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Can Florida elect a 
Black governor?

K. BARRETT BALALI
Miami Times Contributor

It was 1918.  Lynching ran rampant 
throughout the South.

Gov. Sidney Johnston Catts took office 
after a campaign promising to rid Florida of 
Jews and Catholics.  Blacks were too numer-
ous to rid of, so he stopped funding their 
schools.

Fast-forward 100 years. Today, most cam-
paigns are about inclusion.

Among the Democratic contenders in the 
Florida primary for governor are two Jews, a 
few millionaires, one billionaire and a wom-
an.

And among the ranks stands Andrew Gil-
lum, the sole Black candidate.  The 38-year-
old charismatic mayor of Tallahassee is run-
ning for the governorship on a progressive 
platform.  

The road to the state House has been 
paved for Gillum by civil rights activists and 
those who shattered political barriers before 
him, and it’s not lost on him.

“On August 28, 1963, Dr. [Martin Luther] 
King gave his ‘I Have a Dream, speech, 
tweeted Gillum.  “On August 28, 2008, Pres-
ident Obama accepted his nomination for 
President. On August 28, 2018, I’m going to 
win the Democratic primary for Governor of 
Florida.”

With less than a month to the Aug. 28 pri-
mary, Gillum has work to do to accomplish 
this weighty goal.  He is running in a field 

SEE GILLUM 10A

People of color make 
up the majority of 

Democratic voters in 
Florida. We have the 

numbers,” writes Andrea 
Mercado, director of the 
New Florida Vision PAC 
in an open letter to the 
community. “Too often 
candidates like Gillum 
get lost in the pack of 
millionaire self-funded 

campaigns.” 

“

CAROLYN GUNISS
cguniss@miamitimesonline.com

It was after 8 p.m., and the 
crowd had thinned out a bit 
in the meeting room at the 
Betty T. Ferguson Recreation-
al Complex. Several people 
had attended the 2016 Miami 

Times political forum to wit-
ness school administrator 
Steve Gallon III share the 
stage with incumbent Wilbert 
"Tee" Holloway. 

While it wasn’t a debate, the 
candidates squared off, vol-
leying the moderator’s ques-
tions about why they deserve 

to represent Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools’ Dis-
trict I. Gallon was caught in 
some controversy in a school 
district in New Jersey, which 
had his campaign in clean-
up mode. Gallon would go 
on and win the seat with 55 
percent of votes. He said the 
forum made all the difference.

“The Miami Times’ polit-
ical forum provided a great 
opportunity and platform for 

me to present ideas, discuss 
issues and defend my posi-
tion and record,” Gallon said. 
“More importantly, it provid-

ed voters with an up close and 
personal look at the candi-
dates in their efforts to make 
better, informed decisions be-
fore casting their vote. It truly 
helped me get my ideas out 
there to the people.”

Candidates who want to 
be elected Nov. 6, during the 
midterm election have the 
political platform available 
again.

The Miami Times plans to 

host two nonpartisan political 
forums, to allow candidates a 
chance to speak to attendees, 
with less than a month to the 
Aug. 28 primary election.

The first forum, which will 
be moderated by WPLG Lo-
cal 10 reporter Glenna Mil-
berg, starts at 6 p.m. Aug. 
8 at the Little Haiti Cultur-
al Center. Candidates for 
Florida governor, attorney 

SEE FORUM 6A

Miami Times forums to feature candidates 
Previous attendees say events are 
invaluable to election campaigns

Milberg Pearson

Zero is the number of gubernatorial candidates who look like Andrew Gillum

POLITICAL FORUM
WED. AUG. 8 • 6 PM

#1
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Andrew Gillum leads a 
gun regulation rally.

Photo courtesy of the Gillum campaign
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Donald Trump's lies keep building up
Facts don’t matter to mil-

lions of Americans anymore. 
That is just the truth. Repub-
licans bewitched by Donald 
Trump have devalued the im-
port of truth.

It is a sad truth and a dan-
gerous one. What is the oper-
ational framework of a society 
when the truth ceases to be 
accepted as true?

There may be precedents 
in other countries, but one 
would be hard pressed to find 
a precedent here. It is becom-
ing cliché now to say that we 
are in uncharted territory with 
Trump and his regime, but 
that is precisely where we are.

There is tremendous possi-
bility for peril, but luckily for 
Trump and the country, we 
have so far avoided all-out ca-
tastrophe. There is no guaran-
tee that our lucky streak will 
be extended.

Every day there is no ca-
tastrophe, every day yet an-
other never-before-seen, 
outrageous scandal emerges 
from this administration and 
Trump is not destroyed by it, 
it strengthens him and numbs 
us and steels his supporters.

The more he lies without 
paying a price for it, the more 
he weakens the power of the 
truth to defend right and con-
demn wrong. And he expands 
his latitude to lie more.

Trump is experiencing 
something of a Superman 
Syndrome: Having survived 
so many episodes that would 
have destroyed another pres-
idency, he has become ever 
more emboldened in his of-
fenses because he comes to 
see himself as invincible. 
What doesn’t kill him makes 
him stronger.

Rather than lying less, 

Trump is increasing the fre-
quency of his lying. As The 
Washington Post’s Fact Check-
er reported last month:

“When we first started this 
project for the president’s 
first 100 days, he averaged 
4.9 claims a day. But the av-
erage number of claims per 
day keeps climbing as the 
president nears the 500-day 
mark of his presidency. In the 

month of May, the president 
made about eight claims a day 
— including an astonishing 35 
claims in his rally in Nashville 
on May 29.”

Trump has gone from mak-
ing 4.9 false claims a day to 
now making 6.5 a day.

It’s not that this behavior is 
being normalized as much as 
it is becoming ritualized.

Furthermore, Trump plays 
to a duality, a contradiction 
within his supporters: tough 
guy with a tender ego. He 
boasts about being strong 
while simultaneously whining 
about being assailed.

His griping, in a weird way, 
is what fuels his gasconade. 
He insists to his supporters 
that he is being treated unfair-
ly and their reflexive defense 
of him prevents them from 
even entertaining the fairest 
of criticisms.

CHARLES BLOW, The New York Times

Trump has gone from 
making 4.9 false 

claims a day to now 
making 6.5 a day.

“

‘Stand your ground;’ a license to kill
A young Black family had 

stopped by a convenience 
store in Clearwater to pur-
chase some snacks. They 
pulled into a handicapped 
parking space near the door 
while the man and his 5-year-
old son quickly went inside.

Meanwhile, a white man 
approached the woman in the 
car and began arguing with 
her about parking there with-
out a permit. A few minutes 
later, the Black man returned 
to find this strange white 
man yelling at his girlfriend. 
The couple’s 4-month-old 
son and 3-year-old daughter 
also were in the car.

Though uninjured, the 
white man immediately 
pulled out his gun and shot 
the Black man in the chest. 
The victim ran back into the 
store and collapsed. He died 
a short time later.

Authorities said they 
would not charge 47-year-
old Michael Drejka in the 
death of Markeis McGlock-
ton, 28. Unless the state’s 
attorney decides differently, 
Drejka is off the hook for 
gunning down a Black man 
who had been minding his 
own business until a white 

man entered the picture.
That’s a scary thought 

at a time when increasing 
numbers of white people 
have been caught on video 
confronting Black and oth-
er minorities over things 
that simply amount to living 
their lives.

In recent months, there 
have been numerous inci-
dents involving white people 
patrolling Black people in 
places like public parks, col-
lege campuses, golf courses 
and swimming pools, then 
either confronting them or 
summoning police for ridic-
ulous reasons.

It was just a matter of time 
before one of these incidents 
escalated into violence. It is 
unfortunate that the latest 
one happened to occur in 
Florida, where lax gun laws 
such as “stand your ground” 
often allow residents to go 
free for shooting Blacks.

Florida is among some two 
dozen states that allow resi-
dents to gun down some-
one if they feel as if they or 
others are being threatened. 
There is no requirement to 
retreat as long as there is an 
imminent fear of “death or 

great bodily harm.”
Florida was the first 

state to pass a “stand your 
ground” law in 2005, and 
it has been met with much 
controversy over the past 13 
years.

The most notable case 
was in 2012, when George 
Zimmerman, a neighbor-
hood watch volunteer, shot 
17-year-old Trayvon Mar-
tin to death on the grounds 
of the apartment complex 
where the teen’s father lived. 

A year after the Martin 
shooting, the Urban Insti-
tute’s Justice Policy Center 
released a study that found 
“substantial racial dispari-
ties” in general. When the 

perpetrator is white and the 
victim is Black, homicides 
are 10 times more likely to 
be ruled justified than when 
it’s the other way around, 
the report said.

In states that have “stand 
your ground” laws, shoot-
ings are 281 percent more 
likely to be found justified 
when a white person kills 
a Black person, compared 
with when a white person 
kills another white person, 
according to the institute.

The biggest problem with 
the law is that it could allow 
someone to get away with 
crime. Previous behavior 
plays no role in determining 
guilt or innocence.

In McGlockton’s shooting, 
this seems unfair.

Without a trial, we will 
never know for sure wheth-
er Drejka deserves to be 
behind bars. But as long as 
“stand your ground” laws 
exist, people like him will 
get to kill a Black father and 
go on with their life as if 
nothing happened.

The lives of McGlockton’s 
young children, though, will 
never be the same. Where is 
the justice in that?

DAHLEEN GLANTON, Chicago Tribune

“People like him will 
get to kill a Black 

father and go on with 
their life as if nothing 

happened.”

“

The hypocrisy of white evangelicals
When then-President Bill 

Clinton lied in 1998 about an 
affair with White House in-
tern Monica Lewinsky, Chris-
tian extremist James Dobson 
declared it was “foolish to be-
lieve that a person who lacks 
honesty and moral integrity is 
qualified to lead a nation and 
the world!” Under Clinton, 
Dobson, founder of Focus 
on the Family, warned that 
America was facing “a pro-
found moral crisis.”

Fast-forward two decades. 
We’re chest deep in a pro-
found moral crisis, and every 
other kind of crisis you dare 
imagine. Yet, like most of his 
fellow evangelicals, Dobson 
is as silent as a church mouse 
about the White House’s cur-
rent occupant, a man who 
breaks at least three of the 
Ten Commandments.

With his multiple marriag-
es and affairs, penchant for 
grandiose lies and general 

indifference to normal adult 
behavior, Trump should rep-
resent what white evangeli-
cals claim to despise. Instead, 
he received 81 percent of their 
vote, and their support is un-
failing. It’s easier for a cam-
el to go through the eye of a 
needle than to find any evan-
gelical handwringing about 
whether Trump’s moral tur-
pitude renders him unfit to 
govern.

With a 77 percent approv-
al rating among evangelicals, 
Trump has no constituency 
that is more loyal. It has even 
come to this: In defense of the 
president, a Texas pastor re-
cently called Ronald Reagan 
“a twice-married Hollywood 
actor who was a known wom-
anizer in Hollywood.”

Robert Jeffress, a Trump pal 
and leader of a Baptist mega-
church, was making the point 
that it’s not the first time 
evangelicals have supported, 

as president, a man who falls 
short of the glory.

“We’re not under any illu-
sion that we were voting for 
an altar boy when we voted 
for President Trump,” said 
Jeffress on Fox News. “We 
knew about his past. And by 
the way, none of us has a per-
fect past. We voted for him 
because of his policies.”

In short, Trump could say 

he likes messiahs who weren’t 
crucified and his support 
among white evangelicals 
likely wouldn’t budge.

That’s because they’ve al-
ways had their eyes on the 
prize, and that prize isn’t ever-
lasting life. It’s Trump reshap-
ing the Supreme Court, and its 
terrifying potential to rescind 
women’s reproductive auton-
omy, erode LGBTQ rights, 
and endorse discriminatory 
“religious freedom” laws.

As far as individual behav-
ior goes, evangelicals object 
only to those whose person-
al lives threaten what they 
view as America’s destiny as 
a white Christian theocracy. 
Trump, meanwhile, can do 
whatever he wants to whom-
ever he wants. So long as he 
keeps his promise to nomi-
nate right-wing ideologues  to 
the high court, white evangel-
icals will never question their 
deal with the devil in chief.

RENEE GRAHAM, The Boston Globe

White evangelicals 
may not despise God, 
yet their hypocrisy and 

unflagging devotion 
leave no doubt that 
Trump is their true 
master and savior.

“

Florida may be starting to see what last year’s change to 
the “stand your ground” law has brought. In 2017, lawmak-
ers moved the burden of proof for stand-your-ground de-
fense from the person who claims it, to the prosecutors to 
disprove its use.

With that shift, law enforcement may feel like their hands 
are tied in when to arrest, as is in the case of Markeis Mc-
Glockton.

The argument started with Michael Drejka that July 19 
afternoon. McGlockton had to run into a described cantan-
kerous man with a concealed weapons permit. McGlockton 
tries to defend his girlfriend from Drejka, who is shouting at 
her, so he shoves the man. When Drejka, a white man, fell to 
his knees at the hands of a Black man, so did his pride. He 
had to teach McGlockton a lesson.

“In a recent episode of the docudrama, “Rest in Power,” 
which follows the incidents that would lead to death of Mi-
ami Gardens teenager Trayvon Martin, it was intimated that 
stand your ground makes prosecutors decide guilt or inno-
cence when there is a loss of life in an altercation.

Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri coldly said he wasn’t 
going to arrest Drejka because the shooting was legal under 
stand your ground. Cops used to have to go to prosecutors 
with air-tight cases with compelling evidence for warrants 
to be issued and arrests made. In that moment, when Gualt-
ieri declined to arrest, he became judge and jury in this case.

And that’s what’s really flawed about stand your ground.
Prosecutors have abdicated their responsibilities. Where 

is the outcry from them as they are circumvented?  Perhaps 
prosecutors are heaving a sign of relief that they don’t have 
to deal with this hot potato with real racial overtones. Prose-
cutors want to bring cases they can win. Stand-your-ground 
cases can go either way.  It isn't clearcut as to who has the 
right to use stand your ground. There are no defendants; 
there are no perpetrators. The law is fraught with problems. 
If you are in fear of your life, you can stand your ground and 
defend yourself, even if you started the altercation. Stand 
your ground needs another revision. Better yet, a repealer. 
Stand your ground needs to be repealed. 

Markeis McGlockton didn’t have to die and leave his fami-
ly to sort out life. But Markeis McGlockton just had bad luck 
and a bad law.

The foundation for 
‘stand your ground’ 

is shaky

CARTOON CORNER
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United Teachers of Dade 
President Karla Hernandez 
Mats sees poor representation 
in Tallahassee as a problem for 
getting adequate funding to 
the school district.

“We need to get better reps 
and senators to give the sup-
port we need in Tallahassee, 
said Mats. “The state legisla-
ture continues to underfund 
our schools.”

It’s a reason why the teach-
ers’ union and the Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools asked 
voters to help give teachers a 
raise by paying .75 cents per 
$1,000 of their property taxes 
that are assessed by the county 
appraiser. Voters will decide 
Nov. 6 if they want to pay to 
raise about $232 million annu-
ally for four years for teach-
ers’ pay increases and school 
security. If the item passes, 
90 percent of the funds levied 
will go toward teacher sala-
ries, and 10 percent to comply 
with new laws as a result of the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School Feb. 14 massacre. 
Another vote will have to be 
taken if the program will con-
tinue.

At least one legislator agrees 
with Hernandez Mats that the 
system in Tallahassee is bro-
ken and lacks direction. An-
other state rep says the deci-
sion-making process is in the 
hands of Republicans.

“The fact that we have to 
put teachers' pay raises on the 
backs of the people is a failure 
on Tallahassee’s leadership,” 
said state Rep. Shevrin Jones.  

“Year after year, bills have 
been filed to raise teachers’ 
pay, and the issue is continu-
ally ignored. The approach in 
Miami-Dade is not ideal, but 
I understand that something 
has to be done to ensure that 
we keep good talent in the 
county and retain those teach-
ers. Teachers are leaving the 
profession or our state at an 
alarming rate, and we as rep-
resentatives have to act swiftly 
to protect their economic dig-
nity,” said Jones.

Jones, a former educator, is 
involved in organizing a teach-
ers’ rally later this month in an 
effort to show unity and sup-
port for teacher and the public 
school system.

State Rep. Roy Hardemon 
said some of the problems are 
in the budget process in Talla-
hassee.

“When us Democrats get to 
the table to discuss the budget, 
the Republicans have already 
decided what is going to be 
done and who gets what,” said 
Hardemon.

“We are looking to try to 
increase the pay of all school-
teachers. It’s always a bad idea 
to raise property taxes, but if 
it means the life or death of 
a neighborhood, it has to be 
done.”

Other legislators, including 
Kionne McGhee and Sharon 
Pritchett, were contacted for 
this article numerous times 
but did not respond to either 
email or direct phone calls.

The referendum passed 
July 18 to put the question on 
the ballot but not before the 
school board voted to estab-
lish an oversight committee 
to monitor whatever plan is 
eventually put forth for in-
creases in teachers’ salaries ac-
tually get in the teacher’s pay-
checks. UTD and the school 
system will negotiate raises, 
under their collective bargain-
ing agreement.

 Miami-Dade is not alone 
in pushing property tax refer-
endums for public approval.  
Broward County is seeking to 
collect $93 million in a similar 
attempt to secure funds for 
teachers and extra school se-
curity personnel. While teach-
ers have gone on strike in West 
Virginia, Oklahoma and Ken-
tucky over discontent with pay 
and other issues.

According to the Florida 
Department of Education, 
the average salary for a certi-
fied Florida teacher is $45,723. 
Miami-Dade County public 
schools teachers’ yearly pay is 
approximately $55,588.

The average salary for a pub-
lic schoolteacher nationwide 
was $59,805 during the 2016-17 
academic year.

When UTD considered find-
ing a way to increase the sal-
aries of the 18,100 teachers in 
the Miami-Dade County Pub-
lic School district, they took a 
poll.

The poll showed results that 
many people in Miami-Dade 
would be willing to pay a lit-
tle more in taxes to give local 
teachers a raise.

With a sizable school bud-
get and tax base, Hernandez 
wonders why the Miami-Dade 
school district is not getting 
the funds it needs to provide a 
salary increase for its teachers.

Miami-Dade, like Orlando 
with its tourism trade and cor-
porate tax base, is the cash cow 
for Tallahassee. Of the property 
taxes collected in Miami-Dade 
County for education alone, 
only 10 percent returns to the 
county for the school district.  

Another factor could be the 
increased use of public funds 
to support private and charter 
schools, she said. The state 
legislator allotted  $419 million 
to public education but more 
than $200 million is being fun-
neled to charter schools.  The 
controversial law mandates 
and expands the use of public 
money for profit-based private 
and charter schools. The pub-
lic schools must supervise the 
charter schools.

Hardemon said that instead 
of funding the private schools 
out of public school dollars, 
each municipality could use 
the community development 
block grants.

The state is failing 
our schools, dade 
union rep says
Blames poor leadership in Tallahassee
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MDEAT’s seminar for 
small businesses

 The Miami-Dade Economic 
Advocacy Trust, on Aug. 1 and 
Aug. 2, will hold a small busi-
ness capitalization program to 
aid the small business com-
munity. The first seminar on 
Aug. 1 will take place at South 
Dade Regional Library, 10750 
SW 211th St. The second 
seminar, on Aug. 2, will take 
place at North Dade Region-
al Library, 2455 NW 183rd St. 
For more information, please 
visit www.miamidade.gov/
EconomicAdvocacyTrust.

GSCBWLA, others, host 
candidate forum 

Gwen S. Cherry Black 
Women Lawyers Association 
and other community organi-
zations will host a community 
Judicial Candidates Forum on 
6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 6. The 
forum will take place at the 
New Birth Baptist Cathedral of 
Faith International, 2300 NW 
135th St., in Miami. Each ju-
dicial candidate who is on the 
Aug. 28 primary election bal-
lot is invited to this forum. For 
more information, please con-
tact the president of GSCBW-
LA, Melba Pearson at info@
gscbwla.org.

Church helps 
residents find jobs

The Fountain Church will 
come together on Aug. 8 from 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. for the Ca-
reer Family Resource Fair. 
The event will be held at 4601 
NW 167th St. Residents of 
the community can expect 
to take advantage of the free 
resources offered at the fair. 
Those who wish to attend 
will need to fill out a registra-
tion form. To do so, please 

go to https://form.jotform.
com/81856809025160.

County to host disaster 
contract workshop

Miami-Dade County’s Small 
Business Development, a 
division of the Internal Ser-
vices Department, will host 
two workshops on Aug. 8 at 
the Miami International Air-
port, 2100 NW 42nd Ave. on 
the fourth level in terminal D. 
The workshops will include 
information on the emergency 
pool contracts for construc-
tion and goods and services, 
available after a disaster. The 
goods and services workshop 
will be from 9 a.m. – noon, and 
the construction workshop will 
be from 1 – 4 p.m. For more 
information, please call 305-
375-3111.

New information for 
Amazon job seekers

Amazon has now estab-
lished a new website where 
job seekers can look for the 
job opportunities that will be 
posted for the Amazon Ful-
fillment Center at the Carrie 
Meek International Business 
Park.That new website ad-
dress is http://www.amazon.
com/miamijobs. They can also 
sign-up to receive text mes-
sages via MIANOW to 77088.

An Overtown 
fundraising gala

The St. John Community 
Development Corporation will 
host its 18th annual Things 
Are Cooking in Overtown 
Fundraising Gala, starting at 
6:30 p.m. at Jungle Island on 
Friday, Aug. 24. For more in-
formation on the organization 
or to purchase tickets, call 
305-372-0682.
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North Miami Beach Com-
missioner Frantz Pierre cov-
ered his face with a white en-
velope when he turned himself 
over to authorities Wednesday 
morning, but that did not pro-
tect him from a slew of felony 
charges against him.

Pierre, the only Black com-
missioner on the dais, is being 
accused of accepting thou-
sands of dollars in exchange for 
his vote on a strip club in the 
city.

The commissioner was 
charged with seven counts of 
money laundering and one 
count of bribery, unlawful 
compensation, fraud and grand 

theft, according to his arrest af-
fidavit.

Authorities said Pierre solic-
ited money from Dean Tyler, 
the owner of Dean’s Gold, close 
to the time that his item would 
be placed on the agenda for his 
business in 2014. 

Tyler needed a special oper-
ational license to be able to sell 
alcoholic beverages between 
the hours of 4  and 6 a.m. He 
had to go before the commis-
sion to do so. Pierre voted 
against the item in September 
2013.

