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Liberty Square Rising wants 
to rise – up to eight stories if 
the city of Miami allows a re-
zoning request.

Miami planners last 
Wednesday and Saturday 
showed residents a presen-
tation of zoning changes Mi-
ami-Dade County wants to 
make at Liberty Square. It 
would include making ad-
justments to the city’s Future 
Land Use Map and making 
changes to Liberty Square’s 
Miami 21 zoning classifi-

cation. Right now, Liberty 
Square is zoned multi-family 
residential, which is what has 
been its primary use since it 
was built in 1937.

In oder to add commercial 
such as a grocery store and 
to build up to eight stories of 
residence, the area must be 
rezoned. If approved, build-
ings facing Northwest 62 
Street will be zoned restrict-
ed commercial. Later, even 
more density may be sought.

The city’s planning and 
zoning board will take up 
the issue Dec. 19 and make 
recommendations. Then the 

changes will be presented to 
the City Commission in Janu-
ary or February 2019 with the 
second reading in spring or 
summer. 

But residents didn’t want 
to hear much about zoning. 
Actually, many residents said 
they knew nothing of the 
meeting.

“I don’t google, so how am 
I going to find out about the 
meetings?” said Anna  Wil-
liams, a former resident who 
said that she wasn’t told 
anything about the meeting 
even though she is actively 
involved at Liberty Square.

Most residents came with 
questions about the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program, 
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Miami had the highest 
new infections of 
HIV/AIDS rate per 

 capita of any U.S. city.

HOMELESSNESS UNDER BRIDGE PROMPTS TOWN HALL, SURVEILLANCE

OPIOID DEN FLOURISHES

47
per 100,000 people

STUDY

IN OVERTOWN

One of the many homeless 
people seeking shelter in the 
closed-off section of Overtown 
underneath the 836 bridge. 
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In Overtown, the area under the 836 
Expressway continues to attract a 
concentration of homeless people, 
many of whom suffer from HIV/AIDS 
and opioid drug addiction. Earlier this 
month, Miami City officials mandated 
the closure of Northwest First and 
Northwest Second avenues along 
Northwest 14th Street, in an effort 
to investigate the activity under the 
bridge.

Described as an “opioid den,” the 
city and different local and state agen-
cies are assessing the situation and 
developing a plan to help the indigent 
people who sleep under the bridge. 
Meanwhile, discarded needles and 
drug paraphernalia litter the dimly lit 
streets, causing concern for educa-
tors of schools in the vicinity and 
residents who live nearby. 

Right in front of the den are apart-
ment buildings; the Overtown Youth 
Center is even closer.

On Oct. 4, Frederick Douglass Ele-
mentary School principal Yolanda 

Ellis sent a letter to parents ad-
dressing the reported incidents of 
individuals sleeping close to school 
grounds, who leave behind refuse and 
debris. Ellis, in an interview, said nee-

dles have been found on the school 
grounds, located at 314 NW 12th St., 
about two blocks south of the home-
less commune. 

The letter to parents does not men-
tion needles; it only advises parents 
and students to stay vigilant and re-
port suspicious activity to school ad-
ministration or a school police officer. 
Similar letters were sent to parents 

of students at other nearby schools 
such as Phillis Wheatley Elementary, 
Paul Laurence Dunbar K-8 Center, 
Booker T. Washington Senior High and 
iPreparatory Academy. Similar findings 
have occurred at those schools. 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
board member Dorothy Ben-
dross-Mindingall said police are 
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Conceptual Renderings

A rendering presented during a rezoning meeting last week shows buildings up to 
eight stories at Liberty Square.

It is getting worse 

and worse. We don’t 

mean no harm; 

we just don’t have 

anywhere to go. We 

are not trying to hurt 

anybody; we are just 

trying to live.”

Gary Polite

“
Miami Times photos/Felipe Rivas

View of the closed off sector along Northwest 14th Street. 

Liberty Square may rise up to eight stories
Section 8 voucher program drowned 
out discussions about the rezoning
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Please, no bait and 
switch in Liberty 

Square Rising

Last week, Liberty Square residents heard about a 
rezoning request that Miami-Dade County is mak-
ing to Miami. Liberty Square is a public housing 
project, located in the city of Miami, built under 

the auspices of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. The Public Housing and Community Develop-
ment department administers the program, and has executed 
a 75-year lease with Related Urban Development Group. But 
land-use changes fall to the city.

The county applied to have much of Liberty Square rezoned 
from multifamily residential to include exclusive commercial 
use, buildings that could rise up to eight stories and buildings 
that will allow both residential and commercial structures.

The proposed residences in Related Urban’s proposal that 
the county approved in 2016 called for garden-style apart-
ments.

Liberty Square Rising is the county’s largest undertaking 
of a public housing revamp, valued at $307 million. Liber-
ty Square is bound by Northwest 62nd and Northwest 67th 
streets and Northwest 15th and Northwest 12th avenues. It 
includes rebuilding residences at  Lincoln Gardens, located 
at 4701 NW 24th Ct., in Brownsville. The developments have 
always been touted as a mix of residential, retail and com-
mercial with public housing, rentals and homes for sale. But 
the rising stories were not a part of the proposal. It seems to 
use rezoning to introduce a new design is a bait and switch.

The phrase “bait and switch” has come up often when dis-
cussing the Lincoln Gardens portion of the development. Not 
only are Brownsville residents sometimes unaware of meet-
ings, when they do attend, they are hearing about new plans 
and changes.

This is why the argument that residents wanted vouchers 
and developers and the county are just giving them what they 
want is ringing a bit hollow. 

Developers have been resistant to give the residents of 
Brownsville what they want. Why are they so eager to give 
the residents of the Liberty Square what they want? The 
Housing Choice Voucher program, known as Section 8, al-
lows residents to move into a residence run by a landlord 
who will accept the voucher in addition to payments from 
the renter. Community advocates worry that once residents 
leave Liberty Square it will be difficult for them to return 
since there is no clear path to returning. The worst fear of 
some advocates is that when the residents leave, people who 
don’t look like them will occupy the new structures.

Developers said they would rehab empty units and allow 
residents to move into them temporarily while their units 
are under construction. Seems a cost-savings for the devel-
oper if they don’t have to rehab the units and move residents 
around. Community advocates need to keep a close watch 
on this, to make sure the residents of Liberty Square are not 
getting bulldozed.

As one advocate pointed out, “Why would people give up 
the opportunity to live in new units, to live in a landlord’s 
rental?”

CARTOON CORNER

I refuse to be the token Black person
As celebrated as it is to be 

the first Black [fill in the blank], 
I have no interest in ever hold-
ing this title. It is 2018. Being 
Black is wonderful. I love ev-
ery day of it. However, as a col-
lege professor, I cringe when I 
have a student tell me I am his 
or her “first Black science pro-
fessor,” or even worse, his or 
her “first Black professor.”

Last semester I sat in a 
bathroom stall collecting my 
thoughts as I stared pensively 
at a roll of one-ply toilet pa-
per. A 20-something-year-old 
student told me I was his first 
Black teacher in his life. His 
entire life. Not part of his life 
or the adult half of his life, but 
within his whole human ex-
istence a Black teacher never 
graced his educational expe-
rience.

Let’s jump back to STEM 
(Science, Technology, Edu-
cation and Mathematics) in-
structors. As an anatomy and 
physiology, biology and some-

times environmental science 
professor, Black and brown 
folks can be limited. You may 
see us cleaning the labs, taking 
out the trash and spit-shining 
the whiteboards in the science 
classrooms, but it’s rare to see 
us holding the pointer and 
standing behind the podium. 
Don’t shoot the messenger, I 
just work here.

Some quick stats are as fol-
lows:

• According to PEW re-
search, Black persons and His-
panic/Latino persons make 
up over 25 percent of the U.S. 
population, but around 1 per-
cent of STEM professionals

• PEW and other sources 
attribute the gap, not to Black 
and brown kids' lack of inter-
ests in STEM, nor is it linked 
to deficiencies in intellectual 
aptitude, but to access to qual-
ity STEM programs and dis-
criminatory hiring.

I can attest to some of this. 
I have always been curious 

about science. Always. For 
as long as I can remember, I 
loved science. My high school, 
however, could not afford 
(did not prioritize?) one mi-
croscope. I was one of four 
other Black students in my 
class campaigning for sci-
ence equipment (and better 
instructors), but the B-word 
(budget) was always slapping 
us in the face.

To add, as recent as last 
year, I had a colleague tap me 
on my shoulder (yes, touch 
my body) while I was using a 

copier and ask, “Do you work 
here?” She also asked to “see 
my ID.” I’m clearly wearing 
business dress clothes and 
copying my exams, and you 
need ID to get in the building 
and office. She was white. I 
was polite and said I did work 
there, but didn't bother to give 
her ID. It is already blatantly 
obvious in meetings when you 
are the only Black person, but 
to have a “colleague” (more 
like a trifling ... let me stop) 
put her hands on you and 
question your existence is a 
lot for a work day.

In conclusion, I’m over be-
ing the “first Black” or “only 
Black” or “token Black.” I just 
want to do my job, serve my 
students and my community. 
I want to pursue my passions 
and be great. I want to be chal-
lenged by my subject matters 
and my interests, not by my 
gender or color of my skin. In 
essence, I suppose I want too 
much.

ASHLEA ARCHER, Blavity

 I cringe when I have a 
student tell me I am his 

or her “first Black science 
professor,” or even worse, 

his or her “first Black 
professor.”

“

I thought men might do a bit better
I watch a lot of “Law & Or-

der: Special Victims Unit.” 
I’ve seen nearly every epi-
sode from 19 seasons, most of 
them several times. At times, 
it troubles me, my ongoing 
willingness to consume this 
show and the disturbing story 
lines about sexual assault and 
the terrible ways of the world, 
but there is something so very 
satisfying about watching it. 
The victims don’t always find 
justice, but they are, more of-
ten than not, believed by the 
S.V.U. detectives. Their stories 
are heard and respected.

In the real world, such is not 
the case.

Over the past several 
weeks, we’ve heard from 
men who transgressed and 
fell from grace. In “Exile” by 
John Hockenberry, which ap-
peared in Harper’s, the writer 
is mournful for the life he lost 
after he was accused, by mul-
tiple women, of sexual harass-
ment.

Jian Ghomeshi, the former 
CBC radio host accused of 
sexual assault and harass-

ment, also wrote an essay 
utterly lacking in self-aware-
ness. In “Reflections From a 
Hashtag,” published in The 
New York Review of Books, 
Mr. Ghomeshi takes an almost 
pithy tone as he reflects on 
his life since he was accused 
of various crimes and sexual 
misdemeanors.

And those are essays in 
publications I once held in 
high regard. Even more im-
poverished accounts have 
been published elsewhere, 
men writing about how their 

lives have been derailed with 
no clear understanding of the 
lives they have derailed with 
their actions.

Starkly lacking in these ac-
counts is any accountability 
or genuine recognition of the 
wrong done.

A year ago, when the allega-
tions against Harvey Weinstein 
were first published, I wrote 
about what I hoped men might 
do in that moment of reckon-
ing: “Men can start putting in 
some of the work women have 
long done in offering testimo-
ny. They can come forward 
and say ‘me too’ while sharing 
how they have hurt women in 
ways great and small.” I was 
being naïve, I suppose.

I said that I watch a lot of 
“Law & Order: Special Victims 
Unit,” but for the past year, 
current events have offered a 
far more sinister version of the 
show, without the attractive 
cast or the satisfying payoff of 
occasional justice. Every day 
there is some new revelation 
about some man who has done 
some terrible thing.

In 1991, Anita Hill testified 
in front of the Senate Judicia-
ry Committee about the sexual 
harassment she said she expe-
rienced at the hands of Clar-
ence Thomas. She took a poly-
graph test that indicated she 
was telling the truth. She was 
disbelieved, discredited and 
degraded. Mr. Thomas was ap-
pointed to the Supreme Court 
and continues to preside.

In 2018, here we are again. 
Another woman, Christine 
Blasey Ford, testified in front 
of a panel of mostly men about 
the sexual assault she says she 
endured at the hands of the 
Supreme Court nominee Brett 
Kavanaugh. She too has taken 
a polygraph test supporting 
her version of events. And still 
there are people who doubt 
her.

History is once more repeat-
ing itself and will continue to 
do so until we, as a culture, 
begin not only to believe wom-
en but also to value women 
enough to consider harming 
them unacceptable, unthink-
able.

ROXANE GAY,  The New York Times

They simply don't want you to vote
For years, I have always 

wondered why more Black 
people didn’t vote. Even if 
one doesn’t believe in poli-
tics, democracy or support-
ing a political system found-
ed on white supremacy, I 
vote.

I recently thought it would 
be a good idea if The Root 
could put together a guide 
to voting for our readers. I 
figured that we only needed 
to include three pieces of in-
formation for each state: the 
last day to register, a link to 
download the registration 
form, and a link for register-
ing online.

How hard could that be? It 
took me an entire day.

When I say “an entire day,” 
I literally mean eight hours. 
It turns out that voting is 
complicated.

In fact, the only thing a 
reasonable person could 
conclude is that officials re-
ally don’t want people vot-
ing.

Here’s how I know they 

don’t want you to vote.
Voter registration is a 

scam.
There are at least eight 

states where you can show 
up at the polls on Election 
Day with some kind of proof 
of your identification and 
cast your ballot. But the 
other states don’t call it the 
“show-up-and-vote” law. 
Some states call it “same-day 
registration.” California calls 
it “conditional registration” 
and describes it this way:

“If you did not register to 
vote by the 15-day voter reg-
istration deadline, in most 
elections, you may condi-

tionally register to vote and 
cast a provisional ballot by 
visiting your county elec-
tions office, a vote center, or 
a designated satellite loca-
tion during the period of 14 
days prior to, and including, 
Election Day.”

Doesn’t that sound com-
plicated?

Election Day is a scam.
Why do we only vote on a 

random Tuesday in Novem-
ber? Why not on the week-
end, when more people are 
likely to vote? Or why not 
a whole week of voting? If 
I can mail in my register to 
vote by mail, why can’t I also 
vote by mail?

Well, actually ... you prob-
ably can.

Again, this is where it gets 
complicated. According to 
the National Council on 
State Legislatures, 34 states 
have early voting where 
you can show up to a coun-
ty elections office and cast 
your ballot. Twenty-seven 
states have no-excuse absen-

tee voting, where you can 
just mail in your ballot.

In Illinois, you can register 
to vote year-round, except 
for the 27-day period before 
an election. But if you do it 
online, you can register up 
to 16 days before an election. 
And you can even vote be-
fore Election Day, in mail or 
in person.

Why are voting rules not 
uniform?

I must admit, it is easy 
to vote in some states. But 
some states make it very 
hard. Some states allow reg-
istration up to 30 days before 
an election, while others say 
20, 15 or even zero days.

And that doesn’t even fac-
tor in that some people don’t 
even know if they need to 
register to vote or can legal-
ly vote.

Even though they don’t 
want you to vote, you should 
do it just to piss them off, 
to justify me doing all this 
work and to make your an-
cestors proud.

MICHAEL HARRIOT, The Root

A year ago, when the 
allegations against  

Harvey Weinstein were 
first published,  
I wrote about  
what I hoped  

men might do in that  
moment of reckoning."
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The Miami-Dade Coun-
ty’s Black Affairs Advisory 
Board, experts, and residents 
convened to identify and ad-
dress the critical and ongoing 
issues impacting Black Miami 
last Wednesday. The board 
continued District 2 Commis-
sioner Jean Monestime’s se-
ries of conversations entitled, 
“One Heritage:  The State of 
Black Miami.” Started in 2016, 
the gathering of speakers and 
panelists aim to pursue poli-
cy recommendations to solve 
Black Miamians’ issues.   

Much like during Mones-
time's previous conversa-
tions, the board focused on 
economic prosperity, health 
and wellness, education, po-
licing and social justice.

This time around, howev-
er, the board took a cue from 
Marvel’s all-Black block-
buster, “Black Panther” by 
organizing a conversation, 
titled, “Village Dialogue: The 
Wakanda Effect - State of 
Black Miami,”  in an effort 
to emulate the resourceful-
ness, Black pride and unity 
displayed by the Wakandan 
people of the record-breaking 
movie. 

The board used the Wakan-
da metaphor to foster uni-
ty and dialogue within the 
village, a reference for the 
Black Miami community. In 
the movie, Wakanda was rep-
resented as an all-Black, uto-
pian, self-sufficient society, 
where technology, resources, 
heritage and tradition perme-
ated through every facet of 
that society. The board used 
the themes posed in “Black 

Panther,” to motivate Black 
leaders and village-members 
to use their agency for the 
betterment of their individual 
families and community as a 
whole. The Wakandan people 
had vibranium, the valuable 
resource that fueled their self 
sufficiency. Like the Wakan-
dan people’s vibranium, the 
Black people living in Miami’s 
village have unity as the fuel 
to move forward into a better 
future.  

Monestime, who could be 
compared to Zuri, the Wakan-
dan statesman and keeper of 

history and tradition, opened 
the panel by urging those 
living in the village to unite 
and embrace their essence 
as Black individuals living 
within the Black community. 
“As we gather for this village 
dialogue, we do so because it 
matters that we build a stron-
ger village,” said Monestime. 
“A village where understand-
ing ourselves and under-
standing each other matters, 
where planning together and 
working together matter even 
more,” he said. 

Black Advisory Board chair 
Stephen Hunter Johnson on 
Oct. 10 moderated a series 
of open discussion panels 
focused on fostering better 
communications in commis-
sion chambers, a new venue 
for the state of Black Miami.

Experts from organiza-
tions such as Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools, Flor-
ida International University, 
Miami-Dade Urban League, 
NAACP’s local chapter, and 
the State Attorney's Office 
were present.

In the different panels, 
the experts and community 
members were frank about 

their concerns. During the 
education panel, school 
board member Steve Gallon 
III explained that though the 
school system excels in aca-
demics, Black students con-
tinue to perform poorly in 
different subjects, mainly lan-
guage arts and mathematics. 
Gallon echoed Monestime’s 
call for the Black community 
to unite in order to create the 
change they want to see in the 
village. 

“Myself and my colleagues 
are not fooled by the fact that 
many of our children contin-
ue to drown in underperfor-
mance in the Miami-Dade 

County Public Schools,” he 
said. “So, what are the solu-
tions?” he asked. “What we 
have learned, specifically as 
a community of color, is that 
education, social, econom-
ic and justice reforms don't 
come from a few, but the 
showing up of many,” Gallon 
said, urging the residents and 
community leaders to work 
together and demand ac-
countability from each other. 

The Wakanda effect aims 
to unleash the power of Black 
people by understanding their 
essence, heritage and history. 
The effect also aims to in-
crease the collective strength 

of individual families, which 
in turn strengthens the vil-
lage in both a micro and mac-
ro level, as well as the social 
fabric of the community. “[It 
allows] the inner you and the 
community to break free from 
all the restrictions, whether 
they are self-imposed or oth-
erwise, and move into the fu-
ture,” said board director Re-
tha Boone-Fye. 

The board will review and 
analyze the record of the con-
versation, and work  with the 
different organizations to or-
ganize strategies to address 
the different issues identified 
during the panel.  

Miami Times Photos/Felipe Rivas 

Black advisory board President Stephen Hunter Johnson and board members moderate one of the panel during 
the village dialogue. 

Unity a resource for Black Miami
Advisory Board dialogues about 
Wakanda effect to address issues

A village where 
understanding ourselves 
and understanding each 

other matters, where 
planning together and 

working together matter 
even more."

Jean Monestime

“
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Red Cross responds to 
a multi-unit fire in Miami 

Gardens
The American Red Cross 

responded to a multi-unit fire 
Oct.4 on Northwest 170th 
Street in Miami Gardens. 
Local Red Cross volunteers 
on a Disaster Action Team 
were onsite to help coordi-
nate emergency aid to the 
four families. Fire officials 
say nine people were im-
pacted by the blaze. The 
Red Cross continues to as-
sess the immediate emer-
gency needs such as food, 
temporary lodging and cloth-
ing. On average, 36 people 
suffer injuries as a result of 
home fires every day. That’s 
why the American Red Cross 
launched the nationwide 
Home Fire Campaign in 
2014, which aims to reduce 
home fire deaths and injuries 
by 25 percent.   

