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‘You, your 
hair, no!’

VICTIMS
BROKEN SYSTEMOF A

Yaairness Rashad Bryant and Anthony 
Clinch were arrested, jailed and charged 
with first-degree murder and first-degree 
attempted murder in May.

Their mugshots in prison reds were on 
display for press coverage.

The police were able to obtain a prob-
able cause arrest warrant, which was 
reviewed by prosecutors and signed by a 
judge.  The two suspects sat in a pre-tri-
al facility, denied bail because they faced 
murder charges.    

After their arrest, Bryant’s mother said 
her son was home with his daughter. 
Clinch said he was shopping with his 
mother. But police did not listen.

It took actual surveillance video of the 
store to get Clinch released.

Their alibis were not checked out until 
after they were processed in the system. 
The police made a mistake, issuing a 
mea culpa. 

“It’s the right thing to do,” said Miami 
Police Chief Jorge Colina when forced to 
release the two young Black men.

Clinch and Bryant are a model case 
of what it is like to be a victim of “the 
system.”  However, many Black Miami 
residents can tell similar, negative, 
life-changing stories when dealing with 
the criminal justice system.  Could their 
race have played a part in the swift 
arrest and charges?

A report issued by the Greater Miami 

Chapter of the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Florida last week shows vast 
inequities in treatment and outcomes 
for Blacks within the criminal justice 
system.

“This report demonstrates that race 
and ethnicity shape Miami-Dade Coun-
ty’s criminal justice system,” states the 
report dubbed “Unequal Treatment: Ra-
cial and Ethnic Disparities in Miami-Dade 
County Criminal Justice.”

On Monday, Stephen Hunter Johnson, 
chair of the Miami-Dade County Black 
Affairs Advisory Board wrote in an op-ed 
that the report provides “credence” to 
anecdotal evidence defendants of color 
face harsher penalties than whites in 
the county’s criminal justice system.

“The question now is—“What are we 
going to do about it?” Hunter Johnson 
asks.

Black legal professionals see this 
report as the beginning of a real conver-
sation about racism within the criminal 
justice system and a need for a call to 
action.

Attorney Trelvis Randolph, who served 
as a public defender for six years at the 
beginning of his legal career said it is 
time for action.

“This study was meant to be the 
beginning, a blueprint or roadmap, so we 
can have some concrete solutions,” said 
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New ACLU report shows vast disparities in 
criminal justice system based on race

NYAMEKYE DANIEL
ndaniel@miamitimesonline.com

A representative for a California-based swim-
suit line, accused of racism said the company 
is “deeply disturbed by the allegations,” and is 
standing by its record of diversity.

KYA Swim is in damage-control mode after a 
group of Black models were turned away from a 
casting during Miami Swim Week.

“We are in the midst of looking into the events 
of last Thursday to review the actions of the pro-
duction company in charge of the casting call,” 
wrote Amanda Rodriguez, of KYA Swim, in an 
email.

However, Joia Talbott said she and three other 
Black models traveled to Miami from Los Angeles 
to try out for the swimsuit-themed fashion week, 
July 12-17. But when 
they went they were 
met with an overall 
tone of disrespect and 
disallowance, Talbott 
said.

“They weren’t really, 
like seeing us … It’s 
a runway show so, to 
audition, you have to 
walk the runway,” said 
Talbott. “Half the time, 
they won’t let us walk, 
or they would stop us 
in the middle of the 
walk and say, ‘thank 
you.’ They wouldn't 
even like take our comp 
cards or look at them.”

Talbott and her 
friends, Kacey Leggett 
and Brandi Necole are 
professionals signed 
to major modeling 
agencies. Leggett was 
featured on the reality 
show, “America’s Next 
Top Model.” Talbott is a commercial and print 
model who has been featured in work for brands 
like Target, Heineken, Best Buy and Ulta Beauty.

They know that rejection is a normal part of 
castings, but this was different, according to 
Talbott.

 At the July 12 casting for KYA Swim at Plym-
outh Hotel Miami, Talbott and nine other models 
accepting “dark skin.”Only one of the Black mod-
els was able to get into the casting room.

                                         SEE MODELS 8A

REJECTIONS BLACK MODELS HEAR 
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State Rep. Roy Hardemon 
thought he was doing a good 
thing by breaking up a fight at 
the advisory board meeting for 
Model City earlier this month.

The fight left board member 
Sarah Alvin Smith gasping for 
breath.  Hardemon said he was 
scratched by board member 
Renita Holmes who was hauled 
away in an ambulance.

The first-term law-
maker is seeking 
re-election come No-
vember and has drawn 
two challengers. Trou-
ble seems to find Har-
demon, who has been 
arrested more than 

one dozen times. And at least 
one of his Democratic oppo-
nents Joseph Beauvil for the 
Aug. 28 primary has made it 
a campaign issue. The other 
opponent, Dotie Joseph, has 
an Ivy league educa-
tion, and some have 
accused her of put-
ting Hardemon down. 
Overall, his opponents 
say they are not focus-
ing on his past or his 

education and 
more about 
what they can do for 
the voters.

Still, the scuffle in-
volving Holmes has 
drawn attention to 
his past dealings with 
women and the law.

H o l m e s , 
who herself 
has a history 
of conflicts 
at public 
m e e t i n g s , 
reached out 
to The Mi-
ami Times 
to give her version of the story.

Holmes said the 
conflict began when 
Smith declared that 
she would act as ser-
geant-at-arms for the 
meeting.

“After the meeting, 
Sarah came up to me. I 
kind of brushed at her 

to leave me,” said Holmes.
Holmes said while Smith 

was raising her cane to hit her, 
“Hardemon put his hand on my 
throat to push me back.” 
Holmes said she catches a lot of 
retaliation for ethical issues she 

finds in her research.
Hardemon admitted that 

Holmes is excellent at doing re-
search, but he said she also “has 
some kind of mental health is-
sue.”

“I have PTSD [post traumat-
ic stress disorder . . . ,” said 
Holmes “I’m not crazy. I’m 
traumatized.”

Holmes corrected Harde-
mon’s account of the melee at 
the meeting.  Holmes said her 
pants were pulled down at a 
meeting in May 2016.  “They 
weren’t only cops,” said Holmes 
about the incident.  “There 
were members of the meeting 
who did that to humiliate me.”

Holmes wanted to press 
charges against Hardemon for 
putting his hands on her, but 
she said the police saw the 
scratches on his face and neck.  
She was told that she would be 
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Hardemon seeks fighting 
chance against opponents 
Representative’s criminal history 
follows him on the campaign trail

Hardemon

Beauvil

Joseph
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Photo courtesy of Ankara Swim

Alana Smith walks for Jamaican design-
er, Tasha & Tianna at the Ankara Swim runway 
show on July 14.

Spring 2018 was 
the most racially 
diverse New York 

Fashion Week 
in recent history, 
according to the 
diversity report. 
About 63 per-

cent of castings 
were white and 
37 percent were 

nonwhite. In com-
parison in 2015, 
20 percent were 

nonwhite.

“

K. BARRETT BILALI
Miami Times Contributor

48 percent 
of Florida’s 

prison popu-
lation is Black 
while about 17 
percent of the 
state’s popula-
tion is Black.
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Trump, Putin: ‘A double negative’
It is an unfathomable 

proposition that the day 
would ever come when 
America could rightly 
question the loyalties of 
its own president, but that 
is precisely where we have 
arrived.

Donald Trump’s “Sur-
render Summit” with Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin of 
Russia was such a disloyal, 
traitorous display that it 
boggles the mind.

Russia attacked our 
election in 2016. Russia. 
Moscow did it to help get 
Trump elected. Putin him-
self admitted that “patri-
otic” Russian hackers may 
have meddled in the elec-
tion. These are not open 
questions. These are facts.

And yet, Trump chose 
to meet with the man who 
directed those attacks. He 
did so one on one behind 
closed doors, so we have no 
idea what they discussed, 

confessed, agreed to or 
even conspired.

At the news conference 
that followed the meeting, 
Trump undercut our own 
intelligence community, 
instead siding with Putin, 
saying:

“I have President Putin. 
He just said it’s not Russia. I 
will say this. I don’t see any 
reason why it would be.”

After which Trump said, 
“So I have great confidence 
in my intelligence people, 
but I will tell you that Pres-
ident Putin was extremely 
strong and powerful in his 
denial today.”

Then he said: “What he 
did is an incredible offer. He 
offered to have the people 
working on the case come 
and work with their inves-
tigators, with respect to the 
12 people. I think that’s an 
incredible offer.”

That’s right, Trump 
thinks the criminal’s denial 

of the crime was “powerful” 
and thinks it’s an “incredi-
ble offer” that the criminal 
wants to help investigate 
the crime he committed.

Trump on Tuesday tried 
to backpedal one minor 
part of his comments, say-
ing:

“In a key sentence in 
my remarks I said the 

word ‘would’ instead of 
‘wouldn’t.’ The sentence 
should have been: ‘I don’t 
see any reason why it 
wouldn’t be Russia.’ Sort of 
a double negative.

No, the negatives are 
that there is now an open 
question as to whether 
this president is compro-
mised by or somehow loy-
al to the Russians, and that 
he has conditioned and 
cowed an entire Ameri-
can political party into not 
only supporting his be-
havior but defending it.

This is truly an Ameri-
can crisis moment.

Trump conducted him-
self as if he was hos-
tage to Putin; Republi-
can lawmakers conduct 
themselves as if they are 
hostage to Trump. Our 
country may well be hos-
tage to it all.

That is a chilling thing 
to digest.

CHARLES BLOW, The New York Times

Trump conducted 
himself as if he was 

hostage to Putin; 
Republican lawmakers 

conduct themselves 
as if they are hostage 
to Trump. Our country 

may well be hostage to 
it all.

“

Congress must stop family separation
Like many Americans, the 

treatment of children and fam-
ilies at the border has shaken 
me to my core. 

The deadline to reunify par-
ents with children under 5 was 
July 10, and the deadline to re-
unify children five and older is 
July 26.   The Administration 
has asked for an extension say-
ing it would need more time to 
reconnect parents and children 
in certain cases. They have re-
quested an extension to the 
deadline, but the court is still 
monitoring and it has yet to be 
granted.

 It’s no secret that Donald 
Trump views immigrants with 
disdain. He has called Mexi-
cans “rapists” and referred to 
immigrants as “animals.” 

 The Trump Administration 
has embraced nativist dog 
whistles from day one.

 Nowhere is this clearer than 
in the shameful “zero toler-
ance” policy pursued by Pres-

ident Trump, which has sepa-
rated families, locked kids in 
facilities, and traumatized in-
nocent children. 

 Families come to this coun-
try seeking asylum. They 
undertake grueling, danger-
ous journeys in the hope that 
America will provide safe 
harbor from the violence that 
they are fleeing. Some are es-
caping domestic abuse, others 
have come to our shores to 
save their families from gangs. 
None expect to have their chil-
dren ripped from their arms 
when they finally reach safety.

This is not the first time in 
America’s history that we have 
separated young children of 
color from their parents. It 
happened during the Middle 
Passage.

 It chills me to the bone to 
know our government would 
repeat this dark history of jail-
ing children and splitting up 
families.

Before the abolition of slav-
ery, children of Black slaves 
were sold by owners at will. 
This was a constant fear for 
enslaved families—that their 
beloved children would be 
sold away, never to be seen 
again. 

 Starting in the 19th centu-
ry, Native Americans were 
forced to send their children 
to government or church-run 
boarding schools, known as 
“Indian Schools.” There, these 

children were stripped of their 
culture, forced to cut their hair 
and given new names. These 
schools existed in America un-
til the 1970s. 

 America also has a long his-
tory of jailing entire families, 
like the Trump Administration 
now wants to do with asylum 
seekers. Who can forget the 
devastating internment camps 
of the 1940s, where people of 
Japanese ancestry were forced 
to live during World War II. 
This policy was such a source 
of national shame that in 1988, 
the U.S. government signed 
legislation formally apologiz-
ing and providing restitution to 
interned Japanese-Americans.

 Instead of learning from 
our painful history, the Trump 
Administration is repeating 
the mistakes of our past and 
inflicting more trauma on fam-
ilies seeking safe harbor from 
the violence and abuse they 
left behind. 

REP. BARBARA LEE, D-CALIF. , D-Calif.

These human rights 
violations must  
be addressed  
immediately.

“

A white woman’s word can still kill
Emmet Till’s lynching was 

a spark that helped ignite 
the civil rights movement. 
And until recently, historians 
widely agreed on this point: 
Till did what Carolyn Bryant 
accused him of and, in doing 
so, violated a social more of 
the Jim Crow South, unjust 
as those mores were and ap-
palling as his punishment re-
mains. In other words, they 
believed Bryant. 

Now in her 80s, Bryant has 
changed the story she told 
under oath. In 1955, she said 
Till whistled at her, grabbed 
her by the waist and “ver-
bally threatened her.” But 
last year, she told Duke Uni-
versity Timothy Tyson “that 
part’s not true.” In Tyson’s 
book, The Blood of Emmett 
Till, Bryant is quoted as say-
ing that “nothing that boy did 
could ever justify what hap-
pened to him.”

Last week, the Department 
of Justice reopened the case 
of Till’s murder. DOJ officials 
said that they have “new in-
formation,” but did not spec-

ify what it was. Some specu-
late that Bryant — who now 
goes by Carolyn Donham 
— could face charges. If she 
does face legal consequenc-
es, it will diverge from the 
norm in instances like this, in 
which a white woman turns 
her social power into a lethal 
weapon directed at black and 
brown people.

Bryant is the foremother of 
contemporary white women 
who call the police on Black 
people sitting in a Starbucks, 
barbecuing in a park or nap-
ping in a dorm. These white 
women know their accusa-
tions have power, are readily 
believed and face few conse-
quences for words that can 
and do end lives. 

To be sure, white wom-
en are not the only threat 
to Black people going about 
their business. After all, in 
2014 it was a white man who 
called the Beavercreek, Ohio, 
police and told them some-
one was walking around in-
side a Walmart pointing a 
rifle at customers, including 

children. The man, Ronald 
Ritchie, had lied on that call. 
When police arrived and en-
countered John Crawford III, 
a Black man who was holding 
a BB gun he intended to buy; 
police shot and killed him. 
Regardless of gender, white 
people are more likely to 
see such resources as the 911 
emergency apparatus, cam-
pus police or store managers 
as at their disposal. And our 
society is geared to believe 
the stories that white people 
tell, especially white women.

When Carolyn Bryant 

pointed her finger at Till 
and falsely accused him of 
approaching her with sexual 
bravado, she did so within a 
structure that was geared to 
believe her story over his. 
She brought the full force of 
the white supremacist power 
structure down on him. Her 
false accusation ended his 
life as surely as if she had tied 
that 75-pound cotton gin fan 
around his neck.

Given the white suprem-
acist constellation of those 
holding power at the DOJ and 
the White House, it is a good 
idea to exercise extreme cau-
tion before giving in to jubila-
tion at the thought of justice 
for Emmett Till. For example, 
there’s still no federal law 
against lynching, although 
a bill was just introduced — 
in 2018 — would make it a 
federal crime. Meanwhile, as 
writer Jamil Smith observed 
about the Till case, “I doubt 
that we’ll see [Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff] Sessions ordering 
the arrest of a white South-
ern lady in her 80s.” 

JESSIE DANIELS, Professor at The City University Of New York

Carolyn Bryant is 
the foremother of 

contemporary white 
women who call the 

police on  
Black people

“

The Miami chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union’s 
report on racial disparities in Maimi-Dade County released 
July 19 seemed like it should have been a bombshell, but no 
one was really running for shelter. 

Dubbed “Unequal Treatment: Racial and Ethnic Dispar-
ities in Miami-Dade Criminal Justice,” the report outlined 
how people of color were treated inferiorly to whites. The 
report found that almost every place a Black person touched 
the criminal justice system in Miami-Dade, he or she could 
be discriminated against. The consensus of community lead-
ers seem to be that the report provided empirical data for 
anecdotal evidence, so now changes to the system can begin.

Did we really need to wait for empirical evidence to attack 
a broken system that destroys lives at the click of a handcuff, 
whether warranted or not?

Miami-Dade County Public Defender Carlos Martinez ac-
knowledges that the system is set up so that racially motivat-
ed sentencing could happen unchecked. No data was needed 
for that to be noticed and remedied.

The blame for the disproportionate amount of Black 
people adversely interacting with the justice system could 
sometimes be attributed to false arrests and racial profiling 
by police. But the report puts the blame squarely on the judi-
ciary. When they are seeking office, judges aren’t allowed to 
talk about their position on cases. The media nor the public 
rarely gets a chance to hear their thoughts on issues for fear 
that they may be accused of bias. Could it be that because the 
public does not hear more from judges, no one truly knows 
who they are electing? Some judges develop patterns, and 
attorneys can predict some of their attitudes toward cases. 
But this report shows how powerful and damaging a racially 
motivated judge could be. 

Miami-Dade Circuit Judge Stephen Millan resigned re-
cently amid allegations of racist comments. Millan caved in 
only after public outcry and pressure from Black bar asso-
ciations. But the culture of the “black robe” could have pro-
tected their own if the evidence hadn’t mounted. 

Millan’s cases were reviewed and the overall finding is 
that he gave longer sentences to Black people. Those cas-
es’ sentencing guidelines need not only be reviewed for a 
determination as to whether the sentences were too long or 
too onerous, those defendants should be given new trials or 
their sentences commuted if the defendants have served suf-
ficient time for the crime for which they have been accused. 
By following through on rectifying Millan’s known bias and 
his bad acts, it would be a start to correcting a system that 
is wildly off course and completely without accountability. 

Judges need to be held 
accountable; start 

with Millan’s cases

CARTOON CORNER
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The owner of Little Haiti’s 
signature restaurant pleaded 
with members of the Miami 
Planning, Zoning and Appeals 
Board to defer a decision that 
could eventually change the 
face of the neighborhood.

Wilkinson Sejour, owner of 
Chef Creole, was joined by doz-
ens of others last Wednesday 
who took to the podium to voice 
their concerns about big-brand 
developers looking to move into 
the area.

Residents urged the appeals 

board to defer the decision 
to allow the rezoning of cer-
tain parcels of Little Haiti for 
the Magic City Special Area 
Plan until developers devise a 
more-inclusive benefits package 
that better represents the com-
munity’s needs and goals.

The zoning board members 

were unmoved and approved on 
a 7-2 vote, the current terms of 
the proposal, and recommend-
ed approval of the project to the 
city commission.

The community is distrustful 
of the developer’s plans, and 
fear the loss of indigenous busi-
ness, displacement and erad-
ication of the neighborhood’s 
culture. The plans will next be 
presented to the city commis-
sion for review after it recon-
venes in September. 

Sejour echoed the sentiments 
of the majority of people in his 
community.  

“It is simple, common sense 

that the area needs a compre-
hensive master plan,” said Se-
jour. He criticized the fast-track-
ing of the project, alleging that 
it is being done without consid-
ering how Little Haiti could be 
affected by the resulting gentri-
fication.

“It is one more example of un-

fair advantages for developers 
and restrictions for the people,” 
he said to the board. “It is im-
portant that people are attract-
ed to Little Haiti because of its 
culture, and we do not want, for 
the sake of development, to not 
include the people in this pro-
cess.”

The Magic City Innovation 
District is purported to be a 
state-of-the-art residential, 
business and entertainment 
hub. It is estimated to be a $1 
billion project with a construc-
tion timeline of 10 years. The 
proposed live-work-and-play 
district promises a model of 
urban revitalization with a fo-
cus on the local community and 
economy. 

The project is being heralded 
by various developers such as 
Neil Fairman, CEO of Plaza Eq-
uity Partners; Bob Zangrillo of 
Dragon Global; and Guy Lalib-
erté, a Canadian billionaire and 
co-founder of Cirque Du Soleil, 
who will head the project’s cre-
ative vision. 

The innovation district will 
be located along Northeast Sec-
ond Ave to the railroad track 

and from Northwest 60th to 
64th streets.

At the meeting, where rep-
resentatives of the developers 
explained in detail every part 
of their plan, they stressed their 
due diligence and inclusion of 
community interests in their 
vision. Little Haiti is roughly lo-
cated between Northwest 54th 
to 79th streets and Northwest 
Sixth to Northeast Second av-
enues.

Fairman is confident that his 
team has done the proper out-
reach efforts within the local 
community to explain the ben-
efit of having such a district in 
Little Haiti. He personally met 
with more than 400 members 
of the community to hear their 
concerns, organized three dif-
ferent community meetings in 
the last year and flew members 
of the community to Canada to 
show them what his partner, 
Laliberté, has done with the 
Haitian community in Montre-
al. 

“We have done more out-
reach than any other project,” 
he said. “We have shown the 
community the plans, and we 
have explained it to them.”   