Per Pierre's request, from 
December 2013 to September 
2014, Tyler gave Pierre $12,500 
in check payments.

Pierre also instructed the en-
tertainment business owner to 

pay $9,865 to a nonprofit orga-
nization, Community Hope for 
Children and Families in Need, 
in April and June 2014.

He voted in favor of Tyler's 
item from 2014 to 2016.

Community Hope was sup-
posed to be doing business as 
an after-school program at Oak 
Grove Elementary School.  But 
according to the Miami-Dade 
State Attorney’s Office, neither 
the organization nor the ser-
vice actually exist.

“No one at Oak Grove El-
ementary School, including 
the principal, knew of any af-
ter-school program funded 
there by Commissioner Pierre,” 
said Katherine Fernandez 
Rundle, state attorney for Mi-
ami-Dade County. “In addition, 
no one at Oak Grove Elemen-
tary was aware of Community 
Hope as an organization.”

Some of that money was 

then funneled back to Pierre 
through the operator of Com-
munity Hope, Jacquelin Alexis, 
according to the arrest warrant.

Pierre's bond is set at $35,000.
The Haitian-American com-

missioner has been in his seat 
in North Miami Beach since 
2007.  

He is no stranger to contro-
versy.

The Miami-Dade Coun-
ty Commission on Ethics & 
Public Trust on May 24 ruled 
unanimously that Pierre ex-
ploited his position as a com-
missioner to threaten a code 
enforcement officer to avoid 
code violations.

North Miami Beach also at-
tempted on Feb. 22 to replace 
Pierre on the commission after 
he failed to show up to multi-
ple meetings. He returned to 
his seat after a judge’s ruling 
on May 2.

NMB's Frantz Pierre traded 
vote for strip club’s money 
City official is facing charges for 
fraud, bribery, money laundering

Miami Times photo/ Felipe Rivas 

Miami-Dade State Attorney Katherine Rundle Fernandez goes over the details of the state's case against North 
Miami Beach Commissioner Frantz Pierre at a press conference on Wednesday, July 25. 
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How do you feel about sending your 
child(ren) to a school that’s not graded? 

Geneva Smalls, 23
North Miami

I have brothers and a sister 
that I send off to school every 
day. I don’t really look at the 
school’s grade, but for a fact, 
I look at how they’re being 
treated and what they’re 
coming home telling me that 
they have learned in school 
that particular day.

Khadijah Wynter, 22
Miramar

I feel like I would want my 
child to go to a school that’s 
graded. That means the 
school is doing something 
right by them, which is why 
the kids are learning and 
passing their tests. I’d defi-
nitely look for an “A” school 
when it’s time to send my 
child to school.”

Cherlot Jean-Baptiste, 20
Miami Gardens

Whenever I have a child, I’m 
going to make sure I send 
him/her to a school that will 
educate them to their full 
potential. I wouldn’t want my 
child going to a school that is 
a “C” or below.

Ava Crawford, 59
Miramar

Well, it has its perks. For 
example, if I was to send my 
child to a “C” school, and his 
friend went to an “A” school, 
then he might get picked on 
for attending a school that is 
two grades lower. I do feel 
like the grading of schools 
should be stopped.

Albert Robinson, 63
Miami

A lot of people are always 
looking at the grade when 
it’s time to send their child 
to school. For me, I always 
looked at what school can I 
get my children into. I wasn’t 
paying attention to the grade 
of the school; I just wanted to 
make sure that my kids were 
learning and they always 
thought about furthering their 
education.

Evelyn Jenkins, 44
Miami

I’ve always sent my kids to 
my alma mater because it’s 
a family tradition. No matter 
what the grade of the school 
is, I know for sure my kids 
are learning because of the 
teachers’ efforts.

Octavio Jones/Tampa Bay Times/ via AP

In this Sunday, July 22 photo, Britany Jacobs, 25, consoles her 5-year-old son 
Markeis McGlockton Jr., during a vigil for his slain father Markeis McGlockton Sr., 28, 
while their cousin Mesha Gilbert, 26, left, looks on at Mt. Carmel Baptist Church in 
Clearwater, Fla.

TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press

An attorney for the fami-
ly of an unarmed Black man 
fatally shot by a white man 
in a Florida parking lot said 
Thursday that race is the 
reason no charges have been 
filed after the videotaped al-
tercation.

Attorney Benjamin Crump, 
who gained national promi-
nence representing the fami-
ly of Trayvon Martin after the 
Black teen's fatal shooting by 
a Hispanic man in 2012, said 
Michael Drejka committed 
``cold-blooded murder'' in 
the death of Markeis Mc-

Glockton outside a Clearwa-
ter convenience store on July 
19.

Drejka, 47, confronted Mc-
Glockton's girlfriend as she 
sat in the couple's car with 
two of their children, ages 3 
years and 4 months, because 
she was parked in a handi-
capped-accessible space. Mc-
Glockton, 28, had gone into 
the store with their 5-year-
old son.

Britany Jacobs said Drej-
ka was cursing at her. Video 
shows McGlockton exited 
the store and shoved Drejka 
to the ground. Seconds lat-
er, Drejka pulled a handgun 
and shot McGlockton as he 

backed away.
"We all know race is a fac-

tor in this case,'' Crump said 
at a news conference outside 
the Clearwater courthouse. 
Crump said that if McGlock-
ton was white and Drejka 
was Black, "does anyone 
doubt that he (Drejka) would 
have been arrested and taken 
to jail, if he would have not 
been shot right there in the 
parking lot?''

Pinellas County Sheriff 
Bob Gualtieri said last week 
that under Florida's "stand 
your ground'' law, Drejka 
was defending himself and 
Gualtieri doesn't believe he 
could be charged. He turned 
the case over to the state at-
torney's office for a final de-
cision. That office declined 

SEE RACE 6A

Parking lot shooting of man 
was ‘cold-blooded murder’
Race is the reason charges are not 
being filed, says attorney, Crump
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general, agri culture com-
missioner, chief financial 
officer, U.S. Senate, state 
Senate, District 38, U.S. 
representatives from Dis-
tricts 23, 24 and 27 and the 
Miami-Dade Commission, 
District 2 have been invit-
ed.

The second forum, at 6 
p.m. Aug. 15  at Florida Me-
morial University, in Miami 
Gardens, will be moderated 
by Melba Pearson, deputy 
director for the American 
Civil Liberties Union of 
Florida and former assis-
tant state attorney in Mi-
ami-Dade. 

Candidates invited to this 
forum include county and 
circuit court judicial can-
didates, state House Dis-
tricts 108, 198 and 112 and 
Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools, Districts 2 and 4. 

In addition to the can-
didate forums, The Miami 
Times publishes a voters’ 
guide, filled with candidate 
profiles, stories and inter-
esting facts about elections 
and voting. The guide will 
be distributed at both fo-
rums.

Garth Reeves Jr., The Mi-
ami Times’ vice president 

of Business Development 
said hosting political fo-
rums each election season 
is a way to engage the com-
munity while providing a 
valuable service. 

“The forums augment 
the trust-worthy informa-

tion available in The Miami 
Times and at miamitime-
sonline.com,” Reeves said. 
“We provide candidate pro-
files in our voters' guide 
and recommendations in 
the newspaper, however, 
readers appreciate that they 

get to hear directly from the 
candidates at the forums.”

On Tuesday, candidate for 
Florida Senate District 38, 
Jason Pizzo confirmed he 
will attend the Aug. 8 forum 
but wondered if his oppo-
nent, incumbent Daphne 

Campbell, will. Pizzo, a 
former state attorney, was 
one of six candidates who 
sought the seat in 2016 that 
was vacated by Gwen Mar-
golis. Campbell came out 
on top. This time around, 
the two Democrats will bat-

tle for the seat; no Repub-
lican mounted a challenge.

“The Miami Times Forum 
serves as an invaluable op-
portunity to observe each 
candidate’s ideas and ve-
racity,” Pizzo wrote in a text 
message.

RACE
CONTINUED FROM 5A

to comment Thursday.
Drejka did not answer a 

phone number listed for him 
Thursday and no attorney 
has come forward as his rep-
resentative.

Gualtieri, who is an attor-
ney, says Drejka told investi-
gators he feared he was about 
to be attacked again when he 
fired. Under the stand your 
ground law, people can use 
deadly force if they believe 

they are in imminent danger 
of death or great bodily harm 
and have no obligation to re-
treat. Under a change made 
by the Legislature last year, 
prosecutors must then prove 
the law doesn't apply.

The soundless store secu-
rity video shows the alter-
cation began about a minute 
after Jacobs pulled into the 
handicapped-accessible spot. 
She told reporters last week 
McGlockton had just picked 
her up from her job as a nurs-
ing assistant, the parking lot 
was busy and they were only 
stopping for a minute. Mc-

Glockton and his oldest son 
got out and entered the store.

Drejka pulled up in his 
SUV seconds later, park-
ing perpendicular to Jacobs. 
Drejka got out, walked to the 
back of Jacobs' car, looked at 
the license plate, and then 
went to the front, apparent-
ly looking for a handicapped 
sticker there. He appears to 
say something to Jacobs and 
points to two empty spaces 
nearby.

He then walked to Jacobs' 
window. He is speaking from 
about a foot away and ges-
turing with his hands. A man 

entering the store about 15 
feet away stops to look and a 
woman glances over.

McGlockton then exits the 
store, walks toward Drejka 
and, just as Jacobs gets out of 
the car, shoves Drejka with 
both hands. Drejka lands 
on his back and McGlock-
ton takes a step toward him. 
Drejka sits up, pulls his gun 
from his right front pocket 
and points it at McGlockton, 
who takes three steps back, 
his arms at his side. Drejka 
fires, hitting McGlockton, 
who runs back into the store 
clutching his chest. Witness-

es said he collapsed in front 
of his son, waiting inside.

Michael McGlockton, the 
dead man's father, told re-
porters his son was pro-
tecting his family when he 
shoved Drejka.

``Any man out there would 
have done the exact same 
thing.'' He said Drejka should 
have stood up and fought his 
son, not shot him.

Crump drew comparisons 
Thursday to the case of Mar-
tin, a 17-year-old Black youth 
who was fatally shot by 
George Zimmerman, a His-
panic man who was his Or-

lando-area neighborhood's 
watch captain. Zimmerman 
had confronted Martin, who 
was walking back to the 
home of his father's fiancee 
after making a purchase at a 
convenience store.

Zimmerman said he 
thought Martin might be a 
burglar casing homes. They 
fought and Zimmerman fa-
tally shot him. There were 
no eyewitnesses or videos. 
Zimmerman said he feared 
Martin, who was unarmed, 
was about to kill him and a 
jury acquitted him of sec-
ond-degree murder.
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NORIMITSU ONISHI
The New York Times

HARARE, Zimbabwe — 
Millions of Zimbabweans cast 
ballots on Monday in a gener-
al election that many hoped 
would earn the endorsement 
of Western governments and 
win economic assistance 
needed to repair decades of 
misrule under Robert Mug-
abe.

Long lines of enthusiastic 
voters formed at polling sta-
tions on the outskirts of Ha-
rare, the capital, before vot-
ing began at 7 a.m., following 
a peaceful campaign without 
the widespread violence, in-
timidation and fraud of pre-
vious elections. Election ob-
servers from Europe and the 
United States, long barred by 
Mr. Mugabe, joined local or-
ganizations in monitoring the 
vote.

“The election is OK, it’s 
taking place peacefully so 
far,” said Nyasha Simbo, who 
had just voted in Westlea, a 
middle-class neighborhood 
where the opposition has 
long had support. In the past 
two elections, Simbo added, 

she had sheltered friends 
fleeing violence at the hands 
of the ruling ZANU-PF party 
and the police.

The race for the top posi-
tion — pitting President Em-
merson Mnangagwa against 
the main opposition leader, 
Nelson Chamisa — was con-
sidered too close to call. Both 
candidates campaigned on 
pledges to improve the econ-
omy, create jobs and attract 
foreign investment.

By midday, voting ap-
peared to be going peaceful-
ly and turnout seemed high 
nationwide, according to the 
Zimbabwe Election Support 
Network, a private Zimba-
bwean organization that has 
deployed 6,500 observers 
across the country.

 “We have yet to receive 
the kind of reports of prob-
lems we used to get by this 
time from the rural con-
stituencies,” said Andrew 
Makoni, the organization’s 
chairman.

Makoni added that he was 
receiving word of trouble 
with voter rolls — people 
incapable of voting because 
they had not been registered, 

or registered at different lo-
cations. But he added that 
it was too soon to say how 
widespread the problems 
were, and whether they re-
sulted from logistical issues 
or fraud.

For Mnangagwa, 75, who 
rose to power after Mugabe 
was forced out in November, 
the vote presented an op-
portunity to gain legitimacy 
in the eyes of the people and 
the Western officials he has 
assiduously courted.

Though Mnangagwa 
served for decades as Mr. 
Mugabe’s enforcer, includ-
ing orchestrating the rigging 
of previous elections, he has 
presented himself as a break 
from the past — a pragmatist 
eager to mend relations with 
the West and make Zimba-
bwe business-friendly.

For Chamisa, 40, the elec-
tion was a chance to fulfill 
the goal of his predecessor, 
Morgan Tsvangirai, who 
died this year, to dislodge 
ZANU-PF, in power since 
liberation from white-mi-
nority rule in 1980. Chamisa 
earned recognition for his 
tenure as minister of infor-

mation, communication and 
technology in a government 
of national unity between 
2009 and 2013.

After Tsvangirai’s death, 
Chamisa outmaneuvered ri-
vals to become head of the 
Movement for Democratic 
Change Alliance.

Western governments have 

made clear that a free and 
fair election was a precondi  
tion for the possible resump-
tion of desperately sought 
loans from the International 
Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank and other international 
creditors.

Zimbabwe became a pari-
ah in the eyes of Western na-

tions in the early 2000s, after 
Mugabe championed the vi-
olent seizure of farms owned 
by the descendants of white 
settlers. Despite Mugabe’s 
attempts to cultivate China 
as an alternative source of 
assistance, Zimbabwe’s econ-
omy has continued to disin-
tegrate in recent years.

A  P E A C E F U L  V O T E  I N

Z I M B A B W E

Elections Monday was first ballot since Mugabe’s fall

Waiting to vote in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, on Monday. Turnout 
was high, though some fears of 
fraud remained.

Luis Tato/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

Associated Press 

The main opposition leader, Nelson Chamisa of the Movement for Democratic 
Change, before casting his vote.

VOTE 
#171
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of candidates who can only be 
described as big money and 
big establishment. 

Gillum is also behind in the 
polls.  He has just broken sin-
gle digits coming in at 10 per-
cent while his main contend-
er, Gwen Graham, has shot 
up to a 29 percent in most 
recent polls.

He also must contend with 
an FBI investigation within 
his City Hall in Tallahassee, 
which he has managed to 
stay clear from but lingers 
in the background.  

Gillum has convinced oth-
ers that he can make histo-
ry and edge out the field of 
Democrats in the primary 
and go on to beat a Republi-
can challenger.

“This is very possible,” 
said Quentin James, the 
founder and executive di-
rector of The Collective 
political action committee. 
“No doubt, this is a historic 
moment.”

“Building Black political 
power” is the sole, unbash-
ful purpose of The Collec-
tive PAC.

Not only has the politi-
cal environment changed 
since 1918, it has changed 
drastically since 2016, said 
James. And the possibility 
of electing, not just Gillum, 
but other Black governors is 
a strong possibility.

The Collective is support-
ing the candidacy of eight 
Black prospective governors 
across the nation. There are 
no Black governors current-
ly. 

“We learned in 2016 that 
most of these polls are 
wrong,” said James. He 
said most of those polls are 
based on 625 registered vot-
ers whereas their internal 
polling is modeled after the 
electoral base, which is ex-

pected to come out to vote 
on primary day. 

“He [Gillum] has been 
flying under the radar,” said 
James. “What we found in 
our polling is that he is the 
most progressive candi-
date.”

James compared the Flori-
da race to what happened in 
Georgia.

Stacey Abrams, who even-
tually won the Democratic 
primary for governor, was 
said to be in a close race 
with her opponent who was 
a white female. 

“They said she was only 
ahead by five or eight points, 
but she won by a 50-point 
margin,” cited James.  “The 
polls are wrong. I think he 
[Gillum] is in a stronger po-
sition than what the polls 
are saying.”

Gillum's campaign may 
want to take some notes 
from the Democratic pri-
mary success of Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortes in New York, 
who unseated a big money 
and big establishment pow-
erhouse.  Her opponent, 
Congressman Joe Crowley, 
was poised to take the lead-
ership of the Congressio-
nal Democrats from Nancy 
Pelosi when Ocasio-Cortes 
snatched the crown from 
his head with a jaw-break-
ing victory.  The 28-year-old 
political novice unseated 

Crowley who won 10 con-
secutive elections for the 
seat, had the blessings of 
the party establishment and 
outspent Ocasio-Cortes in 
the same way Gillum’s op-
ponents are outspending 
him.

Gillum spokesman Geoff 
Burgan said there are no 
plans for Gillum to stump 
with Ocasio-Cortes, but he 
has been active on her social 
media platform.

"I am the only non-mil-
lionaire running in this 
race," Gillum is known to 
say at the numerous debates 
and stump speeches.  Ac-
cording to the Florida Di-
vision of Elections,  Chris 
King has posted $2.3 million 
in donations and $4 million 
in loans to his campaign as 
of July 20.  Gwen Graham 
has cash contributions of 
$3.8 million.

Real estate developer Jeff 
Greene is a billionaire who 
is funding his campaign, 
while Philip Levine and 
King are both millionaires 
who have the advantage of 
lending their campaigns 
millions of dollars.

Greene has donated $7 
million to his campaign and 
has loaned his campaign 
$6.5 Million since entering 
the race on June 1. Levine 
has made nearly $12 million 
in loans to his campaign and 

has collected more than $2 
million in cash contribu-
tions.

Gillum has raised just over 
$1.5 million in cash con-
tributions mostly through 
small donations and has 
given no loans to his cam-
paign. Gillum is certainly 
behind in raising funds for 
his campaign but has set up 
a statewide political com-
mittee called Forward Flor-
ida.  These bigger-money 
donors are listed on his site 
and include supporters such 
as George Soros. For Gillum, 
the effect of having a PAC 
helps to overcome the big-
buck funding of his oppo-
nents.

“Our contributions will 
not close the funding gap 
completely,” said James.

Graham, a former con-
gresswoman and Democrat-
ic candidate who could be 
considered the establish-
ment candidate, has taken 
issue with what she calls the 
use of “dark money,” a term 
applied to political funding 
which is not reported to 
the Florida election bureau.  
Graham, who is currently 
in the lead in the traditional 
polls with nearly 29 percent, 
has called for full disclosure 
of donors.

James said all of the con-
tributors to his PAC also di-
rectly contribute to Florida 
Forward, which addresses 
the issue of transparency.

James says most of the 
PAC funds have been spent 
on ads.

“Our ads have primari-
ly been negative ads,” said 
James, who anticipates more 
than $2.5 million coming in 
before the election.  “This is 
not a personal attack … We 
are showing candidates’ re-
cord and where they are at 
on these issues.”

A WINNING STRATEGY
Gillum has been criss-

crossing the state but seems 

to spend a good deal of time 
in South Florida.  

Getting out the vote of 
young people and people 
of color – especially Black 
women – could be a de-
termining factor. To that 
end, Gillum’s campaign has 
reached out in an inclusive 
effort to small, politically 
active organizations based 
in urban centers. Uplifting 
and defending minorities 
and historically neglected 
groups by eliminating polit-
ical, economic and social in-
equities are the hallmarks of 
progressive candidates.

Democrats outnumber 
Republicans statewide but 
have not been able to muster 
together a coalition of party 
members and nonaffiliated 
voters to win the governor’s 
seat for more than 20 years.

Minorities make up the 
largest share of Florida 
Democrats at 45 percent, ac-
cording to  Susan MacManus 
in a recent article in Sayfie 
Review.  And 82 percent of 
Florida’s Black population 
are registered as Democrats.

In addition, the majority 
of Florida’s registered Dem-
ocrats live in seven coun-
ties:  Broward, Miami-Dade, 
Palm Beach, Hillsborough, 
Orange, Duval and Pinellas.

“People of color make up 
the majority of Democratic 
voters in Florida. We have 
the numbers,” writes An-
drea Mercado, director of 
the New Florida Vision PAC 
in an open letter to the com-
munity.   “Too often candi-
dates like Gillum get lost 
in the pack of millionaire 
self-funded campaigns.” 

As part of its strategy to 
make a historic win for Gil-
lum, the PAC is reaching out 
to Black, Latino and Haitian 
“infrequent” voters via a 
door-to-door, text and social 
media campaign.  

The PAC’s efforts are mir-
rored by several other grass-
roots, progressive organiza-

tions in South Florida and 
across the state.

Organizations such as 350 
Action, Working Families 
Party, Indivisible, Democ-
racy for America, Next Up 
Victory Fund, Progressive 
Change Campaign Commit-
tee, Our Revolution, Nation-
al Nurses United, NextGen 
America, Moms Demand 
Action for Gun Sense in 
America, FLIC Votes and 
the New Florida Majori-
ty will be actively bringing 
people to the polls.

“This is about turnout,” 
acknowledges James. “If 
that electoral looks a lot 
Browner he wins; if not, 
his chances are going to be 
tight. If we turn them out to 
vote on Aug. 28, we will be 
on our way to electing the 
first Black governor of Flor-
ida.”

The Gillum family



MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM | AUGUST 1-7, 2018
11The Miami Times

MARIA SACCHETTI
The Washington Post

The Trump administration 
is facing a new challenge to 
its controversial separation of 
thousands of migrant children 
from their parents, with law-
yers arguing that those families 
have not had adequate oppor-
tunity to seek asylum in the 
United States.

A federal judge in California 
has ordered the government to 
reunite the families — a pro-
cess that is ongoing — and is 
weighing whether to extend a 
limited ban on deportations so 
parents can consult with attor-
neys and consider their chil-
dren’s options.

But a new proposed class-ac-
tion lawsuit, the subject of an 
emergency hearing Tuesday in 
U.S. District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, goes further, 
saying many of the 2,600 chil-
dren taken from their parents 
never had a chance to go before 
a judge or immigration officer. 
Parents who appeared for such 
hearings, the lawsuit says, were 
often “too distraught” by the 
separations to properly make 
their case.

“We’re not arguing that all 
these children and parents 
should be given asylum . . . just 
the right to apply for asylum,” 
said Justin Bernick of Hogan 
Lovells, which filed the suit 
on behalf of six children from 
Central America. “Some will 
qualify for asylum and some 
won’t. But they should still be 
entitled to their day in court.”