Newly renovated Little 
Haiti Soccer Park to 

open Wednesday
Miami Mayor Francis Su-

arez and Commissioner 
Keon Hardemon will host 
a ribbon cutting ceremony 
3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
10 for the Little Haiti Soccer 
Park. The improvements in-
clude a turf field on which 
both soccer and football can 
be played. Additionally, the 
park will now have an exer-
cise equipment station under 
shade, storage building for 
soccer equipment and land-
scape improvements.

Rideshares off free, 
discounted rides to 

polls on Election Day
Companies like Lyft and 

Uber are stepping up and 
offering free and discounted 
rides to the polls. Lyft an-
nounced in August that it was 
teaming up with organizers 
like Vote.org and TurboVote 
to offer 50 percent off codes 
for Lyft rides to polling cen-

ters. Lyft is also working with 
Voto Latino, a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit partner that will 
help give free rides to peo-
ple who live in underserved 
communities. Uber recently 
announced its plan to give 
free and discounted rides, 
as well as voting location 
finders through its app. Uber 
partnered with Democracy 
Works and #VoteTogether to 
set up the discounted rides. 

SEC concludes 
investigation of Miami 

Gardens GO-bond
On Sept. 27, 2017, Mi-

ami Gardens was notified 
by the U. S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
(SEC) of an investigation it 
was conducting relating to 
the city’s $60 million Gener-
al Obligation Bond. The city 
cooperated with the SEC’s 
investigation and complied 
with the SEC’s various docu-
ment production requests, a 
city statement said. On Oct. 
1, 2018, the SEC said it had 
“concluded the investigation 
as to City of Miami Gardens 
Bond Ordinance.”  The SEC 
said, “we do not intend to 
recommend an enforcement 
action by the Commission 
against City of Miami Gar-
dens.”

Miami officials prepare for 
flooding due to King Tide

The city of Miami is taking 
proactive measures in prepa-
ration for flooding during the 
peak of King Tide season. 
King Tide — a non-scientific 
term used to describe excep-
tionally high tides — began 
Saturday and is expected to 
last until Friday, Oct. 13, with 
the peak occurring Tuesday 
and Wednesday. The city's 
Department of Resilience 
and Public Works has in-
stalled tidal dams, pipes and 
valves, and is also using 
drones to collect information 
on flood-prone areas.

COMPILED BY MIAMI TIMES EDITORIAL DEPT.
NEWS BRIEFSOPIOID

CONITNUED FROM 1A 

patrolling more.
“Miami-Dade Schools Police 

have stepped up patrols at the 
affected schools, particularly in 
the early morning hours, to make 
sure no one is sleeping or loiter-
ing near the schools,” she wrote 
in an email.  “Custodial crews 
scan the area around the school 
for debris—especially anything 
harmful, like hypodermic syring-
es. ”

Bendross-Mindingall oversees 
the public schools in District 2, 
which includes the Overtown 
area. 

Monique Williams, whose 
daughter is in kindergarten at 
Frederick Douglass Elementary, 
is concerned that students are 
getting exposed to the grim real-
ity that is happening in the Over-
town community. 

Williams said she’s seen the 
homeless population “shooting 
up,” while taking her daughter to 
school. 

“I am walking by with my kid 
and my kid has to see this,” Wil-
liams said. “This is unacceptable.” 

Williams is concerned chil-
dren will be endangered by the 
leftover debris. “Children in the 
neighborhood are curious; they 
are going to see paraphernalia 
on the ground, they are going to 
see needles, and they might pick 
them up,” she said.

Williams’ concern is justi-
fied. In June 2017, Alton Banks a 
10-year-old Overtown resident 
and student at Frederick Dou-
glass died suddenly after being 
exposed to heroin and fentanyl.  
Alton fell unconsciously after ar-
riving home from the pool on June 
23. Fentanyl, lethal even in small 
quantities, could be found on 
many discarded items thrown in 
the streets where Banks walked. 
Police could not conclude how 
the boy was exposed to the drugs. 

It is possible that Alton stepped 
on contaminated paraphernalia 
while walking home that summer 
evening, The Washington Post, 
quoted Miami-Dade State Attor-
ney Katherine Fernandez Rundle 
as saying. 

The city is currently assessing 
the area underneath the bridge, 

which residents of Overtown 
have been saying has been an 
escalating problem. Discarded 
syringes, feces, trash, mattress-
es, makeshift tents and personal 
property are strewn along the 
closed avenues, creating possible 
health hazards for the homeless 
and residents. 

“The City of Miami is working 
with community partners to offer 
shelter and treatment to those 
affected, while working quickly 
to restore public safety in that 
section of Overtown for the good 
of our community as a whole,” 

wrote city spokesman Eugene 
Ramirez, in an email. 

Though the city is actively 
working to address the situation, 
the people living in the closed-
off sector claim the situation has 
been happening for an extended 
period of time.  

“It is getting worse and worse,” 
said Gary Polite, 43, born and 
raised in Miami. He is one of the 
many people who reside under-
neath the 836 Expressway. “We 
don’t mean no harm; we just don’t 
have anywhere to go,” he said. He 
estimated that close to 50 or 60 
people live in the blockaded area, 
but an actual figure may be hard-
er to calculate. “We are not trying 
to hurt anybody; we are just try-
ing to live,” Polite said. 

The conditions in the home-
less hub are ripe for the spread 
of disease and the virus since 

needle sharing is common and 
people have relations in the tents, 
health officials said. Florida has 
four cities on the top 10 list of 
cities with new HIV infections, 
according to a study released by 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention issued in July. Mi-
ami had the highest new infection 
rate per capita of any U.S. city: 47 
per 100,000 people, according to 
the study. That is more than New 
York and San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. The other Florida cit-
ies that top the list are Jackson-
ville, Fort Lauderdale and West           

Palm Beach. 
Several initiatives were set up 

to combat the opioid crisis and 
reduce the spread of the HIV 
virus. Last year, Miami-Dade 
County Commissioners, along 
with the State Attorney's Office, 
the Department of Children and 
Families and the Florida Depart-
ment of Health founded the Opi-
oid Addiction Task Force. The 
task force’s focus is to address 
the county’s opioid crisis and de-
velop a drug addiction reduction 
action plan aimed at preventing 
overdose deaths. The task force 
works with the Homeless Trust, 
police and health officials to tack-
le the opioid crisis affecting com-
munities like Overtown.

Another program aimed at 
reducing the spread of disease 
among drug users is the Univer-
sity of Miami’s Infectious Disease 

Elimination Act (IDEA) Exchange 
program. The program helps pro-
vide clean needles to addicts and 
educates them about the danger 
of sharing and reusing needles. 
UM’s IDEA Exchange is the only 
legal needle exchange program 
in the state. The program uses a 
one-for-one exchange, where par-
ticipants bring used needles for 
clean ones. IDEA Exchange also 
refers participants to drug treat-
ment organizations. The program 
began in 2017 after the Infectious 
Disease Elimination Act was 
signed in 2016. 

Two events focused on helping 
the homeless are slated for this 
Thursday, Oct.18. 

In the morning, the city is host-
ing its annual Homeless Stand 
Down at the Jose Marti Park gym 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. Homeless 
veterans and citizens will be pro-
vided different medical services, 
support and placement oppor-
tunities. Later on that evening, 
the Miami Neighborhood En-
hancement Team along with 
Human Services Department 
and Overtown Community 
Oversight Board will hold a 
town hall meeting updating 
residents on the homeless-
ness issue in Overtown. The 
meeting is happening at 5:30-
8:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct.18, 
at the Overtown Performing 
Arts Center, located 1074 NW 
Third Ave.

Miami Times photo/Felipe Rivas 

Homeless encampments line up side by side in the closed of sector of Overtown.
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What do you believe are the biggest issues that 
Miami-Dade County residents face?

JEFFREY “UNC” LEWIS, 57
Miami

I’m a homeless man and I 
see a lot of Blacks killing 
each other. The next person 
don’t want to say who did it 
and that’s a problem.

GERRONIA FIGGS, 45
Miami

Trash! Sometimes the trash 
sits. It takes them a while 
just to pick up the trash. I 
also think red lights is an 
issue. There should be more 
red lights because there’s 
too many accidents happen-
ing.

MIRLINE PIERRE, 36
Miami Gardens

I live in a three bedroom 
apartment where I pay 
$1,500 a month. I have to 
pay for water, clean up the 
yard, lights, cable. I have 
kids too. Miami is just too 
expensive.

JONAS BELLEVUE, 30
Miami Gardens

I work two jobs just to pay 
rent. Why? Because I 
personally feel like Miami is 
just a little bit too expensive. 
I should only have to work 
one job to pay all of my bills 
including rent.

JOHN HYPPOLIT, 22
Miami Gardens

There’s too much gun 
violence in Miami.  I feel like 
we’re losing too many of our 
people due to gun violence 
and I feel like the water is 
dirty, too. I don’t believe we 
have clean water. Just take 
the red tide for example.

DARRYL JEFFREY, 45
Miami

Voting rights and housing 
are just two of the issues 
Miami residents are facing. 
People did their time and still 
cannot vote. People should 
be able to vote.

Candidates for Opa-locka's 
upcoming election talked 
about their platforms and pri-
orities at political forums this 
week. On Monday, mayoral 
and city commission candi-
dates answered questions 
about economic stability, 
affordable housing, youth 
involvement and more at The 

New Generation Missionary 
Baptist Church in Opa-locka. 
The panel was moderated by 
The Miami Times' Affordable 
Housing columnist Daniella 
Pierre and hosted by People 
United to Lead The Struggle 
for Equality (P. U. L. S. E.). 
Tuesday night, candidates for 
the commission met at a fo-

rum at the Sherbondy Village 
Community Center in Opa-loc-
ka. The event was hosted by 
the Miami-Dade branch of 
the NAACP and moderated by 
former Miami Gardens Mayor 
Shirley Gibson. The Opa-locka 
mayoral forum will take place 
7 p.m., Oct. 24 at Sherbondy 
Village Community Center.

Electioneering in 
Opa-locka in full swing

Photos courtesy of Nathaniel Wilcox

Deborah Irby John Riley
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omen’sW
Cauliflower Quiche

INGREDIENTS
1 8-ounce package frozen cauliflower1 ¼ cups low-fat cheddar cheese, shredded½ cup green bell pepper, cored, peeled, and chopped1/3 cup onion, finely chopped
1 cup 1% low-fat milk
¾ cup egg substitute
½ cup biscuit mix
¼ teaspoon paprika
⅛ teaspoon pepper
Nonfat cooking spray

DIRECTIONS 
•Preheat oven to 375˚.
•Cook cauliflower according to package directions, omitting salt. Drain and coarsely chop cauliflower. Place onto paper towels and squeeze to remove excess moisture.
•Coat a 9-inch pie plate with vegetable cooking spray and layer cauliflower, cheese, green pepper, and onion.
•Combine milk, egg substitute, biscuit mix, paprika, and pepper in a blender and process for 15 seconds. Pour mixture over vegetables.•Bake for 30 to 35 minutes or until set. Let stand for 5 minutes before serving.

Source: American Cancer Society

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
That designation raises awareness of a dis-
ease that has affected millions of women 
from all walks of life, across the globe. 
It’s a time to remember those we 
have lost, encourage those who 
are still fighting for their 
lives, and celebrate survi-
vors.

In the midst of this, we must 
also acknowledge a reality af-
fecting Black women. They are 
at greater risk. 

Consider breast cancer survivor 
Kim Heard’s story. She was diag-
nosed 23 years ago and now serves 
as the president of the Miami/Ft. Lau-
derdale affiliate of the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation, where she volunteered for 
20 years before joining the staff. As a 
Black woman of Bahamian descent, she is 
intimately acquainted with the realities.

“After I was diagnosed, my oncologist said she 
noticed Black women of Bahamian descent were 
being diagnosed earlier and earlier, so she decid-
ed to do a study and I was number 13 in the study,” 
according to survivor Kim Heard. “The statistics were 
that 50 percent of women under 40 years of age in the 
Bahamas get breast cancer. There was one gene they 
were able to trace back to Africa.”

Medical science and statistics agree, according to 
Fernando Collado-Mesa, MD, a board certified, fellowship 
trained, breast-imaging radiologist. He serves as the med-
ical director of the Taylor Breast Health Center/Roberta 
Orlen Chaplin Digital Breast Imaging Center at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital, and is an associate professor of radiolo-
gy at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine.

“You may face a double whammy as a Black woman. 
Socioeconomic status, culture and other factors limit access 
and usage of healthcare services,” Dr. Collado-Mesa said. 
“Black women have a higher risk of BRCA1 and BRCA2 ge-
netic mutations than those of Western European ancestry. 
Having such genetic mutations in turn places these women 
at much higher risk for breast cancer.”

According to the 2017-2018 publication of “Breast 
Cancer Facts & Figures” by the American Cancer Soci-
ety. An estimated 41,000 new cases were diagnosed in 
Black women in 2016 and the median age of diagnosis is 
younger for Black women, at age 59, compared to white 
women at 63. According to Dr. Collado-Mesa:

• Black women are 42 percent more likely to die from 
breast cancer than non-Hispanic white women despite 
roughly equal rates of cancer.

• Black women have a two-fold higher risk of aggres-
sive, triple-negative breast tumors that do not respond 
to hormonal therapy.

• Black women are less likely to be diagnosed with 
breast cancer early at Stage I, but are twice as likely 
to die early of breast cancers.

According to Dr. Collado-Mesa, studies also show 
that women of Afro-Caribbean descent get breast 
cancer at alarmingly higher rates for reasons yet 
not fully identified. Here’s what is known:

• Women of Bahamian descent have a high
SEE FACTS 8A

This year, Jackson Health 
System is celebrating its cen-
tennial – and its historic mis-
sion to provide the highest 
quality medical care to all 
members of our community. 

When Jackson opened its 
doors as Miami City Hospital 
in 1918, it had 13 beds and a 
handful of employees. Today, 
it’s one of the nation’s larg-
est health systems with more 
than 2,100 beds and more 
than 12,000 employees. 

A lot has changed since 
Jackson’s humble beginnings 
100 years ago, but its commit-
ment to the health and well-
being of the community has 
remained the same. 

Immediately after the Mi-
ami mayor appointed a volun-

teer Board of Trustees in 1919, 
a new superintendent was 
hired to oversee patient care 
at Miami City Hospital. Ainah 
V. Royce, RN, a Florida nurs-
ing administrator, arrived at 
the hospital in December of 
1920.

At that point, Jackson had 
55 patients crowding the 
wards and lying on cots on 
the porches. The staff was 
composed of 13 people, in-
cluding one doctor in resi-
dence. Nurse Royce imme-
diately organized the Miami 
City Hospital Training School 
for Nurses to help with the 
overflow of patients.

Within a few months of 
opening, enrollment in the 

SEE JHS 8A

The facts, stats,
perspectives

Black women and breast cancer:

DR. PETER PAIGE

Flu season is here – and now is the 
time for you to plan how to protect 
yourself and your loved ones from 
this serious, highly contagious ill-
ness. The flu can make you feel mis-
erable, and for some, it can even be 
life-threatening. 

What is the flu?
Influenza, better known as the flu, 

is an infectious respiratory illness 
that causes fever, congestion, body 
aches, chills, and fatigue. It is spread 
through the air by germs, especially 
when people sneeze and cough in 
public places. 

What can I do to prevent the 
spread of the flu?

As the flu can easily be spread, it is 
important to remember to constant-
ly wash your hands or use a hand 
sanitizer so you do not share your 
germs. Practice good health habits 
by getting plenty of sleep and exer-
cise, managing your stress, drinking 
fluids, and eating healthy foods.

Try to avoid close contact with 
people who are sick. 

And if you are sick with a flu-like 
illness, avoid touching your eyes, 

nose or mouth as germs spread this 
way. Cover your nose and mouth 
with a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze and throw used tissues in the 
trash. Stay home for at least 24 hours 
after your fever is gone without the 
use of fever-reducing medicine – af-
ter that, you will no longer be con-
tagious.

Should I get the flu vaccine?
One of the best defenses against 

SEE FLU 8A

What is my best defense 
against current flu season?

ASK THE DOCTOR

Dr. Peter Paige

JHS had only a few nurses when first starting out.

Jackson Health System celebrates 100 years of service
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Here is something to think 
about: Vice Mayor Joseph Kel-
ly didn’t endorse anyone who 
was elected previously to the 
Opa-locka city commission. 
Those folks were highly upset 
with him because he endorsed 
Matthew Pigatt for mayor, and 
Sherelean Bass and Alvin Burke, 
all new faces for commission-
ers. I agree with that slate but 
I’m also endorsing Chris Davis. 
Kelly and I haven’t spoken about 
who he was endorsing. Howev-
er, we both know that anyone 
who previously sat on the com-
mission didn't do anything for 
the city, instead, perhaps doing 
everything for themselves.

If those candidates who Kelly 
and I support reach office, the 
direction in which the city would 
head would be so promising 
that the bad memories associat-
ed with Mayor Myra Taylor and 
those who voted with her will be 
getting corrected.  It would be 
like the entire city going to ther-
apy for abuse and the best way 
to keep the city from suffering a 
mental relapse is by keeping her 
son John "the juice" Taylor out 
of office. For as much as I loved 
the late Johnny Taylor's music, 
if he were alive and running 
for political office in Opa-locka, 
I wouldn't vote for him just be-
cause his last name is Taylor.

The Taylors and their associ-
ates have basically squeezed 
the city out of all its resources 
and respectably because of 
their evil desires to be above 
the law, their greed and arro-
gance. The scripture (Ephe-
sians 6:12) speaks about spiri-
tual wickedness in high places. 
The mayor and her cohorts 
may have been the perfect ex-

ample of God’s word. Negative 
deeds have been done by the 
mayor and commissioners who 
have previously sat and cur-
rently sit on the commission for 
the last eight years that have 
been clearly orchestrated and 
demonstrated by the way that 
they’ve voted and the city’s fi-
nancial status.

1 Corinthians (King James 
Version) 14:33: “For God is 
not the author of confusion.” 1 
Corinthians 15:33 (King James 
Version) “Be not deceived: evil 
communications corrupt good 
manners.” 

James 1:8 (King James 
Version): “A double mind-
ed man is unstable in all his 
ways.” This scripture reminds 
me of none other than the one 
and only outgoing commission-
er, Timothy Holmes. In all the 
right that Holmes did by vot-
ing with Kelly and Pigatt and 
forming the Opa-locka Trinity 
and bringing stability to the city, 
he brought chaos back by be-
ing the vote, along with Taylor 
and Commissioner John Riley, 
that fired former City Manager 
Newall Daughtrey.

Whatever was promised to 
Holmes by the people who cor-
rupted and flipped him, which 
caused him to turn on the citi-
zens of Opa-locka, is clearly to 
their advantage and to his dis-
advantage. He’s going to find 
out after he gets out of office 
that he made a deal with the 
devil. The commissioner used 
to ride around in a gray Ford 
Expedition with a magnetic 
sign that read “Mr. Opa-locka.” 
He may now be known as the 
turkey that gave turkeys away 
in Opa-locka.

RDWOON THE STREET
How they vote in Opa-locka, pt. 2
BRIAN DENNIS

Associated Press

Florida’s next governor and 
not incumbent Gov. Rick Scott 
will get to pick three new jus-
tices to the state Supreme Court, 
the court ruled Monday in a de-
cision with major implications 
in this year’s gubernatorial cam-
paign.

In a major rebuke to Scott, the 
Supreme Court concluded that 
the Republican governor exceed-
ed his authority when he started 
the process to find replacements 
for the three justices.

Age limits of 70 are forcing 
three of the seven justices — 
Barbara Pariente, R. Fred Lewis 
and Peggy Quince — to retire 
at midnight Jan. 8, the same day 
Scott is scheduled to leave the 
governor’s office. Scott, claiming 
he had authority to name the re-
placements, last month asked a 
nominating commission to start 
accepting applications with a 
Nov. 10 deadline.

The court’s one-page ruling 
Monday says “the governor who 
is elected in the November 2018 
general election has the sole au-
thority to fill the vacancies” trig-
gered by those mandatory retire-
ments.

Scott, barred from seeking 
re-election as governor because 
of term limits, is running against 
Democratic U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson.

