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Haitian-American filmmaker explores 
the racial tension in new online series

Frantzy Moreau, was inspired to 

create “54:17” while researching 

different cases of gun violence 

and racial tension such as the 

Trayvon Martin killing. 

RESULT IN ‘54:17’

EARLY VOTING ENDS AUG. 26
ELECTION AUG. 28

OTEMATTERS
YOUR
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Miami Gardens residents 
will elect three council mem-
bers, including vice mayor, 
come Aug. 28. Voters will 
choose from new candidates 
for Seats 2 and 4, which were 
vacated by Councilwom-
en Lisa C. Davis and Felecia 
Robinson respectively. The 
at-large Seat 6, has an incum-
bent, Erhabor Ighodaro, who 
serves as the city’s vice may-
or. Some of the candidates for 
Miami Gardens City Council 
attended The Miami Times 
2018 Political Forum, held at 
Florida Memorial University 
on Wednesday, Aug. 15. The 
forum was moderated by Mel-
ba Pearson, deputy director 
for the American Civil Liber-
ties Union (ACLU) of Florida.

SEAT 6
Incumbent Ighodaro in 

2012, was appointed by Miami 
Gardens Mayor Oliver Gilbert 
III to serve the City Council’s 
at-large Seat 6. Ighodaro was 
elected again in 2014. 

This time around, Ighodaro 
will defend his seat against 
some recognizable names. 
Several attempts to reach Ig-
hodaro were fruitless. He is 
endorsed by several unions, 
Miami-Dade County Com-
missioner Barbara Jordan and 
Congresswoman Federica S. 
Wilson.

He faces competition from 
Andre Williams, who was a 
Miami Gardens councilman 
from 2006 to 2012. Williams, 
a real estate attorney, served 

under Miami Gardens’ first 
mayor, Shirley Gibson. 

He wants to focus on creat-
ing smart growth for the city, 
which includes supporting 
local businesses and provid-
ing living wages for workers, 
a vision he shared when Gib-
son was mayor. “I’m running 
because I want to be a good 
steward of taxpayers’ money,” 
Williams said in an interview. 
“We need to restore confi-
dence in our government.”

Williams is endorsed             

by Gibson. 
“I trust his leadership, his 

integrity, his compassion and 
his ability to lead and to help 
Miami Gardens be all it was 
envisioned to be when it was 
incorporated,” Gibson said.

The U.S. Census reports Mi-
ami Gardens has a population 
of more than 112,000 residents 
as of 2017, with 79 percent of 
them being Black, making Mi-
ami Gardens the largest pre-
dominantly Black see seats 8A

SEE SEATS 8A 

Voters to choose three seats in 
Miami Gardens’ general election 
Council members to represent 2, 4 and 6 to be decided on Aug. 28

Ulysses “Buck" HarvardAndre WilliamsErhabor Ighodaro

leaves powerful 
civil rights legacy

FRANKLIN
ARETHA
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Candidates answer questions 
about implicit bias, disparities

Miami Times photo/Felipe Rivas

Olanike Adebayo faces Eliane Sosa-Bruzon for 
county judge Group 40. 
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As election day nears, many candidates continue to 
reach voters through various campaign efforts. The sec-
ond Miami Times 2018 Political Forum, held at Florida 
Memorial University on Wednesday, Aug. 15, allowed 
the public to learn more about the different candi-
dates. The forum, moderated by Melba Pearson, dep-

uty director of the American Civil Liberties 
SEE GOALS 10A

Judicial hopefuls’ 
campaign goals

FELIPE RIVAS
frivas@miamitimesonline.com

The biblical prophet Isaiah 
said that in times of tribulation, 
“no weapon formed against 
you shall prosper,” yet national 
headlines abound with stories 
of gun violence in which minori-
ties and unsuspecting people, 
suffer from a lack of protection 
from bullets. 

Though the answer is com-
plex, Frantzy Moreau tries to 
reconcile the argument through 
art. 

Inspired by the scripture, the 
fallout of Trayvon Martin shoot-
ing and a few dreams, Moreau 
explores themes of morality, 
gun laws, and the resulting 
violence in his latest project.     

“54:17” is a recently re-
leased online series that takes 
a striking look into the current 
state of gun violence, racial 
tensions, crime and poverty. 

The series, produced and 
filmed entirely in Miami-Dade 
County, is the brainchild of 
Moreau, a Homestead-based, 
Haitian-American, director, writ-
er and actor. The project, three 
years in the making, features 
seven gripping episodes. The 
series can be seen on YouTube 
by searching for the channel 
name, All That Juice. The sea-
son finale was uploaded over 
the Aug. 18 weekend.

Moreau, a 29-year-old self-
taught filmmaker, who gradu-
ated from South Dade Senior 
High in 2007, uses his faith 
and artistic vision to tackle the 
ugly reality of gun violence in 
the nation. 

The death of Trayvon piqued 
Moreau’s political need to do 
something about the state of 
racial tensions that engulfs 
Florida and the nation. Moreau, 
who raps, acts and writes, 

SEE DREAM 8A
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If part 1 of The Miami 
Times candidate for of-
fice recommendations 
picked fresher talent 
from the political land-
scape, part 2 presents 
a more seasoned pool, 
who should be grooming 
those less-seasoned but 
anxious to serve and will-
ing to share themselves 
with the public.

The Miami Times sup-
ported the incumbents 
in the races below. The 
judicial candidates are 
all aware that the pub-
lic will be watching their 
sentencing and commu-
nity involvement. Those 
judicial candidates who 
could only identify one 
Black person who they 
have mentored need to 
get many more mentees. 
Some candidates have 
served in several differ-
ent offices, and therefore 
hold storehouses of rich 
knowledge and experi-
ence. And while we live 
in a world of innovation 
and change, knowing our 
history can help us solve 
some of the pressing 
problems we face today 
and beyond as a soci-
ety. Now more than ever, 
those who seek to serve 
must be selfless prob-
lem solvers. The rest of 
us should be supporting 
cast, on a path to improv-
ing the lives of each oth-
er and ourselves. 

U.S. SENATOR
BILL NELSON 
(INCUMBENT)

After eight years of 
the soulless Rick Scott 
as governor of Florida, 
it is easy to recommend 
Bill Nelson to keep the 
job as our Democratic 
senator for one more 
term – but that’s it. 
Twenty years in con-
gressional service is 
noble and should be 
commended. Scott did 
nothing for working 
class people as the head 
of our state. It should 
not be expected then 
that he would champion 
our issues in Washing-
ton. Let’s make sure we 
stop Scott’s march for 

the wealthy and the Na-
tional Rifle Association 
and vote to keep Nelson 
for another term.

U.S. HOUSE 
DISTRICT 23
TIM CANOVA

Tim Canova tried to 
win this seat two years 
ago, and he lost. What 
is impressive about 
Canova is that he never 
stopped campaigning 
for the seat. One of Deb-
bie Wasserman-Shul-
tz’s team members said 
the campaign wasn’t 
interested in The Mi-
ami Times’ candidate 
survey. For that hubris 
alone, we support Cano-
va’s bid.

U.S. HOUSE 
DISTRICT 24 

FREDERICA WILSON 
(INCUMBENT)

Frederica Wilson 
proved her mettle when 
she had to square off 
with a bully of a pres-
ident, Donald Trump. 
She called Trump out 
when he spoke disre-
spectfully to the widow 
of a slain Miami Gardens 
soldier, Sgt. La David 
Johnson. While Trump 
and his supporters tried 
to shake Wilson, she was 
unmovable. Still, it is 
time for Wilson to pass 
the hat to the next gener-
ation. Hopefully, she will 
use this final term to de-
velop a mandate worthy 
of her shoes.

U.S. HOUSE 
DISTRICT 27

MATT HAGGMAN
We live in an age of 

problem-solving. And 
Matt Haggman has 
shown that he is a very 
good problem solver. 
Miami-Dade County 
wanted to diversify its 
economy, and Haggman 
saw a way to contribute 
to the diversification 
by supporting technol-
ogy-focused startups 
and nonprofits. When 
he was a program offi-
cer at the Knight Foun-
dation, Haggman fund-
ed not only companies 

that wanted to relocate 
or grow he also fund-
ed the not-for-profit 
tech-training organi-
zations who created 
employees for those 
companies. Although a 
political neophyte, Hag-
gman is an attorney and 
a former business re-
porter, which gives him 
a legal as well as an in-
formed foundation. Add 
problem solver with in-
tegrity to the mix, and 
voters, you have a can-
didate who will bring 
change to the district 
and thus betterment to 
the county.

FLORIDA HOUSE 
DISTRICT 108

ROY HARDEMON 
(INCUMBENT)

It is with reserva-
tions that freshman Roy 
Hardemon gets recom-
mended to keep his seat 
in District 108. The dis-
trict goes as far north 
as the Golden Glades 
and as far south as Mi-
ami Shores. Hardemon 
may not be well-spo-
ken, and perhaps he 
doesn’t understand that 
he should leave alterca-
tions between him and 
any gender alone, but 
he is sincere. He is lik-
able, and in politics, if 
you are likable there is 
a lot of value. Hardemon 
said he is a hardworking 
freshman who managed 
to bring back funds from 
Tallahassee to support 
programs in his district. 
That is no easy feat in a 
Republican-controlled 
House and Senate, and 
Hardemon shows that 
he knows how to work 
with others across the 
aisle to get what he 
wants done. He is being 
challenged by Dotie Jo-
seph, an Ivy-league ed-
ucated Haitian Ameri-
can, who is an attorney, 
and Joseph Beauvil.

FLORIDA HOUSE 
DISTRICT 109

CEDRIC MCMINN
Cedric McMinn grew 

up in Miami-Dade 
County. He saw that 

with the right educa-
tion, he could do any-
thing. At 40 years old, 
McMinn sees himself 
serving his community 
and being a role mod-
el for young people. 
He has been grooming 
himself for public ser-
vice, supporting the 
campaigns of President 
Barack Obama and state 
Rep. Cynthia Stafford, 
whose former district 
he wants to lead. Mc-
Minn sees a micro-
cosm of the problems 
that Floridians face 
in District 109: lack of 
transportation, lack of 
affordable house, low-
wage jobs and an un-
sure personal safety. He 
can bring ideas to the 
floor that could benefit 
not just his district but 
others statewide. Send 
McMinn to Tallahassee, 
so he can bring insight 
to those who can’t see.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 
COMMISSION, 

DISTRICT 2
JEAN MONESTIME 

(INCUMBENT)
Jean Monestime isn’t 

the most boisterous 
voice on the commis-
sion. But he does chime 
in when it’s time for him 
to champion issues that 
benefit his constituents. 
When he was chairman 
of the commission, he 
formed the Council for 
Prosperity Initiatives, 
which either eliminat-
ed or brought for dis-
cussion 14 anti-pov-
erty measures. Some 
policies affected the way 
we work, such as training 
programs, youth sum-
mer work programs and 
pushing through ban the 
box, which removes the 
box about criminal his-
tory from county appli-
cations. He has served on 
the Miami-Dade County 
Commission since 2010. 
He currently represents 
District 2, which in-
cludes parts of North 
Miami, North Miami 
Beach, Opa-locka, Hia-
leah and unincorporated 
areas in the North Cen-

tral part of the county. 
He is being challenged 
by Dorrin Rolle, who 
he has handily defeated 
twice before. Monestime 
should continue some of 
the property initiatives, 
such as finding ways to 
improve the affordable 
housing crisis.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 

DISTRICT 2
DOROTHY 

BENDROSS-
MINDINGALL 
(INCUMBENT)

Known throughout the 
district as “The Queen,” 
Dorothy Bendross-Mind-
ingall is a beacon of hope 
in the community. Stu-
dents and adults alike 
see all their potential in 
her. With that kind of in-
fluence, Bendross-Mind-
ingall should sit solidly 
on the school board — 
but just for one more 
term. She said wisely 
once that those without 
money shouldn’t run for 
politics because they are 
vulnerable. We agree.  
Bendross-Mindingall 
needs to find a succes-
sor who she can help to 
“get their money right” 
to represent the edu-
cators and students of 
District 2. It’s the right 
thing to do.

Miami Gardens
In Miami Gardens, a 

general election is held 
every even-numbered 
year, on the day of the 
state primary election, 
which is Aug. 28. Candi-
dates for Seats 2, 4 and 
6 will be elected. If a run-
off election is necessary, 
it will be on the state 
general election day, 
Nov. 6. Due to an over-
sight, some candidates 
were not invited to fill out 
candidate profiles or re-
ceived invitations to The 
Miami Times’ forums. We 
apologize.

SEAT 2
REGINALD LEON

Reginald Leon wants 
Miami Gardens to be 
a more user-friendly 
city. As simple as this 
sounds, it’s a complex 
issue that will take 
dogged persistence. 
First Leon, who works 
for logistics company 
United Parcel Service, 
has to convince the oth-
er council members, 
new and not-so-new, 
that the city isn’t easy to 
use. Then they will col-
lectively have to iden-
tify the area and make 
the necessary changes. 
For a young city like 
Miami Gardens, being 
user-friendly will not 
only gain it loyal, happy 
residents, but it will be 
more attractive to in-
vestors and those look-

ing for a place to live. 
For wanting such a uni-
fying goal, The Miami 
Times wholeheartedly 
supports Leon.

SEAT 4
JANICE COAKLEY
Janice Coakley wants 

to use her adminis-
trative skills and ex-
perience, as well as 
involvement in men-
toring children to help 
residents in the com-
munity.  Taking an in-
terest in children is 
always a good sign be-
cause it means a can-
didate is considering 
the future benefits, not 
the present. While the 
city manager admin-
isters the city, council 
members need to un-
derstand how to read a 
budget and how their 
votes impact the pock-
etbooks of their constit-
uents. Coakley seems 
anxious to show what 
she knows.

SEAT 6
ERHABOR 
IGHODARO 

(INCUMBENT)
Erhabor Ighodaro has 

been serving on the 
Miami Gardens City 
Council since 2012. He 
has brought substan-
tive programs to the 
city such as the Inter-
national Music Festival 
and takes students on 
a Rites of Passage trip 
through the Robert B. 
Ingram Foundation and 
Miami Carol City Se-
nior High School. It’s a 
program that takes stu-
dents to Nigeria to fos-
ter cultural growth. If 
he is re-elected to this 
at-large seat, he wants 
to push ahead plans to 
build senior living. He 
also advocates for the 
Business Resident Eco-
nomic Plan, which is 
an initiative that incen-
tivizes the hiring of Mi-
ami Gardens residents 
for the city’s ongoing 
GO Bond projects. 
With two council peo-
ple termed out for this 
election, Ighodaro rep-
resents a historic – how-
ever brief – perspective 
that helps continuity.

JUDGES
Circuit Judge Group 8  

David C. Miller 
(Incumbent)

Circuit Judge Group 14 
Rene Gordon

Circuit Judge Group 25 
Yery Marrero

County Judge Group 2 
Kristy Nunez

County Judge Group 32 
Lizzet Martinez

County Judge Group 33 
Olanike “Nike” Adebayo
County Judge Group 40 

Elena Ortega-Tauler
County Judge Group 43 

Milena Abreu

The Miami Times'
RECOMMENDATIONS . . . 

PART 2
Kristy Nunez

Frederica Wilson

Lizzet Martinez

Cedric McMinn

David C. Miller

Yery Marrero

Elena Ortega-Tauler Olanike Adebayo Matt Haggman Jean Monestime Tim Canova Milena Abreu Dorothy Bendross

The Miami Times welcomes and encourages letters on its editorial com-
mentaries as well as all other material in the newspaper. Such feedback 
makes for a healthy dialogue among our readership and the community. 

Letters must, however, be 300 words or less, brief and to the point, and may 
be edited for grammar, style and clarity. All letters must be signed and must 
include the name, address and telephone number of the writer for purposes 

of confirming authorship. Send letters to: Letters to the Editor, The Miami 
Times, 900 N.W. 54th Street, Miami, FL 33127, or fax them to 305-757-

5770; Email: editorial@miamitimesonline.com.

Roy Hardemon

Renee Gordon Reginald LeonBill Nelson Janice Coakley Erhabor Ighodaro
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Talk
STREET

COMPILED BY KISHANDA BURNS, digital@miamitimesonline.com

How do you feel about civil rights organizations 
such as the NAACP and the Urban League?

Maquavia Shouman, 23
Miami

I’ve heard about the 
NAACP. From what I have 
heard, I have nothing but 
positive thoughts about 
them. But, not just NAACP, 
other civil rights organiza-
tions because I’d assume 
they have similar views such 
as to fight for social reforms 
and equality.

Shyterria Poliard, 23
Miami

I’ve witnessed civil rights 
organizations play a major 
part in someone’s life and 
also my life. These organiza-
tions are so important to not 
only the Miami community 
or the Broward community 
but also all over the world 
because there’s so much 
that’s happening in today’s 
society. We as a whole need 
civil rights organizations be-
cause, with them, we are 
aware that we share similar 
feelings, and we are notified 
that we are not alone.

Antonio Artega, 21
North Lauderdale

They are good. It’s a great 
benefit. More light should be 
on them since there’s a lot 
of craziness going on in the 
world.

Yvette Jefferson, 31
Miami

Civil rights organizations 
are really great, especially 
for those who want to get 
involved. For example, col-
lege students or older adults 
who feel like there is still 
some justice that needs to 
be served.  I’m all for the civ-
il rights organizations that are 
keeping themselves active.

Harold Benjamin, 30
North Lauderdale

A lot of civil rights organi-
zations are for a good cause. 
They’re against racial dis-
crimination and it is impera-
tive, considering our young 
Black folks are witnessing 
those who have the same 
skin as they do, getting killed 
by someone that’s white 
or Hispanic. It’s sad to say 
some of them are losing their 
close friends due to something 
that could’ve been avoided.

Malana Brown, 43 
Miami

If they are going to contin-
ue to show people, including 
myself, that they care about 
the issues that we are facing 
today, then I am all for them 
and will support them. I have 
kids who are still young that 
are witnessing what’s going 
on today.

Miami Times Staff Report

New Florida Vision PAC 
has focused its efforts on ex-
panding the electorate by 
mobilizing Black, Latino and 
progressive voters who it says 
have been ignored in past 
elections but are turning out 
in 2018.  

To reach non-traditional 
voters, the PAC held a get-
out-the-vote event in Goulds, 
gave early voting rides to 
the polls, canvassed in Lib-
erty City and Jacksonville 
and a held Brunch & Vote 
Sunday with Black millenni-
al group Social XChange at 
Zest Miami restaurant. The 
PAC and other organizations 
are trying to get the word 
out through text and door 
knocking in hopes of reach-
ing 100,000 voters to support 
Tallahassee Mayor Andrew 

Gillum for governor.
The New Florida Vision 

PAC and other grassroots 
groups such as Dream De-
fenders Action; FLIC Votes; 
New Florida Majority; and 
Organize Florida and nation-
al progressive organizations, 
Center for Popular Democ-
racy Action; The Collective 
PAC; Indivisible Action Net-
work; NextGen America; 
Our Revolution; and People 
For the American Way an-
nounced Monday that they 
will infuse Gillum’s cam-
paign with $3.5 million until 
primary day, Aug. 28.

“Andrew Gillum represents 
the future of the progressive 
movement and we’re excited 
to be supporting him along 
with so many of our allies,” 
said Stefanie Brown James, 
co-founder, The Collective 
PAC. “Andrew will stop stand 

your ground, invest in educa-
tion and make sure that Flo-
ridians who work full time 
can truly make ends meet.”

The impact of weeks of in-
tense innovative grassroots 
activities is beginning to 
be seen in the Florida Gov-
ernor’s race.  A recent poll 
shows Gillum steadily in the 
double-digit zone.

“Gillum has been consid-
ered the underdog in this 
race despite being the best 
qualified, and now we’re 
seeing the moment where 
he comes from behind,” said 
former state senator and 
chairperson of the New Flor-
ida Vision PAC, Dwight Bul-
lard. “This year is a year of 
firsts across the country, and 
people want the opportunity 
to make history in Florida, 
too. We’re doing everything 
we can to make sure people 
know that Gillum is on the 
ballot, and he’s the best can-
didate with the best plan for 
Florida’s future.”

Gillum surging in week before 
Florida’s Democratic primary
PAC activities are mobilizing Black, 
Latino, progressive voters to turn out 

Photo courtesy of The New Florida Majority 

Alexis Brown, founder of Social Xchange, talks about the importance of Brunch & 
Vote.
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•27th. Avenue Metro Rail Extension
•Dedicate 1 Million Annually For Small Businesses In District 2
•Improve Neighborhood and School Safety Through The New Policing Concept
•Enhance Job Creation And New Business Ownership Opportunities
•Create More Miami Dade County Bus Routes
•New And Improved Street Lighting
•Create Specialized Zoning Districts For Mixed Use Developments : (Commercial/Retail/Housing)            
•Restoration Of Civil Rights

ROLLE

Now let's vote #151 to reduce violence and enhance growth. The right choice "151"

WE NEED NEW BOLD INITIATIVES FOR OUR COMMUNITY . . .

VOTE 
#151

Paid Political Advertisement for DORRIN D ROLLE Campaign

INTO THE FUTURE
’

KISHANDA BURNS
digital@miamitimesonline.com 

The amphitheater at the 
Betty T. Ferguson Recre-
ational Complex in Miami 
Gardens filled up with peo-
ple wearing “Red for Educa-
tion” shirts in what felt like 
100-degree weather to rally 
for a change in the education 
system. 

Gubernatorial Democrat-
ic candidates Tallahassee 
Mayor Andrew Gillum, for-
mer U.S. Rep. Gwen Graham, 
former Miami Beach Mayor 
Philip Levine, businessmen 
Chris King and Jeff Greene 
joined the rally on Sunday, 
Aug. 19. 

What was dubbed an edu-
cation rally, seemed more of a 
political forum as candidates 

shared their vision of educat-
ing Florida’s children under 
their leadership. 

As the 2018-19 academic 
school year begins, educators 
who were at the rally listened 
to the candidates pitch their 
ideas to better the education 
system.

“Yes, we agree,” chanted 
about the 50 attendees to 
the rally, when Gillum and 
Graham spoke about remov-
ing testing from schools and 
eliminating school grades. 
When they didn’t agree, all 
would “boo.”

The Florida Department of 
Education requires student 
scores from the Florida Stan-
dards Assessments, which 
test reading and math skills 
from third grade through 
high school. Some have criti-

cized that teachers only teach 
to get students to pass this 
test.

Brandon Alfred, a candidate 
for Miami-Dade County Pub-
lic Schools District 2 board 
seat, said part of the problem 
is teachers are underpaid. He 
said his parents were able to 
send him to good schools, but 
most students may not be as 
fortunate. Alfred, who is 28, 
did his undergraduate studies 
at St. Thomas University and 
his post-graduate education 
at Yale.

“We have teachers and we 
have students who are rely-
ing on luck. Whether it’s stu-
dents relying on luck to have 
access to a great education 
or teachers relying on luck to 
provide a living for their fam-
ily,” said Alfred. “It’s time that 
we all stop relying on luck.”