Justice Department lawyers 
oppose the stay, saying that 
parents who had the chance 
to pursue asylum separately 
in immigration detention, and 
lost, can now exercise their 
rights to be deported with their 
children.

“Absent a severing of paren-
tal rights, those parents are en-
titled to act on behalf of their 
children in litigation — includ-
ing by seeking reunification 
and departure from the Unit-
ed States as a family unit rath-
er than separate immigration 
proceedings for the parent and 
child,” lawyers said in court fil-
ings.

But the children’s attorneys 
said the family separations de-
prived their clients of the right 
to be interviewed or share vital 
information germane to their 
parents’ asylum cases. They 
said the children, who became 
“unaccompanied” minors after 
the separations, should have 
been entitled to a broader array 
of rights under the law, includ-
ing a full review of their cases.

About 1,000 parents of sepa-
rated children have final depor-
tation orders, although fewer 
than 400 are in immigration 
detention and therefore eli-
gible to be sent home quickly, 
Justice Department lawyers 
said last week. Hundreds more 
have been released in the Unit-
ed States to await travel doc-
uments or because they have 
been reunited with their chil-
dren and the government has 
no more space in its family de-
tention centers.

Because children are only 
allowed to remain in those 
centers for 20 days, the law-
suit could lead to the release of 
children and parents to await 
immigration proceedings that, 
if their claims are found to 
have merit, could stretch on for 
months or years. Parents who 
initially lost asylum cases while 
separated from their children 
could try to reopen their cases.

In the complaint, lawyers say 
the separations violated the 
Fifth Amendment right to due 
process, among other rights. 
They urge U.S. District Judge 
Paul L. Friedman to impose a 
temporary restraining order 
barring deportations until the 
asylum claims are finished and 
order new asylum interviews 
for parents “that are free from 
the distress of family separa-
tion.”

The plaintiffs include a 
10-year-old girl from Guate-
mala who said her grandfather 

sexually abused her and threat-
ened to kill her and her moth-
er, and a 12-year-old Honduran 
boy who said gangs threatened 
his and his mother’s lives.

Attorneys say parents and 
children are entitled to individ-
ual asylum proceedings under 

federal law. In the past, some 
families have gone through the 
proceedings together, but attor-
neys say the Trump adminis-
tration interrupted this process 
through the zero-tolerance pol-
icy it rolled out in the spring. 
Parents were prosecuted for il-
legally crossing the border and 
then detained in immigration 
facilities for deportation pro-
ceedings. 

Lawsuit: Families separated need more time
The 2,600 children taken never had 
a chance to go before immigration

A woman, identified only 
as Maria, is reunited with 
her son Franco, 4, at the El 
Paso International Airport 
on July 26. They were sep-
arated for one month. 

Joe Raedle/Getty Images



MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM | AUGUST 1-7, 2018
12 The Miami Times

THE 
TRUCK 
STOPS 
HERE

Earnest Parker Jr. wanted to go to college, but his 
parents did not have the money. Now he is earning 
more money than many college graduates — by 
owning and driving trucks. 

After five years of steady work and savings, Parker amassed 
enough money in his 401(k) retirement plan — with the help of 
his employer, who matched his contributions — to buy his first 
truck. He put down $3,000 on a  $100,000 W900 Kenworth.

Parker bought a second truck, a Freightliner Century, for 
$30,000 in November 2017. He jokes that his fleet “grew by 

100 percent.”
Working near Statesville, N.C., just north of Charlotte, Parker 

does not believe his lack of a degree has held him back. “For the 
money that I’m making, I probably wouldn’t be doing too much 
better even if I did go to college,” he said.

After paying all expenses, Parker takes home about $750 per 
week (roughly $39,000 per year). 

“I’m pretty happy,” he said. “Everybody always feels they could 
get a little more, but I look at what I can provide for my family, 
and I’m really not in need.” 

Parker can provide hope to the growing number of Americans 
SEE TRUCK 16B

He found good work without a degree 

DAN HOLLY 
Urban News Service

“I’m pretty happy. 

Everybody always 

feels they could get 

a little more, but I 

look at what I can 

provide for my fami-

ly, and I’m really 

not in need.” 

“
Earnest Parker Jr.

Parker
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National anthem policy 
comes to a screeching halt
NFL, players union seeking solutions before season startsHike comes as unlimited data plan deals, other 

promotions begin to cool off

Cellphone bills getting 
more expensive

FELIPE RIVAS
frivas@miamitimesonline.com

The construction industry 
is helping keep South Flori-
da’s economy in a solid state, 
and Florida International 
University wants to help job 
seekers of low resources cash 
in on the myriad of jobs avail-
able in the field. 

The Moss School of Con-
struction, Infrastructure, and 
Sustainability of FIU’s Col-
lege of Engineering and Com-
puting is set to offer a certifi-
cate program on Construction 
Trades beginning this August. 
Construction jobs in South 
Florida are in high demand. 

In May, The Bureau of La-
bor Statistics reported that 
constructions jobs in South 
Florida saw the largest over-
the-year increase, with more 
than 10,000 jobs added to the 
workforce. Yet, many devel-
opers are experiencing proj-
ect delays due to a shortage of 
qualified workers.

The program is designed 
for job seekers of low resourc-
es, those who live below the 

federal poverty line, and want 
to break into the construc-
tion industry. The 10-week 
course will allow participants 
to learn the basis of different 
trades, including masonry, 
plumbing, carpentry, HVAC 
and electrical systems.

The program will help 
those interested in the con-
struction field break negative 
stigmas about working in the 
industry, explained instruc-
tor and senior program coor-
dinator, Victoria Tomas. “We 
want to reach out to the com-
munity and prepare them to 
find better employment,” she 
said. 

For many construction 
jobs, no high school diploma 
or college degree is needed, 
but workers need to have 
basic certifications and ex-
perience with different tools 
and equipment in order to be 
hired. In the 10 weeks, partic-
ipants will learn construction 
math, proper machinery and 
tool handling, as well as inter-
view training and how to im-
prove communication skills. 

SEE TRADE 16B

CONSTRUCTING A TRADE
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM TO START AT FIU TO HELP JOB SEEKERS BREAK INTO THE BOOMING CONSTRUCTION FIELD

Miami Times Photos/ Felipe Rivas

The program is designed for those wishing to enhance their trade skills. 



MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM | AUGUST 1-7, 2018
13The Miami Times

THE MIAMI T IMES  | AUGUST 1-7, 2018  | MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM

Sports Football | Basketball | Baseball
Track & Field | Golf | Tennis | Stats & Scores

13

Win third time in a row for 
Florida Memorial athletes

Photos courtesy of FMU

Six FMU 
teams 
named 
NAIA 

Scholars 

The National Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics awarded six of the 
school’s sports teams for the 2017-18 
academic year. 

Of Florida Memorial University’s 
eight sports teams, six teams were 
named NAIA Scholar-Teams.

“To have 6 out of 8 teams perform 
well aligns with FMUs vision and ath-
letic mission, to be a model program 
both academically and athletically,” a 
statement from the university read. 

Percy Caldwell, director of Athletics 
at Florida Memorial University, attri-
butes its success to athletic coaches 
who recruit good students. 

“Our ultimate goal is that our Grade 
Point Average (GPA) rises above our 
general student body,” said Caldwell. 
“In my 38 years as an athletics admin-
istrator, I have never had six teams win 
in one year,” he added.

Yulianna Charris, originally from 
Venezuela, has maintained a 4.0 for 
four semesters and is about to enter 
her junior year at Florida Memorial 
University. She plays volleyball. 

“There are two things that help me 
win. My faith and my family and the 
hope that I will be with them again one 
day,” said Charris.

The university offers eight collegiate 
sports programs, including men/wom-
en’s basketball, men/women soccer, 
men/women’s track and field, baseball 
and volleyball. 

For a team to be considered for the 
NAIA Scholar-Team award, it must 
have a minimum 3.0-GPA (on a 4.0 
scale). The team GPA’s includes all 
eligible varsity student-athletes.

The National Association of Intercol-
legiate Athletics gave 1,862 teams the 
distinction for Scholar-Teams.

“Florida Memorial University con-
tinues to have a high percentage of its 
teams receive the NAIA Scholar Team 
Award, as at least six Lions’ teams 
earned the honor for the third straight 
academic year. This is a team award 
that embodies what it means to be true 
student-athletes, and FMU’s programs 
have once again achieved at a high lev-
el both academically and athletically in 
2017-18,” said Kelli Briscoe, champion-
ship event manager, NAIA.

FMU’s teams GPAs
Soccer Men’s 3.64
Volleyball Women’s 3.48
Basketball Women’s - Division II 3.36
Indoor Track & Field Women’s 3.33
Outdoor Track & Field Women’s 3.33

Yulianna Charris, 
Florida Memorial 
University business 
major and volleyball 
champion.

Florida Memorial 
University’s men’s soccer 
team has an average GPA 
of 3.64.
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JENNY ZIEGLER
Miami Times Contributor 

The NFL and its owners 
thought that they had put a 
nice little bow on the anthem 
policy controversy.   

At the NFL spring meeting 
between the league and its 
owners back in May, a new 
anthem policy was unoffi-
cially voted on and approved. 
The new policy allowed play-
ers and/or team personnel 
to remain in the locker room 
during the playing of the 
national anthem. However, 
if they came onto the field 
during this time, they were 
required to show the appro-
priate respect for the flag.    

Kind of an out-of-sight, out-
of-mind type resolution.

But, this did not sit well 
with the NFL Players Associ-
ation, nor its players, as in the 
coming months they would 
file a grievance against the 
league on behalf of all play-
ers.  

Earlier this month, the as-
sociation released the follow-
ing statement:

NFLPA statement: 
The union’s claim is that 

this new policy, imposed by 
the NFL’s governing body 
without the consultation with 
the NFLPA, is inconsistent 
with the collective bargaining 
agreement and infringes on 
player rights.

The proverbial bow wasn’t 

as secure as the league 
thought.  And, the uncomfort-
able conversations regarding 
racial injustices would have 
to resume.  The would have 
to discuss the real reasons 
behind why the players were 
taking a knee — police bru-
tality against people of col-
or, social injustice and racial 
inequality.  Issues that have 
dominated sports headlines 
since 2016; causing division, 
fan alienation and angst for 
some sponsors.  

Then on Thursday, The 
Associated Press leaked the 
news of the Miami Dolphins’ 
potential disciplinary policy 
for continued anthem pro-
tests. 

According to a nine-page 
document confidentially ob-
tained by the AP, the Dol-
phins proposed a four-game 
suspension and/or possible 
fines for any player choosing 
to protest during the playing 
of the national anthem.   

Now, the proverbial bow 
has fallen off.  Damage has 
been done.  

The Dolphins were widely 
criticized by fans and players 
for its insensitive policy.     

Five hours after this leak, 
the NFL put a halt on the 
league-wide policy.  

In a joint statement, the 
NFL and the NFLPL an-
nounced that all rules relat-
ed to national anthem policy 
have been put on hold until 

such time that both sides can 
come to an agreement on go-
ing forward.  

The NFL and NFLPA is-
sued a statement, which is 
partially quoted:

“The NFL and NFLPA, 
through recent discussions, 
have been working on resolu-
tion to the anthem issue.  In 
order to allow this construc-
tive dialogue to continue, 
we have come to a standstill 
agreement on the NFLPA’s 
grievance and the NFL’s an-
them policy. No new rules 
relating to the anthem will 
be issued or enforced for 
the next several weeks while 
these confidential discus-

sions are ongoing.”  
Franchise owner Stephen 

Ross tried to undo some of 
the damage. On Friday, he re-
leased a statement, citing the 
new policy “was just a place-
holder, as we haven’t made a 
decision on what we would 
do if anything at this point.”

Ross had said that the NFL 
asked the team to submit 
their ‘‘overall discipline pol-
icy” before rookies report-
ed to camp in a few weeks. 
And team officials included 
the “conduct detrimental to 
the club” language only as a 
placeholder until the league 
and players union could re-
solve the issue.  

Too little, too late—was 
Ross’ explanation. Players 
took to Twitter to speak their 
mind on the lack of support 
for the real issue at hand, 
which is to protest police 
brutality against people of 
color. 

With the NFL preseason 
coming around and all poli-
cies suspended pending ne-
gotiations – can both sides 
(NFL & NFLPA) come to an 
agreement that will make all 
the sides happy – NFL, NFL-
PA, players, owners, advertis-
ers and fans?  

Not hardly, considering the 
movement began almost two 
years ago, and they have yet 

to find a mutually satisfactory 
resolution. 

First, the NFL and its own-
ers need to acknowledge that 
the peaceful protests are 
not about the flag. They are 
not about disrespecting our 
country, nor our military that 
fight for our freedom—but for 
liberty and justice for ALL.  
Then and only then can a di-
alog begin on how the league 
can aid in support of a cause 
and its players (70 percent of 
whom are people of color).   

That’s a lot of “field” to 
cover in such a short period 
of time.  

The NFL season officially 
kicks off on Sept. 6. 

National anthem policy 
comes to a screeching halt
NFL and players union seeking solutions 
before the next football season starts

Chris Trotman/Getty Images Sport/Getty Images

Dolphins Michael Thomas and Kenny Stills place hands on heart while kneeling during the playing of the 
national anthem.

TheZIEGLER
REPORT
JENNY ZIEGLER, Miami Times Contributor
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Cellphone bills 
getting more

expensive

Nick Statt 
The Verge

 
Following a year of intense competition as U.S. telecoms raced 

to one-up each other on new unlimited data plans, the promotional 
benefits are beginning to dry up. Cell carriers are now pulling back 
on deals to try to shore up revenue to offset the cost of large mergers 
and acquisitions and network upgrades.

According to a consumer price index for wireless service put to-
gether by the U.S. Labor Department, the cost of a cell plan rose by 
0.3 percent in June 2018 from the same time a year ago, as reported 
by The Wall Street Journal July 20. That’s the first price increase the 
index has recorded in two years.

The primary price increase method for U.S. telecoms is upping 
the cost of unlimited data plans, which already come with built-in 
restrictions like data caps that, when exceeded, throttle a customer’s 
bandwidth speeds. Nearly every major carrier now offers multiple 
“unlimited” data plans, all of which use the marketing benefit of the 
term “unlimited” without actually offering customers limitless access 
to high-speed LTE service. Just last week, Sprint introduced a new 

SEE BILLS 16B

Hike comes as unlimited data plan 
deals, other promotions begin to cool 

To hold on to  
customers and attract 

 new ones while 
simultaneously keeping  

a handle on network  
load, carriers  

are increasing  
prices and trying  

to get customers to  
use less data. 

According to trade 
association CTIA, 

about 95 percent of 
all adults in the U.S. 
own a cellphone and 

used a combined 15.7 
billion gigabytes of 

data in 2017, a nearly 
fourfold increase from 

three years ago.

“

NATT GARUN
The Verge

 
If you don’t remember Snap-

cash, don’t worry — on August 
30th, Snap will discontinue its 
peer-to-peer money transfer ser-
vice that launched at the height 
of the messaging app’s popularity.

Snapcash was announced back 
in 2014 when Instagram has yet to 
steal Snap’s users with the disap-
pearing stories format, and Ven-
mo was one of few apps you could 
use to send money to friends. 

Today, Snapchat is struggling 
to grow its user base against Ins-
tagram, and companies like Goo-
gle, Facebook, Apple, and Zelle 
have begun offering their own 
services for transferring money 

to contacts. 
In a statement to Techcrunch, 

Snap confirmed Snapcash’s shut-
down. “Snapcash was our first 
product created in partnership 
with another company – Square. 
We’re thankful for all the Snap-
chatters who used Snapcash 
for the last four years and for 
Square’s partnership.”

Though Snap didn’t specify 
why it’s shutting down Snap-
cash, it’s likely that the service 
never quite took off as Venmo 
continued to grow while Google 
and Apple began adding a sim-
ilar feature to their respective 
mobile OS. Techcrunch’s report 
also notes that Snapcash seems 
to be associated with some erot-
ic content online, with some 

Twitter users advertising sexu-
ally explicit photos in exchange 
for Snapcash payments. Addi-
tionally, Snap’s track record for 
security hasn’t exactly been en-
ticing for users to trust it with 
personal information.

The company has been busy 
trying to boost revenue and 
user growth by adding a rede-
sign that makes the app more 
web-friendly and a releasing 
second generation Spectacles 
that shoots videos compatible 
for viewing outside Snapchat. 
The hope, Snap says, is to grow 
beyond the core mobile app — 
and we’ll see just how well those 
efforts amount to when the com-
pany announces its next earnings 
report on Aug. 7.

Snap has plans to shut down Snapcash app
The peer-to-peer payment service will disappear on Aug. 30
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unlimited plan with 
better benefits and 
a higher price, and 
it made the existing 
unlimited plan worse 
for the money in a 
bid to incentivize 
people to upgrade.

There is a reason 
for the price increas-
es that goes beyond 
telecoms wanting to 
improve their bot-
tom lines. According 
to trade association 
CTIA, about 95 per-
cent of all adults in 
the U.S. own a cell-
phone and used a 

combined 15.7 billion 
gigabytes of data in 
2017, a nearly four-
fold increase from 
three years ago.

To hold on to cus-
tomers and attract 
new ones while si-
multaneously keep-
ing a handle on net-
work load, carriers 
are increasing prices 
and trying to get cus-
tomers to use less 
data. T-Mobile does 
this by exempting 
streaming video on 
its network so long 
as a customer agrees 
to watch the video 
at a lower resolu-
tion, a move called 
zero-rating that has 
rankled net neutrali-

ty advocates who see 
it as a form of net-
work prioritization. 
AT&T and Verizon 
have followed suit.

Then there are ad-
ministrative fees, a 
widely detested and 
largely ambiguous 
line item tacked onto 
U.S. customers’ bills 
that let telecoms 
charge for things 
like “cell site main-
tenance and inter-
connection between 
carriers.” At least, 
that’s how AT&T put 
it when it more than 
doubled its fee from 
$0.76 to $1.99 last 
month.

While perhaps 
trivial to some cus-

tomers on a month-
ly basis, the costs 
do add up and are 
projected to earn 
AT&T an additional 
$800 million in an-
nual revenue. Given 
that AT&T just spent 
$85 billion acquir-
ing Time Warner, 

the company cer-
tainly has revenue 
to recoup. Sprint 
also raised its admin 
fee earlier this year, 
though it went large-
ly unnoticed, in part 
because it was only a 
25 percent increase, 
from $1.99 to $2.50.

CM@RISK INVITATION TO BID

Jackson Health System ACC East Elevator Modernization and 
AHU Replacement
02-Project Number: T1.001.00
03-Contract Documents: Bid documents can be downloaded from 
below DROPBOX link: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/1p454ldkrfx7ea8/
AACZuJQFICcGvWAbd_bCMVSma?dl=0

THIS PROJECT IS BEING SET ASIDE FOR SBE FIRMS ONLY. 
ALL OTHER FIRMS NOT CERTIFIED AS SBE WITH MIAMI DADE 
COUNTY ARE DEEMED NON ELIGIBLE.

04-Project description and scope includes, but is not limited to:
Replacement of existing AHU and associated MEP equipment at the ACC 
East building, including removal of abandoned mechanical equipment. 
Additional scope will include CMU and structural modifications of new 
and existing openings for future equipment access through installation 
of hollow metal doors as well as refinishing existing walls with stucco 
and painting. New Drywall Partitions to create an enclosure around the 
Elevator Machinery Room. Installation of new grate stairs. Re-roofing 
of existing roof @ the penthouse area. 

05-Project address: 
1611 SW 12th Avenue, Miami FL 33136

07-All bidders must submit one (1) set of the Proposal within the 
sealed envelope. Bid submission must 
Include:
 •

 •

 •

 •
 •

 • 

08-Deliver Sealed Bids To:     
Teodoro (Theo) Carrasco
Jackson Health System
Jackson Medical Towers
1500 N.W. 12th Avenue, Suite 814
Miami, Florida 33136
Office: 305-585-8291

09-Non - Mandatory Site Visit: 
August 14, 2018 at 10AM EST 
Pre-bid conference will be held at Jackson Health, FD&C Trailers/
Chiller Room 1611 NW 12 Ave. Miami, FL 33136

10-RFI: RFI’s must be submitted in writing to LEE Construction 
Group, Inc. no later than:
August 17, 2018 end of business day. Send to Eric Santos esantos@
leecgi.com and Felecia Batson fbatson@leecgi.com

Your own letter head proposal including breakdown & 
exclusions, if any:
Bidders will need to account for responsible wages and 
county fees, such as, UAP and OIG (Approximately 2.25% 
of your bid cost).
Direct Purchase Orders  will be exercised as requested by 
Jackson Health System
Attached LEE Construction Bid Sheet.
Scopes with amounts in excess of $200,000 will require 
an add alternate line item for a Performance and Payment 
bond.
Bid deadline is NO later than 2:30PM on August 27, 
2018.

TRUCK
CONTINUED FROM 12B

who cannot afford to attend 
college. He is playing his 
cards right, said Michael 
Walden, a professor of eco-
nomics at North Carolina 
University.

While many young peo-
ple stress out about college 
debt and struggle to find 
jobs, many industries – like 
trucking – have good-pay-
ing jobs and are begging for 
workers. There are some 
50,000 open positions for 
truck drivers, according 
to the American Trucking 
Association. It projects the 
driver shortage to grow to 
more than 174,000 unfilled 
jobs by 2026.

Not every young per-
son needs to go to college, 

Walden said.
“Skilled craft jobs -- par-

ticularly in construction, 
as well as jobs in trans-
portation – are expected 
to increase by 600,000 to 
700,000 positions in the 
next decade,” Walden told 
the Urban News Service. 
“On top of that, many of 
the current [job] holders 
are older and will be retir-
ing. Many of these jobs can 
pay a ‘middle-class salary’ – 
$40,000 and over – and re-
quire two-year community 
college training or on-the-
job training.”

The average truck driver 
in the U.S. earns $79,565, 
according to Indeed.com. 
Its salary estimates, the 
website said,  “are based on 
1,113,184 salaries, submitted 
anonymously to Indeed by 
truck driver employees, us-
ers, and collected from past 

and present job advertise-
ments on Indeed in the past 
36 months.”

