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Black students have a higher hill to 
climb when it comes to getting an edu-
cation. They face overt racism, ridicule 
and an uneven-admissions playing field.

And when the Departments of Ed-
ucation and Justice said recently they 
were abandoning Obama-era affirmative 
action guidelines, that hill became a 
mountain.

The departments on July 3 said race 
no longer will be considered as a factor 
in diversity on campuses.

Educators, students and civil rights 
activists say decades after desegrega-
tion, there are far too many hurdles in 
the way of quality education for Black 
students. Now, that the Trump admin-
istration has moved against any use of 
race as a measurement of diversity in 
education, some say the door to oppor-
tunities may be narrowing.

The term affirmative action was 
coined by President John F. Kennedy in 
1961 as a commitment to ensure equality 
in hiring and employment by govern-
ment contractors. The anti-discrimina-
tive measure covered applicants of all 
races, religions and national origins. It 

SEE ACTION 8A

Fighting 
to beat the 
dunce cap 
New affirmative action 
guidelines lessen odds 

Tiana Headley

K. BARRETT BILALI
Miami Times Contributor

S
egregation and Jim Crow laws in America 

dictated in which neighborhoods Blacks could 

walk, where they could sit on the bus and at 

which water fountain they could drink. Being in 

the wrong place could cost a Black person their life.

If a Black man was seen walking or standing around in an 

affluent, lily-white neighborhood, it was assumed that he 

could only be up to no good.  The police were immediately 

called.

Today, the lines of segregation are not as well-defined, 

but the time-honored tradition of calling the police on Black 

people seems to be on the rise – or is it? One historian said 

sounding an alarm when Black people look out of place is par 

for the course. And the head of the local NAACP said easy 

access to technology has helped exacerbate the problem.
SEE POLICE 8A

Hello police,

WAVE OF WHITES CALLING COPS ON 
BLACKS HAS HISTORIC ROOTS

I see 
Black 
people . . .

The use of racial 

slurs has become 

a major issue at 

MAST."

“

K. BARRETT BILALI
Miami Times Contributor

It was supposed to be a sim-
ple community meeting.

But by the end, one attend-
ee was suffering from breath-
ing problems, and another 
was wheeled off by ambu-
lance to the hospital, accord-
ing to a Miami-Dade Police 
report.

And state Rep. Roy Hard-
emon was left injured, after 
trying to break up the melee, 
he said.

In November, Hardemon, 
a freshman state representa-
tive, will face two contenders 

for his seat, Dottie Joseph and 
Joseph Beauvil, both having 
Haitian roots. He opened his 
re-election campaign head-
quarters Monday at 6130 NW 
Seventh Ave.

The monthly meeting of 
the advisory board for Mod-
el City held at Gwen Cherry 
Park last month turned ugly 
when one of the members, 
Renita Holmes, refused to 
stop speaking. 

“We tried to get her under 
control,” said Hardemon, 
who heads District 108. “But 
she gets angrier when you try 
to stop her.”

Hardemon said he was 

forced to restrain Holmes 
June 27 after she began 
throwing chairs and scream-
ing at Sarah Alvin, who is a 
dialysis patient.

“Ms. Alvin had just got 
out of the hospital the week 
before,” said Hardemon, ex-

plaining that the confronta-
tion with 
Holmes left 
Alvin com-
plaining of 
shortness of 
breath.

Alvin is 

also known as Sara Alvin 
Smith, who as president, was 
instrumental in getting the 
resident council at Liberty 
Square to first back Atlantic 
Pacific Communities then to 
switch to Related Urban De-
velopment Group, the ulti-
mate developers of the Liber-
ty Square Rising  $307 million 
rehab. Alvin was targeted for 
eviction last March after pub-
lic housing officials said po-
lice notified them of drug-re-
lated activity at her home.

Hardemon reported he was 
choked and scratched on his 
chest and neck, by Holmes, 
who had to be restrained 
by two police officers at the 
scene. At one point, her pants 
fell down, and she accused 

the police of intentionally 
pulling down her pants, said 
Hardemon.

The police report said 
Holmes suffers from a heart 
condition and that she was 
treated and then taken by am-
bulance to the University of 
Miami Hospital “for further 
treatment.”

“She refused to get out of 
the ambulance,” said Harde-
mon. “She didn’t want to go 
to jail, cause she knew she 
scratched me all up.”  Hard-
emon did not press charges 
against Holmes.

Reached at home Tuesday, 
Alvin said she had hired a 
lawyer and had a restraining 
order issued. She said her 

SEE FIGHT 7A

Community meeting turns into all out melee 
Hardemon injured breaking up fight; 
others treated for medical issues

Roy Hardemon Renita Holmes
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Antonio Brown:
Fighting for his place has 
been a lifelong pursuit
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Democrats can’t fall for the tricks
Republicans are afraid they 

cannot stop Democrats from 
making big gains in November, 
so they’re trying to convince 
Democrats to stop themselves. 
For the sake of the nation, don’t 
fall for it this time.

The GOP’s propaganda arm, 
Fox News, has become ob-
sessed with Alexandria Oc-
asio-Cortez, the 28-year-old 
newcomer who defeated vet-
eran Rep. Joe Crowley (D-N.Y.) 
in a primary last month. What 
fascinates Fox News and the 
rest of the right-wing media 
is not Ocasio-Cortez’s sharp 
intellect or her telegenic pres-
ence but that she describes 
herself as a democratic social-
ist.

Cue the horror-movie music 
and throw in a piercing scream.

What does “democratic so-
cialist” mean in real life? That 
she takes positions which are 
perfectly appropriate for a can-
didate seeking to represent her 
congressional district, which 

encompasses parts of the 
Bronx and Queens. It’s a solid 
Democratic bastion, roughly 
half Hispanic and loaded with 
immigrants, including many 
from places President Trump 
has described as “shithole 
countries.”

The policies Ocasio-Cortez 
advocates make perfect sense 
for her district — and obvious-
ly connect with voters, since 
she blew Crowley away by a 
whopping margin. She favors 
universal health care, free 
college tuition and a reorga-
nization that would abolish 
the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agency as it now 
exists — positions that put her 
to the left of the aging Demo-
cratic Party leadership.

The impact, rather, is on 
Democrats, who seem con-
genitally inclined to fret, who 
overthink every situation and 
who have been creative in find-
ing new ways to squander po-
litical advantage.

Predictably, some Democrat-
ic hand-wringers are warning 
darkly that the very existence 
of left-of-center candidates 
such as Ocasio-Cortez, in the 
bluest districts in the land, will 
limit the party’s potential gains 
in the House and imperil some 
Democrats in the Senate. The 
thing to do, these worrywarts 
counsel, is have all candidates 

stick to bland centrist nos-
trums, saying nothing that any-
one might disagree with.

Which is exactly what the 
GOP wants.

Please keep in mind, every-
one, that this is a midterm elec-
tion. In presidential years, it is 
more important for a party to 
speak with one voice — gener-
ally, that of its standard-bearer. 
In a midterm, there is no one 
at the top of the ticket. What’s 
important is for candidates to 
connect with the voters they 
seek to represent.

If Democrats concentrate on 
winning and manage to take 
control of both chambers — 
which is what really ought to 
happen, based on the Republi-
cans’ disgraceful performance 
— they will have difficulty 
reconciling the views of pro-
gressives and centrists. That’s 
the kind of problem the party 
should want to have, rather 
than its current problem of ut-
ter powerlessness.

EUGENE ROBINSON, The Washington Post

Please keep in mind, 
everyone, that this is a 

midterm election.  
In presidential years,  
it is more important 
for a party to speak 
with one voice —  

generally, that of its  
standard-bearer.

“

Affirmative action is still necessary
Last week’s announcement 

that guidance supporting af-
firmative action in higher edu-
cation will be removed signals 
that President Trump's admin-
istration believes such efforts 
to be, at most, unnecessary 
or, at worst, patently unfair 
to white and Asian students. 
Several key findings from a ro-
bust body of social science ev-
idence refute such beliefs.

Statistics demonstrate that 
white and Asian-Americans 
attend better funded prima-
ry schools, make more mon-
ey and live longer than Black 
and Hispanic Americans. Yet, 
it could be argued that these 
striking patterns are not direct 
evidence of racism. So let me 
describe some of that data, too.

In one study in an employ-
ment context, identical job 
applications were more likely 
to yield interview offers when 
the record was labeled “Emi-
ly” or “Greg” than when it was 
labeled “Lakisha” or “Jamal.” 
In research my colleagues 
and I conducted, “Jose Gonza-
les” and “Jamal Jenkins” were 
viewed as less appropriate for 
high-status occupations such 
as engineering, architecture 
and computer programming 
than the otherwise identi-
cal “James Sullivan” and “Lee 
Chang.” In fact, the presumably 
white and Asian candidates 
were recommended more than 
the Black and Hispanic can-
didates for a high-status job, 
even when their resumes were 

much lower in quality. This 
general pattern was confirmed 
by a recent analysis of 24 sep-
arate, but similar, studies since 
1989 showed that applicants 
receive about 36 percent more 
callbacks than identical Black 
applicants and 24 percent 
more callbacks than Latinos. 
Moreover, the effects were 
largely unchanged over the 
nearly 30-year period racism 
persists. It follows that efforts 
to restrain the effects of rac-
ism and create equal opportu-
nity — such as those provided 
by affirmative action — are 
still needed.

Second, there is no such 
thing as race-blind anything. 
The idea that humans can 
overlook race may be appeal-

ing, but it is not supported 
by evidence. Human brains 
are organized in such a way 
that we automatically notice 
and pay attention to race. If 
you don’t believe me or the 
evidence, do a Google image 
search on “faces” and try as 
hard as you can to not notice 
each person’s race. 

Third, ethnic diversity in 
institutions of higher educa-
tion improves outcomes that 
people care about. Compared 
to students in homogenous 
environments, students who 
attend ethnically diverse in-
stitutions are better prepared 
for employment in terms 
of cultural competence, de-
cision-making and prob-
lem-solving skills.

EDEN KING, Houston Chronicle

CARTOON CORNER

Since qualifying has ended and the voter 
registration deadline loops, candidates for 
political office are engaging in debates and 

forums and opening local campaign offices. It is 
definitely not a sleepy midterm election coming 
up Nov. 6, neither should it be considered unim-
portant. But first we must get through the primary 
election, the weeding out of candidates on Aug. 28.

During campaign season, politicians invade our 
churches, our community centers, our streets and 
our parks. They come with entourages and rarely 
do we see them when the cameras aren’t rolling.

In the Trump era, when seemingly every week 
some protected civil right is under fire, the elec-
tion process will further dictate where the country 
heads. So, as politicians stump through our neigh-
borhoods, let us remind them that we are not just 
poll numbers, a campaign stop, a fundraising ven-
ue or a place to make an obligatory sound bite.

Problems in our neighborhoods persist, and we 
have new ones, too.

One main issue that we saw unfold last hurricane 
season was the lack of means to prepare for a ma-
jor storm. The aftermath of storms seemed chal-
lenging, too. People did not have means to eat and 
some of the old and infirmed were stuck in build-
ings on high floors without electricity. While com-
munity activists have taken it upon themselves to 
try to stave off problems this year, the onus cannot 
be upon them. Politicians should have some an-
swers as to how they plan to tackle the problems 
created by super storms. According to scientists, 
the super storms will become more frequent as the 
earth and its surrounding waters get warmer. The 
problem is real; solutions, not so much.

Another problem for our community is the sus-
ceptibility to mosquito-carrying diseases. We have 
had outbreaks of chikungunya and Zika viruses, 
but there isn’t any serious plan of action to protect 
the citizens of Miami-Dade County at any level of 
government. Or, if there is, no one is talking about 
it. These diseases are painful and Zika causes de-
formities in babies when the mosquito bites preg-
nant women. What is the plan now that we are in 
rainy season?

While the opioid crisis is tragic, the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic continues to advance in the Black com-
munity. Infections are the highest and mum’s the 
word on this frightening trend.

Yes, gun violence is a killer of young Black men. 
But it is not the only problem that can upend life 
as we know it. 

Can we get past the soundbites and the stereo-
typing and get some issues resolved? The voters 
demand it.

Black community more 
than campaign stop

Open letter from America’s children
Dear U.S. Media, Democrats, 

Republicans, Independents 
and to the concerned Amer-
icans who poured out into 
the streets to protest Donald 
Trump’s cruel and faulty im-
migration policies,

 What about us?
We understand and applaud 

your response to this admin-
istration’s malevolent sepa-
ration of immigrant families 
from their children—policies 
and practices so un-American 
and shocking that they have 
come to dominate the national 
conversation. Your immedi-
ate, visceral response to evil 
spurred you into action.

But there is another evil, a 
pervasive, chronic and unre-
lenting wickedness that we, 
your children, live with ev-
ery day. We are being shot 
down on the nation’s streets, 
locked away in juvenile facil-
ities, poisoned by dangerous 
drinking water, threatened 
and harassed by neighbor-
hood gangs, left homeless, ei-
ther alone from abuse or with 
parents that cannot afford to 
put a roof over our heads. We 
live in neighborhoods bereft 
of adequate food sources and 
with fathers and mothers so 
wrought with financial and 
psychological instability they 
can’t provide our needs.

And because our nation 
has lived with this reality so 
long, it has become almost ac-
cepted. It has become quietly 
and unconsciously perceived 
as part of the norm, part of 
the landscape, like the air we 
breathe, until little by little 
it becomes so caustic that it 
kills us or chokes us into ac-
tion.  Unfortunately for us, 
your children, you haven’t 
reached that point.

There are 408,000 of us, 
American children, who also 
have been separated from our 
families and placed in the care 
of others, like the 2,000 immi-

grant children who you took to 
the streets to protect. Many of 
us languish in foster care with 
little hope of ever being united 
with our parents or extended 
families. 

Half of us currently in fos-
ter will be homeless within six 
months after growing too old 
for the system. We are unpre-
pared to live on our own. We 
have limited education and no 
social support. About a quar-
ter of the rest will be homeless 
within two to four years of 
leaving the system. Some of us 
will become part of the 20,000 
U.S. children annually forced 

into prostitution.
 Another two million of us 

this year will separated from 
our families and placed behind 
bars and in juvenile custody. 

We want a march, too, one 
for better schools for all, be-
cause you recognize how the 
hopelessness created by faulty 
education diminishes lives 
and leads to incarceration – 
that 32 percent of white males 
in juvenile custody dropped 
out of school, and that near-
ly half of Black and Hispanic 
male youth behind bars also 
quit.

Media reported how families 
from El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Mexico are flee-
ing to the U.S. to escape gangs 
in their countries.  Many of us 
live in gang-infested neigh-
borhoods, too. We understand 
their fear.

In Chicago, a city rife with 
street gangs and where at least 
16 children have been mur-
dered in the first six months of 
this year. Ironically, they never 
marched for the children slain 
this year.Where do families 
like theirs emigrate to escape 
the violence?

Look at us. Pivot your cam-
eras and microphones to us, 
as well. We are your children, 
and there is real evil that 
plagues us too.

RON HARRIS, Journalist/adjunct professor at Howard University

pixabay.com

Ron Harris, an adjunct professor at Howard University, 
says that American children struggling with poverty, vio-
lence and homelessness, deserve media coverage, too.
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PHILIPPE H. BUTEAU
Miami Times Contributor

The Underrepresented 
People’s Progressive Adviso-
ry Committee held a forum 
for people vying for a seat on 
Florida’s 11th Judicial Circuit 
Court. 

The judge candidates kept 
promises to a minimum and 
spoke of their levels of expe-
rience and beliefs. The forum 
took place the morning of 
Saturday, June 30 in a class-
room of the Greater New 
Bethel Baptist Church in Mi-
ami Gardens, and there, the 
candidates made their cases. 
Former Miami-Dade County 
Commissioner Betty T. Fer-
guson moderated.

The candidates were six of 
the 36 people who want to sit 
on the Circuit Court bench – 
10 for group 8, 12 candidates 
for group 25 and seven for 
group 14.

Vivianne del Rio, Renee 
Gordon and Louis V. Marti-
nez are after a spot in group 
14.

Martinez started as assis-
tant state attorney in Cook 
County, Illinois prosecut-
ing more than 100 people 
throughout his career. He has 
worked in the Miami-Dade 
branch of the Office of the At-
torney General for five years. 
He later became a special 
U.S. Attorney to handle Med-
icaid and Medicare fraud.

Martinez said restoring 
voting rights is up to voters 
after being asked if he be-
lieved in doing so.

“The judiciary has little to 
do with that matter directly,” 
he said. “Our responsibility 
is to uphold the laws as they 

stand that day. That’s why it’s 
important people come out to 
vote.”

The breakdown between 
police and the people is com-
plex because it has many 
variables, Martinez said.

“Body cameras are a start 
but not the answer,” he said. 
“A judge can make sure the 
law is followed but don’t 
show bias in favor of or 
against an officer. A police of-
ficer should be sanctioned if 
they don’t follow the rules for 
their camera, or a case should 
be dismissed.”

Del Rio, a lawyer for 26 
years, is an assistant state 
attorney in the Miami-Dade 
State Attorney’s Office. She 
believes in restoring voting 
rights for previously incar-
cerated people “when appro-
priate.”

She said it depends on the 
crime, but couldn’t tell her 
position because she’s a ju-
dicial candidate and also said 
restoration of voting rights 
benefits society.

Gordon is a 22-year mem-
ber of the Florida Bar and is a 
trial attorney with experience 
from the Miami-Dade County 
Public Defender’s Office. She 
has managed a private law 
firm with a focus on criminal, 
civil and probate.

She said interpreters are 
needed at bond hearings 
when the client first sits with 
their attorney.

“I refuse to let someone sit 
without an interpreter,” Gor-
don.

Joe Perkins and Yery Mar-
rero are both after a seat in 
group 25.

They were asked what 
they would do about Stephen 

Millan, a judge in the circuit 
court facing suspension be-
cause he used racially of-
fensive language to describe 
Black defendants in at least 
two instances.

“He should be removed im-
mediately,” Perkins said on 
what should be done about a 
judge like Millan.

Marrero said such a judge 
doesn’t belong on the judi-
ciary.

“No one can trust that 
judge again because of his 
bias,” she said. 

Monique D. Hayes, presi-
dent of the Wilkie D. Fergu-
son Bar Association, asked 
if the judges were willing to 
take an implicit bias test.

Perkins said he is self-
aware but hasn’t taken formal 
training.

“Self-awareness is a tool 
to get to empathy,” he said. 
“Implicit racial bias is very, 
very dangerous. We need 
to remove that cancer from            

our society.” 
Marrero was a public de-

fender for 10 years and has 
been a practicing attorney for 
29 years. She said she would 
take the implicit bias test. 

“Yes I would definitely go 
through any type of training 
I need to be a better judge,” 
said Marrero.

Elisabeth M. Espinosa, a 
licensed lawyer for 11 years, 
was the only candidate for 
group 8 present at the forum; 
David C. Miller was absent.

She prosecuted cases such 
as drug offenses, property, 
economic and violent crimes. 
While working in a private 
firm, she also defended feder-
al criminal cases.

