getting 
fouled by Whiteside — anoth-
er call the Heat did not like — 
Miami had the ball down two 
with 24.7 seconds left.

Wade tried a 3 for the lead 
and missed badly — so badly 
that he knew where the re-
bound was going. He scooted 
in, got the board himself and 
laid it in for a tie with 12.3 sec-
onds left to mark the first and 
only time that the Hornets 
didn’t lead after halftime.

That’s when the Hornets 
gave the ball to Walker for 
their final play, and he deliv-
ered.

“I was really proud of our 
group,” Hornets coach James 
Borrego said.

TIP-INS
Hornets: Charlotte had lost 

six straight against Miami. ... 
Walker got his 10,000th ca-
reer point on a drive in the 
third quarter. “You’re talking 
about being in an elite class,” 
Borrego said of the milestone. 
“You’ve got to work. You’ve got 
to get better every single year. 
You can’t relax.”

Heat: Miami’s three games 
have been decided by margins 
of three points, one point and 
one point, each of them going 
down to the final second. ... 
Miami is 9-2 in home openers 
under Spoelstra. Both losses 
have come to Charlotte. ... The 
Heat outrebounded Charlotte 
49-40, but saw their 16 turn-
overs converted into 25 points.

SIZZLING WALKER
Walker has 19 3-pointers al-

ready, the most by any NBA 
player through his team’s first 
three games of any season. 
Walker also has 106 points 
through Charlotte’s first three 
games. That’s more than he’s 
ever scored in his first four 
games of an NBA season — 
he had 92 in his first four ap-
pearances of the 2016-17 sea-
son. “They’re like, ‘Kemba, 
keep shooting,’” Walker said 
of his coaches and teammates. 
“That’s what I’m going to keep 
on doing.”

ONE LAST DANCE
It was the final home open-

er for Wade, who has dubbed 
this season “one last dance.” 
He and fellow 16-year veteran 
Udonis Haslem addressed the 
Miami crowd before the game. 
“We want to thank each and 
every last one of you guys,” 
Wade said.

Heat: Host New York on 
Wednesday. AP Photo/Lynne Sladky

Miami Heat guard 
Dwyane Wade 

reacts after scor-
ing a three-point 

basket during the 
second half of an 

NBA basketball 
game against the 

Charlotte 
Hornets, 

Saturday, 
Oct. 20, 

in Miami.
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Located on Northwest 
27th Avenue and 161st Street 
is Tallahassee mayor and 
Democratic gubernatorial 
candidate, Andrew Gillum’s 
Miami Gardens campaign 
office.

Right next door is Miami 
Soul Cafe, a Black-owned 
soul food restaurant operat-
ed by Willis Howard.

Howard, who works on 
the Gillum campaign, said 
the candidate has patronized 
the restaurant a few times. 
Gillum has taken a liking to 
the fried chicken, mac and 
cheese and the uniquely fla-
vored collard greens.

It’s not uncommon to see 
political and influential peo-
ple at Miami Soul Cafe. It 
was sort of built for that pur-
pose. Spotted by my editor, 
Carolyn Guniss, and I, was 
Miami-Dade Black Affairs 
Advisory Board Chair Ste-
phen Hunter Johnson.

Howard is a political strat-
egist and he noticed that 
Black people really did not 
have a central place to hang 

out to discuss politics and 
community issues. The Cu-
bans have Versailles where 
they congregate and pontif-
icate on Southwest Eighth 
Street, in Miami. Politicians 
seeking the Cuban-Ameri-
can vote make the obligatory 
pilgrimage. Howard wants 
Miami Soul to be the Black 
“Versailles.”

He saw a glimmer of his 
vision on primary election 
night, Aug. 28. The restau-
rant served as the victory 
party location for some po-
litical candidates and a place 

to watch election results on 
TV.

With the Gillum office next 
door, on general election 
night, Miami Soul will once 
again be ground zero for can-
didates and their supporters.

When it’s not acting as a 
campaign hot spot, Miami 
Soul Cafe serves breakfast, 
brunch, and lunch through-
out the week. 

When we pulled into the 
parking lot of Miami Soul 
Cafe, what captured our at-
tention is the mural project, 
which is painted in cool blue 

and warm red. 
What we saw was a de-

tailed painting of a charac-
ter from the movie “Black 
Panther” holding a sword 
with both of her hands, black 
palm trees, Miami Soul Ca-
fe’s logo and a woman, who I 
later found out was Howard’s 
wife.

When we walked inside of 
the Miami Soul Cafe Restau-
rant, we were instantly greet-
ed with a smile and asked, 
“Hi, how can I help you?”

From that moment, we felt 
like we belonged there.

Opened on April 2018, the 
restaurant is a replica of 
many soul food restaurants 
around the country, Howard 
said. The walls are covered 
with portraits and pictures of 
Black icons such as Michael 
Jackson, Martin Luther King 
Jr., Malcolm X, Bob Marley 
and Muhammad Ali. 

Howard changes the pho-
tos on the walls every one to 
two months. 

There is also a special seat-
ing area for Miami Gardens 
police when they come in 
and eat at Miami Soul Cafe.

The menu runs the gamut 
of breakfast items to chick-
en and waffles, fried lobster, 
which he sources from Sys-
co, he said, and a dessert se-
lection of peach cobbler, ba-
nana pudding, sweet potato 
pie and more. 

Howard wants people from 
out of town who are looking 
for a soul food restaurant 
to know there is a place for 
them to eat. 

“They are coming in, like, 
hey, where can I get some 
soul food?” said Howard.

“When you come here, we 
hope that you feel every little 
piece that we put into it.”

He touts free WiFi, good 
‘90s music and inspiring 
quotations on the wall as 
reasons for patrons to feel 
welcomed.

We were served their fa-
mous butter biscuits with 
honey a little after we sat 
down.

Then came the oxtails and 
grits, the combination a first-
time for the both of us. We 
could tell that it was freshly 
cooked as steam wafted from 
the dish.

Miami Soul has an open 
SEE CAFE 6C

SERVING UP
SOUL  

MIAMI SOUL CAFE MEET UP SPOT FOR GOOD FOOD AND COMPANY

Scrambled eggs with parsley on top.Peach Cobbler

Lobster and waffles Oxtails and gritsChicken and waffles
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Miami Times Staff Report

Smiles formed on the faces of 
Richmond Heights residents on 
Saturday as a mural project of An-
drew Gillum was revealed. Around 
noon, the New Florida Majority and 
Dwight Bullard, along with others 

in the Richmond Heights commu-
nity, hosted a cookout and the re-
vealing of the mural project of Gil-
lum, who was raised in Richmond 
Heights.

The mural was painted by local 
artist, Vanta Black  whose piece re-
vealed children’s quotes on leader-

ship and Gillum with a wide smile 
in the black and white painting. 

At the bottom right of the mural, 
it says ‘Bring it home,’ which is Gil-
lum's slogan.

Gillum has the possibility of be-
coming the first Black governor for 
the state of Florida.

Andrew Gillum comes home
Mural unveiled in Richmond Heights, where mayor grew up

Photos courtesy of New Florida Majority
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“What I know for sure is 
that speaking your truth is 
the most powerful tool we all 
have.” 

-Oprah Winfrey
As we step gracefully 

before October ends, we 
include pink in our attire 
and  reflect on the health 
and wellness of our bodies, 
minds and spirits during 
this month that focuses on 
breast health awareness. 

In our community we sup-
port many organizations and 
persons who have given us 
inspiration to do better and 
inspire. As such are the many 
events that are happening 
around our fair community 
that I am so pleased to share 
with you. The Miami-Bis-
cayne Bay Links Chapter of 
the Links will gather at Jun-
gle Island Treetop Ballroom 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 27 
to support scholarships 
and educational programs 
under the theme of “Un-
masking Purpose, Passion 
and Persistence.” They will 
celebrate another chapter 
milestone as they reflect on 
rendering service and de-
livering transformational 
programming to the South 
Florida area and beyond. 
That’s not all! The mem-
bers will salute three amaz-
ingly talented Sheroes who 
reflect the principles and 
tenets of the organization 
in The Arts; Health and Hu-
man Services; International 
Trends and Services; Na-
tional Trends and Services; 
and Services to Youth.  The 
2018 Sheroes are Carrie P. 

Meek, Leigh-Ann Buchan-
an and Valencia Gunder. 
The event’s special guest is 
award-winning actor, pro-
ducer, director and entre-
preneur Wendy Raquel 
Robinson. Tickets can be 
purchased under the name 
of any chapter member or 
Tisa McGhee if you so 
choose. 

Just across the bay, the 
Links’ Dade County Chap-
ter participated in the an-
nual Susan Komen More 
Than Pink Walk for a Cure 
on Saturday, Oct. 13, at Bay-
side in downtown Miami. 
Quite scenic was the walk 
as men, women and children 
walked in support of well-
ness. On hand were Valerie 
Riles,  Donna Riley, Ve-
ronica Rahming, Miesha 
Darrow, Connie Butler 
and Debra Owens, Kudos 
to Bernadette C. Poitier, 
chair of the Dade County 
Chapter Health and Human 
Services Facet for organiz-
ing this event.  

Speaking of “stepping”, 
Hot 105 radio personality, 
Big Lip will host the “Step-
ping For A Purpose” show 
on Friday, Oct. 26, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Miramar Cultur-
al Center. The South Flori-
da community is invited to 
cheer on members of the 
Divine 9 as they compete for 
bragging rights and $2,000 
for first fraternity and soror-
ity step teams. Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Delta Eta 
chapter of Florida Memorial 
University and Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, South Bro-

ward Alumnae Chapter are 
just two of the participating 
sororities and fraternities. 
Not only is “Stepping For A 
Purpose” a family friendly 
event for all ages, the show’s 
purpose is to raise funds for 
the youth of Antioch to con-
tinue programing. Tickets 
include: general admission 
for $25 and VIP tickets for 
$40. Tickets can be pur-
chased by visiting, Miramar 
Cultural Center online or 
by contacting GGG mem-
ber, Sheila Joseph, or at 
Antioch Missionary Baptist 
Miami Gardens.  Stepping 
onto another inspirational 
event I am proud to men-
tion that the Church of the 
Incarnation celebrated their 
Friends and Family Celebra-
tion on Sunday, Oct. 14. The 

gala reception was preceded 
by a glorious worship ser-
vice that included the me-
lodious sounds of the choir 
who entered the sanctuary 
singing “Kum-Ba-Ya” Come 
By Here!  and “Lord I Want 
to Be A Christian In My 
Heart.” From the mouths of 
babes all in attendance at 
this annual worship service 
were inspired by the mes-
sage from Reverend Roberta 
Knowles, which was “What 
Are You Doing To Make 
Your Light Shine.” 

Stepping on with glee to 
other events I must mention. 
The WISH Foundation’s 
Emerging Young Ladies of 
Gamma Zeta Omega Chap-
ter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority inducted its new-
est young members at the 

pearling ceremony on Sun-
day afternoon at New Birth 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Under the direction of H. 
Leigh Toney, WISH Foun-
dation chair, April Milton 
Francois, Emerging Young 
Ladies chair and Michael 
Strong Mason, Emerging 
Young Ladies co-chair, the 
young ladies in grades 6-8 
will participate in many cul-
tural, social and educational 
activities this year. Mem-
bers of Just Us met last Sat-
urday and it was a meeting 
that fed the soul. Sometimes 
we need to feed our souls. 
Hostess Shirley Archie re-
ally was the hostess with the 
most-ess. Members shared 
stories, enjoyed fine dining 
and everyone left feeling 
good. 