By contrast, recent col-
lege graduates who major 
in education earn $34,981 
and those who studied 
communications earn 
$47,047, according to a re-
cent study by National As-
sociation of Colleges and 
Employers.  Those who 
studied engineering earned 
the most right out of col-
lege: $64,981—still almost 
$15,000 less than truck 
drivers. Over time, college 
graduates eventually out-
earn nongraduates, studies 
show. Still, those studies 
measure gross pre-tax in-
come and, generally, do not 
adjust for repayment of col-
lege and graduate-school 
debt.

Walden, who examined 
the future job market in his 

book, “North Carolina Be-
yond the Connected Age: 
The Tar Heel State in 2050,” 
pointed out that even those 
who start college don’t al-
ways finish. “One-third of 
entering college students 
never graduate, some be-
cause they are not interest-
ed in college work,” he said. 
“The skilled craft jobs are 
an excellent alternative.”

And, of course, many stu-
dents never finish college – 
but still, have the debt.

The hiring projection for 
college grads has decreased 
for the first time in eight 
years in 2018, according to 
the National Association 
of Colleges and Employers. 
And the average outstand-
ing balance on student 
loans rose from $9,400 in 
1993 to $28,950 in 2014, ac-
cording to The Institute for 
College Access & Success, 

a national nonprofit that 
works to make college more 
affordable.

Meanwhile, as many col-
lege students worry about 
finding a job and stress over 
debt, some industries that 
do not require a college de-
gree are begging for work-
ers. The most recent report 
of the American Trucking 
Associations concludes that 
the trucking industry has a 
shortage of about 51,000 
qualified drivers – “the 
highest level ever record-
ed,” the report states.

Struggling to find good 
drivers is a fact of life for 
trucking companies, said 
Lewis Guignard, owner of 
Gray Rock, the company 
that employs Parker. “It’s 
not terrible, but it’s annoy-
ing,” he said.

Guignard doesn’t think 
the industry is quite as 

desperate for drivers as 
the trucking organization 
makes it out to be, and he 
thinks government overreg-
ulation artificially inflates 
the shortage.

But Guignard – whose du-
ties include contracting for 
the cargo moved by 35 driv-
ers, including Parker - won-
ders why more people do 
not pursue careers as truck 
drivers rather than piling 
up student loan debt. All it 
takes to work for Gray Rock 
is to be 21 years old, have 
a commercial drivers’ li-
cense, one-year experience 
as a truck driver and a clean 
driving record, he said.

Pay is based on the num-
ber of miles driven, but the 
average non-owner driver 
can expect to earn almost 
$1,000 per week, and pay 
is rising, Guignard said. He 
said he doesn’t know if any 

of his drivers have college 
degrees because he doesn’t 
ask.

“There’s a lot of blue-col-
lar jobs that, honestly, pay a 
lot better than a lot of col-
lege jobs these days,” said 
Guignard. “If the purpose 
of going to college is to get 
a good job and support your 
family, you can do that with 
a career in trucking.”

Drivers can advance from 
driving for someone else to 
being an owner-operator 
to owning more than one 
truck, Guignard explained. 
Trucks take about a decade 
to pay off. When drivers 
own multiple trucks they 
can easily clear more than 
$2,000 a week, he said.

Driving a truck has its dis-
advantages. Parker, who has 
four kids, acknowledged 
that he has missed a lot of 
their basketball games and 

other events while on the 
road.

But drivers can avoid 
even that if they play their 
cards right. Tyris Bailey 
started out as a driver at 
age 24, became an own-
er-operator at 33, and now, 
at 44, owns three trucks. 
He also works out of Gray 
Rock’s office as the compa-
ny’s safety director.

Bailey attended commu-
nity college for two years 
but never got a four-year 
degree. He seems conflict-
ed about college. Asked if 
he regrets not finishing, 
Bailey said, “In hindsight, I 
wish I did. I look at things 
and think I probably could 
have been more advanced. 
... but I might be alright. I 
have friends who have mas-
ter’s degrees and they’re 
doing the same I’m doing – 
owning trucks.”

Photo courtesy of Ernest Parker

Drivers can advance from driving for someone else to being an owner-operator to owning more than 
one truck.

TRADE
CONTINUED FROM 12B

At the completion of this 
program, participants will 
graduate with various cer-
tificates useful for landing 
entry-level job positions. 

“I want to get to en-
hance my trade skill set,” 
said Cyril Andrews, one 
of the participants already 
enrolled in the upcoming 
program, who is employed, 
but wants to improve his 
economic situation. “The 
better the skill set that 
you have to offer, the more 
money they can offer you.”

FIU has partnered with 
Community Work and 

Training Program INC 
(CWTP) based in Over-
town to help the partici-
pants transition from the 
classroom into a job upon 
completion of the course. 
Administrative Assistant 
of CWTP, Emanuel Wash-
ington runs the organiza-
tion with his wife, Sandra. 
He provides mentorship 
to people who come to his 
organization. He assesses 
their skills, connects them 
to different construction 
and other trade profes-
sions, and tracks the prog-
ress of the employees he 
refers to different jobs. 

Regarding the new 10-
week course, Washington 
and his team are commit-
ted to helping participants 

throughout the entire pro-
cess, he explained. “We are 
going to help them on the 
way and on the way out,” 
he said. 

FIU will provide books, 
training, transportation, 
and even dinner, at no cost 
to the selected participants. 
Participants must meet the 
federal poverty level and 
pass a drug screening, in 
order to be considered 
for the program . No high 
school diploma is needed. 
More opportunities to par-
ticipate in the program will 
be available in spring and 
summer of next year.  

The program is spon-
sored and funded by Len-
nar, a national homebuild-
er. 

I want to get to en-
hance my trade skill 

set. The better the skill 
set that you have to 

offer, the more money 
they can offer you.”

“
Cyril Andrews

The Original Georgia Prophet, H.C. Lockhart, 
NOW in Miami Florida from Macon, Georgia. 
Call Right Now!  Meet me on a One-on-One 
meeting.  Let me activate your blessing by 
faith.  I want to pray for you, your family and 
friend’s needs.  Remove spells, crossed con-
ditions,  bewitched.  Remove marriage, mon-
ey, drugs, drinking and problems.  Get rid 
of your enemies, lawsuit, court cases,  and 
health problems -  witchcraft - evil doers un-
natural sickness.  CALL RIGHT NOW (478) 
324-3464 www.21stcenturyprophet.org
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Ta-Nehisi Coates, 
among the most in-
fluential intellectu-
als and writers in 
the United States, is 
leaving his position 
as a national corre-
spondent for The At-
lantic after a decade 
with the magazine, 
its top editor said 
Friday.

Coates, 42, gained 
a wide readership 
during his time at 
The Atlantic, where 
he published sweep-
ing, painstakingly re-
ported essays about 
systemic racism and 
white supremacy in 
the United States.

In a memo to the 
staff, Jeffrey Gold-
berg, the maga-
zine’s editor in chief, 
called the departure 
“bittersweet news.”

“As he has ex-
plained to me — and 
as he’s written in the 
recent past — the 
last few years for 
him have been years 
of significant chang-
es. He’s told me that 
he would like to take 
some time to reflect 
on these changes, 
and to figure out the 
best path forward, 
both as a person and 
as a writer,” Gold-
berg wrote.

“What is the sweet 
part?” he added. 
“For starters, Ta-Ne-
hisi’s extraordinary 
record of achieve-
ment at The Atlan-
tic.”

Coates, who was 
hired at The Atlantic 
in 2008, has written 
about a range of is-
sues including pol-
itics, poverty, the 
Confederate battle 
flag, health care and 
his own name.

He has written 
about the Black peo-
ple who were killed 

by their neighbors, 
the police or perfect 
strangers during 
those years — in-
cluding Michael 
Brown, Trayvon 
Martin, Tamir Rice 
and Renisha Mc-
Bride — and about 
an old friend of his, 
Prince Jones, who 
was killed by the po-
lice in 2000.

But his best-
known pieces for 
the magazine are his 
long, deeply report-
ed essays about ra-
cial injustice — es-
pecially “The Case 
for Reparations,” 
which dissects the 
history of racist op-
pression and argues 
for a proper redress:

To ignore the fact 
that one of the old-
est republics in the 
world was erected 
on a foundation of 
white supremacy, 
to pretend that the 
problems of a dual 
society are the same 
as the problems of 
unregulated capi-
talism, is to cover 
the sin of national 

plunder with the 
sin of national lying. 
The lie ignores the 
fact that reducing 
American poverty 
and ending white 
supremacy are not 
the same.

 Coates did not re-
spond immediately 
to a request for com-
ment on Friday, but 
he told Erik Wemple 
of The Washington 

Post that his public 
prominence was a 
factor in his deci-
sion to step down.

“I became the 
public face of the 
magazine in many 
ways and I don’t re-
ally want to be that. 
I want to be a writ-
er,” he said. “I’m not 
a symbol of what 
The Atlantic wants 
to do or whatever.”

Coates also left 
Twitter recently, 
after he was pub-
licly criticized by 
the Harvard phi-
losopher and civil 
rights activist Cor-
nel West, who called 
him “the neoliberal 

face of the Black 
freedom struggle.”

Outside of his 
work at The Atlan-
tic, Coates’s books 
have won critical 
acclaim. “Between 
the World and Me,” 
which was written 
as a letter to his son 
and mined the expe-
rience of being Black 
in America (and, 

briefly, in France), 
was hailed by Toni 
Morrison and won 
the National Book 
Award in 2015. His 
other books include 
“We Were Eight 
Years in Power,” 
a collection of es-
says that came out 
last year, and “The 
Beautiful Struggle,” 
a memoir published 

in 2008.
In 2015, he re-

ceived what is 
known as a genius 
grant from the John 
D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Founda-
tion.

In recent years 
Coates, a Marvel 
Comics fan, has 
been writing “Black 
Panther” and “Cap-

tain America” com-
ics.

Goldberg said in 
his memo on Fri-
day that he hoped 
Coates would con-
sider contributing 
to The Atlantic in 
the future. “For now, 
though, allow me to 
simply wish my old 
friend well,” he add-
ed.

Ta-Neshisi Coates says he is leaving The Atlantic
Writer is known for covering racism and 
white supremacy in America

Ta-Nehisi Coates

“What is the 
sweet part?” 

he added. “For 
starters, Ta-Ne-
hisi’s extraordi-
nary record of 

achievement at 
The Atlantic.”

“
Ta-Nehisi Coates

FOR SALE

****ATTENTION****
Now You Can own Your
Own Home Today With

Free Cash Grants
UP TO $65,000

Any and all buyers
305-892-8315

House of Homes Realty

Houses

CITY OF MIAMI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Miami City Clerk’s office 
located at City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, FL  33133 for 
the following:

IFB NO. 917381  RE-SOLICITATION TO REMOVE & 
   RE-INSTALL AWNING COVERS AT CITY  
   OF MIAMI PARKS     

CLOSING DATE/TIME:   1:00 PM, TUESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2018

(Deadline to Request additional information/clarification: Friday, 
August 10, 2018 at 4:00 PM)

Detailed specifications for this bid is available at the City of Miami, 
Department of Procurement Teresa Soto at tsoto@miamigov.com  

THIS BID SOLICITATION IS SUBJECT TO THE “CONE OF SILENCE” 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY OF MIAMI CODE SECTION 18-74 
ORDINANCE NO.12271.  

   Emilio T. González, Ph. D.             
AD NO. 26778  City Manager                         

CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA
SOLICITATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENTS 

TO THE OVERTOWN ADVISORY BOARD/
OVERTOWN COMMUNITY OVERSIGHT BOARD 

The Overtown Advisory Board/Overtown Community Oversight Board (OAB/OCOB) was cre-
ated to encourage and support housing, job creation, economic and business development, 
educational opportunities, and historic and cultural preservation within the Overtown commu-
nity.

The OAB/OCOB membership consists of eleven adult member seats, of which five are elected, 
five are appointed by the District 5 Commissioner, and one is appointed by the Mayor. There 
are also two youth member seats, of which one is appointed by the District 5 Commissioner 
and the other is appointed by the members of the OAB/OCOB.   

With the exception of the youth board member, each person seeking membership on the OAB/
OCOB as an APPOINTED MEMBER must be eighteen years of age or older, and:

 1.  Reside in the Overtown Area; or
 2.  Own property in the Overtown Area; or
 3.  Be an employee or board member of a community based organization or 
      community development corporation located in or providing services to the 
      Overtown Area; or
 4.  Own or is an employee of a business in the Overtown Area.

Each person seeking membership on the OAB/OCOB as an APPOINTED YOUTH MEMBER 
shall be deemed qualified if he/she is more than fourteen and less than nineteen years of age, 
and:

 1.  Resides in the Overtown Area; and
 2.  Attends an accredited educational institution in the Overtown Area.

The public, including professional or citizen organizations having interest in and knowl-
edge of the Overtown Area, are encouraged to submit completed application forms 
indicating the name, address, and qualifications of persons for consideration as pro-
spective appointees to the OAB/OCOB.  Application forms are available at the Overtown 
N.E.T. Office located at 1490 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Suite #112-B, the City Clerk’s Office located at 
Miami City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, or the City Clerk’s website (http://miamigov.com/
city_clerk/Pages/Board/Board.asp).

All applications must be received in the City Clerk’s Office no later than August 17, 2018, by 
4:00 PM.  The names and qualifications of potential nominees submitted by the deadline will 
be available for public review on August 20, 2018, in the City Clerk’s Office or online at the City 
Clerk’s website (http://miamigov.com/city_clerk/Pages/Board/Board.asp). The City Com-
mission will consider the confirmation of appointments to the OAB/OCOB at the Miami City 
Commission meeting currently scheduled for September 13, 2018.

    Todd B. Hannon
#31309    City Clerk 

Apartments 
1435 NW 60 Street

One and two bedrooms, new 
custom made kitchen cabi-
nets, new bathroom cabinets, 
air, blinds, free water and gas. 
Exterminator. All Section 8 
and Vouchers Welcome. 

305-758-3979

ARENA GARDEN

FREE BASIC CABLE AND 
FREE WATER

Remodeled two, three 
bedrooms, air, appliances, 
laundry, gate. From $725. 

305-374-4412
CAPITAL RENTAL 

AGENCY
LICENSED REAL ESTATE 

BROKER
305-642-7080

Overtown, Liberty City, 
Brownsville, Allapatah. 
Apartments, Duplexes, 
Houses. One, Two and 

Three Bedrooms. Same day 
approval. Call for specials. 

305-642-7080 www.
capitalrentalagency.com

GRAND OPENING
NEW ARENA SQUARE 

Walking distance to school 
from $690. Remodeled one, 

two, three bedrooms, two 
baths. Central air, laundry, 

gated. Office 1023 NW 3 Ave. 
305-372-1383

St. George Apts
5300 NW 26 Ave #4

Special first month’s moves 
you in! One, two and three 
bedrooms available. Gated 
community,  on site manager. 
Security cameras throughout 
buildings. Ms. Joyce, 

305-636-2000

Duplexes
1285 NW 50 Street

Two bedrooms, one bath, 
freshly renovated, central air, 
security bars, private parking. 
Section 8 Ok. $1250 monthly. 
305-778-2613

1828 NW 46 Street
Two bedrooms, one bath, 
central air, appliances, $1,100 
monthly, Section 8 Welcome. 

305-335-0429
452 NE 165 Street

Two bedrooms, one bath, 
new construction, central air, 
private parking and backyard. 
Everything brand new. 
Section 8 Ok. $1500 monthly. 

305-778-2613
454 NE 165 Street

Three bedrooms, two baths, 
new construction, central air, 
private parking and backyard. 
Everything brand new. 
Section 8 Ok. $1800 monthly. 

305-778-2613
730 NW 98 Street

Two bedrooms, one bath, 
Section 8. $1200 monthly, 
clean, quiet, secure, 

305-305-0106

LIBERTY CITY AREA
Two bdrms., one bath, first, 
last and security. Section 8 

Ok. 786-565-2110

Effi ciencies
MIAMI GARDENS AREA

Furnished efficiency. Utilities 
included. Cable TV, lights, 
water, WI-FI and air.

Call 754-422-7543

Furnished Rooms
13377 NW 30 Avenue

$130 weekly, free utilities, 
kitchen, bath, one person. 
305-987-9710 or 

786-897-8371

1341 NW 68 Terrace
55+ Community of Christ. 
$500-$600. All new. Tony, 
786-474-2324.

MIAMI GARDENS
Furnished room in a 

private home. Light kitchen
privileges. 786-657-7686
MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Family home. One person 

only. 305-625-5496
MIRAMAR AREA

Cable, $200 deposit, $550 
mthly. Call  954-437-2714

NORTHWEST MIAMI
Room in Christian home. $500 

monthly. Earl 786-370-0511

Houses
1250 NE 201 Terrace

Five bdrms., tri-level house, 
$2,100 a month, call 305-962-
1814 or 954-709-0008.

5024 NW 23 Avenue
Two bedrooms, one bath, 

Section 8 Accepted. 
Call Gigi 786-356-0487 or Lo 

786-356-0486
737 NW 41 Street

Two bedrooms, one bath, plus 
living room, dining and kitch-
en. Fenced in yard with car 
garage, air and heat. Section 
8 Welcome. 478-719-9169

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Spacious three and four bed-
rooms, two baths, central air, 
tiled, fenced yard. Plasma TV.

 No credit check.
Section 8 Welcome!  

Call now 305-834-4440

THE MOORS AREA
17822 NW 66 Place

Two bedrooms, two baths, 
gated community with all ame-
nities, $2,000 a month, first 
and last. Call 305-431-8981.

AIR CONDITIONING
Great service, fast install, 

best prices. LICENSE 
#CAC056858

Call 786-393-0479
TONY ROOFING

45 Years Experience! 
Shingles, roofing and leak 
repairs. Call 305-491-4515

We Buy Junk Cars
Up to $100-$300 with title. 
Call Tony 305-491-4515

CIRCULATION 
COORDINATOR

This position is responsible 
for the development, growth 
and renewal of all controlled 
circulation of The Miami 
Times. Must be a team play-
er, assertive and self-direct-
ed to work independently in 
the office and in the field. 
Must have a car. Excellent 
numerical and analytical 
skills are required. Lifting 
papers is required. Male 
or Female are welcome to 
apply for this position. Email 
resume and salary history 
to:

The Miami Times
Human Resources

hr@miamitimesonline.com

ROUTE DRIVERS
We are seeking drivers to 
deliver newspaper to retail 
outlets in Broward and 
Miami Dade.

Wednesday Only
You must be available 
between the hours of 6 

a.m. and 3 p.m. Must have 
reliable, insured vehicle and 

current Driver License.
Apply in person at:
The Miami Times

2525 NW 54th Street

GENE AND SONS, INC.
Custom-made cabinets for 
kitchens and bathrooms at 

affordable prices. 
14130 N.W. 22nd Avenue. 

Call 305-685-3565
GOD’S HELPER

Pressure cleaning, doors and 
lawn service. 305-801-5690

CATHRINE
Spiritual reader and coun-
selor. I solved all problems 
in Life, Love, Marriage, Busi-
ness, Success. One visit will 
change your life! 

786-569-8346

SISTER RISSA
Spiritual Adviser
Handmade oils
Spiritual Baths

Case Work
Fixed Candles

Honey jars, sour jars, crys-
tals, ancestor money and 
more. Email me at daughter-
ofyemaya777@gmail.com. 
754-779-5032

2751 NW 46th Street
One bedroom, one bath, 

remote gate, $950 mthly, First, 
last, security. 786-423-0429

97th Street and 4 Avenue
One bedroom, one bath, $950 

mthly, First, last, security. 
786-423-0429

NOW HIRING CLASS-A 
TEAM DRIVERS

$29 per hour. Need Dedicat-
ed TEAM Drivers to haul US 
MAIL out of Miami, FL. 18 
months experience and abil-
ity to pass FBI background 
required. Visit:

www.driveforeagle.com
or call 844-428-5487

FUN, FLIRTY, LOCAL
Women!

Call 786-364-7785 Try Free!
www.livelinks.com

CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY

CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY
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305.694.6210CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
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PHILIPPE H. BUTEAU
Miami Times Contributor

Filmmakers had to take matters 
into their own hands to screen 
“Moonlight,” in Liberty City, 
the neighborhood in which the 

film was recorded.
Tarell Alvin McCraney, a Liberty City-

raised playwright and actor, co-wrote the 
Oscar-winning romance movie based on 
his play, “In Moonlight Black Boys Look 
Blue.” McCraney wrote on Twitter, in a 
conversation that included director Ava 
DuVernay, that he “had to erect a screen 
at the local community center” to screen 
the movie.

McCraney said in all his time growing 
up in Liberty City he doesn’t remember 
one movie theater.

“The closest [movie theater] is O 
Cinema in Wynwood, which we did many 
screens at,” McCraney tweeted. “But 
none right in the neighborhood the film 
was shot, is about, and we grew up/live 
in. So with the help of the county[,] put 
one up.”

DuVernay directed the Oscar-winning 
movie “Selma.” She said when it comes 
to communities of color having access 

SEE THEATER 8C

PHILIPPE H. BUTEAU
Miami Times Contributor

The Fantasy Theater Factory at Sandrell 
Rivers Theater is a part of a larger endeav-
or in the Audrey Edmonson Transit Village 
at the same address as the theaters. The 
project is two affordable housing complex-
es with the theater in between. It's a part 
of a plan for a new arts corridor on North-
west 62nd Street.

The company will celebrate Chief San-
drell Rivers on her birthday, Aug. 11. It will 
be an event from 1 p.m. to midnight with 
children’s programming for the first half, 
and the second will include three acts of 
poetry, fashion and music. The celebration 
will take place at the Fantasy Theatre 

SEE MOVIES 8C

PHILIPPE H. BUTEAU
Miami Times Contributor

The Black Lounge Film Series contin-
ues through the summer, and already has 
programming planned for the fall.

Plans include a discussion about two 
filmmakers; Andrew Donsunmu on Aug. 2 
and Terence Nance on Aug. 10. Donsunmu 
is director of independent films “Restless 
City,” “Mother of George,” and a docu-
mentary called “Hot Iron” that examined 
the Black hair industry in Detroit in the 
mid-1990s. Nance directed “An Oversim-
plification of Her Beauty.”

In September, the series will have a film 
from Ethiopia called “Difret” about 
forced child marriage, where girls as early 

SEE FILM 8C

Sisters changed the 
face of tennis

Book about Venus and 
Serena Williams is geared 
toward older children

8C
QUINCY JONES, CHERYL BOONE ISAACS TO MAKE DOCUMENTARY ON BLACK HOLLYWOOD; FILM WILL FOCUS ON THE UNTOLD STORIES OF INDUSTRY 7C

quenching
the theater

desert

Independent film makers 
and small theaters 

fill the need

Sandrell Rivers 
Theater brings 
trendy movies
Plans to celebrate the 
chief set for Aug. 11

Tarell Alvin 
McCraney wrote 
on Twitter, that 
he “had to erect 
a screen at the 
local community 
center” to screen 

“Moonlight.”