Zoning board vote to change the face of Little Haiti
The Magic City Special Area Plan 
advances to Miami City Commission

Miami Times Photos/Felipe Rivas 

The Miami City Hall chamber was filled with members of the Little Haiti community.

A flyer 
urging the 
community 
to activate 
and go to 
city hall to 
express their 
concerns. 

Wilkinson Sejour, owner of Chef Creole, urging the 
board to defer the planning and zoning board’s support 
of the Magic City Innovation District.
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A living wage for MIA 
concessionaire workers
The Miami-Dade County 

Commission gave final ap-
proval to living-wage protec-
tions for employees at Miami 
International Airport on July 
24.

The item, initially co-prime 
sponsored by Commission-
ers Barbara J. Jordan and 
Jose “Pepe” Diaz, extended 
the county’s living wage ordi-
nance to pay the county-con-
tracted workers up to $15.52 
an hour. 

Jordan originally spon-
sored an ordinance in May 
that would have extended 
the living-wage requirements 
to all vendors leasing space 
from the county, but that leg-
islation was vetoed by Mayor 
Carlos Gimenez.

Opa-locka official 
teaches politics 

Opa-locka Commissioner 
Matthew Pigatt will host “How 
to Run for Office” 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 1. The 
event will teach the commu-
nity about election laws and 
the role and responsibilities 
of an elected official. Pigatt 
has served as commission-
er since 2016, and his may-
oral campaign kickoff will be 
held 6:30 - 8 p.m. on Tues-
day, July 31 at the Opa-locka 
Train Station, 490 Ali Baba 
Ave.

S.O.L. Fete Miami 
Summer of Love Fest 

The Miami Urban Contem-
porary Experience (MUCE) 
will celebrate the end of its 
MUCE Summer Series with 
S.O.L. Fete Miami - Sum-
mer of Love Festival. The 

event will take place from 11 
a.m.-7 p.m. on Aug. 4 at the 
Tina Hills Pavilion at Bayfront 
Park, 301 Biscayne Blvd.

It is free to the public and 
includes pop-up art, paint 
classes, mini-golf, and a 
game zone. Also featured 
are back-to-school give-
aways, tug-of-war and fam-
ily yoga and reggae fitness 
classes. Food and music will 
also be available at the out-
door event.

YWCA-Miami offers 
free family programs 

YWCA-Miami is offer-
ing free medical services 
to women. Those medical 
services include mammo-
grams, diagnostic exams, 
ultrasounds, cervical cancer 
screenings, PAP smear tests 
and clinical breast exams. 
Screenings are available to 
women between the ages of 
20 and 49.

YWCA-Miami can be 
reached at fw@ywca-miami.
org or 305-377-9922 ext. 
225, 215, or 222.

Safe Summer Back to 
School Health Fair 

The city of Miami will be 
hosting the annual Safe 
Summer Back to School 
Health Fair 10 a.m. July 
28, at Charles Hadley Park. 
The event provides an op-
portunity for children and 
families to have access to 
free health-related informa-
tion and screenings. Free 
backpacks and school sup-
plies will be available on a 
first come, first served ba-
sis. Charles Hadley Park is 
located at 1350 NW 50 St., 
Miami.
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Miami Dolphins team mem-
bers will soon train closer to 
where they play home games.

The Miami-Dade Coun-
ty Commission on Tuesday 
approved a resolution to 
amend its existing stadium 
deal with the Miami Dol-
phins that will provide addi-
tional subsidy to build a new 
training facility next to the 
Hard Rock Stadium in Miami 
Gardens. 

The resolution, sponsored 

by District 1 Commission-
er Barbara J. Jordan, will 
increase the subsidies by 
$750,000 per year upon com-
pletion of a new practice fa-
cility and extend the length 
of the agreement based on 
the total price tag of the new 
facility, which would cost 
at least $50 million to build. 
The subsidies would be fund-
ed entirely by the county’s 
tourist tax. The training fa-
cility will be privately funded 
and expected to be completed 
by 2020. 

Under a separate agree-

ment Miami Gardens will 
provide the team an addition-
al $500,000 to offset its high-
er property-tax bill once the 
facility is built, a statement 
said.

The current stadium deal 
provides the Dolphin’s orga-
nization a maximum of $5 mil-
lion in subsidies for bringing 
marquee events to the stadi-
um. In the past years, several 
big-ticket events were hosted 
at Dolphin Stadium, includ-
ing the 2016 Orange Bowl and 
the 2017 sold-out internation-
al soccer match between FC 
Barcelona and Real Madrid, 
known as “El Clásico.”

As of today, Dolphins own-
er, Stephen Ross, has spent 

more than $500 million reno-
vating the stadium. The Dol-
phins have outgrown their 
current training facility locat-
ed at Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity in Davie. The organi-
zation considered expanding 
in Davie, as well as moving to 
Miramar, before closing in on 
the city of Miami Gardens. 

The project is expected to 
bring more than 100 jobs to 
Miami-Dade County and gen-
erate economic development 
opportunities for the area, 
explained Jordan. 

“I am so excited to bring 
the Miami Dolphins football 
headquarters and practice 
facility back to North Dade 
where it belongs,” she said. 

An artist's rendering 
of the Dolphin's new 

training facility in Miami 
Gardens. The training 

facility will host the 
team's training and 

operation offices. 

Football team will receive financial 
help to move headquarters to city

Photo courtesy of the Miami Dolphins 

New Dolphins training camp
is slated for Miami Gardens
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arrested, too.
“With his record, he has no 

business putting his hands on  
any woman,” said Holmes of 
Hardemon.

Like death and taxes, Hard-
emon’s criminal record is hard 
to get away from.

MULTIPLE ARRESTS
He was elected to represent 

District 108 as a state represen-
tative in 2016 despite pleading 
guilty to a misdemeanor in 
2014 for punching a woman in 
the face.  The victim also said 
he tried to drag her with his 
truck. In the 2014 case, he was 

placed on probation and forced 
to attend domestic abuse pre-
vention classes.

“He’s got anger management 
issues,” said Holmes.

Hardemon, now 56, has 19 
arrest records since 1987, list-
ing 35 crimes of which 12 were 
felonies, according to the Mi-
ami Herald.  He has avoided 
serving time in prison, agree-
ing to have the felony charges 
dropped or pleaded down to 
misdemeanors.

Hardemon's criminal record 
was raised by his opponent 
Beauvil at a public forum last 
month. 

“He says most of his arrests 
were civil disobedience,” said 
Joseph. “But when you look at 
the actual reports, they include 
everything from DWIs to rob-

bery and kidnapping. It is not 
OK to hit a woman, and most 
of us know that. Notwithstand-
ing his criminal past or history 
with domestic violence, that’s 
not the focus of my campaign.”

Hardemon maintains that his 
run-ins with the law happen 
while he is defending his com-
munity, not unlike the scene 
with Holmes as he defended 
Smith.

“Most of my criminal back-
ground is about serving peo-
ple,” said Hardemon, recalling 
how in 1980, he was handcuffed 
and arrested for standing up 
for families and victims who 
were thrown out of their hous-
es.

WHO IS EDUCATED?
If the attention to his crim-

inal past weren’t enough, now 
his and his opponent Joseph’s 
educational background are 
being discussed on social me-
dia. 

Joseph’s educational back-
ground on her website and 
flyers have stirred some local 
residents.  Joseph is a Yale Uni-
versity graduate and finished 
law school at Georgetown Uni-
versity. 

“Why is the focus on Roy and 
his education?” said Tangela 
Sears, who led a discussion on 
Facebook.

“If you tear Roy down be-
cause he doesn’t have an edu-
cation, how are you looking at 
the families in Liberty Square?” 
asked Sears.  “Cause a lot of 
them don’t have an education 
either. If she was so educated, 

she would know not to do neg-
ative ads in the Black commu-
nity,” said Sears.

Hardemon in his defense 
said he has been successful in 
life despite not going to col-
lege.

“College wasn’t my route,” 
said Hardemon. “She is uned-
ucated cause she don’t know 
what politics is all about. The 
matter is I won.  I beat the 
odds; I beat the system.  God 
selected me, and I did it.”

Joseph said she heard rum-
blings about her education 
but said she has not criticized 
Hardemon’s education nor 
published any negative ads 
thus far. She and Hardemon 
have squared off in public fo-
rums but have not come to 
blows. 

“I am not taking a position 
on his education or lack there-
of,” said Joseph, who held a 
fundraiser over the weekend.

“Some take issue because I 
am educated,” said Joseph in 
a statement.  “I have heard/
read critiques accusing me of 
thinking I’m better than my 
opponents because of the fact 
that I went to some Ivy League 
schools …, and I do not think 
I’m ‘better’ than anyone … .”

Joseph said she was proud of 
her legal background. 

“I do not apologize for hav-
ing graduated from Yale and 
Georgetown law,” said Joseph.  
“As a lawyer, I can identify 
issues in a way lay people 
can’t.  I am sure he does his 
best, but a legal background 
is important for lawmakers.”
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MICHAEL HARRIOT
The Root

1,462 days after Eric Garner 
wheezed the words “I can’t 
breathe” before giving up 
the ghost on a Staten Island 
sidewalk, the New York Po-
lice Department has decided 
to discipline Daniel Pantaleo, 
the police officer whose arms 
just happened to be wrapped 
around Garner’s neck at the 
time.

Well ... maybe
“Based on our most recent 

conversations, it has become 
clear that a definite date by 
which time a final decision by 
the U.S. DOJ will be rendered 
in this matter cannot be pre-
dicted,” wrote Lawrence By-
rne, the deputy commission-
er for legal matters for the 
NYPD.

According to the Associat-
ed Press, Byrne sent a letter 
to the Civil Rights Division 
of the Justice Department, 
stating: “The NYPD has come 
to the conclusion that given 
the extraordinary passage of 
time since the incident with-
out a final decision on the U.S. 
DOJ’s criminal investigation, 
any further delay in moving 
ahead with our own disci-
plinary proceedings can no 
longer be justified.”

On July 14, 2014, Eric Gar-
ner died from what the New 
York City Medical Examin-
er termed: “Compression of 
neck, compression of chest 
and prone positioning during 
physical restraint by police.”

Despite having had 18 alle-
gations of some sort of abuse 
or misconduct in 14 separate 
incidents before his encoun-
ter with Garner, that police 
officer, Daniel Pantaleo, is 
still employed as a police offi-
cer earning a six-figure salary 
after a grand jury declined to 
indict him in 2014.

After the incident, Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s attorney 
general, Loretta Lynch, in-
structed prosecutors to begin 
building a case for indictment. 
But Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein has been hes-
itant to push for prosecution 
since his boss and CEO of the 
Keebler elf empire, Jeff Ses-
sions, announced that his Jus-
tice Department would not 
continue the practice of pun-
ishing police officers, because 
it leads to”racial animosity.”

Now the NYPD says it will 
no longer wait for federal 
prosecutors and will hand 
the case over to its Civilian 
Complaint Review Board. 
The Department uses CCRB 
as an “impartial agency that 
has been independent of the 
police department since 1993” 
to review civilian complaints 
against police.

It is composed of nonpolice 
investigators who conduct 

investigations in cases of un-
necessary or excessive force, 
abuse of authority or discour-
tesy. In theory, it is more ef-
fective to have people outside 
the police department over-
see these kinds of allegations.

Although the NYPD typi-
cally waits for prosecutors to 
settle a case before handing it 
over to the CCRB, the Justice 
Department says it told the 
NYPD months ago that the 
CCRB could move forward, 
adding that the DOJ “does 
not have any bearing on the 

decision-making timeline.”
So four years and a day af-

ter Eric Garner was killed; 
three years, 5 days after the 
City of New York agreed to 

pay the family $5.9 million 
and seven months after the 
death of his daughter, Erica 
Garner, someone finally de-
cided to discipline the man 
who “compressed” Garner to 
death.

But the most ridiculous re-
sponse surrounding this news 
came from Pat Lynch, head of 
the Patrolmen’s Benevolent 
Association who wrote, in a 
statement, that Daniel Pan-
taleo, the man who handed 
Eric Garner a sidewalk death 
sentence, is “entitled to due 
process and an impartial con-
sideration of the facts.”

I laughed so hard...
I couldn’t breathe.

Spencer Platt (Getty Images) 

A child holds up a sign outside the Bethel Baptist Church before the funeral for Eric Garner on July 23, 2014, in 
New York City.

Four years later, NYPD prepares to 
discipline cop in Eric Garner's death
Police watchdog agency seeks 
charges in Black man’s slaying

Eric Garner and wife
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What are your thoughts on Florida’s ‘stand 
your ground’ law being used in court?

Alexandria Jones, 14
Miami

I feel like that’s a good law 
because it gives people the 
right to stand their ground if 
they are being threatened 
or attacked and to give their 
opinions. 

Cynitha Vilcina, 18 (twin)
North Lauderdale

It’s dangerous. People 
abuse that law. That’s like 
saying, “I will give you 24 
hours to go and kill someone 
that is a threat to you,” or 
saying you have the right to 
kill anyone you want.

Cynthia Vilcina, 18
North Lauderdale

I don’t like it because that’ll 
mean people can just kill a 
person because they feel 
afraid, which means an inno-
cent person can be killed for 
an unthinkable reason.

Kadejsha Jones, 24
Miami

Sometimes Florida’s stand 
your ground law can play its 
part because some people 
actually at times do feel 
threatened. But you also 
have people who abuse that 
law. They can kill or hurt an 
innocent person and will 
say that they were standing 
their ground or defending 
themselves. The law itself is 
debatable. 

Christopher Pearson, 23
Miami Gardens

I am all for the Florida’s 
stand your ground law. 
Right on! I think it should be 
allowed for people to have a 
legal weapon due to abnor-
mal behavior. There’s some 
crazy people out here.

Jakeya Berrette, 22
Miami

I feel it protects citizens’ 
rights for self-defense. How-
ever, it has sparked con-
troversy dealing with cases 
where it shouldn’t apply. For 
example, the Trayvon Martin 
case. The stand your ground 
law helped rule in favor of 
George Zimmerman, even 
with evidence from the 
prosecution showing that he 
was the perpetrator. Overall, 
the stand your ground Law 
is useful to cases where it 
applies and flawed where it 
doesn’t.

MODELS
CONTINUED FROM 1A

“After she came out, the 
casting director came out 
as well; she kind of peeked 
her head out of the door and 
down the hallway [at us],” 
said Talbott.

The creative director and 
the person directing the line 
then had “a side conversa-
tion.”

After that, Talbott said the 
person singled her out the 
line and confronted her.

“She came to me and said, 
‘You, your hair, no!’” said Tal-
bott. “The way she said it, 
made me feel like she was dis-
gusted by it.”

Before Talbott could get her 
clothes back over 
her swimsuit, that person 
came back with another mes-
sage from the casting direc-
tor: “You know what, just no 
dark skin, no dark skin at all.”

The casting was over, they 
were told. Yet, Talbott said 
another group of non-Black 
models were welcomed in af-
ter that.

Leggett and Talbott made 
an Instagram Story video, re-
porting the ordeal.

“Somebody tell Miami 
there is no such thing as too 
much brown skin,” Leggett 
said in the video.

Facebook user Macaro-
ni Tony shared the video on 
Facebook on July 13. It has 
been shared nearly 19,000 
times.

A source close to KYA 
Swim, who did not want to 
be unidentified, said during 
a phone interview, that the 
person who turned away the 
models is not an employee 
of KYA, but of Funkshion, a 
Miami production company 
that specializes in fashion 
shows. The source also said 

the models who were let into 
the room after, were there for 
a fitting and not the casting.

Talbott said that those oth-
er models were holding comp 
cards (large cards that are a 
cross between a business card 
and portfolio). They are only 
used for job-seeking purpos-
es.

FUNKSHION REBUTS
Natalija Stojanovic from 

Funkshion said the company 

only oversees the events and 
the overall production and at 
no point would have had in-
put in model selections.

Stojanovic also said Swim 
Week programming includ-
ed a diversity panel and that 
the shows featured, “full-fig-
ured models, petite, tall, 
models with disabilities and 
a breastfeeding model.”

White-washed runways 
has always been an issue 
throughout the fashion in-

dustry, said Alana Smith, a 
model and fashion industry 
consultant.

Spring 2018 was the most 
racially diverse New York 
Fashion Week in recent his-
tory, according to the diver-
sity report. About 63 percent 
of castings were white and 
37 percent were nonwhite. 
In comparison in 2015, 20 
percent were nonwhite.

 As a model for more than 
10 years and in the fash-
ion industry for all of her 
life, mostly in Los Angeles, 
Smith has been overlooked 
because of her golden tan 
skin tone and curly coils. 

“In LA, they have a partic-
ular look for the ‘Cali Girl.’ 
It’s not deep tones or afro 
hair,” said Smith. “You face a 
lot of rejection, so you have 
to have thick skin.”

Most designers have a 
quota on the number of eth-
nic-looking models they will 
hire, both Talbott and Smith 
said. Still, both models agree 
quotas need to change.

Designers, photographers 
and agencies may also have 
age, height and weight pref-
erences. For example, most 
runway models have to be 
at least 5 feet, 8 inches, said 
Smith, who teaches runway 
walking through her con-
sulting company, OnLaVe.

At 5 feet, 11 inches, Smith 
walked down the runway 
during Miami Swim Week 
at Ankara Swim. She wore 
a two-piece, high-waisted 
bikini mostly covered in Af-
rican print, by Jamaican de-
signer, Tasha & Tianne.

Because of the light sprin-
kles of darker hues on the 
runway, former Miss Nigeria 
Florida, Evelyn Onyejuruwa 
created Ankara Miami Week 
and the swimsuit edition, 
Ankara Swim.

The only requirements 
for the models for the fash-
ion shows are: confidence; a 
poignant personality; unique 
look; and a fierce walk, said 
Smith, who helps out with    
the casting.

“Women of color, all 
shapes and sizes are accept-
ed,” she said.

Freelance model Jazzmyn 
Rain tried out for six shows 
during Miami Swim Week. 
She was selected for two of 
them. One of them was An-
kara.

Rain, who has a caramel 
skin tone, also agrees that 
more Black faces should be 
added to the catwalk and not 
just as a passing trend. She 
did not have any challeng-
es during casting for Miami 
Swim, she said.

“I saw the video. Model-
ing is based on the look,” she 
said. “It’s what the designer 
is looking for at the time.”

Rain said she has encoun-
tered racism in the modeling 
industry in Miami by a Black 
makeup artist, who told her 
she was not “really Black.”

In addition to the racism, 
cultural appropriation also 
brought controversy to the 
event.

Nigerian Swimwear la-
bel Bfyne accused Brazil-
ian fashion designer, Silvia 
Ulson of plagiarism. Ulson 
showed a swimwear collec-
tion on July 12 that looked 
almost identical to Bfyne’s 
2017 line.

“You saw African swim-
wear with Native American 
headpieces, but you had 
nothing but white women 
walking for you. That’s crazy 
to me,” said Talbott.

Talbott did not walk at any 
of the shows during Swim 
Week. She was eager to go 
back to Los Angeles on Fri-
day, July 20.

Talbott is still trying to 
recover from the entire in-
cident.

“We are not lying here. 
We’re not mad. We’re not bit-
ter. We just want a chance,” 
said Talbott. “That’s it. See 
us. We are just as talented.”

Photo courtesy of Joia Talbott

Commercial and print model, Joia Talbott made a 
video detailing an incident where she and other Black 
models were shunned on July 12 during Miami Swim 
Week.

Photo courtesy of Funksion

Cacsmy Brutus, known Mama Cax, is a Haitian-Ameri-
can model who spoke at a diversity panel during Miami 
Swim Week.

SYSTEM
CONTINUED FROM 1A

waking up, and we need to 
start having some conversa-
tions about issues of disparity 
in our criminal justice sys-
tem. It is kind of hard to deny 
the issues when you have data 
and research.”

The report lists four areas 
in which many Black people 
find themselves victimized 
and treated with negative 
consequences when deal-
ing with the criminal justice 
system:  Arrest, pre-trial pro-
cessing, charging and sen-
tencing.

 “African Americans are 
arrested at rates higher,” said 
Randolph, after reviewing 
the report’s data. “They are 
targeted and arrested at a 
higher rate.”

There are Miami neigh-
borhoods that have become 
“geographic funnels” for ar-
resting Black citizens, said 
Randolph.

The report shows maps 
with color-coding to show 
such neighborhoods.  Over-
town, Liberty City, Opa-loc-
ka and other predominantly 
Black and Black Hispanic 
neighborhoods are highlight-
ed and noted for their high 
volume of arrests and deten-
tions.

Blacks are also charged 
higher bond rates and are 
less able to pay for a bond 
because of economic dispar-
ities.  And when it comes to 
charging the suspect, state 
attorneys have a mandate to 
get as many felony convic-
tions as possible. 

 “They have a wide lati-
tude of discretion but tend to 
charge Blacks with felonies 
more often,” said Randolph.