I’m sharing a  little “Look 
Back: Do You Remember?” 
from my classmate Her-
man Williams. In a Ju-
nior College tournament, 
top-seeded Gibbs Junior 
College Cobras (St. Peters-
burg) handily defeated sec-
ond-seeded Dade County 
Junior College Falcons of 
Northwestern Center 91-
73 to win the Florida Junior 
College Athletic (FJCAA) 

State Tournament. George 
Coward was top with 13 and 
scored 19 points. Front court 
wizard Williams shot 24 
points; William Clark, 15. 
The basketball tournament 
was held in March 1962 at 
Lincoln Junior College in 
Fort Pierce. The team fin-
ished the season 15-6 overall 
with a 8-3 mark in FJCAA 
play.  The Dade County 
Junior College Basketball 
Team is shown in the 1961-
1962 yearbook. Pictured in 
the front row, second from 
left is Herman Williams. He 
was an integral part of the 
1962 FJCAA state runner 
up. He averaged 16 points 
per game to rank second on 
the team and was selected 
to the All-State Basketball 
First Team. In our history, 
junior colleges were segre-
gated and Blacks in the state 
attended classes at local 
high schools.

As we continue to step into 
our purpose, let us all re-
member to step to the polls 
optimistically and with great 
intention during early voting 
days,  Embrace life and love 
one another. Blessing as we 
Live, Love, Pray, Laugh and 
Dance in the Whirl.

VENNDA-REI GIBSON | VENNDAL43@GMAIL.COM
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1961-62 state runners up. Standing: Coach Thorn-
ton, William Clark George Cowart, James Higgs, 
Robert Walker and Philip Deshazior. Sitting: Lonnie 
Foster, Herman Williams, Henry Cheever and Kenneth 
Sims.

The Links’ Dade County Chapter participated in the 
annual Susan Komen More Than Pink Walk for a Cure 
on Saturday, Oct. 13, at Bayside in downtown Miami.

KYLE BUCHANAN
New York Times

How do you make a mov-
ie about teenagers when the 
more authentic it sounds, the 
less likely it is that young peo-
ple will be able to see it?

That was the dilemma facing 
George Tillman Jr., who direct-
ed “The Hate U Give.” Based 
on the best-selling young-
adult novel by Angie Thomas, 
the film follows Starr Carter 
(Amandla Stenberg), a Black 
student at a largely white prep 
school, who is galvanized into 
activism after she witness-
es the police shooting of her 

childhood friend Khalil.
“The Hate U Give” takes its 

title and central philosophy 
from a concept espoused by 
Tupac Shakur: To the rapper, 
who had “THUG LIFE” tat-
tooed in capital letters on his 
torso, that phrase was an acro-
nym for a vicious cycle of so-
cietal violence. “THUG LIFE,” 
he explained, actually stands 
for “The Hate U Give Little In-
fants Effs Everybody.”

Of course, Shakur used a 
stronger word than “eff” — 

one that Thomas was able to 
print several times in her book 
but that Tillman could use 
only sparingly onscreen, lest 
he incur an R rating from the 
Motion Picture Association of 
America for strong language. 
(The Times has a similar re-
striction on the expletive, 
which your Carpetbagger has 
been known to utter from time 
to time.) If “The Hate U Give” 
featured more than one use of 
that word, the movie would be 
in jeopardy of losing the PG-
13 rating that Tillman and his 
distributor, 20th Century Fox, 
had hoped to earn, and teen-
agers who treasured the book 

might be barred from seeing 
the adaptation.

“Young kids today are very 
smart,” Tillman said. “They 
watch adult films, they get 
things very quickly, and they’re 
very sophisticated.” But that 
posed its own problem: If 
Tillman tried to sanitize the 
language, his target audience 
would know. And given that 
two crucial scenes in “The 
Hate U Give” require Shakur’s 
“THUG LIFE” concept to be 
explained in full, there were 

no easy write-arounds.
“I felt like if I didn’t say what 

Tupac was trying to say, it 
would not feel authentic,” the 
director said. A different, less 
penalized expletive wouldn’t 
work either: “The audience 
that was familiar with Tupac 
and his philosophy would 
think, ‘Oh, they’re just trying 
to make it mainstream,’” Till-
man said.

Another filmmaker, Bo 
Burnham, faced a similar 
dilemma this year with his 
movie “Eighth Grade.” The 
M.P.A.A. slapped the ju-
nior-high dramedy with an 
R rating for strong language, 
though its curse words would 
hardly scandalize teenagers. 
Burnham refused to cut his 
film for a wider audience: “I 
just wanted to portray the way 
kids’ lives are,” he told Variety 
in July. “I would love kids to 
be living in a PG-13 world. 
They just aren’t.”

For Tillman, whose previ-
ous films like “Soul Food” and 
“Men of Honor” have been 

mostly rated R, reaching a 
general audience was para-
mount. “If we’re following 
this young girl’s point of view, 
I just felt like it really made it 
more universal to walk that 
line and make it for anyone 
under 13,” he said. “As a film-
maker, you really want to be 
organic, but you also want 
people to see the film as much 
as possible.”

To make it work, then, Till-
man strategized. In one early 
scene, Starr’s father (Russell 
Hornsby) was supposed to 
use the expletive; Tillman 
changed it to “eff,” reasoning 
that a father might want to 
soften his language around 
his daughter. Tillman wanted 
to save his single usage of the 
full-blown word for a different 
first-act scene, in which Starr 
listens to Shakur as Khalil ex-
plains the rapper’s message. 
“If Khalil was saying ‘eff’ or 
bouncing around that word,” 
Tillman said, “it just wouldn’t 
have been authentic.”

Still, that scene with Khalil 

was meant to be mirrored lat-
er in the film, when a newly 
self-actualized Starr is the one 
who must explain Shakur’s in-
tent to others. Since Starr had 
spent the bulk of “The Hate U 
Give” finding her voice, how 
would it look for her to lose it 
at this pivotal moment?

Tillman shot the climac-

tic scene a number of differ-
ent ways, but when it came 
time to submit his cut to the 
M.P.A.A. for a rating, he used 
a take with Stenberg saying 
“eff” instead of the expletive, 
and only Khalil’s earlier use of 
the full word remained. “His-
torically, you only get one,” 
Tillman reasoned.

‘The Hate U Give’ couldn’t hold its tongue
One word became essential to on-
screen adaptation of young adult 

Erika Doss/20th Century Fox

Amandla Stenberg as a newly galvanized Starr Car-
ter in “The Hate U Give.” 

Stenberg and her director, George Tillman Jr., on the 
“Hate U Give” set.
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Brian’s visuals exude class, power, 
and diversity. I literally want to jet off 
everywhere he goes because he cap-
tures it brilliantly. I had a chat with 
Brian to give me the lowdown on 
what it is like traveling the world as 
a Black man, the challenges, bless-
ings, highs and lows. I wanted to 
know it all and I am glad he obliged 
to feed my curiosity. 

Can you tell us a little about 
Brian?

I was born in the city of Toronto, 
Canada and this is the city 

that I am currently living 
in. But when most 

non-Canadians 

hear me talk, they always ask where 
I’m actually from. My parents are 
from the country of Jamaica (aka the 
Olympic Sprint Factory).

What is it really like traveling 
as a Black man?

Traveling as a Black man is defi-
nitely interesting. Thankfully, I hav-
en’t had any serious issues travel-
ing while Black! However, because 
of the views many have on Blacks 
in general, I always have to keep a 
third-eye open on whether certain 
treatment toward me is based on my 
skin color.

In some countries, I am a definite 
specimen of sorts; they find my dark 
skin to be completely fascinating. 
This is backed by the fact that peo-
ple would come up to me and ask 
for a picture with or of me. This can 

be tiring at times! I do allow it but 
other times I am hesitant because 
I feel like I am an animal in a zoo. 
The problem is, other cultures/rac-
es (and even Blacks) may not see it 
that way. But if you get over the fact 
that everyone is seemingly treating 
you like a celebrity, you might not be 
so enthralled to be apart of some 
random person’s picture.

My most notable racist moment 
was experienced at the airport of 
Sydney, Australia. A security officer 
went out of his way to publicly ha-
rass/embarrass me because he 
had nothing better to do. The situ-
ation was completely uncalled for 
but sometimes, people just like to 
abuse the power that they’ve been 
given.

Without getting too deep into it, I 
knew he had a target on my head. 
But as outraged as I was, I had to 
find a way to calm myself down be-
cause what he wanted was me to 
lash out. Had I done that, then I 
would have been detained in Syd-
ney and ultimately banned from vis-
iting again.

Where is the most fascinating 
place you have ever been?

I don’t think any true traveler can 
pinpoint just one extremely fascinat-
ing place. But some of the more 
notable countries for me would 
definitely be Egypt (Cairo/
Luxor), Jordan (Petra), La 

SEE ONE 6C

LEAVING THE 
COMFORT ZONE

A PEEK INTO THE LIFE OF A BLACK MAN TRAVELING THE WORLD

theufuoma.com

I have always wondered what it will be like to travel the world as a Black man. I am not a 
huge fan of the news, but on the times when I do watch, the image of the Black man is 
poorly portrayed. I know some amazing Black men doing well in their space and I was on 
a lookout for a space I have a passion for - travel. When I found Brian’s Instagram, it was 

a breath of fresh air.

Brian feeds a 
giraffe in Nairobi, 

Kenya.

Photo via Theufuoma.com
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BOOK REVIEW

‘Lorraine’ is a beautifully illustrated book

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
bookwormsez@yahoo.com

The flash-flash-flash was 
bad enough.

And then you heard the 
grrrrrrumble, the wind 
howled, and you were afraid. 
But it was okay: it was only 
a thunderstorm. As you’ll 
see in the new book, “Lor-
raine: The Girl Who Sang 
the Storm Away” by Ketch 
Secor, illustrated by Higgins 
Bond, when it’s over, the sun 
– among other things – will 
shine bright.

Lorraine lived on a Ten-
nessee farm with her grand-
father. Crops were not the 

only thing they grew. Music 
also grew “wild” because, 
when the workday was over, 
Lorraine grabbed her whis-
tle and Pa Paw took out his 
harp. Until darkness came or 
storms arrived, they played 
music together on the porch 
or sometimes in fields near 
the “Chinkypin tree,” when 
an old crow flew down and 
joined them in a dance.

By and by, one day, Lor-
raine noticed that the dinner 
bell that sat on the kitchen 
table was gone. Later that 
morning, she noticed that 
the tin scoop in the pigpen 
– the one that was usually 
found in a feed bin – was 

gone. Then Pa Paw couldn’t 
find his keys, even though 
they were just in his pock-
et. Every shiny thing on the 
farm had vanished; it looked 
like the work of a thief.

But before they could fig-
ure out who was stealing 
the sparklies, a “Tennessee 
tempest” rolled in. It crashed 
and it roared. It BOOMed 
and it rumbled. It rolled and 
it rained. Lorraine, who was 
usually as fearless as they 
come, was fearful that night. 
She ran to her grandfather, 
who reached in his pocket 

for his harp and, it was gone, 
too! And so was Lorraine’s 
whistle! 