The decision means that either 
Democrat Andrew Gillum, may-
or of Tallahassee, or Republican 
Ron DeSantis, a former con-
gressman, will be able to choose 
three new justices who could 

serve on the court for years and 
sway its balance of power. The 
two are vying for Florida’s gov-
ernorship in the Nov. 6 election.

The Gillum and DeSantis cam-
paigns issued statements signal-
ing that the looming appoint-
ments will become a major issue 
in the race.

“It is a duty I take extremely 
seriously and, as governor, one 
of my top priorities will be to 
restore integrity to the judicial 
nominating process,” Gillum 
said.

Stephen Lawson, a spokesman 
for DeSantis, cast the ruling in 
more partisan terms, contending 
that if Gillum wins “out-of-state, 
radical groups” would pressure 
him to pick activist judges who 
would “legislate from the bench” 
in ideological terms.

“The consequences of this 
would be felt for generations, 
and it would be dangerous for 
every person in our state,” Law-
son said. “As governor, Ron De-
Santis will appoint justices to   

the Supreme Court who are fair, 
who will uphold the constitu-
tion, and who will follow the law 

as it is written.”
Scott’s office had no comment 

Monday.
The ruling came in a lawsuit 

filed by the Florida branch of the 
League of Women Voters and 
Common Cause. Their attorney, 
John Mills, issued a statement 
praising the decision.

“The court has now made 
clear what our clients have been 
saying all along — the winner of 
November’s gubernatorial elec-
tion will appoint three justices 
to the Florida Supreme Court,” 
Mills said. “Governor Scott will 
not, and he has no part to play in 
these appointments.”

The three departing justices 
are often part of a majority that 
has ruled against Scott and the 
Republican-controlled Legisla-
ture in recent years.

Scott has previously said he 
planned to name the three new 
justices the morning of his de-
parture but also would work 
with his successor on a list of fi-
nalists and try to reach an agree-
ment on the replacements. Out-
going Gov. Lawton Chiles and 
incoming Gov. Jeb Bush reached 
such an agreement in 1998.

The Supreme Court will hear 
oral arguments Nov. 8 on the is-
sue of when the Supreme Court 
Judicial Nominating Commis-
sion can certify its nominations 
to the high court.

Florida Supreme Court: Next 
governor will pick new justices
November election to decide who 
will get to choose new judges

Andrew Gillum

Ron DeSantis

Wikipedia Commons

Florida Supreme Court
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rate of gene mutations, par-
ticularly BRCA1, so they get 
breast cancer earlier in life, 
usually with an aggressive 
form of the disease. 

• For Haitian women, it’s 
not very clear why they also 
appear to be at high risk, 
but when you think of those 
groups what is common is 
their shared African ancestry. 

• Whether a woman is 
Afro-Caribbean or Afri-
can-American, it’s important 
to recognize that women of 
color are at a high risk for 
breast cancer, and this is rele-
vant to our South Florida com-
munity. 

Such disparities have caused 
a shift in recommendations 
for screenings and treatment.

“Something major hap-
pened earlier this year, for 
the first time, that went most-
ly under the radar,” says  Dr. 
Collado-Mesa “The American 
College of Radiology updat-
ed its breast cancer screening 
guidelines.”

He continued:
• The new guidelines are 

the first to recognize that Af-
rican-American women are at 
higher risk of breast cancer 
compared to other groups. 

• The guidelines include 
a recommendation that all 
women, especially Black 
women and those of Ashke-
nazi Jewish descent, undergo 
a breast cancer risk-assess-
ment at age 30.

• Those found to be high 
risk can seek earlier breast 
cancer screenings. 

Combatting the socioeco-
nomic factors affecting access 
to health care is another battle. 
Kim Heard was a struggling 
entrepreneur with a daughter 
in college and no health insur-
ance when she was diagnosed 
at age 38. She was running out 
of options until she turned to 
Jackson Health System. 

“When you’re diagnosed 
with no insurance, who do 
you call, who’s going to take 
you, who’s going to listen, and 
if they find something, how 
are you going to get surgery 
or radiation,” Heard asks. “A 
lot of people turn you away. 
I went to three places before 

someone would see me. The 
other two places dismissed 
me, but Jackson saved my 
life.”

Heard advises women to 
listen to their bodies and be 
aware of any changes; never 
be afraid of having tough con-
versations; and become edu-
cated about breast cancer and 
family history.

“In the Bahamian commu-
nity, everything is hush-hush 
so I couldn’t say if I had a 
family history,” said Heard. 
“There’s still a lot of myths 
going around. Black women 
die more from breast cancer 
and it’s only because we don’t 
talk about things and there’s a 
late diagnosis.”

Dr. Collado-Mesa has addi-
tional advice: Keep your med-
ical records up to date.

“If you switch places where 
you’re getting your mammo-
grams, make sure you provide 
copies of your prior mam-
mograms to the new clinic,” 
he said. “That way the doc-
tor who’s reading your cur-
rent mammogram can have a 
comparison and determine 
whether or not there are 
any changes.” 

FLU
CONTINUED FROM 6A

the flu is the flu vaccine. The 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recom-
mends getting vaccinated an-
nually, soon after flu vaccine 
becomes available, ideally by 
October, to ensure that as many 
people as possible are protect-
ed before flu season begins. 
People that fit into the follow-
ing categories should get the 
vaccine:

• Anyone 6 months of age 
and older

• Anyone over 50 years of age
• Women who are pregnant 

during flu season
• Anyone with long-term 

health problems such as heart 
disease, lung disease, asthma, 
kidney disease, diabetes, and 
other illnesses

• Anyone with a weakened 
immune system, such as those 
living with HIV/AIDS, chronic 
steroid use, or on chemothera-
py

• Residents of nursing homes 
and other chronic-care facili-
ties

• People who live with or care 
for people at high risk for in-
fluenza-related complications 
– such as healthcare providers, 
doctors, nurses, and aides

• Caregivers of small chil-
dren or the elderly

The vaccine can be given 
two ways: as a shot or as a na-
sal-spray. Both forms of the 
vaccine have their advantages 
and disadvantages, so it’s best 
to talk to your primary care 
physician about which type 
of vaccine is right for you and 

your family members. It’s im-
portant to know that you can 
still get the flu even if you re-
ceived the vaccine. However, 
your chances are greatly re-
duced. And contrary to some 
beliefs, you cannot get the flu 
from the flu vaccine. 

Who should not get the flu 
vaccine?

While most people should 
consider being vaccinated 
against the flu, the CDC rec-
ommends against the vaccine 
for people with the following 
conditions:

• People who have any se-
vere, life-threatening allergies

• People who have had a se-
vere reaction to an influenza 
vaccination in the past 

• Anyone who has ever had 
Guillain-Barre syndrome, a se-
vere paralyzing illness 

• Children  younger than 6 
months of age 

• People who have a moder-
ate or severe illness with a fe-
ver should wait to get vaccinat-
ed until their symptoms lessen 

When should I get the flu 
vaccine?

The flu vaccine is usually 
available starting in October. 
Remember, this is an annual 

vaccine, so you need to get it 
each year in order to protect 
yourself from the virus. Chil-
dren may need two doses to be 
protected but your pediatrician 
will advise you if this is neces-
sary.  

How can I treat the flu?
If you get sick with the flu, 

it is important that you drink 
plenty of fluids, try to eat and 
get plenty of rest. You may 
also want to consult with your 
doctor about over-the-count-
er or prescription medications 
to help relieve some of your 
symptoms. 

Where can I get a flu shot?
Vaccines for both adults and 

children are available at the 
health department, doctor’s of-
fices, primary care centers and 
pharmacies at some local re-
tailers. Jackson clinics and our 
network of UHealth Jackson 
Urgent Care centers also offer 
the vaccines. 

Peter Paige, MD, MMM, CPE, 
FACEP, is executive vice presi-
dent and chief medical officer of 
Jackson Health System. His ca-
reer has centered on emergency 
medicine and medical adminis-
tration in large, academic med-
ical settings. 

JHS
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school grew to 35. Entrance requirements in-
cluded good moral character, in addition to 
two years of high school and courses in Lat-
in, English, mathematics, biology, chemistry, 
physics, and household economics.

In 1921, after a one-year probation, the 
State Board of Nursing in Florida licensed 
the school provisionally, but it became fully 
accredited in 1923. 

The first class, composed of four students 
(Lois Bostford, Ruth Deland, Mabel Knowles, 
and Ruth Parmer) graduated in May of 1923.

By 1965, the school had more than 300 stu-
dents, and became one of the top 12 nursing 
schools in the country in both size and rep-
utation. 

In 1981, the program’s length was reduced 
to two years, which required that incoming 
students complete 35 college credits before 
entering.

Although the nursing school closed in 
1997, Jackson continues to provide nursing 
training programs to several nursing stu-
dents across the country. 

Today, Jackson’s nursing staff has grown to 
more than 4,000.

To learn more about Jackson’s rich history, 
visit CenturyofMiracles.org

A symptom that accompanies the flu is high fever.

REZONE
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widely known as Section 8. 
County officials and Liber-
ty Square Rising developers 
have said residents of Liberty 
Square asked to be given Sec-
tion 8 vouchers because of on-
going lawlessness at Liberty 
Square. 

But Williams and other ad-
vocates want to know the de-
tails of how the voucher pro-
gram will work.

“Is someone going to call 
them and tell them their unit is 
ready; it’s time to come back?” 
Williams asked. “If they don’t 
want to keep the Section 8 
voucher, can they get a do 
over? Can they return?”

Williams wants to make 
sure there is proper oversight. 

She and a coalition of or-

ganizations will meet 1 p.m. 
Thursday at the Liberty 
Square Community Center. 

They are not being forced to 
take the vouchers, Deputy Mi-
ami-Dade County Mayor Mau-
rice L. Kemp said in an inter-
view. “We will be able to keep 
track of them because they are 
still our clients.”

The Housing Committee 
of  Miami-Dade Branch of the 
NAACP issued a statement two 
days later, to let “the broader 
community, contractors, con-
sultants and residents … know 
that we will not tolerate dis-
placement and unjust practices 
of any kind.”

The statement went on to 
say: “This is why we are strong-
ly recommending transpar-
ency in the information being 
disseminated to all residents.”

The first phase of construc-
tion at Liberty Square is under-
way, which includes demolish-

ing run-down public housing 
units that some say look like 
pork’n beans, and rebuilding 
200 mixed-income and pub-
lic housing dwellings. Before 
construction began, Liberty 
Square had many units that 
were already empty. Those 
units were to receive a mild 
facelift and residents affected 
by Phase 1 would move into 
them temporarily.

Principal and Senior Vice 
President Albert Milo, of Re-
lated Urban, the developers of 
the public-private partnership 
called Liberty Square Rising, 
said the only building that 
would remain intact at Liber-
ty Square is the community 
center. The rezoning he said, 
will bring back commercial 
the northwest corner of Lib-
erty Square near 15th Avenue, 
which historically has been the 
commercial district of Liberty 
City.
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Associated Press

Civil rights organizations 
have filed a federal lawsuit 
against Georgia Secretary 
of State and Republican gu-
bernatorial candidate Brian 
Kemp, accusing his office 
of preventing minority vot-
ers from registering ahead 
of next month’s closely 
watched race.

The lawsuit, filed Thurs-
day in federal court in Atlan-
ta, targets Georgia’s “exact 
match” verification process, 
which requires that infor-
mation on voter applica-

tions precisely match infor-
mation already on file with 
the Georgia Department of 
Driver Services or the Social 
Security Administration.

The lawsuit comes days 
after an analysis by The As-
sociated Press found over 
53,000 voter registration 
applications sitting in pend-
ing status. Georgia’s pop-
ulation is about 32 percent 
Black, according to the U.S. 
Census, but the list of voter 
registrations on hold with 
Kemp’s office is nearly 70 
percent Black.

Kemp, who is in charge of 
elections and voter regis-

tration in Georgia, is facing 
Democrat Stacey Abrams, 
who is vying to become the 
nation’s first Black female 
governor. Recent public 
polling indicates the race is 
a dead heat.

Abrams’ campaign has 
called on Kemp to step 
down as Secretary of State, 
saying his run for governor 
creates a conflict of inter-
est with his role overseeing 
elections.

Kemp’s office has blamed 
the racial disparity on the 
New Georgia Project, a vot-
er registration group found-
ed by Abrams in 2013. It says 

the organization was sloppy 
in registering voters, and 
says they submitted inad-
equate forms for a batch of 
applicants that was predom-
inantly Black.

An entry error or a 
dropped hyphen in a last 
name can cause an applica-
tion to be placed on hold.

The lawsuit said the “ex-
act-match” policy “dispro-
portionately and negatively 
impact the ability of vot-
ing-eligible African-Ameri-
can, Latino and Asian-Amer-
ican applicants to register to 
vote.”

Candice Broce, a spokes-
woman for Kemp’s office, 
called the lawsuit “bogus” 
and “a complete waste of 
our time and taxpayer dol-
lars.”

Kemp’s office said that 
voters whose applications 
are held in pending status 
can go to the polls with a 
photo ID that matches infor-
mation on their registration 
application — rectifying the 
match issue in person — 
and cast a regular ballot.

Voters whose applications 
are frozen in “pending” sta-
tus have 26 months to fix 
any issues before their ap-
plication is canceled. They 
can still cast a provisional 
ballot.

The lawsuit was brought 
by several groups including 
the Georgia state chapter of 
the NAACP, Asian Ameri-
cans Advancing Justice-At-
lanta and the Georgia As-
sociation of Latino Elected 
Officials.

Georgia governor candidate faces lawsuit
Civil rights organizations have filed a federal lawsuit 
against Georgia officials concerning minority voters

AP Photo/John Amis, File

In this July 26, 2018, file photo, Georgia Secretary of State Brian Kemp appears 
during a unity rally, in Peachtree Corners, Ga. Georgia's Democratic gubernatorial can-
didate Stacey Abrams is trying to reach voters who don’t usually vote in midterm elec-
tions in the hopes to drive up turnout in her race against Kemp. 

The lawsuit comes days 
after an analysis by 

The Associated Press 
found over 53,000 
voter registration 

applications sitting 
in pending status. 

Georgia’s population 
is about 32 percent 

Black, according to the 
U.S. Census, but the list 

of voter registrations 
on hold with Kemp’s 
office is nearly 70 

percent Black."

Georgia Democratic gubernatorial nominee Stacey Abrams takes the stage May 22, 
2018, to declare victory in the primary on Election Night in Atlanta. If elected, Abrams 
would become the first African-American female governor in the nation.

“
Photo by Jessica McGowan/Getty Images
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B L U E  V E L V E T  C U P C A K E S

It doesn’t consist of 

chocolate cake with 

red food coloring,” 

said Long. “The 

cupcakes are moist. 

They will make 

you feel good, and 

they’re addictive.”

Chequita Blake

“

“[He] ended up cutting me on my arm,” said 
Blake. “Almost touched my vein. I still have the scar 
today.”

Blake depended on her partner for financial 
support, so she found it hard to find a way out. Until 
one day, Blake found an escape through baking. 

She has now launched her own business, Blue 
Velvet Cupcakes.

It all started with a new job at Publix in the bakery 
where she made donuts, cakes and other sweet 
treats. Then it became a hobby.

“I took baking as a way out, as therapy,” said 
Blake. “Once I am in the kitchen after he has upset 
me of something of that sort, I would start baking, 

and it would ease my mind.”
Working in front of an oven was a familiar 

place for Blake. 
Growing up, Blake’s grand-
mother taught Blake how to 
make cakes and biscuits 

from scratch. Blake’s favorite was chocolate cake 
with chocolate icing. She would always lick the 
mixer whips. Blake still uses an old-fashioned hand 
mixer like her grandmother’s in her recipe today.

Using what her grandmother passed on about 
baking and what she learned from Publix from 
cake decorating, Blake decided to launch her own 
business.

“I changed my mindset one day,” she said. “All 
the energy I was putting in that business I began 
seeing myself implement that very same energy in 
my own business.”

Inspired by the calmness she felt while baking, 
Blake chose the name, Blue Velvet, because the 
color blue represents freedom, imagination and in-
spiration. Velvet describes the texture of the cakes. 
It is also a contrast to the popular red velvet cake.

Blake, a Lakeland native has been filling orders in 
the Tampa and Orlando area for about five years. 

SEE TASTE 12B

NYAMEKYE DANIEL
emailnyam@gmail.com

C
upcakes saved Chequita Blake’s family. For 20 years, Blake endured an abusive 
relationship with her husband who is the father of her three children. There was 
physical, emotional and verbal abuse.
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LITTLE HAITI SOCCER PARK

KISHANDA BURNS
digital@miamitimesonline.com  

As kids ran up and down 
the newly renovated soccer 
field while playing soccer 
and catch with a football, 
wide smiles formed on their 
faces. Miami Parks and 
Recreation Director Kevin 
Kirwin was ready to show 
off the Little Haiti Soccer 
Park.

Kirwin was unveiling a 
$1.8 million rehab of the 
city’s park, which has stor-
age and shaded exercise 
area.

“We have some great 
partners here that work with 
us here at Little Haiti’s Soc-
cer Park,” he said at the rib-
bon cutting ceremony that 

was hosted by Miami Mayor 
Francis Suarez and Com-
missioner Keon Hardemon 
on Wednesday, Oct. 10. 

Though people were gath-
ered to talk about soccer, 
Suarez told a story about 
losing a a dodgeball game 
to Hardemon.

“I just want to say, don’t 
play dodgeball to the chair-
man,” said Suarez. “It’s not 
a good idea.” The crowd 
laughed. Hardemon hit Su-
arez three different times. 
Suarez hit a kid. 

Suarez is ready for more; 
he challenged Hardemon to 
a game in kickball.

Then Suarez reminisced 
that when he was the age 
of the kids who were playing 
on the field, he didn’t have 

as nice a soccer park in 
which to play.

“What’s amazing about 
this soccer field is it can 
take so much volume of 
play, whereas other fields, if 
it gets a little rain on it, it’s 
muddy and then you have to 
stop playing on the field,” 
he said.

When Hardemon took 
to the lectern, he acknowl-
edged who would benefit 
most from the renovated 
space: children.

“When you look at what’s 
behind us, not the field, but 
the children on the field, 
look at the sort of spirit that 
they are carrying with them, 
how much fun that they are 
having and how they’re en-
joying something that’s sim-

ple as what we would call 
grass,” Hardemon said.

Hardemon said the park, 
which is located at 6301 
NE Second Ave., deserved 
top-quality improvements. 

“We have a space that 
we can really attract peo-
ple,” he said. “I’m proud of 
this moment because once 
again, Little Haiti has some-
thing that they can be proud 
of.”

Hardemon said not many 
parks in the city of Miami 
have a major soccer park. 

“This is something we 
should cherish and be proud 
of. This is something that 
was born of the people,” 
Hardemon said. “The people 
want to be able to play soc-
cer here; the people want 

to be able to enjoy football 
as well and they want to be 
able to share those sports 
on the field that won’t take 
much damage.”

The soccer park renova-
tions took eight months, 
which included installing 
a  multipurpose turf field 
where soccer and football 
can be played. There’s an 
exercise equipment station 
and a storage building.

Marie Louissaint, pres-
ident of the Little Haiti Op-
timist Club who uses the 
field, said that the park has 
been around for about nine 
years.

“It’s just awesome to see 
that this place has flour-
ished with a locker room 
and a field,” said Louissaint.

Miami Times Photos/ Kishanda Burns 

Leaders, the staff of the Little Haiti Park and kids smile as they cut the blue ribbon.

The newly 
renovated 
soccer 
field.

Miami Mayor Francis Suarez and Commissioner Keon Hardemon host r ibbon cutt ing 

FACELIFT COMPLETE FOR

“The people want 
to be able to play 
soccer here, the 

people want to be 
able to enjoy football 

as well and they 
want to be able to 
share those sports 

on the field that 
won’t take much 

damage.”

Keon Hardemon

“
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Across the nation 
and multiple gener-
ations, student loan 
debt now surpasses 
$1.5 trillion. The anx-
iety shared by bor-
rowers from all walks 
of life seeking ways 
to lift this unsustain-
able consumer debt 
affects multiple life 
dimensions. In some 
cases, these burden-
some debts threaten 
the future of Ameri-
ca’s middle class.