State Rep. Cynthia Stafford, 
a lawyer whose district in-
cludes the Southern portion 
of Miami Gardens, asked Es-
pinosa what she would do for 
the communities that elect 
her if she were to win.

“If I can serve as an exam-

ple to youth I will do that,” Es-
pinosa answered. “As a judge, 
we serve every community in 
Miami, and it’s important to 
be aware of what’s going on.”

Florida’s 11th Judicial Court 
is a state court that serves 
Miami-Dade County.

The state’s circuit courts 
are trial courts with juris-
diction over felony cases 
and civil cases in which the 
amount is over $15,000. 

Florida’s county courts 
have jurisdiction over mis-
demeanor criminal cases that 
include violations of county 
and municipal laws, and civil 
cases in which the amount is 
up to $15,000.

The court is the largest in 
Florida and fourth largest in 
the U.S. There are 10 Black 
men and three Black women 
on the bench.

The offices of the Mi-
ami-Dade State Attorney 
and Public Defender are 
a part of the 11th Judicial                            

Circuit Court.
Carlos J. Martinez did not 

respond as of press time.
In emails with the State At-

torney Katherine Fernandez 
Rundle, she wrote she never 
left the bottom of the ballot 
blank and always voted for 
someone.

“I believe that it is every-
one’s civic duty, not only to 
vote, but to learn about each 
candidate in every election,” 
Fernandez Rundle wrote. 
“Judges play pivotal roles in 
our criminal justice system, 
and it is our responsibility to 
make thoughtful, informed 
choices.”

When deciding who to vote 
for, the range of experience 
a candidate has had in law 
and their temperament in the 
courtroom is what she keeps 
in mind.

“It is also important that 
the individual demonstrates 
the ability for unbiased judg-
ment and high legal ethics.”

Residents judge candidates for judgeship
Forums help voters decide who 
to pick at ballot box in November

Miami Times photos/Philippe H. Buteau 

Betty T. Ferguson, former Miami-Dade County Commissioner, moderates a forum for Circuit Court judge candi-
dates at the Greater New Bethel Baptist Church. Pictured here are Vivianne del Rio, Renee Gordon and Louis V. 
Martinez.
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POLICE
CONTINUED FROM 1A

“This is nothing new,” said 
Marvin Dunn, a local histo-
rian and author of the book, 
“Black Miami.”   “A lot of that is 
based on a historical view that 
many whites have of Blacks be-
ing criminals.” 

The latest incident of a white 

person calling police on Black 
people happened July 4, when 
a Black woman and her son in 
Winston-Salem, North Caro-
lina, went to their community 
pool. She was challenged to 
show identification and the po-
lice were called.

Last month, a woman called 
police on 8-year-old Jordan 
Austin for selling water with-
out an official permit.  Ali-
son Ettel said that race was 
not a factor in her decision to 
call the police.  Instead, she 
claimed the young Black boy 
was making too much noise. 

There are numerous other 
similar incidents.

 “After the Civil War, there 
was a concern that Blacks 
would leave the plantations 
and wander all over the coun-
tryside,” said Dunn.  “Even 
then, you could not leave the 
plantation without a note.”

Dunn said the founding of 
the Ku Klux Klan was part of 
this mindset.

“It was the impetus for the 
Klan.  The Klan was inspired 
to keep Black people on the 
plantation.”

Dunn shared a personal 
story close to home of his 
mother having to carry an ID 
card to show she worked in 
Miami Beach. The card even 
had her fingerprints on it, 
said Dunn.

“Every town in Florida, 
which had the name ‘beach’ 
attached to it, like Miami, 
Daytona, and others, were 
sundown towns,”  said Dunn.  
If you were Black and out at 

night, someone was certain 
to call the police. Sometimes, 
local whites would even ask 
why you, as a Black person, 
was out after dark.

A good response was re-
quired so that the Black per-
son was not beaten or worse.

“Trayvon Martin was per-
ceived to be ‘out of place,’” 
said Dunn.  “So we went 
through that nightmare based 
on the perception that Black 
people did not belong in cer-
tain areas.”

Trayvon Martin lost his life 
walking through an apart-
ment complex guarded by 
a vigilante neighborhood 
watch patrol.  He was shot in 
2012 during a struggle with 
an armed patroller named 
George Zimmerman.  

“We see now more and 
more incidents of racism 
because folks can now re-
cord it,”  said Ruban Roberts, 
president of the Miami-Dade 
Branch of NAACP and diver-

sity consultant with his own 
company, RER Consulting.

Roberts explains that the 
increase in the number of 
incidents of police interven-
tions may be less about fear 
or Negrophobia and more 
about a shift in technology.

Roberts recalled the days 
of the Civil Rights strug-
gles.  Blacks had been beaten, 
hung, raped and murdered 
for decades.  But the mo-
ment the world saw scenes of 
Blacks being knocked down 
by water hoses and sicced 
upon by German Shepherds, 
the negative exposure forced 
the change of people’s behav-
ior. 

“If the world had not seen 
those images, there would 
still be violent racism,” said 
Roberts. “Technology is the 
tool to make more people 
aware. Technology is defi-
nitely a force to help make 
that change.”

Dunn agrees.  

“That’s a good thing.  This 
broad knowledge of this issue 
may give some people pause 
before going out and calling 
the police.”

Dunn said white people feel 
impelled to call the police, 
even though they have seen 
the fatal results when police 
are called on Black people.

“I would say they felt obli-
gated to call,” said Dunn.

There have been cases in 
which the racial animus for 
calling the police on Blacks 
worked in their favor.

In the case of the 12-year-
old entrepreneur named Reg-
gie Fields, having the police 
called on him and his siblings 
while cutting a client’s lawn 
earlier this month, help grow 
the lad’s business.  

The video of police inter-
vening went viral, and Mr. 

Reggie’s Law Service became 
the talk of the town, actually 
the world.  Supporters gave 
Reggie a new leaf blower and 
even a large landscaping busi-
ness, his competitor, dropped 
off a new lawnmower.

“I get more calls, and peo-
ple recognize me now,” said 
Reggie in a video news report 
on Global News.

The police later came to 
Reggie to explain that he was 
not only part of a time-hon-
ored tradition of having the 
police called on Black people, 
but also a victim of a neigh-
bor’s dispute.

After seeing the viral video, 
someone started a gofundme.
com campaign seeking to 
raise $1,000.  The goal was 
short-sighted.  So far, more 
than $50,000 have been 
raised.

If you were Black and 
out at night, someone 
was certain to call the 

police. Sometimes, local 
whites would even ask 

why you, as a Black 
person, was out after 

dark."

“
Marvin Dunn

Black historian

Jennifer Schulte was seen in a viral video calling the police on a Black family while 
they were barbecuing on April 29 at an Oakland, California park.
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Miami Times Staff Report

Cedric McMinn has quali-
fied by petition for the Florida 
State House District 109 seat 
being vacated by Rep. Cynthia 
A. Stafford, who cannot serve 
another term.

Of the 83,624 registered in 
the district, McMinn needed 
837 signatures or 1 percent to 
qualify. 

Stafford, who currently 
holds the seat and has served 
eight years in Tallahassee, has 
endorsed McMinn. McMinn is 
being charged by former state 
Rep. James Bush III.

"I offer my full endorsement 
and support to Cedric Mc-
Minn. McMinn is ready and 
prepared to lead on day one. 
He has the right skills, the 
right experience, and the right 
leadership to serve and fight 
for our community in District 
109,” said Stafford. 

McMinn, 40, was the Florida 
deputy political outreach and 
African-American director 
for the 2008 Barack Obama 
presidential campaign. The 
oldest of five, he was born 
and raised in Liberty City and 
Brownsville. His grandparents 
were small business owners in 
District 109 and were found-
ing deacons of the Antioch 
Missionary Baptist Church 
of Brownsville under the late 
Reverend James Stevenson. 

McMinn has been in public 
service for the past 20 years. 
He is the chief of staff to  Mi-
ami-Dade County Public 
Schools board member, Doro-
thy Bendross-Mindingall.

Having worked on the 
campaign to elect President 
Obama and serving as the 
executive director of the Mi-
ami-Dade Democratic Party, 
his passion for service and 
need to help others has led to 
a run for office, he said. 

McMinn was a government 
relations specialist at Becker 
and Poliakoff law firm. Most 
recently, he held the elected 
position of first vice chair for 
the local party, and he was an 
elected Florida delegate for 
Obama and again elected for 
the 2016 presidential elec-
tions. He has been a volunteer 
for congressional, state and lo-
cal campaigns; a district assis-
tant to Stafford; and legislative 
assistant to Bendross-Mindin-
gall when she served as state 
rep in the Florida House. 
McMinn also worked at the 
nonprofit Miami Children's 
Initiative, as vice president 
of Strategic Partnership, was 
president of the Young Profes-
sional Network, a member of 

the Miami-Dade County Black 
Affairs Advisory Board and is 
a graduate of the Miami Fel-
lows program, sponsored by 
the Miami Foundation. 

“Our campaign will focus on 
strengthening our public edu-
cation system, advocating for 
good paying jobs and sustain-
able businesses, and working 
hard with stakeholders for saf-
er and cleaner neighborhoods 
to live, work and play,” said 
McMinn. “We believe in the 
‘e’ssentials of education, eco-
nomic development, ending 
crime/gun violence, equity/
equal access and empower-
ment to address the needs of 
real people and real issues. I 
promise to bring servant lead-
ership for the interests and 
needs of all in District 109. It’s 
the right time.” 

McMinn has raised more 
than $100,000. He has been 
endorsed by Run For Some-
thing; Victory Fund; AFSCME 
Florida; LiUNA Local 1652; 
Florida Young Democrats; 
United Teachers of Dade; 
Florida AFL-CIO; South Flor-
ida AFL-CIO; Florida Educa-
tion Association; New Florida 
Majority;International Long-
shoremen's Association Local 
#1416; International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers 
Local 349; Miami-Dade Coun-
ty Police Benevolent Associa-
tion; and Equality Florida. 

McMinn qualifies 
by petition for 109 
State House seat
Picks up endorsement from Stafford 
and host of other local organizations

Our campaign will 
focus on strengthening 
our public education 

system, advocating for 
good paying jobs and 

sustainable businesses, 
and working hard 
with stakeholders 

for safer and cleaner 
neighborhoods to live, 

work and play.”

Cedric McMinn

“
DANIEL BUSH 
PBS News Hour

President Donald Trump 
on Monday nominated Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh, 53, to the 
Supreme Court, setting in 
motion a partisan fight that 
will dominate Congress 
in the coming weeks and 
months. The confirmation 
battle could also play a big 
role in the 2018 midterms, 
which are less than four 
months away. Here are take-
aways on the nomination 
— Trump’s second to the 
Supreme Court since taking 
office last year — and what 
we’re watching as Kavana-
ugh heads to the confirma-
tion process.

A ‘ROCK-SOLID 
CONSERVATIVE’

In choosing Kavanaugh, 
Trump went with a seasoned 
federal judge and Washing-
ton insider who has impec-
cable credentials. Kavana-
ugh worked for Independent 
Counsel Ken Starr during 
his investigation of Bill Clin-
ton, as an aide in George W. 
Bush’s White House, and 
has spent the last 12 years 
as a judge on the United 
States Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia 
Circuit. Conservatives have 
largely praised Kavanaugh’s 
decisions from the bench on 
abortion, federal regulations 
and immigration, among oth-
er issues.

Republicans reacting to 
the choice Monday night 
praised Kavanaugh as a con-

sensus pick who would unite 
the moderate and conserva-
tive wings of the party. Ka-
vanaugh is “a rock-solid con-
servative with as impressive 
a judicial pedigree and as 
upstanding a personal repu-
tation as one can find,” Kevin 
Madden, a Republican strate-
gist, wrote in an email. 

CAN RED STATE 
DEMOCRATS AFFORD 

TO VOTE NO?
Republicans would have a 

cushion if even a few vulner-
able Democrats cross par-
ty lines to support Trump’s 
nominee. That’s what hap-
pened with Gorsuch: Sens. 
Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., 
Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., and 
Joe Donnelly, D-Ind., voted 
yes, and Gorsuch passed 
on a 54-45 vote. Now, with 
the midterms less than 
four months away, Demo-
crats running in states that 
Trump carried in 2016 will 
face even more pressure to 
approve his Supreme Court 
nominee, assuming a vote 
takes place before the fall 
election. If they vote no, red 

state Democrats risk anger-
ing Republican voters who 
could seek retribution at 
the polls.

In many ways it’s a lose-
lose political situation for 
Democrats like Manchin 
and Heitkamp, because a yes 
vote for Kavanaugh, while 
appeasing Republicans in 
their home states, would 
infuriate the party’s liberal 
base. It would also put them 
at odds with the chamber’s 
most liberal Democrats — 
including several potential 
White House candidates 
— who will face different 
pressures over the coming 
Supreme Court nomination 
battle.

ANOTHER WHITE MAN
On occasion, Supreme 

Court appointments dou-
ble as important cultural 
milestones. In 1967, Lyndon 
Johnson appointed the first 
Black justice, Thurgood 
Marshall. Fourteen years 
later, Ronald Reagan picked 
the first female justice, San-
dra Day O’Connor. In 2009, 
Barack Obama nominated 

Sonia Sotomayor, who be-
came the first female His-
panic justice to serve on the 
Supreme Court.

Fast forward to the latest 
Supreme Court pick. Trump 
chose a white man. On one 
hand, Trump was all but 
certain to faced backlash 
as long as the nominee had 
a conservative record on 
abortion and other hot-but-
ton issues. Still, the pres-
ident had an opportunity 
to make a statement about 
diversity.

By elevating another 
white man to a position of 
power, Trump reinforced 
the view — among his crit-
ics on the left, at least — 
that he is only interested 
in promoting people who 
look like himself. The pick 
was also a stark reminder of 
a diversity problem on the 
nation’s highest court, one 
that long predates Trump. 
If Kavanaugh is confirmed, 
he will be the 115th person 
to serve on the Supreme 
Court. Of those, only two 
have been Black, and just 
four have been women.

The politics behind Brett 
Kavanaugh’s nomination
There is a 
Senate battle 
expected ahead

Evan Vucci/AP 

President Donald Trump shakes hands with Judge Brett Kavanaugh, his Su-
preme Court nominee, in the East Room of the White House Monday night. 

FIGHT
CONTINUED FROM 1A

lawyer told her not to speak 
about the case.

Holmes, who did not re-
spond to numerous phone 
calls, has a history of alter-
cations during meetings.

In 2015, she shut down 
a community meeting at 
St. John’s Baptist Church 
in Overtown where 100 or 
more people were gathered 
to discuss the Miami World-
center project.  Fists flew as 

people forcibly tried to re-
move her from the meeting.  
Holmes filed a police report 
saying that she was put in a 
chokehold during the fight.

There are many other al-
tercations which have gone 
unreported.

“Renita has some kind of 
mental-health issue,” said 
Hardemon.  “She makes ev-
erything an argument. But 
she is the best debater I have 
ever seen in my life.”

Hardemon also calls 
Holmes his best researcher 
but is struggling with keep-
ing her on the board. Many 

residents, including his own 
brother, told him to not deal 
with Holmes because of her 
unpredictable behavior.

 “She is still a human being 
to me; I have been working 
with her at least 20 years,” 
said Hardemon. 

“I am going to help some-
body if I can no matter 
what.”

Second chances may a 
calling for Hardemon.

He himself was arrested 
for punching a woman in the 
face in 2014.  He later plead-
ed the charge down to a mis-
demeanor assault charge. He 

was elected in 2016. 
“I am not a wife beater,” 

said Hardemon.
Tangela Sears, an ardent 

supporter of Hardemon, 
said he loves his community.

“We know Roy Harde-
mon,” she said. “Roy has 
been a soldier in this com-
munity.”

Hardemon called the re-
cent fight an “unfortunate 
incident.”

“We should be able to 
work with each other in 
these community meetings 
and get something accom-
plished,” he said.

Mayor Gillum brings it 
home in Miami Gardens

Gubernatorial hopeful Andrew Gillum opened his Miami Campaign office in Miami Gardens on Tuesday, July 10. 

Dozens of residents in attendance chanted “bring it home" in support of the lone Black candidate. More than 200 

attendees packed the storefront located at 16194 NW 27th Ave. His supporters included former Miami-Dade County 

Commissioner Betty T. Ferguson, State Sen. Oscar Braynon II and Miami-Dade School board member Steve Gallon III.

Miami Times photo/ Philippe H. Buteau
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ACTION
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was then extended by Pres-
ident Lyndon B. Johnson in 
1965 to include women. It 
is on this premise that the 
Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Commission was found-
ed. Affirmative action has 
been under constant scrutiny 
as administrations change.  
In 2011, the Obama adminis-
tration issued seven volun-
tary guidelines that recom-
mended the use of race in 
elementary, secondary and 
post-secondary education. 
Those recommendations 
were reversed on July 3 un-
der the current administra-
tion.

Both the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the U.S. 
Senate thwarted attempts to 
eliminate specific affirmative 
action programs.

Education institutions in 
South Florida have their own 
rule of law.

For public state institu-
tions, race is not used in 
the admissions policies of 
schools according to the 
"One Florida" initiative, is-
sued by Governor Jeb Bush 
in 1999.

Florida International Uni-
versity president, Mark 
Rosenberg said in a July 3 
statement that race was nev-
er a factor in the acceptance 
process at the public univer-
sity, but the school would re-
main committed to diversity.

About 11 percent of the 
students admitted for the 
2017-2018 school year at FIU 
were Black, according to its 
diversity report.

The University of Miami, a 
private school, would not 
comment on their use of 
affirmative action or race 
screening in admissions. 

However, the school's 
president Julio Frenk tweet-
ed on July 5 that UM "re-
mains committed to creating 
diversity that represents all 
walks of life…" 

About 9 percent of the 
school’s population is Black, 
according to the school’s en-
rollment report for the fall 
2017 semester.

Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools chief com-
munications officer, Daisy 
Gonzalez-Deigo said race 
is also not being used "as a 
factor" in selecting students 
for magnet schools, but 
there is the Minority Group 
Isolation Pilot. The policy 
gives students in low-in-
come-designated ZIP codes 
additional lottery tickets 
and priority in the magnet 
lottery process. It does not 
guarantee admission.

Selection aside, Black stu-
dents still face challenges 
whether they are admitted 
for merit or not.

When Laurean Robinson 

was accepted into the mag-
net school, MAST Academy 
Maritime and Science Tech-
nology Senior High School, 
she wanted to earn a good 
education, and that she did.

"When I graduated from 
the University of Florida 
with my GPA, the classes I 
had taken in addition to the 
AP classes I had taken in high 
school…Columbia [Universi-
ty] saw that and reached out 
to me," she said.

After graduating from Co-
lumbia, a private Ivy League 
school, Robinson went on to 
serve 15 years in secondary 
and higher education. 

Before attending MAST 
Academy, Robinson attended 
Miami Lakes Middle School. 
There she was bullied and 
called an "Oreo" because she 
was too smart and talked too 
white for a Black girl.

Robinson felt like an out-
cast, and she said it was hard 
to learn in those conditions.

She found relief at Mast 
Academy in Key Biscayne. 