Carlos Martinez has head-
ed Miami-Dade County’s 
public defenders’ office for 
the past nine years.  He had 
been an assistant public de-
fender for 27 years and saw a 
multitude of injustices when 
it comes to the sentencing of 
many of the suspects he had 
to defend.

 “We have war stories,” 

said Martinez.  “We have a 
lot of the things that need to 
be done. My expectation is 
that there will be change as a 
result of the report.”

Martinez cites what is 
commonly called “the pun-
ishment code” to explain the 
disparity in sentencing.  The 
punishment code is a score-
sheet for felony cases to de-
termine a prison sentence by 
looking at a defendant’s past 
criminal record, the effect 
the crime had on the victim 
and other variables.

“It’s a perfect recipe for 
someone who wants to dis-
criminate,” said Martinez.  
“If you get a sentence in a 
Florida case, there is no basis 
to challenge the sentence. It 
makes it very easy for sen-
tencing to be racially mo-
tivated because there is no 
ability to challenge through 
appeal.”

Martinez notes that a judge 
has the ability to sentence a 
person to 20 years instead 
of the 2.5 to 4.5 years.  You 
can only see it by behavior, 
he said, and their decisions 
cannot be reviewed by an ap-
peals process.

“It is unchecked and un-
fettered discretion. That’s 
the problem,” said Marti-
nez.  “There is a tremen-
dous amount of leverage that 
both prosecutors and judges 
hold.”

Starting Aug. 1, Martinez 
said, his offices will be track-
ing the minimum and maxi-
mum sentences and will re-
cord who is the prosecutor 
and the judge.

“We have got to know what 
is happening in each court-
room,” said Martinez. We 
need to see who is exceed-
ing the minimum and why.  
This type of observation will 
change the absurd.” 

Melba Pearson, deputy di-
rector of the Miami branch 
of the ACLU worked for 
many years as a prosecutor.

Pearson suggests civil cita-
tion programs to reduce the 
number of disparities.

“I think we really have to 
look at the use of civil cita-
tion, and look at what our 
police are arresting citizens 

for,” she said. “How do we 
move forward to turn back 
the tide of the numbers that 
we are seeing?”

All three legal profession-
als agree that giving citations 
for court appearances would 
reduce the number of Black 
suspects being locked up for 
pre-trial hearings.

There is also a need to 
expand the use of diver-
sion programs. Pearson 
said first-offense situations 
warrant some sort of com-
munity service hours, coun-
seling or restitution to the 
victim. Contact with the 
criminal justice system could 
be the result of addiction 
or mental health issues, she 
said.  

“We also have to take a 
long, hard look at the use of 
bail,” said Pearson, who said 
bail does not assure the safe-
ty of the community. “Those 
who have money to pay, get 
out; those who don’t, stay in 
custody.”

Martinez agrees and sug-
gests that the bond amount 
of misdemeanors and other 
low-level cases be reduced to 
$100 so everyone can afford 
to pay it.

The report states:
“Detention pretrial for any 

number of days can have del-
eterious effects. Defendants 
detained, even for relatively 
short periods of time, may 
face repercussions at work, 
including termination.”

For Bryant and Clinch, 
after being detained for a 
crime they did not commit, 
their mug shots and stories 
about their arrests litter the 
internet still today.

 “Every community is im-
pacted by these disparities,” 
said Martinez.  He said being 
arrested makes it less likely 
to get a good paying job or 
you could lose the one you 
have.”

After the report was re-
leased, Bertila Soto, chief 
judge of the 11th Judicial Cir-
cuit of Florida said, the court 
system “will study this report 
and use it to inform our con-
tinuing work with the goal of 
eliminating disparities in our 
justice system.”
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BELYNDA WESLEY
Special to The Miami Times

W
hen Ultrina Harris started her venture 
into men shoes she never expected it 
to grow into what she has now: a men’s 
streetwear store.

Harris opened Suite One Ten in the 
Overtown Shopping Plaza because she wanted to contribute 
to the growth of the community in which she grew up. 

“Overtown is my community . . . it’s where I work, where 
I live, and it’s where I play,” Harris said. So, it made sense to 
stay in my community, so I can see it flourish.” 

Back in 2001, Harris and her husband were into the latest 
shoes. Then friends and family would ask for the same pair. It 
started with just a few pairs and then landed on 50-100 pairs of 
shoes, turning the passion into a business, a mobile business, 
Kicks on Wheels.

“They are well-loved in the community. They would bring 
the shoes to your door if you asked them,” said Micheal “Tip” 
Moton, a business friend and sales associate of Suite One Ten.  

Keeping up with trends, her business soon became popular 
in the community; and Harris saw her business growing. But 
she also saw the troubles previously incarcerated people were 
facing when looking for a job, so she opened her first store-
front at 175 NW 14th St., in Overtown. 

“I wanted to have the entrepreneur spirit . . . People were 
asking for employment opportunities, those who were recent-
ly incarcerated, and I had the power to not worry about back-
ground checks,” Harris said. 

With success sometimes comes trouble. Kick on Wheels 
closed in 2014 due to problems with the building. For three 
years, Harris networked, planned and she started talking with 
the Southeast / Overtown Park West Community Redevelop-
ment Agency.

Applying for a grant with the CRA is very competitive says 
Harris, but they work with individuals who are from the com-
munity. The CRA awards grants to small business, for interior 
and exterior build-outs.

In January 2017, Harris was awarded a $92,000 grant from 
CRA and opened in November 2017, changing the business 
name to Suite One Ten. In June, she held the official opening 
of the store, located at 1490 NW Third Ave., with a ribbon 
cutting and fashion show.

Miami Commission Chairman Keon Hardemon attended 
the event.

“They believed in my vision. They walked along side of me 
through the process with their services, their support and 
their leadership. I now have a business that is opened because 

of the CRA,” Harris said. 
With a new store, new location and a new 

name, Harris knew she had to bring more than 
just trending shoes to the table, so she added 
men’s clothing and apparel. Now customers 
who came for shoes could also purchase an 
outfit to go along with it.  

Along the walls inside the store, you’ll see 
full outfits, giving customers ideas on how to 
piece the clothing together and stay in style. 

Karen Lloyd, a veteran and also a resident 
of Overtown, enjoys being a repeat customer 
at Suite One Ten and makes it a point to shop 
there. She said she would rather come to the 
store, then travel to the mall for the same items 
she can find in her own community. 

“I am totally attracted to the displays; the 
displays brought me in, said Lloyd. “If they 
don’t have my size, there is always something 
else that I can find and that can fit my needs 
and my satisfaction here.” 

Already Harris is providing value to the 
community.

Harris partnered with nonprofit organiza-
tions such as Urgent Inc. which puts young 
girls through a three-week customer service 
and training internship in her store. The girls 
get first-hand customer service and retail skills. 

“I want to sustain a business but also teach 
business, so other young adults can have the 
same opportunities that I have,” Harris said. 
“If they have the knowledge, they will have the 
power to do whatever they want to do. I just 
want to spread that knowledge amongst the 
young people.”

Suite One Ten doesn’t plan on going any-
where any time soon. Harris is currently work-
ing on bringing other brands inside the store, 
including Champions and TI’s clothing brand, 
Hustle Gang. She tells The Miami Times that 
she will reach out to the local brands in Miami 
so she can support their products as well. 

From Kicks 
on Wheels to 
bricks, mortar

Miami Times photos/ Belinda Wesley

Suite One Ten opened to impact Overtown community

Overtown is my 

community… it’s 

where I work, where 

I live and it’s where 

I play,” Harris said. 

So, it made sense 

to stay in my com-

munity, so I can see 

it flourish.”

Ultrina Harris
Store Owner

“

Hats are on 
display at men’s 
clothing store, 
Suite One Ten.

Sales associate Michael Moton greets Karen Lloyd.

Pants are on display at men’s clothing store, Suite One Ten.
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CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA
NOTICE OF ELECTION 

OVERTOWN ADVISORY BOARD/ 
OVERTOWN COMMUNITY OVERSIGHT BOARD

On Tuesday, August 21, 2018, the City of Miami will be conducting an election for candidates 
interested in serving on the Overtown Advisory Board/Overtown Community Oversight Board 
(OAB/OCOB).  Voting by secret ballot will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the 
Culmer Center located at 1600 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Miami, FL.  There are 5 seats available for 
election, pursuant to Chapter 2, Article XI, Sec. 2-1052(c) of the Miami City Code.

Procedures for Nomination:  All persons nominated must be qualified voters in the Overtown 
Area.  Potential candidates can nominate themselves, or nominations for potential candidates 
can be made by any other person qualified to vote.  THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION MUST 
BE PROVIDED AT THE TIME OF NOMINATION:

The individual must be 18 years of age or older, and:
 a.  Be a resident of the Overtown Area; or
 b.  Own property or operate a business in the Overtown Area; or
 c.  Be an employee or board member of a community development corporation 
                or community based organization located in and providing services to the   
           Overtown Area; or
 d.  Operate or be an employee of a business in the Overtown Area.

Nomination forms are available at the Overtown N.E.T. Office located at 1490 N.W. 3rd Avenue, 
Suite #112-B, the City Clerk’s Office located at Miami City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, or 
online at the City Clerk’s website (http://miamigov.com/City_Clerk/Pages/Elections/OAB_
OCOB_Election.asp).  

**Completed nomination forms must be returned no later than 4:00 p.m. on Monday, 
August 6, 2018, to the Overtown N.E.T. Office or City Clerk’s Office.**

Potential candidates who are nominated for the election must attend a Candidate 
Qualifying Meeting from 2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 7, 2018, in the Culmer 
Center, located at 1600 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Miami, FL.  In the event, for reasonable cause, 
a potential candidate cannot be present at the Candidate Qualifying Meeting, they can be 
considered for nomination if notification is provided in writing to the City Clerk, Todd B. Hannon, 
at least 5 working days prior to the election of the reason for their absence.

Proof of qualification for candidates (see above requirements) must be provided at the 
Candidate Qualifying Meeting (driver’s license, lease, deed, payroll stub, etc.). Please note 
that proof of qualification for electors is the same as stated above.

The City Commission will consider the ratification of election results at the Miami City 
Commission meeting presently scheduled for September 13, 2018.  For further information 
contact Brandyss Howard, Overtown N.E.T. Administrator, at 305-960-5133, Sandra Forges, 
City of Miami Elections Coordinator, at 305-250-5369, or the City Clerk’s website (http://
miamigov.com/City_Clerk/Pages/Elections/OAB_OCOB_Election.asp).

    Todd B. Hannon
#31307    City Clerk 

Representation from all 
members of the community 
matters. Black people need 
to be a part of key aspects of 
programming, development 
and initiatives that aim to im-
prove or impact our quality 
of life.

As I waited in the airport 
on my way back to Miami 
from the NAACP’s 109th An-
nual Convention in San An-
tonio, Texas, I scrolled my 
Twitter feed and saw the Bea-

con Council’s tweet:
“This is an exciting time to 

be in Miami! Join us on July 
25th @MarlinsPark along 
with the local business com-
munity to celebrate this 
year’s #OneCommunityOne-
Goal’s Report to the Commu-
nity.” 

After reading that, I called 
some folks to see if they 
heard about the event and 
registered to attend. I got an 
overwhelming response of 

no. How could such 
a major event that 
will reveal what 
2030 looks like and 
provide a commu-
nity report and 
many of us don’t 
even know about 
it? Then I looked 
at the flyer, and 
it was clear to me why this 
happened again; there were 
no Black people on the initial 
program flyer. And you know 
that means if we are not rep-
resented in 2018 for making 
decisions about the years to 
come, we definitely won’t be 
represented in 2030 either. 
The president and CEO of 
the Beacon Council is a Black 
man, perhaps he should have 
been headlining that flyer 
and pitching the event to our 
community. I reached out 
via social media and recom-
mended to the Beacon Coun-
cil to advertise the meeting 
within the Black community 

in order to reach Black 
businesses; have more 
representation from 
the Black community; 
and include active, re-
sponsible civil rights 
organizations. 

Later that day, I 
was connected to 
the Beacon Council 

and shared my concerns in 
an email, too.  The next day, 
they took my advice and up-
dated the flyer, to include the 
council’s president, Michael 
Finney.

In many instances, not 
having representation keeps 
some priced-out of living 
here, disengaged and disen-
franchised. This is why it is 
so important that we voice 
our concerns not only on so-
cial media but for the record 
at town halls, by our vote, 
letter writing campaigns and 
even at various commission 
meetings. We belong here 
just like other nationalities. 

This is our “home,” too. The 
Beacon Council is the official 
economic development or-
ganization for Miami-Dade 
County and has been since 
1985. The Black community as 
a whole should have far more 
equity than it does now, but 
we don’t because we aren’t 
there leading those conver-
sations or agendas to ensure 
equity happens. And al-
though it is now 33 years lat-
er, we Blacks still have to ask 
to be “added” to the Beacon 
Council’s event flyer. Clearly, 
not much has changed for us. 

ROADMAP FOR EQUITY 
AND INCLUSION 

An opportunity has been 
extended to me as well as 
the leadership of the Mi-
ami-Dade Branch NAACP to 
meet with the Beacon Coun-
cil. During our upcoming 
meeting, I will identify the 
issues of underrepresenta-
tion, the inequities that exist 

and the lack of engagement 
and accountability. To solve 
this, first members of the 
Black community must be 
actively involved in the plan-
ning meetings, the overall 
strategic planning and serve 
as featured panel members 
too; secondly, events that are 
about the inner city should 
be held within the immedi-
ate area and a second part of 
the same event can be held 
elsewhere; thirdly, subcom-
mittees must be formed for 
each targeted industry and 
members of the Black com-
munity ought to be appoint-
ed to head those up; lastly, 
marketing and outreach must 
be inclusive of all residents. 
Now that sounds like one 
community, one goal.

Is your community being 
left out? Underrepresented 
in programs and initiatives? 
Let’s hear about it! Contact 
Daniella Pierre affordable-
housingmatters@gmail.com.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
MATTERS

Making one community goal
DANIELLA PIERRE, affordablehousingmatters@gmail.com

Pierre

Miami Times Staff Report

More 60 women 
converged at The 
Wynwood Yard last 
Wednesday night to 
attend the launch 
of the Miami chap-
ter of ColorComm, 
a national member-
ship organization 
for women of color 
working in commu-
nications. More than 
half of the attendees 
applied to join at the 
opening event. 

Many women ex-
pressed excitement at 
having a local chap-
ter to call their own 
on social media using 
the hashtag #Col-
orCommMIA. 

“Just joined #Col-
orCommMIA and 
excited to become a 
new member!!” post-
ed Virginia Jimenez 

on Facebook, after 
becoming the first to 
sign up at the event. 

LaShannon Pe-
tit posted on Insta-
gram: “Connected w/
the best in #black-
girlmagic tonight 
@ the launch of @
ColorComm Miami 
chapter. … Excited 
about what this op-
portunity means for 
women of color in 
communications.” 

The well-wishes 
poured in all night, 
including from other 
ColorComm mem-
bers across the coun-
try, welcoming Mi-
ami to the family. 

Founded in 2011 
by Lauren Wesley 
Wilson, ColorComm 
caters to women 
working in various 
spectrums of com-
munications includ-

ing public relations, 
corporate communi-
cations, advertising, 
and print, broadcast 
and digital media. 

Its two-fold mis-
sion is to connect 
women with other 
like-minded indi-

viduals and build a 
network of leaders 
by creating mentors/
mentees, business 
relationships and 
friendships. 

Miami is Col-
orComm’s ninth 
chapter and its only 

one in Florida. Other 
chapters are located 
in Houston, Washing-
ton, D.C., New York, 
Chicago, Atlanta, Los 
Angeles, San Francis-
co and Dallas. 

The Miami leader-
ship team includes: 
executive director 
Jessica Garrett Mod-
kins, founder and 
president of Hip Rock 
Star Agency; commu-
nications director So-
nia Diaz, director of 
Public Relations and 
Digital Strategies at 
Balsera Communi-
cations; communica-
tions manager Isheka 
Harrison, a freelance 
journalist; program 
director Ferin Pierre, 

Programs and Special 
Events manager at 
Miami-Dade Cham-
ber of Commerce; 
sponsorship director 
Felicia Lopez-Walker, 
marketing and com-
munications editor at 
AvMed; and member-
ship co-chairs Tiffany 
Pittman, founder of 
Smile Back Girl Pro-
ductions and Keysha 
Rejouis, manager of 
marketing and devel-
opment at Best Bud-
dies International. 

Modkins said the 
success of the launch 
exceeded her expec-
tations. 

“Seeing so many 
powerful Black and 
Brown women from 

across South Flori-
da come out was be-
yond exhilarating. 
We worked hard for 
a successful launch, 
but to have 31 women 
complete member-
ship applications is 
more than we could 
have hoped for. Plus, 
we are still getting 
inquiries. To know 
this is only the begin-
ning of how we will 
unite and combine 
our gifts to impact 
the city gives me and 
my team so much to 
look forward to. Col-
orComm Miami has 
arrived with a bang, 
and we will only go 
up from here,” Mod-
kins said. 

Nation group for women in communications launches
Miami’s ColorComm starts 
with more than 30 members

Photo courtesy of Hip Rock Star Images

Two new members of the Miami chapter of ColorComm 
socialize during the launch party July 18 at Wywood Yard.
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JENNY ZIEGLER
Miami Times Contributor

There’s a first time for ev-
erything.

And on July 7, it was Bre-
hanna Daniels’ time to add 
her name to the history 
books as NASCAR’S first 
Black female pit crew mem-
ber.

Daniels, 24, became the 
first Black woman to change 
tires in the Monster Energy 
NASCAR Cup Series held at 
the Daytona International 
Speedway located in Dayto-
na Beach.

Brehanna changed tires 
for car No. 51, driven by 
Ray Black Jr. It was report-
ed that she cleared the wall 
an approximate eight times 
to change the front tires on 
Black’s Chevrolet Camaro.

For most of us, changing a 
tire is as easy as calling for 
roadside assistance from our 
Bluetooth.

But, for an over-the-wall 
tire-changer on a NASCAR 
team – it is no easy task. 
We’re talking 24- pound tires 
and an eight-pound lug-nut 
gun that emits 105 pounds 
of pressure per square inch 
when pressed against a lug 
nut. Oh, and you must be 
quick. Very quick.

Talk about pressure.
Daniels was responsi-

ble for the front tires and 
Breanna O’Leary handled 
the rears. Combined, they 
had less than 20 seconds to 
change all four tires on a car 

worth upwards of $200,000. 
The crew-mates made his-
tory as the first female pit-
crew duo to participate in a 
cup series.

It’s a challenging, poten-
tially dangerous and phys-
ically demanding job, that 
men have been doing almost 
exclusively for 70 years.

But, Daniels and O’Leary 
didn’t let their gender stop 
them.

“That’s the ultimate goal – 
to break every barrier I can 
being an African-American 
female in this sport. I feel 
like a female can do any-
thing a man can do,” Daniels 
was quoted as saying in the 
USA Today.

So, how does a young 
Black girl from Virginia find 
herself changing tires as part 
of a pit crew for NASCAR?

By the power of sugges-
tion, timing and opportuni-
ty.

 It was the end of the bas-
ketball season and the Na-
tional Drive for Diversity 
program was coming to visit 
the Norfolk State campus. 
The game announcer sug-
gested that the guard should 
try out.

Not an idea she immedi-
ately warmed up to. Daniels 
did not grow up watching 
NASCAR.

“I was never a NA-
SCAR fan; it wasn’t even a 
thought,” said the former 
Norfolk State University 
basketball player. “It was 
just basketball, track and 

that’s it,” as reported by Fox 
46.

She admitted she couldn’t 
change a tire.

After watching a recruit-
ment video on what being 
a pit crew member entails 
– changing tires, refueling, 
repairs, mechanical adjust-
ments — she decided to give 
it a try.

She excelled at the try-
outs, impressing Phil Hor-
ton, the program’s pit crew 
coach and garnered her-
self a spot at the National 
Drive for Diversity Pit Crew 
Combine, a program that 
recruits and trains women 
and minority athletes. After 
placing in the top 10, Dan-

iels landed the opportunity 
to train to become a profes-
sional pit crew member.

Thanks to her basketball 
acumen – good hand and 
eye coordination– the Nor-
folk guard discovered she 
had aptness for being a tire 
changer.

It “suits” her, much like 
the racing suit that she now 
wears in the pit.

Daniels made her NA-
SCAR pit debut last summer 
shortly after completing the 
training program. She be-
came the first Black woman 
to pit a vehicle in both the 
Xfinity Series and Camping 
World Truck Series in 2017.

Daniels views her pres-
ence in NASCAR as a seri-
ous commitment, one that 
can open doors and cre-
ate opportunities for other 
women – Black or other-
wise.

“I’m glad to be paving the 
way for others who look like 
myself,” she told The Unde-
feated website after a 16th-
place finish for Rick Ware 
Racing.