Two recent devel-
opments hold po-
tential for struggling 
consumers.   

On Sept. 28, the 
independent and 
nonpartisan Gener-
al Accounting Office 
(GAO) released find-
ings on the federal 
Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness (PSLF) 
program.  Eligible stu-
dent loan borrowers 
who have dedicated 
their careers to public 
service and met other 
requirements, such as 
10 years of qualifying 
payments, can have 
their loan balances 
forgiven. The first 
step toward forgive-
ness requires that in-
terested borrowers 
are initially screened 
to certify their em-
ployment and that 
their loans meet cri-
teria. Once certified, 
borrowers submit a 
loan forgiveness ap-
plication for a final 
check before forgive-
ness is approved.

Although PSLF leg-
islation was enacted 
in 2007, September 
2017 was the first 
time that borrowers 

became eligible for 
the application for 
forgiveness. And ac-
cording to the GAO 
findings, forgiveness 
approvals are minute 
compared to those 
who qualify.

As of June 2018, 
more than 1.2 mil-
lion student loan 
borrowers requested 
to be certified, with 
890,000 ultimate-
ly certified eligible; 
28,000 applied for 
loan forgiveness, 
thinking that they 
had met the 10-year 
payment and employ-
ment requirements.  
Shockingly, of these, 
only 96, less than one-
half of one percent re-
ceived forgiveness.

According to the 
GAO report, “Educa-
tion has used various 
outreach methods 
to inform borrow-
ers about PSLF, but 
the large number of 
denied borrowers 
suggests that many 
are still confused by 
the program require-
ments.”

In response, the De-
partment of Educa-
tion has now agreed 
to all GAO recom-
mendations. These 
include: comprehen-
sive guidance for bor-
rowers and servicers 
alike; more informa-
tion about qualifying 
employers; standard-
ized payment infor-
mation; and enough 
detailed information 
to help identify pay-
ment counting errors.

In a related but sep-
arate action, on Oct. 
3, the American Fed-
eration of Teachers 
(AFT) filed a federal 

c l a s s - a c t i o n 
lawsuit alleg-
ing that the 
nation’s largest 
student loan 
servicer, Na-
vient, misled 
borrowers, pre-
venting some 
of those in pub-
lic service professions 
from accessing public 
service loan forgive-
ness, just to boost its 
own profits. The ac-
tion was brought by 
nine AFT members 
from four states: Cali-
fornia, Florida, Mary-
land and New York.   

In part the com-
plaint states, “The 
PSLF program is life-
or-death critical to 
America’s public ser-
vants who otherwise 
would never be able 
to overcome their stu-
dent debt burden … 
Navient has not been 
living up to its obliga-
tion to help vulnera-
ble borrowers get on 
the best possible re-

payment plan 
and qualify for 
PSLF. Instead, 
Navient has 
harmed and 
continues to 
harm millions 
of hard-work-
ing public ser-
vants by rou-

tinely providing false 
information to these 
borrowers preventing 
them from qualify-
ing for the PSLF pro-
gram.”  

 By deceiving bor-
rowers with false 
information, mis-
representations and 
fraudulent conduct, 
the complaint also 
cites several other 
concerns:

•Navient is respon-
sible for servicing 
over $205.9 billion in 
federal student loans, 
owed by approxi-
mately 6.1 million ac-
counts;

•Since 1983, the cost 
of higher education 
has risen more than 

700 percent - five 
times greater than 
inflation, and even 
faster than healthcare 
costs; and

•From 1996 to 2015, 
teacher pay fell by 
$30 per week while 
pay for other college 
graduates increased 
by $124, according to 
the Economic Policy 
Institute

“No one goes into 
public service to 
strike it rich; they 
do it out of a deep 
commitment to stu-
dents, patients and 
the public good,” said 
Randi Weingarten, 
AFT President. “But 
we cannot attract the 
best and brightest to 
these careers if prom-
ises of debt relief are 
deliberately broken.”  

For much of Black 
America, still-soaring 
student debt brings 
yet another financial 
hurdle to overcome 
– in addition to other 
disproportionate and 

historic struggles to 
obtain the full bene-
fits of being a citizen 
and consumer.

According to Jason 
N. Houle of Dart-
mouth College, and 
Fenaba R. Addo with 
the University of 
Wisconsin at Madi-
son, disproportion-
ately, Black student 
debt makes for an 
even more fragile 
Black Middle Class.

“We theorize that 
racial disparities in 
student loan debt 
accumulation and 
repayment are a 
function of racial-

ized economic hard-
ship and discrimina-
tion across the life 
course,” wrote the 
two scholars in a new 
report for the Rus-
sell Sage Foundation. 
“Some have argued 
that the student loan 
market is not unlike 
the mortgage market, 
where Blacks lack ac-
cess to fair credit and 
are disproportion-
ately steered toward 
high-interest loans 
that are difficult to 
repay.”

The esteemed 
scholars may be 
right. But in neigh-

borhoods across the 
country Black people 
do not need to the-
orize. We live that 
agony every day and 
nearly every year. 
Perhaps it is time to 
shift from research 
and data points to ac-
tivist engagement. 

To put it another 
way, what are we pre-
pared to do about it?  

Charlene Crowell is 
the Center for Respon-
sible Lending’s Com-
munications Deputy 
Director. She can be 
reached at Charlene.
crowell@responsi-
blelending.org.    

CITY OF MIAMI, 
FLORIDA
NOTICE TO THE 
PUBLIC
A public hearing 
will be held by the 
City Commission 

CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

\The Miami City Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, 
October 25, 2018 at 9:00 A.M., to consider the award of a contract to 
the Florida Not for Profit Corporation listed below through Anti-Poverty 
grant funds from the District 2 share of the City of Miami’s Anti-Poverty 
Initiative Program.  Rebuilding Together Miami-Dade, Inc., will utilize the 
funds for low-income single-family rehab projects in the West Grove, 
and to consider the City Manager’s recommendations and finding that 
competitive negotiation methods are not practicable or advantageous 
regarding these issues:
 
•  Rebuilding Together Miami-Dade, Inc. – low-income single family 
   rehab projects in the West Grove.  

Inquiries regarding this notice may be addressed to Malissa T. Suther-
land, Administrative Assistant II, Office of Grants Administration, at 
(305) 416-1005.

This action is being considered pursuant to Section 18-85 (A) of the 
Code of the City of Miami, Florida as amended (the “Code”). The rec-
ommendations and findings to be considered in this matter are set forth 
in the proposed resolution and in Code Section 18-85 (A), which are 
deemed to be incorporated by reference herein and are available as 
with the regularly scheduled City Commission meeting of October 25, 
2018  at Miami City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, Florida.

The Miami City Commission requests all interested parties be present 
or represented at   the meeting and may be heard with respect to any 
proposition before the City Commission in which the City Commission 
may take action.  Should any person desire to appeal any decision of 
the City Commission with respect to any matter to be considered at 
this meeting, that person shall ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made including all testimony and evidence upon which 
any appeal may be based (F.S. 286.0105).

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons 
needing special   accommodations to participate in this proceeding may 
contact the Office of the City Clerk at (305) 250-5361 (Voice) no later 
than five (5) business days prior to the proceeding.  TTY users may call 
via 711 (Florida Relay Service) no later than five (5) business days prior 
to the proceeding.
                  

   Todd B. Hannon
    City Clerk

#30304 

CITY OF MIAMI, 
FLORIDA
NOTICE TO THE 
PUBLIC
A public hearing 
will be held by the 
City Commission 

CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Miami City Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, 
October 25, 2018 at 9:00 A.M., to consider the award of a contract to 
the foreign limited liability company listed below through Anti-Poverty 
grant funds from the Mayor’s share of the City of Miami’s Anti-Pover-
ty Initiative Program. 500 Startups Incubator, L.L.C., will offer a series 
of programs, boot camps, and speaker events where participants will 
learn from mentors and experts regarding business growth, fundraising, 
and marketing, and to consider the City Manager’s recommendations 
and finding that competitive negotiation methods are not practicable or 
advantageous regarding these issues:
 
• 500 Startups Incubator, L.L.C. – To offer a series of business 
  programs, boot camps, and speaker events.  

Inquiries regarding this notice may be addressed to Malissa T. Suther-
land, Administrative Assistant II, Office of Grants Administration, at 
(305) 416-1005.

This action is being considered pursuant to Section 18-85 (A) of the 
Code of the City of Miami, Florida as amended (the “Code”). The rec-
ommendations and findings to be considered in this matter are set forth 
in the proposed resolution and in Code Section 18-85 (A), which are 
deemed to be incorporated by reference herein and are available as 
with the regularly scheduled City Commission meeting of October 25, 
2018  at Miami City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, Florida.

The Miami City Commission requests all interested parties be present 
or represented at   the meeting and may be heard with respect to any 
proposition before the City Commission in which the City Commission 
may take action.  Should any person desire to appeal any decision of 
the City Commission with respect to any matter to be considered at 
this meeting, that person shall ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made including all testimony and evidence upon which 
any appeal may be based (F.S. 286.0105).

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons 
needing special   accommodations to participate in this proceeding may 
contact the Office of the City Clerk at (305) 250-5361 (Voice) no later 
than five (5) business days prior to the proceeding.  TTY users may call 
via 711 (Florida Relay Service) no later than five (5) business days prior 
to the proceeding.

   Todd B. Hannon
    City Clerk

#30302 

Public service loan forgiveness program fails

Crowell
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She was able to garner enough money to leave 
her husband and take her children with her. 
Blake finalized her divorce in 2012.

“I had to be finally divorced before they police 
could do anything permanent . . . He got arrest-
ed for breaking in the house to attack me. They 
gave him five years,” Blake said. Her ex-husband 
is still incarcerated from the incident and for 
beating her 24-year-old daughter.

Blake continues to stay afloat with the reve-
nue from her business, but at times she said it 
could be more.

Blake got her first break in her business in Mi-
ami in December. She served her cupcakes at 
an event where influencer such as millionaire 
coach Stormy Wellington was in attendance. 
She went from selling 30 to 40 cupcakes a day 
at $3 a piece to 90 to 100 a day.

“People there liked the taste and the product,” 
said Blake. “They wanted to know who I was 
and where I was from. And they continued to 
want the product.”

She now delivers cupcakes in her Mazda 
Protégé from Lakeland to Broward and Miami 
every other day.

As Blake sat in front of a clear container of 
assorted cupcakes in a Dunkin store in Liberty 
City on Friday, patrons who walked in asked the 
same questions.

“I want to try a cupcake,” said a man who 
identified himself as “Party Boat Bobby.”

According to Bobby, the cakes live up to its 
velvet classification. “Nice and juicy,” he said 
after biting into a red velvet cupcake. He nick-
named her “Quita, the Cupcake Lady” after that.

The red velvet cupcake is Blake’s bestseller. 
Blake’s friend and longtime supporter, Saman-
thia Long, said they’re a hit because of the au-
thentic “down home Southern” recipe.

“It doesn’t consist of chocolate cake with 
red food coloring,” said Long. “The cupcakes 
are moist. They will make you feel good, and 
they’re addictive.” Long admitted that she has 
eaten up to five in one sitting.

 The product that melts in your mouth offers 
a sweet fix to customers, but most of all, it was 
the saving grace for Blake and her family.

Blake plans to use her business to help other 
families through baking classes and parties.

“This generation, not too many moms know 
how to cook,” said Blake. “I want to offer class-
es that will teach them like how Mom and Pop 
used to teach us back in the day.” 

Blue Velvet Cupcakes also specializes in cus-
tomized cakes, cookies and more. Vegan, dye-
free and gluten-free options are available.

For more information on Blue Velvet Cupcakes, 
follow @thebestbluevelvetcupcakes on Insta-
gram or email bvelvetcc@gmail.com.
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Eric Reid be-
came a free agent 
when his contract 
expired in March 
despite having a 
solid performance 
with the San Fran-
cisco 49ers.    

After six months 
on the shelf away 
from football, Reid 
made a bittersweet 
return to the em-
ployed ranks of 
the NFL.   

The 26-year-old 
has now signed a 
one-year deal with 
the Carolina Pan-
thers. 

The Pro Bowl 
safety made his 
debut with Car-
olina in a thrill-
ing last-second, 
63-yard-field-goal 
victory (33-31) 
over the New York 
Giants on Sunday, 
Oct. 7.    

The return was 
sweet, as he got 
a chance to again 
play the game he 
loves.  It was bit-
ter in the fact that 
his friend, Col-
in Kaepernick 
(whom he knelt 
beside in protest), 
remains unsigned 
by any NFL team.  

Reid continued 
the protests on 
the field by taking 
a knee in his first 
game with his new 
team.  

K a e p e r n i c k , 
though he remains 
sidelined, was 
one of the first to 
congratulate his 
former teammate 
and fellow activist 

following Reid’s 
signing, tweeting 
that the All Pro 
safety “should 
have been signed 
the 1st day of free 
agency.”

Marty Hurney, 
the Panther’s 
general manager, 
called the signing 
a “football deci-
sion.”  

What else would 
it be? What else 
should it be?

Carolina, whose 
veteran Da’Norris 
Searcy was placed 
on injured reserve 
after suffering his 
second concus-
sion in a month, 
had a real need for 
a proven safety to 
add depth at the 
position. 

If indeed the 
decision to be 
made was strictly 
a “football deci-
sion” as it should 
have been, Reid 
would have been 
able to find a ros-
ter spot on any 
one of the league’s 
32 teams prior to 
the start of the 
season. But, it is 
glaringly apparent 
that the social-in-
justice protest 
was the other fac-
tor at play here.  

Reid spoke with 
the media, saying 
his fight against 
social injustice 
isn’t over and he 
will not be drop-
ping his collusion 
case against the 
NFL.

At his press 

conference, Reid, 
wore an “#IM-
W I T H K A P ” 
shirt and made 
it clear that he 
and Kaepernick 
were still com-
mitted to giving 
a voice to people 
of color.  Both he 
and Kaepernick 
still have pending 
collusion cases 
against the league 
and its owners.  

“As we said, 
when we start-
ed, Colin and I, 
said: ‘Nothing 
will change unless 
you talk about 
it,’ so we’re go-
ing to continue 
to talk about it,” 
Reid said. “We’re 
going to contin-
ue to hold Amer-
ica accountable 
to the standard it 
says on paper, that 
we’re all created 
equal, because it’s 
not that way — 
but we’re going to 
keep pushing for-
ward.”

Reid said the 
Panthers did not 
ask him if he 
would protest be-
fore signing him.

But he says he 
will find a way to 
manage both his 
employment with 
the Panthers and 
his impending le-
gal case against 
the NFL.  

I don’t think that 
he will have many 
problems with 
finding that work-
life/protest bal-
ance, since he has 

the support of his 
new teammates.  

Wide receiver 
Torrey Smith, also 
a social activist, 
championed for 
Carolina to sign 
Reid. 

Panthers quar-
terback Cam 
Newton said he’d 
support whatever 
Reid decided to 
do.

Newton added 
that he thought 
Reid, who has 318 
tackles and 10 in-
terceptions so far 
in his career, was 
a “steal.” 

One team’s so-
cial-injustice ta-
boo is another 
team’s treasure.  

“I’m going to 
stand by him and 
none of that will 
be a distraction as 
far as us winning 
football games,” 
said the Panther’s 
QB. “What he does 

on the football 
field is going to 
impact this team. I 
know that.”

“Eric has been a 
starting safety in 
the NFL and has 
played at a high 
level through-
out his career,’’ 

Hurney said in a 
statement. “After 
we put Da’Norris 
Searcy on injured 
reserve, [coach] 
Ron [Rivera] and 
I discussed our 
options, and Eric 
was at the top of 
our list. “He is 

a physical safe-
ty with good ball 
skills and play-
making ability.’’ 

A sentiment 
echoed by Coach 
Rivera, lauding 
the safety for his 
“versatility” and 
the “flexibility” 
that he can bring 
to the position for 
the team.       

With his new 
team firmly be-
hind him, all that 

is left is to wait 
and see how 
things play out in 
the courtroom.  

Reid’s employ-
ment could actu-
ally boost both his 
and Kaepernick’s 
collusion cases.   

I’ll take this mo-
ment to raise my 
fist in a show of 
solidarity and say 
#IMWITHREID 
and #IMWITH-
KAEPERNICK.  

Eric Reid’s return to NFL 
considered ‘bittersweet’

ZIEGLER
REPORT
JENNY ZIEGLER, Zsportsreport@gmail.com

Decides to resume his career and also 
social injustice protests on the big field

CITY OF MIAMI
AUTOMOBILE 

Pursuant to Florida Statute Section 932.704, Public Notice is hereby given that the City of Mi-
ami, Florida, a municipal corporation, shall transfer for City use the below referenced vehicle. 
The transfer may take place no earlier than 10 days after the final publication.

 VIN NUMBER      MAKE  MODEL YEAR   BARCODE #
 
 

Annie Perez, CPPO
Chief Procurement Officer

Ad No. 31066

JTHBF1D26E5012915       LEXUS   IS250    2014    100023765

Eric Reid

Apartments 
1610 NW 47 Street

One bedroom, one bath. 
Upper Unit. $700 monthly. 
305-965-1144

6229 NW 2 Avenue
Two bedrooms, one bath. 
Section 8 OK. 55 and older 
preferred. 305-310-7463

8475 NE 2 Avenue
One and two bdrms, Section 8 
Welcome, 305-754-7776.

ARENA GARDEN

FREE WATER
Remodeled two, three 

bedrooms, air, appliances, 
laundry, gate. From $800. 

305-374-4412
CAPITAL RENTAL 

AGENCY
LICENSED REAL ESTATE 

BROKER
305-642-7080

Overtown, Liberty City, 
Brownsville, Allapatah. 
Apartments, Duplexes, 
Houses. One, Two and 

Three Bedrooms. Same day 
approval. Call for specials. 

305-642-7080 www.
capitalrentalagency.com

GRAND OPENING
NEW ARENA SQUARE 

Walking distance to school 
from $750. Remodeled one, 

two, three bedrooms, two 
baths. Central air, laundry, 

gated. Office 1023 NW 3 Ave. 
305-372-1383

Condos/Townhouses
SECTION 8 WELCOME

Three bedrooms, two baths, 
2235 NW 135 Terrace
19351 NW 45 Avenue
18709 NW 46 Avenue

Voucher must be over $1,875.
Rudy 786-367-6268

Duplexes
1129 NW 40 Street

Front unit, two bdrms., one 
bath, freshly renovated, secu-
rity bars, private yard, water 
included, Section 8 okay, 

305-778-2613
1266 NW 111 Street

Two bedrooms, one bath, 
near all facilities, free water. 
$950 monthly. Security re-
quired. 305-458-4133

1850 NW 42 Street
Two bedrooms, one bath, 
appliances, central air, water 
included. Call 954-329-7339

2020 NW 93rd Terrace
Two bedrooms, two baths, 
$1200 monthly, water includ-
ed. 786-213-4370.

30 Street NW 19 Ave
One Bedroom. Section 8 
Welcome. 305-754-7776

40 NE 64 Street
Two bedrooms, one bath. 
$1,100 mthly.

 Call 305-267-9449
521 NW 67 Street

Two bedrooms, one bath, ap-
pliances. Section 8 Welcome. 

305-751-7151
NORTH MIAMI AREA

One bdrm., one bath, $1,150 
with water and lights included. 
First and deposit to move in. 
Section 8 welcome.

 305-613-5181

Furnished Rooms

1270 NW 72 Street
Beautiful furnished room. 
Utilities,  cable, WiFi, 
appliances and central air 
included. $650 monthly. 

Appointment Only
Call 786-357-5000

1527 NW 100 Street
Rooms for rent. $125 weekly, 
air included. 305-310-7463

335 NW 203 Terrace
Gated community, TV, fridge, 
cable, full kitchen access and 
air. Call 954-678-8996

83 Street NW 18 Avenue
Clean room. 

305-754-7776
OPA LOCKA AREA 

2170 Washington Avenue
Clean rooms, $450, $500 and 
$550 mthly. 786-277-3434

Houses
1712 NW 66 Street

Two bedrooms, one bath, 
$1,400 monthly. Section 8 
Welcome. 954-914-9166

2135 NW 86 Street
Three bedrooms, one bath, 
$1,350, 786-975-5801

Unfurnished Rooms
1338 NW 68 Street

Room available.  Call 305-
298-0388 or 305-693-1017

ATTENTION MUST SEE!
BEHIND ON YOUR

MORTGAGE PAYMENTS? 
We have a solution.