One of the most pres-
tigious schools in Miami, 
MAST has the only high 
school maritime and science 
technology program in the 
public school system, ac-
cording to its website. The 
school used to keep seats 
open for minority and fe-
male students, according to 
several reports. 

Robinson said MAST's 
curriculum was what pre-
pared her for an Ivy League 
education.

"I think it was the rigorous 
coursework and the dual en-
rollment at Barry University 
that prepared me for Co-
lumbia."

As an educator, Robinson 
said she has witnessed nu-
merous students who don't 
make it past the first semes-
ter or have to take remedial 
courses in college because 
of the lack of preparedness.

As a teacher at Dade pub-

lic schools, she has seen 
students who were "up to 
par" for MAST or other pro-
grams like it, but they did 
not have the exposure or ac-
cess to it.

"There are Black and 
brown kids that have an at-
titude of academic excel-
lence, which at their schools 
tend to get maybe stifled be-
cause of test-driven work."

When Robinson attended 
MAST, she no longer stuck 
out. About 33 percent of the 
students were Black, and ev-
eryone had that "an attitude 
of excellence."

"Everyone supported each 
other," she said.

But that is not always the 
case when a Black student 
attends a top-level school, 
where he or she is a minori-
ty.

In January, MAST senior 

at the time, Tiana Headley 
described a different ex-
perience in a 3,000-word 
editorial exposé on racial 
discrimination at the Key 
Biscayne school.

Headley wrote that in June 
2002, MAST Academy could 
no longer keep race-con-
scious programs in place. 
This in return reduced the 
percentage of Black stu-
dents to about 2 percent 
during the last school year.

"The use of racial slurs 
has become a major issue at 
MAST," Headley wrote. She 
described several incidents 
that were reported to ad-
ministration of excessive di-
rect and indirect use of the 
N-word by white students.

Robinson said she was 
disappointed about the cur-
rent reported environment 
at the school. Although she 
wishes better coursework 
was available to minorities 
in their own schools, chang-
es to affirmative action will 
now shorten the reach of 
opportunities, like hers,       
for students.

Miami-Dade NAACP 
president Ruban Roberts 
said he is also concerned 
about equal access to qual-
ity education. 

"Minorities seem to have 
more challenges where oth-
ers seem to be fluid," said 
Roberts. "We are not asking 
them to give them an advan-
tage but to give them a seat 
at the table to have the same 
opportunities that other 
students do."

However, Black conser-
vation group, Project 21 
said: "Black students will 
be more likely to succeed 
in higher education thanks 
to new action by the Trump 
Administration against race 
preferences in school ad-
missions."

They agree with Robin-
son's assertions that col-
leges are admitting students 

who are sometimes unpre-
pared for college.

"Blacks are sometimes 
accepted with lower SAT 
and ACT scores, fewer AP 
course credits and lower 
high school GPAs than their 
counterparts," a statement 
released by Project 21 mem-
bers read. "The situation is 
worsened by colleges that 
do not provide Black stu-
dents with individualized 
support to overcome the de-
ficiencies of their K-12 edu-
cations."

Yet, Robinson said there 
is a misconception that af-
firmative action just gives a 
pass to minorities.

"You have to have the ac-
ademic credentials to be 
able to – like a very high 
GPA, and they look at your 
transcripts, so they know 
what your caliber is," she 
said. "Affirmative action is 
not giving a person of a mi-
nority a pass without them 
having the grades to get into 
the school. It was only part 
of the reason Columbia ac-
cepted me.”

Miami Times photo/ Jayda Hall 

In this June 4, file photo, a graduating senior hugs a school administrator at Mi-
ami Carol City High School’s commencement ceremony at Florida International Uni-
versity. On July 3, the Trump Administration rolled back the Obama-era affirmative 
action requirements that may block access to quality education for some students.

MAST Academy in Key Biscayne is one the most prestigious schools in the Miami-Dade County public school 
system. Laurean Robinson said it prepared her for an Ivy League post-secondary education.
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U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson visited 
Liberty City last Friday, walk-
ing the streets to talk about 
gun violence in the community.  
Liberty City has been plagued 
by shootings over the years.                 

 Local politicians joined the 
75-year-old Nelson, a Demo-
crat, in walking around Liberty 
Square, the first public housing 
facility in the southern states 

opened in 1937 with 243 sin-
gle-family units.  

The now 753-unit complex is 
getting a $307 million upgrade 
but still suffers from a reputa-
tion for murder and crime.

Kimson Green, 17,  and Rick-
ey Dixon, 18, were gunned 
down in April while sitting 
on the lawn at Liberty Square. 
Two other teens were wound-
ed by gunfire during the inci-
dent. Kimson was to be induct-
ed into the National Honor 

Society the following month.  
Their deaths brought about a 
wave of student activism at Mi-
ami Northwestern  Senior High 
School to address gun violence 
in the inner cities. 

But gun violence has been 
prevalent in the area, affecting 
students and their families.

In the first seven months of 
2014, 43 people were victims 
of gun violence; seven died.  
Four students from the Miami 
Northwestern Senior High 

School were shot and killed 
during 2015.

Nelson made a respect-
ful visit to the exact location 
where Kimson and Dixon were 
gunned down.  Miami Police 
Chief Jorge Colina informed 
the gathered crowd that the as-
sailants used handguns in the 
slaying.

Right after the slaying, Nel-
son mistakenly tweeted that it 
appeared the gunmen used as-
sault weapons.  

Florida Sen. Daphne Camp-
bell, Miami Mayor Francis 
Suarez, Colina, State Rep. Roy 
Hardemon and Miami-Dade 
County Commissioner Audrey 
Edmondson and other com-
munity and educational lead-
ers met with Nelson inside the 
Sandrell Rivers Theater to dis-
cuss more directly the needs of 
the Liberty City community.

Gun violence again dominat-
ed the conversation. 

Nelson stressed the need to 
ban bump stocks or extended 
clips, which give handguns the 
capacity to go from 12 shots to 
50 or 100.

Nelson had last visited Liber-
ty City in August 2016, accord-
ing to his press spokesman.  He 
had also held a similar round-
table discussion with Black 
community leaders in Miami 

Gardens in April of this year.
 “He is the leader of our 

Democratic Party,” said state 
Rep. Roy Hardemon.  “We wel-
come him and respect his vis-
it anytime he comes into our 
community.”

Nelson, a four-term senator, 
faces a tough race in November 
as he faces Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott.  Scott, like Trump, won 
his first attempt in politics by 
winning as a political novice.  
Both of Scott’s successful rac-
es for governor were won with 
margins of just more than one 
percent of the vote.

An average of five polls list-
ed on realclearpolitics.com 
shows Scott with a 2-percent-
age-point lead over Nelson.

Gun violence, U.S. Senator’s topic at Liberty Square
Nelson tackles prevention, control at 
roundtable with community leaders

Miami-Dade County Commissioner Audrey Edmonson 
and School Board member Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall 
at an anti-violence forum at Liberty Square.

Rep. Roy Hardemon speaks at a roundtable about 
gun violence in Liberty City.

Miami Times photos/Gregory Reed

Families affected by gun violence speak out in front of Sen. Bill Nelson on July 6.

Members of the Circle of Brotherhood, a grassroots community organization, pose 
for a picture with Sen. Bill Nelson on July 6.
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If we didn’t know better, 
residents might start to be-
lieve there isn’t a housing 
crisis.  We see frequent press 

conferences on television 
and read about grand open-
ings and hear advertisements 
about new developments in 

Miami-Dade that 
run the gamut from 
affordable to lux-
ury. It seems there 
should be more 
than enough for ev-
eryone.

But the truth is, 
there is a big mis-
match of what our 
communities need, what 
ends up getting built and why 
the majority of low-income 
tax-credit housing ends up in 
the urban core. Developers 
and foreign investors contin-
ue to purchase acres of land 
and then build housing stock 
that isn’t for residents –with-
out much resistance from our 
dear elected officials. 

Just last week, The Villag-

es Apartments, an af-
fordable housing com-
munity in Liberty City 
held its “grand open-
ing,” and it was already 
100-percent occupied 
with a long-running 
waiting list. And just 
a little further north, 
Golden Pond and 

Twin Lakes Apartments, both 
located on Northwest 155th 
Lane in Miami, have just 
closed their two-year waiting 
list for subsidized housing for 
the elderly – due to too many 
applicants already waiting on 
the list. That’s unacceptable! 

GENTRIFICATION IS 
UPON US

While people are living in 

cars, sleeping on their jobs, 
prostituting themselves for 
shelter, couch surfing, home-
less, waiting on “lists” for 
years and searching high and 
low for affordable places to 
call home, we have floors of 
empty housing developments 
unoccupied because the rent-
al rates are just too darn high. 
A good example of this is Mill 
Creek Modera Riverhouse, 
located at 1170 NW 11th St., in 
Miami. It is a very nice-look-
ing, elevated development, 
which recently opened earli-
er this year. It has all the bells, 
whistles and modern designs 
too, with rental rates start-
ing at $1,580, according to its 
website. After taking a tour 
of this development, I want 

to live there with my two 
children – and so would oth-
ers who are in need of shel-
ter, too. According to Modera 
Riverhouse’s website, it cur-
rently has lots of units avail-
able for immediate move-in, 
lease and occupancy.  The 
problem for many like me is 
affordability. To help fill the 
floors of empty units, Modera 
Riverhouse has been offering 
move-in specials for the first 
month, gift cards and waiv-
ing both the administrative 
and application since June 
11. Those incentives translate 
to a one-time saving of more 
than $2,000. To live there, 
one must make no less than 
$50,000 annually, after taxes 

SEE PIERRE 12B

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
MATTERS

Unoccupied, available, 
but yet, unaffordable

DANIELLA PIERRE, affordablehousingmatters@gmail.com

Pierre

CAROLYN GUNISS
cguniss@miamitimesonline.com

Julie Mansfield’s infectious 
smile is the first thing that 
greets you when you arrive 
at Upper Buena Vista. Then, 
when you look past her, 
you see a Tiki hut, wood-
en benches and whimsical 
art dotting the landscape, 
there as if by accident but a 
knowing eye sees the care-
fully placed curation. 

People leisurely stroll 
in an out of stores, touch-
ing this, buying that. Some 
of the entrepreneurs had 
chosen to leave early as 
evidenced by the darkened 
stories. No wonder. That 
steamy Friday, the rains 
had just left, giving way to 
Miami’s heat wrapped in 

thick, unmoving air. Man-
sfield skips along in fancy 
goulashes and tiny khaki 
shorts, eyes glistening with 
pride as she explains the 
place she manages.

“Isn’t it amazing,” she 
gushes, half question, half 
statement.

It is an enclave of local 
artisans and eateries that 
make up a village-like com-
mune called Upper Buena 
Vista. There you will find 
about 21 small shops that 
speak to the mind, body and 
home.

For the mind and body 
you can come for yoga and 
meditation; food, clothing, 
cryotherapy and tattoos; for 
the home, there are spaces 
filled with contemporary 
African art, antique light-
ing, rugs and art.

Located at 184 NE 50th 
Terrace, in Miami, partners 
Michal Aviv and David Lah-
my said they came up with 
the concept of the micro 
boutiques while working on 
projects in cities such as Tel 

SEE VISTA 12B

Sandals from 

Créations 

Dorées are 

from Haiti.

Photos courtesy of Upper Buena Vista

Shop, eat among 
cool Banyan trees
Upper Buena Vista, a blueprint for Heritage communities

Iniva sells contemporary African art.

Tea time at Cafe Creme

We recognized it was 
something new to 
Miami, no one else 

was offering the unique 
lifestyle experience 

like we have at Upper 
Buena Vista.”

“

Small shops make up the 
local village-like space called 
Upper Buena Vista.
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BILL DUNDAS
Behind the Steel Curtain 

Americans traditionally 
have honored the self-made 
individual who leverages 
God-given abilities to power 
a meteoric rise to greatness. 
It’s the classic Horatio Alg-
er tale of the poor boy who 
overcomes mean circum-
stances to set the world on 
its ear. 

By this standard alone, An-
tonio Brown commands and 
richly deserves considerable 
respect. Like his teammates 
Artie Burns and Eli Rogers, 
Antonio grew up in the im-

poverished Liberty City sec-
tion of Miami — a notorious 
zip code that South Florida 
visitors generally are warned 
to avoid.

As a youth, Brown faced 
the additional burden of a 
broken home — his parents 
separating during the mid-
1990s. Largely because of 
this family tumult, Brown 
was fending for himself by 
the tender age of 16. 

For a time, he found him-
self roaming from pillar to 
post, without any home to 
call his own. The difficul-
ties of getting his educa-
tion under these circum-

stances denied Brown an 
opportunity to attend Flori-
da State University after he 
graduated as a star athlete 
from Miami’s Norland High 
School in 2005. 

Instead, he needed to take 
prep classes at North Caro-
lina Tech the following year 
to bolster his college eligibil-
ity. Even given the athletic 
prowess he shared with his 
father, former Arena Football 
League star ”Touchdown” 
Eddie Brown, the obstacles 
confronting young Anto-
nio often must have seemed 
monumental.

But that’s precisely when 

Brown reached down deep 
within himself and found the 
fortitude to grasp his foot-
ball dream. In a May 2014 
interview with Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette reporter Patri-
cia Sheraden, he discussed 
this period in his life.

 “When everyone turned 
around on me, all I had to do 
was rely on myself,” Brown 
said. “I’ve got a strong spirit 
that I rely on and go into.”

In reality, Brown has been 
striving for success under 

very challenging circum-
stances for his entire life. 
Despite his achievements 
and princely salary — he’s 
not resting on his laurels, but 
still fighting to excel. 

This is the kid who en-
rolled at Central Michigan 
University as a walk-on re-
ceiver in 2007, and ultimate-
ly was selected by the Steel-
ers as the 22nd overall WR in 
the 2010 NFL Draft. He’s the 
guy who chose No. 84 for his 
jersey — not in tribute to any 
football idol — but because 
the product of eight and four 
is 32 — the number of NFL 
teams that bypassed him 
throughout the early rounds 
of the Draft (Brown was se-
lected in the sixth round as 
the 195th overall pick). If 
anything, this demonstrates 

that AB is unafraid to raise 
some hackles anytime he 
feels he‘s not being properly 
respected.

 Should we be at all sur-
prised, then, that Brown is 
annoyed by the constant 
hounding of reporters, or 
that one of his sons is named 
“Autonomy?“

His personal credo was 
perhaps best stated during 
the Sheraden interview, 
when he said, “Everything 
that’s really difficult is a 
blessing in disguise, and 
that’s the approach I take.”

It‘s more than mere athletic 
talent, but Brown’s concep-
tion of life‘s many challeng-
es as blessings-in-disguise 
which sets him apart from 
so many of his NFL counter-
parts.

Pittsburgh Steelers wide 

receiver Antonio Brown (84) 

on a 54-yard touchdown 

catch and run at Heinz Field. 

spotrac.com

FIGHTING FOR HIS PLACE HAS 
BEEN A LIFELONG PURSUIT
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Albert “AJ” Johnson of Miami won gold in the Special Olympics 

USA Games in track and field. Johnson won the 100 meters run 

with a time of 14.1 seconds on July 2, the first day of competition 

at the games in Seattle. Johnson beat out seven other athletes 

from different parts of the country. He has been competing in Spe-

cial Olympics for nine years, and also participates in basketball, 

flag football, golf, soccer, softball and swimming. He also compet-

ed in the 200, 400, and 4x100 meters races while at the 2018 

Special Olympics USA Games.

Sprinted to a gold

Photo courtesy of Special Olympics

SPORTS

VISTA
CONTINUED FROM 10B

Aviv, London and Paris.
It’s an innovative way for re-

tailers to showcase their craft 
in a space that is cozy for con-
sumers,” they said about the 
micro-boutique concept.

The idea that people could 
spend the day the shopping 
among old Banyan trees and 
then relax under a Tiki Hut 
was untapped, they said.

“We recognized it was 
something new to Miami, 
no one else was offering the 
unique lifestyle experience 

like we have at Upper Buena 
Vista.”

The owners are on site 
every day though Mansfield 
mans day to day operations.

Mansfield considers Upper 
Buena Vista a blueprint for 
Miami’s Heritage neighbor-
hoods. The less-than-one-
acre village, opened in 2017, 
sits south of Little Haiti and 
north of the Design District 
in the Buena Vista neighbor-
hood, which dates back to 
the 1920s. The area is getting 
a facelift, with chic restau-
rants dotting the Northeast 
Second Avenue corridor. 
The area is bordered by Lit-
tle Haiti, Morningside, Al-

lapattah, Upper East Side, 
Liberty City, Design District, 
Edgewater, Midtown, and 
Wynwood.

“Upper Buena Vista is like 
a mirage. You’re in the mid-
dle of Miami, and yet you 
feel like you’re on an island, 
on vacation,” Mansfield said.

Mansfield is the life part-
ner of chef Claude Postel, 
co-founder of Buena Vista 
Bistro, now closed, and Bue-
na Vista Deli, which he sold. 
Postel has brought an outpost 
of his newest venture, North 
Miami’s Café Crème, to Up-
per Buena Vista, which liter-
ally translates from Spanish 
to be Upper Good View.

PIERRE
CONTINUED FROM 10B

just to afford a studio. When 
you see developments go up 
in neighborhoods where the 

people who already there 
can’t afford to rent them, that 
is a sign of gentrification.

ELECTED OFFICIALS, 
ACT, PLEASE

Local officials can make a 
difference in housing by hold-

ing developers accountable! 
Vow to make housing a prior-
ity in legislation and not just 
in photo ops. Don’t just talk 
about being resilient, build 
for it and write legislation 
to make it equitably happen. 
Begin questioning the de-

velopers and stop giving the 
“OK” to build because they 
say these two words: jobs 
and affordable. Go a step 
further and ask what type of 
jobs and how does this af-
fordable development com-
pare to wages in the area. 

It is clear to me that those 
questions aren’t the ones be-
ing asked. Seems there isn’t 
a shortage of luxury apart-
ments, but there is a greater 
need for housing that people 
can actually attain and not 
just admire.

Is housing unaffordability 
draining your pockets? Tired 
of being priced-out? Spending 
more than 30 percent of your 
income on rent? Let’s hear 
about it! Contact Daniella 
Pierre affordablehousingmat-
ters@gmail.com.

Photo courtesy of Upper Buena Vista

A Tiki hut at Upper Buena Vista

PHILIPPE H. BUTEAU
Miami Times Contributor

Miami Gardens resident Ge-
shala Riggins unveiled her new 
home at a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony last month. 

Riggins’ dream of homeown-
ership became a reality as a re-
sult of the rehabilitation efforts 
of the city through its commu-
nity development program.

Miami Gardens Mayor Oli-
ver Gilbert, city council mem-
bers and city staff, joined Rig-
gins on June 13.

“I am grateful to the city 
for making homeownership 
a pleasant and fulfilling life 
achievement for me,” Riggins 
said.

Riggins was able to get a 
home through the Neighbor-
hood Stabilization Program, 
a federal program that aims 
to provide shelter using revi-
talized homes. The program 
was created to improve neigh-
borhoods suffering from fore-
closures. Miami Gardens was 
awarded $6.8 million as part 

of the Neighborhood Stabiliza-
tion Program.