We bring in 
heavy hitters in 
industry that we 
have access to, 
not Oprah or Ava 
DuVernay yet, but 

they might be 
coming.”

Rachelle Salnave

Highlighting our 
Blackness goal
of new film series
Screens independent, 
foreign productions “
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It has been another summer 
to remember on our journey 
together as we now move 
into the month of August.
This should be a summer 
filled with memorable times 
to share in our connected 
history. One notable event 
was the celebration of 
Miami’s 122 birthday on July 
28. 

Miami is noted as “the 
only major city in the 
United States conceived by a 
woman, Julia Tuttle, a local 
citrus grower and a wealthy 
Cleveland native. The Miami 
area was better known as 
“Biscayne Bay Country” in 
the early years of its growth. 
In the late 19th century, 
reports described the area as 
a promising wilderness.The 
area was also characterized 
as “one of the finest building 
sites in Florida. Julia Tuttle 
subsequently convinced 
Henry Flagler, a railroad 
tycoon, to expand his 
Florida East Coast Railway 
to the region, for which 
she became known as “the 
mother of Miami. We must 
never forget the important 
role played by Black labor in 
the development of Miami. 
Most of the Blacks in this 
area were of Bahamian 
descent and established 
flourishing communities and 
businesses. The legacy of 
Jim Crow was embedded in 
these developments such as 
Overtown, Coconut Grove, 
Goulds, Perrine, Lemon 
City, Knightsville and Boles 
Town. We survived. We were 
villages that raised children 
and saw that they were well 
educated. 

Miami was officially 
incorporated as a city on July 

28, 1896, with a population of 
more than 300. There is in our 
history the documentation 
that Black men were among 
the signers for the city 
charter, as the right to vote 
was restricted to men, and the 
majority of Black Bahamian 
men who migrated here were 
fully able to read and write. 
The city was named for the 
nearby Miami River, derived 
from Mayaimi, the historic 
name of Lake Okeechobee.

The city’s nickname, The 
Magic City, comes from its 
rapid growth. This rapid 
growth was noticed by 
winter visitors when they 
remarked that the city grew 
so much from one year to the 
next that it was like magic. 
We helped to build this city 
and established communities 
in many areas. 

When we reach out 
to serve and give back, 
our community benefits 
greatly. That is exactly 

what Tanisha and Bringle 
Cidel are doing when 
they founded Evolutionary 
Arts Life Foundation Inc., 
a nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to train 
and create opportunities 
for young performers, and 
preprofessionals, serving 
as a catalyst for scholarship 
opportunities as well as 
professional employment 
nationally. This summer their 
six-week intensive theater, 
dance, vocal training and 
music camp was held June 
18-July 28 at Dr. Michael 
Krop Senior High. Tanisha 
and Bringle say, “We share 
a passion for the arts. Our 
life’s purpose is to instill this 
passion in others.” 

Tanisha graduated from 
the musical theater program 
at New World School of the 
Arts in 1993, then attended 
both Florida A&M University 
and Florida International 
University. She is currently 

the director of the magnet 
theater program at Norland 
Middle School where she has 
taught sixth through eighth 
grade for the past 16 years. 
Tanisha is also the director of 
the award-winning program, 
AileyCamp Miami, held and 
sponsored by the Adrienne 
Arsht Center in conjunction 
with the Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation.

Bringle holds a master’s 
degree in music in 
composition from Florida 
Atlantic University and 
a bachelor’s in music 
education from Florida A&M 
University. Previously, he 
served as director of bands 
at Norland Middle School, 
where he was honored as the 
1997-98 beginning “Teacher 
of the Year.” 

Bringle is the director 
of bands and orchestras 
for Dr. Michael M. Krop 
Sr. High School, where all 
the ensembles consistently 

receive high ratings at the 
district and state levels. 
The Wind Ensemble has 
performed for the “Bands 
of America” concert. On 
Saturday, July 28 all of 
the talent of the campers 
was displayed in their 
Summer Intensive Music 
Camp Showcase! Campers 
were represented from the 
following schools: Miami 
Northwestern Senior 
High, North Miami Senior, 
American Senior, Norwood 
Elementary, Nautilus Middle, 
Norland Middle, Highland 
Oaks Middle, Robert Renick 
Education Center, Aventura 
Waterways K-8 Center, 
Madie Ives Elementary and 
Virginia Boone Highland 
Oaks Elementary. I’m unable 
to list all of the names of the 
campers, but their talent was 
awesome in all areas, from 
jazz music, classical music, 
Broadway excerpts, musical 
numbers … everything. Many 
stars on the horizon for these 
talented students. There was 
even a drum line performance. 
Congratulations to 
Evolutionary Arts and its 
founders Tanisha and 
Bringle Cidel. 

The Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, signed into law 
by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, aimed to overcome 
legal barriers at the state and 
local levels that prevented 
Blacks from exercising their 
right to vote as guaranteed 
under the 15th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution. As 
the 2018 elections approach, 

the single-most important 
act behind actually voting 
is voter registration. 
Organizations like the Dade 
County Chapter of The Links 
recognize the power of the 
vote and the need to register 
young people. This is why 
members of the organization 
gathered at Starbucks in 
Miami Gardens to help 
register people to vote. 
Organizer Kim McCray said 
that voter registration is a 
pivotal goal of the chapter’s 
National Trends and Services 
Facet, which McCray chairs. 
The group plans to host more 
voter registration activities 
at the Miami Gardens 
Starbucks. Its most recent 
efforts were quite fruitful, 
registering several first-time 
voters and a handful of high 
school students, who, while 
they won’t be able to vote in 
the upcoming elections, will 
be ready for the next and be 
able to vote in 2020. Lending 
their support was Miami 
Gardens Mayor Oliver 
Gilbert III,  Miami Gardens 
Councilman Rodney Harris 
and Starbucks Cafe owner DJ 
Mitchell. 

Many businesses and 
corporations also support 
and provide programs that 
improve lives for students 
in the community. AT&T 
believes students deserve 
opportunities to reach their 
full potential. That’s why the 
company recently awarded 
$25,000 each to the Thelma 
Gibson Health Initiative 
(TGHI) in Coconut Grove 
and to the Guitars Over Guns 
organization in Miami. 

The Thelma Gibson 
Health Initiative provides 
a vocational and job 
training program for at-
risk teens. The program 
teaches under-served teens 
culinary and restaurant job 
skills and provides food 
handling certifications in 
Coconut Grove, a historically 

SEE WHIRL 5C

VENNDA-REI GIBSON | VENNDAL43@GMAIL.COM
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The Lit Up Music Festival 
debuted with a lineup of today’s 

popular hip-hop and trap 
music artists on July 

28 at the Cultural 
RC Cola Plant 

in Wynwood 
Miami. Rap-
pers 6ix-
9ine, AKA 

Tekashi69, 
Yo Gotti, Juice 

WRLD and Brian-
na Perry were among 

the acts who performed. 
The event is co-produced 

by Imagination TV Inc. and Nine 
Mile Entertainment Inc.

Photo courtesy of Flicks by Ed

Rappers lit 
up Wynwood

Tavarres Williams, program participant; Tanajah Williams, program recipient; 
State Reps. Nick Duran, Thelma Gibson; Alex Dominguez, AT&T; Ernest Peacock, 
Thelma Gibson Health Initiative; and Breasia Samuels, program participant accept-
ing a check. 

Tanisha and Bringle Cidel
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SCHOOL MEETINGS:
n Miami Northwestern 

Class of 1968
2 p.m. every fourth Saturday; 

African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-218-6171 

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1973 

4 p.m. every third Sunday; 
location TBA; Info: Call 786-
877-1176 or email msoguns@
aol.com 

 
n Miami Carol City 

Class of 1968
4 p.m. every fourth Sunday 

to plan 50th reunion on Sept. 
14-16; location TBA; Info: Call 
305-494-6265 

n George Washington 
Carver High School Class of 
1966

Noon every second Satur-
day; 1234 NW 79th St.; Info: 
Call 305-300-7630 

n Northwestern Class of 
1962

3 p.m. every second Satur-

day, African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-681-
3330

n Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1967 

4 – 6 p.m. every third Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-333-7128

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1961

Noon every second Tues-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-696-
1154

Miami Jackson Class of 
1971 

2:30 p.m. every first Satur-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-285-
2533

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1959

10:30 a.m. every third Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 

Ave.; Info: Call 786-897-2646 

n Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1959

11 a.m. Aug. 7th at Jackson 
Restaurant on 10th St and 3rd 
Ave in Overtown.

For more information, call 
305-989-0994.

 
ASSOCIATION/CHAPTER 

MEETINGS:
n The Citizen Advisory 

Committee 
7 p.m. every second Thurs-

day to discuss general com-
munity issues; Northside Po-
lice Station; 799 NW 81st St.; 
Info: Call 786-512-3641

n Women on the Move, 
Inc. 

Every fourth Saturday for 
women 55 and older who are 
interested in traveling and net-
working; Location and time: 
TBA; Info: Call 305-934-5122

n The Miami Central High 
Alumni Association 

7 p.m. every second and 

fourth Wednesday; Miami 
Central Senior High School li-
brary, 1781 NW 95th St.; Info: 
Call 305-370-4825

n The George Washington 
Carver Alumni Association

12:30 p.m. every third 
Wednesday; Community Cen-
ter in Coconut Grove, 220 
Florida Ave. (near US1); Info: 
Call 954-248-6946 

n The Miami-Dade Chap-
ter of Bethune-Cookman 
University 

6:30 p.m. every second 
Thursday; Omega Center, 
15600 NW 42nd Ave.

n Tennessee State Alum-
ni Association/ Miami-Dade 
Chapter 

9 a.m. every third Saturday; 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-336-4287 

n The Morris Brown Col-
lege Miami-Dade/Broward 
Alumni Association 

9:30 a.m. every third Satur-
day; North Shore Medical Cen-
ter, 100 NW 95th St., Room C; 
Info: Call 786-356-4412

n Top Ladies of Distinc-
tion, Inc. 

10 a.m. every second Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-439-5426.

CLASSES:
n Women in Transition of 

South Florida 
Class: Free computer les-

sons for women; time, date 
and location TBA; Info: Call 
786-477-8548 

n Inner City Children’s 
Touring Dance 

Class: Free introductory 
classical ballet workshops for 
girls ages 6-8 and 9-12; Time 
and date TBA; 1350 N.W. 50th 
Street; Info: Call 305-758-
1577 or visit www.children-
dance.net 

 
The deadline for the Lifestyle 

Calendar is Fridays at 2 p.m.

LIFESTYLE
HAPPENINGS

COMPILED BY THE MIAMI TIMES STAFF    
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WHIRL
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Bahamian community. 
Thelma Gibson Health 
Initiative’s jobs program at 
Canteen Cuisine on Grand 
Avenue teaches resume 
preparation and interview 
techniques, food-safety 
training, restaurant job 
skills and work experience, 
and other essential social 
and practical skills. TGHI 
then helps graduates find 
and retain the food service 
jobs given them in Center 
Grove with TGHI partners. 
Tavarres Williams, 
program participant; 
Tanajah Williams, program 
recipient; State Reps. Nick 
Duran, Thelma Gibson; 
Alex Dominguez, AT&T; 
Ernest Peacock, Thelma 
Gibson Health Initiative; 
and Breasia Samuels, 
program participant were 
photographed accepting the 
check. 

Guitars Over Guns offers 
students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds a combination 
of music education and 
mentoring relationships with 
professional musicians. The 
nonprofit provides academic 
support, standardized test 
preparation, and college 

application guidance to 45-60 
at-risk high school students 
in North Miami and Miami 
Gardens. 

The Reverend Father 
Terrence A. Taylor, 
vestry and members of the 
congregation of The Church 
of the Transfiguration are 
duly proud to celebrate their 
63rd anniversary and Feast 
of Title at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
Aug. 5. The guest preacher 
for the occasion will be 
The Reverend Milton C. 
Williams Jr. who is the 
Rector of St. Francis’ Church 
in Greensboro, N.C.

Even on sad occasions, 
we celebrate each other – 
laughter and tears together. 
Such was the case when 
family and friends attended 
the litany service for 
Helen Barbary Williams 
on Monday evening. Old 
classmates had a chance 
to reflect and reminisce. 
Juanita Johnson Miller, 
North Dade Class of ’60, 

friend, classmate and 
sorority sister shared some of 
these reflections along with 
Dr. John Johnson, Class of 
1961. I also got to chat with 
another North Dade Class of 
’61 graduate, Virgil Valdez, 
at the service. Sorors of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
shared memories also during 
the Ivy Beyond the Wall 
ceremony conducted by 
Gamma Zeta Omega Chapter 
Basileus Tara Pasteur who 
was assisted by First Anti-
Basileus L’Chaundra Willis 
and Janice Spann Givens, 
Second Anti-Basileus. 
Eunice J. Davis and Gloria 
Williams also participated 
in the services. Leslie 
Cooper provided music for 
the service. 

Indeed, the “movie finger 
writes, and having writ, 
moves on.” We all journey 
together, connected as we 
Live, Pray, Love, Laugh, 
Dance and Sing in the Whirl. 
We are Blessed.

The Dade County Chapter of The Links gathered at Starbucks in Miami Gardens to 
register people to vote with help from Miami Gardens Mayor Oliver Gilbert III.

Bull’s 40th Class Reunion Service
  The Miami Northwestern Senior High School Class of 
1978 will be having its 40th Year Class Reunion Worship 
Service at Faith Community Baptist Church, 10401 NW 
8 Avenue in Miami, Florida on Sunday, August 5 at 9:30 
A.M. The entire Bull Nation is invited!
 Richard P. Dunn II, Senior Pastor and Class of 1978 
member.

Miami Gardens Vice Mayor Erhabor Ighodaro and recording artist 
Yohan Marley teamed up with Cool J’s to help launch their new Miami 
Gardens outlet store. In addition to a ribbon cutting ceremony, the team 
hosted the first International Music and Food Festival artist meet-and-
greet. The event took place on Thursday, July 26 at 811 NW 183rd St.

This year, Cool J’s celebrated their 30th anniversary at the forefront of 
fashion, music and entertainment culture. It is an official ticket outlet for 
the International Music and Food Festival. The festival will feature live 
performances by Amara La Negra and Yohan Marley, grandson of Bob 
Marley, who was recently added to the artist lineup. Attendees to the IM-
Fest can expect to hear original music from Yohan Marley, as well as ren-
ditions of his grandfather’s famous reggae anthems. Last year, Yohan’s 
brother Jo Mersa Marley headlined the IMFest. 

The IMFest 2018 takes place 6 p.m. to midnight on Saturday, Aug. 4. 
Tickets are on sale now at imfest2018.eventbrite.com, and Cool J’s Outlet 
Store in Miami Gardens.

Ighodaro, Marley 
greet IMFest fans

 Photo courtesy of the city of Miami Gardens
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SHIVANI VORA
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H
osting family reunions is big business 
for a growing number of hotels. These 
properties provide families with private 
spaces where they can meet to socialize 
and event planners who can create itin-

eraries that are packed with entertaining group activities.
Choosing a hotel for a family reunion isn’t always a 

straightforward proposition, according 
to Mike Heflin, the senior vice president 
of the hotels division at Travel Leaders 
Group. “Many hotels aren’t suited to 
reunions,” he said. “It’s important to 
choose one that has lots of gathering 
spaces and offers families the services 
of an employee who can oversee their 
reunion.”

LOTS OF SPACE 
IN HUDSON VALLEY

One such property, Mohonk Mountain 
House, in New Paltz, N.Y., expects to 
host 138 reunions this year. Jenna Pena, 
the property’s family reunions manager, 
said that they tend to range in size from 
a dozen to 90 people. Most families book 
the Mohonk Reunion package which 
includes accommodations, 
all meals, a private meet-
ing room, activities such 
as boating and fishing, the assistance of 
a dedicated family concierge and custom T-shirts for all 
family members. In addition, Pena works with families 
ahead of their reunions to plan special events like paint-
ing with wine, game nights, scavenger hunts and camp-
fires with s’mores. “We want to give families the oppor-
tunity to create everlasting happy memories,” she said. 
Something to consider 

SEE FAMILY 8C

family reunionMake your next

The Grove Lodge at Mohonk 
Mountain House in the New 
Paltz, N.Y., offers a 1,000-foot 
great room, six bedrooms and 
plenty of outdoor space for a 
family gathering.

mohonk.com

MAKE YOUR NEXT GATHERING SOMETHING TRULY SPECIAL WITH A STAFF DEDICATED TO YOUR EVENT

s Reunion Resort, in Kissimmee, hosts close to 100 reunions a year.

t An ariel view of Reunion Resort, in Kissimmee.

“Many hotels aren’t 
suited to reunions. 
It’s important to 

choose one that has 
lots of gathering 
spaces and offers 

families the services 
of an employee who 
can oversee their 

reunion.”

family reunion
memorable

reunionresort.com

Google
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ARISTON ANDERSON
The Hollywood Reporter 

Quincy Jones and for-
mer Academy chief Cheryl 
Boone Isaacs are working on a 
documentary about the histo-
ry of Black Americans in Hol-
lywood. 

The legendary producer 
made the announcement at the 
Ischia Film and Music Festival 
off the coast of Naples, where 
he received a lifetime achieve-
ment award. 

“We’re in the process of 
starting to do a documentary 
now called ‘American Film: 
The Black Experience. ‘[Boone 
Isaacs] invited me to be 
co-producer with her,” Jones 
said at the festival, at which 
Boone Isaacs is chairwoman. 
“I’m very excited about that,” 
he added. 

Speaking at the festi-

val, Boone Isaacs said she 
hoped American Film will be a 
comprehensive documentary 
about the untold story of Black 
Americans in Hollywood. "I 
think what is important is the 
backstory of us in the enter-
tainment business, whether 
it’s film, music or television,” 
she said.

She added that she want-
ed “to get the story out of the 
contributions that have been 
made by so many, not just the 
celebrities, which even that 
backstory has not been told 
enough; and the relationship 
among folks and growing and 
working together in order to 
improve.”

Boone Isaacs provided the 
example of sound designer 
Willie D. Burton, who is tied 
with Jones as the second most 
Oscar-nominated Black Amer-
ican, with seven nominations, 

as the perfect kind of story 
they would like to tell.

“There are so many of us 
that people don’t know about, 

which is what we are going to 
bring forth and tell the world,” 
she said.

Jones was warmly welcomed 

on the small Italian island with 
a photography exhibition cel-
ebrating his six-decades-long 
career in the entertainment 

industry.
In a brief Q&A, the producer 

shared some vivid memories, 
such as the time he used to 
"hang out" with former Italian 
prime minister Silvio Berlus-
coni in Los Angeles.

He also reminisced about his 
life, remarking that the most 
instrumental encounter of his 
life was meeting Ray Charles 
when he was 14.

 “He had his own apartment. 
I’m still living at home with my 
precious type step-mother,” 
said Jones. “He had two girl-
friends. He had a record play-
er. He had two suits, two pairs 
of shoes. Man, please. Prego!"

Jones also spoke about the 
Rat Pack and showed off a pin-
ky ring gifted to him by Frank 
Sinatra himself. 

“Between Ray Charles and 
Frank, I must have drunk 
enough alcohol for 40,000 
guys,” Jones joked.

“This guy would drink seven 
double Jack Daniels an hour 
and smoke four packs of ciga-
rettes a day,” he said of Sinatra.

Jones, Boone Isaacs tell Black Hollywood tale
Film will focus on the untold story, 
history of entertainment industry

Earl Gibson III/Getty Images

Cheryl Boone Isaacs and Quincy Jones attend ICON MANN's 6th Annual Pre-Os-
car Dinner at the Beverly Wilshire Four Seasons Hotel on Feb. 27 in Beverly Hills, 
Calif.  

LISA RESPERS FRANCE
CNN

Kendrick Lamar has al-
ready won multiple Grammy 
Awards and a Pulitzer. Now 
there is speculation that an 
Emmy could be in his future 
following the rapper's prime-
time acting debut Sunday on 
the Starz drama "Power."

"Power" viewers, famous 
and otherwise, hailed K. Dot's 
performance.

 Anthony "Top Dawg" Tif-
fith, the president of Lamar's 
record label, dubbed the rap-
per "Kenzel," merging his 
name with esteemed actor 
Denzel Washington.

That led to Lamar jokingly 
being called "Kenzel Comp-
tington" -- as he is famously 
from Compton, California.

The Wrap reported that 
"Power" show runner Court-

ney Kemp said Lamar told his 
friend 50 Cent -- who is also 
one of the show's producers -- 
he was interested in appear-
ing on the series.

"And then I got on the 
phone with Kendrick and 
said, 'What do you want to 
play?'

'Cause that's my favorite 
thing to ask an actor," Kemp 
recalled. "'What do you want 
to do that you've never done 
before?' That's my favorite 
question. And then he said, 
'You know, I'd like to play' -- 
well, he didn't say 'drug ad-
dict,' but he used a different 
word [laughs]. But so then we 
created the character Laces."

Kendrick Lamar wins raves for his 'Power' appearance 

Courtesy of Starz

Kendrick Lamar on "Power"

'You know, I'd like to 
play' -- well, he didn't 
say 'drug addict,' but 
he used a different 

word [laughs]. But so 
then we created the 
character Laces."

“
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BOOK REVIEW

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
bookwormsez@yahoo.com

Those are the rules.
Every game has them, and 

rules are mostly helpful. 
They make it clear how to 
play and who can win – al-
though sometimes, they don’t 
make any sense. Sometimes, 
they’re downright dumb and 
in “Game Changers” by Lesa 
Cline-Ransome, illustrated 
by James E. Ransome, those 
rules are made to be grand-
slammed.

Serena and Venus Wil-
liams are about a year-and-
a-half apart in age but are “as 
close as two sisters could be.” 

Wherever you’d find Sere-
na, you’d find Venus. Where 
Venus was, there was Sere-
na – especially on the tennis 
court.

Before the sun was up 
most days, the Williams girls 
were awake and standing 
on the court in their Comp-
ton neighborhood, getting 
rid of trash and broken glass 
so they could practice their 
serves and backhands. People 
laughed at their father, Rich-
ard, because he believed that 
his youngest daughters could 
get themselves out of Comp-
ton. He held fast to the dream.