But Pa Paw knew exactly 
what to do. A storm can take 
a roof or a tree away. A storm 
can make a powerful noise 
and move the earth. But a 
storm can’t take away the 
music you have deep inside 
you – and so, he and Lorraine 
began to sing. They sang 
loud and they sang soft, they 
sang fast and they sang slow. 
They sang every song they 
knew until the sun came up 
to reveal a wet, green field 
and a big surprise … .

There are two reasons to 
love “Lorraine.” 

One is for your child. The 
other is for you.

For your child, author Ketch 
Secor tells a lively rhyme that 

bounces with wide-open 
joy. Its simple story is happy 
and uncomplicated, with an 
old-timey feel and a sweet 
surprise at the end. It’s total 
feel-good, and in a time when 
storms dominate the news, it 
can also offer comfort.

For you, artist Higgins 
Bond offers absolutely ex-
quisite illustrations that your 
eyes won’t stop feasting on. 
The colors are vivid, and 
each page contains delight-
ful details that will seem as 
fresh on the tenth read-aloud 
as they did on the first.  

If you are a grown-up who 
loves children’s books, this 
is one you’ll be showing off 
because of its beauty. But re-
member to share, too, for the 
story: “Lorraine” is one your 
child will love in a flash.

Storyline about storms is timely and 
perhaps will soothe readers

Ketch Scor and Higgins Bond

MARK KENNEDY
The Associated Press

The iconic R&B group The 
O’Jays has always made music 
for the heart. Now the group 
is going for the jugular on 
what it says is its last album.

The Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame inductees known for 
the classic song “Love Train” 
last Friday released the polit-
ically charged single “Above 
the Law,” which explores 
racial and class inequality. 
The lyrics include: “Game is 
fixed/ Pure parlor tricks.”

The single will be part of 
The O’Jays’ final studio al-
bum, the socially conscious 
“The Last Word,” their first 
original material in almost 

20 years, which is set for re-
lease Feb. 22 from S-Curve 
Records.

Group co-founders Eddie 
Levert Sr. and Walter Wil-
liams Sr. told The Associated 
Press last week that the group 
didn’t intend to 
make new music 
as it looks toward 
retirement but 
felt compelled by 
what it has seen 
over the past few 
years.

“You almost 
have to say some-
thing. You al-
most have to get 
involved. You 
know, it’s bad. 
I’ve never seen it 

this bad,” said Williams, 75. 
“You have to say something. 
You have to do something. 
People have to get out and 
vote to change things if they 
want change.”

“Above the Law” was com-
posed by Betty Wright and 
Angelo Morris, and produced 
by Steve Greenberg, Wright, 
Mike Mangini and Sam Hol-
lander. More of its lyrics in-
clude the lines “Re-invent 
slavery/ Erase the war on 
poverty/ Separate primarily/ 

SEE O'JAYS 6C

Old-school R&B group get into a political groove
The O'Jays latest and last album 
addresses the racism of today

In this June 13, 2016 
file photo, members of 
the group The O'Jays, 
from left, Eric Grant, 
Eddie Levert and Walter 
Williams attend the 2016 
Apollo Theater Spring 
Gala in New York. Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File 
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Digue (Seychelles) and Lu-
ang Prabang (Laos).

If you weren’t traveling, 
what would you be doing? 

It’s hard to imagine life 
without travel but if I wasn’t 
fortunate enough to do it 
then I’d definitely be more 
focused on other aspects of 
my life. I spend a lot of time 
looking for the next destina-
tion. I think I would focus a 
lot more on photography and 
building my presence on-
line in order to have another 
stream of income.

When was the ‘aha’ mo-
ment for you? The moment 
you knew you were going 
to travel the world?

My ‘aha’ moment definite-
ly came when I did my first 
group trip to Europe. It was 
my first time ever crossing 
the Atlantic ocean and that in 
itself was pretty nerve-wrack-
ing. But the thoughts of 
planning a trip that wasn’t 
all-inclusive just seemed too 
overwhelming for me. Plan-
ning our Euro trip as a group 
was an amazing experience 
for me. I got to bounce ideas 
off two other friends to make 
sure we covered all bases in 
preparation for our trip so 
we could make the most of 
it.

I learned how to plan trips 
really thoroughly after that 
adventure and carried over 
those skills into planning 
subsequent trips. I knew I 
was bitten by the bug after 
Europe for sure! The feeling 
I get when I am in a new and 
foreign country is simply eu-
phoric!

What inspires you to 
travel?

To begin, I just wanted 
to explore new areas of the 
world that was deemed not 
normal for a young, Black 
male. It was just an innate 
urge that I needed to live 
out. But as the years went 
on and my photography im-

proved, there are several 
inspirations. I want to show 
that Blacks can leave their 
comfort zone and travel in 
this crazy, big and beautiful 
world. I also want to show 
that we can travel in style 
and in luxury. We are often 
forgotten in travel ad cam-
paigns even when it comes 
to promoting travel in pre-
dominately Black countries. 
Lastly, I want to be able 
to take the less desirable 
countries and expose its un-
tapped beauty.

What is the one piece 
of advice you would give 
someone, especially a 
Black man who wants to 
travel?

One advice is don’t listen 
too much to what your fami-
ly and friends tell you when 
it comes to traveling to cer-
tain countries. Yes, you need 
to be on your P’s and Q’s but 
a lot of the time, the drama in 
the media is over-hyped. I’ve 
been to some countries that 
were in social warfare and I 
wouldn’t have known the dif-

ference. However, I always 
try to wait until the tensions 
die down before going.

Also, remember that trav-
el can be dirt cheap if you 
allow yourself to be flexible. 
It’s the number one way of 
saving money outside of air-
line points and buddy pass-
es. You can easily score deals 
to places all over the world 
for prices you never thought 
possible. Subscribe to sites 
like secretflying.com and pay 
attention to their deals! It 
could be your very next trip.

Photo via Theufuoma.com

Brian overlooks the water in Luang Prabang, Laos.

         

EVENTS
The Overtown Children and 
Youth Coalition
Free professional 
development workshops; 
now until February 2019; 
Register: www.overtowncyc.
org/workshops; Info: Contact 
Shari Benjamin at 786-477-
5813.

7th Annual NAAHP 
Conference
The largest gathering 
of Haitian Diaspora 
professionals; Oct. 25-27; 
Kovens Conference Center; 
3000 NE 151 St; Learn 
more and register at www.
naahpconference.org. 

Hispanic Art Expressions
Vice Chairwoman Audrey M. 
Edmonson and The Office 
of Community Advocacy, 
Hispanic Affairs Advisory 
Board will host an art exhibit; 
6-8 p.m.; Oct. 25; Magnus 

Gallery; 219 NW 25th St.

District 4 Town Hall 
Meeting
Councilman Alix Desulme 
will preside over a discussion 
of community initiatives, 
resources, services, and 
grant opportunities; 6-8 p.m.; 
Oct. 30; Joe Celestin Center; 
1525 NW 135th St.; For more 
info, contact the Office of 
Mayor and Council at 305-
895-9815.

Overtown Community 
Meeting
Hear the ideas of how the 
Overtown Common Good 
Initiative has invested $2.7 
million in the community; 
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.; Oct. 30; 
Overtown Performing Arts 
Center; 1074 NW Third Ave; 
RSVP at bit.ly/overtownideas 
or call Community Relations 
Coordinator, Shari Benjamin 
at 786-477-5813.

SCHOOL MEETINGS
Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1963
Breakfast meeting; Oct. 6; 
Pastime Restaurant, 2469 
NW 62nd St.; Info: Call John 
at 786-222-8380.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1968
2 p.m. every fourth Sunday; 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-218-6171.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1970
10:30 a.m.; Oct. 20; 190 
NE 199th St. Suite 100; For 
more info, call 305-343-
9576.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1973
4 p.m. every third Sunday; 
location TBA; Info: Call 
786-877-1176 or email 
msoguns@aol.com.

George Washington 
Carver High School Class 
of 1966
Noon every second 
Saturday, 1234 NW 79th St.; 
Info: Call 305-300-7630.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1962
3 p.m. every second 
Saturday, African Heritage 
Cultural Arts Center, 6161 
NW 22nd Ave.; Info: Call 
305-681-3330.

Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1967
4–6 p.m. every third 
Saturday; African Heritage 
Cultural Arts Center, 6161 
NW 22nd Ave.; Info: Call 
305-333-7128.

Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1959
11 a.m. every first Tuesday; 
Golden Corral, 9045 Pines 
Blvd.; Info: Call 305-989-
0994.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1961
Noon every second Tuesday; 
YET Center, 7090 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-696-
11554.

Miami Jackson Class of 
1970
4 p.m.; Oct. 28; 18835 
NW 23rd Ave.; For more 
information, contact 305-
733-4674 or 305-546-3770.

Miami Jackson Class of 
1971
2:30 p.m. every first 
Saturday; YET Center, 7090 
NW 22nd Ave.; Info: Call 
786-285-2533.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1959
10:30 a.m. every third 
Saturday; African Heritage 
Cultural Arts Center, 6161 
NW 22nd Ave.; Info: Call 
786-897-2646.

ASSOCIATION/CHAPTER 
MEETINGS 

The Citizen Advisory 
Committee
7 p.m. every second 
Thursday to discuss general 
community issues; Northside 
Police Station, 799 NW 81st 
St.; Info: Call 786-512-3641.

Women on the Move Inc.
Every fourth Saturday for 
women 55 and older who 
are interested in traveling 
and networking; Location 
and time: TBA; Info: Call 
305-934-5122.

The Miami Central High 
Alumni Association
7 p.m. every second and 
fourth Wednesday; Miami 
Central Senior High School 
library, 1781 NW 95th St.; 
Info: Call 305-370-4825.

The George Washington 
Carver Alumni Association
12:30 p.m. every third 
Wednesday; Community 
Center in Coconut Grove, 
220 Florida Ave. (near US1); 
Info: Call 954-248-6946.

The Miami-Dade Chapter 
of Bethune-Cookman 
University
6:30 p.m. every second 
Thursday; Omega Center, 
15600 NW 42nd Ave. 

Tennessee State Alumni 
Association/ Miami-     

Dade Chapter
9 a.m. every third Saturday; 
African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-336-
4287.

The Morris Brown College 
Miami-Dade/Broward 
Alumni Association
9:30 a.m. every third 
Saturday; North Shore 
Medical Center, 100 NW 
95th St., Room C; Info: Call 
786-356-4412.

Top Ladies of Distinction 
Inc.
10 a.m. every second 
Saturday; Info: Call Betty 
Bridges 786-320-2891.

CLASSES
Women in Transition of 
South Florida
Class: Free computer 
lessons for women; time, 
date and location TBA; Info: 
Call 786-477-8548.

Inner City Children’s 
Touring Dance
Class: Free introductory 
classical ballet workshops 
for girls ages 6-8 and 9-12; 
Time and date TBA; 1350 
N.W. 50th St; Info: Call 
305-758-1577 or visit www.
childrendance.net.

The deadline for the 
Lifestyle Calendar is every 
Friday at 2 p.m.