In April of 2012, the city pur-
chased the property located 
on NW 23 Avenue for $54,370 
from Wells Fargo, just under 
the $55,000 limit for assistance 
from the Neighborhood Stabi-
lization Program. 

The money could be applied 
to down payments, closing 
costs, interest rate buy-downs, 
mortgage insurance or any oth-
er allowable type of assistance.

After purchase, properties 
are rehabilitated and resold 
to income-eligible, first-time 
homebuyers within the com-
munity. 

“As a city, we are pleased to 
have programs in place to al-
low our residents the opportu-
nity to pursue and achieve the 
American dream of homeown-
ership, while revitalizing our 
neighborhoods,” said Gilbert. 
“We are happy that Geshala 
now has somewhere to call 
home, her own, right here in 
our community.” 

Miami Wrecking Co. was 

selected to complete demoli-
tion work needed on the prop-
erty, such as the removal of 
the pool, concrete deck, pool 
pump, fill and grade. Septem-
ber 2016, the city awarded a 
$119,415 contract for construc-
tion to Cunano Builders Corp. 
The home was outfitted with 
new impact, energy star-rat-
ed windows, impact exterior 
doors, a new air conditioning 
system, shingle roof, remod-
eled kitchen and bathrooms 
and water heater.

Foreclosures had a damag-
ing effect on neighborhoods.

The city sued four banks 
including Wells Fargo in 2014 
alleging they engaged in a 
pattern of predatory lending 
practices that violated the Fair 
Housing Act.

According to the lawsuits, 
city administration wants re-
payment for the “substantial 
damages the city incurred 
from their unlawful and dis-
criminatory lending practic-
es.”

The banks appealed the 11th 
Circuit Court’s decision and 
the case is waiting in to be 
heard in the Supreme Court.

“Nearby foreclosures, and 
particularly the presence of 
vacant units, make neighbor-
hoods less attractive to home-
buyers and stifle price appre-
ciation,” Sonja K. Dickens, 
Miami Gardens city attorney 
wrote in a brief for the case.

To qualify, an individual’s 
total household income must 
be below 120 percent of the 
area’s median income; the 
person must be able to con-
tribute at least 1 percent of the 
sales price toward the pur-
chase; and able to qualify for 
a bank mortgage to purchase 
the home. For the city, only in-
come is considered for assis-
tance, not credit score.

Tamara Wadley, Miami Gar-
dens’ public affairs director, 
said while the city does not 
require a set credit score, the 
lender reviews that for their 
purposes to approve a mort-
gage.

“Ms. Riggins applied to a 
lender, who shared with her 
the list of properties that were 
available for sale in the com-

munity. When she came to the 
City, she was already pre-ap-
proved by the lender,” Wad-
ley wrote in a prepared state-
ment. “The City reviewed her 
documentation to determine 
if the eligibility criteria for 
NSP [the Neighborhood Sta-
bilization Program] was met.”

The person the city gifts 
the home must also occupy 
the property being purchased 
and register it as their home-
stead.

The stabilization program 
makes no obligation that 
new homeowners must repay 
while they occupy the home 
during the first 15 years. But 
renting, selling or transfer-
ring the property before the 
15 years are up will require 
the repayment of the subsidy 
and could require all or some 
repayment of any amount re-
ceived from the sale of the 
property.

The city has an application 
package that city staff review 
to confirm income, assets and 
household size. 

For more information, call 
Miami Gardens’ Department 
of Community Development at 
305-622-8041.

Homeownership a reality in Miami Gardens
Neighborhood Stabilization Program 
funds buy unit for rehabilitation

New homeowner 
Geshala Riggins and 
Miami Gardens’ mayor and 
council members cut the 
ribbon to her new home 
that she received through 
the city’s Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program.

Photos courtesy of Tamara Wadley

The kitchen and other areas of the Miami Gardens 
home was remodeled through the Neighborhood Stabi-
lization Program.



1435 NW 60 Street
1400 NW 61 Street

One bedroom, new custom 
made kitchen cabinets, new 
bathroom cabinets, air, blinds, 
free water and gas. Extermi-
nator. All Section 8 welcome. 
305-758-3979.

7 Avenue and 60 Street
Two bdrms, one bath, tiled. 

$1,000. 786-371-3723
8475 NE 2 Avenue

One and two bdrms, Section 8 
Welcome, 305-754-7776.

ARENA GARDEN

FREE BASIC CABLE AND 
FREE WATER

Remodeled two, three 
bedrooms, air, appliances, 
laundry, gate. From $725. 

305-374-4412
CAPITAL RENTAL 

AGENCY
LICENSED REAL ESTATE 

BROKER
305-642-7080

Overtown, Liberty City, 
Brownsville, Allapatah. 
Apartments, Duplexes, 
Houses. One, Two and 

Three Bedrooms. Same day 
approval. Call for specials. 

305-642-7080 www.
capitalrentalagency.com

GRAND OPENING
NEW ARENA SQUARE 

Walking distance to school 
from $690. Remodeled one, 

two, three bedrooms, two 
baths. Central air, laundry, 

gated. Office 1023 NW 3 Ave. 
305-372-1383

1231 NW 101 Street
One bedroom, one bath. $950 
monthly, includes water and 
electric. 305-439-2906

4992 NW 18 Avenue
Two bedrooms, one bath. 
$1400 mthly. $2800 to move 
in. 305-632-2426

6911 NW 2 Court
Spacious two bedrooms, 
two baths, tiled, central air, 
$1,300, 305-662-5505.

7936 NW 12 Court
Three bedrooms, one bath, 
tile, fenced, central air, 
laundry room, water included. 
$1650 Section 8 Welcome. 
305-389-4011

LIBERTY CITY AREA
Two bdrms., one bath, first, 
last and security. Section 8 

Ok. 786-565-2110

NW SECTION
Nice area, $1,100 plus depos-
it. Call Mr. Johnson, 786-227-
9237.

1341 NW 68 Terrace
55+ Community of Christ. 
$500-$600. All new. Tony, 
786-474-2324

6829 NW 15 Ave
$110 weekly, $240 to move in, 
air and utilities included. 

 Call 786-277-2693
83 Street NW 18 Avenue

Clean room. 
305-754-7776

BROWNSVILLE AREA
Furnished. $150 wkly. $600 
deposit. 786-320-4825

MIAMI GARDENS
Furnished room in private 

home, nice area. 
Call 954-708-4170

1250 NE 201 Terrace
Five bdrms., tri-level house, 
$2,400 a month, call 305-962-
1814 or 954-709-0008.

5026 NW 23 Avenue
Two bedrooms, one bath, 

Section 8 Accepted. 
Call Gigi 786-356-0487 or Lo 

786-356-0486
7504 NW 21 PLACE

Four bedrooms, two baths, 
Section 8 accepted. 

CALL Gee 786-356-0487 or 
Lo 786-356-0486
FORECLOSURE

HUNTERS SOLUTION
305-731-3591

LIBERTY CITY AND
WEST PALM BEACH

New three bdrms., two baths, 
tiled, $1600. Section 8 Wel-
come. 786-488-7628

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Spacious three and four bed-
rooms, two baths, central air, 
tiled, fenced yard. Plasma TV.

 No credit check.
Section 8 Welcome!  

Call now 305-834-4440

AIR CONDITIONING
Great service, fast install, 

best prices. LICENSE 
#CAC056858

Call 786-393-0479

GENE AND SONS, INC.
Custom-made cabinets for 
kitchens and bathrooms at 

affordable prices. 
14130 N.W. 22nd Avenue. 

Call 305-685-3565

CATHRINE
Spiritual reader and coun-
selor. I solved all problems 
in Life, Love, Marriage, Busi-
ness, Success. One visit will 
change your life! 

786-569-8346
Rev. Doc Raymond

404-917-4197 
Call for your all purpose 

luck package

STATE OFMICHIGAN
39th Judicial Circuit -

Family Division
LENAWEE COUNTY

Publication of Hearing
Case No. 15-000498 NA

To: Jesse Lee Adey

In The Matter Of:  Jayvien Lee 
Becerra

A hearing regarding a neglect/
abuse petition will be conduct-
ed by the court on August 1, 
2018 at 2 p.m. in Lenawee 
County Juvenile Court, 425 
N. Main St., Adrian, MI 49221 
before the Honorable Gregg 
P. Iddings P49074.
  IT IS THEREFORE OR-
DERED THAT Jesse Lee 
Adey personally appear be-
fore the court at the time and 
place stated above.
  This hearing may result in 
the termination of your paren-
tal rights.

NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS 
NAME LAW

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned, desiring 
to engage in business under 
the fictitious name of 
Calvary Chesed Christian 
Academy located at 21455 
NW 32 Avenue city of Miami 
Gardens, Florida 33056, 
intends to register the said 
name with the Division of 
Corporations of the Depart-
ment of State, Tallahassee, 
Florida. Dated this 11th day of 
July, 2018

Sell It | Rent It | Find a Job | A Car 
A House | An Apartment
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Blackbusiness.org

For the first time in history, 
Walmart is selling a Black-
owned bottled water brand 
on its shelves. It’s called Live 
Alkaline Water, and it is 100 
percent natural alkaline water 
that is bottled at the source 
from a natural underground 
spring, an aquifer, and a min-
eral rock bed that lies 800 feet 
below the ground.

The company is based in 
Jacksonville, but the water 
comes from a family-owned 

spring in North Carolina that 
has been passed down for 
generations. The quality and 
high PH balance of the water 
has been tested and certified 
by the state of North Caroli-
na, as well as the University 
of North Carolina in Greens-
boro.

When Robert McCray, 
whose family has owned 
the spring for more than 100 
years, learned that the water 
in their spring could be sold 
as a product, he decided to 
partner with Dr. Shayla Creer 

to create the brand. They both 
knew that the bottled water 
industry was very compet-
itive, but they still believed 
that they had a unique prod-
uct that           could compete.

Creer told First Coast News, 
“I called... many Walmarts, 
and finally we got a hold of 
one who allowed us to do 
a presentation.” Soon after, 
they presented their business 
plan to a local Walmart... and 
to their surprise, the regional 
manager was there and decid-
ed to give them a chance.

“It was hard to keep our 
composure,” said McCray, 
“because it’s the product that 
was [our] baby.”

And they had every right 
to be excited because not 
only did they become the first 
Black-owned bottled water 
brand to be sold by Walmart, 
but their product sold out 
within just one month. 
Walmart has since reordered 
and plans to continue sell-
ing their water and possibly 
adding the product to more 
stores across the country.

Black bottled water brand makes history 
Live Alkaline becomes the first found on the shelves of Walmart stores, coming soon nationwide

HEATHER LONG
The Washington Post

The U.S. economy 
added 213,000 jobs in 
June, the Labor De-
partment reported 
Friday, as the unem-
ployment rate rose to 
four percent.

The small in-
crease in unemploy-
ment — up from 
3.8 percent in May 
— appears to be the 
result of more Amer-
icans searching for 
work, according to 
Labor Department 
figures released Fri-
day.

The labor force ex-
panded by 601,000 
jobs over the month, 
with an influx of 
new women and 
teen workers more 
than offsetting a dip 
in labor force par-
ticipation among 
men, said Gregory 
Daco of Oxford Eco-
nomics.

Job openings are at 
record highs, mean-
ing many of the job 
seekers are likely 
to find employment 
soon. Many experts 
still predict the un-
employment rate will 
fall further by the end 
of the year to the low-
est level since 1969.

Despite the low 
unemployment and 
struggles to find 
workers, companies 
still appear hesitant 
to significantly raise 
pay in many indus-

tries. Average hourly 
earnings are 2.7 per-
cent higher than a 
year ago, a lackluster 
pace compared to 
past eras of healthy 
job growth when 
wages were rising at 
3.5 percent or more a 
year.

“It’s not your fa-
ther’s labor market 
anymore,” said Diane 
Swonk, chief econo-
mist at Grant Thorn-
ton. “Clearly there 
are some sectors like 
trucking where wag-
es are going up, but 
warehousing wages 
really collapsed and 
are only now just $12 
or $13 an hour.”

The economy con-
tinues to show many 
signs of strength de-
spite the brewing 
trade war. Wall Street 
welcomed the em-
ployment gains, send-
ing the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 up 0.9 per-
cent on Friday. The 
Labor Department 
also revised its esti-
mates for job growth 
in May, going from 
a previous estimate 
of 233,000 new jobs 
to 244,000 jobs new 
jobs. The department 
also boosted its es-
timate for April job 
growth up to 175,000 
— up from an earlier 
assessment of 159,000.

The United States 
has now added 
jobs for 93 straight 
months, a record 
streak of hiring. As 

executives say they 
cannot find enough 
qualified workers, 
some are turning 
to hiring people who 
are incarcerated or 
people with disabili-
ties.

Job growth was 
widespread across 
the economy with 
solid gains in busi-
ness, health care, con-
struction and manu-
facturing. The only 

sore spot was retail, 
which shed 22,000 
jobs as Toys R Us 
shut its doors.

“The key takeaway 
is the big jump in labor 
force participation,” 
said Kevin Hassett, 
President Trump’s 
top economist. “This 
is exactly what we 
wanted to see: mar-
ginalized Americans 
coming back into the                 
labor force.”

Hassett pointed to 
the increase in labor 
force participation 
for Black women 
and Hispanic men 
and women as an en-
couraging sign that 
people are being 
drawn back to work.

Trump frequent-
ly touts the strong 
jobs picture as hir-
ing has picked up 
in recent months. 
Hispanic unemploy-

ment fell to a record 
low of 4.6 percent 
in June, and unem-

ployment remains 
near record lows 
for Blacks and for 

Americans with less 
than a high school 
degree.

Hiring is strong, but there are no big raises
Economist says it is ‘not 
your father’s labor market’

Invitation to Bid
Masonry Package

Yates & Sons Construction Company and Jackson Health Systems 
cordially invite subcontractors to complete and submit their bids by 
Tuesday August 7, 2018 no later than 2pm for the following project:

Jackson Health System
JHS West Medical Campus

The Invitation to Bid includes the following packages:
 • Jackson West / BLDG. Superstructure Revision and Shell   
   Package, Prepared by Perkins and Will Architects, Inc. – 
   July 3, 2018
	 •	Jackson	West	Project	Specifications,	Prepared	by	Perkins	
   and Will Architects, Inc.– July 3, 2018
 • Small Business Enterprise (SBE) & Responsible Wages – 
   Attached Form A-6, A-14 & A-16

Bid	requirements	and	bid	 forms,	specifications,	drawings	and	other	
construction documents will be available through W. G. Yates Con-
struction.  Respond to Michael Posey at mposey@wgyates.com to 
get access to bid documents.

All bids must delivered in a sealed envelope to Jackson Memorial 
Hospital Facilities, Design and Construction Department trailer locat-
ed at the corner of NW12th Ave. and NW 19th St.  Complete address 
is listed below:
Jackson Memorial Hospital – FD&C Command Center Trailer 1

Attn:  Mike Posey
1080 NW 19th Street

Miami FL  33136

There is a pre-bid walk-thru scheduled for July 24, 2018 at 10:00 am 
at the project site at 7800 NW 29th St. Doral FL 33122.

Yates is committed to supporting the economic development of cer-
tified	 Miami-Dade	 county	 small	 business	 enterprise-construction	
(SBE-C)	firms.		Miami-Dade	County	certified	SBE-C	entities	are	en-
couraged to submit a bid package for this and future projects.  W.G. 
Yates & Sons Construction Company and associated partners are an 
equal opportunity employer minorities/females/veterans/individuals 
with disabilities/sexual orientation/gender identity.

All questions can be directed to Mike Posey at mposey@wgyates.
com.

CITY OF MIAMI, 
FLORIDA
NOTICE TO THE 
PUBLIC
A public hearing 
will be held by the 
City Commission 

CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

A public hearing will be held by the City Commission of the City of 
Miami, Florida on Thursday, July 26, 2018 at 9:00 a.m., in the City 
Commission Chambers at City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, 
Florida 33133, for the purpose of waiving the requirements of obtaining 
sealed bids for Maintenance, Repairs, and On-call Emergency Repair 
Services for Ambulance Cots for the Fire-Rescue Department from 
ERLA, Inc. d/b/a EMSAR Florida., located at 270 Davids Dr. Wilming-
ton, OH 45177.

Inquiries from other potential sources of such a package who feel that 
they might be able to satisfy the City’s requirements for this item may 
contact Eduardo Falcon, Procurement Contracting Manager, at the City 
of Miami Procurement Department at (305) 416-1901.

The Miami City Commission requests all interested parties be present 
or represented at   the meeting and may be heard with respect to any 
proposition before the City Commission in which the City Commission 
may take action.  Should any person desire to appeal any decision of 
the City Commission with respect to any matter to be considered at 
this meeting, that person shall ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made including all testimony and evidence upon which 
any appeal may be based (F.S. 286.0105).

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons 
needing special   accommodations to participate in this proceeding may 
contact the Office of the City Clerk at (305) 250-5361 (Voice) no later 
than five (5) business days prior to the proceeding.  TTY users may call 
via 711 (Florida Relay Service) no later than five (5) business days prior 
to the proceeding.

   Todd B. Hannon     
   City Clerk

#31295

FOR SALE

****ATTENTION****
Now You Can own Your
Own Home Today With

Free Cash Grants
UP TO $65,000

Any and all buyers
305-892-8315

House of Homes Realty

2751 NW 46th Street
One bedroom, one bath, 

remote gate, $950 mthly, First, 
last, security. 786-423-0429

GOD’S HELPER
Snake drains, doors and 
clean carpet. 305-801-5690

SERVICES

ROUTE DRIVERS
We are seeking drivers to 
deliver newspaper to retail 
outlets in Broward and 
Miami Dade.

Wednesday Only
You must be available 
between the hours of 6 

a.m. and 3 p.m. Must have 
reliable, insured vehicle and 

current Driver License.
Apply in person at:
The Miami Times

2525 NW 54th Street

SPIRITUALIST

NEED TO RENT 

YOUR 

APARTMENT? 

PLACE YOUR AD 

IN OUR 

CLASSIFIED

CALL 305-694-6210CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY

CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY

305.694.6210

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 

AD

CALL 
305

694-6210

Dr. Shayla Creer, co-founder of Live Alkaline Water
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FELIPE RIVAS
frivas@miamitimesonline.com

The annual Overtown Music and Arts Festival returns this year 
with several acclaimed acts slated to perform in the main stage. 

Expect to hear artist such as Musiq Soulchild, Estelle, 
Ginuwine and Tito Puente Jr., as well as recognizable gos-
pel artists on Saturday, July 14 from 11 a.m to 7 p.m. 

The festival aims to bring neighbors and visitors 
together for a day of musical performances, inter-
active art demonstrations and various ethnic 
food and craft vendors. The family friendly 
event is free. The festival will take place 
in Miami’s Overtown Business and En-
tertainment District at Northwest 
Second and Third avenues be-
tween Northwest Eighth  and 
10th streets.
Up-and-coming artist, 
Felixx, accepted the 
invitation to return 

CSECTIO
NGood Taste

Lifestyles

Entertainment

Culture

Food

Arts

Music

IN
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MUSIC

FESTIVAL& ARTS

‘The Four’ star 
to hit stage Estelle

Musiq
Soulchild

Overtown readies for a day of celebration, music 

SEE 
MUSIC 

6C

Miami Times Staff Report

T
he First Lady of Gospel Shirley Caesar returns to 

perform in South Florida at 5 p.m. Sunday, July 

15, in the Au-Rene Theater at the Broward Center 

for the Performing Arts.