305-440-1188

TONY ROOFING
45 Years Experience! 

Shingles, roofing and leak 
repairs. Call 305-491-4515

Employment 
Opportunities

Health Educator/
Prevention Counselor 1:

This employee is responsible 
for planning, implementing, 
and evaluating programs 
and services, which address 
risk behavior intervention in 
HIV/AIDS, substance use/
abuse, mental, social and 
emotional needs of individu-
als and groups, with special 
emphasis on minority men. 
Emphasis is on prevention 
education and early inter-
vention. Duties require the 
employee to function in com-
munity settings.

Field Outreach Worker:
 
Under the supervision of the 
Intervention Coordinator, the 
Field Outreach Worker is 
responsible for conducting 
street and community out-
reach. Recruiting gay and/
or straight minority men for 
HIV prevention and interven-
tion activities. This Outreach 
Worker must be willing to 
work late evenings and 
weekends in areas were gay 
congregate (including Night 
clubs, Gay bars).

No Phone Calls-
Apply in Person 

Monday-Thursday 9-3

Annex Building on Bethel 
Church Campus

17025 NW 22 Avenue
Miami Gardens, FL 33056

FUN, FLIRTY, LOCAL 
Women!

Call 786-364-7785 Try Free!
www.livelinks.com

GENE AND SONS, INC.
Custom-made cabinets for 
kitchens and bathrooms at 

affordable prices. 
14130 N.W. 22nd Avenue. 

Call 305-685-3565

MOTHER LUCY
SPIRITUAL HEALER 

52 Years of experience. Solve 
of all life problems. Reunite 
lovers. Call for free reading, 

817-485-7737

DIVORCE
Looking for Cynthia M. Brown. 
Please call 334-329-3091. My 
name is James Brown.

NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS 
NAME LAW

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of 
OCTAVIA HORNE WILLIAMS 
located at 18901 NW 17 Court 
in the city of MIAMI GAR-
DENS, Florida 33056, intends 
to register the said name with 
the Division of Corporations of 
the Department of State, Tal-
lahassee, Florida. Dated this 
3rd day of October, 2018.

FOR SALE

****ATTENTION****
Now You Can own Your
Own Home Today With

Free Cash Grants
UP TO $65,000

Any and all buyers
305-892-8315

House of Homes Realty

Houses

61st Street and 24 Avenue
Two bedrooms, one bath, 
central air, $1300 mthly. 

786-423-0429

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

REPAIRS

MEYGA
is looking for qualified teach-
ers and coaches. They must 
be certified for day and after 
school programs. Please 
call 305-579-3408.

NORTH DADE
Live-in CNA

Background a must
786-423-0429

EMPLOYMENT

PERSONALS

SERVICES

SPIRITUALIST

LEGALS

FICTITIOUS NAME

CALL
305.694.6210CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE

4 P.M.,  TUESDAY
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Lorraine Cammock, Operations Manager
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L
ittle is known about what actually took place at the 
historic Hampton House the night Cassius Clay beat 
Sonny Liston to become the world’s heavyweight 
champion on Feb. 25, 1964. What is known is that 
the newly crowned champion went to celebrate his 

victory with his equally iconic friends, singer Sam Cooke, civil 
rights activist Malcolm X and football great Jim Brown. 

A play entitled “One Night In Miami,” will attempt to tell the story of 
the night Cassius Clay celebrated his victory alongside his famous 
friends, all who stayed at the Hampton House due to Jim Crow-
era segregation laws. 

 “One Night,” written by Kemp Powers, explores the differ-
ent possible conversations that occurred among the four 
Black historical fi gures the night of Feb. 25, 1964 at the 
Hampton House. Presented by Miami New Drama, “One 
Night” will stage at the Colony Theatre of Miami Beach 
later this month, in a city that none of the Black enter-
tainers could sleep.

Powers, a playwright with journalistic experience, 
weaves facts from before-and-after that historic night 
with fi ctional representation to bring to life the dif-
ferent views and opinions of the four best friends, 
explained director of the play, Carl Cofi eld. The 
director cited Cassius Clay’s decision to begin the 
process of changing his name to Muhammad Ali 
that night at the Hampton House, as an example 
of how Powers uses history to artistically recon-
struct the possible conversations the four icons 
could have had. 

The dialogue of the play focuses on themes 
such as the racial tensions of the times, reli-
gious freedom, Black civil rights, as well as the 
struggle the four prominent fi gures had with 
being famous and infamous at the same time, 
with all eyes on their every move. “The biggest 
challenge was to bring these men to life, 360 
degrees,” Cofi eld said. “To give a holistic view 
of these men, and not just the stereotypes and 
preconceived notions that people 

SEE PLAY 6C

Four guys walk
into 
the Hampton House

of these men, and not just the stereotypes and 
preconceived notions that people 

SEE PLAY 6C

Four guys walkFour guys walk
into 
the Hampton House

Four guys walk

New play tells the story of Cassius Clay’s 
victory celebration with his iconic friends

Kieron Anthony 

stars in the play 

as Cassius Clay. 

Carl Cofi eld, director of 
“One Night in Miami.” 

Photos via Miami New Drama

Cast of “One 
Night in Miami”
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Joshua Henry 
receives raved 
Frost award

Miami Times Staff Report

A graduate of the Frost School of Music, who 
stars in “Hamilton,” was recognized by the Univer-
sity of Miami on Monday.  

Three-time Tony-award nominee Joshua Henry 
received the Frost Distinguished Alumnus Award 
at the Monday, Oct. 15 Frost Music Live concert, 
“Broadway at Frost.”  

Henry was nominated in 2018 for his role 
in “Carousel;” he also stars in the first touring 
company of the Broadway smash hit, “Hamilton.” 

Henry graduated in 2006 from the Frost School 
of Music at the University of Miami. A baritenor 
– a mash up of the words baritone and tenor – 
Henry majored in vocal performance.

On Monday, he joined Broadway star Marcus 
Lovett, along with Dan Strange of the Frost faculty 
and Frost Musical Theater Workshop and opera 
theater students for the evening’s performance in 
the University of Miami Gusman Concert Hall.  

Henry began his career in “Godspell,” and 
quickly moved on to a role in the ensemble and 
understudied the role of Benny, in an off-Broad-
way Tony Award-winning premiere run of “In the 
Heights.” He followed up his Broadway debut 
starring as “Favorite Son” in the original Broad-
way cast of the Green Day musical, “American 
Idiot,” and more recently starring as “Jake” in 
the Tony-award winning revival of “The Gershwins’ 
Porgy and Bess.” He also appeared as Jennifer 
Hudson’s boyfriend in the first “Sex and the 
City” movie. While attending the Frost School of 
Music at the University of Miami, he appeared 
in many musical theatre productions at the Jerry 
Herman Ring Theatre. 

Henry joined Lovett, who is the only lead actor 
to play “Phantom” on Broadway and London; 
Frost School of Music’s Director of Contemporary 
Keyboard Studies Dan Strange; and Frost stars of 
tomorrow in an evening of music from Broadway.

Music from Broadway 
featured in Monday concert

KATHRYN SHATTUCK
The New York Times

Like the light glinting off his hundred-carat smile, 
Taye Diggs’s career has bounced all over the place: the 
loathsome yuppie landlord in “Rent,” his Broadway 
breakthrough; the pulse-quickening young Jamaican in 
“How Stella Got Her Groove Back,” his film debut; and 
a succession of charismatic television professionals — 
most recently his Obama-esque mayoral candidate in 
“Empire,” who was killed off last season.

“I go between wanting to put on a nice suit and talk 
a lot of words and then roll around and shoot guns and 
scream,” Diggs said.

These days he’s taking on a national pastime, one with 
the power to both unite and divide.

In “All American,” airing Wednesdays on CW, Diggs 
plays Billy Baker, a varsity football coach who lures 
Spencer James (Daniel Ezra), a star athlete and ace 
student from South Central Los Angeles onto his flailing 
Beverly Hills high school team. (The series is inspired 
by the life of the former N.F.L. linebacker Spencer 
Paysinger.)

It’s a risky trade-off: In exchange for a gun-free zone 
and superior education, Spencer must jostle for posi-
tion on a roster filled with resentment — not least from 
Billy’s son, Jordan (Michael Evans Behling).

“All American” won’t duck the admiration and fury 
spurred by Colin Kaepernick, the former San Francisco 
49ers quarterback, and his protestation of police brutal-
ity and social injustice by kneeling during the national 
anthem, Diggs surmised.

“The writers haven’t been shying away from that type 
of fodder when it comes to telling these stories,” he 
said. “Sports is something that usually brings people to-
gether, being the catalyst for thought and conversation. 
The fact that we’re dealing with all that, I think, bodes 
well for the show.”

During a call from Los Angeles as he was driving 
Walker, his 9-year-old son with his ex-wife, his “Rent” 
co-star Idina Menzel, to basketball practice, Diggs, 47, 
talked about struggles with identity and lessons he 

SEE DIGGS 6C

Taye Diggs has 
a new title: 
Football coach 
Actor stars in show that raises 
real questions about identity 
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Congratulations to the 
Archdiocese of Miami on its 
Diamond (60) anniversary 
which was observed on Oct. 7 
at the Cathedral of Saint Mary 
with Solemn Vespers and a 
conferral of Diocesan honors 
celebrated by Archbishop 
of Miami Thomas Wenski. 
Bernadette Poitier and 
Monique Delancey 
were recipients from Holy 
Redeemer Church and 
parishioners chosen from St. 
Phillip Neri in Opa-
locka were Richard 
Smith and Dale 
Deshazior.

As the Whirl turns 
and turns in October, 
and as I write this 
column, we are 24 days 
away from elections. 
Every election is 
important, but this 
one is vital amidst the 
push in some states to use 
voter suppression tactics. 
The right to vote in America 
is one of the most priceless 

benefits of citizenship. 
Laws and policies are 
aimed at suppressing 
the vote of Black 
people and other 
vulnerable citizens. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. spoke profoundly 
of the power of the 
vote when he said,

“So long as I do 
not firmly and irrevocably 
possess the right to vote, 
I do not possess myself. I 

cannot make up my 
mind. It is made up 
for me. I cannot live 
as a democratic citizen 
observing the laws I 
have helped to enact. I 
can only submit to the 
edict of others.”

A Turn Out the Vote 
Prayer Breakfast has 
been scheduled at the 
Doubletree by Hilton 

on the morning of Saturday, 
Oct. 27 at 8 a.m.  Special 
guests will include Michael 
Eric Dyson author, preacher, 

radio host and 
professor of Sociology 
at Georgetown 
University;  and 
James Fortune, a 
two-time Grammy-
nominated gospel 
music recording 
artist. The Lawyers 
& Collars program, a 
nonprofit, multiracial 

and interfaith voter protection 
effort of Sojourners and 
Skinner Leadership 
Institute in partnership 
with faith-based and civic 
engagement organizations, is 
leading this initiative. 

Early voting in Miami-Date 
County starts on Oct. 27 and 
ends Nov. 3. Last weekend 
saw diverse activities at 
local churches, community 
meetings and civic meetings. 
For jazz lovers, the weekend 
kicked off Friday evening at 
the Historic Hampton House 
with Kurtis Wilson and 
Kindred Souls of Jazz Band 
(Blues/R&B/Jazz). Jazz Night 

is held on the last Friday of 
each month from 7:30 -11 
p.m. Every third Thursday 
of the month at 6 p.m., the 
Historic Hampton House will 
feature a film followed by 
a discussion in partnership 
with Florida International 
University and Miami 
Jazz and Film Society. The 
community is encouraged to 
come out and take part in this 
enriching cultural exchange. 
On Saturday, Oct. 13, the local 
chapter of Saint Augustine 
University alumni hosted a 
sports party at the Episcopal 
Church of the Transfiguration 
in Opa-locka, where Reverend 

Terrence Taylor is rector 
and his parishioners know 
he is an avid Florida State 
University fan. Among Saint 
Augustine grads wearing their 
school shirts were Angelita 
Browne, Reverend Richard 
Barry and Virla Barry. 
There is always a Rattler in 
the house, including Sharon 
Anderson joined by her 
sister, Bethune Cookman 
University Wildcat Eddrea 
Anderson Goodman and 
others from historically Black 
colleges and universities. It 
was a fun day of watching 
college sports, eating and 
having a good time. Thursday 
at the Historic Hampton 
House, the Unity Boulevard 

Film Series continues. 
The Church of the 

Incarnation in Liberty City 
observed family and friends 
day last Sunday. Reverend 
Bobbie Knowles is Rector. 
A picture is worth a thousand 
words, as you can see from 
the many friends and family 
who gathered after worship 
services in the J. Kenneth 
Major Parish Hall for dining, 
connecting, sharing and 
much more.

There is an African proverb 
that  says, “Hard Times 
require furious dancing.” The 
struggle continues as we Live, 
Love, Pray, Laugh, Dance and 
Sing in the Whirl. Blessings 
and let’s dance hard. 

VENNDA-REI GIBSON | VENNDAL43@GMAIL.COM
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The Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Once 
a week, Roberta Flack gives 
a musical performance for an 
exclusive group.

The lucky audience con-
sists of a musical director, 
who works with the legend 
to keep her instrument — her 
voice — in top form. It would 
be an important exercise for 
any singer, but even more crit-
ical given that the 81-year-old 
singer had a stroke more than 
two years ago and suffered 
a collapse that led to a brief 
hospitalization earlier this 
year.

“I know what it is to go over 
the same songs over and over 
again and to try to make them 
perfect. It’s interesting and it’s 
hard and it’s difficult at the 
same time,” Flack said in an 
exclusive interview with The 
Associated Press. “You have to 
stay on top of things.”

The public got a chance to 
hear the result of those mu-
sical tuneups, courtesy of the 
Jazz Foundation of America 
when it honored her Saturday, 
Oct. 13.

The Jazz Foundation of 
America provides assistance 
of all types to musicians who 
have suffered setbacks, wheth-
er they’re medical, financial 
or both. It was set to give 
Flack its lifetime achievement 
award at the Apollo Theater at 
a concert featuring Cassandra 

Wilson, Alabama Shakes lead 
singer Brittany Howard, Nona 
Hendryx and more. But Flack 
collapsed backstage and was 
rushed to the hospital. The 
concert went on without her.

On Saturday, the founda-
tion held its annual loft par-
ty, where they honored Flack 
again. It was her first public 
performance in at least a year. 
Participants included anoth-
er music legend and friend, 
Valerie Simpson, along with 
Macy Gray.

“I’m very excited that they 
want to give me an award, and 
I’m excited about the cause 
of the award, and the whole 
thing. I’m hyped about it,” 
Flack said.

Flack spoke to the AP at her 
assisted living facility in Man-
hattan. Sitting in a wheelchair 
and looking glamorous with 
curly hair cascading down her 
shoulders, the Grammy win-
ner was bright-eyed and artic-
ulate during a nearly 30-min-
ute conversation, though she 
occasionally relied on her 
manager to provide her with 
information about the week-
end event, to also feature ac-
tors Rosie Perez and Michael 
Imperioli.

Her work with the musical 
director from the Jazz Foun-
dation is part of that keeping 
in tune. Flack’s connection to 
the group started years ago, 
when they enlisted her to per-
form at a benefit for the late 

folk great Odetta, who had 
fallen on hard times.

“Ten years ago, she came 
out to help us when we were 
helping Odetta, who was one 
of her idols,” said Wendy Ox-
enhorn, the foundation’s ex-
ecutive director. “Roberta has 
been all of our idols. And now, 
since her stroke, we’ve been 
able to give back and help her, 
which is so beautiful.”

Oxenhorn said the founda-
tion is glad it had another op-
portunity to honor Flack.

“We didn’t want her to 
miss this because she is loved 
around the world, and she’s 
kept so many of us going 

through our hard times with 
her music, and she’s been 
such an icon and pioneer in 
her genre,” she said. “We want 
her to know how loved she is.”

Flack in turn lauded the or-
ganization and got emotional 
when speaking to Oxenhorn, 
who was present for the inter-
view.

“I thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart,” the singer 
said. “It seems like we get a lot 
of musicians who don’t need 
help, who do it themselves or 
do it on their own, and that’s 
not true, that’s not true, they 
need a lot of help. I’m happy 
to help.”

Roberta Flack returned to stage
Musical legend allowed public to 
hear voice after a health scare

AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill

File In this Jan. 31. 2010 file photo, Roberta Flack 
poses backstage at the Grammy Awards in Los Angeles. 

Arch Bishop of Miami Joseph Wenski

ANDREAS WISEMAN
Deadline

Fremantle, a production 
company, has taken global 
rights (excluding U.S., Canada 
and Israel) to “Enslaved,” a six-
part documentary series host-
ed by Samuel L. Jackson.

The series will chart the hor-
ror of slavery through under-
water archaeology. The series 
is being timed to coincide with 
the 400-year anniversary since 
the first African was brought 
to the New World as a slave.

Journalist Simcha Jacobovi-
ci (The Naked Archaeologist) 
will helm the series which 
will retrace the harrowing sea 
voyage that brought millions 
of Africans, over hundreds of 
years, to a life of slavery. The 
doc and its host Jackson, who 
is a licensed diver, will go in 

search of the sunken slave 
ships that went down with 
their human cargo. The actor’s 
own ancestors came from Ga-
bon in West Africa.

“For me, this is much more 
than a TV series,” said Jack-
son. “For me, ‘Enslaved’ is an 
attempt to give a voice to the 
millions whose voices were 
silenced.”

“Enslaved” is produced by 
Felix Golubev and Ric Bien-
stock and executive produced 
by Samuel L. Jackson, LaTan-
ya Jackson, Eli Selden, Rob 
Lee, Simcha Jacobovici and 
Yaron Niski.

Jens Richter, CEO of Fre-
mantle, said, “Fremantle has 
been working with the best 
international producers to cu-
rate the highest quality factual 
programming, and ‘Enslaved’ 
is a remarkable addition to 

our non-scripted slate. Host-
ed by the inimitable Samuel L. 
Jackson, this transformative, 

moving series exposes the 
shocking realities of slavery, 
retracing the traumatic jour-

ney they endured which be-
gan 400 years ago.”

Simcha Jacobovici, series 

director and executive pro-
ducer, whose previous proj-
ects include Atlantis Rising 
with James Cameron, added, 
“Our goal is to tell a global 
story of suffering and resis-
tance, of oppression and over-
coming, through the adven-
ture of finding and marking 
sunken slave ships.”

Fremantle has been building 
its high-end unscripted slate 
and recently secured partner-
ships with producers such as 
‘True to Nature for Expedi-
tion With Steve Backshall,’ 
and Simon Andreae’s ‘Naked 
Entertainment on Manson: 
The Lost Tapes.’ Other series 
on Fremantle’s slate include 
‘In Search Of,’ a reboot of the 
iconic 1970’s documentary 
series about globally unex-
plained phenomena hosted 
by Zachary Quinto and ‘I Am 
Paul Walker,’ a feature-length 
documentary film exploring 
the life and legacy of the late 
actor.

Samuel L. Jackson to host ‘Enslaved’ documentary
Docu-series to follow journey of 
slave ships across Atlantic Ocean

Photo via Essence 

The actor will dive deep into waters and history in documentary.
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Many visitors 
hang out at 

Labyrinth to wind 
down.

Photo via Travel Noire

HOW TO SPEND A DAY IN

BLACK-OWNED

AMSTERDAM
There’s a number of ways to support the 

African diaspora in the city

SHONTEL HORNE
Travel Noire

History and modernity collide in Amsterdam, a city that boldly embraces its past while it builds an even more progressive future. Known for the red-light 
district, 165 gorgeous canals within the city, parks, and landmarks like the Anne Frank House and the Van Gogh Museum, the capital of the Netherlands 
offers a unique experience that can’t fully (by law) be captured in pictures and videos.

Visitors travel to Amsterdam from around the world to have a good time, but the city also has a rich Black heritage that often gets overlooked. The 
Dutch Kingdom was prominent in the transatlantic slave trade, and as a result, the Netherlands has a vast Black history that can be unearthed if you 
know where to look, so use this guide to locate landmarks inspired by Black culture and to find out how you can support Black-owned businesses during 
a trip to Amsterdam.