LIFESTYLE
HAPPENINGS

COMPILED BY THE MIAMI TIMES STAFF    
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By class.”
“As soon as I heard it, I told 

Mr. Greenberg, ‘We are all 
going to jail,’” Williams said, 
laughing. “He said, ‘Don’t 
worry about it. I’ll be the 
guy that gives you the cake 
with the file in it.’”

The cover, by artist Chris-
ta Cassan, shows business-
men with briefcases riding 

flying pigs over the Capitol. 
A lyric video for “Above the 
Law” begins with a $100 bill 
being burned, before show-
ing photos of Black men 
manhandled by the police, 
scary newspaper headlines, 
White House press secre-
tary Sarah Huckabee Sand-
ers and Supreme Court Jus-
tice Brett Kavanaugh.

Levert, 76, said he feels 
like he’s stepped back in 
time to when he was a child 
in Alabama and the Ku Klux 
Klan was terrorizing peo-

ple. He watched with alarm 
as white supremacists are 
walking through U.S. city 
streets once more.

“Now, it seems like we’ve 
done a 360-degree turn and 
gone back to those same 
times when they can hang 
and shoot and kill people 
just because of their color,” 
Levert said. “Walter and my-
self, we’re living this twice. 
It’s like repeating yourself. 
It’s crazy.”

Williams and Levert 
formed the band in Canton, 

Ohio, in 1963, alternating as 
lead singers. Hits from their 
peak in the 1970s and 1980s 
include “Backstabbers,” 
“Love Train” and “Use Ta 
Be My Girl.” The group’s 
last album of new materi-
al, “Love You to Tears,” ap-
peared in 1997.

While known for their 
funky, soulful songs, The 
O’Jays often tackled so-
cial issues, as with “For the 
Love of Money” and “Put 
Your Hands Together,” in 
which they urged “praying 

for all the people who are 
sleeping in the street.” They 
had a hard time getting ra-
dio stations to play “Rich 
Get Richer,” which argued: 
“The people who live on the 
hill/ Don’t have time for the 
ghetto.”

But “The Last Word” will 
be the group’s most-pow-
erful political statement 
yet. Another track is called 
“Stand” and speaks of how 
love is needed to heal. 
“Turn off the TV to avoid 
the news/ Look up to heav-

en ’cause I’m so confused/ 
Another child lost to the 
city.”

As for this being their last 
album, the singers insist 
they’re trying to be realis-
tic. “I’ll be 80 in four more 
years. What girl is going 
to fall out and scream on 
the floor for an 80-year-old 
man? It’s time,” Levert said.

His bandmate agreed: “If, 
in fact, we see one fall out, 
she really fell out!” Williams 
joked. “Somebody better call 
the paramedics.”

CAFE
CONTINUED FROM 1C

kitchen where customers 
can see what is going on 
and how their food is being 
cooked.

“It gets rid of, what I like 
to call, food anxiety and 
it keeps us honest,” said 
Howard.

“It also keeps everyone 
on their toes.”

Howard wonders why 
there isn’t a proliferation of 
soul food restaurants as it 
is in areas such as Atlanta 
or Maryland.

“If you go to a Haitian 
community or Jamaican 
community, they are still 
keeping it alive,” he said.

Miami Soul Cafe is open 
five days a week and is also 
a catering business.

Howard isn’t stopping 
there, though. He plans on 
opening another soul food 
restaurant soon.

For more information 
about Miami Soul Cafe, 
visit www.miamisoulcafe.
com.

Editor’s Note: As of this 
writing Miami Soul Cafe 
is closed as it installs gas 
lines. It is expected to open 
Saturday, Oct. 27.

Miami Times Photos/ Kishanda Burns 

Miami Soul Cafe’s staff.

Banana pudding and sweet potato pie with whip 
cream on top.
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Neglect breeds 
needed change

FELIPE RIVAS
frivas@miamitimesonline.com

In the past few years, the opioid crisis 
has gone mainstream, afflicting commu-
nities nationwide, including sunny South 
Florida. In Miami, Overtown has been the 
ground zero for opioid usage and home-
lessness. Though not a new issue, the city 
has taken steps to clean up the described 
“opioid den,” as well as provide shelter 
and rehabilitation programs for those af-
flicted. However, Overtown residents feel 
the homelessness issue has been neglect-
ed in the historically Black neighborhood 
for years and the opioid den is the ensuing 
result of such neglect. 

Last Thursday, a town hall meeting 
informed residents about the city’s effort 
to address the opioid situation happening 
in Overtown. The meeting was organized 
by the Overtown Community Oversight 
Board and brought together city officials, 
Miami police officers and health experts, 
who spoke on the safety of the community 
and about the clean up of the blockaded 
area, scheduled for Friday morning. 

Keon Williams, chairman of the over-
sight board, expressed frustration in the 
way that Overtown continues to struggle 
with drug abuse, homelessness and lack 
of help from local government, year after 
year. “I know every community has its 
issues,” he said at the meeting, “but you 
mean to tell me, a couple of decades pass 
by, and we are still dealing with the same 
thing?”

During the meeting, a man who claimed 
to be a community pastor, left abruptly. 
Williams, who noticed what the gentle-
man left behind on his seat, got up from 
his seat and stopped the meeting, went 
to the empty seat and with no protection, 
other than a piece of paper, picked up a 

needle left behind by the man. 
“This is what it has come to in this 

neighborhood,” he said, carefully 
showing the needle to the audience. 
“This is what is going on in this neigh-
borhood. This is unacceptable and it 
is right in our face!” Several Overtown 
residents echoed William’s sentiments 
and blamed the city of Miami and 
Miami-Dade County for neglecting the 
needs of the Overtown community.   

The Overtown community should 
continue to voice their concern to 
city officials, advised Melba Pearson, 
deputy director of the American Civil 
Liberties Union. Pearson said that what 
is happening in Overtown is a multi-
faceted issue that has occurred for long 
periods of time. 

“This problem has been going on for 
decades and when you ignore commu-

nities this is what happens,” Pearson 
said. “The key for the community 
is to keep on putting pressure on 
public officials.” 

Overtown should have the same 
crisis response rate and allocation 
of services as the white and more 
affluent communities, she explained. 
Furthermore, elected officials should 
set up better economic infrastruc-
ture and policies to help the commu-
nities afflicted by poverty, addiction 
and lack of affordable housing such 
as Overtown. “This is a governmen-
tal problem,” she said. 

Pearson explained that the com-
munity should demand criminal 
justice reform that includes addic-
tion rehabilitation programs from 
the different local elected officials. 
“At the end of the day, our elected 

officials are accountable to our commu-
nities,” she said. 

Another concern for the ACLU and 
other groups is that the city and the 
police departments will criminalize ad-
diction and homelessness, in an effort 
to better police areas where loitering 
and homelessness is rampant. 

In the last two weeks some 25-30 
people coming directly from the 
blockaded area have been admitted to 
rehabilitation programs, health officials 
explained. The South Florida Behav-
ioral Health Network leads the efforts 
of admitting the indigent population 
into the rehabilitation programs, many 
of whom do not have an established 
insurance provider. Treatment beds 
are limited however. And officials say   
more and more people are seeking the 

SEE CHANGE 8D

The city is cleaning up 
neighborhood but locals 
say it’s been too long

 A man receives a free haircut during the Homeless Stand Down event.

Circuit Judge Steven Leifman revises a man’s legal file during the 
Homeless Stand Down event.

A medical 
professional 
checks man’s 
blood pres-
sure during 
the Homeless 
Stand Down 
event. 

OVERTOWN

Miami Times Photos/Felipe Rivas 
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CATHOLIC
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Rev. Alexander Ekechukwu, CSSp
1301 NW 71 Street • 305-691-1701 

BAPTIST
New Philadelphia Baptist Church

Pastor Rickie K. Robinson Sr.
1113 NW 79th Street • 305-505-0400

Greater Harvest Baptist Church
Rev. Kenneth McGee

2310 NW 58th Street • 786-717-5818

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
New Christ Tabernacle Church

Rev. Harold Harsh
1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Walking in Christ M.B. Church
Rev. Larry Robbins, Sr.

3530 NW 214th Street • 305-430-0443

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church

Elder William Walker
5895 NW 23rd Avenue • 305-635-3866

New Christ Tabernacle M.B. Church
Rev. Harold Marsh

1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Valley Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Elder Johnnie Robinson

1395 NW 69th Street • 305-835-8316

New Mount Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Bernard E. Lang, Pastor/Teacher
7103 NW 22 Avenue • 305-691-8015

Second Canaan  
Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Jeffrey L. Mack, Pastor

4343 NW 17 Avenue 305-638-1789

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Van Gaskins, Jr., Pastor/Teacher
7510 NW 15th Avenue • 305-418-0012

True Faith Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John M. Fair

1890 NW 47th Terrace • 786-262-6841

The Kingdom Agenda Worship Center
Prophetess Felicia Hamilton-Parramore

630 Sharar Avenue • 954-707-3274

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church

Rev. Michael H. Clark, Jr., Senior Pastor
1778 NW 69th Street • 305-696-4201 

New Resurrection Community Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony A. Tate

2167 NW 64th Street • 305-342-7426 

PENTECOSTAL
New Faith Deliverance Center COGIC

Pastor Dr. Willie Gaines
3257 NW 7th Avenue Circle • 305-335-4389

New Life Christian Center
Rev. Bruce Payne

5726 Washington Street • 786-536-9039 

MORAVIAN CHURCH
New Hope Moravian Church

Pastor Gregorio Moody
6001 SW 127th Avenue • 305-273-4047

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ at Coconut Grove

Minister William D. Maddox
3345 Douglas Road • 305-448-0504

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Revival Tabernacle Assembly of God 

Pastor Leonard Shaw
2085 NW 97th Street • 305-693-1356

NON DENOMINATION
Lively Stone Church of Miami

Pastor David Doriscar
8025 NW Miami Court 754-400-0899

CHURCH Listings

Call 305.694.6210 to place 
your Church Listing

Providence Road Church
Men’s retreat; Oct. 25-
27; noon – 4 p.m.; Camp 
Owaissa Bauer; 17001 SW 
264th St.; For more info, call 
786-245-5772.

South Miami Lutheran 
Church
Free special needs fitness 
sports karate kids group 
class; noon – 1 p.m.; Oct. 27; 
7190 Sunset Drive; For more 
info, call 786-210-0274.

The Redeemed Christian 
Church of God
Shekinah Nite; 6-8:30 p.m.; 
Oct. 27; 15101 NW Fifth 
Ave.; For more info, call 786-
428-0078.

Riverside Baptist Church
Free bible study for 5th 
graders; 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.; 
Oct. 28; 10775 SW 104th St.; 
RSVP at bit.ly/2R9PNjD.
Alpha and Omega Church

Kids blast with games, rides 
and prizes; 6-9 p.m.; Oct. 31; 
7800 SW 56th St.; For more 
info, call the church directly 
at 305-273-1263 or call 
Kassandra Lacayo at 786-
738-4045.

The Kingdom Agenda 
Ministries Inc.
Free counseling, tutoring, 
health screenings and 
messages of services are 
being offered by Senior 

Pastor Felicia Hamilton-
Parramore; Call 954-707-
3274 for more details.

Gathering All Parents to 
Prayer
Prayer for youth; noon every 
third Saturday; 835 NW 
119th St. Call Apostle Thelma 
Knowles at 305-332-1736 for 
more details.