Also in attendance was Mi-
ami Gardens Mayor Oliver 

SEE RALLY 10A

Student testing under fire at rally
Event for a better education system 
appears more like a political forum

Miami Times photo/ Kishanda Burns 

Gubernatorial candidate and Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum is greeted by the 
media as he arrives at the Betty T. Ferguson Recreational Complex for the Red for 
Education Rally on Aug.19.

Vote NOW or on
Tuesday, Aug. 28th

Dorrin D.
ROLLE
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LARRY NEUMEISTER and 
TOM HAYS
The Associated Press

Michael Cohen, President 
Donald Trump’s former 
personal lawyer and fix-
er, pleaded guilty Tuesday 
to campaign-finance vio-
lations and other charges, 
saying Trump directed him 
to arrange the payment of 
hush money to porn star 

Stormy Daniels and a for-
mer Playboy model to fend 
off damage to his White 
House bid.

Cohen’s extraordinary ac-
count marks the first time 
that any Trump associate 
has gone into open court 
and implicated Trump 
himself in a crime, though 
whether — or when — a 
president can be prosecut-
ed remains a matter of legal 
dispute.

The guilty plea was part 
of a double dose of bad 
news for Trump: It came at 
almost the same moment 
his former campaign chair-
man Paul Manafort was 

convicted in Alexandria, 
Virginia, of eight financial 
crimes in the first trial to 
come out of special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s sprawling 
Russia investigation.

In a deal reached with 
federal prosecutors, Cohen, 
51, pleaded guilty to eight 
counts, including tax eva-
sion. He could get about 
four to five years in prison 
at sentencing Dec. 12.

In entering the plea, Co-
hen did not name the two 
women or even Trump, re-
counting instead that he 
worked with an “unnamed 
candidate” to influence the 
election.

But the amounts and 
the dates all lined up with 
the $130,000 paid to Dan-
iels and the $150,000 that 
went to Playboy Playmate 
Karen McDougal to buy 
their silence in the weeks 
and months leading up to 
the 2016 presidential elec-
tion. Both women claimed 
to have had affairs with 
Trump, which he denies.

Cohen, his voice shaky 

as he answered questions 
from a federal judge, said 
one payment was “in coor-
dination and at the direc-
tion of a candidate for fed-

eral office,” and the other 
was made “under direction 
of the same candidate.”

However, in the charging 
documents, a news release 

and comments outside the 
courthouse, prosecutors did 
not go as far as Cohen did 
in open court in pointing 
the finger at the president. 

Prosecutors said Cohen act-
ed “in coordination with a 
candidate or campaign for 
federal office for purposes 
of influencing the election.”

AP Photo/Craig Ruttle 

Michael Cohen, former personal lawyer to President 
Donald Trump, leaves federal court after reaching a plea 
agreement in New York, Tuesday, Aug. 21. 

Michael Cohen pleads guilty to 2016 campaign violations
Trump’s lawyer implicates him in 
Stormy Daniels hush-money scheme
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DREAM
CONTINUED FROM 1A 

wanted to use the premise of 
the events that led to Tray-
von’s death as the visuals for 
a music video for one of his 
songs. While investigating 
the details of the Trayvon 
case, Moreau realized that 
the story he wanted to tell 
would need a stage bigger 
than that of a music video. 

Snuffing out Trayvon’s life 
is just one piece of the Flori-
da’s deadly gun history.

Florida has averaged per 
year 827 gun-related ho-
micides, 1,538 gun-related 
suicides and 1,694 nonfa-
tal, interpersonal shootings. 
That’s according to a report 
issued earlier this year by the 
Gifford Law Center, whose 
mission is to prevent gun vi-
olence. The data used in the 
report came the Centers for 
Disease Control and preven-
tion injury reports. 

The report puts a $5-billion 
price tag on costs stemming 
directly from gun violence. 
The billion-dollar figure in-
cludes the combined costs 
of health care, policing, em-
ployer costs and lost wages. 
About $950 million of the 
gun violence costs are paid 
directly by taxpayers, the 
center reported. 

Locally, the Miami-Dade 
Police Department reports 
that violent crime in the 
county is down almost per-
cent from last August. 

THE DREAMS
Moreau came up with the 

idea for what would eventu-
ally become “54:17” through 
a daydream. He saw visions 
of gang shootings, authority 
figures berating young Black 
people, and most original of 
all, the vision of a young gun-
smith, providing the guns to 
people in his neighborhood. 
Thus, the character of Isaiah 
was created.

“It was conflicting to me,” 
he said about the creative 
process behind “54:17.” “It 
was so polarizing in my 
mind, and I thought: ‘whoa, 
this is deep.’”

In “54:17,” Isaiah, portrayed 
by Moreau, is a young Black 
male from a good family, who 
has a job working in an un-
derworld gun-making facil-
ity, as a gunsmith, making 
weapons including assault 
weapons. A scene from the 
series with lasting impact 
comes when Violet, Isaiah’s 
mother, confronts her son’s 
line of work and the perpet-
uation of violence he embod-
ies. 

BOOK OF ISAIAH
Through Isaiah, the ques-

tion of morality is posed, 
including the concern of pro-
viding for one’s family, while 
engaged in notorious activi-
ties, such as theft, drug deal-
ing and gang involvement, a 
reality in which many people 
in underserved communities 
often find themselves. 

The series title, “54:17,” is a 
biblical reference to the 54th 
chapter, and the 17th verse 
of the Book of Isaiah, which 
reads, “no weapon formed 
against you shall prosper.” 

The message behind that 
scripture is one of hope, 
change and endurance. 

The scripture “let’s us 
know that whatever is thrown 
at us,  it will not prevail,”  said 
Reverend Vensen Ambeau, a 
Haitian-American senior pas-
tor of Allen Chapel in Miami. 
Although gun violence hurts 
and kills people, believers 
hurting from this narrative 
should not be defined by it, 
Ambeau explained. 

He said that scripture can 
be used to motivate mem-
bers of the community to 
speak against gun violence, 
and use it as a turning point 
for change, much like what 
Moreau wants to achieve 
with “54:17.” 

Moreau, who is of Christian 
belief, wanted to introduce a 
faith element in the project, 
which help foster the themes 
of ethics and morality. 

The narrative of the “54:17” 
series veers from Isaiah’s 
own questions regarding his 
line of work, to explore dif-
ferent aspects of the racial 
tensions and gun violence 
through different, but relat-
ed, storylines. 

The episodes run for about 
seven to 10 minutes. Each 
episode is titled to represent 
different issues that have 
made national headlines in 
recent years. With names ti-
tles such as “War,” “Trayvon,” 
“Parkland” and “Chicago,” 
Moreau attacks the poignant 
realities of today’s headlines.  

Moreau decided to split 
the episodes into segments, 
instead of releasing a fea-
ture-length video, so that 
the audience can grasp the 
idiosyncrasies of each epi-
sode and reflect upon them. 
He also did not want to be 
excessively “preachy,” he ex-
plained. 

“The best thing that I can 
do right now is get the mes-
sage out there and start a con-
versation,” Moreau said. “I 
did not just want to put up a 
post on Facebook or Twitter 
and be a keyboard activist. I 
wanted to make a statement 
that will live forever.” 

Reactions from viewers 
have been favorable. 

“Dropping mad knowledge 
& wisdom in this episode 
#message,” wrote YouTube 
user, Isaac Beverly. “This 
made me want more ... can’t 
wait to see what happens 
next! Great Job bro!” wrote 
YouTube user, Martin Villa. 

Moreau plans to make a 
season two of the series.

SEATS
CONTINUED FROM 1A

municipality in the state. The 
economy in Miami Gardens is 
largely driven by health care 
and social assistance, retail 
 trades, and transportation 
and warehousing. The census 
also reports that more than 
23 percent of the population 
lives under the poverty line. 

Ulysses “Buck” Harvard, 
no stranger to Miami Gar-
dens’ politics,  is also running 
for Seat 6. In 2005, Harvard 
served on the council when 
he was appointed to Seat 3, re-
placing the late Audrey King. 
He lost the race to keep his 
seat in 2006. Harvard entered 
the mayoral race in December 
2016, challenging Gilbert. 

This time around, Harvard 
wants to focus on better in-
frastructure, business de-
velopment and employment 
opportunities for residents. 
He plans to use his experi-
ence with organizations such 
as Community Youth Against 
Violence to work jointly with 
parents and children to deter-
mine and serve their needs. 
Harvard also wants to tackle 
the issue of crime.  

 “One of the biggest chal-
lenges I find in the city of Mi-
ami Gardens is crime,” he said 
at the political forum. Miami 
Gardens 
Police officers complain about 
not receiving wage increases 
for the last few years, which 

hurts the policing around the 
community, he explained at 
the forum. One of his plans 
is to give police officers merit 
increases. 

Williams nor Ighodaro at-
tend the forum. 

SEAT 2
Realtor, Francis Dave Ra-

goo, and operation supervisor 
for United Parcel Service and 
Reginald Leon were in atten-
dance at the forum. They seek 
to be elected for city council 
Seat 2. Ragoo plans to use his 
experience in the real estate 
industry to broaden the eco-
nomic opportunities for resi-
dents and businesses. 

“We need to experience a 
leadership and a strong inde-
pendent-minded person who 
is not going to say yes to ev-
erything, but understand with 
residents what we believe to 
be the best for the commu-
nity at large,” Ragoo said. He 
wants to increase the level of 
transparency when it comes 
to decision making. One of 
his plans is to televise council 
meetings.

Leon wants to help make 
residents’ dealings with city 
hall more “user-friendly.”

“People that want to come in 
and start businesses; there’s a 
lot of things that they need to 
be done,” Leon said. “We have 
to make sure that they under-
stand the process. By making 
the process user-friendly, that 
will help them out when it 
comes to opening up a busi-
ness.” Leon also wants to help 

business around Miami Gar-
dens provide living wages for 
residents. 

Seat 2 covers the areas from 
Northwest 183rd Street to 
215th Street and roughly from 
Northeast Second Avenue to 
some parts of Northwest 27th 
Avenue The other candidate 
postulating for Seat 2 is Linda 
Hodges Holloway. 

SEAT 4
Janice Coakley was the only 

Seat 4 candidate at The Mi-
ami Times forum. Coakley is 
an activist and grassroots ac-
tivist, who worked in public 
service in different positions 
including human resources, 
utilities and purchasing, she 
explained. She also is an active 
member of the Girl Scouts. 

“I know how to a read bud-
get; I know how government 
is supposed to be run, and my 
voice will be the voice of the 
people,” she said. If elected, 
Coakley wants to use her po-
sition to continue working for 
the young people of the com-
munity, she said. 

The jurisdiction for Seat 4 
is from Northwest 151 Street 
to Northwest 199 Street and 
from Northwest 27th Avenue 
to some parts of Northwest 
57th Avenue. The other candi-
dates for Seat 4 are Shannon 
Campbell, Sandra McDowell 
and Katrina Wilson. 

Early voting for the Miami 
Gardens general election is 
underway until Sunday, Aug. 
26. 

Election day is on Tuesday, 
Aug 28. 
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Frustrated attendees at a 
recent town hall meeting in 
Miramar asked questions and 
screamed that the U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment agency needed to be 
abolished. 

Known as ICE, the immigra-
tion agency has a field office 
in Miramar at 2805 SW 145th 
Ave., and since the Trump 
Administration’s crackdown 
on immigration, many people 
have been referred to field of-
fices for monthly check-ins, 
where they encounter long 
wait times in the heat without 
access to bathrooms or water.

Miramar officials hosted 
the town hall at the Miramar 
Cultural Center Aug. 8 be-
cause the city had been deal-
ing with backed up traffic and 
even protests in the streets 
like one that happened back 
in July when about 17 people 
were arrested, according to                 

published reports.
Officials tried to address 

concerns about the current 
treatment of immigrants and 
to inform residents about the 
level of Miramar’s jurisdiction 
over the federal agency.

Among the speakers were 
Miramar Mayor Wayne Mes-
sam, Police Chief Dexter Wil-
liams and City Attorney Jamie 
Cole, as well as Congressman 
Alcee Hastings and Congress-
woman Frederica Wilson. 
Representatives from ICE and 
other federal agencies had 
been invited but did not at-
tend.

The meeting was interrupt-
ed by frustrated attendees at 
many points, who said ICE 
needed to be abolished. How-
ever, at no time was anyone re-
moved from the meeting. At-
tendees were allowed to write 
questions on cards, and some 
were addressed. 

Hastings at one point said 
that he was willing to support 
legislation that would abolish 
ICE, but the effort had not got-
ten enough votes in Congress. 

Messam said immigration 
was an important issue, since 
Miramar was a city of immi-
grants, much like many cities 
and towns, in the country. He 
spoke of what the city could 
and could not do, and that 
he was aware that families of 
people waiting to get into the 
facility were faced with hot 
summer weather and long 
lines. He acknowledged the 
traffic on 29th Street where 
the facility is located. He said 
many people had posted to 
social media about the con-
ditions they faced when they 
came to report their status as 
they were legally required to 
do. He noted that people vis-
iting an  ICE facility in Fort 
Myers had some of the same 
problems as Miramar.

“We hope that the town hall 
meeting will present some in-

formation that will clarify and 
dispel rumors and mispercep-
tions that are going on in the 
community,” said Messam. 
“Because we have an ICE fa-
cility in the city it has brought 
out a lot of issues, including 
the national discussion as it 
relates to immigration.”

City Attorney Cole said the 
federal government takes pre-
cedence in the situation. He 
encouraged residents to write 
to their state and federal elect-
ed representatives to ask them 
to address the problem and 
change it.

“You will tell your represen-
tatives we’re not happy with 
this and please change it,” said 
Cole. “That’s the conclusion. 
There’s very little a city can 
do.”

Chief Williams said tempo-
rary tents and additional park-
ing have been added. Messam 
said food and water collec-
tions were ongoing for people 
using the ICE facility. 

Hastings chastised the fed-

eral agencies and also the 
president for what was going 
on there.

“Let me make this clear to 
you,” said Hastings, “I don’t 
know how many people in 
the audience are Republi-
can. I mean exactly what I 
am saying. All of us know the 
circumstances of the deport-
ees, and the children who are 
still being held and not being 
reunited with their parents. 
This country is better than 
this. We cannot allow for this 
kind of activity to continue. I 
would like to remind Donald J. 
Trump that his wife came here 
as a result of chain migration. 
If you continue to elect Re-
publicans, you will get just 
what you got here.”

Wilson said she visited sev-
eral ICE facilities, and noticed 

that officials still were try-
ing to separate children from 
their parents. Wilson called 
the president anti-immigrant 
and racist.

“You can be sure that he 
does not respect immigrants,” 
said Wilson. “He calls them 
murderers and rapists. This 
is how he feels about people 
of color. Those hats that say 
‘Make America Great Again,’ 
mean make America white 
again. We are fighting the poli-
cies put in place by this admin-
istration. Our office is working 
with Alcee Hastings’ office, 
and the entire delegation lo-
cally, and the city of Miramar 
to do what we can. We have to 
hold their feet to the fire.”

Pembroke Pines City Com-
missioner Angelo Castillo, 
who was present at the meet-
ing, expressed frustration 

with what was going on, and 
how people at the ICE facility 
should be better treated.

“Repeatedly, we have seen 
ICE, among other federal 
agencies, shocking the con-
science of Americans by mis-
treating people, most often 
people of color, in needlessly 
harsh and increasingly dehu-
manizing ways,” said Castillo. 
“The conscience of our people 
can only be tested so long and 
the protests we’re seeing now 
are a direct reaction to this of-
fensive treatment.”

Miramar resident Laurie 
Woodward Garcia was con-
cerned, she said, about what 
the city was doing and how 
the conversation at the meet-
ing seemed one-sided.

“I woke up this morning 
with a deep sadness,” said 
Garcia. “The city of Miramar's 
town hall on the ICE Mira-
mar facility filled me with the 
same profound weakness in 
my bones I felt the morning of 
Nov. 9, 2016. Our nation, our 
community, our people are 
lost and broken. No one wants 
to listen. I really believe that if 
you want to be a great leader, 
you have to earn respect. You 
do not earn respect by telling 
people ‘no one had to do any-
thing.’ You do not earn respect 
by not allowing people to ask 
questions. You do not earn 
respect by being tone-deaf 
to your audience. You do not 
earn respect by advertising a 
town hall and then refusing to 
converse with the people who 
showed up. You do not earn 
respect by not allowing a con-
versation with the people in 
the community who go out of 
love each week to help others. 
You do not earn respect by 
refusing to acknowledge the 
Marias in the audience who 
work tirelessly to help our 
community. You do not earn 

respect by lecturing the com-
munity on abuses they witness 
firsthand. Respect is earned by 
allowing dialogue. A one-sid-
ed conversation is not respect. 
If you want our respect, you 
have to be willing to sit down 
and listen to us, not some cho-
sen questions you read off a 
notecard.

Garcia also said by the city 
creating an extra parking 
lot; erecting tents; putting 
up benches; allowing a third 
building for outside access; 

entertaining a budget; and hir-
ing more officers at ICE Mira-
mar, they are enabling ICE to 
expand their operations

“Although these actions 
might have been well-intend-
ed, the end result has been 
to add fuel to the fire. It is a 
slippery slope that leads to 
my last question, said in sar-
casm: ‘When does the elec-
trified-fence, children-caging 
area, ankle-bracelet station, 
five-story ICE building go 
up?’”

ATTEND POLICE 
ACADEMY

The Miramar Police De-
partment is holding a free 
14-week academy class at 
7 – 9 p.m. every Tuesday 
now until Nov. 13. Courses 
include a ride-along with an 
officer, CPR certification, a 
K9 demonstration and more. 
For more information, please 
call the Public Affairs Unit at 
954-602-4351 or email oha-
ll@miramarpr.org to sign up. 
You can also go to www.mi-
ramarpd.org to download an 
application. 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
HALL MEETING

Former Miami Heat player 
and founder of The Mourn-
ing Family Foundation, 
Alonzo Mourning, and the 
Miami-Dade Branch NAACP 
will host a Back-to-School 
Youth Summit school hall 
meeting to address gun vio-
lence in schools and commu-
nities across South Florida. 

More than 500 youth from 
Miami-Dade and Broward 
counties are expected to at-
tend to address officials from 
both school districts. Expect-
ed for an aspiring message 
is James Shaw Jr., a young 
man who was hailed as hero 
for disarming a gunman 
armed with an AR-15 rifle 
during a shooting at a Waffle 
House restaurant in Antioch, 
Tenn. The event is at 9:30 
a.m. – 1 p.m. on Aug. 25 at 
330 NE Second Ave., in Mi-
ami.

REMOVE IGUANAS
Learn how to control and 

remove iguanas on your 
property through presenta-
tions and hands-on training 
with Florida Fish and Wildfire 
Conservation Commission 
(FWC) biologists from 6:30 
– 8 p.m. on Sept. 13 at 2300 
Civic Center Place. For more 
information, please call the 
FWC South Regional Office 
at 561-625-5122.

COMPILED BY MIAMI TIMES EDITORIAL DEPT.
NEWS BRIEFS

Meeting about ICE gets heated in Miramar
Visitors to the federaI agency’s field 
office in Miramar left in the ele-

Miami Times photos/Carol Porter

Miramar City Attorney Jamie Cole, Congressman Alcee Hastings Miramar Mayor Wayne Messam, Congresswoman 
Frederica Wilson and Police Chief Dexter Williams are pictured Aug. 8 at the Miramar Cultural Center for a town 
hall on U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Miramar. 

Congressman Alcee Hastings addresses the crowd at a town hall meeting about the 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Miramar.
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Brian Dennis

I was a piece of work when 
I was in school. I came from 
a great home environment but 
I didn't want people to know 
how smart I was so I acted out 
in school and cut classes.

Sunday, we had a routine in 
church. We would go around to 
the altar and receive commu-
nion. Part of my routine in the 
Church of the Incarnation was 
to wave at my great-grand-
mother, Geraldine Wright. 
Next to my great-grandmother 
was my social science teach-
er from Charles 
R. Drew Middle 
School, Ruth S. 
Moore.

This was “boil-
f i s h - a n d - g r i t s ” 
Sunday. I nearly 
lost my appetite 
and had a ner-
vous breakdown 
when I saw her. 
For the first time, 
I read someone’s 
lips and paid atten-
tion to their body language, 
and I knew what was going 
to go down after church  – an 
old-fashioned Bahamian-be-
hind whooping. She told on 
me and saved me at the same 
time by making me promise 
to be in class.  After class the 
next day, she said my partic-
ipation shocked some of my 
classmates. I was the class 
clown. They never knew that 
I read the newspaper after 
school like an old man. But 
she did.

Everything she taught me in 
school or told me in my life I 
have used or has happened. 
She cared enough about me 
as a student and saw potential 
in me when I wasn’t caring for 
myself. She taught me how to 
look at a situation and look at 
it in totality to get the desired 
answer that was needed. 
"Even when folk don't want to 
tell you the truth, they will tell 
you the truth," she once said 

to me. "Because the moment 
that they know that you've 
found them out to be a liar, the 
unnecessary exposure leaves 
them out in the open like a 
field of grass, when all they 
had to do was tell the truth. 
That’s politics.”

If you ever wondered why I 
am so blunt in my writing and 
so straightforward when it 
comes to community issues or 
a particular subject that has an 
effect on our people or Amer-
ican society, it is because of 
what Ruth S. Moore taught 
me. Each and every one of 

us has a teacher or 
college professor or 
someone with such 
influence who has 
impacted our lives 
outside of our fam-
ily members. Out 
of all the teachers 
who I've had and 
I've had some re-
ally great teachers, 
none has impacted 
my life more than 

she did. Anywhere I 
saw her I would let her know 
that I truly appreciated her. 
It was late last year when I 
saw Karen Moore in Walmart 
and she said to me, “I have a 
surprise for you,” and there, 
standing a few feet from me, 
was Ruth Moore.  

I would think about her over 
the years in my adult life. Ms. 
Moore left us last Thursday, 
Aug 16. Whenever I get op-
portunities to speak to young 
people, I would always share 
life lessons that she taught 
me. I haven’t been in school in 
more than 30 years, but every 
student needs a Ruth Moore. 
Ecclesiastes 7:1 says, “a good 
name is better than precious 
ointment and the day of death 
than the day of one's birth …” 
When the preacher stands 
up talks and talks about the 
dash (the day of birth – the 
day of death), he can truly say 
that Ruth Moore’s name is in 
Lamb’s Book of Life. 

RDWOON THE STREET

Every student needs a 
Ruth Moore in their life

Moore

RALLY
CONITNUED FROM 5A

Gilbert III. Gilbert, who is 
not running for office, be-
lieves in investing in edu-
cation for educators and 
students. 

“We’re going to be great 
by educating the least 
and the left out,” he said. 
“We’re going to be great 
by investing in the public 
education system, by in-
vesting in public educa-
tors that we trust our chil-
dren with. 