“It’s been so rewarding 
to be part of history, while 
at the same time inspiring 
others to take on challenges 
they thought might not be 
possible. I want this to open 
doors for other little boys 
and girls who look like me. 
I want to make a difference,” 
she told Nascar.com.

And the rest, as they say, 
is history or rather, Brehan-
na Daniels making history.

Changing 
tires and 
changing 
history

Brehanna 
Daniels made 
NASCAR 
history in the 
pit during the 
Coke Zero 400.

 Photos courtesy of NASCAR

Brehanna Daniels is the first Black NASCAR crew member on the track

I was never a NASCAR 
fan; it wasn’t even 

a thought,” said the 
former Norfolk State 
University basketball 
player. “It was just 

basketball, track and 
that’s it.”

“

More than 500 youth were in attendance for the sixth annu-
al Kids Get Hip and Fit Fair on Thursday, July 18 at the Miami 
Beach Police Athletic League Fields, located at 1200 Meridian 
Ave. The initiative brings youth from Miami-Dade and Bro-
ward counties together to learn how to live a healthy lifestyle 
by being physically fit and making healthy eating choices.The 
event was hosted by Bryant McKinnie, formerly of the Miami 
Hurricanes and Miami Dolphins.

Kids learn to 
be hip and fit

Photos courtesy of Cendino Teme Photography
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REPAIRS

Invitation to Bid
Miscellaneous Metals Package

Yates & Sons Construction Company and Jackson Health Systems 
cordially invite subcontractors to complete and submit their bids by 
Wednesday August 8, 2018 no later than 2pm for the following proj-
ect:

Jackson Health System
JHS West Medical Campus

The Invitation to Bid includes the following packages:
 • Jackson West / BLDG. Superstructure Revision and Shell 
   Package, Prepared by Perkins and Will Architects, Inc. –   
   July 3, 2018
	 •	Jackson	West	Project	Specifications,	Prepared	by	Perkins	
   and Will Architects, Inc.– July 3, 2018
 • Small Business Enterprise (SBE) & Responsible Wages –   
   Attached Form A-6, A-14 & A-16

Bid	requirements	and	bid	 forms,	specifications,	drawings	and	other	
construction documents will be available through W. G. Yates Con-
struction.  Respond to Michael Posey at mposey@wgyates.com to 
get access to bid documents.

All bids must delivered in a sealed envelope to Jackson Memorial 
Hospital Facilities, Design and Construction Department trailer locat-
ed at the corner of NW12th Ave. and NW 19th St.  Complete address 
is listed below:
Jackson Memorial Hospital – FD&C Command Center Trailer 1

Attn:  Mike Posey
1080 NW 19th Street

Miami FL  33136

Yates is committed to supporting the economic development of cer-
tified	 Miami-Dade	 county	 small	 business	 enterprise-construction	
(SBE-C)	firms.		Miami-Dade	County	certified	SBE-C	entities	are	en-
couraged to submit a bid package for this and future projects.  W.G. 
Yates & Sons Construction Company and associated partners are an 
equal opportunity employer minorities/females/veterans/individuals 
with disabilities/sexual orientation/gender identity.

All questions can be directed to Mike Posey at mposey@wgyates.
com.

SAMARA LYNN
Black Enterprise

It may be the first 
time that two Black 
Americans received 
this award in the 
same year. Carla A. 
Harris, vice chairman 
at Morgan Stanley; 
and Christopher B. 
Howard, the presi-
dent of Robert Mor-
ris University, are the 
recipients of Harvard 
Business School’s 
Alumni Achieve-

ment Award.
According to 

Harvard Business 
School’s website, 
the award is given 
to “distinguished 
graduates [who] 
have contributed 
significantly to their 
companies and com-
munities while up-
holding the highest 
standards and values 
in everything they 
do. As such, they 
represent the best in 
our alumni body. Ex-
emplary role models, 
they inspire all those 
who aspire to have an 
impact on both busi-
ness and society.”

Harris is not only 
one of the most 
powerful Black ex-
ecutives in corpo-
rate America, she’s 
written two books 
on success and has a 
website dedicated to 

her gems of wisdom, 
or Carla’s “pearls,” as 
she calls them.

The author of “Ex-
pect to Win: Proven 
Strategies For Suc-
cess From a Wall 
Street Vet” and 
“Strategize to Win: 
The New Way to 
Start Up, Step Out, 
or Start Over in Your 
Career,” Harris has 
given hundreds of 
speeches and inter-
views about the keys 
to getting ahead, 
whether it’s about 
finding your voice, 
leveraging your au-
thenticity, or attract-
ing a sponsor. She 
was a featured speak-
er at this year’s Black 
Enterprise Entrepre-

neurs Summit where 
she spoke on the top-
ic of why being good 
at your job isn’t good 
enough. She has been 
a fixture on Black En-
terprise’s most pow-
erful corporate exec-
utives list.

Howard, an Air 
Force veteran, is 
the eighth president 
of Robert Morris 
University. As per 
Harvard Business 
School’s website 
he “grew up in East 
Texas, a region that 
he, the great-great-
grandson of a slave, 
observes, “wasn’t 
necessarily the most 
racially progressive 
place in 1969.” The 
second son, he was 

born while his fa-
ther was serving in 
Vietnam. His parents 
were both the first in 
their families to go to 
college. They met in 
high school, where 
his mother was the 
class valedictorian 
and his father was 
the salutatorian.”

He attended the 
University of  Ox-
ford as a Rhodes 
Scholar and earned 
master’s and doctor-
al degrees. Howard 
founded a nonprof-
it organization, the 
Impact Young Lives 
Foundation, which 
provides travel and 
educational opportu-
nities for South Afri-
can students of color.

OHL-Arellano Construction Co. in partnership with Jackson Health System invites all local business entities, 
to provide sealed bids on Friday, August 3, 2018 no later than 2:00 PM (ET), for the following project: 

Jackson North Medical Center- 100% CD - Bid Package 04A& 04B
(Revision 01 dated 07/20/2018)

All sealed bids must be delivered in a timely manner no later than 08/03/2018 to the referenced drop off 

location below (Late bids will not be accepted & returned to your firm unopened):

OHL Arellano Construction Co. (Main Office) 
Attention: Mrs. Veronica Delatorre/ Mrs. Anntonela Raffaele 

7051 S.W. 12th Street

Miami, FL 33144
Bid Package 04 includes but is not limited to: Demolition (SBE Set Aside), Sitework (SBE Set Aside), Concrete & 
Masonry (SBE Set Aside), Casework (SBE Set Aside), Misc. Metals, Waterproofing & Re-roofing, Doors & Glazing, 
Drywall, Ceramic Tile (SBE Set Aside), Resilient Flooring, Painting (SBE Set Aside), Acoustical Ceilings, Specialties, 
HVAC, Fire Protection, Plumbing and Electrical. All pertinent project information and construction documents are 
available as of 06/20/2018. Please use the following links to access: https://secure.smartinsight.co/#/
PublicBidProject/379002

OHL-Arellano Construction Co. is committed to supporting the economic development of 
certified Miami-Dade County small business enterprise construction (SBEC) firms. We encourage all certified SBE-
C entities to submit a sealed bid. All entities interested will be subject to OHL-Arellano Construction Co. 
prequalification procedures. In accordance with our commitment, OHL-Arellano Construction Co. has provided 
SBE Set Aside bid packages, referenced above. 

For  bid  participation,  contact  Veronica Delatorre at Veronica.Delatorre@ohlna.com. Subcontractor/Vendor 
prequalification, please contact Anntonela Raffaele at Anntonela.Raffaele@ohlna.com or 786-418-3740

HEALTHCARE CONSTRUCTION BID ANNOUNCEMENT (REVISED)

Two Black leaders get prestigious 
Harvard Business School award
Morgan Stanley VP, Robert 
Morris president honored

Christopher B. 
Howard

Carla Harris

As per Harvard 
Business School’s 
website he “grew 
up in East Texas, 
a region that he, 
the great-great-
grandson of a 

slave, observes, 
“wasn’t necessari-

ly the most ra-
cially progressive 
place in 1969.”

“
The Original Georgia Prophet, H.C. Lockhart, 
NOW in Miami Florida from Macon, Georgia. 
Call Right Now!  Meet me on a One-on-One 
meeting.  Let me activate your blessing by 
faith.  I want to pray for you, your family and 
friend’s needs.  Remove spells, crossed con-
ditions,  bewitched.  Remove marriage, mon-
ey, drugs, drinking and problems.  Get rid 
of your enemies, lawsuit, court cases,  and 
health problems -  witchcraft - evil doers un-
natural sickness.  CALL RIGHT NOW (478) 
324-3464 www.21stcenturyprophet.org

1459 NW 60 Street
One Bdrm. - $850 

Gated, Quiet, 
Parking, Appliances
Tenant Pays Utilities

786-506-3067

1835 NW 2 Avenue
Two Bedrooms - $1,200
Granite Kitchens, Gated, 

Free Water 
786-506-3067

1948 NW 2 Court
Two bedrooms, $1,150

Appliances, Gated, Quiet
Tenant Pays Utilities 

786-506-3067

7 Avenue and 60 Street
Two bdrms, one bath, tiled. 

$1,000. 786-371-3723
8475 NE 2 Avenue

One and two bdrms, Section 8 
Welcome, 305-754-7776.

ARENA GARDEN

FREE BASIC CABLE AND 
FREE WATER

Remodeled two, three 
bedrooms, air, appliances, 
laundry, gate. From $725. 

305-374-4412
CAPITAL RENTAL 

AGENCY
LICENSED REAL ESTATE 

BROKER
305-642-7080

Overtown, Liberty City, 
Brownsville, Allapatah. 
Apartments, Duplexes, 
Houses. One, Two and 

Three Bedrooms. Same day 
approval. Call for specials. 

305-642-7080 www.
capitalrentalagency.com

GRAND OPENING
NEW ARENA SQUARE 

Walking distance to school 
from $690. Remodeled one, 

two, three bedrooms, two 
baths. Central air, laundry, 

gated. Office 1023 NW 3 Ave. 
305-372-1383

St. George Apts
5300 NW 26 Ave #4

Special first month’s moves 
you in! One, two and three 
bedrooms available. Gated 
community,  on site manager. 
Security cameras throughout 
buildings. Ms. Joyce, 

305-636-2000

1828 NW 46 Street
Two bedrooms, one bath, 
central air, appliances, $1,100 
monthly, Section 8 Welcome. 

305-335-0429
30 Street NW 19 Ave
Section 8 Welcome. 

305-754-7776
6911 NW 2 Court

Spacious two bedrooms, 
two baths, tiled, central air, 
$1,300, 305-662-5505.

LIBERTY CITY AREA
Two bdrms., one bath, first, 
last and security. Section 8 

Ok. 786-565-2110

18102 NW 8 Avenue
Nice unit for rent. 

786-916-6706, 305-407-9220
MIAMI GARDENS AREA

Furnished, $650 monthly, wa-
ter and electric included. First 
and last. 305-628-0390

13377 NW 30 Avenue
$130 weekly, free utilities, 
kitchen, bath, one person. 
305-987-9710 or 

786-897-8371

1341 NW 68 Terrace
55+ Community of Christ. 
$500-$600. All new. Tony, 
786-474-2324.

1704 NW 1 Place
ROOM FOR RENT

786-506-3067
83 Street NW 18 Avenue

Clean room. 
305-754-7776

9200 NW 25 Avenue
$475 monthly with air. First, 
last to move in. Call 305-570-
9260 or 305-691-2703.

MIAMI GARDENS
Furnished room in a 

private home. Light kitchen
privileges. 786-657-7686
MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Family home. One person 

only. 305-625-5496
NORTHWEST MIAMI

Room in Christian home. $500 
monthly. Earl 786-370-0511

NW AREA
$475 monthly, first, last, secu-
rity. Call 305-904-2725

1435 NW 52 Street
Three bedrooms, two baths, 
central air. $1300 monthly, 
first, last and security. 

305-389-2108
HIALEAH AREA

Two bdrms., one bath, big 
yard, $1,250. 786-286-2540.

MIAMI AREA
Three bedrooms, two baths, 
Section 8. 305-457-0701

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Spacious three and four bed-
rooms, two baths, central air, 
tiled, fenced yard. Plasma TV.

 No credit check.
Section 8 Welcome!  

Call now 305-834-4440

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Three bedrooms, two baths, 
$1800 monthly. No credit 
needed. 786-571-4914

AIR CONDITIONING
Great service, fast install, 

best prices. LICENSE 
#CAC056858

Call 786-393-0479
TONY ROOFING

45 Years Experience! 
Shingles, roofing and leak 
repairs. Call 305-491-4515

CIRCULATION 
COORDINATOR

This position is responsible 
for the development, growth 
and renewal of all controlled 
circulation of The Miami 
Times. Must be a team play-
er, assertive and self-direct-
ed to work independently in 
the office and in the field. 
Must have a car. Excellent 
numerical and analytical 
skills are required. Lifting 
papers is required. Male 
or Female are welcome to 
apply for this position. Email 
resume and salary history 
to:

The Miami Times
Human Resources

hr@miamitimesonline.com

YARD SALE
Friday and Saturday starting 
at 8 a.m. located at 18102 NW 
8 Avenue, Miami, FL 33169.

GENE AND SONS, INC.
Custom-made cabinets for 
kitchens and bathrooms at 

affordable prices. 
14130 N.W. 22nd Avenue. 

Call 305-685-3565
GOD’S HELPER

Snake drains, doors and lawn 
service. 305-801-5690

CATHRINE
Spiritual reader and coun-
selor. I solved all problems 
in Life, Love, Marriage, Busi-
ness, Success. One visit will 
change your life! 

786-569-8346

SISTER RISSA
Spiritual Adviser
Handmade oils
Spiritual Baths

Case Work
Fixed Candles

Honey jars, sour jars, crys-
tals, ancestor money and 
more. Email me at daughter-
ofyemaya777@gmail.com. 
754-779-5032

NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS 
NAME LAW

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned, desiring 
to engage in business under 
the fictitious name of 
Blowing Smoke Hookah lo-
cated at 17655 NW Sunshine 
Parkway E city of Miami, 
Florida 33169, intends to 
register the said name with 
the Division of Corporations 
of the Department of State, 
Tallahassee, Florida. Dated 
this 25th day of July, 2018

FOR SALE

****ATTENTION****
Now You Can own Your
Own Home Today With

Free Cash Grants
UP TO $65,000

Any and all buyers
305-892-8315

House of Homes Realty

ROUTE DRIVERS
We are seeking drivers to 
deliver newspaper to retail 
outlets in Broward and 
Miami Dade.

Wednesday Only
You must be available 
between the hours of 6 

a.m. and 3 p.m. Must have 
reliable, insured vehicle and 

current Driver License.
Apply in person at:
The Miami Times

2525 NW 54th Street

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

GARAGE SALE

SERVICES

SPIRITUALIST

SPIRITUALIST

2751 NW 46th Street
One bedroom, one bath, 

remote gate, $950 mthly, First, 
last, security. 786-423-0429

CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY

CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY
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The women and  
the owls represent  
the different ways  
wisdom is interpreted 
by people. 

FELIPE RIVAS
frivas@miamitimesonline.com

Some say that Little Haiti is turning into an ex-
tended version of Wynwood. With its vibrant na-
tive culture, art and murals, and ethnic restau-
rants, this part of Lemon City is emulating many 
of the positive traits that abound in Wynwood. 
But all the positive attention in the neighbor-
hood is enticing some unwanted attention 
from outside forces. 

Much like what happened in Wynwood, 
big-brand developers salivate at the idea 
of using the desired, sturdy and vacant 
land of Little Haiti to establish a foun-
dation and foster their vision of growth 
and development for the future. 

Promises of change can impact the 
community in a negative way, and 
these residents, business own-
ers and artists know it. 
Little Haiti has places 
that exhibit great art 
from many recogniz-
able names that bring 
in tourist dollars. But 
that is countered by 
developers, whose 
goal is to renovate 
the area without 
accounting for the 
resident’s needs and 
culture. 

Artists and propo-
nents of art are using 
their voices and skills to 
consolidate commu-
nity interests with 
developer’s plans 
of growth. Little 
Haiti is a lively 
place imbued with 
culture and artistic prom-
inence. The community boasts 

SEE HAITI 6C

LITTLE HAITI’S PIECES
Artists help foster a sense of 
pride through different murals

The band mem-
bers are playing 
different instru-
ments native 
to Caribbean 
cultures, like 
the "cuatro," 
a small guitar 
found in many 
parts of Latin 
America. 

Photo courtesy of Ivette Cabrera and Amir Shakir

The Color Dream-
ers mural "Erzulie 
Dantòr." Dantor is 
the Queen of the 
Petro nation, and 
she is often depict-
ed as a fearsome 
Black woman, 
protectively holding 
a small child in her 
arms.

Photo courtesy of Alvin HernandezMiami Times Photo/ Felipe Rivas

Miami Times Photo/ Felipe Rivas
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The campers came, sewed 
and stitched to create a quilt 
to celebrate AileyCamp Mi-
ami’s 10th anniversary.

The young dancers present-
ed the quilt on July 18 in front 
of an audience of parents and 
relatives.

AileyCamp Miami is a 
six-week, full scholarship 
program that is funded by 
the Adrienne Arsht Center 

for Performing Arts of Mi-
ami-Dade County. During the 
time, campers work to boost 
their self-confidence and be-
come fluent in West African, 
jazz, modern and ballet dance 
routines. 

And now they know how to 
make a quilt.

Camp staff and faculty 
brainstormed the making of 
the quilt by their charges.

“It’s something that we 
came up with as a team,” said 
Assistant Vice President of 

Education and Community 
Engagement Jairo Ontiveros 
as he spoke about the quilt. 
“Celebrating our 10th sum-
mer, we wanted to visualize 
and make visible the unique-
ness of the program, but also 
the objective of the program 
and that is to help kids that 
are ages 11-14 boost them, 
their self-confidence and get 
them prepared before they go 
into their high school years.”

The finished quilt will be 
displayed in the Knight Con-

cert Hall of the Arsht Center.
The camp usually cul-

minates with a free perfor-
mance, this year set for 7 p.m. 
Aug. 4 at the Adrienne Arsht 
Center.

Before the presentation of 
the 4,000-square-foot quilt, 
John Richards, the Arsht 
Center’s president and CEO 
praised the camp and camp-
ers.

Richards is credited for 
bringing AileyCamp to the 
Arsht Center.

“The center has raised, be-
lieve it or not, over $3 million 
over this 10 year for a thou-
sand kids to participate,” said 
Richards.

Following Richard’s speech 
was the presentation of the 
quilt.

As campers gently place the 
quilt down on stage, “oohs” 
were heard as they reacted 
to the quilt that was made by 
them.

The youth screamed “To 
Miami with joy” as they 

placed their painted-white 
hands on the quilt. They were 
also able to sign the quilt.

Ontiveros explained the 
quilt’s construction.

“The individual patches 
were made by each of the 
campers,” said Ontiveros. 
“There are three different 
layers. When they first got to 
camp, it was one of their first 
activities. Each camper got a 
retraceable paper and they 
traced their face. They lined 

SEE AILEY 6C

CAMPING WITH A QUILT
ALVIN AILEY MIAMI SUMMER STUDENTS UNVEIL THE 4,000-SQUARE-FOOT MURAL MADE FROM FABRIC

AileyCampers sign the quilt 
they made on July 18 at the 
Adrienne Arsht Center for Per-
forming Arts of Miami-Dade

Miami Times photos/ Kishana Burns
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As we Live, Love, Pray, 
Dance and Laugh daily, there 
is also singing of many songs 
in our celebrations of life our 
history and connections. Fri-
day, July 20 was a day to cel-
ebrate the life of Victoria By-
ron. Perhaps in history some 
of you may remember her as 
a clerk at the Economy Drug 
Store, which was located on 
11th Street and Third Avenue in 
Overtown and later at Commu-
nity Drug Story on Northwest 
15th Avenue in Liberty City. She 
was known for her outstanding 
baking skills, making delicious 
cakes and sharing a few slices 
with customers, which always 
left them wanting more. Her 
parents Samuel and Leonie 
Sweeting Smith became stal-
wart members of St. Agnes’ 
Episcopal Church, which was 
recalled by Reverend Dr. Rich-
ard L. Barry who delivered a 
powerful and spiritual eulogy 
at the service. So there were 

songs of joy, thankfulness and 
praise sung for a life well-lived. 
May she rest in peace. 

Indeed, we make history ev-
ery day, and I share another 
story in our history and lega-
cies made on Saturday, July 
21 when Kathleen “Kathy” 
Denise Walker was ordained 
to the Sacred Order of Priests 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Tallahassee by the Right 
Reverend Samuel Johnson 
Howard, Bishop of Florida.  
Kathy’s parents were Kenneth 
and Iris Hudson Walker, edu-
cators here in this community 
who, as quoted by my Dorsey 
Junior High School classmate 
Yvonne Spotford Green, “Dr. 
Walker and his wife touched so 
many lives. Their children are 
their legacies.”  Others of you 
may also recall Kenneth Walk-
er, when he taught at Dors-
ey Junior High, and he was a 
member of the first faculty when 
North-Dade Junior-Senior High 

opened. He taught mathemat-
ics; and later was a principal of 
Allapattah Junior High School. 
Our legacies, the differences 
we make, are so unforgettable. 