Greater New Bethel Baptist 
Church
Provides behavioral health, 
intervention and treatment 
services for Black men at risk 
for HIV or substance abuse 
disorders. Call 305-627-0396 
for more details.

Sistah to Sistah 
Connection
Women’s empowerment 
meeting; 10 a.m. – noon 
every second and fourth 
Saturday; Parkway 

Professional Building in 
Miramar. Call 954-260-9348 
for more details.

The Elks Historical 
Business and Conference 
Center
Gospel Kickback with 
entertainment and fine 
dining; noon – 6 p.m. every 
Sunday; Call 305-224-1890 
for more details.

Metropolitan AME Church
Food and clothing giveaway 
every second Saturday; 
Call 786-277-4150 for more 
details.

Zion Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church
Food and clothing 
distribution; 4 p.m. every 
Wednesday; Call 786-541-
3687 for more details.

First Haitian Church of God

Food drive; 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
every Saturday; Call 786-
362-1804 for more details.

New Day N Christ 
Deliverance Ministry 
Free mind, body and soul 
self-empowerment and 
Zumba fitness classes; Call 
305-691-0018.

Florida Independent 
Restoration Ministries
Prayer for families dealing 
with drugs and alcohol; Call 
800-208-2924 ext. 102 or 
prayer line, ext 104.

MEC Ministries
Provides healing services; 
7:30 p.m. every fourth Friday; 
Call 305-693-1534 for more 
details.

The deadline for the Faith 
Calendar is on or before 2 
p.m. Mondays

COMPILED BY THE MIAMI TIMES STAFF | 
EDITORIAL@MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM          
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network’s health. 
On Friday, the city of Miami 

Neighborhood Enhancement 
Team (NET) along with the 
Miami Police Department, 
the Homeless Trust and 
other local agencies be-
gan to clean the closed-off 
streets. The city’s homeless-
ness outreach professionals 
identified the people living 
in the den and offered shel-
ter and rehabilitation pro-
grams information to them. 

City officials said that af-
ter the clean up is finished, 
open sex and drug use will 
not be tolerated in the area.   

The Homeless Trust esti-
mated that some 60-70 indi-
viduals lived in the blocked-
off area before the clean up 
took place. The Homeless 
Trust and the NET pro-
gram, along with their dif-
ferent partners will con-
tinue to conduct outreach 
in the Overtown area to 
provide information about 
shelter, health services and 
rehab programs in order 
to reduce the threat of the 
criminalization of home-
lessness.  

In another effort to help 
the homeless community 
of Miami, the city hosted 
its annual Homeless Stand 
Down at Jose Marti Park, 
last Thursday. Legal ser-
vices, job screenings, mo-
bile showers and free hair-
cuts, among other services, 
were offered to persons 
looking for a way out of 
homelessness. 

Circuit Judge Steve 
Leifman, who has been in-
volved in different home-
lessness initiatives, pre-
sided over the makeshift 
courtroom inside the park’s 
gymnasium. 

“What often happens is 
that for people who are un-
der-resourced or homeless, 
it is really hard for them 
to access complex, legal 
services,” Leifman said. 
The judge explained that 
many reasons contribute 
to homelessness, mainly 
mental health, addiction or 
lack of affordable housing. 
“Homelessness is complex,” 
he said. “We are straighten-
ing out their licenses. Also, 
If they have open cases, we 
can set aside warrants. We 
want to help them get out 
of homelessness and this 
is [a] wonderful way to do 
it.” 

Miami Times Photo/Felipe Rivas 

Homeless citizens wait to see the judge at the city’s annual Homeless Stand Down event. 

Andrew Gillum is not corrupt!
The television campaign ad-

vertisement that is currently 
being run by the Republican 
Party is basically saying that 
Tallahassee Mayor Andrew 
Gillum, is corrupt, is demean-
ing, disturbing, disingenuous 
and dishonest.  Mr. Gillum is 
not corrupt.  He is competent; 
he is capable; he is caring; he 
is confident; and he is coura-
geous. Andrew Gillum is not 
corrupt!

Listen, I am fully aware that 
politics is a rough-and-tough 
craft and it is not for the faint 
of heart, nor the thin-skinned. 
Nevertheless, our politics 
should be better than this.  
It's not about "the politics of 
personal destruction." It is 
unfortunate and ugly that his 
opponent has taken this neg-
ative approach to belittle and 
smear the character of An-
drew Gillum.

The Florida gubernatorial 
race should be about which 
candidate has the best ideas, 
policies and vision that can 
move this great state forward.  
Florida deserves better.  I be-
lieve that Mayor Gillum is 
uniquely prepared and quali-
fied to become our next gov-
ernor.  I have known Andrew 
for half of his young and im-
pressive life.  He is decent, 
dignified and positively driv-
en to make a difference for all 
"Floridians."

Andrew Gillum is not cor-
rupt!  You may disagree with 
some of his policies; that is fair 
game.  But to say he is corrupt 
is incorrect, inexplicable and 
shameful. This young man 
is a transformational leader. 
I have observed him closely 

in various leadership posi-
tions. Andrew Gillum served 
faithfully and skillfully as the 
Student Government Asso-
ciation president at Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical 
University (FAMU). He was 
a studious, steadfast, signifi-
cant and strategic thinker as 
a member of FAMU's Board 
of Trustees. He became the 
youngest elected Tallahassee 
city commissioner. As a com-
missioner, he brought vibran-
cy, vision, value and valor to 
that commission. As our may-

or, he has been a voice for dis-
tressed communities, a fighter 
for the disenfranchised, and 
an astute problem solver.  The 
mayor is not perfect, but he is 
prepared, positive, persistent 
and principled. Mayor Gillum 
is not corrupt!

Let me be clear!  Vote for 
whomever you want to for 
governor. However, if you 
want a governor who will 
fight for better wages, An-
drew Gillum is the man. If 
you want Medicaid expanded 
for the poor and sick, Andrew 
Gillum is your man. If you 
want the civil rights of former 
felons restored, Andrew Gil-
lum is your man. If you want 
Florida's archaic "Stand your 
ground law" to be amended 
or ended, Andrew Gillum is 
your man. If you want clean 
water, beautiful beaches, a 
pristine environment and en-
vironmental justice, Andrew 
Gillum is your man. If you 
want to see the minimum 
wage increased to $15 per 
hour, Andrew Gillum is your 
man.  If you want common 
sense gun laws, Andrew Gil-
lum is your man. If you want 
better schools, safer schools, 
innovative schools, Andrew 
Gillum is your man. If you 
want somebody who will 
work to save, strengthen and 
sustain the four Historically 
Black Colleges and Universi-
ties (HBCUs) in this sunshine 
state, then Andrew Gillum is 
your man. 

On Nov. 6, it is your choice: 
Andrew Gillum is not cor-
rupt!  He is a champion for 
the people! 

Be encouraged.

REVEREND DR. R.B. HOLMES,  president and publisher, Capital Outlook

Andrew Gillum
Tallahassee Mayor

You may disagree with 
some of his policies; 

that is fair game.  But 
to say he is corrupt is 
incorrect, inexplicable 

and shameful. This 
young man is a trans-

formational leader. 

“
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The most common sign of breast 
cancer is a lump or mass. Other common 
symptoms include breast swelling, skin 
irritation, the nipple turning inward, nipple 
discharge (not breast milk) and breast 
or nipple pain. These signs may be de-
tected during a breast self-exam, routine 
clinical breast exam or screening mam-
mogram. If a suspicious-looking area is 
detected, additional testing will be used 
to either confirm a breast cancer diagno-
sis or identify a benign condition.  

Three tests used to diagnose breast 
conditions are diagnostic mammogram, 
ultrasound and magnetic resonance im-
aging (MRI). A diagnostic mammogram, 
which generates X-ray pictures, focuses 
on a specific area of the breast and 
takes more detailed pictures of the ar-
eas that look abnormal. An ultrasound, 
which uses sound waves, can help 
doctors determine if an abnormality is 
a benign fluid-filled cyst or a potentially 
cancerous solid mass. MRI, which uses 
radio waves and strong magnets, is 
sometimes used to look for tumors that 
did not appear on a mammogram. 

Imaging tests can help locate a 
breast mass, but they cannot confirm 
a breast cancer diagnosis. This is 
done during a biopsy to remove cells or 
tissue samples for laboratory testing. 
There are three main types of biopsies: 

• Fine needle aspiration biopsy 
involves inserting a very thin needle 
into the suspicious area to withdraw 
cells. Ultrasound may be used to guide 
the needle if the lump cannot be easily 
located. 

• A core needle biopsy uses a slightly 

larger needle to remove three 
to five small cylinders of tissue 
from the breast abnormality. 
Larger core biopsies can be 
performed using suction to 
remove tissue samples. 

• Surgery may be 
recommended to remove 
all or part of a lump for 
examination. During an in-
cisional biopsy, a sample 
is removed from the ab-
normal area. An excisional 
biopsy involves removing 
the entire mass as well as 
a surrounding margin of 
normal tissue. 

If cancer cells are 
found after a biopsy, test 
results can determine the 
cancer type and whether 
it is invasive (likely to 
spread) or in situ (local-
ized). Invasive cancers 
are assigned a grade 
based on how closely the 
sample resembles normal 
tissue and the likelihood 
the cancer will grow and 
spread. An estrogen and 
progesterone receptor 
test can determine if 
hormone therapy may help 
stop the cancer from growing. A human 
epidermal growth factor receptor-2 test 
can measure a growth factor protein 
that may cause cancer cells to spread 
more aggressively. 

For more information visit https://
www.northshoremedical.com.

Getting to know 
the signs of 
breast cancer
NORTH SHORE MEDICAL CENTER PROVIDES 

KNOWLEDGE ON BREAST CANCER

DR. CHARLES HARRIS
Special to The Miami Times

Breast cancer can strike anyone – young or old, male or female, from all eth-
nic backgrounds and walks of life. Former first lady Betty Ford, “Good Morning 
America” anchor Robin Roberts, singer Olivia Newton-John and actor Richard 
Roundtree are all breast cancer survivors. Their breast cancer experiences 
began when the disease was diagnosed because a symptom or screening test 
suggested breast cancer. 

DR. CHARLES HARRIS
Special to The Miami Times

“You have breast cancer.” 
These are words no woman 
wants to hear, but if you did, 
what would you do? If you re-
act with disbelief, anger, anxi-
ety, resignation and then accep-
tance, you are not alone. Many 
women experience these feel-
ings, as well as shock, fear, guilt, 
sadness, grief and depression. 
Going through a wide range of 

emotions is perfectly normal and 
each person will handle them in 
different ways. The key to deal-
ing with a breast cancer diagno-
sis is to manage these emotions, 
rather than letting them manage 
you. Here are a few tips for cop-
ing with breast cancer.

LEARN ABOUT 
THE DISEASE

Learning about breast can-
cer can help you better under-
stand the type of cancer you 

have, treatment options 
and chances for recov-
ery. Knowing what you 
are up against can less-
en fears and give you 
a sense of control over 
your treatment.

TALK ABOUT IT
Many women find 

that talking to people, 
including family, friends 
or other breast cancer survi-
vors, about their feelings pro-
vides much needed emotional 
support. If you are not the talk-
ative type, try keeping a journal. 
Working through your feelings 

about cancer can 
help you maintain a 
positive attitude and 
better handle stress.