The chance to stop the 
grading of schools and 
to exempt students from 
high-stakes tests that de-
termine if a child should 
go to the next grade level 
is what many of the can-
didates and educators            

are advocating.
Gillum came to the stage 

and quoted Aretha Frank-
lin’s song “Respect.”

“You’ve already heard 
the leadership up here 
tell you that we have got 
to have a governor at the 
other end of the Capitol so 
that they can complement 
and sign the good public 
policy of legislation that 
will put some R.E.S.P.E.C.T 
back on education in the 
state of Florida,” Gillum 
said.

Graham said that when 
she becomes governor, she 
is going to stop the grad-
ing of schools.

“We have to restore the 
commitment so teachers 
can have resources and 
students can have resourc-
es,” said Graham. “We’re 
going to bring back art, mu-
sic and technical training.”

GOALS
CONTINUED FROM 1A

Union, featured many circuit 
and county judicial candi-
dates. The candidates fielded 
questions about implicit bias, 
the disparity in sentencing 
and their community involve-
ment efforts.  

There are three 11th Judicial 
Circuit races, which include 
Groups 8, 14 and 25.

Group 8 candidates in-
clude incumbent veteran Mi-
ami-Dade Circuit Judge David 
C. Miller, who seeks to remain 
on the bench. He is going 
against up-and-comer Elisa-
beth Espinosa. 

Miller serves in the civil di-
vision of the court and took 
office in 2001. He served as a 
lawyer in the circuit court for 
22 years before becoming a 
judge. His combined experi-
ence of working more than 40 
years in circuit judge, as well 
as raising a family, and having 
grandchildren, make him the 
most-qualified candidate, he 
said. 

“I was picking my first jury 
just before my opponent was 
born,” Miller said. “I also 
have a life experience that 
she doesn't share: I have five 
grandchildren; raising a fam-
ily, coaching the kids, playing 
with the grandchildren, that 
gives you a little bit of per-
spective for dealing with fam-
ily court issues.” 

Espinosa has served as a 
lawyer for more than 10 years, 
six as a prosecutor and four as 
a civil litigator. She has tried 
73 jury trials and 67 bench tri-
als, many of them involving 
violent crimes, theft and drug 
offenses. She wants to bring 
a fresh perspective to the 
bench and her experience on 
both criminal and civil court 
distinguishes her from Miller, 
she said.

“I understand the impor-
tance of due process, and the 
importance of giving every-
one the right to speak,” Espi-
nosa said. “And that is what 
we need in our courts: some-
one who is going to listen and 
to be fair to everyone, and 
that is what I intend to do.” 

Group 14 candidates are Re-
nee Gordon, Louis V. Marti-
nez and Vivianne Del Rio. 

Martinez practiced law in 
Chicago before moving to 
Miami. He has represented 
clients in civil and criminal 
investigations and litiga-
tion before federal and state 
courts and is a member of 
the Miami- Dade Expressway 
Authority Board of Directors. 
Gordon has worked for the 
public defender’s office for 22 
years. 

Moderator Pearson asked 
both candidates their take on 
implicit bias. 

“I don’t look at an individual 
based on their race, color, or 
sexual orientation,” said Mar-
tinez. “You have to make sure 
that you treat someone equal-
ly, regardless of who they are 
and what they’ve done.” 

Gordon believes that peo-
ple should learn more about 
their own bias and correct 
them, she said. 

“I have taught diversity to 
judges at the judge's confer-
ences,” Gordon said. “If you 
don't understand where your 
bias comes from, they seep 
into your decisions.” 

She believes that diver-
sity on the bench will help 
judges understand different 
worldviews. In return, they 
will make better judicial de-
cisions. 

Del Rio did not attend The 
Miami Times forum.

Group 25 pits Yery Marrero 
up against Joe Perkins. 

Marrero has practiced law 
29 years, 10 years of which 
she was an assistant public 
defender. In 2000, she opened 
her own firm, which is mi-
nority-owned, representing 
individuals with state and 
federal criminal offenses. Per-
kins has a decade of experi-
ence, ligating on fraud cases 
and commercial disputes. He 
also has experience in dealing 
with real estate, contracts and 
business torts. 

The candidates were asked 
about criminal justice reform 

in the Florida judicial system. 
“My years of experience 

in the public defender’s of-
fice and being in the criminal 
system, there is a need for 
reform,” Marrero said. Many 
people are not represented by 
an attorney in misdemeanor 
court, thus being clueless on 
what to do in that situation, 
she cited as an example. “I be-
lieve that they should be rep-
resented by an attorney,” she 
added. 

However, Perkins argued 
that reform is needed in the 
judicial system.

“We need to make sure that 
when we are comparing ap-
ples to apples. People of col-
or are not disproportionately 
sentenced when compared 
with people not of color,” said 
Perkins. 

Perkins also said that judg-
es need to be aware of the 
implicit bias and that judges 
need to exercise better discre-
tion when it in dealing with 
people that are different from 
them. 

There are five county judge 
races, which include Groups 
2, 32, 33, 40 and 43. 

In Group 2, Kristy Nunez 
faces Rosy Aponte. Nunez 
has been an attorney working 
in the state attorney’s office 
for over 13 years. For the last 
two years, she has been run-
ning a human trafficking unit 
to protect young children and 
teenagers from the dangers of 
sex work. In 2010, she started 
Urban Promise Miami, a non-
profit organization dedicated 
to helping inner-city children 
graduate from colleges and 
stay away from a life of crime. 

“I think my past can show 
you what my future could,” 
Nunez said at the forum when 

asked about criminal reform 
in the judicial system. 

As part of her answer, she 
referred to Urban Promised 
Miami where many of her 
defendants were minority 
teenagers facing serious adult 
charges with little to no sup-
port from their families or the 
community. 

“I do believe in reform, and 
I believe that there is a need 
to bridge the gap in the com-
munity.” 

Lizzet Martinez is vying 
for county judge in Group 32 
against Christopher Pracit-
to. Both candidates have ex-
tensive experience working 
in cases involving juveniles, 
family court and domestic vi-
olence. The candidates were 
asked about racial disparities 
in the judicial system. 

“I would treat those who 
appear in front of me with 
respect and dignity regard-
less of race, religion and affil-
iation,” Martinez said. “I will 
look at all factors in the law, 
and I will apply the law fairly.”

Pracitto also pledged to be 
fair.

“I represented the minori-
ties and people of color in 
Dade County, and I will make 
sure that in my courtroom ev-
eryone gets fair treatment,” 

Olanike “Nike” Adebayo 
faces Eleane Sosa-Bruzon for 
county judge Group 33. Ade-
bayo has more than 20 years 
of experience, which include 
working for the state attor-
ney’s office and the police le-
gal advisor office. 

“I attend to be a very trial 
active judge,” she said at the 
forum. “I have litigated prob-
ably 100 jury trials, so I know 
the evidence, and I know how 
to introduce it.” 

Michael Barket is running 
against Elena Ortega-Tauler 
in Group 40. 

Barket comes from a strong 
tradition of family members 
that have become lawyers, 
including his father, a WWII 
veteran. He has practiced law 
for more than two decades. 
He has worked with the 
Miami-Dade County Teen 
Court program, a program 
that helps first-time nonvio-
lent teen offenders.

 “If I help one kid stay out 
of the system, I have done my 
job,” Barket said. “I think the 
true joy of being a lawyer and 
judge is serving and helping 
our community.”

Vying for Group 43 is Mile-
na Abreu and Miguel Mira-
bal. 

Abreu is one of seven wom-
en to be certified to try death 
penalty cases in the county 
and has served as traffic hear-
ing officer for seven years. 

Mirabal has practiced law 
in the U.S., Europe and Latin 
America. He has taught busi-
ness law at the college level.

Abreu said she has been 
faced with the difficulty of 
dealing with implicit bias as 
a traffic hearing officer.

 “I have eight years of being 
the local traffic hearing judge 
in the county court, where 
I seek to be elected, dealing 
with implicit bias,” Abreu 
said. “Those are the real-
ly tough issues, and I know 
them.”

Mirabal said he tackles the 
issue head-on.

“I have done inclusion and 
diversity training,” Mirabal 
said. Mirabal has established 
a minority-run and owned 
law firm, which allows him to 
work on implicit bias, he said. 

Christopher Pracitto, county judge candidate for Group 32, addressing the crowd. 

Kristy Nunez, county judge candidate for Group 2, at the second Miami Times 
2018 Political Forum. 

Felipe Rivas/Miami Times 

Melba Pearson, deputy director of the American Civil Liberties Union and judicial 
candidate, Rene Gordon are pictured at The Miami Times’ political forum at Florida 
Memorial University. Pearson moderated the event.

Miami Times photo/ Kishanda Burns

Gubernatorial candidate and Tallahassee Mayor An-
drew Gillum speaks at the Red for Education Rally on 
Aug. 19.
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KEN DILANIAN 
NBC News

WASHINGTON — Sen. Bill 
Nelson, a Florida Democrat, 
has reaped the political whirl-
wind in the 10 days since he 
proclaimed that Russian hack-
ers had "penetrated" some of 
his state's county voting sys-
tems.

The Republican governor 
of Florida, who happens to 
be running against Nelson for 
his U.S. Senate seat this fall, 
has blasted his claim as irre-
sponsible. The top Florida 
elections official, also a Re-
publican, said he had seen no 
indication it's true. And the 
Washington Post weighed in 
lAug.10 with a 2,717-word fact 
check that all but accused 
Nelson — without evidence 
— of making it up.

However, three people fa-
miliar with the intelligence 
tell NBC News that there is 
a classified basis for Nelson's 
assertion, which he made at a 
public event after being given 
information from the lead-
ers of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee. The extent and 
seriousness of the threat re-
mains unclear, shrouded for 
reasons of national security.

The episode illustrates the 
extent to which secrecy, pol-
itics and state-federal rival-
ries can stand in the way of a 
unified response to the threat 
from Russian attacks on a dif-
fuse U.S. election system run 
by state and local officials. 
Through a spokesman, Nelson 
declined to comment.

At an  Aug. 7 campaign event 
in Florida's capital, Nelson said 
Intelligence Committee leaders 
asked that he "let supervisors 
of elections in Florida know 
that Russians are inside our re-
cords." He added that Russian 
hackers "have already penetrat-
ed certain counties in the state 
and they now have free rein to 
move about."

"Either Bill Nelson knows of 
crucial information the feder-
al government is withholding 
from Florida election officials, 
or he is simply making things 
up," said Gov. Rick Scott, who 
is seeking to take Nelson's 
Senate seat, which he has held 
since 2001.

But Scott, who as governor 
has a security clearance, has 
not actually disputed Nelson's 
assertion. His spokesman said 
the governor had not personal-
ly called anyone at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
to seek a classified briefing to 
get to the bottom of the mat-
ter. The governor's appointee 
to supervise elections in Flor-
ida, Secretary of State Ken 
Detzner, was reaching out to 
federal officials for clarity, 
spokesman McKinley Lewis 
told NBC News.

Detzner faced criticism this 
year for delaying an applica-
tion for federal funds to im-
prove Florida election securi-
ty, only to be overruled by the 
governor.

A February report by the 
left-leaning Center for Amer-
ican Progress gave Florida an 
"F" grade for election security, 
one of only five states that re-
ceived a failing grade. Florida 
was one of 21 states notified by 
DHS that it had been targeted 
by hackers in the 2016 election.

NBC's sources declined to 
provide the exact details of 
what Nelson was attempting to 
describe, because they remain 
classified. They said Nelson 
was talking about intelligence 
related to ongoing repercus-
sions stemming from a 2016 
hack of a Florida elections 
vendor, VR Systems, based in 
Tallahassee. They said the in-
telligence had been described 
to Nelson by Republican Rich-
ard Burr of North Carolina, the 
chairman of the Senate intel-
ligence committee, and Mark 
Warner of Virginia, the rank-
ing Democrat.

A Top Secret National Secu-
rity Agency document leaked 
last year to the Intercept web 
site said that VR Systems had 

been penetrated in August 2016 
by hackers working for Rus-
sian military intelligence, and 
that the hackers "likely used 
data obtained from that oper-

ation to … launch a voter regis-
tration-themed spear-phishing 
campaign targeting U.S. local 
government organizations."

The NSA report didn't name 
the company but it described 
some of its products, making 
clear which company was be-
ing referenced, the Intercept 

reported. VR Systems Chief 
Operating Officer Ben Martin 
did not respond to a request 
for comment.

The report described a 
scheme in which Russian 
hackers tricked local govern-
ment voter systems officials 
into clicking on bogus links 

that would allow the hackers 
to access credentials for vot-
ing systems.

The report said it was un-
known to what extent the 
campaign had been successful, 
and what data on "election-re-
lated hardware and soft-
ware applications" may have                         

been obtained.
"The threat from that breach 

seems to be ongoing," a cyber 
security expert briefed on the 
matter told NBC News.

In addition to Florida, VR 
Systems has contracts in Cali-
fornia, Illinois and Indiana, its 
web site says.

Have Russians hacked Florida’s voter records?
Bill Nelson blasted for saying Soviets 
penetrated state's election database
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STACY M. BROWN 
NNPA Newswire Contributor

There’s at least a perceived 
growing number of Demo-
crats who say they want to 
replace California Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi as the Democratic lead-
er in the House of Representa-
tives. South Carolina Rep. Jim 
Clyburn has emerged as a fa-
vorite among his peers to be-
come the first Black American 
to hold that position.

In an exclusive interview 
with the NNPA Newswire, the 
25-year congressman said that, 
while he’s ready for the chal-
lenge, Democrats currently 
have much bigger fish to fry.

“The first order of business 
is to win the [midterm] elec-
tions on Nov. 6,” Clyburn said. 
“That’s what I’ve been con-
centrating on.”

Clyburn and Congressio-
nal Black Caucus Chair Ce-
dric Richmond each told the 
NNPA Newswire that they’ve 
identified 37 districts across 
the country they believe can 
be won by Democrats this 
year, which would wrest con-
trol of the House from Repub-
licans.

“We feel, with the right kind 
of effort, we can win,” Clyburn 
said.

Clyburn listed three keys to 
success this November.

The first key, Clyburn said, 
is to prioritize the Black vote; 
Democrats can’t afford to take 
the Black American vote for 
granted.

The secondly, the Demo-
crats shouldn’t rely on an an-
ti-President Donald Trump 
wave to get out the vote. Fi-
nally, Clyburn said that can-
didates must advertise in the 
Black Press, if they want to 
win in November.

“We are also talking about 

districts where Barack Obama 
won twice and where Hillary 
Clinton also won, but these 
voters don’t turn out for the 
so-called ‘off-year elections,’” 
Clyburn said. “We can’t let 
these voters feel like we’re 
taking them for granted.”

Clyburn, 78, said he was re-
cently taken aback by one can-
didate, who said that he could 
win the Black vote by running 
on an anti-Trump platform.

“Wait one second,” Clyburn 
said that he told the individ-
ual. “We can’t just go around 
being ‘Republican-light.’ We 
have to be out there putting 
forth an alternative message 
for our base, and we have to 
reach out to Black voters and 
let them know we’re not tak-
ing them or any of our base for 
granted.”

A former history teacher, 
Clyburn said Trump’s obses-
sion with dismantling Obama’s 
legacy is reminiscent of tactics 
employed by Andrew Johnson 
to demean his predecessor, 
Abraham Lincoln.

Johnson, who was im-
peached by House, had a vi-
sion of America as a white 
man’s government, according 
to historians.

“If you remember, it’s the 
same kind of reaction Johnson 
had to Lincoln and I remem-
ber sitting alone once in the 
Oval Office with Obama and 

I told him that this would be 
the kind of reaction he could 
expect,” Clyburn said.

“[Obama] was never going 
to get the kind of respect for 

his presidency that was shown 
to presidents before him,” 
Clyburn said. “The narrative 
that exists in this country is 
that there are certain things 

that Black folks are not sup-
posed to do and one of those 
things is becoming the presi-
dent of the United States and 
[President Trump] and his 
administration, feel they have 
to do whatever they can to 
wipe out any semblance that 
Barack Obama was ever pres-
ident of the United States.”

Clyburn continued: 
“[Trump] has a deep-seated 
hatred for people of color and 
it manifests itself every day.”

Though he doesn’t support 
or agree politically with for-
mer Trump aide Omarosa 
Manigault Newman, Clyburn 
said he was deeply troubled 
when Trump referred to her 
as a “low life” and a “dog.”

“I’m the father of three 
daughters and I’m deeply in-
sulted by the president of the 
United States referring to an 
African American women 
the way he referred to her,” 
he said. “Politics aside, I’m 
insulted that the president of 
the United States would den-
igrate the office in this way.”

Rep. Clyburn to Democrats: Prioritize the Black vote 
Politician is favored among peers to 
succeed House leader Nancy Pelosi

South Carolina Rep. Jim Clyburn

We have to reach out 
to Black voters and let 
them know we’re not 
taking them or any of 
our base for granted.” 

Rep. Jim Clyburn

“

FRANCIS DAVE RAGOO for the City of Miami Gardens Council Seat 2. Fran-
cis is a Realtor by profession for over 35 years. A life member of NAACP, 

a board member and moderator at UPPAC (Unrepresented People Positive 
Action Council) which was started by Commissioner Betty T. Ferguson and  

meets every Saturday morning for the last 31 years at Greater New Bethel 
Baptist Church, currently, the Miami Dade County School Board Representa-

tive for the $1.2 Billion Dollar Bond, Legislative Chair for Norland Senior High 
School PTSA, 15 year member of the American Cancer Society Relay For Life 

of North Dade, Graduate of Good Government Initiative workshop of Univer-
sity of Miami,  Miami Gardens Citizens Academy Program 2013 Graduate, 

Eleventh Judicial Circuit Guardian Ad Litem Program 2007-2013. Endorsed 
by AFSCME and the Miami Dade County PBA. That’s only a snippet of Fran-

cis Dave Ragoo community service over the years. Please log onto to www.
fdrseat2.com to learn more about his involvement in our community.    We ask 

that you vote for FRANCIS DAVE RAGOO, Punch #192 for the City of Miami 
Gardens, Council Seat 2. Early vote starts August 13-26, 2018 at the North 

Dade Regional Library located at 2455 NW 183rd St, Miami Gardens.

Paid Political Advertisement Paid for and approved by Francis Dave Ragoo, Candidate for  
Miami Gardens City Council, Seat 2. email:fragoore@aol.com | www.fdrseat2.com

Please Elect
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All 350,000 students of Miami-Dade County Public Schools started on Monday. 

Superintendent Alberto Carvalho visited Miami Carol city Senior High to get the 

teachers and students fired up for the year. Students got excited when the Miami 

Heat dancers showed them some moves at Paul Laurence Dunbar K-8, the Miami 

Heat Academy. 

DISTRICT’S IN FULL SWING

Photos courtesy of Miami-Dade County Public Schools
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MALIKA A. HARVEY
Miami Times Contributor

More than 250 Black busi-
ness owners and leaders cel-
ebrated the launching of the 
Broward County Black Cham-
ber of Commerce last week. 
The chamber was established 
to increase the bottom line 
of chamber members, which 
would allow them to create 
more job opportunities for 
Black workers. 

“Although [our commu-
nity] has made tremendous 
progress, there is still work 
to be done and the statistics 
reveal that underlying truth,” 
Shaheewa Jarrett, founder of 
the Broward County Black 
Chamber of Commerce, said. 
“Black chambers will always 
be relevant as long as we have 
disparities in the way public 
contracts are awarded, loans 
are administered and imbal-
ances in opportunities with 
large, private corporations.”

The Broward County Black 
Chamber plans on partnering 
with both the Miami-Dade 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Black Chamber of Com-
merce of Palm Beach County, 
which both have existed since 
the 1970s.  

Gordon Eric Knowles, pres-
ident of Miami-Dade Cham-
ber of Commerce, said he is 
glad that Broward now has 
an organization focused on 
Black businesses.

“It’s a great thing. We need 
more advocates for Black 
businesses,” Knowles said. 
“I look forward to working 
together to make sure that 
Black businesses are able to 
connect and grow.”

Along with helping its busi-
nesses increase revenue and 
win more government-fund-
ed contracts, Jarrett said com-

munity service is also import-
ant to the new chamber.

“Our goal is to impact our 
unemployment numbers by 
helping people in our com-
munity start and expand their 
businesses so that jobs are 
created in our community,” 
Jarrett said. “People want to 
live with dignity and provide 
for themselves and our role 

in the Black business commu-
nity is to create jobs so that 
people in our communities 
can take care of their fami-
lies.” 

According to the Small 
Business Administration, 
second to the federal gov-
ernment, Black businesses 
are the largest employers of 
Black Americans in the Unit-
ed States. 

Statistics show that about 12 
percent of Blacks in Broward 
are unemployed, while about 
5 percent of white people and 
about 9 percent of Hispanic 
people are unemployed. 

The chamber’s other fo-
cuses are:  accessing capital, 
advocacy, capacity building, 
connecting, promoting and 
education. 

Already the chamber is div-
ing into a nearly untapped 
market for Black business-
es medical marijuana. It will 
host a mixer 6 - 10 p.m. Aug. 
23 at NYSW Jazz Lounge, 107 
SW Sixth St., Fort Lauderdale 
to educate members about 
opportunities.

EDUCATION AND GROWTH 
Anthea Pennant, board 

member of the chamber and 
district director of supplier 
relations, diversity business 
services and resource man-
agement at Broward College, 
explained why it is important 
for chamber members to learn 
more about accessing govern-
ment-funded contracts.

“The reality is when you 
look at the procurement pro-
cess, Black businesses are not 
as successful at winning the 
same amount of contracts as 
many of their other ethnic 
counterparts,” Pennant said. 
“So there’s a need to be edu-
cated on how to access gov-
ernment-funded contracts.” 

Pennant explained that 
many local, small-and-mi-
nority businesses are “pretty 
talented” and have the skill 

set but will greatly benefit 
from learning more about ob-
taining government contracts. 

“Through the chamber, I’m 
hoping to use my voice of 
advocacy to really try to en-
courage companies to come 
and get the knowledge that 
they need so they can take 
themselves to the next lev-
el,” she said. “My hope is that 
Broward College will become 
a center for entrepreneurship 
for all businesses.” 

Chad Cherry, a chef who 
co-founded Refresh Live Cafe 
Inc. with his wife Karen Pan-
dy-Cherry, said he plans on 
joining the chamber to inter-
act with other business own-
ers and build capacity. 

“One of the things that has 
been most impactful for us in 
our business is the support 
that we’ve found in commu-
nities of color,” Pandy-Cherry 
said. “But that support was al-
ways fragmented. So when we 
walked in and saw all of these 
people we know working to-
gether in one place for one 
common goal that is exciting 
for us.”

Kristen Goss, a family law-
yer and chamber member, 
said she is interested in learn-
ing more ways her business 
can grow and how she can 
help others who are a part of 
the chamber.