STAY AT A 
BLACK-OWNED, 

WOMEN-ONLY HOSTEL

Bianca Brasdorp left her 
marketing career behind 
to open her hostel called 
Hostelle in 2012. Amster-
dam’s first and only all-fe-
male hostel, Hostelle has 
beautiful dormitory-style 
accommodations and is 
the perfect choice if you’re 
exploring Amsterdam on a 
budget or you’re traveling 
with a large group.

STEP BACK IN TIME 
DURING A BLACK HISTORY 

TOUR OF AMSTERDAM

Let Surinamese-American 
Jennifer Tosch be your guide 
as you tour the streets of 
Amsterdam while learning 
about the little-known pres-
ence and contributions of 
the African Diaspora in the 
Netherlands with Black Her-
itage Tours. Inspired by her 
quest to learn more about 
her late mother’s Surinam-
ese history, Tosch leads 
tourists through landmarks, 
some of the only Black-
owned buildings in Amster-
dam, and to monuments 
that tell the story of the 
Dutch Kingdom’s role in the 
transatlantic slave trade.

GET “COFFEE” AT AFRICAN 
BLACKSTAR COFFEESHOP

African Blackstar Cof-
feeshop is one of few 
Black-owned coffee shops/
licensed dispensaries in Am-
sterdam, so if you’re going to 
engage, why not spend your 
euro at a Black-owned busi-
ness? They also really do 
serve coffee and you’ll find 
more locals than tourists 
here, and fun fact: in Am-
sterdam, when a business 
says “coffeeshop” it means 
the establishment is a dis-
pensary, while “coffeehouse 
or café” means it’s a regular 
restaurant.

 HAVE BREAKFAST AT 
WATER & BROOD

Water & Brood is a chic 
restaurant located near 
many of Amsterdam’s fa-
mous museums and attrac-
tions where owners and 
brothers Rachid and Taraq 
Hok-Ahin serve everything 
from chicken and waffles 
and acai bowls to dishes in-
spired by their Surinamese 
roots.

VISIT THE NATIONAL 
SLAVERY MONUMENT

Late Surinamese artist 
Erwin de Vries created the 
Slavery Monument located 
in Oosterpark, which was 
unveiled in 2002 commemo-
rating the July 1863 abolish-
ment of slavery in Holland, 
Suriname, and the Dutch 
Antilles.

STOP BY AFRICAN 
KITCHEN FOR LUNCH 

Open since 2004, the goal 
of African Kitchen is to serve 
quality food to Africans vis-
iting and living in the Neth-
erlands and to introduce the 
unique flavors to Amsterdam 
natives. Here you’ll find West 
African soups, grilled or fried 
fish, and Jollof rice, and the 
restaurant also throws par-
ties every Friday.

SEE AFRICAN 6C

MARIAH TYLER 
Travel and Leisure

A spa getaway is a really good 
answer to many of life’s woes. But 
if you’re not sure what to expect, 
it's easy to stress yourself out about 
what to pack. You've got all of your 
treatments scheduled, the hotel and 
flights are booked, and packing is 
the final step before you can slip 
away from the stresses of life for 
some self-care.

To start, keep in mind that this 
trip is all about relaxation, so you'll 
want to pack items that feel light, 
are easy to wear, and aren't fussy. 
Avoid restricting fabrics and find 
comfort in breathable items, espe-
cially when putting together your 
outfits to wear to and from your 
trip.

Most spas are likely to provide 
temporary-use items like slippers, 
robes, and towels, but be sure to 
double check with the spa before 
your arrival. Depending on the type 
of spa and what sorts of activities 
are on your itinerary, you may need 
to consider a few more items for a 
worry-free time. If there are hiking 
trails nearby, bring a pair of hiking 
shoes, for example.

And if you find yourself not 
wanting to leave the spa's plush 
robes behind, plenty of brands sell 
them, and it would make for the 
perfect souvenir.

Below, we've rounded up the spa 
packing essentials that will bring 
you as much joy as a massage and 
glass of champagne and will take 
you seamlessly from the treatment 
table to a yoga session to the pool 
and back out into the world.

Essentials 
to relax at 
self-care 
vacation 

Courtesy of Net-A-Porter

Vince Verrell 2 suede slip-on 
sneakers

Courtesy of Madewell

Madewell tee bodysuit

Courtesy of Topshop

Topshop belted stripe roll-cuff 
trousers
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EVENTS
The Overtown Children and 
Youth Coalition
Free professional 
development workshops; now 
until February 2019; Register: 
www.overtowncyc.org/
workshops; Info: Contact Shari 
Benjamin at 786-477-5813.

Registered vendors
Representatives from 
the District’s Office of 
Procurement Management 
Service and Miami-Dade 
Beacon Council will host a 
free vendor development 
event; 6-8 p.m.; Oct. 18; Miami 
Coral Park Adult Education 
Center; 8865 SW 16th St.; 
For more info call 305-995-

3131 or RSVP at provents@
dadeschools.net.

1ST Annual Searching 
Beyond The Stars for a Cure
Breast cancer awareness 
event; 5-7 p.m.; Oct. 20; 645 
NE 167th St.

Hispanic Art Expressions
Vice Chairwoman Audrey M. 
Edmonson and The Office 
of Community Advocacy, 
Hispanic Affairs Advisory 
Board will host an art exhibit; 
6-8 p.m.; Oct. 25; Magnus 
Gallery; 219 NW 25th St.

SCHOOL MEETINGS
Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1963

Breakfast meeting; Oct. 6; 
Pastime Restaurant, 2469 NW 
62nd St.; Info: Call John at 
786-222-8380.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1968
2 p.m. every fourth Sunday; 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-218-6171.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1970
10:30 a.m.; Oct. 20; 190 NE 
199th St. Suite 100; For more 
info, call 305-343-9576.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1973
4 p.m. every third Sunday; 
location TBA; Info: Call 786-
877-1176 or email msoguns@
aol.com.

George Washington Carver 
High School Class of 1966
Noon every second Saturday, 
1234 NW 79th St.; Info: Call 
305-300-7630.

Miami Northwestern Class 
of 1962
3 p.m. every second Saturday, 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-681-3330.

Booker T. Washington Class 
of 1967
4–6 p.m. every third Saturday; 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-333-7128.

Booker T. Washington Class 
of 1959
11 a.m. every first Tuesday; 
Golden Corral, 9045 Pines 
Blvd.; Info: Call 305-989-0994.

Miami Northwestern Class of 
1961
Noon every second Tuesday; 
YET Center, 7090 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-696-11554.

Miami Jackson Class of 1971
2:30 p.m. every first Saturday; 
YET Center, 7090 NW 22nd 
Av.; Info: Call 786-285-2533.

Miami Northwestern Class of 
1959
10:30 a.m. every third Saturday; 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 786-897-2646.

ASSOCIATION/CHAPTER 
MEETINGS 

The Citizen Advisory 
Committee
7 p.m. every second Thursday 
to discuss general community 

issues; Northside Police 
Station, 799 NW 81st St.; Info: 
Call 786-512-3641.

Women on the Move Inc.
Every fourth Saturday for 
women 55 and older who are 
interested in traveling and 
networking; Location and time: 
TBA; Info: Call 305-934-5122.

The Miami Central High 
Alumni Association
7 p.m. every second and fourth 
Wednesday; Miami Central 
Senior High School library, 
1781 NW 95th St.; Info: Call 
305-370-4825.

The George Washington 
Carver Alumni Association
12:30 p.m. every third 
Wednesday; Community Center 
in Coconut Grove, 220 Florida 
Ave. (near US1); Info: Call 954-
248-6946.

The Miami-Dade Chapter of 
Bethune-Cookman University
6:30 p.m. every second 
Thursday; Omega Center, 
15600 NW 42nd Ave. 

Tennessee State Alumni 
Association/ Miami-Dade 
Chapter
9 a.m. every third Saturday; 

African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-336-4287.

The Morris Brown College 
Miami-Dade/Broward Alumni 
Association
9:30 a.m. every third Saturday; 
North Shore Medical Center, 
100 NW 95th St., Room C; Info: 
Call 786-356-4412.

Top Ladies of Distinction Inc.
10 a.m. every second Saturday; 
Info: Call Betty Bridges 786-
320-2891.

CLASSES
Women in Transition of South 
Florida
Class: Free computer lessons 
for women; time, date and 
location TBA; Info: Call 786-
477-8548.

Inner City Children’s Touring 
Dance
Class: Free introductory 
classical ballet workshops for 
girls ages 6-8 and 9-12; Time 
and date TBA; 1350 N.W. 50th 
St; Info: Call 305-758-1577 or 
visit www.childrendance.net.

The deadline for the Lifestyle 
Calendar is every Friday at 2 
p.m.

LIFESTYLE
HAPPENINGS

COMPILED BY THE MIAMI TIMES STAFF    
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BOOK REVIEW

Story shows hard work equals ‘No Small Potatoes’

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
bookwormsez@yahoo.com

Hard work pays off.
Your parents have said that, 

your teachers, too. Stop mes-
sin’; start paying attention; 
knuckle down; do your work, 
and see what happens. Hard 
work pays off, and in the new 
book “No Small Potatoes” by 
Tonya Bolden, illustrated by 
Don Tate, hard work grows an 
empire.

Forty cents a day.
That’s how much Junius G. 

Groves made at his first paid 
job. Before that, he worked for 
no pay because he was born a 

slave in Kentucky but as soon 
as “freedom came,” he headed 
west. He was about 20 years 
old then, and strong. Some say 
he walked the whole way to 
Kansas, more than 500 miles! 
When he got to the Great Kew 
Valley, he landed a job for 40 
cents a day.

Junius G. worked hard and 
soon, he was making 75 cents 
a day. Then he was appoint-
ed foreman and started mak-
ing a buck-twenty-five. He 
saved some of his money and 
he used the rest to rent farm-
land, where he and his wife, 
Mathilda, planted potatoes 
and chopped wood for sale, 

so that they could save even 
more money.

Junius G., you see, had a big 
dream.

A plot of land near Edwards-
ville, Kansas, was for sale and 

Junius wanted it. Problem was, 
those 80 acres cost more than 
all the money the Groveses 
had. That bothered Junius G. 
but what could he do, except 
to go into debt? He moved to 
the land, promising that he 
would pay the loan off in one 
year – and he got to work.

First, there was a house to 
build. There was a forest to 
clear, so he could plant more 
potatoes. The Groveses had 

children to raise by then and 
the kids pitched in. In a years’ 
time, they paid every pen-
ny they owed and you know 
what they did then…

By 1902, Junius G. was 
known as “Potato King of 
the World.” He sent potatoes 
north to Canada and south to 
Mexico. He grew so many po-
tatoes that the railroad built 
a “hub” to him. He eventual-
ly “grew jobs,” 10 children, a 
community and a church.

This sounds like a won-
derful little life-lesson fable, 
doesn’t it?  A nice tale to 
encourage industriousness, 
right?  Except that “No Small 
Potatoes” is a true story.

It’s a delightful one, at that. 
Author Tonya Bolden shares 
this hidden tale in a most 

unique way: her story weaves 
between the words of Junius 
G. himself, which shows his 
strength and ways of thinking. 
That determination is told as 
though it’s no big deal, but 
kids will know better; it truly 
helps that the story, on Bold-
en’s side, is made completely 
relatable through words and 
language that a child might 
use, while artwork by Don 
Tate makes it feel comfort-
able.   

Will you want fries with 
that?  Maybe, because this 
book will also speak to young 
foodies who could eat spuds 
at every meal, as well as 4-to-
8-year-olds who enjoy hidden 
tales. If that’s your child, find-
ing “No Small Potatoes” will 
really pay off. 

Junius G. Groves gives life-lessons 
and hidden messages in new book

Tonya Bolden

DANIELLE JAMES
Hello Beautiful

While everyone else looks 
forward to Friday, Shonda 
Rhimes finds her power in 
Thursday. The television 
producer, who most simply 
calls herself a “storyteller” 
owns programming for one 
of the biggest nights in TV in 
terms of advertising dollars. 
She’s expanding her reach by 
bringing Shondaland to Net-
flix, but it doesn’t stop there. 
The 48-year-old, mother of 
three has partnered with 
Dove for their #GirlCollec-
tive by producing content for 
the brand as well as most re-
cently hosting a workshop for 
over 200 girls.

International Day Of The 
Girl is approaching was Oct. 
11 and Dove launched their 
Girl Collective with the help 
of Shonda Rhimes, singer 
Sza, and transgender rights 
activist Jazz Jennings. The 
Girl Collective is a sisterhood 
(both online and offline) that 
builds confidence and chal-
lenges beauty stereotypes. 
I got to see the Girl Collec-
tive in action at their large 
workshop held in downtown 
LA where the above women 
spoke to tweens and teens 
about developing self-esteem 
and reaching their full poten-
tial.

Rhimes keynoted the event 
where she spoke about her 
personal experiences with 
body image, her role as a sto-
ryteller, and more. She held 
nothing back and openly ad-
mitted that “media does an 
awful job of reflecting real 
people on television.”  How-
ever, we can’t focus or rely 

on the media to do the work 
for us. We have to build our 
self-esteem so we aren’t af-
fected by outside. She em-
phatically told the group of 
girls (including her daughter 
in the audience), “It really is 
what you believe about your-
self is true. Period. It’s almost 
like you are casting a spell 
on yourself in the craziest of 

ways. What you believe about 
yourself becomes fact, in ev-
ery way.”

She spoke about her up-
bringing: “What I did not 
have many of is friends. I was 
very smart. I was not cute. I 
was different. And no one is 
crueler than a pack of humans 
faced with someone who is 
different. A lot of kids were 
mean to me. So I spent my 
free time reading books and I 
lived deep inside the worlds I 
built in my imagination.”

Her love for books and 
writing would lead her to 
be one of the most power-
ful women in television and 
media. However, while she’s 
successful, well-liked and fa-
mous, she admits that during 
her childhood, books didn’t 

save her completely. Though 
she lived in her imagination, 
“That didn’t mean I was lone-
ly. That didn’t mean I didn’t 
wish I could look like some-
one else or act like someone 
else. I definitely had those 
moments. A lot.” With time 
though, things changed for 
Rhimes. “Somewhere down 
the road things changed for 
me. My inner voice shifted. I 
like to think that it had a lot to 
do with my love for writing. 
Writing has been my love, my 
truth…it’s who I am.”

Rhimes has a quiet strength 

about her, but holds a power-
ful message. She looked out 
at the crowd consisting of our 
future generation and said, 
“You are enough just the way 
you are.” 

“I tapped into what I love 
and I kept going. I encour-
age you to explore who you 
are. What defines you?” She 
reiterated the importance 
of creating of one’s opinion 
of self for self, Rhimes said, 
“There will be opinions out 
there. Many. And many of 
those opinions will be about 
what you should look like, 

what beauty is.” She em-
powered the girls by firmly 
telling them, “Your body is 
yours. My body is mine. And 
nobody’s body is up for com-
ment.”

This was pretty much the 
theme of the Girl Collective 
for the day. Dove is using it’s 
platform to create a commu-
nity for girls to not only con-
nect, but also take action. You 
can join the community on 
Facebook.

Rhimes tapped into her 
younger self and gave advice 
to the girls who might be 

struggling with self, “Once 
you decide to define yourself, 
things become so much easi-
er.” She also shared a message 
from her dad who always told 
Rhimes, “The only limit to 
your success is your own 
imagination.”

We’re so here for this part-
nership between Shonda 
Rhimes and Dove. The brand 
continues to build a founda-
tion for women and girls to 
feel good about themselves 
and I’m excited to see what 
flourishes out of this partner-
ship.

Emma McIntyre / Getty 

Shonda Rhimes spoke to over 200 girls at a workshop.

Shonda Rhimes talks self-esteem in Dove campaign
Producer shares how writing helped 
her to block out childhood bullies

I tapped into what I 
love and I kept going. 

I encourage you to 
explore who you are. 
What defines you?"

Shonda Rhimes

“
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AFRICAN
CONTINUED FROM 4C

RIDE BIKES TO 
NELSON MANDELA PARK
Nelson Mandela Park isn’t 

Black-owned since it’s a pub-
lic park, but the sprawling 
grounds, located in the Am-
sterdam-Zuidoost borough 
and the diverse neighborhood 
of Bijlmermeer, is a great 
place to spend the afternoon 
if you want to enjoy nature 
and hang out in a neighbor-
hood that has a significant 
Black population.

GO TO AN EVENT AT THE 
BLACK ARCHIVES

The Black Archives is home 
to more than 3,000 books 
which all focus on race, col-
onization, feminism, and the 
legacy of Black Dutch writers 

and scientists. The venue 
hosts several exhibitions, film 
screenings, conversations, 
and community events every 
month, so if you want to learn 
about the Black Dutch experi-
ence of the past and present 

in great detail, a trip to the 
Black Archives is a must.

WIND DOWN WITH DINNER, 
DRINKS, AND POETRY

Craving soul food and spo-
ken word while you’re in Am-

sterdam? Labyrinth is the 
place to be if you want to 
meet creative locals and 
enjoy exceptional cock-
tails by Sam Kingue Ebelle. 
Here you’ll find live music 
and poetry nearly every 
night of the week, and the 
menu is a mix of American 
soul food classics, Carib-
bean dishes, and West Af-
rican flavors.

TAKE A DAY TRIP TO 
ROTTERDAM

If you want to take a 
break from Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam is a short train 
ride away and has a bus-
tling creative and culture 
scene of its own. Visit The 
Skin Studio by Luenna Jane 
if you’re in the mood for 
skin treatments designed 
for people of color and try 
the best West African food 
in the city at Mama Essi.

Many 
Blacks in 
Amsterdam 
visit Nelson 
Mandela 
Park.

Photos via Travel Noire

PLAY
CONTINUED FROM 1C

walk in believing.”
Contemporary issues that 

are still prevalent in Ameri-
can society are explored, ex-
plained Michel Hausmann, 
Miami New Drama’s artistic 
director. “The play captures 
a conversation that we hav-
en’t fully been able to advance 
too much,” Haussmann said. 
Haussmann alluded to Colin 
Kaepernick's efforts to pro-
test extreme and targeted 
policing of Black people, and 
compared it to Ali’s backlash 
for resisting the draft and em-

bracing Islam, as an example 
of the play’s contemporane-
ous tone and feel. The play 
also features one of the most 
elaborate stages ever crafted 
by Miami New Drama, ex-
plained Hausmann. The set 
was designed to accurately 
represent the hotel rooms at 
the Hampton House.  

Both Hausmann and Cofield 
also stressed the play’s histori-
cal importance. In a city that is 
embracing of tourists and vis-
itors, little is known about the 
segregation that happened in 
Miami during the Civil Rights 
era, the artistic director and 
director of the play said. “This 
is an important story that has 
to be told and celebrates Mi-

ami history,” Cofield said.      
Kieron Anthony, who stars 

as Cassius Clay/Muhammad 
Ali, said the audience will get 
to see the real, genuine rela-
tionship these four friends 
had. 

“You get a taste of these guys 
who are in the limelight being 
seen by the media, but you also 
see this side of them when it is 
just four friends sitting down 
in a hotel room,” Anthony said. 
“They are really having these 
conversations, and challenging 
each other, calling each oth-
er out and questioning things 
that have been going on.” 

For Cofield, directing “One 
Night In Miami” is a dream 
come true. Cofield, a Miami 

native and University of Mi-
ami graduate, has acted in and 
directed plays in New York, 
Los Angeles and Europe. “It is 
a story that is near and dear to 
my heart,” he said. “This play 
offers a lot for everyone, for 
folks who haven't been to the 
theater and for folks who are 
seasoned theatergoers.” The 
play features sports, music, 
entertainment and politics, 
which makes it appealing to 
different kinds of audiences, 
Cofield said.

“One Night In Miami” opens 
from Oct. 25 to Nov. 18 at the 
Colony Theatre, located at 
1040 Lincoln Road, Miami 
Beach. Tickets at www.colo-
nymb.org

Miami Times Photo / Felipe Rivas 

Director, Carl Cofield, far left, stands with the cast of “One Night in Miami.” 

If you want to stay in Amsterdam, A Black-owned 
hostel is the way to go.