Many of Kathy Walker’s 
relatives, church family from 
Church of the Incarnation,  and 
friends were in attendance to 
witness the impressive service 
as she was presented to the 
Bishop by The Venerable Dr. 
Jean Fritz Bazin. Archdeacon 
for Immigration and Social Jus-
tice in the Diocese of South-
east Florida; The Reverend 
Bobbie G. Knowles, Rector 
of The Church of the Incarna-
tion in Liberty City; and Tanya 
Canty Marable, the daugh-
ter of Kathy Walker’s cousin, 
Cassandra Hudson. 

And indeed relatives and 
church family members par-
ticipated in all aspects of the 
service including readers of the 
lessons, sister Andrea Walker 
and fellow parishioner Whit-

tington Johnson. Preacher 
for the service was The Rever-
end Canon J. Kenneth Major, 
Rector Emeritus of Church of 
the Incarnation, whose sermon 
included a message from the 
Gospel of St. John about the 
good shepherd, one flock, one 
shepherd.

Other clergy from Miami 
included Fathers John Jar-
rett and Errol Harvey. For-
mer Miamian and member of 
Northwestern’s first graduating 
class of 1956, Jackie Sargent 
Bailey from St. John the Di-
vine Church in Orlando, was 
at the service along with her 
sister Leita “Lee”  Sargent 
Sands. Church of Incarnation 
parishioners included Victoria 
Barry, Delores Johnson, In-
grid Butler Cheeseborough, 
Agenoria Paschal, Garnett 
Campbell, Antonia Puyol 
George,  Derrell Parker, Ni-
cole Major, Joy Major, Kaelin 
Grace, Karen Major, Leslie 

Kirkland Wong Sang 
and Monica Kirkland. 
Yolanda Davis Cama-
cho, Chris Camacho, 
Davrye Gibson Smith 
and Millicent Smith, 
Jackson Storr, Eliza-
beth Ferguson Storr, 
Martha and Lailah Rut-
ledge; Cheryl Collier 
and Kathy Wyche Lati-
more, who served as Eucharis-
tic ministers; Catherine Rus-
sell, Jeanne Joseph, Karen 
Duty, Ruby Cleare, Daphne 
Summer.  Family members at-
tending included Adrian C. and 
Savannah L. Walker, Marvin 
Hudson, Myra Hudson Kil-
lens, with children Bianca and 
Jason Killens and grandson 
Jordan.

Other Miami travelers in-
cluded Church of the Trans-
figuration members Caro-
lyn Mond and myself, along 
with Jimmy Gibson; cousin 
Patrice Lacey Bryant from St. 
Gabriel’s in Jacksonville was 
also at the service along with 
Sandra McMillan Kelly, an-
other former Miamian. During 
our stay in Tallahassee we had 
a chance to visit with McMillan 
Kelly and her 98 years young 
father, Alphonso McMillan, 
former neighbors on North-
west 72nd Street in Liberty 
City, along with Kareem Kel-
ly. Those brief visits and mini 
reunions brought back fond 
memories. 

As our history connects us, 
many of her Alpha Kappa Alpha 
sorors, North Dade Senior High 
School classmates and friends 
recently learned of the death 
of Helen Marie Barbary-Wil-
liams from her son Eugene 
Williams. Barbary-Williams 
was a former English teacher 
for Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools and a 1960 graduate 
of North Dade Senior High in 
Opa-locka. Services for Bar-
bary-Williams will be as fol-
lows: Litany 7 p.m. Monday, 
July 30; and funeral at noon 
on Tuesday, July 30. All ser-
vices will be at the Church of 
the Incarnation in Liberty City. 

Gearing up for their 
60th class reunion in 
2019, Northwestern’s 
Class of 1959 shared 
a picture with me. 
Members of the class 
say, “This is what 
class unity looks like. 
We stay connected.” 

I also received a 
note from Alonzo 

Hardy, Mays Class of 1958, 
which read: “Thank you so 
much for the beautiful write 
up on the subject matter and 
for keeping the Mays legacy 
alive by providing the school’s 
history.” 

And I do so because this is 
us; and it is our legacy, a vital 
legacy to preserve. 

There are many connec-
tions I have written about in 
this week’s column, the last 
one for this month. Time does 
pass fast. 

I’d like to close with a stan-
za from “Lift Every Voice and 
Sing,”  by James Weldon 
Johnson, which was a fitting 
hymn sung at the Ordination 
of Kathy Walker. It is a re-
minder always of our paths 
and an inspiration to continue 
on our journey, making history 
daily, sharing history and stay-
ing connected. 

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us 

thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might,
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, 

we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the 

places, our God, where we 
met Thee,

Lest our hearts, drunk with 
the wine of the world, we for-
get Thee;

Shadowed beneath Thy 
hand,

May we forever stand,
True to our God,
True to our native land.
These words are most fitting 

for these changing times as 
we Live, Love, Pray, Dance, 
Sing and Laugh in the Whirl.

Blessings to all.

VENNDA-REI GIBSON | VENNDAL43@GMAIL.COM

T
H

E SOCIAL WHIRL
Williams

Members of Northwestern Class of 1959
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Napa Valley, a delightful 
landscape of wildflowers and 
grapevines spread across 
miles of rolling hills, has been 
immortalized in film, literature 
and European wine competi-
tions. As the first and only Ag-
ricultural Preserve in the Unit-
ed States, and the first officially 
designated viticultural area, 
this small section of North-
ern California harbors some 
of the most hallowed wineries 
and restaurants in the country. 
But don’t call Napa starchy. 
Along with a cluster of centu-
ry-old palazzos and chateaus, 
the area features a growing 
array of contemporary tasting 
rooms, hotels, spas and food 
establishments, many of them 
opened or refurbished within 
the last two years.

FRIDAY

1 2 p.m. HEARTY PAIR-
ING

In Napa County, per-
mits are required to serve 
food during tastings, which ex-
plains why most wineries dis-
pense little more than crackers 
during their wine flights. But a 
handful of estates are offering 
more substantial pairings. At 
B Cellars, an Oakville winery 
that unveiled state-of-the-art 
facilities in 2014, the glass-
walled tasting room surrounds 
a big open kitchen doling out 
small plates like rabbit rillettes 
and roasted squash with pick-
led beets and ricotta.

2 4 p.m. QUINTES-
SENTIAL STROLL

Yountville may be 
the most picturesque small 
town in the valley, with its 
pruned trees and brick build-
ings housing boutiques, bak-
eries and Michelin-starred 
restaurants. You may not 
have a reservation at Thomas 
Keller’s The French Laundry 
(spots are almost impossible 
to come by) but you can ad-
mire the restaurant’s famous 
vegetable gardens across the 
street. Then walk over to an-
other Yountville classic, V 
Marketplace, an enclosed mar-
ket with cobblestone walk-
ways and shops selling local 
goods and art.

3 7:30 p.m. THE 
NIGHT IS YOUNG

Napa is no hotbed of 
discothèques, but the area’s 
night life is getting livelier. 
Blue Note Napa, a spinoff of 
New York City’s well-known 

jazz club, opened in late 2016 
inside a venerable opera house 
in downtown Napa. The venue 
books acts like the Japanese 
pianist Keiko Matsui and the 
Hawaiian guitar virtuoso Wil-
lie K, and offers stage time to 
emerging local musicians. An 
eclectic menu that spotlights 
California’s agricultural boun-
ty is on the playbill too. 

4 9 a.m. PASTORAL 
BREAKFAST

Right off St. Hele-
na’s Main Street, Farmstead 
at Long Meadow Ranch looks 
like the set of a movie about 
farmers turned interior dec-
orators. This idyllic destina-
tion is anchored by a restored 
Gothic Revival residence that 
houses an old-time general 
store stocked with olive oils, 
jams, scented candles and 
canvas bags, and a bar offer-
ing wine and whiskey flights. 
Steps away, inside a former 
plant nursery, is a stylish 
restaurant serving season-
al dishes sourced from Long 
Meadow Ranch’s working 
farm in Rutherford. A patio 
nearby is the site of an out-
door cafe that opens at 7 a.m.

5 11 a.m. TIME TO DE-
TOX

Napa has a long-
standing spa scene. Calistoga, 
at the northern end of the re-
gion, has been drawing mud-
bath enthusiasts for decades 
to its geothermal springs. If 
you want to relax the old-fash-
ioned way (submerged in a 
pool of warm mud), your best 
option is Indian Springs, a 
Mission Revival lodge and spa 
whose mud pools contain vol-
canic ash (baths from $80). For 
a more modern experience, 
book a treatment at the Cal-
istoga Motor Lodge and Spa. 
This midcentury hotel, reju-
venated by the Manhattan de-
sign firm AvroKO, has a chic, 
pastel-hued spa with claw foot 
tubs for salt baths and a mud 
bar where you can mix your 
own concoction before slath-
ering it on and reposing on a 
gardenside chaise (treatments 
from $70).

6 2 p.m. LUNCH AT 
THE C.I.A.

The Culinary In-
stitute of America at Copia, 
planned by the Napa pioneers 
Robert and Margrit Monda-
vi, and Julia Child, reopened 
in late 2016 after an eight-
year closure. Visitors to the 
80,000-square-foot foodie 
wonderland can take cook-
ing and wine-tasting classes, 

get a sneak peek at the per-
sonal cookware collection of 
Williams-Sonoma’s founder, 
Chuck Williams (the full ex-
hibition, consisting of 4,000 
pieces, will open next month), 
or kick back at the restaurant, 
where a team of chefs behind 
a sleek open kitchen prepare 
American classics like steak 
Diane, pan-seared sirloins 
served with a deglazed sauce 
made of shallots, mushrooms, 
cognac, veal stock and cream 
($28).

7 4:30 p.m. PRIVATE 
COLLECTION

Drive up to Mount 
Veeder, about 20 minutes from 
the town of Napa, to see im-
pressive contemporary art at 
The Hess Collection winery. 
The founder, Donald Hess, a 
Swiss businessman and wine 
producer who began collect-
ing art in the 1960s, was an ear-
ly patron of several blue-chip 
artists.

8 6 p.m. NEW BREWS
Craft beers are 

cropping up in wine 
country. At least four tap-
rooms have opened in Down-
town Napa, including Trade 
Brewing, a laid-back bar 
with 14 brews on tap. Try the 
Bricklayer ($6), a hop-forward 
American pale ale, or the stur-
dier Pile Driver ($7), a double 
I.P.A. with hints of papaya and 
pineapple. 

9 8 p.m. FARM TO 
FORK

The Charter Oak 
in St. Helena is part of a new 
generation of restaurants that 
are honoring this now tradi-
tional formula. Christopher 
Kostow, best known as the ex-
ecutive chef at the three-Mi-
chelin-starred Restaurant at 
Meadowood, is responsible for 
the approachable menu at this 
casual yet polished restaurant 
(interiors display a calibrated 
hodgepodge of warm wood, 
exposed brick and tan leather).

10 10 a.m. BOOM-
TOWN

D o w n t o w n 
Napa once played second fid-
dle to more scenic locales such 
as Yountville and St. Helena, 
but this small city bordering 
the Napa River has come into 
its own in the last decade. 
The Oxbow Public Market is 
a must-see destination. Few 
food markets can compete 
with the variety and quali-
ty of the offerings inside this 
light-filled, 40,000-square-foot 
structure, where you can see 
bakers, chocolatiers, butchers 

and fishmongers at work. 

11 Noon. DESIGN 
DIGS

Say farewell to 
Napa with a glass of caber-
net or chardonnay at one of 
the valley’s newer wineries. 

Ashes & Diamonds, owned 
by the former music pro-
ducer Kashy Khaledi, has a 
retro-modern vibe. In the 
Stags Leap District, Odette 
Estate occupies a futuristic 
recycled steel building that 

appears to be tucked inside 
a hill. This environmentally 
responsible winery special-
izes in the kind of full-bod-
ied reds that can only come 
from Napa (tastings from 
$40).

36 Hours in 
Napa 
Valley

 A view of the vine-
yards and palm trees at 
the Round Pond Estate.

Venerable vineyards, Michelin-starred restaurants in this California enclave are the draw
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SCHOOL MEETINGS:
n Miami Northwestern 

Class of 1968
2 p.m. every fourth Satur-

day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-218-6171 

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1973 

4 p.m. every third Sunday; 
location TBA; Info: Call 786-
877-1176 or email msoguns@
aol.com 

 
n Miami Carol City 

Class of 1968
4 p.m. every fourth Sunday 

to plan 50th reunion on Sept. 
14-16; location TBA; Info: Call 
305-494-6265 

n George Washington 
Carver High School Class 
of 1966

Noon every second Satur-
day; 1234 NW 79th St.; Info: 
Call 305-300-7630 

n Northwestern Class of 
1962

3 p.m. every second Satur-

day, African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-681-3330

n Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1967 

4 – 6 p.m. every third Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-333-7128

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1961

Noon every second Tues-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-696-
1154

n Miami Jackson Class of 
1971 

2:30 p.m. every first Satur-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-285-
2533

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1959

10:30 a.m. every third Sat-
urday; African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 

22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-897-
2646 

ASSOCIATION/CHAPTER 
MEETINGS:

n The Citizen Advisory 
Committee 

7 p.m. every second Thurs-
day to discuss general com-
munity issues; Northside Po-
lice Station; 799 NW 81st St.; 
Info: Call 786-512-3641

n Women on the Move, 
Inc. 

Every fourth Saturday for 
women 55 and older who are 
interested in traveling and net-
working; Location and time: 
TBA; Info: Call 305-934-5122

n The Miami Central High 
Alumni Association 

7 p.m. every second and 
fourth Wednesday; Miami 
Central Senior High School li-
brary, 1781 NW 95th St.; Info: 
Call 305-370-4825

n The George Washing-

ton Carver Alumni Associ-
ation

12:30 p.m. every third 
Wednesday; Community 
Center in Coconut Grove, 220 
Florida Ave. (near US1); Info: 
Call 954-248-6946 

n The Miami-Dade Chap-
ter of Bethune-Cookman 
University 

6:30 p.m. every second 
Thursday; Omega Center, 
15600 NW 42nd Ave.

n Tennessee State Alum-
ni Association/ Miami-Dade 
Chapter 

9 a.m. every third Saturday; 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-336-4287 

n The Morris Brown Col-
lege Miami-Dade/Broward 
Alumni Association 

9:30 a.m. every third 
Saturday; North Shore 
Medical Center, 100 NW 
95th St., Room C; Info:                                                   

Call 786-356-4412

n Top Ladies of Distinc-
tion, Inc. 

10 a.m. every second Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-439-5426.

CLASSES:
n Women in Transition of 

South Florida 
Class: Free computer les-

sons for women; time, date 
and location TBA; Info: Call 
786-477-8548 

n Inner City Children’s 
Touring Dance 

Class: Free introductory 
classical ballet workshops for 
girls ages 6-8 and 9-12; Time 
and date TBA; 1350 N.W. 
50th Street; Info: Call 305-
758-1577 or visit www.chil-
drendance.net 
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FILM REVIEW

MICHAEL O’SULLIVAN
The Washington Post

Rating: 2 stars
It’s purely unintentional, 

but the little numeral dan-
gling, like a broken, mangled 
finger, from the end of the 
title of “The Equalizer 2” 
signals more than the fact 
that this is a sequel to the 
2014 action thriller about a 
violent vigilante. It also lets 
you know that there are two, 
and only two, pleasures to be 
had here.

The first — Denzel Wash-
ington in the title role as an 
ex-military man and former 
black ops agent who, in his 
60s, leverages his still-sharp 
martial-arts skills and strict 
moral code as an avenging 
angel for the mistreated — is 
not inconsiderable. Even in 
mediocre material, Washing-
ton shines. (Case in point: 
“Roman J. Israel, Esq.,” for 
which the actor, but not the 
film, earned an Oscar nod.)

As Robert McCall, a secre-
tive, bookish widower who 
works as a Boston-area Lyft 

driver while moonlighting 
as a one-man judge, jury and 
— if necessary — execution-
er, Washington is never less 
than watchable, especially 
when his stoic, slightly scary 
demeanor suddenly breaks, 
cracking open into an in-
candescent smile or hearty 
laugh. It’s fun to watch an 
AARP-ready action hero, 
like Liam Neeson has be-
come.

The second pleasure is 
more of an acquired taste.

The first film culminated 
in McCall methodically kill-
ing an array of bad guys us-
ing tools from the home-im-
provement store where he 
worked, as a cover job, at the 
time. Taking place among 
the store aisles, drenched in 
an artful, artificial downpour 
produced by the sprinkler 
system, the climactic scene 
tickled a certain pleasure 
center of the reptile brain: 
one that delights in watching 
the wicked receive their just 
deserts.

Similarly, “Equalizer 2” 
moves inexorably toward 

a viscerally gratifying cre-
scendo of violent revenge. 
Once again, it’s precipitated 
by an act of brutality against 
a woman, played here by Me-
lissa Leo, reprising her role 
as McCall’s longtime friend 
and former work colleague 
at an unnamed intelligence 

agency. The formula isn’t 
complicated or particular-
ly intelligent, but it gets the 
job done — if you allow it 
to. Here, the third act takes 
place as a hurricane is bear-
ing down on a Massachusetts 
beachside town that has been 
evacuated by the police.

Hey, if it worked once . . .
A subplot involves Mc-

Call’s mentorship of an artis-
tically talented high school 
student (Ashton Sanders), 
whom McCall is trying to 
keep on the straight and 
narrow. That our hero — 
part surrogate father, part 

bodyguard — introduces his 
young protege to such books 
as Ta-Nehisi Coates’s “Be-
tween the World and Me,” 
while lecturing him about 
empowerment and person-
al responsibility, lends what 
might otherwise be a “Death 
Wish” or “Punisher” knock-
off a patina of enlighten-
ment.

It is, needless to say, thin 
gruel. Not to mention entire-
ly beside the point.

McCall, for all his 
high-minded talk, seems to 
take a little too much sick 
glee in all the bloodletting 
he engages in. When he an-
nounces to his intended vic-
tims that he’s “going to kill 
each and every one of you,” 
his motivation sounds as 
much like sadism as social 
consciousness. “The only 
disappointment,” McCall 
tells them, “is that I only get 
to do it once.”

For our part, that disap-
pointment is short-lived. 
All we have to do is wait for 
“The Equalizer 3.”

R. At area theaters. Con-
tains brutal violence 
throughout, crude language 
and some drug use. 125 min-
utes.

Denzel Washington's shine saves ‘Equalizer 2’

Glen Wilson/Sony Pictures Entertainment

Denzel Washington reprises his role as vigilante Robert McCall in “The Equalizer 2.”

The film proves that the actor can 
make even a bad movie watchable

SARAH JASMINE 
MONTGOMERY
Complex

Winston Duke, who 
played T’Challa’s unlikely 
(and very attractive) ally 
M’Baku in Black Panther 
and Avengers: Infinity War, 
is taking on the role of 
MMA icon Kevin “Kimbo 
Slice” Ferguson in the new 
film “Backyard Legend.”

According to Deadline, 
Duke will also serve as an 
executive producer on the 
project. “I’m looking for-
ward to exploring Kimbo’s 
story and interrogating the 
expectations society plac-
es on men like him who are 
their own special breed of 
hero,” he told the outlet.

The film is being pro-
duced by Steve Lee Jones’ 
Bee Holder Productions 
and Michael J. Weiss’ We-
bros Entertainment, and 
the script will be penned 
by writer Andy Weiss. 
The story follows the life 
of the Bahamian-born leg-
end who went on to mixed 
martial arts fame after a 
backyard fight drew a huge 
YouTube crowd. After 
escaping homelessness, 
Slice climbed the ranks of 

the MMA world before he 
died in 2016 at the age of 42 
due to heart failure and a 
liver mass.

Michael Imber, Kimbo’s 
longtime friend, manager, 
and employer is also serv-
ing as an executive produc-
er. His relationship with 
Slice life will be depicted 
in the film, though the role 
hasn’t yet been cast.

“It’s a rich and layered 
tale about this man’s in-

credible journey from a 
poor neighborhood in Mi-
ami to becoming a world-
wide phenomenon,” Jones 

said. “We are ecstatic that 
Winston has decided to 
take on this both physically 
and emotionally challeng-

ing role. We simply could 
not find a better Kimbo!”

So far there’s no director 
attached to the film and no 

release date. Duke will also 
star in Jordan Peele’s up-
coming movie Us, which 
comes out in March 2019.

YouTube 

Kimbo Slice is a Bahamian-born American mixed martial artist from South Florida. He died in June 2016.