Caesar will be joined by special guest soloist Christine 

Robinson and the New Sounds of Joy Ministry in a concert 

honoring local faith leaders such as the late Reverend Joe 

C. Johnson, pastor of the Greater Ebenezer Missionary Bap-

tist Church of Hallandale Beach; Bishop C.E. Glover, senior 

pastor of Mount Bethel Ministries; and Jimmie L. Williams, 

pastor of the Lighthouse Worship Center Church of God In 

Christ.

Caesar has won 11 Grammy awards and holds 28 nom-

inations. She won her first Grammy for Best Soul Gospel 

Performance for “Put Your Hand in The Hand Of The Man 

From Galilee” in 1971 and received a Lifetime Achievement 

Award from the Recording Academy in 2017. Her many hits 

include “Faded Rose,” “I Remember Mama” and “Rejoice.”

The Miami Times asked Caesar about the effects of social 

media on gospel music; what should people do when they 

feel downtrodden and lonely and how she picks the songs 

she sings.

MT: You have performed in South Florida before, how is 

this audience different from others?

SC: People from New York, the Islands and all over the 

world have moved to South Florida creating such a diverse 

audience that when I sing I know that people in the crowd 
SEE CAESAR 6C

CONCERT TO HONOR LOCAL FAITH LEADERS
The Grammy-winning 

singer talks success 

and gives inspiration.

Shirley Caesar: First Lady of Gospel 
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JASON ZINOMAN
The New York Times 

So many talk shows come 
and go these days, it’s hard for 
any to make a major impact. 
And yet, one of the most in-
fluential ones today was can-
celed five years ago. “Totally 
Biased With W. Kamau Bell” 
ran for only two seasons (first 
on FX, then FXX), but its leg-
acy has only grown thanks 
to the success of its on-air 
talent, particularly its crew 
of progressive, diverse stand-
up correspondents, many of 
whom got their first major na-
tional exposure on the show.

Just this year, two of its ris-
ing stars (Hari Kondabolu, 
Aparna Nancherla) released 
Netflix specials and a third 
(Guy Branum, who was on 
“Chelsea Lately” before “To-
tally Biased”) finished the 
second season of “Talk Show 
the Game Show” (on Tru 
TV) and wrote a new book, 
“My Life as a Goddess,” due 
next month. Bell himself 
shot a Netflix special, “Pri-
vate School Negro,” which 
becomes available Tuesday. 
While starkly different, these 
comics share a self-aware and 
politically passionate style of 
humor suited to Trump-era 
popular culture.

Their stand-up turns jokes 
into cudgels to break down 
racism, homophobia and sys-
temic discrimination, but 
they also tend to be more 
comfortable than many com-
ics in delaying punch lines in 
service of an argument. 

In his new book,  Branum 
describes the debate this set 

off in frank terms (he even 
conceded that he misrepre-
sented the table), weaving it 
around a nuanced discussion 
of his relationship with the 
standup of Eddie Murphy, 
which made him love com-
edy but also taught him “the 
building blocks of homopho-
bia that would keep me clos-
eted and self-hating into my 
twenties.”

There’s a similar internal 
struggle in the comedy of 
Kondabolu, who took aim at 
a more famous and beloved 
institution than the Comedy 
Cellar when he made the doc-
umentary “The Problem With 
Apu,” analyzing the stereo-
typical Indian character on 
“The Simpsons.” The roots of 
this movie can be found in a 
segment on “Totally Biased.” 
Kondabolu has long been a 
gifted, brainy comedian on 
the subject of race — the ti-
tle of his first comedy album, 
“Waiting for 2042,” referred 
to the year when the Census 
Bureau estimated that white 
people will become a minori-
ty — but he’s looser onstage 
now, riffing with the crowd, 
often treating it as a foil. He’s 

become more ambitious in 
how he toys with audience 
expectations. In one loopy 
bit, he does the same joke 
four times, turning familiari-
ty into an asset. And while he 
is primarily a social commen-
tator, his show is preoccupied 
with the idea of comedy be-
ing too smart or political to 
reach a broad audience. He 
nods to and mocks the idea 
of playing to like-minded au-

diences after one laugh, quip-
ping: “Thank you, Choir.”

Bell, who moved to the 
West Coast after his talk show 
was canceled and now hosts a 
documentary series on CNN 
“United Shades of America,” 
deserves credit for recruiting 
these comedians as well as 
making a political talk show 
distinct from “The Daily 
Show” and “Late Night With 
Seth Meyers”: Less wonky, 

more polemical and eager 
to engage in debate. Unlike 
many hosts, he was not afraid 
to cede center stage, putting 
the spotlight on an exchange 
about rape jokes between 
Lindy West and Jim Norton, 
for instance.

Yet compared with these 
performers, his new spe-
cial seems a little tepid. His 
stand-up was never dense 
with punch lines, but “Private 

School Negro” veers further 
from a tight club set, toward a 
mix of storytelling, jokes and 
arguments. It’s a rambling, 
sometimes overly familiar 
hour. As the father of two 
biracial children, his materi-
al portrays domestic scenes 
navigating parenting in a rac-
ist world. (You won’t find a 
more full-throated defense 
of the cartoon “Doc McStuff-
ins.”)

A talk show five years ahead of its 
time and now a new Netflix series

You all like: It’s not 
that funny, but it was 

really quite the picture 
you painted there.”

“
The W. Kamau Bell comedy legacy lasts  

W. Kamau Bell 
on “Totally Bi-
ased” in 2013. 
He had a gift for 
recruiting talent 
for the show.
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Congratulations to Mary 
Payne Monroe Wright, 
beloved school bus driver 
for the Opa-locka area for 
30 years who celebrated 100 
years of life on July 5. 

When I write this column, 
I believe that our shared his-
tory is significant. In our his-
tory, a new school was estab-
lished for Black children in 
Goulds in 1935, It was called 
Goulds Elementary and Ju-
nior High School.

In 1939, Mr. Roby George 
became the principal. He be-
gan with a staff of nine teach-
ers, and there were about 
38 students per class. Stu-
dents completed grades one 
through nine.

In 1951, a new building was 
dedicated and named Arthur 
and Polly Mays Elementa-
ry-Junior High School. The 
school contained 26 class-
rooms, office space, three 
corridors, a kitchen, cafetori-
um, storage space, light lava-
tories and clinic rooms.

Grade 10 was added in 
1951, grade 11 was added in 
1952 and grade 12 was added 
in 1953. The first graduating 
class, the Class of 1954, had 
29 seniors. 

In 1969, Mays Junior-Se-
nior High was phased out as 
a senior high school.

So very proudly, the Mays 
High Class of 1958 celebrated 
its 60th class reunion. Wil-
bert Bryant, class president, 
who went on to have a very 
distinguished career, is one 
of the many graduates of 
our Black high schools who 
reflect the excellent educa-
tion that was received at-
tending Black schools during 
segregated times: Booker 

T. Washington, George 
Washington Carver, Mays, 
Northwestern and North 
Dade. 

Bryant is a native of 
Goulds who, on Feb. 17, 2006, 
was appointed associate di-
rector for Management for 
the U.S. Peace Corps, where 
he served until February 
2009. Bryant earned a Bach-
elor’s of Science in Mathe-
matics from Florida A&M 
University, Class of 1962, 
where he developed a life-
long interest in education. 
Following graduation, he 
was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the U. S. Army. 
Bryant then went on to earn 
a Master’s of Education de-
gree from Howard Univer-
sity and was honored with 
the opportunity to attend the 
U.S. Department of Defense’s 
highest-level military service 
school, The National War 
College. A Vietnam veteran 
and highly decorated officer, 

Bryant served in the Regular 
Army, the permanent force of 
the Army that is maintained 
during peace time, nearly 28 
years. He retired in 1990, with 
the rank of Colonel. 

After his retirement from 
the Army, Bryant served as 
the vice president for Stu-
dent Affairs at Virginia Union 
University until 1994, when 
he accepted then-Governor 
George Allen’s appointment 
naming him deputy secretary 
of Education for Virginia. In 
this position, Bryant assist-
ed with numerous education 
initiatives, including Virgin-
ia’s Standards of Learning, 
which established rigorous 
academic standards for K-12 
students in English, mathe-
matics, science and history 
until 1998. In 1998, he was 
appointed by then-Governor 
James S. Gilmore III as Vir-
ginia’s Secretary of Educa-
tion, where he had oversight 
of 37 educational-and cultur-

al-related executive branch 
agencies. 

Beginning December 2001, 
Bryant served as deputy as-
sistant secretary for Higher 
Education Programs, U.S. 
Department of Education. In 
May 2003, he assumed a dual 
role when he was appointed 
counselor to the Secretary 
for the White House Initia-
tive on historically Black col-
leges and universities (HB-
CUs), wherein he advised 
the Secretary of Education 
on strengthening the nation’s 
HBCUs and on advancing the 
opportunities for HBCUs to 
fully participate in federally 
supported programs.

Bryant has received nu-
merous awards and com-
mendations throughout his 
military career, including 
the Legion of Merit, and has 
been honored with an hon-
orary Doctorate of Humane 
Letters from Virginia State 
University in Petersburg, 
Virginia; Shaw University in 
Raleigh, North Carolina; and 
Saint Paul’s College in Law-
renceville, Virginia. He has 
also been honored with an 
Honorary Doctorate of Laws 
from Lincoln University in 
Jefferson City, Missouri, Gan-
non University in Erie, Penn-
sylvania and an Honorary 
Doctorate in Public Service 
from the University of Mary-
land Eastern Shore. 

It is a good thing that class-
es hold reunions to celebrate 
their past and relive the 
memories that classmates 
shared. Congratulations to 
the Mays Class of 1958. The 
participating members of 
the class included:  Victor 
Jones, Shirley Howard 

Campbell, Bettie 
Turner Comartie, 
Gladys Lee Briscoe, 
Wilbert Bryant, Hel-
en Davis Johnson, 
Eugene N. Bryant, 
Runell Bryant Lorio, 
Willie “Spike” Spen-
cer, Barbara Phillips 
Hatcher and Harry 
Jones who are pictured 
following a reunion at a lun-
cheon held at the Olive Gar-
dens Restaurant. 

Additionally, The All-Class-
es Reunion Weekend consist-
ed of a Thursday night mixer, 
a Friday night dinner-dance, 
a Saturday picnic at West 
Perrine Park - Community 
Center and a Baccalaureate 
ceremony on Sunday at Mays 
High School.  The President 
of the All - Classes Reunion 
for Mays High School is Lee 
Andrews Waters.

A friend, Rodney Thomp-
son sent me an article from 
“Ghosts of the Orange Bowl,” 
which was written about 
my classmate Bobby Felts. 
It was a wonderful article, 
and I thought about it when 
I remembered Bobby, who 
would have been 76 on June 
26. Here’s an excerpt: 

“Felts was a 1961 gradu-
ate of Miami Northwestern 
High School, a school that 
would later produce more 
NFL players than any other 
high school in Miami-Dade 
County, including names like 
Tony Martin, Brett Perri-
man, Marvin Jones, Ted-
dy Bridgewater and Amari 
Cooper. Felts later went 
on to attend Florida A&M 
University, where he start-
ed in four Orange Blossom 
Classics played at the Or-
ange Bowl from 1961-64. He 
finished his college career 
as FAMU’s second all-time 
leading rusher behind only 
Willie Galimore.

After his pro career, Felts 
returned to Miami’s inner 
city. He coached a semi-pro 

team called the Buck-
town Buccaneers 
based in Overtown. 
The Buccaneers were 
consistently the best 
team in their league 
and the best semi-
pro team in the state. 
From 1980 to 1986, 
they lost only two 
games and won their 

league championship every 
year. They were so good, Uni-
versity of Miami coach How-
ard Schnellenberger allowed 
them to scrimmage against 
the 1983 national champion 
Hurricanes. The game ended 
in a 10-10 tie.

Felts was more than just 
a coach, he was a role mod-
el for many struggling young 
men with little hopes and 
dreams. Many were unem-
ployed and living on the 
streets of Overtown. In 1987, 
Felts was offered the head 
coaching job at Florida A&M. 
But due to sudden illness, he 
was unable to take the job. 
Just two months later on 
March 2, 1987, Bobby Felts 
passed away. He was just 44 
years old.”

In the wake of disturbing 
news about children de-
tained in our country, Pillars 
of Strength Lodge No. 2’s  
eighth annual Toy Donation 
was presented to Congress-
men Javiar Fernandez for 
distribution to the children. 
Pictured are Glen A Smith, 
PM, Congressman Javiar 
Fernandez, Brother Ricar-
do Gibbs and Patrick Mi-
gnon,WM. Because this is 
what our numerous organiza-
tions do. They serve.

We read for entertainment, 
information, and enlighten-
ment.  This column allows us 
to communicate with each 
other, or me to share with all 
of you. I have so many sto-
ries to share. And so it is as 
we live, love, pray, laugh, sing 
and dance in the Whirl. July’s 
blessings to all. 

VENNDA-REI GIBSON | VENNDAL43@GMAIL.COM

T
H

E SOCIAL WHIRL
Felts

Mays Class of 1958 members Victor Jones; Shirley 
Howard Campbell; Bettie Turner Comartie; Gladys 
Lee Briscoe; Wilbert Bryant; Helen Davis Johnson; 
Eugene N. Bryant; Runell Bryant Lorio; Willie “Spike” 
Spencer, Barbara Phillips Hatcher; and Harry Jones 
pictured following a reunion at a luncheon held at the 
Olive Gardens Restaurant.
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JOHN ELIGON
The New York Times

Issac J. Bailey was pull-
ing together his memoir at 
a time when America was 
in the midst of racial up-
heaval. Over the past few 
years, alarming deaths of 
Black people at the hands 
of the police spawned a 
boisterous national move-
ment — Black Lives Mat-
ter — demanding system-
ic change. And one of the 
central tenets of this new 
era of activism requires 
that we respect all Black 
lives, those of poor felons 

no less than those of rich 
entrepreneurs. It seems a 
fitting moment, then, for 
Bailey’s book, “My Brother 
Moochie: Regaining Dig-
nity in the Face of Crime, 
Poverty, and Racism in the 
American South,” to drop.

His story explores the 
fallout that his large, Black 
South Carolina family ex-
perienced after his oldest 
brother, Herbert, nick-
named Moochie, received 
a life sentence for murder-
ing a white man in 1982. 
More than a recounting of 
the woes of dealing with 
the justice system in the 
face of poverty and rac-
ism, this searching memoir 
forces readers to confront 
a pointed question: Can we 
see the humanity in Black 
people who have done bad 
things?

Bailey built a career as a 
journalist, spending much 
of his career at The Sun 
News in Myrtle Beach, 
S.C. With a keen under-
standing of systemic rac-
ism, he often chronicles 
the injustices visited upon 
Black America. Yet in his 
book he grapples with his 
conflicted feelings about 
Moochie and other fami-
ly members who got into 
trouble with the law. He 
paints the South not as a 
place of racist boogeymen, 
but as a complicated soci-
ety where defining good 
and bad requires a bit of 
context.

His family initially re-
fused to accept that 
Moochie had committed 
the murder. They stressed 
over his parole hearings. 
Bailey, who was just 9 
when Moochie, then 22, 
stabbed his victim, devel-
oped a severe stutter when 
his brother went away. 
Bailey describes his family 
as a “beautiful Black fam-
ily,” even though “none 
of us are quite sure what 
to do with the shame that 
comes with being so close-
ly associated with Ameri-
ca’s prison industrial com-
plex.” To that end, “My 
Brother Moochie” delves 
into a rarely explored side 
of the criminal justice sys-
tem: the families of the 
perpetrators. Can we em-
pathize with them?

They are often left, as 
Bailey’s family was, won-
dering how they might 
have contributed to their 
loved one’s misbehavior, 
what they could have done 

differently. That’s why 
Moochie’s mother attend-
ed the funeral of her son’s 
victim and prayed at the 
scene of the crime.

The Moochie whom Bai-
ley admired as a child was 
an older brother who stood 
up to their abusive father 
and whose checks from 
the Army helped to sustain 
the family after their par-
ents divorced. He was the 
man who told his younger 
siblings to stay away from 
drugs even as he grew mar-
ijuana.

Bailey’s mother, Eliza-
beth, was just 13 when her 
abusive, alcoholic father 
handed her over to be mar-
ried to the man who would 
become Bailey’s father. 
That man also would drink 
heavily and beat Elizabeth 
and Moochie, her first 
child. Bailey struggles to 
reconcile feelings of hatred 
for his father with a sense 
of how his father might 
have been affected by 
growing up in an era when 
lynchings were common.

After Moochie was sent 
to prison, Bailey and his 
older siblings went on to 
lead successful lives, hav-
ing been able to lean on 
one another for support. 
But these siblings were out 
of the house by the time 
Bailey’s three youngest 
brothers were coming up; 
they fell under the influ-
ence of the troubled foster 
children their mother took 
in.

As much as he knows 
that his brothers are more 
than their worst acts, “too 
often I’ve had to fight the 
tendency to hate them,” 
he writes. He describes 
being so angry after the 
girlfriend of his youngest 
brother, Jordan, was killed 

in a drive-by shooting in-
tended for Jordan himself, 
that he drove his brother to 
the police station, demand-
ing that he tell the cops 
everything he knew. “At 
that moment, I didn’t care 
about questionable police 
tactics, wanted no part of 
lectures about young Black 
men being railroaded or 
about the school-to-prison 
pipeline or talk of justice 
at all,” he writes.

“My Brother Moochie” is 
most powerful in moments 
like these, when Bailey 
adds layers of complexity 
to the views on race re-
flected in his journalism. 
He knew some good white 
people in the South who 
would be there for him at 
a moment’s notice. Yet the 
rise of President Trump 
offered Bailey a sobering 
reminder that racism still 
has this country in a choke-
hold. He was confronted 
by racist sentiments from 
white people he thought 
were friends. Just because 
white people loved him, 
he learned, it did not mean 
that they loved Black peo-
ple.

“Be a Black man or wom-
an and commit a grave sin, 
be defined as a monster,” 
he writes. “Be a rich white 
dude and commit many 
sins, be welcomed into the 
White House.”