“The chamber is much 
needed in Broward County,” 
Goss said. “I think it’s high 
time that we support each 
other in the Black-owned 
businesses [marketplace] by 
making sure that each of us 
grows because there’s power 
in numbers.” 

Currently, members meet 
once a month at The Afri-
can-American Research Li-
brary and Cultural Center.  

For more information con-
tact the chamber at 954-451-
1542 or info@browardcoun-
tyblackchamberofcommerce.
com.

 Photos courtesy of Anthony C. Williams 

Board members, host and judge were photographed after the board installation. From left are Judge Kenneth Gillespie; Rodney Baltimore, master of cermonies and 
HOT105 radio host; Brian C. Johnson, vice mayor,West Park; Bryan Cunningham, Urban League of Broward County’s Entrepreneurship Center; Shaheewa Jarrett, Bro-
ward County Black Chamber of Commerce founder; Jeff Bridges, executive vice president, Center for Independent Living of Broward County; Rosalind Osgood, Broward 
County School Board member, District 5; Anthea Pennant, Broward College; Garrie Harris, Alpha1 Staffing & Search Firm; and Toney Coley, BB&T.

BLACK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Helping businesses provide more
job opportunities on the agenda

B R O W A R D  L A U N C H E S

Shaheewa Jarrett, founder of the Broward County 
Black Chamber of Commerce speaks at event.

Judge Kenneth Gillespie administers oath during the 
board installation.

Our goal is to 
impact our unem-
ployment numbers 

by helping people in 
our community start 

and expand their 
businesses so that 
jobs are created in 
our community.”

Shaheewa Jarrett

“
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USA’s Ali Khan joins 
Trinidadian cricket team

Summer tournament to match up Knight Riders 
and Tallawahs in Lauderhill

These jobs pay $100k—
no degree required
Demand for the country’s highest 
paying careers outpaces supply of 
candidates
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TO TWEET OR NOT TO TWEET — THAT IS THE QUESTION; SPORTS FIGURES ARE HAUNTED BY SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS THAT WILL NEVER GO AWAY     15B
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There are instances when 
sports and tweets don’t mix.  
Those instances include 
when athletes’ views were 
better left unexpressed, bet-
ter left un-tweeted.   

Twitter is just one of the 
many social media platforms 
that have captured our atten-
tion. Twitter continuously 
feeds our insatiable need to 
be in the loop at all times.    

At its core, social media has 
become the information high-
way. And most of the time, it’s 
a pleasant and fun journey.  

In 280 characters or less, 
you get an overview of some 
of the hottest news and 
sports topics, the latest enter-
tainment happenings or the 
411 on something as trivial as 
what someone had for lunch.   

It is also an avenue to es-
pouse one’s views on contro-
versial topics such as politics 
and religion.  

Navigating these byways 
are tricky at best, and one 
slip of the “character” can 
cause one to lose friends, 
fans, fame, followers, respect 
of peers and sometimes even 
one’s job. 

For better or for worse – 
Twitter puts personalities on 
full display.  

Athletes are becoming their 
own publicists. Twitter has 
become their way to break 
their own news — thereby 
controlling the narrative —
telling their story how and 
when they want to tell it.     

Tweets can trip up a pro-
fessional athlete, especially 

when clever becomes off-col-
or. And especially, when prej-
udices are heralded toward a 
certain group of people based 
upon their race, religion and/
or sexual orientation.  

Fans and the media hang on 
every word  – or rather every 
one of these 280 characters.    

For the average person, it’s 
not the biggest of deals, as 
they probably only have a few 
hundred followers. 

But for professional ath-
letes – with thousands and 
sometimes millions of follow-
ers - tweeting can become a 
pitfall.   

Attempts at being humor-
ous and polarizing beyond 
just being an amazing athlete 
to fans, teammates and media 
tend to leave one over-ex-
posed. 

Some questions profession-

al athletes should be asking 
themselves whether “to tweet 
or not to tweet?” Do I really 
want to tweet this?  Should I 
tweet this?  What are the pos-
sible implications, if I tweet 
this? 

Along with notoriety, 
comes greater scrutiny.   

As with words once spoken, 
a tweet once tweeted cannot 
be taken back. You can try 
to delete it, but the internet 
never forgets and sometimes 
neither will the fans.   

If you ever tweeted it, they 
will find it.  

Recently, several sports 
stars have been exposed and 
scrutinized for off-color hu-
mor and homophobic rants.

Yankees’ Sonny Gray found 
this out first hand earlier this 
month when an old tweet 
from 2012 in which he ref-
erenced a former teammate 
resurfaced from his twitter 
account.

Gray who is white, tweet-
ed this to Rashun Dixon, his 
Black former teammate from 
the Oakland Athletics: “@
sir_peanut 1: 1. You didn’t go 
to college.  2. You are black. 
#followtheleaderleaderlead-
er clap clap clap” and @sir 
_peanut what is a frat house?” 
Sonny Gray @sonnygray2.

Gray apologized saying it 
was just an “inside joke” with 
one of his former teammates, 

yet his statements were made 
on a very public forum.  

Milwaukee Brewers’ Josh 
Hader, now 24, having tweet-
ed this at 17 years old, cov-
ered all the wrong bases with 
his racist, homophobic and 
threatening tweets. 

“White power lol”
“KKK”--“N-----bot? The 

(expletive)! That just made 
my night! Smh”

“I hate gay people.”
“I’m deeply sorry for what 

I’ve said, and it doesn’t reflect 
any of my beliefs going on 
now. I was young, immature 
and stupid, and there’s no 
excuses for what was said or 
what happened,” said Hader.  

Although he said there are 
no excuses, he continued to 
blame his youth, immaturity 
and possible rap lyrics.  

Racism and bigotry is not a 
rite of passage.  #SMH.  

And the tweets just keep on 
coming.  

Washington Nationals 
shortstop, Trea Turner came 
up short and racially tone 
deaf.  He is yet another ath-
lete to have old, offensive 
tweets surface.  Turner’s 
tweets are from 2011 and 
2012. 

@treaturner - - “if I was 
black I would have some long 
a__dreads and “once you go 
black, you’re gonna need a 
wheelchair.”

How about once you go 
on ridiculous racist rants, no 
matter how long ago, you’re 
going to need #sensitivity-
training? 

Atlanta Braves pitcher, 
Sean Newcomb also apolo-
gized recently for a series of 
offensive tweets he sent as a 
teen.  He called them “some 
stupid stuff.”

One tweet was reported to 
include racial epithets that 
were a part of a rap song lyr-
ics, and several others con-
tained gay slurs.  

Stupid is an understate-
ment. Tweeting racially of-
fensive material is more than 
just a stupid prank.   

Openly gay, former out-
fielder and current Major 
League Baseball vice presi-
dent for social responsibility 
and inclusion, Billy Bean said 
in a statement, “such inap-
propriate comments have no 
place in our game.”

Nor do they have a place in 
our society.    

The Fifth Amendment 
guarantees every American 
freedom of speech, but it 
doesn’t immune one to the 
consequences that go along 
with saying or tweeting 
whatever one thinks.    

The old saying, “think be-
fore you speak,” should be 
modernized to say, “think be-
fore you tweet.”

To tweet or not to tweet 
— that is the question
Sports figures are haunted by social 
media posts that will never go away

TheZIEGLER
REPORT
JENNY ZIEGLER, Miami Times Contributor

Miami Times Staff Report

The Trinbago Knight Riders added USA 
fast bowler Ali Khan to their squad for the 
2018 Hero Caribbean Premier League 
tournament.

The tourney started Aug. 8 and runs 
through Sep.16.

“Ali Khan has shown that he is a rapidly 
improving bowler of real potential, and we 
are excited about him joining TKR for the 
2018 tournament. We are sure he will be a 

real asset,” said Venky Mysore, director of 
the Trinbago Knight Riders.

 Khan will be replacing Ronsford Beaton 
in the squad as he continues remedial 
work on his bowling action. 

First started in 2013, the Hero CPL is a 
franchise-based T20 format cricket tour-
nament. Combining broadcast and digital 
viewership, more than 197 million fans 
watched the 2017 season to make it one 
of the fastest growing leagues in world 
cricket.

 Ali Khan has played at the Hero CPL 
before, representing the Guyana Amazon 
Warriors in 2016, claiming the wicket of 
Kumar Sangakkara with his first delivery. 
He was first selected for the USA team in 
2016 and has become a regular for his 
national team since. 

The Trinbago Knight Riders are the 
current Hero CPL champions and the 
other competing teams are the Barbados 
Tridents, Guyana Amazon Warriors, St. 
Kitts & Nevis Patriots, St. Lucia Stars and                                 

Jamaica Tallawahs.
Khan joined his new Hero CPL team on 

Aug. 11 at Queen’s Park Oval in Trinidad 
wicket-to-wicket against the St. Kitts & 
Nevis Patriots. For the home match, Khan 
snared a three-wicket haul. However, St 
Kitts and Nevis Patriots won by 42 runs.

Khan will also be returning to play for his 
new team in the USA when the Trinbago 
Knight Riders take on the Jamaica Talla-
wahs at Central Broward Regional Park in 
Lauderhill on Sunday, Aug. 19.

The St. Kitts & Nevis 
Patriots and Trinbago 
Knight Riders standoff 
at Queen’s Park Oval in 
Trinidad on Aug. 11.

Photo courtesy of CPL T20 Ltd.2018

USA’s Ali Khan joins 
Trinidadian cricket team

SUMMER TOURNAMENT TO MATCH UP KNIGHT RIDERS AND TALLAWAHS IN LAUDERHILL

Rashun Dixon
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The residents of Cordo-
ba Courts Apartments in 
Opa-locka are not backing 
down. Faced with wide-
spread substandard 
housing conditions, 
they are joining to-
gether to demand 
their right to the 
provisions of the 
Fair Housing Act. 

An Aug. 16 Cor-
doba Courts Com-
munity Tenant As-
sociation meeting 
to address the faulty living 
conditions and safety was 
packed with residents. Also 
in attendance were Opa-loc-
ka city officials; members 
of the Miami-Dade Branch 
NAACP Housing Commit-
tee; Legal Services of Greater 

Miami; and representatives 
from U.S. Congresswoman 
Frederica Wilson’s office. 
There was no representa-

tion from Cordoba 
Courts’ manage-
ment company, Mil-
lennia, even though 
they were confirmed 
to be there and list-
ed on the agenda, 
too. Residents were 
expecting to be able 
to talk to someone 
about their concerns 

and receive an update about 
ongoing maintenance work. 
Spokeswoman for Millenia, 
Laurie Roberts, said Millen-
nia plans to hold a separate 
meeting with residents to dis-
cuss the issues that emerged 
from the tenant meeting. In 

my book, that’s an excuse, es-
pecially since the issues be-
ing discussed were not new, 
just unaddressed.

WHY ADVOCACY 
MATTERS 

The resident at the helm of 
organizing the event is Cor-
doba Courts’ tenant’s asso-
ciation president, Shalonda 
Rivers. She has maintenance 
concerns of her own in her 
apartment unit. Still, she con-
tinues to be the advocate and 

voice for all eight buildings 
of Cordoba Courts. 

“There’s no hidden agen-
da; I just want Millennia 
Housing to do what they are 
supposed to do for the peo-
ple that live here,” said Riv-
ers.  Since we first broke the 
news about the “slum hous-
ing conditions” back in June, 
Millennia and the Opa-loc-
ka Code Enforcement team 
have begun inspecting units 
and families have been re-
located temporarily to ho-

tels until their unit becomes 
habitable again. That’s a win 
for the residents and a true 
testament to why advoca-
cy matters! If the residents 
hadn’t spoke up about their 
living conditions, there’s a 
chance nothing would have 
been done or corrected at all. 
This should inspire others to 
do the same.

WORKING TOGETHER TO 
GET THINGS DONE 

Some units at Cordoba 

Courts are already undergo-
ing long-overdue repairs. But 
residents are questioning the 
status of when will it all be 
done. 

“How much longer must 
we wait, continue to take 
pictures and write letters?” 
residents say. Seems like 
things aren’t happening fast 
enough and becoming a bit 
unbearable for residents. 
The city of Opa-locka should 
reach out to Millennia again 
and issue a 90-day deadline 
for each building. That’s 
not unreasonable especially 
for repairs that should have 
been done and enforced 
years ago. Opa-locka is en-
forcing a $300-daily-fine by 
as repairs languish.  Resi-
dents still have the support 
of PULSE (People United 
to Lead the Struggle); Ra-
chel Johnson of National 
Alliance of HUD Tenants 
(NAHT); legal services; 
and other local resources 
and housing groups. With 
Opa-locka enforcing hous-
ing standards, along with 
the help of Wilson at the 
federal level, the problems 
for Cordoba Courts may be 
over soon. 

Are your housing condi-
tions substandard? Paying a 
price for slum? Contact Dan-
iella Pierre affordablehous-
ingmatters@gmail.com

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
MATTERS

Opa-locka residents join 
forces to make a change

DANIELLA PIERRE, affordablehousingmatters@gmail.com

Pierre

Miami Times photo/Daniella Pierre

Representatives from the city of Opa-locka including Commissioners John Ri-
ley and Matthew Pigatt attend a Cordoba Courts Tenant Association meeting to 
discuss living conditions. The management company, Millennia, was a no-show.

CITY OF MIAMI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Miami City Clerk’s office 
located at City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, FL  33133 for 
the following:

IFB NO. 933382  COMMERCIAL DOOR MAINTENANCE  
   AND REPAIR SERVICES AT 
   POLICE FACILITIES     

CLOSING DATE/TIME:  1:00 PM, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2018

(Deadline to Request additional information/clarification: 
Wednesday, August 29, 2018 at 4:00 PM)

Detailed specifications for this bid is available at the City of Miami, 
Department of Procurement Teresa Soto at tsoto@miamigov.com  

THIS BID SOLICITATION IS SUBJECT TO THE “CONE OF 
SILENCE” IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY OF MIAMI CODE 
SECTION 18-74 ORDINANCE NO. 12271.  

   Emilio T. González, Ph. D.             
AD NO. 26782  City Manager                         

Request for Proposals

South Florida Workforce Investment Board (SFWIB), the Regional 
Workforce Board for Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties (also known 
as Region 23), is issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Temporary 
Staffing Services from vendors experienced in conducting business 
with governmental entities that receive sizable federal and/or state 
funding.

The RFP will be release on or about August 20, 2018 and will be posted 
on the SFWIB website (www.careersourcesfl.com).  Additionally, the 
RFP will be available for pickup at the SFWIB Headquarters, Suite 500, 
Reception Desk, 7300 Corporate Center Drive, Miami, Florida 33126.

An Offeror’s Conference is scheduled for September 7, 2018 at 3:00 
p.m., at the SFWIB Headquarters, Suite 500, 7300 Corporate Center 
Drive, Miami, Florida 33126.  Bids must be submitted no later than 3:00 
p.m., September 20, 2018.  Bids not received by that deadline will not 
be accepted.

Please direct all procedural inquiries, including questions regarding the 
format of the Offerors’ Conference and the Public Review Forum, to 
Teresa Serrano via e-mail, at Teresa.Serrano@careersourcesfl.com.

CareerSource South Florida is an equal employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are 
available upon request to individuals with disabilities. All voice telephone numbers on this 

website may be reached by persons using TTY/TDD equipment via Florida Relay 711.

OHL-Arellano Construction Co. in partnership with Jackson Health System invites all local business entities, to 
provide sealed bids on Monday, August 27, 2018 no later than 2:00 PM (ET), for the following project: 

Jackson North Medical Center- Bid Package 04A& 04B

All sealed bids must be delivered in a timely manner no later than 08/27/2018 to the referenced drop off 
location below (Late bids will not be accepted & returned to your firm unopened):

OHL Arellano Construction Co. (Main Office) 

Attention: Mrs. Veronica Delatorre/ Mrs. Anntonela Raffaele 
7051 S.W. 12th Street

Miami, FL 33144

Bid Package 04 includes but is not limited to: Landscaping & Irrigation, Concrete (Shell), Roofing & Plumbing. All 
pertinent project information and construction documents are available as of 08/13/2018. Please use the following 
links to access: https://secure.smartinsight.co/#/PublicBidProject/379002

OHL-Arellano Construction Co. is committed to supporting the economic development of 
certified Miami-Dade County small business enterprise construction (SBEC) firms. We encourage all certified SBE-
C entities to submit a sealed bid. All entities interested will be subject to OHL-Arellano Construction Co. 
prequalification procedures. In accordance with our commitment, OHL-Arellano Construction Co. has provided 
SBE Set Aside bid packages, referenced above. 

For  bid  participation,  contact  Veronica Delatorre at Veronica.Delatorre@ohlna.com. Subcontractor/Vendor 
prequalification, please contact Anntonela Raffaele at Anntonela.Raffaele@ohlna.com or 786-418-3740

HEALTHCARE CONSTRUCTION BID ANNOUNCEMENT #3

(Important Note: Please include on sealed envelope; Company Name, Scope of Work & Project Name)
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Apartments 

1835 NW 2 Avenue
Two Bedrooms - $1,200
Granite Kitchens, Gated, 

Free Water 
786-506-3067

6832 NW 5 Place
Studio, $550 monthly

 786-286-2540
8475 NE 2 Avenue

One and two bdrms, Section 
8 Welcome, 305-754-7776.

ARENA GARDEN

FREE BASIC CABLE AND 
FREE WATER

Remodeled two, three 
bedrooms, air, appliances, 
laundry, gate. From $725. 

305-374-4412
CAPITAL RENTAL 

AGENCY
LICENSED REAL ESTATE 

BROKER
305-642-7080

Overtown, Liberty City, 
Brownsville, Allapatah. 
Apartments, Duplexes, 
Houses. One, Two and 

Three Bedrooms. Same day 
approval. Call for specials. 

305-642-7080 www.
capitalrentalagency.com

GRAND OPENING
NEW ARENA SQUARE 

Walking distance to school 
from $690. Remodeled one, 

two, three bedrooms, two 
baths. Central air, laundry, 

gated. Office 1023 NW 3 Ave. 
305-372-1383

Churches
5941 NW 176 Street

Church for rent. Call Pastor 
Fabian, 786-457-4503

Condos/Townhouses
3924 NW 207 Street Rd

Three bedrooms, two baths. 
Section 8 Welcome. 

305-244-2528

Duplexes
30 Street NW 19 Ave
Section 8 Welcome. 

305-754-7776
4990 NW 18 Avenue

Two bedrooms, one bath. 
$1400 mthly. First and last to 
move in. 

305-632-2426

Effi ciencies
HOLLYWOD AREA

2230 Fillmore Street
Refrigerator, stove, ceiling 

fan, bath and shower.
786-478-5231, 786-262-4701

NW AREA
Put a deposit down. it will 
be ready in 30 days. $1,100 
a month. Need first, last, 
deposit. Ask for  Mr. Johnson, 
786-641-1904.

Furnished Rooms

1270 NW 72 Street
Beautiful furnished room. 
Utilities,  cable, WiFi, 
appliances and central air 
included. $650 monthly. 
Appointment Only.

Call 786-357-5000

1335 NW 58 Street
Large bedroom for rent. 
Freshly painted, beautiful, pri-
vate bathroom with central air, 
security bars, walk-in closet, 
kitchen privilege, first, last, 
security needed, $190 weekly, 
$475 to move in.

Call 786-273-6649
1527 NW 100 Street

Rooms for rent. $125 weekly, 
air included. 305-310-7463

1704 NW 1 Place
ROOM FOR RENT

786-506-3067
276 NE 141 Street

Cable included. 786-797-8016
83 Street NW 18 Avenue

Clean room. 
305-754-7776

BROWNSVILLE AREA
Furnished. $150 wkly. $600 
deposit. 786-320-4825

Houses
1030 NW 103 Street

Spacious four bedrooms, two 
baths, updated, tiled, central 
air, $2,000. 305-662-5505.

3824 N.W. 213th Street
Two bedrooms, one bath. 

$1400 monthly. 305-267-9449
3880 NW 171 Terrace

Three bedrooms, two baths, 
new kitchen and bath, $1600 
monthly. Section 8 OK. Drive 
by then call: 954-517-1282

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
A remodeled three bedrooms, 
two bath, pool home, corner 
lot, $2,000 a month, 305-495-
9465.

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Spacious three and four bed-
rooms, two baths, central air, 
tiled, fenced yard. Plasma TV.

 No credit check.
Section 8 Welcome!  

Call now 305-834-4440
STOP FORECLOSURE

305-731-3591

Unfurnished Rooms
AVENTURA AREA

$1,000 a month, first and last 
to move in, 305-788-4479.

Repairs
AIR CONDITIONING

Great service, fast install, 
best prices. LICENSE 

#CAC056858
Call 786-393-0479

CIRCULATION 
COORDINATOR

This position is responsible 
for the development, growth 
and renewal of all controlled 
circulation of The Miami 
Times. Must be a team play-
er, assertive and self-direct-
ed to work independently in 
the office and in the field. 
Must have a car. Excellent 
numerical and analytical 
skills are required. Lifting 
papers is required. Male 
or Female are welcome to 
apply for this position. Email 
resume and salary history 
to:

The Miami Times
Human Resources

hr@miamitimesonline.com

ROUTE DRIVERS
We are seeking drivers to 
deliver newspaper to retail 
outlets in Broward and 
Miami Dade.

Wednesday Only
You must be available 
between the hours of 6 

a.m. and 3 p.m. Must have 
reliable, insured vehicle and 

current Driver License.
Apply in person at:
The Miami Times

2525 NW 54th Street

UNIQUE CAR WASH
Hiring experienced car 
washer. Call Roosevelt

305-621-9387

GENE AND SONS, INC.
Custom-made cabinets for 
kitchens and bathrooms at 

affordable prices. 
14130 N.W. 22nd Avenue. 

Call 305-685-3565
GOD’S HELPER

Pressure cleaning, doors and 
lawn service. 305-801-5690

CATHRINE
Spiritual reader. I solved 
all problems in Life, Love, 
Marriage, Business, Success. 
Remove spells. One visit will 
change your life! 

786-569-8346

CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY

Sell It | Rent It | Find a Job | A Car 
A House | An Apartment
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EMPLOYMENT

RYAN SUPPE
USA Today 

More of the coun-
try’s highest paying 
jobs are in tech-
nology, and they 
all require special-
ized training – but 
not necessarily an 
advanced degree. 
In return, workers 
can expect a salary 
of $100,000 or be-
yond. 

Glassdoor, a jobs 
and recruiting web-
site, found that 13 of 
the 25 highest-pay-
ing jobs in America 
are in tech, up from 
11 in last year’s re-
port. Tech has the 
most jobs of any 
field in the top 25, 
while health care 
holds the spots for 
most richly paid. 

What are they? 
In tech, the high-
est-paying jobs in-
clude enterprise 
architect ($115,944 
median base sala-
ry), software devel-
opment manager 
($108,879) and soft-
ware engineering 
manager ($107,479).