When most kids were out-
side playing, Venus and Sere-

na would practice. When they 
weren’t practicing with “sec-
ondhand” equipment, they 
ran laps and took ballet les-
sons. They also had to learn 
to drop to the ground quickly 
because of gangs and gun vi-
olence in their neighborhood.

But that all paid off when, 
by age 10, Venus won “every 
single one of her 63 junior 
tournaments” and Serena was 
“not far behind.” At 14, Venus 

played professionally. A year 
later, Serena did the same 
thing.

Fans were astounded at the 
girls’ talents but some peo-
ple were upset when they 
saw two Black girls in what 
had been “a nearly all-white 
sport.” Venus and Serena’s 
father had anticipated that, 

though: years before, he hired 
kids from the neighborhood 
to yell every nasty thing they 
could think of and his daugh-
ters learned to ignore them.

In 1998, the Williams sis-
ters faced one another for the 
first time, but it wouldn’t be 
the last. It didn’t matter then 
that Venus won – Serena’s 
time would come and when it 
was her turn to beat her sis-
ter, Venus cheered as loud as 
everyone else, just as she still 
does today.

For a child – especially 
one who’s laser-focused on 
a sport or a dream – there 
are few books out there that 
are as inspirational as “Game 
Changers.” Just be aware of 
the age of said child before 
you give this book.

Truly, there’s no mistak-

ing the message inside here. 
Author Lesa Cline-Ransome 
makes it clear that the Wil-
liams sisters’ determination 
was how they got where they 
are, and the afterword fills in 
a lot of blanks. That’s great, if 
you’re an adult or older child 
so beware: don’t let the illus-
trations – colorful, wonderful 
artwork by James E. Ransome 
– fool you. See them, and you 
might think this is a book for 
smaller children but really, 
it’s more for youth.  

Even so, with the right ap-
proach, the message will sink 
in so let this book grow with 
your preschooler while your 
grade-schooler absorbs it 
now. For kids who love tennis 
or need a stick-to-it-iveness 
reminder, “Game Changers” 
is a great match.

Two sisters changed the face of tennis
Colorful book about the Williams 
girls is geared toward older children

Lesa Cline-Ransome

FILM
CONTINUED FROM 1C 

as having their first period 
are forced to marry grown 
men.

“These are more art-driv-
en, independent, foreign 
films,” said Rachelle Salnave, 
Black Lounge Film Series 
co-founder. 

“We bring in heavy hit-
ters in the industry that we 
have access to, not Oprah or 
Ava DuVernay yet, but they 
might be coming. Our focus 
is on independent films, but 
we do Hollywood films when 
we do outdoor screenings.”

Outdoor screenings are 
done at Gibson Park.

The film series sells $5 
tickets to Overtown resi-

dents with proof of resi-
dence and $13 for general 
admission. 

Programs start at 7 p.m. 
and end at 10 p.m.; with live 
music and post-movie dis-
cussion at the Overtown Per-
forming Arts Center, at 1074 
NW Third Ave. Salnave said, 
“It’s really like a night out.”

Salnave said the challenge 
is working with smaller orga-
nizations that may not have a 
dedicated marketing person 
and people still not wanting 
to come to Overtown.

“As a community, we need 
to figure out how to better 
support each other, without 
feeling like we’re in compe-
tition,” she said.

For more information vis-
it: https://www.eventbrite.
com/o/black-lounge-film-
series-16542327352

THEATER
CONTINUED FROM 1C

to their own movie theaters, 
the conversation should also 
include prices and location.

“Don’t get me started on 
the fact that many communi-
ties of color don’t have a mov-
ie theater at all,” DuVernay 
wrote on Twitter. “Can’t see 
‘Selma’ in Selma. No theater 
there. Can’t see ‘Straight out 
of Compton’ in Compton. No 
theater there. #CinemaSegre-
gation”

The conversations about 
where Miamians can watch 
movies shows a lamentable 
history. From years ago to 
today, Miami has had several 
theaters come and go. Factor 
in the decline in moviegoers 
and rising ticket prices, a mul-
tiplex may not come to the in-
ner city anytime soon. But the 
future has brighter sights on 
the way.

Cinematreasures.org, an 
18-year old website that is 
building the “world’s most 
comprehensive guide to mov-
ie theaters,” lists 13 movie the-
aters in Miami-Dade County 
– though it’s missing a few.

McCraney said his grand-
mother said there was one 
when she was in her teens. 
She’s 92.

Historically, there were 
places to watch movies, but 
they came and went.

The “Miami Metropolis” 
published an article in Oc-
tober 1915 that read, “In the 
city of Miami, there was one 
Black-owned theatre.”

The Historic Lyric Theater 
opened in 1913 and is still in 

operation. It served the com-
munity as a “movie and vaude-
ville theater” for 40 years.

In 1959, it became a church 
of the General Assembly of 
the Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ of the Apostolic Faith, 
then it was shuttered through 
the 1960s. The theater, at 819 
NW Second Ave. in Overtown 
was restored and reopened in 
2014.  The location is a part of 
the Black Archives Historic 
Lyric Theater Cultural Arts 
Complex, which has a collec-
tion of pictures and written 
material of Black history in 
South Florida.

Black Archives founder 
Dorothy J. Fields did not re-
spond to request for com-
ment as of press time.

Cinematreasures.org shows 
there are no theaters west of 
the I-95 and north of the SR-
112. There are three newer 
theaters in Miami yet to be 
added to cinematreasures.
org. 

Two have the help of Lib-
erty City natives who want-
ed the city's marginalized 
community to have theaters 
of their own, and the oth-
er is a swankier theater in 
the glitzier part of the city,                       

Downtown Miami.
Silverspot Cinema at 300 SE 

Third St. has new Hollywood 
movies such “Incredibles II,” 
“Sicario” and “Equalizer 2;” 
and adult tickets are $17.70. 
They also have a full service 
restaurant and bar.

The theaters in Liberty 
City and Overtown have low-
er prices and the movie op-
tions are more independent 
or foreign.

The Fantasy Theater Fac-
tory at Sandrell Rivers The-
ater is a not-for-profit whose 
proceeds go toward its opera-
tions, not profits. Tickets are 

about $7 when do they charge 
and grants subsidize its pro-
ductions to further reduce 
their prices. The Fantasy 
Theater Factory puts on free 
shows as well. 

Miami-Dade County Com-
missioner Audrey Edmonson, 
who has a hand in revitaliz-
ing the arts in Liberty City, 
wrote in an email that the 
movie-watching options were 
limited growing up there. 
The place where she watched 
movies, at Northwest 15 Ave-
nue and between Northwest 
65 and 66 streets, now holds 
a church.

“The Shack was our only 
option in Liberty City,” Ed-
monson wrote. “Everything 
had to be in walking distance. 
We couldn’t go to the white 
movie theaters. The ones 
in Overtown and Coconut 
Grove were too far.”

Edmonson and Chief San-
drell Rivers both have an im-
print on the Fantasy Theater 
Factory at Sandrell Rivers 
Theater at 6103 NW Seventh 
Ave.

The Fantasy Theater Fac-
tory was founded in 1978 and 
incorporated as a nonprof-
it in ‘82 and the county de-
partment of Cultural Affairs 
picked it in 2016 to be the op-
erator of the Sandrell Rivers 
Theater in Liberty City.

An interview with theater 
staff unveiled “an art center 
where the community can 
gather” and whose aim is to 
“revitalize the arts,” said Eve-
lyn G. Sullivan, theater man-
ager.

Programming is free now 
to allow all members of the 
community access to films, 
music and events. But the 

theater may charge in the fu-
ture to raise more operating 
fund. It offers concessions 
and recently obtained a li-
quor license.

In Overtown, history is 
also in the mind of Rachelle 
Salnave, co-founder of the 
Black Lounge Film Series.

The group shows Black 
films from around the world 
at the Overtown Performing 
Arts Center that opened in 
July 2017 after 70 years as the 
Ebenezer Methodist Church, 
at 1074 NW Third Ave. South-
east Overtown/Park West 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency put up more than $2 
million for the renovation 
and $900,000 came from the 
U.S. Department of Com-
merce and Economic Devel-
opment Administration.

The film series sells $5 tick-
ets to Overtown residents 
with proof of residence and 
$13 for general admission. 

The film series started in 
February with a documenta-
ry on Sammy Davis Jr.

“I feel really overjoyed 
about the people who’ve 
come before me,” Salnave 
said. “While they had to en-
dure racial discrimination 
they chipped away at that by 
being vocal about those is-
sues …”

The film series hits differ-
ent missions at the same time, 
Salnave said. 

“We’re supporting Black 
filmmakers. We’re Black en-
trepreneurs, and we’re show-
ing the global Black experi-
ence,” she said. “It doesn’t 
matter if you speak a differ-
ent language or come from 
a different part of the world, 
you’re still Black.”

MOVIES
CONTINUED FROM 1C

Factory at Sandrell Rivers 
Theater, located at 6103 NW 
Seventh Ave. 

Chief Rivers earned her ti-
tle in Africa, said Kenyatta E. 
DeShazior, technical direc-
tor. In Miami, she used enter-
tainment and the arts to keep 
communities together.

Since there’s a plan to re-
vitalize the area, I want to 
make sure Sandrell Rivers’ 
name is a part of that,” De-

Shazior said.
Miami was much more 

segregated in Rivers’ day. 
Though people like Sammy 
Davis Jr., Hugh Masekela and 
Isaac Hayes performed at the 
Fillmore on Miami Beach, 
they had to stay nights be-
tween shows in Liberty City.

“My parents had a card to 
authorize them to work on 
the beach,” said DeShazior. 
“If someone big was per-
forming at the beach, San-
drell brought them to the 
area.”

The Fantasy Theatre Fac-
tory at Sandrell Rivers The-

ater has 175 seats. The com-
pany has used the theater 
for showings such as “Mal-
colm X,” “Color Purple” and 
“Moonlight,” which they 
plan to show again.

Daniela Esteves, marketing 
director, said there are plans 
on showing newer and more 
recently released blockbust-
ers but more niche titles are 
its focus.

“We want to ensure our 
lineup is diverse, so we 
plan on featuring artistic 
and lesser-known movies 
as well,” she said. 

There's a superhero 

theme for the summer, fea-
turing Wonder Woman and 
the 2016 “Ghostbusters,” 
which had an all-female 
lead cast. 

“We show superhero 
movies with a social con-
scious,” Esteves said. “We 
not only entertain but offer 
more enriching content.”

The holiday theme in De-
cember had the live-action 
version of “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas,” “A Madea 
Christmas” and “A Mup-
pets Christmas Movie.” All 
those movies were shown 
for free.

Miami Times photo/Philippe H. Buteau 

The three murals are of people who have positively impacted the lives of commu-
nities of color in Miami-Dade. Chief Sandrell Rivers is on the bottom right of the 
painting on the right.

The curtains in front of 
the screen at the Fantasy 
Theatre Factory at San-
drell Rivers Theater in 
Liberty City.

Miami Times photo/Philippe H. Buteau

FAMILY
CONTINUED FROM 6C

— it’s not cheap: Nightly 
rates per person start at $710.

If you’re looking to up-
grade your special event 
space, Mohonk’s six-bed-
room Grove Lodge is espe-
cially popular for family re-
unions. It has a great room 
that sprawls over more than 
1,000 square feet, with high 
ceilings, floor-to-ceiling 
windows and a stone fire-
place. Nightly rates for the 
lodge start at $7,680.

AFFORDABLE OPTIONS, 
CLOSE TO HOME

Hilton’s three all-suites 
brands, Homewood Suites by 
Hilton, Embassy Suites and 
Home2 Suites, also cater to 
families looking for a place to 
host their reunion. Christian 
Kuhn, vice president of mar-
keting for the brands, said 
that the properties’ respec-
tive sales directors report 
hosting dozens of reunions 
each year.

Most of the hotels have 
guest room kitchens or large 
patios with grills where fami-
lies can barbecue or host pot-
luck dinners featuring family 
recipes. Sales directors can 
also help organize events 
such as bingo nights and 
dance parties. Nightly rates 
start between $95 and $130, 

depending on the location.

A SECLUDED 
DESTINATION 

Set atop a bluff overlooking 
the Pacific Ocean, Terranea 
Resort,a destination hotel, 
in Rancho Palas Verdes, Ca-
lif., has around 40 reunions a 
year. Families can design their 
ideal gathering by working 
with a service manager who 
will also assist them through-
out their reunion. Options 
for family activities include 
coastal hikes, movie nights at 
the pool and whale watching 
tours. Many of the resort’s 
eight dining venues can ac-
commodate large groups. 
Nightly rates start at $375, and 
blocks of ten or more rooms 
receive a 25 percent discount.

REUNIONS ARE 
THE SPECIALTY

The appropriately named 
Reunion Resort, in Kissim-
mee, hosts close to 100 re-
unions a year. The resort only 
has individual units, ranging 
from one-bedroom condo-
miniums to 12-bedroom es-
tates. General manager Kevin 
Baker said that families usu-
ally book one or more of the 
larger homes; these homes 
have varying amenities like 
a lazy river, arcade, bowling 
alley and a golf swing sim-
ulator. All reunions are as-
signed a coordinator as soon 
as they’re booked. Rates start 
at $189 per night.
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Amendment 4 on ballot in November
JANIAH ADAMS
Miami Times Contributor

On Nov. 6, Florida residents will vote yay or 
nay on many ballot items. One item that has 
a lot of talk around it is Amendment 4, which 
could automatically restore rights for about 
1.4 million Floridians who lost them due to 
being convicted for a felony.

During a rally on Friday, members of the 
South Florida Muslim community became part 
of the voice that’s urging Floridians to vote yay 
for Amendment 4.

Amendment 4 was designed to automatical-
ly restore the right to vote for former felons, 
except those who were convicted of murder or 
a felony sexual offense, after they complete 
their full sentences, which include parole and 
probation. Currently, people with prior felonies 
are not allowed to vote in Florida, unless they 

petition the state, which is a long and difficult 
process. Florida is one in four states that do 
not give prior felons the right to vote. 

Emgage, a community organization that em-
powers Muslim voters, led the effort to put on 
the rally.

“We want to show that Amendment 4, the 
restoration of rights, transcends the issue of 
faith, color, and it’s an issue that affects all 
of humanity,” said Ammar Ahmed, the South 
Florida director for Emgage Foundation.

Muslims across Miami, members of the 
Christian community and people from differ-
ent races attended the rally. It took place right 
in Liberty City, at Masjid Al-Ansar, which was 
the first Islamic center in Miami. In the past, 
social and civil rights giants such as Muham-
mad Ali would pray at that very building when 
he had fights in Miami.

SEE RIGHTS 10D

Cleveland  
Councilman 
Basheer Jones 
speaks to the  
audience about 
Islam and justice.

Photos Courtesy of Janiah Adams 

Minnesota Congressman Keith Ellison addresses the 
audience.

Diverse audience members at Masjid Al-Ansar listen to the speaker.

Muslims push for
rights restoration

NYAMEKYE DANIEL
ndaniel@mianmitimesonline.com 

Carolyn Lordeus didn’t 
recognize herself as she lay 
covered in blood on her bed, 
a result of a near-fatal beat-
ing from her boyfriend of 
five years. Not only was her 
face partially disfigured, but 
she knew that day she no 
longer wanted to be a victim.

 Lordeus remembered 
what the first officer on the 
scene said to her 14 years 
ago.

 “You are lucky to be alive. 
Next time you may not be so 
lucky,” the officer said. 

Many victims of domes-
tic violence do not make 
it out alive, and those who 
survive, live with a shat-
tered sense of security. 

According to a 2017 report 
by the Centers For Disease 

SEE LOVE 10D

Stephanie Marshall Tate, second from left, with members of the Circle of Brotherhood, hold 
signs during a rally against domestic violence rally on July 21 on Northwest 79th Street and 
22nd Avenue. The group includes her husband Pastor Anthony Tate, third from left.

Church leaders take on domestic violence

Miami Times photo/Nyamekye Daniel

WHERE IS THE LOVE?
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n Golden Bells 40th Anni-
versary

Aug. 18, 7:30 at New 
Beginning and Aug. 19, 
4 p.m. at New Covenant. 
Call 786-251-2878 for more 
information.

n The Kingdom Agenda 
Ministries Inc.

Free counseling, tutoring, 
health screenings and 

messages of services are 
being offered by Senior 
Pastor Felicia Hamilton-
Parramore; Call 954-707-
3274 for more details.

n Gathering All Parents 
to Prayer

Prayer for youth; noon 
every third Saturday; 835 NW 
119th St.; Call ApostleThelma 
Knowles at 305-332-1736 for 

more details.

n Greater New Bethel 
Baptist Church

Provides behavioral health, 
intervention and treatment 
services for Black men at risk 
for HIV or substance abuse 
disorders. Call 305-627-0396 
for more details.

n The Elks Historical 

Business and Conference 
Center

Gospel Kickback with 
entertainment and fine 
dining; noon - 6 p.m. every 
Sunday. Call 305-224-1890 
for more details.

n Metropolitan AME 
Church

Food and clothing 
giveaway every second 
Saturday. Call 786-277-4150 
for more details.

n Zion Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church

Food and clothing 
distribution; 4 p.m. every 
Wednesday. Call 786-541-
3687 for more details.

n Sistah to Sistah 
Connection

Women’s empowerment 
meeting; 10 a.m. – noon 
every second and fourth 
Saturday; Parkway 
Professional Building in 
Miramar. Call 954-260-9348 
for more details.

n First Haitian Church of 
God

Food drive; 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. every Saturday. Call 
786-362-1804 for more 
details.

n New Day N Christ 
Deliverance Ministry

Free mind, body and soul 
self-improvement and Zumba 
fitness classes. Call 305-691-
0018 for more details.

n Florida Independent 
Restoration Ministries

Prayer for families dealing 
with drugs and alcohol. Call 
800-208-2924 ext. 102 or 
prayer line, ext. 104.

n Bethany Seventh Day 
Adventist Church

Bereavement sharing 
groups; 3-4 p.m. every 
second Sunday; Fall Into 
Fitness Five-week Challenge: 
Starts 9 a.m. Aug.12 until 
Sep. 16. For more in details 
call 305-634-2993

n MEC Ministries
Provides healing services; 

7:30 p.m. every fourth Friday. 
Call 305-693-1534 for more 
details.

The deadline for the Faith 
Calendar is on or before 2 
p.m. Mondays.

CATHOLIC
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Rev. Alexander Ekechukwu, CSSp
1301 NW 71 Street • 305-691-1701 

BAPTIST
New Philadelphia Baptist Church

Pastor Rickie K. Robinson Sr.
1113 NW 79th Street • 305-505-0400

Greater Harvest Baptist Church
Rev. Kenneth McGee

2310 NW 58th Street • 786-717-5818

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
New Christ Tabernacle Church

Rev. Harold Harsh
1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Walking in Christ M.B. Church
Rev. Larry Robbins, Sr.

3530 NW 214th Street • 305-430-0443

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church

Elder William Walker
5895 NW 23rd Avenue • 305-635-3866

New Christ Tabernacle M.B. Church
Rev. Harold Marsh

1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Valley Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Elder Johnnie Robinson

1395 NW 69th Street • 305-835-8316

New Mount Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Bernard E. Lang, Pastor/Teacher
7103 NW 22 Avenue • 954-433-2028

Second Canaan  
Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Jeffrey L. Mack, Pastor

4343 NW 17 Avenue 305-638-1789

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Van Gaskins, Jr., Pastor/Teacher
7510 NW 15th Avenue • 305-418-0012

True Faith Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John M. Fair

1890 NW 47th Terrace • 786-262-6841

The Kingdom Agenda Worship Center
Prophetess Felicia Hamilton-Parramore

630 Sharar Avenue • 954-707-3274

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church

Rev. Michael H. Clark, Jr., Senior Pastor
1778 NW 69th Street • 305-696-4201 

New Resurrection Community Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony A. Tate

2167 NW 64th Street • 305-342-7426 

PENTECOSTAL
New Faith Deliverance Center COGIC

Pastor Dr. Willie Gaines
3257 NW 7th Avenue Circle • 305-335-4389

New Life Christian Center
Rev. Bruce Payne

5726 Washington Street • 786-536-9039 

MORAVIAN CHURCH
New Hope Moravian Church

Pastor Gregorio Moody
6001 SW 127th Avenue • 305-273-4047

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ at Coconut Grove

Minister William D. Maddox
3345 Douglas Road • 305-448-0504

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Revival Tabernacle Assembly of God 

Pastor Leonard Shaw
2085 NW 97th Street • 305-693-1356

NON DENOMINATION
Lively Stone Church of Miami

Pastor David Doriscar
8025 NW Miami Court 754-400-0899

CHURCH Listings
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Control and Prevention, more 
than half of the women killed 
in the U.S. are a result of inti-
mate partner violence. About 
10 percent of those deaths 
followed a pattern of abuse. 
Women of color are killed at 
twice the rates of other races.

Some church leaders say 
there is a lack of outcry and 
a need for prevention against 
partner violence in the Black 
community.

The first lady of New Resur-
rection Community Church, 
Stephanie Marshall Tate, said 
there is a culture of abuse in 
“our” relationships, and most 
witnesses are ignoring the 
signs by “minding our own 
business.”

“We need to learn how to 
communicate with each oth-
er. Men need to listen to their 
women instead of trying to 
silence them,” said Tate. “But 
most of all, other men need to 
speak up and let them know 
to love on those women, don’t 
hurt them.”

Tate, who has spent years 
working to help domestic vi-
olence victims escape their 
abusers, said she is tired of 
reading headlines about fe-
male homicides at the hand 
of their partners. One of the 
latest, local stories led her 
to take action. It was that of 
Tamesha Pharr.

Police said Pharr was shot 
and killed by her husband in 
her Miami Gardens home in 
front of her children. The in-
cident reportedly began with 
an argument that escalated.

Talk of the incident came 
and went, said Tate, but out-
rage over other sorts of vio-
lence have remained a topic, 
followed by protests and even 
basketball games. 

“There are a few events 
against domestic violence,” 
said Tate, who said she at-
tends the annual No More 
Broken Hearts event in Lib-
erty City, organized by Mi-
ami-Dade County Public 
Schools board member, Dor-
othy Bendross-Mindingall 
and other events during time 
dedicated to awareness in 
October. “However, I think 
the men need something that 
is going to keep this issue in 
their faces.”

Tate launched her own 
campaign on July 21.  She 
dubbed it, “No More Silence.” 