‘Black Panther’ actor to portray Kimbo Slice
Winston Duke will be starring in a 
biopic about legendary MMA fighter

Winston Duke is an ex-
ecutive producer and star 
of “Backyard Legend.”
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BOOK REVIEW

AILEY
CONTINUED FROM 2C

up all the windows along the 
Knight Concert Hall. The nat-
ural light that comes into the 
Arsht Center was the per-
fect setting for them to be 
able to trace their faces. 
From there, they took the 
list of superlatives and af-
firmatives that they had 
created for themselves and 
then layered that on top, 
so there are two differ-
ent pieces of drawing that 
each camper has that was 
then translated to the actu-
al fabric of the quilt.”

Julius Pascal, 13, a camp-
er at AileyCamp said that 
he felt special, especially 
since this is only his first 
year at the summer camp. 

“I feel brought in. That 
quilt will be in this build-
ing for a long time. I feel 
committed to being at Ai-
leyCamp,” said Julius. “It’s 
so crazy because every-
thing I learn here, I have 
never learned before.” 

Parents say the camp has 
changed their children’s 
lives.

Tasheba Poulainne, 35, 
and mother of camper Joy 
Poulainne, 12, said, her 
daughter has blossomed 
over the six weeks of 
camp.

“It has made a big im-
pact on her life because 
she’s very shy and timid at 
times, and I feel like it kind 
of brought her self-confi-
dence to where it used to 
be,” said Poulainne. “So I 
appreciate AileyCamp for 
that.” 

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
bookwormsez@gmail.com

Listen up.
Pay attention. Eyes forward, 

ears open. You’ve heard those 
things before in your life, and 
now you say them to yourself, 
your kids and your employ-
ees. But do they hear what 
you say now ? In the new 
book “Note to Self,” collect-
ed and introduced by Gayle 
King, will your words ring 
back in the future?

When she was just 9 years 
old, a classmate told Gayle 
King that she would be his 

slave, were it not for Lincoln.
Stunned, she ran home to 

tell her mother, who com-
forted her with words King 
still remembers – but it made 
King wonder what she, as the 
woman she is today, would 
tell that “skinny little 9-year-
old girl …” if she could send 
her young self a message. In 
her Emmy-nominated series 
for CBS This Morning, she 
gives opportunities for others 
to do the similar.

Beginning with Oprah, 
King’s best friend, there are 
words of comfort for a young 
woman who was dating the 

wrong man: “I use the word 
beautiful because … that’s 
never a word you would call 
yourself.”  

Kermit the Frog admits that 
he’s “green with envy” for the 

possibilities ahead for the frog 
he once was.  Former Vice 
President Joe Biden advises 
his 12-year-old self to look 
forward, because there’s great 
adventure ahead. NFL play-
er Ryan O’Callaghan advises 
his younger self to “Breathe.” 
From Dr. Ruth, who was or-
phaned by the Nazis: “… your 
bravery will be rewarded.” 

Tyler Perry thanks his 
young self for thriving. Ar-
chitect Frank Gehry says, 
“Once you find your passion… 
work your tail off…” John 
Lewis advises himself to al-
ways remember the words of 
Martin Luther King Jr.: “We 
must learn to live together as 
brothers or perish together as 
fools.”

Surround yourself with 
those you love. Hug often. 
Examine your mistakes. Have 
fun. And remember that peo-
ple can be “meaner or cruel-
er or wetter or prettier … but 
they can’t be more human 
than you.”

If you could, would you be-
come 18 years old again?

For most people, the answer 
is “yes,” but only if they can 
take their knowledge back 
with them. It’s a moot point, 
of course – you can’t, and you 
can’t – but “Note to Self” sets 
forth an intriguing exercise.

It also offers a chance for 
reflection on a sleepy summer 
afternoon, too. There’s a good 
mix of inspiring, gracious and 
grateful tales inside this book, 

from those with stardom al-
ready in-pocket, to a few that 
may not be household names 
quite yet. Some of the tales 
are exactly what you’d expect, 
while others may surprise 
you with candor and reason-
ing. TV Host and story collec-
tor Gayle King explains how 
she received these stories and 
others like them; she then lays 
down a few rules, and leaves 
blank pages for readers’ own 
notes to self.

This is not a difficult book 
to read. With its short, quick 
chapters, it practically begs to 
be browsed in office or com-
mute, and it’ll make a great 
grad gift. Truly, “Note to Self” 
is a book to which you’ll pay 
attention.

What would your young self say to you today?
’Note to Self,’ notes collected and 
introduced by CBS host, Gayle King

HAITI
CONTINUED FROM 1C 

many art studios and galler-
ies, as well as dance classes, 
public markets and night-
time events. The warehous-
es, businesses and restau-
rants serve as canvasses that 
different artists use to beau-
tify the neighborhoods with 
different aspects of Haitian 
and Caribbean culture and 
folklore. These murals were 
created by artists who want 
to improve the community 
by making art that reflects 
the roots of the residents 
therein.

Nate “Nate Dee” Delinois, 
a Miami native of Haitian 
background, has painted 
many murals throughout 
Wynwood, other parts of 
Miami and other states. He 
says his experience painting 
in Little Haiti was special in 
more ways than one. 

“What I love about Little 
Haiti is that the people there 
they really love the street 
and public art,” he said. “I 
think the people appreci-
ate it a little more; they will 
come to you, and they’ll take 
pictures … and that’s how 
you know you are affecting 
the area you are working in 
positively.” 

Delinois was part of an 
initiative called the Little 
Haiti Mural Project. 

The project was started by 
Yuval Ofir, a fellow Miam-
ian, business owner and art 
buff, who has turned his pas-
sion for art and networking 
into a fully operational busi-
ness. In 2011, Ofir founded 
YO Space, an event-plan-
ning studio and creative 
hub located in Little Haiti, 
where artists come together 
to elevate their craft, both 
creatively and professional-
ly. 

Ofir did not want this 
mural project to turn out 
like another Wynwood-in-
spired mural initiative, he 
explained. 

“If we do this, we need to 
have a plan, and it needs to 
fit the neighborhood,” he 
said. 

Ofir, who has curated dif-

ferent mural projects and 
traditional art displays, as 
well as produced different 
types of creative and en-
gaging events from comedy 
shows to live music, used his 
network to amass different 
artists, many of Haitian and 
Caribbean backgrounds. 

Last week, Ofir, as well as 
Little Haiti residents and 
business owners, attended 
a contentious planning and 
zoning board meeting at Mi-
ami City Hall, where they 
voiced their concerns about 
the approval of the Mag-
ic City Innovation District 
(MCID) project. The ambi-
tious project seeks to reno-
vate more than 73 acres and 
turn the area into a business, 
residential, entertainment 
and technology hub. The 
problem, as many residents 
stated, is that the commu-
nity feels underrepresented 
in the vision set forth by 
the MCID developers. The 
community fears the loss of 
indigenous business estab-
lishments, displacements 
due to unaffordable rents, as 
well as a total disregard for 
the rich Haitian and Carib-
bean history of the neigh-
borhood. 

There are several Special 
Area Plans (SAP) that are 
happening in a very con-
densed area of Little Haiti, 
many of which have their 
own vision of progress and 
growth. The residents are 
not against development of 
Little Haiti, but they say the 
city and developers need to 
hash out an all-inclusive and 
more cohesive masterplan 
for the different SAPs that 
want to come into the area. 

“You can't stop progress,” 
said Ofir, as he took to the 
podium. “But the thing that 
we can affect is the form in 
which the progress comes 
in. I think it would make 
more sense for the city to 
come up with a master plan 
for the area.” 

The Magic City Innova-
tion District was recom-
mended for approval to the 
city commission. The com-
mission is expected to take 
the latter up after it comes 
back from a break in Sep-
tember. 

The artists who Ofir re-
cruited for the Little Haiti 
Mural Project understand 
that gentrification is a com-
plex process, but hope that 
the investors’ vision for 
growth is conscientious and 
beneficial for the communi-
ty overall. Development is 
needed for a neighborhood 
to improve, but it needs to 
be fashioned in a responsi-
ble manner, explained Deli-
onis. 

“I hope developers ap-
preciate the culture that is 
there and do a responsible 
job in terms of the ways 
in which they want to im-
plement their vision in the 
area,” he said.  

The Color Dreamers is an-
other set of artists who par-
ticipated in the Little Hai-
ti Mural Project. The duo 
consists of Ivette Cabrera, 
longtime Miami resident 
of Nicaraguan descent, and 
Amir Shakir, Black and born 
in Louisiana, who’s been 
living in Miami for the last 
eight years. Together, they 
embrace the culture of Little 
Haiti and reflect it in their 
art, instead of making art for 
art’s sake. 

The process of making a 
mural in Little Haiti is del-
icate and has to be designed 
carefully, explained Cabre-
ra. “If we put anything out 
there that doesn't relate to 

their identity, then we are 
going to change the identity 
of the whole community,” 
she said. 

Designing a mural relat-
able to the community was 
done in part to foster pride 
in the area’s culture, much 
like Delionis did, but also to 
inspire the residents to take 
part in the process of devel-
oping the community. 

“We don’t see develop-
ment as a negative thing,” 
Shakir said, “but, the people 
should know that they can 
be part of the development 
and make it about them-
selves and about the larger 
picture at the same time.” 

Since 2014, more than 30 
murals have been created as 
part of the Little Haiti Mu-
ral Project. Some have been 
painted over, but many of 
them remain visible.

Wil Rivera is another artist 
who has taken part in the re-
cent beautification process 
of Little Haiti. He works as a 
prop and stage designer for 
Santa’s Enchanted Forest, 
as well as pursuing person-
al art projects on his own 
time. Rivera, together with 
a slew of other established 
artists, decided to paint the 
warehouse where he pre-
pares the park’s displays for 
the upcoming Christmas 
season. “It’s something that 
I have always wanted to do,” 
he said. Now that his chil-
dren are older, he can begin 
to work in different kinds 
of artistic projects, he ex-
plained. 

Ofir, Delionis, The Color 
Dreamers and Rivera un-
derstand the importance of 
using art as a vehicle to ce-
ment a sense of identity and 
pride in a neighborhood and 
its people. The hope that 
any future development can 
benefit the community di-
rectly, instead of the outside 
investors.

Rivera grew up around 
the Little Haiti area and re-
members the times when 
the neighborhood was con-
sidered shabby and unap-
pealing to outsiders.

 “Little Haiti has changed 
so much, and I think the mu-
rals are a big part of its cur-
rent identity,” Rivera said. 

Miami Times photos/ Kishana Burns

Two students in AileyCamp sign the quilt they made 
on July 18 at the Adrienne Arsht Center for Perform-
ing Arts of Miami-Dade.

Wil Rivera 
Muralist

“

A camper at AileyCamp Miami produces beats with 
a bucket.

Little Haiti has 
changed so much, and 
I think the murals are a 

big part of its 
current identity.” 
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MARGARET STAFFORD
Associated Press

BRANSON, Mo. — Three 
of survivor Tia Coleman’s 
children were among the 17 
people killed when a duck 
boat capsized during a storm 
Thursday in a local lake.

Coleman says didn’t be-
come nervous until a large 
swell came over the side of 
the boat. She says she doesn’t 
know how she ended up in 
the water and may have hit 
her head.

She says the cold water led 
her to believe she was deep 
in the lake. She says she “just 
let go” and somehow floated 
to the top of the water, where 
she saw life rafts that had 
been thrown into the lake by 
people nearby.

She says not knowing 
where her children were was 
“the worst feeling you could 

ever feel.”
Coleman, an Indianapolis 

woman recuperating in a 
Missouri hospital, lost nine 
family members in a boating 
accident. She said part of the 
reason the family went on the 
excursion was for her 9-year-
old son with autism.

Coleman says her son 
Reece was “the happiest, 
sweetest boy” and made 
every day worth living. She 
says he loved the water and 
her family took the Ride the 
Ducks tour because it was 
something he’d enjoy doing.

“Grab the baby!”
Those were the last words 

Coleman recalls her sister-in-
law yelling before the tourist 
boat they were on sank into a 
Missouri lake, killing 17 peo-
ple, including nine of Cole-
man’s family members.

A huge wave hit, scatter-
ing passengers on the vessel 
known as a duck boat into 
Table Rock Lake near Bran-
son, Coleman said. When the 
Indianapolis woman came 
up for air, she was alone. She 
prayed.

“I said, ‘Lord, please, let me 
get to my babies,” she told re-
porters from her wheelchair 
Saturday in the lobby of a 
hospital where she’s recov-
ering after swallowing lake 
water. “‘... If they don’t make 
it, Lord, take me too. I don’t 
need to be here.’”

Coleman’s husband and 
three children, ages 9, 7 and 1; 
her 45-year-old sister-in-law 
and 2-year-old nephew; her 

mother-in-law and father-in-
law and her husband’s uncle 
all died Thursday night in the 
deadliest accident of its kind 
in nearly two decades.

Divers found four more 
bodies Friday in a Missou-
ri lake where a duck boat 
packed with tourists cap-
sized and sank in high winds, 
bringing the death toll to 17 
in the country-and-western 
town of Branson, authorities 
said. 

Others killed included a 
Missouri couple who had 
just celebrated a birthday; 
another Missouri couple on 
what was planned as their 
last extended vacation; an Il-
linois woman who died while 
saving her granddaughter’s 
life; an Arkansas father and 
son; and a retired pastor who 
was the boat’s operator.

None of the 31 passengers 
on board was wearing a life 

jacket, according to an inci-
dent report released Saturday 
by the Missouri State High-
way Patrol.

State and federal investiga-
tors were trying to determine 
what sent the vessel, origi-
nally built for military use in 
World War II, to its demise. 
An initial assessment blamed 
thunderstorms and winds 
that approached hurricane 
strength, but it wasn’t clear 
why the amphibious vehicle 
even ventured into the water.

Coleman said the crew told 
passengers they were going 
into the water first, before 
the land-based part of their 
tour, because of the incoming 
storm. The area had been 
under a severe thunderstorm 
watch for hours and a severe 
thunderstorm warning for 
more than 30 minutes before 
the boat sank.

Suzanne Smagala with 
Ripley Entertainment, which 
owns Ride the Ducks in Bran-
son, said it was the company’s 
only accident in more than 
40 years of operation. The 
company hasn’t commented 
on Coleman’s account of the 
tour, which usually begins 
with a tour of downtown 
Branson – known for its coun-
try shows and entertainment 
– before the vessel enters the 
lake for a short ride on the 
water.

Company President Jim 
Pattison Jr. said the boat cap-
tain had 16 years of experi-
ence, and the business 

SEE BOAT 8D

BOAT ACCIDENT 
KILLS 9 RELATIVES

 AP Photo/Charlie Riedel 

People pray around a van believed to belong to 
victims of a duck boat accident in the parking lot of 
the business running the boat tours Friday, July 20 in 
Branson, Mo. 

Winds were 2 mph short of hurricane 
force, transportation officials said 

Duck boat accident 
survivor Tia Coleman 
while speaking to the 
media at Cox Medical 
Center Branson Saturday, 
July 21 in Branson, Mo. 
Coleman lost nine family 
members in the accident 
Thursday on Table Rock 
Lake which left over a 
dozen people dead.

AP Photos/Charlie Riedel
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n Gospel Arena Interna-
tional Ministry

The 15th annual Commu-
nity Day will offer free health 
screenings, free food and 
drinks, back-to-school give-
aways and food ministry 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on July 28. Call 
786-953-8583 for more de-
tails.

n Temple Emanu-El
Va’etchanan Shabbat Na-

chamu 7:30 p.m. on July 
28. Call 305-538-2503 for 
more details.

n New Corinth Mission-
ary Baptist Church 

Invites you to their Dea-
cons, Deaconess, Mother 
Board and Home Mission 
60th Anniversary 3 p.m. July 
29. Call 305-588-5030 for 
more details.

n Golden Bells 40th Anni-
versary

Aug. 18, 7:30 at New Be-
ginning and Aug. 19, 4 p.m. at 
New Covenant. Call 786-251-
2878 for more information.  

n The Kingdom Agenda 
Ministries Inc.

Free counseling, tutoring, 
health screenings and mes-
sages of services are being 
offered by Senior Pastor Fe-
licia Hamilton-Parramore; 
Call 954-707-3274 for more 
details.

n Gathering All Parents 
to Prayer

Prayer for youth; noon ev-
ery third Saturday; 835 NW 

119th St.; Call Apostle Thel-
ma Knowles at 305-332-1736 
for more details.

n Greater New Bethel 
Baptist Church 

Provides behavioral health, 
intervention and treatment 
services for Black men at risk 
for HIV or substance abuse 
disorders. Call 305-627-0396 
for more details.

n Sistah to Sistah Con-
nection 

Women’s empowerment 
meeting; 10 a.m. – noon ev-
ery second and fourth Satur-
day; Parkway Professional 
Building in Miramar. Call 954-
260-9348 for more details.

n The Elks Historical 
Business and Conference 
Center 

Gospel Kickback with en-
tertainment and fine dining; 
noon - 6 p.m. every Sunday. 

Call 305-224-1890 for more 
details.

n Metropolitan AME 
Church 

Food and clothing giveaway 
every second Saturday. Call 
786-277-4150 for more de-
tails.

n Zion Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church 

Food and clothing distribu-
tion; 4 p.m. every Wednes-
day. Call 786-541-3687 for 
more details.

n First Haitian Church of 
God 

Food drive; 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
every Saturday. Call 786-362-
1804 for more details.

n New Day N Christ Deliv-
erance Ministry 

Free mind, body and soul 
self-improvement and Zumba 
fitness classes. Call 305-691-

0018 for more details.

n Florida Independent 
Restoration Ministries 

Prayer for families dealing 
with drugs and alcohol. Call 
800-208-2924 ext. 102 or 
prayer line, ext. 104.

n Bethany Seventh Day 
Adventist Church

Bereavement sharing 
groups; 3-4 p.m. every sec-
ond Sunday; Fall Into Fitness 
Five-week Challenge: Starts 
9 a.m. Aug.12 until Sep. 16. 
For more in details call 305-
634-2993

n MEC Ministries 
Provides healing services; 

7:30 p.m. every fourth Friday. 
Call 305-693-1534 for more 
details.

The deadline for the Faith 
Calendar is on or before 2 
p.m. Mondays. 

CATHOLIC
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Rev. Alexander Ekechukwu, CSSp
1301 NW 71 Street • 305-691-1701 

BAPTIST
New Philadelphia Baptist Church

Pastor Rickie K. Robinson Sr.
1113 NW 79th Street • 305-505-0400

Greater Harvest Baptist Church
Rev. Kenneth McGee

2310 NW 58th Street • 786-717-5818

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
New Christ Tabernacle Church

Rev. Harold Harsh
1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Walking in Christ M.B. Church
Rev. Larry Robbins, Sr.

3530 NW 214th Street • 305-430-0443

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church

Elder William Walker
5895 NW 23rd Avenue • 305-635-3866

New Christ Tabernacle M.B. Church
Rev. Harold Marsh

1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Valley Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Elder Johnnie Robinson

1395 NW 69th Street • 305-835-8316

New Mount Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Bernard E. Lang, Pastor/Teacher
7103 NW 22 Avenue • 954-433-2028

Second Canaan  
Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Jeffrey L. Mack, Pastor

4343 NW 17 Avenue 305-638-1789

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Van Gaskins, Jr., Pastor/Teacher
7510 NW 15th Avenue • 305-418-0012

True Faith Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John M. Fair

1890 NW 47th Terrace • 786-262-6841

The Kingdom Agenda Worship Center
Prophetess Felicia Hamilton-Parramore

630 Sharar Avenue • 954-707-3274

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church

Rev. Michael H. Clark, Jr., Senior Pastor
1778 NW 69th Street • 305-696-4201 

New Resurrection Community Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony A. Tate

2167 NW 64th Street • 305-342-7426 

PENTECOSTAL
New Faith Deliverance Center COGIC

Pastor Dr. Willie Gaines
3257 NW 7th Avenue Circle • 305-335-4389

New Life Christian Center
Rev. Bruce Payne

5726 Washington Street • 786-536-9039 

MORAVIAN CHURCH
New Hope Moravian Church

Pastor Gregorio Moody
6001 SW 127th Avenue • 305-273-4047

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ at Coconut Grove

Minister William D. Maddox
3345 Douglas Road • 305-448-0504

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Revival Tabernacle Assembly of God 

Pastor Leonard Shaw
2085 NW 97th Street • 305-693-1356

NON DENOMINATION
Lively Stone Church of Miami

Pastor David Doriscar
8025 NW Miami Court 754-400-0899

CHURCH Listings
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The Bahamas' 
independence is 

marked by service
LOCALS FROM DIASPORA HONORED
Miami Times Staff Report

As part of the South Florida 
celebrations of Bahamas’ 45th 
independence, Bahamians gath-
ered for an ecumenical service 
at the historical St. Agnes Angli-
can Church in Overtown.