TAKE CARE OF 
YOURSELF

Find something 
you enjoy doing, like 
watching a movie, 
taking a hot bath or 
reading a book. Pay 

attention to your physical needs 
and get enough sleep, eat right 
and exercise (if you feel up to it 
and your doctor says you can). 

ASK FOR HELP

If 
y o u 
can’t get 
the house-
work done, ask 
a friend or relative 
to help you. Most peo-
ple will gladly pitch in to 
help with specific tasks, so 
don’t be afraid to ask them to 
pick something up at the gro-
cery store or watch your chil-
dren so you can go to a doctor’s 
appointment.

SEEK SPIRITUAL 
SUPPORT

Many women find that 
talking with a pastor, rabbi 

or other religious leader can 
provide comfort and guidance 
in dealing with the challenge of 
breast cancer. Reciting prayers, 
meditating or reading inspira-
tional books may help you feel 
more at peace.

The emotional stress of deal-
ing with breast cancer can be 
overwhelming, but you don’t 
have to manage it alone. Talk 
with your doctor or visit the 
American Cancer Society web-
site at www.cancer.org for in-
formation about support groups 
and programs in your area.

North Shore Medical Center offers 
tips on dealing with breast cancer

Tips on coping with breast cancer

Harris

“An ultrasound, 
which uses sound 
waves, can help 

doctors determine 
if an abnormality is 
a benign fluid-filled 
cyst or a potentially 

cancerous solid 
mass. 

Dr. Charles Harris
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DR. KRISTEN HOLLIST
Special to The Miami Times

More than half of the U.S. 
population takes prescrip-
tion medications, with an 
average of four prescrip-
tions taken by American 
adults.  Advancements in 
healthcare have resulted 
in major improvements for 
many people with different 
diseases. However with 
these advancements comes 
increasing use of medi-
cations and brings forth 
riskier consequences.

Medication-related 
problems and medication 
mismanagement are a ma-
jor public health problem 
in the U.S. According to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
about 1.3 million people 
went to the emergency 
room due to adverse effects 
in 2014 and about 124,000 
died from those events. An 
estimated $200 billion per 
year is spent in the U.S. 
toward medication-related 
morbidity and mortality. 
Many experts suggest that 
up to half of those events 
were preventable.  What 
can we do to reduce medi-
cation errors and associated 
adverse events?

Improving prescription 
safety across the U.S. will 
involve the entire health 
care sector, government in-
stitutions and communities 
to shift the culture views 
on prescription’s usage. 
Several organizations have 
already implemented sys-
tems to reduce medication 
errors, promote medication 
adherence and improve the 
overall safety of patients.

Several clinical offices are 
following medication safety 
best practices. These prac-
tices may include updating 
the patient’s health history 
every visit, making thor-
ough therapeutic decisions, 
prescribing clear instruc-
tions, counseling patients 
and many more processes.

Pharmacists, the medica-
tion experts, are increas-

ingly evolving their role to 
provide solutions that min-
imize risk to patients and 
help them reach their best 
health outcomes. Pharma-
cists may provide Medica-
tion Therapy Management, 
a personalized consultation 
that optimizes therapeutic 
outcomes through eval-
uating the safety, appro-
priateness and efficacy of 
medication treatment plans. 
In addition, they provide 
medication counseling, sug-
gest cost saving medication 
alternatives and can offer 
first line healthcare profes-
sional advice.

Safe medication use is 
a shared responsibility 
between you, your doc-
tor, the pharmacist and 
other healthcare provid-
ers. Therefore it is very 
important that patients/
caregivers take a proactive 
approach with managing 
their health. This will help 
significantly to reduce 
medication errors and help 
improve patient outcomes. 
Here are some tips on how 
to be an expert at managing 
your medication therapy.

 
MEDICATION 
SAFETY TIPS

1. KNOW YOUR MED-
ICINE

Know what you’re put-
ting inside of your body, es-
pecially medications.  You 
should have a basic knowl-
edge on what medications 
you’re taking and their 
purpose. This will help you 
to communicate easier with 
your healthcare team. This 
will also help you to make 
more informed decisions 
related to your health.  

 2. KEEP A LIST
Keep a current list of your 

medications that details 
your medication’s name, 
strength, dosing frequency, 
precautions, drug allergies 
and any other significant 
details. Make sure the list 
includes over-the-counter 
drugs, herbal medications 
and supplements. Bring this 
list to your medical appoint-

ments, pharmacy and any 
emergency room visits. This 
will help your providers 
adjust your medications and 
identify potential interac-
tions.

  
3. TAKE YOUR MEDI-

CINE
Taking your medication as 

prescribed can help reduce 
future chronic disease 
related complications and 
hospitalizations. There are 
many medications that you 
may feel like they aren’t 
making any difference, 
however the medicines may 
be indicated for prevention 
and/or maintenance. Always 
follow your physicians and/
or medications’ directions 
on how and when to take 
the medication. This also 
includes precautions, such 
as avoid alcohol or take with 
food. This will help ensure 
that your medication thera-
py is safe and effective.

 
4. GET ORGANIZED 

AND SET A ROUTINE
It can be challenging to 

keep up with taking your 
medications on a daily basis, 
especially if you’re taking 4 
or more. Analyze your daily 
routine and figure out the 
easiest way for you to re-
member to take 

your medicines. Use pill 
organizers, phone reminders 
and medication phone apps 
to help you manage your 
medications. Plan ahead by 
refilling your medications 
at least one to two weeks 
earlier and pay attention to 
your remaining refills. 

 
5. USE ONE PHARMA-

CY
Sticking to one pharmacy 

has shown to reduce med-
ication errors and improve 
safety.  However, there are 
many people that use multi-
ple pharmacies to save mon-
ey on prescriptions. Health 
care costs have been rising 
and more people are using 
multiple pharmacies to save 
money on prescriptions. If 
you are using more than one 
pharmacy, make sure to pro-
vide an updated medication 
list for them to check for 
possible interactions.

 
6. KEEP YOUR MEDI-

CATIONS SAFE
Medications can be life-

saving when used appro-
priately and deadly when 
used incorrectly.  Ensure 
that your medications are 
labeled correctly to avoid 
taking the wrong medica-

tion or over dosing. Keep 
medications stored safely 
away from children.

 
7. ASK QUESTIONS
Ask to be counseled on all 

of your medications, espe-
cially when you’re starting 
a new therapy. There is 
always more to know about 
your medication than just 
how many times a day do 
you take it. Your doctor and 
pharmacist are valuable 
resources for drug infor-
mation. Let your questions 
help them know what 
additional information to 
provide you.

 
8. COMMUNICATE 

WITH YOUR PROVID-
ERS

Tell your doctor or phar-
macist if you have a prob-
lem taking the medication 
for any reason, including 
cost or side effects. Fortu-
nately, there are many op-
tions available. Your provid-
ers would be able to explore 
the best option for you.

Dr. Kristen Hollist is the 
co-owner of Optimal Health 
Medical Center in Miami 
Gardens. For more informa-
tion, visit https://optimal-
healthmc.com/

OCTOBER IS RX MONTH

Prescription medications: The do’s and the don’ts
Try to keep a list of all drugs you 
take to avoid adverse interactions

Safe medication 
use is a shared 

responsibility between 
you, your doctor, 

the pharmacist and 
other healthcare 

providers. Therefore 
it is very important 

that patients/
caregivers take a 

proactive approach 
with managing their 

health."

Dr. Kristen Hollist

“

HEALTH & WELLNESS

DR. CHARLES HARRIS
Special to The Miami Times

Over the past 20 years, the rate at 
which women are diagnosed with ovar-
ian cancer has fallen, but this disease 
is still crucial to monitor as it accounts 
for more deaths than any other cancer 
of the female reproductive 
system. According to the 
American Cancer Society, 
a woman's risk of getting 
ovarian cancer during her 
lifetime is about 1 in 75, and 
white women are more likely 
to develop this disease than 
any other ethnicity. 

In order to get the right 
treatment for ovarian cancer, 
you must seek out an on-
cologist, a doctor that specializes in 
treating tumors. There are two main 
treatments used to treat ovarian can-
cer – surgery and chemotherapy.

Surgery is often the initial treatment 
of choice used in the early stages of di-
agnosis. Surgery is completed through 
a series of biopsies in your abdomen 
and pelvis to have the affected ova-
ry and fallopian tube removed. This 
treatment option gives you the ability 
to still give birth. However, if you have 

had menopause or don’t want any more 
children, both ovaries will be removed.

More advanced stages of ovarian can-
cer require chemotherapy. This is used 
when the cancer has spread beyond the 
ovary. The aim for this treatment is to 
shrink all the cancer cells and reduce 
the risk of it returning. You may still 

have surgery before or after 
chemotherapy, depending how 
many cells have been impact-
ed. In severe cases, radio-
therapy is used to relieve the 
symptoms of the disease.

Targeted therapy is a newer 
form of cancer treatment that 
uses drugs or other substances 
to invade cancer cells while 
doing little to no harm to your 
normal cells.

Immunotherapy is another type of 
treatment used to combat cancer. This 
approach uses a vaccine that allows 
the immune system to identify 
cancerous cells and like targeted 
therapy, attacks the harmful ones. 
According a recent study, the effec-
tiveness of this treatment proved to 
be a success.

Dr. Charles Harris is the chief of 
staff at North Shore Medical Center 
in Miami. 

GETTING ON THE PATH TO

OVARIAN CANCER TREATMENT
Ovarian cancer is accountable for more deaths 

in women compared to any other cancers

Harris
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.  — Romans 8:28

Apostolic 
Revival Center

Services

305-836-1224

Wed. Intercessory Prayer 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Morning Service 11 a.m.
Sun.-Eve. Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Fri. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

6702 N.W. 15th Avenue

Rev. Dr. Gilbert 
S. Smith 

Jordan Grove Missionary
Baptist Church

Services
Early Worship   7 a.m.
Sunday School  9 a.m.

NBC  10:05 a.m.
Worship   11 a.m. 
Worship   4 p.m.

Mission and Bible 

5946 N.W. 12th Avenue

 Pastor Douglas 
Cook, Sr.

Liberty City  
Church of Christ

Services

305-836-4555

Sunday Morning 8 a.m.
Sunday School  10 a.m.
Sunday Evening 5 p.m.

Tue. Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Fellowship 10 a.m.

1263 N.W. 67th Street

Evangelist 
Eric W. Doss

New Vision For 
Christ Ministries

Services

305-899-7224

Early Sunday Worship  7:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...6 p.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

13650 N.E. 10th Avenue

Rev. Michael 
D. Screen

Brownsville 
Church of Christ

Services

305-634-4850

Lord Day Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 7:30pm

Thurs. Morn. Bible Class 10 a.m.

4561 N.W. 33rd Court

Min. Harrell 
L. Henton

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church

Services

305-691-8861

Sunday 7:30 and 11 a.m. 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m    Sunday School
Tuesday   7 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m   Prayer Meeting

1470 N.W. 87th Street

Rev. Dr. C.A. 
Ivery, Pastor

Hosanna Community 
Baptist Church

Services

305-637-4404

Sunday School  8:30 a.m.
Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Study,  
Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry 
Mon.-Fri. 2-6:30 p.m.