Overall, physi-
cian jobs pay the 
most ($195,842 me-
dian base salary), 
pharmacy manager 
is second ($146,412) 
and pharmacist is 
third ($127,120 ).

The report is 
based on salary re-
ports from people 
who hold these po-
sitions shared on 
Glassdoor’s web-
site.

There are no 
CEOs, professional 
athletes or movie 
stars on the list be-
cause Glassdoor 
doesn’t include “C 
suite” or executive 
jobs with a “Chief” 
at the front of the 
title. And the com-
pany only includes 
positions with at 
least 100 reviews 
on its site.

“For many years 
tech roles have 
dominated this 
list,” says Amanda 

Stansell, an eco-
nomic research an-
alyst at Glassdoor. 
“This reinforces 
that employers are 
willing to pay top 
dollar for these po-
sitions.”

High demand for 
skilled tech work-
ers continues to 
outpace supply, 
Stansell said. 

Those jobs don’t 
only exist at major 
tech companies, 
as many tech roles 
have moved to oth-
er industries. In 
retail, for example, 
companies “need 
skilled tech work-
ers to research and 
analyze data to fur-
ther their business 
practices,” Stansell 
said. 

A different 
study from real 
commercial real es-
tate firm CBRE, re-
leased last month, 
found similar re-
sults. That report 
said cities like Los 
Angeles and Wash-
ington, D.C., have 
an influx of tech 
graduates but not 
enough jobs to 

keep them all there. 
Many of those tech 
graduates are relo-
cating to cities with 
a lower cost of liv-
ing in the American 
Midwest and Cana-
da. 

Skilled workers 
entering the work-
force now should 
look at their online 

network for peo-
ple doing the jobs 
that they want, says 
Stansell. That way, 
they’ll see the di-
verse paths to get 
there.

For a data scien-
tist in particular 
(number 25 on the 
list), there are many 
different ways to 

land a high-paying 
job, and it doesn’t 
always require an 
advanced degree.

“You can get 
many of these jobs 
by attending a cod-
ing boot camp or by 
learning different 
coding languages,” 
Stansell said. 

Other jobs, like 

a scrum master, or 
someone who man-
ages the process of 
how information is 
exchanged (num-
ber 20 on the list 
with $98,239), re-
quire several years 
of on-the-job expe-
rience. 

Stansell predicts 
the number of 
high-paying tech 
jobs will continue 
to grow as it has for 
the last few years. 

Eight job titles 
are new to the list 
this year, including 
strategy manager 
(No. 18, $101,754), 
cloud engineer 
(No. 23, $96,449) 
and data scientist 
(No. 25, $96,116).

Glassdoor also 
studied what job 
seekers are look-
ing for when re-
searching job ads. 
A survey found that 
salary and benefits 

are the most im-
portant factors for 
Americans when 
job searching, fol-
lowed by location, 
commute time and 
positive employee 
reviews. 

Once on the job, 
employees care 
most about “compa-
ny culture and val-
ues, career oppor-
tunities and trust in 
senior leadership,” 
Stansell said.

These jobs pay $100k—no degree required
Demand for the country’s highest paying careers outpaces candidates

Photo via Unsplash

Glassdoor, a jobs and recruiting website, found that 13 of the 25 highest-paying 
jobs in America are in tech.

CITY OF MIAMI, 
FLORIDA
NOTICE TO THE 
PUBLIC
A public hearing 
will be held by the 
City Commission 

CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ANY PERSON WHO RECEIVES COMPENSATION, REMUNERA-
TION OR EXPENSES FOR CONDUCTING LOBBYING ACTIVITIES 
IS REQUIRED TO REGISTER AS A LOBBYIST WITH THE CITY 
CLERK PRIOR TO ENGAGING IN LOBBYING ACTIVITIES BEFORE 
CITY STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES OR THE CITY COMMIS-
SION.  A COPY OF THE APPLICABLE ORDINANCE IS AVAILABLE IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK (MIAMI CITY HALL), LOCATED 
AT 3500 PAN AMERICAN DRIVE, MIAMI, FLORIDA, 33133.

AT THE SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA, TO BE HELD ON JUNE 14, 2018 AT 
9:00 A.M., IN ITS CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL, 3500 PAN AMERICAN 
DRIVE, THE MIAMI CITY COMMISSION WILL CONSIDER THE FOL-
LOWING ITEM RELATED TO THE REGULAR AGENDA:

A RESOLUTION OF THE MIAMI CITY COMMISSION, WITH ATTACH-
MENTS, ACCEPTING THE PLAT ENTITLED “NEOS SUBDIVISION”, 
A REPLAT IN THE CITY OF MIAMI, SUBJECT TO ALL OF THE CON-
DITIONS OF THE PLAT AND STREET COMMITTEE AND THE PRO-
VISIONS CONTAINED IN CITY CODE SECTION 55-8, AND ACCEPT-
ING THE DEDICATIONS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT, LOCATED ALONG 
THE SOUTH SIDE OF SW 23 STREET, BETWEEN SW 18 AVENUE 
AND SW 19 AVENUE, AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CITY 
MANAGER AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE SAID PLAT; AND PRO-
VIDING FOR THE RECORDATION OF SAID PLAT IN THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Copies of the proposed Resolution are available for review at the Public 
Works Department, Survey and Land Records Section of the Construc-
tion Division, located at 444 SW 2nd Avenue, 4th Floor, during regular 
working hours.  Phone 305-416-1232.

The Miami City Commission requests all interested parties be present 
or represented at   the meeting and may be heard with respect to any 
proposition before the City Commission in which the City Commission 
may take action.  Should any person desire to appeal any decision of 
the City Commission with respect to any matter to be considered at 
this meeting, that person shall ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made including all testimony and evidence upon which 
any appeal may be based (F.S. 286.0105).

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons 
needing special   accommodations to participate in this proceeding may 
contact the Office of the City Clerk at (305) 250-5361 (Voice) no later 
than five (5) business days prior to the proceeding.  TTY users may call 
via 711 (Florida Relay Service) no later than five (5) business days prior 
to the proceeding.
 
   
   Todd B. Hannon     
   City Clerk

#31274

61 Street and 24 Avenue
Two bedrooms, one bath, 

central air, washer/dryer hook 
up, $1500 mthly, Last and 

security. 786-423-0429

FOR SALE

****ATTENTION****
Now You Can own Your
Own Home Today With

Free Cash Grants
UP TO $65,000

Any and all buyers
305-892-8315

House of Homes Realty

Houses

CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY
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STORM MIRRORS STORMY LIFE, SPURS CHANGE; CAROLE BOSTON WEATHERFORD TELLS THE STORY BEHIND HYMN, ‘AMAZING GRACE’

leaves powerful 
civil rights legacy

AF

The Associated Press

Aretha Franklin, who was born and 
rose to fame during the segregation 
era and went on to sing at the inau-
guration of the first Black president, 
often used her talent, fortune and 
platform to inspire millions of Black 
Americans and support the fight for 
racial equality.

“She not only provided the 
soundtrack for the civil rights 
movement, Aretha’s music tran-
scended race, nationality and reli-
gion and helped people from all 
backgrounds to recognize what 
they had in common,” said 
longtime civil rights leader 
the Rev. Joseph E. Lowery.

Franklin, who died 
Thursday at 76, was 
a close confidante 
of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and 
a financial lifeline 
to the civil rights 
organization he 

co-founded, the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference.

The Queen of Soul’s commitment 
to civil rights was instilled by her 
father, the Rev. C.L. Franklin, who 
also knew King and preached social 
justice from his pulpit at New Beth-
el Baptist Church in Detroit.

The church, in fact, was the 
first place King gave his “I Have 
a Dream” speech in 1963. Among 
those in the congregation were 
Aretha Franklin and Mahalia Jack-
son. It was Jackson who later urged 
the civil rights leader to “tell them 
about the dream, Martin” at the 
March on Washington, where he 
delivered the oration for which he is 
most famous.

Franklin recorded “Respect” on 
Valentine’s Day 1967. Black Amer-
icans had won federal legislation 
outlawing segregation and protect-
ing their voting rights, particularly 
in the Deep South.

But Blacks were still a year away 
from the Fair Housing Act. And just 
months after the song was recorded, 
urban centers, including Frank-
lin’s hometown of Detroit, would 
burn, exposing police brutality and 
unequal living conditions and job 
opportunities.

FINANCIAL BACKER
“Her songs were songs of the 

movement,” Andrew Young, the 
former King lieutenant and U.N. 
ambassador, said Thursday. “R-E-S-
P-E-C-T. ... That’s basically what we 
wanted. The movement was about 
respect.”

The SCLC often struggled finan-
cially, but Franklin played a vital 
role in keeping the movement afloat.

“Almost every time we needed 
money, there were two people we 
could always count on: Aretha 
Franklin and Harry Belafonte,” 
Young said. “They would get to-
gether and have a concert, and that 
would put us back on our feet.”

FRANKLIN
ARETHA

STRONG FAITH
King and Franklin were like 

spiritual siblings, sharing a bond 
rooted in their Christian faith, 
Young said. King would often ask 
Franklin to sing his favorite songs, 
“Amazing Grace” or “Precious 
Lord, Take My Hand.” When King 
was assassinated in 1968, Franklin 
sang “Precious Lord” at his funeral 
in Atlanta.

Franklin’s “Amazing Grace” 
was also a comfort to the Rev. Al 
Sharpton when he was a boy. He 
recalled that his mother would 
play the song nonstop in their 
Brooklyn home after his father 
left.

As an adult and an activist, 
Sharpton became friends with the 
soul singer. He noted her unwaver-
ing faith, which she brought with 
her on stage to every performance.

“Whether it was the White 
House, Radio City Music Hall or 
the Apollo Theater, she always did 
gospel numbers,” Sharpton said. 
“She was unapologetically a hard-
core, faith-believing Baptist. At 
the height of her career, she cut a 
gospel album. Who does that? Her 
faith is what motivated her.”

COMMITTED TO 
SOCIAL JUSTICE

Long after the civil rights move-
ment ended, Franklin remained 
committed to social justice, 
helping Sharpton as he began his 
organization, the National Action 
Network, in New York. She would 
call Sharpton for updates on the 
emerging Black Lives Matter 
movement, asking about such cas-
es as those of Trayvon Martin and 
Eric Garner.

“She gave so much to so many 
people, from Dr. King, to Mande-
la, to Barack Obama,” said Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, a longtime friend 
who visited her the day before her 
death.

Her presence and influence 
were as valuable to the movement 
as her financial contributions, 
Sharpton said.

“To have someone like that that 
involved and interested ... was a 
statement,” he said. “It gave all the 
credibility in the world. Others 
had celebrity, but she had gravity 
and respect.”

Franklin recorded 

“Respect” on Valentine’s 

Day 1967. Black Americans 

had won federal legislation 

outlawing segregation and 

protecting their voting 

rights, particularly in the 

Deep South. But Blacks 

were still a year away from 

the Fair Housing Act. 

“

A history tour is even more 
meaningful when you don’t 

follow the map

On a civil 
rights trail
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Rituals launched its line of 
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Customers shopped and looked 
around the spacious department 
store curious to discover what was 
the cause of all the white balloons.

What they found in Macy’s Aven-
tura is a luxury bath and body booth 
for Rituals. 

“Rituals is a luxury cosmetic 
company from Europe,” said Ame-
lia Swygert, the brand’s wholesale 

coordinator. “We originated in Am-
sterdam in 2000 and our founder 
was trying to bring a little peace and 
tranquility into everyone’s daily rou-
tine.”

Rituals had its launch in Macy’s 
Aventura through a partnership the 
brand’s founder Raymond Clooster-
man made with the store a year ago.

Swygert found herself inform-
ing and engaging with customers 
to educate them about the line that 
includes different body scrubs and 

shower gels.
Customers became excited once 

they had learned that it was a possi-
bility they could win up to $25 in free 
products along with other offers.

“The whole idea is to help you 
slow down and enjoy the moment 
and transform your daily routine 
into meaningful rituals,” said Swy-
gert, “instead of just taking a shower; 
you really enjoy the experience.”

Customers were able to sample 
Rituals’ products.

Miami Times photos/ Kishanda Burns

A NEW BRAND 
FOR MACY’S

Rituals launched its line of bath and body products in store

KAREN HELLER
The Washington Post

Johnny Mathis, master of the 
velvet vibrato, exercises with a 
personal trainer at 5:30 in the 
blasted morning every weekday 
that he’s not on perpetual tour 
of America’s midsize cities and 
casinos.

“Everything counts when 
you’re onstage,” he says, 
perched on a stationary bike 
at a hotel gym. “The age thing 
crept into my life for the first 
time when I became 80 years 
old.”

Which was two years ago. 
Mathis’s self-discipline extends 
to a practice of limited talking 
in the days before a concert 
to maintain his lustrous tenor, 
“which is everything” — his 
livelihood, his identity.

His music became the 
soundtrack for people’s lives, 
for their loves and heart-
aches. And literal soundtracks: 
“Goodfellas,” “Silver Linings 
Playbook,” “Mad Men.” In 2017, 
he recorded an album cover-
ing contemporary hits (Adele, 
Bruno Mars, Josh Groban) with 
smooth-jazz trimmings: “John-
ny Mathis Sings the Great New 
American Songbook.” But his 
fans require the classics. His 
crystalline enunciation, ca-
ressing every note, never quite 
jelled with rock-and-roll.

Mathis sports an enviable 
halo of sable hair. He’s trim, fit, 
natty and a surprisingly com-
pact 5 foot 7. Little reveals his 
age except a slight shuffle (two 
titanium hips) and his 1950s 
songbook. At every concert, he 
performs “my holy grail” of hits 
— “Chances Are,” “The Twelfth 
of Never,” “Misty,” “It’s Not for 
Me to Say” — from the days 
when he held court on Ed Sul-
livan and headlined the Copa 
Room at the Las Vegas Sands.

“You have to take advantage 
of every opportunity,” Mathis 
says, flat on his back in socked 
feet while lifting 20-pound free 
weights. “New generations 
come along all the time who 
don’t know who you are. It 
gets very embarrassing. Go to 
the man behind the desk at the 
hotel. You go, ‘Mr. Mathis.’ And 
they say, ‘Who?’ ”

Here’s who: Columbia Re-
cords’ longest-running record-

ing artist. An album-selling 
juggernaut whose 1958 “John-
ny’s Greatest Hits” spent almost 
a decade nesting on Billboard’s 
chart.

A confidant of Nancy Reagan 
(“we talked about everything 
and everyone”), who nudged 
him to deal with his champagne 
habit at a rehab in Havre de 
Grace, Md. Collegiate high-
jump champion whose 6-foot-5 
1/2 record bested that of future 
NBA legend Bill Russell.

Winner of the Sinatra-vs.-
Mathis “best make-out singer” 
debate, as adjudicated in the 
1982 film “Diner.” The unlikely 
role model of high-camp maven 
John Waters, who once hailed 
him as “so unironic, yet per-
fect.”

Victim of Dr. Feelgood to the 
stars Max Jacobson, whose in-
famous amphetamine cocktail 
landed Mathis in the hospital 
and almost sidelined his ca-
reer. A singer’s singer: Barbra 
Streisand proclaimed, “There 
are a number of good singers, 
a smaller handful of truly great 
singers, and then there’s Johnny 
Mathis.”

A Black artist favored by pre-
dominantly white audiences. A 
gay man adored by female fans.

“Poised on the cusp of Black 
and white, masculine and fem-
inine,” Mathis’s finest songs 
“projected an image of ego-
less tenderness, an irresistible 
breath of sensuality,” critic Rob-
ert Christgau wrote.

Long before the terms “mul-
tiracial” and “gender-fluid” 
came into vogue, Mathis owned 
those spaces. He was a man in 
the vanguard but performing as 
a most traditional artist, with 
a catalogue of classics and a 
29-piece band.

The face, dimpled chin and 
all, matched the voice. “I fell 
in love with him immediately. 
He’s one of the most handsome 
men I’ve met,” says Deniece 
Williams, the R&B star who 
collaborated with Mathis in the 
’70s.

“I was cute,” Mathis concedes, 
resting in a lounge chair in his 
furnished penthouse rental. “I 
had curly hair. I was not hos-
tile. I was very agreeable. And 
I sang pretty songs. Most of the 
time, I sang them pretty good.”

SEE MATHIS 6C

Johnny 
is still wonderful

MATHIS

Miami Times Staff Report

Jitters, giggles and 
excitement filled the 
Seminole Theater in 
Homestead on Fri-
day evening, Aug. 10. 

Summer camp par-
ticipants from the SBC 
Community Develop-
ment Corp. Youth Zone 
took the stage for their 
culminating summer pro-
duction performance of 
“The Sounds of Motown.”

“The Sounds of Mo-
town” is a children's musi-
cal featuring student and 
professional actors chron-
icling the real story of 
Berry Gordy and Motown 
Records. It celebrates the 

SEE SBC 6C

Campers wow audience 
with ‘Sounds of Motown’
SBC Community Development Corp. Youth Zone displays talent

Photos courtesy of Mary Williams-Ervin

Campers at the SBC Community Development Corp. Youth Zone portrayed some of the best Mo-
town acts in their end-of-summer production, “Sounds of Motown.”
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Last week, the world 
learned of the death of 
Aretha Franklin, lis-
tened to her music on 
radio stations, saw many 
tributes and video clips 
of her performances and, 
perhaps, read the many 
articles published about 
her in newspapers. 

On Aug. 16, The New 
York Times published an 
article with the headline; 
“Aretha Franklin’s 20 
Essential Songs.”  Brian 
McCollum, of the De-
troit Free Press wrote an 
article with the headline: 
“Aretha Franklin: The 
10 defining songs from 
her 60-year career.”

My classmate and 
friend Langston McKin-
ney called me soon after 
reading these articles and 
said, “They didn’t have 
‘Sweet Bitter Love’ on ei-
ther list.” He reminded 
me that during most of 
our class reunions and 
class get togethers, we al-
ways talk about the music, 
play the old school music, 
dance if we can to this 
music, and what comes 
to mind is radio station 
WMBM in the 60s. If you 
are of a certain vintage, 
you probably remember 
the old station located on 
Third Avenue with a large 
picture window where 
you could watch the disc 
jockeys. Langston said 
that Butterball would 
close his show with the 
playing of “Sweet Bitter 
Love,” sung by Aretha. 
WMBM still exists, serv-
ing the community with 
a different genre of music 
and news.  The station has 

been around for 
decades through 
many changes 
during our chang-
ing times. 

Speaking of 
memories, this ad 
from the pages of 
The Miami Times 
newspaper dated 
Oct. 5, 1963 is a wonderful 
bit of Black history. Jacob 
Katel wrote: 

“WMBM was called 
the community station. 
Miami radio in 1963 was 
a major force in nation-
al playlists for R&B, pop, 
and dance music not only 
in the U.S., but the Carib-
bean as well. Flowing on 
the strength of the trade 
winds, even a tiny AM 
station like WMBM could 
be picked up as far away 
as the Bahamas, Cuba, 
and Jamaica, where lis-
teners hungry for the 
newest American hits 
would go out of their way 
to position antennas in 
just such a way as to hear 
these crucial tunes and 
entertaining DJ’s, even if 
they had to wade through 
some static to do so. Guys 
like Milton “Butterball” 
Smith and Terry John-
son became stars in Mi-
ami, but also the island 
nations where their influ-
ence helped shape new 
genres like Ska, and gave 
salsa orchestras the latest 
jazz chops to study and 
integrate into their sound. 
China Valles, who was a 
buddy with Duke Elling-
ton, was the jazz man. 
Rev. Ira McCall preached 
and played gospel. Frank 
Martin handled news. 

Louise Griffin was 
a community spe-
cialist. Sam Gyson 
loved conducting 
interviews. Terry 
Johnson was into 
R&B, and so was the 
famous Butterball.” 

Monday was the 
first day of the 

2018-19 school year in Mi-
ami-Dade County and the 
first day of school always 
brings back some histor-
ical memories of  earlier 
school and college days. 
Despite Jim Crow and 
the deeply rooted tenta-
cles of segregation, we 
were fortunate to have 
high schools for Blacks in 
our community. It brought 
to mind stories told by 
friends who did not grow 
up and attend school in 
Miami. The late Dr. Sam-
uel Allen Counter, a 
college classmate would 
remind us Miamians of 
how very blessed we were 
to have these schools. He 
grew up in Palm Beach 
County and attended Roo-
sevelt High, the second 
high school for Blacks in 
West Palm Beach. The 
first was Industrial High. 
Roosevelt High graduated 
its first class in 1951. Black 
children rode buses from 
Jupiter, Riviera Beach and 
other communities down 
to Roosevelt. Those of 
us from Miami would be 
teased and called “big 
city” students because 
of vibrant communities 
like Overtown where we 
could shop, have enter-
tainment and hotels. 

Our historically Black 
schools had intramural 

sports programs and there 
were rivalries among 
these schools. In Mon-
roe County, Frederick 
Douglass High School 
was where Black stu-
dents attended until 1965 
when schools in Monroe 
County were desegregat-
ed. Key West was a mag-
net for many Bahamians 
seeking to immigrate to 
the United States in the 
late 19th Century. During 
the war, many more 
Blacks came to Key West 
for jobs at the Naval Air 
Station. Students had to 
travel to communities in 
Dade County and beyond 
to participate in sports 
activities. We made a way 
out of no way. 

So perhaps on Monday, 
some of you thought of 
former teachers, adminis-
trators and students from 
your past who are a part 
of your historical memo-
ries and the schools that 
existed in our Black com-
munities. Black schools 
produced and made 
contributions through 
the graduates of these 
schools to Black commu-
nities across the nation. 

As I close, I want to re-
iterate that I write news 
about all of the sororities 
and the work they do in 
the community. Members 
contact me and share. I 
welcome these tidbits 
so I can share them. The 
Miami Times is a Black 
newspaper, and if we 
don’t share these stories, 
who will? 

When I speak of soror-
ities, I often think of the 
meaning of the word so-

ror, which comes from 
the Greek word for sister. 
As we grow on our jour-
ney, no matter the para-
phernalia we wear with 
our Greek colors, beyond 
all else, we are all sisters 
in our Blackness. AMEN.

So I share this poem 
written by local author 
Virla Barry, a native Flor-
idan born in West Palm 
Beach who grew up in 
Key West. The poem is 
a part of the collection 
of her poetry soon to be 
published entitled “In the 
Mood for a Poem.”

SISTERS OF COLOR
Earth tone, ivy green 

comes on the scene. 
No borders  these sisters 

know.
Across the pond or great 

oceans they go,
Making changes in the 

status quo.
These sisters like their 

red, perhaps rose hues
Crimson, heart deep 

made.
They step up, they step in 
Ready, expecting and 

anticipating the manifesto.
These sisters don the 

blue,
Royal mystical that says 

authority.
They hear the call
And answer one and all.
Sisters in bands of gold
Silently strong, they 

guard the domain

See the need, wait not to 
bleed

move forward together 
hand in hand.