“Celebrate Bahamas, We’ve 
Come This Far by Faith,” was 
the theme of service on July 15, 
where South Florida newspa-
perman, Garth Reeves Sr., and 
others from the Bahamian dias-
pora, were honored.

The local independence 
events will culminate with The 
Essence Of The Bahamas Fes-
tival on Saturday, July 28 at the 
Bahamian Connection Village, 
4400 NW Second Ave., from 
noon to midnight.

Bahamas Consul General to 
Florida, Linda Mackey, praised 
the diaspora for its accomplish-
ments and contributions to the 
South Florida community over 
the years.

Five Bahamians were hon-
ored, whom Mackey described 
as “educated and humble men 
and women who accomplished 
their dreams despite setbacks, 
disappointments 
and challenges, and doing with-
out compromise. 

“They were faithful as they 
trusted God to be faithful, and 
he was always faithful,” she said.

Reeves, honored among the 
group, has been recognized over 
the years for his activism and is 
hailed as “The voice of Miami’s 
Black Community.”  Born in the 
Bahamas, Reeves was raised in 
Miami.  He served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II.  In 
1970, he was named publish-
er and CEO of the newspaper 
founded by his father, “The Mi-
ami Times.”

Other notable Bahamians 
honored include Thelma Gib-
son, a descendant of some of 
the first Bahamians to settle in 
Coconut Grove.  Dr. Gershwin 
Blyden, a physician in the field 
of Oncology, in South Florida 
was also honored, as was Geor-

gianna Johnson Bethel.  Also, of 
Bahamian descent, and honored 
was West Park Mayor Eric Jones 
Jr. 

The ecumenical service, 
which is organized and host-
ed annually by The Bahamas 
Consulate General Office, Flor-
ida, drew attendees from as far 
north as Jupiter. Special guests 
were the children of Our La-
dy’s and St. Stephen “Angels 
of Praise Dance Troupe,” from 
Bimini, who delighted the audi-
ence with a praise dance.

Rector of St. Agnes, Reverend 
Father Denrick Rolle, welcomed 
the audience of more than 300 
persons. 

This year’s independence 
message was delivered by Rev-
erend C. Lloyd Newton of St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
in Delray Beach.  Prayers were 
presented for the international 
community, by William Pickard; 
for the nation, by Reverend Ro-
berta (Bobby) Knowles of the 
Church of the Incarnation; for 
the government, by Sen. Kather-
ine “Kay” Forbes-Smith; for the 
diaspora, by Rubyann Bradshaw, 
vice president, of the National 
Association of Bahamians; and 
for the youth by Kirkland Sands 
Jr.  The choir of the Church of 
the Incarnation provided the 
musical selections.

Kay Forbes-Smith, presi-
dent of The Bahamas Senate, 

brought greetings from Prime 
Minister Hubert Minnis and the 
entire government. The sena-
tor highlighted that, “of critical 
importance to the goals of The 
Bahamas is the empowerment 
of our youth as expressed in our 
prime minister’s independence 
message, arming them with 
increased opportunities to ac-
cess the education and training 
needed for them to realize their 
full potential.”

“It is my fervent hope that 
this focus on our youth not only 
deepens their pride in our his-
tory and their commitment to 
community service, but it en-
courages their determination 
to become productive citizens 
contributing to the economic 
and cultural advancement of 
our country,” Forbes-Smith said. 
“The past 45 years of indepen-
dence reflects our story of a 
continuing journey to make our 
country better for all Bahami-
ans but most especially for our 
young people.”  

Opposition leader in the Ba-
hamas Senate, Fred Mitchell 
also made remarks.  

“On this 45th anniversary, we 
remember where we’ve come 
from, and by faith we have come 
a long, long way,” said Mitchell. 
“Independence doesn’t solve 
problems, but it gives the au-
thority to decide for yourself, 
good or bad.”

Andy Ingraham, of the Bahamian diaspora, in South 
Florida, at left with Bahamas Consul General Florida, 
Linda Mackey and Deputy Consul General Florida, San-
dra Carey, right, present a plaque to Thelma Gibson. BOAT

CONTINUED FROM 7D

monitors weather.
Twenty-nine passengers 

and two crewmembers were 
aboard. Fourteen people sur-
vived, including two adults 
who remained hospitalized 
Saturday. Coleman and her 
13-year-old nephew were the 
only of the 11 members of her 
family who boarded the boat 
to make it out alive.

Chance also brought the 
Colemans aboard the doomed 
vessel.

Coleman said her fami-
ly initially lined up for the 
wrong tour so they had to 
switch out their tickets for 
the 6:30 p.m. ride.

She says the crew showed 
passengers where the life 
jackets were but said they 
wouldn’t need them.

The company’s website had 
been taken down by Satur-
day, save for a statement that 
its operations would remain 
shuttered to support the in-
vestigation and allow time 
for families and the commu-
nity to grieve.

Investigators with the Na-
tional Transportation Safety 
Board and U.S. Coast Guard 
were hoping a video record-
er recovered from the boat 
would help provide some 

explanation on why it sank. 
NTSB member Earl Weener 
winds were 2 mph short of 
hurricane force at the time.

While the boat’s driver on 
water, 51-year-old Kenneth 
McKee, survived; its driver 
on land, 73-year-old Bob Wil-
liams, did not.

Branson Mayor Karen Best 
said Williams was a “great 
ambassador” for the city. Wil-
liams’ family in Rhode Island, 

– where he’d lived for decades 
before retiring to Branson, – 
remembered him as a deeply 
religious man who founded a 
local church.

“Pastor Bob was a prince 
of a man, loving, kind and 
generous, whose loss to our 
family is incalculable,” said 
Williams’ son-in-law, Bishop 
Jeffery Williams, who now 
leads King’s Cathedral in 
Providence.

AP Photo/Charlie Riedel 

Duck boat accident survivor Tia Coleman is com-
forted by her sister Leeta Bigbee.

Photos courtesy of Bahamas Ministry of Tourism & Aviations 

Andy Ingraham, of the Bahamian diaspora, in South Florida, at left with Baha-
mas Consul General Florida, Linda Mackey and Deputy Consul General Florida, 
Sandra Carey, right, present a plaque to Garth Reeves Sr.
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Miami Times Staff Report

If you want to eat a 
healthy diet, you’ll need to 
do more than choose the 
right foods. It’s also im-
portant to prepare foods 
in a healthy way. There are 
many different methods to 
cut cholesterol, trim fat and 
reduce calories without 
sacrificing taste or spend-
ing all day in the kitchen. 

To learn more about how 
to eat healthy and protect 
your heart, attend a free lec-
ture by Dr. Juan Velasquez 
noon on Aug. 22 at North 
Shore Medical Center,  1100 
NW 95th St., in Miami.

Here are a few tips to 
help you serve more savory 
dishes that are both heart 
smart and nutritious.

The way you prepare 

foods is just as important 
as the foods that are being 
prepared. 

• Roast using a rack so the 
meat or poultry does not sit 
in its own fat drippings.

• Baste with fat-free liq-
uids such as wine, tomato 
juice or lemon juice instead 
of pan drippings.

• Stir-fry in a wok with 
vegetable stock, wine or a 
little bit of peanut oil.

• Grill or broil with a rack 
to allow fat to drip away 
from the food.

• Steam foods in a basket 
over simmering water.

• Poach chicken or fish by 
immersing it in simmering 
liquid.

• Sauté with a nonstick 
metal or coated pan over 
high heat.

• Use nonstick vegetable 

spray, a small amount of 
broth or wine or a little bit 
of oil rubbed onto the pan 
using a paper towel.

You can make your fa-
vorite recipes more heart 
healthy by substituting 
certain ingredients to re-
duce fat, cholesterol and 
sodium. 

• Instead of heavy cream, 

use evaporated fat-free 
milk.

• Replace sour cream 
with low-fat cottage cheese 
and low-fat or nonfat yo-
gurt.

• Instead of shortening, 
use olive or canola oil.

• Swap a whole egg for an 
egg white plus unsaturated 
oil, or cholesterol-free egg 
substitute.

• Trade whole or 2-per-
cent milk for 1 percent or 
skim milk.

• Exchange canned veg-
etables for fresh or frozen 
vegetables. 

• Switch to low-fat chees-
es.

• Use lower-cholesterol 
meats, such as beef round, 
sirloin, loin and ground 
beef that is 15-percent fat 
or less or ground turkey 

and chicken breast with the 
skin removed.

Now that you have pre-
pared a mouth-watering, 
heart-healthy entrée, don’t 
be tempted to add on but-
ter, sauces or dressings that 
can be high in cholesterol 
and saturated fat. Instead, 
try some low-fat flavorings 
to spice up your meal, such 
as salsa, horseradish, herbs 
(oregano, basil, cilantro, 
thyme, parsley, sage and 
rosemary), spices (cinna-
mon, nutmeg, pepper and 
paprika), mustard, catsup, 
and reduced fat or nonfat 
mayonnaise, yogurt or soy 
sauce. 

For more information 
about heart-healthy cook-
ing, visit the American 
Heart Association website 
at www.heart.org.

Poach chicken or 
fish by immersing it 
in simmering liquid.

Cardiologist says make heart-healthy choices; avoid high fats, heavy sodium meals

COOK
IS AS IMPORTANT AS WHAT YOU COOK

HOW YOU

To learn more about 
how to eat healthy and 

protect your heart, 
attend a free lecture 
by Dr. Juan Velasquez 
noon on Aug. 22 at 

North Shore Medical 
Center,  1100 NW 
95th St., in Miami.

“
Dr. Juan Velasquez

DR. SONAL MEHTA
Special to The Miami Times

If one of your loved ones 
was doubled over with chest 
pain, having what appeared 
to be a heart attack, or if you 
witnessed someone sustain 
severe injuries, you would 
probably call 911, so they 
could receive medical atten-
tion as quickly as possible.  
What if you observed some-
one suddenly lose the ability 
to speak, move parts of his 
or her body or have trouble 
seeing?  Would you react the 
same way?  The answer is 
probably yes if you recognize 
the symptoms of a stroke.

Strokes occur when blood 

flow to the brain is interrupt-
ed.  When a person begins 
suffering a stroke, brain cells 
in the immediate area begin 
to die because they stop re-
ceiving the oxygen and nu-
trients they need to function.  
This is why immediate medi-
cal attention is necessary. 

Stroke patients who receive 
treatment within the first hour 
of onset have the best chance 
of survival and prevention of 
disability.  The window of op-
portunity to treat the majori-
ty of stroke patients is about 
three hours.  After six hours, 
studies show that there may 
be little to no benefit. 

There are two major kinds 
of stroke.  The most common 

is called an ischemic stroke, 
which is caused by a blood 
clot that blocks or plugs a 
blood vessel or artery in the 
brain.  These types of strokes 
may be treated with a drug 
called t-PA, which dissolves 

blood clots if patients receive 
care within the first three 
hours of the stroke.  The sec-
ond major type of stroke is a 
hemorrhagic stroke, which is 
caused by a blood vessel in 
the brain breaking and bleed-
ing into the brain. Surgery to 
repair blood vessel abnormal-
ities may be performed to re-
duce future risk of this type of 
stroke.  

There is one other type of 
brain attack that may be a sign 
that an ischemic stroke is on 
the way.  Transient ischemic 
attacks, or “mini-strokes,” 
happen when blood flow 
to the brain is temporarily 
blocked.  The effects of TIAs 
may last only a few minutes 

or even an entire day, but this 
does not mean they should be 
ignored.  TIAs may be predic-
tors of strokes. It’s estimated 
that about 14 percent of TIA 
sufferers will have a stroke 
within a year of the TIA ex-
perience.

Besides TIAs, there are oth-
er warning signs of a stroke. 
They include: 

• Sudden numbness or 
weakness of face, arm or leg, 
especially on one side of the 
body

• Sudden confusion or trou-
ble speaking or understand-
ing speech

• Sudden trouble walking, 
dizziness, or loss of balance 
or coordination

• Sudden severe headache 
with no known cause

• Blurred or double vision, 
drowsiness and nausea or 
vomiting

Remember, not every 
stroke sufferer will have all 
of these signs and sometimes 
the symptoms will go away 
only to return again.  Call 911 
right away if you or anyone 
you know has one or more of 
these symptoms.  The sooner 
medical treatment is given, 
the better the chances for sur-
vival and healing.    

Dr. Sonal Mehta, who spe-
cializes in interventional neu-
rology, is affiliated with North 
Shore Medical Center in Mi-
ami.

Strokes: When every minute until treatment counts

Dr. Sonal Mehta
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Miami Times photo/Nyamekye Daniel

United Teachers of Dade supporters, including its secretary/treasurer Mindy Grimes-Festge, second left; vice president Antonio White; and president Karla Hernandez 
Mats, fifth from left, on Wednesday, July 18 rallied to support a vote to put a referendum on teachers pay on the Nov.6  ballot. They were joined by Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools board members, Lubby Navarro, left, Mari Tere Rojas, third from left, and Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall, second from right.

Miami-Dade County Public Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho 

and board members: Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall; Lawrence Feldman; 

Susie Castillo; Lubby Navarro; Perla Tabares Hantman; and Martin 

Karp are at the July 18 board meeting.

Carvalho's talks of teacher 
pay raises called 'premature'
NYAMEKYE DANIEL
ndaniel@miamitimesonline.com

Some Miami-Dade County 
Public School board members 
tried to shut down discussions 
about teacher salary increas-
es during a board meeting 
Wednesday – but it was too 
late.

The board was in the final 
stages of discussion before 
voting to add a question to the 
ballot, which would ask voters 
to pay to enhance school se-
curity and raise teachers’ sala-
ries, when Superintendent Al-
berto Carvalho found himself 
going over details about salary 
that had not been negotiated 
with the teachers' union.

Carvalho tried to stop the 
salary conversation but not 
before saying that some em-
ployees would receive up to a 
20-percent raise.

"Up to 20 percent," said 
Carvalho. "I will leave it there 
because I cannot go into spe-
cifics. Up to means, I cannot 
believe, for example, that a 
year-one teacher, a teacher 
coming in into the new salary 
schedule, will not necessarily 
get that."

Board member Steve Gallon 
III said the discussion about 
salary percentages was go-
ing down a "slippery slope." 
Board members Susie Castillo 
and Perla Tabares Hantman 
also expressed concern that 
they were approaching inap-
propriate  territory. 

"I am not going to discuss 
percentages or anything, be-
cause ... some of us cross the 
line when we were talking 
about salaries and the reason 
being it's collective bargain-
ing and we all know that," said 
Tabares Hantman.

Any talks of raises should 
be negotiated with the teach-
ers' union, United Teachers of 
Dade, said its president, Karla 
Hernandez Mats.

"There is nothing set in 
stone. We don't want to 
give false hope," Mats said 
Wednesday evening. "Up to 
20 percent sounds great, but it 
is premature to say a percent-
age that has not been negoti-
ated."

School board members 
during the meeting asserted 
that discussion of salary per-
centages should not have hap-
pened.  

"Such matter should never 
be discussed, committed to, 
or negotiated publicly," Gal-
lon said. "It is extremely pre-
mature to place any specific 
percentage increase in the 
universe and create any ex-
pectations that could not be 
met. ... We can't have people 
erroneously calculating new 
paycheck amounts that may 
never come."

School board members lat-
er voted unanimously to ask 
property owners  to pay .75 
cents of every $1,000 of the 
value of their homes assigned 
by the Miami-Dade County 
Property Appraiser. The reso-
lution passed 10-0 before the 
Miami-Dade County Com-
mission on Tuesday. Commis-
sioner Barbara Jordan was the 
main sponsor, according to a 
schools spokeswoman.

Carvalho thanked the board 
for moving the item to the bal-
lot for the Nov. 6 election.

"I am very pleased that the 
final tax rate that the board 
approved reflects a fair bal-
ance between adequate ... 
compensation and respect of 
the taxpayers," Carvalho said.

After nearly four hours of 
deliberating over the language 
and complexity of the ballot 
item, board members moved 
forward with the measure.

Ninety percent of the rev-
enue will fund the salaries 
of “instructional personnel,” 
comprised of some 20,000 
workers. The remaining 10 
percent will pay 450 new law 
enforcement officers assigned 
to schools, according to Car-
valho.

UTD's Hernandez Mats, 
whose organization, rep-
resents about 30,000 educa-
tors and paraprofessionals, 
said the union will negotiate 
how the estimated $200 mil-

lion allotted each year will be 
distributed to its members.

Miami-Dade public schools 
spokeswoman Daisy Di-
ego-Gonzalez said all sala-
ries will be negotiated with 
the teachers' union. She said 
Carvalho's up-to-20-percent-
figure comment, "is an exam-
ple brought up by a teacher's 
task force for some mid-ca-
reer teachers [who] have lost 
out on money due to legis-
lative mandates some years 
ago. [They] could stand to 
earn more if an increase is ap-
proved."

Diego-Gonzalez is referenc-
ing the 2011 teacher merit-pay 
law which, according to pub-
lished reports, took away job 
protections for teachers, tied 
their evaluations to student 
performance on tests and 
aimed to end giving teachers 
raises based on years of work, 
a portion not mandated. Mi-
ami-Dade schools chose to 
eliminate the step schedule, 
which allowed for annual pay 
increases for veteran teachers.

Vote for teacher-pay in-
crease and school security 
had visible support from the 
teachers' union.

Hernandez Mats led an ear-
ly-morning rally with about 
100 educators before the ref-
erendum to generate excite-

ment. UTD members held 
signs that read "Invest in chil-
dren," "We are an 'A' District" 
and "Invest in education."

District 2 board member 
Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall 
said teachers deserve a raise, 
especially because the sys-
tem received its first-ever "A" 
grade from the Florida De-
partment of Education.

Patrenia Dozer-Washington, 
a veteran teacher at Ojus El-
ementary School, joined her 
peers in front of the school 
board administration building 
at 8:45 a.m.

“I’m here in support of the 
bill to find alternatives for 
teachers’ salaries,” she said. “I 
agree with this measure and 
that all of the citizens should 
take part in voting on some-
thing that matters when it 
comes to our children.”

Those who had not scat-
tered during the discussion 
over the details of the resolu-
tion clapped and cheered soft-
ly at the vote. UTD organizer, 
Pat Fullwood said she could 
not wait for a chance to vote 
on the item in November. “It’s 
hope for teachers and all the 
people who work with chil-
dren.”

Miami Times executive edi-
tor Carolyn Guniss contributed 
to this report.

School board, county unanimously 
agree to send item to Nov. 6 ballot

School board members 
later voted unanimous-

ly to ask property 
owners  to pay .75 

cents of every $1,000 
of the value of their 

homes assigned by the 
Miami-Dade County 
Property Appraiser. 

“
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ISHEKA N. HARRISON
ishekah@gmail.com

For as long as Pastor Jarrett 
Durden can remember, he’s 
enjoyed preachers – and he 
enjoyed mimicking them as 
a child. 

“I can remember imitating 
the preachers at home back 
in Georgia. I would take a 
spoon from the kitchen and 
that would be my micro-
phone; I would put on my 

shiniest shoes and a tie … 
and that was my preacher’s 
outfit,” Durden said.

He said anytime peo-
ple came to his house, they 
would be his congregation; 
and sometimes he would 
preach himself to tears tell-
ing people they needed to get 
right with God. Deep down 
he said he knew it was more 
than just child’s play.

“I’ve always had an attrac-
tion to the Word. Growing 

up in a Christian home, going 
to church five days a week, I 
always knew that I would be 
a preacher. Coming into my 
late teenage years, the call of 
God became more clear as 
to what He wanted me to do. 
He has a way of allowing life 
to steer us into the place of 
purpose that He has for us,” 
Durden said.

For Durden that steering 
included making some poor 
decisions with some friends 

and family members that led 
to him being sentenced to 15 
years behind bars.

“I was facing three counts 
of armed robbery and at-
tempted armed robbery. I 
had never been in trouble 
prior to that, but I was guilty 
of everything,” Durden said, 
sharing that he’d broken 
down crying before being 
caught for disappointing 
God. 

“I knew that I had done 
something that God didn’t 
approve of, and I didn’t know 
how I was going to get back 
right with God. I was Godly 
sorry for what I had done 
before I even made it to the 
jail,” he continued. 

Though the justice sys-
tem didn’t show them any 
mercy, Durden said the Lord 
did. One day while sitting in 
West Palm Beach’s county 
jail in 2002, Durden said God 
told him He’d use him like 
He used Moses to deliver his 
people.

“When I received that 
word, I just took off run-
ning. I started running for 
the Lord and reaching out 
and winning souls and every 
place that I traveled, it was 
always about building the 
kingdom,” Durden said.

Durden was ordained as 
a pastor in 2003 and began 
a ministry in prison called 
“Beyond the Veil” to help 
his fellow inmates get to 
know Christ. Over the next 

12 years and nine months, he 
said he was heralded for be-
ing a model inmate.