DIGGS
CONTINUED FROM 2C

might pass on to his child.
Here are edited excerpts from the conversation.
Why “All American”?
This one was very specifically poignant to what is 

happening today in this country, in society and also 
in my life. It deals with socioeconomics and race, sex-
uality and identities. Spencer moves in with my fam-
ily, and I’m married to a white woman and have two 
biracial children. So everybody’s challenged when 
it comes to how they identify themselves and how 
other people identify them. And that’s something I’ve 
had to deal with being an African-American young 
man with an education, and people stereotyping me. 
There’s one line where in the show my son asks me if 
I think he’s Black enough. And that really hit me hard 
because there were times in my life when I’ve asked 
myself and my mother that.

What are your thoughts about the player pro-
test movement?

At the end of the day, everything that’s happening 
is healthy for our United States of America, because 
it forces us to look at how united, if at all, we really 
are. And I think these are growing pains. I have my 
own opinions, but at the same time I want to make 
sure that I try really, really hard to listen to the other 
side and kind of empathize. So I think that’s going to 
be the lesson, that’s going to be the pill that we have 
to swallow, because that seems to be the thing that 
we need the most work on as a country regardless of 
who believes what.

And Kaepernick’s Nike ad?
It didn’t even hit me at first. I mean, I thought it 

was cool because I’ve been a fan of his from before all 
this, so I was like, “Great, I guess he’s not hurting for 
dough.” And then at the gym something was on TV 
where there was a controversy, and it forced me to 
actually think, “Oh wait, I’m forgetting what this cat 
represents to a lot of people.” I have no idea if Nike 
[executives] knew that it would be controversial, and 

they did it more for their attention to the money. But 
no matter how you cut it, for me it’s awesome.

You’ve said that you wondered as a young man 
whether you were Black enough. Is that a discus-
sion you anticipate having with your own son?

I don’t know. He’s growing up in a different time. 
Everything that I got made fun of, he gets rewarded 
for. I was watching “2 Dope Queens,” two beautiful 
Black women standing up for all things female and 
Black, and they both had no issue talking about 
their white boyfriends. And in the time that I grew 
up, they would have gotten booed off the stage. 
But we’re in a day and age where it rolls off their 
tongues, and the audience laughs at the jokes, and 
that’s awesome. That’s the climate in which Walker 
is being raised in, and it’s all right with me. He’s in 
a classroom where a lot of the kids look like him; 
everybody is mixed with a little something. He’s 
going to have to deal with other issues — but he’s 
not going to deal with a lot of what I had to deal 
with.

Taye Diggs plays 
in new show that 
deals with football 
and social issues.

Emily Berl for The New York Times
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Over the last few years, 
many interactions between 
the police and Black teenag-
ers have been far from good. 
Viral videos of police aggres-
sion on teenagers have ap-
peared and created a bigger 
rift between the youth and 
law enforcement. A local 
youth mentorship group is 
gathering both sides to have 
a talk with each other to dis-
cuss these issues and hopeful-
ly bring the two sides closer 
together. The Lamplighters of 
the Sigma Alpha Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity is 
hosting an inaugural conver-
sation dubbed, Bridge Build-
ers symposium: Creating 
Friendships and Overcoming 
Fear.

“We want to enhance the 
relationship between young 
students and law enforce-
ment.  We hope to create 
friendly relationships and dis-
pel fears,” said David Chees-
borough, head coordinator of 
the Lamplighters.

The Bridge Builders sym-
posium will be 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 20 at the 
Omega Activity Center, lo-
cated at 15600 NW 42nd 
Ave., in Miami Gardens. The 
event is free and open to the 
public. Representatives from 
Miami Gardens and North 
Miami police departments, 
Miami-Dade County Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation and 
the State Attorney's Office 
will share scenarios and how 
to navigate encounters with 
them.

“We want teenagers to 
learn the challenges for law 

enforcement when interact-
ing with young folks. We also 
want the officers to under-
stand the concerns and fears 
of our youth,” said Cheesbor-
ough.

The Lamplighters is Ome-
ga’s youth mentorship group 
established in 1995 to help 
young men between the ages 
of 13 and 17. 

“We know the need to 
coach and mentor our young 
Black males to help them 
be leaders, significant men 
and successful citizens,” said 
Cheesborough. “Guidance 
and Instruction produce wis-

dom, which is important for 
young folks to gain in order to 
make good decisions.” 

The program has pro-
duced results. A majority 
of the young men who have 
participated in the program 
now attend schools as such 
as Hampton University, 
Bethune-Cookman University 
and Florida State University.

The Lamplighters is admin-
istered through the Omega 
Activity Center Foundation. 
The group meets twice a 
month, hosting workshops 
revolving around a skill or ac-
tivity. 

David Jackson, an author, 
and teacher at Miami Central 
High School organized a ses-
sion. 

“We had an interactive 
workshop about making 
choices and decisions. When 
you make a choice you’re 
stopping and considering all 
possible outcomes. When you 
make a decision, you look at 
the word decide, which has 
the letters C-I-D-E which ap-
pear in most words like ho-
micide, suicide, and genocide, 
which kills all. So you’re kill-
ing off all your other options,” 
said Jackson.    

Jackson will also be the 
keynote speaker of the sym-
posium. He plans to deliver a 
message about freedom and 
trust in law enforcement. 

“I want people to leave with 
the knowledge of their free-
dom and their ability to do 
many things that others can-
not. I also want them to find 
the peace inside themselves 
to trust law enforcement who 
are designed to help protect 
our freedoms,” said Jackson. 

A prison inmate will be 
talking about freedom and de-
cisions at the symposium as 
well, presented by the depart-

ment of corrections.
“The inmate will share the 

real challenge and grit of be-
ing locked up. The depart-
ment of corrections does this 
often for presentations as 
means of a deterrent,” said 
Cheesborough.

The Bridge Builder sympo-
sium is an attempt to shrink 
the rift between the police 
and Black youth. 

“The symposium is a chance 
to dissolve barriers. You are 
going to see young men and 
women indulging in conversa-
tions that adults are not even 
having,” said Jackson.

LAMPLIGHTERS’ SYMPOSIUM TO 
SPARK DISCUSSION BETWEEN 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND YOUTH

Bridging the

trust gap

The Lamplighters 
at its  monthly 
meetings.

Photos courtesy of Lawrence Charles 

The Lamplighters at its end-of-the-school-year banquet.
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CATHOLIC
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Rev. Alexander Ekechukwu, CSSp
1301 NW 71 Street • 305-691-1701 

BAPTIST
New Philadelphia Baptist Church

Pastor Rickie K. Robinson Sr.
1113 NW 79th Street • 305-505-0400

Greater Harvest Baptist Church
Rev. Kenneth McGee

2310 NW 58th Street • 786-717-5818

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
New Christ Tabernacle Church

Rev. Harold Harsh
1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Walking in Christ M.B. Church
Rev. Larry Robbins, Sr.

3530 NW 214th Street • 305-430-0443

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church

Elder William Walker
5895 NW 23rd Avenue • 305-635-3866

New Christ Tabernacle M.B. Church
Rev. Harold Marsh

1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Valley Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Elder Johnnie Robinson

1395 NW 69th Street • 305-835-8316

New Mount Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Bernard E. Lang, Pastor/Teacher
7103 NW 22 Avenue • 305-691-8015

Second Canaan  
Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Jeffrey L. Mack, Pastor

4343 NW 17 Avenue 305-638-1789

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Van Gaskins, Jr., Pastor/Teacher
7510 NW 15th Avenue • 305-418-0012

True Faith Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John M. Fair

1890 NW 47th Terrace • 786-262-6841

The Kingdom Agenda Worship Center
Prophetess Felicia Hamilton-Parramore

630 Sharar Avenue • 954-707-3274

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church

Rev. Michael H. Clark, Jr., Senior Pastor
1778 NW 69th Street • 305-696-4201 

New Resurrection Community Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony A. Tate

2167 NW 64th Street • 305-342-7426 

PENTECOSTAL
New Faith Deliverance Center COGIC

Pastor Dr. Willie Gaines
3257 NW 7th Avenue Circle • 305-335-4389

New Life Christian Center
Rev. Bruce Payne

5726 Washington Street • 786-536-9039 

MORAVIAN CHURCH
New Hope Moravian Church

Pastor Gregorio Moody
6001 SW 127th Avenue • 305-273-4047

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ at Coconut Grove

Minister William D. Maddox
3345 Douglas Road • 305-448-0504

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Revival Tabernacle Assembly of God 

Pastor Leonard Shaw
2085 NW 97th Street • 305-693-1356

NON DENOMINATION
Lively Stone Church of Miami

Pastor David Doriscar
8025 NW Miami Court 754-400-0899

CHURCH Listings

Call 305.694.6210 to place 
your Church Listing

The Universal Truth Center 
for Better Living
Is having celebration lessons 
that will give the community 
the opportunity to adventure 
in faith from now until Oct. 21; 
For more info, call 305-624-
4991 or visit utruthcenter.org.

Global Church
2nd Annual Party in Pink 
Zumbathon; 7:30-9 p.m.; Oct. 
19; 17701 NW 57th Ave.

True of Life Apostolic 
Center Purpose Church
Having a Harvest Time Family 
Conference; 7:30 p.m.; Oct. 

17; 4888 NW 183rd St. Suite 
215; For more info, contact 
Shawnda Stepney at 239-745-
8481.

South Miami Lutheran 
Church
Special Needs Fitness Sports 
Karate Class; noon – 1 
p.m.; Oct. 20; 7190 Sunset 
Dr.; For more info, visit 
fitnesssportskarate.com.

Holy Family Episcopal 
Church
Domestic Violence Forum; 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m.; Oct. 20; 18501 
NW 7th Ave.

Riverside Baptist Church
5th Grade Sunday School; 
9:30 – 10:45 a.m.; Oct. 21; 
10775 SW 104th St.; RSVP at 
bit.ly/2pTsX41.

The Adrienne Arsht Center 
for the Performing Arts of 
Miami-Dade County
Free gospel Sundays; 5 p.m.; 
Oct. 21; 1300 Biscayne Blvd.; 
For more info go to www.
arshtcenter.org. 

Walker Temple Church of 
God in Christ
Will present their Spiritual 

Warfare Revival; 7 p.m.; Oct. 
18-19; 1781 NW 69th Ter.; For 
more info, call 305-812-6263 
or 305-836-3629.

The Kingdom Agenda 
Ministries Inc.
Free counseling, tutoring, 
health screenings and 
messages of services are 
being offered by Senior Pastor 
Felicia Hamilton-Parramore; 
Call 954-707-3274 for more 
details.

Gathering All Parents to 
Prayer
Prayer for youth; noon every 
third Saturday; 835 NW 
119th St. Call Apostle Thelma 
Knowles at 305-332-1736 for 
more details.

Greater New Bethel Baptist 
Church
Provides behavioral health, 
intervention and treatment 
services for Black men at risk 
for HIV or substance abuse 
disorders. Call 305-627-0396 

for more details.

Sistah to Sistah Connection
Women’s empowerment 
meeting; 10 a.m. – noon every 
second and fourth Saturday; 
Parkway Professional Building 
in Miramar. Call 954-260-9348 
for more details.

The Elks Historical 
Business and Conference 
Center
Gospel Kickback with 
entertainment and fine dining; 
noon – 6 p.m. every Sunday; 
Call 305-224-1890 for more 
details.

Metropolitan AME Church
Food and clothing giveaway 
every second Saturday; 
Call 786-277-4150 for more 
details.

Zion Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church
Food and clothing distribution; 
4 p.m. every Wednesday; 
Call 786-541-3687 for                  

more details.

First Haitian Church of God
Food drive; 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
every Saturday; Call 786-362-
1804 for more details.

New Day N Christ 
Deliverance Ministry 
Free mind, body and soul self-
empowerment and Zumba 
fitness classes; Call 305-691-
0018.

Florida Independent 
Restoration Ministries
Prayer for families dealing 
with drugs and alcohol; Call 
800-208-2924 ext. 102 or 
prayer line, ext 104.

MEC Ministries
Provides healing services; 
7:30 p.m. every fourth Friday; 
Call 305-693-1534 for more 
details.

The deadline for the Faith 
Calendar is on or before 2 
p.m. Mondays
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Special to The Miami Times

At some point in life, 
we all will encounter 
someone who doubts our 
ability to perform or suc-
ceed—whether it’s in our 
relationships, regarding a 
specific talent, or even in 
our profession or career. So 
many people are given up 
on — counted out — solely 
because of past failures.

Full of drama and re-
al-life situations you can 
relate to, “Don’t Count Me 
Out!” delivers a message 
that, despite how things 
may appear, no one should 
ever be counted out, and 
that hidden deep inside the 
heart of every person is the 

ability to come back stron-
ger and better than before.

Written and directed by 
Henry Fernandez, “Don’t 
Count Me Out!” features 
singer/actor Tony Terry; 
comedian Marcus Wi-
ley; season one winner of 
TV’s “The X Factor,” Mel-
anie Amaro; and gospel 
singer/songwriter Shirley 
Murdock.

“Don’t Count Me Out!” 
made its debut on Friday, 
Oct. 5, at The Faith Center.

Fernandez, a playwright, 
entrepreneur, motivation-
al speaker and television 
host, is founder and CEO 
of ZoeStream Enterprises, 
which includes: ZoeStream 
Productions, ZoeStream 

Network, ZoeStream 
Records and ZoeStream 
Publishing. 

Also an ordained min-
ister, Fernandez believes 
God has empowered him 
with unique talents to help 
people live a daily victori-
ous lifestyle of faith. The 
venture of ZoeStream Enter-
prises is part of a diverse 
methodology that is being 
used to encourage people 
to commit to serve God and 
empower those who are 
facing challenges with the 
issues of life.

Fernandez and his wife, 
Carol, reside in Fort Lauder-
dale, and are the parents of 
two sons, Seion-Zane and 
Elijah-Zane.

Miami Times photos/Gregory Reed

The Faith Center debuts 
‘Don’t Count Me Out!’
Minister writes a play on how to get past failures 

Every year, in cities around the globe, supporters prove they are “More Than Pink.” Hun-
dreds, including R. Jai Gillum and Kristen King, joined the 2018 Komen Miami/Fort Lauder-
dale More than Pink walk, Saturday, Oct. 13, at Bayfront Park, Downtown Miami.

Miami Times Photo/Gregory Reed

Walk for more than pink
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“This building will be a place 
that stands as an enduring 
and powerful testament to a 
woman who not only was the 
beloved mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother to gen-
erations of the Lacks family, 
but the genesis of generations 
of miraculous discoveries that 
have changed the landscape 
of modern medicine and that 
have benefited, in truth, the 
much larger family of human-
ity,” Johns Hopkins University 
President Ronald J. Daniels 
said Saturday during the uni-
versity’s ninth annual Henrietta 
Lacks Memorial lecture series.

Construction of the new 
building, which will be adjacent 
to the university’s Berman In-
stitute of Bioethics' Deering 
Hall in East Baltimore, will be 
the site of further study “to 
promote research ethics and 
community engagement,” the 

university said.
Lacks’s cells, dubbed “HeLa 

cells” by the scientific commu-
nity, have been the subject of a 
best-selling book, “The Immor-
tal Life of Henrietta Lacks,” 
by Rebecca Skloot and a tele-
vision movie, starring Oprah 
Winfrey as Henrietta Lacks’s 
daughter, Deborah Lacks.

The cells have also been the 
center of ongoing controversy 
over whether the family should 
receive financial proceeds from 
their sale. In June, a lawyer rep-
resenting Lawrence Lacks, the 
eldest son of Henrietta Lacks, 
told The Washington Post she 
planned to file a petition seeking 
“guardianship” of the cells.

“The question we are dealing 
with is, ‘Can the cells sue for 
mistreatment, misappropriation, 
theft and for the profits earned 
without their consent?’” 

SEE LACKS 11D
The Baltimore Sun

Lawrence Lacks, 81, the son of Henrietta Lacks, looks at a painting of his mother.

Henrietta Lacks 
immortalized

JOHNS HOPKINS NAMES BUILDING TO HONOR WOMAN WHOSE CELLS WERE TAKEN 

Johns Hopkins University announced it will name a new 
research building on campus in honor of Henrietta 
Lacks, whose “immortal cells” led to the development 
of the polio vaccine, studies of leukemia and AIDS, che-

motherapy and in vitro fertilization research as well as the 
effects of zero gravity in space.

DENEEN L. BROWN 
The Washington Post

A photo of 
Henrietta Lacks 
sits in the living 
room of her 
grandson Ron 
Lacks, 57, in 
Baltimore last 
year.

Jonathan N
ew

ton/The W
ashington Post 
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Miami Times Staff Report

More than 200 of Florida Memorial Universi-
ty’s scholars were celebrated last Thursday at 
the Honors and Awards Day.

Interim President Jaffus Hardrick and de-
partment chairs presented each student with 
awards that included a presidential scholar, 
outstanding scholar in academic field of study, 
dean’s list, honor roll and honor societies.

The Honors and Awards Day speaker was Dr. 
Dejon Maloney, who graduated from FMU in 
2010. He currently practices family medicine at 
Bayfront Health, in St. Petersburg.

“Success is a journey, not a destination. 
You never get a second chance to make a first 
impression,” Maloney said. 

Originally from St. Kitts and the first to gradu-
ate from college in his family, Maloney said his 
first application to FMU was not accepted. He 
then began working at a pharmacy in Liberty 
City and later was accepted. 

“There will be mistakes along the way; don’t 
give up, don’t be afraid and learn from your 
mistakes,” Maloney said.

Maloney is a living testament to creating his 
pathway to success. He is currently the only 
Black physician in a group of 24 and one of the 
youngest doctors on staff at the hospital where 
he practices.

“Don’t become preoccupied with the things 
you cannot change. Pursue what you believe 
in. Let excellence be your habit,” he told the 
students.

FMU awarded and 
honored its brightest
Academic excellence and success  of students recognized

Dr. Dejon 
Maloney

Florida 
Memorial 
University 
Deans List

Florida 
Memorial 
University 
Presidential and 
Honor Scholars
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.  — Romans 8:28

Apostolic 
Revival Center

Services

305-836-1224

Wed. Intercessory Prayer 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Morning Service 11 a.m.
Sun.-Eve. Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Fri. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

6702 N.W. 15th Avenue

Rev. Dr. Gilbert 
S. Smith 

Jordan Grove Missionary
Baptist Church

Services
Early Worship   7 a.m.
Sunday School  9 a.m.

NBC  10:05 a.m.
Worship   11 a.m. 
Worship   4 p.m.

Mission and Bible 

5946 N.W. 12th Avenue

 Pastor Douglas 
Cook, Sr.

Liberty City  
Church of Christ

Services

305-836-4555

Sunday Morning 8 a.m.
Sunday School  10 a.m.
Sunday Evening 5 p.m.

Tue. Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Fellowship 10 a.m.

1263 N.W. 67th Street

Evangelist 
Eric W. Doss

New Vision For 
Christ Ministries

Services

305-899-7224

Early Sunday Worship  7:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...6 p.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

13650 N.E. 10th Avenue

Rev. Michael 
D. Screen

Brownsville 
Church of Christ

Services

305-634-4850

Lord Day Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 7:30pm

Thurs. Morn. Bible Class 10 a.m.

4561 N.W. 33rd Court

Min. Harrell 
L. Henton

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church

Services

305-691-8861

Sunday 7:30 and 11 a.m. 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m    Sunday School
Tuesday   7 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m   Prayer Meeting

1470 N.W. 87th Street

Rev. Dr. C.A. 
Ivery, Pastor

Hosanna Community 
Baptist Church

Services

305-637-4404

Sunday School  8:30 a.m.
Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Study,  
Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry 
Mon.-Fri. 2-6:30 p.m.

2171 N.W. 56th Street

Rev. Charles 
Lee Dinkins

93rd Street Community
Missionary Baptist Church

Services

305-836-0942

7:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
11 a.m. ..Morning Worship

Evening Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday  6 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Website: cmbc.org

2330 N.W. 93rd Street

Pastor Rev. 
Carl Johnson

New Birth Baptist Church,  
The Cathedral of Faith International 

Services
Sunday Worship 7 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday (Bible Study) 6:45p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
10:45 a.m.