Journalist revisits past after brother’s crime
Author tries to regain dignity in the 
face of murder, poverty and racism

 An illustration of 

Herbert and Issac 

J. Bailey

Illustration by Richard Allen An 

Issac J. Bailey
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SCHOOL MEETINGS:
n Miami Northwestern 

Class of 1968
2 p.m. every fourth Satur-

day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-218-6171 

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1973 

4 p.m. every third Sun-
day; location TBA; Info: 
Call 786-877-1176 or email 
msoguns@aol.com 

 
n Miami Carol City Class 

of 1968
4 p.m. every fourth Sun-

day to plan 50th reunion on 
Sept. 14-16; location TBA; 
Info: Call 305-494-6265 

n George Washington 
Carver High School Class 
of 1966

Noon every second Satur-
day; 1234 NW 79th St.; Info: 
Call 305-300-7630 

n Northwestern Class of 
1962

3 p.m. every second Sat-
urday, African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-
681-3330

n Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1967 

4-6 p.m. every third Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-333-7128

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1961

Noon every second Tues-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-696-
1154

n Miami Jackson Class of 
1971 

2:30 p.m. every first Satur-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-285-
2533

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1959

10:30 a.m. every third Sat-
urday; African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-897-
2646 

ASSOCIATION/CHAPTER 
MEETINGS:

n The Citizen Advisory 
Committee 

7 p.m. every second Thurs-
day to discuss general com-
munity issues; Northside Po-
lice Station; 799 NW 81st St.; 
Info: Call 786-512-3641

n Women on the Move, 
Inc. 

Every fourth Saturday for 
women 55 and older who are 
interested in traveling and 
networking; Location and 
time: TBA; Info: Call 305-934-
5122

n The Miami Central High 
Alumni Association 

7 p.m. every second and 
fourth Wednesday; Miami 
Central Senior High School li-
brary, 1781 NW 95th St.; Info: 
Call 305-370-4825

n The Miami-Dade Chap-
ter of Bethune-Cookman 
University 

6:30 p.m. every second 
Thursday; Omega Center, 
15600 NW 42nd Ave.

n The George Washing-
ton Carver Alumni Associ-
ation

12:30 p.m. every third 
Wednesday; Community 
Center in Coconut Grove, 220 
Florida Ave. (near US1); Info: 
Call 954-248-6946 

n Tennessee State Alum-
ni Association/ Miami-Dade 
Chapter 

9 a.m. every third Saturday; 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-336-4287 

n The Morris Brown Col-
lege Miami-Dade/Broward 
Alumni Association 

9:30 a.m. every third Sat-
urday; North Shore Medical 
Center, 100 NW 95th St., 
Room C; Info: Call 786-356-
4412

n Top Ladies of Distinc-
tion, Inc. 

10 a.m. every second Sat-
urday; African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-439-
5426.

CLASSES:
n Women in Transition of 

South Florida 
Class: Free computer les-

sons for women; time, date 
and location TBA; Info: Call 
786-477-8548 

n Inner City Children’s 
Touring Dance 

Class: Free introductory 
classical ballet workshops 
for girls ages 6-8 and 9-12; 
Time and date TBA; 1350 
N.W. 50th Street; Info: Call 
305-758-1577 or visit www.
childrendance.net 
 

OPPORTUNTIES:
n South Florida Tuske-

gee Alumni Club scholar-
ship:

Financial aid scholarships 
are currently be offered to 
returning and newly accept-
ed South Florida students at-
tending Tuskegee University. 
Please request applications 
by submitting your name and 
contact information to sftaca-
lumni@gmail.com by Jul.15.

The deadline for the Life-
style Calendar is Fridays at 
2 p.m.

LIFESTYLE
HAPPENINGS

COMPILED BY THE MIAMI TIMES STAFF    
EDITORIAL@MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM          

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
bookwormsez@yahoo.com

Oh, the things you’ve heard!
You’ve been told statements 

that aren’t true, and that made 
you sad. Myths kept you from 
your full potential. Tall tales 
were told to provoke you. 
And with the new book “I’m 
Still Here: Black Dignity in a 
World Made for Whiteness” 
by Austin Channing Brown, 
well, sit down. You’re about 
to get an eyeful.

“White people,” says 
Brown, “can be exhausting.”

They say racist things with-
out awareness. They’re racist, 
and pretend they’re not. For 
her, the problems begin when 
she’s introduced to some-
one who’s taken aback by 
her “white man’s name.” Her 
parents gave her the name as 
a leg-up, but it just confuses 
white people because, Brown 
says, some of them actually 
expect her “to be white.”

Her awareness of this was 
hard-earned: as a child, she 
says, she “had to learn what 
it really means to love Black-
ness.” She attended a “pre-
dominately white” grade 
school but her parents gave 
her a foundation of Black 
culture when she was young; 
still, when they divorced and 
moved apart, Brown felt awk-
ward in her mother’s all-Black 
neighborhood. It was a “cul-
ture shock” until she learned 
her way; later, she was further 
delighted by college instruc-
tors who were Black, and who 
opened her eyes wider.

But back to the “exhaust-
ed” part: Brown is tired of 
being an unofficial teacher 
for white people. It’s not up 

to her to explain, repeated-
ly, why touching someone’s 
hair without permission is 

offensive. It’s not her respon-
sibility to adjust to injustice 
at work. When white people 

worry about saying the wrong 
things, she’s tired of soothing 
their fears.

And yet – she’s heartened 
by white people who have 
“acknowledged the depth of 

our pain without making ex-
cuse for it.”  She’s glad for 

SEE BOOK 6C

Austin Channing Brown

Open your mind up to take in ‘I’m Still Here’
BOOK REVIEW
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MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM 1C

to the festival this year, after 
receiving a favorable recep-
tion from the crowd last year. 

Felix “Felixx” Thomp-
son, 24, is an Georgia-based 
crooner and actor, who has 
been generating buzz in the 
R&B world since 2016.  

“I grew up in church, so 
I have always had a strong 
love for rich harmonies,” said 
Thompson about his musical 
style, which is a mix of R&B 
and the popular trap sounds 

made famous by other fel-
low Georgia artists. He has 
amassed more than a million 
combined streams and down-
loads through platforms Spo-
tify and Apple Music. He 
recently was a contestant on 
Fox’s singing competition 
show, “The Four,” where he 
was complimented by judge 
Sean “Diddy” Combs for his 
energy and singing abilities. 

“I think it’s an amazing 
opportunity,” he said about 
coming back to the festival. 
“Miami has always showed 
me love, online and at shows. 
I want to come out and have 
a good time with the people.” 

The festival will have an 
area that features activities 
and special musical perfor-
mances for teens and kids. 

One sponsor of the festi-
val is Miami District 5 Com-
missioner Keon Hardemon. 
He said the event gives 
Overtown residents an op-
portunity to foster commu-
nity pride ands serves as a 
venue to strengthen the re-
lationship between the gov-
ernment and residents. 

“The goal of the Overtown 
Music and Arts Festival is 
to attract tens of thousands 
of people to the redevelop-
ment area,” he said,  “and to 
counter the narrative that 
Overtown is not a safe com-
munity that we can all live, 
work, and play in.”

IF YOU GO
What: Overtown Music 

Festival
When: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Saturday, July 14
Where: Miami’s Overtown 

Business and Entertainment 
District at Northwest Second 
and Third avenues between 
Northwest Eighth and 10th 
streets. 

Cost: Free and open to 
the public

CAESAR
CONTINUED FROM 1C 

love good gospel music and 
are fans. That is what bless-
es me, and I’m grateful for 
it.

MT: When you choose 
music, what are you look-
ing for in the lyrics?

SC: Not everyone can 
write a song for me be-
cause it is hard for me to 
sing someone else’s tes-
timony. I listen to hun-
dreds and hundreds of 
songs. When I choose a 
song, the message must 
be profound, and it must 
be a blessing to every lis-
tener – a mother, a father 
and young people. I sing a 
song called “No Charge” 
for young people with the 
lyric “When you add it all 
up the full cost of real love 
is no charge.” I also love to 
sing about current events. 
I have a song about Moth-
er Emanuel, the church 
where that young man 
went in while they were 
doing bible study, accept-
ed all their love, and as 
soon as they bowed their 
heads to pray, he shot 
them.

MT: Has social media 
helped gospel music?

SC: It has truly helped 
me because now they have 
all kinds of ways to get 
your songs and your mes-
sage out. My conference 
will be held on Aug. 4, and 
in past years, I’ve bought 
stamps for mailings, but 
now God has given us this 
multimedia way to get the 
message out. It is a bless-
ing.

 MT: There have been a 
few high-profile apparent 
suicides, the latest being 

Tina Turner’s son. Do you 
have message for those 
who feel lonely, downtrod-
den, and not sure what to 
do with their lives?

SC: I want to say to all of 
your readers that life is so 
precious. Many times, the 
enemy can bring things to 
your minds that say,“Kill 
yourself.” But once that 
happens, you can’t get 
life back. I think of all the 
people in hospitals doing 
everything they can to 
live. One tenth of a second 
above the ground is bet-
ter than a million under-
neath it. No matter how 
bad things are, they are 
not that bad. You have to 
know this too shall pass, 
and I’m going to come out 
of this and it will be better. 
I command you to live.

MT: You have been re-
cently praised by the Ur-
ban League and TV One 
as a leader and an unsung 
hero, how do you feel 
about that type of recog-
nition?

SC: I have received so 
many gifts from people all 
around the world. People 
in other countries made 
me a hat and a gown. I 
got plates from Bucking-
ham Palace! It is so excit-
ing. It lets me know how 
blessed I am that God has 
given me the chance to be 
alive and blessed me with 
Grammy Awards and all of 
it. I am excited!

Tickets are $39-$55 with 
$118 tickets for the JetBlue 
Flight Deck on the Club 
Level. Buy tickets online at 
BrowardCenter.org or Tick-
etmaster.com; by phone at 
954-462-0222 or the box 
office. The Broward Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts 
is located at 201 SW Fifth 
Ave., in Fort Lauderdale.

Photos courtesy of Erica Ferisso

A view of the Youth Zone stage before the celebration began at the 2017 show.

BOOK
CONTINUED FROM 5C

allies, and for people who ac-
cept responsibility for their 
own racism. She wants 
white people to learn “to 
listen, to pause so that peo-
ple of color can clearly ar-
ticulate” their disappoint-
ments and the repairs that 

are needed to heal.
Even then, says Brown, 

“the real work is yet to 
come.”

I wish you could see my 
copy of “I’m Still Here.”  
It’s littered with sticky 
flags and notes, reminders 
to explore, ideas to ponder, 
and thinking points. Those 
are the things this book 
demands, but they won’t 
come easy.

Brown admits that she’s 
“become very intimate with 
anger” and it shows. This 
book fairly seethes with it, 
for reasons large and small, 
the latter of which eventu-
ally become the former in 
her eyes. The anger serves 
to paint a wide swath of 
condemnation across an 
entire race - although lat-
er, Brown admits to quiet 
instances of hope, which is 

both surprising (vis-à-vis 
the anger) and compelling.

Readers of this book can, 
of course, be of any race, 
but you’ll need an open 
mind; if you don’t have 
that, not one word of “I’m 
Still Here” will mean a 
thing to you. On the other 
hand, if you don’t have an 
open mind, there are words 
in this book that maybe you 
need heard.
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AME Church Bishops pose 

with Black bankers and busi-

ness leaders after announc-

ing historic partnership.

Photos courtesy of Klarque Garrison/Trice Edney News Wire

Bishop 
Reginald 
Jackson, 
president, 
Council of AME 
Bishops 

Preston Pinkett, 
chairman, National 
Bankers Associa-
tion

AME churches 

and Black banks 

combine forces
Goal is to improve economic  

conditions, grow businesses

HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

TriceEdneyWire.com

 The African Methodist Episcopal 

Church has announced an innovative 

economic partnership with Black-

owned banks across the country. The 

partnership aims to be a catalyst to 

spur business development, home-

ownership and wealth in the Black 

community.

“We are now pleased to announce a 

partnership with the presidents of the 

19 Black banks in the United States, 

with the goal of increasing Black 

wealth,” said Bishop Reginald T. Jack-

son, president of the Council of AME 

Bishops. “This initiative will strength-

en Black banks across the United 

States and increase their capacity to 

lend to small businesses, to secure 

mortgages, to provide personal lines 

of credit, and to offer other forms of 

credit to AME churches and our mem-

bers. This, of course, includes enabling 

members and their families to become 

homeowners.”

The Black church has long led move-

ments for the spiritual, social and civic 

uplift of Black people. When the Rev-

erend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was 

assassinated on April 4, 1968, he had 

just launched the Poor People’s Move-

ment, which quickly fizzled after his 

death.
Bishop Jackson made the announce-

ment during a press conference held 

SEE AME 8D

The great civil rights movement led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  

and others has now morphed into a full-fledged movement  

for economic empowerment.”“
Michael Grant

BRIAN FALER
Politico

 
Republicans have quietly 

imposed a new tax on church-
es, synagogues and other 
nonprofits, a little-noticed 
and surprising change that 
could cost some groups tens 
of thousands of dollars.

Their recent tax-code re-
write requires churches, hos-
pitals, colleges, orchestras 
and other historically tax-ex-
empt organizations to begin 
paying a 21 percent tax on 
some types of fringe benefits 
they provide their employees.

That could force thousands 
of groups that have long had 
little contact with the IRS to 
suddenly begin filing returns 
and paying taxes for the first 
time.

Many organizations are 
stunned to learn of the tax — 
part of a broader Republican 
effort to strip the code of tax 
breaks for employee benefits 

like parking and meals — and 
say it will be a significant fi-
nancial and administrative 
burden.

It also means political 
peril for lawmakers, many 
of whom were surely un-
aware of the provision when 
they approved the tax plan. 
Churches’ tax-exempt status, 
in particular, has long been 
considered sacrosanct and 
Republicans are relying on 
the faithful to back them in 
the November elections.

By signing up you agree to 
receive email newsletters or 
alerts from POLITICO. You 
can unsubscribe at any time.

Though many organiza-
tions are still unaware of the 
tax, more than 600 churches 
and other groups have al-
ready signed a petition de-
manding it be repealed.

“There’s going to be huge 
headaches,” said Galen Carey, 
vice president of government 

SEE LAW 8D

New Republican levies hit churches
Some nonprofits face pressure, could 
start paying taxes for the first time

Photo via trinitychurch.tv 

Trinity Church in Miami has 51-200 employees, according to Linkedin. It is one of several churches in 
Miami-Dade County that could be affected by the Trump Administration’s new federal tax plan.
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■ Gospel Arena International 
Ministry: The 15th annual 
Community Day will offer free 
health screenings, free food and 
drinks, back-to-school giveaways 
and food ministry 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
on July 28. Call 786-953-8583.

■ Temple Emanu-El: 
Upcoming events: Rosh Chodesh 

Shabbat Dinner 7 p.m. on July 13; 
Erev Tisha B’av 7:30 p.m. on July 
21; and Va’etchanan Shabbat 
Nachamu 7:30 p.m. on July 
28. Call 305-538-2503. 

 
■ The Writers Group of 

South Florida: A Conversation 
on Using Faith in God, Motivation 
and Inspiration to Overcome 

Life’s Challenges 6:30 p.m.- 8 
p.m. at the Old Dillard Museum 
on July 11. Email ralphhogges@
bellsouth.net.

■ The Kingdom Agenda 
Ministries Inc.: Free counseling, 
tutoring, health screenings and 
messages of services are being 
offered by Senior Pastor Felicia 

Hamilton-Parramore; Call 954-
707-3274.

■ Gathering All Parents to 
Prayer: Prayer for youth; noon 
every third Saturday; 835 NW 
119th St.; Call Apostle Thelma 
Knowles at 305-332-1736.

■ Greater New Bethel Baptist 
Church: Provides behavioral 
health, intervention and treatment 
services for Black men at risk 
for HIV or substance abuse 
disorders. Call 305-627-0396.

■ Sistah to Sistah 
Connection: Women’s 
empowerment meeting; 10 a.m. 
– noon every second and fourth 
Saturday; Parkway Professional 
Building in Miramar. Call 954-260-
9348.

■ The Elks Historical 
Business and Conference 
Center: Gospel Kickback with 
entertainment and fi ne dining; 
noon - 6 p.m. every Sunday. Call 
305-224-1890.

■ Metropolitan AME Church: 
Food and clothing giveaway 
every second Saturday. Call 786-
277-4150.

■ Zion Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church: Food and 
clothing distribution; 4 p.m. every 
Wednesday. Call 786-541-3687.

■ First Haitian Church of 
God: Food drive; 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. every Saturday. Call 786-
362-1804.

■ New Day N Christ 
Deliverance Ministry: Free mind, 

body and soul self-improvement 
and Zumba fi tness classes. Call 
305-691-0018.

■ Florida Independent 
Restoration Ministries: Prayer 
for families dealing with drugs and 
alcohol. Call 800-208-2924 ext. 
102 or prayer line, ext. 104.

■ Bethany Seventh Day 
Adventist Church: Bereavement 
sharing groups; 3-4 p.m. every 
second Sunday. Call 305-634-
2993.

■ MEC Ministries: Provides 
healing services; 7:30 p.m. every 
fourth Friday. Call 305-693-1534.

The deadline for the Faith 
Calendar is on or before 2 p.m. 
Mondays.

Photos courtesy of Bar Images

 5000 Role Models of Excellence Joshua Merresier; Vickensly Henry; Shawn 
Cothiere; Maikel Cummings; Jason Dorvil; Jabari Farrington; Semaj Jean-Louis: Jer-
main Louis Jean; Olivier Morin; Lanny Pierre; Ennio Yapoor, Sadrack Myrtil; Eddie 
Dennis; and Lutherson Everett sort through boxes of personal items.

Miami Times Staff Report

Hearing real life stories 
motivated third to � fth-grade 
boys at Natural Bridge Ele-
mentary school to make a dif-
ference.

The students participat-
ing in the 5000 Role Models 
of Excellence chapter at the 
North Miami school heard 
“real life” stories of men who 
have beaten the odds.

The students listened 
on May 16 as an ath-
lete-turned-entrepreneur 
talked about staying motivat-
ed.

The conversation came 
from a former arena football 
player Dennis Brown II,  who 
is now a � tness model and 
businessman.

He explained to the boys the 
importance of making good 
choices, learning from their 
mistakes and the importance 
of helping others.

Brown’s speech gave the 
young men a “real feel for 
what the possibilities in life 
can give them,” said Role 
Model mentor, Byron Rogers. 

It led to further talks and 
meetings about how the 
group could help the commu-
nity. 

The boys and their adult 
mentors, Rogers, Geary 
Rutherford and  Christopher 
Criscuolo decided to work 
together on a community ser-
vice project for the homeless. 

The Role Models made 
signs and � iers asking for do-
nations of personal items.

Other students and sta�  
of Natural Bridge brought in 
bags and boxes of personal 
toiletries for the project. 

The boys collected items 
such as shaving cream, soap, 
shampoo, combs, brushes, sun 

protection items and socks. 
On June 5, Bo Hall, a Miami 

Beach homeless liaison, and 
representatives from the Mi-
ami Rescue Mission came to 
Natural Bridge to have a dis-
cussion about the homeless 
population and the need to 
� nd a cure. 

At the end of the meeting, 

the Role Models presented 
the representatives with more 
than 84 individual bags of toi-
letries and socks in addition 
to cases of extra soap, tooth-
paste and shampoos. 

“The mentors are very 
proud of the young men for 
their follow through with this 
large project,” said Rogers.

Little Role Models stand 
up tall for the homeless 
Elementary students fi nd a way to help the community 

The Natural Bridge Elementary School chapter of 
the 5000 Role Models prepare bags of personal items 
for the homeless.

Photos courtesy of Bar Image

Role models show off bags of personal items that 
they collected. 