“The Lord began to give 
me favor at every institution 
and facility that I went to. I 
was conducting Bible study 
groups; I was conducting ac-
tual ministry while incarcer-
ated. It was to the point that 
my name began to go from 
one camp to the next camp. 
… God blessed me in that 
time just like He did Joseph. 
I went in just a slave and by 
the time I left, I wasn’t ruling 
Egypt, but I was a voice in 
Egypt,” Durden said, refer-
ring to the Biblical character 
known for rising from slav-
ery to become the Pharoah’s 
second-in-command.

Durden also earned his 
bachelor’s degree in biblical 
studies and religious educa-
tion from the Foundational 
Institute for Biblical Studies 
while serving his sentence. 
He transitioned to work re-
lease in 2014 and wasted no 
time continuing his ministry 
work in the South Florida 
community.

“I watched God just grow 
me and use me the entire 
time,” Durden said.

Today, Durden carries 
the Gospel by serving as 
associate pastor at Chapel 
of Prayer in Miami Lakes, 
mentoring youth and young 
adults, providing job oppor-
tunities through his prop-
erty maintenance and lawn 

care business, and traveling 
the country to speak at var-
ious events, churches and 
youth conferences.

He is married to Heath-
er and has three children, 
Jayden, 16, Faith, 4, and Myl-
es, 1.

“I have an attraction to 
helping the youth. I try to 
encourage them and steer 
them into the path of righ-
teousness instead of letting 
them be swallowed up by 
social media and the cares 
of the world,” Durden said. 

He is also the Broward di-
rector of Ex-Factor, a faith-
based initiative that helps 
former inmates re-enter 
society successfully by as-
sisting them with social ser-
vices.  He said everything he 
does is to please God and 
love people.

“I’m trying to reach a dy-
ing world outside of Chapel 
of Prayer. I just love God, 
and I desire that we all grow 
in the grace of God. I’m very 
humbled that God would 
still choose me and trust me 
to uphold the Gospel, and 
just really be a dispenser of 
His love because … to many 
people we are the represen-
tation of an invisible God, so 
to walk in love is what I seek 
to do,” Durden said.

Do you know of a spiritu-
al leader who should be fea-
tured in this column? Email 
Isheka at ishekah@gmail.
com.
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Pastor Jarrett Durden

Young pastor says he is trying to reach a dying world

CHURCH DIRECTORY

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.  — Romans 8:28

Apostolic 
Revival Center

Services

305-836-1224

Wed. Intercessory Prayer 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Morning Service 11 a.m.
Sun.-Eve. Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Fri. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

6702 N.W. 15th Avenue

Rev. Dr. Gilbert 
S. Smith 

Jordan Grove Missionary
Baptist Church

Services
Early Worship   7 a.m.
Sunday School  9 a.m.

NBC  10:05 a.m.
Worship   11 a.m. 
Worship   4 p.m.

Mission and Bible 

5946 N.W. 12th Avenue

 Pastor Douglas 
Cook, Sr.

Liberty City  
Church of Christ

Services

305-836-4555

Sunday Morning 8 a.m.
Sunday School  10 a.m.
Sunday Evening 5 p.m.

Tue. Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Fellowship 10 a.m.

1263 N.W. 67th Street

Evangelist 
Eric W. Doss

New Vision For 
Christ Ministries

Services

305-899-7224

Early Sunday Worship  7:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...6 p.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

13650 N.E. 10th Avenue

Rev. Michael 
D. Screen

Brownsville 
Church of Christ

Services

305-634-4850

Lord Day Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 7:30pm

Thurs. Morn. Bible Class 10 a.m.

4561 N.W. 33rd Court

Min. Harrell 
L. Henton

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church

Services

305-691-8861

Sunday 7:30 and 11 a.m. 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m    Sunday School
Tuesday   7 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m   Prayer Meeting

1470 N.W. 87th Street

Rev. Dr. C.A. 
Ivery, Pastor

Hosanna Community 
Baptist Church

Services

305-637-4404

Sunday School  8:30 a.m.
Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Study,  
Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry 
Mon.-Fri. 2-6:30 p.m.

2171 N.W. 56th Street

Rev. Charles 
Lee Dinkins

93rd Street Community
Missionary Baptist Church

Services

305-836-0942

7:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
11 a.m. ..Morning Worship

Evening Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday  6 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Website: cmbc.org

2330 N.W. 93rd Street

Pastor Rev. 
Carl Johnson

New Birth Baptist Church,  
The Cathedral of Faith International 

Services
Sunday Worship 7 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday (Bible Study) 6:45p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
10:45 a.m.

1 (800) 254-NBBC
305-685-3700 

Fax: 305-685-0705
www.newbirthbaptistmiami.org

2300 N.W. 135th Street
Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher

Pembroke Park Church of Christ

Services
SUNDAY
Bible Study  9 a.m.
Morning Worship. 10 a.m.
Evening Worship  6 p.m.

TUESDAY
Bible Study  10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

www.PembrokeParkChurchOfChrist.comMinister Kevin 
D. Jones, Sr

954-962-9327
305-751-9323 3707 S.W. 56th Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33023

Jarrett Durden turned his 
mistake into new ministry

JANIAH ADAMS
Miami Times Contributor

Mental health within the 
Black community has come to 
the forefront of conversations 
over recent years, and have 
included concerns for Black 
youth. 

Mental Health America re-
ports that Black teenagers are 
more likely to attempt suicide 
than their white counterparts 
and that Blacks of all ages are 
more likely to be diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress 
disorder because of their in-
creased exposure to violence. 

In an attempt to com-
bat this problem, Affirming 
YOUth Foundation will start 
a 12-week after-school pro-
gram called SEEDS to help 
inner-city youth deal with 
emotional problems.

Jonathan Spikes, execu-
tive director of the Affirming 
YOUth Foundation, said one 
goal of the program is to part-
ner with the youth. 

“One thing about our pro-
gram is that we don’t have 
all the answers,” Spikes said. 
“And so instead of telling 
them what to do, we create a 
partnership who then makes 
plans, and we meet them 
where they are.”

Spikes said it’s important 
for youth to learn how to 
cope with the trauma they 

face, which is something he 
dealt with while growing up 
in Liberty City. At just 6 years 
old, Spikes’ 14-year-old broth-
er was shot in the knee while 
taking out the trash. When 
Spikes hit 21, his 28-year-old 
brother was shot and mur-
dered on Northwest 68 Ter-
race and 15 Avenue.

“It has a big impact because 
when those things happened 
to me and going through 
those traumas, we didn’t talk 
about it; we acted like it didn’t 
exist,” Spikes said.

In March 2015, Spikes was 
asked to speak at a memorial 
service at Booker T. Washing-
ton Senior High School for 
Richard Hallman, a 16-year-
old student who died of gun-
shot injuries.

“When I did the memorial 

service and had the mic, so 
many students and parents 
came and expressed their 
feelings about their family 
that were murdered in the 
streets,” Spikes said. “There 
was nothing for them to do, 
no kind of grief counseling, 
bereavement. They just went 
on with their lives. We had 
to do something because this 
cannot continue to happen in 
our communities where peo-
ple are walking around with 
trauma, and they’re not aware 
that that’s an abnormal way of 
living.” 

SEEDS, or Social Emotion-
al Enhance and Development 
for Success, aims to work 
with students to deal with 

their emotional trauma and 
increase social and academic 
success. During the 12 weeks, 
students will be able to take 
advantage of the foundation’s 
computer lab, get academic 
homework assistance and re-
ceive counseling services. Up 
to 100 students can partici-
pate in the program at a time, 
and they will be switched out 
every 12 weeks. 

The SEEDS program is a 
new addition to Affirming 
YOUth Foundation’s other 
services. It has implement-
ed a conflict resolution pro-
gram, a grieving program and 
has engaged youth in the arts 
through a stage play. Accord-
ing to its website, the foun-

dation has worked with 17 
schools and served 230 youth 
in 2017.

Spikes said Affirming 
YOUth Foundation is work-
ing with the Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools sys-
tem’s Together for Children 
initiative to select students 
for the program. Students 
who show early warning in-
dicators, which include fight-
ing in school, a high amount 
of absences and getting in-
volved with the police, may 
receive a referral from their 
school to participate in the 
program.  

Joyce Davis, a licensed clin-
ical social worker and school 
counselor at Miami-Dade 

County Public Schools, 
helped to put the curriculum 
together for SEEDS. She has 
worked on other curricula for 
the school system in the past.

Davis said when creating 
the program, she had to con-
sider the cultural relevancy 
of it because teens in the in-
ner city face issues that teens 
in other communities do not 
face.

“In our community, we 
have an issue with teen vio-
lence, gun violence in partic-
ular. That’s not an issue for 
all teens, but in our commu-
nity, it’s a relevant issue,” she 
said. “We want to have con-
cepts that our kids can relate 
to. A 13-year-old child that 
lives in the inner city is not 
the same as a 13-year-old that 
lives in a rural environment, 
so we have to take that into 
consideration.”

Spikes said many organi-
zations come into Liberty 
City to try to implement pro-
grams that aren’t relevant to 
the teens that live there. Af-
firming YOUth Foundation, 
focuses on social, emotion-
al and academic programs. 
The foundation will host the 
grand opening of its center 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m.  Saturday, Aug. 4 
at 150 NW 79th St. in Liberty 
City. 

“Sometimes you get people 
who come in here, but you 
don’t understand the culture. 
They try to shove programs 
down the kids’ throat, but it 
don’t work,” he said.

New program to address Black youth’s mental health
Trauma unchecked in community, 
SEEDS to bridge gap for children

Photos courtesy of Jonathan Spikes 

Students help to decorate the Affirming YOUth Center.

When I did the memori-
al service and had the 
mic, so many students 
and parents came and 
expressed their feel-

ings about their family 
that were murdered in 

the streets."

“
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A.J. Manuel-Hollywood
COURTNEY S. TAYLOR, 29, 

construction worker, died July 
17.  Service 12 p.m., Saturday 
at St. Matthews Missionary 
Baptist Church.

Grace
LORENE GARDENHIGH, 

74, homemaker, 
died July 16.  
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

Mitchell
JOSIE CARTER, 88, retired, 

died July 16  at 
North Shore 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at 
Greater New 
M a c e d o n i a 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

BOOKER T. MELTON, 82, 
truck driver, 
died July 14 
at University 
of Miami. 
Service 12 p.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

ERNEST COGDELL, 86, bus 
driver, died July 
22 at Promise 
Hospital. Ser-
vice 1 p.m., Sat-
urday at Antioch 
Baptist Church 
of Brownsville. 

MARY C. FORD, 88, 
h o m e m a k e r , 
died July 17 
at Claridge 
House. Service 
11 a.m., Friday 
at Friendship 
Baptist Church.

Hadley Davis MLK

Gainous-Daytona Beach
GLORIA LEE MATHIS 

LEMMONS, 84, died July 16 
at home. Services were held.

Mitchell
MAEBELL HERRING, 76, 

died July 21 at 
Aventura Hos-
pital. Viewing 
4-8 p.m., Fri-
day at Mitchell 
Funeral Home, 
8080 NW 22 
Ave., Miami, FL 
33147. Service 10 a.m., Sat-
urday at 93rd Street Baptist 
Church.

Royal
THOMAS E. BUTLER, 63, 

retired, died 
July 16 at home. 
Service 10 
a.m., Saturday 
at Mt. Calvary 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

Eternal Rest
DAVID SHERROD KING, 

45, counselor, 
died July 15. 
Service 3 p.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel. 

JERRY MACON, 56, 
entrepreneur, died July 18. 
Service 1 p.m., Saturday in the 
chapel.

Trinity
FREDDIE LEE WILLIAMS, 

68, waste 
management , 
died July 
21 at home. 
Service 12:30 
p.m., Saturday 
at World 
D e l i v e r a n c e 
Church.

Range
FRANK PINKNEY JR., 84, 

entrepreneur /
transportation 
administration, 
died July 20. 
S u r v i v o r s 
include his 
wife, Enid 
Pinkney; eight 
grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; and a host of 
other relatives and friends.  
Viewing 5:30-8 p.m., Friday 
at Church of the Open Door.  
Service 10 a.m., Saturday at 
the church.  

HELEN MARIE BARBARY 
W I L L I A M S , 
76, retired 
school teacher 
/administrator 
for Miami Dade 
County Public 
School System 
and former 
Candidate for Mayor of Miami-
Dade County in 2008 and 2012, 
died July 10. Survivors include 
her son, Eugene Williams Jr. 
(Jewel); granddaughter, Paige 
Annmarie Williams; uncle, 
Wilbert Brightman Forbes and 
his family, and Isaac Forbes and 
his family; and a host of nieces, 
cousins, nephews, other 
relatives and friends. Viewing 
/Litany 6-8 p.m., Monday, July 
30 at Church of the Incarnation.  
Service 12 p.m., Tuesday, July 
31 at the church.  

LERDA MAE TAURIAC, 77, 
retired patient 
transport for Mt. 
Sinai Hospital 
died July 16. 
S u r v i v o r s 
include her 
sons, Rudolph 
L. Tauriac and Patrick L. Tauric; 
sisters, Audrey Broussard 
and Mary Ann Broussard; one 
grandson; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, and other relatives 
and friends. Viewing /Prayer 
Service 9:30 a.m., Friday 
at Holy Redeemer Catholic 
Church.  Service 10 a.m., 
Friday at the church.

LARRY JAMES 
EDGECOMBE, 58, lead 
customer service agent, died 
July 19. Final rites in Nassau, 
Bahamas. 

Wright and Young
RENER NIMMONS, 66, 

nutritionist, died 
July 19. Service 
2 p.m., Saturday 
in the chapel.

LOVETTA PROFF, 75, 
r e c o r d s 
m a n a g e r , 
died July 15. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Church of God 
Prophecy.

ETHEL ELLIS, 73, died July 
19. Service 11 
a.m., Tuesday, 
July 31 in the 
chapel.  

ROSA MAE JOHNSON, 82, 
retired nursing 
a s s i s t a n t , 
died July 12. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Ebenezer 
U n i t e d 
Methodist Church.

TROY ALEXANDER 
CLARKE, 47, self employed, 
died July 17. Service 11 a.m., 
Tuesday, July 31 in the chapel.

Richardson
RONALD CHUCKY 

P R E S T O N , 
SR., 60, barber, 
died July 19 
at Kindred 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at 
93rd Community 
Baptist Church.

LAWRENCE LC STANLEY, 
53, laborer, 
died July 14 
at Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
Hospital. Private 
service 1 p.m., 
Thursday in 
chapel.

PEARL ELIZABETH 
TAYLOR, 92, 
retired caretaker, 
died July 18 at 
home. Service 
11 a.m., today at 
National Church 
of God.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

WILLIE COOPER
07/31/1938 - 07/29/2017

It’s been one year since 
you left us. Your present is 
greatly missed in the home. 
We love and miss you every 
day.

Your wife, Arlene and 
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

PATTY R. WILSON
03/17/1935 - 07/25/2016

Our mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother and aunt. 
You are truly missed and 
loved by all.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

SUSAN LORRAINE JONES
“SUKI”

03/23/1959 - 07/26/2000
  

For 18 years our hearts has 
been broken. Not a day goes 
by that we don’t think of you 
or miss you, Mama. Continue 
to watch over us, guide us, 
and protect us.

We love you, Mama.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

DAVID JAMES MCGRUDER
05/10/1970 - 07/23/2012

  
As long as we live, you will 

live.
As long as we live, you will 

be remembered.
As long as we live, you will 

be loved.
The McGruder family.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

NATHANIEL COOKS III
MAN MAN

07/29/1996 - 01/25/2016
 

Mommy love you and miss 
you. Also family and friends.

Alexander - NC
FLOSSIE M. JACKSON, 89, 

retired, died July 
19 in Charlotte, 
NC. Service 12 
p.m., Saturday 
at United House 
of Prayer for 
All People 
Charlotte #2, 
North Carolina.

Hall Ferguson Hewitt
ROYAL CAUDLE, 93, postal 

clerk, died July 
2. Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Mt. Tabor 
Baptist Church.

Arcelays
ANDREW HARRIS, 75, 

c o n s t r u c t i o n 
worker, died 
July 13 at North 
Shore Medical 
Center. Services 
were held.

Hadley Davis
Miami Gardens

EARNEST JOHNSON, 
SR., 59, min-
ister of music, 
died July 16 
at home. Ser-
vices were 
held.

DAVID ROBINSON, JR., 
70, construc-
tion worker, 
died July 17 at 
Jackson North 
Hospital. Ser-
vice 10 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

HIAWATHA THOMAS, 
JR., 42, tattoo 
artist, died July 
12 at home. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at New Birth 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

TARSHA SHETA LAW, 
50, school 
bus driver, 
died July 20 at 
Jackson North 
Hospital. Ser-
vice 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Antioch of Miami Gardens.

JEAN LESLY ORVIL, 
53, comput-
er technician, 
died July 12 
at Lehigh Re-
gional Medical 
Center. Ser-
vice 12 p.m., 
Saturday in the chapel.

LIONEL SAMUELS 
LEWIS, 72, 
cons t ruc t ion 
worker, died 
July 15 at 
Sinai Plaza 
Nursing Home 
Rehabilitation 
C e n t e r . 
Service 2 p.m., Saturday in 
the chapel. 

Eric L. Wilson
MATTHEW BERNARD 

ELLISON, 34, 
ent repreneur, 
died July 16. 
Viewing 4-9 
p.m., Thursday 
at St Ann’s 
E p i s c o p a l 
Church in Hallandale Beach, 
FL.  Service 10 a.m., Friday at 
St. James In The Hills Episcopal 
Church, Hollywood, FL.

VIVIAN DELOACH-
SMALLS, 64, 
personnel asst., 
died July 17. 
Viewing 5-9 
p.m., Friday at 
House of God 
Miracle Revival 
F e l l o w s h i p 
Church, Hollywood, FL.  
Service 11 a.m., Saturday at 
Star of Bethlehem Missionary 
Baptist Church, West Park, FL.

ANTONIO SCOTT, 33, bus 
driver, died July 
10. Services 
were held.

CRISTY ANN BELMER, 31, 
chiropractor asst., died July 15.  
Private services in Brooklyn, 
NY.

DE LA TORRE, 87, electrician 
engineer, died July 27.  Private 
services with family.

DANIEL E. SLOTNIK
The New York Times 

  
Eugene Pitt, the lead sing-

er of the Jive Five, a doo-wop 
group that reached the Top 10 
in 1961 with “My True Story” 
and endured long past doo-
wop’s heyday by mingling 
their sound with ascendant 
genres like funk, disco and 
soul, died on June 29 at his 
home in Newberry, S.C. He 

was 80.
The cause was complica-

tions of diabetes, his daughter 
Starr Pitt said.

Pitt formed the Jive Five 
in the late 1950s with Jerome 
Hanna, Thurmon Prophet, 
Richard Harris and Norman 
Johnson — four friends with 
whom he sang on the streets 
of Brooklyn. Like many young 
vocalists of the era, they sang 
doo-wop, the romantic, har-
monic brand of pop music 
that became popular along-
side early rock ’n’ roll and 
contributed to the sound of 
soul.

Pitt’s rich, rangy voice be-
came the group’s centerpiece, 
sometimes soaring to a falset-

to over the deeper harmonies 
of the others. The group was 
often billed, on record and in 
concert, as Eugene Pitt and 
the Jive Five or the Jive Five 
featuring Eugene Pitt, and 
Pitt remained the leader, and 
sometimes the only original 
member, as others came and 
went.

Their first and biggest hit 
was “My True Story,” a lament 
of lost love written by Oscar 

Waltzer and Pitt and punctu-
ated by Pitt’s keening repeti-
tion of the word “cry.” In 1961 
the song reached No. 1 on the 
Billboard R&B chart and No. 
3 on the pop chart. It became 
the Jive Five’s signature for 
the next five decades.

Interest in doo-wop had be-
gun to wane by the early 1960s, 
but the Jive Five remained 
popular throughout the de-
cade with soulful songs like “A 
Bench in the Park” and “What 
Time Is It?” They reached the 
Top 40 in 1965 with the sin-
gle “I’m a Happy Man.” The 
group also toured the United 
States, sharing bills with acts 
like Tom Jones, the Shirelles 
and Chubby Checker.

Eugene Pitt, doo-wop 
singer, dies at age 80

Eugene Pitt

GUS MARSHALL, 77, head 
start teacher, 
died July 18. 
Viewing 4-7 
p.m., Thursday. 
Service 11 
.am., Friday 
at Northside 
Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
1769 NW 119 Street.

Gregg L. Mason

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

DEACON JOSEPH A. 
WILLIAMS

12/28/1935 - 07/23/2016
  

Two years, so fast, you’re 
gone but not forgotten. You 
will forever be in my heart.

Your loving wife, Susan 
and family.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

CHARLES J. ARNAUD
07/26/1934 - 05/25/2017 

Gone, but not forgottem. 
From your wife, Cynthia and 
family.