1 (800) 254-NBBC
305-685-3700 

Fax: 305-685-0705
www.newbirthbaptistmiami.org

2300 N.W. 135th Street
Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher

Pembroke Park Church of Christ

Services
SUNDAY
Bible Study  9 a.m.
Morning Worship. 10 a.m.
Evening Worship  6 p.m.

TUESDAY

Bible Study  10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

www.PembrokeParkChurchOfChrist.comMinister Kevin 
D. Jones, Sr

954-962-9327
305-751-9323 3707 S.W. 56th Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33023

Associated Press

The well-known Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir was re-
named to strip out the word 
Mormon. It is a move show-
ing the faith's new presi-
dent is serious about ending 
shorthand names for the re-
ligion that have been used 
for generations by church 
members and previously 
promoted by the church.

The gospel singing group 
will now be called the Tab-
ernacle Choir at Temple 
Square, The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 
said in a statement. It's a nod 
to the home of the choir for 
the last 150 years, the Tab-
ernacle, located on church 
grounds known as Temple 
Square in downtown Salt 
Lake City.

Church President Russell 
M. Nelson announced guide-
lines in August requesting 
that people stop using "Mor-
mon" or "LDS" as substitutes 
for the church's full name. 
He said "Latter-day Saints" 
was acceptable shorthand.

The full church name was 
given by revelation from God 
to founder Joseph Smith in 
1838, according to the faith's 
beliefs. The term Mormon 
comes from the faith's sig-
nature scripture, the Book 
of Mormon, which is based 
on the record keeping of an 

ancient prophet named Mor-
mon, according to the faith's 
beliefs.

A church webpage about 
the term Mormon that was 
up before Nelson's August 
announcement describes 
the term as an "unofficial 
but inoffensive nickname for 
members."

But Nelson said in his Au-
gust statement to urge peo-
ple not to use Mormon or 
LDS that the "Lord has im-
pressed upon my mind the 
importance of the name he 
has revealed for his church."

Speaking in Canada after 
his August announcement, 
Nelson acknowledged that 
it would be a "challenge to 
undo tradition of more than 
100 years" but said the name 
of the faith is "not negotia-
ble," according to a video 
posted on a church website. 
He said church members 
need to use the proper name 
if they want outsiders to use 
it.

"We're not changing 
names. We're correcting a 
name," Nelson said. "Some 
marketers change names 
hoping to be more success-
ful — that's not our point. 
We're correcting an error 
that's crept in over the ages."

In a different video from 
the trip, Nelson said, "It's 
not Mormon's church, it's 
not Moses' church, it's the 

church of Jesus Christ."
The name change will be a 

big effort for the Utah-based 
faith that counts 16 million 
members worldwide. The 
renaming of the choir is the 
first step with many chang-
es still to come. The church 
still uses Mormon in its 
Twitter handle.

The faith's presidents are 
considered prophets who 
lead through revelations 
from God. Nelson, 94, as-
cended to the post in Janu-
ary when the previous pres-
ident died.

The choir renaming 

comes a day before Nelson 
and other Mormon leaders 
are set to provide spiritual 
guidance and deliver church 
news at a twice-yearly week-
end conference in Salt Lake 
City attended by nearly 
100,000 people and watched 
by hundreds of thousands of 
others on TV and online.

The choir of about 360 
men and women sings at 
the conferences and has 
performed worldwide and 
at inaugurations of U.S. 
presidents, including Presi-
dent Donald Trump. It had 
been known as the Mormon 

Tabernacle Choir since 
1929 when the group began 
broadcasting its weekly ra-
dio program to a wide audi-
ence.

Choir president Ron 
Jarrett called the name 
change an exciting oppor-
tunity for the choir to start 
a new chapter that aligns 
the group with Nelson's re-
quest. He said the choir's 
website and social media 
pages will be updated to re-
flect the new name.

"It is a huge brand for the 
church. It's been there for a 
long time and people recog-

nize it," Jarrett said. He add-
ed, "I don't think we'll lose 
people. In fact, we may even 
gain listeners. ... It will look 
and feel and sound just like 
always, but maybe even bet-
ter."

The faith previously em-
braced and promoted the 
term Mormon, including 
with a 2014 documentary 
about its members called 
"Meet the Mormons." The 
church ran a series of "I'm 
a Mormon" ads on TV and 
billboards starting in 2010, 
aiming to dispel stereotypes 
by telling the stories of indi-
vidual members.

The church tried once be-
fore to insist on the use of its 
full name — in 2001 ahead of 
the 2002 Winter Olympics 
in Salt Lake City. The new 
effort says Mormon, Mor-
monism and LDS aren't ac-
ceptable.

Nelson didn't speak Fri-
day, and the church did not 
provide comments from 
him about the choir name 
change.

Chad Guertin, a 32-year-
old Mormon from Magna, 
Utah, said he's not upset 
about Nelson's guidance but 
that it's difficult to weed out 
the use of Mormon and LDS.

"You want to, you know 
you should, but it's so ha-
bitual in how we've referred 
to ourselves for so long," 
Guertin said. "Putting it into 
practice is harder because 
we have an awfully long 
name."

‘Mormon’ removed from Tabernacle Choir name 
No more shorthand names for the 
faith, new president has decided

REUTERS/Mike Blake 

The Mormon Tabernacle Choir sings during the funeral for Thomas S. Monson, 
President of the Mormon Church, in Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S., January 12, 2018.

LACKS
CONTINUED FROM 9D

said Christina J. Bostick, 
who is representing Law-
rence Lacks and grandsons 
Lawrence Lacks Jr. and Ron 
Lacks.

Bostick told The Post the 
cells were taken without 
consent from Lacks, a Black 
mother of five, during a 1951 
visit to Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital in Baltimore, which was 
racially segregated at the 
time. Lawrence Lacks, the ex-
ecutor of Lacks’s estate, said 
the family did not know until 
many years after his moth-
er’s death that her cells were 
living in test tubes in science 
labs across the world.

Because the statute of 
limitations for medical mal-
practice expired years ago, 
Bostick said, she decided to 
use “creative litigation” to 
help family members regain 
some control of Lacks’ cells, 
which have been reproduced 
billions of times for medical 
research.

The question of who owns 
the cells, she said, is compli-
cated. “I think the answer is, 
no one legally owns the cells 
as one whole entity,” she 
said. Bostick said the cells 
can be purchased on an open 
market, “so the purchaser 
owns the rights to the cells it 
acquires.”

Johns Hopkins has said it 

claims no ownership rights 
to the cells “because the cells 
cannot legally be patented,” 
Bostick said. The National 
Institutes of Health regulates 
the use of the human genome 
completed based on the cells, 
she said.

Lacks was a young house-
wife when she went to Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Balti-

more for bleeding. Physi-
cians discovered a malignant 
tumor on her cervix and col-
lected cells from the tumor 
without her knowledge or 
consent, according to a re-
port by Johns Hopkins Med-
icine titled “The Legacy of 
Henrietta Lacks.”

Lacks died on Oct. 4, 1951, 
at 31, but her cells continued 

to live. Scientists in the lab 
discovered to their amaze-
ment that unlike the cells 
they had collected in other 
experiments, which expired 
almost immediately outside 
the human body, Lacks’s cells 
doubled in growth every 20 
to 24 hours, according to a re-
port by Johns Hopkins Med-
icine.

The line of cells would go 
on to contribute to signifi-
cant advances in scientific re-
search, leading to two Nobel 
Prizes in research and the de-
velopment of vaccines, can-
cer treatments and a genome 
sequence that was published 
last year. The cells have been 
used in the research of tox-
ins, hormones and viruses 
and to study the effects of 
radiation.

“There are 17,000 U.S. pat-
ents that involve HeLa cells, 
which are theoretically con-
tinuing to make money,” Bo-
stick said.

In 2017, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity released a statement 
denying it had profited from 
the cells. “Johns Hopkins 
never patented HeLa cells, 
and therefore does not own 
the rights to the HeLa cell 
line,” the statement said.

Johns Hopkins explained 
that when the cells were tak-
en from Lacks in 1951, there 
was no established protocol 
for informing patients or get-
ting consent for research of 
cell or tissue specimens.

“Today, Johns Hopkins and 

other medical research cen-
ters maintain strict patient 
consent processes for tissue 
and cell donation,” Johns 
Hopkins said. But scientists 
across the world have used 
the cells in research. In 2013, 
scientists in Germany pub-
lished a paper announcing 
they had sequenced the en-
tire genome of a HeLa cell, 
“essentially putting Lacks’s 
DNA sequence up on the In-
ternet for all to see,” accord-
ing to the Guardian newspa-
per.

That year, in 2013, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health an-
nounced that two members 
of the Lacks family would 
sit on the panel that reviews 
applications for the genome 
data and would control ac-
cess to HeLa cells.

“In addition to changing 
the course of modern med-
icine with the impact of 
HeLa cells, we have learned 
many important lessons from 
Henrietta Lacks’ experience. 
We have a responsibility 
to our patients, in the care 
we deliver as well as when 
we partner with patients to 
pursue important scientific 
questions,” said Paul B. Roth-
man, CEO of Johns Hopkins 
Medicine and dean of the 
medical faculty of the Johns 
Hopkins University School of 
Medicine.  “As we honor Mrs. 
Lacks and her family, we will 
take a thoughtful approach 
to the design of the building 
so that it conveys our com-
mitment to developing trust 
with our patients, their fami-
lies and our community.”

Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post 

Lawrence Lacks, 81, the son of Henrietta Lacks, 
holds a portrait of his mother in Baltimore last year.

Dunn III to preach at 
his father’s anniversary

Pastor Richard P. 
Dunn III of Prince George 
County, Maryland, will 
preach his father, Pastor 
Richard P. Dunn II, 10th 
Pastoral Anniversary at 
Faith Community Baptist 
Church this Sunday, 
October 21 at the 9:30 
a.m. 

The church is located 
at 10401 NW 8 Avenue, 
Miami, FL 33150.

Pastor Richard P. Dunn III
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Gregg L. Mason
JACQUELYN V. GORDON, 

60, grand jury 
c o o r d i n a t o r , 
U.S. Attorney's 
Office, died 
October 9. 
Services were 
held. 

Obituaries 
are due 

4:30 p.m., Tuesday

JUANITA DAVIS HOLMES, 
79, died October 
11 at home.  
Service 12 p.m., 
Saturday in the  
chapel.

DUANE DEVON BOONE, 45, 
died October 11 
at University of 
Miami Hospital. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
New Life Baptist 
Church of Carol 
City.

Hadley Davis MLK

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

TODD J. SMITH
10/23/1964 - 06/01/2008

You are not forgotten love 
one, nor will you every be.

The Tullis Family

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

WILLAMAE JACKSON 
“BILLIE”

10/25/25 - 10/05/01

Seventeen years have 
passed and it seems like 
yesterday. We miss you. You 
are forever in our hearts.

Your loving family.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

ARLINGTON E. ROBERTS
10/23/1970 - 11/14/2008

We will never stop loving 
you. From your mother, 

sisters and family.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

LINDA T. RICE
“TEESHAWN”

10/20/1966 - 04/21/2018

Happy Birthday, my 
daughter. We truly miss you ! 

Your family and friends.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

ALBERTA M. SCOTT
10/20/1932 - 07/12/2015

Thank you mother for your 
love, wisdom and kindness.

It's been three years since 
your passing, but it feels like 
yesterday.

Love, undying love!
Your children.

Godfrey-GA
JAMES PENNY, 86, retired 

carpenter, died 
October 9 at 
Miami V.A. 
Medical Center. 
Survived by 
wife, Lula 
Mae Penny; 
daughter, Brenda (Al); son, 
Chris (Sonya). Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday at Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church, Hahira, GA.

Card of Thanks

The family of the late,

JAMES L. MAULL

deeply appreciates the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy and lasting remem-
brance received during our 
bereavement.

Your calls, visits and caring 
concerns gave us much com-
fort during this time.

Special appreciation for 
your cards, flowers, floral 
tributes and other heartfelt 
gifts of kindness.

Our thanks to Rev. Adrian 
McLean and members of 
Church of the Open Door, 
UCC; Rev. Harvey Lockhart, 
First Church North Miami, 
UCC; King of Clubs of 
Miami; and Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity.

Special thanks to the staff 
of Range Funeral Home for 
their professional services 
and support.

Our faith, love and prayers 
for you always.

Mrs. Alva F. Maull 
and Family

Trinity
JUENIKA LEE, 43, cashier, 

died October 
5 at Jackson 
Health Systems. 
Service 1 p.m., 
today at Trinity 
CME Church.

Richardson
DERRIN GEMAR 

NICHOLS, 25, 
ent repreneur, 
died October 
12 at Memorial 
Hospital at 
P e m b r o k e . 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at New 
Jerusalem Primitive Baptist 
Church.

BABY HARLEM JOSEPH 
BAZILE, 7 
months old, 
died October 9. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Thursday at 
Refuge Church 
of Our Lord.

Hadley Davis
Miami Gardens

GEORGE CHRISTIAN, 60, 
handyman, died 
October 12 at 
home. Service 
2 p.m., Friday in 
the chapel.

REBECCA CATHERINE 
C A L D W E L L , 
67, housewife, 
died October 
11 at North 
Shore Hospital. 
Service 10:30 
a.m., Saturday 
at Bible Baptist Church.

BERNARD POPE, 58, chef, 
died October 13 
at University of 
Miami Hospital. 
Service 12 
p.m., Saturday 
in the chapel.

INEZ ELIZEBETH YOUNG, 
88, retired, 
died October 
7 at home. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at St. Mark 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

Royal
MINNIE VAN, 86, retired 

postal worker, 
died October 
11 at Hollywood 
M e m o r i a l . 
Service 6 
p.m., Friday 
at Pentecostal 
T a b e r n a c l e 
International.

SEE YOUR  OBITUARY ONLINE
WWW.MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

HENRY GOA
03/25/1930 - 10/16/2016

It’s been two years since 
you went home to be with 
the Lord.  While both joy and 
sorrow are fleeting, an often 
intertwined, love has the 
power to overcome both and 
is everlasting.  
  We loved you yesterday, we 
love you today, and we’ll love 
you forever.

Tangela and Jeanette Goa

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

MARKEL OMAR MAZELIN
11/12/1991 - 10/17/2016

 
God called your name so 

gently that only you could 
hear. Softly from the shadows 
there came a  gentle call, you 
closed your eyes and went to 
sleep. You quietly left us all.

Love and miss you always, 
Mom, Pauline; sisters, Cozett 
and Alisea; brother, Herbert 
Jr.; nephews, aunt, uncles, 
cousins and a myriad of 
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

WAYNE K. DOUTHETT II
04/28/1986 - 10/17/2009

We think of you always, but 
especially today.

You will never be forgotten, 
although you are gone away.

Your memory is a keepsake 
with which we never part.

God has you in His keeping; 
we have you in our hearts.

With love from your father, 
Wayne; mother, Gloria; sister, 
Alicia and brother, Shelton.

Range-Coconut Grove
POLLY BRADLEY, 87, 

d o m e s t i c , 
died October 
3 at Unity 
H e a l t h c a r e . 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Macedonia 
Baptist Church.

Manker
JOSEPH TITTLE, 92, 

fisherman, died October 13 at 
Hardee Manor.Service 1:30 
p.m., Sunday at North Miami 
SDA Church.

Wright and Young
VIRGINIA RICHARDS, 72, 

teacher, died 
October 13. 
Service 11 a.m.. 
Saturday at Mt. 
Hermon AME 
Church.

Paradise
SYLVESTER COLLINS, 

82, died 
October 11 at 
Jackson South. 
Arrangements 
are incomplete. 

MARIE KING, 87, died 
October 10 at 
Jackson South 
C o m m u n i t y 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Historic St. John 
A.M.E. Church 
of South Miami.

Covenant
THOMAS JAMES LEVELL,  

63, retired from 
Sunset Food 
Services, died 
October 2 at 
UM Hospital. 
Services were 
held.

Hall Ferguson Hewitt
KENDRICK BODDEN aka 

KENARD, 40, 
died October 6. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at Mt. 
Sinai.

SANDERS MCELROY,  70, 
court service of-
ficer, died Octo-
ber 11. Service 
10 a.m., Sat-
urday at New 
Birth.

ELTON SMITH, 80, laborer, 
died October 7. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at New 
Mt. Zion.

SAMPSON SCOTT, infant, 
died October 10. Arrangements 
are incomplete.

EVERETT JOSEPH, died 
October 12. Arrangements are 
incomplete.

GEORGIA MAE PRESTON, 
74, cashier, died October 9. Ar-
rangements are incomplete.

PAM LOUWAGIE 
Star Tribune  

When Black students at the 
University of Minnesota sat 
down to negotiate with Pres-
ident Malcolm Moos in 1969 
after they effectively shut 
down the school's adminis-
tration building with a sit-in, 
Moos walked into his office to 
find student leader Rosemary 
Freeman sitting in his chair.

"I said he could sit in an-
other chair," she said in a film 
made years later, explaining 
that she was "just leveling the 
playing field a little bit."

Freeman was never afraid 
to challenge authority, friends 
and family said, from getting 
arrested while registering 
people to vote in the Deep 
South to demanding nego-
tiations with top university 
leaders. Her leadership along 
with that of a few other stu-
dents led to the creation of 
the U's African American & 
African Studies Department. 
And Moos later gave Freeman 
a letter of recommendation.

Freeman died Oct. 1 in Mil-
waukee after battling Parkin-
son's disease. She was 71.

"She challenged us all to re-
ally be more than just about 
ourselves," said Mary Merrill, 
who participated in the sit-in 
at the U and now serves as 
interim superintendent of the 
Minneapolis Park and Recre-
ation Board. "That we had a 
responsibility to our commu-
nity, to give back to our com-
munity, to stand up for things 
that we knew were wrong."

Freeman was born in 
Browning, Mississippi, and 
came to Minnesota as a teen-
ager on a fundraising tour for 
the Student Nonviolent Coor-
dinating Committee. There, 
she met Kenneth and Rachel 
Tilsen, who invited her to 
come back and stay with their 
family if she ever wanted to go 
to school in Minnesota. Free-
man did. She later called the 
Tilsens her surrogate family 
and enrolled at the university.

"She was brilliant," said her 
brother David Tilsen. "I was 
blown away when I met her. ... 
I'd never done anything com-
pared to this woman who was 
less than a year older than 
me."

After the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. was assassinated, 
Freeman was elected chair 
of the Afro-American Action 
Committee at the U. At the 
time, there were fewer than 
250 Black students among the 
U's 41,000 students.

Trying to make it a more 
inclusive school, the commit-

tee drew up a list of seven de-
mands and presented them to 
administrators in the spring 
of 1968. The school formed a 
task force, but there was little 
resolution, said John Wright, a 
committee member who drew 
up the list. The committee re-
duced the demands to three 
and presented them again. 
After receiving no satisfacto-
ry answer, about 70 students 
began to occupy Morrill Hall.

The occupation lasted 
about 24 hours before univer-
sity leaders agreed to estab-
lish what is now the African 
American & African Studies 
Department; create the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Program 
to provide counseling; and 
help pay for a national confer-
ence of Black students. The 
outcome "helped radically 
change life on campus," said 
Wright, now a professor and 
former chair of the depart-
ment.

Freeman and another group 
leader were sentenced to a 
year of probation for unlawful 
assembly for the sit-in.

Freeman, who later married 
and became known as Rose 
Freeman Massey, taught Af-
rican Studies for more than 
30 years at Milwaukee Area 
Technical College. While 
there, she started a mentoring 
program and a Black Student 
Union. Strong in her Baptist 
faith, she served in various 
other religious roles involving 
children and education.

In 1992, she co-founded As-
sata High School, a school for 
at-risk youth. Massey's only 
daughter, Carlotta Pritchett, 
now serves as principal. She 
said her mom was "fearless."

"She taught me how to be 
strong, how to fight for what 
I believe in," Pritchett said. 
"She was a very caring person, 
very giving, always wanted to 
look out for the underdog."

Besides Pritchett, Massey 
is survived by granddaughter 
Airielle Pritchett and other 
biological and adoptive fam-
ily members. Services have 
been held.

Had school create African-American 
and African Studies Department

Rosemary Freeman, who 
led university sit-in in 
1969, dies of Parkinson’s

Rosemary Freeman

Eric S. George
MILDRED GRIFFITHS, died 

September 26. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday in 
the chapel. 

ALDO FELIPE, died October 
12. Services were held. 