CATHOLIC
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Rev. Alexander Ekechukwu, CSSp
1301 NW 71 Street • 305-691-1701 

BAPTIST
New Philadelphia Baptist Church

Pastor Rickie K. Robinson Sr.
1113 NW 79th Street • 305-505-0400

Greater Harvest Baptist Church
Rev. Kenneth McGee

2310 NW 58th Street • 786-717-5818

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
New Christ Tabernacle Church

Rev. Harold Harsh
1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Walking in Christ M.B. Church
Rev. Larry Robbins, Sr.

3530 NW 214th Street • 305-430-0443

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church

Elder William Walker
5895 NW 23rd Avenue • 305-635-3866

New Christ Tabernacle M.B. Church
Rev. Harold Marsh

1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Valley Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Elder Johnnie Robinson

1395 NW 69th Street • 305-835-8316

New Mount Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Bernard E. Lang, Pastor/Teacher
7103 NW 22 Avenue • 954-433-2028

Second Canaan 
Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Jeffrey L. Mack, Pastor

4343 NW 17 Avenue 305-638-1789

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Van Gaskins, Jr., Pastor/Teacher
7510 NW 15th Avenue • 305-418-0012

True Faith Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John M. Fair

1890 NW 47th Terrace • 786-262-6841

The Kingdom Agenda Worship Center
Prophetess Felicia Hamilton-Parramore

630 Sharar Avenue • 954-707-3274

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church

Rev. Michael H. Clark, Jr., Senior Pastor
1778 NW 69th Street • 305-696-4201 

New Resurrection Community Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony A. Tate

2167 NW 64th Street • 305-342-7426 

PENTECOSTAL
New Faith Deliverance Center COGIC

Pastor Dr. Willie Gaines
3257 NW 7th Avenue Circle • 305-335-4389

New Life Christian Center
Rev. Bruce Payne

5726 Washington Street • 786-536-9039 

MORAVIAN CHURCH
New Hope Moravian Church

Pastor Gregorio Moody
6001 SW 127th Avenue • 305-273-4047

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ at Coconut Grove

Minister William D. Maddox
3345 Douglas Road • 305-448-0504

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Revival Tabernacle Assembly of God 

Pastor Leonard Shaw
2085 NW 97th Street • 305-693-1356

NON DENOMINATION
Lively Stone Church of Miami

Pastor David Doriscar
8025 NW Miami Court 754-400-0899

CHURCH Listings

AME
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during the 2018 Council of 
Bishops and General Board 
Meeting in Atlanta, June 26. 
The speci� c details of a mem-
orandum of understanding are 
being formulated and will be 
announced this summer. But 
the goals are as follows:

· Increase deposits and loans 
with Black banks;

· Increase Black homeown-
ership to more than 50 percent 
nationwide. This means 2 mil-
lion more Black homeowners 
than now exist; and

· Grow the number of Black 
businesses from 2.6 million 
to 4 million and total gross 
receipts from an average of 
$72,500 to $150,000.

“The spirit in which you all 
have shared the commitment 
to the community, to the banks 
and to what we can do togeth-
er is outstanding,” said Pres-
ton Pinkett III, chairman and 
CEO of the City National Bank 
of New Jersey and chairman 
of the National Bankers Asso-
ciation. “Thank you for your 
willingness to step outside of 
the norm to do something that 
I would say is extraordinary 
here in America and extraor-
dinary in the world.”

Pinkett says the church-
bank partnerships are already 
beginning around the nation. 

“It is safe to say that this 
kind of commitment; this 
kind of demonstration will go 
a long way in supporting our 
banks and the banks to be able 
to support the community…

With God’s blessings, we will 
accomplish great things,” Pin-
kett said.

Banker and bishops packed 
into a meeting room in a 
downtown Atlanta hotel. 
Jackson was surrounded by 
all 20 Bishops of the 231-year-
old denomination as well as 
supporters of the movement. 
They included principals of 
the growing economic move-
ment, Black Wealth 2020, 
which Jackson credited as in-
spiration for the idea.

Black Wealth 2020 is an 
economic blueprint for Black 
America formed in Washing-
ton, D.C. in 2015.

Michael Grant, one of the 
founders of Black Wealth 
2020, presided at the press 
conference. He connected the 
new partnership directly with 
the movement begun by King.

“The great civil rights move-
ment led by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and others has now 
morphed into a full-� edged 
movement for economic em-
powerment,” Grant said. “The 
o� spring of African slaves 
and their unrewarded labor 
have catapulted a small Colo-
nial outpost into the greatest 
industrial giant the world has 
ever known. Now, as a people, 
we are turning our e� orts to-
ward our own enrichment. 
We must now create those 
economic opportunities for 
ourselves.”

Opening the press con-
ference, Grant underscored 
the historicity of the mo-
ment. “For those of you who 
are students of history, you 
would not be surprised that 
the Church of Richard Allen 

would be leading an e� ort to 
close the wealth gap across 
the United States of Ameri-
ca.” Allen, among America’s 
most in� uential Black lead-
ers, founded the AME church 
in 1794. It was the � rst inde-
pendent Black denomination 
in the U. S. “And we do this 
with malice towards none,” 
stressed Grant.

Bishop James L. Davis, of 
the Second Episcopal Dis-
trict, likened the partnership 
to a marriage – a marriage 
between a church and its 
community. “It is a marriage 
that says a church that is con-
cerned about its people, con-
cerned about the good and the 
bad, all of the things our peo-
ple have had to go through.”

The prophetic voices of 
Black church leaders not only 
articulate ideas, but strategies.

“In the next decade in the 
global church and in the AME 
church and in Black banking, 
we will see both evolution 
and revolution. Banks must 
reinvent themselves, not just 
to respond to the pressures 
of the day, but to be � exible 
enough to adapt to the world 
of tomorrow. The ecclesia, the 
church, must also evolve its 
business knowledge, educa-
tional platform, and its mis-
sional thrust without losing 
its stance in the Word of God,” 
said General Board Chair 
Bishop Vashti Murphy Mcken-
zie. “Both of our institutions 
are dealing with increasing 
assertive governmental intru-
sion, higher membership and 
customer demands along with 
increasing change in the wid-
er world.”

LAW
CONTINUED FROM 7D

relations at the National As-
sociation of Evangelicals, an 
umbrella group of evangeli-
cal Christian organizations. 
“The cost of compliance, 
especially for churches that 
have small sta� s or maybe 
volunteer accountants and 
bookkeepers — we don’t 

need this kind of hassle.”
The Jewish Federations 

of North America is look-
ing at a new $75,000 tax 
bill this year because of the 
change.

“A lot of people are just 
� nding out about it and the 
more people � nd out about 
it, the more pressure there 
will be on Treasury and 
Congress to either delay 
implementation or consid-
er changing this,” said Ste-

ven Woolf, senior tax poli-
cy counsel for the group.

At least one Republican 
lawmaker is now proposing 
to rescind the tax, though 
House Ways and Means 
Chairman Kevin Brady — 
one of the architects of the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act — is 
defending the provision.

It will simplify the code 
when it comes to how work-
ers are compensated, Brady 
said through a spokesman.

COMPILED BY THE MIAMI TIMES STAFF | EDITORIAL@MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM          
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Miami Times Staff Report

The newly named dean of 
the University of Miami’s 
Miller School of Medicine 
Dr. Henri Ford was among 
a group hosted at the Black 
Archives History & Research 
Foundation of South Florida 
last month.

On Thursday, June 28, a 
group including several pi-
oneers in Black medicine, 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
administration, the Jackson 
Centennial Committee and 
Black Archives board mem-
bers toured the exhibit, “The 
Evolution of Miami-Dade’s 
Black Health Care Communi-
ty (1896-2018) in Parallel with 
that of Jackson Hospital’s 
Centennial (1918-2018),” cu-
rated by The Black Archives. 
The exhibit, which ran from 
May 20 to June 30, chronicled 
significant moments in Mi-
ami’s Black medical history 
and highlighted several local 
Black firsts in the field. 

One such historic first is 
Ford’s appointment as the 
first Haitian-American dean 
of the University of Miami’s 
School of Medicine, making 
him the first person of Afri-
can descent to serve in that 
position. Ford, along with 
pioneer medical profession-
als Drs. George Simpson and 
James Bridges, and nurse 

Thelma Gibson walked the 
exhibit and shared stories of 
their individual journeys.

Timothy A. Barber, the 
Black Archives’ executive di-
rector, found the experience 
to be a humbling one.

“As a lover of history, I am 
honored to be among these 
living legends,” Barber said. 
“We were able to research the 
historic moments included in 
the exhibit within the Black 
Archives archival holdings.  

However, to actually hear the 
personal accounts of struggle 
and triumph from the people 
who lived it, is a true bless-
ing.”

The Black Archives was 
founded in 1977 with a mis-
sion to collect, preserve and 

disseminate the history and 
culture of Black South Flori-
da from 1896 to the present. 
In 2014, the organization relo-
cated from the Joseph Caleb 
Center to the Historic Lyric 
Theater in Overtown.

“We were excited to pres-

ent this exhibit on Blacks in 
health care as the first exhibit 
since receiving our endow-
ment seed funding from Mr. 
Garth C. Reeves Sr.,” said Ka-
mila Pritchett, Operations & 
Programming manager. “We 
are hoping that this exhibit, 

along with the wealth of his-
tory held in the archives, will 
inspire the community to join 
Mr. Reeves in his support the 
Black Archives, so that we 
may continue to fulfill our 
mission and keep stories like 
these alive.”

Photo courtesy of the Black Archives 

L-R: Timothy A. Barber, Black Archives executive director; Patricia J. Braynon, Black Archives board chair; 
Dr. Henri Ford,  dean of University of Miami’s Miller School of Medicine; Don Steigman, executive vice presi-
dent & COO of Jackson Health System; Edwin O’dell, Corporate director of Communication and Partnerships 
at Jackson Health System; and Humberto F. Ocaño, external communications at Jackson Health System at an 
exhibit about Black medicine in South Florida.

Living legends met the new guard, 
UM’s Dr. Henri Ford, at Black Archives

We were excited to 
present this exhibit on 
Blacks in health care 

as the first exhibit 
since receiving our 

endowment seed fund-
ing from Mr. Garth C. 

Reeves Sr.”

Kamila Pritchett
Black Archives Operations 

and Programming Manager

EXHIBIT ON BLACK 
MEDICINE CLOSES

“
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The Children’s Trust

It’s a summer pastime for 
many: gathering relatives 
near and far to barbecue or 
picnic, reconnect and catch 
up. Together-time across 
generations is not only for 
sharing stories of growing 
up, but also for teaching 
children the value of family. 

“When you’re a kid, 
you think you’re the most 
important people out there 
and that the world revolves 
around you,” says A.J. Jacobs, 
author of “It’s All Relative: 
Adventures Up and Down 
the World’s Family Tree.” 

“[A family reunion] is just 
one way to show [children 
that] no, you are part of this 
massive world. You are just 
one link in the chain.”

Research finds that 
children who know 
about their ancestors’ 
lives are more stable and 
secure and show greater 
resilience when faced 
with adversity. According 
to a study conducted at 
Emory University, the more 
children knew about their 
family history, the higher 
their self-esteem and the 
better able they were to deal 
with the effects of stress. 

The opportunity to 
strengthen family ties and 
educate your kids about 
their roots and the roles 
their relatives – past and 
present – play in their lives 
is priceless. 

PLAN AHEAD
The number of your 

extended family members 
and their distant locales 
will dictate how far in 
advance you’ll need 
to reserve a space and 

make travel and lodging 
arrangements. Deciding 
upon the location can 
also be a time-consuming 
effort, depending on the 
number of people weighing 
in. Once everyone (or 
mostly everyone!) agrees, 
choosing a theme can help 
structure the reunion, 
whether it’s a backyard 
barbecue, commemoration 
of a milestone, sporting 
tradition or celebration of 
heritage.

CLOSE THE GAP
Making connections plays 

a big part in the success of a 
family reunion. Do younger 
and older generations 
know each other? Mix it 
up so everyone’s engaged 
and actively involved in 
sharing tales and traditions. 
“Our identity as a family 
is shaped by our stories,” 
says Jennifer Crichton, 
author of “Family Reunions: 
Everything You Need to 
Know to Plan Unforgettable 
Get-Togethers.” “What do 
we choose to tell about 
ourselves, what do we 
embellish and what do we 
leave out? These stories 
mark the distinctions that 
characterize your family as 
different and special.” 

DIG DEEPER
Certain tales may already 

be family folklore, but there 
may be many narratives still 
unknown to the majority 

of people present. Does 
everyone know how your 
ancestors came to live in 
America and what hardships 
they had to overcome to 
assimilate? “These stories 
personalize the immigration 
experience in ways that 
make it [unique] to your 
family,” notes Crichton. 
And they provide important 
life lessons for the younger 
generation, too.

MAKE MEMORIES
Take advantage of fun, 

family activities that also 
provide kids with teachable 
moments. A game of Trivial 
Pursuit-like questions, 
inspired by your family 
history and events, can be 
a lively and eye-opening 
competition. Getting 
everyone to collaborate on a 
painting of your family tree 
opens up the opportunity 
for questions and answers, 
as does a treasure hunt 
based on little-known facts 
about your genealogy. Or 
consider a craft project 
that brings together the 
young and young-at-
heart. “Children of all 
ages can work together 
to make a family ‘quilt’ 
by each decorating a 
paper square depicting a 
family memory,” suggests 
Barbara E. Brown, co-
author of “Family Reunion 
Handbook: A Complete 
Guide for Reunion 
Planners.” “Learning to 
keep family history alive 
can be important in helping 
children understand 
and take pride in the 
accomplishments of the 
family.” Long after the 
reunion is over, happy 
memories will be the ties 
that bind.

   

Family reunions
They bring together kith and kin 
to create long-lasting memories 

Monkey Business/stock.adobe.com

HBCU alumni 
keep tradition

Photos courtesy of Gregory Reed

Different hues of pride colored Rolling Oaks 

Park in Miami Gardens on Saturday, July 7.

Dozens of patrons gathered for the 

fourth annual South Florida HBCU Picnic. Historically 

Black colleges and universities alumni and Greek 

letter organization members were dressed in school 

colors and celebrated their traditions.
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When Newell Tucker 
was a teenager, he was ada-
mantly against following in 
his father and grandfather’s 
footsteps; but today, the 
58-year-old pastor has 40 
years of preaching under his 
belt.

Born and raised in the 
Hollywood, Florida neigh-
borhood known as Liberia, 
the third-generation clergy-

man said he saw the burden 
and pain that ministry some-
times caused his father and 
wanted no parts of it.

“I said to my father when 
I was 14 to 16 years old that 
I would not preach, and I 
was adamant about it. Then 
at the age of 18, there was 
a certain type of urge that 
said that I have to, and I 
must preach; and I couldn’t 
really understand what was 
happening to me,” Tucker 
said.

When his father, Rever-
end Tommy Newell Tucker, 
told him God was calling 
him to the ministry, Tucker 
relented.

“When God called me to 
preach, He called me to get 
folks ready for His return, 
and I want people to love 
His appearance. I’m hap-
py I did accept the calling 
to ministry of preaching 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and I’m still preaching the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ,”             

Tucker said.
In October, Tucker will 

celebrate his 20th Pastoral 
Anniversary at Gethsemane 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
located at 5212 Pembroke 
Road in Hollywood. The 
church will also host its 
78th anniversary on the 
third Sunday in July and a 
Mortgage Burning Cere-
mony on Sept. 30. They are 
milestones for which Tuck-
er said he is very grateful.

“I succeeded Reverend 
I.S. Clark. He was the first 
pastor of Gethsemane, and 
I am (only) the second pas-
tor of Gethsemane. Geth-
semane has been around 
for 78 years, and we will 
be debt-free. Hallelujah,” 
Tucker exclaimed.

Tucker is also a big family 

man. He and his wife Ber-
linda have been married for 
36 years. They have seven 
children, 25 grandchildren 
and three great-grandchil-
dren – all into whom Tuck-
er instills the importance of 
following Christ.

He said his favorite scrip-
ture is Romans 10:9 because 
it provides the blueprint to 
salvation.

“I want them to know sal-
vation is free for everyone. 
I preach Jesus and Him cru-
cified because I know when 
Christ returns, He’s com-
ing for baptized believers,” 
Tucker said.

In addition to pastoring 
Gethsemane, Tucker works 
as a substitute teacher and 
is the founder of the Unity 
Pastors of West Park.

“In 2009, the Lord laid on 
my heart and put this vision 
in my spirit … I asked four 
other pastors to come in 
and have community reviv-
al start at the beginning of 
each year,” Tucker said.

Today, Tucker said there 
are about 15 pastors in the 
organization who use their 
influence and network to 
host various services and 
give back.

“We use the proceeds to 
give scholarships to stu-
dents making preparation 
for higher learning. July 30 
through Aug. 3, we’re having 
the Unity Pastor’s Summer 
Reunion Revival bringing 
pastors back that grew up 

or attended church in Carv-
er Ranches. We’re having a 
Back to School Explosion 
and giving out school sup-
plies, book bags and four 
scholarships,” Tucker said.

As a church, Gethsemane 
gives back by hosting a 
“Hot Holy Breakfast” for 
the homeless every Sunday 
after 7:30 a.m. worship ser-
vice. They also have Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m. and an-
other worship service at 11 
a.m. 

On Tuesdays, Gethse-
mane hosts prayer meeting 
and bible study at 7:30 p.m.; 
Mission and Laymen Minis-
try meetings for women and 
men to gather at 7 p.m. on 
Thursdays; and Youth Min-
istry from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
on Saturdays. 

For Tucker, they are all 
ways to further the message 
of Christ.

“I just love the people of 
God and I just want them 
to know the importance of 
being ready for the return 
of Christ,”Tucker said. “I’m 
very adamant about mak-
ing sure the people would 
hear the message I preach. 
Jesus is coming back – and 
whether you leave here 
when you’re young, middle-
aged-or old – there is life af-
ter death.”

Do you know of a spiritu-
al leader who should be fea-
tured in this column? Email 
Isheka at ishekah@gmail.
com.

Pastor
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Pastor Newell Tucker

He is a salvation preacher who loves people and God 

CHURCH DIRECTORY

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.  — Romans 8:28

Apostolic 
Revival Center

Services

305-836-1224

Wed. Intercessory Prayer 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Morning Service 11 a.m.
Sun.-Eve. Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Fri. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

6702 N.W. 15th Avenue

Rev. Dr. Gilbert 
S. Smith 

Jordan Grove Missionary
Baptist Church

Services
Early Worship   7 a.m.
Sunday School  9 a.m.

NBC  10:05 a.m.
Worship   11 a.m. 
Worship   4 p.m.

Mission and Bible 

5946 N.W. 12th Avenue

 Pastor Douglas 
Cook, Sr.

Liberty City  
Church of Christ

Services

305-836-4555

Sunday Morning 8 a.m.
Sunday School  10 a.m.
Sunday Evening 5 p.m.

Tue. Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Fellowship 10 a.m.