A sisterhood of green, 
blue, gold and red

Wearers of every hue at 
will.

Deal breakers, pow-
er makers, always on the 
brink

They are powerful, pio-
neers, sister of links.

A chain of sisters mag-
nificent

Melting together every 
shade of sisterdom.

Each link connected to 
another

Calls its sisterhood Link-
dom

Across the spectrum of 
colors

Sisters of many hues are 
bonded,

They analyze humani-
ty’s condition

Then Step up, Speak up  
and step in for humankind.

 I also share a picture 
of  Rose Lynn Hall who 
was recently selected to 
be a member of the Peace 
Corps. Rose is quite a re-
markable young woman. 
Her picture wasn’t in-
cluded in a recent article.

Cherish our right to 
vote and exercises it. We 
stand on the shoulders 
of all who fought for our 
right to vote. Changing 
times call for much dili-
gence and vigilance at the 
polls. 

And so it is, with grati-
tude to all  of  you readers 
as you Live, Pray, Love, 
Dance, Sing and Laugh in 
our whirl. Cherish all of  
your stories to share, tell 
them, talk about the good 
ole days. Talk about the 
not so good and bad ‘ole 
days. Talk about the days. 
We make history each 
day. Today will be history 
tomorrow and hopeful-
ly you’ll remember before 
you forget. Blessings. 

VENNDA-REI GIBSON | VENNDAL43@GMAIL.COM
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RON STODGHILL
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While awaiting the arrival of the all-
Black cast of her original production 
“Tulsa ’21: Black Wall Street” for a fi-
nal rehearsal, Brooke Watkins waxed 
nostalgic about Tulsa’s promise at the 
turn of the century, inviting me to step 
back in time and imagine the gentrified 
neighborhood that now surrounds us on 
the morning of June 1, 1921. Back then, 
Greenwood, which the famous Black 
scholar Booker T. Washington renamed 
the Negro Wall Street, was booming 
with more than 600 Black-owned en-
terprises, including hotels, theaters and 
restaurants.

“And then, on that hill, around sun-
rise,” Watkins said, her finger tracing a 
horizontal line in the air, “men gathered 
with machine guns and they started kill-
ing people from up there. White wom-
en and children gathered up there and 
took pictures, like a spectacle.” The kill-
ing spree, one of the bloodiest episodes 
of racial violence in American history, 
ended with, according to various histor-
ical accounts, as many as 300 Black Tul-
sans dead and Greenwood, the wealth-
iest Black community in the country, 
reduced to rubble.

Admittedly, investigating a nearly 
100-year-old mass murder was a detour 
from my intended journey.

Earlier, I had set out on a nicely 
scripted jaunt to several sites listed on 
the United States Civil Rights Trail, a 
driving tour recently coordinated by 
state tourism agencies. The tour wends 
its way across 15 states and a succes-
sion of churches, courthouses, schools, 
museums and other landmarks where 
activists challenged segregation in the 
1950s and 1960s, largely in the South. 
Initially, if the idea of landmark-hop-
ping through a couple of states seemed 
an efficient way to gain insight into ma-
jor events of the civil rights era. Ulti-
mately, I designed and followed a kind 
of hybrid trail, cobbling together sites 
designated by the tourism departments 
with decidedly middle-America places 
whose histories I believed were either 
too important or intriguing to pass by.

To be sure, it’s only natural that a civ-
il rights tour would find its heart in the 
South, in the epic and well-chronicled 
battles for equal access to public edu-
cation, public transportation and voting 
rights. In Greensboro, N.C., you can vis-
it the Woolworth’s lunch counter where 
Black college students staged sit-ins; in 
Selma, Ala., walk the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, where a bloody march led Con-
gress to pass the 1965 Voting Rights Act; 
or in Memphis, visit the church where 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave 
his famous “I’ve Been to the Mountain-
top” speech, and the Lorraine Motel, the 
site of his assassination, now expanded 
into the popular National Civil Rights 
Museum.

In a sense, my United States Civil 
Rights tour became a convenient excuse 
for me to explore Black history in the 
heartland. Indeed, Missouri and Kansas 
lay claim to at least two landmark civil 
rights cases — Dred Scott v. Sandford, 
in St. Louis, and Brown v. the Topeka, 
Kan., Board of Education.

For my travels, I plotted a simple 
route: I would drive counterclockwise 
from central Missouri into Kansas, and 
then head into Oklahoma, and lastly 
north into the southwest corner of Mis-
souri.

Starting in the early 1700s, Missou-
ri began trading slaves to work in an 

economy fueled by farms rather than the 
large cotton or rice plantations in the 
South. In general, most Missouri masters 
held only one or two slaves, according to 
historical records. 

My first stop, Independence, Mo., 
home of the Harry S. Truman Presiden-
tial Library and Museum, quickly proved 
me a wayward trailer. Less drawn to 
Truman’s 1948 signing an executive or-
der to desegregate the armed forces, I 
found myself bypassing the museum, a 
major attraction on the trail, to explore 
an unlikely pre-Civil War alliance: Wil-
liam Quantrill, the notoriously savage 

Confederate guerrilla leader, and John 
Noland, a free slave who served as his 
primary scout and spy. Historians spec-
ulate that Noland teamed up with Quan-
trill’s raiders as a kind of revenge against 
Jayhawkers — often-violent gangs of 
abolitionist Kansans — who had abused 
Noland’s family.

John Noland, one might conclude, died 
on the wrong side of history. Far more 
inspiring is the story of Hiram Young, a 
freed slave who became a wealthy man-
ufacturer of freight wagons in Indepen-
dence in the mid-1800s.

 Kansas City, a trail suggestion for 

A mural across the street from Monroe Elementary 
School in Topeka, Kan., painted by the community.

Photos: Robert Rausch for The New York Times

A HISTORY TOUR IS EVEN MORE MEANINGFUL 
WHEN YOU DON’T FOLLOW THE MAP

On a civil 
rights trail

those visiting Independence, tells a 
familiar history of urban riots follow-
ing King’s 1968 assassination, when 
citizens were gunned down by police, 
local businesses burned and National 
Guard troops swept in. Stafford and I 
talked about the city’s history of racial 
unrest as we hung out around 18th and 
Vine, the renowned mecca of Black 
politics and entertainment in the city. 

As we strolled the neighborhood, 
past a colorful mural of the found-
ers of the Kansas City-born Negro 
Leagues — the Black baseball teams 
that played between the 1920s and 
1950s — I took note of the rich history 
packed into a few city blocks, pausing 
at The Call building, headquarters of 
the famous Black newspaper founded 
in 1919 and still operating. Its news-
room was home to one of my heroes, 
Lucile Bluford, who worked as a re-
porter and editor covering civil rights 
issues.

The United States Civil Rights Trail 
is heavy with tales of Blacks strug-
gling to gain access to an adequate 
education, but the theme crescendos 
in Topeka, Kan., a designated trail 
site, where Oliver Brown, the father 
of a Black schoolgirl, challenged the 
nation’s “separate but equal” doctrine 
and changed the course of history.

SEE TRAIL 6C

Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Missouri, where John 
Noland and Hiram Young 
are buried.
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EVENTS
n The Miami Arts and En-

tertainment Council (MAEC) 
Seventh Annual Paint Me 

Miami competition at 7 – 9 
p.m. on Nov. 2, 8690 Biscayne 
Blvd #2. All talented artists, 
art students, up-and-coming 
artists and art aficionados are 
invited. The event is free. For 
more information, please vis-
it the MAEC website at www.
miamigov.com/arts/ or email 
Miriam Flores, MiFlores@mi-
amigov.com.

n Cardenas Marketing 
Network (CMN) Sports 

An international soccer 
friendly event; Colombia and 
Venezuela; Sept. 7; Hard Rock 
Stadium, 347 Don Shula Dr. 
For more information and to 
purchase tickets, please visit 

www.hardrockstadium.com. 

n Greater Miami Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau 
(GMCVB) 

Annual Partner Expo and 
Luncheon at 10 a.m. – 1:30 
p.m. on Aug. 23; Jungle Is-
land, 1111 Parrot Jungle Trail. 
To register, please visit http://
miamifl.simpleviewcrm.com/
webapi/rsvp/v2/?action=reg-
istrationForm&eventid=799&-
sessionuuid

n National Baptist Con-
vention Health Bus Tour

1 – 6 p.m. on Sept. 16; 1899 
NW 64th St. For more informa-
tion, please contact Ms. Bry-
ant at 305-301-6010 or email 
at sg2back@aol.com.

SCHOOL MEETINGS:

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1968

2 p.m. every fourth Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-218-6171 

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1973 

4 p.m. every third Sunday; 
location TBA; Info: Call 786-
877-1176 or email msoguns@
aol.com 

 
n Miami Carol City Class 

of 1968
4 p.m. every fourth Sunday 

to plan 50th reunion on Sept. 
14-16; location TBA; Info: Call 
305-494-6265 

n George Washington 
Carver High School Class of 
1966

Noon every second Satur-
day; 1234 NW 79th St.; Info: 
Call 305-300-7630 

n Northwestern Class of 
1962

3 p.m. every second Satur-
day, African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-681-3330

n Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1967 

4 – 6 p.m. every third Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 

Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-333-7128

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1961

Noon every second Tues-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-696-
1154

n Miami Jackson Class of 
1971 

2:30 p.m. every first Satur-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-285-
2533

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1959

10:30 a.m. every third Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 786-897-2646 

n Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1959

11 a.m. Aug. 7th at Jackson 
Restaurant on 10th St and 3rd 
Ave in Overtown.

For more information, call 
305-989-0994.

 
ASSOCIATION/CHAPTER 

MEETINGS:
n The Citizen Advisory 

Committee 
7 p.m. every second Thurs-

day to discuss general com-
munity issues; Northside Po-

lice Station; 799 NW 81st St.; 
Info: Call 786-512-3641

n Women on the Move, 
Inc. 

Every fourth Saturday for 
women 55 and older who are 
interested in traveling and net-
working; Location and time: 
TBA; Info: Call 305-934-5122

n The Miami Central High 
Alumni Association 

7 p.m. every second and 
fourth Wednesday; Miami 
Central Senior High School li-
brary, 1781 NW 95th St.; Info: 
Call 305-370-4825

n The George Washington 
Carver Alumni Association

12:30 p.m. every third 
Wednesday; Community Cen-
ter in Coconut Grove, 220 
Florida Ave. (near US1); Info: 
Call 954-248-6946 

n The Miami-Dade Chap-
ter of Bethune-Cookman 
University 

6:30 p.m. every second 
Thursday; Omega Center, 
15600 NW 42nd Ave.

n Tennessee State Alum-
ni Association/ Miami-Dade 
Chapter 

9 a.m. every third Saturday; 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 

Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-336-4287 

n The Morris Brown Col-
lege Miami-Dade/Broward 
Alumni Association 

9:30 a.m. every third Sat-
urday; North Shore Medical 
Center, 100 NW 95th St., 
Room C; Info: Call 786-356-
4412

n Top Ladies of Distinc-
tion, Inc. 

10 a.m. every second Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-439-5426.

CLASSES:
n Women in Transition of 

South Florida 
Class: Free computer les-

sons for women; time, date 
and location TBA; Info: Call 
786-477-8548 

n Inner City Children's 
Touring Dance 

Class: Free introductory 
classical ballet workshops for 
girls ages 6-8 and 9-12; Time 
and date TBA; 1350 N.W. 50th 
Street; Info: Call 305-758-1577 
or visit www.childrendance.net 
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In church, you sing a lot 
of songs.

Some are just for Sunday 
School, and you clap when 
you sing them. Others make 
you dance right in your 
seat. And some songs you 
sing in church are very old 
and have a quiet, hidden 
meaning. In “How Sweet 

the Sound” by Carole Bos-
ton Weatherford, illustrated 
by Frank Morrison, you’ll 
learn about one song that 
feels a lot like a prayer.

John Newton was not a 
very nice man.

He was a brawling sailor, 
wand that was why he was 
so mean: he had to be tough, 
and that meant fighting and 
swearing and hurting peo-
ple. He’d been doing it for 

years, and he didn’t have 
plans to stop. Toughness 
was in his blood.

But then, one night, there 
was a storm, and John was 
at the wheel of the ship as 
she tossed back and forth 
on the waves. The rest of 
the crew was frightened 
and, truthfully, so was John. 
He began to think about all 
the things he’d done in his 
life. He remembered how 
much he loved his mother, 
and he recalled when she 
died.

Was that when John be-

came a not-so-nice guy?  
Was that when he started 
“picking fights” and argu-
ing?

No, John was still nice 
then. He met Mary, the 
woman he loved, and they 
had plans for the future un-
til the Navy nabbed John 
and forced him to enlist.

Ah, there’s where John 
became a cruel bully. It 
happened aboard a ship, 
where he worked hauling 
humans over the ocean to 
bring them to slavery. Oh, 
John suddenly understood 
– and he began     to pray.

He prayed when he bailed 
water. He prayed as he 
plugged the leaks. He talk-

ed to God while he was at 
the helm of the ship. He 
prayed and prayed until the 
sun peeked over the hori-
zon on wet but peaceful 
sails. He prayed because 
the crew still wasn’t out of 
danger, and he kept praying 
until the ship reached land.

God spared John’s life 
and, in gratitude, John be-
came a preacher and spoke 
out against slave ships. 
Then he wrote a song that 
people of many faiths have 
leaned on in times of trou-
ble.

Storm mirrors stormy life, spurs change
Carole Boston Weatherford tells the 
story behind hymn, ‘Amazing Grace’

BOOK REVIEW
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MATHIS
CONTINUED FROM 2C

Yet, he says, “fans were 
often surprised to discover 
I was Black,” even though 
his face graced every al-
bum cover. White admir-
ers perceived him as one of 
them. Mathis knew his past 

was more complicated than 
Black and white, as was his 
place in popular culture. 
His maternal grandmother 
was part Choctaw, and he 
suspects that his grandfa-
ther, whom his mother never 
knew, was white.

At his concerts, Mathis 
is typically one of the few 
Black people in the theater. 
“My crowds have long been 
90 percent white. It’s all 
about the perception of the 
music,” he says. “There must 
be a thousand reasons, but 
none of them are valid.”

Mathis maintains that ra-
cial bias never affected him 
growing up in the 1940s and 
’50s — not until he toured 
the South, but again, he shies 

from the details. Although he 
helped raise money for the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
1963 March on Washington, 
Mathis never felt comfort-
able putting himself out there 
or making a ruckus.

“I’m not one for being told 
what to do,” he says. “I’ll find 
a way of helping. I had to 
dodge people who wanted 
me to do something I wasn’t 

ready for.”
He’s been guided by disci-

pline and restraint, both in 
his private life and career. 
Some critics have argued that 
Mathis’s affability and mod-
esty — his deference to pro-
ducers, his self-perception as 
a voice but not a musician — 
held back his artistry.

“Mathis had the greatest 
voice of his generation — one 
that was far better, techni-
cally, than Frank Sinatra’s or 
Tony Bennett’s or even Nat 
‘King’ Cole’s,” Jesse Green 
wrote in the New Yorker in 
2000. “And yet this did not 
mean that he was the great-
est singer. He was too reces-
sive for that, too hidden be-
hind his amazing technique.”

Brian Calvert/Associated Press

Mathis is surrounded by fans as he arrives in London 
for a tour in 1961.

Photos: Robert Rausch for The New York Times

TRAIL
CONTINUED FROM 4C

The most natural next step in 
my journey, I suppose, would 
have been to visit Little Rock, 
Ark., where nine Black students, 
known as the Little Rock Nine, 
enrolled at Central High School 
under National Guard protection, 
in a momentous test of Brown v. 
Board.

Some two hours north, off a two-
lane gravel road in Diamond, Mo. 
— and off the designated trail — I 
encountered a far more prominent 
Black success story at the George 
Washington Carver National 
Monument. Carver, born around 
1865 into slavery, rose to become 
one of the world’s most renowned 
chemists, his inventions, agri-
cultural research and teaching 
praised around the world. 

Off the trail, with the sun fading 
— and a year-old NAACP travel 
advisory warning Black drivers 
about the risks of driving through 
Missouri still in effect — I headed 
home exhausted, Taney’s words 
echoing across darkening high-
ways and the nation’s “original 
sin” lurking always close in my 
rear view.

 The George Washington 
Carver National Monument 
in Diamond, Mo.

SBC
CONTINUED FROM 2C

music that inspired a gener-
ation, defined an era and re-
shaped the music industry.

The youth-filled production 
depicted all of Motown’s big 
artist groups such as the Jack-
son 5, the Supremes and the 
Temptations.

“I wanted to play the part 
of Tammi Terrell because I 
felt like I could connect with 
her role. I used to listen to 
the song ‘Ain't No Mountain 
High Enough’ all the time, 
and I did not know it was 
her,” said Na’yilah Anderson 
who did portray songstress, 
Tammi Terrell.  “I loved it. It 
made me realize that the mu-
sic from that era is better than 
the music now!”

Christopher Robins por-
trayed Stevie Wonder, and ac-
knowledged the artist’s talent. 

“[He] is an amazing, talent-
ed performer, and by portray-
ing his role I was able to iden-
tify with being blind and to 
realize that it takes a gift that 
only God could give for him to 
be successful,” said Christo-
pher.  “I think the production 

was by far one of the best SBC 
CDC shows I’ve ever partici-
pated in. It really made people 
believe that even the younger 
generation can appreciate the 
older generation’s music and 
talent.”

Earlier in the day at the 
Seminole Theater, the SBC 
Youth Zone students hosted 
a private show for I am Dif-
ferent Inc., Camp Seminole, 
Homestead YMCA, Youth 
Impact, J&A Residences and 
the Children’s Learning Cen-
ter. Professional actor Joe 
Louis Sumpter narrated the 
production. 

“Believing in the vision set 
forth by the SBC staff of em-
powering and inspiring the 
youth to do something pos-
itive and entertaining in the 
community,  I thought that it 
was evident that team-build-
ing was essential in making 
this project work. From the 
staff to the choreography with 
each group performing, it was 
amazing to see children come 
together and work as a team.”

Devonte “T.P.” Miller was 
the musical director for “The 
Sounds of Motown.” Mill-
er summed up the night by 
saying: “The production was 
amazing!” 

Photo courtesy of Mary Williams-Ervin

Campers at the SBC Community Development Corp. Youth Zone portrayed some 
of the best Motown acts in their end-of-summer production, “Sounds of Motown.”

 

The statue 
of Dred and 
Harriet Scott 
at the Old 
Courthouse in 
St. Louis.

““I wanted to play the 
part of Tammi Terrell 
because I felt like I 

could connect with her 
role. I used to listen 
to the song ‘Ain't No 

Mountain High Enough’ 
all the time, and I did 
not know it was her."

Na’yilah Anderson
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GOLD
JANIAH ADAMS
Miami Times Contributor

At the Bruce W. Carter Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center are a group of former service 
people who have proven to be cham-
pions. In their late 60s into their 70s, 
aren’t afraid to run a mile or throw 
a horseshoe. In fact, they train for 
months throughout the year to qual-
ify themselves for the National Vet-
erans Golden Age Games. But the 
training these vets receive physical-
ly carries out into other aspects of 
their lives.

“It’s a senior adaptive rehabilita-
tion program and it’s designed to 
improve the quality of life for old-
er veterans. So, we’re basically pro-
moting a healthier leisure lifestyle 
and overall health for seniors,” said 
Zuleika Smith, a recreation therapist 
at the Bruce W. Carter VA Medical 
Center in Miami. She’s also one of 
the two coaches who help the vet-
erans to train throughout the year.

The national games are held every 
two years. The team of 14 veterans 
recently returned from Albuquer-
que, New Mexico, where the games 

SEE VETS 8D

 VETERANS COMPETE IN NATIONAL COMPETITION THAT 
WINS MEDALS AND BETTER WELL-BEING

Going for

It’s a senior adaptive re-
habilitation program and 
it’s designed to improve 

the quality of life for older 
veterans. So, we’re basi-

cally promoting a healthier 
leisure lifestyle and overall 

health for seniors."

Zuleika Smith

“

Fathers 
form circle 
of support
Gun violence subject of town 
hall during men's conference

Miami Times Staff Report

The circle of fathers spread over two counties this 
past weekend. Tracy Martin, father of the late Tray-
von Martin, started a gathering of men five years and 
dubbed it the Circle of Fathers Weekend Conference. 
This year, the men focused on the theme, “Bearing the 
Burden, Carrying the Load.”

The conference, hosted by the Trayvon Martin 
Foundation, kicked off with a mixer at NoMi Bar & 
Grill, 738 NE 125th St, North Miami.

Rod ”Shooter” Gates, star of VH1’s “Love and Hip 
Hop Atlanta” was a special guest at the conference. In 
2017, Gates’ eldest son, Rod Jr., 20, was shot and killed 
outside of an apartment complex in Morrow, Georgia. 
Since then, Gates has become an advocate of stricter 
gun laws and hosted an anti-gun rally 
to honor his late son. 

A free town hall at the Mira-
mar Civic Center focus on 
the effects of gun violence 
and its impact on the 
community. The panelists 
include: Tracy Martin, 
Miramar Mayor Wayne 
Messam, Gates, Santonio 
“Blaze” Carter, father 
of slain King Carter; 
Jason Jenkins, Miami 

Dolphins Foundation; and a representative from the 
Miramar Police Department.. 

The weekend included a gala Saturday at the Em-
bassy Suites Fort Lauderdale Beach, which highlighted 
the accomplishments of Dr. Rudolph Moise, Johnny 
Fannin, Lee “Freezy” Prince, Bryce Graham, Dr. James-
on Mercier, James “James T” Thomas and Darren 
Whitaker. 

The Trayvon Martin Foundation was created in hon-
or of Trayvon Martin, who died Feb. 26, 2012, due to 
gun violence. Since then, Tracy Martin has continued 
to serve as a role model to fathers and youths.

“There is nothing we can do to bring back Trayvon, 
but, if there is something we can do to help other fam-
ilies from going through this, then we’re here,” said 
Tracy Martin. 

Pictured here are 
some of the veter-
ans who participat-
ed in the National 
Veterans Golden 
Age Games.

Veterans from the Bruce W. Carter VA 
Medical Center won medals in bowling.

Photos courtesy of Zuleika Smith Tracy Martin, father 
of the late Trayvon 
Martin

Miramar Mayor Wayne Messam, Santonio “Blaze” 
Carter, Rod “Shooter” Gates and Jason Jenkins

“Rest in Power: The Enduring Life of Trayvon 
Martin”

Photos courtesy pf Gregory Reed
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CATHOLIC
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Rev. Alexander Ekechukwu, CSSp
1301 NW 71 Street • 305-691-1701 

BAPTIST
New Philadelphia Baptist Church

Pastor Rickie K. Robinson Sr.
1113 NW 79th Street • 305-505-0400

Greater Harvest Baptist Church
Rev. Kenneth McGee

2310 NW 58th Street • 786-717-5818

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
New Christ Tabernacle Church

Rev. Harold Harsh
1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Walking in Christ M.B. Church
Rev. Larry Robbins, Sr.