2171 N.W. 56th Street

Rev. Charles 
Lee Dinkins

93rd Street Community
Missionary Baptist Church

Services

305-836-0942

7:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
11 a.m. ..Morning Worship

Evening Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday  6 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Website: cmbc.org

2330 N.W. 93rd Street

Pastor Rev. 
Carl Johnson

New Birth Baptist Church,  
The Cathedral of Faith International 

Services
Sunday Worship 7 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday (Bible Study) 6:45p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
10:45 a.m.

1 (800) 254-NBBC
305-685-3700 

Fax: 305-685-0705
www.newbirthbaptistmiami.org

2300 N.W. 135th Street
Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher

Pembroke Park Church of Christ

Services
SUNDAY
Bible Study  9 a.m.
Morning Worship. 10 a.m.
Evening Worship  6 p.m.

TUESDAY

Bible Study  10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

www.PembrokeParkChurchOfChrist.comMinister Kevin 
D. Jones, Sr

954-962-9327
305-751-9323 3707 S.W. 56th Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33023

ISHEKA N. HARRISON
ishekah@gmail.com

LaShawn Spry is a 
self-proclaimed “purpose 
pusher” and after five min-
utes of speaking with her, it 
becomes evident she’s given 
herself the right title. Full 
of passion and electrifying 
energy, Spry uses her gift of 
speaking to encourage oth-
ers to live their best God-or-
dained lives. 

Along with her husband, 
Robert “Bobby” Spry II, Spry 
co-pastors The Purpose 
Church, located at 2748 NW 
167 St., in Miami Gardens. 

“The mission is literal-
ly to propel people to pur-
pose through ministry. That 
is our goal,” Spry said. “To 
see everyone, every life that 
we touch, every person that 
enters the church –  even if 
they don’t stay – to ignite 
that spark or fan that flame 

of purpose in every person 
we come into contact with. 
That’s our mission for life.”

The youngest of six chil-
dren and a preacher’s child, 
Spry was born and raised 
in North Miami Beach in a 
strict Pentecostal household. 
She admits it made her turn 
away from the church and 
she had to get to know God 
for herself as an adult. But 
when she returned to her 
faith at age 30, she was all in.

“A co-worker of mine in-
vited me to church, but I’d 
been at the club so I told her 
I’d come if I got up. …,” Spry 
said. “I woke up early – and 
to this day I still can’t believe 
I got up that early – and I got 
ready for church. That was 
June of 2007 so I dedicated 
my life to Christ and I have 
not looked back.” 

Not looking back seems 
like an understatement for 
Spry. Since returning to 
ministry, she’s been going 
full throttle for Jesus. In ad-
dition to being a pastor, she 
is a motivational speaker, 
life coach and author who 
works in Corporate America 
while raising she and Rob-
ert’s seven kids and pursuing 
a degree in psychology from 
Liberty University. She calls 
women like herself “Boss 
Wivez.”

“A boss wife is a wom-
an that is successful in her 
mindset, in her marriage, in 
the ministry and in the mar-
ketplace,” Spry said. “This is 
a woman that is successful 
all around, but she attributes 
her success to God, her love 
for God and putting God 
first.”  

She’ll be hosting an event 
to honor five such women 
on Sunday, Dec. 9 at 4 p.m. 
at The Rotary Club of Holly-
wood, located at 2349 Taylor 
St. It’s an event that speaks 
to her passion for teaching 
other women how to win     

at life.
“My passion is for women, 

to see women live success-
fully in every area of their 
lives – their faith, their fam-
ilies, their finances and their 
futures. I want to help push 
them to their purpose so 
everything that I do centers 
around that,” Spry said.

As someone who has dealt 
with fear and discourage-
ment in her own life, Spry 
believes her experiences are 
meant to equip her to help 
others. To help accomplish 
this, she will be releasing 
her first hardcopy book, “40 
Lessons to 40” later this year. 
Her eBook, “Ten Principles 
to Becoming a Purpose Driv-
en Woman” is available now. 

“Fear is nothing but an il-
lusion. It’s the possibility of 
what might happen. Most 
times, it’s not even some-
thing that happens. I have fi-
nally come to grips with the 
fact that everything that I go 
through is for me to have the 
ability to help somebody else 
that’s going to go through 
that during this journey to 
our destiny. Whether I was 
grappling with fear or strug-
gling with my faith, I know 
that I had to go through it to 
help somebody else,” Spry 
said.

Her weapons to overcome 
trials and difficulties are 
prayer, faith and belief in 
God’s word. 

“Prayer has saved my life. 

Just because you are aware of 
what your purpose is, doesn’t 
mean there isn’t a process 
that you’re going to have to 
go through before you can 
live it out. Even when you’re 
living it out, you’re still go-
ing to face challenges and 
difficulties … so prayer has 
been my strength because 
that’s when I can communi-
cate with God and be honest 
with Him,” Spry said.

She wants people to un-
derstand they don’t have to 
hide anything from God. 

“You can tell God exact-
ly how you feel. He already 
knows anyway so we don’t 
have to pretend for Him. You 
can go to Him full out … then 
you can be quiet and listen 
to the still of His voice and 
the comfort in His word,” 
Spry said.

She credits taking God at 
His word and having a great 
support system – including 
having a husband she de-
scribes as “the best” – with 
helping her get where she is 
today.

“We have to believe God; 
we have to trust Him; and 
we have to know that what 
He says is true, what He says 
is yes and amen.

To learn more about The 
Purpose Church, call 786-505-
3558. 

Do you know a spiritual 
leader who should be featured 
in this column? Email Isheka 
at ishekah@gmail.com.

Pastor
OF THE WEEKOF THE WEEK

LaShawn Spry

Leader uses talents to help others find their purpose

LaShawn Spry teaches women to 
live their best lives through faith

DAVID MARKUS 
Special to the Miami Times

To my great surprise I had a 
heart attack at home during box-
ing training with my trainer. I 
thought I was having gas pains. 
My wife had the presence of 
mind to look at me and told me, 
you’re going to the hospital. If it 
wasn’t for her I probably would 
have never went to the hospital. 
We went out to the car and she 
took another look at me and de-
cided we needed to call 911. The 
emergency personnel came and 
were debating whether it was a 
heart attack or a case of anxiety. 
By the time I got to the hospi-
tal, the doctor who was on call 
made the determination it was a 
heart attack. 

Ten minutes later, I was in the 
operating room (the Cath lab) 
with Dr. Juan Velasquez who 
saved my life. He put a stent in 
and I was out of the hospital in 
two days. My life today is be-
cause of him. Three weeks after 
I went to the hospital I was able 
to go on a vacation to Mexico 
for a week. 

Dr. Velasquez answered my 
questions directly. He spoke to 
me one-on-one and never in a 
condescending way. He was al-
ways supportive and construc-
tive. Dr. Velasquez is someone 
I have a lot of confidence in and 
I will be forever grateful to him. 
He’s a great doctor and has a 
fantastic bedside manner. 

I didn’t have the tradition-
al warning signs you’ve heard 

about for a heart attack like 
stiffness in the arms or chest. 
I had what I thought was a gas 
attack. I took a break from the 
boxing training I was doing and 
after 10 minutes I realized that 
it wasn’t going away and some-
thing was wrong. I don’t have a 
history of heart disease in my 
family. It just never occurred 
to me that I was having a heart 
attack. 

Dr. Velasquez explained to 
me that a piece of plaque in my 
artery had broken off, a very 
random event that could’ve 
happened at any time. He told 
me that if I hadn’t gotten to the 
hospital when I did that things 
could have been worse. Dr. Ve-
lasquez said I had 90 minutes 
from when that piece of plaque 
broke off and clogged my heart 

for them to put a stent in and 
open up the blood flow. I was at 
about the 65-minute mark. 

Most of my heart wasn’t re-
ceiving blood. Dr. Velasquez 
explained to me that once a 
piece of plaque breaks off and 
clogs the heart the way it did in 
my case, you have a 90-minute 
window to seek treatment or 
it may be fatal. He told me that 
my blocked artery is nicknamed 
the widow maker because so 
many people pass away from 
it randomly. Fortunately, that 
didn’t happen to me. It rare-
ly presents symptoms. I was 
in good hands. I was in a place 
where people knew what they 
were doing. Reaction time was 
quick and they took care of me 
and saved my life. 

The stent procedure itself was 

not painful. Once they gave me 
the morphine I wasn’t in any 
pain or distress. I was in the hos-
pital just for recuperating and 
monitoring. After I came out of 
the operating room after sever-
al hours, I felt fine. I was ready 
to go right then but they insist-
ed on keeping me for a while to 
make sure everything was OK. 

I am in the best shape of my 
life. I feel great. I have a good 
mental attitude and I feel I have 
been given a second chance at 
life that I’m going to use. 

I am so thankful that my heart 
attack led me to Dr. Juan Velas-
quez who saved my life. He’s my 
doctor today. I have complete 
confidence and faith in him. I 
am glad I was taken to North 
Shore Medical Center in Miami 
where I received the best treat-

ment anyone could ever have. 
The nurses at the North Shore 
Medical Center were attentive. 
If I had to be taken somewhere I 
am glad I was taken there. They 
literally saved my life. 

Dr. Velasquez’s office was a 
pleasure to go to; it was conve-
nient and the parking lot was 

easy to get in and out of. Most 
importantly, Dr. Velasquez pays 
attention to you and it’s a plea-
sure to go to his office. 

Dr. Velasquez told me live my 
life to the fullest and that’s what 
I am doing.

David Markus, a Miami native, 
is a criminal defense attorney.

Man’s life saved after surprise heart attack
Former North Shore Medical Center patient recounts his experience with doctor during and after treatment

Photo courtesy of North Shore Medical Center

Pastoral appreciation at 
Apostolic Revival Center

The congregation of the 
Apostolic Revival Center 
invites you to join us as we 
praise God for a man and 
woman of God, Dr. and Sis. 
G.S. Smith, for their 48th 
Pastoral Appreciation on Oc-
tober 23 – 26 at 7 p.m. night-
ly. The theme will be “Still 
Running the Race,” Hebrews 
12:12. In summation of the 
week-long Pastor’s Appreci-
ation Celebration, we will be 
celebrating the “50th Wed-
ding Vow Renewal Ceremo-
ny of Dr. Gilbert S. Smith and 
Mrs. Geneva O. Smith on Sat-
urday, October 27 at 4 p.m. at 
the JW Marriott Hotel, 1109 
Brickell Avenue, Miami, FL 
33131. 

We are praising God for 
true visionaries that have 
stood the test of time through 
their ministry and marriage. 
They have faithfully followed 
the call of God and brought 
a ministry from a storefront 

church in the ghetto of Miami 
to an international ministry 
that spans three continents, 
with over 300 churches, all 
praising God and eager to 
share the message of salva-
tion and deliverance through 
the power of Jesus Christ. 

For more information, 
please call Sis. Ernestine 
Cowart at 954-558-8444.