She pulled together mem-
bers from her church and a 
local community advocacy 
organization, The Circle of 
Brotherhood for a rally that 
Saturday.

The group stood on the cor-
ner of Northwest 79th Street 
and 22nd Avenue holding 
signs that read, “Love me, 
not abuse me,” “Domestic vi-
olence hurts everyone” and 
“Stop hurting women.” Some 
wore matching shirts that 
simply said, “Stop, domestic 
violence.”

They urged drivers to honk 
in support of the effort. But 
Tate said signs and T-shirts 
are not enough. 

“We need prevention,” she 
said.

Clergyman, J.R. Thicklin 
has dedicated nearly 23 years 
of ministry to ending and pre-

venting domestic violence in 
Black families in South Flori-
da. He has partnered with the 
judicial courts and Florida 
Department of Children and 
Families to provide a program 
for men.  

Through his nonprofit orga-
nization, Destiny By Choice, 
Thicklin has created preven-
tion and intervention support 
groups for men and boys and 
re-entry curriculum for men 
who were incarcerated for 
domestic violence.

Teaching Black males how 
to be socially responsible for 
the way they treat women and 
allow women to be treated is 
one of the main focuses of 
Thicklin’s programs, which 
range from 10 to 26 weeks. 
He believes the issue of abuse 
stems from the societal ex-
pectation of Black men.  

“As boys, we are told, ‘be a 
strong man,’” said Thicklin. 
“That means we can’t show 
certain emotions; we can’t 
cry. The only emotion that 
we are allowed to express is 
anger.”

Thicklin also said that do-
mestic violence is prevalent, 
but hidden, in the Black 
church. 

There is this notion that 
the behavior is acceptable 
because of preaching about 
women’s submission to men, 
he said. It is a misconception 
by Christians that he contin-
ues to work to end.

As for his advice for vic-
tims, Thicklin says the best 
thing to do is know the 
warning signs and seek help. 
Domestic abuse is not only 
physical. It can also be emo-
tional, verbal or financial. It 
often starts with control.

“If you find yourself in a 
relationship where the per-
son is controlling, consult 
with someone else,” he said. 
“It doesn't have to be a pas-
tor or a counselor. Just call 
someone else and ask, ‘is 
this OK.’”

Left with a physical scar 
and emotional scars from 17 
years of abuse from two for-
mer partners, Lordeus, also 
became an advocate for do-
mestic violence victims.

She shares her story at 
events and encourages other 
women to leave abusive rela-
tionships.

But, one victim said she 
finds it hard to tell other 
women to walk away from 
an abuser, especially when 
children are involved.

The victim, who wants 
to remain unidentified, is a 
professional woman. She ex-
perienced physical and ver-
bal abuse from her now-es-
tranged husband, over a 
course of 11 years. 

This victim said she origi-
nally stayed several years for 
the sake of maintaining her 
family and her husband’s, 
who is well-known, public 
persona—until the abuse 
crossed over to her children.

“I think as women we of-
ten justify staying because 
we have these other ideals 
of what family should be and 
want to provide for our chil-
dren and even out of loving 
our mate and giving them 
the benefit of a doubt,” she 
said. 

All of those ideals “fell out 
the window” when her son 
was injured by her husband.

But for the last two years, 
she has been fighting to keep 
her children away from her 
abuser who she is forced to 
share custody with during 
the pending divorce. She 
prepared her children with a 
safety plan, but “if I would’ve 
stayed then I could be there 
to protect them.”

Those women who don't 
have a choice but to stay, 
should find support, she 
said.

“It is a very complicated 
and difficult situation,” she 
said. “We as a community 
need to figure out ways to 
put better supports in place; 
we need to figure out ways 
to make sure victims of do-
mestic violence are in a sit-
uation where they’re able to 
protect themselves and their 
children.”

For more information about 
Destiny By Choice, visit des-
tinybychoice.org. Victims of 
abuse should contact 1-800-
500-1119 for help.

RIGHTS
CONTINUED FROM 9D

“The reason why we picked 
this specific Islamic center is 
because of its historical roots 
to the Civil Rights move-
ment, and this is a civil rights 
issue,” Ahmed said.

Dwight Bullard, former 
politician and political direc-
tor for New Florida Majority, 
said to audience members 
that they had a responsibility 
because  “1.4 million people 
don’t have the right to vote. 
We have an opportunity to 
change that. I need you to un-
derstand your responsibility.”

Also present were two 
Muslim politicians from out 
of state: Cleveland Council-
man Basheer Jones, and Min-
nesota Congressman Keith 
Ellison.

Ahmed said they both add-
ed value to the rally.

“Basheer Jones has a histor-
ical connection, I would say. 
His mother was an activist, 
he understands the struggle, 
the everyday common strug-
gle, and Keith Ellison is of 
that same vein,” Ahmed said. 

Jones tied struggles of so-
cial justice to spirituality and 
religion when he addressed 
the audience.

“How are we calling our-
selves Muslims, but we’re 
not on the front lines of jus-
tice?” he said. “It don’t matter 
if you’re Muslim or not, the 

fact is that we have Black and 
brown people in this country 
suffering.”

He also took stories and 
parables from the Holy Qu-
ran, the main book of the 
Muslims, and related it to 
Amendment 4.

Imam Nasir Ahmad, the 
Imam of Masjid Al-Ansar, 
was happy to host the rally at 
the masjid. He said restoring 
the rights to the citizens is a 
natural act of mercy. 

“When the woman is preg-
nant with a child, that’s the 
first state of mercy, and it’s 
also the first prison. So, when 
the human being comes out 
in the broader society, we ex-
pect to see the same thing in 
the broader society that we 
see in the womb of mother, 
which holds us in our disci-
pline, but also gives us mer-
cy,” he said. “So, we see it as 
an extension of the womb, 
and some people in society 
have forgot how to relate law 
with human nature. So this 
is a great effort to continue 
that.”

Dexter Gunder, 39, is a 
member of the Florida Rights 
Restoration Coalition and 
was also present and recog-
nized by Ellison. Gunder re-
cently did two years behind 
bars and has been out for 
about 10 months. He’s work-
ing with Florida Rights Res-
toration Coalition to educate 
people about Amendment 4 
and get people out to vote.

“We’re going hard out here 

in the community, talking 
to the community, and try-
ing to get people to vote for 
Amendment 4,” he said.

Gunder said it hurts that 
he can’t vote, but he has a 
good feeling that the efforts 
to promote Amendment 4 
are going to work. He said 
many of his friends are also 
in the same position that he’s 
in. 

“Even guys that’s been out 
for a long time still don’t 
have their rights back,” he 
said. “Like I have my father, 
he doesn’t have his rights 
back yet, so it’s gonna be a 
big help for everybody.”

Although there were mem-
bers of varying faiths and 
backgrounds at the rally, 
they all agreed on one issue. 

“Islam, Christianity and Ju-
daism should not be separate 
from justice. Amendment 4 
must pass, not just for today, 
but for those who will come 
after,” Jones said.

Wimberly Sisters cele-
brating their 50th Golden 
Anniversary 3 p.m., Sunday, 
August 5 at the Christ King 
Church, 2911 NW 207 St.

Many groups performing: 
Wimberly Sisters, Spiritua-
lets, True Way and many 
more.

50th Golden 
Anniversary

Miami Times photo/Nyamekye Daniel

Stephanie Marshall Tate holds a sign during a rally 
against domestic violence on July 21 on Northwest 
79th Street and 22nd Avenue.
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CAROLINE SIMON
US TODAY

A  new classification of sex 
addiction as a mental disorder 
by the World Health Organi-
zation could monumentally 
shift the conversation sur-
rounding a condition that's 
often deeply misunderstood. 

Experts who treat sex ad-
dictions hope the classifi-
cation will help change the 
disorder's perception from a 
moral failing to simply a med-
ical issue. 

“It takes it out of morality, 
it takes it out of religion, it 
just makes it about, ‘Does this 
person have this set of issues 
that’s affecting their lives?' 
And either they do, or they 
don't," said Robert Weiss, an 
addiction specialist and the 

author of "Sex Addiction 101" 
and "Always Turned On."

In its new International 
Classification of Diseases, 
WHO defines "compulsive 
sexual health disorder" as 

a "persistent pattern of 
failure to control intense, 
repetitive sexual impuls-
es or urges resulting in re-
petitive sexual behavior."

The new classification 
means that sex addiction – a 
term popularized before re

SEE SEX 13D

Sex addiction classified as medical, not moral, condition
In a new episode  

of Jada Pinkett Smith’s 

“Red Table Talk” Face-

book Watch series, the 

actress is character-

istically candid when 

discussing her history of 

addictions, including sex, 

alcohol and fitness.

There was a time when 
alcoholism was a fatal 
illness, and there was 
no cure, and you were 
going to die of alcohol-
ism because you were 

a bad person." 

World Health Organization says new 
categorization could end the stigma

“
Robert Weiss

AFTER CEREAL, 
BLOOD SUGAR SPIKES

in their blood.
“There are lots of folks running around with their 

glucose levels spiking, and they don’t even know it,” 
says Michael Snyder, professor and chair of genetics 
at Stanford University and senior author of the study, 
which appears in “PLOS Biology.”

The covert spikes are a problem because high 
blood sugar levels, especially when prolonged, can 
contribute to cardiovascular disease risk and a 
person’s tendencies to develop insulin resistance, 
which is a common precursor to diabetes, he says.

“We saw that some folks who think they’re healthy 
actually are misregulating glucose — sometimes at 
the same severity of people with diabetes — and 
they have no idea,” Snyder says.

The insight came to Snyder after he and his col-
laborators gave study participants a continuous glu-
cose-monitoring device, which superficially pokes 

SEE SUGAR 13D

HANAE ARMITAGE-STANFORD 
Futurity

The level of sugar in an individual’s blood — es-
pecially in individuals who are considered healthy — 
fluctuates more than traditional means of monitor-
ing, like the one-and-done finger-prick method, would 
have us believe, according to a new study.

“…folks who think they’re healthy actually are 
misregulating glucose — sometimes at the same 
severity of people with diabetes — and they have 
no idea …”

Often, these fluctuations come in the form of 
“spikes,” or a rapid increase in the amount of sug-
ar in the blood, after eating specific foods — most 
commonly, carbohydrates. Using a device that keeps 
extra-close tabs on the ups and downs of blood glu-
cose levels, the new research reveals that most peo-
ple see only a partial picture of the sugar circulating 

CHECKING LEVELS BY LANCING FINGER CAN BE MISLEADING

Often people who are prediabetic have no idea 
they’re prediabetic. In fact, this is the case 
about 90 percent of the time. It’s a big deal, 

Snyder says, as about 70 percent of people who 
are prediabetic will eventually 

develop the disease.
“ “
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Miami Times Staff Report

A Florida nonprofit is doing its part to improve reading 
in South Florida by recruiting teachers to tutor.

Florida Reading Corps has launched a South Florida 
recruitment initiative to place qualified applicants in 
predominantly Title I elementary schools and Voluntary 
Prekindergarten Education Program – or VPK – facilities. 
VPK is a free prekindergarten program for 4 and 5 year 
olds.

Recruits will assist existing teachers and provide tutor-
ing in reading. 

Shevrin Jones, executive director of Florida Reading 
Corps, said the organization brings evidence-based read-
ing intervention strategies – all by the way of people 
power.  

“We are proud of our recruitment efforts of college 
graduates and retirees to be a part of this movement to 
increase proficiency by third grade in low-income areas,” 
said Jones, who is a state representative for District 101. 
“It is true – if you can teach a child to read, you can show 
them the world.”

Florida Reading Corps, an AmeriCorps program, is 
charged with increasing early literacy skills in children 
ages 3–5; Jones plans to take it statewide. The program has 
been in Florida about three years, and has about 35 tutors. 
It is seeking another 20 tutors for the upcoming school 
year. 

The Florida Reading Corps recruits will receive a 
bi-weekly stipend of about $545, along with training in 
classroom management.  Upon completion of the program, 
tutors get up to $5,775 for college tuition or student loan 
debt repayment. The program is open to a high school 
graduates, college students, career changers or retirees.  
Applicants must be over 18. 

The work is full-time, 40 hours per week over five days, 
Monday-Friday.

Jones, an educator, in March was named executive di-
rector of the reading program. He attended Florida A&M 
University where he received his degree in biochemistry/
molecular biology. He holds a master’s degree in educa-
tional leadership, with a concentration in higher education 
from Florida Atlantic University. Jones is now pursuing his 
doctoral degree in educational leadership.

Prior to becoming a legislator, Jones served as AP Chem-
istry teacher in the Broward County Public School system 
from 2006-2008, and went on to teach at Florida Atlantic 
University High School from 2008-2012. There, Jones led 
his school to No. 1 in the state for having a 100 percent 
pass rate on the Science End of Course Exam. 

“Shev is a passionate leader who deeply understands the 
education landscape in Florida,” said Chief Advancement 
Officer Lindsay Dolce. “Shev combines the meaningful 
experience, strong human values and firsthand knowledge 
from the classroom that every child can succeed, and we 
have the opportunity to empower every child to succeed 
not only in school but ultimately in life.” 

For more information log onto the website at floridaread-
ingcorps.org.

AmeriCorp reading initiative to help
youngest students in South Florida

We are proud of our 
recruitment efforts of 
college graduates and 
retirees to be a part 
of this movement to 
increase proficiency 
by third grade in low 

income areas."

Sherwin Jones

“
Demand for
more tutors
for program 

NYAMEKYE  DANIEL
ndaniel@miamitimesonline.com

The drama program at 
Norland Middle has pro-
duced some of the brightest 
stars.

Two of its students, Jaden 
Piner and Alex Hibbert 
has had roles in the big-
gest box-office hits and an 
award-winning film. But at 
times they had to rehearse in 
the school’s kitchen.

Now thanks to a newly ap-
proved general obligation 
bond, the school will get a 
new little theater/ black box 
building.

The Miami-Dade School 
Board approved the renova-
tion with a $4 million GOB 
award at the July 25 meet-
ing.  

Voters approved the $1.2 
billion GOB in 2012 to ren-
ovate, remodel and replace 
schools; expand student 
capacity; enhance safety; 
and provide technology 
upgrades. The funds came 
from this bond. 

By May 2019, Norland 
Middle will have a theater; 
covered main entrance and 
plaza; a new physical edu-
cation shelter; spruced up 
buildings; modifications to 
existing parking lots; new 
fencing; an outdoor dining 
area; a courtyard; walkway 
connections; landscaping; 
drainage and irrigation sys-
tems upgrades.

Board member for Dis-
trict 1, Steve Gallon III, who 
represents the school, said 
he is especially pleased 
about black box theater.

He has advocated for the 
project for the award-win-

ning students, teacher and 
drama program since early 
2017, Gallon said.

He said it is fitting for a 
theater program like Nor-
land Middle’s that has re-
ceived such great accolades.

Piner and Hibbert have 
starred in the 2016 Os-
car-winning film “Moon-
light.” Piner was also fea-
tured in “Black Panther,” the 
2018 top-grossing superhero 
film.

But it could not be done 
without the guidance of the 
director of the magnet the-
atre program, Tanisha Cidel, 
who also took on a role in 
“Moonlight.” She has taught 
sixth through eighth graders 
drama for the past 16 years.

Cidel said her journey 

through the arts would not 
be possible without the sup-
port she received and now 
has passed on to her stu-
dents.

“If my parents and oth-
er people that were in my 
life at the time didn’t have 
the compassion to see who 
I was and what I wanted 
to do, then I would not be 
here,” said Cidel during a 
speech in front of other cre-
atives at Perez Art Museum 
in September 2017. “And If I 
wouldn't be here, then my 
students wouldn’t have what 
they have today.”

Gallon also praised Cidel 
for her commitment and 
dedication to her students.

“Ms. Cidel, Principal Ron-
ald Redman, and the entire 

faculty and staff at Norland 
Middle School have demon-
strated the importance of 
the arts in education and 
that there is more than one 
pathway to a life of learning 
and success,” said Gallon.

The students would no 
longer have to resort to find-
ing spaces to practice their 
parts, said Gallon.

“After the school received 
national and international 
awards, accolades and rec-
ognition, the superintendent 
and I agreed that a state of 
the art, black box theater 
was the most suitable learn-
ing environment in which 
our artistically gifted and 
talented students should 
learn and hone their craft,” 
said Gallon.

Photos courtesy of Jimmy Abraham/ Miami-Dade County Public Schools 

Steve Gallon III greets Miami-Dade County Public Schools Superintendent 
Alberto M. Carvalho May 23 at Norland Middle School.

To build a theater
SCHOOL BOARD APPROVES CONSTRUCTION AWARD FOR NORLAND MIDDLE

STEM program
teaches teens 
robotic control

Miami Times Staff Report

About 50 students learned various facets of coding, 
physics and the importance of working in teams to 
complete projects during a Science, Technology, En-

gineering and Mathematics (STEM) educational camp 
recently.

 The weeklong event, hosted by Miami Dade College’s 
north campus in partnership with the Trayvon Martin 
Foundation, was led by staff members who taught stu-
dents. 

Students were divided into small groups to work on 
tasks and received technological insight of coding. By 
the end of the program, they had all successfully mas-
tered the scientific skill of coding a robot and a drone. 

Keymani Harris, 15, and Romone Rudolph, 13, used 
the basic dynamics of coding and connecting data to 
the hard drive to dually control their robots. Keymani 

watched as a battery-operated remote control comman-
deered their team’s robot to lift and carry an 8-ounce 
bottle of water. Romone, who one day aspires to study 
engineering, understood the law of gravity and the 
“step-by-step” process that was crucial to finishing 
each activity.

Other activities included learning about the com-
bustible reaction of ethanol when combined with fire 
and microwave reactions. 

This is the team that sparked the interest of 
Cori-Ana White. The 14-year old student, who will 
attend Miami Northwestern’s Medical Magnet 
program in the fall, enjoys experiences that involve 
physics. She also worked on a team that coded 
a drone with pitch and throttle functions and 
learned unique differences with robotics. 

The students agreed the camp in June was re-
warding and heightened their interest in STEM 
careers, and hope to use what they learned at 
camp toward projects in school.

Educational camp uses laws of 
physics, coding to engage kids

CURRENT SCHOOL 
PARTNERS INCLUDE:

•  Biscayne Gardens Elementary, Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools

•  Brentwood Elementary, Miami-Dade Public Schools
•  Charles Drew K-8, Miami-Dade Public Schools
•  Comstock Elementary, Miami-Dade Public Schools
•  Florida City Elementary, Miami-Dade Public Schools
•  Paul Dunbar K-8, Miami-Dade Public Schools
•  Treasure Island Elementary, Miami-Dade Public 

Schools
•  Campbell Drive K-8, Miami-Dade Public Schools
•  Lillie C. Evans K-8, Miami-Dade Public Schools
•  Nathan B. Young Elementary, Miami-Dade Public 

Schools
•  Riverside Elementary, Miami-Dade Public Schools
•  Zora Neale Hurston Elementary, Miami-Dade Public 

Schools
•  YWCA Colonel Zubkoff
•  YWCA Gerry Sweet
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Joshua Caley met his wife 
Aretha in church when they 
were preteens. They had no 
idea what God had in store 
for them, that they would im-
pact the South Miami com-
munity in a huge way.

They did know both of 
them loved God and people. 
Joshua earned the nickname 
Pastor at an early age and 
Aretha was a preacher’s kid 
twice over.

“I knew I was called to pas-
tor since I was a little . . . I 
always had a love for church 
and a love for helping peo-
ple; and one of those ways to 
help people was to be a pas-
tor,” Joshua said.

“I was raised in church as 
well, both my parents were 
pastors, and Josh and I ac-
tually met in church. I’ve 
known him since I was 12 
years old and he played in a 
band and that’s how we got 
to know each other,” Aretha 
said.

The two were married 
in 1996 when Joshua was 21 
and Aretha was 20. Joshua 
was ordained as a minister 
in 1999, and they went on to 
serve nearly two decades in 
various ministry capacities.

Today, the husband-and-
wife duo – along with their 
four children, Austin, Joshua 
Jr., Alicia and Jessica – are 
the first family of Higher 
Praise & Worship Center 
Church of God of Prophesy, 

located at 6610 SW 59 Place                          
in South Miami. 

Joshua serves as the senior 
pastor, Aretha is his assistant 
and worship leader, and two 
of their children are also ac-
tive as a minister and chil-
dren’s leader, respectively.

The church is mission-fo-
cused because The Caleys 
believe the Gospel calls 
Christians to be God’s hands 
and feet. They offer food, 
clothing, shoes, care pack-
ages, and free breakfast and 
lunch for children during the 
summer and warm blankets 
during the winter. 

They also host a back-to-
school drive and sit-down 
community Thanksgiving 
dinner, adopt families in 
their community to bless 

with toys during Christmas, 
give college students gift 
cards and work very closely 
with the police department 
and South Miami Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agency.

“We love to do missions. 
In our community where our 
church is there are many dif-
ferent needs. Any way that 
we can help the people . . . 
is what we look for,” Joshua 
said. 

“We’re very involved, es-
pecially with the young peo-
ple because they get in trou-
ble too quickly, so we try to 
grab a hold of them as early 
as we can and deposit into 
them,” Aretha said.

That love for young people 
caused them to partner with 
the Ground Game Training 
Program to house an after-
school and summer site at 
their church, during which 
youth come study reading, 
math, get a music lesson from 
Joshua and play football.

The church has services 
at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Sun-
days; prayer meeting at 6 p.m. 

on Mondays; bible study at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays; men’s 
ministry at 7 p.m. on first and 
fourth Thursdays; and prayer 
watch at 10 p.m. on Fridays. 
Joshua also has office hours 
from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

The magnitude at which 
the Caleys give back is one 
of the true hallmarks of their 
character, according to Evan 
Fancher, executive director 
of the South Miami CRA. He 
said as chaplain of the po-
lice department, Joshua has 
helped foster good relations 
between officers and the 
community.

“The ministry as a whole 
and the bishop do a lot, espe-
cially when it comes to youth 
and community outreach. 
The bishop regularly walks 
through the community to 
greet people, to invite them 
to the church and to help 
them in any sort of way . . . 
Many times we need space 
for community meetings and 
anytime we ask, the bishop 
doesn’t hesitate. He comes 

himself from wherever he is 
to open the door. He’s acted 
as the glue for the commu-
nity at times. He’s an invalu-
able resource for the South 
Miami CRA,” Fancher said.

For Joshua and Aretha, 
they’re simply replicating 
the work of Jesus Christ, be-
ing a loving church that pro-
vides sound biblical teaching 
through words and actions.