1263 N.W. 67th Street

Evangelist 
Eric W. Doss

New Vision For 
Christ Ministries

Services

305-899-7224

Early Sunday Worship  7:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...6 p.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

13650 N.E. 10th Avenue

Rev. Michael 
D. Screen

Brownsville 
Church of Christ

Services

305-634-4850

Lord Day Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 7:30pm

Thurs. Morn. Bible Class 10 a.m.

4561 N.W. 33rd Court

Min. Harrell 
L. Henton

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church

Services

305-691-8861

Sunday 7:30 and 11 a.m. 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m    Sunday School
Tuesday   7 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m   Prayer Meeting

1470 N.W. 87th Street

Rev. Dr. C.A. 
Ivery, Pastor

Hosanna Community 
Baptist Church

Services

305-637-4404

Sunday School  8:30 a.m.
Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Study,  
Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry 
Mon.-Fri. 2-6:30 p.m.

2171 N.W. 56th Street

Rev. Charles 
Lee Dinkins

93rd Street Community
Missionary Baptist Church

Services

305-836-0942

7:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
11 a.m. ..Morning Worship

Evening Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday  6 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Website: cmbc.org

2330 N.W. 93rd Street

Pastor Rev. 
Carl Johnson

New Birth Baptist Church,  
The Cathedral of Faith International 

Services
Sunday Worship 7 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday (Bible Study) 6:45p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
10:45 a.m.

1 (800) 254-NBBC
305-685-3700 

Fax: 305-685-0705
www.newbirthbaptistmiami.org

2300 N.W. 135th Street
Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher

Pembroke Park Church of Christ

Services
SUNDAY
Bible Study  9 a.m.
Morning Worship. 10 a.m.
Evening Worship  6 p.m.

TUESDAY
Bible Study  10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

www.PembrokeParkChurchOfChrist.comMinister Kevin 
D. Jones, Sr

954-962-9327
305-751-9323 3707 S.W. 56th Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33023

TEKE WIGGIN
HuffPost

When lifelong civil rights 
activist Louise Brown took 
the mic at a Washington, D.C., 
rally on Saturday, she had a 
stark message for the thou-
sands of people assembled 
before her to protest poverty.

“I’m 83 years old, and 
only the strong survive,” she 
shouted. 

In a call to arms, she re-
counted how she and 11 col-
leagues led a successful hos-
pital workers’ strike for better 
pay and treatment in 1969. The 
strike was championed by the 
Poor People’s Campaign, an 
economic justice movement 
founded by the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. shortly before 
his assassination.

The rally was the culmina-
tion of a six-week civil dis-
obedience initiative designed 
to rekindle the movement, 
now named the Poor People’s 
Campaign: A National Call for 
Moral Revival.

Weeks of protests, teach-
ins, cultural events and reli-
gious services have stitched 
together many social justice 
groups and agendas, laying 
the groundwork for a massive 
mobilization of low-income 
voters, organizers said. But 
the campaign has struggled 
to compete for headlines with 

the roller coaster of Donald 
Trump’s administration.

Thousands of people ral-
lied in the National Mall and 
marched on the Capitol for 
the event, capping a wave of 
civil disobedience that swept 
more than 30 states and re-
sulted in the arrests of over 
2,000 activists, according to 
organizers.  

“This is your graduation 
service,” the Rev. William Bar-
ber, who co-chairs the Poor 
People’s Campaign with the 
Rev. Liz Theoharis, told the 
crowd. “And now it’s time to 
go to work.”

The Poor People’s Cam-
paign is unfolding against a 
backdrop of soaring inequal-
ity. The U.S. has the highest 
youth poverty rate among Or-
ganization for Economic Co-
operation and Development 
member nations and the high-
est incarceration rate in the 
world, despite laying claim 
to more than a quarter of the 
world’s billionaires, according 
to a recent United Nations re-
port. 

Last year’s tax cuts “over-
whelmingly benefited the 
wealthy and worsened in-
equality,” while the policies 
pursued by the Trump admin-
istration “seem deliberate-
ly designed to remove basic 
protections from the poorest,” 
the report said.  

King helped found the Poor 
People’s Campaign in 1967 “to 
expand the Civil Rights Move-
ment’s agenda to include an 
explicit focus on promoting 
multiracial economic justice,” 
Reuel Schiller, a legal histori-
an at the University of Cali-
fornia Hastings College of the 
Law, wrote in a recent essay.

The campaign sought relief 
for the poor, including a guar-
anteed minimum income, a 
massive federal jobs program 
and millions of low-income 
housing units. To press its de-
mands after King’s assassina-
tion in April 1968, the move-
ment set up a protest camp 
in the National Mall and later 

backed other struggles, in-
cluding the hospital workers’ 
strike. But the campaign failed 
to win a massive expansion to 
the social safety net.

“The lesson of 1968 was how 
incredibly hard that was, and I 
don’t know if it’s become any 
easier,” Schiller said in an in-
terview with HuffPost.

The revived campaign dif-
fers strategically from its pre-
decessor.

Faced with a federal govern-
ment unlikely to take on new 
social programs, it focuses 
more on wins at state and lo-
cal levels, such as higher min-
imum wages and expanded 
Medicaid. 

The campaign also has 
sought to link an even broader 
array of issues than King did — 
bundled under the categories 
of systemic racism, poverty 
and inequality, ecological dev-
astation and the war economy. 
Its demands are consequently 
more expansive than King’s — 
100 percent renewable energy, 
gender identity equality, free 
public college tuition, an end 
to racist gerrymandering and 
statehood for Washington, 
D.C, among many others. 

“We reject that we have to 
choose between advocating 
for voting rights and housing 
rights and living wages and 
an end to war,” Theoharis de-

clared at the rally. “We know 
we need a movement to unite 
us all together.” 

Jeff Brummer, a member of 
Veterans for Peace, traveled 
from Boston to D.C. for the 
rally. During the campaign, 
he said, he spent the night in 
a Boston park encampment 
to highlight the link between 
poverty and war.

He said he thinks that some 
of the hundreds of billions in 
military spending each year 
should go to social programs 
instead.

Schiller wondered if the 
campaign’s focus on many dif-
ferent issues might have dilut-
ed its short-term impact. But 
the strategy succeeded in ce-
menting a wide-ranging net-
work of activist groups that 
can build power for the poor, 
many participants said. 

In Arkansas the initiative 
fostered ties between Chris-
tian, Buddhist, Muslim and 
Jewish leaders, as well as im-
migrant rights and criminal 
justice groups, said Solomon 
Burchfield, who helps head 
the Arkansas chapter of the 
campaign. 

He was arrested while occu-
pying the Arkansas Supreme 
Court to protest voter ID laws 
that disproportionately affect 
people of color, he said. 

“I work at a homeless cen-
ter, and I know hundreds of 
people who are American cit-
izens,” he said. “They should 
be able to vote, but they don’t 
have IDs.” 

Poor People’s Campaign sees revival in Trump era
50-year-old anti-poverty movement 
gets a push to win back America

From left: The Reverend William Barber, 
the Reverend Liz Theoharis and the Rever-
end Jesse Jackson at a Poor People’s Cam-
paign rally in Washington near the start 
of its six-week initiative on May 21.

Jonathan Ernst / Reuters

Newell Tucker prepares the 
world for the return of Christ

Life Touch 

Pastor Newell Tucker and 
his wife, Berlinda Tucker 
head the first family of Geth-
semane Missionary Baptist 
Church in West Park.

When God called me 
to preach, He called 
me to get folks ready 
for His return and I 

want people to love His 
appearance. I’m happy 
I did accept the calling 
to ministry of preach-

ing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and I’m still 

preaching the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.”

“
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Allen and Shaw
DR. JUANITA “TERRY” 

CONWARD, 76, 
retired executive 
director of Dade 
E m p l o y m e n t 
and Economic 
Deve lopmen t 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
(DEECO), died 
July 5 at Baptist Hospital. 
Memorial service 12 p.m., 
Thursday at New Jerusalem 
Primitive Baptist Church.

GONE 
BUT NOT 

FORGOTTEN?
Have you forgotten 
so soon about your 

departed loved one? 
Keep them in your 
memory with an in 

memoriam or a happy 
birthday remembrances
in our obituary section.

305-694-6225
The Miami Times

Eric L. Wilson
JIMEL COFER, 65, 

entrepreneur, died June 30. 
Services were held.

CARMEN PENA’ RIVERA, 
82, homemaker, died July 5. 
Services were held.

MENDELL BUTLER-
LEBEL, 17, student, died July 
2. Service 11 a.m., Saturday 
at Gethsemane Missionary 
Baptist Church, Hollywood, FL.

Grace
CLARESE  RENEE  

J O H N S O N ,  
56, security 
s p e c i a l i s t , 
died July 7. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
St. Matthews 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.  

MAMIE LEE HARVEY, 83, 
retired nurse, 
died July 1. 
Service 10 a.m., 
Friday at Jesus 
Is Lord Worship 
Center.

M. A. Hall 
WILLARENE DUKES, 

59, financial 
counselor, died 
July 3.  Service 
Saturday, July 
21 in Camillus, 
GA.

 

HOWARD MORGAN, 60, 
heavy equipment operator, died 
June 22.  Final rites in Kingston, 
Jamica.

Paradise
JAMES LEWIS MARSHALL, 

87, died June 
30 at Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
C o m m u n i t y 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 10 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Second Baptist 
Church. 

YVONNE SCRIVENS  BELL, 
48, died July 8 
at U.M. Hospital. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at St. 
John Historical 
A.M.E. Church. 

LIONEL DEAN, 31, died July 
1 at Jackson South Community 
Hospital. Service 2 p.m., 
Saturday in the chapel.

Eternal Rest
SISTER PAULINE 

J A C Q U L I N E 
ROSS DAVIS, 
89, musician, 
died June 28 
at University of 
Miami Hospital. 
She was the 
musician for 
several church choirs and male 
chorus in Miami-Dade County. 
She was known as one of 
Miami’s best musician. Known 
for her piano musical talent 
and singing of the gospel. 
She started her career as the 
musician at Friendship M.B. 
Church, under the leadership 
of the late Pastor John I. Ross 
(Seaboard Association). She 
served as musician for years 
for many church denominations 
and non-denominations 
throughout the State of Florida 
for over 45 years. Viewing 
and wake 4-8 p.m., Friday at 
Zion Hope M.B. Church, 5129 
NW 17 Ave.  Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at the church.

MARY CORLEY, 64, home-
maker, died 
July 4 at Pines 
Nursing Home. 
Service 2 p.m., 
Friday in the 
chapel.

FREDDIE GOODMAN, died 
July 3. Service 
12 p.m., Satur-
day in the chap-
el. 

LINDA JACKSON PRUITT, 
55, retired re-
spiratory thera-
pist, died June 
27 in Riverdale, 
GA. Service 2 
p.m., Saturday 
in the chapel. 

EDWARD WILLIAMS, 75, 
service person-
nel, died July 
2 at Jackson 
North. Service 
11 a.m., Satur-
day at Mt. Olive 
Primitive Baptist 
Church.

JOHN LINNEAR, JR., 
66, died June 27 
at Hialeah Hos-
pital. Services 
were held.  

JIMMIE SUE CONEY, 80, 
retired, died 
July 3 at Pine 
Nursing Home. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Christian 
F e l l o w s h i p 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church.

Hadley Davis MLK

Obituaries are due 
4:30 p.m., Tuesday

305-694-6210

Tillman - Monticello, FL
FLOSSIE HILL BUGGS, 

95, retired 
school teacher, 
died July 4 at 
home. She is 
survived by her 
two sons, Frank 
Buggs and Allen 
Buggs. Service 
11 a.m., Saturday at Bethel 
A.M.E. Methodist Church, 
Monticello, FL.

Trinity
STEPHANIE WARD, 54, 

nurse, died 
June 25 at 
home. Service 1 
p.m., Saturday 
at Greater New 
Bethel of Liberty 
City.

BRIDGETTE SWAIN, 54, 
c u s t o m e r 
service rep, died 
June 30. Service 
1 p.m., Saturday 
at Hosanna 
C o m m u n i t y 
Baptist Church.

Wright and Young
ARTIS LARKIN, 72, foreman, 

died June 29. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Upper Room 
Ministries.

LINDA MARIE HILL, 67, 
dietitian, died 
July 2. Service 
10 a.m., 
Saturday at 93rd 
St. Community 
Baptist Church.

MALIK JABIR BILAL 
NASAI, 32, died 
July 7. Service 
4 p.m., today 
at Hallandale 
Cemetery.

DE’AUNDRA LANE, 24, died 
July 3. Service 
11 a.m., Friday 
at Peaceful 
Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church.

Richardson
NEOMI HOLLIMAN, 77, 

retired nurse, 
died July 4 
at Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at 
New Providence 
Missionary Baptist Church.

WILLIE ERNEST THOMAS, 
86, truck 
driver, died 
July 4 at home. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Saint 
Paul African 
Methodist Episcopal Church.

FLORENCE EVELYN 
VEREEN, 80, 
retired nursing 
instructor, died 
June 30 at 
home. Services 
were held. 

JOHN LESTER CAUSEY, 
59, chef, 
died July 4 
at Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 12 p.m., 
Thursday at 
Refuge Church 
of Our Lord.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

LOUISE JONES ROBERTS
05/28/1938 - 07/14/2008

We miss you dearly and 
you will always remain in our 
hearts.

Your loving family, 
husband, Albert; children, 
Beverly, Sandra, Efrem and 
Cedric; grandchildren, family 
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

RACHEL E. TOOMBS 
“MILDRED”

09/03/1940 - 07/11/2017

I love and miss you, Mom. 
You’ll never be forgotten.

Love, Gloria.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

ANDRE DORALD 
BRENNAN

03/27/1968 - 07/12/1989

It’s been 29 years, but 
seems like yesterday.

Gone but not forgotten.
The Brennan family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

ELIZABETH ADAMS 
RUFFIN

07/12/1938 - 05/24/1984
  

It’s been 34 years since the 
Lord took you home with Him. 
Happy 80th Birthday. 

From your sons, Jeremiah 
(Earnetta), Ulysses (for the 
late Teresa), Edward (Ozie), 
Nathaniel (Ravin); daughters, 
Dorothy, Cynthia (Alonzo), 
Lorraine, Judith, Tammy 
and the late Tonya; and 
grandchildren.

We are still crying and 
mourning for your love.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

RICHMOND EDWIN 
BLACKSHEAR II

07/15/1939 - 03/30/2017

It’s been a year since God 
called you home, but it seems 
like only yesterday.

We love and miss you very 
much. Our wonderful mem-
ories with you will live in our 
hearts forever.

Love, Ovedia, Sonja, Terri, 
Terrance, family and friends.

Card of Thanks

We the family of the late,

BELINDA JOYCE 
MOFFETT

would like to express our sin-
cere gratitude for your loving 
support during our time of 
bereavement.

We sincerely appreciate 
your thoughtfulness, your 
many cards, telephone calls, 
visits, floral arrangements, 
prayers and food.

Special thanks to M.A. Hall, 
II and staff, Church of Christ 
Written in Heaven, Pastor 
Elder Jerdy Miller, New Day In 
Christ, Pastor Aaron Roberts, 
and His Extended Hands, 
Pastor Darmon Rivers.

May God continue to bless 
you all and keep you in good 
health. Thank you.

Joyce Moffett and family.

PATRICIA ELAINE 
HOLMES, 67, 
retired teacher 
a s s i s t a n t , 
M i a m i - D a d e 
County Public 
Schools, died 
July 5. Survivors 
include: devoted companion, 
Gabriel Tyrone Lindor, I; sons, 
Keith Holmes Sr. and Gabriel 
Tyrone Lindor, II; sisters, Janet 
Vereen and Theda Miller; two 
grandchildren, Keith, Jr. and 
Isaiah; other relatives. Viewing 
5-9 p.m., Thursday. Service 
11 a.m., Friday at Mt. Carmel 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Interment: Caballero Rivero 
Dade North. 

CAROLYN LOCKHART, 
76, retired 
personnel tech, 
III, Miami-Dade 
County, died 
July 3. Survivors 
i n c l u d e : 
d a u g h t e r , 
Seandra Pennie; other 
relatives. Viewing 5-9 p.m., 
Friday. Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at Greater Bethel 
AME Church. Interment: 
Caballero Rivero Dade North.

HAZEL MARIE BOSTICK 
WILLIAMS, 54, 
cashier, KFC 
R e s t a u r a n t , 
died July 8. 
S u r v i v o r s 
i n c l u d e : 
h u s b a n d , 
Jeffery O. 
Williams; children, Jessie Lee 
Fussell, III, Rachel Horton and 
Charnae Horton; step-son, 
Devaris Franklin Williams; three 
grandchildren; other relatives. 
Viewing 4-8pm., Friday. Service 
2 p.m., Saturday in the chapel. 
Interment: Caballero Rivero 
Dade North.

Gregg L. Mason

ALEXIA FERNANDEZ
People

Tina Turner’s oldest son, 
Craig Turner, has died by sui-
cide on July 3. He was 59.

A spokesperson for the Los 
Angeles County Department 
of Medical Examiner-Coro-
ner tells PEOPLE Craig was 
pronounced dead at 12:38 p.m. 
after being found dead in his 
Studio City, California, home 
from a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound on Tuesday.

His autopsy is pending. A 
rep for Tina did not imme-
diately respond to PEOPLE’s 
request for comment.

Craig is the son of Tina — 
who was just 18 when she 
gave birth to him —  and sax-
ophonist Raymond Hill, who 
performed with Ike Turner’s 
band Kings of Rhythm. Craig 
was adopted by Ike after he 
and Tina married in 1962.

Craig worked as a real es-
tate agent in California, ac-
cording to The Hollywood 
Reporter.

Just hours before her son 
took his own life, Tina at-
tended Giorgio Armani Privé 

Haute Couture fashion show 
in Paris, France, as part of 
the Haute Couture Paris Fash-
ion Week.

The iconic singer has lived 
in Europe since 1995 with her 
German record-executive 
husband Erwin Bach. In 2013, 
she relinquished her Ameri-
can citizenship.

Tina has been open about 
the abuse she suffered at the 
hands of Craig’s adoptive fa-
ther, Ike, who died in 2007. 

In May 2005, Tina revealed 
to Oprah that it particularly 
took a toll on Craig, who “was 
a very emotional kid.”

“He’d always look down in 
sadness,” she said of her son’s 
response to her abuse. “One 
day when Ike was fighting me, 
Craig knocked on the door 
and said, ‘Mother, are you all 
right?’ I thought, ‘Oh, please, 
don’t beat me at home.’ I 
didn’t want my children to 
hear.”

The singer recently 
launched a musical based on 
her life, Tina, in London — 
which details every turbulent 
moment of her 50-year sing-
ing career.

Craig and Tina Turner

Tina Turner’s oldest 
son Craig dies at 59 
by alledged suicide

Hadley Davis
Miami Gardens

HARRIETT SPIKES, 75, 
retired, died 
July 6 at 
Hampton Court 
Nursing and 
Rehabi l i tat ion 
Center. Service 
10 a.m., 
Saturday at 
New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church.

Ray Williams - Tampa
ANTHONY HOLLOWAY, 56, 

postal worker, 
died July 3 in 
Tampa, FL. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Carnel 
F r i e n d s h i p 
Church, Wesley 
Chapel, FL.