3530 NW 214th Street • 305-430-0443

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church

Elder William Walker
5895 NW 23rd Avenue • 305-635-3866

New Christ Tabernacle M.B. Church
Rev. Harold Marsh

1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Valley Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Elder Johnnie Robinson

1395 NW 69th Street • 305-835-8316

New Mount Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Bernard E. Lang, Pastor/Teacher
7103 NW 22 Avenue • 954-433-2028

Second Canaan  
Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Jeffrey L. Mack, Pastor

4343 NW 17 Avenue 305-638-1789

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Van Gaskins, Jr., Pastor/Teacher
7510 NW 15th Avenue • 305-418-0012

True Faith Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John M. Fair

1890 NW 47th Terrace • 786-262-6841

The Kingdom Agenda Worship Center
Prophetess Felicia Hamilton-Parramore

630 Sharar Avenue • 954-707-3274

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church

Rev. Michael H. Clark, Jr., Senior Pastor
1778 NW 69th Street • 305-696-4201 

New Resurrection Community Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony A. Tate

2167 NW 64th Street • 305-342-7426 

PENTECOSTAL
New Faith Deliverance Center COGIC

Pastor Dr. Willie Gaines
3257 NW 7th Avenue Circle • 305-335-4389

New Life Christian Center
Rev. Bruce Payne

5726 Washington Street • 786-536-9039 

MORAVIAN CHURCH
New Hope Moravian Church

Pastor Gregorio Moody
6001 SW 127th Avenue • 305-273-4047

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ at Coconut Grove

Minister William D. Maddox
3345 Douglas Road • 305-448-0504

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Revival Tabernacle Assembly of God 

Pastor Leonard Shaw
2085 NW 97th Street • 305-693-1356

NON DENOMINATION
Lively Stone Church of Miami

Pastor David Doriscar
8025 NW Miami Court 754-400-0899

CHURCH Listings

Call 305.694.6210 to place 
your Church Listing

n The Universal Truth 
Center for Better Living

 A metaphysical new thought 
church for thinkers is inviting 
the community for a fun and 
free musical entertainment 
on Aug. 24. There will also be 
spoken word and performers 
that will showcase their 
rapping and singing skills. For 
more information, please call 
305-624-1991.

n Greater New Bethel 
Missionary Baptist Church 
of Liberty City

Come and join Greater New 

Bethel Missionary Baptist 
Church as they honor Brother 
Vane Eubanks with a musical 
appreciation at 6:30 p.m. on 
Aug. 25 at 15311 NW 29th Ct. 
For more information, please 
contact Vane Eubanks Jr. at 
786-539-9530.

n Bethany Seventh Day 
Adventist Church

Bereavement sharing 
groups; 3-4 p.m. every 
second Sunday; Fall Into 
Fitness Five-week Challenge: 
Starts 9 a.m. now until Sep. 
16. For more in details call 

305-634-2993

n St. John Community 
Development Corporation

Will host its 18th annual 
‘Things Are Cooking in 
Overtown’ fundraising Gala at 
6:30 p.m. on Aug. 24 at Jungle 
Island. For more information, 
please call 305-372-0682 
for more information or to 
purchase tickets or visit 
stjohncdc.org. You can also 
email Susan Kelly at Skelly@
stjohncdc.org.

n The Kingdom Agenda 

Ministries Inc.
Free counseling, tutoring, 

health screenings and 
messages of services are 
being offered by Senior Pastor 
Felicia Hamilton-Parramore; 
Call 954-707-3274 for more 
details.

n Gathering All Parents 
to Prayer

Prayer for youth; noon 
every third Saturday; 835 NW 
119th St.; Call Apostle Thelma 
Knowles at 305-332-1736 for 
more details.

n Greater New Bethel 
Baptist Church

Provides behavioral health, 
intervention and treatment 
services for Black men at risk 
for HIV or substance abuse 
disorders. Call 305-627-0396 
for more details.

n Sistah to Sistah 
Connection

Women’s empowerment 

meeting; 10 a.m. – noon every 
second and fourth Saturday; 
Parkway Professional 
Building in Miramar. Call 
954-260-9348 for more 
details.

n The Elks Historical 
Business and Conference 
Center

Gospel Kickback with 
entertainment and fine 
dining; noon - 6 p.m. every 
Sunday. Call 305-224-1890 
for more details.

n Metropolitan AME 
Church

Food and clothing 
giveaway every second 
Saturday. Call 786-277-4150 
for more details.

n Zion Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church

Food and clothing 
distribution; 4 p.m. every 
Wednesday. Call 786-541-
3687 for more details.

n First Haitian Church of 
God

Food drive; 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
every Saturday. Call 786-362-
1804 for more details.

n New Day N Christ 
Deliverance Ministry

Free mind, body and soul 
self-improvement and Zumba 
fitness classes. Call 305-691-
0018 for more details.

n Florida Independent 
Restoration Ministries

Prayer for families dealing 
with drugs and alcohol. Call 
800-208-2924 ext. 102 or

prayer line, ext. 104.

n MEC Ministries
Provides healing services; 

7:30 p.m. every fourth Friday. 
Call 305-693-1534 for more 
details.

The deadline for the Faith 
Calendar is on or before 2 
p.m. Mondays.
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VETS
CONTINUED FROM 7D

were held earlier this month. 
Their fourth time compet-
ing, this year, the team won 
four gold medals, four silver 
medals, five bronze medals, 
a fourth and a fifth-place rib-
bon.

 The basic qualifications for 
the national games is that the 
veterans have to be registered 
at a veterans affairs medical 
center, have to be turning 55 
by the end of the year of the 
competition, and they must 
get medical clearance from 
their primary physician.

The games have many ath-
letic events, including bowl-
ing, basketball, air rifle, table 
tennis, swimming, golf and 
track and field.

“We’ve been fortunate to 
receive different donations 
of equipment, [and] monies 
from some organizations in 
the past, so we’ve been able to 
purchase some equipment,” 
Smith said. “We’ve formed 
some community partner-
ships with different places in 
the community to use their 
facilities in order to train.”

During their months of 
training, the two coaches cre-
ate a schedule for the differ-
ent events for which they’ll 
train.

“Friday, we usually practice 
track and field, basketball and 
horseshoes and also the pow-
er walk,” Smith said. “Some of 
the guys go out on their own 
sometimes and meet up and 
practice. We have somebody 
that coaches them in badmin-
ton and some of them meet 
up on Fridays and go bowling 
together. So, it’s a concerted 
effort between us and some of 
the vets. Some, on their per-
sonal time, are part of bowl-
ing clubs or go golfing every 
week. Some of them have 
their own routines they fol-
low.”

With all of this training, 
Smith said many of the vets 
can do things most people in 
their age group would find 

difficult to do. She said com-
peting not only improves 
their health, but boosts con-
fidence.

Charles James, a 77-year-old 
Vietnam veteran, said train-
ing for the games helps him 
to stay fit.

“I started practicing around 
January, and some start-
ed even before that. Once a 
week, I would go in and prac-
tice my craft. I play golf all the 
time,” James said.

James competed in the bas-
ketball free throw contest, 
horseshoes, badminton, bowl-
ing and golf. He won a gold 
medal in basketball and won 
first place in golf.

“You want to go do well 
because the other members 
of your team, you’re pulling 
for them,” he said. “There are 
two to three other Vietnam 
vets, so you automatically 
have some kind of relation-
ship with them. Now, you 
have a reason to get up in the 
morning and be active instead 
of staying home and watching 
TV.”

Michael Chambers, a 
71-year-old veteran who 
served in the Vietnam war 
from 1967-1968, said the games 
are valuable to him physically, 
emotionally and socially.

“You get to meet a lot of 
guys. More often than not, 
you’re meeting guys who 
served in Vietnam the same 
time you were there,” Cham-
bers said. “Now you’re in 
a group of people who are 

speaking and getting to ex-
press themselves so it’s very 
valuable to me.”

Chambers suffered from 
two strokes in his lifetime, 
which caused his left side to 
be weaker than his right. He 
said his balance is “somewhat 
bad.”

“Moving, it allows you to 
get better with coordination,” 
Chambers said. “I know I’ll 
never get the coordination I 
had, but I’m satisfied with the 
fact that I’m alive and these 
games help you to stay alive. 
It helps you to get up in the 
morning and do what you 
need to do and live a better 
life.”

Smith said the team will 
continue to practice for local 
senior games, which are open 
to all seniors, starting in Sep-
tember. At that point, the vet-
erans will set rehabilitation 
goals. Those goals can range 
from physical ability to men-
tal health, Smith said.

“If we’re talking about 
something with Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder or de-
pression, having them work 
together in a group kind of 
forces them to form a bond,” 
she said. “We try to keep it 
like a family unit. The team is 
good at coming out to support 
each other. We’ve seen some 
people kind of come into 
their own and we see their 
true personality come out ... 
We as coaches and therapists 
have seen their progression 
over the years.”

OMAR AKOUR
The Associated Press

MECCA, Saudi Arabia — 
Saudi Arabia is preparing to 
host the annual hajj pilgrim-
age beginning Sunday, as 
over 2 million Muslim faith-
ful are ready to take part in 
the ultraconservative king-
dom.

The pilgrimage represents 
one of the five pillars of Is-
lam and is required of all 
able-bodied Muslims once in 
their life. In recent weeks, the 
faithful have arrived in Mec-
ca from across the world, all 
chanting “Labayk Allahuma 
Labayk,” or “Here I am, God, 
answering your call. Here I 
am.”

The hajj offers pilgrims 
an opportunity to feel clos-
er to God amid the Muslim 
world’s many challenges, 
including the threat of ex-
tremists in the Mideast after 
the Islamic State group was 
beaten back in Iraq and Syria 
and the plight of Myanmar’s 

Muslim Rohingya minority.
“My feeling is indescrib-

able to perform the hajj,” 
said Imad Abdel-Raheem, 
an Egyptian pilgrim. “I also 

want to pray for all Muslim 
countries, for them to live 
free in all places, in Palestine 
and in Burma, in all places, in 
Afghanistan and in India.”

Saudi Arabia prepares for the 
annual Muslim pilgrimage
Hajj represents one of the five pillars of Islam faith 

AP Photo/Dar Yasin 

A Muslim prayer pilgrim, only hands seen, prays near 
the Kaaba, the cubic building at the Grand Mosque, 
ahead of the annual Hajj pilgrimage.

Photos courtesy of Zuleika Smith 

Veterans compete in the horseshoes event during the National Veterans Golden 
Age Games.

Participants 
in the Veterans 
Golden Age 
Games enjoy a 
basketball free 
throw event.



Brought to you by
North Shore Medical Center

THE MIAMI T IMES  | AUGUST 22-28, 2018  | MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM 

Health    Wellnes
9

North Shore Medical Center 
names Daisy award winner
Special to The Miami Times

As a registered nurse at 
North Shore Medical Center, 
Valarie McLeod is recognized 
for striving to make a differ-
ence one baby at a time. The 
Daisy Award nomination she 
received is a testament to her 
hard work. 

The DAISY Award for Ex-
traordinary Nurses is a spe-
cial program that recognizes 
the outstanding deeds nurs-
es perform every day. It was 
created by the DAISY Foun-
dation, which was founded in 
memory of J. Patrick Barnes 
by his parents after they ex-
perienced firsthand the com-
passion and care of their son’s 
nurses.

McLeod works in mother 
and baby. She received the 
Daisy award for her compas-
sion, kindness and the love 
she shows to her patients.  
She strives to give both the 

mother and the baby excep-
tional care. 

“We congratulate Valarie 
for being the Daisy Award 
winner this quarter. She is a 
selfless, friendly nurse, who 
is constantly striving to learn 
and is an example to her col-
leagues,” said Mark Racicot, 
CEO of North Shore Medical 
Center. 

Valarie McLeod

NNPA Newswire

Black people express more motivation to pursue 
a healthier lifestyle than non-Blacks, yet are less 
likely to describe themselves as being in good 
health, according to recent findings from the Afri-
can American Health Engagement Study, a collab-
oration of Pfizer, the National Medical Association 
and the National Black Nurses Association. 

The AAHES study examines the health attitudes 
and behaviors of Blacks and reveals important 
health-related cultural differences compared to 
other respondent groups.  

Areas of focus in the study include spiritual 
health relative to other dimensions of health; 
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Pexels.com 

According to the African American Health Engagement 
Study, a collaboration of Pfizer, the National Medical Associa-
tion and the National Black Nurses Association, 75 percent of 
Black respondents claimed to be taking some action to stay 
healthy, compared to only 52 percent of the other groups. 

New study provides critical 
insights on needs, attitudes 

Miami Times Wire and Staff Report

Queen of Soul Aretha Franklin died 
Thursday in Detroit from complications 
of pancreatic cancer.

“Franklin’s official cause of death was 
due to advance pancreatic cancer of the 
neuroendocrine type, which was con-
firmed by Franklin’s oncologist, Dr. Philip 
Phillips of Karmanos Cancer Institute in 
Detroit.”

Pancreatic cancer is the third-leading 
cause of death from cancer in the United 
States, after lung and colorectal cancers

The lifetime risk of developing it is 
about 1 in 63 for men, and 1 in 65 for wom-
en. This year, about 55,440 people 
will be diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer, and the disease will kill 
about 44,330 people, according 
to the American Cancer Soci-
ety.

About 95 percent of peo-
ple with pancreatic cancer 
die from it, experts say. 
It's so lethal because 
during the early stag-

es, when the tumor would be most treat-
able, there are usually no symptoms. It 
tends to be discovered at advanced stag-
es when abdominal pain or jaundice may 
result. Presently, there are no general 
screening tools.

As people age, the risk of developing 
pancreatic cancer goes up. Most pa-
tients are older than 45, and nearly 90 
percent are older than 55. The aver-
age age at diagnosis is 71.

Men have a slightly higher like-
lihood of developing pancreatic 
cancer than women, which may 
partly result from increased to-
bacco use in men. In the past, 
when men more commonly 

smoked than women, the 
gender gap was wider.

There is also a noted association with 
race: Black Americans are more likely to 
develop pancreatic cancer than whites. 
Doctors don't know why, but speculate 

that higher rates of men smoking and 
having diabetes, and women being over-
weight, may contribute to that associa-
tion.

Here is a look at the deadly cancer, and 
the rare form of it Franklin had.

What is pancreatic cancer?
Pancreatic cancer, like other cancers, 

begins when cells start to grow out of 
control. The overgrowth of cells inter-
feres with the normal function of the 
pancreas. 

Pancreatic cancer can spread to the 
lungs, stomach, spleen and bowel. 

What is the pancreas, what does it 
do and where is it in our bodies?

The pancreas is behind the stomach 
in humans. The head of the organ is 

wide, and the body tapers to a nar-
row pointed tail end. In adults, it 

is around 6 inches long (think of 
the length of a dollar bill). 

The head of the pancreas 
sits on the right side of the 
abdomen with the body 
behind the stomach and 
the tail near the spleen 
on the left side of the ab-
domen.

The pancreas pro-
duces chemicals to di-
gest food. The organ 
secretes a clear, wa-
tery substance that 
SEE CANCER 11D

PANCREATIC CANCER
 IS SO DEADLY
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Aretha Franklin and several other 
celebrities died from the disease

A way to a 
healthier 
lifestyle

Aretha Franklin per-
forms at the world pre-
miere of “Clive Davis: 

The Soundtrack of Our 
Lives” at Radio City 
Music Hall in 2017. 

Photo via The Associated Press
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The goal is to create a 
learning playground for 
students and adults of the 
local community to expe-
rience real-world applica-
tions of STEM.

This experience will take 
place at The Concours 
Club, located within the 
Miami Executive Opa-locka 
Airport, set to open in May 
2019.

"We couldn't think of a 
better ambassador and part-
ner than Barrington Irving 
to lead a STEM program 
and job-training initiative 
at The Concours through 
Experience Aviation," said 
Neil Gehani, co-founder 
of The Concours Club, a 
$220-million project, which 
includes a racetrack, spa 
and other private club ame-
nities.

"His tireless work within 
the community and across 
the educational landscape, 

in addition to his person-
al accomplishments, are 
nothing short of awe-in-
spiring. Barrington sets 
a level of excellence that 
will continue to motivate, 
educate, train and inspire 
young minds for many years 
to come." 

 Born in Kingston, Jamaica 
and raised in Miami, Irving 
rose to prominence when, 
at 23, he simultaneously set 
two Guinness World Re-
cords, as the youngest per-
son and first Black pilot to 
fly solo around the world.  

Irving founded Experi-
ence Aviation in 2006 as 
a nonprofit organization 
committed to challenging 
students, through STEM, 
to build an airplane from 
scratch and successfully fly 
it.  

Eager to use his back-
ground to engage young 
people, Irving developed a 

Flying Classroom curricu-
lum (flyingclassroom.com) 
that allows students to 
learn STEM through global 
expeditions and engage in 
problem-solving activities.   

Experience Aviation has 
awarded more than $2 mil-
lion in scholarships to stu-
dents. Many of them have 
gone on to become work-
ing professionals in STEM 
industries, according to Ir-

ving.  
"With The Concours 

Club's commitment to con-
tinuing this program, we 
will further enhance the 
lives of those who have the 
drive, but were sorely in 
need of the opportunity,” 
said Irving.

The opportunity could 
pay off well for the students.

According to the National 
Association of Colleges and 

Employers salary projec-
tions for the Class of 2018, 
employers expect to make 
STEM majors the top-paid 
graduates at the bache-
lor’s-degree level.

Middle school to young 
adult students will learn 
how to build race cars, earn 
flight licenses, mechanical 
certifications and a host 
of other programs geared 
toward education and ca-

reer advancement with the 
fields of science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math 
(STEM).

The program is expected 
to extend into nearby col-
leges and universities and 
also beyond the classroom. 
Irving will offer students 
formal internship and men-
toring program at The Con-
cours Club.

With assistance from 
longtime advocate, Mi-
ami-Dade County Commis-
sioner Barbara Jordan, the 
brand new home for the 
program at The Concours 
Club will include class-
rooms, tech bays and equip-
ment.  

Through the partnership, 
there is a chance for an 
economic stimulus for the 
community.  Experience 
Aviation has been projected 
to create 300 or more local 
jobs directly on campus.

"I am excited about the 
amazing partnership be-
tween The Concours Club 
and Experience Aviation. 
This essential community 
outreach component will 
fulfill a critical need for 
young people who reside 
in this area by stimulating 
their interests in STEM ed-
ucation," said Jordan.

In addition to Irving’s 
job-training program, The 
Concours Club will also 
be home to aircraft charter 
and sales facilities, flight 
simulators, pilot instruc-
tion and "arrive and drive" 
support facilities.  

LANDS STEM IN OPA-LOCKA
The pilot will oversee vocational programming and training for area youth and college students

A trackside paddock at the Concours Club in Miami-Dade County.

NYAMEKYE DANIEL
ndaniel@miamitimesonline.com

The youngest person to fly around the world alone 

will now be embarking on a new adventure.

Pilot Barrington Irving has partnered with a local 

luxury automotive club to build facilities for his educational 

programs, Experience Aviation and Flying Classroom.

Miami Times Staff Report

Kiara Finlay, a recent grad-
uate of Miami Lakes Educa-
tional Center, plans to study 
English at Georgetown Uni-
versity this fall. She dreams 
of one day becoming an at-
torney, judge, and ultimately 
a U.S. Supreme Court Justice. 
She was able to take the first 
step towards that goal by 
completing an internship as 
part of Commissioner Barba-
ra J. Jordan’s Summer Youth 
Internship Initiative (SYII).

Finlay, who worked at Jor-
dan’s offices, said that learn-
ing about legislative agendas 
and attending county com-
mission meetings gave her 
insight on how the govern-
mental process works.

“I was fortunate to be 
able to see the process first-
hand, and see how they work 

through things,” she said. “I 
was able to get hands-on ex-
perience in the legal field.”

For eight to 10 weeks, 31 
students were paid to work 
in county government and 
the private sector as part of 
the SYII program. Students 
underwent an extensive in-
terview process and were 
required to attend a daylong 
orientation session with a 
motivational speaker, life 
coach and several entrepre-
neurs. The initiative started 
June 11 and ended Aug. 10.

High school students from 
Miami Lakes Educational 
Center, School of Advanced 
Studies and Terra Environ-
mental Research Institute 
participated in the program, 
along with college students 
from Florida Memorial, St. 
Thomas, Florida Internation-
al,, Marshall Florida A&M, 

Florida State and Bethune 
Cookman universities and  
Miami Dade College.

Jada York, a senior who is 
studying biology at FMU, 

worked at Jackson Health 
System. She said she worked 
closely with different depart-
ments but was grateful for 
the opportunity to shadow 

an anesthesiologist  this sum-
mer.

“He explained what each 
medicine did and how it 
would affect the patient,” 

she said. “I got to be right by 
their side. It’s a perfect op-
portunity and introduction 
to the medical field.”

Ashley Anderson, who is 
majoring in psychology at 
FMU, said that working at 
North Pointe YMCA Cen-
ter “was a dream come true 
because I want to work with 
children,” she said.

Dominic Rivera, who 
worked at Miami-Dade Ex-
pressway Authority this sum-
mer, just completed his third 
SYII internship. Rivera, who 
is studying civil engineering 
at FIU, said his SYII experi-
ence has transformed his life.

“Since I started, I’ve be-
come more assertive about 
my career choice. I was able 
to see the benefits of becom-
ing a civil engineer. I became 
a leader in school and my 
community,” he said. “I want 
to inspire my peers to better 
themselves, persevere, pur-
sue, achieve and, most of all, 
be grateful.”

Career clarity after internship initiative
Summer program spearheaded 
by Commissioner Barbara Jordan

Photos courtesy of Armando Rodriguez / Miami-Dade County

Lehman Auto World representatives, from left are Christa Fitzgerald, Stephanie 
Chiles-Beauvais, Tivia Rouland of Commissioner Barbara Jordan's office, Daria 
Ferguson and Maite Julien

A rendering of the The 
Concours Club’s clubhouse 
and track. 

Photo courtesy of The Concours Club via BloombergCAPT. IRVING
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.  — Romans 8:28

Apostolic 
Revival Center

Services

305-836-1224

Wed. Intercessory Prayer 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Morning Service 11 a.m.
Sun.-Eve. Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Fri. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

6702 N.W. 15th Avenue

Rev. Dr. Gilbert 
S. Smith 

Jordan Grove Missionary
Baptist Church

Services
Early Worship   7 a.m.
Sunday School  9 a.m.

NBC  10:05 a.m.
Worship   11 a.m. 
Worship   4 p.m.

Mission and Bible 

5946 N.W. 12th Avenue

 Pastor Douglas 
Cook, Sr.

Liberty City  
Church of Christ

Services

305-836-4555

Sunday Morning 8 a.m.
Sunday School  10 a.m.
Sunday Evening 5 p.m.