“Jesus was looking for peo-
ple to be the hands and feet 
for Him, to go out into the 
community. He really never 
stayed within the confine-
ment of the four walls (of 
church). He went out into 
the community and minis-
tered to people out there . . . 
A lot of times we like to de-
pend on the government and 
so on, but I think as Chris-
tians, we the church need to 
be the first line where people 
can come to for help if they 
need it,” Joshua said.

“We also recognize that 
you can preach the gospel 
all you want to, but if you 
don’t meet people where 
they have needs, they can’t 
hear you . . . More so than 
just preaching, they need to 
see the act of Jesus’ love . . . 
It’s our drive, it’s part of our 
mission, to let folks know 
that we’re here and we’re not 
just here preaching within 
the four walls, but we’re here 
for them as Christ has com-
manded us,” Aretha said.

To learn more about 
Higher Praise, visit 
them on Facebook @
HigherPraiseCOGOP or call 
305-284-9787.

Do you know of a spiritu-
al leader who should be fea-
tured in this column? Email 
Isheka at ishekah@gmail.
com.

Pastor
OF THE WEEKOF THE WEEK

Joshua Caley

Christians should be God’s hands and feet in this world

CHURCH DIRECTORY

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.  — Romans 8:28

Apostolic 
Revival Center

Services

305-836-1224

Wed. Intercessory Prayer 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Morning Service 11 a.m.
Sun.-Eve. Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Fri. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

6702 N.W. 15th Avenue

Rev. Dr. Gilbert 
S. Smith 

Jordan Grove Missionary
Baptist Church

Services
Early Worship   7 a.m.
Sunday School  9 a.m.

NBC  10:05 a.m.
Worship   11 a.m. 
Worship   4 p.m.

Mission and Bible 

5946 N.W. 12th Avenue

 Pastor Douglas 
Cook, Sr.

Liberty City  
Church of Christ

Services

305-836-4555

Sunday Morning 8 a.m.
Sunday School  10 a.m.
Sunday Evening 5 p.m.

Tue. Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Fellowship 10 a.m.

1263 N.W. 67th Street

Evangelist 
Eric W. Doss

New Vision For 
Christ Ministries

Services

305-899-7224

Early Sunday Worship  7:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...6 p.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

13650 N.E. 10th Avenue

Rev. Michael 
D. Screen

Brownsville 
Church of Christ

Services

305-634-4850

Lord Day Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 7:30pm

Thurs. Morn. Bible Class 10 a.m.

4561 N.W. 33rd Court

Min. Harrell 
L. Henton

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church

Services

305-691-8861

Sunday 7:30 and 11 a.m. 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m    Sunday School
Tuesday   7 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m   Prayer Meeting

1470 N.W. 87th Street

Rev. Dr. C.A. 
Ivery, Pastor

Hosanna Community 
Baptist Church

Services

305-637-4404

Sunday School  8:30 a.m.
Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Study,  
Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry 
Mon.-Fri. 2-6:30 p.m.

2171 N.W. 56th Street

Rev. Charles 
Lee Dinkins

93rd Street Community
Missionary Baptist Church

Services

305-836-0942

7:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
11 a.m. ..Morning Worship

Evening Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday  6 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Website: cmbc.org

2330 N.W. 93rd Street

Pastor Rev. 
Carl Johnson

New Birth Baptist Church,  
The Cathedral of Faith International 

Services
Sunday Worship 7 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday (Bible Study) 6:45p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
10:45 a.m.

1 (800) 254-NBBC
305-685-3700 

Fax: 305-685-0705
www.newbirthbaptistmiami.org

2300 N.W. 135th Street
Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher

Pembroke Park Church of Christ

Services
SUNDAY
Bible Study  9 a.m.
Morning Worship. 10 a.m.
Evening Worship  6 p.m.

TUESDAY
Bible Study  10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

www.PembrokeParkChurchOfChrist.comMinister Kevin 
D. Jones, Sr

954-962-9327
305-751-9323 3707 S.W. 56th Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33023

For the Caleys, ministry is a 
family and community matter

SEX
CONITNUED FROM 11D

search designated the con-
dition as compulsive sexual 
health disorder –  can be diag-
nosed based on a list of crite-
ria, which include: repetitive 
sexual activities becoming 
the focus of a person's life, 
numerous unsuccessful ef-
forts to reduce sexual behav-
ior and continued sexual 
activity despite deriving little 
satisfaction from it. 

That shift resembles pre-
vious changes to how doc-
tors viewed other addictive 
disorders, such as alcoholism, 
drug addiction or gambling. 

“There was a time when al-
coholism was a fatal illness, 
and there was no cure, and 
you were going to die of al-
coholism because you were a 
bad person," Weiss said. “We 
don’t look at alcoholics and 
drug addicts and say, 'You’re 
a bad  person,' we say, 'You 
have a problem.' "

Experts also hope the new 
classification will chip away 
at a larger goal: destigmatiz-
ing sex addiction. Treatment 
can range from therapy ses-
sions to stays at rehabilitation 
facilities to simpler methods 
such as prayer and journal-

ing, said Carol Juergensen 
Sheets, a certified sexual ad-
diction therapist – but many 
people don't seek it out. 

"If somebody doesn’t know 
what to call this disease, this 
disorder, this illness, they will 
not know how to get help for 
it; they'll continue to try to do 
it on their own," Sheets said.

The cost of treatment rang-
es from free online services 
to pricey inpatient rehab 
programs. Typically, people 
with sex addictions seeking 
treatment will be covered 
by insurance companies only 
if they're diagnosed with a 
concurring mental health 
disorder, such as anxiety or 
depression.

Therapists hope that could 
change. "We hope that . . . in-
surance companies might be 
willing to now pay for treat-
ment more directly, but that 
is not a given," Weiss said. 

Even if sex addiction loses 
its stigma and treatment be-
comes more accessible, the 
disorder can carry another, 
more pernicious connota-
tion: Sex addiction has fre-
quently been cited by indi-
viduals who have committed 
sex offenses.

In reality, sex addicts and 
sex offenders are two very 
different categories, thera-
pists said. 

Photo courtesy of Loriel J Photography

Front L-R: Jessica 
Caley, Joshua Caley 
Sr., Aretha Graham-
Caley and Alicia 
Caley. Back L-R: 
Austin Graham and 
Joshua Caley Jr.

SUGAR
CONTINUED FROM 11D

into the surface layer of the 
skin and takes constant read-
ings of sugar concentrations 
in the blood as it circulates. 
With the constant readouts 
providing more detailed data, 
Snyder’s group saw not only 
that glucose dysregulation is 
more common than previous-
ly thought, but they also used 
the data to start building a ma-
chine-learning model to pre-
dict the specific foods to which 
people spike.

The goal is to one day use 
the framework to compile data 
from an individual and, based 
on their continuous glucose 
readout, direct them away from 
particularly “spikey” foods.

3 DIFFERENT 
‘GLUCOTYPES’

Most people who periodi-
cally check their blood sugar 
levels do so with a quick lance 
to the finger and a device that 
reads out the blood glucose 
concentration. The problem 
with this method is that it cap-
tures only a snapshot in time.

The amount of sugar in a 
person’s blood is not a con-
stant; it ebbs and flows de-
pending on what the person 

has eaten that day, down to the 
specific kind of carbohydrate. 
(For instance, rice, breads, and 
potatoes are all different kinds 
of carbohydrates, yet people 
often digest them differently.)

“We’re very interested in 
what it means to be ‘healthy’ 
and finding deviations from 
that…”

To get a better read on glu-
cose levels, Snyder fitted 57 
people with a device that 
continuously took blood glu-
cose readings over about two 
weeks. Most of the partici-
pants were healthy or showing 
signs of prediabetes, and five 
had type 2 diabetes. Data sent 
back to the lab showed that 
there were multiple types of 
spikers, which were classified 
into three overarching “gluco-
types.” The glucotype catego-
ries — low, moderate, and se-
vere — are basically rankings 
of spike intensity.

“We’re very interested in 
what it means to be ‘healthy’ 
and finding deviations from 
that,” says Snyder, professor 
of genetics. These glucotypes, 
he says, are subject to change 
based on diet. The research-
ers ultimately have two goals 
for their work: When people 
spike, catch it early; and un-
derstand what makes a person 
spike, and adjust their diet to 
bring the glucotype into the 

“low” range.
Often people who are pre-

diabetic have no idea they’re 
prediabetic. In fact, this is the 
case about 90 percent of the 
time. It’s a big deal, Snyder 
says, as about 70 percent of 
people who are prediabetic 
will eventually develop the 
disease.

“We think that these con-
tinuous glucose monitors will 
be important in providing the 
right information earlier on so 
that people can make changes 
to their diet should they need 
to,” he says.

BREAKFAST AND 
BLOOD SUGAR

In getting at the subtleties 
of spiking, Snyder conducted 
a sub-study in which 30 par-
ticipants using the continuous 
glucose monitor alternated 

between three breakfasts: a 
bowl of cornflakes with milk, a 
peanut butter sandwich, and a 
protein bar.

The trio of tests yielded 
some fairly startling results: 
After eating one or more of 
the meals, more than half 
of the group — whose prior 
blood sugar tests showed that 
they were “healthy” — spiked 
at the same levels as those of 
people who were prediabetic 
or diabetic.

What’s more, nearly every-
one spiked after eating the 
cereal.

“We saw that 80 percent of 
our participants spiked after 
eating a bowl of cornflakes and 
milk,” Snyder says. “Make of 
that what you will, but my own 
personal belief is it’s probably 
not such a great thing for ev-
eryone to be eating.”

Still, the variables that elicit 
spikes in an individual — ge-
netics; the population of mi-
crobes that live in our bodies; 
and epigenetics, or changes to 
gene expression — are critical 
to understanding glucose dys-
regulation and the foods that 
cause glucose spikes. Those 
parameters are not set in 
stone, which is why Snyder 
encourages everyone — in-
cluding those who think of 
themselves as healthy — to 
check their blood sugar.

We saw that 80 
percent of our 

participants spiked 
after eating a bowl of 
cornflakes and milk."

Michael Snyder

“
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Eric S. George
ANNIE B. SINGLETARY 

W I L S O N , 
died July 27. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
House of God 
Church of the 
Living God West 
Park. 

KING KYREE JAMAL 
WALKER, died July 21. 
Services were held. 

SHELIA EDWINA 
GARRAWAY, died July 22. 
Services were held.

Range-Homestead
WILLIAM SANDS, JR., 70, 

groundskeeper, 
died July 
27 at home. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Covenant 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

TRAVIS L. DAVIS, SR., 
54, janitorial 
service, died 
July 25 in 
August, GA. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at Full 
D e l i v e r a n c e 
Baptist Church 
of Florida City.

VIEW YOUR 
OBITUARIES 
ONLINE AT

WWW.MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM

Eternal Rest
LEON WILSON, 65, self-

e m p l o y e d 
l a n d s c a p e r , 
died July 24 at 
VA Hospital. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Jordan Grove 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

MAVIS JOHNSON, 73, 
security officer, died July 26. 
Service 10 a.m., Saturday at 
Open Bible Community Baptist 
Church. 

 
WILLIS COOPER, 57, 

plumber, died July 16 in 
Leesburg, FL. Viewing 5-8 
p.m., Friday in the chapel.

LOGAN HARRIS, 85, 
ent repreneur, 
died July 
26 at home. 
Service 10 
a.m., Saturday  
at New Shiloh 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church. 

JAMES TYRONE CECIL, 
66, veteran, died 
July 23 at Miami 
V.A. Service 2 
p.m., Saturday 
in the chapel.

JOSEPH LAWYER, 75, 
retired, died 
July 26 at North 
Shore Hospital. 
Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel. 

BEVERLY ALLEN. Services 
were held.

Hadley Davis MLK

M.A. Hall
DARIN L. WILLIAMS, JR., 

27, driver, died 
July 24. Service 
1 p.m., Satur-
day at Greater 
Holy Cross Mis-
sionary Baptist 
Church.

 
SILVERIO FERREIRA, 79. 

Arrangements are incomplete.

Trinity
RONNIE LORENZO WHITE, 

SR., 57, chef, 
died July 24 at 
home. Service 
12 p.m., today 
at Greater 
Holy Cross 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church. 

Range
CLARENCE PAGE, 94, 

retired long 
distance truck 
driver for Lend 
Lease Trucking 
C o m p a n y , 
died July 23. 
S u r v i v o r s 
include his 
daughters, Eva Page Weaver 
(Leon) and Gloria Page 
Barnes (Warren); son, William 
Charles Page, Sr. (Dorothy); 
a host of other relatives and 
friends. Viewing 2-7 p.m., 
today in the chapel.  Service 11 
a.m., Thursday at Friendship 
Missionary Baptist Church.  

IDA MAE WOODS,  83, retired 
h o m e m a k e r , 
died July 23. 
S u r v i v o r s 
include her 
h u s b a n d , 
Leon Woods;  
daughters, Linda 
Woods, Tangela 
Smith, Angela Cooper, and  
Jennice Welch; son, Wallace 
Woods; many grandchildren, 
and great-grand-children; 
and a host of other relatives 
and friends. Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday in the chapel. 

RUTHIE MAE JONES, 82, 
retired from 
The Dept. of 
Justice (DEA) 
Administration 
D i v i s i o n , 
died July 26. 
M e m o r i a l 
Service/Viewing 
6-8 p.m., Friday at New 
Jerusalem  Missionary Baptist 
Church of West Park. Service 
10 a.m., Saturday at 93 Street 
Community Baptist Church.

BOBBIE PASCHAL, JR, 87, 
retired barber, 
died July 29.  
Viewing 5-8 
p.m., Friday at 
New Corinth 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.  
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at New Corinth 
Missionary Baptist Church.                                                                           

Wright and Young
KANESHA JORDAN, 35, 

cashier, died 
July 25. Service 
12 p.m., today in 
the chapel.

CLYDE SMYTH, 79, self-
e m p l o y e d , 
died July 27. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

CURTIS MUNGIN, 52, 
d i r e c t o r , 
died July 26. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at 
New Jerusalem 
Primitive Baptist 
Church.

BERTRAIN ORTNELL 
FOWLER, 87, 
retired, died 
July 27 at North 
Shore Hospital. 
S u r v i v o r s 
i n c l u d e s : 
wife, Mittie; 
four children, 
Roslyn Williams (Harold), 
Joyce Davis (Jesse), 
Ivenette Black (Rory) and 
(deceased) Bernard (Azura); 
and host of grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, cousins; caregiver, 
Francesca Antoine and 
neighbors on NW 74 Street. 
Viewing 3-8 p.m., Friday in 
the chapel. Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at Liberty City Church 
of Christ.

Richardson
EDDIE RAMSON, JR., 

75, insurance 
agent, died July 
22 at home. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Friday at Refuge 
Church of Our 
Lord.

MARY MAGDALENE 
GAITER, 88, 
retired dietitian, 
died July 27 at 
Select Specialty 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 3 p.m., 
Saturday at 
Mount Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church.

PAUL LINVAL CARTER, 
75, retired 
custodian, died 
July 25 at home. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Friday in the 
chapel.

EDWIN KEITH "PIG" 
B U R L E Y , 
57, dredged, 
died July 23 
at Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday at Greater New 
Bethel Baptist Church.

SHAWNTRELL LATONYA 
ROBERTS, 37, security, died 
in Atlanta,GA. Service 4 p.m., 
Friday at Refuge Church of Our 
Lord.

Paradise
MATTIE L. GATLIN, 61,  

died July 27 at 
Jackson South 
C o m m u n i t y 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Martin Memorial 
A.M.E. Church.

MAMIE E. PINDER, 79,  
died July 24 at 
Baptist Hospital. 
Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Second Baptist 
Church.

WILLIAM D. RIGBY, 68, died 
July 25 at South 
Dade Nursing & 
Rehabi l i tat ion 
Center. Service 
11 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

Hall Ferguson Hewitt
ANTHONY J. WAITERS, 

SR., 55, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
worker, died July 
21. Service 12 
p.m.,  Saturday 
in the chapel.

Hadley Davis
Miami Gardens

IIESHA BRATHWAITE, 27, 
died July 25 at 
Geary Commu-
nity Hospital. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at 
Opa-Locka Unit-
ed Methodist 
Church. 

MAEDORTHE SAUNDERS, 
66, died July 
26 at North 
Shore Hospi-
tal. Service 12 
p.m., Saturday 
at New Gen-
eration Baptist 
Church. 

ARTHUR STOKES, 87, re-
tired, died July 
30 at home. 
Service 11:30 
a.m., Saturday 
at Church of 
the Lord Jesus 
Christ of the 
Apostolic Faith.

DEMETRIUS POND, 47, 
cook, died July 
30 at North 
Shore Hospi-
tal. Service 12 
p.m., Saturday 
at Mt. Calvary 
Baptist Church.

TYRONE A. COBBINS, 38, 
shipping clerk, 
died July 28. 
Service 10 
a.m., Saturday 
at Mt. Olive 
Primitive Bap-
tist Church.

Eric L. Wilson
WILLIANA CONKLIN, 

42, manager, 
died July 19. 
Service: 11 
a.m., Saturday  
at House of God 
Miracle Revival 
F e l l o w s h i p 
Church, Hollywood, FL.

ERNEST DAVIS, 59, 
e l e c t r i c i a n , 
died July 23 in 
Atlanta, GA. 
Viewing 5-9 
p.m., Friday 
at New Birth. 
Service 2:30 
p.m., Saturday 
at New Birth Faith Tabernacle 
in Hallandale, FL.

HECTOR JAMES SMITH, 
59, head cook, 
died July 23 
in Charlotte, 
SC.  Service 2 
p.m., Saturday 
at Mt Zion AME 
Church In West 
Park, FL.

PAUL BURG, 82, died July 
29. Private service with family.

ODELL FULMORE, 60, 
cafeteria worker, 
died July 26 at 
home. Service 
4 p.m., Saturday 
at Jordan Grove 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

Mortuary Services

GERALDINE MITCHELL, 
72, social 
worker, died July 
25. Service 11 
a.m., Thursday 
in the chapel.

Royal

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Elbert “Big Man” Howard, a 
co-founder of the Black Panther 
Party who served as newspa-
per editor, information officer 
and logistics genius behind 
the group’s popular social pro-
grams, has died at age 80.

His wife, Carole Hyams, says 
Howard died Monday in Santa 
Rosa, California, after a long ill-
ness.

Friends and family described 
Howard as a “gentle giant” who 
could paint in words what a jazz 
song was saying. Howard was 
an author, volunteer jazz disc 
jockey, lecturer and activist in 
Sonoma County, where he later 
made his home.

Howard was one of six people 
who founded the Black Panther 
Party for Self-Defense in Oak-
land in October 1966, along with 
Bobby Seale and Huey Newton. 
The political organization start-
ed out patrolling police for pos-
sible abuse against blacks.

Key members quit in 1974 
after years of fatal fights with 
police and each other. Later it 
became clear that the FBI had 
engaged in surveillance and ha-
rassment to undermine the par-
ty and incriminate its leaders.

Howard quit the party in 1974, 
but in its active years, he served 
as editor of its newspaper and 
deputy minister of informa-
tion. He traveled to Europe 
and Asia to set up chapters and 
was responsible for the social 
programs that made the party 
famous.

Billy X. Jennings, a longtime 
friend and party archivist, said 
Howard was the person who 
negotiated lower prices and 
organized refrigerated trucks 
for food giveaways. Later, as an 
administrator at a local college, 
he organized a program for jail 
inmates to take courses.

“He was a beloved member,” 
Jennings said. “People might 
have had different grudg-
es against Bobby or Eldridge 
(Cleaver), but nobody got a 

grudge against Big Man.”
Howard was born Jan. 5, 1938, 

in Chattanooga, Tennessee, as 
the only child of Emma and 
Anderson Howard. He joined 
the Air Force and was posted 
to Travis Air Force Base in Fair-
field, California.

Jennings said after he was 
discharged, Howard enrolled 
in Merritt College, where he 
met Seale and Newton. Seale 
remains active in politics. New-
ton was killed in 1989.

Hyams was a nurse when she 
met Howard in 1969; they broke 
up when he started traveling on 
party business.

“He was huge, he was impres-
sive, he was quiet,” she said. 
“He seemed shy almost, but 
carried himself with great dis-
tinguishment.”

After Howard left the party, 
he returned to Tennessee and 
worked as a sales manager, 
Jennings said. The friends got 
back in touch in the 1990s, and 
Howard became active in party 
reunions and events.

In 2005, Hyams reached out 
to Howard by phone after a 
friend’s son found his informa-
tion online. They got back to-
gether and were married in her 
Sonoma County home in 2008.

In addition to his wife, survi-
vors include his daughter Tyni-
sa Howard Wilson of Landover, 
Maryland, and grandsons Jaylen 
and Amin; stepson Robert 
Grimes of San Pablo, California, 
and three step-grandchildren.

Elbert Big Man Howard, 
Black Panther Party 
co-founder, dies at 80

Elbert Howard

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

MRS. DESSIE BUTTS
05/30/1931-08/05/2017

To a beloved mother so 
rare: I will hold you in my 
heart until I can hold you in 
heaven.

“Mama I miss you every 
day...”

Nakia Ingraham
DEVILSON DELVA, 84, 

delivery personnel, died July 
21. Service 10 a.m., Saturday 
in the chapel.

 
NORMA MATTHEWS, 66, 

nursing assistant, died July 21. 
Service 1:30 p.m., Saturday in 
the chapel.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

CLEORA MARTINEZ
08/03/33 - 05/13/03

Happy Birthday, Mom. 
We love and miss you, very 
much. 

Sincerely,
The Family

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

ETTA MAE ANDERSON
08/07/1922 - 02/22/1993

All your boys are with you 
now. I will always love you, 
Mama.

 Joann

Card of Thanks

The family of the late,

LARRY URIE JOSEY, SR.

Larry’s death has hap-
pened; and we are filled with 
feelings of loss and tears of 
emptiness.  

I want to thank all his friends 
and family for the support as 
we shared in this mystery and 
meaning of this death.

Your caring presence has 
helped comfort us and assure 
us that Larry has touched 
many lives then all of us 
together. For everything you 
have done to console me and 
my family in our time of be-
reavement we are sincerely 
grateful. Thank you.

Joann and family.

Mitchell
GLENWOOD C. MARTIN, 

60, retired tire 
t e c h n i c i a n , 
died July 29. 
Viewing 4-8 
p.m., Friday at 
Mitchell Funeral 
Home, 8080 
NW 22 Ave., 
Miami, 33147. Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday at New Mount Zion 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
Hialeah.