Dr. and Sis. G.S. Smith
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Gregg L. Mason
HORACE SIMS, SR., 

98, retired 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
worker, died 
October 14. 
S u r v i v o r s 
i n c l u d e : 
d a u g h t e r s , 
Renee Hutchinson (Phillip) 
of West Palm Beach and 
Neatley Mimi (Robert) of Ft. 
Lauderdale; son, Horace Sims, 
Jr. of Miami; grandchildren, 
Kimberly Edwards (Fredrick), 
Louis Lamb (Latoya), Durwin 
Lamb, Trashanna Melvin, 
Ashley Hutchinson, Elijah 
Hutchinson, Wesley Sims, 
Ricari Mimi; and other relatives 
and friends. Viewing 7-9 p.m., 
Thursday at Roanoke Baptist 
Church, West Palm Beach, 
FL. Viewing 5-8 p.m., Friday 
at Gregg L. Mason Chapel. 
Service 1 p.m., Saturday at 
Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist 
Church. Interment: Caballero 
Rivero Dade North.

Remember to ask 
for your discount 
coupon to place 

your Card of Thanks 
in The Miami Times

Nakia Ingraham
JEANILA JOSPEH, 88, 

homemaker, died October 5. 
Service 10 a.m., Saturday in 
the chapel. 

KAYDEN CESAR, 4, died 
October 11 
at Broward 
Health Hospital. 
Arrangements 
are incomplete. 

GEORGE D. JOY, 71, 
j o u r n a l i s t , 
died October 
16 at home.  
Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

HENRY BROWN, 46, died 
October 11 at Jackson Memorial 
Hospital.  Services were held.

Hadley Davis MLK

Range
MINNIE WHITE KEMP, 80, 

retired Miami-
Dade County 
Public Schools 
teacher, died 
October 19. 
Survived by 
her husband, 
Gladston C. Kemp; children: 
Sharon Wright (Adisa), Alecia 
and Angela Kemp, and 
grandchildren: Jamila Asha 
Wright and Roland Smith III. 
Viewing 6-8 p.m., Friday at 
Christian Fellowship Missionary 
Baptist Church, 8100 NW 17 
Avenue, Miami, FL 33147. 
Service 1 p.m., Saturday at the 
church with Pastor Benjamin 
Parrott officiating. Interment 
will follow at Vista Memorial 
Gardens and Funeral Home, 
14200 NW 57 Avenue, Miami 
Lakes, FL 33014. 

WILBERT  LEE, 83, retired 
correction officer, died October 
17. Service 1 p.m., Saturday, 
November 3 at Peaceful Zion 
Missionary Baptist Church. 

MILTON TYRONE STUBBS, 
55, orthopedic tech, died 
October 5. Private services 
were held. 

Mitchell
CLAUDIA M. EVERETT, 72, 

retired sky chef, 
died October 
19 at home. 
Survived by 
husband, John 
L. Everett; sons, 
John Everett 
( d e c e a s e d ) , 
Jerry Thomas; two loving 
granddaughters, Shirkera, 
Shanti; four great grandkids. 
Service 11 a.m., Saturday 
at Greater New Macedonia 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Richardson
MARY LOWE, 53, 

h o m e m a k e r , 
died October 
14 at Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 12 p.m., 
Saturday at 
Refuge Church 
of Our Lord.

BARBARA JEAN DURDEN, 
75, retired 
teacher, died 
at home. 
Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Mount Calvary 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

KENNETH SCOTT, 63, 
laborer, died 
October 14 
at Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 11 a.m., 
Friday in the 
chapel.

CHARLES FREDERICK 
A D D E R L E Y , 
94, retired 
printer, died 
October 11 at 
Miami Veteran 
Administration 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 12 
p.m., Saturday Mount Olivette 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Hadley Davis
Miami Gardens

DEREK KIRKLAND, 56, 
laborer, died 
October 4. 
Services are 
held.

NARCISO ALBERTI, JR., 
61, hairstylist, 
died October 
18 at home. 
Service 2 p.m., 
Friday in the 
chapel.

Eternal Rest
DR. FREDERICK 

F E R G U S O N , 
58, medical 
doctor, died 
October 15. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Temple Baptist 
Church.

Royal
JURRIE MCCLARY, 96, 

landscaper, died 
October 10 at 
Jackson North. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
93rd Community 
Baptist Church.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

ANDREA ELAINE 
JOHNSON

06/08/1960 - 10/30/2016

To some you are forgotten, 
but to the ones who loved 
you, your memories will 
always last.

Your mother, Dorothy 
Singleton; brothers, Jacques, 
David, Edward Murray; sister, 
Jan Pierre-Jerome and host 
of family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

DEACON ALLAN L. 
MCPHEE

08/11/1943 - 10/30/2016
  

When God saw you getting 
tired and a cure was not to be. 
He put His arms around you 
and whispered come to me.

He didn’t like what you went 
through, so he gave you rest. 
His heavenly choir must be 
awesome, God only takes the 
best.

Forever In My Heart.
Your wife, Carol.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

VINCENT “DWAYNE”
BURSE I

03/19/1960 - 10/02/2016

GENIE VIOLA BURSE
04/04/1959 - 10/24/2017

“Together in Life” - “Together 
in Heaven” “Hallelujah” 
Forever loved and missed by 
your sons, Vincent Dwayne 
Burse II, Victor Dwoyne 
Burse and all of our families 
and friends.

NETTIE MAE CRAWFORD, 
95, homemaker, died October 
20.  Service 11 a.m., Saturday 
at New Mt. Calvary Missionary 
Baptist Church, Miami.

Eric L. WIlson

Range-Coconut Grove
MOTHER ROSE MARIE 

KEELS, 82, 
died October 
17 at home. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Greater Faith 
Temple F.B. 
Church.

PERRY GLENN, 66, died 
October 18 
at Mt. Sinai 
Medical Center. 
Services were 
held.

HORACE E. TAYLOR, 
59, head 
custodian, died 
October 16 at 
Jackson South 
C o m m u n i t y 
H o s p i t a l . 
Services were 
held. 

DENNIS ARTHUR 
R O B I N S O N , 
53, carpenter, 
died October 
19 in Atlanta, 
GA. He is 
survived by his 
loving parents, 
Judy Robinson 
Lathan and Early Robinson; two 
brothers, Roderick (Lisa) and 
Johnnie; seven lovely children, 
Tasheka Robinson  (Chad) of 
Miami, FL; six others in Atlanta 
Tavoris Thomas, Shrika Evans, 
Diamond Robinson Allen (Ali), 
Nicholas Robinson, and Selvyn 
Robinson; many aunts, uncles, 
grandchildren and friends. 
Special friend, Derrick Sheldon. 
Dennis was and will remain 
loved in all of our hearts. Now 
may he rest in peace. Final 
rites in Atlanta, GA.

Meadows

Wright and Young
GLENDA PATTERSON, 62, 

lead medical 
s t e r i l i z a t i o n 
technician, died 
October 16. 
Service 2 p.m., 
Saturday at New 
Birth.

LATRON JOHNSON, 39, 
self-employed, 
died October 5.

ELIGAH JENKINS, 58, 
dishwasher, died October 10. 

BABY GIRL DUHART.

Gregory B. Lovette - GA
VINCENT J. VAN, 53, retired 

c o r r e c t i o n a l 
officer, died 
October 22 in 
Atlanta, GA. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday in 
Lawrenceville, 
GA.

Hall Ferguson Hewitt
SALLIE MAE WILSON, 61, 

cafeteria worker, 
died October 16. 
Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

JOHN JOSEPH, 81, labor-
er, died October 
12. Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Gamble Me-
morial Church of 
God.

ADRIAN CODY, 50, admis-
sion rep., died 
Oct 13. Service 
12 p.m., Satur-
day at St. City 
Church of God.

Eric S. George
 MR. LORRAINE JOHNSON, 

died October 
20. Service 10 
a.m., Saturday 
at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church.

CURTIS HINSON, SR., 
84, correction 
officer, died 
October 18. 
Service 11 
a.m., Friday at 
St. Matthews 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

Grace

The Associated Press

Raye Montague, a trailblaz-
ing Black woman from Arkan-
sas who revolutionized the 
way the U.S. Navy designed 
ships, has died. She was 83.

Montague, who had a 33-
year career in the Navy, de-
veloped a computer program 
that created rough drafts of 
ship specifications. She told 
the Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette in 2012 that the program 
allowed the Navy to cut the 

time it took to build a ship’s 
draft design from two years 
to 18 hours and 26 minutes.

The newspaper reports she 
died Oct. 10 at a hospital in 
Little Rock. Her son, David 
Montague, says his mother 
died of congestive heart fail-
ure.

Raye Montague, a civilian 
engineer, fought discrimina-
tion during her career. When 
a co-worker wouldn’t show 
her how to operate a comput-
er, she taught herself.

“I had to run circles around 
people, but when they found 
out I really knew what I was 
talking about they came to 
respect me,” Montague told 
the newspaper. “I worked 
long hours and traveled for 
the job because I couldn’t say 
I wanted the same wages as 
the guys if I couldn’t. I had to 
do all the same things, within 
reason, that they did.”

Her son said, “She always 
made it a point to just try to 
meet every challenge with a 
smile.”

Montague’s work became 
widely recognized after the 
release of the movie “Hidden 
Figures” in 2016. The film told 
the story of the work done 
by black female mathemati-
cians during the early days of 
NASA.

A 2017 article on the Navy’s 
website about Montague not-
ed she was known as the Na-
vy’s “hidden figure.”

Montague was born in 1935 
in Little Rock and grew up in 
segregated Arkansas. David 
Montague said his mother 
was unable to pursue engi-
neering in college because 
the University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville wouldn’t accept 
black students at the time. 
So Raye Montague attended 
Arkansas Agricultural, Me-
chanical and Normal College 
— now the University of Ar-
kansas at Pine Bluff — and 
studied business instead.

After graduating in 1956, 
she went to Washington, 
D.C., determined to find a job 
related to engineering. She 
started as a clerk typist with 
the Navy and worked her way 
up to become its first female 
program manager of ships.

“She was involved with 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) before 
it was sexy,” said Anna Beth 
Gorman, executive director 
of Women’s Foundation Ar-
kansas.

Montague, who was award-
ed the Meritorious Civilian 
Service Award by the Navy, 
moved home in 2006 to be 
closer to her son David and 
his family. She was inducted 
into the Arkansas Women’s 
Hall of Fame this year.

David Montague said that 
despite her busy work sched-
ule and career goals, his 
mother, who was divorced, 
always made sure to take 
him to Boy Scout meetings 
and rarely missed a bowling 
match.

Raye Montague who 
had trailblazing Navy 
career dies at 83
Black woman from Arkansas cre-
ated rough drafts of ship specifica-

Raye Montague

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

RUBY MAE CHEEVER 
RUCKER

10/22/1918 - 08/22/2011

Although you have both 
transitioned, the examples, 
the foundation, and the love 
you and Dad both shared 
with and instilled in me, will 
never be forgotten and will 
always be celebrated.

  Happy Heavenly 
100th Birthday!   

From your loving son,
  Jimmie Cheever

Death Notice

EARL FORD GLENN, 82, 
financial planner, of Cutler 
Bay, died Oct. 22 at Kindred 
Hospital. Survivors including 
wife, Mrs. Azalee Glenn; and 
a host of other relatives and 
friends. Viewing 5-7 p.m., 
Friday at Greater St. Paul 
A.M.E. Church, Coconut 
Grove. Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday at the church.  
Arrangements entrusted 
to Range - Coconut Grove 
Funeral Home.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

CAROLYN CLEAR
10/29/1945 - 08/21/2014

We miss you dearly.
The Family

Obituaries are due  
4:30 p.m., Tuesday

305-694-6210