Tue. Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Fellowship 10 a.m.

1263 N.W. 67th Street

Evangelist 
Eric W. Doss

New Vision For 
Christ Ministries

Services

305-899-7224

Early Sunday Worship  7:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...6 p.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

13650 N.E. 10th Avenue

Rev. Michael 
D. Screen

Brownsville 
Church of Christ

Services

305-634-4850

Lord Day Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 7:30pm

Thurs. Morn. Bible Class 10 a.m.

4561 N.W. 33rd Court

Min. Harrell 
L. Henton

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church

Services

305-691-8861

Sunday 7:30 and 11 a.m. 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m    Sunday School
Tuesday   7 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m   Prayer Meeting

1470 N.W. 87th Street

Rev. Dr. C.A. 
Ivery, Pastor

Hosanna Community 
Baptist Church

Services

305-637-4404

Sunday School  8:30 a.m.
Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Study,  
Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry 
Mon.-Fri. 2-6:30 p.m.

2171 N.W. 56th Street

Rev. Charles 
Lee Dinkins

93rd Street Community
Missionary Baptist Church

Services

305-836-0942

7:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
11 a.m. ..Morning Worship

Evening Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday  6 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Website: cmbc.org

2330 N.W. 93rd Street

Pastor Rev. 
Carl Johnson

New Birth Baptist Church,  
The Cathedral of Faith International 

Services
Sunday Worship 7 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday (Bible Study) 6:45p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
10:45 a.m.

1 (800) 254-NBBC
305-685-3700 

Fax: 305-685-0705
www.newbirthbaptistmiami.org

2300 N.W. 135th Street
Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher

Pembroke Park Church of Christ

Services
SUNDAY
Bible Study  9 a.m.
Morning Worship. 10 a.m.
Evening Worship  6 p.m.

TUESDAY
Bible Study  10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

www.PembrokeParkChurchOfChrist.comMinister Kevin 
D. Jones, Sr

954-962-9327
305-751-9323 3707 S.W. 56th Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33023

ISHEKA N. HARRISON
Miami Times Contributor

Byron Holton believes 
that when he implemented 
the biblical passage of James 
5:16 it changed the trajecto-
ry of his life.

“The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much,” the scrip-
ture reads.

Musically inclined at an 
early age, the 41-year-old 
Pompano Beach native 

picked up the piano and 
drums when he was just 
13-years-old and taught him-
self to play them. 

Shortly thereafter, he 
joined a group with his 
brother and friends called 
“Sounds of Success” and 
they opened for acts such as 
Usher, Xscape, Beres Ham-
mond, George Benson, Carl 
Thomas, Bobby Womack, 
Back Street Boys and more.

The group was talented 
and eventually received a 

recording deal, then end-
ed up breaking up. Holton, 
however, was a quadruple 
threat as a musician, sing-
er, songwriter and producer 
with solo opportunities on 
the table.

By all logic, he should 
have been on the fast track 
to R&B stardom but, for 
some reason, he said noth-
ing seemed to work out. The 
buffer: God’s will.

“I just remember the 
prayers that me and my 

brothers would always pray, 
that God would keep us 
from any hurt, harm and 
danger regardless of what; 
and I added, Lord your will 
at all costs, Holton said. “I 
believe it wasn’t in God’s 
will for us to become R&B 
singers or R&B moguls. 
With all the backing, with 
all the connections and the 
voices that we had, it just 
wasn’t happening.”

For the next decade, 
Holton said he continued 
to pursue his R&B career 
while being a musician in 
the church. Eventually he 
became convicted about his 
double life and no longer felt 
comfortable using his gifts 
to serve the wrong master.

“I noticed that synony-
mous with the type of mu-
sic that I was doing, it also 
reflected my lifestyle. I just 
remember being a young 
man playing instruments in 
church as a musician and 
still trying to carry that 
lifestyle of R&B and all of 
the pastors preaching that 
word about you can’t serve 
two masters and eventual-
ly it permeated my heart,” 
Holton said.

Holton had been drinking, 
smoking and clubbing, but 
God’s love for him found 
him in even the most unlike-
ly crowds. 

“I actually went to a club 
to mourn one of my good 
friends who was a producer 
who was shot and killed. I 

go in there and I’m drinking 
Hennessy and I’m smoking a 
Black & Mild and I’m trying 
to dance, trying to fit in, only 
for a woman to come to me 
and tell me that I did not fit 
there and she asked me was 
I a man of God. Then she 
asked if we could pray in the 
club and when she started 
praying tears started flowing 
through my eyes,” Holton 
said.

From that moment, Holton 
said he didn’t return to that 
club, or any club for that 
matter. He began making 
major life changes in 2010 
and left the secular music 
industry completely in 2012 
to focus his efforts on a full-
time gospel ministry.

Today, Holton serves as the 
minister of music at Brown’s 
Temple F.B.H Church, locat-
ed at 1081 North Powerline 
Road, in Pompano Beach. 
Services begin at 11:30 a.m. 
on Sundays. 

He uses his platform to 
train vocalists, teach the pur-
pose and importance of wor-
ship and train youth how to 
use their gifts. Through his 
company, BoyLion Media, 
he works on various musical 
projects, including his own, 
entitled “A Wretch Undone.” 
The album details his per-
sonal journey and testimony.

“I trusted everything in 
this world and took chances 
on everything in this world 
and this is me singing about 
taking chances on Him 

(God),” Holton said.
He is married to Shauna 

and the proud father of five 
children ranging in age from 
6 to 19-years-old. He has a 
heart for youth, showing it 
by bridging the generation-
al gap, helping the homeless 
and offering hope to people 
who think there is none.

“I believe at this time 
there’s a message that 
needs to go out. There’s 
some things that need to be 
cleared up. There’s a mis-
conception of Christianity, 
the walk and having a re-
lationship with God. and I 
just think that’s really, really 
important. As long as peo-
ple feel like, ‘I can’t do that,’ 
they’ll never even start the 
relationship and eventually 
wind up perishing,” Holton 
said. 

He doesn’t think staying 
the course with R&B would 
have yielded effective minis-
try results.

“I try to be an example, 
most importantly. It’s one 
thing to tell somebody to 
do something and then you 
don’t do it. If I was singing 
a whole bunch of ‘Baby I 
love you’ songs, I don’t think 
there’s much of a message in 
it. I want to send a message 
and I want people to have 
their own personal rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ,” 
Holton said

To learn more about 
Brown’s Temple, visit www.
brownstemplefbhchurch.org.

Pastor
OF THE WEEKOF THE WEEK

Byron Holton

He left the secular industry to spread God’s message

Brown's Temple ministry is
 music to Byron Holton's ears

CANCER
CONTINUED FROM 9D

contains enzymes that break 
down food.

What type of pancreatic 
cancer did Franklin have?

There are several types of 
pancreatic cancers and Frank-
lin’s was one of the more rare 
forms, according to an article 
by WebMD. 

The tumor – a neuroendo-
crine type of tumor – is found 
in only about 6 percent of 
pancreatic cases, according to 
the American Cancer Society. 

While neuroendocrine tu-
mors are often deadly, de-
pending on the stage of the 

tumor, the outlook is gener-
ally better than that of pan-
creatic exocrine cancers. It is 
believed that Franklin’s tumor 
was found in 2010.

Franklin also had diabetes, 
which can be a contributing 
factor in pancreatic cancer.

What are the symptoms 
of pancreatic cancer?

From WebMD, the symp-
toms of pancreatic cancer in-
clude:

• Jaundice (yellowing of the 
skin and whites of the eyes)

• Pain in the upper or mid-
dle abdomen and back

• Unexplained weight loss
• Loss of appetite
• Fatigue
• Depression
What are the risk factors 

for pancreatic cancer?
The American Cancer Soci-

ety compiled a list of factors 
that could put you at risk for 
developing pancreatic cancer:

 • Smoking
• Chronic pancreatitis (in-

flammation of the pancreas)
• Inherited conditions (in-

cluding hereditary pancreati-
tis)

• Familial pancreatic cancer 
syndromes

• Longstanding diabetes
• Obesity
How is pancreatic cancer 

treated? 
It depends on the stage of 

the cancer when it is discov-
ered. 

If the cancer is not advance, 
surgery, chemotherapy and 

radiation therapy is often 
used. However many, if not 
most pancreatic cancers, are 
not found until they are ad-
vanced.

What is the outlook for 
those diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer?

The disease is called a “si-
lent killer” because it is usual-
ly not found until it has spread 
from the pancreas, making it 
extremely difficult to treat. 

About 23 percent of pa-
tients with cancer of the exo-
crine pancreas are alive one 
year after they are diagnosed. 
Only around 8.2 percent will 
be alive five years after a di-
agnosis.

Cox Media Group and CNN 
contributed to this report.

HEALTH
CONTINUED FROM 9D

awareness of and attitudes 
towards clinical trial partici-
pation; perception of state of 
health; and level of motivation 
to take action on health.

The AAHES research, 
which commenced in 2017, is 
designed to garner insights 
that could inform meaningful 
and effective actions to in-
crease health equity in Black 
communities. According to 
recent data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, Blacks face a greater 
risk of death at almost every 
stage of life compared with 
other American racial and 
ethnic groups, and Black peo-
ple overall have a life expec-
tancy more than three years 

shorter than that of other 
groups.

“Our mission is to ensure 
access to the highest quality of 
healthcare for persons of col-
or,” said Eric J. Williams, pres-
ident of the National Black 
Nurses Association. “Our 
participation in the study 
helps us better understand 
health attitudes and behav-
iors of African Americans…
we are working to develop a 
sustainable plan of action that 
will make an impact on criti-
cal disparities that affect the 
health of our community.

Key findings of the AAHES 
study include:

• 84 percent of Black study 
participants described them-
selves as “highly motivated to 
improve overall health,” com-
pared with 76 percent of non-
Black participants. Moreover, 
75 percent of Black respon-

dents claimed to be taking 
some action to stay healthy, 
compared to only 52 percent 
of other respondents.

• 67 percent of Blacks sur-
veyed agreed with the state-
ment “I will do better on my 
health tomorrow,” compared 
with 53 percent of non-Blacks 
surveyed.

• 36 percent of all Black 
study participants ranked 
their overall health (including 
physical, mental/emotional, 
and spiritual health) as “very 
good” or “excellent,” com-
pared to 43 percent of study 
participants in other groups.

• 79 percent of Black study 
participants viewed spiritual 
health as extremely or very 
important to overall health 
and  wellness, compared to 
59 percent of non-Black par-
ticipants. 45 percent of Blacks 
reported being satisfied with 

their body regardless of 
weight, compared to 36 per-
cent of respondents in other 
groups.

When it comes to trusted 
sources of health and medical 
information, Black respon-
dents said that they place their 
highest level of trust in med-
ical organizations focused 
on Blacks. The least trusted 
sources for health-related in-
formation are those widely 
used in media channels, such 
as cable news and commercial 
broadcast networks.

The death rates for Black 
women from heart disease 
and breast cancer are far 
greater than that of other 
women in America, accord-
ing to the CDC Health, United 
States 2016 Report. Black men 
of all ages experience higher 
mortality than men of other 
races and ethnicities and have 

significantly higher rates of 
malignancies such as prostate 
cancer.

“Certain medical conditions 
are more prevalent and dev-
astating for African Ameri-
cans and other populations 
of color; diversity in clinical 
trials is one critical approach 
to closing disparity gaps. Afri-
can Americans account for 12 

percent of the U.S. population 
but make up only five percent 
of clinical trial participants. 
When it comes to increasing 
African American participa-
tion in clinical trials, we can-
not overstate the importance 
of trust and collaboration,” 
said Freda Lewis-Hall, chief 
medical officer and executive 
vice president of Pfizer.

IN MEMORIAM • OBIT
Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

CARL LEWIS
08/26/1957 - 04/30/2013

Forever in Our Hearts.
Love and miss you. 

The family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

RUBY MAE CHEEVER 
RUCKER

10/22/1918 - 08/22/2011

You gave me your absolute 
best, and you deserved your 
rest. It is now a tradition, 
the day God allowed your 
beautiful transition. All my 
love, your loving son, Jimmie 
Cheever.

Mitchell
AVA MARIE FRANCIS, 61, 

teacher aide, 
died August 14. 
Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

Obituaries are due 
4:30 p.m., Tuesday

305-694-6210



Paradise
ANTHONY CAREY,  70, 

died August 
12. Viewing 5-8 
p.m., Friday at 
Royal Funeral 
Home. Service 
11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
House of God 
Church, 3470 NW 215 St., 
Miami Gardens. 

DAISY JACKSON, 65, died 
August 14 at 
B r o o k w o o d 
Nursing Center. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at Mt. 
Sinai Baptist 
Church.

SAMANTHA FREDERIC, 
35, supervisor, 
died August 
10. Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at St. Stephens 
A.M.E. Church. 

LUTHER BENJAMIN 
ROLLY SMITH, 
59, custodian, 
died August 
14. Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Soul Saving 
Station Baptist 
Church. 

CLINTON J. PITTS, ESQ.
Clinton J. Pitts, 
Esq., community 
activist and 
trial litigation 
attorney with 
more than 
40 years trial 
experience in 
Criminal Defense (Federal and 
State Courts), died August 14. 
The family will receive guests 
at his viewing and memorial 
service 4-8 p.m., Friday at 
Peaceful Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church, 2400 NW 68 
Street.  The Wake immediately 
following the memorial service 
at the Omega Center, 15600 
NW 42 Avenue. Service 12 
p.m., Saturday at the church. 
The Repast at Poiciana Park, 
6745 NW 23 Ave., Miami 
immediately following the 
service at Peaceful Zion. 
Interment South Florida 
National Cemetery in Lake 
Worth, Florida.  

ANNE GERLIN,  87, 
homemaker, died August 13. 
Service 10 a.m., Saturday at 
Notre Dame D Haiti Catholic 
Church. 

Grace

FANNIE E. SANDERS, 89, 
retail sales, died August 5 at 
home. Services were held at 
the A.J. Manuel Funeral Home 
Chapel, Hollywood, FL.

AJ Manuel

Trinity
KINIKA YOLANDA LANIER, 

23, died August 
12 at home. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.
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Eternal Rest
LENNOX RENWICK, 61, 

l a n d s c a p e r , 
died August 18. 
Service 4 p.m., 
today in the 
chapel.

Eric S. George
WILLIAM IRVIN 

A N D E R S O N , 
JR., died August 
14. Service 1 
p.m., Saturday 
at Koinonia 
Worship Center 
Pembroke Park.

Richardson
DEACON LESTER 

WEST, 64, 
longshoreman, 
died August 
15 at Memorial 
R e g i o n a l 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Greater Holy Cross Missionary 
Baptist Church.

CONSTANCE SABRINA 
WRIGHT, 55, 
beautician, died 
August 20 at 
Kindred Hospital 
of Hollywood. 
Service 2 p.m. 
Saturday at 
New Bethel Baptist Church.

Range
DR. LILLIAN KINDLE 

COOPER, 67, 
retired school 
admin is t ra to r 
for Miami-
Dade County 
School Board, 
died August 
16. Memorial 
Service and Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Memorial Services 6-8 p.m., 
Thursday at New Covenant 
Presbyterian Church. Service 1 
p.m., Friday at the church. 

KATIE BATSON TURNER, 
67, retired 
vice-president 
for AT&T, 
died August 
13. Survivors 
include her son, 
Stanley Batson 
(Vanessa); daughter, Stashia 
Chattman; sister, Minnie 
Steward Martin (Rev. Norris 
Martin); brothers, Kenneth 
Ralph Batson and Stanley 
Ricardo Batson, Sr.; and a host 
of other relatives  and friends. 
Memorial Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at Grace Baptist Ch
urch.                                                                                            

VERNA MAE FOSTER, 87, 
retired logistics 
s u p e r v i s o r 
for Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
Hospital, died 
August 19. 
Viewing 2-6 
p.m., Sunday in 
the chapel. Service 12 p.m., 
Monday, August 27 at Peaceful 
Zion Missionary Baptist Church.  

SABRINA MOTON, 58, 
cafeteria worker for Miami Dade 
County Schools, died August 
18. Service 2 p.m., Saturday in 
the chapel. 

CLARA MAE LOVE, 104, 
retired private nurse, died 
August 15. Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday at Mt. Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Hadley Davis
Miami Gardens

LAKESHA LASHAUN 
CALLOWAY ,  
43, customer 
service con-
sultant, died 
August 16. 
Service 12 
p.m., Saturday 
at Christ the King Church.

DAVID IRVIN WILIAMS, 
62, laborer, 
died August 
12 at home. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at 
Christian Fel-
lowship Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.

TWALA HENRY PARKER, 
49, cafeteria 
s u p e r v i s o r , 
died August 
19 at Memo-
rial Region-
al  Hospital. 
Service 10 
a.m., Saturday at Bethel Ap-
ostolic Church.

VALERIE GORDON, 62, 
supervisor, died August 19 
at Kindred Hospital. Services 
were held.

Gregg L. Mason
MATILDA E. DOBNEY, 

91, pastor, 
died August 
5. Survivors 
include: son, 
C l e m e n t 
D o b n e y 
( S h i r n e t ) ; 
daughter, Sylvia Harley 
(Raphael); six grandchildren; 
brother and sister; other 
relatives and friends. Viewing 
4-8:30 p.m., Friday at Faith 
and Life Fellowship Ministries, 
121 South 24 Avenue, 
Hollywood, FL 33020. Service 
10 a.m., Saturday at Grace 
United Community Church, 
901 NW 183 Street, Miami, 
FL 33169. Entombment: 
Caballero Rivero Southern.

RUTH CAROLYN SCOTT 
M O O R E , 
85, retired 
e d u c a t o r , 
M i a m i - D a d e 
County Public 
Schools, died 
August 15. 
Survivors include: daughters, 
Karen P. Moore and Kimberly 
M. Fortson; grandchildren, 
Daryl Patrice Fortson and 
Benjamin William Scott 
Fortson; sister, Mary S. 
Hardison; other relatives and 
friends.  Litany 6-8 p.m., Friday 
at Santa Cruz Resurrection 
Episcopal Church, 11173 
Griffing Blvd, Biscayne Park, 
FL 33161.  Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday at The Church of 
the Incarnation, 1835 NW 
54 Street, Miami, FL 33142. 
Entombment: Caballero 
Rivero Dade North. 

Range-Coconut Grove
ALEXINE W. DELANCY, 

88, educator, 
died August 
18 at home. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Christ Episcopal 
Church.

YVETTE NORTON, 57, 
c a f e t e r i a 
worker, died 
August 15. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at St. 
James A.M.E 
Church.

DAVIE RUSSELL, 46, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
worker, died 
August 11.  
Service 2 p.m.,  
Saturday in the 
chapel.

Hadley Davis MLK

Hall Ferguson Hewitt
MVURIM ADAMU, 63, 

died July 29. Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday in the chapel.

EULA HARRIS, 74, died 
August 12. Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday in the chapel.

PAMBERLY SUTTON, 
51, died August 20. Service 
10 a.m., Saturday at New 
Providence.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

MELBA TAYLOR 
RANDOLPH

an awesome, sweet and 
loving angel that we knew as: 
mother, grandmother, sister 
and auntie - and so much 
more.

Our hearts are filled with 
the most beautiful memories 
of you, Mom. Happy 97th 
Birthday!! Sweet angel, with 
love, your family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

ESSIE MCCRAY

God gave us an angel 
-  you embodied kindness, 
unconditional love, and a 
unique gentleness that made 
you very special. It’s impos-
sible not to think of you each 
day. Our lives changed six 
years ago, but we rejoice in 
knowing that we will see you 
again. Though gone from this 
place, you will forever live in 
our hearts.

Love, Kim, Jimmy, Mom, 
Jim, Pat, and BillyNakia Ingraham

FRANK ALI, JR., 58, 
handyman, died August 10. 
Services were held.

 
MARIE FOURCAND, 67, 

aide, died August 9. Service 
11 a.m., Saturday at New 
Jerusalem Haitian Baptist 
Church.

 
ANGEL CORREA, 35, 

TV parts tech, died August 
18.  Service 5 p.m., Saturday in 
the chapel.

Card of Thanks

The family of the late,

LAVERNE WILLIAMS

would like to thank everyone 
for all your many acts of kind-
ness you've shown during 
our time of bereavement.

Special thanks to the class 
of 1979, class of 1983 Coral 
Gables Senior High.

May God be with you all.
Theo Cunningham and Eric 

Terry.

Card of Thanks

The family of the late,

TERRANCE BOSTICK

gratefully acknowledging and 
thanking you for your kind 
expressions of sympathy.

Special thanks to Gregg 
L. Mason Funeral Home, 
Rev. Willie McCrae, Pastor 
of Redemption M.B. Church, 
93rd Community Baptist 
Church, Rev. Dr. Carl 
Johnson, Transit Workers 
Local 291, Class of 1976 
of Miami Jackson Senior 
Alumni’s, and Towner 4 Life 
Family.

May God bless each of 
you.

The Bostick Family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

SARAH COLLINS SILER
08/30/1955-10/15/2008

PEGGIE ANN COLLINS
06/29/1962 - 10/11/2016

  
To some you all are forgot-

ten, to some you all are of the 
past.

But to us, the ones who 
loved and lost you all, your 
memories will always last.

The Family

Hail to our 
Queen of Soul

Aretha Franklin

Please come by to sign our Registry at Gregg L. Mason 
Funeral Home, 10936 NE 6th Avenue, Miami, Florida 33161,  
305-757-9000.

Memory Book will be presented to the Franklin family by 
Gregg L. Mason.

Wright and Young
MACARTHUR RIGBY, 74, 

technician, died 
August 12. 
Service 12 p.m., 
Saturday at 
Church of God 
of Prophecy 
Miami #1.

WILLIE ALLEN, 75, truck 
driver, died 
August 16. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at 
Pilgrims Rest 
Church. 

SHERWYN DWAYNE 
MAUNDRY, 37, supervisor, 
died August 17. Final rites in St. 
John's, Antigua. 

Albright - NC
FLORITA NEILSON 

LOWERY, 72, 
died August 
10, after a 
long battle with 
breast cancer. 
She worked as 
a teacher for 
more than 27 
years with inner city adults in 
the Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools. Her assignments 
included North Miami Beach 
Sr. High, Miami Skill Center 
in Overtown, Jobs for Miami 
(A1A), and Women’s Detection 
Center. Ms. Lowery leaves 
to cherish her memory: 
son, Lee Frank Lowery, Jr. 
(Acela) and daughter, Felicia 
Lowery-Herndon (Linwood); 
grandchildren and cherished 
friends. Services were held.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

ALBERT "AB" BRYANT
07/22/1940 - 08/19/2007

Our beloved "AB," the 
memory of you will always be 
in our hearts.

We will miss you and love 
you always!

Your beloved family.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

DESIREE M. WALKER
08/20/1964 - 02/03/2016

My dear lovely twin sister, 
Happy Birthday to you.

Twin sister Denise, Ashley 
and family.


